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NATURAL HISTORY.

CUTTLE FIsH.
Cuttle Fish ; this singular creature,
which is abuut two feet Jung, has etght
arms or claws, and twotentaculs ; with
these it lays fast hold of any thing that
comes iu ils way, and when once it
seizes any thing, it is diflicult to loosen
its hold, The body 1s of a reddish
brown color. The ejes are as large as
those of a calf, asd surrounded with
sivery rings. The mouth is horuy,
and hooked like the biil of a parrot. {1t
is so strong that the animal can breek
to pieces the shells of the animals on
which he feeds. When he is pursued,
he squirts out a biack liquor, which
rendering the water as black as ink,
enables hi.n to escape his enemy. The
Romuans used this hiquour for ink, There
is a bone in this animal which is con-
verted into that uselu} article of sta-
tionary called pounce. If this fish be
taken into a dark room and cut vp, it
is said to illuminate the whole place,
when taken out of the water, it makes
a noise resembling the zrunting ofa
boar.

BIOGRAPHY.

GEORGE ABBOT.

George Abbot, an English prelate,
born in 1562, at Guilford, in Surry,
where his father was a weaver. H?
was educated at the grammar seh-t :’o

that place, from whence b-cMve
Baliol colleze, (I~@T0, of which he

became a iellow. 1597 he was chosen
master of University college. In 1599
he was made dean of Winchester, and

Oxford. He was one of the divines
employed in the present trapslation of
the Biblee Io 1609, he was made
bishop of Litchfield and Coyentry,
from whence, the same year he was
| translated te London, and in 1610, to
(Uanterbury. A sad misfortune hap-
L pened Lo him at the close of his life :—
being at the seat of Lord Zouch, and
exercising himselfin the park witha
cress buw, he by accident shot the
keeper instead of the deer. He at-
tended King James on his death-bed,
and assisted at the coronstion of Charles
I. About the year 1627, he was
‘banished te his house near Canterbury,
and the archiepiscopal autlorily put
into commission ; but when the par.
liament 2!, he wus restcred to his
office. He died at Croydon ia 1633,
and was buried in the church of the
Holy Trinity at Guilford, where he
enduwed an hospital. His writings
are xwostly polemical, except a geogra
ghical description of the world.

THE ORPHAN OF BATTERSEA,
OR, THE JUDGEMENT OF SIR THOMAS MORE.
( Continued.)

‘Then Mistress Margaret Roper, Sir
Thoma’s eldest daughter, with a be-
nevolent smile, took the abashel, trem-
bling girl aside ; and, having, with
soothing words drawn the particulars
of her melancholy story from her, she
advanced to the front of Sir Thomas’s
chair, leading the weeping orphan by
the hand, and attempted to humor the
scene by opening her client’s_cgngﬁér
awitty imitation of legal 4=~

rjeant ;
the manner of a BYo3d 1o detail the
but, as she pra-~

rac -
: Lnder which the dog was
ﬁ:ﬁ"ﬂi"}%’xﬁéd, and again taken from
(Lo ~iendless orphan, she, by imper-

the year following vice-chancellor of

.

,e'ptible degrees, changed her style to
to the simply pathetic terms in which
the child had related the tale to her—
the language ~ the unadoraed language
of truth ond feeling, whish never fails
to come home to every bosom. All
present, save my Lady More, who
preserved a very aigre anl impene-

trable demeanor, were dissolved ir
tears : as for the poor plaintiff, she
covered her face with a part of helj
tattered garments, and sobbed aloud ‘§
and the council herself was compeller
to pause for a moment to overcome heij
own emoticn, ere she could concluddll
her eloquent sppeal on her client's
behalf, .
“Thou hast pleaded well, my goo
Meg,"” said Sir Thomas smiling throug
his tears on his best beloved daughter 3
“but n. w must we hear the defendant’;
reply, for the plaintiff ever appearefiig
in the right till after the defendanj
hath spoken . sonuw, my Lady, whaj
hast thou to say in this matter 2 ¥
“ My lady bath to repeat what shil
hath too often said before, that Sil
Thomas More’s jests are ever out o
place,” replicd my Lady in « huff.
‘ Nav, marry, good Mistress Allice
aw’ thou have nought better fo t
purpose to respoud, ! must be fain vé
give judgement fur the plaintiff in thi
case.”
¢ Tilley-valley, Sir Thomas ! tho'}
art enough to provoke a saint with th
eternal quibs and gibes,” replied hell
Ladyship : ¢ tell you the dogis m§
properly, and was presentedtome b
an honorable gentlemen, one Mastejl
Rich, whom you, Sir Thomas, ‘s7il
well ; and he said he boupt* ;
dealer in such gear ypably stole hifj

