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“THEY DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY."

AJUCH was the commendation bestowed upon
8 the Old Testament worthies who died in
#ilth of better things to come, and their desire
was shown by their man:ier of life here.
*;The desire for a betterearthly country isshown
ﬁihe same way. The barbarous hordes from
Qéhtml Asia swept down over Europe ; the Norse
g@-kings made Normandy their home; the
%rim fathers crossed the sca; because they
ﬁgh’ed either a richer or & freer land. Many of
@& young and strong from our own land go
ath and West, seeking, often in vain, a better
ntry.
<& higher, nobler, ideal than that of scarching
oad for fatter fields to satisfy this desire, is the
f#brt to make our ¢wn a better country. The
{of every true patriot is not merely to do the
that he can for himsel!f in the country which
makes his home, but to do the best he can to
ke his country a better one, more prosperous,
free, and pure; and this work is not limite:d
phe talented or wealthy few, but is within the
h of all, and the effort never fails of attsining
me degree its desired end.
man who owns not six feet of mother
yet aims to build up in himself a
1, truer, more unselfish manhood, is making
untry a better onc; not only to the extent
he makes himself better, but he shapes other
makes the community better. No man
ve an honest, earnest life, without influenc-
n the same directton those with whom he
s in contact. The farmer, who, with in-
rand care and economy, makes his form,
small or large, & model one, is making his
y & better one, not only to the extentof his
holding. but he stimulates others to do like-
The man who exerts his influence for the
f the community in the promotion of tem-
dce, eGueation, or other public good, is in
easure making a better country. The man
ies into his ¢ politics " a high and pure
ho sees in his ballot a sacred trust, can
;ch to impress his convictions wpon his
rs and help in the making of a better

Along the line of church life and work all have
an infiuence for good. No other agency has so
much to do with the betterment of any land as
the Christian Church. This influence is largely
exercised by the individual congregation in the
community, and each man and woman has ia
that influence a share.

There are, in addition to this, the great
Schemes carried on by our Church for the public
goed. What a place in the true progress of our
country is filled by the Home Mission work of
our Church. Were the outlying districts of the
older Provinces and the great North West not
reached by the Home Missiouary they would soon
lapse into practical heathenism, with its law-
lessness and crime, and would in their turn react
with baleful blight upon the older parts of the
country.

Itis beyond question, too, that ours would be
a better country if the one and a-quarter millions
of her noble French-Canadian people were free
from the bondage of Rome and Clericalism, and
all the ill results temporal, mental, moral and
spiritual, that flow from such bondage, and were
free, with the Word and Spirit of God as their
guide, to think and act for themselves in the
management of their affairs. OQur Church is
trying, as best she can, by means of schools, < ol-
porteurs, and missionaries, to give them free-
dom, and in this way help to make our country
what all desire to see her, ““a better country.”

But no man who honestly aims to make his
own country & better oune is satisfled to rest
there. His sympathies rench out to others, and
he desires a better world. In this, too, our
Church is engaged in the world's centres of
heathenism and sin. The great Church schemes
of Home, French, and Foreign work, are agencies
in which every Church member has a part, and
vor which, according to his means, he is respon
sible.

In this grand work, along every line that we
may seek to advance it, we are co-workers wich
Christ; and in all such work we receive more
than we give. In seeking to make oneself a bet.
ter man, one makes a better country; in trying
to make a better country, one makes himself a
better man.
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A SERMON ON *POLITICS.”

** There is tto power but of God, The powers
that be, are ovdained of God.”’—Rom. 13: 1.
is in the future and

é GENERAL Election

as the Word of God is a ruie ot conduct in
all circumstances, the present is a fitting time
to inquire what it teaches regarding the duty of
the Christian citizen. The verse at the head of
this column is one of its many aunswers to that
inquiry, and the truth it teaches, and the con.
sequent lessons may not be unhelpful.

The fruth tought, viz., that—
I. CIVIL, GOVERNMENT I8 A DIVINE INSTITUTION.

This is the direct statement of the text, ““There
is 10 power but of God, the powers that be are
ordained of God.”

Oue of the grandest of all truths is that God
reigns. He is King both in name and in reality.
Not only is His title “King of Kings and Lord of
Lords,” but *“ He doeth according to His will in
the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants
of the earth.”

In dealing with men, however, He is pleased
to throw upon them in some measure the execu-
tion of that will. He gives to them commands,
and though He has all power to compel direct
obedience to these commands, and to infliet
direct penalty for their violation; yet, as in the
work of spreading the Gospel and saving the
world, He is pleased to carry out His purposes
by human agency; and to this end He has
ordained Civil Government, as a means of ¢nfore-
ing upon men such of His commands especially
as have to do with the persous and rights of
their fellow-men.

The Great Ruler says, ‘““Thou shalt rot kill,”
but He does not infiict & penalty for the deed by
striking dead the murderer ; He has instituted
human law for this purpose, and has laid down
the principle that * he that sheddeth man’s blood,
by man shall his blood be shed.” The law on the
statute book against murder is not merely
human law, it is a Divine ordinance, and the
ruler who enforces it, is, according to Scripture,
“a minister ot God, an avenger for wrath to
Him that doeth evil.”

The same is true with regard to all Jaws refer-
ring to the rights, the property, the person, or
the life, of our neighbor, all laws against pro-
fanity, or blasphemy, or Sabbath breaking; and
the more fully the laws of any land are made
and carried out after the model of the Divine
law, the more completely do thesc laws answer
the purpose for which God instituted civil
government among men. .

But a question arises here. Can a corrupt
Government be a Divine institution? Can men
who make and enforce unrighteous iaws be
called God’s ministers or servants? Yes! the

Government is Divine, though human corruption
may have crept into it.

There might be a wise and righteous Govern-
ment &t the head of e Empire, and under it,
foolish and corrupt governments, at Ottawa, or
Toronto, or Halifax, doing much of which the
head government would disapprove. But the
Government of the Empire has given these sub-
ordinate Governments certain privileges, and so
long as they work within ceriain great constitu-
tional principles, it leaves them largely to them-
selves, to make their own laws, and bear the
consequences,

So, the King of Kings rules in righteousness,
but He gives to men liberty, freedom of will in
all things, gives them freedom in the work of
making and carrying out laws, even though
these laws are not such as He approves. Eaunivs
rulers, whom in His Providence He appoints.
may not be faithful to their trust: they may be
corrupt ; sclfishness may be their supreme con-
trolling power; yet He does not use His power to
destroy them. They are still His ministers,
though fllling but poorly their office. When
Paul, moved by the Holy Spirit, wrote in his
letter to the Romans, ‘ There is no power but of
God, the powers that be are ordained of God,”
Nero, the greatest monster that ever wielded
sceptre, was on the throne of the Roman Enmpire.

Law is of God, and law among men is but its
echo, sometimes faint, sometimes clear and
strong, Justice and judgmentare the habitation
of Histhrone; and justice and judgment, as com-
manded and enforced among men, arc but the
reflection of these great principles from that
throne ; sometimes very dim as reflected from
corrupt rulers, sometimes clearer and brighter,
as reflected from wise and righteous ones; bui
whether dim or bright, all law has its source in
God, as all light, popularly speuking, has it~
source in the sun.,

Three further thoughts are suggested in con-
nection with the great truth of the text:—

1. That while “Civil Government is a Divine
Institution ” its true character is in many cases
more or less overiaid by the errors and sins of
those to whom it is entrusted. Earth’s Govern-
ments too often reflect but dimly the Divine.

2, With all their wrongs, human governments,
thanks to the efforts of men and women, good
and true, are, as a whole, growing better, and
this betterment shall go on uatil the kingdons
of this world shall become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and the laws ot meun,
shall be the Law of God.

3. Upon men and women, according to their
light, and knowledge, and position,andinfluence,
rests the responsibility of refashioning, into the
likeness of its Divine Ideal, this institution of
Civil Government, which their selfishness and
sin has so sadly marred. This last thought
leads to



87

1395 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD
1l. SOME LESSONS TAUGHT BY THE FACT THAT | tion, since the powers that be ave ordained of

CIVIL AUTHORITY IS A DIVINE INSTITUTION.

Since the powers that he are ordained of God
it follows that :—

1. It ig the duly of cvery man, as in God's
sight, to give obedience to these powers to obey
the laws of the land.

To those who liveunder the absolute monarchy
of Russia, that monarchy is ‘s sercant of God,
for *‘ there is no power but of God,” and as such,
the Christian subject is to give :t due respect
and oberlience, so long as it does not tell him to
do what is wrong, or come betwe:n him and his
duty to God. To those wholive in Britain, with
its limited monarchy. the government is God's
ordipance, and the man who says, ‘I will not
obey the laws, no one has a right to be Kking,
rovernment should be a republic,” is sinning
against God. To those living in the United
States, in a republic, that government is an or-
dinance of God, and its laws are to be respected
and obeyed so0 long us they do not contlict with
the [aws which come direct from God or inter-
fere with duty to Him. The man who says, 1
will not obey because there is no king, is resist.
ing the ordinance of God. What saith the word :

‘*“ He that resisteth the power resisteth the or-

dinance of God. Wherefor ye must needsbe in |

sujection, not only beecause of the wreth (of the
ralers, and its consequent penalty) but also for
econscience sake.” Rom. 13:5.

Disapproval of & law is no sufficient reason for
disobeying it. If a man think it capable of im-
provement, he is at liberty, yea, he is bound, to
do what he can ina lawful waytomake it better;

but if he cannot succeed in a lawful way, and it (

does not interfere with his duty to God he must
obey. He may think that it is not right for a
governiuent to put a high tariffon bread or other
necessaries of life.  Let him use his influence to
bring about a change, if he will, butif he attempt
to evade the law by smuggling these things into
the country without paying duty, he is breaking
the law, not only of man, but of God. Ye must
needs be in subjection not cnly because of the
wrath, but also for conscicnce sake. He may
think that a certain tax is unjust. Let him
amend the law if he can, but if not, and the
payment of it is not morally wrong, he is bound,
if be has the means, to pay it. He that resisteth
the power, resisteth the ordinance of God. Ye
must needs be in subjection for conscicnce sake.
** For, for this cause” (i. ¢, for conscience sake)
“ pay ye tribute also ; for they arc ministers of
;God‘s service, attending continually upon this
very thing. Render therefore to all their dues;
tribule to whom tribute isdue; custom to whom
cuslom; fear to whom fear, honor to whomn
honor ; and se, of all laws, that do not come be-
tween one’s conscience and God.

Since Civil Government is a Divine institu-

God, it follows that :—~

2. A necesseny qualification for one who i to
engage in the work of governing, 1ho is o vepre-
sent the porwer which (s of God, who is (o make
and administer s, i, that, in cheoructer and
purpose, and aim, antd effort, he be in harmony
with God.

Law-makers and law.givers on earth, to be
worthy of their place, must follow the (reat
Law-Giver ; they must be men after God’s own
heart. Evil agents often carry out God's pur-
poses. Concerning the crucifixion of Christ,
Peter says to the rulers of the Jews: “Him
being delivered Ly the determinste counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have tauken and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” The
Great Ruler will carry out His plans both by the
aid of wicked men and in spite of them, as in the
casce of Pharaoh, yet it is needless to prove that
when a Holy God makes an institution for the
| good of men, He wishes that institution to be
" managed according to His mind and will. Moses,
"the great law.giver of Isracl, was directed with
"repand to the choice of rulers on this wise:
- *Thon shalt provide out of all the people able
.men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating
covetousness ; and pliace such over them, to be
rulers of thousands and rulers of hundreds, and
Crulers of fifties, and rulers over tesns. Paul in
; Biving charge to Timothy, exhorts that * first of
i all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
| zuving of thanks be made for all men, for kings
| and forall in authority, that we may lead a quiet
| and peaceable life in all godliness and houesty.”
It is very plain that as Government is God's
| ordinance it should not be left in the hands of
‘ godless men.  Political life is sometimes spoken
i of, as if godliness and the functions of govern-
I ment were utterly inconsistent ; as if legislative
halls were not the place for honest Christian
men. True, Sutan has obtained large control in
this field as well as in others, and there is much
of wickedness in high places, but that very thing
makes the necessity forgood men all the greater.
The very selfishness and corruption that some-
times exists in connection with civil govern-
ment is the strongest reason why these things
should as speedily as possible be cast out, and
government be made more in accord with its
Divine original. The Government of the Universe
is quite consistent with holiness of characterin
the Great Ruier of all, and only that man who
aims at Jikeholiness, justice, goodness and truth,
is worthy to represent the King of Kings in the
powers which He has ordained among men.

Since civil government is a Divine institution,
it follows that :—

3. Every man who has intrusted to him a voice
o vole in the appointment of a Government, is
bound, in duty, to use that voicc or vote.
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If wao lived under an absolute monarchy where
we had novoice in choosing, where all we had to
do was to obey, it would be our duty simply to
obey, and if we saw need, to work lawfully to
bring about a better state of things.

We do live under an absolute monarchy, but it
is the monarchy of the people. They are the
absolute rulers. Irom them there is no appeal.
What the people will is law. Every man who
has a vote is a part of that monarchy. In our
land the power of the people is a power ordained
of God, and each voter is a part of that power.
Every man is a raler so far as his vote and
influence extend.

Now, in this state of things, all cannot devote
their time either to the making or carrying out
of laws, and accordingly a few men are chosen
representatives of the whole, to devote their
time more espacially to this matter, while the
body of the people devote their time to their
ordinary callings in life. It is therefore in the
choosing of these men, that the governing work
of the great mass of the people consists.

