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for 1593. Church for the Church.

for the profit of any but for the
good of all. Lvery member of the Church has
an interest in it. It is your paper. One month
more and the PRESBYTERIAN REcORrD for 1892
will be complete. What is to be done for 1893.

be realized ?

There are two ways of circulating it, by sub-
scription, and by the session or managers
ordering it for each family and paying for it
from the Church Funds.

The former method involves a great deal of
tedious work ifrom year to year. Many forget
to subseribe. Some subscribe and many do not

" pay, with the result that they are themselves
morally injured, by failure to keep their pro-
mises, and either the agent or the RECORD has
tobear theloss. Thereis difficulty too in getting
at the exact number wanted, and sometimes
months. pass before the order for the year is
finally settled, only to be disturbed again with
another year. Often not more than half the people
take it, and those who do not are the ones that
need it most, and in this way it fails in some
measure of its mission.

By the latter method, there is scarce any
-additional demand upon the giving of the con-
. gregation. Instead of subscribing for it, mem-

bers give a little more to the church funds, and
pay for it in that way. There is no trouble or
work in canvassing for it. Careless families get
it that otherwise would not. It is a missionary
agency to do them good, and the congregation,
and the Church at large will profit by their
added interest. From a merely financial stand-
point, it would pay many & congregation to put
the RECORD into every family. But the great

- benefit that would result would be the good that
it would help to do among the ‘“unattached

half.,” Here is a fleld of work from which the
subscription plan practically excludes it, while

-if taken by the congregation for every family, it

has an open door to a large fleld of usefulness.

" . Many congregations have adopted this method.

‘More are doing so. Will not you, brethren, who

have not done so, try it next year and see how it

works, i

3
3

The RECORD is published by the
It is not

1t should be in every family. How far shall that

Home is lonely without chil-
The,g’;“"""“’” dren, and the old RECORD
tord.

- needs the younger one to coma-
plete it. The Children's Record expects to have
next year a new title page like that of the
PRESBYTERIAN RECORD, only smaller, so that
there may be more of a family likeness.

There are many parts of our Church where the
Children’s Record is not yet taken and is
scarcely known, To these places we would like
to send some samples. The price is but fifteen
cents per year in parcels of five and upwards to
cne address. Sample parcels of any size will be
sent free. Send for some and see what it islike,
| or, better still, try it for a year.

How great tous! How smal]

Fouu:yllnndred to Him with whom a thou.

ears. .

sand years is as one day. The

old world and the new have been resounding
with the celebrations of the discovery of America
and the wondrous changes which these cen-.
turies have wrought. We turn and ask, what of
the centuries to come? Nor do we ask in vain.
‘We know that whatever changes there may be
in social, industrial, political, ecclesiastical life,
all will be but so many stages in the svorking
out of that eternal plan which has for its com-
plete fulfillment a redeemed world.

A great change has quietly taken
place all over our Church during
these few days. Over two hun-
dred young 1men that have preaching all summer
have returned to college. Many churches are
now vacant, and now comes the vexed question
of winter supply. What shall it be? Whence
shall it come? There is one direction in which
vacancies looking for winter supply will never
look in vain, and that is—Upward, The “winter
supply ” of God's Spirit never fails! Get all the
preaching you can, but whether you have it or
' not, forsake not the assembling of yourselves

together, as the manner of some is when thereis
' no preacher. Meet every Sabbath in your place of
' worship. Do something, sing, read Scripture,
read a sermon, above all, pray, even if it bas to
be united silent prayer, and the * winter sup-
ply” will corhe richly down laden with blessing.

Winter
Supply.

.
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THE WORLD'S PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL,
OR, TO USE ITS EXACT DEFINITle,
THE FIFTH GEI\‘IERAL COUNCIL
' or * \
THE ALLIANCE '
or
REFORMED CHURCHES
HOLDING .
THE PRESBYTERIAN SYSTEM.

THE

EOW shall I describe that brainy, hearty
gathering of learned, thoughtful men from
all parts of the world, beginning with the grand
opening on the morning of September 2lst and
ending with the grander closing on the evening
of the 20th? It was indeed a feast of fat things;
a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.

If the human brain is as strong and keen, the
human heart as big and tender, and the human
soul as lofty in its spiritual aspirations as in any
age ; if the Presbyterian Church has among its
teachers men in brain and heart and soul the

 equals of any men; and if their training has

been behind none in any profession, then it is
certainly not too much te say of this Council,
strong though the statement may seem, that on
the whole the world never saw concentrated in
one gathering more of power. It was a sample
of the world’s ablest thought, animated by high
and holy purpose, grappling with great themes.
‘While we haveattended many gatheringsthat for
pure and lofty aim could not be behind it, and
others, such as revival gatherings, where the
Spirit's power, as was fitting, was manifested
in a different way, we have never before enjoyed
so keen, so high an intellectual treat.
WHAT THE ALLIANCE REPRESENTS.

Ninety-one of the world’s reiigious organiza-
tions hold the Presbyterian system, aad of these
there are eighty in connection with this Alliance.
At first sight one might ask, “Why all this
multitude of Presbyterian Churches?” ILet it
be borne in mind that they are in large measure
the result, not of either Protestant or Presby-
terian tendency to split into sections, but of
historical, national and geographical lines, and
drawn by a common brotherhood, they here
reach beyond t,he bounds of nation and kindred
and history, and show to each other and to the
world that they.afe one.

These churches are in alllands, and of all sizes,
from the Evangelical Church in Greece, with its
8 pastoral charges, 3 ministers, 4 elders, 1 licen-
tiate, 1 theslogical student, 40 ‘communicants
and2Sabbath ‘schools’; or the Free Evangelical

‘Church -of ‘Geneva, the home of .Calvin, with 8

pastoral charges, 5 ministers, 12 eldere, 523 com:

municants and 4 Sabbath schools, on thrngb
those of a larger growth, such as the Scottish
churches or the Presbyterian Church’ in Czanada,
with its 6 Synods, 49 Presbyteries, 950 pastoral
charges, 014 ministers, 5,730 elders, 76 licentiates,
232 theological students, 100,102 members, and
1880 S. Schools, with 17,000 teachers, and 143,
000 scholars; up to the largess of all, the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America,
with its 40 Synods, 217 Presbyteries, 7,070 pas-
toral charges, 6,223 ministers, 24,475 elders, 374
licentiates, 1,317 theological students, 806,796
communicants, and 6,870 S. Schools,.with 97,415
teachers and 808,644 scholars.

Of many of these churches the majority of our
readers have perhaps seldom heard, but some of
the cornparatively small ones among the thou-
sands of Judah, as well as some of the larger
and better known have a long and honorable
history.

There are the Reformed Churches in Austria,
in Bohemig, in Galicia, and in Moravia, num-
bering among them 96 ministers, 1,179 elders,
and 72,622 communicants, There is the Mission-
ary Christian Church of Belgium, and the
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands; the
Reformed Church of France with 650 ministers
and 86,(0) communicants; the Waldensian
Evangelical Church with 79 ministers and 18,361
members. There are the churches in Russia,
Switzerland, Italy and Spain; in England, Scot-
land, and Wales; and in North and South
America ; in Japan, in China, in India and Africa ;
in Australiaand New Zealand ; the grand total
of churches holding the Presbyterian systems,
being reported as 91, containing 236 Synods, 1,219
Presbyteries, 23,437 pastoral charges, 23,051
ministers, 120,933 elders, 2,504 licentiates, 4,169
theological students, 4,092,965, communicants,
and 25,7088 S. schools with 405,985 teachers and

'8,020,765 scholars, and representing a population

about of twenty millions.
WHEN AND WEY THE ALLIANCE WAS ORGANIZED.

Twenty years ago the desire that had long been
felt by many for a visible bond of union among
the scattered members of the Presbyterian fam-
ily, found a happy expression in the first meeting
of the Alliance held in Edinburgh in 1878. Among
the active promoters of the movement were Drs.
Blaikie, Cairns, McCosh, and Schaff, and other
great and good men, both in the United States
and Britain, and on the Continent of Europe,
most of whom now rest from their labors.

It was felt by these men that such a2 bond
would do much o encourage and strengthen
and aid the smaller and weaker churches, more
especially those laboring under special disadvan-
tages on.the Continient of Europe, that.it would
broaden and deepen the sympathy of the stronger

-churches, would aid in some measure in bringing

about unicns anong the different bodies of P’res-
byteriaus among the same pelqples‘ would give
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greater visibility to Presbyterian principles,
which lie at the foundation of all freedom, and
would enable the Presbyterian Church through-
out the world, to take concerted action upon
great moral questions, and thus exercise more
of an influence for good among the nations of
the earth.
HISTORY AND WORK OF THE ALLIANCE,

¥ive meetings have been held, the first in 1876,
in Edinburgh, the second in 1830, in Philadel-
phia, the third in 1884, in Belfast, the fourth in
1888, in London, and the fifth in 1892, in Toronto,
while the sixth is appointed for 1896, in Glasgow.

Four years ago the Alliance took a step for-
ward, and appointed a permancht secretary,
Rev. Dr. Matthews, a minister of our own
Church. He has since resided in London, and
devoted himself with untiring energy to his
work, carrying on an extensive correspondence,
visiting and encouraging the continental church-
es, many of them maintaining a brave struggle
for the truth amid great difficulties and deep
poverty, and bringing their needs more perma-
nently before the larger and -wealthier churches,
and in every way possible, strengthening and
forwarding the interests of the Alliance.

Since the London Council there has been for
the first time, in the religious history of the
European Continent, an ecclesiastical union be
tween the two independent Churches, viz., The
“Christian Reformed Church in Holland” and
*“The Reformed Churches” in the same country.
These united in June 17th of the present year,
taking the name of the Reformed Church in the
Netherlands. A union is under consideration
between “The (Duteh) Reformed Church in
America” and ““ The (German) Reformed Church
in the United States,” and promises happy ful-
filment.

The spirit of the Alliance and the benefits
resulting therefrom are manifest also in foreign
fields, both in the union of bodies which had
been organized by different Presbyterian church-
es, and in the better distribution of the mission-
ary forces in new fields. The Presbyterian
Church in Brazil, formed Aug. 28, 1888, and “The
United Church of Christ in Japan,” formed Dec.
3rd, 1890, are the results of such unions.

At the recent council further recommendations
were adopted with regard to Foreign Mission
Work, such as uniformity in salaries of native
agents in the same fields, and in the passing of
members and workers from one mission to an-
other, &c., which will no doubt prove helpful.

All these steps will tend to the formation of &
strong united Presbyterianism out of the mis-
sions carried oh by the different churches in
new lands.

While there can't be, for a time, unity in Psal-
mody, as some of the churches will not sing
hymns, yet it-is probable that a result of the
Alliance, will be a hymnal comwmon to a large

part of English speak{ng Presbyterianism. At
the last Council a meeting was held, composed.-
of delegates from England, Scotland, the United.
States and Canada, to consult as to a commont
hymnal, and-committees were appointed to see
what can be done in that direction.

From the great size of its constituency, world
wide, its infrequent meetings, four years apart,
the outward manifestations of the spirit of unity
which is within must be of slow growth, but
they are sure, and there can be no doubt but
that the influence of the Alliance is in coming
days to be no mean factor among the human
forces that shall help to banish sin and wrong
from our world.

THE PRESENT MEETING.

Toronto, as was befitting a great Protestant,
Presbyterian, Sabbath-keeping, Church-going
city, put on her brightest smile, and gave her
heartiest welcome to the representatives of the
Presbyterian world who had gathered from all
quarters and continents, and then shewed her
hearty appreciation by a thronged attendance
and eager attention. And well she might, for
when keen strong minds had pondered long and
deeply upon subjects of widest interest and had
compressed the result of their thinking into
papers twenty minutes long, and when, in the
discussions, speeches were limited to five
minutes, the bell mercilessly calling down all
alike when their time was up, there could be no
lack of interest.

Cooke’s Church, where the business meetiogs
were held, is large, new, and beautiful, its
beauty consisting in chaste and elegant design
rather than in costly material or elaborate orna-
ment.

The first half hour of each session was spent in
devotional exercises, which were sometimes very
tender and touching. Hymns were excluded
more rigidly than are the Chinese from America,
for they were not admitted either on duty vr in
bond. Some few of the Alliance family do not
like them, and in deference to their wishes the
Psalms alone are sung. A selection from the
parts more commonly used had becen prepared
for the meetings, and the hearty singing of them
by the large and enthusiastic audiences showed
well their richness and beauty, and the barren-
ness of the song service in which they have no
place,

THE OPENING DAY.

On Wednesday, September 21st, Principal
Cavan of Knox College, Toronto, preached in
Knox Church the opening sermon from Johr 16:
13, “Howbeit when He the Spirit of truth is come
He will guide you into all truth,” ete. Itis
enough to say of the sermon that in ability and
in gpirit it was emmently befitting the occasion.

At its close the President, Rev. Dr. Blakie of

Edinburgh, constituted the Council with prayer,
after which came the roll call and the President's
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opening address, in which touching reference
was made to the loved and honored dead, who
had taken so active an interest in the Alliance,
and sinco its last meeting have fallen asleep.

Theé afternoon proved that neither theology
nor Presbyterianism glooms or clouds life’s out-
look, for it took the form of 4 grand social recep-
tion in the grounds of Hon. Mr. Cosby, with
welcome speeches by the Licutenant-Governor,
Premier of Ontario, and others, and responses
by members of the Alliance. Old hearts were
young again, and all went happy, if not merry,
as o marriage bell. .

Thursday, September 22nd.

After the opening services and the report on
statistics by Dr. Matthews, the first paper of the
Council was read by Rev. Prof. Lindsay of Glas-
gow, on ‘ The Protestant Reformation; its
spiritual character and its fruitsin the individual
life.” The Reformation was characterized as a
great spiritual revival, due, not so much to the
immediate actors in the Reformation scenés
and times, but to Reformers before the Reforma-
tion, the godly men and women of whom the
world knew not, who in different sections of
Central Europe, where the Reformation after-
wards took deepest hold, met in quiei worship
and prayer for Pentecostal blessing,

In the afternoon there were three papers upon
a wider phase of the same subject, viz., the in-
fluence of the Protestant Reformation upon
communities and nations; first, upon their
moral and religious condition; second upon
their intellectual state and progress ; third, upon
their political and civil institutions. The sum-
ming up of the papers and discussion may be
given as follows, With regard to the first, the
Calvinistic element in the Reformation, basing
all, not on mere human will, but upon the sov-
ereign will of a scvereign God, developed,
wherever that feature prevailed the grandest
national character; with regard to the second,
it is sufficient to compare the intellectual pro-
gress of the countries that accepted the Reforma-
tion, England, Scotland, Germany, with those
that rejected it, such as Italy and Spain ; and as
to the third, a glance at the freedom and stability
of the civil and political institutions of Reforma-
tion lands as contrasted with those remaining
. subject to Rome, e. g., the United States on the
one hand and the Republics of South America on
the other, not to speak of the old world, suffice
to show the beneficent effect of the Reformation
upon such institutions.

In the evening the subject was narrowed down,
from the Reformation in general, to “ Our Re-
formed and Presbyterian Churches,” ‘Three
able and interesting papers looked af these
churches along three different lines, first, their
characteristics and mission; second, their
strength and weakness; third, their unsolved
problemss and unemployed resources. With re-

gard to the first, the characteristics of these
churches were given as maintaining  the
supremacy of Scripture, simplicity of worship,
the rights of conscience, Scriptural church gov-

.ernment, Christ the only mediator, and the

Holy Spirit the renewing agency and power,
while their mission is to maintain and teach
these characteristics until the end come.

The seccond theme was treated along three
lines, viz,, the strength and weakness of the
Church; 1, in relation to Christ; 2, in relation
to herself; 3, in relation to the world, and
vividly pictured to the large and deeply inter-
ested audience.

The third phase of the evening’s discussion
was that of the ‘ unsolved problems and unem-
ployed resources ” of our churches. Some of the
problems mentioned were, caste, as between
rich and poor, the relations of capital and labor,
the scepticism of the day, and the drink prob-
lem, while the unemployed resources were the,
large number of consecrated young men, the
great number of unmarried women, the elder-
ship, the unconsecrated wealth of the Church,
and its social power,

If we might be allowed to interject a thought,
it would be, that-if these unemployed resources
were used to their utmost the problems would
soon solve themselves, Tlie great cause of these
unsolved problems is these unemployed re-
sources.

Such is the bill of fare to whick the eager
throngs were treated on the opening day of the
Council, but the partaking of that fare, taste.
fully served as it was, must be left to the
memory of those who were present and the
imagination of those who were not.

Friday, Sept. 23.

