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From the Shore of Eternity.

BY F. W. FABER.

Alone ! to land alone upon that shore !
With no one sight that we have seen be-
fore,
Things of a different hue,
And the sounds all new,
And fragrances so sweet the soul may
faint,
Alone ! Oh, that first hour of being a
saint !

Alone ! to land alone upon that shore H
On which no wavelets lisp, no billows
roar,
Perhaps no shape of ground,
Perhaps no sight or sound,
No forms of earth our fancies to arrange,
But to begin alone that mighty change !

Alone ! to land alone upon that shore !
Knowing so well we can return no more ;
No voice or face of friend,
None with us to attend
Our disembarking on that awful strand,
But to arrive alone in such a lanad !

Alone ! to land alone upon that shore !
To begin alone to live for evermore,
To have no one to teach
The manners or the speech
Of that new life, or put us at our ease ;
On, that we might die in pairs or com-
panies !

Alone ! the God we know is on that shore,
The God of whose attractions we know
more
Than of those who may appear
Nearest and dearsst here 3
Oh, is he not the lifelong Friend we know
More privately than any friend below ?

Alone ! the God we trust is on that shore,
The Faithful One whom we have trusted
more
In trials and in woes
Than we have trusted those
On whom we leaned most in our earthly
strife,
Oh, w;alshall trust him more in that new
fe !

Alone ! the God we love is on that shorg-—
Love not enough, yet whom we love far
more,
And whom we loved all through
And with a love more true,
Than other loves—yet now shall love himg
more—
True love of him begins upon that shore !

So not alone we land upon that shore ;
"Twill be as though we had been there
before ;
We shall meet more we know
Than we can meet below,
And find our rest like some returning
dove,
And be at home at once with our eternal
love !
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The Boys’ Missionary Club, and
What Came of It.

BY MISS V. F. PENROSE.

NE of the best training-schools for

boys is a missionary band or club.

If a good knowledge of missions

is equal to a college education, as one

father put it, the boys who are becoming

enthusiastic on this world-embracing

subject are indeed recelving a university
education.

In one ciub, where twenty boys are en-
rolled, the big brothers come with the
little ones, the older taking a ‘sort of
supervision of the seven younger. The
entrance fee is a subscription to the little
missionary magazine, Over Sea and Land.

Originally only one meeting was held
a month, but the Interest is far greater

prized notification of each meeting)each
boy would be referred to some particular
paragraph or section in the pages of
Over Sea and Land. This was to be his
“fact” for the meeting. Our pro-
gramme, in use for years, was made by a
committee of boys who printed copies of
it. It begins with prayer by the leader,
at whose house they meet. The boys
say : “We do not know what to pray for
till you tell us.,” A large map of the
world is the invariable accompaniment of
each session, colored by the leader in
water-color, yellow for Protestants, red
for Roman Catholics, pink for the Greek
Church, green for Mohammedan lands,
dark gray for regions inhabited by pagans
and heathen. It is a perpetual “ mute
appeal.” The work of all denominations
is indicated by spangles, sewed on, and
their glitter is most effective. This map
is the basis of that first prayer, a boy
pointing out the country to be studied,
the color showing the prevailing religion,
the spangles “the petty dome, the un-
dore vast.” A map of the country to
be studied may be fastered beside with
our own stations marked, underscored
with red, but the map of the world is
indispensable, and is, indeed, “ the best
prayer-book.”

There are three periods of prayer, The
second, midway to the close, is “ Prayer
by the boys.” Each one cifers a very
brief prayer for the boys of that land, a
mission station, some missionary, his
children, the medical work, perhaps 2
special hospital. Each boy has already
given his fact, asked a question if he
wishes. Then Bible verses are recited,
a number of portions being memorized
and one used at a meeting : Psalms 2. 8;
135. 15-18; Malachi 3. 8-10; Ma thew 2.
1-6; John 3. 16; 15. 16; Romans 12. 1,
10. 13-15; or each may give a verse be-
ginning with the letter of the country for
the month.

The offering next is taken in an in-
cense-burner from China, an African
basket, or a Persian bag. Curiosities
have been lying in the centre of the table
around which the boys are gathered, not
to be handled till the programme de-
mands them. They make the land s0
real, they prove it. The handling of an
actual idol, perhaps of unknown antiquity,
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of some queer carving, or a doll of
strangest construction, queer sandals or
shoes, these are all a very definite por-
tion of the “ university education.”

Finding the inestimable value of curios
early in life, the leader earnestly set ‘her-
self to secure some object from each mis-
sion land. Rach was put to perpetual
ase, loaned in many directions, made to
serve God, as a sort of trust fund, How
those curious began to pour in after a
time ! missionaries finding their very
active service would contribute a store of
those inexpensive yet priceless trifles that
make customs real.

One old woman in a little country
church once said to the leader : “ All my
life I have wanted to see a Chinese wo-
man’s shoe.” It came in that first lot
of Chinese *rifles, the determining factor
of a now very remarkable collection,
These have also served to start many an-
other useful collection. The little book-
marker made by ““ Miss Turtle,” of Japan,
never fails to stir to a deeper realization
of the energizing power to Christ’s love.
8he was hopelessly paralyzed from birth,
and lay like a log for eighteen weary
vears, unwilling to learn anything. Then
she heard of Christ, and at once was
roused to a desire to help her family.
Only able to move her head, she learned
to use her mouth, teeth, and tongue to
cut and make book-marks which readily
found a sale. One marks the seventy-
eighth Psalm : “Can God ?” The mar-
vels of his power are still manifesting
themselves if ome has but learned to
recognize them,

The business part of the meeting was
kept by the boys for the close, on the
ground that “any fellow who comes late
deserves to miss the best part.” Thus
the reports of secretary and treasurer
tame next, followed by new business,
The yearly election of new officers makes
the first fall meeting especially important.