Some day-..... we are to have a .general
election, to choose those who, as our represent-
atives, shall conduct for the next five years the
government of oar Dominien. Our part in the
government of the country is limited to the act
of casting our votes. If we neglect to do that
part in the management of this Divine insti-
tution of civil government we neglect a duty
which in our land Geod has laid upon us. Every
man who has a vote is to that extent a part of
the power, a part of the ordinance of God, and
if, through carelessness or neglect, he does not
use that vote, he is neglecting a trust which God
has committed to his keeping.

Men sometimes say: “I do not take much
interest in such matters; I leave that to those
who have a taste for it ; there is so much that
is evil connected with it.” And good men, from
what they think a sense of duty, but certainy
from a very mistakien sense, occasionally stand
aloof and will have nothing to say in the govern-
ment of their country, and think that in doing
so they are standing on a higher level than do
those who take part in that work. The mnan in
such a position, instead of standing on a higher
plane than his fellows is simply shirking his
duty. The very fact that there is so much of
evil in connection with powers and governments,
while on the one hand, it makes the work of
having anything to do with it, more unpleasant,
on the other hand makes the necessity, and
therefore the duty, of doing so, if possible, more
binding upon every man who has a voice.

“Leave such matters to the world, I have
higher things to think about!™ What if Christ
had said that, when Satan thrust himself into
this world, brought it under His influence, and
was driving it to ruin! Fancy the Saviour of
men saying :

“1 have higher things to attend te. These
multitudes of the Heavenly Host are continually
singing their songs of praise. There is purity
and holiness, gladness and glory, here. I will
not leave these holy exercises and go out and
down into the arena of strife and sin to scek to
overthrow the Dominion of the evil one. I am
safe. I am engaged in higher, holicr, work. All
that is spiritual is I'ere. Let Satan manage the
affuirs of the world.”™ If He had taken that
stand what would have been the result.

No such thing did l{e. Ile came and took up
the work ; entered into the conflict. It brought
him into contact with sin. It brought Him
under suffering for sin, but He shrank not from
it. Into the thick of the strife he thrust Him-
self, to redeem the world from such control, to
bring it into subjection to Himself, to establish
a government of righteousnessand peace, instead
of a tyrany of strife and sinj and at that work
He kept until He could say, I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.” And if
any man sees the affairs of men under the
dominion of Satan ; if he sees evil having a con-
trolling influence in the country, and folds his
hands saying, **It is such an unclean business
that I am not going to meddle with it, I will
have no part in it,” he is not following in the
footsteps of his Master. If these institutions of
Divine appointment are unclean it is a man's
duty so far as he is able, to make them clean.

Take as an illustration, temperance legislation.
Are the laws in any country such as favor that
traffic, which is one of the greatest hindrances
to the well being and happiness of millions, and
one of the greatest obstacles to the spread of the
Kingdom of Christ ? Does the liquor influence
in legislative halls, or in the country at large,
tend to perpetuate such laws? Does God give
me, as & voter in that country, a voice in its
government? And do I neglect to use that
voice. Do I say, “ there is so much of evil at
work that I will have nothing to do with it#"
Am I not guilty of criminal neglect? Does not
every suffering, shivering, starving, wife or
child in the drunkard'’s home cry out against me
for not doing what I may to help them, by cast-
ing my vote against any, of any party, who may
have used their position and influence to defend
and sustain the traffic; and for not doing what I
can to p'ace in power men whom I think wili
use that power to help put into operation the
temperance laws that we have, and, as they are
able, give us better ones.

The Christian citizen is bound in fulfilment of
his duty to his fellow-citizens and to his God to
take an active part in the struggle for the sup-
pression of evil. He is morally bound to actively
support men and measures that will most tend
to lessen the sum of human ill, and, in this par-
ticular, to send representatives to the legislature
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of his country, who will honestly try to check !
the tide of intemperance ; not men who will use

temperance or prohibition for a mere party cry

to ride into power, whose acts and lives may

show that it is with them not a matter of con-

viction but one of policy ; and who, while openly

professing to be in favor of temperance legis-

lation will in secret allow it to be made of no

effect ; but men whose pure, consistent, temper-

ate lives. are an earnest that they will do what !
they can for the suppression of this colossal

curse, and as builders in the rising temple of

temperance legislation, will faithfully and earn-,
estly work, until the top stone shall be brought !
with shoutings of “Grace, Grace unto it™; and .
PromIBITION in letters of light shall gild the

pages of our Statute Books.

But the sphere of legislation is not confined to
any one thing. Its duties are legion. The same
principles, however, apply to all parts of it, and
i€ there be any other evil that may seem to be
sapping the foundations of morality, and truth,
and righteousness, in any quarter, in connection
with civil government, the duty of every man
who would be a faithful follower of the Saviour,
is to use the power which God has given to him
in the ballot, in putting down all abuses of what-
oever s0rt in connection with this Divine insti ¢
tution, i1 fashioning human laws into the like- -
ness of {hat stone statute book given from God !
on Sinai, and in choosing as law wmakers and '
executers, whether Municipal, Provineial, or
Dominion, men who make that Statute Book :
the law of their lives. :

There may be times when the path of duty
seems difficult; when the choice, whether
between men, or between the platforms of difter-
ent parties, seems not a choice between evil and
good, but a choice of evils ; but if there be a choice
the Christian citizen is bound to make that
choice, choosing the better part, and striving
earnestly to make it more worthy of his support.
The Christian citizen must do the best he can
with the best he can get, and ever seek to make
it better, and the man, who through carelessness
or affected superiority to such matters, stays
idly at home on election day, is not doing his
duty to his country or his God. There may be*
circumstances which at times will justify such a
course, but they are very rare.

As civil government is a Divine Institution,
and the powers that be are ordained of God, and
in our land every voter is part of that power,
there.ore

4. Every citizen should not only exercise his
Dover, but should do so as a SACRED duty, as
done unto God not unto man.

Consider what this excludes and what it in-
cludes.

It excludes both the giving ard the taking of

bribes, in any shape or form, direct or indirect,
by any man,

The man who takes & bribe abuses the trust
which God has committed to his keeping for the
benefit of his country, and perverts it to his own
selfish ends.

The man who gives & bribe is no better. He
is & partner in the guilt. He is the wilful means
of leading the other into sin. He is doing some-
thing to lower instead of elevate the world;
something that helps to bring it into subjection
tosin and covetousness, He thus prostitutes
Civil Government, the ordinance of God, and
makes it & means of advancing Satan’s kingdom.

The same principle applies to bribery on a
larger scale, such as the promise, by either pariy,
to spend money in public works of any kind, as
a veward for support. Inthis case there is added
to the sin of bribery, the crime of doing it with
stolen money, robbing the publi¢ treasury to
advance private interests. In this case too, as
in that of the individual, the receivers are sharers
in the guilt; the community that accepts such
offer, and gives therefor its votes, is as guilty as
the party by which the offer is made.

It excludes all compulsion or restraint. We
spenk of lands and times where men could not
worship as they pleased, when they were perse-
cuted for conscience sake and compelled to wor-
ship as others willed, or suffer pains and penal-
ties. Cowmpelling & man, over whom one may
have power, to vote in a certain way, is exactly
the same. Civil government and the church are
both Divine institutions. The Christian citizen
is as much tound to be faithful to his trust in
the one as in the other, and the man who at-
tempts to interfere in any way with the faithful
conscientious use of a fellow man’s ballot, is a
persecutor.

It excludes mere party strife, and puts in its
place, principle. Principles are carried out by
means of party, but the party should be regarded
only as the agent for carrying into effect the
principle, and should be supported only as it
proves itself the best fitted for that purposc.

It includes, that 2 man should seek to realize
that the ballot is a trust committed to him for
the benefit of his country, his fellow men, and
the Glory of God.

It inciudes, that he should seek intelligently to
inform himself of the questions at issue and the
men to be chosen.

It includes, that Christian men should earnest-
ly seek direction from God as to their duty, that
the one prayer should be, “ Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do.”

‘The call of the time to the Christian men of
Canada, in the choice of their representatives, is
to do their duty, faithfully, honestly, fearlessly;
to do right, and leave results with Him Who has
ordained Civil Government among men, and
Who has in this land intrusted to the people the
decision as to what the character of that Govern.
ment shall be,
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EXPERIENCES IN TITHING. VL

(i MINISTER in Ontarfo writex: - I am glad
to see ‘Cualeb Cobweb on Proportionate
Giving,” which 1 sent you, in the March Rrcorn,
Last Sunday one of my people handed me $25.00
for missions ns ““ o tithe,” It was the flrst thing
of the kind that ever happened here. I think
your * Tithing Experiences™ must be making an
impression. With the $25.00 was a request for
a sermon on the subject.”

From a young lady from Waterloo, Ont., is the
following :—* I am very much interested in your
* Tithing Experiences,” For my own part I think
it is the proper way to give, and the smallest
portion that we ought to offer. I must say I
have found great blessing in 8o doing, and am
often surprised how far the other nine-tenths go,
and am persuaded that the blessiag of God rests
on it.

My tenth is very little. I wish it were a great
deal more, but if there be first a willing mind.
the Lord will accept according to what a man
hath.”

A mechanic in Newmarket, Ont., says-—*1I
am delighted to see so many testimmonies to the
spiritual and temporal advantages of the tithing
system, and duly urges me to give your readers
mine. Since I adopted this plan, six or seven
years ago, my experience is that the Lord has
entirely fulfilled his promises to me and mine.

My attention was first drawn to the subject by
reading a book 5 then some leaflety seemed to
come to me providentially ; then a searching for
myself to sce whether these things were so, for 1
had no person to instruct me, and I knew no one
who had tried it; but from that time to the
present, have not had oue single occasion for
regretting the course I have taken, for it has
bheen the means of strengthening my faith in
God, and of developing and broadening my
Christian life.

Before I commenced tithing I often desired to
give more, but was prevented by my pocket
being empty. Now I have none of that. Iama
mechanic and tithe my income regularly, laying
away at least a tenth sacredly by itself, 8o it does
not matter how unexpectedly a call for help may
come I have my mite ready. By this way I am
enabled, with greater pleasure, to do more for
the cause of Christ in one year than I did form-
erly in five,

I earnestly pray that the leaven of this system
will work until it leavens the whole Church.
TUhnless we do our duty in this respect, it will be
a long long time before the heathen lecarn of

Christ, and before we have an answer to our

prayer of ‘ Thy kingdom come.’

I would iike to hear of any one having faith-
Sully tried this plan aud given it up as unsatis-
factory,”

| Tithing in  The ** Experiencesin Tithing” that

Trividad. Lave been given from month to
month in the Ricorp, awaked a wide spread
interest, not only at home, but in some of our
mission flelds, Rev. Mr. Thompson writes :—

** Many of our youny: people read the Recorn,
Those who can read do so and mnake known the
news to others. The articles oun tithing have
interested them much and this yoar a goodly
number have begun to give a tenth, at which we
are much pleased. It is purely optionad.  Again
and agein they have said to me, * how much wlll
I give” Ialwaysanswer, ‘1don’t know ; settle
that for yourselves.’

I have been giving them a list of the history of
our church's inissions and shewing them that
there is & ‘giving ’ that makes more able to give,
while there is no less a witholding that makes
poorer.”

From Toronto writes an aged disciple :—* The
experience of a long life, has convinced me more
and more of the blessed results which follow
this system of giving to the Lonn, or rather of
returning to Him, the giver of ail, that portion
which He specially asks us to devote to His

work.
But some may say, ‘‘In what way do these

blessings show themselves?—many who take this
plan are far from being rich. You yourself have
had hard enough work to do to make ends meet."”

This may be true, but then the ends do meet,

" for the Christian who first pays his debt to the

L.ORD, from a sense of both love and duty, will
not be likely to go in debt to his fellow-man.
The habit of looking into his income, and of
setting apart one portion, will surely make him
careful of the rest. Habits of self-indulgence
will be lessened and the whole character
strengthened, so that by the grace of God, the
manifold temptations of the world, the flesh and
the devil will be more easily resisted. Then the
very division of our property raises our thoughts
to God, for if we spend the tenth of our income
for Him, we will want to know in what way He
would like us to do it. Asking direction for one
portion, we will be more likely to scek it for the
remaining nine-tenths,

Again, it is scarcely likely that those who give
one-tenth to God, will be led into gambling or
any other dishonest means of making gain. The
self-denial this habit would give to our sons and
daughters would be a great check on the num-
berless dishonesties of the day, taking bribes,
tricks of trade, appropriating money not their
own, over-stepping their salaries, &c., &e. The
morning papers would not so frequently make
parents tremble, as they read the account of a
promising young man having to flee the country
as a defaulter.

All these are indirect blessings which may be
said to tlow almost naturally from the system of
proportionate giving.
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But there are dircet blessings.
were followed there would be less poverty, for
God Himself says, Mal, 3-11, ** 1 will rebuke the
devourer for your sukes, and he shall not destroy
the fruits of your ground, &ec,” the land would
yield its inerease, money would no longer be put
into a bag with holes. (sece Haggai I, 6), trade
and commerce would flourish, church debts
would be paid, and there would be a full coffer
to send Home and Foreign Missionaries where-
ever needed

But, why a tenth? ‘Why fix any special
amount?’ God in his wisdom, knowing the
nature of fallen man, their great diversities of
character and circumstance, fixed 2 minimum,
and he who required it will reward the faith of
those, who, even in adverse circumstances, scek
to fulfil His command, and daily wait on Him.

