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OUTLOOK OF THE CLOSING YEAR.

@G‘HE far off outlook is not in doubt. Christ

shall reign. Right shall triumph. The
Christmas song of Peace on earth shall be real-
ized. That grand consummation is the keynote
of prophecy and promise from DMoses to the
Seer in Patmos.

It is the nearer future that is ark with
mystery, affording a happy hunting ground
where prophets can roam with none to suy them
nay. None can speak with authority. With ali
it is but opinion, and each is entitled to his own
interpretation of the signs of the times. Among
these signs at present are “wars and rumors
of wars ' j the latter especially plentiful.

The world's body politic, like that of Isaiah’s
Isracl, is full of wounds and bruises. Rare y is
it free from some sore spot. ‘There are “strained
relations " between Britain and ¥France, Britain
and Germany, Britain and the United States,
France and Germany, Germany and Russia;
affording excitement to asensation loving world,
material for vivid despatches and alarmist edit-
orials, keeping anrmies awake with expectancy,
and nations on guard, prepared and preparing
for conflict.

There are wars as well as rumors of war.
Japan and China have recently made peace;
France has just conquered Madagasear ; Cuba is
2 scene of strife ; the republies of South America
are seldom all at peace ; while Britain is often
called to establish law and order by force in some
of the world's remoter regions.

These wars and rumors, in lessening measure,
will probably continue for many years to come.
Disarmament by the great powers does not seem
tobein thenearfuture, while occasional outbursts
of strife, the growing pains of a bettering world,
are not ail in the past. But the probabiiity,
almost certainty, is, that while there may, as at
present, be rumors of war among the world's
great powers, the wars will as now be confined
to the weaker or semi-barbarous nations, or to
their correction, perhaps sometimes oppression,
by the stronger ones.

Two things will increasingly tend to prevent
war between any of the world’s great powers.

(1) There is the increasing injury that even the
victor would suffer. National interests, com-
mercinl and otherwise, are becoming more inter-
twined. IZach passing year finds the nations with
greater interests abroad exposed to danger;
while with growing naval armaments, an enemy
though finally defeated, would be able to inflict
greater injury. Each great nation is becoming
stronger for war, and, at the same time, more
vulnerable and susceptible to injury, and victory
would be purchased at an ever increasing cost.

(2) On the other hund, each year tends to lessen
the results of victory and make it a barren
triumph. The jealousy of other peoples, their
anxiety to preserve the balance of power, to pre-
vent any one nation from attaining undue
strength by wealkening another, even now
hinders in large measure the conqueror from
absorbing the conquered, as in former times;
and their great armies and navies, ever ready to
enforce their will upon any one of their number,
malkes their wonds effective. Japan whipped her
huge neighbor helpless, bat when the work was
done she had to be content with what other
powers permitted her to take.

These two causes, the injury that even the
victor must suffer and the bLarren results of
triumph, arc constantly becoming more potent,
and each year that the great powers continue at
peace, and every addition they make to their
fighting strength, lessens the probability that
anything like a widespread war among them
will ever again shadow our world.

“A general European war” has long done
service as an alarmist cry, and it may do so for
many days to come, but there is little fear that
it will ever be realized. The powers have too
much to losec and too little to gain to makeita
reality. Each wishes to keep its great strength
intact in order to preserve its rank and influence
among the nations. No one cares to exhaust
itsclf in a barren strife, and to be obliged in con-
sequence to take a second place beside others
that have been looking on, and to be thus obliged
to listen to the terms they may dictate.

Though the world’s great armaments are bur-
densome, a year of them is less burtful than a
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weelc of war, and in the present lower stage of
the world’s development, they have their place in
keeping the world's eace until it can beattained
by better means. .
In another way is seen their necessity. So
ong as mobs are encouraged by China's govern-
ment to loot and kill the foreigners; or Turkish
fanatics are led on by their officials to murder
their Christian fellow subjects; or African
princes to perpetrate their barbaric practices in
violation of treaty rights; so long the stronger
and more civilized nations require to be ready to
Iay upon thema firm restraining hand, and in
this way enforce o measure of righteousness and
peace.

Some of the worlds ills thus seem necessary to
prevent greater ills, while Christianity is uplift-
ing humanity to a higher plane.

These ills, however, may be viewed with daily
lessening alarm, Christ walks the waves, Amid
all the turmoil and unrest God’s plans move
grandly on. He ruleth in the armies of heaven
and among the inhabitante of the earth. He
maketh the wrath of man to praise him and the
remainder of wrath He will restrain. And while
we see in threatened strife God's present means
of lessening strife and keeping human passions
in check, let us rest in the assurance that each
passing year is surely bringing about the time
when by higher motives the world’s peace shall
be secured, when Christ shall reign in the hearts
- of men and the councils of nations, and they shall
turn their swords into ploughshares, and their
battle ships into Bethels and learn war no more.

“The Eastern A new phase of it has recently

Question.” grisen. A‘few months since the
world was shocked by news of massacres of
Armenian Christians by the Turks. The powers
demanded of the Sultan protection for his Chris-
tian subjects. He has tfrifled and delayed. New
massacres are reported, worse, if possible than
before. The nations have gathered their fleets
and are waiting at his door for an answer.

The strange spectacle is witnessed of the Turk-
ish Empire using its little remaining strength
in killing out its Christian population, and the
Christian powers not yet decided that it shall
cease to be. Their jealousy of each other prevents
its immediate dismemberment. Edch is afraid
some other will get an undue advantage from
such an event. :

‘What the ends is to be, what & day may bring
forth, none can tell. Their jealousy may lead to
the Sultan’s continuance for a time, or at any
moment his long abused trust may be handed
over to some of the smaller powers whose gain
in strength will not make them dangerous
rivals. Perhaps Austria will be made guardian

of the Bosphorus, For this Britain seems in- |

clined. But whatever the issue there need be
little fear of widespread strife,

~A WORPD TO THIE YOCUNG.

1. Young people usually take their habits and
character through life, As the twig is bent, ete.
Train up a child, ete.

2. It follows that if men and women are-to be
useful helpers in the Church they must begin
young. This thought is taking shape in the
many young people’s socleties. .

8. The greater part of the Christian work that:
men and women do in life is in connection with.
the Church to which they belong. The best
workers outside the Church are usually the most

faithful in the Church.

4. The year now closing has been an important
one to the young people of our Church; for our
General Assembly has appointed a special com-
mittee to welcome Young People's Societies in
the great work that our Church has to do ab
home and abroad,

Upon these simple facts let there be based a.
word‘bf caution. To not allow all your sym-
pathies and work and gifts to be drawn into any
one channel of our Church work, but learn to:
take an intelligent interest in it as a whole.

To train ministers and missionaries, our Col-
leges are necessary. No Church has prospered
without them, and they should have your sym-
pathy, prayers, and help. ’

Home Mission work must be done or our
Church cannot grow. The newer settlements
will lapse into home heathenism, and the whole
country will suffer.

For the same reasons our Augmentation
Scheme is necessary.

French Evangelization must be done, for we
cannot be faithful to Christ and leave one-third
of the people in otr Dominion without the Bible.
in their own tongue. A

Christ seid *“all the world,” therefore Foreign
Mission, cannot be left out, )

If we allow our interest and efforts to be con-
fined to any one of these works, we are only
partial helpers; we leave some work undone,

But a greater evil will be that our mindsand
hearts will grow smaller and poorer in sympathy
and knowledge, and if thus trained in youth,
our later years will be the same. A living
Church should have full knowledge of the world's
need ab home and abroad, and s hearty, active.
sympathy with the work of helping that need.

“Young people, as you value the present and
future prosperity of our Church and country,

and the prescnt and future development of your
owh characters as Christian workers, do not

1 allow yourselves to be narrowed down to any

one part of our Church’s work, either-at home.
or abroud, by pledging your givings in one direc-
tion, but, according to your means, aid the dif-
ferent Schemes, . ’

Thus you will do more good, and will at the
same time grow into more intelli nt, more un-
selfish, more useful, more Christlike workers, in
later years; and our Church, made up-of such.
workers, will be a more Christlike Church.

The future of the Presbytérian Church in
Canada is, under God, in your hands. What

hall that; fature be ¢ )
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Oue Zjome FPork.

Benb Path Mission, Chatham Pres., has ocen
organized, with a communion roll of 30 members.

A church is to be built at Corner Brook, Bay
of Islands, Nfld,, making two in this congre-
gation.

The Prusbyterian congregation of West Zorra,
Ont., has in the last fifty years raised and sent
forth about thirty-five ministers

At latest word from Rev. Wm. McLeod, Lab-
rador, he was starting for the Eastern end of his
parish. He does not expect to hear from the
outside world until Feb.

At Louisburg, C.B., one of the most interest-
ing historic spots in Canada, where a few years
since we had scarcely any cause, a station has
been organized and a neat church built.

A few years ago, Rev. A. B, Baird, of Edmon-
ton, now Prof. Baird, was the only ordained
minister of our Church, north of Calgary, now
there are nine sepurate congregations or mission
fields,

In & mining town in B. C. the only one that at
first would give the slightest encouragement to
the missionary was the saloon-keeper, who gave
as his reason for doing so that it would bring
more people to the place.

Nine student catechists were laboring in Cape
Breton during the past summer, where only two
were employed eighteen years ago, so hat our
Home work has been developed in the far East
as well as in the far West.

The Boy’s Brigade in Canada now numbers 75
companies, 212 officers, 3000 boys. Its head-
quarters is at Sarnia, Ont., with Mr. T. W, Nes-
bit, Brigade Secretary. Mr. Fotheringham was
the first to introduce it into Canada.

Rapid City, in the North West, is likely to
become self-sustaining, by the addition of a por-
tion of the adjacent Odanah mission. In this
way all the missions in the Presbytery will be
supplied with Gospel ordinances throughout the
entire year.

In the Maritime Syxscd, out of 622 S. Schools,
285 of the largest, representing 75 per cent of the
scholars, are open the whole year. The total
attendance is 31.000, from the 21,000 families of
the Synod, Of the 622 schools, only 55 have
teacher's meetings,

The Home Mission Fund esxpended but 3220
for the help of all the mission stations in Cape
Breton, last year, while the stations themselves
raised $1145 for self-support, besides the boarding
of the catechist, and every ‘ono gave something
to the Schemes of the Church.

The first ministerial ordination by the Pres-
bytery of Algoma, and the second in the history
of Presbyterianism in the District of Algoma,
was that of Mr. Geo. Loughcad, at Webbwood,
24 Oct. Every such milestone in a uew district
marks a stage in the progress of our church.

A very successful and helpful S.S. Convention,.
under the direction of the Synod of B.C., was
held in St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver, 4 and 5
Sépt. Rev. J. A. Logan, of Chilliwack, was
re-elected president. A large number of teachers
was present. The next one will be in Vietoria.

Rev. W. Graham, as authorized by last
Assembly, is in Canada soliciting aid for St.
Andrew’s Ch,, St. John, Nfld. In the great fire
of 1892, their church property was completely
destroyed. They began again to build, but the
bank failures last autumn completely crippled
the congregation., They deserve hearty sym-
pathy and generous help.

A writer in the Pres. Wiiness, Hx., offered
8100 to any one who could find & Christian man,
that had been all his life, pious, industrious,
economical, regular in church attendance, a
Christian worker, and giving one-tenth to God;
and yet, in helpless poverty, dependant in old
age upon charity. A “Believer in the tenth”
thinks he bas found one case in Halifax, Num-
ber one finds on investigation that the case does
not ““fill the bill” and continues his offer.,

The Calgary ZLeaflet says, ““The Mormons
ought. to adopt our scheol system if they intend
to become permanent citizens. All  foreign
nationalities ought to come into touch with our
institutions and become Anglicized. The Swed-
ish colonies in Northern Alberta are preparing
to do this. They of course easily fall in with
British civilization and free institutions. Seet-
arianism and exclusiveness are great barriers to
8 fusxon of races and to the introduction of;
liberdl ideas. The general adoption of our Free:
School System would prove an unspeakable
blessing to all our adopted citizens.”

'The “Talent’? What may be done in this way

System is well illustratcd by the women.
of Richmond congregation, Que., Dr. Kelloch,
pastor. Two years ago, o dollar was offered to-
any of them who would take it and make out of
it wwhat she could for the church debt. None.
were rich. Most of them had the work and care.
of their homes, but during the year they raised.
$§860. Last year they raised $500 for the same.
object., Stimulated by their example, the con-
gregation recently made an earnest effort and
raised $1000, making the balance of the debt easy
to handle, and they celebrated their anniversary,
10th Nov., with joy and thenk{ulness.



312

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

DECEMBER

Mr. A. Ross, is heartily called to Whycocomah |

C. B. and is expected to accept.

A new Church was opened at Stony Mountain,
Manitoba, 30 Oct., free of debt.

St. Peter's Ch., Madoc, destroyed by fire eight
months ago, all but the stone walls, has been
rebuilt, and was re-opened, 0 Oct., free of debt,

Rev. R. M. Craig, Fergus, has accepted a call
to Sante Ie, New Mexico. His health isnot good
but he hopes for improvement in a warmer «cli-
muate.

AMoore Line, Sarnia Pres., after worshipping in
their late Sanctuary for thirty five years, held
their first services in their new Church, 10 Nov.,
and had a grand day.

I find that belief in baptismal regeneration,
thinking that their baptisin is sufficient for con-
version, is a hindrance to work here, writes JMr,
2IcLeod from Labrador.

At an out-door communion service at Why-
cocomagh, 15 Sept., the gathered throng which
sat in the open air for about three hours, was
supposed to number nearly four thousand.—~Coin,

Rev. d. A, McConnell, who for the past two
years has been laboring at Watson's Corners, ete.
was called away suddenly of heart disease, while
sitting at table, on the evening of 19 Oct., in the
60th year of his agn.

TWallace Presbytery bas solved the winter sup-
ply problem by agreeing that the members of the
Presbytery give monthly supply during the
winter months to the mission stations left vacant
by the return of student catechists to College.

Algoma Presbytery is doing a good kind of
“Home” Mission work. At a recent meeting
it recommended its ministers and missionaries
to preach on Family Worship, and to find out
how many families keep up this good old practice.

A new congregation. Wentworth, a mission
station in Wallace Presbytery, and Westchester
and Greenville, twwo mission stations in Truro
Preshytery have heen united and organized into
a regular congregation under the care of Wallace
Presbytery.

The expenditure of last year in connection with
the Mission to the lumbermen in the great lum-
ber districts of Quebee and Ontario was about
$330. Good literature of all Kinds, illus-
trated papers, magazines, &¢., sent to the Con
vener, Rev, M. H. Scott, of Hull, Que., will be
put to good use among the lumber camps.

In the West, 411 congregations have at some
time during the past twelve years received aid
from the Augmentation Fund. These congrega-
tions now give $20,000 annually to other schemes,
so that the money spent in nursing them
when they were weak has been well invested.
Money spent in Home Work {hus brings forth
fruit in greater ability to help Forcign Work.

