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[No. 28.

NATURAL HISTORY.

SPORTS OF INSI}CTS.
It is not gencrully known that some of the
‘dmallest inseets ure discovered to cujoy them-

‘ordina ¥ toils, or sutiating thennselves with
'f'(')od. Jjust as regularly as s the cuse withhu-
man beings.  They run ruces, wresile with
gach other, and, outof fun, cutry cach other
o their backs, muchin the same wanner as
joys. These pleasing characteristics of in-
ects, ure pai ticularly obsers able amongaats,
which are remarhuble for theie sagueity.

anet, u Freach author, suys he oliserved
afémull species of ants, which, in the uter-
[vals of therr industry, cimployed themselves
i carrying each other on ther bucks, theri-
der holding with his mandibles the neck of
Bisbeurer, und embracing it closely with his
ks, Gould, anotlier writer o ants, mentions
‘that be hus often witnessed these exprcises,
}3@! says, that in all cases, after being carri.
dtoe certiin length, the ant was fet goma
(fg ndly manner, aud received no petgonal
‘E&my This wMUSEHIL L is often repeated,
lgﬁrglqlﬂarl) amony the hill ants, whoare ve-
ty fond of this spurtive exercise, 4

Tt was among the same species that Fou-
bér vbserved sunilar proceeding.. I ap-
prdached,” he says, ¢ onc day, to the forme-
qary pf woud auts, gaposed to the sun, ayd
glel!crt‘d from the nerth.  Tue ants wete
eapedd upon one another in great numbers,

yelves in sports and  amusements, after their |

ting when the least animated, having over-

thrown his antagonist, succeeded i esca-
y ping, and biding i one of the galleries, I
one place, two auts appeared to be vam-
boling about a stulk of gras<, turning alter-
i untely, to avoid or seize each other, which
beousht to my recotlection the spott und
pastiie of young dogs when they  rise on
their hind legs, attempting to bite, over-
throw, und seize each other, without once
closing their teeth. To witness these facts,
it is necessary to approuch the ant hills
withiuch caution, that the ants should hayve
no idea of your presenee ; if they had, they
i would cease g moment their plays or ther
i becuputions, curve up their tmls and emit
| thetr venom.'

THE STUDY OF THE MATERIAL WORLD.

Maay, with unwezricd diligence, pursue
the procress of nature in the growth of u
plaut, or the foimation of an insect.  They
spare neither labour nor expense to till ther
cabiitets with every curivus production ;
they travel from chmate to climate ; they
submit with cheerfulness to fatigue and in-
clement seasons ; and think thewr indusiry
sufficiently compensated by the discovery of
some unusual phenomenon. Not a pebble
that lies on the shore, not aleat that waves
in the torest, but attracts their notice and sti-
wulates theiringuiry,  Events, or incidents,
that the vulgar regurd with terror or indif-

aod appcurml to cnjuy the temperatuie on
.ihes‘urtgcc of the nest.  None of them were
‘atwork ; and the immense multutude of in-
1sects presented the appuarance of a hquid w
‘astate of ebullition, upun which 'he eye
L could scarcely be fixed without ditheulty ;
but when b examined the conduct of cach
ant, 1 saw thiem approach one another, mo-
viug their attemsie with astonishing rapdity,
while they patted, with a slight wovemeny,
the'cheehs of other ants.  After these pre-
Liminary gestures, winch rescinbled carress-
ing, they wore ohsersed to raise themselves
dpnight on their hind legs by pairs, struzgle
tozether, scize cach other by the mandible,
fuot, or attennw,and then immediately relax
their hold to recommence the attack. They
fastened upon each other’s shoulders, or
belhies, embraced and overthiew 2ach other,
n raised themselves by turns, tuking their
tevenge without producing uny scrious mis-
chief. They did not spurt out their venom
Q{jp their combats, nor retwin their oppo-
Heats with that obstinacy wiich we observe
in their real quarrels. ‘They presently aban-
doned those which they had first scized,
ned endeavoured to catch others. 1 have
teen some who were so cager i their exei-
ises, that they pursued several of the work-
s i succession, and struggling with them
of afew homents; the skinmish only termina-
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fracnce, afinrd them supreme delight they
1ejotee ut the ieturn of a comet, and cele-
brate the blooming of an aloe, mure thon the
birth of an emperor.  Nothing is left unex-
plored.  Air, ocean, the minutest vbject of
sense, s well as the greatest and most 1e-
mote, are accurately and attentively scru-
tmzed.  These researches are laudable, and
suited to the dignity and capacity of the
human mind.