The third period of prayer brings the
hour to its prompt close. Now all rise
and reverently repeat the Lord’s Prayer,
followed by a pause of silent prayer,

The second meeting of the year took
up “ Heroes of the Mission Field,” a most
stimulating topic. At the preceding
meeting one was assigned, and some small
turio was offered as a reward for the best
written account. If information was not
€asy to find, a leaflet about the hero
would be given to each boy, or if like
Livingstone each might search for him-
®If.  The little “Hero Serles” were
often of service, The president was
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starting for Englang when we were te
have Livingstone, so a letter informed
him he was appointed to visit his grave
at Westminster Abbey and tell us about
it.  This was a wonderful errand. A
note from him reported the commission
fulfilled, and the first fall meeting had
as “new business ” rerbert’s reading ot
the full epitaph which he had copied.
This was placed in the portfolio of the
band, where are kept the sketches of
heroes, the maps the boys have made, and
other memorabilia.

At the Livingstone meeting the large
map had an unusual decoration : lines
made by red ribbon marked his journeys,
thus forming a crude cross in the im
terior. At the spot where his heart was
buried there was a special mark,

For many years this band has beem
training boys, and two former members
are Student Volunteers, Visiting at the
boys’ homes has always given an ad-
vantage in knowing the mothers, These
mothers are mostly church-members whe
should be interested contributors to mis-
sions, but all are not. Could a double
work be done ?  Why not try to draw in
the mothers, too ? They were visited,
or, when this was not possible, letters
were written to them. The boys haé
previously, at one of their own enthusizs-
tic meetings, been told to present the plias
to their mothers that they were to be-
come possessors of Dr. Arthur Smith's
book on China. The boys meanwhile took
up the delightful little companion volume,
‘“China for Juniors,” azd if any of the
questions in it could not be answered from
its pages, the mother's book was to be
used. The mothers responded with de-
lightful alacrity til nearly every home
had a copy of “ Rex Christus,” and sew~
eral sets of the illustrative pictures were
also purchased. Thus fo forty cents s
‘ missionary library ” was started.

When the plan was further explained,
the mothers seemed very grateful for the
training their boys were receiving in the
mission band. They had felt that the
“ heroes "—Livingstcne, Nevius, and
others—about whom the boys had beem
writing, had not only given them lessons
In composition, but lessons in the great-
ness which merits the * crown that fadeth
Dot away.” The little prizes of some
trifle from China or elsewhere showed the
mother how each boy, little and big, was
appreciated, and every one who came to
that house would be shown the plece of
palm leaf on which the Lord's Prayer
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was written in Laos, or whatever the
prize might be.

But there was one thing more for the
mothers.  After the books for mothers
and boys had been placed a few weeks,
the mothers were one afternoon invited
“to meet a lady from China.” A num-
ber came and had a most interesting hour
talking with the travelled guest, who had
had so many interesting experiences be-
yond the Great Wall. They all ex-
pressed themselves anew about the bene-
fits of the band, and perhaps some were
a little amazed to learn that their boys
were accustomed to pray so naturally at
the meetings, The mothers seemed im-
pressed as never before with the way their
lads were coworking with Christ. The
boys had felt a little jealous at first that
the mothers were invited to a missionary
entertainment to which they were un-
invited, but it was pretty to hear how
some had taken such pains that the home-
sta; ing mother should not miss the un-
usual occasion, and Tom’s and Bd’s
mothers took great pleasure in telling
how eager their boys had been for them
to come.

The boys had their own little garden-
party later on, but perhaps this year, in-
stead of merely good times, they also will
want to meet the lady from China. They
are enthuslasts, and recognize that their
work is the most inspiring, the most de-
lightful, the biggest, the most worth
while of anything. They simply insist
that the boys shall come regularly and
behave properly.

Of course, the leader of the club loves
boys, and is willing that they should
know it. She also prays continually for
guidance, and Is never satisfled, but con-
stantly looks for better things. “ae does
not believe in perpetual novelties of all
sorts. The contagion of burning en-
thusiasm in work with Christ and for
Christ supplies motive power, interest,
attraction, and invests the whole range
of the work with greatest dignity.

The summer vacation being unduly pro-
longed, owing to severe illness, each boy
received a note last autumn asking him
to come to the accustomed place and re-
turn the little birth-day bag that accom-
panied each note. In these bags a slip
of paper asked in rhyme for as many
pennies as each one had lived years. All

the family were to help fill these dainty
little silk bags. (One rule of the leader
has been to always be as careful for
dainty, artistic touches with the boys as
with girls or older persons, and this is
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much appreciated.) We did not want our
offering for our bed in a little African
hospital to fall short because of no meet-
ings. Over $10 were brought in, though
some bags were forgoiien.