“ Which dealtaid Mistress Margarg il
frommy ek )

knowest thou that Sultan was ever th
wench's property:”retorted Lady Me
sharply. |

Sir Thomas : ¢ we must calla witned§
L whose evidence must decide that ma

ter. Son Roper, bring the dog Sulta
alins Gonstant, into coust.”

cuse in which he was called upon

Ropgay, but, davghter Margaret. hoyll

“ Well, answered, defendant,” sa

The eyes of Dorothy brightencd {8

the 'sight of her old companion's anyiRl
Sir ‘Thomos More, taking him in hi#}
hands, sail, “llere now I am
in as greata strait as ever was K

-

placeg

Solomon, in respect to the memorsb

»
-
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Wecide whose was the living child, which
oth mothers claimed, and to whom per-
ained the dead, which neither would
cknowledge. This maiden saith the doz
vhich 1 hold is hers. and was wviolently
alten from her three months agone ; iy
sady replies, ¢ Nay, but he is mine, and
as presented to me by an hanorable
Bnan,’”? (one of the King’s Counselior's
orsooth.) Now, in this matter, the dog
is wiser than mwy Lord Chaacellor, for he
kuoweth unto whom he of right pertamneth;
and, therefore, upon his witness must the
decision of this controveisy depend. So
now, my Lady, you stand at the upper
end of the hall, as befits your quulity, and
byou my httlse maiden, go 1o the lower;
end eachof you callthe dog by the name
which you have been wont to do - and
to whichsoever of you twain he goeth,
fthat person I adjudge to be his rightful
owner.

« QOh, my Lord, I ask no other test 1”
exclaimed Dorothy joyfully.

¢#Sultan ! Sultan ! come to thy mistress,
my prelty Sultan!? said my Lady, in her
imost blandishing tone, accompanying her
words with such actions of enticement a3
shte judeed most hkely to win him overto
Ler: but he paid not the slizhtest heed to
the summons. Dorothy. simply pronoun-
g ced the word “Constant ;? and the dog
bounding from betuween the hands of Sir
Thomas- More; who had hightly held him
4illboth claimants had spolen, leaped upon
her, and overwhelmed hee with his pas-
sionate caresses.

# I¢ is a clear case,” said Siv {homas :
f <t the dog hath acknowledged his misteass,
and his witness is mcontrovertible. Con-
stant, thou art worthy of thy name 1?

« Hark ye wench 17 said my Lady More,
shose desire of retaining the olject of
ute had increascd with the prospent
priceag him, ¢ I will give thee a good
sell him.'rv dog, if thou art- disposed to

¢¢ Sell my dear,
atant ! Oh, never, uiiful (aithfl Con-
Dorothy, throwirg her arnly exclimed
newly recovered favourite and™it 1}"

him with the fondest affection. e

t Twill give the a golden angel, and a
new tuit of clothes to boot, (or him, which,
1 should think, a beggar-zit) were mad to
refuse,” pursued Lady More,

Nay, nay, my lady, nzver fempt me
avith your gold,” ssid Dorothy ; ¢ or my
duly to wy posr blind gracdmother will
compell me to close with your afler, though
it should break my heart withal®
~ . %«Nay, child, an® thon hast a blind old
sgrandmathes, whom thou lovest so well,
ks will add a warm blanket, and a linscy-
bl bo!seygown for her wear, unto the price
- Y harealready named,” said the persever-

ing Lady Mores—"speak, shail I have
il pursued slic, pressing the bargajy,

Derothy averted ler head, to conceal
the large tears that rolled down her pale
cheeks, as sho sobbed out, ¢* Ye—es, my
Lady.»?
' Dear child,” said Sir Thomas, ¢ theu
hast n'nde a noble sacrifice to thy duty :
tis pity that thoun hast taken up so bad
a trade as begging, for thou art worthy
of better tlungs.”
“ It is for my poor blind grandmother,”
said the weepmg Dorothy: * I have no
other means of gatting bread o1 her.”

