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Minutesof Tke minutes of assembly are now
Assemably. through the press, snd will be for-
warded as soon as possible. A copy will be sent.
by mail to each minister, and copies will be
forwarded in the usual way, through clerks of
Presbyteries, to those entitled to receive them.
The last assembly directed that one copy be
sent to each minister, one to the representative

elder, and one for the board of management: |

and farther, that a copy be sent to each member
. of session, in all congregations that have con-
tributed to the Assembly Fund within the past
twvo years.

The  Please think and act upon the follow-
Records. ing notices.

Parcels of back numbers of either the RECORD,
or the Children's Record, will be sent free to any
address, for distribution. What can be more
free than that. Please send addresses, the more
the better.

To any who subscribe now for 1893, the
Recorps will be sent free for the remainder of
this year.

The ReEcorDp keeps the Home and Foreign
work of our Church as fully as possible before
its readers, and thus aids in sustaining and
deepening an interest in that work. The result
of all such added interest, must be gain, in every
way; to the individual, to the congregation, and
to the church at large.

In mauy families there is little religious read-
ing; the RECORD devotes part of its space to
meeting this want, by giving a few pages of the
best select reading it can get, bearing upon the
main doctrines and principles and duties of the
Gospel, and must in this way be an agency for
good wherever it goes.

Have you tried placing the RECORD in every
lamily in your congregation. There are few
w28 in which so much good can be done, at so
§mall an expenditure of money ard cffort. The
increased giving to the church, that would result
from the added interest among the more care-

less ones, would in most cases, more than pay
the cost.

Another result would be the good that this

! kind of HHome Mission work would do among

the less interested half. Here is a field of work
from which the subscription plan practically
excludes the Recorp, while, if taken by the con-
gregation for every family, it bas an open door to
a large field of usefulness. Many congregations
have adopted this method. Wili not you try it
for the coming year? Try it now and get it free
for the remainder of this year.

Try the Children's Record for your Sabbath
School, if you have not done so. It has the first
claim among Sabbath School papers. It is pub-
lished by our church, for our own young people,
and it tells them something about our own mis-
sions, which other S.S. papers do not. Subscribe
for next year and get the remainder of this year
free. If you have no Sabbath School, get it for
the young peogple at home.

Ministers®  The third Sabbath of October
W.& O.Fand. has been appointed by the As-
sembly for the collection for the Ministers’
Widows' and Orphans’ Fund. This only applies
to the western section of the church. In the
Maritime Synod the scheme is a Mutual Insur-
ance Fund, supported by the ministers, and,
like any other Insurance fund, it benefits the
bereaved families of the ministers that pay its
rates, and in proportion to the class in which
they have paid; the widow receiving a certain
allowance yearly, and the orphans, a grant up to
eighteen years of age. In the West it is more
generally maintained by the contributions of
congregations, ax well as by the rates of the
ministers.

It is & most worthy scheme,
quired i not large, $7,500 for the year, for the
western section. While some ministers are able
to make provision for their families in gase of
carly death. many are not, and when their lives
are freely given to the service of the church, per-
haps in frontier extension work at a small
salary, that church should give some little aid in
helping these families, if necessary, when the
bread-winner is waken, and, without house or
farnm, the family is left.

The sum re-
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RELIGION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

HE persistent agitation of the Roman Catho-
lics of Manitoba against the Public Bchool
system of that Province, appealing to the Gov-
ernment at Ottawa, then to the Privy Council,
again to the Dominion Government, and now to
the Government of Manitoba, for what they are
pleased to call “relief "; this, together with the
lesser local troubles that so ireyuentiy sccur
makes the “school question " a living, pressing,
one with all Canadians.

The aim of Roman Catholics, the world over,
where they cannot control the public schools and
teach in them their own distinctive religious
beliefs, is to have separate schools, thus prevent-
ing the future citizens from meeting, knowing
each other, and recciving their training together.

Two things are desirable in the common schools
of any country : first, that the fourth “R,” Right-
eousness, shounld have a prominent place, and,
second, that the children, no matter what the
religious beliefs of their parents, should meet on
common ground and there receive their training
for future citizenship. That the former may be
attained, there must be a recognition in some
way, tacit or open, of a God, the Author of
Righteousness, and of moral accountability to
Him ; for Godlessness and Righteousness cannot
exist together. That the latter may be secured
there should be no special sectarian instruction.

The satisfactory solution of this ‘ school™
question, whereby both the above ends can be
attained is one of the zreatest problems of the
day, and, like many another problem, it must be,
in its place in the Great Plan of Providence,
steadily drawing nearer the solution which will
best benefit humanity and glorify God.

One of the best solutions we have yet, seen, is
a combination of the action of the Public School
authorities of Ontario, with that of a &xet,ition by
sixty thousand signers in Chicago. In Ontario
a book of Scripture selections was prepared,
commonly known as the * Ross Bible,” which
;ms the approval of both Protestants and Catho-
ics.

In Chicago, where outbreaks and triumphs of
lawlessness show so forcibly the danger of a
Godless gopulation, the authorities have been
presented with a petition bearing sixty thousand
names, and representing all phases of religious
belief. A part of the' preface to that petition is
as follows :

‘* As the whole religious world united, without
objection, in the universal prayer to ‘ our Father
which art in heavei,,’ during the world’s veligious
congresses of 1893, and as we believe all right-
minded classes of Americans now agree on the
daily reading, in the public schools, of suit-
able seiections from the sacred Scriptures, and
the recitation of that prayer and the two great
commandments upon which hang all the law and
the srophet,s, thereby fixing in the minds of the
children the vital spiritual principles on which
ood citizenship and the future welfare of our
country so largely depend, ete.”

For such a good, all Christian peoplc should
labor, vote, and pray.

Nuns in At Galatzin, in Peansylvania. there

school. js a large Roman Catholic popnlation,
The directors of the public schools emploved five
nuns as teachers. These retained their convent
dress, taught the children to call them “ <inters
aad to speak of the visiting priests as “fathen,
and made the Roman Catholic Catechism one of
their school hooks,

The Protestants appeated to the Superintend
ent of Public Instruction, but got no relief. They
carried the matter to the civil courts, and . few
days since the presiding judge of the divtrict
gave his decision, that the nuns may teach,
clothed in the habits of their order, and tha
they may be known in the schools as “sister.”
but that they may not teach a sectarian .
chism.

This is well, so far as the catechism i< con-
cerned, but the “dress” and ‘*‘address™ are
sectarian, and do much in the education of
childrer

This is out one more illustration of the deter
mination of Rome to mould school systems te
her own will, and of the necessity of counstant
vigilance or. the part of all freedom-loving viti-
zens to see that the public schools, wherewr
established, are kept free from sectarian infdn
ence.

The Best 100 The British Weekly asked Prof.

BooXks. Marcus Dods, of Edinburgh. for
the names of the best hundred religious books.
The list which he supplies is a motley one. After
the Bible, in vhe first twenty-five, quite a num
ber are the works of heathen writers. The
Buddhist Suttapitaka, Confucius, Mencius. the
Koran, Plato, Epictetus, etc., are grouped with
Newman’s Apologia, Swedenborg's works and
Strauss’ Life of Jesus; while beside thein ar
placed Calvin's Institutes and Commentarie
Baxter's Saints’ Rest, Bunyan’s Pilgrim's Pro.
gress and the Westminster Catechisms. Lareer
and Shorter. Among the next twenty-five are
Matthew Henry's Commentaries. Dante beads
the third twenty-five, with Herbert, Milton and
other poets following,

I1f by “best” the Professor means so-called
“religions ” books, that show more or les
marked ability, or that have been accepted by
large numbers of people, without any reference
to what they teach, whether Divine truth o
human error, the list can be understood: but if
the term ‘ best religious books™ be wused t©
designate those which set forth most clearly and
fully either the Being or attributes of God. or
the destiny of man ; those which respond most
truly, tenderly and satisfactorily to the restles
hungering of humanity, those whose influence
has done most to further human frecdom, 10
promote social purity, to clevate morality, to
draw men from sin to holiness, from self to &
then the selection is a marvellous contradiction.

Prof. Davidson was asked to supply s
similar list. and he gives but twenty-five of
those mentioned by Prof. Dods. ]

ST
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR NOTES.

Will Christian Endeavorers sead bricf notes,
incidents, suggestions for work, etc? The season
of greater activity in C. E. Societies is now on.
Please aid in making this column an interesting
and helpful cue.

« A street-car conductor at Cleveland paid
this compliment to the visiting hosts of En.
Jeavorers at the great convention: ‘They are
40 easiest people to collect from I'ever had. If
I miss one he comes and hands me his fare.””

“ A German up in Wisconsin was heard to re-
mark the other day, ‘Mine poys don’t schvear

wow like dey used to, since dey go 8o dot-

Gristian Endeafor.””

“A bright writer in The Evangelist wisely
and truthfully says that ‘ good citizenship,” now
such a popular watchword among Endeavorers,
iv only another phrase for ‘ home missions.””

Our Young People tells ¢f a C. E. Society
which has twelve committees, each composed of
one person, who is supposed to put the whole
society to work helping him. They find it works
we!l, and, through Christ, bears twelve manner
of fruit.

The Midweek Prayer Meeting.

The Endeavorers of a church of Fall River,
Mass,, have one enthusiastic committee that
might well be copied by every society in the
world. It is called the midweek prayer meeting
committee. Each week the pastor prints on his
nectograph, a card like the following, giving the
subject of the coming church prayer meeting,
with a snapper at the Lottom for the endeav-
orers,

i Y. P. 5. C. E.

Midweck Prayer Mceeting, May 29.
This one thing I dn.

Two Kinds of Sorrow : 1, Matt. 27: 1-8:
IL. Luke 22: 61,62; Mark 16: 7,

If you cannot come, will you not remember the
meeting?

*— by attending all her regular Sunday and
midweck services—

These cards he hands to the members of the
midweek prayer-meeting committee, and these
members sce that every endeavorer is personally
presented with one of them, at least two days be-
fore the midweek prayer meeting. The com-
mittee also appoints certain of the members of
the Christian Endeavor society to aid this meet-
ing by taking part, as well as by being present.
~Gol. Rule,

The €. BE. Trasting in the Lord Jesus Ch:st for

Pledge. strength, I promise Him that I will
strive to do whatever He would like to have sipe
do: that I will make it the rule of my life to~
pray and to read the Bible every day, and to
support my own church in every way, especially
by attending all her regular Sunday and mid-
week services, unless prevented hy some reason
whieh I can conscientiously give to my Savionr;
and that, just so fur as I know how, throughout
my whole life, I will endeavor to lead a Christiam
life. As an active member I promise to be isue-
to all my duties, to be present at and to take:
some part, aside from singing, in every Christian
Endeavor preyer meeting, unless hindered by
some reason which I can conscientiously give to
my Lord and Master. If obliged to be absent
from the monthly consecration meeting of the
society, I will, if possible, send at least a verse
of Scripture to be read in response to .y name
at the roll-call.

C.E.in C. E. work was begun in China in 1835,
China. but the idea of a national C. E. Society
for China took definite shape after Dr. Clark’s
visit to Shanghai a year and a half ago. Last
year it was formed, &nd in June of the present
year, its first Annual Convention was held in
Shanghai. Behind the pulpit of the Church
where it met was a large blue banner; across
the bottom of it the inscription, ‘China for
C.rist”; on the one side * The United Society of
Christian Endeavor for China ”'; and on the other,
“ Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.”
There are in all 38 socicties in China, with 731
active, and 288 associate members.

To those Some interesting experiences of
who TFithe. those who have tried tithing are
given on another page. Please send some more.
Tell how you were led to adopt it, how you like
it, or anything you have learned with regard to
1t. Just send the facts if you have not time for
more, and we will put them in shape for printing.

How to Prayer, unpropelled by work, does not
oray. ascend. Yea, more, much of prayer for
Spiritual blessing is a mockery. We ask God to
make us better Christians, while we refuse to
remove the obstructions that hinder the inflow
of His blessing to us, refuse to put away the
accumulated rental that is due to Him for our
use of earthly good things. Systematic storing
and proportionate giving would admit the great-
est inflow of good from God that our Church has
ever known. ‘‘Bring ye all the tithes into the
storebouse, and prove me now herewith saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the win-
dows of heaven and pour you out a blessing,”
Malachi 3:10. “ Upon the first day of the week
let cach one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, &c,” 1 Cor, 16: 2.



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

OcTtoBgr

EXPERIENCES IN TITHING.
BY SOME WHO HAVE ADOPYTED IT.

(e

NOT long since the RECORD asked its readers
‘9% who have tried tithing to give their experi-
ence, how they were led to it, how they have
found it in practice, &c.

A minister in Nova Scotia writes :—

“Iam glad you are calling attention to the
tithing system in the Rzcorp. I have adopted
it, but not long enough ago for my experience to
be of much value. I cannot seethat the tithe is
binding upon us in the same sense in which it
was upon the Jewish Church, but it seems to me
a convenient arrangement, and it ensuves

systematic giving, which certainly is taught in |

the New Testament. Besides, Christia..s ought
surely to give as much as the Jews did.

My own short experience is this. It is a far
greater joy vo give in this way, and relieves one
of very much embarrassment in the way of
deciding how much to give to the various objects
on behalf of which appesals are constantly beipg
made.”

A lady in Nova Scotia gives the following
testimony .—

*“ Before Mr. Geddie was sent out as a Foreign .

Missionary in 1847, & eollection was taken in the
congregations, to know if they were able and
willing to support him. Our minister asked the
people to remember how much they gave that
they might continue or increase the amount, as
upon it Mr. Geddie's support depended.

Our ability to give was at that time very
limited ; as nearly as I can remember I gave two
pence. The whole contribution from the family
was fifteen pence.

For some time I gave as in my first contri-
bution. Bat in 1860 or 61 I began to give one
tenth, after paying my board. Next I gave one
tenth of my earnings. After that, considering
God had asked one seventh of our time I gave
one seventh.

As I began to feel my obligations to God more
pressing and had Jaid by a little, for a time 1
gave all I could but what I required for present
use.

One who had offered me & home advised me
to give a certain proportion, mentioning a half,
this I adopted and have continued to the present
time. Though I have done earning, I divide my
store.”

A lady in Toronto gives her experience as
follows :—

“J adopted thissystem of giving, one yearand a
half ago, suggested to nte, first, by a friend, and
then through my own minister. who strongly
recommends this system of giving. I wasled to
gee it was the way God would have me give. I
hold a position in the busy business world, and

at the end of each week, the fenth is regularly
set aside.

Z wish I could tell you the pleasure I have in
the use of the money.

I can truly say God has blessed me, both spirit-
ually and temporally. I say temporally for what
I have given in this way has returned to me
over and over again. I have proved and found
true God's word as given in Prov. 3, 9-10, Luke
6-38. I pray that others may be led to adopt this
plan of giving. After all iv is not our money
God wants, for the gold and the silver are His;
but He wants our love and our willingness.

I shall always—be my income small or great—
give o tenth to the Lord.”

A theological student in Ontario gives an
i incident that congregations should lay to heart.
{ He says;—
i **Four years ago when I began my college
; course, I had some difficulty in deciding huw
much of my income to give to the Lord's work.
| Having, like many others, to work my way
ithrough coliege, I thought at first, that the
| Lord would exempt me, almost entirely, from
| any obligation in this matter.
! One of my fellow students handed me a tract,
* written bv a layman, on * Christian giving, or
i paying what we owe,” and after this my cyes
i were opened to my duty, and I decided that in
. the future I would give the one tenth of my
. income to the Lord. Rather, I said, will I pay
" the Lord what I owe, and if I am able I will
make a free wili offering over and above the one
tenth.

Needless to say, as every man who has adopted

| the system must say, it paid, It pays from a
| temporal standpoint to pay your honest debts.
| I presume most people object to the system uf
1 tithing on she ground that they cannot afford it.
t From a temporal standpoint I feel that I canuot
I afford not to give it.
t I could speak also of spiritual blessings which
1 I have received both personally and in my wo'k,
| and I think they were bestowed in large measure
! because of following what seemed to be duty ia
i this matter towards God.

Permit me in this connection to mention &
| recent incident., This summer I am laboring in
the congregation of ——. There is a heavy debt
upon it. After I came, some of the member
proposed that we hold a strawberry festival, or
something of that nature, to meet the interest
on the Church debt. I felt constrained to tell
them that if that were done it would not have
my sympathy, and besides I would preach
againstit.” But, I said, if you wish, I will preach
on the subject of Christian giving, and on the
following Sabbath ask the people for a irvee will
offering, or, as I prefer to put it, pay their debts.

This was agreed to. A week ago the sermol
was preached, and yesterday our frec will offer-




1894

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

267

ing was taken up. How much did we receive?
The Indies expected to raise cne hundred dollars
by the strawberr: affuir. Yesterday the Lord
put it into the hearts of this poor people to piace
the sum of two thousand dollirs upon the plate,
A number have not yet subscribed, and we
believe that the offering will next Lord's day
reach 82500. Two hundred and fifty dollars in
cesh was placed upon the plate, and the
remainder of the amount in notes payable within
8 year.

These facts Mr. Editor you can use as you
please. 1 believe the curse of our Church to-day
is Church debts, and the attempt to pay these
off by resorting to worldly methods.”

KOREA'S ILLS AND PROSPECTS.

TY¥OREA is centreing upon itself the world's
gaze. It is the bone of contention betwe 1
China and Japan, and as a!l three are mission-
ary lands, and the issue is of deep concesn o the
Christian church, the following letter will be of
interest to our readers. Rev. Wm. J. Mec-
Kenzie, one of cur Nova Scotia ministers, to
whom the call from sixteen millions of heathen
came so loudly, that last vear he decided to go
and preach the Gospel to them, writes as follows
of the situation there on the first of August:

“From the reports you have heard of rebellion
and war in Korea, you might suppose our lives
in danger, or that maybe we were dead and
buried. The fact is that we have, so far, gone
quietly on with our work. The people are greatly
agitated and can talk of little else. Just now we
do not consider it wise to make long trips into
the interior, especially in the rebel districts.