This was missionary day. Christ's last prayer
for His people was “ that they all may be one”;
His last command was, ‘“Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature,”
In proportion as the prayer has been realized

_thecommand hasbeen obeyed, and,as was fitting,

the spirit of unity in the Alliance gave an early
and prominent place to ¥oreign Missions. In
the forénoon there was the presentation and
consideration of Reports from the Eastern and
‘Western Sections, which means, from the old
world and the new. The former report being
by Dr. Swanson of London, the latter by Dr.

- Ellinwood of New York.

The afternoon and evening were devoted to
papers and addresses. The scope of the discus-
sion may be seen from the following subjects
“Native agents and their training” by Dn |
Dennis of Beyrut, Syria ;  Native Churches and -
ge.f-support,” by Rev. C. M. Grant of Dundee,
Scotland ; ¢ The Relation of Native Churches to .
the Home Church ” by Rev. Griffith Ellis of North
‘Wales ; ““ Cultivation of a Missionary Spirit ab
Home,” by Dr. Moses Hoge, Virginia; whitein °
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the evening, in two crowded churches, Dr, Mc-
Kichan, Vice Chancellor of Bombay University
spokeon, ‘‘ A century of Missions'; Dr. Laws of
Livingstonis, on, * The Gospel in the Dark Con-
tinent”; Dr. Paton of Australia, on, Mission
work in the South Seas ; Dr. Wilson of Neemuch,
India, on ** Among the Hindus" and Dr. Mateer
of Shantung on ¢ The Celestial Empire.”

All day long and fer into the night did eager
throngs listen with deepening intercst, to the
latest additions to the Acts of the Apostles, and
what God hath wrought among the Gentiles;

- and not Jeast among the benefits of the Council
will be the impetus given to Foreign Mission
work.

Saturday, Sept. 24th.

Saturday is the school boys holiday, and the
good people of Toronto had generously prepared
a treat for the delegates in the shape of a free
trip to Niagara, which others were permitted to
share at & trifling cost. The day, like many a
Saturday was all too short, -the journey to and
fro delightful with the renewal of old friend-
ships and-the making of new ones, while the
many wonders there, the. hurrying, rushing,
rapids, #bove and below, the former hastening
to the scene of strife, the latter, full of bitter
experience of the terrible struggle, making eager
escape, and the “Fall” with its everlasting: pour
and roar, unchanging in its ceaseless change,
solemn, sublime, eternal, all intensify rather
than satisfy our longing and send us away
echoing ‘“ yes” to their ‘" come again.”

Sabbath, September 25th.

If Saturday’s inflow to the soul through one
#venue was a plenteous one, that of Sabbath
was richer ssill. Nearly all the Protestant pul-
pits of the city were filled by delegates. Toronto
isa church going city and in most cases gets
something worth going; for, but probably never
inits history was the church attendance so good
and so well rewarded as on this Sabbaih day.
To particularize might seem invidious, but it is
no disparagement to others to mention one
whom we heard, Dr. John Hall of New York.
Gigantic in stature, the great body seems as if
made for the great intellect and heart. To hear
him is to love him and to thank God that such
aman occupies the metropolitan pulpit of the
metropolitan city of the new world.

Monday, September 26th,

This moraing the hearty invitation of Glas-
gow, Scotland, to meet there four years hence
was as heartily accepted. 'Who will be the
actors there? , What will be the burning ques-
tions of the day ? What the social, civil, political,
religious problems? God knows and God reigns.

The papers for to-day were upon *“The Ameri-
can Churches and their work among the Negro
races, Indian aborigines, European and Asiatic
immigrants,” and on Church life and work in

the British colonies. Rev. Dr. Saunders, a
Negro, President of Biddle University, gave the
first paper and was hitmself a good illustration of
the capacities.of the race. Heshowed what had
been done, the great progress made among the
Negroes of the South, and said that education,
combined of course with the Gospel, was their
hope. Rev. Hugh McKay, our own missionary,
told of‘the work among the 1ndians of the North-
West. The discussion on the various tides of
immigration that flow from Europe to these
Western shores called forth some pleasant
repartee, Britons remarking upon the duty of
America in view of some of her hoodlum scenes,
thedatter retorting that these scenes were owing
to the fact that Europe fails to look after her
masses.at’ home and sends them unevangelized
to American shores.

The Chinese question called forth a good deal
of sentiment and some practical sense.

In the evening Dr. Robertson brought before
the Council the great North-West, and Prof.
Rentoul of Australia, the greater Empire to be,
under the Southern Cross, and the work that is
being done in supplying these lands with the
(Gospel.

Tuesday, September 27th.

The subjects to-day took a wide range, cover-
ing varied fields of thought. Those for the fore-
noon were, *“ Work on the European Continent.”
This work has more than a foreign interest to
us. The new world is being peopled from the
old, and the character of the immigrants de-
pend, upon whe. is done for the lands from
which they come. A still further interest has
Britain and America in the Continent. Thou-
sands of their people go thither for study and
tens of thousands for travel and recreutxon, and
must be influenced more or less by the moral
atmosphere they breathe.

The work in different places, Germany, Aus-
tria, Switzerland, Italy, and the martyr vales of
Piedmont,was spoken to by delegates from these
different countries, after which Dr. Hall spoke
strongly of our duty to the Continental churches,
and a resolution recommending our Christian
people, resident for a longer or shorter time on
the Continent, to identify themselves with the
work of these churches, brought this interesting
subject to a close.

The theme for the afternoon was ‘ The work
of the Holy Spirit,” so vital to the life of any
church. Speaker after speaker emphasized the
absolute necessity of the Spirit in every line of
Christian life, the complete dependence of the
individual and of the Church “upon this Divine
Agent for enlightenment, for guidance, for help,
and the utter uselessness of all human power,
agency, or knowledge, without His life-giving
presence.

Next came “Personal and fawily religion,”

%-reat emphasis being 1aid upon family txamxng.
amily life, and family worship.
/
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‘‘Revival ” followed and was described as t;hel
most pressing need of the Church and world to-
day. Aged men spoke tenderly as treading on
holy ground, as mention was made of the uplitt-
ing power of Christ ard of prayer as a means of
.access to Him.

“The duty of the Church towards outside
:gocieties doing Christian work ” fllled up a long
.and inspiring evening. The sum of all th&t was
.said was on this wise: * Thanks be to God for
every way in which His people seek to do His
work.” If the negligence of the Church has
recessitated the rise of other societies to do the
work wlich she should have done, let her thank

God for the reminder and for the work, and let
her arise, taking hold of her duty, and as the one
divinely appointed organization, seek, as far as
possible, to carry on, through her own agency,
the work of the world's redemption, and to lay
under tribute all else that she can make auxil-
iary to this end. t
‘Wednesday September 28th.

The reception of delegates from the Methodist
Ecumenical Council, held last year at Washing-
ton, formed a pleasant interlude to business
routine of this morning. An address by Dr.
Carmen the spokesman of the delegation con-
tained much of kindly greeting and was as
heartily received by the Council and as kindly
responded to by the President.

The subject for the day was *‘The Ministry.”
Principal MacVicargave the first paper on “ The
Biblical Idea of the Ministry” showing very
clearly and simply from Scripture what that
idea is. Of Divine authority ; but no hierarchy.
Not a priesthood for sacrifice, but in common
with all God’s people, one of service, their work
not to mediate between God and man, but to
declare God’s truth to men.

Revs. Drt Oliver and Dr. Ross Taylor, both of
Glasgow, followed with papers on * The Minister
as a Teacher” and * The Minister as an Organ-
izer ” both replete with words of wisdom; the
central point of the former being that preaching
should be instructive, with Christ as the centre
and all knowledge converging in Him ; and that
of the latter, that one main point of a suceessful
ministry is to develop and direct the working of
others, - 'Were the ministry of our day to start
ouf; with Dr. MacVicar's idea of their office and
carry on their work along the two lines laid down
by Dr. Oliver and Dr, Taylor, the church would
enter upon a new and longed for era.

The “Training of the Ministry” was the after-
noon-theme. Three Igapers were read, one by
Rev, Prof. Moore of Hampton, Sydney, Va., one
by Rev. Principal Hutton of Paisley, and one by
President Black of Marshall, Mo., all replete
with the rich and matured thought of men who
knew whereof they spoke.

In the evening was the “Report on Sabbath
Schools,” by Dr. Cochrane of Brantford, shewing
their grogress, condition, and requirements. 1he
total 8.8, attendance in the Churchesrepresented
by this Alliance is over three millions. Dr. Drum-
mond of Glasgow followed with a paper on “ The
bome or inner work of the Church,” and Rev. Dr.
Wilson of Wooster, Ohio, on * The aggressive
movements of our churches.” The latter made a
striking point, when, stating that all the giv-
ing of the Christian Church for missions

amounted to one cent per year for the unevan-
gelized millions of the world, he turned to the

)

Chairman and exclaimed, ‘Is not that agfgre&
sive movement with a vengeance?”
Thursday, September 28th.

The subject for the day's session was a vast
one ‘ Christianity in Relation to Social Prob.
lems” such as, the wagoe question—the land
question—the opium question in India—the drink
question in_ Great Bnitain—the church-going
question, and the recreation question.

The first xﬁxiper was by Priucipal Grant of
Kingston. 8 fundamentai idea had as its
woof, profit sharing as well aswage earning on
the part of the employee, and as its warp, the
Golden Rule, *“ Aye, there’s therub!” If men
would only do justly and love mercy there would
be no wage question. The case was very clearly
and forcigly stated, and drew forth a number of
brief, bright addresses.

One by one the other questions were taken up,
and though the time allowed for each was al
too brief, one thing shone through all, viz., that
the Presbyterian Church the world over livey
not in & musty past or a ghostly present, but
among the living men of to-day, and is one with
them in their struggles with sinand wrong, and
their yearningand strivin% for a purer, betterlife,

¢ Aspects of Romanism” was the evening sub.
Jject. Romanism on the Continent of Euroé)e, in
Great Britain, in Canada, in North and South
America, and In the foreign field, was discussed
in papers by speakers from different lands, who
told of the difficulties with which they had to
contend, Rev. Dr. Laing of Dundas gave a very
full and complete review of Romanism in
Canada, what it has done and is doing, and what
has been done and is doing for it. That of which
all complain is not Romanism as a religious sys-
tem, for every man has a right, so far as his
fellow-men are concerned, to his own faith, but
Romanism as a political or%anization, always
and everywhere sceking with untiring zeal to
undermine free institutions and bring all things
secular and sacred, Church and State, into
obedience to the Pope, as king of kings and
nations, and God’s vice-regent on earth.

Friday, September 30,

“A last day must corae. To-morrow the Coun-
cil will be in the past, and to-day was in some
measure devoted to setting its house in order
There was a report from the committee on the
“ Desiderata of Presbyterian History,” and a
paper on * The Doctrinal Agreement of the Re-
formed and Presbyterian Churches.”

The Council did not meet in the afternoon,
and in the evening, but to farewell. Delegates
from different lands said their say. They had
come among strangers, they left behind them
friends. They had expected a welcome, they had
received, if possible, more. .

Mr. Mortimer Clark, on behalf of the citizens
of Toronto, returned thanks for the acknowledg:
ments of the delegates. .

Dr. Cavan replied on behalf of the Church in
Toronto and Canada. He was glad the invitation
to hold here the Fifth Council had been accepted.
It has been the greatest ecclesiastical and re-
ligious event in the history of Toronto and of
Canada. Its influence would be felt far and its
meetings would never be forgotten.

The newly elected President, Dr. Chambers, of
New York, adjourned the Council to meet in
Glasgow in 1896.

Rev. Dr. Saunders, the only Negro delegate,
pronounced the benediction, and the work of
the fifth gathering of the Alliance was done.

A skeleton cannot show the beauty or grace
that were there when it lived and moved, You
have here but & skeleton of the Council, and
even the bones are incomplete.
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THE MARITIME SYNOD

Met in St. Andrew’s Church, St. John, on the
evening of October 6. Rev. H. B, Mackay of
Wallace, retiring Moderator, preached the open-
ing sermon from 2 Tim., 4: 2, “Preach the
Word.”

Theroll was called. A statement was made
of changes during the yecar, and among them,
that two of our ministers, Rev. A. L. Wylie, Great
Village, and Rev. A. Ross, Truro, had since last
Synod passed away.

Rev. Isane Murray, D.D., of Sydney, C. B., was
chosen Moderator.

Friday, October 7.

Besides smaller items of business, the chief
subjects for to-day were: The Ladies’ College,
Aged Ministers' Fund, Presbyterian College,
Halifax ; Systematic Giving, Next Meecting of
Synod, and in the evening, Foreign Missions.

The Ladies’ College gave a good report for the
year. A number of members spoke heartily in
its favor. The excellence of its sanitary condi-
tion and of its teaching stafl in every depart-
ment all strongly support the invitation which
it offers to the young women of the Maritime
Provinces who wish a first-class education.

The Aged Ministers’ Fund reported adverse
balance on year as $42. TFifty-five congregations
out of 201 gave nothing; 113 minister pay rates,
of whom 23 are in arrears. It is a grand fund.

Most of the 19 ministers now receiving aid had | P

small incomes and could save but little. They
gave their lives in large measure for the Church.
Now, when unable to take charge of a congrega-
tion, they get at the utmost some $200 per year
from this fund. All congregations should do

something for it, however little. X

The College report was most cheering. The
effort to pay off the debt has been_successful.
Mr. R. A. Falconer, son of Rev. A, Falconer of
Pictou, 2 young man who has just completed
his preparatory studies with high honor, was
appointed lecturer in New Testament Exegetics
for three years. 'The College has taken another
step forward and is better equipped than ever
forits work. What it now wants, fathers and
mothers, is your boys, your best ones. The field
\fs waiting for them. ~The laborers are still too
W,

Systematic giving is one foundation of true
church prosperity. Where it is wanting, true
spiritual life is in large degree rarely present.
While a slight increase of arrears was reported,
and & great irrégularity in the giving of congre-
gations from the lack of system, yet the average
Is steadily increa.sin%. many doing that which
g’ould be done by all, giving one-tenth to the

rd.
Next meeting was appointed to be héld in St.
Paul’s Church Truro, on the second Tuesday of
October, 1893, the Synod, after considerable dis-
cussion, going back to the former method of
meetin
ovlt;er} ba%hi ht d
oreign Mission ni was jzood.
asked 5 £ i

*| the debt is brou;fht before ever
his

carlier in the week and not remairing |

‘ \]
Synod | touching ié 1
resbyteries to see that the matter of | meetings the

.

congregation,
and if it is not t way paid betore March, the
Board is instructed to make a special appeal, It
is hoped, however, that an early response will
make this unnecessary.

Saturday, October 8.

Augmentation was the chief business this
morning. As usual the scheme has been success-
ful during the past pear; $0,000 was asked and
$8,738 received, which enabled the Committee ta
give to weak congregations all that was
womised. The same is asked for this year.
T'his scheme i8 one of the ways of all helping the
weak, bearing one another's burdens, and sc
fulfllling the law of Christ. One thing deplored
by every speaker was the weakening of our con.
gregations by the exodus which is so draining
the strength of these Maritime Provinces.

The flagrant overriding of the public school
law in parts of New Brunswick in favor of Roman
Catholic religious orders, was discussed and a
committee.appointed to prepare a deliverance.
The Presbyterian Church has ever been one of
ruardians of freedom and fair play, and it is to

¢ hoped that they will not let this matter rest
till. wrong is made right.

Monday, October 10.

Saooath observance, the State of Peligion,
Temperance, and Hunter Church Building Fund,
some unfinished business, with Home Missions
for the evening, filled well the day.

The report on Sabbath observance indicated
improvement as far as railway traffic is .con-
cerned, A lengthy discussion was followed by
strong resolutions directing Presbyteries to
watch specially against the particular forms of
Sabbath-breaking within their bounds.

Two things mentioned in the report on the
State of Religion were, the decline of famil
| religion, and increasing activity in chure
life.. While the latter is welcome, let it not be
urchased at the cost of the former. The church
in the family lies at the foundation of all true
religion in the the«church and nation.

The Temperance cause found, as it always
does, a strong advorate in the Synod. The testi-
mony given was that the Scott Act did good
work wherever in force, and in proportion to the
diligence with which it was carried out, while
inctieased drunkenness always followed its re-
peal.

A resolution was adopted, to be sent to the
Government of New Brunswick, asking redress
of the alleged mal-administration of the school
law in favor of religious orders of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Some new regulations were adopted for the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund. Those join-
ing it in_future will pay according to age, not
salary, while those now paying rates, can retain
the old plan or adopt the new. .