Some men are by nature, close, miserly, selfish,
and, whether in aflluence or poverty, would
spend everything on themselves. Here is &
corrective, which will enlarge their views, warm
their hearts, and bring them into sympathy with
their fellow men. Others are open-handed, care-
less about money, and give to whoever asks
them, from the difficulty of saying no, while
perhaps their debts are unpaid, their landlady
waiting for their board, their washerwoman
going without her Sunday dinner for want of
means to get it. The habit of giving a fixed sum
would tend to correct such carelessness,

Men and women with small incomes, first give
your tenth to God, the rest will be doubly blessed,
so much so, that you will often wonder that your
money goes so far,

Are you fairly well off, or rich, give the tenth
-of your income, but do not stop there. The Jews
of old gave that, and a great deal more. Surely
twe who know Christ’s great love, ought to be
impellod by love to extend His kingdom, till all
ithe nations of the world kave accepted Him as
:their Saviour.

INQUIRIES

ABOUT TITHING.

7 o what shonld Two correspondents ask what

it be given?  the tithe should be used for.

’l‘hc only answer we can give is, * Remember that

11‘, is the Lord's money ; seek His guidance ; and
pse it as you think e would have you do.”

T

',i Isit A minister writes: “One of my hear-
Anjust. crs claims the system to be unjust.
One man has an income of $S2000, and gives §200;
his brother has an income of $600, and rives $60.
‘I‘he one has $1300 left for private use, while the
atherlms. only $540. Is not $200a much smallercon-
t‘nbutlon from the one than $60 from the other.”
% ; This “ hearer ™ is mistaken. The system is not
Injust. It is not simply that a tithe should be
Qn en by everyone, but that ev eryone should
;give at Least one tithe, that a tithe should be the

Finimaom, and then as much more as circum-
#hances will permit.

ATae
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Shullifirst  Another correspondent sends
piay my debts.  the following question.

“ A Christian man owes a debt incurred
through failure of investment. Iis income is
barely suflicient for ordinary support of his
family. If possible to economize at all, should
not such saving go to his creditors and not into
the Lord’s treasury.”

This reason would apply not merely to tithing,
but to returning any part to the Lord. The
question asked is therefore, whether a man in
this position should return anything to the Lord.

t may help in answering this question to
remember that the Lord is « creditor, that of
what He gives us day by day, of health and
strength, we owe a part to Him. Or, perhaps
better, all we have is His; He intrusts it to us,
and asks that part of it be used directly for Him ;
and the Lord's portion, more or less, is not ours
to give to any other,

A Farmer's “Tam afarmer in Rockburn, Que.

difiiculty. Our pastor strongly advocates giv-
ing a tenth, and I think we would be more
willing to do so if we knew what is the tenth of
our income. From my farm I raise produce to
the value of S600 yearly. Iam not out of debt.
Hired help, taxes, insurance of buildings, wear
and tear, &c., amounts to $150 a year. This
leaves §150 out of which I have to maintain my
fumily and pay interest. Farmers, as & rule, do
not keep a strict account of receipts and expend-
itures, so that it is hard to know the tenth.
Again we often do not sell for cash, but have to
take *“store.” IHow are we to tithe the produce
that we get no money for? And am I to tithe
my gross income of $600 per year, or part of it,
after I pay help and interest and other expenses.
If some way could be pointed out that would
meet these difficulties, more of the farmers would
practice giving a tenth.”

1. If “farmer” wishes to give one-tenth, and
is in doubt as to whether he should tithe $430 or
$600, he has apparently no doubt about the $450,
he can therefore make no mistake in beginning
there. The way is thus far clear. Let him walk
in the light that he has, and then seek further
light. If, after that, he is troubled about the
remainder, he can make no mistake by tithing it
also. 2. As to farmers not keeping accounts,
why should they not. A five cent book, or a
cent’s worth of paper, and a little care, a minute
or two cach evening, would suflice. 3. Farmers
do not scll everything for ““store.” They only
take what they need and what would require
cash to purchase. It is almost as if they sold for
cash and then bought for cash. 4. If a man
honestly wishes to do right in the matter, let
him deo that which seems clear, seck guidance
from God, follow conscience. ““If any man lack
wisdom let him ask of God who giveth to all
men freely and upbraideth not, and m shall be
given him."”
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Our Bome Work.

Ginctrom The Rev, Dr. King has received onc
Ireland. hundred pounds sterling from the
Presbyterian Church of Ireland for Manitobs
Coilege. The ald, so often rendered, was never
more seasonuble than this year.—Com.

Nfid. Pres. The Presbytery of Newfoundland
has asked to be uzitcd with the Presbytery of
Halifax. Ths latter has agreed te ask the next
General Assembly to sanction the union under
the name of the Presbytery of Hualifax. The
ecclesiastical, is, in this instance, taking pre-
cedence of the civil, union.

Help from  The receipts for Home Missions for
Scotlnnd. 1804 and 1895 respectively, up to
March 5th in each year, are given as $36,801.59
and 842,446.92. In the receipts of 1805 are
included special contributions received, through
the efforts of the Rev. W. Gordon, from Scotland
and Ireland, to the amount of $6,%0.87. If this
sum is deducted from $42,446.412, the receipts of
1803 will fall 81,435.5¢ below receipts for Home
Missions at the snme dat: last year. If the
Comnmiittee is not to be embarrassed and kept
from extending its work, congregutions should
take care not to fall behind in their contributions.
Special work among Hungarians, Germans, Ice-
landers, Swedes and Mormons was undertaken
last year, not to speak of extension of work
among English speaking people which will
absorb all this speciad help.—J. R,

EE.w tobuild Ina later ietter to the Recorn,

aChurch. Mr. Paton gives some further
particulars of the.r work. He says the Church
is valued at $1500, an 1 free of debt. “ The work
of the building, laying foundations, hauling
lumber, &e., &c., was furnished by the ranchers
and the pastor. Not a cent was paid out for
work of building the church. One made the
doors, and well made they were.  Another, with
his two sons, plastered the walls and built
chimnies. Others did all they could, and the
few really interested deserve the greatest praise
in giving all they could of what they did possess.

The couatry is fu'l of hope and promise for
the coming year, and we mnst prepare and
receive the settlers when they come. Theminers
arc a warm hearted class of people, and a good
work may be done amongst them. Thanks to
all the friends who kindly helped in the work
here, may their kindness be also experienced by
other needy flelds in this new and needy West.,”

Kettle  [srejoicing in a new church. Rev.
River,B.C,, Thomas Paton, th¢ missionary
there, in a private letter to Rev. Dr. Mackay, of
Montreol, writes of it :—

*“Itis the first plastered building for 100 miles,

80 far as we can learn, and the only church
within 200 miles on the Canadian side and necacty
150 on the American side. It is 22x33 ft.; wll seat
130 people, and we have a stove that will warm
it comfortably. I have been enabled to get
another horse in place of the one we sald to buy
shingles. Idid most of the hauling of lumber
for the church. All the week previous tc the
opening I was up till tweive and two o'clock to
get the church finished inside, so you may believe
I was tired on the Sabbath of the opening. 1
had no brother minister with me, but of this [
am sure, there could never have been a more
thankful man than I was on that occasion ; 1
was s0 glad to face the Valley people in our very
own huilding. I cannot tell how thankful we
are to the kind friends who have aided us in its
erection,”

HKamloops. Mr. Lee, the pastor, writes that
with 33 families, 45 young persons not connected
with families, and 57 communicants, the congre-
gation contributed last year for the schemes of
the church, 8112, and for the maintenance of
ordinances among themselves an average of $40
per family, The Sabbath-school and C. E.
societies are doing a good work. Other mission
churches in the West are doing a similar work
to that being done in Kamloops. Our Home
Mission and Augmentation work are bearinp
good fruit in these growing settlements in the
far West. many of which would otherwise have
had in them to-day but little of Christianity.

Mildmay. As Mr. Paton is at a distance and
cannot prevent it, another extract may be given
from a private letter above mentioned. After
speaking of the new church just completed at
Kettle River, he goes on tosay :—

‘I have the promise of achurch and manse lot
at Boundary Creck, 21 miles distant, where
Mildmay, the chief town of Kettle River Valley,
is to be, and I mean now to move on to building
there.

To give myself freedom I mean to proceed at
once with the vestry, where I can sleep and put
up my horse and hold meetings. If the Lord
will, I will get up a church there too next year,
how, I cannot tell. I know that it is requircd
ard must be done at the earliest date if it i to
do the good that it should do. The town site is
owned chiefly in Montreal and New York, but
the wife of the resident manager is a Presby-
terian, and through ber influence the site was
promised me unasked, so God has clearly indi-
cated to me to go on.

If possible, I must keep up the service at each
place, although the road just completed is a hard
mountain one of 21 miles. It will be & grand
thing to have our two nice churches rise up asa
protest against the prevailing laxity, Sabbath
trading, indifference, and drunkenness.
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@ur Lorcign Missicns.

OUR MISSION IN INDIA.
1. Some notes about India.

E‘OR its position consult a school geography
with its maps.

Its population, fron: the census of 1891, is over
286 millions, of whom over 220 millions are in
British India, governed directly by Britisl
officials, while 66 millions are n Native States,
subject to Britain but allowed some treaty
rights, and amoug tuem this semblance of
independence, viz., that of being governed by
their own native princes, instead of by cfficials
of the British Crown. Our o'wn missions are in
some of these Native States.

As to their religious beliefs, by the same census
there are 207 millions of Hindoos, 57 millions of
Mohammedans, 7 millions of Buddhists, over 2

he must maintain his family, often large s and
when we think that receiving Christisa baptism
often means the loss of work and pussible star-
vation, we need not wonder if many are kept
buek from publicly joining the Christian Church,

As o result of their peor food, unsanitary con-
ditions, and the immorality which so largely
prevails, they are physically weak, ‘‘ honey-
combed with disense,” as o missionary expresses
it. Intellectually they are acute and keen, ac-
customed to keen and subtle reasoningnot found
among the uneducated in westeru lands,

Our mission now occupies, as centres from
which its work and influence rudiates, the fol
lowing five cities ;—Indore, Mhow, Neemuch,
Rutlam, and [Jjjain. These cities are in three
different Natise States, are all connected by rail-
way, and extend some 160 miles, from Mhow on
the South, to Neemuch on the Nortt. Indore
and Mhow are at the Southern end of the fleld.

millions of Christians, (including all Europeans, | Indore. with 82,000 .
. y X people, is the Capital of
Protestant and Catholic) besides some smaller the native tributary State of that name, which

bodies, as Jaius, Sikhs, Parsees, Jews, &c., and | hasa population of 830,00, and is ruled by a

some 9 millions of Forest tribes.

During the past dozen years, with ail the
missionary activity, the native Christian popu-
lation has increased about half & million, but
the natural increase, during the same time, of the
Hindoo and Mohammedan population has been
thirty millions. This looks discouraging for
missions. But, on the other hand, multitudes
who still bear the names of the old systems, are
losing faith in them, and the advance of Christ-
ianity is gaining in rapidity year by year, and
many, even of the Hindoos, make no secret of
their conviction of what Christians believe, that
their oid systems arve doomed and that Christ-
ianity is to be the future faith of India. Above
all there is God's sure promise, that ‘“The
heathen shall be given to Christ for His heritage,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for His
possession.”

2, Our Mission field in Central India.

Central India is a comparatively high table
land, lying, as the name implics, about the centre
of India, and the climate is less subject to the
extremes of heat and drought and consequent
famine, than much of the great Indian plain.

The people live in villages and towns, smaller
or larger, often in low mud huts of ten feet
square, with earthen floors, grouped around an
open court yard sixty or ¢ighty feetacross, where
the garbage and sewage of all the houses
gathers and rots and reeks in self-made cess-
pools with filth and stench unmentionable.
From these the men go forth to their toil, in
flelds or at other work, while the women, in
some cases do the same, and in others, spend
their lives in the foul atmosphere that fills
their homes.

MYst of them are pve. A common wage for
& laboring man is two dollars a month. On this

native prince, the Mabarajah Holkar, under
British control and protectior. Fourteen miles
further South, also in the State of Indore, and
subject to Holkar, is Mhow, with a native popu-
lation of 20,000, and a body of some 5,000 trcops
to maintain British authority in Central India.

Neemuch, 20,000, the most northerly centre of
the mission, some 160 miles north from Mhow,
and also & camp town, is in the State of Gwalior,
the largest of the tributary Native States of
India, whose ruler the Maharajah Scindia holds
sway over three and a quarter millions of peaple,
Ujjain, while in the State of Gwalior, is over 190
miles South from Neemuch, and but 36 miles
North from the city of Indore. It has been
called “th~ oldest city in India"” and is one of
the sacred cities of the Hindoos, the ** Benares
of Central India.”

Rutlam, 31,000, is the Capital of the State of
Rutlam, whose Rajah. however, is tributary to
Scindia, the Maharajah of Gwalior,

Besides these there are twice as many more
important centres near, that shouid be occupied
at once, and in which, with their neighborfing
towns and villages, with none but our mission-
aries to give them the Gospel, is & heathen popu-
lation of over five millions, as great as that of
Canada.

3. Methods of work.

There is the regular Sabbath day and week
1ay preaching to the always growing congre-
gation, at the centre where the missionary
resides.