¢ I will find thee » better employment,”
said Sir Thomas kindly : ¢ thou shalt be
my danghter Roper’s waiting maid, if thou
cansl resolve to quit the wandenng life

survice.”

offer, noble sir, if I could do so wilhout
being sepaiated from my aged grand-
mother, who has no one in the worid but
me,” replied Dorothy, looking up ! etween
smiles and tears,

* Nay, God forbid that I should put
assunder those whom nature hath so fondly
united in the holy bands of lave and duty,”
said Sir Thomas More, wiping away a
tear : ‘¢ my house is large enough ta hold
ye both ; and while I have a roof ta eall
mnmme own, it shall contain a corner for the
blind and aged widow and the destitute
orphan ; that o, when the fashion of this
world passeth away, they may witness for
me before Hin, befare whom there is no
respect of persons, and who judgeth every
man according to his works.,

ON WRITING
Having intwo preceding Numbers spoken
of the materials employed for writing upon,
it may not be uninteresting to present
¥ou, in this place, with a briel sketeh of
the history of theart itsell. Wriling isa
silent language. It communicates knowa
ledge by means of marks, characters, or
signs, made upon paper, or other mate-
rials, and then presented to the eye. The
characters, or marks, used for this pur-
pose, are of two kinds, viz., such as re«
present thinge, and such as represent
‘terds. Pictures, hieroglyphics, and sym.
ages‘;«é\ployed hy people who lived many

of the ’\,q the Chinese characters, are
characters, of wind

forta
3 the alphabetical
puseg, are of the lattcQuF books are com-
1. Pictures convey know. i
mind, hy giving a visible represgﬁ‘.\:f’ th(;.
something which happened, or which't?,®

.
exists.  To signify that one man h:n;‘;:w-
ed anotber, the figure of a dead man was
drawn, lying upon the ground and a person
stancing over him with a knife, a sword,
or other hostile weapon in bishand. Thig
was the onyy kind of writing found amongst

the Mcaicans, in South America, when

that cautinent was discovered ; and mugt

of a heggar, and settle to an honéstin

¢ How joyfully would I embrace the|

——

ba Jooked upon as writing in its most ims
perfect state.

2. Hieroglyphics are pictures or marks
made to represent things which eannot
be seen by the bodily eye, and there isa
renl or fancied resemblance betwsen the
picture or matk aud the iden to be repre-
sented by it. Thus,~knowledge is an
invisible thing ; we know that it existe, but
we canvut sea it. Now {o represent
knowiedge, the figureofan eye was made,
because it was thought that theve is some
resemblance between these two objects.
fiternity is another invisible thing, and
this was represented by a circle, because
A circle, likz eternity, hasneither begin-

i lg end. 'Tempers and qualities

¢te reprasented by certain ani~
us,—imprudence was denoted by
= wistlom by an ant ; andvictory by
k. Egypt was the country where
this method of writing was most cultivated:
and in these characters all the boasted
wvisdom of their priests was conveyed

3 Another step in the progress of writ«
ing, is the use of arbitrary characiers op
merks, that is, of such marks as have no
resemblance either to the nature or pro-
perties of the object to be represeated,
tut which, by custom: or general consent,
are made to signify certain things, The
Peruvians, another people of South Ame-
rica, bad strings of divers colours, on which
they made knols, of different sizos, and
varionsly arranged, to convey information
and wnmunicate their thoughts to one
another. The Chinese writing, it is said,
is cornposed of these marks, each of which
expresses but one idea. Their great Dice
tionary consists of two hundred volumes,
and contains sixty thousand characters.
The most learned amongst the Chinese
can hardly acquire, during their whole life,
a perfect knowledge of their own written
language. We ourselves use charactere
of this kind to express our numbers ; and
the foliowing figures, 1, 2, 3, &ec. , ‘signify
as clearly as the words, one, two, three, &c.
the number intended by them. The cha-
racters used in astronomy, with many
others which might be named, are of the
same sort, and perfectly intelligible to
those who have learned them. Several
unlearned persons have bYeen known to
invent for themselves a set of marks, by
which they could record a variely of things
that they wished to remember. T have
read of a farmer, of considerable dealings,
who conducted his business with great
regularity, but tho only account~book ha