Home Missions this evening. There are in the

Synod 188 congregations, 31 of them vacant.
There are 34 groups of mission stations in eight
Presbyteries supplied by students. These will
be left vacant in the winter. Presbyteries are
urged to provide fortnightly supply, and the
people to conduct services themselves on alter-
nate Sabbaths. Home work is all important.
The life of the Church depends upon it.
Last year this fund was aided by bequests.
This year more will be needed from the congre-
gations, Let those who did well aim at hig%)rer
things, and let the 37 congregations that did
nothing for this work last year arise to their
duty and privilege.

Late at night, in the good old way, tender and

s, came to a close one of the best.
éynod bas ever held.
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HOME MISSION NOTES

BY. REV. DR. ROBERTSON.

HE Home Mission Committee of ...e Synod

of Manitoba and the North-West held its

semi-annual meeting at Winnipeg about the

middle of September, and reports from Presby-

teries for the half year were received and con-

sidered. These reports were all of a favorable
character.

In Manitoba, especially in the Presbytery of
Brandon, missions and augmented congrega-
tions are moving rapidly towards self-support.
‘Were a sufficient number of acceptable ordained
missionaries available, Brandon and Rock Lake
Presbyteries would scon require no help from any
fund. The newer districts of the Presbyteries
of Minnedosa and Winnipeg are coming up, but
from the nature of the districts the progress
must be slower. Minnedosn Presbytery occu-

pies largely the highlands of Manitoba, aund

‘Winnipeg stretches into the mining and lumber-
ing districts of Lake Superior and the Lake of
the Woods. The Presbytery of Regina occupies
a wide area with sparse settlement, but the out-
look is quite hopeful. The Presbytery, however,
is weakened by the removal of two efficient mis-
sionaries this autumn. Of augmented congre-
gations Treherne and Moosomin have become
self-sustaining and Holland follows them in De-
cember. TFranklin, Birtle, Killarney, Missions
have become congregations with excellent pros-
pects.

The summer session is giving us great help
this winter, twenty-five men, supplying as
many fields. About thirty other fields need sup-
ply and we do not know how these are to be
cared for. Continuous supply prevents loss,
hastens growth and ' ushers in the dae of self-
support.

The work in the Synod of British Columbia is
also progressing satisfactorily. A missionary
was sent into the Upper Kootenay and Colum-
bia Valley, and although the fleld was hard the
work done was satisfactory. The fleld must be
abandoned for the winter. In the Lower
Xootenay district there was a good deal of ac-
tivity owing to the discovery of silver over wide
areas. The country is mountainous and useless
for farming or ranching, but rich in silver. The
principal town, Nelson, has a population of about
800 and does the most of the business for the dis-
trict. Balfour, Pilot Bay, Kaslo, Ainsworth,
Nakusp and New Denver are other villages. At
Nelson a neat, commodious church has been
built and a much less pretentious structure at
Kaslo, The two missionaries in charge of these
stations are doing faithful and efficient service.
Captain M. Morris, Messrs. Hamilton, McLeod,
McCallum, Garland and others give valuable aid
at Nelson and other gentlemen at otber ypoints.
Dr. Hendrix and the company owning Pilot Bay

 mission 10 miles further.

allow no liquor to be sold there, dnd"w‘vhen a

“I company of dissolute women sought to get es-

tablished at Xaslo the town rose up and drove
them out. At the close of a service at Pilot Bay
seven Nova Scotians came_up one after another
to thank the Church for sending. a missionary.
A missionary is urgently neceded to labdr be-
tween New Denver and Nakusp, but no one is
willing to go. ’

The Spallumcheen and Okanagan Valley is the
next to the west and one of the most beautiful
in Canada, The scenery is charming, the soil
fertile and the climate delightful. We have a
mission at Enderby, Landsdowne, etc. Here the
settlers raise hard wheat of superior quality and
get it ground at the roller mills at Enderby. The
settlement is growing and soon our mission will
become a good congregation.

Farther south about 22 or 23 miles is the town
of Verncn, buill where a number of valleys
meet, Here the rainfall is not suflicient, gener
ally speaking, for successful farming, and people
have recourse to irrigation. Finc orchards are
laid out and all the fruit tasted was of a supcrior
quality. This valley can mect the demand east
of the Rocky Mountains for apples, plums, pears,
currants, etc. The Earl of Aberdeen has twa
fine fruit farms in the district. At Vernon we
have a good church and a growing congrega
tion. The minister holds services at one point
25 miles further south and then drives to the
Here at Benvoulin a
neat church was in course of erection during my
visit. The Earl of Aberdeen has 480 acres of s
fruit farm here. He gave $400 towards the erec
tion of the church and donated a bell. This dis-
trict is tilling up, and owing to its distance from
Vernon should be formed into a new mission
Further south, towards the international bound-
ary, are other settlements, Fairview, Osoyoos,
Similkimeen, etc., to which a missionary should
be sent next season.

Further west is the Nicola Valley. Ranching
is the principal industry here, and the Douglass
Lake Company occupies the heart of the grazing
district. They bought out and squeezed out a
number of small ranchers and now control the
valley. The drive between Kamloops and the
foot of Nicola Lake is most delightful. The view
from the top of the mountain is worth the nine
mile climb. The valley is narrow and settlers
few, but since coal has been found about eight
miles below the foot of the lake the people are
hopeful. Our missionary conducts services at
four different points regularly and at other poinis
as circumstances allow. It was pleasing to
meet good congregations at all points visited
and to hear missionaries appreciated. Mr.E A
Hannahson is missionary in the Upper Koote
nay, Rev. Mr. Rodgers at Nelron, Mr. Mortinal .
Kaslo, ete., Rev. J. K. Wright at Enderby, Rev. -

Mr. Langill at Vernon and Rev. Mr. Murray ab
Nicola. :
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Oue Loveign Fissions.

Will the good people of the
Maritime Provinces bear in mind
two or three facts ?

1. That the Foreign Mission Fund, Eastern
section, needs about $7,000 to make it square
with the world.

2. That this debt is not owing to any failure of
Interest or falling off in giving on their part.

3. That fon the most part it is not due to per-
manent extension of the work, which will make
un extra permanent burden.

4. That the special expenditure was necessary
if we were to reap from all the sowing we had

" done. If we would put up good school houses
the Government would pay for teaching the

Hindoos three-fourths of all the cost, both of

teacher and rental, leaving us with the building

for Sabbath service as well, otherwise we wouid

Maritime
Wurk.

far less efficient and more expensive.

5, The demands of our enlarging work require
all the ordinary income, so that this will have to
be paid by special gift.

6. The sooner it is done the better to save pay-
ing interest.

Let the pocrer share the privilege as they are
able. Leb the rich give larger sums, Onecfour

~ missionaries and his family have sent more than
8240 towards it. How many there are who
could invest a hundred dollars here and not
feel it

Thanksgiving Day is coming. While not neg-
lecting other things it would be a good thank-
offsring, for the way in which God has blessed
our missionary effor s, to wipe out that debt on
Thanksgiving Day.

‘¢ Miss Sinclair, of Indore, in a
rivate note accompanying a
etter for the Children’s Record,
says, “After a few years in Indin we are apt to
forget that the home friends do not see with our
eyes, and under the pressure of work on every
side, that waits vhe doing, we neglect those who
are not less interested than ourselves in the
work, nor less earnest in their desire to _have
the gospel preached to every creature.” While
Miss Siuclair is perhaps over generous in regard
to the home interest in missions, yet the fact
remains that the only way to create and deepen
that interest is for those who are face to face
with heathenism to keep it constantly before us.
True, there is on every side the pressure of work
that ** waits the doing.” But no work, will in
the long run, tell so effectively upon the heathen
world as the work of writing to the church at
home. It will still up ministers to preach more
of the great command. It will lead men and
women to give more for the spread of the gospel.
It will lead more of the young to say, * Here am
L send me” No tidings of modern Pentecos's

dowe need, but the daily life of the missionary,
with its lights and shadows, its discouragement
and success, o that standing in his place, we
may hear more loud and clear; and be led more

Missionar
Letters,

have:to support all our schools, which would be

LETTER FRCM MISS FISHER.
Couva, Trinidad, Sept. 10, 1892,

NEAR Recorp:—Couva has a flourishing

Blue Ribbon Band;of eighty-two members,
small members, to be sure, but True Blues for
all that.

We held our first meeting on the 31st of July,
189!, when forty-two young people pledged
themselves. Our next meeting was held on the
18th of December, 1891, and thirteen more vowed
never to touch, taste, nor handle.

But our most successful meeting was held just
before the midsummer holidays on the 20th of
July, 1892, Our boys and girls never did so well
before, never entercd so well into the spirit of
their picces. Near the close one little fellow
stood up and asked most pointedly, in a short
but spicy recitation,

“ You think it's good for me to sign,
‘Why don’t you do the same ?”

And when the invitation was given, a little
later, for anyone to come forward and sign the
pledge, one or two came up who are no longer
boys but whom we have been trying to geb
inside the Buand for their own and their fami-.
lies sakes.

Miss Morton always gives her most valuable
assistance at our meetings. Miss Archibald
also, when she can leave her work in Prince-
town.

Thus, you see, the Temperance work is grow-
ing even in Trinidad ; and where is it more
needed? I have never counted the rum shops
in Couva, bug, sitting here in my room, I can
count from memory nearly twenty, and all on
the one main street, a distance of one mile.

One cannot wonder at the children drinkin
as they grow up, for they see their parents do i
from the time that they are old enough to take
notice of anything, and are often even taught to
drink by their parents.

Not long ago, I saw one of my boys passing
the school house, carrying an infant not miote
than a monthold. 1 went out and asked him
(he is only eight years old) where he was going
with the infant. He answered : *“School missus,
my mother's got drunk, and she make one big,

big row, so the police come and lock her up in
the station, end tell me carry the child to the
hospital.” The child was taken to the hospital
and kept there till the mother was in a fit state
to take care of it,

Three of our Blue Ribbon boys are, I think,
deserving of mention. Two of them are brothers
aged 8 and 9 years respectively- They have
their mother, an old woman, to support. In
order to do this, they go to work in the cane
field every morning at six o’clock. They finish
their task at elev_n, sit down and eat their rice
and then run to school, thus getting the benefit
of the afternoon session every day.

The other little fellow is sifuated in the same
way, but he works three days and comes to
school the other three, carrying a little brother
of a year and a half on his back, and leading &
little sister by the hand.

1 am sorry to say that thesec are very, very
exceptional cases, in my school at any rate, but

Heartily to respond to, the ery of & dying world,
Come over and help us.”

it is well to have even a few of such exceptions
Locy A FISHER.
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LETTER FROM REV: NORMAN H. RUSSELL."
THE GREATEST, POWER IN INDIA.

Maow, Central India, Aug., 1892.
For the Record. ot

T NDIA cannot be uaid to have been Christian-
ized, but undoubtedly the moving force in
the great Empire is Christianity. The whole
developnent of India, her present and future
history, revolve about the naie of Christ. This
seems an exiravagant statement to make con-
cerning a heathen Jand, and probably would be
admitted by few people, even Europeans in
India, outside of the missionaries and their
friends. ButI believe it can be borne out by
the ample testimony of those who live nearest
to India—people who can feel the pulse of her
national movements and who know every
feeblest attempt within her that makes for
righteousness.
First, the name of Christ is probably one of
the best known in all India. To friend and foe
alike “Yishu Masih” (Jesus Christ) seldom

“needs introduction. I have watched crowds

again and again, when the Word was being
preached, listen attentively to a presentation of
God’s righteousness and sin’s sinfulness until
the name of Jesus was mentioned, when with a
look of disgust some would turn away, while
others would brighten into deeper aftention.
Entering a village not long ago, I began by ask-
ing the people “Do you know Jesus?” * Yes,
sahib.” * Do you believe on Him?” Yes; why
ghouldn’t we, seeing what.He has done for us?”
Sometimeago I wentdown tospeak to the native
regiment. They werenew menand didn't know
me, nor could my dress distinguish me frcm any
civilian. They were all gathered round me, not
kuowing what I was going to speak about, but
X fhad hardly uttered a few sentences before I
heard a whisper behind me : * Ob, yes, it'sabout
Yishu Masih.”

Not only is the name of Christ known, how-
ever, but the incldents of his life, either wholly
or in part, are perhaps better known, at least in
the centres of missionary influence, than any
other individual. There are heathen boys in our
schools who would shame any ordinary Sunday
school boy at home with his wonderful knowl-
edge of the minutest details of the life of Christ.
The reason is, they learn it daily and take an in-
terest in it. But outside of the schools also,
among every class, whether in town or village,
we find many familiar with the details of the
life of Jesus of Nazareth. They have probably
heard them from some passing preacher, or they
have visited the preaching centres in some
bazaar; or, it may be, they have sought to know
about this Jesus, that they mightrefute Him.
For, as Paul said, we have to rejoice that by
Mohammedan and Hindu alike, *in every way,

whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is
preached.”

No name is held up so conspicuously before
the people of India as the name of Christ. It is
preached to them; it is sung to them; it is
shown to them in pictures and magic lahtern
views. I have entered & village and been greeted
by the children with the first verse of a well
known hymn, ¢ Yishu Masih praua sachaiya.”
I have opened up my picture rolls and immedi
ately the figure and face of Jesus were chosen
out by the crowd.

Moreover, the literature of India is largely
Christi.n. No one but must regret that the
English novel, and too often the worst of them,
have crept into India. Nor is the country with
out a number of aspirants to novel fame on their
own account, though I can’t speak of their pro-
ductions. But among the masses the Bible and
books on and ebout Christianity are most fre-
quently found with those who can read. This
must be so when we hear that the North India
Bible Society, whose work extends only over a
limited portion of India, and in one language,
printed last year 122,558 copies of the Bible and
its portions, to say nothing of 270,208 tracts by
the Tract Society.

In few ways is money better invested than in
these Bible and tract societies. A beautifnl
edition of the Gospels is published at the re-
markably low price of one pize, or about one-
half cent. In Mhow and its vicinity alone dur
ing the past few months we hav e sold nearly 400
portions of the Bible, besides hundreds of
tracts, and much has been given in free distri-
bution. )

With Christ preached, sung and read into the
hearts and minds of the people of India, we need
say nothing as to the power he must exert on
their hearts. Perhaps those most deeply affected
would be the last to admit it, however. The .
prevailing sin of India to-day is pride; it stands
out more prominent than her Himalayan moun-
tain chain. It has swollen her cheeks till her
very cyesight is obstracted and she cannot see
herself. India acknowledges the beauty, the
grace, the sovereignty of Christ, but she willnot
bow to Him because He was not born a Brah
main nor inaugurated his religion in India.

But bend or not she cannot but give way toan
overwhelming force, and so she has compro
mised with her pride and adopted a religion,
that is half way. Christianity has acted on
India as the law did on Israel—it has been her
schoolmaster ; it has revealed to hersin. Acon-
fession such as the following from a recent
Hindu writer is not uncommon. He says:
“Have we got in Hindu society that blunt
honesty, truthfulness, independence of spirit, |
evidenced in impatience with injustice and in-
dignation at tyranny, that profound sense of in
Qividual responsibility in the collective which -

-characterizes the English? I say we have nob |
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# ¢ *  We have a convenient theory of

predestination to account for all that we are
and everything that we do. We may do any
wrong, but our conceit, slavish conceit, is such
that we are ready to find consolation in the ex-
cuse thav Fate bas so decreed. * * * We
may recognize the evil influences at work, eat-
ing intqo the very vitals of our society, but we
are too cowardly to lift our hands to stay them,
much less to remove them. * * *” Such
are confessedly the feelings of many Hindus upon
the subject.

The whole Somaj movement, however un-
willing they may be to confess it, has been born
of contact with Christianity and not due to any
innate gooduess in the Hindu religion or its fol-
lowers. Even the orthodox Hindus, who scorn
being held as in any way indebted to Chris-
tianity, have been forced to forsake all the
coarser forms of religious worship and deny all
the coarser religious books, and pin their allegi-
dnce to the Vedas they have never read, but
only know of by hearsay.

Speaking the other day with a young Hindu, I
asked him “Do you still believe in idolatry?”
“No.” “Do you still believe in the religious
character of the Hindu Pantheon--such, for in-
stance, as Krishna?” He replied: “I don’t be-
lieve in the licentious Krishna of the Premsa-
gar, but in the pure Krishna of the Bhagawad-
gita.” This is certainly one of the best of Hindu
sacred books, but the young man confessed he
had never read it. What does all this mean?
The sons of those men who held the licentious
Krishna as a god and worshipped him, now ab-
jure the god of their fathers for a mythical but
purer character in the Vedas. It seems that
the force of Christianity has been so strong in
civing India higher ideals and purer ambitions
that its people are gradually being driven from
the :morass of licentiousness and idolatry to the
purer heights of the “Hill of Righteousness.”
The silent effect of Christianity has alrcady de-
manded many reforms—the salvation of widows,
the doing away with child-marriage, etc. Caste
will go next, as it already has with the Somaj
people.