ANAVIURAL HYGROMETER.

Oue of 1hie most obvicus indicators of a
change in the moisiure of the atanosphere,
thut we know of, is the pappus or down of
the dandchion.  The top of eachseed is sur-
mounted by asmall stem, the remains of the
style, which for cenvenience, we will call
the axle-tree ; at the end of this is the down
disposedan rays hike the spokes of a wheel.
1n fine weather, when the air is dry, these
rays are flat or at nght angles to the stem
that support. theru.  If the air is moist, or
the vapour 1s beginming to condense, we
see these same rays nsiag so as to form a sort
of cup. A few days betore these observa-
tions were penned, the writer observed one
wmorning that these rays were flat: on the
following mornng they were seen approach-
g, and on the third, when the rain was
falling, they were ranged nearly side by side.
1t a promised eacursion is at any time

. placed in doubt by the lowering appesrance
. ot acloudy mornmg, our readers may obtain
ahunt from the down of u dandelios, when
v its level rays, by indicating dryuness in the
atr, vould seen to teach them that the tut-
’tlwl clouds were only labouning 1o disperse
themselves,

— —— -

VOYAGE FROM HALIFAX TOBERMUDA.
( Concluded. )

The next thing to be done was to get in
the jib-hoom, in order to ease the bowsprit.
In effecting this rather troublesome opera-
tion, oneof the primest seamen we had fell
overboard. le was second captain of the
forceastle, the steadiness of whose admirable
skill us a steersman bad, one day, elicited
the complimentary remzrk from the captain,
that he must surely have nailed the comnpass
card to the binnacle. O this, and other
accounts, he was so much esteemed in the
ship, that more thun the usunl degree of re-
gret was felt for his melancholy fute, ¥ saw
the poar fellow pitehinto the water and watch-
ed him s he floated past, buoyant as acork,
and breastiyg the waves most gallantly, with
an imploring look towamids us, which I shall
never forget. In less than a minute he was
outof sicht. A boatcould hardly have lived
in such weather, and no further attempt was
made, or could havebeen maade, tosave him,
than to throw over ropes, which all fell short
of their mark. Although we soon lost all
traces ofhim, it is probable he may have kept
sight of us, as wedrifted quickly to leeward
under our bare poles, long after we had ceased
to distinguish his figurein the yestof waves.

This gale, the first I ever saw, was also,
Icanrecollect, one of thefiercest. It lasted
for three days, totally dispersed our little
squadron, well nigh foundered one of them,
the Cambrian, and sent her hobbling into
Bermudu some days after us, with the Joss
of her main-mast and all three top-masts,

T'he rock of the islands of Bermudais of a
very soft coarse freestone, full of pores; so
soft, indeed, that if it be requi to msake
an additional window in a house, there is
nothing to be dorne, we are told, butto hire
a black fellow, who, with a saw, could
speedily cut an opening in any part of the
wall. .
‘Fhere is nothing more remarkable in this
singular cluster of islands than the extensive
coral reefs which fend off the sea on the
northern side, and stretch out in a semi-
circular belt, at the distance of two or three
leagues from the land. On these c
erous reefs we saw many a poor vessel bi
at momients when, from seeing the land at
such a distance, they fancied themselves in
perfect security.

They tell a story of » boatinan who, it was
said, lived by these disasters, onge goivg off
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to an unlucky vessel, fairly cau% t among the
caral reafy, hike a fly in 8 cobweb, not far from
the North Ror't.  The wrecker, ashe was
called, having boarded the bewildered ship,
said to the master,

* What will you give me, now, to get you
out of this place’’

*Qh,any thung you ke —name your sum.”