Progress in  The following comparative state-

23 Yenrs, ment, prepared by one of the most
careful and accurate statisticians in our Church,
and, covering the whole Dominion, shews the
progress of Presbyterianism in Canada during
the past 25 years :—

1870. 1895,
Ministers and missionaries.. . 470 1,225
Churches and stations........ 830 2,700
Families............ resiesaena ,000 08,000
Members..... PP < X111} 186,000
8. S. and B, cl. pupils........ 54000 150,000
Receipts for ch, schemes..... $ 50,000 § 342,000
Receipts for ch. schemes, in-
cluding interest, ete........ 437,000
Receipts for all purposes...... 640,000 2,170,000
Average per com. for schemes. 87 cts, $1.84

According to the above figures, the number of
ministers and missionaries, churches and sta-
tions, families, and members, has about trebled
in the last quarter of & century, and contribu-
tions for the schemes of the Church have in-
creased about sixfold.

Oour They are all hard at work, except the
Colicges. Theological department of Manitoba
College which teaches it's students in summer
and sends them forth to teach in winter.

The Presbyterian College Halifax, which open-
ed in the beginning of November, with a lecture
hy Dr. Carrie, in *“ The Theology of Ritschl,” has
12 students in the third year, 18 in the second
year, and 24 in the two divisions of the tirst year,
in all 5¢ in the study of Theology.

The Presbyterian College Montreal, which
opened 1 Oct., with a lecture by Dr. Scrimger, on
“ The Minister’s working Theology,” has in at-
tendance upon the Theological classes, 13 in the
third year, 17 in the second year, and 16 in the
first year, 46 inall ; besides those in preparatory
classes who have not yet entered upon the study
of Theology.

The Theological Hall of Queen's TUniversity,
which opened 2 Nov., with a lecture by Rev.
Jusiah Strong of New York, on “The Church
and the movements of our Times,” has 10 students
in the third year, 15 in the second year, and 15
in the first, making 40 in the classes of the three
years. “As fine a lot of fellows,” writes the
Principal, “as you would find anywhere,” “So
say we all,” echo the other Principals.

Knox College Toronto, which opened 1 Oct.,
with a lecture by Dr. McLaren, on * The Witness
of the Spirit in relation to the Authority and In-
piration of Scripture,” bas in the third year 29
students, 24 in the second year, and 37 in the
first year ; 90 in all. Of the 37 in the first year 8
are taking half the work under the system of
University options.

In all there are 230 Theological students in
these four Colleges, of whom 64 are completing
their course and will be rcady for licensure in
the spring.
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Tho This month cleses the ftwentieth ‘
Records. year of the PRESBYTERIAN RECORD,
and the fenth year of the Children’s Record,
There have been printed during the past year
Jifty thousand copies monthly of the former, and )
twenty-three thousand copies wmonthly of the
latter.

A better quality of paper has been used for
some months past.

We have tried to make the REcorps fulfil the
end for which they were established, and trust
that in some degree this end has been attained.
In the coming year the effort will be to fill up
what is yet lacking along different lines.

The Church is indebted to ihe unwearied
efforts of those who in the various congregations
have distributed the Recomps. Without such
aid there could not be success. For the sake of
the Church and her Mission Schemes we trust
that these valued helpers will not grow weary in
well-doing, and that those for whom they work
will make their task as light as possible.

Now, fellow workers, ministers, elders, and
all others, can we not mark the New Year by a
¢ forward movement.” There are 112,800 families
in our Church. The REecorD should be in ali
of them, and the CHILDREN'S RECORD where
there are young people.

In no other way can our people get the same
amount of good reading combined with informa-
tion about the work of our church, for the same
price. The cost is easily within reach of nearly
all, and where it is not, it would be Christian
effort well expended for those who can do so to
give them to their neighbors, or for congrega-
tions to order copies for each family.

The Pres. The last General Assembly heartily

Record. adopted the following resolution :

““As the PRESBYTERIAN RECORD is the organ
of our Church, established by the Assembly for
the spread of information regarding Home and
Foreign Work; ministers, sessions, and man-
agers, are urged to see that, so far as is practic-
able, a copy of the RECORD is placed in every
Presbyterian family.”

Can we not, each one in his own congregation,
put this resolution into effect.

The Childrens Anew featureof the Children’s

Recerd. Record will be a monthly
Catechism, headed, *Our December Catechism;”
 Qur January Catechism™ &c; with question
and answer in different departments of our
Church and Mission Work.

A special reason why The Children’s Record
should reach all our young people is that it is
the only paper for the young giving information
regarding the work of our Church.

The last Assembly pressed its circulation in
these words :

“ Ag the Children’s Record is the only paper

published by our Church for the young, and the
only paper for the young with information re-
garding our Mission work, the Assembly urges
upon ministers, sessions, and Sabbath School
teachers, the necessity of introducing it into all
our Sabbath Schools.”

Those who wish papers more frequently than
once a month, can take the Children’s Record
for one Sabbath, some other paper for another
Sabbath, and thus secure information about our
Mission work, and also the variety which they
could not have with a weekly paper.

Our That the RECORDS mauy fulfil their
Missionaries. end when they come to our
homes, they must carry suitable information
regarding the work of the Church, especially
from our missivnaries at home and abruad.

The mind of the Church, as eapressed by last
Assembly, is:

“That missionaries be asked to furnish to the
REecORrD and the Children’s Record, from month
to month, as they may be able, items of news
regarding their work, that the interest in
Missions may be deepened by being thus brought
into living contact with the Mission Fields.”

The Work of Remember always that the
Augmentation. chief work and care of this
Committee, in both Eastern and Western Sec-
tions of our Church, is to carry on the work
begun by the Home Mission Committee, which
every year breaks new ground, and every year
reports also some mission fields as having reach-
ed the stage where it is imperative that they
should be provided with a settled minister.

All must admit that this is the critical period
in the history of a struggling congregation. Let
it know that it has the sympathy and support of
the Church and it goes bravely on. Cut it off
from such sympathy and it continues weak.
Marlk well then that it is at this stage that the
worlk of the Augmentation Scheme begins.

Consider further that the Church believes, and
that you yourselves believe, that this aid should
be given.

Just put these points together and act upon
your conviction, Then you will become friends of
Augmentation and you will give this Committee
a commission to say to the Home Mission Com-
mittee: * Wecan take hold of as many such
congregations as you can build up and offer to us
from year to year.” “We can do this because
our Church and our loyal people believe in help-
ing the weak, and especially in helping those
who are willing to help themselves."—R. H, W,

The Presbytery of Calgary reports 24 Sabbath.-
schools, with 113 officers and teachers, and 1079
scholars, Seventeen of the schools are open the
whole year. ’



314

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

DECEMBER

The Minces of A minor in the Rocky Mountains
the Rockiese took up a claim, and not long
after sold it, went on a carouse, and lost all, e
tools up & second claim, sold it for $3000, came
into town, got drunk, and was robbed of all.
He took up a third, sold it for $600, which he
gnve to a saloon keeper, telling him he wanted
to take it out in drink ; but before it was finished
he was dead. If the miner does not succeed, his
lot is a hard one, if he does, the whiskey gambler
is on his track and unless his principles are firmly
fixed he is almost sure to lose all that he has.
Here is an added reason for sending the Gospel
to the mining regions of the far west, that when
our sons and brothers go there to seek their for-
tunes, they may have around them Christian
influences to enable them to stand.

Swedes and  There are no more interesting class

Germans.  of settlers in this country than the
Swedes and the Germans. They are mostly Pro-
testants and easily fall into line with British
institutions, hecoming at once law abiding and
good citizens, They are comparatively free
from bitter hatred and animosity, and adapt
themselves cheerfully to the ciioumstances of
this new country. They are, generully speaking,
very industrious. They are not likely as far as
can be seen at present, to develop any political
entanglements in the future, and before the
lapse of half a century we may expect that they
will become completely amalgamated with our
people and assimilated to our social and political
system,

Should not our church take care of .hese
people? Most of them profess the reformed
religion in its purity. Already one mission has
been undertaken among them. It is hoped that
our church will carefully supply their religious
needs.—Calgary Leafiet.

ffontreal The missionary conference held in
W.M.S. Howick, P.Q., 5 Sept., by the
‘Women’s Missionary Society of the Presbytery
of Montreal was well attended by the different
Auxiliaries. At the evening meeting the church
was packed and stirring addresses were given by
Rev. Messrs. McDougall, Drummmond, and others.

The annual thank offering ineeting of the
Society was held in Erskine Churcl, Montreal,
4th Oct., with addresses on French and Foreign
work.

The Society’s workers in the city, Madame
Cote and Miss McSween, continue their daily
visit~ among both French and English, and
report many cases of great poverty angd suffering,.

At the last meeting of the Exccutive a letter
was read from Miss Dow, our representative in
the Foreign Field, written from Vancouver just
before shic sailed for llonan, China.

The new Aux. Soticties, that of Taylor Ch.,
organized 4 June, and that of Melville Ch.,
Westmount, 23 Oct., are warmly welcomed.-Com.

FROM BLEAK LABRADOR.
LETTER FROM REV. WM. M‘LEOD,
TorTo BAY, 23rd Oct., '93.

@EAR Recorp,—Since arriving in Harrington,

700 miles E. of Quebee, 28 Sept., I have
travelled East 135 miles, preached'23 times, visit-
ed 36 families, have been in six different harbors,
and distributed nearly $200 worth of clothing.

I found a family last week living in o miser-
able hovel 11 x 12 feet. Mother and two small
girls, pale and poorly clad. Only 12 quintals of
fish the husband had caught this year, mean-
ing less than $30 for winter supplies. A good
many people here are thus situated.

I found several families to-day very destitute
of comfortable clothing. Many of the pcople, in
seasons when the catch of fish is not good, find
it all they can do to get the barest nccessaries in
the way of bread, etc, and cannot get clothing
to replace the old and worn. The good supply I
brought with me enabled me to help .many of
them.

I found three elders in Harrington, 35 members
in the whole field; three churches, two of them
90 miles apart, and the third about six miles.

T organized a C. E. in Harrington, and at the
second meeting 14 women and girls, and 10 men
and boys, prayed.

There are some earnest Christiun people in the
field, and in some of our meetings the singing
and prayers are inspiring.

Apostolic succession is somewhat of a reality
here so far as travelling is concerned. I have to
tramp over high, rocky hills, covered with thick
moss ; then down into deep ravines ; again, fol-
lowing close to tide mark on the shore; or yet
again, for some three days along 90 miles of coast
in a small boat with a little cuddy in ore end
large enough to craw! into on one’s knees, and
neither paper or letter expected from the time of
my leaving home, 20 Sept., until 20 Feb. next,
five months.

The late W. J. McKenzie, of Korea, was the
first missionary of our Students’ Missionary
Society, and is well remembered for his stalwart
manner of work and life here for Christ. Next
F. W. Thompson, now in Musquodoboit ; then
W. Fuber, now in Pres. College, Halifax ; S. A.
Fraser, now in Trinidad; and G. O. Cock, now
in Dall College. All did good work here teach-
ing day school and doing missionary work,

Some experiences are not quite apostolic.
Having a pair of foreceps, though inexperienced
in their use, I have been able to relieve some
sufferers of teeth and pain.

I beg of the people in the Maritime Provinces,
clothes, second-hand or new ; box them up and
send to the Jerusalem wurchouse, Halifax, ad-
dressed tome. If some of our people at home
could look into some homes here they would sea
cnough to lead them as congregations to male
up boxes for the poor people here.
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@ur Soreign Wlissions.

It §s with thankfulness to God,” writes Mrs.
Dr. Grant, of Trinidad, “Istate that never before
in our mission have we had so much direct as-
sistance from those in authority vn estates.”

The Rev. F. H. Russell is married to Miss M.
Bercy Evans, a young Indy who has been brought
up in India, and has proved herself an enrnest
missionary, She is an acquisition to the Central
India Mission.

“There are very few children here, I am sorry to
say,” writes Mrs. Annand from Santo, *So many
are destroyed at birth, and if they escape the
hand of the infanticide, they are so neglected
that the majority die quite young.”

At & meeting in Knox Church, Binbrook,
18th September, Miss Bella Ptolemy was
de. ‘gnated as a missionary to Indore, Cen-
tral India. With kindly words and gifts, and
earnest prayers, she was bidden God speed in
her work.

Old Christmas cards, or other colored cards,
are always helpful in the Trinidad schouls where
about 5,000 scholars attend. Tie them firmly in
a small parcel and mail them to the missionaries.
Mr. Macrae, of Princestown, asks specially for
some, Do not put any letters in with them.

On the evening of 4th October a meeting
was held in the Sunday-school room of St. James
Square Presbyterian Church, Toronto, to bid
farewell to Miss Dow, who is appointed as a
medical missionary to Honan, Miss Dow left on
8 COct. for her distant field, another addition to
the ‘‘ Honan Band.”

The Dhar field is to be occupied by Rev. F. H.
Russell and Mrs. Russell, Miss M. O'Hara M.D.,
and Miss Dougan. They have aglready entered
upon the work. The Maharajah has given
grants of land for bungalows and hospiial, and
the F. M. C. has given permission to proceed
with the erection of a bungalow at once, which
is to be at the expense of the W, F. M. S., and to
belong to the lady missionaries.

They have had another scrious flood in Honan.
Rev. R. A. Mitchell writes that on the way
inland from Tientsin to Honan they were very
much impressed with China's need both physic-
ally and spiritually. When they came to Pang
Chuang they saw ruined walls everywhere, the
ground so wet that men could not get to work to
vepair them, The crops have been destroyed
and the farmers cannot get to the fields to sow
wheat for the next crop.

A Semi  The E.Indian Congregationofthe Rev.

Jubilee. Dr. Grant, of Trinidad, intend cele-
brating, 24 Nov., their pastor’s semi-jubilee of
Mission work in that Island. The Presbytery of
Trinidad have cordially seconded the proposal,
and appointed their Moderator to preside.

Our  Read this month’s letters, They vary
Letters. in form and style and are all excellent.
Dr. Grant gives interesting items, Miss Black-
adder sends a pen picture of a Sabbath in I'rini-
dad, Miss Calder tells of work in Mhow, and
Dr. Buchanan, of Ujjain; while from far off’ in
Honan, Mr. McKenzie writes of progress,

Rev, Dr. Dr. Mackay and family, with Koa-
Mackay. kow, the Chinese student, sailed from
Van-ouver 14 Oct. for Formosa. Lven his own
strong faith could not have foreseen, when he
went out twenty-four years ago, the grand re-
sults of to-day. In an interesting statement to
the Foreign Mission Committee just before his
departure, Dr. Mackay gave reasons for his be-
lief that the work in Formosa will be more diffi-
cult than formerly, owing to a change of govern-
ment.