Not less important is the itinerant preaching.
For six, or eight, or more weeks, each season,
the missionary, unless occupied in Hospital or
Educational work, takes his tent and one or
more helpers, and visits villages, towns and
cities, perhaps fifty or sixty of them, preaching
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and sclling Scripture and tracts, and travelling
sometimes three hundred miles or more in a
single tour. In this way the good sced is scat-
tered far, centres are opened up for beginning
permanent work, by the settlement, first of
teachers or catechists and afterwards by mission-
aries,

In this field as in some other parts of India,
many of the better class of the peovle can read,
some can understand and read English, so that
from the beginning the printing press has been
lurgely used, und has proved a powerfulauxiliary.
Many receive their first knowledge of the Gos-
pel from the printed page. Even in the small
beg.nnings of the first three years of the mission,
the issues of the mission press at Indore, both in
English and Hindi, were over a million and a
half of pages of Gospel tracts and leaflets. These
were given away or sold at a low rate by the
missionaries on their preaching tours, or by
Colporteurs, and other workers.

There is school work of various grades, from
the most elementary, upward, to training schools
to fit men and women for the work of teachers
and preachers, and in all these, while secular
instruction is given, that of the Bible is made
paramount.

Sabbath School work is also carried on, and by
“Life upon Life” the young are trained for
Christ. .

Zenana work is a feature peculiar to missions
in India. The women of the better classes spend
their lives in their secluded, cheerless homes,
called zenanas, and can ouly be reached by
women. Here they are visited by lady mission-
aries, who read with them, teach them, and pray
with them, and in this quiet way bring light
and knowiedge, and blessing, to their dull dark
homes and lives,

Medical work in the homes, and in hospitals at
some of the stations, is becoming an increasing
factor in the mission, and not only relieves much
of suffering, but opens the way for the Gospel.
A leading Hindoo is reperted to have said not
long since ‘ There are two classes of Christian
workers whose power we dread, your women
and your doctors.”

Besides all these and other departments of
work, there is that of the native helpers, as
Colporteurs, Bible readers, Catechists, Native
teackers, ete. ; each agency doing its part in the
great work of * India for Christ.”

4. The beginming of the Mission.

Its beginning was in this wise. The Foreign
Mission committee of the Canada Presby-
terian Church in their report to the Second
General Assembly of that church, at Toronto,
November, 1571, say :

“During the past year another class of
laborers, whose services are found of ecssential
value in many parts of the heathen field, have

offered themselves for employment by thd
church. Three youngladies from Montreal have

intimated theirintention of devoting themselves
to Foreign Mission work. A resolution from
Erskine Church, Montreal, of which these ladies
are at present members, was sent to the com.
mittee, urging them to consider whether ar.
angements might not be made, without delay.
to employ them in some of those fields where
female lat-or is so urgently needed.” This reso-
lution was accompunied with the intimation of
liberal aid towards sending them to the tield.”

Ths assembly expressed hearty satisfaction,
and instructed the Foreign Mission Committece
to give all due encouragement to these young
women in preparing them for their work, to
select a fleld of labor for them, and as soonas
expedient, to send them to the foreign field.

After some two years of preparation by the
workers and careful inquiry by the committee,
India was chosen, and in October 1373, Misses
Rodger and Fairweather sailed from New York
and began work in India under the care of the
missionaries of the American Presbyterian
Church.

For three years Misses Rodgers and Fair-
weather labored faithfully in connection with the
American Presbyterian Church, butin the mean-
time pleaded earnestly with our church inCanada
to undertake a mission of her own, while the
American Presbyterian missionaries seconded
their appeal, urging that we should take up the
Province of Indore, in Central India, where none
of the churches or missionary societies had
entered.

The Church too felt that the union of 1873
should be marked by some forward movement
worthy of her strength, and made repeated
efforts to get one or more ordained missionaries
for the field.

The call was responded toin 1876. Rev. James
Douglas, of Coburg, offered his services to the
Foreign Mission Committee and was accepted.
His designation took place at Coburg 26th Sep-
teraber of that year, and soon after he sailed for
India, with instructions, should the way seem
open, to establish a mission in Indore.

He landed in Bombay 22nd December, and ro-
ceived a cordial welcome and great kindness
from other missionaries, one of the American
Presbyterian brethren going with him to Indore
to aid in choosing a station. They also supplied
himn with & trained native Catechist by whom
the work of preaching could be at once begun.

On January 25,1877, they reached the city of
Indore, a city of about 83,000 people and the
capital of the state of that name. As Indore is
a native state under British protection, but not
directly under British rule, there was some
douby as to how missionaries would be received,
but after consideration it was deemed a suitable
opening and Mr. Douglas decided to settle there.
Miss Rodgerand Fairweather at once removed
to Indore, and from that date our churchghas
had a regularly organized mission in Central
India.
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5. The Maritime Provinces and Mission work
in India.

JAbout the time of the departure of Misses
Rodgers and Fairweather, the attention of the
Church of Scotland in Nova eotia was turned to
India. In 1374 Miss Johns, lady principal of one
of the Halifux public schools, oftered herself for
mission work. The Synod accepted her and she
was sent to Madras to engage in orphanage and
zenana work there in connection with the
Scottish Ladies’ Society for promoting female
education in India. She was a member of St.
Matthew'’s Church, Halifax, and the expense of
her passage and salary were paid by thz congre-
gation,

She took ill soon after reaching India, and
with heavy heart, by medical advice, returned
home, dying shortly after her arrival.

It is worthy of note that our picneers in mis.
sion work in India, both from East and West,
were women, and their voluntary offer of
service led to their own going, and, in a sende,
to the entering upon that great fleld by our
church.

Just before the union of 1875, Rev. James
Fraser Campbell offered bis services to the Church
of Scotland in Nova Scotia for evangelistic work
among the Erglish-speaking natives of Madras,
and was accepted. After the union, before
his departure, at the request of the Foreign
Mission Committce, West, he visited many
of the congregations in Ontario and Quebec,
greatly deepening the interest in India.

6. The first ten years of the Mission, Jan. 187,
. to Jan. 1887

As already noted, the mission dates from 26th
January, 1877, with the arrival and settiement
in Indore of Mr. Douglas, and immediately
thereafter of Misses Rodgers and Fairweather.
‘We sce them addressing themselves to the work,
and then taking our stand at the missionary
mateway of Central India, we watch for more
helpers, and see the procession, that during the
next ten years passes in from far off Canuda to
take this land for Christ.

Six months we watch in vain, but in July we
see one coming, hurrying on, breathless with
haste, full of evangelistic zeal, and when he
draws near, it is Rev. Jas. Fraser Campbell, who
had gone to Madras from the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces, but who has
been transferred to the F. M. Com., West, and is
hastening 1o join in the newly opened work in
Central India, What a welcome he gets! They
consult together, and then to avoid exciting
opposition by having too many workers in one
:ccmrc, he settles at Mhow, some 14 miles distant
from Indore.

We watch for six months more, and in the
closing days of December, a group of women and
children appear in the distance. One of them

and the little ones had come to gladden the
heart and home of the husband and father, Mr.
Douglas, the pioneer missionary ; while the
special mission of the others, Misses Forrester
of Nova Scotia, and MacGregor of Ontario, is
to bring lizht and joy to the dark and cheerless
zenana homes of the native women. DMisses
Fairweather and MacGregor, an old hand and a
new, remain in Indore, while Misses Rodger and
Forrestergoto Mhow,a fateful moveforthe latter,
for little more than a year later, Feb. 1879, she
fulls a victim to matrimony, and loses her name,
while Mr. Campbell is richer by a worthy wife.

For another year we wait, and the only passer
by is going the other way. DMliss Fairweather is
retiring from the mission, and Miss Rodger
comes back from Mhow to fill the vacant place.

But the year is not thus to end, for on Dec. 26,
1879, a youthful couple appear in the distance.
With look and manner keen and determined
Rev. John Wilkie answers our sentinal call of
“who comes there” and tells that he was
ordained to this work by the Presbytery of
Guelph, and that now with his wife he has come.
We see them joining the Douglas’ at Indore,
and return to our post.

Three times the seasons pass, the longest wait
in the history of the mission, and even then the
gate swings outward, for in 1882, Rev. James
Douglas and family return to Canada. A little
later, however, in December of the same year, a
brave woman appears alone, Liiss Isabeila Ross,
who has come to join the staffat Indore.

Another twelve months runs its course. The
time of year for missionary arrivals is come. We
carefully scan the horizon, nor do we look in
vain, for in Dec. 1883, Rev. Joseph Builder and
his wife pass in and proceed to Mhow to take
charge of the work in the absence of Mr. Camp-
bell, who, a little Inter, after eight hard wrought
years passes outward with Mrs. Campbell on
their first furlough to Canada.

Still another year we wait, and December
brings once more its welcome messergers; this
time two women and a man. The latter, Rev.
Win. Wilson, with the Bible as his commission.
and a woman as his wife, we can understand; but
who or what is the other woman, with pill box
and drugs, with scalpel and knife. Never since
we took this post of gate keeper has missionary
thus passed in, It is Elizabeth Beatty, M.D.,
the pioneer in medical mission work in India,
The Wilsons go for a time with Mr. Builder at
Mhow, to study the language, and Miss Beatty
unpacks her instruments at Indore.

December comes again and disappoints us not.
Once more threce forms appear. this time a
woman and two men. Afar off we recognize
familiar faces, “the Campbells are coming” again
from their furlough, and with them a younger
man, whom they introduce as Rev. Robert C.
Murrav from Pictou. Nova Seotin.
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A few weeks later, Jan. 1886, a council of the
workers is held. It is agreed that the Wilkies
sball remain at Indore, and the Builders at
Mhow ; that the Campbells will open up a new
centre at Rutlam, while the Wilsons, who have
been for a year with the Builders at Mhow, will
go 160 miles North to Neemuch, and establish a
station there; the new arrival, Mr. Murray,
remaining for a time at Mhow to learn the
language.

Six months later the important message comes;
“The General Assembly, June 18586, has sanc-
tioned the organization of a Presbyteryin Central
India to be known as the Presbytery of Indore,”
We see the workers gathered in their new
ecelesiastical capacity, and onc of the earliest
Presbyterial acts is to give permission, October
1886, to Rev. R. C. Murray tosettlein the ancient,
sacred, city of Ujjain.

It is December once more. From the outlook
two women are seen approaching; knife and
powder and pill tell the mission of the one;
while the love lighted look of expectancy, and
the greeting she receives from the young mis-
sionary of Ujjain, reveals the errand of the other.
Miss Marion Cliver M.D., has come to join in
the medical work at Indore and as far around
as zeal and strength can reach, while Miss Char-
lotte Wilson of Pictou, Nova Scotia, has come to

be the wife and fellow missionary of Rev. R. C. .

Murray at Ujjain. Januery 1857, has come. Our

ten years watch is ended. We leave our post
with gratitude for this among other things, that
nearly all who have come have had fair health.
There have been no deaths. All have been able
to carry on their work.

This backward glance has been rather at the
workers than the work. In a survey of the
latter two features mark this first decade.

(1.) Extension; all five of the citics now
wrought as centres of missionary activity being
occupied, at the end of that period, by an
ordained missionary and his wife from Canada;
besides three lady missionaries and two female
medical missionaries at Indore; the three
Misses Stockbridge, daughters of a Govern-

authorities, If the missionaries attempted to
speak or teach even on private grounds, the
police drove off all who would listen to them,
and the missionaries sometimes received insult
and even blows from the same source.

An appeal was made to the Resident British
Agent General, but He too was Hostile. The
missionaries then sent complaints to the Viceroy
of India, but after long waiting in vain for a
reply, they found that their complaints had been
pigeon holed by unfriendly subordinates. The
vice-regal ear at length was reached, and
through the good oftices of Lord Ripon, and after-
wards of Lord Dufferin, the opposition and
vexations of several years came to an end, the
fullest liberty was gained, and even from mem-
bers of the native royal family has valuable help
been since received. A further result of this
contest was that the principle of religious toler-
ation was settled for all the Native States. It
was a repetition of the battle thut was fought
and won in British India over half a century

ago.
7. Second period of the Mission, Jun. 18§87, to
the present time.

Some features of the first decade were,~—1. A
long struggle with the authorities for toleration ;
2. Health of the missionaries; 3. Extension of
the mission.

None of these differeny features mark the
second period. 1. The opposition of the author-
itics has passed away, the only occasionai signs
of hostility being from Hindoo and Mohammedan
priests and bigots. 2. Sickness and death have
shadowed the mission. In September, 1887, Mrs.
Murray was suddenly cut down after a few hours
illness, when she had been less than a year in
the field, Three months later, 20th December.
Mr. Murray was suddenly called away. Early
in the following year, 1888, Mr. Builder, whose
Lealth had been for some time tailing, had to
come home, and died, 1:h November, of that
year. Sickness has also compelked several of the
unmarried women to retire temporarily or per-
manently from the mission; and one of them,
Miss Amy Harris, died in London, England, in

ment ecngineer, teaching and doing zenana , 1892, on her way home after two short years of
work at Mhow; and a large staff of native |service. 3. No new centres have been occupied
catechists, teachers, colporteurs, Bible women, ! by ordained missionaries, as there were not men

&ec., &c.; of whom there were four at Ujjain,
five each at Neemuch and Mhow, nine at Rutiam,
and nineteen at Indore.

(2.) Another feature of this first decade was
the struggle for toleration. In the second year
of the mission, the first two converts were
seized and threatened with gaol, and had to flee
to another etate to be baptized. Soon after, the
Maharajah Halkar issued an order forbiddingall
Christian work, and a iittle later, the only mis-
sion school in Indore was forcibly closed by the

todoit. Two men went out in 1883, Revs. G-
McKelvie and J. Buchanan, M.D.; but these
only filled the gaps made by death, and one of
them, McKelvie, resigned in 1891, for other mis-
sion work in India. Another two, Revs. W.J.
Jamieson and N. H. Russell, went out in 189,
and Rev, F. H. Russel), in 1893, but there has
been considerable sickness, and the mission staff
has been all required to keep up the work at the
five centres already occupied.