The notes also told the boys that the
next land in which they would travel was
to be Japan. In the meantime, while
“ Japan for Juniors” was not yet pub-
lished, each mother was to have “ Sunrise
in the Sunrise Kingdom,” and the boys
were to read the first two chapters, that
when they met they might be properly
started on a good foundation. There
will be a Japan meeting or tea for the
mothers later on.

This band has again and again proved
the truth of the words of John Eliot,
after whom they are named : “ Let us not
sit down and wait for miracle. Up
and be doing, and the Lord be with thee.
Prayer and pains, through faith in Jesus
Christ, can do anything.”—Missionary
Review.

Miethodist Magazine and Review for
September.

The opening article of the September
number of this magazine is a continua-
tion of the Bditor's account of personal
travel in Labrador, well illustrated, as
is also the following paper, * Korea,
With the Mind’'s Eye.” Other illustrated
articles are *“Camp BEducation Exten-
sion,” by Alfred Fitzpatrick, and “ The
Kingdom of Roumania,” by Queen Eliza-
beth, of that country. Rev. 8. Hall
Young, D.D., writes on “ Missionary Ex-
periences in the Yukon,” and Rev. O.
Darwin on “The Crisis in the North-
West.” “The Miracle Maker of Gor-
dens " is an account of the truly wonder-
ful achievements of the celebrated horti-
culturist, Luther Burbank, in the way of
developing new fruits and flowers. An
article on * Canadian Journalism,” by H.
P. Moore, and a review of Morley's “ Life
of Cobden,” by Rev. Selby Jefferson, are
followed by the serial story, *Summer-
wild,” and a clever Japanese story, by
E. A. Taylor, and “A Story of Indian
Life on the Pacific Coast,” with the
regular departments of general interest,
completing a very satisfactory number.

Toronto : Wiillam Briggs. Montreal:
C. W. Coates. Halifax : S. F. Huestls
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 for six months.
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[ INTERNATIONAL
| BIBLE LESSONS

FOURTH QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

LESSON I. Danie! and Belshazzar
GOLDEN TEXT. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil,

AUTHORIZED VERSION

[Study the chapter, Read Dan, chapters 3, 4]
Dan. 5. 17-30 [Commit to memory verses 29, 30)

17 Then Dan'iel answered and said before
the king, Let thy gifts he to thyself, and give
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the
writing unto the king, and ‘make known to him
the interpretation,

18 O thou king, the most high God gave
Neb-u-chad-nez'zar thy father a kingdom, and
majesty, and glory, and honor :

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all

ople, nations, and languages, trembled and
}:nred before him: whom he would he slew ;
and whom he would he kept alive: and whom
be would he set up; and whom he would he put
down,

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
bis mind hardened in pride, he was deposed
from his kingly thronme, and they took his glory
from him :

21 And he was driven from the sons of men ;
ind his heart was made like the beasts, and
i 8 with the wild asses: they fed

rass like oxen, and his body was wet
ew of heaven; till he knew that the
most high God ruled in the kingdom of men,
nd that he appointeth over it whomsoever he
ill,

22 And thou his son, O Bel-shaz'zar, hast
ﬁt umbled thine heart, though thou knewest
this ;
thyself against the
'y _have brought the
thee, and thou, and
by lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have
rink wine in them; and thou hast praised the
Is of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood,
nd stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know :
nd the God in whose hand thy breath is, and
\ '8, hast thou not glorified :
24 Then was the part of the hand sent from
bim; and this writing was written,
2 And this is the writing that was written,
IE'NE, ME'NE, TE'KEL, U-PHAR'SIN,
This is the interpretation of the thing :
\E: G hath numbered thy kingdom,

ou art weighed in the bal-
ces, and art found wanting,

B PE'RES: Thy kingdom is divided, and
Ven to the Medes and Per'sians.

2 Then commanded Bel-shaz'zar, and they

Rlothed Dan’iel with scarlet, and put a chain of

[Oct. 1

Psa. 34. 16,
Revisep Version,*

17 Then Daniel answered and said bofore
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give
thy rewards to another ; nevertheless I will read
the writing unto the king, and make known to
him the interpretation. 18 O thou king, the
Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy fa-
ther the kingdom, and greatness, and glory, and
majesty : 19 and because of the greatness that
he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and lan-
guages trembled and feared before him: whom
he would he slew, and whom he would he kept
alive; and whom he would he raised up, and
whom he would he put down. 20 But when his
heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened
80 that he dealt proudly, he was deposed {rom
his kingly throne, and they took his glory Trom
him: 21 and he was driven from the sons of
men, and his heart was made like the beasts,
and his dwelling was with the wild asses; he
was fed with grass like oxen, and his body was
wet with the dew of heaven; until he knew
that the Most High God ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and t 1 over it whom-
soever he will, his son, O Bel-
shazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, though
thou knewest all this, 23 but hast lifted up
thyself against the Lord ; and they
have brought the vessels se before
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and
thy concubines, have runk wine from them ;
and thou hast praised the gods of silver and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see
not, nor hear, nor know ; and the God in whose:
hand thy breath is, and whose are all th ways,
hast thou not glorified, 24 Then was the part
of the hand sent from before him, and ‘this
writing was inscribed,

25 And this is the writing that was in-
scribed:  MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN,
26 This is the interpretation of the thing :
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and
brought it to an end. 27 TEKEL; thou art
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting,
28 PERES : thy kingdom is divided, and given
to the Medes and Persians,

= Then commanded Belshazzar, and they
clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain of

.‘s:l;he Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
ns.
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Home Readings
{¥urnisbed by the International Bible Reading
Association]
M. An impious feast. Dan. 5. 19,
fPw Damiel called. Dan. 5. 10-16,
W. Daniel and Beishazzar. Dan. 5. 17-30.