This summer will mark an epoch in the history
of Korea, if not in that of greater nations. Since
the treaty-making era in Korea, ten years ago,
itsstanding as a nation, independent of China, |
hss been uncertain. Japan and the United |
States have neld to its independence, while i
Britain, Germary and China, regard it as hittle
more than a provnce of China, paying a yearly
tribute instead of exchanging gifts.

The Chinese minister in the capital has man-
aged to keep the gcevernment well iy band,
mrticularly in preventing any necded reform or
improvement. In this way Iorea would always !
be weak and dependent upon China.

The Min family and friends, to whom the
queen belongs, formed the government, or were
the strongest faction. They arc hated c\'cry-!
where for their misrule and oppression.  Offices
ofall kinds are given to the friends of the high-
est bidder, who in turn lines his pockets from
the people. Charges trumped up, empty titles
given, have bLeen the most usual means of
extorting money. An attempt at redress only
meant falling into the hands of some other
who wouldl secure his gift before his victim was

TR

released,

As & result, rebellion and insurrection are
always in order, particularly in winter and early
spring, when food is scarce and the taxgatherers
demands pinch keenly.

This spring, before the barley ripened in May,
the officials were terrified by a stroug rebel force
in the south, carrying everything official before
them. These people, in their demands upon the
king, stated that they had no fault to find with
him, but with his officials, and because they
could not live any longer under such rule they
were compelled to act thus.

Their cowardly oppressors, instead of reform-
ing, either called in, or permitted to come in,
the Chinese soldiers, to put them down. These
Chinese soldiers rob and insult Korean men and
women miost terribly, ‘The Korean soldiers also
marched south, burned the city where the rebels
gathered, and were returning home to reccive
honors, when the rebels appeared again, as
strong as ever.

You may judeze of the unative army from the
1act that the commander-in-chief was not long
since only a low coolie about the palace, but one
night, while the palace was being attacked by
a mob, he carried off the queen in safety on his
back, and for this loyal act he was intrusted
with the command of the nation’s forces.

It seems that China and Japan made a treaty
to the effect that if either nation sent soldiers
into Korea the other might send an equal num-
ber: so, when the Japs heard that Chinese had
come. it gave them an excuse for doing the
same.

About 1,500 Japs came first, under pretence
of protecting tho<e of their own nationality, but
it soon appeared by the additional nuinber sent
and the preparations made that they had come
to stay, for they built their tents and barracks in
all the important approaches to the capital.

Thousands of the Koreans fled to the country,
as there were reports that the Chinese were
coming and that there would be fighting. This
flight made a grand time for the robbers that in-
fest the surrounding districts. Ponies and their
loads, as we!l as women and children, were
taken, never again to be seen by their owners
and friends.

The European Consuls tried again and again
to arrange a settlement and avoid war. but in
vain. Gradually Japan informed the Koreans
that they had come to reform their internal
affairs and protect them until they could take
carc of themselves.

The first demand was that Korea should
declare hevself independent of China. The
natives speak with fear and great respect of
China, ias ** The Great Country,” and do anything
to insult China they could not. Besides, China
had, several centuries ago, helped Korex to drive
out the Japanese.

China has been verv slow to go to war, especi-
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ally this year. There is an old prophecy, that,
in this year, their reigning dynasty will be over-
thrown, and Korean wars led to' the overthrow
of other Chinese dynusties. Besides, this yeac
the queen dowager is to celebrate her anxuiver-
sary, and already many thousand taels' have
been squeezed out of the people to swell the
nation's gift. Whatever the reason, China is
slow in beginning this war.

The 8rst shot was fired on the 23rd July, when
the Japanese seized the palace aud the Koreuns
showed fight for a few minutes, then threw down
their arms and ran. The Japanese pretended to
say that the Chinese, in the guise of Korean
soldiers, had entered the palace to carry off the
king, and they only wished to prevent this.

Their first move was to degrade and banish
four of the ruling Mins, relatives of the queen,
and instead, the king's father was mad2 prime
minister. He had been forced into retirement
by the Mins for several years past. It is said
that at the point of the bayonet, he has beep
forced to place the seal on the declaration of the
war against Chinea, and calling in the aid of

Japan.
Japan has also removed from oftice all who

might be opposed to her, and seeks to place in
power all who are liberal or friendly.

Several sweeping reforms are also proposed,
such as, 8 school system, taxation according to
property, salaried officials, lescening the number
of them, introduction of railways, &c.

Among the reforms is cutting off the knot of
hair on the top of the Korean head. Strange to
say, that awkward, troublesome, expensive, and
filthy though this strange custom may be, they
object to this reform more than anything else.
“How,” say they, “ can you know how to give
the title Mr., showing that a man has a wife.”
Utility seems of little value to them compared
with the title a man receives, and so, this poor
helpless nation, bound down to custom, and the
worship of the dead, of devils, and of empty
rank, is looking on in dismay.

The Chins and Japs, at this date, have had
two fights, one on sea and one on land. It is
difficult to get a true report. It varies with the
reporter. So far it is admitted on all hands that
the Japs have been victorious. We heard the
roar of the guns while one or two Chirese gun-
boats were sunk, another captured, and a trans-
port ship was sunk in which 1350 Chinese
soldiers were drowned. In a land fight, 80 miles
south of us, the Chinese were defeated. Reports
are now afloat that the Chinese are coming by
the thousand from the North, and that the Japs
are landing at the South.

Thus far, Foreigners, i.e. Europeans, have had
no personal danger to fear. We may be put to
some inconvenience by the scarcity of food, or
rather by its high cost; and if the Chinese
succeed, we may have to leave the Capital for a

little. At all events we will have timely varn.
ing and can easily get out.

Whatever the iminediate result may bhe for
Korea, we all believé there wili be such a reforw
that the spread of the Gospel will be greatly
aided. He shall have dominion from sea tv ~ca
All nations shall serve Him,”

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT INDIA.

BY REV. A. B. SIMPSON, OF THE *‘*MISSIONARY
ALLIANCE.”

gUT out of the United States the country eust
of the Missouri River, and multiply us
population of about forty millions by seven,
and you will have the size and population of
India.

The people all live in cities, towns and vil-
lages. There are no farmhousesin India. There
are at least a score of great cities with over
100,000 inhabitants, Bombay having over a
million. There are at least two score between
50,000 and 100,000, and there are, probably,
quarter of a million smaller towns and villages
scattered all over the land. In many cases the
population is as high as three hundred to the
square mile.

About one fourth of the people are farmern.
Many more are simply laborers, and a govd
many have various trades. It is iuteresting ‘o
see them in the bazaar, working at their trades
in brass, leather, weaving, etc.

The chief product of India is cotton. Then
comes, we are sorry to say, opium, and then
various grains. It is a great wheat and rice
country, but other grains are far more numerous
than in our western land. Among the most
common grainsare doll and jewaree, which form
much of the food of the people.

THEIR RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.

Of India’s 280,000,000, at least 50,000,000 are
Mohammedans and most of the balance are
Hindus. The Hindus are of various castes. The
Brahmins are the .highest, and they are very
proud and exclusive. There are nominally four
great castes, but really they are much more
numerous. The lowest caste is, perhaps, the
sweepers, really the scavengers of the cities and
houses, and how low this work is only onecan
understand who has lived in India. But the
lower the caste is, the more rigid he is in stick-
ing to it and making the most of his little bitof
self-importance.

POLITICAL DIVISIONS OP INDIA.

Politically, India is divided into a few great
sections for the purpose of government. The
most populous is the Bengal Presidency ; nest
the Madras Presidency ; then that of Bombay.

Besides the three Presidencies there are
several other sections not included in them, viz,
the Central Provinces, the Northwest Pro-
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vinces and Oude, the Punjaub, Scinde and
Assam. Over each of these there is a lieutenant-
governor, and supreme over all, a viceroy or
governor.general.

Besides there are a number of independent
native states under British protection, such as
Hyderabad, Mysore, ete., aggregating about
sixty millions of people. 1In euach of these there
is a British Resident, an officer representing
the English Government, who holds o sort of
supervision over the affairs of the state in con-
junction with the Rajah or native prince.

ROW WONDERFULLY INDIA IS GOVERNED,

The Government of India is probably the most
perfect in the world. It isanabsolute monarchy,
lut it moves like a great machine, and even
the natives acknowledge its infinite superiority
to anything they ever knew. One is over-
whelmed at the thoroughness of this enor-
mous piece of machinery. In every district is a
little army of officials representing every depart-
ment of administration; the governmeni pro-
viding everything to the people, judiciary, water
supply, irrigation, telegraphs, roads, medical
attendance, police,—everything.

Every fruit tree is numbered and registered,
so that if 2 man should cut & branch off one, it
would be reported in the station that a branch
had been cut from tree No. —, and the offender
would be traced to the remotest corner of India.
Every palm tree is taxed by number. Every
man, woman, snd child is known and registered,
and every gevernment official is listed in a pub-
lished volume, and all the steps of his record in
the public service are printed in the public
register. So exact and inflexible is this system
of absolute oversight, that Dr. Norman McLeod,
wiies L 2w an official cutting & number in the
wrk of a .ree, said, ‘O India, the very hairs of
thy head are all numbered.” 'There are splendid
government roads in all directions, and, at most
towns, public houses of entertainment provided
by the Government.

And yet this immense system of administration
iscarried on at one twenty-fourth what it costs
per head to govern France, one twelfth that of
fngland, and one sixth that of Russia.

Itis difficult for corruption to get in, for every
put is so arranged as to be a check upon every
wther part, and nothing can escape detection.
‘the public officers are paid large salaries. and
are expected to be men of the highest capacity,
and after twenty-five years service are pensioned
onan ample allowance.

We have seen or heard of nothing that com-
pares with the thoroughness of the adminis-
tration of this great Empire of more people than
Cyrus or Caesar ever ruled. God Himself has
amanged it 8s a frame work and preparation for
::\cdpreaching of the Gospel in every puart of this

nd. -

LANGUACES SPOKEN,

The people of India speak about fourteen
regular languages in the various districts, ana
about half us many aboriginal dialects. The
regular languages arve Urdu or Hindustani,
Hindi, Bengali, Nepauli, Urya, Marathi, Telugu,
Guzerati, Punjanbi, Sindi, Tamil, Mallayallin,
Canarese, and Singalese.

TRE POVERT. OF THE PEOPLE.

The most touching thing that we have seen in
India is the povercy of the people. The average
income of every person in England is over $200 a
year; in America over $100: in India $10.
Millions of the people uever get more than one
meal n day. Ten cents a day is good. wages for
a maq, and five cents for & woman. You can see
thousands of women carrying brick and mortar
for the builders, or breaking stones in the streets
and roads for five cents a day, all the year round.
Their lowest stamped coin is the sixth part of a
cent, but in the bazaars they use shells to repre-
sent a still lower coin, equal to less than the
fiftieth of a cent.

There are some causes for their poverty which
might be prevented. They waste o great deal in
their idolatrous festivals, and they sink a great
deal in jewels and gold. There is no gold coin
in India, for all the gold is iminediately turned
into jewels. There are more goldsmiths than
blucksmiths in India, and nearly all tie wealth
of the people is carried on their persons in
precious gems.

Perhaps the chief cause of their poverty is
their ignorance of skilled labor. The best car-
penters in the country are Chinese. They get
four or five times the wages of a Hindu coolie. .
One of the best things our missions ean teach
their converts is skill in industrial work,

THE CLIMATE OF INDIA.

The seasons are three; first, the cool season,
November to March, when the climate is very
pleasant, at times celd. I have actually suffered
in Egypt and India from cold when I had to
have an umbrella to protect my head from the
flery sun. The next is the hot season, March
till June; and then it is hot, sometimes 125° in
the shade, hot both day and night. Then comes
the wet season, fromx the middle of June until
September. It is called the time of the mon-
soons. And then it does rain. ©n the moun-
tains the rainfall often reaches four hundred
inches, thirty-three feet, an average of three or
four inches each day for the wet season. On the
plains the fall is from thirty to forty inches.
This is not an unpleasant season, although it is
somewhat feverish. Then the vegetation grows
rich and luxariant. After the rains the cool
season comes again, for at least six months.

Upon the whole India is not an unhealthy
climate or a very trying one. The hot season is
very hard to endure, but it is not very long, and
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tnere are mountain stations near almost all
parts of India, where its severity can be broken
for a time. There is no extreme heat upon the
hills of India.

FOOD, HOUSES, DRESS.

The natives take their principal meal at night.
Many of them work all day on an.empty
stomach, chewing the betel leaf or a little
parched grain, and coming home at night to
prepare a little curry or rice, and if too poor for |
rice, some cheaper grain, and then go on with ]
nothing else till the next night.

Their homes are very poor, built of clay or
mats. There is one room, sometimes an extra
one for cooking. There are often no windows.
The fire is kindled of dried manure in a little
open space in the corner, and the smoke disap-
pears somewhere as best it can. They all lieon
the floor. Their beds are carried with them.
They are mats and cheap rugs. They all iie
down together on the floor, wrapped in their rugs.

Their dress is very simple. The laboring men
have simply a pretty full cloth wrapped several
times around the loins. The poorer women and
girls wear little more. In Contral and Northern
India they have a piece of bright cloth about six
yards long, and they wind it several times
gracefully around the body aund carry it over
one side of the head, but in Madras the peasant
women have nothing over their shoulders.

WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF INDILA.

The children are almost always beautiful, but
after twenty-five years of age they look worn.
Early marriage has been a physical and sociai
curse to India. I noticed the difference among
the native Christians at Lucknow. The girls

kept their beauty, and brighter faces you couid
not see than the young ladies of eighteen to
twenty-four in the girl’s school.

But the girls of heathen India are almost all
wives at twelve years of age. A young lady you
never see. Even the little girls you meet on the
street are nearly all married to soinebody, and
20,000,000 are child widows, one of the saddest
lots in the world.

INDIA'S GREAT NEED.

All that India needs to lift her dear people out
of their degradation is Christianity. The heath-
enism and idolatry is most depressing. It has
nothing attractive. The temples have some
grandeur, but inside, everything is repulsive.
The gods are all objects of fear rather than love.
The object of worshipping them is to keep them
from doing the people harm. Think of a small-
pox god, and a cholera god, that have to be pro-
pitiated and appeased. The idea of Divine love
is unknown.

The priests are a revolting looking lot of
rascals, more intent on getting money than any-
thing else. Some of the exercises are very flithy.

water over the crowd, and every one is eager t;
get under the filthy shower. At Benares w.
saw cows living in the temples, and turning the
house of the gods into a filthy stable.

On the Ganges many corpses were lying with
their feet in the sacred river, and priests were
raking the half-burned bodies of the dead into
the sacred stream where others were bathing .
holy ecstacy.

There is & filthy god to whom mothers ofter,
devote their baby girls, in retura for some great
favor, and the service of this god is a life of
promiscuous shame for this poor child in whic.
she has no right of choice, but is the coinmer
property of the abominable temple and all ..,
worshippers.

And yet upon the whole the Hindus are a far
more promising race than we expected to find.
It is a wonder that heathenism has not left a
deeper blight.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO EVANGELIZE INDIA.

To-day there are nearly one hundred mission-
ary societies laboring in India, with seven hun.
dred male missionaries, and over twelve hundred
foreign laborers altogether, counting men anu
women. The Bible is circulated in all the lan-
guages of India, and the missionaries have penet-
rated every province, except Nepaul and Bhotan
in the extreme north. In all the leading cities
missionaries are placed, and there are probably
half a million communicants in the various
missions, and, perhaps, two million native adher-
ents altogether.

But afrer all that has been done in and for
India, the fact remains that there is stil! only
one foreiga laborer, including men and women.
to about every quarter of a million pcople; and
while the great cities are, in a measure, occupied,
yet there are immense spaces between them,
extending sometimes to even hundreds of miles,
where there are no laborers. We can comnt
thousands of towns ana tens of thousands of
villages where the pospel bas never been
preached,

God has given us, in India, tbc most open
field iz the world. It is a civilized country undes
an excelient government, with railroads and
highways leading in every direction, and perfec:
security for life and property. Its language
have been thoroughly acquired, and in sl of
them is an ample Christian literature.

In all this Christ is saying to us, * Behold.|
have set before thee an open door.” O letuw
enter in and save this people for Him.—Zawger
Qutlooks on Missionary Lands.

“A golden rule which will often save us from
petty worries is to strive resolutely to atlow only
our own conduct to affect our mental condition.
to rest satisfied with doing our very best,and
havin% done this, to disregard as far as posible
the faflure of others to attain our own particolst

At one of the great feasts thev sprinkle manure

standard.”
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THE STUNDISTS IN RUSSIA THE EMIGRATION TO RUSSIA.