But while there has been a lack of ordained
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missionaries to develop new centres, there have
been lady missionaries added to the staff each
year, to carry on the medical, teaching, and
zenana work., Miss McKay, M.D. (now Mrs.
Buchanan), and Misses Sinclair and Scott, were
sent out in 1888 ; Misses Jamieson and Harris in
159: Misses McKellar M.D. and Fraser M.D.,
in 1890 ; Misses O'Hara M.D. and McWilliams in
1801 ; Misses Turnbull, M.D.,Calder, and Duncan,
in 1892: and Misses Grier, White, and Dougan,
in 1893. Of these, Misses Scott and McWilliams
retired through illness, the former in 1800, the
latter in 1893, while Miss Harris died in 1802,

The leading features of this second period are,

1. The development of centres previously occu-
pied. 2. The advance in Medical work. 3. The
progress in Educational work. 4. A deep
Religious movement among the lower caste
people, especially at Indore.

The first mentioned feature is seen in the
growth and organization of regular congrege-
tions, in all five of the mission centres. There
are in connection with the different native con-
gregations about ninety Christian families,
about as many single persons not conpnected with
families, and some 200 native com:sunicants.
The Sabbath Schools number forfy, with an
attendance of about 2,000 pupils. There is also
the gradually extending organization of work in
some of the villages and towns adjacent to these
centres, by means of native agents.

2. There has been a steady advance in medical
work., Besides Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan, both of
them graduates in medicine, and Mr. C. Woods,
M.D., who was sent out in 1893, there are five
female medical missionaries. The number of
patients in 1893 was over 25,000, and the number
of treatmeunts over 70,000. The fuct that the
Gospel is faithfully presented along with these
treatments, as well as the confidence which the
medical assistance always begets, shows what a
leavening influence must be exercised by this
branch of the work. It gives entrance to hearts
and homes that would otherwise be inaccessible.

3. Schools have been established in increasing
numbers, while, especially at Indore, more ad-
va iced instruction is given with a view of train-
ing workers for the inission as well as for other
walks in life. The number of weck day schools
in the whole field is twenty-eight, with about
1,500 pupils enrolled.

4. Among the lower castes, but especially
among the Mangs at Indore, there has for the
past three years been a deepening interest ; they
are beginning to come out in increasing numbers
for baptism, and this year, will, to all appearance,
witness & very considerable addition to the
Church. This is but part of a religious awaken-
ing among the poorer castes that is being mani-
fested in different parts of India. Let us pray
for its hastening.

List of Missionaries and Stations.

NaMe. STATION. APPOINTED.

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell... Rutlam . ..1875

“ Mr, and Mrs., Wilkie .. ... Indore. ... 1879

sts Oliver, M.D................ L. Inga

nclair. .. o ¢ L1888

¢ QHara, M.D,..... ........ RS 1.4

 Turnbull, M.D............. RS R4

“ Grier.... e e 13

‘" Whitse. S £ 1 2

¢ Dougan..... . o 1393

Rev. Mr, and Mrs. Wilson .. Neemuch 1884
** Mr. and Mrs.d amieson.. .. Bt

Miss Jamieson............. .- e 1539

O M hd‘m‘, M.D.......oele. ¢ 1890

O DUNCAN. i e 1892

Mr.C. R. \\ oods, M.D.......... ¢ .1893

Miss Campbell........... ... ¢ .1894

Rev. and Mrs. Bucbanan, M.D. s.UJJmn. ...1888

¢ Mr. and Mrs. N. Russell.. Mhow .. 1890
“ F.H.Bussell......... .... PR £ 1
Miss Ross. ......oov cevnnnnnn.. o ..1882
“ ¥rager, M.D.. ............ “ L. 1800
“ o Calder......cviiiiiennianan “ ..1842

Missionaries who have Relired or been called
away by Deuth.

ArpoiNteyu. Remicev Diep.
Miss Fairweather........... 193 1800 ...
“ Rodger........cevnn... FETE T 1) S,
Rev. J. M. Douglas..... .... 1876 1882 ..
Miss Macgregor............. 1877 1888 ....
Rc\ Joxoph uilder . R £ - S &
Murray.. . 1885 . 188
“ G. McKelvie. ... ... 1.\‘58 i1 ...
Miss Amy Barris ... ...... 1892
‘¢ Elizabeth Beatty, M.D. l\‘Si 1802 ...
“ E.B.Scott............. 10 ...
“  Elizabeth McWilliams. 1891 83 ...

At the ecleventh line from the top of the pre-
vious column there shouid be added, Miss Butler,
who went out in 1893 to become the wife of Mr.
Jamieson ; and Miss Campbell who wentout in
1891 to Neemuch.

The Mangs “ You will be glad to know,” says
coming in. NMr. Wilkie, in writing of the move-
ment which has fc- some time been going on
among the low caste people of Indore, that it :—

“Gains in strength and influence day by day.
‘We have baptised fifteen in the last two weeks,
and we are likely to receive a very much larger
aumber next Sabbath. The wives of those we
previously received arenowasking to be received
too. The leading woman in the opposition to
Christianity, and onethat has donenota little to
hinder the work, was baptised last week. At the
same time a Mohamedan family that a yearago
were a great source of trouble to our poor
Christians. A high caste neighbor was baptised
last week, who, by these poor new Christians
was first led to know the truth as it is in Jesus.
To-night five men of another caste came to the
college to talk with me, as they wished to be
baptised. Ihad to put them off till to-morrow,
as I'wasat that time, six p.m., so completely
fagged out that I could not do for them what I
wished. They went off, however, quite kindly
and I shall meet them again.”
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LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRA.\"I‘. DD,

j SPENT January in Jamaica. The Preshy-

terian Church of that Colony have begun
work amongst the 14,000 East Indians there. We
gave two of our senior catechists, and I went to
visit them. The prospects are good, but I will
not speak of that work now.

I wish in brief to tell, for the encouragement of
others, something of what & consecrated layman
has done.

On the 27th January I preached at Lauriston,
Jamaica, to about 250 people. This is a section
of the Rev. Mr. Scott’s charge. lis engage-
ments eisewhere allow of his presence here only
on one Sabbath in two months, The people are
chiefly black and coloured—in all 4 or 5 white
families.

On enquiry I found.

1, 128 Communicants in good standing,

2, Two weekly prayer meetings.

3. One Sunday School with 150 children, 73
adults, and 16 teachers.

4. A wveckly Bible class and a candidates’ class.

5. Contributions towards minister's salary
$250, to missions and other schemes about $600.

The question naturally arises, how are these
results secured with only six Sabbaths annualiy
of an ordained minister?

Twenty years ago there was no Church in this
village. The spiritual destitution of the people
was seen and felt by a gentleman who had come
into the district and sccured a large stock farm.
This gentleman, Mr. Roxburgh, found time to
go among the people to instruct, exhort, and
pray. Soon a religious interest was awakened,
bone came to his bone, the sinews and the flesh
camne upon them, and breath entered unto them,
and there was actively a forward movement.
Soon a place of worship was provided, and a
company of faithful ones, regularly marshalled,
have ever since displayed their bananers and
drawn new ones into their ranks,

Mr. and Mrs. Roxburgh, now three score years
and ten, though cumbered with many things,
kave strength and leisure to go, not only on
Sabbath, but twice weekly, to the Church which
is three miles distant, to sustain prayer meeting,
a Bible class, a Candidates’ and other clusses.
He is treasurer for all the schemes of the Church,
and from the numerous expressions of regret at
his absence from Synod in January, made pub-
licly and privately, I concluded that he was held
in the highest esteem by the whole Church.
Daniel like, 2 man greatly beloved.

His methods uzre all in the old paths. 1llis
whole confidence is in the old. old story, of Jesus
and His love, and the Church there is largely a
monument of what a consecrated layman can
accomplish.

But Mr. Roxburgh is not alone; in his good
work he is supported by men and women, not a

few who are good and true. Recently when laid
aside, Mr. Cadenhead, who is a Canadian, con-
ducted the services, and from what I saw and
learned, I am of opinion that if their Elijah was
taken up, others in his spirit would carry on the
work.

Mr. Scott is to be congratulated on his lay
support. Mr. Roxburgh does not prepare ser-
mons. He takes up one of Spurgeon's or that of
some other author, and carefully masters every
point, so that he may read with effect. Occas-
sionally a section may be dropped, and another
portion emphasized and enlarged upon, and thus
the interest is sustained. Have we not laymen
in every remote corner of our Church that could
o and do likewise.

Education  “The Board of Education.”
in Trinidad. \crites Rev. Mr. Thompson, *“ has
almost unanimously decided in favor of free and
compulsory education. This would be a great
boon to the colony. The chief justice led the
movement.” The last shall be first. Some of
our older colonies and conntries have not yet at-
tained to this stage.

Couva “Couva is again disgraced,”
* Disgraced.™ yrites Mr. Thompson in the
month of February. ¢ Two brutal murders have
been committed and there have been several
* chopping’ cases, and the year only just begun.
There is a very large Indian population here.
Only one other ward is so densely populated.
We are doing what we can to bring the Gospel
of * peace and good will' to bear upon thelives
of these people.” The murders and ‘chopping”
cases are chiefly of wives by their husbands, who
are either tired of them or jealous of them. The
‘chopping ' is the most brutal barbarity ; hands
or feet or limbs sometimes cut off with & cutlass,
and too often the guilty party escapes.

The Bright As an offset to the above dark
Side.  picture, another part of Mr. Thomypr
son's letter tells of cheering progress.

“Qur eleven schools are all at work, and, in
Couva at least, much better attended than in
1894, Miss Fisher's school has steadily inereascd
in average attendance, from 40 and 49 to 90, and
it will not rest there.

Arrangements have just been completed for
holding services at fixed hours in_over twenty
})I:\ccs in the Couva ficld every Sabbath. We
wve in our ranks of Christinus men who once
were thieves and some who have been convicts.

Qe who was once & terror to the whole com-
wenity and who long detied capture, although a
i e reward was offered, has abandoned his evil
ways. From the time of his baptism till the
present he has lived a consistent, orderly and
quict life. Heisindeed & ¢ new creature.’

Things do seem more hopeful in this field thix
vear, and if we hold out as we have begun we
will have g« od cause for rejoicing.

The college is hard at work. The Teachers
Training School is also at work. The new rodpers_v
at San Fernando is just what was needed, and
the gift of it by Mr. Rapsley is much appreciated.”
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THAT SHIPWRLECK OFF FORMOSA.
AN INTERESTING SEQUEL TO IT.
ji]ow the shipwrecked crew of an American
3= merchaut ship was cared for by the natives
of Eust Formosa, instead of being murdered as
they would have been twenty-five ycars ago,

was told in last RucoRn,
A most interesting sequel to the story is in the
following letter :—
KENNEBUNKYPORT, Maine, U.S.A.
February 21, 1885.
Mr. Hamilton Casscls:

My DeARr Sik,—One of my parishioners, Capt. |

Williamn L. Gould, of this place, has lately re-

turned from the Island of Formosa. with a very :
important testimony to the value of Foreign i

Missions.

His ship, the Mary L. Stone, from New York,
bound for Hong Kong, was wrecked at a point
on the northeast coast of that island, being driven
on to a sandy shore in the night.

The following day the ship’s company, twenty-
four in number, rowed in their boats along the
coast, and were taken through the surf to a
little seaport by kind natives.

in a comfortable church four or five days, until
their messenger, one of the ‘‘Brethren” of the
mission, delivered a letter fromy Capt. Gouid
“to any person who speaks English™ forly
miles away ; and a Chinese war vessel came
around to take the Americans to a pliace of
safety.

The second day after their arrival on shore the
native pastor came on his regular tour, healed
the sick, distributed relief to the needy, bap-
tized infants, administered the sacrament, and
preached the Gospel.
high opinion of the sincerity and good principles
of the Christian Islanders, and will never forget
-their kind, hospitablc treatment.

Arriving there .
they were welcomed by Christians and sheltered

The Americans formed a |

of our Congregational Society,and I write to ask
for furthar facts us to the mission, Is it under
the direction of the Presbytevian Church of
Canada? Who is the treasurer of that socicty,
or of the orzanization which maintain that
work ? Will you kindly give me something de-
finite, perhaps some article in the missionary
publication of thesociety. We have but a slight
sum of money to seud, but I want to kuow more
about the work and to have my people also
know. Cuanves H. Porr,
Pastor Congregational Church.

i An Incident “ Wechavehad anotherlittle ex-
i from Formosa. perience with the Gi-lin magis-
trate,” writes Rev. Mr. Gauld, our missionary.
**There are on the East Coast two Chinese so-
. cicties (of the secret kind I think) for both
1 oflensive and defensive purposes. The head man
; of the stronger society died recently, and the
i weaker took advantage of the other's headless
state to pay off some old scores. As aresult there
were several broils and a nunberiost their lives.
The distriet magistrate failed to arrest the mur-
derers who had fled and therefore arrested me: »
than twenty who were innocent, asking them
why they did not endeavor to stop tlie bhlocdy
' fights. Among those arrested were fiv« Chiriste
ians, Pepohoan.

On receipt of this information, Pastor Giam A-
Hoa started for the Gi-lin district, to effect, if
possible, the release of the Christians.