The Lesson Hymns

; Bew Canadian Hymnal, No. 34

Lwasa wnndeﬂnslhoap,
1 did not love the fold ;
did not love my Shepherd's voice.

1. The Crime (v. 17-23).—Who was the
Xing speken of in the lesson? What hed God
givex his ancestor? Describe the power of the
ancient kings. To what sins did their great

v expose them? What dangers may come
mmou .a throne? W‘hgt uniibment
came 1o ’thm king of Babylon? Why was he

punished ?
2,7he Sentence (v. 24-29) —What were the

1. Nebuchadnezzar's Failure and Punish-
ment v. 17-21).—Why did Belshazzar, the
xing of Babylon, send for Daniel? What had
Ged given to Nebuchadnezzar? Why was Neb-
wsehaduezzar forced to give up his throne?
What afftiction was put upon him? What had
be to learn before he could be restored to his
right mind?

Who was the new king of Babylon? Whose
son was he? What kind of a feast did he
meke? How many were invited to the feast?
Why was it foolish to hold this feast at this
time? Because a great army was just outside
the gates. What appeared on the wall to Bel-
shazzar? Who was sent for to read this writ-

1. Imtroductory: Belshazzar's Feast (verses
116).

(@) Belshazzar, king of Babylon, made a
feast to his lords, (b) and drank wine with
them from vessels consecrated to Jehovah—a
shockingly profane act from even the pagan
paint of view. (¢) As they drank they praised
the false gods and worshiped their images

New Canadian llvuulal. No. 3.
I need thee eve

ost ious Lord ;
No tender voice like thine.

Questions for Senior Scholars

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

Questions for Younger Scholars

The Lesson Analysis

1. The Arrai
17-23).

(¢) Daniel
honors, (b) but
pret the writing
showing how inc
had been Nebucl
tor (verses 18, 1
spoiled by his h
deposed and in hi
be thought he w
sanity came reve

gifts (verses 20,

Th. The holy vessels. Jer. 52. 12-19.

F. God forgotten, Luke 12, 15-21,

N. Herod's punishment. Acts 12, 18-23,

8. Fate of the wicked. Psa. 37. 8-22,
Time.—Probably 538 B. C. - Place.—Baly

lon, on the Euphrates.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 35,
1 need thee, precious Jesus !
For I am full of sin;
My soul is dark and guilty.

hour,
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kingdom"? How was the king “weighed in the [liehoiac! ng of
balances”? In what way was the kingdom di d by h
vided? What did the scarlet and chain of gold suceeede

Nabonidus, was pla
temples, though no
ril he left the affa
not appear fros
alled king. Durin,
the boundaries of

uignlfy.‘

3. The Execution (v. 30).—What happens
to the king? Was there human agency in slay
ing the king? Why was he slain?

2. A Doomed King and Kingdom (v. 22-30.
—What ought Belshazzar to have learned fron
the fate of Nebuchadnezzar? Of what thre
great sins was Belshazzar guilty? What &
the words mean which were written on th
wall? Did Daniel care for the honors whic
the king put upon him? How long after th
king saw the writing did he live?

conquered nations L
the Hebrew exiles w

ing? Where did Daniel get his wisdom? Fros
God. What reward was offered to the oS Verse 17. T
who read the writing? Did Daniel read it tfvill be necessary

chapter to get the
At a great feast w
honor of *

get the reward? No. Who had weighed Bel
shazzar in his balances? What hap
pened that night to Belshazzar? He was slain,
and his kingdom was taken awey.

(verses 1-4), (d) In the midst of the fes!
the severed fingers of a human hand wrofe 0
the wall before them a message that none coul
read. (e) King Belshazzar in his terror call
aloud for interpreters and made extravagy
offers of reward, (f) None of the professio
“wise men” of the kingdom could read

writing. (g) King Belshazzar's desperati
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turned to despair, (h) The queen-mother en-
tered the banquet house, and suggested that
Daniel could read the writing, (i) Belshazzar
asked him to try to read it and repeated his
promise of rewards,

1. The Arraignment of B«
17-23).

(¢) Daniel declined the king's proffered
honors, (b) but undertook to read and inter-
pret the writing (verse 17). (¢) He began by
showing how indebted to the Most High God
had been Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar's ances-
tor (verses 18, 19), (d) and how he had been
spoiled by his honors; (¢) how he had been
deposed and in his insanity treated as the beast
he thought he was, (f) until with returning
snity came reverence and recognition of God's
gifts (verses 20, 21). (g) Daniel tells Bel

Aazzar (verses
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shazzar that his knowledge of all thi§ should
have made him humble; (h) but instead he
had insulted the Lord of heaven by drinking
wine from consecrated vessels. (i) Daniel
identifies the Most High God (verse 18) with
the Lord of heaven (verse 23), and both with
Jehovah; (j) and calls him “the God in whose
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy
ways."”

I1L. The Seutence (verses 2 -29).