*« Five hundred dollars™

'« Agreed! agreed!** ctied the other. Upon,
which this treacherous pilot * kept his pro-
mse truly to the car,but broke it to the hope,’
by taking the vessel out of an abominably
bad place, only to fix her in one a greatdeal
more intricate and perilous.

* Now,” said the wrecker to the perplex-
ed and doubly-cheated stranger’** there never
was a vessel in this scrape, that was knownto
get out agan ; and, indeed, there is but one
man alive who knows the passage, or could,
by diiy possibility, extricate you—and that's
e I”

* I suppose,” drily remarked the captain,”
that * for a consideration’ you would be the
man to do me that good service. What say
you to another five huadred dollars to put me
into clear water, beyond your infernalreefs?”

This hard bargain was soon made; and a
windiug passage, uuseen before, being found,
Just wide enough, end barcly deep envugh,
for the vesssl to pass through, with only six
inchesto spare under her keel, in half an hour
she was oncemose in blue water, out ofsound-
ings, und out of danger.

«+ Now, master rascallion of a wrecker,”
eried the disentangled mariner,* tit for tatis
fair play all the world over; and, unless you
haud me back again my thousand dollars, I'll
cut the tow rope of your tuievish-looking
bout, and then, instead of returning evil for
evil, as T ought by rights to do, I'll be more
of a Christian, and do yous very great ser-
vice, by chrrying you away from one of the
wnost infamous places in the world, 1o the fin-
est country imsginable—I mesn Americe.
And as you seem to havea certain touch of
black blood in your veins, I may chance to
get zood interest for my loan of these thou-
sand dollars, by selling you as a slave in the
Charleston negro market! What say you,
my gey Mudian?”

THE MECHANIC'S CHOICE.

———a

+*The gay bells of fashidn may boast of exeslling
In welty of cotiliop—at whist or quadnile,

Avud esek admiration by vanntungly teling
. Of drdweang, and poiotiag, and waosical skl ;

But give mo the fair one of coustry or city,

Whose honieand its daties aro doar to her heart,

Who ‘chesriufly warbles somo tustical duty,

While plying the ncedle with exquisite ast.,,

A short distance from the little village of
Robbinsville there lived a poor, but pious
famify by the nawe of Xltins. They had an
only daughter Euweline, who atthe timo> of
which we speak, was just entering her seven-
teenth year.—She wasa good girl, and the
‘pride o ket aged g:;mts, to whore she was

maintained them in their declining years, and
with hercheerfulness and buoyancy of spirits,
she preserved them from melancholy and
discontent. A heppier funily than this was
! no where to be found.  They bad a siall
« garden in front of the little cottuge, where
they ruised a few vegetables. which were
planted and nurtured by Emeline herself,—
for she would nat suffer her aged futher todo
the least worh whatever. ‘L'he old man,she
thoughs, was tuo feeble to labour, for wore
than ninety summers had rolied over his head.
As you passed by on a fine summer’s moru-
ing, you might huve seen thisheppy family,
seated in the garden, under the shude of the
trees, the old man leaning on his staft, with
his aged partner at his side, both laughing
heartily at the playfulness of the lovely Emwme-
line—who would be sitting near them,sawing,

A few miles from the cottage there lived
& wealthy gentleman,who had retired from
business, having amassed gold and silver suf-
ficient to render him what the world ealls
independent. He had a large family of chil-
dren, but they had all died, save his young-
est daughter, Amanda Morrison—for such
was her name-—had received her education
in the city of New-York. Perhapsit is
unnecessary for us to say that she had been
taught every thing calculated to render the
daughter of 2 wealthy man accomplished,—
Music, dancing, waltzing, painting, drawing,
&c. Withal, shewas notonly  accomplished’
but exceedingly beautiful : her disposition
would have been good, had 1t not been that
she was so accustomed to having her own way,

She was induiged in every thing, and had
been froma child. Herears were eternal-
ly saluted with commendations on her beauty,
her qualificitions,&c.,which also conspired
to render her proud, haughty, vain, insolent,
crabbed, and, finaily, coquettish,  She be-
came so lofty, at lust, that she supposed
there was nobady in the world hke herself.—
Nobody surich, or sobeautiful, or soaccom-
plished! —Shelooked with contempton Eme-
line Ellins, of the cottage.