Chinese in The latest addition to the educa-
Montreal.  tional agencies is a night school,
under the competent lady teacher. Quite » num-
berof the Chinese are taking advantage of it.
A Chinatown, with its attendant ills of gambling
and opium smoking, is slowly growing, as the
number of Celestials grows larger, and one board-
ing house is added to another. Our missionary,
seconded by many helpers, is doing his ut ost to
win them from its baleful influence. It is a work
of patience and faith,

A Congregation Some 200 East Indians in con-

in Trinidad. nection with St. Mary’s Vill-
age, Russillac, and Fyzabad, three of our Mission
villages in Trinidad, recently petitioned the
Trinidad Presbytery to be organized into a con-
gregation, with the view of securing as its
settled pastor one of the Indian students now
training in Our College in San Fernando. They
promise to give from their own resources, 30
pounds sterling the first year, with the prospect
of increasing at the rate of £5 per Annum. This
is another step forward in the work on that
Island.

Mr.Grant's In the list of Honan Missionaries
“Wife ”  in the June Record, there was the
following *“Mr, W. H. Grant, appointed 1862,”
and, immediately thereafter, ‘ Muys. Grant, ap-
pointed, 1892.”

A few weeks since there came from Honan the
following card. ¢ Will you kindly write me the
address of ‘Mr. Grant’s wife’ whom you mention
in one of your recent issues, and greatly oblige;
yours interestedly, W. Harvey Grant.”

We sincerely regret the mistake, and our in.
ability to answer definitely the inquiry, and pass
it along to the W. F. M. S., assuring Mr. Grant
that if he make diligent search among the good
company that is to be found in the membership
of that excellent Scciety, he will certainly find
her.
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ITEMS FROM TRINIDAD.
BY REV. DR. GRANT,

The New The Training Schoo! for
Training School. teachers opened within our
College in February, 1804,  Provision is made by
Government for six students, and this provision
covers the entire cost, if we except the time be-
gtowed on it by myself. The teacher, Mr. Pasea,
is well qualified for the work. Mr. Corsbie gives
instruction in English History, the I'ev. Mr.
Wilson of the Scotch Church gives an hour
weeikly, and our eldest daughter frequently gives
assistance,

The six students of last year passed their ex-
amination successfully, and obtained certificates
in April.  We have now six resident, and two
non-resident, from the several mission districts.
It is a pleasure to have to do with them; a fine
tone pervades the class. Last Sabbath four
were admitted to the communion, This school
will prove an unspeakable boon to the mission,
without costing the Church a dollar.

More More recently murders have been
Murders. painfully frequent. Some attribute
this to the fact that several who have taken life
escaped the extreme penalty of the law., One
peculiarly shocking case occured within 2 month,
the victim being a child of three or four yearss
it was complete decapitation.

The murderer is still at large though well
known in the district in which the crime was
committed, Asthere ig an entire absence of any
adequate motive, it is supposed that he belonged
to the Thugs of India, a class more dreaded a
generation ago than at the present time. This
opinion is strengthened by the fact that he is a
devotee of Kali, who is the patroness of the
Thugs.

Progressin Mission news from Jamaica are

Jamaica. particularly cheering. It is only
fifteen months since the first two agents went
there from our College, and already two Indian
churches have been opened with a considerable
Christian nucleus at each, and a third centre is
now occupied by another man from Trinidad.
Siboo just writes me from Sav-La-Mar, that he
usually has 100 on Sabbath, 21 have been bap-
tized, and there are now several candidates—his
school averages 26. Similar reports ¢ome from
Rajkuinar Lal. The eflort put forth by the
Jamaica Church is most creditable.

Mr.and Mrs. Since our rewurn in April, I have

Fraser, found it possible to work with
very considerable comfort, this is due to the
presence of Mr. & Mrs. Fraser in this district.
Mr. Fraser has shouldered the country work,
and he has broad shoulders and a willing mind.
Don't suppose that I have fallen into a state ot

inertia ; with an English speaking and a Hindu- l

theological classes, and daily oversight of the
training school, my time is constantly occupied.
Lal Behari goes wherever required.

Sabbath  Qur Sabbath school report for the
Schools.  Jast quarter shows that we have in
San Fernando District, 16 Subbatli Schools, with
39 teachers and over 750 scholars. Our son has
for several years done the work of Secretary and
Treasurer.

A PICTURE FROM TRINIDAD
BY MISS BLACKADDAR.
DeAR Mr. ScoTtrT:

.

% CERTAIN gentieman whom we all respect,
Gféw admire, esteem, and sometimes fear,
remarked in the quiet tones so well understood,
1 think it is your turn to write to Mr. Scott,”
so I will write what I saw, heard, and enjoyed,
last Sunday.

Early in the bright beautiful morning I started
for Tunapuna, two miles distant. Grooms were
taking horses, mules, donleys, and dogs, to the
river to bathe. Such riding and driving; such
scarve crows on horse-back ; yelling, cursing in
two or three different languages; sounds of cruel
blows upon the thin sides of the poor toilers of
the week, would make any one’s heart sad ; and
ret this is the usual way in which the early hours
of the day of rest are spent in many places in
Trinidad.

As I walked on I met a wealthy English lady,
also walking, It was too good & chance for the
negroes to let pass. ‘‘Just like white people,
If they has a beast they walks. 1f they has none
they will ery. Ah!l we drives if we can, if we
can’t we doesn’t grumble,”

Arrived at Tunapuna there was a grand
market in progress. On each side of the road
were Indians and negroes, selliit 3 and buying,
fruits, vegetables, fowls, eggs; yelling at the top
of their voices.

On I went to the quiet upper street where
stands the church and manse of the Canadian
Mission, No sound there of worldly loss and
gain ; the ground cool and shady, bright flowers
cheered the eye; sweet perfume from the white
jessamine was around and about us, the roses
blooming here under tropical skies, golden oran-
ges gleaming among the green leaves, and bright
plumaged birds darting about, all made up a
picture of peace and beauty not soon forgotten.

Soon the bell began calling, parents and child-
ren came into the pretty church, all clean, neat,
and quiet : such a contrast to the confusion not
far away.

‘We had a fine band of young people from Tac-
arigua to be baptized. The young men walked
down; the mothers and babies came accom-
panied by the faithful Bible woman, Hannah.

‘We had a pleasant service; a good clear ser-

stani congregation, two days weekly in the j mon; then 5 middle aged couple were married
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according to Christian rites and were afterwards |

baptized as Rebeeea and Isanc. Our Tacarigua
young men were given names of their own
choosing, Geo. Clark, William Fielding, H.
Barnes, and Geo. Cunninsham, after visitors
who were here not long since.

A hasty lunch ; Mr. Morton's faithful P. E.
Island muare, Princess, is harnessed ; and away
we start to Caroni, five miles distant from Tuna.-
puna.

The sun had retired under a cloud, some rain
had fallen, so the streets were not dusty. A
black cloud before us and the rumble of distant
thunder gave notice of more rain, buy, as often
happens, the clouds we dreaded were only a
shelter from the pitiless sun.

We soon came to St. Joseph, the old Spanish
Capital of the Island, with its quaint old church,
sleepy streets,and easy-going people. We turned
down towards the Cuaroni, ever going down-
wards. On both sides of the rond, were ditches
some 3 or 4 feet deep, then miles of tall sugar
canes shut in the road on either side. At last
we get to the lowest part, where were posts five
feet high, painted white, placed there to let
people see how deep the water is on the road,
when the Caroni river is in flood.

Sometimes gentlemen drive over standing up
on the seat of their carts or buggics. Father
Caroni is a slow, steady going old gentleman,
generally speaking, buc when he gets up, and
goes out for a run in the country, it is as well to
keep out of his reach.

Over a fine iron bridge, through more cane
fields, on roads as level as a floor, the sight of
tall chimneys tells us we are near Frederick
estate, one of the largest and best in the
Island.

We find a large school taught by Alfred Kam-
paisad, a Red Hill boy. (The Red Hill school
was supported by the W. . M. S, West). This
good man has an average of eighty Indian
children.

We found the school house well filled, with a
respectable iooking congregation of Indian
people. The Estate drivers (Indians) sat at the
head of the room, one fine looking man zeting as
precentor.

All listened so well to the interesting sermon,
after which came the communion, followed by
several baptisms. Some of the people had come
in for ten miles from the woods, and over bad,
dangerous roads, to enjoy the means of grace.

After the Hindi meeting came a short rest.
Dr. Morion and I went over to take a cup of tea
from Mr. Kaye and Mr. Goodwin, young Scotch
gentlemen, who are connected with the Estate.
The tea was refreshing, the gentlemen kind, but
oh! the fierce English bull-dog! He glared,
growled, pulled at his chain. The gentlemen
said he was a splendid dog, but he did not care
for ladies |

e was taken nway, but still kept up his pro-
test, and whean at lust he was fastened under the
house, he kept on * growling, about the women”
I suppose.

Wa returned to the sshool-house and listened
toa most interesting sermon in English. The
wife of the manager, a Scotch lady from the
States, played the organ, and led the singing.
This congregation was composed of Scotch
gentlemen, Indians who understood English,
und ereoles or negroes.

On our way back we called on the manager,who
had been kept in by an attack of fever, and
whom should we find, but, Norman Mcl.eog, a
small gentleman now, but who will, we hope,
grow up worthy of the good name he bears,
Farewells are said, and away goes the faithful
Princess, hills, up and down, over rivers, any-
where she is required to go she just goes, no fret
or fuss, but just steadily on goes Princess.

We came back in a lovely after glow, the
mountains bathed in pink, purple, gold, by the
setting sun, and in front of us rose Tuaocke, our

highest mountain. White clouds were tioating
around him, but not hiding his lofty head from
| the sinking sun.

The long street, was filled by people of many
shades and nations, some returning from busi-
ness or pleasure, others wending their way tothe
difterent Churches, of which Tunapuna can now
show four, fine buildings deveted to God's ser-
vice, while only a few years ago, the village did
not have one church.

A quiet dinner at the manse, thinking
« f dear friends far away, who had so often sat
around the table. One we hope tu sce once more
in her own place, the rest have gone out into the
busy world, one to a new home of her own in
Trinidad, another to his parish and work in Nova
Scotia, while in a far away land the others are
making ready to do well their part in life.

May God’s blessing rest upon them all, though
it is scarcely -probable that all will ever meet
again in the pleasant old room at the cheerful
evening meal in the Tunapuna manse.

Then with the faithful Sadoo, as a guard from
the terrors of the way, I walk home, cheered and
encouraged to find so much progress made, and
interest taken, in the work of winning souls for
His kingdom.

TACARIGUA, 25ta Oct., '95.

A DIALOGUE IN TRINIDAD.
BY REV. LAL BIHARY.
For the RECORD.
& FEW weeks ago a prominent Mohammedan

called to see me. His face indicated aglad
hem‘t, He had heard that the son of the Amir

of Afghanistan had recently been in England,
that the Mabarani (Queen) of England had
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shown him great honour, and that she and her
counsellors had loaded him with presents.

Ie further stated that a great many Engtish-
men had already left Christianity and became
just as Mohammedans; and in proof of this
asserted that there were now several masjids or
mosques in England, and that & grand one to
cost many laks of rupees was now being built in
Liverpool.

After mucen more in the same line, he paused,
and then I assured him that I was thankful to
hear that some Englishmen were becoming
Mohammedans, if their faith in one God made
them such. Itold my friend that whilst England
was u Christian country, many people in England
were of & low mind through sin, that they did
not like to keep the thought of God in their
hearts, that they turned from him, spokeagainst
him, became Atheists, and that any who became
Mohammedans must come from this class; and
that if a few men ready to go to Cabul or Delhi
as missionaries, remained in England, the
Atheists who became Mohammedans would
probably come to Christ, and then their mas-
Jids would be of little service.

I showed that a true Christian was a man who
had felt the guilt and burden of sin and who
had sought and found pardon in the blood that
malkes atonement, and had the peace and bless-
edness following parden; and such a one could
never accept a religion that offered no Saviour.

I then asked him what advice he would give a
man that came to him seeking salvation.

He replied, “Believe in God.”

But whatam I to beliecve? Am I to believe
that God is holy and hates sin ; that God is just,
and will punish the sinner? If I believe this
where am I toget relief? In this belief there is
no peace, no satisfaction, only the dread conse-
quences of sin ; namely, misery, death, hell.

“But,” said he; “you don’t understand the
merey of God. What God wants is faith. Let
me tell you o story from one of our books. Once
Isu (Jesus) on his way to consult with Allah in
heaven, met a fakir; torn, emaciated, exhausted
through his austerities, and he begged Isu to
ask Allah what reward he was to get. Further
on Isu met & bloated, degraded sot, and he too
begged Isu to enquire in heaven what his lot
should be. Isu promised to remember both.

After private counsel with Allah on personal
matters Isu referred to the men and their
request.  Allah pointed to quarters which con-
tained all thata mortal could desire, and said,
‘Here isa place for the drunkard.” Isu wassur-
prised but offered no opinion. He then asked
what the fakir should get. Allah led him to the
mouth of the pit from which issued the groans
of the lost, and said, *‘ Here the fakir shall have
his abode.”

Isu on his return, was again roughly accosted
by the drunkard and asked to give Allah’s ans-

wer. ‘““Oh!” replied Isu, “ tell me, could a thou-
sand camels bearing burdens pass through a
needle’'seye?”

The debauchee replied, ““I am surprised that a
prophet should ask such a question, is anything
too hard for God? Can’t he do,whatever he
pleases ?”

Isu saw the faith of the man, though morally
so low, and understood why he should be highly
honoured.

Passing on he again met the fakir, whoat once
asked what Allah said. Isu did not give a direct
reply but asked, “Could a thousand camels with
their loads go through a needle’s eye?” .

The fakir answered, “ I am surprised that you
should ask me such a foolish question, if you had
asked me if even one could, my reply would be,
impossible.”

Isu saw that the man was without faith and
understood why he was shut out of heaven.

““Thus you see,” said my Mohammedan friend
“ faith is everything.”

“Yes” said I, ““ you tell of faith in the power
and mercy of God, but you have forgotten that
God is holy and just.”

At this point I tried to make clear the work
that Jesus did, in giving satisfaction to justice
for us, in His holy nature, and how by believing
in Him, divine mercy that was restrained, can
flow in its fulness into our hearts.

My friend gave heed for a little, and then pol-
itely begged to be excused, as the fourth season
for daily prayer wasat hand.

Sax FERNANDO, TRINTDAD, 1 Nov., 1805.

LETTER FRORM INDIA.
BY REV. J. BUCOANAN, M.D.
Tjjain, Sept. 11th, 1895,

?’@I‘Y Dear Si1STER,—The Brahmins still keep
s up their enmity against Herbert's work.
A brick came into the school the other day.
Herbert reasoned with them, saying, “why do
you interfere with the school?” Their cry is,
“IWhy do you teach the low castes to read?”’

Thepevple have been taught that the low castes
cannot learn to read, as they are from the feet of
Kramm. Hence they are doubly angry, 1st, as
the fact that they do learn contradicts the teach-
ing of the Brahmins: and 2nd, because it will
show the poor people how the priesthood has
been grinding them down. However there is no
cause for alarm.