S*HA'T there isa vast number of separatists The colonists in Russia carried out strictly the
in Russia, from the orthodox Russian customs observed at l_wme. Being all Gcrmu}w,
Church, is well known. Mr. Pobiedonosueff‘ and not alwz‘x)'s caring to learn the Russlfm
reckons all the Protestantsand Roman Catholics | language, this difficulty prevented them in-
among the number, and strives to compel them ﬁ“}‘“(‘mg the Russians to any great: extent. ) To
to join the Greek Church. Out of a population th}s must bgnnddod the bitter nat,nona..l antipa-
of nearly 113 millions, there are about six mil- thies. The Wiirtembergers were not a missionary
lions of Protestants and eight millions of Roman | People at hf)me. .ho'\\‘ever ready_ they were to
Catholics, the former chiefly Finns and Germans, support fore}gn missions. An evidence of this is
and the latter chiefly Poles. that the Wiirtemberg Bible Society will not, to
Besides these,however, there arelargenumbers | this day, permit their colporteurs to sell Bibles
of Russians who refuse to submit to the rules of | 10 Roman Catholics, for fear of proselytizing.
Orthodox Greek Church. These are by no means From these circumstances, the result was that
agreed among themselves, but vary as much as the S_tundists did virtually nothing to enlighten
the Dissenters from the Established Church in | 2nd instruct the Russians, among whom they

countries — some of them holding very | lived.
giegre“ons €rrors. & Now, as the so-called Russian Stundists hold

The Separatists who at present attract most | Armly the great doctrines of the Gospel in oppo-
attention, are the so-called Stundists, about sition to t,_he fal:ec t.caclung.of their own Church,
whom so much has been written. The real the guestnor} arises how this came to pASS,‘ that
Stundists are all Germans, and their history is the inspiration of the Scripture, the Divinity of
worthy of special notice. Christ, the Atonement, justification by faith, the

ORIGIN OF THE STUNDISTS. t?tal absence of picture worship, or of the prac-

The bome of the Stundists is Wiirtemberg. tice of secking the intercession of the Saints, or

L. N > | prayers for the dead. with other evangelical
They were originally the pious peasants who, in P i .
1be seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, as- priuciples, are universal among them. How

. . B . ame this about?
sembled in conventicles to worship God private- | © - = : .
Iy, at a time when the clergy were not evangel- In the year 1805, when the Stundists were

ical. Their meeting lasted an hour—in German, emigrating in largc: {mml.)ers to th? Sox.xth of
Stunde—the meeting was then called the Stunde, gussm{) Rwharg . an.'n was £ reaic}n.:}ng . n Sf'
and those who attended were called Stundists. ebe.rs urg, and issuing tracts which were ex-
L . P tensively read. In 1809, there was a Tract Depot
From time to time, at the instigation of the both in St. Petersbure and Moscow
parish clergy, these Stundists in Wiirtemberg ) s - :
were persecuted, and their meetings clesed by | EARLY TRaCT AND BIBLE CIRCULATION
the police. At the close of the cighteenth and IN RUSSIA.
beginping of the nineteenth century, several of | In 1809, Dr. Pinkerton visited Moscow, where
the persecnted Stundists sold their property, and | he became tutor in the family of Prince Metst-
emigrated to otber countriecs, to Turkey, to!chersky. The Princess, the mother of the child-
Russia, where they could worship God in peace. | ren, usually sat in the rom where the instrue-
Alexander 1. of Russis, who reigned from 1801 | tion was given, and one duy while Dr. Pinkerton
101825, and who took a personal interest in the was reading to the children the tract, * The
development of his country, was much pleased | Dairyman's Daughter, it was the means of the
tosee these industrious, sober, pious peasants | conversion of that lady. She became a zealous
set{ling in his dominions. He gave them land, { translator of English tracts into Russian, and in
and promised freedom from military service and | 1814 she had transiated and printed fourteen
from many taxes. They invited their persecuted | tracts that had originally been published by the
brethren to join them in their new home, and, in | Religious Tract Society.
ashort time, thriving and prosperous colonies of {| These tracts were widely circulated, andata
Germans settled in the South of Russia—from | meeting of the Russian Bible Society in that
Odessa to Kiew and Charkoff—having their own | year, a letter was read from several Cossacks,
schools, churches, ard pastors. who lived two thousand miles away, to say that
The Mennonites of Prussia, who rejected [ having read » parcel of tracts pointing the way
infant baptism, and who, like the Friends of | to eternal life, they now wished to have Bibles.
England, refused to serve in the Army, fled also | When this letter was read, a Russian archbishop
to Russia, where they were promised freedom {who was present, remarked that the books
from military service and war taxes for them- | referred to were excellent publications. In a few
selves and their children for ever, and were | years they might have been frequently seen on
beartily welcomed, as being so different from the | the tables of the monasteries and in the work-
filthy, lazy, and drunken Slavs that were the | shops of the tradesmen. A tract on the Fall of
netives of Russia. These settled chiefly in the | man and redemption by Christ was issued in the
sorthern provinces of the country. Tartar dialect, and was very much blessed.
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The Emperor Alexander I. met Rev. Leigh
1lichmend at Portsmonth in 1814, and accepted a
wift of that clergyman’'s tracts, which the Em-
i~ ror higly prized, and many of which were al-
roady translated into Russian. The Princess
Metstchersky was a cousin of the Emperor, and
sne gratefully accepted of the same books. She
spent more than £1,500 in distributing and print-
ing Gospel tracts, and the Emperor contributed
£1,800 to the same object. Many hundreds of
thousands of tracts were thus distributed over
the whole of Russia. In 1819, Dr. Pinkerton
wrote that the tracts were scattered from the
Kamtschatka to the Baltic, and from the Euxine
to the frozen ocean.

The circulation of Bibles was virtually stopped
in 1823, but the tract distribution went on with
much success in the conversion of souls. In 1839,
the Princess Metstchersky handed over her
whole stock of hundreds of thousards of tracts
to parties who found means of distributing them.

About that time, Mr. Knill printed “ Baxter's
Saints’ Rest,” and many other similar valuable
books. From the White Sea to the Caspian; and
from the Gulf of Bothnia to the frontiers of
China, he scattered these books, and heard of
many souls that through the reading of these
publications were brought to love God. These
tracts produced similar effects to what Wicklifl’s
writings did in Bohemia in the time of Huss.

In 1836, the Minister of Public Instruction in
Russia stated in his official journal, that “ certain
didactic little tracts of various sorts, published
in cditions of ten and fifteen thousand, present
a claim for our gratitude to those friends of the
human race, who thus labour for the extension
of Christian morals.”

In distant Siberia, Messrs. Swan and Stally-
brass circulated tracts in the Mongolian lan~‘
cuage. Touching accounts of conversions were
published from time to time. and the convert.s'.
devoted all their powers to translating and cir- i
calating tracts. From 1535 to 1838 nearly 750,000 ‘
publications were distributed. At a fair in
Nischni Novgorod, one man with his servant
sold 150.000 tracts and books of a thoroughly
evangelical type: after having previously dis-
tributed on a journey, 24,000 tracts. !

Tp till the year 1550, the R.T.S. had contribut- |
od nearlv £5,000 to carry in the work in Russia, !

and had thus enabled the friends in that country !

to distribute 3,636,000 religious books and tracts.
Wherever these books came spiritual life was
developed, and they were carefully preserved in
the family, for children and grand-children.

THE RUSSTANS A RELIGIOUS PEOPLE.

The Russians are a religious people. If a
peasant is asked whether ke would like to have
a book to read, the reply in most cases is, ** Yes:
sspecialiy if it is a holy book.” The Russian

l Riga,

tradesman will not touch his tools in the morn-

ing till he has performed his devotions over them,
The * Ikons ” in the dwellings, the innumerale
shrines in the streets and on the lonely roags,
tell of the devotional spirit. Itisthen no wonder,
that when the Gospel of the Grace of God was
preached to them, and for several generationsa
constant supply of tracts—plain, kindly, intel
ligible, and adapted to the wants of the sou! in
such vast quantities came into their hands. they
in large numbers gave their hearts to God.
ACTION OF THE EMPEROR, ALEXANDER I1.

During the long reign of Nicolas, the Bible was
but little circulated in the country. The tracts,
however, had been allowed much freedom. After
the Crimean war, when Alexander II. camey
the throne. he asked why the Bible was noy
circulating in Russia as in other Christian coun-
tries, and was told by his bishops that the trans.
lation was defective. * Then,” said the Ewmperor,
*¢ there are enough of learned men amonryouto
make a better translation, and let it l.« dune
without delay.”

Now that twenty millions of Serfs had heen
liberated, and their children sent to school he
intimated it to be his wish that the first book t)
be put into the hand of every child that lcarued
ta read, should be a portion of the Word of Gad.

THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY’S ACTIVITY.

We have brought down the history of tract
distribution in Russia to the year 1830, and from
that time the Rev. Dr. Craig, of Hambarg, who
was carrying on an extensive work of ima
distribution in Germany and Austria, sent sgjr
plies of tracts and obtained money to helpthe
two centres in Russia, in Si. Petersburs and
Riga. For twenty years he helped to sustain
this Christian activity in Russia without makinz
much change in the mode of working. From v
to three hundred thousand of evangelical publ.
cations were sent from each of these two depois
vearly, over the whole Empire. As the Russian
Government permitted Rev. Mr. Loesewitz, -§
to send his parcels free over the who:
Empire by post, it enabled him to distribute L.+
books without expense. And as missionarie
were not tolerated in the country, the tract and
Bible circulation was the only means of reachirz:
74,000,000 of Russians, who gradually increased
to 113.000,000.

Dr. Craig visited Russia from time totimet:
help and to cheer the workers. Between 189
and 1874 he came repeatedly to St. Petersburz
and Rigna, and in the formier place helped to clear
out the stock that remained over fron. the time
of Princess Metstchersky.

In 1873 Dr. Craig succeeded in forming a new
tract committee in St. Petersburg, of which he
appointed Colonel Paschkoff. President. and
Count Korfl, with Rev. Mr. Nicolson. of the
Bible Sccicty, Secretaries. Some of the mest
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1
influential ladics and gentlemen about the Court
in St. Petersburg joined the committee, and in a
short time & very large number of excellent
tracts had been approved by the Censor and
printed. The Emperor Alexander 1L gave each
member of the committee a card, authorizing !
im or hei to distribute the tracts over the
whole Empire— neither civil nor ecclesiastical
authorities to interfere to prevent the distribu-
uon. Dr. Craig had placed £1,000 from tbe R,T.S.
at the disposal of the committee for a com-
mencement, and the St Petersburg Committee
raised large sums to pay for the printing and
distributing of the books and tracts. For ten
sears the RT.S. gave annually, through Dr.
Craig. an amount in proportion to what was
raised in the country itself, till from eight to ten
millions of tracts were put into the handsofa
very grateful people, who drank in the message
wost eagerly.

Shortly afterwards the Russian-Turkish war
was proclaimed, and while the Russian troops
were gathering in Bessarabia and Roumania,
Dr. Craig was much with them to supply them
with tracts. When the war actually broke out,
the Rev. Dr. Lansdell, the distinguished Chris-
tian traveller, joined Dr. Craig, and worked
with bim for a considerable time. When the
stock of tracts at the front was exbausted, on
application to the empress—as patroness of the
Red Cross—a fresh supply was sent every day to
Dr. Craig’s address. In the hospitals he saw
many cases of the sick and wounded men con-
verted on the first occasion when the Gospel was
presented to them. For three years Dr. Craig
had from three to six hundred thousand men—
all of whom could read—constantly reading the
heavenly message, and over 150 voluntary assis-
tants of every position—distributirg his books.

When the war was over, many of the men
returned home rejoicing in their Saviour, and
they carried with them necarly two millions of
evangelical bocks and tracks, with Bibles and
New Testaments, that they had received in the
camp or the hospital. In the meantime, Colonel

Paschkoff and his commiitee had been working
most energetically and successfully in the north ;
of Russin. The disbanded soldiers, bowerver. |
spread themselves over the whole Empire, and, |
anlike the Stundists, they became most aggres- |
sive workers for the conversion of their friends |
apd neighbours.

TBE BITTER PERSECUTION.

The German Stundists on account of their
maiionality, their industry and suceess in busi- i
ness, but especially their evangelical sentiments
were hated by the orthodox Russians with a
feree and bitter hatred. Scarcely a word in the
whole Russian vocabulary calls up such bitter
passions as the word Stundisté. But the priests

ous.
* be any means of helping the poor sufferers ex-
t cept by the earnest prayers of believers all over

"same views about the way of life, about th

Sacraments, and about free gracs, as the German
Stundists did, so these were called by the same
name. On account of their zeal and success in

! making converts, they were more detested than

even the German Stundists, and persecution,
always violent, now became fierce, implacable.

Colonel Paschkofl and Count Korfl were ban-
ished ; thousands of humble believers on the
Son of God, of all classes of socicty, were im-
prisoned and shamefully treated, or sent to
Siberia. The prisons all over the Empire are filled
with Christian men and women. The convicts
sent to Siberia have increased tenfold ina few
years, and still the more they are persecuted the
more they increase in numbers, and Mr. Pobie-
donostzefl and General Ignatiff must acknow-
ledge that they cannot root out this heresy.

The books of the Tract Society were at one
time confiscated, but when an energetic protest
was made and damages claimed. the books were
returned. The friends of the Gospel continued
to circulate these books, many copies of which
have been sold. The persecuted believers, whose
great sufferings have been frequently described,
are rarely heard to complain. They take their
affiictions joyously and say that except their
tongue is cut out, no power on earth will prevent
them continuing to tell of a Saviour’s love,

Such is the history of this great evangelical
movenient, and the means by which so many
Russians have become evangelical Christians.

It has appeared strange to many, who have
thought seriously on the subject, how it could
happen that. in a country where missions are
prohibited, and where the clergy rarely preach,
such an immense body of earnest Christian
believers—counted by hundreds of thousands—
should have sprung into existence. The fact is
that for two generations. but especially during
the period between 1574 and 188 an epormous
number of Gospel tracts were regularly circu-
lated over the Russian Empire. These Gospel
tracts found 2 favourable sale among the reli-
giously-disposed inhabitants of the country-

mobility and peasantry alike—and led them to
the Cross of Chrisz.

A very energetic Tract Committee in St.
Petersburg, under the guidance of Colonel
Paschkoff, and assisted by the Religious Tract
Society of I.ondon. supplied the place of a
preached Gospel. The Holy Spirit blessed the
means. Dr. Craig travelled unweariedly over
the Empire for fifteen years to find the proper
agencices, and especially in the Russian-Turkish
war he found means of brinzing the truth under
the notice of both officers and men, very many
of whomn were converted Lefore the war was
over. and burning with zeal, returned home to

spread the good news among their brethren.

The persecutions have steadily increased in
violence. and the number of sufferers is enorm-
Nor does there appear, for the present, to

discovered that the converted Russians held the | the world.— Missions of the World.
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@ur Frome Blissions,

Pipestone. Mr, Muldren, the student at Pipe-
stone, Man., says of his field :—* Pipestcne is the
main station. Here we have a fine little church
with an attendance averaging one hundred.
Elsewhere we worship in schoolhouses with con-
gregations of about forty. This is a beautifui
stretch of prairie, and the water is quite up to
the Ontario article. A large proportion of the
settlers are Scotch. and in most cases have suc-
ceeded well. Many of the people are deeply in-
terested in the work and give me great help.”

At Gleichen. Mr. Mitchell, from Gleichen, as
reported in the Knox Monthly, has a field that
extends farther than from Dan to Beersheba,
being 195 miles long. He has six places for Sab-
bath work and seven extra for the week. He is
on the edge of the Blackfeet reserve, where the
Church of England and the Roman Catholics are
working. He says: “Tae country is a treeless
rolling prairie. We arein the dry belt. Farm-
ing is pretty much a failure and the farmers are
discouraged. Many of the places I preach at are
section-houses on the railway. Many of the
people are careless and godless, and it makes
one feel how helpless is man against sin. Pray
for the Spirit’s power.”

TheOld Mr. Burnet, a student missionary,
Timers. writing from the North-West in the
Knox College Monthly, says: *“I work at five
different points, extending a distance of 0
miles on the C. P. R. along the Thompson river
and the Shuswap lakes, in which it takes its
rise. As to the people, the old-timers have been
a fine class of men physically, but there is a
great lack spiritually. Generally they reject the
Bible, or at least Christ. They tell you they
know 'not whence they come or whither they go.
All of them have been poisoned with this kind
of literature which has been poured in here.
One cannot but be impressed with a sense of the
terribleness of sin and the weakness of man to
oppose it. Yet after all there is great joy after
a service, in thinking that God has permitted
you to tell these people, even though some of
them may now oppose the message, of the true
God and of His infinite love to man in providing
salvation by His Son Jesus Christ.”

Mount Is one of the gold mining regions in
Tuiacke Nova Scotia, cared for by the Halifax
Presbytery. On the 1Sth June, 1885, gold was
discovered in the forest, cbout 3} miles from the
railway station. Four years afterward Rerv.
Juha McLeod, of Newport, now of Vancouver,
organized a mission station, with a communion
roll of sixtecen members. Suppiy has bean given

lege, Halifax. Few men are now employed, hyt
there are still 23 families living there. At the
dispensation of the sacrament of the Lords
Supper there on the 26th August, oy Rev. A, B,
Dickie, eight sat down at the Lord’s table for tle
first time, while on the Saturday preceding 13
children were baptized. There is a flourishing
Sabbath school and C. E. Society. Mr. A. Ii.
Campbell, student, bas labored there durivy the
past season.—Com.

Montreal Woman’s This society, as mentioned
Miss. Soc. in the July RECORD, diffurs
from most other woman’s missionary organiza.
tions of our church, in that it seeks to carry on,
under one Board, both home and foreign work,
the home including both French and English.

While many of our friends have been recruit-
ing at the seaside or in the couutry, our Bible
women have gone about in the hot city, visiting
the homes of the poor, the lapsed, and the de-
praved, carrying to the occupants the cup of
comfort and blessing. Many of our people,
when ill, are unable to procure the necessary
narsing and other requisities of a sick room, and
their needs are supplied by our society through
its nurses. Their distress is frequently brouglt
about by improvident habits, but it is often
owing to other causes. Work has been scarce,
and strong men, willing to labor, have been
brought. face to face with want. Often, too. the
innocent suffer from the misdeeds of the guilty,
But our duty is clear. We must mitigate
saffering as far as we may. How can we pass
by on the other side? Then when giving help,
we point them to Christ, the light and hope of
the world. Our efforts in this directiorn have
accomplished much. Many a tidy home, once
very different, speaks of the good done. Manys
reformed life tells of faithfu! work, earnest
pleading, and patient waiting.