Moreover, India cannot remain long in its
present condition. The orthodox young Hindus:
talk of believing in and following the Vedas, but
though I have talked with many of them I have
never found one of them who had read even one
book of the Vedas. They cannot rest satisfied
thus. They will be forced to rend, and to read
will mean to be unsatisfied, for only Christ and
His religion will satisfy the people of India. The
course of true righteousness in India is slow,
but itis sure. It'may mcan much persecution,
cven bioodshed, but before this century closes in
onus the universal verdict will be “The Nazar-
ene has conquered.”

* Man is immortal till bis work is done.”

LETTER FROM . REV. D. McGILLIVRAY.
TO REV. J. M’GILLIVRAY.
Cnou WanG, March 21, 1892,

EEAR BROTHER- I will now write you some

account of my recent trip, and fora change
will keep the dates. I spent this forenoon in
getting together necessaries for the trip. JInone
trunk I put the clothes neccessary. By way of
stores, tins of food were stored away in the very
convenient cupboard, which the new mission
cart owes to the carpentry of Mr. McDougall
when he was with us. The cupboard is placed
within the cart, and the occupant’s back leans
against the door, a very comfortable seat being
thus provided. Besides this there is a well, <. e.,
the bottom of the cart is not flat as in the ordi.
nary carts, but has a small box let in below the
level of the ordinary bottom, very much as in a
buggy at home. All these variations are not
visible to the bystander, a most necessary thing
in curious China.

After dinner we were off for Hui Ling. This
is the town 25 li northwest, which I visited for
the first time in & dog cart drawn by the donkey
and cow to which you refer in your *Trip to
Honan ” in The Children's Record.

We soon arrived at the town and found helper
Li, whom we had sent ahead. We will take
him with us on this tour, so he gathers up his
bed and removes to the wretched inn we have
secured.

Lu, a Bible Society colporteur, is with us.
The Presbytery consented to have charge of him
for a year. He will not go with us on the tour,
but remain here until the three days’ fair is over
and then return to Chu Wang for further orders.
It is too late in the evening to go on the streets,
so we settle ourselves at the inn and do a little
reading.

A man from Shansi province comesin. He is
from a town occupied by a mission of the Ameri-
can Board. His first question is excessively
common : ‘ What's the advantage of your
preaching this doctrine?” Our answer is,
*Every Chinaman is first drawn to listen by g
latent hope that he will secure some earthly
benefit. Many aftewards learn *o know that
the Gospel has benefits far higher than wealth,
ete., to bestow.”

Then comes a2 B. A. “Have you seen our
books?” “Yes, I bought some and gave them
to my young nephew, because his lieart was
mauch disturbed, but I have not read them my-
self.” An absurd falschood.

The room in the inn, which is opposite the
gate and usually called “the best room™. for
guests, was here occupicd by a teacher and his
scholars, who could be heard incessantly howl-
ing or singing their lessons, with short intervalg
for meals. The noise was kept up even by lamp.

light in the evening, and they were at it again
next moraing before we were out of our beds,
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Lu, the colporteur above mentioned, is a

“Methodist from Laoling, N. E. of Pang Chuang.

I believe all his family are Christians. He told
me a rather curious thing about his conversion,
which was when he was quite young. He used
to be whipped a good deal, and he heard that
Jesus loves and protects those who trust Him,
and, as he himself said, this was the starting
point in his mind. We had much discussion of
doctrine in the evening before retiring; among
other things prayer and fasting, the iatter of
which the Methodists do not practice and which
the Presbyterians in Shantung do.
Tuesday, March 22.

This morning we secured table and bench and
planted them at & co.ner by which most of the
people going between the two theatre stages
must pass. One stage was in one quarter of the
town and the other in another, and these per-
formances for re-dedication of the temple were
to continue several days. We had not intended
staying, but afterwards stayed two days.

The entertainmert included a species of dumb
figure show. Gorgeously dressed figures had

. little boys inside, whose arms wagged to and fro

inside the figure's arms, the whole Leing borne
aloft by a man.,

We constantly bear, as we did to-day, ‘“God is
dumb, how can Ie speak with men?” (referring
to our constant assertion that we have His word
This seems to show that
they have no conception of a supernatural
revelation,

One old man with a well-preserved face
listened and expressed his belief that if a man
did good he would receis e pardon of his sins. X
showed him that all men’s hearts uad a root of
evil, Could we ourselves cure it? ‘““No,” he
said, ‘“‘we cannot cnre the evil root.” We
pointed out that God could do so.

In the evening a B. A. came who was the pro-
prietor of the inn, though not the landlord. He
has been a B. AL 13 years, and all the candidates
for that degree from this region must be guar-
anteed by him to the examiner now from Peking
at Chang Te conducting the final examination
for B. A. All the other prehpunary examina-
tions are conducted, not by the Imperial ex-
aminer, but by the local officials, ThisB. A.,
when he called on us, was fulsome in {lattery,
and during the conversation told a great many
lies, the object of all which was the getting of
more money from us for our room. The land-
lord had brought him in for the express purpose.
1 did not fail to point out the lies to -the helpers
after he had gone, and to preach the moral that
there is not & Confucianist who would not lie
most extravagantly to gain an advantage. He
took up a New Testament and read the first
chapter of Blatthew right down to the miracu-
lous conception, which is a great stumbling
block to them; but the helper pointed out sev-

eral instances of similar things in the Cdnfdci‘am
odays
ist’literature.

In the evening of this day considerable snow
fell. Unless the rains come soon the wheat will
be a failure here; the snowfall has been quite

insufficient.
‘Wednesday, 23rd, '

About +0 8. m. the weather cleared and we had
a good day’s preaching. At noon I went to a
mat shed erected by an itineraunt caterer in the
eating house business for my dinner. Beggars
come in and beg a morsel. A child was eating
at one table and a beggar child held out his
bowl for a bit, which was given. The pallid face
of the beggar child, receiving a pittance from one
of about his own age, but in happier circum-
stances, was a touching sight.

. Thursday, 24th.

Left at dawn for Ling Chang, a hsien city.
We reached here in time for a market of grain,
but owing to high winds and lateness of the day,
most of the villagers having by this time gone
home, we could not get the people to stand any
Iength of time and listen.

During this trip high winds, bearing clouds of
dust, frequently prevailed, and of course ren-
dered open-air work, such as ours is, compara-
tively futile. Were glad to see that some tracts
which we had pusted up on & previous visit to
this town had not yet succumbed to the weather
nor the violent hands of wicked men.

Friday, 25th.

Noticed at the city gate a long yellow slip of
paper announcing that such and such a temple
was being repaired and subscriptions were be-
ing solicited. Hence we had not proceeded far
before we saw a priest kneeling and prostrating
himself at every door. As he chanted some of
his unintelligible canons he smote at zegular in-
tervals & large wooden redfish, the meaning of
which I do not understand, unless it be a
Chinese indirect way of hinting that without
lvaves and fishes the priests cannot live, and
therefore those who wish to get the benefit of
his masses:must give him support.

When ne got opposite the Confucian temple
he made his prostration to the sage. See how
Baddhism cunnot afford to pass Confucianism
by, neither can Taouism. Everybody is Con-
fucianist and uses Buddhist or Taoust priests
just as it appears convenient or most custom-
ary in the locality. This bcwing was on the
street, opposite a high monumental wall which
stands facing tle temple. On this wall are ex-
amination lists, with the names in circular,
round-robin fashion. .

Recently the government of the province has
had posted on the wall the tax rolls of all the
counties of the province. By reference to it-you
can sec how much taxes are required this year,
any arrears, any exemptions, ete., granted,
owing to flocds or famine, also how much grain
is required in addition to the silver.,
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Right in the face-of this proclamation is posted
a small red card. The characters are as follows:

“0 sovereign Heaven! O sovereign earth!
In my house there is a night-crying weasel. Let
the virtuous passer-by but read these words
. thrice and it will sleep till day dawning.” It is
believed that a crying baby is possessed by a
weasel, and that the reading of this charm will
cause it to sleep.

Thus right at one spot we see Buddhism, Con-
fucianism, Governor's edict with dragon border,
and absurdest superstitions due to Taouism,
and they all fiourish together. Iad a good day.
Saw some Catholic natives. There is a two days’
fair here and we are in good time for it.

At noon took dinner at a food shop in the city.
The shrine of the shop gods had no images, only
their names on o sheet of ied paper, before
which incense is burned. There was some fanc)
Chinese writing on the wall, the different parts
of each character assuming the shape of birds.

Saturday, 26th.

At morning worship we were disturbed by
somebody (?) tearing our window paper, probally
to get a peep at the foreigners’ worship. But,
no, it was only a mule who was taking this way
to while away the time before his straw was
given him. By the way, when we arrived here
this window was practically paperless, and with
the winds at this season we should have too
much ventilation. Accordingly, I threaiened
the landlord with diminution of room rent un-
less he papered it up, which threat was immedi-
ately effectual. .

We tried here 1n vain to get something done
for our lame mule. The following were the
medical opinions expressed: * He has got cold
in the joint,” and * He is simply tired walking.”

This evening I went into a barber shop to get
ashave. The chief artist was lying on & bed in
a state of intoxication. He had just had his
smoke. A woman who appeared to be his wife
was seated near by. She had also had her
smoke. It was a sad scene.

Sabbath, 27th.

- hear that a peggar nas died on the street and
the body now lies there covered with a mat. At
Hsun Hsien we could see the shallow graves of
these poor wretches, whose bodies dogs had de-
voured.
to have anything to do with such acorpse. If
he had he would surely be blamed for the death
of the man. Such is inhuman Chinese law.

To-day at the fair heard the following objec-
tion : * If Christ is God and came to earth there
would be no God left in Hesven.” Ofcourse
the objection comes from not understanding
Trinity.

Monday, 25th.

Leave for Tzn Chow. This city has three
bsien under it, and it is in that corner of Thibli

province which runs down into Honan. We
cross Chih 1i here to reach the northern projec-

No one but the magistrate would dare |

tion of Honan. We find that there is soon to be
a fair here and we are very glad.

Near here we passed two stone statues, sphinx
like, haif buried in the earth, one is on each side
of the road. As we pass we notice that the
headless trunk of the one and the face of the
other is copiously streaming with black cart-
wheel oil. This is put on by passing carters in
the belief that spirits dwell in the stone which
have power to transfix the cart of the unbeliever
on the spot. Hence an offering is mnecessary,
‘What so convenient as cart oil, and as there is
no vessel in front of the image to receive the
offering it is put directly on his mouth. ,

This Tzu Chow is directly north of Chang Te
fu and therefore on the great road. A small
river runs across the road south of the city. In
ancient times a fine stone bridge spanned it, but
it has fallen loug since and left a yawning
gulf. The ends remain to show that once there
was 2 decent bridge. The river sometime at
high flood has worn a very deep and wide gully.
The natives built a culvert, reached by a de-
flected road, and the king's great highway, year
after year, is satisfied with the culvert. The
whole is a melancholy though instructive esam-
pleof the entire absence of public spirit in China,

Our supply of ready cash being all spent, our
Chinese took ten ounces of silver, perhaps about,
eleven dollars, and went into the city to change
it for cash. Of course the bank scales here are
not the same as at Chu Wang., There is abso-
lutely no standard for any weighi and measure
in China. This confusion is all to the advantage
of the seller and to the sure loss of the buyer.
In this we were buying the cash. In any case the
foreigner loses. The process took all the after-
noon, and my three men could not, without risk-.:

ing a strain, carry the procceds of the eleven

dollars to the inn. The white mule is duly led
to the bank by the carter. Thirty-three strings
of cash are put in bags, half or one side and half
on the other, and so placed on the mule’s back.
In this way the spoil is borne off in triwmph to
the inn.

As I write these words my Chu Wang barber
has come in, and while I continue writing he
stands behind my chair, like the boy in the pic-
ture, combing my queue. Time is thus saved,,

Tuesday, 29th.

Went to the fair held in the open ficlds south
of the city, where is a temple to the god of fire.
In the afternoon we went and opened fire.
Sellers were only getting tents and booths
erected to day, hence few listeners.

Cuu Wane, Saturday, April 2.

T intended writing you an account of my. later
experiences, but time does not allow. Am off
agsin on Mondsy, this time I hope for a long
time. During the dog ¢ays when we are con-
fined to the house I may write you of them.

Yours lovingly,
Donsrn
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LETTER FROM REV. MURDOCH McKENZIE,
Hsix CueN, HONAN, 15th July 1892,

M?\Y DEAR MR, YUILE :—After the meeting of

Presbytery at Chu Wang in January, Mr.
MacVicar and I came to Hsin Chen to join
Mr. Smith in carrying on the work abt t,lns‘
station.

The Chinese were then in the midst of their
New Year festivities, During that season busi-
of all kinds is suspended, debts are supposed to
be paid, family reunions are held all over the
Eimnpire, and the people generally hope the sun
of prosperity will shine on them all through the
year. Nor are the Chinése unmindful of their
deities at that season, as the annual ceremonies
in connection with T'ao Chun, the kitchen god,
abundantly testify. This is purely a household
god, almost every family having an altar on the
stove dedicated to him. He cares for all the
family and reports concerning them to Yu
Huang, the great Emperor. He is supposed té
ascend to heaven on the 24th day of the twelfth
month in a paper chair to make his report. If
faithful he is to report on those who have been
guilty of evil deeds during the year. Trust the
Chines~ to devise plans whereby their conduct
will be put in a favorable light.: On the day of
his ascent -offerings of rice, flour, puddings,
fruits and sugar are made. In the estimation of
those guilty of misconduct the last named article
is quite indispensable, and it will cause his
mouth to stick so that he will not be able to re-
port any bad actions of the family to the great.
Emperor.

The festivities over, medical and evangelistic
work were commenced at once, the former in
the compound, the latter for a time in towns and
villages around. When circumstances made it
necessary that two of our number should attend
to the work in Hsin Chen, Mr. MacVicar re-
mained with Dr. Smith while I visited many of
the villages in the neighborhood. Some account
of that work ruay be of interest to you.

This was the first time that I was left alone
face to face with the Chinese. On former occa-
sions it was my privilege to accompany some of
the brethren who arrived in China earlier than
I and see how the work was done by them.
Though the presence of a brother missionary
gives courage:to the heart, it does not give free-
dom to the tongue in carly efforts at speaking.
On that account I was glad for a time to be
thrown on my own resources more than before.
Freedom in speaking comes only by practice in
Chinese as in other languages.

I carried in my hand on cach occasion a supply
of tracts and pamphlets for sale.

Wending my way along daily from Hsin Chen
to the outlying villages there was one name
given.me with which I beecame very familiar. It
was freely used, too, by parties of all ages rang-
ing from six years to sixteen. On no occasion

—7

am I aware of going and returning without
hearing it. It is the name most frequently ap-
plied to Christ’s ambassadors in North China
during the earlier years of their work. It is
Yang-Kicli tzu, meaning “foreign devil.” The
average Chinese, with the greatest complacency,
thus designate Christian workers, Often when,
hearing this epithet thrown at me by boys and
girls I paid no attention whatever to it. When
used by older people it proved a good way of re-
plying, to ask, “ What is a devil? Have you
Chinese, devils, when you speak of us as foreign
devils? What kind of work does the devil de-
light in? Have you seen me guilty of such
work 2"

In the great majority of cases men hesitate for
a time before calling it again after speaking to
them. I have met with a few who insisted, not-
withstanding appearances to the contrary, in
the presence of a large number of their fellow-
villagers, that I certainly was & devil. Reason-
ing serves little purpose with such men. Their
aim is to incite disturbance. To the credit of
the Chinese let it be'said, however, that in no
case did the majority support the individuals of
this class met with.

Having reached a village, my aim always was
to sell a few books if possible and get, the people
quicted. There is no escaping their curiosity.
All flock round the strange being so suddenly
landed in their midst. Questions astoname, age,
country, etc., follow in quick succession. On
various occasions I followed their own example.
It then caused surprise that a foreigner was
actually able to ask a few simple questions so as
to be understood by them.

If not a careful observer of Chinese manners
the foreigner may be apt to conclude- from the
observations heard that he speaks their language
with some fluency. Let him be patient. -By the
time this stage is reached a majority of the vil-
lagers stand scanning the missionary carefully,
the curiosity of some is about satisded and
gradually these and others move away.

An enquiry as to who in the audience can read
elicits statements that sadden the heart. In
some cases not more than two or three adults in
a village can do so. So faras I can judge from
actual contact with the people it would be safe
to estimate that over ninety per cent. of them do
not recognize & written character. It struck
them as surprising that in some western lands
about the same percentage did know characters
and could read and write.