I am having a good run of patients these days;
from cighty to one hundred daily. The dispen-
sary is gencrally pretty well filled when we
speak to the patients,

¥ had a long talk with Ganesh Ram, an earnest
enquirer. Ie has been coming for some time
and has appeared to be in earnest. To-day he
was all broken up. He says his heart's desire is
to follow Christ and be with himj; and that he
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knows his friends will cast him off. For this he
is prepared, even though he cannot get the
young wife that he seems to love very much,
She is just now with her father at Gwalior, and
has been there for about three months. But he
is going to make a strong effort to get her. Heis
afraid her friends will not let her come, as he is
a soldier in the native regiment and has barely
enough to keep them both in food. He thinks
that they may allow her to come if they see that
he has some other work so that he can support
her.

I broke my usual rule in favor of him, as he
seemed to be so much in earnest and unselfishly
in carnest, to get his little wife to whom he
spoke about becoming a Christian before she
went away. I told him that I thought we could
give him some employment. This is the more
necessary as the native regiment is to go from
here in about three months, and the people
would say, why go to the great expense, two or
three month’s salary, when that might be saved
by just waiting a little while. The poor fellow
wept ab the thought of what it may cost him to
follow Christ, viz., his own flesh and biood.

You know there is a good deal said in Can-
ada about the Hindoos not loving their wives
because of the zenana and the child marriage.
Now while their methods are very different from
ours, I firmly believe many of them have just as
real, if differently expressed, affection for their
wives, as people at home. Infact the association
with the child-wife from infancy from time to
time, tends to make them have similar ideas
about many things and also to modify their
tastes so as to bring them more and more into
harmony. Of course I do not believe in child
marriage, still it is not an unmitigated evil as
many suppose.

This poor fellow, any way, seems to think, next
to the matter of salvation, of his wife. Pray for
the tried an that if it is God’s will he may get
salvation both for himself and for his wife.

On the head of the joy now comes i pain. The
head master of the school, a Christian, has, it
appears, struck a boy before all the others and

making two, and therefore just leaving each
room one door for light and air. ‘These doors
are so low that we have to get down pretty close
to mother-earth to enter, and while one is enter-
ing the room is in almost utter darkness. It
being the rainy season now, nothing in the way
of bailding can be done for two months, and so
must try and do the best I can in my wee hut.
These Pensionpura girls are improving very
nicely, and arereally lovable. I am exceedingly
fond of them.

Anold woman in that village made quite a
confession to me the other day when I went to
visit her (she was sick at the time). She said,
¢ Miss Sahib, it is a very hard thing to have to
confess, but I must tell you that when you first
came here I thought you were not going to care
for us or love us, and that you would not give us
medicine if we were sick, or care, in fact, wheth-
er we lived or died. You would just come and
talk to us and then go away. But, Miss Sahib,
it is many months now since I have quite chan-
ged my opinion, and I know you love us and care
for us, and I feel ashamed that I thought so
badly of you.”

This and & great deal more she said, but I give
this just to show they are like ourselves, unciv-
ilized as they are, and appreciate loving acts as
other people. Ilove them more the more I sce of
their misery and degradation. There are so
many of them for onc to help *hat sometimes the
work seems hopeless, but then comes the thought
the work is God’s and Ie can *“save by many or
by few,” so we take courage and do what lies in
our power,

In speaking of the work to the General’s wife
a few days ago, she said to me that it seemed
“a hopeless task.” Isaid: ¢ Yes, to the natural
eye, but to the eye of faith not so.”

The other village work is also more encour-
aging now, although I have had many difficulties
in persuading the little girls to attend. Their
religious teachers, and others, a short time ago
told them that I wanted them to attend school
for a few months and then put them in jail until
they should pay Bs. 25 cach.  Of course the poor

there \vas a good deal of bad talk suchas isnot ' little things were quite frightened and many

likely to impress the heathen with the qualitics

would not attend school, but others who had

o? the Christ we come to represent. I shall have, more faith in me came, and gradually that

to deal with the matter. This is a duty that
missionaries have to do, but which they very
much dislike.”

GLIMPSES OF WORK IN INDIA.
BY MISS CALDER OF MHOW.

HE old school in Pensionpura has become
quite unsafe Lo enter, so of late the school

has been conducted in a little native hut without
vertilation of any kind excepting a door at front
and back, the room being divided by a partition,

“scare” was a thing of the past.

The girls now from Kakarpura come very
regularly and gladly, but the parents of the
higher castes in old Mhow are extremely fright-
ened that I shall make them all Christians and
so do not send their girls regularly, consequentiy
the work among them is not satisfactory. The
house-visitinz goes on the same as before, no
one objecting to the Bible or the hymns, but
always very anxious to listen, and will ask for
many more hymns than I have strength to sing
for them.—Leaflct.
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The Chinese around Hsin Chen, Honan, are
still extremely hostile.  As the time fo. the
expiring of the lease of mission property arrived,
the gentry (so-called) were making a determined
effort to prevent its renewal and so get rid of
the missionaries altogether. Whilst the heathen
are raging, the Holy Spirit is working, and en-
guirer are multiplying.

More Charches On visiting one of our country

for Honan. stations recently, they led me
out to see the site of the future Chapel. The new
believers there, who knew none of these things
a year ago, had bought it with their own money,
paying a sum which to people in Canada would
be as if they paid $300 or $400 for a lot in some
village as a site for a church, These people are
now waiting to be taken on probation with a
view to baptism.  If the presentisany indication
of the future, the fruits after baptism will be un-
to everlasting life.

“Now we can in this end of the field, count
seven points ab which lights have been szt a
burning,” writes Mr. McGillivray, speaking of
the different towns or villages at one end of the
Honan field, where a little band of Christians
has been gathered.

A Honan ] have just returned from a visit
Communion. toour stations. At the first of
these six Christians partook of the sacred em-
blems. One who has been ill a year with dropsy,
sat on the bed, from which she was unable to be
moved. Our commmunion table was a native
couch, upon which a quilt was spread for acover.
This table was placed next our sick sister's bed.
As we have no chapel, mectings are held in
member’s houses ; and on this occasion, in order
to have our sister partake, for the first, and per-
haps, the last time on ecarth, of the eclements
which significd her Saviour's love to her, hor
husband’s humble house (kitchen, bedroom.
dinning-room all in one ) became for the time be-
ing our chapel, yet was not this mud-floored
hovel the very gate of heaven? How rude the
vessels and furniture of this house of God, when
we think of similar occasions at home in Canada!
But the blessing depends not on such accessor-
ies, and the Master Himself was there.

—D. McGillivray.

LETTER FROM HONAN.
BY REV. MURDOCK M‘KENZIE.
Cnu, WaxG, 25 Sept., 1595.

S~

EAR MR. ScoTT :—Christian friends in Canada
&% desire missionaries to send them such items
of news as will enable them totake an intelligent
interest in the work being done in the various
mission fields of our Church. Were il possible
for us to do so wo would gladly have them see
with our cyes, hear with our cars, and feel with
our hearts, what we see, hear, and feel, con-

stantly. Only by some such method as that,

could they clearly understand what heathen-

fm is to those in daily contact with it. Oral or

writtens statements convey very faint impres-

sions of the concrete realities the missionary of

the Cruss meets in carrying out hl's Divine Mas-
1 ter's commission.

As Iwrite yjou these lines six Chinese girls
are reciting the Catechism in a room a few feet
distant. In accordance with Chinese custom the
feet of each was bound at an early age, so they
are destined to be cripples for life. They are
from poor families, and did not know a char-
acter, (word letter) till taught by the foreign
ladies. Water is very abundant here but 2
glance is suflicient to convinee us that they use
it spavingly. They come daily and are making
most encouraging progress. A few daysago they
repeated the Christian Trimetrical Classic, con-
taining 1512 characters, almost without & mis-
take. They have learned several Christian hymns
also, and sing these daily, quite heartily. Their
understandings are still weak, but the memory
of each is getting stored with Christian truth
which will yet we hope mould their lives. This
is the senlor girl's class. The juniors, taught
daily in the same manner, give evidence of
similar interest and are making steady pro-
gress in knowledge. Their future is known to
God alone. Surely all will pray that lie will
bless and save them.

I sat in the Street Chapel a few hours ago ad-
dressing the patients waiting their turn for Me-
dical treatment.  Would that your readers were
able to witness for themselves these daily scenes.
Over twenty patn.nt,s are often sitting, listen.ng
impaticntly to the Gospel, which sees to offer
so little present and palpable benefit, and long-
ing for th tangible advantages which our
Medical brother is able to bestow. Were 1 dis-
posed to be envious, it mizht be possible tocovet
such drawing power 2 skill and drugs possess,
and wish too that the preacher had as many
soul patients as the doctor has body patients to
attend to constantly. It is hard to convince
them of the truth that the healing skill and
effective medicines bave been brought within
their reach by Jesus Christ

The great majoritd of these men are unable to
read. Many are suffering from preventible dis-
eases. A goodly number can be cured of their
ailments. Others could be cured had they come
some months earlier but their malady was con-
sidered unimportant then. Now itisbeyondihe
physician’s power to cure it Quite a number
come for whom nothing whatever can be done.
Some wiil not submit to the necessary treatinent
and thus receive no benefit.  Others rewain for
a few days and then depart to return no more.

Gratitude for favors received does not seem a
marked characteristic of Chinese patients, while
many of them do show mostremarkable readiness
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in misunderstanding the instructions which
accompanied their prescriptions. Cusiosity in
examining the foreign medicines seems natural
to very many.

Sufferers from nalaria average over twenty
daily at present. Skin diseases and eye com-
plaints are also very common. There are many
sad, helpless, hopeless, sufferers.  There are
three fairly hopeful men among those calling
daily at the dispensary meantime. We trust
that they are resolved to forsake idols and cleave
only to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Itinerating work by native helpers is carried
on steadily. These brethren on find'ng any
hopeful persons, spend considerable time in the
districts where they reside. Two men, the
fruit of work done by the helpers, came here
last week for examination with a view to having
their names recorded. It was reported that
several others may be expected from that region.
The answers given, showed that they had a firm
hold of some important Christian truths.

The number of enquirers is steadily increasing.
The converts are holding on their way faithfully
and some of them are developing into fairly
aggressive Christian workers.

The “rainy season” in IHonan was an un-
usually long one this year, and the results have
been corespondingly disastrous. Bridges were
swept away, in some cases hindering traffic very
seriously, and giving an opportunity of devising
means for filching people’s money. The river
bursted it's banks at various points destroying
much valuable grain and not a few houses,
leaving many persons on the verge of starvation,
and drowning considerable numbers. Some of
our converts have suffered severely through the
loss of part of their crops.

The Chino-Japanese war terminated some
months ago but its direful consequences are be-
ing now experienced and will continue for years
to come. While Japan has but slight reason to
congratulate herself on the result, it has been
all loss and no gain to China. It has left her at
the mercy of internal and external foes more
than she was before. Her fleet has been sunk or
captured. Her army has been defeated and
demoralized. Her credit with forcign countries
has been badly shaken. She has to pay 2 heavy
indemnity, cede valuable territory, borrow
money at high rates of interest, and will have to
resort to various peculiar methods for extracting
mondy from her own people.

Notwithstanding what many regarded as
China’s crushing humiliation, it is becoming
pretty evident to all candid observers that her
officials, gentry, and literati, are as proud and
prejudiced, as bitterly anti-foreign and anti-
Christian as before.

The war was scarcely ended when an anti-
Christian crusade was set on foot. This broke
out in the Province of Si-Chuen, in the far

west and has now spread to other regions.
Mission premises were destroyed with all their
contents.  The work of years was in a few days
completely stopped. Many missionaries, after
experiencing the cruel tender mercies of the
Chinese, were compelled to betake themselves
to other provinees, and some of them will be life-
long sufferers. This has happened in what was
regarded as one of the friendliest provinces in
China.

Robbing and rioting were soon followed by
more dastardly and atrocious deeds. In the Pro-
vince of Fu-Kien, on the Ist of August, n mis-
sionary band of ten persons were barbarously
butchered in cold blood. The party consisted of
on man, a child, seven missionary ladies, and a
nurse. This was the most deliberatery planned
and terrible massacre of Protestant foreigners
that has yet taken place in China and has drawn
out a universal burst of righteous indignation.
It remains to be seen what the nations mainly
affected are to do in such circumstances.

A Mohammedan rebellion which threatens to
assume gigantic proportions is now going on in
Kan-su, and the North West. Unloss speedily
checked it may lead to the formation of a fanati-
cal Mohammedan State in that section of China.

Cholera is breaking out rapidly in various
towns and cities. The latest report from Peking
is to the effect that 50,000 persons have alrcady
died of the awful scourge in the Capital. China’s
worst foes could scarcely desire to see ihe
country in a more deplorable condition.

Meantime what is being done for this unhappy
Empire? DMilitary men are urging on China the
necessity of forming an immense standing army,
to be drilled after forcign fashion. War vessels
of the most recent and destructive types, must
be purchased. A railway to cross central China
is urged as indispensable. A large university is
to be opened in Tientsin.  The oreat Viceroy Li
Hung Chang has been superseded and men
known to be violently hostile to some of his
counsels are now controlling the nation. Bands
of yournig Chinese are to be sent abroad to learn
how foreign nations became great and find out
what can be done for China.

It is left to missionaries to assert that what
China above all else needs, Christ and Christian-
ity alone can give. Itis doubtful whether asingle
foreign minister in China will tell the statesmen
and official classes of this land that Christianity
alone can save them from the destruction that
many regard as inevitable. Ambassadors could
do this if they only would. Missionaries would
do it if they only could.

God’s purposes we know are unfolding and His
time to favour China may just be about to dawn.
China necds the prayers of God's children in
every land in this her serious crisis. Let there
be wise counsels, decided action, a righteous
policy, generous givings, faithful preaching, and
believing prayer; and the 20th century may sce
China making rapid prcgress towards true
Christian civilization.
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Churele Qotes and Woticrs,
26~ Will Presbytery Clerks, immediately at tho closa
of a meoting of Presbytery.kindly send a card with in-
ductions, resignations, and timo and place of next meet-
iug.
PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoma, Webbwood, March.

Bruce, Paisley, 10 Dec., 1.30 p.m.

Brockville, Prescott, 10 Dec., 2 p.m.
Brandon, Brandon, st Tues. March.
Chatham, Ridgetown, 9th Dec., 7.30 p.m.
Calgary, Calg., Kuox, 1st Fri. Mar., 8 pom.
Glengarry, Maxville, 17 Dec.

Guclph, Guelph, Knox, 21 Jan., 10.30 a.m.
Huron, Seaforth, 21 Jan., 10.30 a.m.
Kamloops, Enderby, 4 Dec., 10,30 a.m.
Kingston, Belleville, St. And., 17 Dec., 2 p.m.
Lindsny, 'Woodville. 17 Dec., 11 a.m.
Montreal, Mont., {nox, 17 Dec., 10a.m.
Owen Sound, O. Sd., Knox, 17 Dec., 10 a.m.
Paris, Woodstock, Knox, 14 Jan.

Petervoro, Pet., St. P.aul's, 17 Dec., 9a.m.
Regina, Moosomin, 5 Mar.