in the village of Robbinsville there dwelt
a young man named Edwin Summers, an
industrious and worthy mechanic. He pos-
sessed o large shave of talent, and was held
in high estcem by allwho knew him. He
was received into all society, and welcomed
to the houses of the rich and respectable.
He became intimate with Mr. Morrison.
Edwin was about 21 or 22 years of age at
this time. He was remarkable for beauty,
admired for his talents, and respected forhis
many virtues: and such was the universal
esteern in which he was held that not 2 few
of the wealthy inhabitants of Robbinsville,
contemplated offering him their daughter’s
hand and fortune. Among these was Mr.
Morsison.— Amanda indeed, had more than

‘his horse, and bent his steps homeward, It

whete 1 please, when 1 please, how T please

‘concluded by saying that he would rather have

once intimated to her father that she would
notobject to such 2 propesal.  Finally, after |
a lapse of some months, during which time

Edwin had beena frequent visitor et Mr. Mor- l

evey thiny ' By her unvessing industry she

rison’sthe ting was actoaliy proposed. It

was g0 sudden, so-unexpected by the yeusg
man, that be was stmcKQwith B.S‘Onisilmenl
and could hardly believe his own senses,
The idea of his marrying a girl possessing ag
immense fortune, never eutered lus mind,
He gave no defimte answer; but promised to .
consider the sybject.  Soonafter he mounted

was a beautiful moon light evening,—eve
thing around looked sunling and cheerfuf,
The moon shed her besms over hill and dale,
orchurds, meadows, fields of wheat, rye and
corn, The évening dews glistened upun the
high grass that waved gently in the bree,:,
ont each stde of the road that gdwin travelled,
As his horse leisurely walked on, choosing }
his own {;ace, the youth sohlognized: — ;
1 shall be independant if I consont, §
And she is a beautiful girl!  Why should1 §
linger oyt my days in moving the Jack. @
plane—acringing servant? W heun Saturday §
night comes I must wait on my employerto |8
get the pitiful amount of my hard earning, s E
though I wasa Eoor contemptible negro ¥
slave! Tf Imerry this girl, I shall be wenlthy, ¥
honourable, grand : people wiil court my r?l
vour—-Y shall ride in my carriage—shall have §
my guns, and hounds and horses; I can g B

Mouney will be at my command—my namy
may be spread throughout the civilized world 1
—great men will court my favour, and —" §

*Yet thou maystbe unhappy!” saids #§
person who stood at a neat little white gaie B
that opened infront of a small cottage on o 5%
hero’s ieft hand. The fact was, that Edwin §
had been carried away by the thoughtsof §
greatness, & c., that had risen upbefore him, §
and which had completely gained an ascen
dency over hum. tle had forgotten every
thing but Amanda Morrison, and her fortune,
and his horse, who knew he was accustomed
alwsys to stop atthe httle cottage when pas-
sing thut way, had actually walked uptothe §
gate, and stopped, without the rider’s notice.
Emeline had gone out to receive him, and
had heard the few last words he uttered
He looked fendly at her, and jumping from
his horse,and placing hisarm aroundher, said

**Dear Emeline, ¥ am a fool; and you
presence just at this moment has made we §
sensible of it!  You will furgive my folly,
will you notl¢

Hethen told her all that had happened, and

the pretty litde Emeline Ellins for his wile |
than all the beiresses in the world. She ¥
laughed heartily at bim for his folly, and often ¥
afterward plagued him about the *rich Mis g§ -
Morrison.” Soon after, with theconsent of &
all parties, Breline and ¥dwin were marned
and the young man has often said that hes i§
sure he enjoyed more real happinespwith ber 5
m one hour than he would have done in his i
whole life with Amanda Morrison. Indeed, §
a happier couple than Ediwin and Emeline i§
Summers I have seldom seen; though sheof- §
thew, even now, rellics big gbout the rich

heiress. -

NI o 2o D ot s a -



» f§ them welcome.
- M4 seen the ships the preceding day, and, know-

By face at his feet!
Bd countrymas, embraced himand in turn pros- ]

»
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ROBINSGN CRUSOE.