This department of our home work, aiming, as
it does, to provide in some measurc for the
needs of doth body and soul, is very closely
allied to thelife work of the Saviour, and appeals
for help to all who are like minded with Him.

At the suggestion of the Valleyfield Auxiliary,
a conference of the society was held there
on the Sth September. There were papers by
members, addresses by ministers and by our
missionary Mr. McVicar. So successful was
the meeting that a similar one is proposed for
Georgetown.

In October a general thanks offering meeting
will be held. It is hoped that 21l the auxiliaries
will resume work with reneswed vigor, and that
new branches will be formed.

Any information as to the wora ng of this
society can be had from cither of the searetaries,
Miss S. J. Macmaster, Clandeboye ave., or Mrs.

more or less regularly ever since, summer and | R. Campbell, 65 St. Famille street, Montreal

winter by the students of the Presbyterian Col-

—Com.
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A Call For How are the mission fields of the
Preachers. great North-West to Le supplied
during the winter? Many of the students who
have supplied them during the summer are now
returning to their studies. Manitoba has its
theological session in summer, when other cate-
chists are attainable, so that its students can go
out and supply the mission ficld during the
winter. Its classes have c'sed, and 21 of its
students, and several others, have applied for
winter appointments. But, besides what these
can supply, there are, in the North-West, 35
fields, containinrg some 150 stations and 1,750
Preshyterian families unprovided. Dr. Robert-
son calls upon some of the theological students
in Montreal, Kingston and Toronto to work in
the No1th-West, instead of going to college this
winter. They can then take next summer's
sess;on in Winnipeg, and return to their own
college, if they wish, the following winter, thus
losing no time in completing their course. Last
spring so many students applied to the Home
Miss. Corn. (West) for work, that 64 could not get
any. There are too many for suininer wourk, too
iew for winter. Dr. R. calls for young men to
make a better division, for more of them to
preach for a winter, and, if they wish, take a
summer term iu Manitoba College.

Much has been lost by leaving fields unoccu-
pied during the winter, both in the older east
and the vlder west. Wisdwn should be learnea
from the past.

How to Supyly Where other supply cannot

in Winter. be obtained, settled congrega-
tions should give up part of their pastor's time
to neighboring mission stations. Whatever the
available working force of the church may be
atany given time, it should spread itself, in some
measure, over the whole field. The churchisone,
and this is one way ia which that unity should
be manifested. It is not right that a congre-
gation should have regular preaching once or
twice every Sabbath, while scattered mission
stations within reach do not for months hear
the preacher’s voice. If sermon-sated congre-
gations would hold a prayer meeting on Sabbath,
coming out to it faithfully, and, after the man-
ner of a C. E. Society, as many as might find
time take a brief part in it, either by short
prayers, reading verses of scripture, or a few
areful thoughts of their own, and let their
winister take a Sabbath, or several of them in
suceession, in visiting and preaching to some
mission field that can get no supply, it would be
good for all. It would help the minister and
both the congregations. Both givers and re-
ceivers wonld be blessed.

God lights no man’s house who shuts upall the
windows,

“God's power to give is only limited by our
willingness to rececive.”

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION NOTES.
Quebec. Mr. J. B. Bruneau, reporting from
Quebec for August, writes: “ We have been
blessed wreatly this month. Seven persons have
decided to unite with us on the first Sabbath of
September. 1 have visited the day school at
Little River. I found that the young teacher.
Miss Duchene, is, besides conducting her school,
doing effective missionary work. I have also
visited Lorette and found that our missionary,
Tseigei, the Indian suh-chief, has had a great
deal of trouble this month, caused to him by
malicious persons, but he seems determined,
with God's help, to doall be can to scatter the
Gospel.”

Chambly ‘During the month of August,”
Canton. writes Mr. Boy, I bave visited St.
Hubert, Farnham and St. Bridgets. The friends
were glad to see me. At Chambly, while the
school is small, and there are many difticulties,
we have some encouragement. We have had
some very good meetings. Last night our little
schoolroom was full of people, very attentive,
and this morning I got three new Roman Catho-
lic scholars. Mission work is very trying some-
times. We need faith, courage, and a lot of
| patience to persevere to the end and 40 some
!;zood."

' Angers. Mr. Vernier's report for August says
that *“School opened at Perkins, 19 children,
good meetings; three persons joined us, and
two more are ready, whenever the session will
allow them, to become members of our church.
Visited Valency, good meeting, six Roman
Catholics anxious to hear more of the Bible.
Templeton, splendid meetings, six Roman Catho-
lics came to speak to me, and would like to be
visited.”

St. Kyacinth “ Of the three heads of families
(Roman Catholic) who have been attending our
services for the last few weeks,” writes Mr.
Boudreau, ‘““two intend shortly to join the
church. They have given up the Catholic
Church, and are both working to bring their
families with them. We bave thus reason to
bless God and be encouraged.”

Chicoutimi Mr. J. Steele, the missionary in
this field, says that ¢ there is a manifest desire
on the part of the people to profit by our mis<ion,
but they are strictly guarded. A leavening in-
fluence is going on, and I hope greater light will
vet prevail. It is an importent centre for
work, especially for a school, and shouald be en-
couraged.”

It is not alone what we do, but also what we
do not do, for which we are accountable.—
Moliere.
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AN INDIAN DANCE IN THE NORTH-WEST.
A VIVID PRESENT DAY PICTURE.

@ﬁA’VING learned that the Indians were
w3< making extensive preparations for their
yearly dance, I was very anxious to attend the
celebration, and, if possible, learn something of
its nature. and what the various proceedings
throughout its course signified.

This I was told, was the crowning event of the
year among the Indians, and that all of them for
miles around, including Sioux, Crees, and
Stonies, would be present at this heathen act of
worship, which, as they suppose, renders pro-
pitious the Good Manitou, who may have become
estranged on account of their misdeeds, and
thus allowed an evil Manitou to cause disaster,
sickness and death among their tribes. The
dance was gotten up, especially, on behalf of an
Indian woman who was then at the point of
death. She was a chieftain’s daughter, and the
second wife of a medicine man, whose other wife
had grown jealous of her, and struck her on the
head with an axe,

The wound, however, did not prove fatal, and
she was rapidly recovering, when her husband
gave her poison medicine of which she w
worse, gradually sinking, until she died. Her
father endeavored to have the culprit brought to
Justice, but owing to the secrecy of the affuir,
and the uncertainty of the evidence nothing was
done, except that he was obliged to leave the
district in order to escape the vengeance of the
enraged chief.

The morning of June the second was the date
fixed upon for the commencement of the dance,
which was to be held at the Cree reserve about
fifteen miles northeast of the village of Broad-
view, and five miles south of the Qu'Appelle
river. It, however, did not begin until late in
the afternoon, owing to the rain which fell in
torrents the greater part of the day. But
towards evening the clouds dispersed, and the
sun shone down in mild radiance upon the
assembled tribes into whose darkened hearts
the Sun of righteousness bad never yet sent His
kindly beams.

On the following morning, accompanied by a
missionary friend, I set out to the dance in a
small sulky drawn by a spirited little Indian
pony.

It was a lovely forenoon. Everything being
refreshed by the previous day’s rain seemed to
shed forth life and joy. Our trail lay in a wind-
ing course over rolling prairie dotted with bluffs,
from which the happy songs of birds, and mellow
bhumming of insects came blending in joyous
harmony. Wild roses lined our way emitting
their rich fragrance to the morning breeze.
Numbers of gophers ran to and froon every side,
poppingin and out of their holes as if they were
playing hide-and-seek with the sunbeams. Soon
we could discern the lofty banks of the Qu'-
Appelle, like the walls of some great fortress,
rising to view, and extending far to the east and
west until they were lost in the distance.

All the Indian houses, that we passed, appeared
as if they were entirely'deserted, so we concluded
that their owners had gone Lo the dance, and
taken all their moveable goods with them.
There was not even a dog left behind to bark at
us, nor could a pony be seen anywhere, either on
the prairie, or in the bluffs.

As we drew nearer the scene of the dance, but
still some miles distant, we could hear, at inter-
vals, wild whoops and yells rise faintly at first,
then increase in volume and loudness, and enon
die away to single whoops, until finally silence
was restored.

A st,mn%e feeling seemed to steal over me with
the thought that we would be, presently, alone
and unarmed among & host of wild Indisns and
Half-breeds, who, if they so desired, could over-
power us in a moment.

The whooping became louder as we proceu.led,
and soon, having ascended & small eminen o by
the side of our way, we caught sight of the
situation of the dance. There, upon a small
circular plain enclosed by blufls were not less
than a thousand Indians and Halfbreeds, dressed
in their best, with faces fantastically painted,
and seemingiy all very much interested in what
was going on. On the grounds there were fully
one hundred and thirty tepis (tents) on the
canvas of which were painted figures of animalc
or birds indicative of the character or rank of
the inmates. About four hundred ponies scaun:p
ered around, among the tents, or in the hluts,
apparently enjoying their holiday quite a< well
as their masters, while from every quarter .:ose
mingled sounds from squalling papooses, bark
ing dogs, and neighing ponies, causing a
constant din, but which were ever and anon
subm in an overwhelming wave of whoops
and yells from the Indians in general.

In the centre of the grounds was the larre tent
in which the dance was conducted. It was con-
structed of poplar poles placed on their ends
around a circumfereace of a hundred and twenty
feet, and meeting in _the centre at a height of
about twenty feet. Poplar branches and canvas
served as a covering for the frame work. There
was but one entrance to it, which was kept
strictly guarded by squaws, who held up
blankets to prevent any one but their own from
looking in. We endeavoured to gain adriision,
but, at first, were not allowed, and were rudels
thrust away by a number of mounted Halfbreed
guards. Atlas. we-asked for permission to see
the Chief, who immediately came out and
desired to know our business. We informed
him, by means of an interpreter, that we wished
to see the dance, and that we would pay him if
he would permit us to enter the tent. He readils
accepted the money, and very courteously
admitted us to the interior, giving us< full liberty
to go where we pleased. This removed all fears
as regards an unfriendly reception, and we gladly
followed the Chief, who led the way inio the
tent, and gave us standing room at one «ide
The performance then proceeded.

Around the circumference of the tent, hut in
the interior, were two rows of cell-like henths,
arranged in the form of a semicircle. These
were eighteen in number, and were made of
small poplar poles interwoven with twigs and
branches. Each booth was about six feet long,
two feet wide, and three feet deep, and contained
three dancers. From above them hung various
) kinds of flags and tapestry forming a <ort of
| canopy for the dancers, and screening their

almost nude, but hideously painted per<ons
partially from view. Each dancer kept his eyes
steadily fixed upon a flag before him. which. we
were told, was an emblem of some «pirit : each
| also blew a whistle, and leaping up and down,
| kept time to the beat of d'ims and tom-toms.
i played by a_group of Indians who sat on the
| ground inside the circle of dancers.
| _ We were informed by Rev. Hugh McKay, of
 Round Lake Indian Mission, that these Tad to
dance for two days and two nights without rest
oz food in order to propitiate some unknown
spirit who, they supposed, wis angry with them.
We come now to describe the dark part of the
performance, which certainly was the mast sick-
ening scene I ever beheld. Such will probably
serve to give us some idea of the Pagan mind as
} it is presented in the Northwest Indian.
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In this dance fifteen Indians submitted them-
selves to special torture. From what I could
learn it appears they endured such suffering. to
please, in a special way, the Good Spirit, so that
he would cause to be banished from them. sick-
ness, or disesase, or any kind of serious mis-
fortune that had befallen them. One, for
example, was greatly troubled with sore eyes, so
he aliowed himself to be tortured that they
might be made better.

Twelve of these unhappy beings had under-
gone their suffering before we arrived, but the
remaining three were quite enough to make us
disgusted with such a horrid sight.

e first we witnessed was a Chieftain's son
named ** The Yellow Dog.” Sullen and sad he
«at in the centre of the Pagan throng. Streaks
Jf red paint, imitating blood, ran down from his
¢yes. His body was almost naked, but striped
with yellow paint. In his hands were two small
flags which he held up over his head as he sat
towed in silence. Then everyone was perfectly
«ill; not a whisper could be heard ; even all the
Jancers had crouched themselves to the bottom
uf their booths, and the rest either sat or stood
silently awaiting proceedings to commence.

After the lapse of a few minutes four Indiams
and two Chiefs advanced, followed by the medi-
cine man, who carried in his hand two small
wooden pins, a hawks wing, and a knife. These,
all, surrounded the unfortunate man, and
sreened him from view with blankets. The
medicine man then knelt before him, and with
one hand drew out the flesh of his breast on one
side, pierced it through with the knife and
inserted & wooden pin.  Similarly he did on the
otherside. The ends of two small ropes were
then securely attached to the pins, the other ends
of which were fastened to the top of the centre

le of the tent. When this was done the four
ndians withdrew. and the two chiefs raised him
slowl?' to his feet, inclined him slightly forward,
and then violently chrew him backward, striking
the roprs at fuli tension, and drawing out the
iesh and skin of his breast about five inches.

Here he leaped and danced around in a semi-
rircle, rearing back, and striving to tear out the

ins. At the same time he kept his hands
vehind his back, and his eyes steadfastly fixed
upon a small flag which hung on the centre pole.

Inthe meantime the dancers danced and blew
their whistles, the drummers beat their drums,
and everyone set up a general howl.

One would naturally suppose the pain of such
wonld be almost unendurable. but he never
uttered a complaint or ery, although it was quite
apparent, by his distorted features, that he was
suffering intensely. The sight was anything
hat & glc:ming one to see, and, had we not known
that the suffering was voluntary on his part, our
feelings might have forced us to withdraw.

In the course of about fifteen minutes, baving
failed to tear out the ping, he was no longer able
w0 dance. He was about to faint when the
medicine man came to his assistance, drew out
the pins with his teeth, spat into the gashes
some spittle from an herb he had been chewing,
?}?d a&stnsted the exhausted man to the rear of

e ignt.

A very pathetic scene was presented when it
came the next one’s turn to underco the same.
Hisazed mother was sitting near watching him
very anxiously. When the ropes were attached
she was no longer sble to restrain her feelings,

t burst into deep sobs, ’Ipiteously imploring
them to release her son. The only effect this
touching incident. produced was to call forth,
simply, tifters of laughter from all.

Ansthing so human could provoke no sym-

1

' pathy from hearts unaccustomed and untrained
' to feel another's woe, yet we discover in this
| heathen mother's breast. feclings, which, when
i puritied and refined, and rendered holy by the
grace of God, exalt womankind and make her
the means of untold blessings to the world.

In the case of others the pins were put through
| the flesh on the back of the shoulder. A horse
was then attached to the ropes, and driven
rapidly around the exterior of the tent until the
pins were torn out. I was tnld that when &
squaw was tortured they cut a piece out of her
breast, wrapped it in a cloth, and burned it
before her eyes.

‘When these cruelties were ended the Chief of
the Crees addressed the assembly. He spoke in
a loud, hasty manner, gesticulating wildly, as
though he were under much excitement. Be
| began his remarks by eulogising the present
| government, and spoke in high terms of Our

overeign Lady, the Queen. e then went on
to say that it was indeed a great gathering; that
the occasion of their meeting was of vast import-
I ance to their people, but he regretted that such

meetings would soon be brought toa close, owing
to the white man. Be also spoke at considerable
length, of parts of the day’s performance, but,
whether my interpreter would not, or could not
translate it, I was unable to learn the parti-
culars. He concluded by announcing that it
was then dinner time, and advised every nitche
Jyoung Indian) to look after his fa\orite squaw
in that respect. This evoked considerable laugh-

ter and applause, which, as he ceased speaking,
]swelled into one tremendous volley of whoops
j and vells with pr.longed beating of drums.
Another Chief immediately came around with &
quantity of fat, raw Eork, cut in syuare pieces,
and threw one to each squaw, who at once began
ecting it, without even taking time to remoie
(tihe dirt that adhered to it by falling into the

ust.

The afternoon was taken up with a dance on
special behalf of the Chieftain’s daughter who
was then dying. This was, perhaps. the most
| solemn, as well as the most interesting part of
' the entire proceedings. Whatever the true

significance of this dance may have heen, one
thing was evident that it was propitiatory in its
nature. and that it bad reference to the welfare
of the departing spirit of this woman, Perhaps
it was that she might be more readily admitted
| to the Happy Hunting Ground frequen. y-poken
{ of by writers in Indian lore. It evidenced at
| any rate how deeply rooted in the Indian con-
scio}usness is the idea of the immortality of the
soul.

After a half hour's preparation in a small tent
at some distance, twelve Indians, led on by two
Chiefs, slowly marched in procession to the large
tent. They were very grandly dressed according
to Indian taste. Their moccasins were one mass
of bead work. Strings of bells hung from their
embroidered leggings. Over their bodies they
wore skins of animals, profusely ornamen
with bead-work and ribbons, while their heads
were decked with bawks' heads and wings, and
potished buffalo horns sitting in an erect position
and projecting forward. Theirfaces were painted
in diver's colors and streaked in the most, whim-
sical styles. In their hands they carried rifles,
tomabawks and scalpin%a knives, and their

eral appearance was that of some order of

eings from another world.

The{ were followed by two little boys virg
prettily dressed, and mounted on two sm
ponies which were decked with feathers and
ribbons. Behind these came a number of
Indians carrying rifies, blankets and other
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requirements. These all having entered the
tent, the twelve at once formed theinselves into
aring and prepared to dance. The boys took
their stand near the centre pole of the tent,
around which the rifles and blankets were piled.
Scarcely was there standing room left and num-
bers were unable to get even near the door-way.