Rock Luke, Crystal City, 19 Mar.

Saugeen, Mt. Forest, 10 Dec., 10a.m

Sarnia, Sarnia, St. And., 17 Dec., 11a.m,
Stratford, Stratford, Knox, 12 Nov., 10.30 a.m.
Sydney, N. Sydney, 15 Jan.

Tor., Tor., St. Aud., Ist Tues. every mo.
Victoria, Nanaimo, St. And., 3 Dee,, 2 pam.
Westminster, New West.,St. A.,3Dec.,2.30p.m.

INDUCTIONS.

Ar. Malcolrn McLeod, called from Cape North,
C. B., into South Gut and Englishtown, Sydney
Pres. 4 December.

Mr. J. W, Fowler, into Sherbrooke, N.S., 19
November.

Mr. W. A. Cook, late of Dorchester, into
Thorold, 31 October.

_Mr. J. A. Mahafiy, into Knox Ch, Milton, 19
November.

Mr. J. K. McClure, irto Harcourt, N.I3., 19
November.

Mr. Allan Moore, ordzined, and inducted at,
Oak Lake, Brandon Pres. 32 October.

Mr. Geo. Lougheed, ordained, and inducted, in-
to Webbwood, Algoma Pres. 24 October.

Mr. W. P. Archibald called from Cavendish
etc. P. E. 1., into Sunny Brae, N.S., 28 Nov.

M. T. JJ. Thompson, to be ordained, and in-
ducted, into John St Ch, Belleville.

Mr. T. Miller, into Richmond, ctc., St. John
Pres., 19 Nov.

Mr. Alexander Craise, into Mt. Stewart, etc.,
P.E.L, 16 Oct.

RESIGNATIONS. .

Mr. G. W. Fortune, of Elkhorn, Brandon Pres.
10 November.

Mr. D. H. Hodge, of Oak Lake, Brandon Pres.

AMr. R. G. Sinclair, of Mt. Pleasant and Bishop-
gate, Paris Pres.

Mr. R. B. Smith, of Ashburn and Utica, Whit-
by Pres.

MINISTERIAL OBITGARIES

Rev. Alexander MacLennan was born in Ross-
shire, Scotiand, and came to Canada whilea boy.
He was educated in the Goderich High School
and Knox College from which he graduated in

1865, After being licensed he took a year in
Princeton and labored one summer at Parkhill
and some months at Wallacetown. In 1808, he
bhecame pastor of :Xnox Church,Sydenham, Hoath
Head, where he labored for twenty-seven years.
He worked for the last year in f:v.iling health,
and then removed to Owen Sound to be nearer
medical skill, but pneumonia set int with pleuris

zénd he died on the 12th of September aged 6

om.

Rev. J. A. McConnell was born 25th May, 1836,
in County Armagh, Ireland ; came to Canada in
1:54; was educated, and labored for some time
in the United States, and wassettled in Watson’s
Corners, 1st Dec., 1850. He had decided to retire
from the ministry, was leaving Watson’s Corners,
had everything packed for removal, and sitting
at the tea-table conversing with his wife, he
bowed his head as if to ask a blessing, but it wis
death. In a moment from life here to li-e
immortal.

Rev. Robert J. Laidlaw was born at Equess-
ing. Ont., 3rd Dec., 1839, He graduated from
Toronto Universit in 1859, taught at Quatre
Bras until 1863, and at Waterloo, Ont., until 1t 47,
He then engaged in business for about a year,
aad entered the Theological Seminary at Prince-
ton, N.Y., in 1868, and was licensed in Princeton
in the spring of 1871, In May, 1871, he accepted
a call to First Church, Columbus, Ohio, remov-
ing in 1875 to Jefterson Avenue Church, betroib,
and in 1878 to St. Paul’'s Church, Hamilton,
where he labored until laid aside by the sickness
that ended this life, 24th Oct 1895,

FLiterary ANotices,

WEeBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, Suc
cessor to Webster's Unalntidyed, is the most
complete work of its kind that we have ever
examined. The whole circle of human know-
ledge has been laid under tribute to bring forth
what appears to be as complete and perfect a
dictio ary, as it is now possible to produce. Its
fullness and accuracy are remarkable ; while its
wealth of illustration in all departments, render
its clear definitions still more vivid; and in
addition, makeit a book that delights even the
children, as they unconsciously absorbthe know-
ledge which these illustrations impart. The
Patent Denison Index is a luxury that becomes
a necessity with use.

G. & C. Merriam Co., Publishers. Springfield,
Mass. May be ordered through any bookseller.

INx ™aE Davs oF Avip Laxeg Syxg, by Ian
Maclaren. To those who have read the Bonnie
Briar Bush it is enough to say that this second
hook is as good as the first. It is much to say
but, after caveful reading, with pauses to swal-
low the 1 aps, for humor, power, and pathos,
Ian Maclasen stands unrivalled. Sold by Drys-
dale & Co., Montreal,

A Booxk oF FaMILY PRAYERS, BY REV. DR.
Grece. With prayers for each day of the month
and special prayers suitable for special occasions.
Second edition, revised and enlarged. While we
think it better that the prayers around the
famnily altar should be without such aid, if help
be necessary, Dr. Gregg's excellent book has this
merit, that it is by one of our own ministers,
well fitted for such a work, and is thercfore
speeially suited to the wants of our people. Pub-
hished by Williamson & Co., Toronto.—Price $1.
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Preshyterionism Qbrvoad.

In New A century and a-half ago the few
England. Presbyterions in New England suf-
fered grievous disabilities. The First Presby-
terian Chureh of Newburyport, organized in 1746,
was required to pay taxes, for thirty years, to
the Congregationalist « hurch of Newbury, thus
giving some color to the words of a satirist who
has said that “the pilgrim fathers left England
because they wished to worship as they pleased
and to make everybody else do the same.”

After bearing this tax for thirty years, the
little band of Presbyterians prepared a petition
to the King of England, asking relief. The Colo-
nial Legislature, hearing of the movement, and
not wishing royal interference, hastened to grant
the exemption.

As lite as 184G, when this First Presbyterian
Church of Newburyport was a century old, it
was the only Presbyterian church in New Eng-
land connected with a Presbytery ; but so great
has been the chang: during the last fifty years,
that there are now in New England, in the
Boston Presbytery, forty-nine churches, and the
latest proposal is to divide the Presbytery into
two, and form the Synod of New England.

This rapid advance of Presbyterianism is in
some measure due to the immigration from
Canada, particularly from the Maritime Pro-
vinces; and while we are sorry to lose such a
class, it is none the less a matter for thankful-
ness, that when they leave us they carry their
principles with them and help to mould for
righteousness their adopted country.

Presbyterian Items
The University of Aberdeen has been celebrat-
ing its fourth centenary.

Rev. J. W. Macdonald, F.C., Kirkcaldy, has
gone to take charge of the continental station at
Nice for six months.

Rev. Dr. Herdinan of Melrose, Scotland, bro-
ther of the late Rev. Mr. Herdman of Pictou,
N.S., has just celebrated his jubilee.

“In Ireland, several mncetings of elders have
been held to protest against the introduction by
the Assembly of an authorized hymn book.”

Of twenty-seven candidates for admissicn to
Glasgow University Divinity Hall, nine (non-
graduates) have failed to pass the present
session.

The Young Men's Guild of the Established
Church of Scotland, has now 670 branches, and
26,000 members. Of these latter, 5,250 are total
abstainers.

¢ The Presbyterians cling more closely to the
college of fishermen than to the College of Car-
dinals ; they contend for a scriptural faith and
or & scriptural worship.—Pitt.

Rev. Alexander Connell, B.D., minister of
Regent Square church, London, preaches oc-
casionally in the afternoons in Gaelic. The
language of Eden in modern Babylon.

A strong feeling is growing in the Irish Pres-
byterian Church that reform is needed in the
method of the calling of ministers, and still more
in their release from unsuitable spheres.

At the opening of the Assembly’s College, Bel-
fast, Rev, T. M. Hamill was installed in the
chair of Systematic Theology, and delivered his
inaugural address on “Theology and the Creeds.”

‘The Presbyterian hospitals in Pekin and
Canton in 1893 treated fifty-seven thousand five
hundred and forty-one cases. llow much that
means of Christ-like work and who can estima
the results1”

According to Professor Lindsay, convener of
the Free Church of Scotland Foreign M ssion
Committee, the Presbyterians of the world main-
tain one-fourth of the evangelical foreign wmis.
sionaries of the world.

The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, at
its General Assembly in Auckland, reported
eighty-four ministers, fifteen students, 14,336
communicants, 200 Sabbath-schools, and 14,437
scholars. Its contributions to foreign missions
amounted to about £900.

“ Camphell College is a recent erection at Bei-
fast. It is a high school, endowed and finished
through the bequest of a wealthy Presbyterian.
None of the great English schools have finer
grounds or better appointments. It is intended
to henefit the Protestant denominations, with-
out regard o creed.”

Presbyterianism, which is hardly known in
rural England south of the Humber, is beginning
to make itself felt even in the country distriets.
In the county of Kent, three contiguous parishes
are now served by small Presbyterian churches,
viz., Edenbridge, Cowden, and Withyham. This
is owing to the influx of Scottish farmers.

““The union of the two sections of Presby-
terianism in Tasimania, Australia, will, it is
expected, soon be an accomplished fact. The
IFree Church has already agreed to the basis of
union, and has instructed the Attorney-General
to draft an * Enabling Act,” to allow the
Churches in its Presbytery to unite with the
Ta:manian Church, as soon as the Synod is
ready.”

The Triennial Federal Council, representing
the Free Ch. of Scotland, the U. P. Ch. of Scot-
land, and the Pres. Ch. of Engiand, met, this
year, in Dundee, Scotland, 13 and 14 Nov., with
papers by Principal Dykes, on “ Worship in the
Presbyterian Church”; Dr. Norman Walker,” on
¢ Co-operation in Christian work”; Dr. Georgo
Robson, on * Commerce and Foreign Missions™;
Dr. Monroe Gibson, on *“ Commerce” ; Rev. J. B.
Hastings, on “The Use of Wealth”, and Dr.
Adam Smith, on ‘“ Industrial Questions,”
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‘Lhe first lady doctor has been recognized in
Austria.

The French are already re-naming the streets
of the Malagasy towns in their possession.

Hungary's first Christian Endeavor Society
was lately organized, with seven members.

It is proposed to build a Bible Institute in
Glasgow at a cost of from $25,000 to $27,000.

“The next Lambeth Conference of the Bishops
of the Anglican Communion will be held in the
year 1897.”

It is said that Nihilism is now more active in
Russia than at any time since the death of Czar
Alexander IL

The French Jesuits have been recalled from
Uganda, and their place has been taken by a
band of English Jesuits.

The Duke of Argyll appeals to the British
public in behalf of starving Armenians, of whom
50,000 are without, food or shelter.

It is now said that of the 50,000 persons who
make up the population of Salt Lake City one-
half only profess the Mormon faith.

The New York Tribunme says: “The liquor
traflic is to-day the heaviest clog upon the pro.
gress and the deepest disgrace of the nineteenth
century.”

“ Buropean Protestantism is strongest inGreat
Britain, where its membership is 30,000,000, and
next comes Germany, with a Protestant popula-
tion of 29,000,000.”

¢ The population of the United States and
Territories is about 70,000,000. Of these, nearly
7,000,000 are Catholic, and more than 14.000,000
are Protestant communicants.”

Some harps have been discovered in Egyptian
tombs. The strings in several instances were
intact, and gave forth distinet sounds after a
silence of threc thousand years

The result of the tenth annual self-denial week
of the Salvation Army, shows that £16,920 was
received from Britain, £13,730 from Australia,
both a little in advance of last year.

““ Marshall Ficld, of Chicago, who is reported
to have made 57,000,000 in the dry goods business
last year, will not allow a line of his advertising
to appear in the Sunday newspapers.

Information comes from Paristhat the Chinese
government has agreed to pay to France about
cight hundred thousand dollars indemnity for
the property of Frenchmissions destroyed by the
raob at Sze-Chuen.

A Russian llebrew is said to have devoted a
lnrge sum to establishing a Jewish University
in Jerusalem, in which special attention is to be
paid to the Semitic languages and Ilebrew
literature.—Christian Leader.

The New York World says: ‘A tareful esti-
mate made by a well-posted brewer fixes the loss
of the brewers each week since the enforcement
of the excise law at $250,000.” The Voice asks
the World, who has this $250,000 now 2

General Booth completed his African tour re-
cently and sailed for New Zealand. His mission
was sucecessful, and a gif't of 29,000 acres of land
in Switzeriand has been made to him in connec-
tion with important extensions of his worlk.

One man in Chesier, England, has been before
the police justices 130 timies for drunkenness or
assaults ; his father was up 35 times, one sister
67, and another 20, The cost of prosecuting the
family and keeping it in prison has been over
$10,000.”

There are 23,769 students in German universi-
ties, of whom 4,597 are studying theology, 5,132
law, 8,301 medicine, and 7,619 philosophy. As
compared with last year's figures, a considersble
decrease is registered in the number of students
of evangelical tieology. ~Christian Leader.

There is a certain indication that the demon
drink is makingrapid progress among the higher
classes of India. Half-a-dozen taverns where
hizh-class people live, in a single street of a big
city in the South isa frightful omen of what is
instore in the future of the people of this coun-
try.—~Lx.

Major Mathison, an officer of the Eaglish
army, who has served cighteen years and dis-
tinguished himself on the battlefields of Egypt,
has resigned his commission tc become a mis-
sionary. He wiil go to Ceylon under the auspices
of the Church Missionary Society, and will work
without pay.—Pres. Lev.

Christianity has accomplished much in main-
taining a recognized standard of morality, keep-
ing vice back under the shadows and enforcinga
recognition of theSabbath-day. Since the Gospel
has accomplished so much what may it not
accomplish if its millions of believers willbe true
and faithful to it.—Ch. at Iome.

The numerous deaths of missionaries in Africa
can be traced to the fact of their settling right in
or near the swampy, malarial belt instead of
pushing inland to the healthy elevated regions.
Dr. Picrson says “ Most of the deaths of mission-
aries in Africa have been quite unnecessary j you
are reasonably safe if you look after four things:
—light vegetable dict, right hoursof travelling,
boil all drinking water, do not live necar the
swamp."~—Med. Miss. Herald.
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“The income of the American Board during
its past fisead year was $716,537.17.  Half a mil-
lion of this was received in donations, Legacies
and interest account for the balance. The sum
of $601,585.99 was expended on the missions,
$13,964.21 on agencies, §10,947.17 on publications,
and $28,434.59 on administration. The debt was
$116,237.56 on Aug. 31st, 1804, and had fallen to
$114,632.38 by Aug,. 3lst, 1895.”