(a) It was God who sent the fingers to write
this message—God's message (verse 24).
(b) The writing (verse 25). (¢) The inter-
pretation (verses 20-28). (d) Parenthetically
Belshazzar ket his promise and loaded Daniel
with honors,

IV. The Execution (verse 30).

God's sentence was that night carried out.

The Lesson Word Studies

Notrk.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

DecLINE
Marduk (Ev
eholac!

0 FALL OF THE EABYLONIAN EMPIRE-—The son and
merodach, 2 Kings 25. 27), who reigned from 361 to 560 B. C. It was during his reign that
0g of Judah, was released from prison (2 Kings 25. 27). After a brief reign he was murdered

d by his own brother-in-law, Nergalshar-uzur ( Neriglissar). Neriglissar died in 556, and his

succeeded him to the throne, was immediately deposed by the priesthood, and Nabu-Na'id, or
Nabonidus, was placed on the throne in his stead. Nabonidus was a lover of research and a builder of
temples, though not an energetic ruler. He dwelt little in Babylon, and at the time of the city’s greatest
peril be left the affairs of the capital in charge of his son Bel-shar-uzur, the Belshazzar of our lesson. It

s not appear from Babylonian inscriptions that Belshazzar was actually entitled to the honor of being
alled king.  During the reign of Nabonidus (555-539 B. C.), Cyrus, king of Persia, was gradually extending

the boundaries of his empire, Babylonia, which with Egypt had Jjoined a league against Cyrus, became
fan object of his ambition, and in 538 B. C. Babylon fell into the hands of the Persian king. Eleven years
lier Media had been conquered and incorporated into the empire, the Medes thereupon assisting the
Persians in subsequent wars and conquests. The actual siege and capture of Babylon was accomplished by
obryas, a trusted general in the army of Cyrus, and it is this Gobryas, of whom Josephus tells us he * had
nother name among the Greeks, " and who may have been a Median by birth, that many consider to be the
me person as Darius, the Median mentioned in the book of Daniel. The policy of Cyrus was to conciliate
onquered nations by granting to them the largest possible amount of freedom, and under his mild rule
the Hebrew exiles were permitted to return to Jerusalem.

of Nebuchad

was Amil-

Verse 17. Then Daniel answered—It
vill be wecessary to read verses 1-16 of this
chapter to get the setting of our lesson story.
At a great feast which Belghalznr had made in

in purple and proclaimed third ruler in the
kingdom in case he should be able to interpret
the writing. To these words of Belshazzar
Daniel replied. He rejects the proffered honors,
but agrees to read the writing for Belshazzar
nevertheless,

18. Before interpreting the handwriting on
the wall Daniel points out to Belshazzar in
strong terms the wickedness and folly of his
own pride and haughty spirit,

Nebuchadnezzar thy father—It is not
apparent from other records that Belshazzar
was actually related to Nebuchadnezzar, and
hence the term “thy father” must be under-
stood in the more general sense of predecessor,
which was not an uncommon usage of the term.

19. Trembled and feared before him—
?mnd in awe of him, dreading what he might
do next,

the company in their drunken revelry, “In the
fme hour came forth the fingers of a man's
tand, and wrote over against the candlestick
on the plaster of the wall of the king's
" In fear and trembling at the sight of

and writing, Belshazzar had sum-

ise men of his realm to interpret
the writing, This they were unable to do, and
it the suggestion of the queen the Hehrew
@ptive Daniel, who was noted for his under-
Manding and wisdom, was sent for. To him
Belshazzar promised that he should be clothed
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Whom he would he slew—By so doing,
acting as though he possessed the attributes
and the authority of Deity. Similar expres-
sions are used elsewhere of the action of Je-
hovah (comp. 1 Sam. 2. 6, 7; Psa. 75. 7).

Raised up—Exulted. The same word as in
Psa. 89. 19: “I have exalted one chosen out of
the people.”

20. Heart . . . lifted up—DProud, forget-
ful of God: “(If) thy heart be lifted up, and
thou forget Jehovah thy God” (Deut. 8. 14).

Hardened—Literally, was strong, that is,
stubborn, unyielding. In this sense Pharaoh is

said to have “hardened his heart” (Exod. 9. 12).

. Made like the beasts—Madness ac-
companied by symptoms such as Nebuchadnez-
zar is said to have manifested was not un-
known among the ancients. Persons thus
afflicted imagined themselves changed into some
animal and acted to a greater or less extent in
conformity with that persuasion, while at the
same time not entirely or continually bereft of
reason. Hence, the record of Nebuchadnezzar's
malady, though not mentioned in any other
known source, is not_improbable.

22. Belshazzar had not profited by the warn-
ing recorded by Nebuchadnezzar's fate, but had
sinned still more deeply and especially by his
wanton sacrilege in using the sacred vessels
from Jehovah's temple as he had done.

23. Thy ways—Thy destinies.

24. Then was the part of the hand—
“Then” is here equivalent to hence, thercfore.

The Lesson

Tue DISCIPLINE OF KINGS

In the history of the Israelites, both of the
southern and the northern kingdoms, from the
time of the division to the time of the final
captivity, we were shown how God disciplined
the rulers of his own chosen people. The books
of Kings and Chronicles, and several of the
books of prophecy which belong to the times
which they describe, have their chief value in
their exhibition of the truth that God holds
rulers sternly responsible for their administra-
tion. God deals with a king not only in his
personal but his official capacity. Nations will
not have existence in the world to come, and
kings will have no dynasties beyond the grave.
They must be reckoned with in time. And the
kings and rulers of to-day are held to just as
strict accountability as were those of antiquity.