Chief Chippawis, ‘he father of the dying
squaw, next gave an address. He is an old man,
and, as he spoke, his voice faltered considerably.
One could readily discern that he was ‘deeply
moved concerning the condition of his daughter.
He spoke very atlectionately of her, and in con-
clusion said that these gifts, pointing to the
rifles and blankets, and two ponies, would please
the Good Spirit to whom he now presented them.
The articles were taken to the Stony Indians,
the Chief of whom in turn made a suitable reply.
My interpreter did not understand his dialect,
so I was unable to get the gist of what he said.

When he had closed his remarks, the dance
began. The din caused by the jingle of the bells,
the beat of drums, and yells of the Indians on all
sides was such as could be hecard for several
miles around. 1t might Le difficult for one
unaccustomed to such scenes to imagine any-
thin% so strangely wild. Even the smazllest girl
and boy added what they could to the general
fund of uproar. At intervals the noise ceased,
during which a number of braves were called
upon to reinte some of their adventures., The
first one said that he had gone to the home of
the Blackfeet, and killed two of their squaws,
and stolen away forty horses. A second one
added that every time he went to the Blackfeet's
home he took u scalp. A third said he had
driven away two hundred horses from the same
tribe, while a fourth contended that on one
occasion he had fasted four days in succession.
The rehearsal of these tales drew forth much
applause frown the rest, who evidently did not
hesitate to believe them.

This dance, then being over, brought the day’s

rformance to a close, and we returned to

roadview, as the sun was sinking behind the
western horizon, being glad to mingle again with
cur own people, after a day of such adventure.

In presenting this article to the readers of the
Monthly, 1 do so with the view of awakening a
still deeper interest in mission work among the
Indians ¢f our Northwest. The very fact that o
perforimance, of the nature I have described,
could be conducted, and enjoyed, is proof that
much has to be done yet by way of civilizing, not
to say Christianizing, them. The old religious
prejudices and superstitions, which have been
inherited from almost countless generations of
the past, and which have moulded, to a great
extent, their modes of thinking and behaviour,
require a great deal of time and careful training
to remove. Hence, in the csse of the old, whose
minds and characters have become settled, it is
almost, or quite, impossible, in many cases, to
influence them, either by our civilization or
Cbristian teaching. Conseglszenﬂy the evangeli-
zation of the Indian depen: great:ltil ugon the
removal of the young from under the heathen
parents’ intluence, and teaching them the prin-
ciples of Christianity while their minds are inno-
cent and plastic. .

The Indian schools, which our Church has
instituted through the west, are admirably
adapted for this work.

At Round Lake, I had the opportunity of visit-
ing one of these schools and was delighted with
the work that was being done.

The children were all neat and clean, and
looked comfortable and happy—s striking con-
trast to the squalid, miserable condition in which

many of them are in their own homes.
were about thirty in attendance being dyl\
taught to read and write the English, and being
instzucted in gospel truth. It is almost sur.

rising with what rapidity thechildren learn the
English language, and adapt themselves to civl
ized_customs. In the evening, Rev. Hu,h
McKay, who has charge of the school, had 4
number of the children brought into his owy
drawing-room, where they delighted us by sing.
ing & x}umber of our own familiar hymns, Sol]Tg
of which they sang in English, and others from
an Indian version.

The question had been raised by some, as
whether or not, after all, the Indian is wortl,
the time and labor spent upon him by our mis
sioparies. The true value of the work done,
however, cannot be judged from present results,
An adequate estimate of such can be given only
as its influence widens out in future time and
rolls onward towards eternity.

The command, " Go ye into all the world and
¥reach the gospel to every creature ” refers tothe

ndian tribes of our Northwest as well as to the

Chinese nation, Consequently, since the former
are in a special sense entrusted to the care of
the Christian_people of Canada, we are even
more responsible for their evangelization than
for that of any other of the heathen who are
entrusted to the care of the whole Christian
world. May we not be sparing, either in sym-
pathy or aid, to those who are actually engaged
in the noble work of bringing the gospel of free
dom aud peace to the dusky natives of the
plains.—Rev. 4. E. Hannahson, in Knox Colley
Monthly.

There

PROMPTNESS.

Promptness is a habit, and can be just as

easily cultivated as others th. ., are not of one
helf as much importance. If you are a slow
dresser, give yourself ample time to prepare for
whatever appointment you have made. Ifitis
only the ordinary going to meal three timesa
day, let it be a fixed rule never to be found
loitering over the toilet, when the time for break.
fast, luncheon or dinper arrives.
. Promptness in the household, in business and
in_carrying out of social engagements in the
primary step towards comfort and economy of
time that leaves many a minute for the accom-
plishment of outside work and play thatinend
counts for so much.—.

RESTULT OF A CENTURY OX MISSIONS.

A centuxi‘y of missionary effort has resulted as
follows: Two hundred and <ighty missionars
societies have been organized, which have under
commission 9,000 foreign missionaries, working
in elmost every unevangelized country on the
globe, and 44,532 native -assistants; nearly a
million converts have been gathered into 7,50
organized churches, and 1,006,768 pupils inio
7,000 Sabbath-schools; eighty Bible societies
have given the Bible to the nations in 90 entire
versions and 230 partial versions, the total circa-
lation of the Scriptures during the centwy
amounting to the enormous a.?gregat,e of 330,
000,000 copies ; hundreds of millions of pagescf
wholesome literature have been issued from
mission presses; bundreds of thousanés of
patients have been treated by medical mission-
aries in hospitals and dispensaries ; 70,000 pupils
have been gathered into higher educational
institutions and 603,080 children in x-illﬁe
schools, the total cutlay for 1592 being $14,35- -
354.—Mess. ;
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Bur Loveign Wissions.

The Summer Rev. A. F. Thompson, of Trini-
in Trividad. dad, writing under date £&lst
August, says that {'ie weather of the past season
has been far from normal, and there has been
much sickness. There have been a number of
deaths from yellow fever, but it is not epidemic.
The cases have been merely sporadic ones, and
asthe worst part of the season is past no alarm
is felt. In consequence of the fever, however,
the departure of our new missionaries, Mr. and
Mys. Simon Fraser and Miss Sinclair, and the
return to T'rinidad of Mrs. Grant and family, will
probably be delayed from October till near the
end of the year.

The work of the mission is going on quietly.
Holidays in the mission schools began Aug. 13
and ended on the 25th, giving & fortanight of
preathing time to the weary teachers.

The “Mome” at The influence of the girl’s

Tunapuna. ‘““home” at Tunapuna is quiet
bat far-reaching. Miss Archibald, of Princes~
town, in a recent letter, speaks of one of
these girls: “Sarah Agnes is still on Ben
Lomond Estate, where her husband is teacher,
Notlong ago I visited her and found her house
neat and tidy, such a contrast to other places on
the estate. Her little home is an excellent
object lesson to her neighbors of what Christian
training does for the Indian woman. In addition
to this she holds meetings for the women, thus
doing what she can to teach them.”

ANow The influence of our mission work
Missien. in Trinidad is making itself felt in
theislands beyond, On the 23rd of August two
of the senior catechists and students of the
sepior class in our college at San Fernando, J.
Rajkamar and S. Siboo, each accompanied by
_vifeand child, sailed from Trinidad for Jamaica,
“ to begin & new mission under the auspices of
ihe Presbyterian church in Jamaica, among the
East Indian immigrants there. That earnest
church, largely colored, the descendants of the
dave population of former days, is to be con-
gatulated on taking this step; and it is a mat-
ter for thankfulness to see our Trinidad fleld
able to supply trained workers for the neighbor-
ung islands of the West Indies.

¥r. Cropper. For several years Mr. Cropper,
while working ‘n connection with the Immigra-
tion Agency ir St. Lucia, did good volunteer
mission servic. among the East Indians of that
Gland. Not long since he decided to study for
the ministry that he might give his life to the
work. Last winter he studied at the Presby-
terian College, Halifax, and during the present
simmer e has been laboring in Trinidad, where
behas been of great service and has done excel-
I‘«nt work. He resumes his studies during the

coming winter,

-Mr. Mackenzie, our misslonary on Efate.

Trade in the ‘ The Anstralian New Hebrides
New Hebrides. Company are determined, if
possible, to develop trade in the group,” writes
*“In-
stead of having the Fiji steamer call at
Aneityum, as forinerly, they have now a monthly
steamer from Sydney, Australia, to FFila Harbor,
a mile or two from here. This brings our group
more into contact with the outside world. This
steamer comes principally for a cargo of bananas,
which the planters here are beginning to culti-
vate on an extensive scale. At first it seemed
as if & French company would have this trade in
their hands, asthe planters about Fila Harbor,
rmostly French, had made arrangements with
them to send a monthly steamer here. After
they had made two or three shipments, how-
ever, with the result that through carelesness
on board all their bananas spoiled before they
reached Syduey, they iwere so annoyed that they
would not ship any more. The A. N. H. Co., on
the other hand, are giving great satisfaction, as
they manage to carry the bananas in excellent
condition. At present there does not seem
much cause for us to dread French annexation.”

Good News Mr. McKenzie, writing from
From Efate. Efate, New Hebrides, says: “The
work goes on hopefully at Mele, the village
where we encountered such hostility for so
many years. Last Sabbath I dispensed the
Lord's Supper, when twelve natives sat down
for the first time. Five of them were from
Mele. It was with no ordinary feelings that I
baptized and admitted to the church on that
occasion & native who, a few years ago, threat-
ened my life. Another of that number is an old
man belonging to Fila. He was formerly a
chief, and one of those most bitterly opposed to
the introduction of the Gospel in his village.
The Gospel has now a firm hold on that place.
To God be all the glory.

My daughter and I are both very well at
presant.”

Missionaries’ Rev. H. A. Robertson, of Erro-

Wives. manga, writing regarding his
work in Erromanga, says : To-day completes my
two and twenty years here. During all these 22
years I have been the only missionary on this
island. But I am quite in error, for my dear
wife has also been a missionary here during all
those years; and if I have worked hard and
sufiered a good deal and have been exposed to
danger often, she has worked barder, suffered
more and has been exposed to yuite as many
dangers as I have been.

Somehow churches, societies, ete., fall into the
same grievous error of speaking of what this or
that missionary has done, what he has suffered
and what his victories, while his wife who left
home and pareats and all, to aid her husband in
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the work of the church, and for the present and | It really belongs to the Mahommeduns, but mgy

cternal well-being of the poor ignorant heathen,
and has, it may be, bad her once splendid
constitution completely shattered by the con-
stant strain and suflering, and toil, and danger,
of years in a trying climate, where she has had
no society except that of her husband, and has
had to give up her children for years, and yet
one seldom hears one word about it. The
missionary’s wife has the suffering and he gets
ail the glory.”

Mrs, Roberte DMrs, H. A. Robertson, of Erro-
son’s Health. manga, has been in Australia
for the last year or two owing to ill-health.
Mr. Robertson is laboring on in Erromango, and
now his eldest daughter is with him faithfully
trying to fill her mother’s place and share her
father's loncliness. The missionary writes:
What a comfort and help she is to me, and my
only regret is taking her from her mother when
her health is so poor. I have just had a
Jetter from Mrs. Robertson. She is some better,
but unable to go out. Twenty-two years in
Erromanga has completely shattered her once
splendid constitution. Such a long period in
such a climate, enduring such constant strain,
has proven too much for her, and small wonder.
What she endured in this once terrible island
wiil never all be known ULy any in this world
sive ourselves. 'When a dark and bloody plot
was laid in 1879 to kill me while giving some
goods at the door, and then to enter the house
and kill my wife and children, and when I told
it to my brethren at the Mission Synod only a
few months afterward, and it was suggested
that I should write a statement home, [ could
not think of it. My own father was still living
and my wife’s parents, and we could not think
of causing them deep anxiety about our safety.

© But God has not forgotten our sufferings and
dangers in this (not long since) perhaps the
darkest and most savage island in the whole
wide Pacific.

Teachers in  “I settled another teacher and
Erromangn.  his wife, last week, fifteen miles
south of Dillon’s Bay,” writes Mr. Robertson ;
I have new thixty-two settled, and this year
again, my teachers are themselves paying the
salary of two of their number. I have sacrament
next month at my euast station. My health is all
I could wish at present.”

AN IMPORTANT INDIAN CONVERT.
BY REV. DR BUCHANAN.

@UR Missionary in the ancient city of Tjjain,
= Central India, writing to his sister. under
date July 11th, says :—

“To-day isa Hindostani holiday, the Mohorum.

of the low castes join in the show and ~port.

Some boy or man is dressed up like a buflooy
and then, a great crowd if he is at all clever, o
ten to twenty if not very funuy, accompuny by,
about through the city, shouting ** yai imam.”

We are expecting to have something umiwmy
to-day. One of the priests of the city heard the
strect preaching some time ago, as it was being
held in front of his house. He was struck by v
It was especially what Herbert, the lame boy
that Mr. Builder took, who is now a man and 3
joy to us, that attracted his attention.

This man has some two hundred heads of
families as his followers. Up to to-day he has
not let the city know what hismind is. THecame
to me from time to time secretly, like Nicodemus,
telling me that he wanted to know the true way,
to know the truth. He seemed to feel very
much the fact that he was as a teacher, prelend
ing to teach his followers the way to get sal
vation, while he had not got salvation himself.
Herbert has been talking to him regularly fo:
some time past, instructing him &c. He ha
been given books, that are specially helpful i
those enquiring. The man now wants to operly
confess Christ.

If he is true, and I believe he is, he will be, by
the blessing of God, a trumpet in this old city
asleep in its filthy sacredness, that wii! cause
many to think of their ways and turn to the
Lord.

He is a striking man in appearance, tall, well
built, with hislong hair, (Isuppose never touched
by a pair of scissors), braided and wound round
and rouna.his head till it makes a large turban,
his face all marked with yellow and white and
red, emblems of the false religion he is about to
desert forever. As by the spit.t of God oae after
another is led to wash away the signs and in
believing faith accept of the Saviour Christ, s
the great fabric of Hindooism is undermined and
washed away.

When this man is baptized, be, if not we with
him. will experience very bitter persccution.
May the Master prepare us all for what pay
follow, and enable His servants to glorify Him
in the place to which Ie has called us. Ewr
the anger of the mob is better than cool indiffer
ence. Pray for us all, that we may stand fast.

One of the workers on the new hospital is also
secking to be admitted into the Church. Soit
seems the Lord is going to give us a token &
His approval even before the hospital is reads
for the use to which it is to be put. May it
indeecd be so, and to Him be the glory.

We are now fairly into the rains and cons
quently feeling the pleasant change. The rainy
season is delightful after the long drought and
heat, one feels so .auch younger, feels Ik,
shouting just for pure delight.” ;
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pr. smith’s  Rev. J. F. Snith, M.D., of Honan,

Retwrn. and Mrs, Smith, are returning to
Canada for a few months. They sailed from
Kobe, Japan, 12th Sept. He had typhus fever
early last spring. When recovering he was
taken down with pneumonia, and for four
months was unable to wallk. So soon as he
could be moved he was carried in a bed to a
boat, taken down the river, and over to Japan,
where he has been slowly recovering. Writing
August 9, he says: “I get around the house
without difficuity, but cannot walk far outside,
sthough I use no crutch.” It is nearly time
for their furlough in any case, though he
would rather not have to take it just now, and
as sn invalid; but in a consultation with five
doctors, just previous to writing, the unanimous
opinion was that he should not return to China
ssheis. Hesays: ©I trust a few months' rest
will make me all right again,

foundations Look out of the Ruvonrp window
in Honan. on the Victoria tubular bridge,
spanning the mighty St. Lawrence, buaring its
hurrying trains, freighted to and from every
and under the sun. ‘Think of its beginnings,
far in the watery depths, the excavating for a
solid foundation, the tier after tier of masonry,
all invisible, while still the proud strcam flows
deflantly on, until, as the master hand builds
bigber, the waves part in meek submission and
ever after flow helplessly by, as they look up in
impotence at the victor calmly enthroned above
them, linking shore to shore. We see the
wiumph, but the time and toil and danger, hid-
éer, rar, none but the toilers can ever know.

Our pioncers in HHonan bave been doing foun-
dation work, excavating, removing the super-
stition and distrust, seeking to get the confidence
of the people, on which to build their teaching of
the truth. Patiently, perseveringly, at times in
perid of life, they have toiled on. The first
furlougrh season since the founding of the mis-
sion has come round, and some of the toilers are
compelled to come apart amd rest a while.

Reviewing the results of these years, while we
ean thank God and take courage, as we see SO
much done, so much gaining of confidence and
irast,and, in the few zealous converts, an carnest
of the future church in Honan, none but the
workers can ever know all that this foundation
work means. A glad and thankful welcome let
them receive, and a fervent “God be with you,”
3 with renewed health and strength, after their
brief breathing time, they go to build upon the
foundation so ** well and truly laid.”

| Itis stated by Bishop Blyth, the Anglican
| Bishop of Jerusalem, that ¢ about one hundred
thousand Jews have entered Palestine during
the last few years, of whom 65,000 have come
within the last seven years, and the arrival of a
saster host is immineat.”

W. ¥. M. 8. Theannual meeting of this Socicty,
East. beld in Truro, as the RECORD gocs
to press, promises to be g very successful one.

McKay of The North and West, o leading
Formosa. Presbyterian weekly of the United
States, says: “Among the writer’s classmates in
Princeton Seminary was a quiet, retiring, studi-
ous, devout student from Canada. When cou-
versed with, the sparkling eyes, intense manner,
and suppressed voice, witnessed a soul on fire
with a holy ardor. He devoted himself to Mis-
sion work in Formosa. This year, revisiting
Canada, he was chosen Moderator of their Gen-
eral Assembly. He has helped to found sixty
churches and to gather in four thousand con-
verts. His life has been full of incident as well
as work, and trials, opposition, ard persecution,
have come of his glorious successes.