Tho story abowt t¥8 person called by this name ia
R sid to have onginated in the ciroumstancses hors rela-

* B 1rd.  Wo present them as wo fiad thom, for the in.

B (ormation of our yoang readers. ‘The eccount diffdrs
& littls from that given 1n Sempriero’s Biographical
% Ihcnonary. The individual thers called ** Alexan-
N der Bolkisk, o Scotch edvanturer, bora about 1680.
& Ho made suveral voyages to the South Sens, in ane
N of«' .h haviog & qaarral with the comumundsr, the
M 1atter sot hun on shore oo the island of Juan Fernan—

ul. B das. with 8 fow necsssaries, wheve ho lived throo

erre.  In 1709, ho was takeens of by Cuplais Woods
ogers, of Bristol.”

§  When Capt. Watling and his company
B ¢sciped from Juan Fernundez three years be-

- B8 fore, they had left 8 Mosquito Indian on the

BE isiand, who was out hunung goats when the
N slsrm came.—This Mosquito man, named
B8 illiom, was the first and true Robynscn
K5 Crusoe, the original hermit of this romantic
B solitude. Immediately on approaching the
K sland, Pampier, and s few of William's old
of 1neods, together witha Mosquito man, named
& Robin, put off for the shore, where they soon
perceiw}"ed William standing ready to give
From the heights, he bad

mgﬂlam to be English vessels by the way
Pg they wero worked, e had killed three goats,
B 1ad dressed them with cabbage of the cabbage

B2 ree, tohave a feast ready on the arrival of

% theships. How great was his delight, asthe
i boat neared theshore, when Robin leaped to
R the land, esd running up to him, fell on his

Wn?ham raised up his

rited “Bilnself at Robin's feet, who lifted
him up, and they renewed their embraces.
“ We stood with pleasure,” says Dampier,”
“ to hehold the surprise, tenderness and so-
lemuity of their interview, whick was exceed-
isgly affecting on both sides; and when these
therr ceremomes of civility were over, we also
thst stood gazing at them drew near, each of
usembracing him we had found here, who was
grecjoyed te see so many of his 0. friends,
gmc’hither, as he thought, purposety tofetch

im."

Atthe time William was abandoned, he
bad with himin the woods his gun and kpife,
and a small quantity of powder and shot.
As soon as his ammunition was expended, by
notching his kaife into a saw. he cut up the
barrel of his gun into pieces, which he con-
Terted into harpoons, leaces, and a long
g Loife. To accomplish this, he struck fire
% with his gun-flint end 2 peice of the barrel of
j bis gun, which he had herdened for the pur-
Eose ina way be hud seen practised by the
& boccaniers. In this fire he heated bis pieces
=4 ofiron, hemmered them out with stones,saw-
& ol them with bis jagged knife, or ground
themto an odge, an tempered them; ** which
8 Was no more than these Mosguito men were
jj 3ccustomed o do intheir own country, where
¢ they make their own fishing and stiking in-
W Struments withoutesther forgeorapvil, though
% they spend 8 great deal of tune about them.*?
§ Thus furnished, William sapplied himself

P

e e ]

with goats' flesh and fish, though, till his
ingtruments were formed, he had been com-
pelled to eav seal. He built his house about
half 2 mile from the shore, und lineditsnugly
with goat skius, with which he alsospread his
cvuchor barbescue, which wasraised two feet
from the floor. As his clothes wore out, he
supplied his want also with goat skins, and
when first seen, he wore nothing saveagoat's
skin about his waist.— Edinburg Cabinet
Library.