It was my invariable practice to try and find
standing ground near an idol temple, so as to
obtain as much information as possible from
the people regarding their mud images. In
every village visited such temples were to be
found, Many had no schools, but 211 had tem-
ples. Asarxule the people were quite candid in
avowing their belief in idols as their gods, but
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when questioned as to who the images reprd-
sented the answers given were far from satisfac-
tory. It was not their custom, they said, to in-
quire into such matters. Besides, they were not
able to read, and could not be expected to know.

Getting them to give what items of informa-
tion they could regarding the idols it was an
eagy transition from that to speak of the true
God, and incidentally, by way of contrast with
Him, show how unworthy such images were of
the worship of rational beings. To this a num-
ber wovld readily express assent, but a glance at
their faces sufficed to show how little that
meant. If I spoke depreciatingly of the idols
and appreciatingly of the true God, it was easy
to secure hearty approval. If the reverse pro-
cess were followed I am quite satisfied the ap-
proval would be equally hearty, and as sincere
otherwise, in one case as in the other.

In some cases my aim was by question and
answer to impart some of the most elementary
Gospel truths. The catechetical method is well
adapted for this purpose when we meet with
those who are ready to answer our queries. Not
often is such the case, buf every occasion on
which I met with such persons resort was had
to that plan.

You may possibly want to know whether I
met with persons who possessed any spiritual
conceptions of God or seemed to understand
readily such ideas when presented. Thus far it
has not been my privilege to meet with one such

case, Every day persons were met with who pro--

fessed to believe in a certain Las-Tien-yeh, the
old Lord of Heaven, or the Supreme Being.

Being pressed to give more information re-
garding this personage the answer frequently
given was, *“All Chinese worship him. Who
would not ivorship the old Lord of Heaven?'
“Well, why should you worship him?” “Why,"”
they say; ‘‘is it not he who causes the rain to
descend and the wina to blow?” “How, then,
do you worship him?” ‘“By burning incense
and bowing, of course.” *Whose will is it that
you should thus worship him ?” “That wedo not
know.” The next question in order is, “ What
kind of being is.this Lord. of Heaven?” To this
various answers have been given, but in no
case could I infer that the person referred to
had any resemblance to the Christian’s God.

A favorable opportunity was often obtained
for presenting some Biblical truth after such a
¢ wquy. It occasioned me surprise that in no
case did the people ascribe tlie' creation of the
world to the old Lord of Heaven, This honor,
they say, belongs to o certain Paw Au. Heis to
them as shadowy as all their other deities, and
is said to have been only a man. There is no
coherence in the -traditions afloat concerning
him, or in the account given of his creating pro-
cess. :

It may not be out of place to mention here

t

that the sun was f.requéntly pressed into service
as an illustration. One sun’ illuminated the
avorld, not two. One Emperor ruled in China,
not two. Why, then, should it be imagined that
such a numbeér of gods were necessary to control
the world? If one sun gave light to all the
world, why might not one god direct all this
world's affairs? Further, that sun, whence
came it? Man could make many uscful article;
could he make a sun? Must not the Being who
could create that sun possess great power? Could
the images in their temple create one? What
was it in their power to create? Should they
not trust this great God? His greatness was
shown in His works of creation. His goodness
in the bountiful provision he had made for men’s
wants, and His love in giving His Son to die for
sinners.

Just there, however, a different point is
reached. Of sin as we understand it the Chinese
have no conception. This need cause no sur-
prise, as they know nothing regarding the true
God. No advance is made by speaking to them
of a Saviour from sin when they do not believe
that sin is a very serious matter. They of course
believe in doing good, in laying up merits for
themselves. How? By burning incense, kneel-
ing before the idols, reverencing parents, and
worshipping Heaven and earth. In contrast to
this we explain the Christian way of doing good
as simply as possible.

In questioning them regarding the future the

answer most frequently given was, ‘“Who
knows anything about the future?” In other
cases it was, ‘‘There is no future.” When a

man dies there is an end of him. Their aim was
to enjoy life in the world they know about A
few remarks on the Bible revelation of the
future life always came in appropriately in such
conneetions,

It always tended to increase the interest if I
succeeded in getting one or two persons to
answer queries; and through these endeavored
to speak to the little company that was willing
to remain and listen. ’

Only he who meets the Chinese face to face
can understand the varied emotions which their
sad, hopeless condition awakens. Such experi-
ences-enable one to realize more forcibly what
the feelings of Christ’s heart must have been as
He met multitudes ignorant of the greatest re-
alities in time or eternity. Yet it is doubtless
true that we meet in China with human beings
in a sadder condition even than many Jesus met
in Palestine, ,

‘While visiting those villages my attention
was drawn from time to time to certain typical
individuals met with in almost every district
visited.

One of the most characteristic of these was the
would-be wise man. He professed to under-
stand all that was'said, and often undertook to
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explain it to others. .He had not visited other
lands, yet he talked of them in such a way as to
lead one to imagine that his stores of informa-
tion were vast indeed. On all kinds of topics he
volunteered to advance information not pos-
sessed by the others. This ind of persop
amused me, but never gave me much that could
be reproduced.

The next may be termed the would-be-superior
man., He is usually a better dressed man than
the above, and can be readily singled out by the
lordly airs he assumes. He seldom listens to
what is said and usually moves about so as to
prevent others receiving anything inferior to his
own noble ideas! It often happened that he at-
tempted, and succeeded, too, to annoy the
speaker a little and draw away the audience
with him. It was possible to respect the former
person. Itis very difficult avoiding a feeling of
contempt for the latter.

Another person met with occasionaliy was the
swould-be friendly man. He favors both Chinese'
and foreigners, makes a show of assisting while
he encourages in hindering, all thu foreigner
does. He will urge his fellow-villagers to give
the foreign teacher a hearing, while those near
him are advised to call out *foreign devil.” If
fairly tackled he will throw off the guise and ap-
pear in his true colors. TheChinese understand
him and so does the foreigner. The veneer is
too transparent in his case. This class of per-
son usually awakened & feeling of pity.

It is to be hoped that there are truly wise men
and really superior men among these people. 1t
might tend to raise them in my estimation did
they assume less and give evidence of being that
to which they laid claim. To the credit of the,
Chinese I must say that in almost every village
there were those who acted as trua friends.

It cannot be said that there is very much to
encourage the heart in the attitude of the people
towards the Gospel in the parts visited. Not
one in a hundred thinks it worth while to put a
single question to the speaker that would indi-
cate areal desire to know more regarding God
or His truth. This Gospelis a foreign importa-
tion with ‘which they have no concern. Why
should they interest themselves in it? They
have three religions in China already. This is
not one of the three. To them that is sufficient.
They do not desire the Gospel and fail to see
what advantages it can givg them. If it gave
more money, food and tobacco it might be more
deserving of attention.

It helps one to know that in doing such work
we are engaged much the same as our Saviour

‘himself was. He went about the towns and vil-
lages of Palestine preaching the Kingdom of
God. The form in which He presented the
truth was often decided for Him by the state of
mind of His hearers. He turned to account tho

common vursuits of mer in illustrating-His own

glorious mission. He filled natural objects, so
to say, with spiritual meaning. The Missionaty
in Chins vries the work but a short time when
he realizes that a few months with such a
preacher would be an inestimable privilege. He
is still with us according to His promise, and
His example as a preacher is very precious. My
brief experie'ice in village' work has taaght me
that it is seldom wise to take much for granted
in dealing with the Chinese. The speaker hears
the remark made tbat all he says is clearly
understood. He feels flattered. Let him ask a
very few questions on his own address and le
may feel disposed to give up his work for that
day. He may have spent half an hour endeavor-
ing to lead them to understand some elementary
truths regarding God and Jesus and thinks he
has succeeded fairly well, If }~ pauses most
likely he will hear the remark, “His religion
and ours are the same. He has heen exhorting
us to worship Heqven and ecarth.” Precisely
what he did not say is what they hold he did.
Experience emphasizes, too, what I have
heard from various parties, viz, that it is unwise
introducing more than one or two points in a.
single address to the Chinese. If at one time it
is made clear that there is one true God and but
one, that is a great point gained. If at another
it is clearly shown that death does not end all,
that is a great advance on anybthing they now
have. Ifat another, that Jesus is not a British
sage, had no particular connection with that
country, is a greater teacher even than Con.
fucius and is as indispensable to the world as
the suu is, that might be regerded as a success-
ful day’s work. So with many poiats that
might be mentioned. One great truth, if it is
made clear and if we got the Chinese to take
hold of it, or let it take hold of them, is often as
much as we can hope for in a forenoon’s work.
This work has taught me, too, the unwisdom
of thinking that the Gospel can be fully pro-
claimed on first visits. The Missionary does
well in some cases if he can get a hearing for a
few minutes. In others he has made a consider-
able advance if he has convinced the Chinese

“that it is possible for a foreigner to speak their

language. In certain villages he may only have
been able to show that idols are unworthy of
being trusted or served. It is not always possi-
ble for a Missionary to decide what form his re-
marks may take, his audience does that for him.
One day it may be preaching truth, another up-
rooting error. He must turn to what use he can
every opportunity given him. I have been
taught, too, to look for varied experiences.and to
guard against concluding in advance how any
particular village may receive us. Some people
will listen for a time gladly, others absolutely
refuse to do so, The arrival of a few ““scholars”
has on some occasions taken away about a han-
dred persons in a few minutes,
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In one town the people received me with ex-
traordinary kindness. Tracts were bought,
questions were asked, the doctrine was listened
to, cake and tea brought and the Missionary
" given to feel that he was a most welcome visitor.
On the day following that on which the town so
treating me was visited I attended:another in
which a mob hissed and jeered me, threw mud
in abundance, made several attempts at drag-
ging me to the ground, and rushed together
from different sides in the hope that thus they
would male it impossible for me to say a word
there. A man may expect very varied receptions
among the Chinese, and after a time gets used
to'all kinds of treatment.

Several attempts at disturbing, evidently with
the hope of ultimately ejecting us, were made
here during the spring. Charges of various
kinds were circulated in the town. Beggars
came to demand money on three occasions.:
Workmen were interfered with in coming to
work in our compound, The weather being very
dry for atime we were of course responsible and
must be dealt with accordingly. In order to ob-
tain concerted action, and the approvel of the.
gods as’well, a meeting was held in a temple
close by. There an oath was taken that no food
would be given to any person in our service ; we
were to be debarred drawing water from the
tiver, workmen prohibited from carrying on re-
pairs and assistance in any and every form re-
fused to us.

Notwithstanding these threats the sick were
treated and the Gospel preached as usual. A
howling mob came daily and threw pieces of
hrick at the back door of our compound, and
when renionstrated with grew very indignant.
The situation continuing thus for a few days,
we were compelled at last to appeal to the Man-
darin to issue a proclamation forbidding disturb-
ances and in the interests of peace, and since
that time we have not had very much trouble.

Sabbath, the 26th of June, was a day to belong
remembered by all of us. On that day we were
privileged to see two Chinese receive Christian
baptisin and afterwards partake with them of
the Lord’s Supper. The name of the senior man
is Ohow Chang Ching and of the junior (he is a
_ son of the former), Chow Te Wen. The former
was blind for several years. About three years
ago Dr. Smith performed anoperation on his eyes
which restored his sight after a short time
Being informed by him at the same time of the
great Physician, who could illuminate the dark-
ened mind and set the captives free, the story
interested him and he soon gave evidence of a
real delight in it. His son commenced to do the
same, They bave been directed in their reading
and taught occasionslly +while the brethren
toured here. Their love to Jesus and the Bible
increased as they came to know more of them.

missed, the Sabbath was soon observed and an
application made to be received into the Church
more than & year ago.

As the old man had used opium up to that
time it was deemed advisable to defer baptism
until it was completely given up. That he has
had grace given him to do. It refreshed our
hearts to be in contact with them for a week
tefore they were received into the Church. Pray
with us that God will enable them to be fuithful
to the end and make them instrumental in lead-
ing many others to trust in the Saviour. ,

Unite with us in praising God, too, for this
evidence of the Gospel of Christ being His power
to the salvation of these Chinese. We trust
many others will soon be led to follow our
Saviour wifh them. For this we work and
pray. This, we believe, will in God’s time be
given us in Hsin Chen. We are scarcely at the
sowing stage yet. We are but removing the ob-
structions and preparing the soil. If that part
of the work is not done, or done carelessly,
neither the sowing or reaping times will be as
Jjoyous as we may hope for. May God give us
wisdom to clear away allhindrances, prepare the:
soil aright, and sow it everywhere with good
seed of the Kingdom. Itis His to give the in-
crease, and that we know He surely will.

The work is now becoming a delight to all of
us. The language difficulties are gradually get-
ting fewer., We are learning to know the peo-
ple better and will thus be able more effec-
tively to ply their hearts and consciences with
the Gospel. Pray continually that the hearers
as well as the speakers may be prepared by the
Spirit of the living God for their respective parts
in this great work,

The rainy season is on at present. The river
banks have bursted to north and south of us.
Many houses are said to have been completely
destroyed. The country for many miles around
is covered with water. Our house roofs are
leaking badly, too. The season may be a trying
one yet. Allof us have felt slightly indisposed
already, but are hoping that with the rain the
weather will for a time be cooler. )
Yours in Christian sympathy and love,

MurpocH MCKENZIE.

Theology hath nothixig new in it, except thab
which is false. The preaching of Paul must be
the preaching of the minister to-day. There is
no advancement here. 'We may advance in our
knowledge of God’s revealed truth ; but it stands
the same, for this.good reason—that it is perfect,
and perfection cannot be any better.

An old couple who greatly glorified God-by
their lives were asked, “ And have you never
any clouds¢” ¢‘Clouds,” said the woman,—
¢ clouds ; why, yes, sir; else where would all the

"4 family altar was seb up, the idols were dis-

0

blessed showers come from 2”
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LETTER FROM MR. CROIL.
MoNTREAL, Oct. G, 1892.

“SEAR Mr. Scorr.—At Miss Croil's request I

send you herewith a commurication
which she has just received from our mutual
friend Mrs, Watt. Its perusal has afforded us
great pleasure. For myself I can say that I do
not remember ever to have read anything of the
kind that came much nearer my idea of a first
class missionary letter. .

I have generally found that the women of the
mission fleld are by far the best correspondents,
and Ican point to this letter as illustrative of
my statement. It is not only breezy, graphic,
and readable ; it contains a great deal of valuable
and interesting information regarding the modus
operandi of mission work among the New Hebri-
des. And that is what I always clamoured for
when I occupied your chair.

We cannot understand the difficulties our
missionaries have to encounter, nor appreciate
their endurance and patient waiting for results,
without an intimate knowledge of their daily
round of toil and duty ; of their common every-

day experiences—even of those casual, trifling |

incidents which give at least variety to the
otherwise monotonous daily routine. It is only
by such realistic pictures as Mrs. Watt places
before us in this simple story, told so naturally,
and yet so effectively, that we can sympathize
to any appreciable extent with the joys and sor-
rows, the hopes and fears, the successes and the
disappointments of beloved missionaries—men
and women—who having voluntarily relinquish-
ed the comforts of home, the delights and privi-
leges of civilized life and society, and all the
advantages which accrue from refined environ-
ment, have consecrated their lives and all they
have to the enlightenment and elevation of
those who are sitting in darkness, and for the
advancement of the cause and kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. .

Readers of the RECORD need not be told that
Mr. and Mrs. Watt are not missionaries of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada. ‘They are
representatives of the New Zealand Presbyterian
Church ; but they are not on that account un-
deserving of our sympathy. The work in the
New.Hebrides is one of the best illustrations of
the “ comity of missions” that is anywhere to be
found, for there the missionaries of half a dozen
different churches have been working together
harmoniously formany years. This work is one,
and none can sing with deeper emotion than
they, the lines so often sung here at home,—

*“We share our mutual woes,
Qur mutual burdens bear,

And often for each other flows
The Sympathizing tear.”

And let it never be forgotten that Mr. and
Mrs. Johnston, and Mr. and Mrs., Matheson,
natives of Nova Scotia, and missionaries of the
Presbyterian Church in that Province, after
years of heroic toil on Tanna, all died at the post
of duty in the distant New Iiebridqs.

Yours very sincerely,
James CrOIL.

LETTER FROM MRS. WATT. |
TANNA, NEW HEBRIDES, July 16, 1802,

(_é)l\?/I\Y DeArR Miss CroiL i—

¢ Duvies waiting on Lhe threshold
‘Will not be denied,

Others, coming round the corner,
Crowding to their side,

How shall I their number master?
How shall I get through?”