As his purpose was to interview the Gi-lén
magistrate, a man whom he had never met, and
who had aforetime been opposed to us and had
tried all he could to hinder us, he went armed
with aletter of introduction from the prefect of

North Formosa.
i Arriving onenight at, the magistrate’s Yamen,
: he sent in his card and asked for an interview.
The magistrate in answer asked him to remain
: till the morrow, which meant, the morrow’s

The Chinese steward of the shipwas interpreter ; night ; whereupon Giam sent him the prefect’s

{for the party untii they landed, when they found |
another of the same race, through whom they
3were able to couverse some. But for the im-

ipressions of their Christians in life and worship

3

&

ey depended chiefly on their eyes.

Captain Gould went back to sell the remnants
of ship cargo after some weceks, and paid the
B teacher ” and others iiberally for their kind at-
Bentions, besides giving them articles of con-
Xecnience. But our people has felt so much in-
rest in the occurrence that we took a special
®ollection for Forcign Missions, ta be divided he-
een our own sociely, ** The American Board,”

. McKay.

ish.

Your address was ziven to me by the secretary

ct a missionary who gave him some infor- |
Antion about the matter, but not as definite as I |

" letter. This had the desired effect; atonce he
was invited in, kindly received and asked to state
his business. He gladly complied, and received
the promise that next morning the men would be

. set at liberty. He was then invited to partake of

tea and cake, and the magistrate requested that

if we should in the future meet with any opposi-
tion from the citizens (he had himself been the

' chief opposer) to at once let him know, and he
would be happy to do all he could to help.

. Well, we arc grateful, grateful tothe Almighty

! Ruler over all, in whose good Providence this

! would-be enemy has been defeated Ly his own

d the society which support the mission of : designs. Although the man hax endeavored to
While at Tamsui, Captain Gould | hinder the Lord’s work in the past, we are glad

now to have his help if nceded.

True to his promise he set at liberty the Christ~
ian prisoners above referred to by eight o'clock
: the following morning.”
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THE LATEST FROM HONAN.
LETTER FROM REV. M. MACKENZIE.
HonaN, North China, Jan. 2, 1805.

EE}AR MR. CroiL,—You will have heard long

ago of the death of our two beloved sisters,
Dr. Graham and Mrs, Malcolm. Their early re-
moval has saddened our hearts and left a great
blank in our ranks. We mourn over them, but
are able also to rejoice, believing that while
absent from tne body they are present with the
Lord.

In the war between China and Japan success
hasthus far attended the Japanese armies, and
disasters in quick succession those of China.
That must not be taken as evidence ofthe justice
of Japan's conduct in this struggle however.
That China should suffer so severely in such a
short tinie is a matter of surprise to many friends
and fees. Those, however, who know the extent
to which corrupt influences were at work in all
departments of national life are not surprised at
what has happened. It was simply inevitable in
such circumstanees.

Japan is the aggressor and the victor. She
can now pose before the world as the leading
nationof the East, and she w' i soon find men
who will sound her praises as lustily as she has
done herself for several years. Sensible men,
howerver, will not be deceived by such talk. They
will look at facts fully and fairly and draw such
inferences as the facts warrant.

As compared with China, Japan is a progres-
sive nation. There is scarcely room for difference
of opinion on that point. But is Japan a more
righteous nation than China is? Are her people
purer in life, more upright in business, more con-
tented with their lot and more ready to sit and
learn at the feet of Jesus? Do missionaries find
their work a whit easier among the progressive
Japs than we do among the conservative
Chinese? Are men humbler there than they are
here? Do men in high positions strive to make
Japan a great nation by a policy based on truth,
righteousness and honesty? Is Japan willing to
invite an impartial tribunalto sit in judgmenton
her motives in bringing on the present conflict?
Hasshe in the past done anything for Corea
from disinterested motives? Takingthe present
crusade fully into account what has she done to
entitle her to be regarded with favour by other
nations? What nation did regard China as a
formidable antagonist?

1t will take more than mere ability to humble
China to entitle Japan to be regarded as a truly
advancing nation. Christand HisGospel, known,
believed in and practised, will make great both
China and Japan. But there is no true greatness
apart from that which He is able to give. May
His kingdom come in these eastern lands. When
it does a brighter day will dawn than they have
ever known. Time will tell what effect the

present contest will have on the evils now ram-
pant, We pray and work for the regencration
aud emancipation of the suffering millions in
both countries,

The war does not seem to have seriously inter-
fered with missionary work in China. At most
of the mission stations all through the interior
of the country, work in &ll its branches has been
carried on as usual. It is possible that in some
cases touring may be discontinued for a time,
but other departments of work will be prosecuted
vigorously.

The year just closed has been quite a marked
one in our history here as a mission. Sorrow and
joy have been mingled in our experience. Il-
ness has brought some of our number to the
gates of death, has caused some to return home,
and has left some hearts and homes sad and sor-
rowful. Malaria, smallpox, typhus, pneumonia
and cholera, have cach attacked and prostrated
some of our number. Two adults and a dear
little girl have gone to their eternal rest. Floods
destroyed some of the outbuildingsof our station
at Chu Wang, but these have risen again from
their ruins.

The war has had no adverse influence upon the
work at ourstation and we trust that it may not
trouble us. A new compound has been secured
in a city where our brethren werce driven forth
four years ago. Seven persons have been re-
ceived into the cburch on profession of their
faith in Christ. About twenty names have been
given of candidates for Christian instruction.
Over thirty persons have been gathered together
in station classes for instruction during the
month of December.

Old converts have stood faithful. New ones
have given an encouraging measure of attention
i to the truth of God. The outlook is brighter than
it has yet been. Each of us can an:d does thank
God and take courage.

Iam glad tobe able to state that my health
has been uniformly good since coming to China.
Malaria is the only foe that keeps persistently at
me each spring and autumn. I never fail, how-
ever, to meet it by a generous use of quinine,
and it seldom stays longer than a day or two.
Thus it does not alarm me. Mrs. MacKenzie
had a very severe turn of illness the second year
we were in China, but has been blessed with fair
health ever since.

Remember your brother and sister workers in
far distant Honan, before our Heavenly Father's
| throne. Pray that this New Year may be a year
of much blessing to us.

Those who really love God will be sure to make
it known in some way.

The harder our work, the more we necd soli-
tude and prayer, without which work becomes

| mechanical and insincere.



1896

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

101

Pleasant  “We have had two pleasant sur-
Surprises. prises this year,” writes Rev. Dr.
Buchanan from Ujjain, Central India, in o pri-
vate letter to his sister.  ** Yesterday I received
from Central Church, Galt, C. E. 130 rupees, and
to-day Rev. Mr. Wilson promised me 100 rupees
for our hospital. :

“TheLord is watching over us for good. We
are now putting on the roof. When that is doue
we can use all the building. We shall not go on
with the plastering just now, unless there are
more surprises. I am heartily thankful to have
it so that it may be used. Some day, if the Lol
will, it may be plastered and the remaining door
added. With the walls, flooring, roof and doors
on the exposed side, we shall be in a position to
do something of the work we long todo, if the
Master's blessing rests upon us. How I should
like to show you through this building, every
brick and stone of which is dear.

“ But there is another building going up in
Ujjaiu. It isnot to be built of stone nor bricks
nor what you Yankees like so much, wood. It
isto be built of diamonds. These are not pol.
ished yet, but they shall be, and they shall shine
as the stars for ever and ever., The mining is
going on, and as they are turned up and the sun
shines upon them, they are giving proof of their
worth by refleeting that glory., Some day we
shall walk together in the presenceof -the Master
through that building, praising God that ou$ of
the black earth e should make such beauty
possible.”

Enterest In another private letter Dr. Buch-
at Ujjain. anan writes: ‘“ Wearehaving inter-
esting times now. DBut there is need for caution,
The leader of the village, or rather Mohullah,
that has been so much on our minds of late, is
an applicant for baptism, and along with him a
great many more will likely wish to follow.
Some of them, no doubt, will have worldly mo-
tives, but it is very pleasant, after waiting, wait-
ing on God, both here and at home, to see an
inclination towards the Saviour.

‘“The leader of the Mohullah, the ¢ Patel,” who
holdsa kind of patriarchial position among them,
was here the other day. Afier talking to this
priest, judge and father (@ kind of Samuel) for
some time, we knelt down and prayed. Like a
patriarch, he prayed not for himself alone, but
for his people, I trust with prophetic eye, that
those dear to him might be brought near to the
Saviour Jesus Christ. 1 joined with him, so will
you ali at home.

‘I am in the dispensary each morning. More
patients are coming. Yesterday afternoon we
went out along the new line of railway.”

An upright pillar in a building sinks deeper in
the froun with the more weight you place upon
it. Let our trials and tribulations sink us deeper
into the Rock of Ages.

Church Fotes and Notices,

Will Presbytery Clerks, immediately at the
close of a meeting of Presbytery, kindly send a
ard with inductions, resignations, and time and
place of next meeting.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Brace, Paisley, 9 July, 1.50p.m

Beandaon, Cuk Lake, 14 May, 10 a.m.
G:engarry, Alexandrin, 9 July, 11 a.m.
Hallinx, Hx., Chal. Hall, 25 April, 10a.m.
Hamiton, Han., Knox, 19 April, 9.30 a.m.
Liudsuy, Beaverton, 16 April.

Melita, Deloraine, 2 July.

Minnedosa, Hamiota, 2 July, 2.30 p.m.
Quubec, Sherbrooke, 14 May, 10 a.m.
Stratford, 14 May,

Sydney, N. Syd., St. Matt. 9 April, 11a.m.
Toronto, Tor., St. And., Ist Tues. every month.
Wallace, Wallace, St. Matt., 7 May, 1l a.1m.
Whitby, Oshawa, 16 April 102.1m.
Winnipeg, Win., Man. Col., 15 Mar., 2 p.m.

INDUCTIONS.

Mr. A. Leslic, late of Newcastle and Newton-
ville, into E. Ashford and Blenheim, Paris Pres.

Mr. W. M. Fraser to be inducted into Cobourg
Road cong., Hx. Pres., 4 April.

Mr. A. T. McQueen, to be inducted into Hamp-
den, Que.

Mr. Robert. Johnson, of Lindsay, to be indueted
into St. Andrew’s Ch., London, 11 April.

Mr. Roderick Mackay, of Bromley, Lan, &
Ren. Pres., to be inducted into Hemmingford,
Mont. Pres., 9 April.

RESIGNATIONS.

\1Mr. E. McNabb, of Harbor Grace, Nfid., 31
are
’ Mr. Joseph Barker, of Richmond, St. John
Pres., 10 March.

Mr. J. Turnbull, of Stellarton, N.S.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
FOR THE SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

WESTERN SECTION.
Mar, 5,04. Mar. 5,’93.

Assembly Fund......... .. $2392.50 $2,197.17
Home Missions..... ...... 36,501.59 42,446.92
Augmentation............. 14,102.95  15,432.42
Foreign Missions. ......... 35,421.56  42,149.20
Manitoba College.......... 2,046.80 1,836.74
Widows & Orphans Fund.  3,139.27  3,926.77

Aged & Infirm Min. Fund.
French Evangelization. ...
Pointe-aux-Trembles ......

5,396.62
16,979.70
6,828.33
EASTERN SECTION.

Mar. 1, 94,

5,337.31
15,875.84
6,916.91

Mar. 1,05,

Foreign Missions... ... £23,197 22,075
Home Missiona........ 7,633 8,350
Augmentation........ 3,693 3,657
College Fund. ... .... 7,122 8,051
Bursur{. Fund ........ 725 663
Aged Ministers. ...... 2,719 2,034

No physician ever weighed out medicine to his
tient with half so much exactness and care as
od weighs out to us every triul ; not one grain

ton much does he ever permit to be put in the
scale.



162

THE PRESBYTEKRIAN RECORD.

APRIL

The Samily Girrle

WHEN I WAS A BOY.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, b.1.

ﬁEADERS of the RECORD have often enjoyed
3 Dr. Cuyler's adwirable articles, and will be
wlad to read from his own pen the following in-
terostin% sketeh of his early life, taken from the
Golden Rule:

I have been requested to furnish some re-
miniscences of my boyhood ; but I have nothing
in the least degree ‘‘sensational™ to relate.
Yet every childhood, however humble, may have
in it some lesson for others. I was born on the
tenth of January, 1822, in the beautiful little vill-
ige of Aurora, on the banks of (.‘uyuﬁw, Lake in
New York, a few rods from the spot where Wells
College now stands.

My father died when I was only four and a half
years old; he was a young lawyer of striking
appearance and captivating eloyuence, and the
only distinct recollection that I have of him is
that he once punished me for using a profane
word that some rough boys had taught me. That
wholesome bit of di~cipline kept me from ever
breaking the third commandment again,

After his early death, at the age of twenty-
eight, I passed entirely under the care of one of
the best mothers that Gud ever gave to an only
son. She was more to me than school or college,
or pastor, or church, or all combined. God bless
good mothers | the salvation of soviety and the
progress of Christ's kingdom depend upon the
influence of mothers more than upon any other
buman agency.

As I was the only child, my widowed mother
gave up her house, and teok me to the pleasant,
comfortable home of her parents, on the banks of
the lake, a few miles south of Aurora. How
thankful I have always been that the next seven
or eight years of my happy childhood were spent
on the beautiful farm of my grandiather! 1 had
the free, pure air of the country, and the simple
pleasure of a farmhouse ; my grandfather was a
cultured gentleman with a good library forgrown
people, and at his fireside was plenty of profitable
conversation,

I worked on the farm out of school hours, drove
the cows to pasture, rode the horse at the horse-
rake in the hay-ficld, and carried in the st % of
fire.wood on winter afternoons. My intimate
associates were the house-dog, and chickens, and
the kittens. They were all most innocent com-
panions ; and my only enemy was a pugnacious
old ram, “Julius Ca~ar.” Whenever, onmy way
to school, I crossed the field in which he and his
flock were pasturing, he used to pitch into me,
and upset me and n:y dinner-basket, as his illus-
trious namesake used to overthrow the tribes of
the Gauls.