Ratuer New.—Tempor a Mutantur,
—Somne of our readers will be not a little
surprisel to learn that they have made a
mistake in their reckoning of time, and that
instead of 1835 it 1s now 1840, An article
inthe North American Review on the divi-
sions of time, states that there was no at-
tempt made to reckon the years from the
time of our_Saviour’s birth till 527, when
Dionysius Exignus,a Roman abbot, sugges-
ted it. There belng no historical record,
and the science of astronomy being then
very imperfect, the only method adoipted
was to compare sacred history with profane.
but thisscience bas been brought to such ad-
vancernent, that it is now easily ascertained
when the eclipse happened which Joscphus
relates to have occurred during Herod’s last
iliness, (4710th year of the Julian Period,)
and knowing that the birth of our Saviour
took place before that event, and knowing
that the time fixed upon by Dionysius was
in the 4714th of the }luiian period, it is per-
fectly p'sio that the Christisn era commenced
our years at least sooner than "the period
commonly supposed, and if it had been cor-
rectly determined, the present year would be
1839 or 40 perhaps 43. The mistake has
never been corrected, because it is impossi-
ble to determine the precise year of the na-
tivity, and any alterstion would confound
all historical dates. We have heard soli-
tary individuals threatened with being
¢ kicked into the middle of next week,” but
this unceremonious thrusting forward of the
entire Christian world five whole years, is
such a leap in the dark, over a frightful
chasm, that we are vot fully prepared for it.
The child that was honestly born in the good
year of 1835 will find to day to be almost
six years old, and he who died yesterday
has beenio his grave holf a dozen years.
Besides, the money lender’s notes are all
outlawed, though taken this mon h, and
Erovisions that were fresh this morning are
ept overto 1840. There is no help for it,
they must eerte us. Ifwe felt sure of any-
thing, it wes that thisis the year 1835. But,
alas! even time itsel is compelled to yield
to the restless spirit of the age, break up sl
its old associations with the years and hours,
and toleap headlong intofutunty.—Am. Tra.

*“ JuAN FerwanDEz.—This lovely is-
land, on which Alexander Scikirk was cast
away, 28d thus gave rise t¢ the novel of

ed up by the recent earthquakes which have
destroyed a groat portion of Chil, South
Ancncea,”

i
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Frivay, Jury 24, 1836,

Hi1s Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
has been pleased to appowt the following
Gentlemen to be s Board for the Manage-
ment of the Asylum for the Poor in the Town
of Halifax :

Hon. Josepk Allison; George N. Russell,
Jokn Clark, John Spry Morris, Mat. B.
Almon, James W, Nutting, John Houwe, jr.
Dr. Lewis J~*-stor, Hugh Bell, Thomas
Williamson, W illiam Lawson, jr. and Win.
M. Allan, Esquires.

By the Cordelia, which arrived yesterday
in 6 days passage, we veceived Borton
Papers to the 17th instant.

Bosrow, July 17,
INDEMNITY BILL PASSED,

The brig 1saac Glason, which sailed from
Rochelle on the 16th June, arrived at New-
York, brings word that the Indemnity Bill

assed the Chamber of Peers on the 12th,—

ke captain can give no ]Positive information
in what shape, but he believes as it was seat
from the Thamber of Deputies. HMautual
congratulations wera exchanged between tho
French and Amer'cans, at helle, on the
termination, as it was considered, of all the
difficulties.

Distressing Shipwreck.—The schr. Cres-
cent, Joseph Rederick, of and for Albany,
bound to Quebec, came in contact with brig
Baltic, from New-York for Bath, on the
night_of 12th inst. 15 miles east of Block Xs-
land ;and sunk in five minutes, carrying dowm
Capt. R., Mrs. Ruth Williams, and two
children, of Nova-Scotia, and Mr. Jose
Wilson, passengers, and Robert Dickenson
end John Smith, seamen.

ap M. A. is received—we should like to
have the remainder of the letter before we
publish the first part.

MARRIED.

At Windsor, 16tk July, by the Ree. Willlom
€. King, Rector of University Shurch, Thomas
George Suther Esq. Bachelor of Asts,of King's
College Windzor, to Catherius, youngest daughe
ter of the late Hon. James Fraser, of Hulifaz.

DIED. ”

At Bedford Basin, on Tuesdey morning, Alrg.
Elizabeth Story, wife of Mr. cifma?:‘ Btory,
in the 66th year of her age.