These words strikingly describe our circum.
stances and express the question constantly on
our lips during the first eight or ten months
after our return to Tanna from our recent fur-
lough. Our time was so fully occupied at the
two principal stations that it was hard to find
time to visit the out stations. We did make
one or two trips to all the stations, but evidently
the peopie were disappointed that Missi Bran
did not go, and many were the inquiries about
the sprained foot, for all had heard of it. "While
it almost seemed as if we could not have pressed
more work into each day than we did, yet had it
not been for said painful foot, doubtless I too
would have itinerated.

At length I made up my mind to try and visit
one or two places in the part of our district
where the native paths are fairly good.- Accord-
ingly on Monday morning May 30th, we started
from Port Resolution. The day was fine and
the road good. Our destination was Yanatuan,
Pavega’s station. The first four or five miles
was on comparatively level ground till near our
first halting place, when the path led down a
bleak sand hill, on going down which your foot
sinks half & foot or more cach step you take as
the sand yields before it. Once down the sandy
hill side we were at the sea beach and then we
wound our way up a gully for some distance and
then climbed up a steep path tothe village which
is named Yanumarer. Sane and Yecrimu
taught there while we were in Scotland, but
owing to certain circumstances we took them
away and now Sane only goes on Sabbaths, or
for a spell of a week or two at a time. We
intend spendi  a week there ourselves ina
month or so.

‘We were well received by the few worshipping
people and supplied with luncheon of native
roots roasted, and green cocoanuts as a beverage,
Our long walk made us enjoy our simple meal. |
After that we bad a service with the people in |
the church. I should bave said that at Yan |
marer we have a nice grass hut of our own with |
reed bench for bedstead, &c. Our Aneityum
teachers Neeath and Sane had been our burden
bearers thus far, but now they turned back and
the Yanumarer people took their places and
conveyed us to the next station. Now however
all the level road was behind, and one hill after
another lay before. I did reclize very vividly
that every hill has its hollow, for it was up and
down, up and down very much like the switct :
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back railway we saw lately in the Edinburgh
Exhibition grounds, only much more trying on
my feet and lungs. I had travelled the same
path before, but this time vowed I would never
o again so leng as I can get to see our friends
by some other path.

On the way we passed thro’ two villages but
unfortunately we saw no one, and as the day
was becoming far spent and our attendants had
to return home,we trudged on, or as I expressed
it, “°hirpled ” for every step I remembered I had
an aching foot, and laid it down most gingerly.

At length the last hill was climbed and we
reached Yaneveker. There Yamen has been
teaching for a few months, but before he went
there the services were conducted bya Tanaman
named Rabyiahammer. Yaneveker is the new
station that was opened during our absence; it
is really a branch from Yanatuan. Here again
we were supplied with food and our burden
bearers were sent back with eatables both cooked
and raw. Aswe had still some distance to go
we had no service, but getting fresh burden
bearers we resumed our march. Alas for me the
last descent into the valiey and ascent up the
opposite side were the worst of all; the path was
very steep and at some places I was literally
dragged up by a native. I felt clean forfouch-
ten” at some places, but set a “‘stout hert to a
stye brae” and so reached the top, panting for
breath, and drenched with perspiration. Bat
we again got a hearty welcome and when after
tea we had & wee service in our grass hut with
the natives of the village, and heard how
heartily they sang, and how fervently two or
three prayed, I forgot the long road and the
steep climb.

‘Worship over, we hung up our mosquito net-
ting to keep off lizards, spiders, rats, etc., laid
our cotton mats,on the reed bench, the one to
do duty as mattress, sheets, etc., the other as a
covering, and with: an air pillow for each we
sought rest. We slept well and rose refreshed,
and after a breakfast of yams and tea we had
service, gave a present of a dress to each indi-
vidual, and with many a kind word and look we
left Yanatuan and returned to Yaneveker.
Down the steep path, however, 1 would not go,
preferring the longer way down to the sea-heach
on the one side and up on the other side of the
valley. Our burden-bearers had less to carcy
now, buv even when we take only the bare
necessaries of life we require one or two porters,
or more generally porteresses, for the women
are the burden-bearers on Tanna. At Yane-
veker we had a nice service with a hearty people,
and then bidding thein gond-bye we started to
go back to. Port Resolution.

On our return journey we took what I call the
“ mountain path,” rising gradually up the spur
of the hill. On the one side nothing is to be
seen, but on the other you have a lovely view of

the mountains towering some 4,600 feet high,
while between you and them lies a lovely valley,
with magnificent tree ferns waving their most
graceful fronds with every passing breeze while
nearer you see fine fields of taro, yam and other
native crops. By-and-by we reach a place called
Yakuribus, where a splendid stretch of ocean,
harbor, hill and valley bursts on your view, with
our Workers’ Memorial Church distinctly visibla
as it nestles on the point of land at Port Resolu-
tion, which land is known to the natives as
the ¢ fish’s tail” and which as seen from the high
land it very much resembles.

Leaving Yakuribus we had a little of the hill
and valley road to encounter, but only a little.
A strange custom prevailson this part of the road.
Every native as he passes along puts a fern or
other leaf either on the ground or on the branch
of a tree, just as the withered leaves which have
been laid down by those who have gone before
indicate, We, of course, pay no attention to the
custom, but every native does so most faithfully,
and gives as the reason that were they to fail
the god or spirit haunting that part of the
mountainr would hide the path from them and
they would lose their way.

A little after passing this place we began to
descend gently and went through a place which
I have called “Balaam Pass.” It is a deep fissure
or chasm, moss probably a rent in the earth
caused by an earthquake. It is only a foot or
two wide at the bottom, and rising at some-
places 20 or 30 feet. This narrow cutting con-
tinues some distance, and shortly after emerging
from it you come to the village of Yakwanemee.
There we rested and waited for an old man
named Nasueiyu, who had promised to join the
worshipping party. He and his old wife came,
but the latter drew back in terror when I offered
to shake hands with her, and uttered an .excla-
mation of horror when she saw her husband be-
ing dressed in a shirt as th& outward sign that
from thenceforth he was going toattend chuxch.
I tried all I could to explain that we have to do
with God whether we would or not, and that He
wishes all of us to worship and love Him, but I
fear she was not convinced, and since then I
haveé heard of her death. The ceremony of cloth-
ing Nasueiyu over, after a little personal dealing
with one or two wild-looking fellows, e re-
sumed our walk and in a short time arrived at
the next village, Ikwrupi. There we got fresh
porteresses, the others returning to Yaneveker,
while we plodded homewards. gB this time my
foot was paining me much, and when a few
miles further on we reached the head of Port
Resolution Bay I was very glad to get a sail
down it in a_canoce. Though jaded in body we
felt refreshed in mind, for we felt encouraged by
the attention of the natives at each place, and
had we not the realization of one b essedness

spoken of in Scripture, ‘‘Blessed. are yo that
sow.”

Yours very siacerely,
AgnEs C. P, WarT,
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(‘;hm‘ﬂl g}uus mzﬂ mﬂﬁ“ﬁ. {,‘;eenx'xfrous friend of the college, resident in Mont-
. : Knox College o%ened October 5th with a lec-
CArLLs. ture from Rev. Dr. Grege. The presence of a
To Mr. J. K. Smith, D.D., from First Congre- | Bumber of the delegates to the Alliance gave
getional, Port Hope. ~ Accepted. «added interest to the proceedings.

To Mr. Thomas McLaughlin, licentiate, {rom
Elmvale and Knox Church, Flos.

To Mr. W. Smith, of Kingston Pres., from
Hillsdale and Craighurst.

To Mr. Whalter Beattie, of Dominion City,
Man., from Virden. .

. IrnucrioNs,

Mr. John Rose, late of C. B:, into Ashfield,
Oant., Sept. 20.
Mr. J. A. McLean, late of N, B,, into Carberry,
Man., Sept. 20.
RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. Charles Gordon, of Banff.
Mr. McColl, of St. And., Proton.

Mr. Simon McDonald, missionary, of Kenne-
bec Road, Que.
Mr. R. D. Ross, of Wolfville, N, S.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

‘Barrie, Barrie, Tuesday, Nov. 29, 11 a.m

Bruce, Paisley, Knox, Dec. 13, 11 am.

Chatham, Chathamn, St. And., Deec. 13, 10 a.m.

Gleugarry, Maxville, Dec, 13, 12 nonn.

Hamilton, Knox, Ham., 3rd Tues. Nov., bi-mon.

Huron, Exeter, Nov. 8, 10.20 a.m.

Kamloops, Donald, Dec. 7p.m.

Kingston, Belleville, Dec. 20.

Lanark and Renfrew, Carleton Place, Nov. 22,
10.30 a.m. :

* Lindsay, Uxbridge, Nov. 29, 11 a.m.

London, Lond., Park Ave., Nov. 8,1 p.m.

Maitland, Wingham, Dec,13,11.15a.m.

Orangeville, Orangeville, Nov. 8, 10.30 a.m.

Ottawa, Ottawa, Bank St., Nov, 1, 10 a.m.

Peterboro, Peterboro, 2d Tues. Jan., 9.30 a.m.

Quebec, Quebec, Mor. Col., Nov. 8, 4.30 p.m.

Regina, 2d Wed. March, 9.30 a.m.

Sarnia, Sarnia, Dec. 13, 2 p.m.

Vancouver Island, Nanaimo, Dec. 13.

‘Westminster, New West., St. And., Dec. 6.

‘Whitby, Port Perry, Oct. 18, 11 a.m. Conference
on Monday evening and Tuesday morning.

Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Xnox, Nov. 17, 3 p.m.

OBITUARIES.

“Mr. Charles Smith, elder in St. Andrew's,
‘Winnipeg, died 23th July, aged 56 years.

Mr. Robert Grierson, an elder in Leith Con-
gregation, died Aug. 11, aged 82 years.

Rev, David Camelon was a native of Scotland
and educated in Queen's University, Kingston.
After laboring for some time as a missionary at
Port Hope, his charge was organized into a pas-
toral charge and he was ordained and inducted
December 12, 1859. He was trauslated to St.
Andrew's Church; Goderich, in 1866, to St.
James' Church, London, in 1569, and in 1880 to
St. Andrew’s, Vaughan. Retiring a few years
ago he resided near Port Hope until his death,
on the 26th September, in the 63rd year of his
age.

MISCELLANEA.

‘Wednesday, October 5th, was a blue-letter day
in the history of the Presbyterian College, Mont-
treal, being the induction of the Rev. James
Ross, late of Perth, futo his professorial chair.
The endownent of the chair is provided by a

The new church at Innisfail, Alberta, was
opened for divine worship Sabbnm, October 2.
People were present from twenty miles distant
to rejoice with them that did rejoice. _The mis-
sion is supported by Central Church, Hamilton,
and from a few friends in that church came a
beautiful communion service,

On Sabbath, September 11, & new church was
opened on the new town site of Benvoalin, in
the Okanagan Valley, Lord Aberdeen, whose
extensive ranches are in the neighborhood, has
given $400 towards “he building fund and a bell
for the church. Thus step by step is our church
taking possession, in the name of the Lord, of
the great North-West.

At a recent meeting of the Presbytery of Bar-
rie over thirty reports from missionaries within
the bounds were read. This gives some idea of
gge. Home Mission work of some of our Presby-

ries.

The sixteenth annual meeting of the W. F. M.
S. (E. D.), was held in St. John's Church, Monc-
ton, September 14th and 15th. The meeting was
most interesting and enjoyable. There are now
138 auxiliaries and 64 mission bands. Mrs.
Burns, though absent, was not forgotten, and
did not forget. A love-letter from auld Scotia,
wi’ some siller in’t, was her greeting. Mrs.
Dodge was elected president. The annual re-
port with fuller details will soon_ be ready.

A new feature was added to _the Presbyterian
Council at its meeting in_Toronto, viz., the
partial organization of a Woman's Missionary
meetini';, representing the churches of the Alli-
ance. It continued in session a part of two days
and was of deepest interest. e expect to give
some account of it in next issue,.

Notes from the Home Mission field have be%;m
to come in and more are promised. The big
Council has taken a good deal of space in this
issue, but we hoge that “ Qur Home Work,”
supported from the wide, wide fleld, will in-
crease in interest in the months to come.

Fiteravy Potices.

A Short History of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, by Rev. Dr. Gregg, of Tororto, notice
of which was given in our columns, has been
published and may be had of lecading booksellers
in Montreal and Toronto. Dr. Gregg has ex-

ended a great deal of labor and care in collect-
ing and condensing the history of our Church,
and gives, as aresult, a most valuable and inter-
esting hand-book, which should be read and
studied, not only by ministers and students, but
by our people at large. Price $1.

The Noble Army of Marlyrs, is a forthcoming
book by Mr. Croil, with whose facile pen the
readers of the RECORD are so familiar. M.
Croil's aim is to give a brief account of all who
have suffered death in connection with their
services for Christ. And he is sparing no pains
in seeking to make it as compleie and accurate
as possible,
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The Samily Givele.

A TRUE STORY.

ﬁN the latter part of the last century a girl in
@ England became & kitchen maid in a farm-
house. She had many styles of work, and much
hard work. Time rolled on, and she married the
son of a weaver. They were industrious; they
saved money enough after awhile to build them
a home,

On the morning of the day when they were to
enter that home the young wife vose at four
o'clock, entered the front door yard, knelt down,
consecrated the place to God, and there made
this solemn vow : ‘“ Oh Lord, if thou wilt bless
n;q big this place the poor shall have a share
of it. .

Time rolled on and a fortune rolled in. Child-
ren grew up around them, and they became
prosperous ; one, & member of Parliament, in a
public place declared that his success came from
that prayer of his mother in the dooryard. All
of them were wealthy ; four thousand hands in
their factories. They built dwelling houses for
labourers at cheap rents, and when they were
invalided and could not pay they had the houses
for nothing. One of these sons went to America,
admired the parks, went back, bought land, and
opened a great public park, and madeita present
to the city of Halifax, England. They endowed
an orphanage, they endowed two almshouses.

good works of the Crossleys.

Moral : Consecrate to God your small means
and humble surroundings, and yon will have
l%rger means and grander surroundings.—2'e

ree

UNZKNOWN MINISTERS.

There aresministers in humble places where
they are scarcely heard of from year to year.
Yet in lowly homes and simple churches they
meet the people and do g work without which
the earth would be poor indeed. They will not
be known.a2s gkl"eab preachers, They will not ve
spoken of as having achieved notable success.
T%ey will not be pointed out as men of command-
ing influence. They will be unheralded and not
widely known. Buf what would the world and
the Church be without these earnest, faithful
heroes, who work for Christ and for eternity?
In the light of “that great day for which all
other days were made,” when every secret thing
shall be broughtsto light, it will be seen that no

_place was humble where there was the oppor-
tunity to lead a single .soul to Christ. To be
unheralded here, does not mean that one shall
be unknown forever. Usefulness is greatness,
and to do one’s duty in love to God and man, in
one’s own place. is to make life a success, so that
at last, in the presence of angels and men, all
shall see that it was successful and beautiful.”

—I have read of an estimaoie minister of reli-

ion who devoted a long life to fruitful service
for God and his fellow-men, fancying toward the
close that he had committed the unpardonable
sin. At last he submitted himself to the will of
God, for so he mistakenly deemed it to be, that
mercy should not reach him. Still there was a
conflict. The bietter self within him—let us say
the Spirit of G~d within him—suggested : *‘Sup
posing, there is hell for you, what would you
with your disposition and habits, do there?”
¢ Iwould set up a prayer-meeting,” his staggered
thought answered. And so he reduced his fear
to an absurdity.—J. H. Goodman.

CHRIST THE SOUL'S WELL-SPRING.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

TCw

THE supreme gift which Jesus Christ %ives to

a8 every longing, thirsty soul, is Himself,
Trom Himself proceeds not only instruction and
sympathy, but redeeming grace and recovering
power ; and from the inexhaustible depths of His
own being as the Son of God, a whole universe
of thirsty hearts may draw refreshment. :‘The
water that I give you shall be in youn a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.” He
offers himself to us and says—drink Me, take
Me into your souls, and every want shall be
satisfied.

What a hungry and thirsty crowd fills all the
thorouhfares of human lifel All the attractive

fountains which Mammon or Sensual Pieasure

advertise with loud invitations * come unto me
and drink 1”—All these prove to be but broken
cisterns that hold no water. In every human
soul is a longing that refuses to be satisfied ; and
this thirst becomes the more importunate the
more that it is trifled with. My soul recognizes
sin and guilt, and in moments of compunction
cries out—** who can deliver me from this body
of death?” My strength to resist temptation
has often proved to be a mere spider’s web. My
sources of happiness are just as liable to be dried
u? as is yonder little brook which is at the mercy
of every summer drought. Death has already

! shattered more than one beatiful pitcher; and
All England has heard of the generosity and |

there are within me certain desires and demands
that no human being or worldly possession can
satisfy. My soul thirsts for something which
the living Jesus alone can give. And when He
opens up a well spring within me, pure thoughts
begin to flow out, and conscience becomes clean,
and my affections are sweetened and peace tlows
like a river. Christ Himself is in my soul !