The school that I attended was just such a one
as my friend Whittier has pictured in his sweet
little poem entitled ** In School-days.” I learnecd
very little beyond the *‘three R's,” and the rudi-
ments of grammar and geography ; and, when ¥
was eleven years old, I was sent away to geud
old Dominie Mandeville’s in the town of Caroline,
and he was my private tutor for the next two
years.

My Sabbaths in my grandfather's house were
like the good old Puritan Subbaths,- serene and
sacred, withneither work nor play. Owurcountry
church was three miles away, and in the winter
our family often fought our way through mud or
snow, and sometimes across fields to avoid the
huge snow-drifts. I was the only child in our
family, and the first Sunday school that I ever

attended had ouly one scholar, and my good
mother was the superintendent.  She gave me
several verses of the Bible to commit carefully to
memory, and these she explained to me; and I
learned several questiens and answers in the
Westminister Cutechism,

I was eapected to study for myself, and not to
sit ~tili and be crammed l»{ a teacher afier the
fashion in the Sunday schools of these days,
where the scholars swalloww down what the
teacher brings to them, as youny robins open
their mouths and swallow the worms that the
old bird brings to the nest. In my wise mother’s
home school T committed to memory whole chap-
ters of the blessed Book, and was well grounded
in doctrine by that catechism that has always
been my sheet-anchor of orthodoxy.

The Looks that I had to feast on in the long
winter evenings were * Robinson Crusoe,” ““'The
Pilgrim’s Progress,” ** Walks of Usefulness,” and
the few volumes in my grandfather’s library that
were within the_comprehension of a child eight
or nine Ie‘enrs old. I also had many a guod ¢
over “Paul and Virginia,” and many a laug
over the story of “ John Gilpin.”

The temperance reformation was tl. v in its
early stages, and the first public meetit._ - *hat I
ever attended were held in our neighborning dis-
trict schoolhouse, for the purpose of arvusing
public sentiment against theevils of inwxicntir;g
drinks. In those days every farmer had h
cider at his own table, and furnished whiskey or
rum to his workmen.  Drunkenness was fear-
fully prevalent, and the drinkinﬁ customs pre-
vailed in every circle of socicty. My grandiather
was one of the first large agriculturists who
banished strong drink from his farm, and his
example was widely followed.

I signed a total-abstinence pledge when I was
about ten years old ; but I got a taste of “‘pro-
hibition™ a year or two before, that made a pro
found impression on me. Oune day I discovered
some_‘‘cherry-bounce” in a wine-glass on m

rrandfather’s sideboard, and 1 ventured to swal-
ow the tempting liguor. When my vigilant
mother learned what I had done, she adminis-
tered Solomon's regimen of the rod in & way that
made me ‘‘bounce™ most merrily. Dr. Horace
Bushnell says that his father never * whipped
me but once, and then he flogged me.” It was a

enuine tlogging that my mother gave me that
day, and I have been a tectotaler ever since. Let
me add just here that the first public address 1
ever delivered was at a great temperance gather-
ing in the city hall of Glasgow, Scotland, a dozen
years afterwards.

“Do fyou approve of corporal punishmen$?”
some of my readers may ask. To this I reply,
‘ Yes, when it is richly deserved, and adminis-
tered i)y the right person, aud in the right spirit.
My loving mother whipped me very seldom, and
then did it after a calm talk with meas to the
nature of the wrong that I had done; and I do
not doubt that the rod gave her more pain than it
did to herboy. Herdiscipline was very thorough
~.ad very conscientious, and it ensured obedience.
She never bribed me to good conduct with su%u-
]I)\ums; and yet she loved to commend me whe

had won her approval, for she held that an
ounce of honest praise is often worth more than
many pounds of punishment,

During my mfancy that godly mother had ded-
icated me to the Lord, as truly as Hannah ever
dedicated her son Sumuel.  When my paternal
grandfather, who wus a lawyer, offered to be-
queath his law library to me, my mother declined
the effer, and said to him, “Iexpect my little boy
will yet be a minister.” This was her constant
aim and perpetual prayer, and God graciously
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answered lier prayer of faith in his own good time | was that he “had seen the Lord in the way, and

and way.

1 cannot now name any one day or place when
1 was converted. I attended revival meetings in
our country church when I was a little boy, and
was deeply affected by the solemn services, But
it was my beloved mother’s steady, constant in-
fluence that led me gradually along, and I grew
into a religious life under her potent training,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit working
through her.  If all mothems were like her, the
** chureh in the house ” would be the best feeder
of the church in the public sanctuary.

For several good reasons I did not make a pro-
{ession of faith until I left boarding-school and
entered into college at Princeton. From my
eleventh year I wasalways from home, and under
my good old tutor, Rev. Mr, Mandeville, or at
boarding-school in Mendham, N.J., preparing for
college. I entered college at sixteen, and gra-
duated at the age of nineteen. The religious
impressions begun at home continued and deep-
ened until I united with the church of Jesus
Christ.

As an effectual instruction in righteousness,
my faithful mother’s letters tome when a school-
boy were more than any sermons I heard during
all those years. I feel now that the happy halt-
century that I have spent in the joyous ninistry
of the gospel (for I began to preach’in 1845) is the
direct outcome of that beloved mother's prayers,
teaching, example, and constant influence. This
Is the chief resson why I have been willing to
tell this short, sitaplestory of when I was a boy.

SEND FOR THE
BY REV. THEODORE

MASTER.
L. CUYLER.

‘A HEN our Lord was on earth He was often
sent for by those who needed His
offices of compassion. The centurion of Caper-
naum beseeches him to come and heal his
servant, and the sisters of Bethany send unto
Him saying, ** He whom Thou lovest is sick.”
To these and kindred appeals His infinite heart
of love made ready response. Why should we
not make the same appeals to Him now to come
:to us in _the hours of our deepest spiritual neces-
3ity? No prayer could be more directly in the
iline of the divine promises; if offered aright,
0 I‘Fra.yer more likely to be answered.
! Hereis a church which desires a revival, and
ithe first thought with many is to send for some
Poupular preaeher or evangélist. Why not send
Jur the Master Himself, who has power toforgive
Bins, convert souls, and quicken the spiritually
dead? It isnot the prerogative of any invited
preacher, however _eloguent, ifted, or ex-
perienced, to bring Christ with him. First of
ll, let that company of believers who believe in
rsyex:l, put up the fervent petition, ¢ Come, Lord
desus ¢’
:.% Thereis nothin imé)ossible in this, and nothing
“presumptuous. Our Saviour most distinctly pro-
«mised His presence with His flock. One of His
st and most

l)recious assurances was, ‘“Lo, I
X " Jesus Christ was as truly in

erusalem on theday of Pentecostas He was on
he day of His crucifixion. His unseen presence
Alled that upper room when the sound was like
“he sound of a mighty wind, and the light was
AUre a tongue of flume. Jesus spoke through
.?eter's lips when the wonderful discourse pricked
‘through three thousand hearts ; He wrought

Bond

i i Peter's hands when the cripple leaped
g began to walk at the beautiful gate.
Algsus had a personal encounter with the fiery
Jgrersecutor, Saul, on the highway to Damascus §
ifthat the converted Paul could sav afterwards

that He had spoken to Him.” Thatsame Saviour
still has the sume converting power. Send for
the Master!

Who doubts that the Son of God hovered
around the fiaming stakes of the martyrs and
wilks to-day beside every faithful missionary of
the cross? Jesus Christ was as veritably with
Luther in the imperial Diet and with Bunyan in
his Bedford jail and with grand old Livingstone
in the wilds of Africa as He was with the dis-
ciples in the night storm on Galilee. He still
works through is witnesses and His ambas-
sadors.  Every genuine conversion testifies to a
present Christ. There is not a faithful pastor.
or Sunday-school teacher, or any consecrated
worker for such who cannot ask and claim and—
if he seeks in the right spirit—cannot secure
Christ’s presence. Still He is knocking at our
doorsaund asking us to open to Him. Is it not
passing strange t".at His people consult together
about inviting some human aid when the omni-
potent Lord of all is waiting to be invited in?

There is a singular mist of uncertainty over the
mind of many Christians when they are exhorted
to realize and to_actualize their Master as a
living presence. Because they see no form of
flesh and blood, they think of Jesus asa vague,
shadowy personage or as a radiant King away
offon a heavenly throne. That Christ should
come into their hearts as He came into the heart
of Paul seems like a devout illusion. Why put
any such insulting limit_on His ommipresence,
and why give thelie to His promise, *‘Lo, Iam
with you”? The most thorough cure for unbelief
is a close grip on Christ. The prayer He loveth
most to hear and to answer is that deepest and
holiest of prayers. ‘ Come, Lord Jesus !” There
is a lamentable dearth of revivals this season,
and & widespread barrenness of spiritual results,
No little machinery is set in motion which ends
in empty clatter.” Discouragement sits like a
nightmare on some hearts, But when did a
church ever put away its idols and penitently lay
hold of its duties and beseech Christ to come to
them and were mocked with a refusal?

The great want in pu!&jt and pew and every
where else is Christ? ith Him everything ;
without Him nothing. The gift that includes
all gifts, the blessing that enwraps all blessings,
is & present Saviour workinLgin us asa Refiner,
as a Chastener, as a converting Power, as a
Quickener of the dead to life. A personal Jesus
preached awakens sinners ; a personal Jesus ac-
cepted means salvation ; a personal Jesus obeyed
is sanctification ; a personal Jesus possessed is
the fullness of joy and power. If any are honestly
longing for a genuine revival of spiritual life and
power, let them pray and work for the coming of
Christ among them ; and whatsoever He saith to
them, do it/ Set the heart-house in order, and
send for the Mester !—Evangelist.

EXCHANGING BURDENS,

“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will rest you.” That is the
way to lay your burden down, ‘‘Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meck and
lowly of heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For My yoke is easy and My barden is
light.” That is the way to take His burden up.
You will find that His burden is always light.
Yours is a very heavy one. Hapgy day if you
have exchanged burdens and laid down your
loads at His blessed feet to take up His own in-
stead. God wants to rest His workers, and He
is too kind to put His burden on hearts that are
already bowed down with their own weight of
cares.—Christian Alliance.
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Iuternationnl $. 8. Lressons,

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY.

7 April,
Tes. Mark 11:1-11. Golden Text, Mark 11 :9.
Men. vy, 9-11. Carechism, Q., 15.

ll‘((-ud the story as given by cach of the evan:
gelists,

" In December, six mounths before His crucifixion,
Jesus had been in Jerusalem at the feast of
Dedication, see John 7:9, 11. The Jews then
sought to stone Him. He left and went away
East across the Jordan to be out of their way.

Some thre¢ months later he came back to
Bethany, near Jerusalem, and raised Lazarus.
‘The chief priests again sought to kill Him when
they saw that many of the people believed on
Him, and again He went away across the Jordan
for a few weeks.

Now the Passover was drawing near, and
though he knew that He was to die, He would
not stay away. He started once more for Jerusa-
lem. On the way He fmssed through Jericho
about & week before His death, lodged with
Zaccheus, see last lesson, came up on Friday to
Bethany, and lodged at the home of Lazarus.
Next day, their Sabbath, He remained there. On
their first day of the week He entered the city
in triumph as recorded in to-day’s lesson.

Many would be gathered to the feast. On
Monday morning those who had rested on their
Jjourney for the Sabbath at Bethany would be
coming into the city. Multitudes in Jerusalem,
hearing that He wasin Bethany, and not wishinﬁ
to go out to see Himn on their Sabbath, woul
stream out from Jerusalem the next morning,
and finding Him starting, would come back with

im.

Just after starting He sent two of His dis-
ciples to get an ass colt, telling them where to
find it and how to get it and that He wonld
straightway send it back again to the owneras
soon as He was done with it.

The ass was thetavorite animalforriding, even
by royalty, in times of peace. This is the only
record of Christ riding. It fulfilled an old pro-

hecy concerning Him. (Js. 62:11 3 Zeck. 9:9.)

e came on an ass, the symbol of peace, and not
on a horse as in war. How fittin:, tuo, that the
ass which he rode in his tlium[;lll, as well as the
sepulchre in which He lay in His humiliation,
should be new, never used by man.

‘What a marvellous scene took place during
that twomile ride around the western slope of
Olivet, across the Kedron and up to the city gate.
The fame of Jesus had widely spread. The
multitude gathered there was largely a strange
throng which had none of the priestly hatred of
Christ, and was not the crowd that shouted
“crucify ” a few days thereafter. As they saw
Him riding with such a procession, some of His
more enthusiastic followers began shouting,
what would in modern days be ‘““Long live the
King.” The spirit spread.” The multitude took
up the ery. "Hosannas rent the air. Their
loose onter garments were flung in the way to
makea carpet for Him to ride on. Others kept
decotrating the way as He advanced with leaves
or twigs of neighboring trees, as patl. are some-
times Howerstrewn to-day. Read the account
of 1“12 procession as given by the different evan-
gelists,

Amid it all He wept (see Luke 19 :41-44) for the
change that was so goon to come, not to Him, but
to them. He saw, some forty years later, a
starving city and a most terrible seige, in which,
it is said, over one million people perished.

Then He entered the cty, looked about upon

what was doing at the temple, and in the even-
ing went out to spend the night in peace at
Bethany.