At Dominica, of the yellow fevsr, e tha8rd
ult.,Thomas B. Al Gill, g promising Jgow&g man
only sen of Mr. Williom M*Gill, Mevehant of
Liverpool, . S.,on the 1Btk year of his cge.
He was much beloved, ames Ras alarge cirale
of Sriends to gourss and loment this bgreave~

ment. 2. > N
on ﬂu}'@?»s‘ 17th inet, qfier & geted e
nbas, in the B5th year.of k6P BYL, % &ife
Mr. J. W’.Wﬂg&,aﬁ(k& gﬁm —; " '6

Robijgson Crusoe, bas been Iately swallowe

<

Sunday eseping, 136h b, RMredd duils
w8, Bt e
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i,ll‘{ﬁ;_l hie was appointed ambassador to the
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THE QCKLAN,

Tive OQvean hath its silent carves,
Decp, quict, and alone ;

Thouah there be fury e the waves,
Seneath them there s nonr.

The awful spirits of the deep,
Hold therr communion there ;

And there are those for whom we weep ,—
The youny, the bright, the peur.

Calinly the weary seamen rest,
Bencath thea own blue sea ;

The oevan solitudes are blessed,
For there is purity.

The carth has guilt, the earth has care,
Unquiet are its graces ;

Aut peaceful sleep is ever there,
Boneatle s dark blue waces

BIOGRAPIY.
WILLIAM CAXTON,

The first English Priuter.  Born, A. D,

1412 ;— Died, A. D, 1191,
Of all the usts invented ! ~ the ingenuity
of juan, the, art of printing 1 in sume res-
pects, the most important : and certainly none
diay 4 closer bearing upon the best interests
olourrace, both m time and eternity. When
hooks were only produced by the tedivus
Jnocess of copying by the pen, they were
Becosarily exuensive, and could only be
uotatied by the rich.  All who are fond of
1cadig, and desirous of mental improvement,
will naturally regard with interest the in-
Sentor and improvers of this noble art, and
“to them a brief account of the first English

"printer, cannot fail to be acceptable.
William Caxton was born in the Weald
‘of Kent. In his time, learning was less
cultivated in England than in most of the
scontinental countries, and few ovtuined even
-the slightest degree of education.  The chil-
dren inour Sunday schools have superior
udvantages to many of the higher classes in
those days. The parents of Caxton, how-
sever, performed their duty to him. <« lam
'bounden,” says he, * to pray for my father
‘and mother, that in my youth sent me to
“school, by which, by the sufferance of God,
I got my living, I hope truly.’; He was
<apprenticed at the proper age, to William
Large, a mercer, of London, aud afterwards
_mayor. Those called mercers wete then
* general merchants, dealing in all  kinds

- of goods. Iaving served his apprentice-

ship, he took up bis freedom in the mercers’

- gompuny, and became a citizen of London,
*He afterwards spent some years in visiting

.many cauntries on the continent ; and in

court of the Duke of Burgundy. e per-

~*{putedhizknowledge of the French language,

gained soire knowledge.of the Flemsh or
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- Duteh, imbibed u taste for literature and ro-

mance, and at a great expense made himself
“master of the recently invented art of printing.
| Heretuened o England in 1472, und brought
“with him the art he had learned ; and thus

guve the tirst intpetus to the incrense of know-

ledoe in this countey. The first book he
panted in England, was cither a treatise
ou the *¢ Game of Chess,” exeeuted in West-
miaster  \‘hoey, or another entuded the
* Romunce of Jason ;" though he haed pre-
vivusly punted abroad, m 1471, the ** Re-
cuyell of the Histo-y of Proy.” trunsluted by
himself from the Fiench.

T'o the inestimable art he had thus intro-
duced, he was ardently attached, and in the
cultivation of 1t he was indefutiguble.  Be-
stle the labour of superintending bis press,
he translated not fewer than five thousand
closely printed folio pages, though advanced
i years.  In 1480 he published his ¢ Chro-
mele,” and his *¢ Description of Britain,”
usually appended to it.  These works were
very popular. und passed through various
editions.

Caxton wasa great admirer of Chaucer,
and published two editions of his *+ Cunter-
bury Tales.,” f'he whole number of distinet
works whichissued from lus press was sixty
four.  He was bunted in St. Margaret’s
church, Westwinster, to which he left some
books.

He wasa man of good sense and sound
Judsment ; steady, persevering, active, zea-
lous, and hberal 1 s services to that  im-
portantait which he mtroduced into Bogland,
and tor which he is entitled 10 the gratitude
and aduritation of all sueceeding ages.