1
i

was the walls of a room, set apart {or
1~=qgse, ou which he made marks of

his own Mmvewe: s et
ton, with chalk. This is
one mettod of Weiiag hy arbitrary chas

racters , anc¢ supposing any of his family
instrueted in his peculiar marks, he misht
thus, at his death, leave, in his seif‘invZn-
ted writing, 1 clear statewent or his afluirs,
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Superior to all these must be consi«
dered the method of Alphabetical Wris
ting, which will form an article for our
following and last Number.

Wrong Estimation of the Professions.
—¥e think there is one radical error in
American society, viz: o universal dis-
pusition to underrate the mechanical pro-
tession, when contrasted with what are
termed the ¢ learned professions,” and
‘withalmost all ether avocations,

Does the rich and respectuble mecha-
vic, the arlizan, the artichect, be who
Years our public aud private edifices, the
builder of our ships, and the constructur
ofour canals and railways never permit a
course of conduct in himself, which gocs
directly to take away from the respect-
ability of the profession by which he has
guined all he possesses? When he comes
to decide upon the path his sons shall
pursue, is it not too often the case that an
overweening disposition is displayed to
make them lawyers, doctors, ministers,
metchants, anything but to bring them
up to the respectable calling of their pa-
rents ?

Aund let us ask, is not the same thing
‘true of every other class in the commu-
aity ?

The sons of American citizens must
be educated for gentlemen. They must
notlearn a trade, or an art, upon which
hey can always depend for 2 respectable
living, This would be to lower rather
thaun to raise them in the scale of public
opinion ; und heice it is, thax thousands
and thousands and thonsnnds of boysare
crowded into ¢ the professions” and ¢ be-
hind counters,” to becume, in the end,
genteel paupers, living upon the products
of other men’s labors, rather than rely-
ing upon their own hands for an honest
living.

We repeat, it is the wrong estimate of
the comparative respectability of the dif-
ferent pursuits, that causes so dangercus
ua error.  We would notstifle genius nor
deride learning, nor do we entertain the
leust disrespect to any profession ; but
we would have our sonstaught to believe
wod made to feel, that it is far more ho-
adfable to learn some handicraft, by the
practice of which they can live in inde-
pendenceand honor, than to crowd into
the overflowing ranks of professions,
which will uot yield their bread, and
which but too often lead to the eutire
prostration of the better feelings of the
human heart, is low cunning, duplicity
-and kuavery. . .

Who are the props and piflars o, 1y
pv.‘bhc ndxhco,? Whe heaill \ he me-
suuscle of society? We say, 1 land
chanics and Lushandmen of the land.

From the ranks ofthese, too. have sprung

statesmen, philosophers aad sages, who

have shed imperishable lustrc upon the
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age in which they lived. 1f the nmount
of useful intellectunl attainments could
be correctly estimated, we entertain no
donbt that the ranks of the intelligent
mechanies and agriculturalists would car-
ry off the palm by immense majorities,

Then why should the alimost univer-
sal efforts to disgrace these professions,
by a simultaneocus rush into other ranhs,
any lenger prevail 2 Better, mfiuitely
better, woul(rit be, that our hardy, athle-
tic youth should shoudler axe and awoy
beyond the mountaing, than, by a fele
prive and false estimate of true respecta-
bility, they shuuld bLe thrust into wrong
channels, to disease suciety, and weahen
the bords of the budy politic. There
they might’Jive in the tiue nobility of
nature, cultivate their owa fields, und
slumber benreath their own cottages, and
perhaps become the fuunders of new com-
munites of moral, physical and intellec-
tual grants,— Philadelphia Mirror,