“Lest WE Forcer”

When, after the captivity, the history of the
Israelites is merged for the time with that of
the Babylonians, it is still made clear that the
sovereignty of Jehovah extended over heathen
as well as Jewish kings. He was not the God
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25. Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin— T}
names of three weights, Mene being the Aramaie
form of the Hebrew “Maneh,” and Tekel lwing
the Aramaic form of the Hebrew “Shekel"
U-pharsin is the plural of Peres (more correctly
Pares—comp. verse 28), vith the conjunction
“and” (U) prefixed. Pares properly means
division, but was used as an equivalent for g
divided or half-Manch. Hence the four words
used together, “A Maneh, a Maneh, a Shekel, 3
half-Maneh,” are an epigrammatic riddle iy
the form of a play on words, representing the
names of three weights, and hence having g
hidden significance. Daniel's skill in “declaring
riddles” (comp. verse 12) enabled him to inter.
pret the enigma. Since Mene also means “num
bered,” and T'ckel (Shekel) suggests Tekil, the
word for “weighed,” and Pharsin (half-Maneh)
means also “divided” and in addition suggesis
Paras (Persians), the meaning of the whoie
suggests seif to the inspired interpreter gas
given (verses 20-28),

28. Medes and Persians—Cyrus, king of
Persia, had incorporated Media into his empin
in the year 550 B, C.

Darius the Mede—1rofane history throws
no light on the identity of this person. He
may be Gobryas (comp. Introductory Note),
who in the inscriptions of Cyrus is called
Ugbaru, and who was appointed governor o
Babylon after his conquest of the city. This
seems to be the most plausible of the possible
explanations,

Exposition

of one nation, but of all nations; he was not the
King of one line of kings, but of all kings. %,
as he had spoken by Isaiah and Jeremiah to the
Jewish kings, now through Daniel he spoke to
the kings of Babylon.

Two examples of God's assertion of lis
thority over the proudest of kings are given in
these early chapters of Daniel. First there was
the humbling of Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 4),
until he was made to know “that the heavens
do rule.” And second, the destruction of Bek
shazzar, as described in the lesson, who hal
“lifted up himself against the Lord of heaven”
(verse 23). Kipling's Recessiona), than whid
nothing more appropriate could be read or sung
in connection with this lesson, was given r
sponse from the heart of the world because it
expressed the great danger to which great
rulers and great nations are exposed, that thef
should glory in their own power and wealth
“Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, lest v
forget.”

“Tue SECRET OF THE Lorp”

The thing which gave to Daniel position
influence and authority in the court of Babyl
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was the fact that “the secret of the Lord" was
revealed to him., This distinguished him from
all the “wise men” of Nebuchadnezzar, who
were unable to tell the king his dream (2. 19).
And to Daniel the sane king turned for the in-
terpretation of his vision after all the magicians
had failed (4. 4-9), Three other kings reigned
between Nebuchad r and Belsk r, and
with the changing administration Daniel fell
into obscurity, and the reckless king of the
lesson did not know him, But the queen mother,
or grandmother, had .not forgotten him ; and,
when she saw the consternation produced by

the appearance of the hand with its mysterious .

writing on the wall, she spoke to the king con-
cerning him as one in whom was “understand-
ing and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods.”
Daniel became again the highest court of ap-
peal because God spoke through him., Iy the
great crises, when questions of destiny arose,
kings were impotent and wise men were dumb,
The call was for some man who could interpret
the messages of God to men.  Daniel alone
could do this, and that gave him preéminence,

THE PRESENT TENSE oF Proruecy

We are liable to think of brophecy in the past
tense, in the tense, indeed, of remote antiquity,
But prophecy is a matter of to-day, not simply of
antiquity. King Edward and Emperor Wiiliam,
the Mikado and the Czar, and all the rulers
whose names are familiar to us, are just as
important in God's sight and as much suh'jevt
to his laws as the kings of which we read in
these ancient annals, And the thing of supreme
importance to rulers and peoples now as of
old is the will and the purpose of God. e
read of treaties between nations, and we
wonder under certain conditions what certain
rulers intend to do, But the great question
which occasionally arises, which makes all other
Questions insignificant, is, “What does God in-
tend to do? In which direction do the divine
burposes run?" The wisest man is he who can
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answer that question. The affairs of the world
are not at the disposal of diplomats, and are
not settled by armies and navies; and hours
still come when the greatest and wisest are
conscious that there is nothing to do but wait
for an interpreter of what God has written,