The latest effort to distribute the population of
the globe, according to religions, has been made
by the Deulsche Kirchenzeitung, and results as
follows: Protestant Christians, 200,000,000 ; Ro-
man Catholic Christians, 195,000.000 ; Greck
Catholic Christians, 105,000,000 ; total Christians,
500,000,000. Jews, £,000,009; Mohammedans, 150, -
000,000 ; heathens, 812,000,000 ; total non-Chris-
tians, 1,060,000,000. The toial population of the
earth is estimated at 1,500,000,000, distributed as
follows : Europe, 381,200,010; Africa, 127,000,000 ;
Asia, 854,000,000; Australia, 4,730,000; America,
133,670,000 ; total, 1,500,000,000.

An innkeeper, some time ago, rescued an In-
verness Roman Catholic priest from a monastery
near Aix-la-Chapelle, who, though sane, was
detained three years as a lunatic. The priest’s
account of the asylum induced the innkeeper to
publish a pamphlet, charging the priests with
horrible barbarities. The authorvities at the
monastery charged the writer with libel. The
trial took place in Berlin and occupied a wecek,
the court finding that the charges were proved
up to the hilt. The result has caused a tremend-
ous scensation throughout Germany, and is being
followed by & prosecution of the monks.

Upwards of half a million of the native women
of India were relieved last year by the medical
staff and appliances of the Lady Duflerin Fund.
The number has gone on increasing annually at
a rapid rate. It is nearly ten years since, in
obedience to the charge laid upon her by the
Queen-Empress, the Governor-General's wife
formed the Fund which bears her name. 1t has
in that time employed seventy-three lady doctors
of various degrees of qualifications, has establish-
ed fifty-seven hospitals and dispensaries in vari
ous parts of India, and has trained 262 women in
the several medical schouls and coileges there.

It is stated that in 1822 the Turks massacred
50,000 Christian Greeks in the Island of Chios ; in
1850, 10,000 Nestorians and Armenian Christians
in Kurdistan; in 1860, 11,000 Maronites and
Syrian Christians in Lebanon and Damascus ; in
1876, 10,000 Bulgarian Christians in Bulgaria; and
in August, 1894, 16,000 Armenian Christians in
Sassoun. This makes a total of 97,000 oflicial
murders. It is not too much to assume at least
3000uncatalogned, unofficial murders of Christian
subjects during the last 75 years by the Sublime
Porte. At alow estimate the grand total would
be 100,000 Christian wantonly murdered by Turks
since 1820."—AMissionary Revicw.

Between 5,000 and 6,000 tons of opium are sent
from India to China annually as an article of
Euglish trade, from which the Indian Govern-
ment derives, at the present time, an annual
revenue of 32,000,000 dols.  And what is this but
an enormously Jarge and odorous {ly in the oiut-
ment of British Chiistianity, which grievously
pullutes the air of this lower world, and smells
to heaven l—Missionary Review.

IN SOUTH AMERICAN CITIES.

°

&LL that has ever been said of the import-
@5 ance of city missions in London, Paris,
New Yerk or Chicago, applies with equal or
greater force to Rio de Janciro, Bahia, Monte-
video, Beunos Ayres and Valparaizo. These
cities exercise an influence upon the life of the
people about them relatively greater than that
of the large cities in other countries. By far the
most important interests, social, political and
commercial, which exist in these South Ameri-
can Republics are centered in their large coast
citics. The provincial towns follow in their lead.
* Convert Chicago and you will have all Illinois
on the anxious seat,” says Dr. Parkhurst. Con-
vert the capitals of these nine Republics and. the
evangelization of South America will be a short
und easy task.

One of the great obstacles to the progress of
the Gospel in the smaller towns and country
places in South America is the social ostracism
which must be borne by all who accept Protest-
antism. One must sce it and feel it to know its
power. This obstacle hardly exists in the large
cities.  ““Where men are most crowded together
they are farthest apart.” This independence
and freedom from restraint malkes it casier for
men to accept the Gospel.

Thousands of pcople from the neighboring
towns and surrounding country visit the larze
cities every year for business or pleasure. Many
from curiosity attend the Protestont worship
and go home to tell their friends what they have
scen and heard.

The Church of Christ knows how to assimilate
men of all classes and nationalities. The chief
supporters of the native Presbyterian Church in
Rio de Janeiro are an Italian and a Scotchman.
The missionary must break through all the
barriers which separate men and approach them
as men and not as belonging to this or that
nationality. The Gospel and the whole mission-
ary enterprise are cosmopolitan in character and
the missionary of all men should be cosmopolitan,
and there is no valid reason why he should avoid
the great mixed populations of the large cities.

It is sometimes claimed that converts can be
made more easily in the smaller towns and
country districts. What the Church wauts, we
are told, is results or glowing reports and that
she grows impatient if they are not forthcoming.
It may be conceded that it is mere difficult to
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obtain the same results in point of numbers in
city missions. But what is success? What is
progress? Can we gain a victory while we leave
the enemy in possession of all the strong posi-
tions with his main column still untouched ?
‘Was it not admirable generalship which achieved
the conversion of the Romun Empire in 300
years ?

If we are to evangelize these South American
Republics, we must learn this lesson from hist-
ory; the “stragetic points” must be seized and
held at any cost. For this work we need what
Dr, Monro Gibson aptly calls *telescopic faith.”

As to the best method of carrying on mission
work in South American cities, the opinion is
general, among those who best know their con-
dition, that it will be found to be ths well-known
method which has been employed with such
success in the McCall Mission of Paris.—In Ch.
at Home and Abroad.

PALESTINE AND THE JEWS.

YRIA wasso called from its chief commercial
city, Sur (Tyre), and it denotes an historical
rather than a political territory.

The extent of the territory which goes by this
name is about 400 miles (from the Taurus Mount-
ains to Egypt) by 200 miles (from the Med-
iterranean to the Syrian desert). The population
is about 2,000,000, about one half of whom are
orthodox Mohammedans, the remainder belong-
ing to various sects—Nusairiyeh, Maronites,
Greeks, Papists, Druses, Arabs, Jews, Armen-
ians, ete,

Palestine, the Promised Land of the Hebrew
and the birthplaze of the Christian faith, has
been from time immemorial the field of political
and more especially of religious strife. Here
Mohammedanism, Judaism, Romanism, Oriental
sects and Christianity meet in a common belief
in God and in a reverence for the Ioly Land, but
here they contend zealously to uphold and prop-
agate their different creeds regarding God's ap-
pointed way of salvation.

It wasnotuntil 1819 that Protestantism entered
upon the field. Then Rev. Pliny Fisk and Rev.
Levi Parsons landed in Smyrna and began work
in Jerusalem and Beirut. Wars and pestilence,
intolerance, persecution, and banishment, beset
these and subsequent missionaries on each side,
and made the work of evangelization exceedingly
difficult and progress slow. The Bible was de-
nounced and proscribed and burned, and theose
who read it were persecuted and excommuni-
cated.

In 1822 the American Arabic press was founded
at Mualta, and in 1831 was removed to Beirut.
This press has now printed over 500,000,000 pages
in Arabic (nearly 23,000,000 in 1803); there have
been issued over 500 publications which bear the
seal of the Imperial Board of Public Instruction.

In 1893, 33,281 Arabic Scriptures were issued and
sent inte Turlkey, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Arabia,
Tunis, Algiers, Morocco, India, Persia, Muscat,
and Bahrein,

The first girls’ school ever opened in the Turk-
ish Empire was established in 1834 in Beirut by
Mrs, Eli Smith. In Syria there aré now nearly
10,000 girls (and as many more men and boys)
under Protestant instruction, besides thousand
in the Greek and papal schools. Female edu-
cation has wrought a palpable change in the
status and dignity of woman ; the moral and in-
tellectual elevation which have resulted are plain
even to the casual observer. The mother is be-
coming the primary instructor of the children at
home, and by precept and example their moral
and religious guide.

In 1839 a boys’ boarding-school was opened in
Beirut with 15 pupils, and in 1863 the Syrian
Protestant College, which in 1894 had 46 collegi-
ate students, 60 medical students, 134 in the pre-
paratory department ; total, 240. In 1848the first
Syrian Evangelical Church was organized in
Beiriit with 18 members.

There are now 21 medical missionary stations,
which treat annually about 3000 in-door and 140,
000 out-door patients. The principal American
agency at work is thePresbyterian Board (North),
besides which there are 21 other American, Eng-
lish, Scotch, and Irish, denominational and in-
dependent missions carryinz on educational and
medical work among all classes.

Jerusalem is becoming one of theheadquarters
for work among the Jews, of whom there are
now about 50,000 in Palestine (over 25,000in Jeru-
salem.) Work among the lepers is carried on by
the Moravians.

Ninecteenth-century civilizationisrudely chang-
ing the character and customs of the country.
The sacred hills are beginning to resound with
the puirand shrick of the modern locomotive,
and the Dead Sea is to be navigated by freight
and passenger boats.

The number of Hebrews on the face of the
globe is estimated at from 7,000,000 to 8,000,000
(about twice as many as were in Palestine in
David's reign). There are about 6,800,000 in Eu-
rope (3,600,000 in Russia and 1,860,000 in Austria);
the remainder are scattered over the face of the
carth, but are distinguishable everywhere not
only by their national characteristics, but in re-
taining the ir national name as a surname instead
of as discriptive adjective —e. g., American-
Jews, German-Jews, etc., whereas other nation-
alities take the name of their adopted country—
¢. ., German-Aimnerican, ete.

There are over 30 societics in operation for the
cvangelization of this “ chosen race;™ they oper-
ate insome 130 stations, employ over 300 workers,
and have gathercd about 150,000 converts. A
' Christian Israclite almost invariably mahles a
' zealous and eflicient Missionary.—Miss: Revicw.
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WILLING.

Teach me to do Thy willl
Is all my prayer,

Finding it glory still
Thy cross to bear.

To know what is Thy will
Is all my care;

Then would I fear no ill
From anywhere.

Willing Thy will to do,
Then shall I know

‘Where-e'er Thou leadest to,
Gladly I go.

Ready to suffer loss,
Bear any pain,

Fearing not any cross
Shall be in vain.

Flesh has no weariness,
Earth has no frown,

But through dreariness
Glitters a crown.—Pres.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

¢ Y am the Light of the world.”
¢ Ye are the light of the world.”

The restless millions wait

That light whose dawning makethall things new;

Christ also waits, but men are slow and late,

Have we done what we could? Havel? Mave
you?

A cloud of witnesses above encompassus,

We love to think of all they see and know,

But what of this great multitude in peril,

1Who sacly wait below ?

Oh, let this thrilling vision daily move us

To earnest prayers and deeds before unknown,

That souls redeemed from many lands may join
us,

Whaen Christ brings home his own.

—Assembly's Herald.

CONSCIENCE SPEAKING.

During a season of division and alienatior, a
minister once preached a pointed and faithful
serinon upon brotherly love. Inillustrating one
phase of the subject he spoke so plainly and di-
rectly that an elder took offense, supposing that
some one had tuld the preacher of a conversation

he had had with another brother. Calling one |

day upon him, his pastor assured him that he
knew nothing of what passed between the two
brethren.

His wife being present spoke up and said,
‘“Jugh, the shoe fits ; take it.” e was a scn-
sible Christian man, and at once acknowledged
his fault came back
duty.

Men often take umbrage because their faults
are publicly exposed in the pulpit, when the pas-
tor has them not personally in his mind but is
only presenting the truch in a direct and forcible
way. It happens to hit them. Conscience brings
it home to them, and they seek to get rid of its
force by complaining against the bearer of it.
Far better would it be if they acknowledged
their guilt and sued for pardon.—Pres.

“HE GOETH BEFORE.”

One day we were away in a village some dist-
ance from Matsuye in Japan., We had walked
about a good deal, and were rather tired. No-
body seemed to want to hear our message, every-
body had an excuse, and we were beginning to
feel disheartened. Was it any use at all? Just
then some little children saw us and cried out,
“ Look, look, Jesus is coming | Jesus is coming!”

We knew it was only in mockery. but all tired-
ness flew away at once, to think that when e
were coming they should say Ile was coming,
for it was true. Along the narrow path, among
the rice fields, I seemed to see him walk before
us. Before we came to the slippery bamboo
bridges, He had crossed them. Sometimes we
turned a corner, He had turnced it first, so He
had met what was on the other side before we
did ; and so it was all along the way, only really
and truly, not make believe at all, for He says
that “when He putteth forth His own sheep, He
goeth before them.”

And thisis what I said to Him then—won’t
vou say it too?—Lord Jesus, please help me to
follow so closely to Thee, that wherever I go,
even the little children may feel Jesusis coming,
Jesus is coming.”"—Sunrise Land.

LOVE TO THE LIVING.

One of the superstitions of the Seneca Indians
is that they can send their love by a bird to their
dead ones.  When a maiden dies, they imprison
a young bird until it first begins to sing. They
then load it with kisses and caresses, and set it
at liberty over the grave of the maiden who has
died, believing that it will not fold its wings nor
close its eyes until it has flown to the spirit-land
and delivered its precious burden of affection to
the loved and lost ; and it is not uncommon for
twenty or thirty birds to be loosed over the same
grave.

Many and many a one, would giveall they have
in the world if they could send to their dead ones
an eapression of love, which might have been so
easily madein life.  And how many would now
send messages unsaying many - things which
should not have been said, and saying many
which were, alas, left unsaid. Letthesong-birds
of soft looks, of soft words, fly now. Now we
know that they can reach, and we shall have

the church and did his | this great advantage—thesong-birds will fly back

to us again.—Zhe Quiver.
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KEEPING VOWS TO CHRIST.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

[ VERYONE who honestly unites with a Chris-
tian church, makes, by that act, a solemn
vow to be Christ’s disciple. We, in substance,
promise to give our atoning Saviour the first
place in our hearts and lives—to give Him a
share in our profits and a place in our pleasures
and the casting vote in all our important reli-
gious decisions. On the seal of a certain religious
society is depicted an ox standing bLetween a
plough and an altar, with the motto, *“ Ready
for cither.” DBy our vows we profess that we
are ready for worship or for work, for service or
for sacrifice.

This great vital matter of keeping our vows to
our Divine Master is, at bottom, a simple ques-
tion of heart loyalty. The question, ‘“do you
live for Christ”; depends on that other and
deeper question, ‘“do you love Christ.” The
payment of our spiritual promises must never
be a thing of penance or compulsion—a penny-
counting payment of a tax.

Novare we to serve our Master just because |
we have promised to do so. The Christlan is not \
to make out a long list of obligations and duties,
like a builder’s “specifications " for a house, and |
then ask himself, *““ Am I living up to my con-
tract?” “Did I pledge myself to do this or
that?” That sort of chaffering is fatal to a free,
spontaneous, joyous, Christian living.

How does a loving wife keep true to the man
she has wedded ? Does she only do it by recol-
lecting that on a certain day in a certain year
she made a solemn vow to “love and to cherish
until death do us part 2 That means bondage.
With her, the heart is the only sentinel needed
to watch her footsteps, the only teacher needed
to instruct her in the path of wifely duty. The
insight of true love is immeasurably wiser and
stronger than the oversight of formal written
obligation.