DiscoxtenT.~—HoOW universal is it;
We never yet knew the man who would
say “ Jam contented.”” Go where you will,
among the rich and the poor, the man of
competence or the man who earns bis
bread by the sweat of lus brow, jou hear
the sound of murmnuring and the voice of
complaint. 'The other day we stood by a
cooper, who was playiag a merry tune with
his adze around a cask—* ah' sighed be,
mineis a hard lot—forever trotting around
and round like a dog, driving away ata
hoop. Heigho, sighed a blacksmith, in
one of the late hot days, as he wiped the
drops of perspiratiou from his brow, while
the red hot iron glowed on his anvil—<this
is life with a vengeance! meclting aud
frying one's sclf over a burning fire? “Oh
that I were a carpenter,” ejuculated a
shieemaker, as he beut over his lap-stone,
“here ain I, day afier duy, wearing my soul
away in making soles for others, cooped up
in this little 7 by 9 room—heigho!” ¢f
am sick of this out door work,” exclaims
the carpenter, “ broiling under a sweltering
sum, or ¢xposed to the inclemencies of the
weather—if I were only a tailor 7 “This
is too "bad petulantly cries the tailor, , to
be compelled to sit perched up here, plying
my needle all the time—would that mine
were a more active life” “ Last day of
grace—Dbanks won’t discount-—customners
won't pay what skall I do!" grumbles thoe
merchant, “I Lad rather be a truck horse
~—a dog—any thing!?” “Happy fellows?!
grouns the kuwyer, as ho scratches hislver
over some perplexing cuse, or psellows!
some dry, musty record—<}than cudgel
1 had rather hammner @is vexatious ques-
my brains on thigyh all the ramifications
uon” Andsgyro complaining of their
of society _finding fault with their peculi-
9_°‘I~fx‘1ﬁing. if 1 were oaly this that or tho
other, Ishould bo content, is tho gmversal
cry—any thing but what 1 am. S0 _wagsl
tho world—so it has wagged, and so it wil

'3,
“ﬂﬁ"e have no idoa Of Writing 2 sermon on
tho subject—oM the preaching in the world
would not persua_dc men out of their habit
of grumbjing. Like foodl, it is necessary to
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their oxistence—thoy must grutb.e or de.
—Were we called apon for a defitation of
man we sLov'd say, Vaen s a crunding
ammal.  Paley vays ho is o hundlo of
habits.  Wo opine that grambling is the
greatest stick in tho bundle.  Ouly thing
of a man gowg through he waorld withont
a murmur——without a mgh—satisfi «d with
his allotinent—ihe wenthor-—the tmes—
Lis toul--Lis clothing, and invulnershle to
thelfew thoteand Bule cteet s which Lo
to hotlier n man's seal out, ovly think of it!
But the age of miracles Lo gone by

LFarewell to Steam '~—Thero seemg no
limit to the rurprising imventive faculties
of our countryven,  Wo fearn by the
T'reebold (N J.) fuqusrer that on the 8th
Dee. and fulluning days there wal take
pluce at that town wt der the direction of
an examinirg conmmitte, u scries of ex-
periments with a new propelling power
for Railroads, invented by b}r. U. f‘lmmons
of that town, #nd called the Spring Power
Locotnotive. ‘Lhe speed 18 comnputed at
from $0 to 10v uules per hour ! and that
entirely effected by spriugs, of which there
are 500 in the Lucvweotive. No dauger of
explosions here,

Newspapers—TEvery thing under Iea-
ven increases in price except ncwspapers.
Beof and pork, flour aud hutter, sugar, tea
and cofive, salt fish and onwus, dry goods
aml yet grocerics, fuel and rent, buck-
wheat aud wash wonen, are all advanced
in price.  But newspapers, that most
indispensable and no-getting-along-with-
out-it article—the rum’” and substance of
maun’s existence, remeins in statie quo,

An important experi'neut hag heen made
at Montpelier, Vermont. in a drill hole 800
feet deep from which it appoars that for
every 20 feet desceut, heas inercased at the
rate of one degree.  Accondiug to this, the
heat not fur from the carth’s surfuace is
suflicient to hold cvery substunee in a
melted state, and it whole interior must
be a mass of boiling liquid. "T'his may
explain many netural phenomena, hitherto
not fully accounted tor,