A FEAST OF MADNESS

Belshazzar's feast stands forever as an ex-
ample of madness and folly. Babylon was
even then invested by a great army and closely
besieged. Cyrus was thundering at its gates,
But the king and his lords were so confident of
the impregnable strength of the great walls of
the city that they treated the attack with con-
tempt, and gave themselves up to a night of
debauchery. He feasted as if he were cele-
brating a victory, It was the custom of the
kings of Babylon to hold their feasts apart
from theiy nobles, and women were usually ex-
cluded from them, But Belshazzar, in the
excess of his spirit of riot, summoned his
whole court and all the women of his harem.
And, casting away all sense of the sacred, he
sent for the vessels taken by his grandfather,
Nebuchaduezzar, from the temple at Jl‘l'\lsnlpm.
and used them for the drinking cups of his
orgy: and drunken with wine from those holy
vessels he and his rioters “praised the gods of
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood,
and of stone.” Surely, if some Israelite were
permitted to look on, it must have seemed a
melancholy sight, in which the glory of Je-
hovah and his people was brought to deepest
and most hopeless shame, But_even then the
hour of doom was about to strike. While the
impious feast was at its height, and while the
gods of gold and silver and brass and iron and
wood and stone were being given highest praise,
a hand appeared swiftly writing on the wall
the decree of Jehovah for the destruction of the
king and the passing of his kingdom to another.
One breath from God and all the pomp and pride
and vauntings of men fade as a dream.

all times and all

Amen,

found upon thy side,

THE LESSON PRAYER

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

peoples. Jerusalem, Nineveh, Babylon, London,
gton—a thousand years in thy sight are as one
as a thousand years; and still thou raisest up and

, and may we in all iss

and thy reign is over

ting the meek. We re-
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The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I

God could not be good and favor evil.

A man is never losing while he is gaining
with God. .

No man can gain by losing God.

Daniel saved everything by being willing to
lose everything for God.

Belshazzar lost everything by trying to save
himself selfishly.

Doom and death are written on the tablet of
every heart that breaks with duty.

No man can be wrong with God and right
with man.

Sin hoodwinks the soul,

II

A man may famish with the ocean at his feet,

The truest leadership does not always have
the largest following.

Only what is heavenly will get to heaven.

Bad hearts feel little better in good places.

Good hearts feel little worse in bad places.

No man can sow the seeds of death and reap
a harvest of life,

Virtue grows from within outward, not from
without inward.

Chastity is to the soul what sunshine is to
the soil, .

Frauds breed feuds.

1t is easier to start wrong than it is to stop.

I

A man may feast himself to death.

Peace does not always pair with plenty.

One may sow grief in a garden of glory.

Only greatness of spirit is true greatness.

God's arrows of truth can pierce any man-
made shield.

The shadows of sin hide truth from the
heart.

The sirens of the senses may sing the soul
to insensibility.

Sometimes the bitterest drafts are drained
from the brightest chalices.

v

No soul is ever wholly true till it believes
the whole truth.

It is the lesson of all history that where the
animal nature has ruled man the animal nature
has ruined man,

The natural must be dominated by the super-
patural: my natural must have God's super-
natural,

If thou wouldst be sure of others consider

thyself.
Other people’s windows will
when our own are clean.
Temptation is a challenge to conquest,

v

He is sure to be wrong who is never sure
that he is right.

The faultless find the least fault.

Nequence in character is of the greatest con-
sequence,

Some day the riotous sower will be the ruined
reaper.

he least things always seem better to the

best man than the greatest things do to the
worst man.

The Midas touch gets into human experi-

look brighter

ence,

The tide will come in with larger volume
than it went out. i

Crime accumulates till it kills,

The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES

It was a Salvation Army girl singing. The
tones were tender, and the words went to my
heart. I often pray as I pass them kneeling in
the dust of the street that the Holy Spirit may
use what they say to arrest the thought of
some one going by. These were the words she
sung:

“Weighed in the balance, and wanting;
Weighed, but no Jesus is there:
Weighed in the balance, and wanting,
Weighed, and found lighter than air!”

1 thought what if T were weighed to-day?
Would my real self balance true? A precious
price has been paid for me, am 1 giving to God
the full value of what he has given for me?
Then indeed was I glad to remember, “Christ
Jesus is made unto us wisdom, righteotisness,

sanctification, and redemption,” and I need not
fear to be weighed even in God's just balance if
Jesus is on my side of the scale, I went on
my way singing in my heart:

“To me with his dear name are given
Pardon, and holiness, and heaven.”

It is strange, isn't it, that we very seldom
learn life’s lessons through another's experi-
ence. What a wise generation would be com-
ing up to-day if all the boys and girls would
profit by what has happened to those who have
gone the same way before them. “Don't step
on those stones,” said a man to a boy, “I tried
it yesterday and slipped off.” Presently he
heard a splash, and there was the little fellow
in water over his head. “Didn’t T tell you not
to go there?” he asked after he had pulled him
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out and the boy got a little over his fright,
“Yes, but I thought I could do it all right,” he
said, looking rather foolish,

Belshazzar’s father had learned by a terrible
experience the folly of a heart lifted in pride
against God. While he was on the top of pros-
perity, saying, “Is not this great Babylon that
1 have built?” he lost his mind, became an im-
becile, and for years was an object of pity and
scorn in the eyes of the people he had ruled
with the hand of a despot. All this he suffered
to learn that God, not man with his proud
self-will, rules in the kingdom of men, How
hard we make it for ourselves when we set up
self in the place of God. Wisdom's ways are
ways of pleasantness, but the road by which
we find wisdom is often necessarily rough,
Belshazzar, though he knew all this about his
father, learned only by the same way of hard
experience that God holds every human life in
the grasp of almighty power, Wil you not
learn this truth with a meek and quiet spirit?
His grasp of power is a hand of love, It is a
wise and happy thing to submit one's life to his
control, It is terrible to learn submission by
defeat. But it seems the only way for many

of us.