LESSONS,

1. “The Lord hath need of him "—of that ass
colt, of our persons, service, means, family,
church, country.

2. What a blessing to lend to the Tord. The
ass would be much mere prized by his owner
after bem% in such & service,

3. Christ uses all modern means of transpor-
tatl(lnln to hasten His triumphal march over the
world.

1. Jesus can use very humble agencies in
carrying on His work.

5. We should cast our hopesand prospects, our
aims, efforts, attuinments, all, before Him.

6. Has He entered, in triumph, your heart?

THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN,
1% April.
Les. Mark 12:1.12, Gold. Text, Mark 12:G.
Mem. vs. 7-9, Catechism, Q. 16,

The triumphal entry of last lesson took place
on their first day of the week, our Lord's ay,
five duys before the crucifixion. This parableis
supposed to have been spoken on Tuesday, two
doa’s after last lesson.

n Sunday evening, after the triun(xjpha.l entry,
He lv;vent, as we saw, to Lethany spent the
night.

ﬁ'ext day, Monday, he came back to the city
and cleansed the temple, Mark 11:15-18, driving
out the traders,overturning the money changers’
tables, ete. It might almost be said that the first
and last great acts of His public ministry were
cleansing the termiple. At His first Passover,
just after begivning His ministry He did so,
John 2:15, and now, just at the close of that
ministry, He repeats the act.

Tuesday, the day of this lesson, was His last
great day of public teaching in the temple ; and
it was a fitting time for this parable, directed
against them for their rejection of their Messiali.

wo days previously He had offered Himself to
the Jews as their King by entering their royal
city in triumphal procession. The dn.?' following
He had presented His eluims_in another way by
assuming authority over His Father's house, and
they had rejected this claim. To-day He once
more brings before them their great opypor-
tunities ar d their guilt and danger in rejecting
them. One of these parables is the lesson, but
instead of learning from it their lesson they pro
nounce their own doom.,

1. God's kingdom on earth as a vineyard, v. i.
This figure is often used in Old Testament, anid
it was a fitting one, because, of their vineyard-~
they took the greatest care, see Deut., 32:32;
Ps., 80:8-16: Is.,5:1-7; Jer.,2: 215 Ezek., 15:1-1si,

Wat h Tower—To watch against wild beasts
and thieves. God's church is like a vineyard
in that He takes great care of it in many ways,
and looks for fruit from it.

2. The messengers and their treatment, vs. 2.5
How often when God looked forthe fruit of Holy
hiving, He found llis people worshipping idol-.
Theirtreatment of His prophet messengers whon
He sent to recall them to Himself is pictured in
this parable, see Jer., chaps. 37,38 ; 1 Ki., 18:13;
22:24.97; 2 Ki., 6:31; 21:16; 2 Chron., 24 :1¢-
;.éfn%:IG; Acts, 7:52, and especially Pfeb., 11:

3. The Son and His treatment, vs. 6-8. God's
Son had come to His church, and they had been
saying for more than a year ‘‘come let us kill
Him.™ What forbearance and kindness He had
shown, How basely ungrateful were they. He
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carries the parable a day or two in advance and
tells of the Eilling of the S. a. .

4, The doomn of themurd. -ers, v. 9. Unwitting-
ly they pronounce their own doom. Their sense
of justice decides what they deserve, but
although they knew, v, 12, that He spoke this

arable against them, knew what He meant by
it, they were only the more enraged aud sought
to carry out their Ezrpose. Only the fear of the
people restrained them for the time.

LESSONS,

1. Our body is God's vineyard given us to care
for and make the best use of for Him. Are we
using or abusing it ?

2. %)ur raind is God's vineyard, entrusted to us
to think pure thoughts, high aims, noble pur-
poses. How is it being used )

3. Our Soul is God’s vineyard. He has given
it great capacity and provided for all that it
needs. Is that soul rendering Him the return
that He asks ? .

4. Our home, surroundings, privileges,are care
that God has expended upon us; day by day He
looks for fruit ; what does He find 2 .

5. Christ is the Son of God, and being all things

6. The fruits that He looks for are * gratitude,
love, obedience, consecration of time, talents,
all, to Him, and He is looking for them con-
tinually.

7. The awful doom of this parable came upon
the Jews some forty years later when the city
and temple were destroved. Over a million were
slain and the nation scattered.

9. The Son, the Well Beloved, comes tous to-
day, is calling, inviting, commanding, entreat-
ing, and if we persist in neglect, we heard in the
parable our doom.

WATCHFULNESS.
21 April.
A TEMPERANCE LESSON,

Les. Matt. 24 : 4251, Gol. Text, Mark 13:33.
Mem. vs. 44-46. Catechism, Q. 17,

This lesson was in the afternoon of the same
day as the last one. He had spent most of the
day teaching in the temple, His last day there.
Then, in sorrow at its fruitlessness, He had left
to go ont to Bethany. On the way, looking back
at the vast stones and buildings of the temple,
He spoke to Hisdisciples of the dark dayscoming
when these should be destroyed. *¢The destrue-
tion of Jerusalem bore the same relation to the
Jews as the flood did to the Antediluvians,which
wag emphatically the end of the world to them,
and this again was but a miniature on a smaller
scale of the great Last Day.”—Monroe Gibson.

The one charge that CLrist gave as a suitable
motto for the disciples, and theone which is ap-
plicable to the Christian life always and every-
where, is ¢ Watch.”

There is no need to adopt any special interpre-
tation of our Lord's second coming in order to
apply this command. The idea is not a mere
watching for {1is return, but watching unto duty
in His absence; as & master wishes a servant
not to be standing at the door waiting and look-
ing for his coming, but busy within during his
absence, that all may be right when He does
come.

The Christian has constant need of watchful-
ness against temptation without and within ;
temptations to ne%ligence in service of God,
worldliness, pride,selfishness,etc. Human nature
gravitates downwards, and watchfulness is
necessary to counteract that tenaency.

Above all there is the great spiritual enemy—
“Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion,
goeth about seeking whom he may devour.” He

is ever watchful, and unless there is constant
watchfulness against him, there is sure to be
defeat.

Above all we need one stronger and more
wakeful than ourselves to watch for us and keep
us from the evil one.

The Savicur's charge is especially appointed
for to-day as a temperance lesson, and here, too,
watchfulness is necessary.

Watch against the tirst beginnings of the
drinking habit. He who touches not the first
glass will never be a drunkard, Watch against
the company that leads to drinking. Watch
against practices and entertainments and re-
creations and places where it is used.

Watch the training of the young, that right
principles are installed. Watch the literature
that is distributed. Watch the education in
public schools and see that temperance instrue-
tions has its place. Watch the laws of the land
that they are made more and more exclusive in
this respect. Watch the execution of the laws
that they do not become a dead letter. The
%reed for gain will lead men ever to seek gain

Yy the traflic and vigilance is necessary to
counteract it.
LESSONS.

1. The Christian life in this world is in no
sense one of indulgence, but of watchfulness.

2. He who watches not against s«in and unto
duty is not living the Christian life. The
Christian can never be off guard.

3. This watchfulness on the part of the Chris-
tian must extend to every department of life,
private and public, family, social, business
religious, political, and all others,

THE LORD'S SUPPER.
28 April,
Les. Mark 14:12 26, Gol. Text, Luke, 22:19
Mem. vs. 22-24. Catechism, Q. 18.

Two days have passed since last lesson. After
the discourses on the Mt. of Olives on Tuesday
evening He went on to Bethany. He spent
Wednesday and Thursday forenoon there in

uiet, probably at the home of Lazarus; the
ewish rulers meanwhile conspiring to compass
His death.

1. Preparation for the Passover, vs. 13-16.

On Thursday afternoon, the day on which the
Passover was to be cdlebrated, the disciples
asked Jesus where they would prepare for the
evening. He gave them dircctions. The man
whom they were to meet was evidently friendly
to the cause of Jesus, and at once gave the room,
all prepared. During Passover week there were
multitudes of strangers in the city. Hospitality
was looked upon as a public duty, and guest
chambers were in readiness if they should be
wanted. Some think that the man was a friend,
perhaps a secret disciple of Jesus. Some even
suppose that Jesus had made an arrangement
with him, but this is not probable. The story
reads as if the disciples understood it to be
supernaturaf knowledge of what would be.

2. Observing the Passover, v.17. Peter and
Jobn, Luke 28: 8 went and made ready, and in
the evenin{z Jesus bade a last good-bye to the
loved family in Bethany, they little dreaming of
the awful scenes that were to be enacted befure
the shadows of another evening should gather.

With His disciples He came into the city to
where the two disciples were awaiting Him.
They sat down at the supper table, and the last
P &sover supper of the Old Dispensation was
eaten.

3. Foretelling the betrayal, vs. 18-24.
of you.” “lsit 12"
it he.”

*One
How much better than “Is
‘What a contrast between their honest
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self-questioning and the blask treachery of Lim,
the betrayer, who could si an 1 violate thesacred
rites of hospitality by eating from the same dish
with Him, The fate of Judas is forever settled
by Christ's own statement, ‘“Good if he had
never been born.” This, too, teaches that for
the lost there is no restoration, for if an eternity
of happiness could_be enjoyed, even after long
.guﬂ'cr!ng, it would be good that he had been
orn,

4. Instituting the supper, vs, 22-25. The last
Passover had been completed, and now He takes
the bread and breaks it with & new meanings,
The bread broken and the wine poured out He
gave them to rerresenc Hisbody broken and His

lood shed for the sins of men,

The Passover had foreverended and the Lord’s
supper had taken its place. That upper chamber
poinis back through the Passovers of bygone

enerations to the I'’xodus and forward through

he communivns of the centuries to Christ's
coming again.

“He would drink no more, etc.,” t.e. He
would have no more social meals with them.
This was the last. He points them forward,
however, to the time when in another place, in
another sense, they will rejoice together again.

There is an incident of the supper given in
John 13:1.20, Washing the feet on entering the
house was a duty of common courtesy. It was
usually performed by a servant. The disciples
shoul ave attended to it. Probably they
thought it too menial. Instead of that they
E\éetzdisputiug who should be greatest, Luke,

To set them an example Jesus Himself rises
from the table and did what one of them should
have done had 1t not been for their false pride.
Then He speaks to them of the spirit they should
manifest.

Lessoxs.

1. We should be careful if we cat with Christ
at His table not to betray Him by our lives.

2. Our first care shouid ever be an earnest
watching of self. *“Lordisit I?”

3. For all who finally reject Christ, *‘Good
were it if they had never been born.”

4, There is no atonement for sin but the broken
body and shed blood of Christ.

5. The “blood of Christ cleanseth us.rom as

PR

sin.

THE AGONY IN GETHSEMANE.
5 May.
Les. Mark 14 : 32-42, Gol. Text, John 18:11.
Mem. vs. 34-36. Chatech:isn. Q. 18

This lesson follows immmediately afterthe last
one, the institution of the supper.
His disciples left the uEper room towards mid
night and went out of the city. down the ravine,
across the Kedron to the Garden of Gethsemane
at the base of the Mt. of Olives, and there ir the
beginning of the last day of Hislife on earth took
place the solemn mystery of this lesson.

When He came to the outside of the garden
He left all of the disciples but three, as an outer
guard or watch. He went a litlle farther and
the sorrow of soul came upon Him so that even
they could not understand Him and He wanted
to be alone with God, and left Peter and James

and John as an inner guard, while He went alone |

to pray. A walled enclosure with eight gnarled
old olive trees is to-day shown by the monks as
Ll}xe site of the Garden. It is probably near the
place.

1. I{is agony. Its depth none can fathom, its
cause none ¢ .n fully know. It is probable that
the great cause was the fact that He wasthe
sinner’s substitute. and was taking for thc time

Christ and

the sinner's place, suffering for the time in that
place the withdrawal of Gad's favor, being,
as the sinner must finally be who clings to his
sing, “God-forsaken;” for His cry of agony was
* My God, My Ged, why hast Thou forsaken me.”

ow this could bes how He could beconscivus
of being God forsaken, or lose consciousness of
His own power and Divinity, none can tell. We
stand in the presen e of awful mystery.

2, Hisz)myer. ¢ fit be possible, let this cup
pnss.”  ““This cup,” whatever that may mean,
was what caused the agony. But bitter as it
was, He immediately added, ‘¢ Not My will, but.
Thine, be done ;" leaving us an example of ¢rue
prayer for all time. The prayer was repeated
once and again, and in this we have another ex-
ample regarding prayer, viz., perseverance.

I 3. The answer. e had Hisanswer., The en
was not removed, but an angel appeared,
strengthening Him, Answerto prayer is sure.

4, The sleeping disriples. 1t was night, the
time for sleep, but He had asked them to watch.
When He wakens them He bids them watch and

ray lest they enter into temptation. The temp-
fution soon came in the way of fear, for when
Judas with his band came, they forsook Christ
and fled. Had they watched and vrayed they
might not have been so cowardly,
LEssons,

1. What anawful burden Christ bore in taking
the sin of the world.

2. If He suffered so muclt what must the sor-
row of soui be of those who cling to their own
sins and bear the penaltf'.

3. What must the love have been to lead
Him to bear such sorrow and agony for sinners.

4. True prayer desires God’s will more than its
own will.

5. It is right for us to pray_for what God may
not see fit to grant. Christ did this.

6. An answer always comes to true prayer. If
the burden be not removed there is strength
given to bear iv.

7. If we slumber at the post of duty we are
liable to fall "1ito temptation -Satan necver

slumbers.
€Concluded from page 112,
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