‘When simple-hearted, grateful Mary bore that
precious box of alabaster and poured its frag-
rance over the weary feet of her Lord, nobody
told her todo it. The greedy scoundrel, Judas,
pronounced it a sheer waste, and probably the
other disciples regarded it as a piece of extra-
vagant ultraism. “ No,” quoth the Master, *“ do
not rebuke her; there is an oracle within that
told her what to do; her love sees further than
your selfish prudence. She hath done what she
could.” The irresistible impulse of a grateful,
loyal heart brought the gentle creature to that
spot and lavished the rich perfume over the
fect that were so soon to be transfixed with the
bloody nails.

Ah, there is something subtler and stronger
than the mere letter of vows and church coven-
ants. There is a spiritual iusight that discovers

/0

the lines of Christian duty ; and love is Lord of

all. Depend upon it, my brother, that if you
have not the saving faith that knits you to Christ
Jesus, and the healthy conscience that abhors
every act of disobedience, and the intense loyal
affection that makes even sacrifice to be sweet
for His sake ; if you have not these, then all the
public vows you might make on' a hundred
sacramental Sabbaths would Le unly a rope of
sand.

““When thou vowest a vow unto God,defer not
to pay it.” There is too much of what may be
called prospective piety. It is very flush with
wood promises. It islarge and liberal in expect-
ation. This isa very easy and cheap style of
relizion ; it is quite ready to draw its note ‘* for
ninety days,” or at any other date in the distance
Oh, how casy it is to promise ourselves that we
will do better and pray better and live better in
that bright illusory to-morrow !

There is a surfeit of promissory piety in our
churches. I donot doubt that the vast majority
—nearly all—of those who make a public con-
fession of Jesus Christ really intend to fulfil
their covenant obligations. Yet of thuse whose
promises were profuse and their intentions
excellent, how many there are whose actual
achievements have been almost zero. They are
constantly siipping away from obligations and
slipping out of actual service of the Master.

Are they “sorry for it? > Yes, no doubt of
that. Sorrowing and sinning—sinning and sor-
rowing make up the dreary alternation. They
are full of eloquent regrets; they ‘“ did mean to
do this,” or they promised themselves that they
“rnever would do that again.” Yet their tears
and regrets and self reproaches are about as
fruitless as the self-scourgings of a poor neigh-
bour of ours, who after every lapse into drunken-
ness is ready to take a new pledge of entire
abstinence.

There is really only one way to live a genuine,
healthy. useful, Christian life. And that is
never to draw any promissory notes for our
blessed Lord and Saviour, but to perform the
duty of the hour in the hour, and to take the
next step that is right before us. The eccentric
Joh: Randolph once cried out in his shrill tones,
“Jr. Speaker, I have discovered the philosoph-
er's stone—it is pay as you go!” This is as
sound 2 mixim in religion as finance. A vow of
consecration is a rightful, solemn, legitimate
act ; but, like the vow of wedlock, it is to be of
perpetual obligation. To perform a vow means
to do at once our dear Master's bidding. The
secret of faithful keeping of our vows to Him is
to keep our hearts in the love of Jesus.

An earnest minister used often to say to the
young people of his congregation: * Work, my
lads and lassies, swherever you are put; for all
labor, even the lowliest, if well and faithfully
done, will enoble the one who does it.
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'O MAKE A HAPPY HOME.

Learn to govern yourselves, and to be gentle
and patient.

Guard your tempers, especially in seasons of ill
health, irritation, and trouble, and soften them
bly prayer, penitence, and a sense of your own
shortcomings aud errors.

Never speak or act until you have prayed over
your words and acts, and concluded that Christ
would have done so in your place.

Remember that, valuableas is thegift of sbeech,
the gift of silence is often more valuable.

Do not expect too much from others, but re-
member that all have an evil nature, whose
development we must expect, and which we
should forbear and forgive, as we often desire
forbearance and forgiveness ourselves.

Never retort a sharp or angry word.
second word that malkes the quarrel.

DBeware of the first disagreement.
Learn tospeak in a gentle tone of voice.

Learn to say kind and pleasant things when-
ever an opportunity oflers.—Sel.

It is the

CHOIRS, ASSISTANT PREACHERS.

Parson Brownlow could not understand what
was the matter with his sermons. He studied
as long as he could, he prayed over them miost
earnestly, he put into them, indeed, his whole
iife ; and yet they did not seem to touch the life of
his people. Parson Brownlow thought over this
long and prayed over it patiently, but it was all
in vain. Indeed, he never did find out, until, one
Sunday, he had sumething the matter with his
throat that prevented his preaching, yet per-
permitted him to sit below in the pews and listen
to the clergyman who took his place.

And then it was that Parson Brownlow, on
lifting his eyes to the organ loft back of the pul-
pit, saw, to his surprise and disgust, that all
that time he had been laboring against a sct of
assistant preachers, who, while he had been
preaching one thing, had been at work most
vigorously preaching quite different things.
These preachers were the choir.

They were giggling, and flirting, and reading
the paper, and fumbling the leaves of the hymn-
book, and whispering, and yawning, and sound
asleep.

Parson Brownlow sent a note to the next choir
meeting. Itread like this:—

My dear Assistant Preachers: -1 give it up.
You are too many for me. Either you must stop
preaching levity and carelessness and pertness
and indifference and irreverence from your pul-
pit above me, or I must stop preac?xiz:g the
opposite of these things from my pulpit. The
contest is too unequal, for you are_many, and I
am but one. Which shallit be? Your devoted

Pastoxn.

The next Sunday there was a new tenor and a
new alto in the organ loft, but no one seemed to
know the difference, for every one was saying,
“ What a glorious sermon our pastor preached to-
day! Idid not know it was in him.”—CALEB
CoBWEB, in Golden Rule.

“* PREACHING " AND “REVIVALS.”

Dr. Cuyler in writing of “ My First Parish,”
Durlington, Pa., says:—My congregation was
stitll, and mainly composed of shoemukers,
coachmen, gardeners, and plain follk; just the
sort of material for a young bLegzginner. In the
front pews sat Dr. Van Rensselaer, with his
family. Charles Chauncey the distinguished
Philadelphia lawyer, occupied another front pew
for about four or five months each year. I aimed
my sermons at the coachmen and gardeners,
and by that style of gunnery reached the whole
of my little congregation.

One thing I soon discovered, and that was
that the three or four highly cultured families in
my parish, relished simple, spiritual, and earnest
sermons quite as much as the gardeners and the
shoemakers There is no greater humbug than
the idea that highly educated parishioners
hanker after severely intellectuar or abstruse
preaching.

My eminent Philadelphia lawyer once said to
me: “I dun’t care to come to church to have my
brains taxed; I come to have my heart and life
made hetter. The two prime essentials to me
are simplicity in presenting the Gospel and

downright bluod-carnestness.” That entence
gave me a world of encouragement. Simple
Bible truth made red hot is what this sin

plagued world needs. “ Preaching up to this
age” is a thin pretext to cover a vast deal of arid
philosophizing in the pulpit.

My first year’s work was very discouraging;
and though I was learning to handle my tools,
vet I was foulish enough to begin to think about
flying into Tarshish ! "My Master kindly hoaded
me off by a sudden and powerful revival wlich
began one evening in a lirtle prayer-meeting.
Such a sudden descent of the Holy Spirit, and
with such intensity of soul-convicting power I
have never seen surpassed in all my fifty years
of experience as a minister. YWe held meetings
nearly every evening for a month; the little
church was doubled in numbers, and it acquired
a vigor that has carried it on successfully to this
day. Ilearned more of practical theology during
that month than I had learned in a year at the
Seminary.

It seems to me that type of revivals—such as
McCheyne had in Dundee, and Albert-Barnes
and Edward N. Kirk had in Philadelphia, and
Charles G. Finney had in Western New York-
are seldom known in these days. Whether the
haman nmethods have chanzed, or the Divine
Spirit sees fit to manifest Himself in a dilferent
manner, is not for me to decide, or can any one
pronounce definitely, Certainly there is a
greater tendeney to relegate to professional
‘evangelists” the work which pastors and
churches then joyfully did for themselves.

Union meetings of different churches have
this danger, that each church may lose its own
sense of responsibility ; and certain it is that the
most solid results are gained where the reliance
is on God's Spirit. and not on human machinery.
While innumerable blessings come in answer to
prayer, I never have witnessed an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit that-followed a confident pre-
diction. We mortals are not admitted to the
secret purposes of a Sovereign God.
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MORAL ADHESIVENESS.
BY CHARLES H. PARKHURST, D.D.

HE quality intended by our topic is one that
creates very little furor in the world, but
one, nevertheless, that does succeed in accom.
plishing a good deal of work, and, in the course
of time, accumulating a considerable amount of
valuable result. What we have chosen to call
‘“ Moral Adhesiveness” is much the same thing
as Scripture calls ‘“patient continuance in well-
doing ”—doing a good thing, and then doing it
again, and continuing to de it ; consecutiveness,
viewed as a Christian grace; pertinacity on
ethical lines—aud evinces itself partly by the
effects it produces as character builder, and
partly by the contribution it makesto the com-
mon necessities of the world we belong to.

As to the first of these, doing a good thing to-
day and then doing it again to-morrow and the
day after, is material that goes to compose in a
man moral fibre. Ourown deedsare disciplinary.
A man teaches himself by his own act quite as
much as he teaches any one else. Every expres-
sion, by word or work, that we give toan impulse
of our own, intensifies that impulse. What we
call our habits are simply the nams we give to
the results wrought in us by our own taition.
Habit is simply a polished channel that our own
previous acts have grooved for us to slip in.
Habit is momentum, accumulated from the do-
ing of past deeds, and become a constant push,

No virtue is safe until it is so in the habit of
being virtuous that it goes by its own weight,
like a stone rolling over and over down an in-
clined plane. We acquire moral tendencies by
moral practice as certainly as we acquire physical
tendencies by physical practice. No tendency
that is in us is reliable, no matter how angelic it
may be, till it has been stiffened into a solid,
permanent fixture by reiterated action of our
own.

All of this shows to us, plainly enough, the
difference there is between innocence and char-
acter; innocence is only the raw material of
character, ethical cartilage, out of which only
time and action can develop bone. Innocence is
no better than moral jelly which nothing short
of deed repeated and reduplicated can render
vertebrate. .

It is not necessary to underrate the office work
of the Holy Spirit in renewing 2 man; but just
as bread does not: become flesh tili the body has
assimilated it, it is safe tosay that no spiritual
nutriment becomes part and parcel of ourselves
till by our own reaction upon it we have made it
such. Graces are not custom-made. Thereisno
more use in praying to be honest than there is
in praying to be a mathematician. We have to
do mathemathical work in order to become ma-
thematicians, and just as much we have to do
honest work in order to become honest.

God gives men timber, but he does not give
them houses. e lets them take His timber and
build theirown houses. Qur honestyissomething
that we build. Honesty I would like to define &8
the habit of being honest. It isthesetthata man
gets by dealing truthfully and doing it & great
many times over. A man cannot be trusted to
be honest till he has done hone-tlyso long that his
impulses have a strong muscular spring in that
direction.

That is where training comesin. That is vhe
advantage there is in being born as children,
instead of being sprung into life as adults, as
perhaps poor Adam was. Vessels for the sea
are built on dry land ; if put together at sea the
strain of the sea would prevent their being joint-
ed sufficiently closely to be able to withstand
the assaults of the sca. Home is a kind of dry-
dock where the ribs of the boat are put in, and
the planks laid and the bolts driven befors the
full swell of the sea is let loose upon it. Adam
showed need of dry-dock, and a good many young
Adams go to the bottom because they were built
at sea instead of being built for the sea. No dc-
vice has been invented that will take the place
of being brought up.

Those of us that are honest, for instance, are
such, ninety-nine out of & hundred, because we
learned to be honest when we were children.
We do not steal because we never learned to
steal. It would be no more temptation to put
our hand into our neighbor’s pocket and abstract
a dollar than it would be a temptation to sit
down and read a page of Choctaw ; we never
learned Choctaw and wer never learned theft;
the current of our thc .ght does not run that
way.

So of other traits; people that are generous
when they are man-grown or woman-grown, are
such in most instances not necessarily because
they have so much larger, warmer hearts natur-
ally, as because they were early schooled in the
art of giving. In the great majority of cases
nothing but practice will give a man facility in
letting go of money for benevolent uses. And it
is not quite just to disparage one who is meager
in his charities, regardless of the fact as to
whether that was one of the lessons that he had
taught him when he wasaboy at home. Whether
it is a matter of art or of science or of some
Christian grace, no man will be likely to be a
proficient in what he has never studied and
practiced.

So much for the effects which a man’s conse-
cutive fidelities produce ir. the development of
his own character. There is a distinct service,
also, which such fidelities render to the world
outside. One lesson to be easily learned from
even the casual study of nature, is, God’s depend-
ence upon small things indefinitely multiplied
for the accomplishment of his largest effects.
There is no mountain so high, or continent so-
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broad as not to be composed exclusively of atoms.
Greatness in the material world is simply a host
of littlenesses bunched. Broad acres of snow-field
are white only because each minute separate
snow-crystal is white. So the great forests in
summer are green only because each particular
leaf takes pains to contribute its mite of verdan-
cy toward the general fund.

God in this *vay lets us see what store he sets
by that which is minute, and lets us see, more-
over, what vast effects he is able to produce by
littles when there are enough of them and each
does all that is expected of it. Iven the wonder-
ful impression that is produced upon us when
we look up among the stars on a glorious even-
ing is due all of it to the playing into our eyes of
lines of light made up of little tremulous waves
of ether so short that it would take fifty thou-
sand of them to measure an inch.

Now it will be a great thing for the State, for the
Church, and for the commaunity, in all its mutual
relations, when there is wisdom enough to ap-
preciate this peculiarity of God's methods of pro-
ducing effects, and the sanctified good sense to
adopt it into practice. God believes in a little
thing and we donot. We scem not to have the
insight to discern that a small deed, if it is a
good one, needs only to be persisted in and in-
definitely multiplied in order to become a great
deed. Ordinary men are prevented from doing
the little that they can ; and the consequence of
that is that only a very small share of ordinary
talent gets drafted into practical service.

There is plenty of chance for small talent if it
is not in too much of & hurry. Weareimpatient
for quick effects; a given result we want to see
reached, and we want it impetuously; but it
does not follow at all from that that we want it
with that solidity of desire that will keep us
plodding in that direction till we get it.

There are not half of us that are willing to
earn results. No matter how good or how great
the end in view may be, we are pretty apt to be
wanting in that glutinousness of purpose that
will make us and our purpose stick to each other
till the end is attained.

There is no great difficulty in enkindling en-
thusiasm, but enthusiasm, in the sense in which
we regularly understand the term, makes poor
motive power; it cannot be bitted and reined
down for a lonz pull. An enthusiast is a kind
of freshet that will do a good deal in a given
time that is more or less to the purpose, but can-
not be counted upon for steady effects, and when
it is passed leaves things in that miscellancous
condition that postpones for a considerable time
the resumption of anything like steady work.
The objection is not to the enthusiasm per se,
but to its friskiness. It is open to the same
criticism that the Northern lights would be con-
sidered as o means of street illumination.