As illustrating what changes havebeen brought
about, may be mentioned his first appearance at
one large city, Bang-Kah, and his last leaving
there before starting for Carada. On the first oc-
casion he was driven from one house by soldiers,
was hooted through the streets, had three other
houses torn down by the furious mob, and was
urged by native and European officials 1o leave
the city. But he persisted and has gathered
there a church and builta large edifice with lofty
spires, where a converted Confucianist ministers.
When last leaving there he was borne in a sedan
chair lined in silk, and was escorted by a proces-
sion in which were three mandarins, five head
men, twenty sedan chairs, six horses and a
throng of people with gongs, drums, and various
other instruments.

When he started from Tamsui, seven hundred
converts had gathered to see Pastor and Mrs.
McKay. Amid the noise of drums and gongs
and firecrackers, guns, and bands of music they
embarked. Three steam launches, one with
foreigners, onc witih mandarins, one with con-
verts, and many small boats, followed them ns
far as they dared. Surely, the ¢ miracles of mis-
sions” may well be cited as evidences of the
divine scurce of Christianity.”

wWaiting in Vain,

An overworked lady missionary, with a larae
number of villages depending upon her for
Christian teaching, once visited a place some
miles from her station znd spoke for an hour to
the people about Christ and his great salvation.
Three months passed before she was able to
visit the same village again, and then how heart-
breakimg was her greeting by the inhabitants:
“We put away our idols after yeur last visit,

and we have waited three months for some one
to come and teach us the right way, but no one
came. We therefore returned to our old gods
again.” What more touching picture could we
have of Indiu's need? Who will come ““to the

help of the Lord against the mighty " —Adwalke.
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A CRY FROM INDIA.
BY REV. J. BUCHANAN, M.D.

R. M. R. Mhow to Ujjain,
July 18, 18M.

@’AEAR M. Scort,—The Presbytery and Coun-
@2 ¢il meetings have been held in Mhow and
are now over. Iam sure you will, like ourselves,
be much disappointed that the F. M. Cotnmittee
should be compelled from want of funds to
decide to make no further advance in the mission
work of our Church.

As we pass along and see before our eyes the
many many towns and cities with no one to tell
them of the Saviour, as we see the time table
posted up for the guidance of travellers on the
new line of railway between Rutlam and Godra,
as we see the new line between Ujjain and
Bhopal being constructed, we are grieved to
think that while the comniercial world moves
on even in these times of depression, the Lord’s
army has to call for a halt. By means of these
railroads large cities are made easily acuessible.
‘The Lord is answering in a wonderful way the
prayers of many people, that He would open
doors to the heathen. Central India is being
opened up to our Canadian Church, roads are
being made to their very houses, and just as the
Lord is doing all this, we tarry in the wilderness
when we might be entering into the promised
land.

“I will give thee the heathen as thy posses-
sion,” Can nothing be done that we need not so
answer the Master’s call? 'We on the field have
been trying to cut d.wn expenditure, in order
that the burden for extra men sent out would
not be so great. We have resolved that, if
necessary, we will still farther distribute the
native agents of the mission, that no extra
expense may be incurred. The Mission Council
has appointed a Building Committee, which is
using every effort to spend to the very best
advantage, the funds of the church so faras they
are entrusted to that Committee. The Foreign
Mission Committee has approved of the appoint-
ment of this Committee, and we firmly believe
that every year much will br ~aved the mission,
if all the buildings are, after sanction of esti-
mates, left in the hands of that Committee. As
Ipass along I see in one field ten ploughs at
work, because the first showers have come and
the flelds arc now prepared for cultivation. It
is a critical time with them. If they do not
plough and sow now, much of the harvest will
be lost. Hence they put every force into the
fleld. So we feel that now is a critical time in
India. We have organized as never before, that
we may have no waste of power. We believe
we have sufficient organization in India, if
rightly distributed, to keep at least two or three
more men profitably equipped. In addition to
the missionaries’ salary, a house is necessary.

At the present very excellent rate of exchange,
a good substantial house, with outhouses &e.
majy be buit for $2000.

Shajanpur on the new Ujjain Bhopal R.R,
with its surrounding villages is about as Jarge
as the city of Hamilton. Could not somw cor.
gregation in Hamilton furnish the salary for ity
missionary? and a building committee b
appointed to co-operate with our buildiug con,
mittee to make a permanent home for a mi<siug
ary in India?

Dhar, Dewas, Mandasur, Meidpur, Kachraud,
Sailana, Jaora, are all large towns and wties,
which should have a missionary.

But perhaps the most inviting and promiii;
field of all is the work among the hill peoplo, the
Bheels. These simple people have not the strong
caste prejudices to overcome, that we find in the
Hindoos. We have long felt that the Churh
was losing the best opportunity presented i,
her by not entering upon the work among the
aborigines of Central India. Throughout India
and Burmah work among these despised ones
has been abundantly rewarded by a rich ingath.
ering. Thandla, a large town on the new Rur
lam Godra R.R. is right in the Bhecl country,
and ought to be occupied by our mission at once.
Sirdarpur. a small contonment, fifty-cight mile.
west of Mhow, is on the borders of thic Bl
territory, and as there is a Bheel regimen
stationed there, it would also be a good peint
from which to carry on work among the people.

While our Church uelays, tares are being sowed
amongst the people by the French fathers.
Yesterday Mr. Russell and myself went out to
Manpur, a town fourteen miles south west ¢f
Mhow (Manpur was formerly the headquarten
of the British Bheel agency, and many Bhecic
are found near this town.) The Roman Cath
olics have followed Mr. Russell to Manjpur, lare
taken up land and are letting it out at a reduced
rate in order to get an influence over the peopie.
They have purchased a small house, that usud .o
belong to the government, about four nuie
farther into the Bheel country and are evidently
prepared to push on ss fast as they can into th
inviting field. But the strategic points ar
Thandle and Sirdarpur. These we ought
occupy without delay. The commander in
charge of Sirdarpur, Col. Burne, invited usto
come and he would help us in every way fe |
could. If some congregation will send the wan,
we could supply native assistants withe :
additional cost to the mission.

May the Lord stir up some congregation to
send the word to these outcastes of Central
India! We shall be glad to furnish more par
ticusare with regard to this matter to any one
moved to the help of these prepared people.

Yours in the Master's service.
J. BUCHANAN.
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Ghurch Rotes and Hotices.

INDUCTIONS.

Mr. E. Smith, into Middle Musquodoboit,
Halifax Pres., 28 August,

Mr. Wilksie, into First Ch., Eramosa, 6 August.

Mr. A. H. Kippan, into Knox Ch., Tara, 14 Aug.

Mr. Donby, into N. Augusta, 14 August.

Mr. T. A. Watson, into Alma and Cumnock,
Guelph Pres., 28 August.

Mr. C. W. Gordon, into West End Church,
Winnipeg. A

Mr. John Buchanan, into Uptergrove.

Mr. John Muir, into Grimsby, 20 Sept.

Mr. Andrew McNabb, into Whitechurch and
Langside, Maitland Pres., 30 August.

Mr. J. M. McLeunan, into Winslow, Quebec
Pres., 12 Sept.
' AMr. Slimmon, ordained at Toronto, 13 Sept., as
. missionary to Honan.

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. J. D. McGillivray of Clifton, Truro Pres.

Mr. James Steven of Hurcourt and Millbranch,
\liramichi Pres.

Mr, Stewazt of N. Easthope, ete.

OBITUARIES.

Rev. Edward Grant was born at Green Hill,
Pictou, 4th June, 1842, and after completing his
studies for the ministry in the Presbyterian
College, Halifax, he was licensed, and on the 26th
Qct. 1869, ordained at Kempt and Walton, Nova
Scotia. On the 17th Dec. 1872, he was called to
Upper Stewiacke to succeed the late Rev. Prof.
Smith, D.D., and from that, on the 10th Feb. 1891,
to Middle Musquodoboit, to succeed the late Rev.
Dr. Sedgewick. After a year and a half of slow
wasting illness he fell asleep 30th August.

Rev. A, 'W. HERDMAN, was born at Rattray,
Seotland, of which his father was then minister,
on the 5th Sept. 1823, was ordained in 1848 as &
missionpary from the Church of Scotland to Nova
Scotia, and shortly after his arrival was settled
in St. Andrew Church, Pictou, where he labored
for more than thirty years. Some years since he
accepted a call to succeed his brother in his
father’s old parish in Rattray, where he labored
until his retirement a few months ago. At the
ageof nearly seventy-twoyearshe hasgone torest.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Gle boro.—Hoiland, {. Oct. 7.30 p.m.

L¢ don, adjd. mtg., Ist Ch., 9 Oct., 11 a.m.

Mc.ifreal.—Pres. College, 2 Oct. 10 a.m.

Paris.—Paris, 16 Oct. 10.30 a.m.

Quebec.—Richmond, 13 Nov. 4.20 p.m.

Toronto.—St. And. 1st Tuesday every month.

STATED COLLECTIONS FOR THE SCHEMES.

The General Assembly has directed that the
Stated Collections for the Schemes of the Church,
in congregations where there are no Missionary
Associations, be nvade as follows :—

French Evangelization 4th Sab. July.

Home Mission, 4th Sab. August.

Colleges, 3rd Sab. September.

Minister’s Wid. and Orphan’s Fund, 3rd Sab. Oct.

Assembly Fund, 3rd Sab. Nov.

Manitoba College, 3rd Sab. Dec.

Augmentation Fand, 3rd Sab. Jan.

Aged and Infirm Min. Fund, 3rd Sab. Feb.

Foreign Missions, 3rd Sab. March.

Directed also, that all congregations and Mis-
sion stations be enjoined to contribute to the
schemes of the Church.

Further, that contributions be sent to the
agents of the Church as soon as possible affer

. the collections are made.

Fiterary Fotires,

PEOPLE'S AND LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD,
by Rev. A. McLean Sinclair, of Belfast, P.E.1.,
is a neat well packed volume of 250 ]%uges. Two
thirds of the book is devoted to ‘‘The peoples
and nations of the world,” their origin, numnbers,
location, character, customs, &c. ; while the last
third treats of ‘‘The lnn&rmges of the world,”
their origin, structure, classification, aflinities,
&ec. It gives in clear, concise form, the result
of a very wide range of study and research, and
has no “padding.” Sent to any address, by
Hazard & Moore, Charlottetown. P.E. 1. or
Foster Brown, Montreal. Price $1.00.

TAE NEW ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, or the
marvels of modern missions, is & series of
lectures upon the foundation of the *Dufl
Missionary Lectureship,” delivered in Scotland,
in February and March 1893, by Rev. A, 'I. Pier-
son, The idea of the book is to show how the
Acts of the Apostles is lived over again in the
mission history of our times. Itis divided into
six parts, 1. “The New Links of Mission
History.” 2. ‘““The New Apostolic Succession.”
3. “The New Vision and Voices.” 4. * The New
Converts and Martyrs.” 5. ** Signs and Wonders.”
6. “ New Motives and Incentives.,” A most
interesting and instructive missionary volume,
pp. 430. Published by the Baker, Taylor Co.,
5 and 7 E. 16th St., New York.

WaLks AND TALKS IN TBE GEOLOGICAL FIELD,
by Alexander Winchell, LL.D, late Prof. of
Geology &c., in the University of Michigan, is
one of the books of the Chataqua Literary and
Scientific Circle. In forty-nine walks and talks,
written in a picturesque, grapiaic style, the
reader is taken through a very pleasant, profit-
able, and complete course in Geology. The
book is recomumended by a council of six, for
Chataqua readers, ppY. 350. Flood and Vincent,
150 Fifth Ave., New York.

FroM CHAUCER TO TENNYSON, twith 29 port-
raits and selections from 30 authors, by Henry
H. Beers, Prof. of English Literature in Yale
University, is one of the books recommended by
a council of six for the Chataqua Literary Circle.
It ig divided into eight chapters, and in brief,
vivid, lucid style sketches English Literature
from 1068-1893, pp. 300, Flood and Vincent, The
Chataqua Century Press, 150 Fifth Ave,, N.Y.

RENAISSANCE AND MODERN ART, by Wm. H.
Goodyear, M.A., Lecturer on the History of Art
in the Cooper institute, ete., and author of a

-number of leading works in Ancient and Modern

Art, pp. 300, on fine paper, with over 200 illustra-
tions, Reeommended by a Council of six, for the
Chataqua Literary and Scientific Circle. Flood
& Vincent.

EUuroPE IN_ THE NINETEENTE CENTURY, by
Harry Pratt Judson, LL.D., Head Professor of
Political Science in the University of Chicago.
1t is divided into seven parts. Part I. The First
Revolution, Reconstruction of Central Europe;
Part 11. The Reaction and the Second Revolu-
tion; Part II1. The Third Revolution, Recon-
structing Central Europe ; Part IV. The British
Empire, Reconstruction without Revolution ;
Part V. The Reconstruction of Eastern Europe;
Part VI. The Minor Powers ; Part VII. To-Day.
A masterly survey, beautifully printed, ful oogi
illustrated. One of the Chataqua books. Fl
& Vincent.
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Ghe family Girele,

APPRECIATION.

They strewed flow ers so thick above his grave
{‘here was not room {or more,

Unstinted were the words of praise they gave,
And many wept him sore. K

Yet he had lived among them many years
Nor had he ever known,

‘The oft desired sympathy of tears,
Or the inspiring tone.

‘They had been very quick to note the flanw«
That marred his daily life.

Alas, they seldom sought to know the canse,
Or aid him in his strife.

What did it matter that he nightly grieved
O’er faults that yet were stroni?

Or that aﬁxinst great odds he still believed
In right, instead of wrong?

‘What though he hungered for some word of
And longed for loving smiles? [praisc?

Unhelped they let him climb life’s steepest ways.
And grope through weary miles.

But when his ears were deaf, and blind his eyes,
Then did they speak him fair;

Did all their wakened kindness could devise,
And left love's tribute therc.

O friends, if in your hearts there is to-day,
Some little love for me,

Wait not to speak it o’er iny coffined clay,
‘When I shall heedless be.

Give me while living of the love I crave,
And if ye must condemn,

Speak yom harsh censures o'er my open grave,
When I am dead to them.

T shall not nced your praises then, but now
Even a tender touch,
Although I may not know just why or how,
Hath power to help so much.
Bury me if you will in poor estate,
I shall not count it wrong,
But give me love in life, nor let me wait
In loneliness so long.
R. W. in Evan.

THE MODEL CHRISTIAN.

A live Christian takes abundance of exercise.
‘Too many members in our churches are dry-
rotted with utter inactivity, like some of the
old frigates chained up to the dock in the navy-
yard., One essential to a zood working Christian
is staying power. We have plenty who are
veady to bustle about while the novelty lasts, or
willing to do what they are bribed to: but

1
'

i

**well-doing ™ comes to nothing unless there be -

“ putient continuance ™ in it through all weather.

Too much of the so-called Christian work in
ourland ends ina spasniodic spurt of enthusiasm.
An  able-hodied.  able-hearted,  long-winded
worker, who labors on, vear in and year out,

from sheer love of it. is a priccless treasure in | this condition till "csum
His inner life 1s hid with €Christ ; 1 you never should have laid aside.”

any church.
his outward life is an irresistible argument for
Christianity, and a reservoir of blessings to the
community. He is prayerful ; he is patient ; he
is ‘pcrsevering ; heis phxlanthmvic
ful with the indwelling of the Holy
These five P's constitute the model of the live
Christian.—Sel.

P

POWER OF INFLUENCE.

That hasty word, that word of pride and ~Corn,
flung from my lips in casugl company, prodyces
a mome. tary depression ; and thatis all. N, g
isnot all. It deepened that man's disgus o
godliness ; and it :,lmr;)cncd the edge of iha
man'’s sarcasm ; and it shamed that half-con e
ed one out of his penitent misgivings : an g
produced an influence, slight but eternal. un the
destiny of an_imnortal life. Oh, it isa terrible
power that I have-—this power of influence: and
it clings to me, I cannot shake it off. Itisbym
with me; it has grown with my growth. and
strengthened with my strength: ?t': speaks, it
walks, it moves ; it is powerful in every luok of
my eye, in every word of my lips, in ever. act of
my life. I cannot live to myself. —~ W. M. Pausho,

THE BACKSLIDER'S EXPERIENCE.

NE of our busy bankers, ever ready to turna

< listening car to the cry of a soul for light,

however pressing his secular work, was inter-

rupted by a mechanic, who entered his office

evidently borne down by a heavy burden. His

first remark was : “ Mr.—— I amn bad oft. [am
breke. I must have help.”

Of course our banker expected to be asked for
pecuniary aid. ‘* Tell me what you need. Are
you in financial straits ¢°

‘ Worse than that,” was the reply: “ Iama
sgiritual bankrupt I and tears and sobs shouk
the strong man as he sat in the presence of Lis
friend the personification of grief.

The story he told has its thousands of counter-
parts. Said he : ‘‘ Myself and wife are members
of the — church. We have not been inside it<
walls for more than two years. I have drift.a
out. and away into darkness, and I am at unrest.
Will you, can you help me 2™

‘ But tell me the cause of the backsliding
Where did the departure begin, and what has
brought vou to me in such a condition ™

“ Well,” said he, “my little girls were at
church last Sabbath. On their return, I asked
as to the lesson of the evening. Their reply was
* Prayer,” and turning to me, one of the dear
pets said with such appealing look : * Papa, zou
used to pray withus ; whydon't you now ! This

uestion for three days has sounded in ms cars
ay and niﬁht.. I cannot sieep. Iam at unrest.
What shall I do?”