This fountain never dries and never freezes.
Yesterday I saw a cool sparkling spring at the
foot of Guyot’s Hill, from which fifty beautiful
Alderney cows drink on every hot day, morning
and evening. It is always brimmiu,% full, and
no wintry frosts lock up its perennial flow. Asg
the instincts of those cattle send them to thaf
crystal spring, so do the instincts of a believer
send him to Christ Jesus. When we get a deep
draught of His wonderful words they—like
Jonathan’s honey-comb found in the woods—
‘‘enlighten oureyes.” ‘When we open our heartsg
to the tides of His love, selfishness is swept out.
‘When we swallow His precious promises, they
act on us, as Tyndall says, that the canteen of
fresh Swiss milksacted on him before he made
the ascent ov the * Weisshorn” peak—it lubri-
cated his joints and put new strength into his
muscles for the arduous climb. ‘We should have *
dried up and died out long, long ago, if Jesus
Christ had not kept his stream of grace running
in the deep secret places of the soul.

‘Water i1s the simplest of all elements .and
drinking is the simplest of all processes. Even
the dumb brutes on yonder hillside understand
where and how to slake their thirst. With
equal simplicity doth faith draw in Christ’s
living words, and living joy and living power.
No infidel can answer this argument—that Jesus.
Christ is a per ectly satisfying Saviour. His
words are always true, His comforts go to the
n%ﬂ; spot and soothe the heart-aches. His love
subdues and shames away my selfishness. His
cleansing grace is my only purity, and His life
in me is my only hope of an endlesslifedn heaven.

Fountain of grace rich, full and {ree,
What need I thatis not in Thee?
Full pardon—streagth for every day,
And peace which rione can take awav.
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OUR OWN.
(MARGARET E. SANGSTER,)

If IThad known in the morning

How wearily all the day
The word unkind
‘Would trouble my mind

said when you went away,

I had been morecareful, darling,
Norgiven you needless pain ;

But we vex ‘“‘ourown”

‘With lnok and tone .
We may never take back again.

For thoughin the quiet evening
You may give me the kiss of peace
Yet well it might be
That never for me
The pain of the heart should cease.
How many go forth in the morning
Who never come home at night !
And hearts have broken
For harsh words spoken
That sorrow can ne’er set right.

We have careful thought for the stranger,
And smiles for the sometime guest,

But for “our own”

The bitter tone,
Though we love ‘‘our own” the best.
Ah! lip with the cur—e impatient,

Al ! brow with that look of scor
"Twere a cruel fate,
‘Were the night too late

To undo the work of the mors

BIBLE PROMISES.

HICH should we consider most constantly,
‘@7 l{%% px;omiscs of the Bible orits warnings?

What is & good way of marking your Bible so
as te bring out the promises ? :

‘What blessings are especially mentioned in
Bible promises ? .

What book of the Bible is fullest of

‘What Bible promise is most helpfu
and why?

How may one become familiar with Bible
promises ?

How large a part of Christ's teaching is occu-
pied with promises ?

When are promises most needed, and how can
we have them ready for use when needed ?

How can you recommmend the promises of the
Bihle to those who do not believe in them ¢

‘What has convinced you of the trutk of some
particular promise ?

hat is effectively to ‘“‘claim a promise” ?—
Iden Rule.

romises ?
to you,

REST.

Rest is an important factor in the success or
usefulness of every working life. Itis a wrench
sometimes to tear one's self away from congenial
occupation, but it pays—from every point of
view it pays. We come back invigorated and
refreshed, bringing new thoughts and new in-
spirations with us, which bless others as well as
ourselves. And because of that, it is our duty
to take a rest. Whether it be in the city or by
the sea, or among the everlasting hills, it will
give us new-and sweet views of life, and will,
also, if we allow ourselves to be gently led, bring
us nearer to the kingdom of heaven.—Sel.

L
Truth is sure to overcome.

‘SEEKING AFTER GOD. L

@NE day in her lesson a young Japanese came
to the word ‘‘ Creator,” but did not know
its meaning. Turning to the dictionary, she
read : * Creator, one who creates” ; but was still
in the dark. She turned up a larger dictionary,
aad read : “Creator, one who creates, a namé
given to God, who made all $hings.” A startling
thought to her, for she had never heard of such
a God ; and it fliled her mind by night and by
day. She looked at the stars and said, *That
God must have made all these stars.” 'The sun,
and even the trees, suggested the thought, *“God
made them.” Shewent to the temple and looked
at the image of Buddha, and said to herself, ‘It
was not you, Buddha, for I never heard you

made anything.”

‘When she went to Tokio, an old woman in the
same house said to her: *“ Tasshee, I am going to
a meeting ; come with me.”

‘' What meeting ¢”

‘A meeting to hear about God.”

¢ Oh, no,” said Tasshee; I do not want any of

our Gods. Ihavea God of my own, if I only
inew where he is.”
. Tasshee, however, went to the meeting. The
missionary opened the Bible and read: ‘“In the
begim\ing God created the heavens and the
earth.” 'fasshee was. startled. ¢ Why,” she
said, ‘““this is the God I am looking for,” and she
became so agitated that she could hardly keep
her seat, so eager was she to put the question,
“Where is he?”

When the meeting was over, she rushed to the
misgsionary and said : * Tell me, where is this
God that made the heavens and theearth?” Her
desire was met by proper instruction. Shecame
to the next meeting and heard : “God so Joved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.’ .

Here again Tasshee was startled, A God of
love! Her gods were gods of hate, of revenge,
of anger. ‘]ﬁns God gave his Son. "All the gods
she bad ever heard of never gave anything; the
peog]e had to give them offerings.

This thirsting soul received the water of life.
Tasshee s now a Christian teacher dispensing
the water of life to others, telling them of a God
who apared not his own Son, but gave him up
for us all.—Ch., at Home and Abroad.

ONE BOOK AT A TIME.

Besides the general consecutive reading of the
DLuule in course, it is very important to take up
for closer examination one book at a time.
Select an Epistle, for example, and become fain
iliar with the nerson who wrote it, the people
addressed, the grincipal topic, the general scope,
the outline of the argument; then search it for
nuggets of truch, for practical counsels, for
motto verses; then examine itsrelations to other
parts of Scripture by way of parallel passages;
then see what its teachings are with referenc:
to God, and Jesus Christ, and the way of sal-
vation, what could he learned from it on these
and other fundamental topics if it was the only
source.of information ; then notice what special
difficulties in it there are, what places hard to
understand, and make a point of reaching som«

conclusion as to the best meanings. In these
and other ways go through the book again aud
again and again. Do not begrudge time. Get

saturated with it. Bean authority on ity Feel
that you bhave mastered it, so far as your
resources will permit. Then take up another
book. In this way can the whole volume be
magdé to vield up its treasures.—Sel
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CHRIST WAS NEARER THAN THE PAIN.

Three Hebrew youths in furnace ho
‘Walked scatheless in the flame ;
The Son of Man their danger saw,
And to their rescue came.
The seven-times heated fires were va.n.
For Christ was nearer than the pain.,

The stones were falling thick around
The martyr Stephen’s head ;

But Jesus “ standing” by he saw
Late risen from the dead.

The sight to him was priceless gain,

For Christ was nearer than the pain.

Two martyrs, burning at the stake,
Shrank not, but bade ‘“ Good cheer,

‘We've lit a flame that goes not out,
And Christ-is with us here.”

And then their hearts were stout ag&in,

For Christ was nearer than the pain.

A hero, late, in Southern seas,
By dangers thick beset,
Saw Christ again in opened heaven
As his Protector set,
All fear and danger then were vain,
For Christ was nearer than the pain.

Another, wounded, at death’s door,
Could look to heaven alone

But there, to his delighted gaze,
Was Jesus on the throne.

Now

For

And in this world of chanée and change,
Of grief and suffering keen,
May we a present Saviour view,
As He has oft been seen !
Thus, more than.conquerors again,
When Christ is nearer than the pain. el
—Sel.

ief is joy, his loss is gain,
hristis nearer than the pain.

WISE WORDS TO PARENTS,

?E courteous to your children. A kind man-
7 uer and gentle tone usually have the desired
effeet, however obdurate the case, and children
are born imitators. As in water ‘‘face an-
swereth face,” so the reflection of our own lives
in those of our childrer Make home the most
attractive place in the vorld to them, give them
space to play, even if carpets and furniture suffer
alittle. Certainly order and cleanliness should
be & law in every household, but take heed lest
your children fear astain upon clothes or carpet
more than one upon their conscience,

Keep near to your children. Do not let them
grow away from you. XKeep them close in your
confidence and affection, so they will confide in
and not be afraid of you. I know a lad who
takes pleasure in giving his mother an account
of hisdoings during the day, whether they be
pleasant or otherwise. She laughs with him if
they are funny, and gently chides where he is
wrong, but in 8 way that does not make him
afraidofher He will not relatea single instance
to his father, because before the story is half
through he will begin to scold him for doing so
andso. It is plainly seen which can have the
most influence ‘with glim.

Give your commands in_the form of requests
whenever it is possible. 'When a commanding
tone sesms to be necessary, speak without be-
traying any excitement, in a low voice, but de-
cidedly, and use as few words as possible.—Sel.

The promise is to you and your children.’

-

LITTLE HEARTS AND BIG TROUBLES.

leTLE hearts have little troubles which seem
7~ quite big to them, One hot day a man was
walking up a steep hill very slowly, for upon his
back was a large sack full of coals. e had
trudged along more than two miles to carry this
from’ the pit where the miners work to the vil-
lage where was his cottage home. By his side
was a little girl about eight years old, and she
had got half a dozen small pieces of coal in a
basket. They were not much to look at, but

uite as much as she could manage with her
little arms.

Presently a sound of wheels was heard, and a
kind farmer stopped his cart when he came up
to them

¢ 'Would you like a lift on the way, my man %’

‘“Thank ye, sir, I should very much, for I'm
fairly tired with this burden, but put the little
un’ in first, she wants a rest as much as I do.”

So the lassie was Jifted in, and her basket lai¢
at the bottom of the cart, and when her father
had also taken his seat with his sack deposited
beside it, there was a grateful smile on their
faces as with_a crack of the whip the farmer
crove away. He was bearing both burdens, and
had given as much rest and joy to the child as
to the man.

So when you are weary and heavy-laden with
some little trouble, perhaps about your games
or your home-lessons, or the unkindness of other
boys and girls, remember that Jesus, your loving
Saviour, says to you: “Let not your heart be
troubled.” And it is 80 nice to think that Jesus
not only sympathizes with us, but can surcly
help us. His heart is full of love, and He looks
upon us crying in our own troubles, and at the
same moment His gracious hand is outstretched
towards us to life the burden off our hearts,

A little boy was crying in bed one night, and
his mother came softly*up to the room, and ask-
ed him what was the matter, Three things
troubled him, and he told her what they were in
the midst of his weeping.

First, he did not like the dark. His mother
told him it was not really dark, for the light
from the moon was streaming through the win-
dow, and, besides this, she quietly told him
there was nothing to be afraid of in the dark,

Then he said he did not like beingaﬂone.

“You are not alone, darling, for Jesus is with
you; and. althoui;h mamma has gone down-
stairs, you must always feel that the Saviour is
with you.” .

Then he told her that he had been unkind to
another little boy at school, and this was really
the load upon his heart. Of course, the remed
for this was soon found ; he knelt up in bed,
nestling his face in his mother’s breast, and ask-
ed Jesus to forgive him, and make him happy
again. As he lifted his head once more, his

yother saw in the moonlight the old smile upon
his face, and kissing her “ good night” he soon
fell asleep.,

So you see that our sorrows are often caused
by our sins. Then it is that the Holy Spirit
speaks in our hearts, stirring us to repent, and
giving us no rest till we fiud it at the feet of
Jesus. How many boys and girls are in trouble
because they have given wa{ to a hasty temper.
Something did not quite please them, a trifle
sufficed tc ruffle their spirits. and Satan, who is
always ready to tempt and over throw us, made
them burst into angry words and sulky looks.
Adfter that trouble comes, punishment and tears,

In such & case, Jesus, our blessed Saviour, can
best comfort you. ‘Take the trouble to him, tell
Him how sorry you are, and ask that by His
grace you may never offend like that again.
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CHILDREN AND CHURCH GOING.

EAST Sabbath I preached in two of the
Churches at Saratogza, and although the
congregations were both large for,the season, yet
it troubled me to see so few boys and girls
present. My “ministry-at-large” affords me .an
opportunity to observe the congregations in
many places, and the same fact is painfully
observatle almost everywhere—that the children
do not go to church as much as in former times.
The Roman Catholics are wiser in this respect
than we Protestants. I fear that thereis an in-
creasing tendency to regard the Sunday school
as ‘“ the children’s church,” and to leave to that
important agency the whole religious instruction
of the young. A most egregious and terrible
mistake ; and one which, if allowed to prevail,
would be fatal to evangelical religion. The best
Sabbath school ever organized, and the best con-
ducted, is no substitute for the worship of God’s
house. Christian parents have no more right to
leave their children at homeon Sunday than they
have co stay away themselves.

Ministers ought to make more of their preach-
ing both intelligible, interesting and attractive
to the children ; and it is very rarely that a ser.
mon should be delivered that is not within the
comprehension of an average child of ten years
old.” Christian parents, where arc your boys and
girls while you are worshipping in the sanctu-
ary? In too many cases they are not in your

ews ; and surely you cannot hope that they will
gecome the converted members of a church to
which they are allowed to be almost entire
strangers.

I am a thorough peliever in the Sabbath school
in its rightful place and domain of Christian cul-
ture. Its efliciency would be immensely in-
creased if purents would take more interest in
the preparation of the lessons, and see to it that
their children study God’s Word for themselves.
Many children seldom look at their lessons, and
2o to the school expecting to be crammed there
by their teachers—as young robins in a nest
open their mouths for whateter the old birds
may drop into them! Committing God’s Word
to memory is too much out of fashion in modern
Sunday schools. Even a Bible is dispensed with
in many cases, and the child is only expected to
have a little ““lesson leaf.” If this custom should
become universal all sensible people would
grieve and the devil would laugh. These be
plain truths for all Christian parents to face;
and I do not hesitate to utter them, even at the
risk of being charged with having taken an over-
dose of Saratoga water this morning. I com-
mend to all delinquent parents the above facts;
let the prescription be “well shaken before
taken.”—Rev. Dr. Cuyler.

THE OLD FAMILY BIBLE.

< VERY gain is likely to be accompanied by

7> some loss. It is doubtless a gain to have
the Word of God in the hand of every child, and
to have the Bible in such shape as to be carried
with ease wherever we may go. .

But the Christian household has suffered a
most, positive loss in the disappearance of the
old Family Bible The very name sounds
strange to our children. The Family Bible was
far too large to be carried to church or Sunday
school, o.ug it is hardly an overstatement to say
that the hard Bible was too small to be read.
The beautiful, zonvenient and portable Oxford
Bible is a distinct and positive gain. But where
ijs the Family Bible with all its sacred agsocia-
tions and treasured records of birth and mar-
riage and burial ?

~

For two centuries, a* least, it was the house-
hold centre, like that golden milestone in the old
Roman Forum, from which all distances of the
empire were measured. Its very bullk impressed
the imagination of the child, and there was
rightly no other volume in the house which
could compare with it in weight and dimension.
Here, too, as he well knew, were the records of’
his tribe, those tables which prefaced his own
birth as the first chapter of “The Gospel accord-
ing to Matthew ” prefaced the manger at Beth-
lehem. Its lines of godly ancestry were to him
as so many cables attached to well-bedded
anchors. It was to him a visible sign that he
was a child of the covenant. When, in the nrder
of providence, it descended to his care and keep-
ing, its reception was as the bringing of the ar
to the house of David.

He will be a benefactor to the home and to the
Church who shall reintroduce some form of the
Tamily Bible, whose merits may win its accept-
ance and use in the Christian household.—Sel.

A GREAT CALAMITY,.