It is just at this point that we are going to be

able to determine about how much solid advant-
age o given man or woman is going to be to the
world. Itis nota matter of talent ; that hasnot
very much to do withit; it is not a matter of
swelling, cataclysmic enthusiasm, which is in
this respect a good deal like a rocket, that at the
time when it seems to be just on the point of
doing something, it—has got done doing. More
than any other one thing the measure of a man’s
power, the criterion of the amount of effect that
he will be likely to produce in the world, wiil be
not the brilliancy or the impetuosity with which
he takes bold, but the holy doggedness with
which he hangs to after he has taken hold.

Everyonce in a while I am told that such 2
brilliant young man or young woman has just
come into our congregation, and that he or she
will be likely to prove a great acquisition. I con-
fess that is a bait at which I nibble less than
used to do. If I wanta light to read by, I had
rather bave a good long tallow-dip than a streak
of lightning. A very small river will carny a
great deal of water to the sea if it keeps running,

Patient continuance in well doing is the art of
great living ; it makes the man himself great;
it ennobles the world helives in; it leaves behind
a bequest that can never be diverted to unin-
tended purposes, and it puts a man distinctly
upon the track of having fulfilled to hin. the pro-
mised award of the Lord: * Well done, good and
faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a
few thinzs, I will make thee ruler over many
things : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”—
The Independent.

FOR IDLE CHRISTIANS.

“In the Book of Judges, fifth chapter, twenty-
third verse, we find : “ Carse ye Meroz, said the
angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabit-
ants thereof ; because they came not to the hdip
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the
mighty.” In an old book we find the following
questtons and answers upon this verse :

“YWho has commanded to_curse Meroz? An.
swer: The angel of the Lord.

“What had Mevoz done? Nothing,

“Iow? why,then,is Merozecursed? Because
she has donc nothing.

“What s"ould Meroz have done? Comc to
the help of the Lord.

“Could not the Lord, then, have succeeied
without Meroz? The Lord did succeed withut
Meroz.

‘““Then has the Lord met with a loss therebyy?
No, but Meroz.

¢ Is Meroz, then, to be cursed therefor? Yes,
and that bitterly.

¢TIt is rizht that aman should be cursed for
having done nothing? Yes, when he should
have done sumething.

“Whosavs that? The angel of the Lord ; and
the Lord Himself says (Luke 12: 47): ‘He that
knew his Lord’s will and did it not, shall be
beaten with many stripes.’”"—2Miss Review.
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Intermational $ . Lessons,

Adapted from the Westminster Question Book.
DAVID AND JONATHAN.
13 Dec.

Les, 1 Sam. 20:32.42, Gotl Qext, Prov. 18: 24
Menm. vs. 41, 42. Catechism, Q. 33-55.

HoxEe READINGS.

M. 18 m.18:1-15. .., eevseDavid and Saul.
7. 1san,19:1-24 Saul Seeliing to Kill David.
W, 1Sun.20: Jonathen and Davic
The 1 8, 20 3 29-3¢ Jonfian and Seul.
F. 18um.20:35 £2.. Darid and Jonathan.
K, Prov.18:10-21 ., A Eriend Indecd.
. Jehn 15,997 ......... The Friendship of Jesus.

Uime.~—n. ¢. 1062, about a year after David
xilied Goliath.

Flace.—At the stone LEzel, near Gibeah, about
three miles north of Jerusalem, the birthplace of
Saul and his residence during most of his reign.

BETWEEN THE LESsoxs.

Jonathan was the eldest son of Saul. Between
him and David a strong affection grew up from
their first meeting, and con.inued wuntil the
death of Jonathan. Saal's favor toward David
was soon turned to bitter hatred. On several
occasions he made attempts upon David’s life,
to escape which David ﬁeé to Samuel at Naioth.
He soon returned to Gibeah, and the events of
this lesson occured. Study the intermediate
history in 1 Sam. 18, 19, 20.

HELPs 1x STUDYING.

32. “Jonathan answered”—to his father's
command to bring David to him that he might
kill him. He was true to his friend even at the
risk of his own life. *“What hath he done?”—
no act of treavon or disleyalty had stained his
life. 83. “Cast a javelin at him "—or brand-
ished it. 1Sam. 18: 11. His uugoverned rage
made him act like 2 maniac. 3% *“In fierce
anger"—ab the unreasonable conduct of his
father. “Was grieved for David™--more sensi-
tive for hisfriend’s honorthan hisown., 35. “In
the morning ”"—of the third day, sce verse 19. 36
¢ Said unto his lad " -this was the signal a«reed
upon to signify to Pavid that he must flee forhis
life. 38, *Haste, stay not —words spoken to
the boy, but intended for David. 39. **The lad
knew not ™ —did not understand the meaning of
what he had seen and heard. 46, “ Artillery " —
his bow and quiver. 41. “X¥ell on his face—
loyal to.Jonathan as the son of his king., “Kissed
...... wept "—beautiful and touching affection.
42, *““Goin peace”—it was a stolen intervicw,
and it was not safe to prolong it. _ ** Forasmuch
as we have sworn”—they had made_this coven-
ant at their first acquaintance (1 Sam. 18:3);
they had confirmed it when last together ‘vs.
14 17) ; they now renewed it at parting.

Lire TEACHINGS. )

1. We should seek our friends among the good
and the true.

2. True friendship will endure through trial
and danger.

3. It is disinterested, self-sacrificing, tender,
and sympathizing.

4. Jesus Christ is the best of all friends—the
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

—

Where Christ brings His cross He_brings His
preseuce, and where He is none are desolate and
there is no room for despair.—rs. Browning.

¢ What shall I do with Jesus?”

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

22 Dec.
Gol. Text, Luke. 2: 10
Catechism, Q. 36-33.

HoME READINGS.

Les. Luke. 2:8-20.
Men. vs. 9-11.

M. Luke.2:1-20....000veee The Bir'h of Christ.

7, Me.5:1-7 o Out of RBethiohem.

W. John.1:1-14. oo The Word Meede Flesh.

The Tsn.9:1-7.. cossClrist's Bicth and Kingdom.
FooTsa. 110 1-9 -eennin. Christ 3 Resgn of Peace.

N, Philo 2 1-13 ooooel ol I the Liveness of Men.

S, Hebo1:1-14...... . . Far above the Angels.

Time.—B. c. 5. Augustus Ciesar, emperor of
Rome; Herod the Great, king of Judea You
wonder how this is—B. €. 5 instead of A.D. 1.
It was more than five hundred years after the
hirth of Christ when the date 1 of the Christian
era was fixed, and_an ervor of four years was
madeby the monk Dionysius Exiguus, who made
the calculations.

Plnce.—Bethlehem of Judea, about six miles
south of Jerusalem ; now a thriving town with
about five thousand inhabitants. Its modern
name is Beit-Lalim. Bethlechem was the town
of David, and the place to which Ruth came from
the land of Moab, as told in Lesson IlI. of this
ocuarter.

INTRODUCTION.

We have come to another Chris:mas Sabbath,
and thercfore pause in our studies in Jewish
history while we ge ver once more the wonder-
ful stery of the coming of the Son of God upon
the earth, clothed in human flesh.

Weshould ever bear in mind, however, that
all Scripture gathers about this great event as a
common centre. The old Testament history and
prophecies all point forward to it, and every-
thing written in the New Testament treats of
the coming of Christ in the flesh as the great
accomplished fact.

Another important thing for us to remember
is that all our studies in every part of the Bible
should Jead us to Christ; if they do not, we have
not studied God's word properly. Christ is in
all the Bible ; all real, earnest scarchers for him
there will surely find him.

In vs. 1-7 of chap, 2 we have the account of
how Jesus came to be born _at Bethlehem. The
Roman emperor had_issued a decree of enrcll-
ment that required Joseph and Mary, who were
living at Nazareth in Gaiilee, togo to Bethlehem
to be enrolled. There, according to the predic-
tions of the prophet (Mic. 5:2), Jesus, the

romised Messiah, was born. The “inn’ re-
erred to in verse 7 was simply an enclosed space
in which pilgrims conld lodge over nizit, paying
a smul sum for the privilege. The inn was fuil,
so that Joseph and Mary had to seek a resting-
place for the night in a stable, which may have
bren @ eave. The manwver in which the baby
Jesus was laid was a trough or box, possibly of
stone, from which the catile ate their food.

Hevrps 1IN STUDTING.

8. “iIn the same country™—ncar Bethlehem.
“ Shepherds abiding”—Eastern shepherds  al-
m st lived with their flock. They knew their
sheep by name. 9. “The angel of the Leord "—
‘“an angel of the Lord stood by them.” Angels
are servants of God, who do his bi:l(linf. “The
glory of the Lord ” -a bright light, symbol of the
Lord’s presence.  * They were sore afraid "—the
brightness terrified them. 10. ‘*“The angel said,
Fear not"—there never is any reason to fear
G.d’s Messengers of Jove 1o us, in whatever form
they may come.  “1 bring you good tidings "—in
place of anything to dread there was everything
to male their hearts gind.  *“ To all people "—not
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for the Jewish people only, but for all the world,
did Christ come. 11. ““Unto you is born”—
“there isborn toyou.” “ A Saviour "—sce Matt.
1:21. “Christ the Lord "—the name Christ
means the Messiah, the Anointed One, anointed
to be a King, a Priest, a Saviour. 12, “This
shall be a sign—the seeing of the haby wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lving in a manger, would
be the proo? of what the angel had said. 13,
“ With the anzel”—with the one angel who had
given the wonderful message now appeared the
multitude of angels., 14, ‘“Glory to God in the
highest”—all the honor and praise of this wonder-
ful event should be given to God. The words
“in the highest” mean the highest praise in the
highest heavens or in the highest ({cgree. “On
earth peace, good will toward men”—Christ
came to bring *‘Peace among men in whom he
is well pleased.” Thecoming of Christ brought
peace to earth and declared God's good will to-
ward men. John 3:16. 15, “ Let us now go”—
they set out at once,not to se: if the ancel’s
words were true, but to ‘“se¢e this thing which is
come to pass.” We ought to believe hmplicitly
every word of God, and ovght to go at once to
find the things which the Bible declares unto us.
16. “ With %mste"—showing‘ their eagerness.
¢ And found "—the words mean that they foand
after searching. The probably had to lovk some
time before they discovered the manger with
the babysleepinginit. 17, “They made known
abroad "—the news was too good good to bekept;
thus they becaume the first evangelists. 18,
“They that heard it wondered ’—the people do
not seem to have doubted the shepherd's words ;
neither do they seem to have concerned them-
selves about the strange news 5 apparently they
simply ““ wondered ” and then forgot all about it.
So now many people, when they hear the maur-
velousty beautiful story of God’s yearning lov:
for a sinful world, dc not question its<truth;they
even spesk adnuringly of it, and yet they go on
living a sinful, scuish life, without Christ, just
as if they had never neard of Jesus and his sal-
vation. 19. “Aary ... .pondered "—she did
not at once fully understand all these events, but
she weighed them carefully in her heart, waiting
putiontl_\' for the explanation of them. 20.
¢Glorifying and praising God "—the shepherds
praised God for what they did understand—that
a wonderful message had been sent to earth
from heaven ; they did not trouble themselves
about the great mystery of it all.
Lire TEACHINGS.

1. Christ was barn aSaviour for us all.

2. His Birth brings glory to God, joy to angels,
and salvation to men.

3. As soon as we hear of this Saviou: we
should hasten to find Him.

4. When we have found Him we should tell to
others the glad tidings of His love.

5. ¢ Christ she Lord™ is Divine, as well as hu-
man, God as well as man, Immanuel, God with

y

us.
6. Faith in Christ, with true repentance, is the
only wav of Salvation.

REYIEW.
STUDIES IN JEWISH IMISTORY.
29 Dec.
Les. Judg. II.—1 Sam. xx. Gol. Text, Matt. 6:10.
HoME ReAvInGgs.
A Judg.2:1-16: 7:13-23 - .‘i':c.\sons I..II.
T. Ruth1:13-22 .. cscon ITT.
W, 1Sam.3:1-13:7:1~5 lessong IV, V.
Th. 1Sam.30:1-27:15:1-23... --Lessans VI, V:I.
v Isa.5:1-23 .. ..., .o Lessong V11
Q. Sam.16:1.13517:38: 5] sessons IN., X,
152m. 20: 32-42; Luko 2:8-20. ... ons X.1., NII.

REVIEW EXERCISE.

TWhat did the Israelites do after the death of
Joshua and his generation?

How were they punished %

What did he do for them on their repentance ¢

Whom did the Lord cidl to deliver Israel from
the Midianites?

What great victory did the Lord give to Gideon?

What was Ruths reply when Naomi urged
her to remain in the land of Moub ?
\ \\’Xzat, did Samuel say when the Lord called
him ¢ .

What did the Lord fortell to Samuel ¢

What memorial of his victory over the Philis-
tines did Samuel set up?

How long did Saumuel judge Israel ?
. ‘\\"l%om did the Lord set over the Israelites as
king

What counsel did Samuel give the people?

What sentence was pronounced upon Sanl 2

Upon what errand did the lord scud Samuel?
]\.\\'hgut took place after David was anointed
ting
. .\\'?o challenged the Israclites to fight with
um'’

Who accepted the challenge?

How was David armed for the combat?

How did Goliath regard David 2

What did David reply 2

How did the battle end 2

How did Jonathan regard David ¢

What did he promise David?

What were t‘wir parting words when David
fled 10 escape Saul’s anger

What good tidings of great joy did an angel
bring to the shepherds of Bethlehem

What was the song of the angels at the birth
of the Saviour?

Review-drill on titles, Golden Texts, Lesson
Plans, and Catechizm Questions,

What is the Golden Text of this Review
Lesson ?

A LESSON OF SUMMER.

TWhat a wealth of scent and sound! On all
side are forms of Joveliness,  The ea:th is bril-
liant with color, the air vocal with mus.c.  The
fragrance of flowers, the landscape scenes, the
calm of the evening sea, how beantitul they
are! Even our conmmonest necessiaries assume
forms of wonderful loveliness. The bread we
ext, the water we drink speak of the Divine, In
manifold sense-delights God comes to us.  Even
in her meanesty forms nature hints ilis glon.
Thus too, may our whole lives be radiwmt with
God, and time as full of Him as cternity.  In
matters great and small alike let us reficet im
in the beauty of holiness. Sadis it if our life
has become too artificial for us 1o learn any such
Jessons from nature's summer and if we have to
say :—

“The world is too much with us, late and soon
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers,
Little we see in nature that is ours;

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon.”

—Lev. J. Adamson.

The above was written in summer’s prime,
given to the ReEcors, put in type. bat missed in
the making up. It mayscem out of season ; but,
on the other hand, is not the picture made the
more striling by the very contrass, and an added
lesson taught by the faect that all this wealth of
summer beauty has passed so quickly away. So
passes life’'s summer Are we using it in prepar-
ing for the winter that is coming
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