“ Where did you leave off "

“With the omission of family prayer. At
first, morning devotions were omitted. "I wasin
haste to get to my work. I excused myself e
cause of the lack of time. Then, at evening. |l

- gradually left off' the habit, on the plea of wear

iness, or some other excuse The negleet of
Sabbath service foilotwed, till at last I am here.
with no rest, no comfort, no peace. Neither
wife nor myself have been to church for two
years.”

The practical an~wer of the banker was:
‘ Begin where you left off. Commence to night.
Call your family together and pray with them.”
“But I cannot; it is far harder than ai the
rat.”

* Very well, if you will not do this you will
have no rest, and T hope you will continuein
a_resume the daty which

With a few kindly words they parted, but ne
till the tired soul had made the promise desired.
The burden was taken up. Duty became a plea-

; he is power- { sure. New life and joy came to the household.
pirit. ! and with loving harmony the family are now

walking upward toward their Father's house—
Congregationalist.
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HOME VICTCRIES.

There’s many a battle fought daily
‘The world knows nothing about :
There's many a brave little soldier
Whose stren%tl.h puts a legion to rout.
.And he who fights sin single-handed
1s more of a hero, I say,
""han he who leads soldiers to battle.
And conquers by arms in the fray.—Sel. l

ONLY A STEP TO JESUS. !

“Only a Step to Jesus ” we sing, and do we
stop to think how many times we fail to take
wat step through prayer, and so_are weighed

. down by our heavy burdens that He would help
- yscarry, are beset by sins that He would help
- us conquer ? L
. Only a step to Jesus, O ! Christian, but many
of these prayer-steps are necessary every day if |
we would live hupg)y, Jjoyous lives for Hinm and |
in Him, for the world, the tlesh and the devil are
¢ever tempting us away. Only a step to Jesus,
weary one, and yuu receive new strength to!
ficht life’s battles. .
Ornly a_step, discouraged one, and you receive |
new faith and hope.

; Forget the temptations. I'u

THINGS TO FORGET.

" If you would increase your happiness and pro-
wng your life, forget your neighbor's faults.
FForget all the slander you have ever heard.

et the faultfinding,
and give a little thought to the cause which pro-
voked it. Forget the peculiarities of your
:riends, and only remem the good {)oint,\
which make you fond of them. Forget all per
sunal quarrels or histories you may have heard
by accident, and which, if repeated, would seen:
a thousand times worse than they are. Blot out
as far as possible all the disagreeables of life ;
they will come, but they will only grow larger
when you remember them, and the constant
theught of the acts of meanness, or, worse still,

l malice, will only tend to make you more familiar

with them. Qblliterate everything disagreeable

] from yesterday, start out with a clean sheet for

to-day, and write upon it for sweet memory’s
sake only those things which are lovely aud
lovable.—Pres. Mess.

A WORD FITLY UNSPOKIEN.
“ A word fitly spoken is like apr]es of gold i1
pictures of silver.” To what shall we compare

_Only a step, lonely one, and the loving Jesus l the fitly unspoken word! What pictures of
is with you, to comfort and to bless. ! horror would never have had existence if certain
Only a step, perplexed one, and you reccive | words had not been spoken. A great many per-
Heavenly wisdom. . ! . ' sons are not so endowed that they can rise to
Only a stepa ‘}"3"‘?9"‘38 do?ie' l“;‘g you agan ! the noble occasion with nobly -fitting utterance,
daé?l)m ae 3:2“ t(})xoueghhutsf{l?%ne gned e!sc;v(x)a‘.il' life is ! ;V h]onc?rr(;nl‘) )spgix‘x:o;:lr:} ta\’:gn‘l‘: se Judguent re-
J SR A N Ta! B K110, 1 v .
B it o i you Lo (10| LYo weas theonly peron, the sompuay.
ip stians—.Jesus 1s y ' said Mrs. Bentley to Mrs. Price, * who said
(Snl siep with Jesus, aged ope o the i | phing you conld rogrr 1t was ey Knd
over Death’s dark stream, like Saint Christopher ‘“.;; ;1;;3 ‘l?utol g&’;% s}i?"\f;\‘;:ff :ﬁ’gx’.‘w:‘%cﬁt
b thelegend. O! what light and love and joy ! yad left some things she said, unspoken.”
yond, when with His glory face to face. i Mrs. Price was 50 much pleased with the com-
liment Mrs. Bentley paid her that she could not
ceep from telling it to Lier best friend.
T . 3 ** 1 bave tried so hard o govern my tongue,”
Prove_that a Christian life can be lived one i she said, *“and it has so many times ot away
dsy, and you prove that it can be lived forever. with me, and the finst I knew. words passed m)
No religion is worth a row of pins that does | lips tbhat I so regretted afterward to have
not make its possessor better. spoken. But on this occasion I did preservea
Fellowship with Christ cannat be erioyed by | smiling, and what I intended to be an agreeable.
those who seek happiness in their own way. ! silence. So many times I have come home from
Wlhenever you have a trial, it means that God | social gatherings, and been taken to task by my
istrving to show you how ta become a better | conscience for frivolous or unkind or unworthy
Christian. i expressions, that I've almost resolved not to go

LINES OF TRUTH.

If mothers could dic for their children, no |
;.na;i's life would be in danger while his mother |
ived. H

One of the hardest things to get the sinner to
endenstand is that he doesn’t bave to pay any
thing for his sulvation.

You had better let a thief come into your
bouse and carry off what he will than toleta,
wicked thought come into your heart and stay.
_Arevival never breaks out ina church while
itis up to its eyes in popular amusements.

Alazy man is always complaining that heis
orerworked.

Saying ** Thy kingdom come ™ from the heart
will muke every man some kind of a missionary.

Every time a’sinner has a chance to repent and
goesn’t do it the devil runs his claws into hima
iittle decper.

The devil leads the man who is not living for
st zood object.

It is only when the church ceases to need
toney that the members are released from their
onh%ntion to give according to ability.

“ In his favor is life ; weeping may endure for
2night, but joy cometh in tgc morning.—Sel.

into company again.’

** John is dreadfully conceited,” said a young
man of one of his college mates, ** but he is very
smart, and he has been very much spoiled by
friends. One day he was almost insafferably
aggressive, and 1 was on the very edge of makings
a cutting remark o prick the bubble of his con-
ceit. but thought better of it, and didn’t make it.

, Next day hesaid, * T hear, Fred, that you would

tike to be secretary for Pref. G.;” and largely
through his influence 1 secured the position.”

The unspoken word in this case won for
** Fred " a place by which he was enabled to pay
his way throuxzh college.

“Miss B. has been 2 guest in my house a
week, and in ali that time I haven't heard her
meake a single silly remark. She isa very un-
common -‘young woman.” And yet Miss B. was
by nomeans very highly endowed with anything
beyond comimon sense and a conscientious desire
to do right.

All the instances above given are negutives.
Great is the power of positives. Great also is
the power of negatives. Powerful is the fitly an-
spoken word.—Christian Advocate.
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GLEANINGS.

The only way to keep from back sliding is to\

keep stepping forward.

Some one says: ‘The curse of covetousness is at
the bottom of socialism.

Wl}ut, is defeat ¢ Nothing but education ;
nothing hut the first step to something better.—
Wendell Phillips.

The preacher makes a mistake who tries to
put more gospel in bis preaching than he does
in his practice.

He that passeth by and meddleth with strife
belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a
dog by the ears.

Happiness is a perfume you cannot pour on
others without getting a few drops of it your-
self.—Forward.

No indulgence of passion destroys the spiritual
nature so much as respectable selfishness.—
George Macdonald.

There is only one objection ‘o people who
‘““mean well " and that is, they never tind time
to carry out their meaning.

Twelve years ago the natives of the Upper
Congo had never seen a stcamboat.

is a tleet of twenty steamers on the upper river,

‘ Never bear more thai one kind of troulde at
a time,” soine people bear three kinds—all they
have had, all they have now and all they expect
to bave.”

No one can ask honestly or hopefully to be
delivered fromn temiptation unless he bas him-
self honestly and firnuly determined to do the
best he can to kecp out of it.—Ruslin.

It is estimated that duringg this * century of
missions " for e¢very Christian won from the
heathen by spiritual birth seventy have been
added to the heathen by natural birth.

“If we spend less time searching for the .
mistakes of Moses and more trying to avoid the

mistakes of our own lives, neither Moses nor
we wouid suffer by the change.”

When the Queen of Madapascar closed the

drink-shiops in herkingdom, aud the ex-publicans -

asked for compensation. She replied, ** Compen-
~ite those you have wronged. and I will pay the
halance.”

Hold fast to love. If men wound your heart,
Jet. them not svur or embitterit: let them not
shut up or narrow it; Jet them only depend on
it more and more. and be always able to say,
with Paul: ** My heart is enlarged.”—F. W K.

« Mixnionary Tidings ™ gives the following defi-
nition nf the difference between the heathen at
home and the heathen abroad :—* The former

are, in a very large measure, heathen from '

choice, while the latier are heathen from neces
sity.”

The mioral nature. like the intellectual. is
developed by exercise.  We receive more grace
in proportion as we improve what we have. The
talent Jaid up in a uspkin never multiplies. It
is only the talent that is used that becomes five
talents or even two.

In China a certaun Christian baker has written
on the baskets iu wlich hisx customers’ bread is
carried these words, * Jesus Christ appeared in

the norld 1844 vears ago.” This writing makes |

peopie questibn him, and he has au opporinnity of
preiching the Gospel.—The Missionary Reviaw.

Now there !

! We avoid discussion, said a missionary
India who had baptized 1400 converts. W q
not revile their gods and goddesses. But wigg
i deep compassion we present Christ the Savioy
of sinners, We tell them of the terrible effec
of sin, and the marvellous love which sent Gods
Son to save. ;

We need Individual Giving.
: of you lay in store.” Cor. 16.
; to teach their children to give.”
We nced Systrmutic Giving *“ Upon the tire
day of the week.” :
We need Proportionate Giving.

3 has prospered you.”

“Let every cn
Parents ouply;

“ As (i

| If you don't like the churches, go in and mak.
. thene better, but do not become a grumbner
, Keep yourself aloof from that class of peopne. for
it is the easiest sort of thing to find fanli. aAny
stupid man can do that, but it takes a sman
man te make things better. When a man iwag,
to grumble and nnd fault you can size inm up
for a light weight right away.—D. L. Moody.

“In one gutter I saw a pig; in the other, the
semblance of a man. The pig was suber; th-
man was drunk. The pig had a ring in his nose .
the other animal bad one on his finger. The pir
 grunted ; so did the man. I said, aloud. * W
are known by the company we keep*; and the
, big heard me, and walked away, ashamed 1o o
see’r in the company of the drunken nwn.”

A Chinaman who wished to be baptized. wher,
asked where he had heard the Gospel, said tha;
he hed never heard it, but thit he had scen .
A poor man in Ningpo, who had been an wpur..
smoker and a man of violent temper, had oo
a Christian and his whole life had been changed.
He had given up his opium and had lccome
loving and amiable. *So,” xaid his neighbor,
‘I have seen the Gospei and I want to bea
Christian, too.”"—Christiun Worl.

One of the Lest ways to solve doubts is w0
engage in Christian work. Doing makes things
clear.  Activity in soul-saving labors brings hope
and cheer to m:my a doubti:ys Thomas. Asons
sces others coming into the light of a Saviours

»ardon and love, his own faith sirengthens. anc
iis experience brightens.  Promises grow muie
precious, and greater grace is infused, when one
can trust God more in the dark, and advance
unto richer and broader expericnces.— FPres.

The *“ whedl,” as it is called, must be countes
as one of thie enemies of the Sabbath. No one
can avoid tiie conclusion, as he looks on the lens
procession of ** exvelists,” as they puur vut ona.
the ronds leading from our gieat cities on tae

. Lond's Day. that in this way, the desecration of
the holy day has been vastly increased. >me
pastors have tried the experiment of wur:
the riders on bicycles to _church by provi .msa
place for their * wheels ™ while at the enur .
services, tut as a ruile, waueeltien, when otit ot 2
' * run,” do not care for church.— 2?4l Pres.

‘The total missionary gifts of Christendom fur
1803, is estimated by the Missionary Reiar v
| the World at $14,713.677, besides one and% hai
! millions of dollars raised from the missien dield
itself. The total missionary force it estamates
at 58,148, the greater part of these. of cotirse
being unordained native helpers. There are iz
the world 16,602 mission stations, 1,031t .m
municants of mission churches in foreign jangs
and 2744955 native Christians. There were
. added last vear to these mission chinrches 3.
, 553 souls.
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Yufernational S. §. Lessons,

14 October.
The Dranght of Fishes.

les. Luke 5:1-11 Gol. Text, Matt. 1:22
Mem. vs. 4-6. Catechism Q. 97.

Crossing the high table land eastward from
\azareth, one comes, after a journey of some
ffieen miles, to a descent, and below and before
+im & few miles away, lies a lzke, Gallilee, about
sdozen miles long by half as broad, with the
Jordan running into the upper end and out the
tower end of it. The shores are for the most
prt billy, but on the upper ieft hand side, some
three miles long, is a low flat plain, Gennessaret,
running back balf a mile from the water's edge.

At the upper end of it is Capernaum, Peter’s
home, and the town that Jesus made the centre
of His work for 18 months. The lake in Christ's
ume was alive with Loats, while towns and
villazes lined the shore.

Itis in the beginning of the second year of
Christ's ministry, the year in Gallilee, the first
wasspent largely in Judea. The disciples who
udbeen with Him in Judea, had gone back
tome to Capernaum for a few wecks fishing.

1tis April, 2 couple of months after last lesson,
when He was driven from Nazareth.

itis morning. The fishermen’s day was night,
and the two boats of the four disciples are drawn
zpon the beach, near Cape.naum, their home,
wg:ile the fishers are cleaning and mending their
2843 before the day's sleep and rest.

Jesus has been teaching from tglace to place
since He was driven from Nazareth a few weeks
wfore, and this morning He comes along the
p!zin. a crowd following Him here as every-
where.

Stc{)piug into Peter's boat, He asks him to push
o a little and sits down as teachers used to do.
'ihecrowd lines the shore and He preaches to
ibem.

Tne sermon is finished. The people wait.
“Shove off further into deep water and let down
soarnet.” “All night have we fished,” says Peter,
1d caught nothing, as if he would say, there is
.::_ﬁe t;zsq. trying further, but since you bid it I
will try. .

The net is cast. Now it is full. They call
Jsmes and John to help. The other boat shoves
I Both are loaded down to the water's cdge,
1d the wondering crowd looks on as the boats
sre carefully worked ashore.

Now <ee Peter, he realizes that God is indeed
ire, and so oppressed is hc with a sense of
aaworthiness, that he forgets to thank Him for
e fishes, and falls before Him; *‘depart from
2¢, I am not worthy to bave you near me, for I
1 3 sinful man, O Lord.” Cbrist speaks com-
intably te hivg, “{ear not, you shall catch men,
33 Misery (0 hope and heaven.”

_Toen they left once more their fishing to
»oome in a special manner co-workers with %iim.

L When at their daily duties Christ came to
wam andrcatled them to higher work.

% We should obey Christ’s commands whether
s2can sce the good of doing so or not.

.3 Without Christ, they toiled and took noth-
2z2: with Him, a great multitude of fishes; so
=ith winning men to holiness.

4 When we feel that God is near how it
tambles us.

3. All disciples of Christ should be fishers of

en

zen,
& Insecking o win men expect great thin
from Christ. i P £

21 October.
A Sabbath at Caperuncm.
Les. Mark 1:31-34. Gol. Text, Mark 1:22
Mem. vs. 27, 28. Catechism Q. 98.

The first year of Christ’s ministry, the year of
beginnings, was spent chiefly in Juded. The
most of the second year, the year of develop-
menty, was spent in Gaililee, and during that
time he made Capernaum His headquarters, and
perhaps Peter's house His home. .

This 28th of April, the Sabbath following the
great catch of fish, was near the beginning of
that second year. Jesus with the four disciples,
who the grevious week had left their boats and
followed Him, went, as His custom was, to nublic
worship. Being called upun to speak e
addressed the meeting. The people listened
astonished.

There was a man in Church who had yielded
himself so long to sin that an evil spirit had
taken complete possession of Him and ruled His
will so that when he nttered words it was the
evil spirit that spuke. It is almost certain that
demonaical possession never tool ({)Ia,ce except
in the case of those who had yielded themselves
tong and grossly to sin. The demon in this man
now cried out through him * Let usalone.” This
is the way that evil men always cry out against
Christian workers, temperance workers, &c.

This one cried out against Christ, but inreality
he helped Christ and hurt himself, for by his cry
he bore testimony that Christ was Divine, gave
an opportunity for showing Christ's power in
casting him out, and was driven from the man
whom he had held captive. The people wondered
at the teaching, and wondered still more at the
power.

When the service was over Jesus went with
Peter to his housc. Peter's mother-in-law _had
been taken down with a malignant fever. They
told him about it. He went in, took ber hand
in sympathy, but His sympathy means help, for
she rose healed, well, and strong, and at once
busied herself prcparini food for them,

Meantime those who had been dt Charch when
the demon was cast out, had told their neigh-
bors of it, and so soon as the sun was set and
their Sabbath was past, everybody came bringing
their sick folk.

What a sight! Al kinds of sickness, borne in
arms, in litters, &c., from all directions, strean:-
ing towards Peter’s home. Then what a leaping
up and embracing and rolling up of couches, and
;zﬁ;d groups streaming off homeward.

Thus came to a close the greatest day Caper-
paum ever knew. That night would see little
sleep there, except perhaps on the part of the
wearied Saviour.

1. On Sabbath Christ always sought the place
of worship. The Christ.like will do the same,
and they will always find Him there.