Sir Thomas More used to say to I
children—¢¢Let virtue Le your ~
amuscment your sauce.”

commeme———TR
ubscriber takes this opportunity
re-of returning his thunks to bis fricnds
and the Public for the liberal patronzge
with which he has been favored since his
commencement in business, and begs fenvo
to inform them that he has entered into
partuership with Mr. Joux Byerisn, and
in connection with him will continue to
exccute PRINTING of'all descriptions on
the most reasonable terms, and ‘wnh des-
patch.——'l‘he office_is well provided with
'y *¢ suitable for 1and-bills, Catslogues,
Car'y, Pt;u&x?hlgvts, Circulars, Blunks of
ery kind, &c. &c.
every HRG & . W. BLACKADAR.
atirax, Dee. 30, 1836,

Blank Bills of Liading, for
sale atthis office.
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A IIAPPY NEW YEAR.

Many wish mo 4 4 Happy New Year
‘They utter tho words and they smilo
But huppy some do uot appear,
"The’ thus thoy would others boguile.

What then is a happy New Year
Is it, honour,—or talents,—or lioalth ?

No ! The puorest its bright beams may cheer,
Which oft leuve the gay mansion of wealth !

*Tis not pleasurs, nor high sounding fame,
That will make me a happy New Yecar.
How many arc blest,—BuT IN NAME,
And in sceret they shed the full tear !

‘T'1s s stAKES A napry New YEan,~—
‘To do gaud, and from evil to cease,
‘To love Gud and to live in his fear,
‘T'o seek and pursue heav’nly peace!

Then a happy Now YearT shall find,

In Trutn aud OsEmencr aud Lovs;
() Saviour but grant me thy mind,

Aud prepare uie for pleasure abuve !

Then happy slall be my vast year,
"IWILL FINISY ATL SORROW AND PAIN ;
Trey with Je nsT hope to appear,
And bliss everlasting to gain!

[ m——l
r:15 BRITISH FIRE-SIDE,
The pleasiies and giatifications which
Slow fiom the I':c-side, may be considercd
as almesl pe. aliar to these islands. In
wue s imates he aid of fire is demaaded
for sittle Do than ullnary purposes; whilstin
the noirther icyions of continental Lurupe,
the gloiy wi unsocial store forms, in
geneiad, i only medium thiough which the
1igors o) {hdr intense Winter asc mitigated.
To the enlivealny blaze, and the clean swept
fearth, and to all the numeivus comfurts,
whach, in this country, so usually wait upon
T Tegr junction, tl.oy are perfuct strangus.
peeteyifu’ cud intcresting as is the as-
splent” - ¢, under the warmth, and
sum, it [eonfessialinflucnce uf @ summer
that I took forward to itfout a prefereace,
the falling leaf or ifting oasons, when
closer the fumily circle, and ushers draws
sccial and iutellectual intercourse whpd,

constitutes the dearest charm, and, next to |

religion, the highest privileye of kuman
exwsience.

Vken all without is wrapped in darkness,
and the freezing blast howls eager for en-
trance round your dwelling, with what cn-
Joument do itsinmales crowd to the cheer ful
hearth, and, as the flame glows brighter on
their cheeks, listen, with a sensation of self-
gratulating security, to the storm thatshakes
their solidroef, It is here that the power
o rontrast iseggrienced in all its force; not
only in referenc W@ the exposure, fatigues,
end hazards, whickfhiay have been actually
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incurred ere Mhe day-light closed; but

imagination is at work to paint the lot of
those less fortunate than ourselves, and who,
er1ll exposed to all the horrors of the storm,
feel the bitternces of their destiny augmented
by iatrusive recollections of domestiv casc
and fire-side enjoyments.

Weowe the following lin.s to the learned
and accomplished biographer of the poct
ICirke Wihite, who, describing in hi. Madoc,
the adventurous vessel of his Hero driving
before the storm, beautifully says: —

"Tis pleasant, by tho cheerful hearth, to hear
Of tempests. and the dangers of the deop,
And pause at times, and {cel that we are safo;
Then listen to the perilous talo again,
And, with an cager and suspen i
Woo terror to delight us ; but——
‘The roaring of the raging cle &
To know all human skill, all strength,
Avail not; to look round, and only see
The niountain wave incumbent, with its weight
Of bursting waters, o'cr the reeling bark,—
O God, this is indeed t dreadful thing!
Andhe who hathi endur'd the horror, once,
Of such an hour, doth never hear the storm
1lowl round his home, but he remembers it,
And thinks upon the suffering mariger!