ON THL UTILILY OF FOREEITS,

I recollect, when Lwasaboy, a plan which
used to be adopted sy father’s family, at the
retuin of the hohdays, and whieh was found
tobeveryu, ful,  ltwastiis,  Being abom
six 11 number, we vacl of us agreed o torfent
a half-penny for every ungrammatical or um-
proper expression which either of us employ-
ed anconvasation.  The money thus obtain-
ed, was devoted to the promotion of bene-
volent objects.  An account was hept ofthe
mistakes and errors which any of us made,
and thus we were enabled to ascertamn the
JSaults which we most commnonly committed,
and against which we should guard with the
greatest cate. By these planswewereled to
think before we spoke, we wete mutual
checks against improprieties, aud we grad-
ually found that the style of our cominon
conversation was much itmproved, and our
kuowledge of grammar creased.

I have recently, 1n conjunction with sonic
friends, adopted newly a simlar plan with
respect to carly riseny; by which many val-
uable hours have been already rcdeemed from
sleep.  We have agreed thateach of us would
keep a regular danly account of our time of
going to bed, avd of nstng; and that every
andividual, who sjept longer than scoen [wursa,

e

should forfoit one ponny each morning,|
When we meet together, which is generally
ounce a week, we compare accounts, and put
the fines mto a Box.

Having thus recommended the plan of
Yorfents, 1t muy be necessary to make two o
three observations.  Fhere are many faulr
like thuse two I huve mentioned, for ‘which
young people probably would not be punish.
ed by their parents or masters; but which
ure certainly very reprehensible, and should
be diligently avoided. 1t is this class of §
Juults to winch L think forfeits are peculiar. §
ly applicable ; and it young persons volup §
tarily imposed them on themselves, they §
would find un easy method of correcting bad §
habus, and of acquiring various eacellences, §

HALF GF THE PROFIT. -

A Nobleman, resident at a chatz: * near i
Pisa, was ubout to celebrate his murriage B
feast. All the elements were propitious, g
except the oceun, which Lad been so bus.
terous as to deny the very necessary uppen- §
dage of fish. Onthe very morning of the [§
feast, however, a poor ftisherman wade bis§
appeunrance with a large turbot, Joy penve.
ded the castle, aud the tisherman was ushered J§
with lus prize mto the saloon, where the B
nobleman, m the presence of his visitors, re- S8
quested fuw to put what price he thoughi
proper on the fish, and it should be instantly 3
paid him. ¢ One nu.udred lashes,” said the[iG
tisherman, *“ on my bare back is the price of
my fish, and I will not bate one strund ol
whip-cord on the barguin,”  The noblemanl§
and his guests were not s little astonished ; 28
but our chapman was resolute, and remos- i
straitce wasin vain, At length the nobls- 38
man exclamed, ** Well, well, the fellow iR
a humorist and the fish we must have ; butgl
lay on lightly, and let the price be paid n K
our presence.”  After fifty lashes had beca @
admmstered, < Hold, hold,” exelaiined ¢l
tishorman, ¢ 1 have o partaer in-tus bus
ness, and 1t is fitung thut he should receny
his share.” ¢« What ! are there two suchf
madeaps in the world ! exclaimed the no-JB8
bleman, ** name mm, and he shall be senghs
for instantly.” ¢ Y ou need not go very fuf
for him,” said the fisherman ; ** yon willhind
him’ at your own gate in the shape of you
own porter, Who would not let me in unul 1§
promised that he should have the bt of what-§
ever 1 received for my turbot.” ¢ Oh, ob,
said the nobleman, ** bring inm up instantly
he shall receive his stipulated moiety wi
the strictest justies ™ “Fhis ceremony  being
finished, he dise. ged the porter, a
amply rewarded the fishcrpsfn.

@ Blank Bills of Lading, Shippings
Papers, &c. for sale at this Office. -

Prnted by 1. W. BLacxADag. at his Oflice, haed
of Mr. M. G. Black’~ whaef .

Teraus—Five Shillings per -Anaum-~half i
.adyange. .. . e s
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