2. The-devil in the hearts of men still cries out.
against faithful preaching. Preaching that
pleases everybody is not Christ’s kind.

3. Christ ix mightiest and still casts out the
evil spirits of sel?xshncss, Frido‘ passion, &c

4. How carnest werc the people in bringing
their friends to Christ for healing. So shoul
we be with our friends for spiritual kealing.

3. How anxious diseased ones were to get to
the healer. So should it be with sin's disease.

6. The sick had to wait tili others broanght
them. Now, whosoever will may come.

9. The Saviour's hand in sympathy and help-
fulness is ever stretched out to the sinniug,
sorrowing, suffering ; those who take it in trust-
ful fnith are helped and healed. Have you
trusted Him for healing {rom sin ¢
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28 Oct rber.
A Paralytic Healed,
Les. Mark 2; 1-12 Gol. Text, Mark 2: 10.
Mem. vs. 9-12. Catechism Q. 99.

After the Sabbath of last lesson Jesus rose
carly and went away alone for prayer, and then
taking his four disciples, he went, during May
and June, o1 a missionary tour through Gallilee.
Of that tour we know but little.  He then
returned to Capernaum, where the event of
to-dxys lesson took place.

He was probably either in the house of Peter,
or of his mother and brethren. The news
spread. The people gathered and He began to
speak to them.

‘I'here was a man in Capernaum who had not
been healed on that great Sabbath a few weeks
before. His disease, paralysis, here called palsy.

aralysis was formerty used with a wide range
of meaning, including diseases such as cramps,
lockjaw, &c. It was usually reckoned incurable.
Perhaps he did not hear of Christ in time, or he
may bave thought not worth while goix;g. and
so missed the healing. But wwhen he heard after-
wards of what had heen done, how he would
mourn what he had missed, and long for Christ’s
return,

One day news comes that the great Rabbi is
near. Take me to Him. His friends hurriedly
prepere a litter, and set out for the house, From
all quarters the crowd is gathering, and when
they reach it the street is packed.

\What shall they do? They must reach Him.
Going round to the rear of the house they climb
the outside stair. The house is built around
three sides of a court-yard, over which is a light
covering, ensily removed, essily repaired, and
any slight damage, those who brake it would
easily make good.

They let the sick man down before Jesus. The
falling dust and dirt would certainly be some
inconvenience, but all that He sees is the faith.

It would appear that this man's discase had
heen caused by sin, for Christ’s first word as he
looked at him was. “ Thy sins be forgiven thee.”

‘To Christ, the sin. the cause, was worse than the -

result, the diseasc.

Some who were there, after all His miracles,
began to find fault and accuse Him of blasphemy.
‘T'o prove to them that He had power to forgive
sin, He healed the disease and the man went
forth well.

1. Sin deadens the moral sensibilities.

2. How often men, by refusing to listen to
€hrist and conscience, paralyze the will, and be-
come, humanly speaking, hopeless.

3. How many do not come to Christ when He
is near and too late they mourn their folly.

4. When men are determined to come to Christ
nothing can keep them back.

5. It is the duty of friends to bring their friends |

to Jesus.
G. Christ has power and will to forgive sin.

4+ Nevember.
Jesas Lord of the Sabhath.
Les, Mark 2: 2398: 3:1-3. Gol. Text, Mark 2: 28,
Mem. vs. 3-5. Catechism Q. 100.

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.
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the grain grew up close to the path. The Ly
allowed them to pull another’s grain to appeuse
hunger, but not to put a sickie into it.

They were probably on their way home fron
the morning scrvice in the synagogue.

The Rabbinnical law commanﬁeg that thisser
vice should be observed fasting, and now they
were hungry on the way home. and began pulling
ears of grain aud eating them.

There were others walking with them, Phun.
sees, who hated Him because His teaching re.
provedtheirevil lives,and they were only tooglag
to charge His followers with breaking t?)o law.

‘“Their law forbade reaping and threshing,
and they claimed that pulling grain was a kind
of reaping, and rubbing it a%:ixid of threshing.
and complained to Christ that His disciples were
breaking the law by doing labor on the Sabbath
day. Christ answered them from their own
Scriptures as he answered Satan from Scriptures
when He attempted to quote them.

Tht‘e same atcern&;)n, or on a later ESa:;’bba:h. He
went again into the synagogue. rer to find
fault they watched Him. ’l‘hegi? small souls were
ready to complain if Christ gave healing to the

ox('i man whom they saw there with his lifeless
and.

His tender eyc soon sought out the one why
needed help. He called him forth. He looked
at himi necding help, and looked at them, hard
and fault-finding, and put to them a question
which showed them how wrong they were; 2nd
in pity for their blindness on the one side, and
for his want on the other, wrought His work of

merc{.
1. The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.

2. The Sabbath was made for man, not for his

pleasure but for his profit. **lt was made for
man’s whole nature, for body and soul, for physi.
cal rest, for mental and social improvement, for
his moral and spiritual growth, aund for his
eternal salvation; and a religiows obserrance of
the Sabbath is besl fitted to promote all thes.
They treat man as nothing but an anima! whe
advocate the nse of the Sabbath for mere physical
recreation and pleasure.”
. Workingmen are agitating for shorter hours of
labour. The Sabvath is God's plan for lessening
i+ human toil, and in many places workinzmen ar
| beginning to realize this.

THE SABBATH IS NECESSARY FOR MAN,

! 1. Man needs rest for the body. The working.
, men need the Sabbath to give them freedom and
| enlargement. There can be no permanent siavess
! or oppression or degradation, where tiwe Sabbath
, rights are reserved to all men and women who
. are employed by others. A holy Sabbath day
| is the jubilee of freedom.”

!¢ 1t is of great value for ifs mendo! training
The study of the highest themes, the .ocial dis
cussion of them in the Sabbath Schoul. tte in-
struction from the pulpit, is of great value. A
man of 60 years, has, since his tenth year, had
2,600 Sabbath days, over seven ycars of them.
Let him spend them studying the best of books
and thinking on the highest themes, and he can-

| not fail tobecome intelligentand cultured. " What

This lesson tells of two collisions with regard ; a fearful waste if they are spent idly. or worse!

to the Sabbath, one in the field the other inthe
synagoguc.

It was in the early sninmer, about the middle
of the second year of His ministry, the year of
developments, in or-near Capernaum, the centre
for near eighteen months of His Gallilean minis-

try.
One Sabbath morning Jesns and His four dis- I
Pm.in. Asy e
ences and | take away its blessing from others.”

ciples were oing through a field of
to-day, in Palestine, there were no

3. ** Because man needs it as a day for moral
training and instruction ; a day for teaching men
about. their duties, for looking at life from 3
moral standpoint.” )

4. “Because man needs it to care {or his

spiriiual nature, to lift up his soul into the
higher realms, to prepare for immortal life.”

“ Since the Sabbath was made for man. i.e. for
all men, we must so keep the Sabbath as not to
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BE MORE GENTLE.

A well-known member of the House of Com-
mons, who died a few years ago, said towards
the close of his life that if he were called again
to go over former lines of thought, he would bear
himself more gently, in a more modest, kindly
and charitable spirit than he once did. How
often we hear of something similar to this being
uttered by people as they draw near to the bound
of life.

Young men often think they must be very
stern and strenuous, very hard and heroic, and
must brand evils unfinchingly, no matter who is
hurt in the process. They have much self-con-
fidence, and are very sure that whatever does
pot commend itself to their judgement or taste
is an evil that shculd be summarily put down,
So they impinge with violence against a great
many people, and create much unnecessary lx !

feeling. But when they are older grown and
understand human nature better, they begin
slowly to realize what blunders they have made.
“They see it wouid have been better not to have
pushed with such fierceness or condemned with
such severity. We rarely feel that we have been
too gentle and modest, too charitable and kindly.
—Zion's Herald.

CHEERFULNESS.

Cultivate a cheerful disposition ; endeavor as
much as lieth in veu always to bear a smile
about with you ; recollect that this is as much a
command of God as that one which says ‘ Thou
shalt love the Lord with all thy heart.” Letus
take the pure gold of thankfulness and the
jewels of praise and make them into another
crown for the head of Jesus. When it is the
Lord's work in which we rejoice, we need not be
afrnid of being too glad. Cheerfulness is most
becoming in Christian men. Contentment is the
crown jewel of & happy life.—Mess.

1TWO LITTLE FEET.

Two little feet went pattering by,
Years ago !

They wandered off to the sunny sky,
Years ago!

Two little socks, well wrinkled and worn,

Move me to tears with their memories born,
Years ago!

Dear little feet that ran here and there,
Years ago!
Creeping, climbmg, everywhere,
ears ago!
Crept never beck to the love they left,
Climbed never more to the arins bereft
Yecars ago!

Again I'll hear those dear little feet
. Pattering by!
Their music a thousand fold more sweet
3 In the sky!
I joy to think of the Father's care
That holds them safe till I meet them there
By and by. —Sel.

Published by Authority of the General Assembly ol
The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Ihe Zvesbytevian Becord

so cents yearly. In parccls of 5, or more, 25¢.

7 > 3 “ LIV
The Childrew's Record
30 cents yearly. In parcelsof 5, or more, 15€.
Subscriptions at a proportionate rate; may begin at
any time, but must not run beyond December.
Pleasc order direct from this officc, and remut i
advance by P.O. order or Registered Letter

EpiTor: REV. E. SCOTT.
Office, Y.M.C.A. Building, Montreal.



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

(NTARIO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE |- FEW INFIDEL PHYSICIANS.

WILL REOPEN ON THE 2xp OF OCTOBER.

Full course of lectures _swith practical instruction on
Agriculture, Live Stock, Dairving, Veterinary, Science,
Chemiktry, Geology, Butany. Horticulture, knglish Liter-
ature, Composition. Arithmetic, Mensurition, und Buok-
keeping- Justtho kind of education needed by young men
intending to he farmers. A X

For circulars, giving full information as to course of
gudy, tovms of admissivn, cost, ete.. apply to

JAMES MILLS, M. A.
Guelph, Aung., 1894, President.

A LYING MOTHER.

The Outlook tells of a little child who was

brought into a kindergarten for the first time.
- She absolutely refused to remain without her
- mother, a woman of wealth, and one who niight
- have commanded leisure had she wished, but
- who preferred filling her time with charitable
. and social engagements. The timid little girl
- beld her mother a priscner the entire morning.
The second miorning the child was a little more
sccustomed t¢ her surroundings, and did not
ding so tightly to her mother’s dress. The
mother took advantage of this, and said:

“If you let me go out for a little while, T will
come back and bring you a box of candy.”—-* No,
sou won't,” said the little girl, looking in her
mother’s face with perfect fearlessness; * I know
yon won't.,”—*Oh, yes, I will,” responded the
soung mother ; ““if you just let me go for a little
while, I will come back with a box of candy for
you.”

The child consented, but ber expression made
it very plain to the teachers in charge that she
had very little confidence that her mother would
keep that engagement. She sat and watched
her little companions, and after a time joined in
the games and work. When her nurse came for
her, she was overheard to say: “Mamma said
she would come back and bring me a box of
candy, but I Znow'd she wowldn’t.” And the
nurse gave no evidence of surprise.  The mother
appeared the next day apparently with not the
slightest recollection of the stain which she had
put upon her own character the day before.

If that little girl does not. grow up a liar it will
be because she does not follow her mother's ex-
ample. ** And all liars shall have their part in
the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.” Rev. xxi. 8.

MISCELLANEOUS, HISTORBRICAL,
THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE.

All the Iatest and best at
W. DRYSDALE & CO.,
232 87, JANES STREET, - - - - MONTREAL
8. 8. Libraries, Magazines at lowest prices.
Queries answered, quotations given freely.

A question frequently asked is: Are the major-
ity of physicians and surgeons, infidels? A Chris-
tian physician up in Minnesota decided to find
out for himself. He sent out these three ques-
tions broadcast to the medical profession :

1--Do you believe in the Christian religion ¢
2—Do you profess it? 3—Are you a church
member 7

He set forth the result, in part, in the St. Louis

Medical Brief. Atthe time of writing he bhad
heard from 33 states and territorics, and the
answers were still coming in. Out of 179 re.
sponses, 150 answers were ‘‘yes” to all three
questions, and 13 answered ‘““no” to all three.
Nine answered ‘“yes” to questions 1 and 2, and
“no” to 3; seven answered ‘‘yes” to 1, and
‘““no” to2and 3. Strange to relate, two frankly
answered that they did belong to a church, but
did not helieve or profess the Christian religion.
The total of those who went on record as be-
lievers was 166, of whom 130 are church mem-
Lers. The intidels numbered 13. The general
question iS certainly answered in a convincing
manner. The author of the article noted that
each response from lady physicians contained
three afhrmation:, and that wherecas the Ue-
lievers gave simple answers, “I do™ or *yes,”
the infidels each took from three to five pages of
paper to show their grounds of infidelity. Much
of their argument, be adds, was covert sneers or
personalities.—Afid-Continent.
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ARE WE EPISTLES?

The epistlestup of Christians is not enough
thought of, Puul calls the Corinthians —and, by
implication, all true believers—epistles of Christ.
Does it not mean that, as an ordinary lptter is
an index of its writer's character, & miniature of
: lus mind, disclosing his sentiments and portray-
ing his feelings, so we are to be copies of Christ,
with IHis mind in us, manifesting itself to the
world by us¢ It wouid seem so. But how far
do we carry out this idea? How correct an
. image of Christ, or of Christ's conception as to
what a man ought to be, do the people get who
- see us from day to day? e sends us out to
; represent hiin, aud to convey his messageto men.
: Of what immense importance is it that we

should not misrepresent, should not so blot, the

message. as to distigure it and make it undeciph-
- erable. While we cannot be exactly apostles of
Chirist, we certainly should be his epistles.

GOD'S LOVE.

Human love may change. The friendship of
Iast year has grown cold. The gentleness of
vesterday has turned to severity. But it is

: never thus with God's love. It is eternal. Our
- experience of it may be variable, but there is no
: variableness in thelove. Our lives may change ;
. our consciousness of his love may fade our, but
the love clings forever; the gentlencess of God
abides eternal.  “ For the mountains shall de-
part, and the hills be removed ; but my kindness
shall wot. depart from thee, neither shall the
- covenant. of my neacs Lo removed, saith the
- Lord that hath mercy on thee.”

There is never a moment, nor any experience,

in the life of & true Christian, from the heart of
which a message may not instantly be sent up to
God and back to which help may not instantly
come. God is not off in some remote heaven,
merely. He is not away at the top of the long,
sicep life-ladder, looking down upon us from
His serene calin and watching us as we struggle
upward in pain and tears. He is with each one
- of us on every part of the way.
presence is an cternal present tense:
. with thee.”” So **Thou, God, seest me ™ becomes
to the believer a most cheering and inspiring
assurance.  We are never out of Gud’s sight for
- amoment. 1is eye watches each one of us con-
tinuaily, and His heart is in His eye.

+ intantly to our help and deliverance when we'!

" are inany danger.
God wants His children to find onut that Ilis
haad is always within reach, no matter how
dark it may look.

Let us take time to read our Bible. Its treas- | fore,” said he, O God, thou hast r:‘g'lrdtoth&
: ures will last when we shall have ceased to care aim and essence of her desires, and digst nobdd;
i for the war of political parties, the rise and fall | what she then prayed for, that thou mmhtcstéo,

{ of stocks, or the petty happenings of the day.

CURED BY KINDNESS.

He had lost all respectability, and was 3 com.
mon gutter drunkard. His fainily had dl\owned
him, and would not recognize him when they1
met him. Occasionally he would get a job at‘ :
the stables where Dr. Davis kept his horses.? a3
One morning the doctor laid his hand on his
shoulder and said :

“Jim, I wish you would give up the drink.”

There was something very like a quiver of the
man’s lips as he answered :

¢« If I thought you cared, I would, but there is’
a gulf between you and me.”

‘‘Have I made any gulf, Jim? Thinka moment;
before you answer.”

‘“ No—you—haven’t.”

¢ If you had been a millionaire could I have
treated you more like a gentleman?”

‘No, you couldn’t.”

“]docare, Jim.”

“Say it again, won't you?" There were tears
in the man's eyes now.

“Ido care, Jim,” with a tender little cruphasis]
on the Jinm. !

¢ Doctor Davis, I'll never touch another drop
of liquor as long as I live. Here's mny handonit”

This was fifteen years ago, and “Jim” i
to-day a respectable and respected man and an
earnest Christian. Saved by a kind word =S,
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DENIED YET ANSWERED.

C:;rthagc, ™

When Augustine, in his home at
solved to visit Rome, his mother wished e€ith
to prevent him from going, or to go witn mm.
He would listen to neither proposal, and resorted:
to a trick to carry out his plan. One eveningligj):
went to the sea-shore, and his mother fo]lowed.‘:-'

There were two chapels, dedicated to thé:
memory of the martyr Cyprian, and he pressedi
her to spend one evening in the church of thei:
martyr, while he would accompany a friend onij;
board a ship, there to say farewell.  While shey);

His promise of |
“1 am .,

e comes | of Augustine was the means of his conversion

was there, in tears, praying and wrestling wiq;:g
God to prevent the voyage, -\ugustine sailed Io'i §
Italy, and his deceived mother next mormng
, found herself alone. In quiet resignation she;
i returned to the city and continued to pray fory
I the salvation of her son. 'Though meaning well}
Monica had erred in her prayers, for the journeyy

The Good Shepherd found the wanderer 18
. Rome, and the Gospel became the power of God
{ to his salvation. The denizl of the prayer \\"LS,

.in fact, the answering of it. Instead of the’
,hu:,k God granted rather the subst mce of'he;
| petition in the conversion of her son. “ Theigs

‘ for me what she continually implored.”—38ei. =