THE ELOQULNCE OF SILENCE,

How cloquent is silence! Acquiescence,
contradiction, deference, disdain, embar-
rassment, and awe, may all be expressed by
saying not'ing., It may b. necessary to
illustrate his apparent parodos Ly a few
examples. Do yua seek an assurance of

your mastiess’ affection?  FThe fatr one,
whose timidity shrinks from an avowal of
hr tender sentiments, confirms her lover's
Jondest Lupes by a complacent and assenting
stlence. Should you hear an assertion,
wheeh you may decm false, made by some
once, of whose veracity politeness may with-
hoid you fromopenly decdaring yowus doubt?
You denote e difference of openion by 1e-
maining silent. Are you receiring a re-
primand fiom a superior?  You muark your
1espect by an attentiveandsubmissive silunce.
die you compelled to listen to tle Jrivolous
conversation of a cox-comb? You signify
your despicable opinion of him by treating
his loyuacity with contemptuous silence.
Silcace hus s utility and advantages. And
1st.  What an incaleulable portion of

domestic strife and dissension might have
g9, precented ; how often might the
perhafswhick by mutual aggravation, has
checked in sR0ated in bloodshed, have been
and judicions sirpicncementby awell-timed
who have cxpm'ie;:bei.«”“’se persons only
beneplcial effects of tlzatfgre«g ware of the
to the exasperating thrcap, $H1FCC which
sneer, or the unjustly imputed w‘raal}%ous
shall answer never'a word. 2nd.p le:rc
are not wanting instances where the reputa-
tion, the foriune, the kappinces na:u the
life of a fellow-creatre, might be’pre;érveld
by a charitable silence, cither pu' 4
resstun demiting g mitan
F) wn of some con emning cirvesmstance,

A

or by refusing to unite in the defamator;
allegation. 3d. To any one who s anxion
2o pass for a person of deep reflection and
superior undersianding, ¥ wonld recoriment
tosay but little; silence being considered
by many pcople as a certain indication of
wisdom ; and I must myself confess, that
should prefer the man who thinks muck
without spraking, to him who speaks much
without thinking, Not that I would be
supposed to be an advocate for habitual
taciturnity. No one can betler appreciate
the dclight derived from intellectual inter-
course. Notwithstanding which, I sce daily
causc 2o admire the truth and justice of that
apophthegm, whicksays ** Of much speaking
eometh repentance, but in silence is safety.”

A CoNTRAST.—How superior is a poor
man with a rich spirit to a rich man witha
poor_spisit! To borrow the cxpression of
St, Puaul, he is *cas having nothing, and yet
possessing all things;” while the other pre.
sents the melancholy reverse—he is as pos
sessing all things, and yet having nothing,
The first hopes every thing, and fears no-
thing; the last hopes nothing, and fears
every thing. There is 1o absoulute pover-
ty without poverty of spirit. The sunshine
of the mind gives only the brightside. Hae
who lives under its influenee is courted b
all men, and may, if he will, enjoy their
goods without their troubles, The worl
1s, as it were, held in trast for him ; and, in
fieedom from care, he is alone entitled to
called a gendeman,  He is the most inde~
pendent of all men, because furtune has th
least power over him,  He is the only nua
that is frec and unfettered ; he may do wha
he pleases, and nothingis expccted frot
him, Xle escapes importunity aud flattery
and feeis a perpetual consciousavss that b
is nutsought for but fur himself.  Suspicio
of motives rever chills his confidence, no
withers his enjoyment.  Ile has anenri
ing power within himself, which makes h
outward wants easily supplied with industs,
and prudence, without the necessity of anx
ioustoll. A little is enough, and beyoud
is an mcumbrance, This is the Christia
doclsine, and the doctrine of reasun, whic
ever go together.— Elgin Courant.
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