.@'j"HE following from the Boston Daiy Trav-
S eller, with the figures slightly modified and
the facts unchanged, will apply to Canada_as
well as the United States. ‘“ Friends of the drink
traffic tell us that a capital of $1,200,000,000 is in-
vested in the liquor trades, and that the persons
employed in manufacturing and distributing the
liquors number millions.  Only think what a
calamity it would be if all this capital was made
to go begging by the suppression of the trade!
If this money had to be invested in building
houses and railways, and in producing food,
clothing and furniture, instead of producing
drink, it would be as bad for the nation as it
would be for a man who, having been used to
spend one-third of his earnings in rum, suddenly
took to laying out the money in good food and
decent clothes! And these friends ask what
would become of the large number employed in
connection with the manufacture and sale of in-
toxicating drinks'? But our friends »avs enum-
erated only those people for whom drink finds
employment up to the moment when it reaches
the drinker’s stomach. They have forgotten to
calculate the policeman, police magistrates,
prison wardens and courts of justice that are
afterwards empluyed. ‘What would become of
our police magistrates, court and prison officials,
if the drink traffic were stopped and there were
nce murders and brutal assaults? Yea, what
would become of the poor policemen?

Again, most of our paupers are produced by
drink. If this manufacture of paupers were
stopped, what would become of our overseers of
the poor and almshouse commissioners, and
what should we do with the thousands of work-
house officers, poor-rate collectors and other per-
sons who have a vested interest in the continu-
ance of paupers? Probably one-half, possibly
two-thirds of the lunatics are produced by drink,
and would not the lunatic asylum keepers and g
host of attendants be entitled to compenss'ion it
thie production of lunatics wassuddenly stesped?

Then there are the doctors, a Jarge percentage
of them would be deprived of business if tiie
drink trafflc were suppressed. And so with the
undertakers, undoubtedly a large number of
them would have to give up business, as the dis-
use of drink would greatly dimish the propor-
tion of deaths. i

What a great calamity would prohibition
bring upon the country if all these people and
$1,200,000,000 bad to be employed in producing
food, c]ot;i\ing and houses,. instead of intoxicat-
ing liquors!
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES.

Nov. 13. Between A, D. 45-48.
Lesson, Acts 13: 1-13. Golden ‘Lext, Luke 24, 47,
Memory vs, 2-4. Catechisin Q., 103.

The Church at Antioch stands forever pre
eminent as the source of the name CHRISTIAN.
It was also the source, in a seuse, of Christian
missions. The disciples had been previous to
this scattered by persecution, and bhad gone
abroad preaching, but from Antioch goes forth
for the ifirst time a missionary band ordained
and designated to foreign mission work. All
our missionary ordinations and designations
trace their origin to Antioch. How little they
thought at that first ordination that eighteen
centuries would pass away and the work be still
in its infancy.

I. The Church sending missionaries, vs. 1-3.

II. The missionaries at work, vs.4-13.

1. Vs, 1.3, The Church—The Church at Anti-
och was now about nine years o.d. Prophets
and teachrrs—In a general way it may be said
that the teaching of the prophets would be in
some measure what they received direct from
God, that of the teachers would be what they
had learned from men. Barnabas—See Acts
XI. Niger—Literally black. As we would say,
Simon Black. Foster brother~Either nursed by
the same woman or educated with him. This
Herod beheaded John the Baptist. What a con-
trast between the two that were reared under
the same influences. Fasted—Their Church was
in a warm, exrnest, lively condition ; fit state for
the Spirit’s rc.eption and for missionary work.
Holy Ghost said -In different ways the Spirit
reveals His will and moves Churches to select
men and send them to the heathen. Fasted and

rayed—They were s0 earnest in prayer that

odily needs were in a measure unfeit. No
wonder the mission was successfnl with such
praying behind it. The same kind of prayer ever

ives similarresults. Sent them away—\What a

lessed send-off.

II. Vs, 4-13. To Seleucia—Tha seaport of An-
tioch. Cynrus—Some S0 to 100 miles from
Seleucia. Cyprus was the native place of Bar-
nabas; there were many Jews and synagogues
to preach in. “alamis—The Greek capital on
the eastern end of Cyprus. Synagogurs—liere
they had preaching places, with congregations
that wereslooking for a Mewsiah, John—John
Mark, writer of Gospel according to Mark.
Minister—Attendant or helper. A good train-
ing for John Mark and helpful to Paul and Bar-
nadas.

Paphos—At the west of Cyprus, 100 miles
from Salamis. Sorcerer—Magician,whao claimed
to influence as well us foretell, the future. 1Fith-
stood—He felt that if the deputy accepted the
Gospel his influence was gone, Fastened his
cyes—Those weak eyes (Gal. iv.: 14, 15) and that
diminutive body, were not awe inspiring, but
filled with the Spirit it was a piercing look.
‘What will the look of Christ be to the guilty
soul? Blind—Perhaps Panl hoped that as in his
own case the blindness might be followed by
conversion.

John diparted—He had gone with them
through Cyprus, but now as they turned north
totraverse Asia Minor, his coura:e failed him,

1. Manaen-Herod. What opposite results
from the same family training.

2. An earnest praying Church is sure tobe a
missionary Church.

‘4. If we would have our missionarics success-
ful we must pray for them.

PAUL'S FIRST MISSiONARY SERMON.

Nov. 20. A. D. 46.

Lesson, ‘Acts 13: 26-43. Golden Text, Acts 13 : 26.
Memory vs..3S, Catechism Q., 104,

Paul, aged 44, has been a Christian for about
nine years. He and Barnabas are on the
missionary journcy to which they were sent
forth in last lesson. They set out from Antioch
in Syria, sailed west to Cyprus, traversed nearly
its whole length for over a hundred miles,
sailed north to Asia Minor, and in the present
lesson have reached Antioch in Pisidia. ~ Enter-
ing the Synagosue, and being stranger Jews,
they are asked, as was customary, to speak. The
sermon which followed, not the first one, but
the first recorded, of all I'aul's journeys, is the
lesson. Paul here places himself beside them
as a Jew, with the same faith and hope in God
as they have, and then seeks to lift them to the
higher level to which he has attained, of faith in
Jesus of Nazareth. Here, as in his famous ad-
dress on Mars Hill, he conciliates his audience
and secks to carry them aloug with him. . He
appeals to the hopes, dear alike to them and
him and every Jew.

1. The stury of Christ crucified, vs. 26-31.
II. Christ the Messiah of Prophecy, vs. 32-37.

IIL. Through Him is forgiveness, vs, 35-43.

1. Vs, 26.31. Stockof Abraham—Jews., Who-
socver—Gentile converts to the Jewish {faith.
At Jerusalem—The priests and rulers.  Every
Sabbath—Though hearing the prophets regularly
they rejected the Christ of whom these prophets
spoke. All that is written—He keeps steadily
before them how Christ fulfilled prophecy.

II. Vs. 8237, Glad tidings—The gladdest the
world ever heard; tidings that all the world
longs for; how to be at peace with God. But
the special point of gladness here mentioned is
that the promises made long ago are now ful-
filled to us. Then he quotes from the Psalms,
prophecies which have been fulfilled in Christ,
showing them how passage after passage, other-
wise dark, is fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.

IIL. Vs.38.43, Through thisman—What they
had long sought, remission of sins, was now
offered them. Ewvrry one that believeth—How
wide, every one! How «imple, believeth! How
full, all things! Bewnre—The blessing of ac-
ceptance is great; terrible is the doom of
despising it.  They looked for splendor in their
Messiah king. They might despise the Nazarene,
but they did it at their Swn peril. . So we.  Be-
sought~ They rejoiced in thedwonderful messagse,
SO new, §o ricl, so wonderial, s0 gren.t. RBroke
up—Was dismissed. Continue—' Perseverance
is the only Christian grace which cannot be
counterfeited.”

1. The Gospel message, while spoken plainly,
should be spoken in_a spirit of conciliation,

2. The gladdest tidings that can be brought to
men is not that of honor, promotion, wen.ltfx, but
remission of sins.

3. Take heed that we read not the Scriptures
as did the Jews, and reject Christ when He
comes to us. -

4. The New Testament 1s a fulfilment of the
Old. Christ fulfils prophecy. Without Christ
the Old Testament is fiction, the New Testament
false; with Him the Old is the grandest of pro-
phecy, the New its glorious fulfiiment.

5: Salvation is free to all, but forced upon
none.

6. The danger of despising Christ. Take heed
that we despise nothing connected with Him,
none of his people, for *“he that depiseti you
despiseth Me,” saith Christ, “and_he that
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me.”



Y

=~ . N
\

306

N

THE PRESBYTERIAN- RECORD.

THE APOSTLES TURNING TQ THE GEN-
Nov. 27. TILES. A.D. 46.

Lesson, Acts 13 : 4414 : 7. . -
Golden Text Acts 13 : 47.
Memory vs. 46.4S.

Catechism Q. 105.
The story of this first missionary journey is a
thrilling one. Sent forth from Antioch in Syria
with the prayers of the Church, traversing
Cyprus from end to end, more than 100 miles,
sailing north, landing in Asia Minor and reach-
ing Antioch in Pisidia, preached there in the
synagogues to an interested gathering. who
asked them to preach again the following Sab-
bath. Through the week they visited and taught
privately., News of the wondrous doctrine
spread, some were interested, some curious,
some enraged ; and so from one motive and ano-
ther *‘ithe next Sabbath almost the whole city
was gathered together to hear the word of God.”
Picture to yourself the scene.

1. Jewish opposition at Antioch, vs. 44-45.
II. The Apostlesturn to the Gentiles, vs. 46-50.
J11. The same fight at Iconium, vs. 1-5.
1V. At other cities, vs. 6-7.

I. vs, 44-45. Next Sabbath—The second Sab-
bath they were there. 1 hole city—What a
grand oportunity for preaching, like our mis-
sionaries at the Chinese fairs, with the exce})tion
that the people of Antioch came purposely to
hear.  With jealousy—The following reasons
have been given for this jealousy: 1. The popu-
larity of the two strangers which threw the Jews
into the background. 2. The teaching seemed
to overthrow their teaching. 3. The differences
between their own interpretation of Scripture
and that of the Apostles. 4. The new doctrine
admitted the Gentiles to the same high privi-
leges as the Jews. 5. The fact of so many
heathen crowding into and around the syna-
gogue. Blasphenied—The blasphemy, would be
hard, derisive sayings regarding Jesus of Naza-
reth as an imposter and malefactor.

il. Boldly—Theopposition did not daunt them.
Necessary—It was God’s purpose and his com-
mand. Judge yourselves—Their loss of eternal
life was their own fault. So it will be with all
who are offered life and reject it. We turn—
It is an awful thing when the gospel, rejected,
turnsaway frommen. Commanded—They were
not turning away on their own responsibility.
Uttermost—The gosyel is for all ages, all condi-
tions, all classes, all times. Glad—What filled
theJews with jealousy made themglad. Heaven’s
blessings were for them also. Devout women-—
They would represent to these women that relig-
jion was in danger and would readily stir them
up. Chief men—These would rather please their
Jewish fellow citizens than two wandering
preachers. Persecution—The argument of false
religions. Dusi—As commanded, Matt. 10:14.
Not in anger, but to show that they shook off
all responsibility, that it must rest with those
who rejected them.
Antioch. Holy Glost—This is_the source of
their jey, and makes it deep and lasting. What
2 contrast to the minds of their persecutors.

I, vs. 15. Jconium—60 miles from Antioch.
Here the same scene was repeated.

1. Those who reject Christ prove themselves
unworthy of everlasting life.

9. God never turns from men unless they

Disciples—Christians at.

.

WORK AMONG THE GENTILES. .

Dec. 4. A.D. 47,
Lesson, Acts 14:8-22, Golden Text, Matt. 12:21,
Memory vs. Catechism Q. 106,

1. The lame man healed, vs. 8-10.

II1. The Apostles worshipped, vs. 11-13.
III. The multitude taught, vs. 14-18.
1V. The Apostles persecuted, v. 19.

V. Former fields revisited, vs. 20-21.

1. Sat—Probably in the market place where
his friends brought him day by day to beg. See
Acts iii :2-8. Never walked—Two things would
make the miracle notable, (1) he had always been
lame, (2) he would be widely known as from
childhood a beggar. Cripple—From an old word
‘““creeple,” one who can only creep. Seeing he
had yaith—His glad, eager look would shew to
Paul that he had received his message about
Christ, and was in a fit state of mind to be used
as a sign to the people, ““To do this required
great‘j,faith in Paul, and great faith in the lame
man.

11, Specch of Lycaonia—Paul had spoken in
Greek which was well-known. In their excite-
ment they cry out in their native tongue;as a
body of highlanders, who might understand
English, would, under strong excitement, use
unconsciously the Gaelic, Gods—The old heathen
idea of the unseen world was fashioned after
this world. The gods were but men with greater
powers but like passions, and came down from
their fabled abodes in Mt. Olympus or elsewhere,
and visited men sometinmes in human, sometimes
in animal shape. Jupiter—Theking of the gods,

xobably, because he was larger of stature than

aul. Mercury—The messenger or spokesman
of the gods. Oxen—To sacrifice. Gartands—To
wreath the sacrifices. .

III. Rent—In astonishment and disapproval.
Men—It is human nature to love honor and

raise, but the apostles effaced themselves.
Vunities—We come not to receive such worship
as this but to turn you away from all such to the
Living God. Al nafions—He chose one nation
and left the others to their idols. Witness~His
goodness to them left them without excuse in
worshipping their idols.

IV. v.19." Jews—From both the cities whence
the Apostles had recently been driven. How
determined to stop their preaching. Persuaded
—Probably told the multitudes that these men
were apostles, that they had been driven from
Antioch and Iconium for bad conduct, and that
the pretended miracle wassome feat of jufglory.
Stoned—How fickle the mob. As with Christ it
was to-day, ‘‘Hosanna,” to-morrow, ‘ Crucify.”
See2Cor. 11 : 25. Gal. vi:17. Paul himself had
once taken part in the stoning of Stephen. How
it would all come back to him now. ~ Dragged--
To free the city of so hateful a corpse. They did
not take the trouble to bury it, but cast it out as
refuse. .

V. vs. 20-21. Rose up—He may have been
merely stunned, and now recovered from uncon-
sciousness, but there can be little doubt that the
miraculous was init. Enterecd—What a stir it
would make among both friends and enemies.

.Some would feel that he was indeed a god, or as

Herod did_to John the Baptist. Morrow- So
soon. Z'0 Derbe—Their enemies must have been
stricken dumb by their boldness. Back through
the different cities to Antioch in Pisidia. Tribu-

reject Him. How terrible the guilt and danger | lalion—They could speak from experience.

ofarciecting the gospe

4. We may cx*)ect opposition when trying to
spread the gos&)c
a

5. The gospe iways triumphs in the t;nd.

pel.
‘When God’s Spirit fills the heart, nothing l
can take away the peace and joy of that heart.

i’g{in ?om of God. That more than compensates
or all. .

1. Faith necessary to blessing.

2. The crowad cheers apparent success.

3. True humility secks not power for self.

4. How changeable the world's favor.
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COLIGNY COLLEGE, OTTAWA

For THE BOARD AND EDUCATION OF Y OUNG _ADIES.

THIa Institution is the property of the Prosbyterian
Church. Itsaim is to give a first class_English educa-
tion, with French and Germun, Music, and the Fine Arts;
also Calisthenscs, T) pewriting and Stenograyhy. Grounds
extensive. Buildiogs have all modern conveniences.
‘Ehoroughly efticient staff. The Music teachers are from
[ninity College, London, and Conservatory of Music,
Leipsic. The French and German teachers are from the
European Continent. Cheerful home life. Speciul atten-
tion to religious training.  Fees &e.. very moderate. Re-
duced rares to Ministers famlies.  The next Session com-
mences i3th September, 1892.  For circulars, address :

Rev. DR. WARDENXN, Domipion Square, Montreal
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To those who are troubled to understand the
essential wrong of gambling, e commend the
following from a sermon by Archdeacon Sinclair,
2t St. Paul's, London : ““Gambling béars to steal-
ing exactly the same relation that duelling bears
to murder. In duelling, cach combatant is
necessarily prepared to have his life taken, and
in gambling each is similarly prepared to take or
lose what is not properly his own. Of all habits,
ﬁmbhng is the most intrinsically savage.

rally, it is unchivalrous and un Christian.
¢All gambling, said the acute Archbishop
Whately, ‘since it desires to profit at the ex-
pense of nnotl..er. is a breach of the Tenth Com-
mandment.’” !

As thei xma¥e is brought out of the block by
the chisel in the hands of the sculptor, so man’s
true character is developed by the stern hand of
adversity.

Our daily life should be sanctified by doing
common things in & religious way. There is no
action so slight or humble but it may be done to
a great purpose and ennobled thereby.

Published by Authority of the General Ass:mbly of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada.
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In parcels of five and upwards to onc address a5¢.
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Subscriptions at a proportionate rate
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but must not go beyond December.
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