Daniel did not set before Belshazzar a list of
crimes as the reason for the mysterious writing
on the wall against him, Only one charge he
made, and that included all. “Thou hast not
humbled thine heart, . . but hast lifted up
thyself against the Lord of heaven; . .+ and
the God in whose hand thy breath is, and
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whose are all thy
glorified,”

Is this charge against Belshazzar only?
What of me? What of you? The balances are
God's justice. On one side is his holiness,
righteousness, mercy, and love; on the other
side, you. Not what you have done or not done
in specific acts, but your character, yeurself,
How does it weigh? What can you put i the
scale against his holiness ? Ah, thet' sinful
heart—it cannot tip the scale cme hair's
weight! What against his righteousness, the
integrity and truth by which he gives to every
soul exactly what it deserves, dealing Justly
with all without respect of persons. Can you
balance his righteousness with your own?
What can you put against the mercy that has
forgiven, shielded, held back just punishment
for sin, and given you grace and hope of salva-
tion? And his love—love that suffered for you,
died for you, bears with you, cares for you,
never fails you; love beyond the strongest,

ways, hast thou not

sweetest human love you ever knew—unaelﬁsh,
redeeming love! How can you even the balance
(»:eijghted with all the mercies and the love of
sod?

The best of us are found wanting. Christ in
us is our only hope. “Ye are com 7ete in him,”
The balances swing even with hrist in the
scale on our side, “blotting out the handwriting
against us, which was contrary to us, taking it
out of the way and nailing it to his cross.”
But without him we shall be forever found
wanting.

The Lesson in Literature and Art

L

ln;-d God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget !

The tumult and the shouging dies—
The captains and the kings depart ;
8till stands thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart.
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—Ilest we forget !

Far-culled our navies melt away—
On dune and headlands sinks the fire—
Lo, all our pomp of yesterdelz'
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre!
Judge of the Nations, spare us yet,
Lest we forget—Ilest we forget !

It drunk with sight of power, we loose
Wild tongues that have not thee in awe—
Such boasting as the Gentiles use
Or lesser breeds without the Law—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
st we forget—Ilest we forget !

For heathen heart that puts her trust
In reeking tube and iron shard—
All valiant dust that builds on dust,

And guarding calls not thee to guard—
For frantic boast and foolish word,
Thy mercy on thy people, Lord !

—Rudyard Kipling,
2. Verses 18-20.
. % i but man, proud man !
Drest in a little brief authority—
Most ignorant of what he’s most assured,
His glassy essence—like an angry ape,
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven,
As makes the angels weep ; who, with our
spleens,
Would all ihemselves laugh mortal,
~Shakespeare,

3. Verses 20, 21, “A tortoise, dissatisfied
with his lowly life, when he beheld so many of
the birds, his neighbors, disporting themselves in
the clouds, and thinking that, if he could but
once get up into the air, he could soar with the
best of them, called one day upon an eagle, and
offered him all the treasures of ocean if he could
only teach him to fly. The eagle would have de-
clined the task, assuring him that the thing
was not only absurd but impossible ; but, being
further pressed by the entreaties and promises
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of the tortoise, he at length consented to do for
him the best he could, So taking him up to a
great height id the air and loosing his hold upon
him, ‘Now then!' cried the eagle; but the tor-
toise, before he could answer him a word, fell
plump upon a rock, and was dashed to pieces,”
—Aisop.

4. Verse 20. When flowers are full of
heaven-descended dews they always hang their
heads ; but men hold theirs the higher the more
they receive, getting proud as they get full—
Beecher.

5. Verses 22-30.

In the monarch's cheeks a wild fire glowed,

And the wine awoke his daring mood,

And onward still by madness spurred,

He blasphemes the rd with a sinful \\_'nrd;

And he brazenly boasts, blaspheming wild,

While the servile courtiers cheered and smiled.

Quick the king spoke, while his proud glance
burned,

%uivkly the servant went and returned.

He bore on his head the vessels of gold

Of Jehovah's tomdple the plunder bold.

With daring hand, in his t‘rem‘siy grim

The king seized a beaker and filled to the brim,

And drained to the dregs the sacred cup,

And foaming he cried, as he drank it up,

“Jehovah, eternal scorn 1 own

To thee. I am monarch of Babylon,”

Lesson Side-Lights

1. Feasting on the Verge of Ruin. British
and other correspondents who were with the
Russian forces at Port Arthur, Harbin, and
many points in the early part of the recent
struggle between Russia and Japan wrote
graphic accounts of the demoralization wrought
among the czar's officers and men through
liqguor and other forms of dissipation. They
declared that the vast amounts of expensive
wines consumed, the feasts, the revelries, the
destiuction of discipline, and other tokens of
social and moral laxity, occasioned the gravest
grounds for anticipating that when the actual
engagements came between the rival armies
and navies the Russian troops would be over-
whelmed, simply on the ground of the physical
and moral breakdown that had been wrought
by excesses, among commanders and soldiers
alike. The outcome has more than justified the
fears then expressed. On the other hand, the
temperate habits, the self-restraint, the modera-
tion in every respect except in the actual work
of the soldier or sailor, shown by the Japanese
have awakened the admiration of the world.

2. At Versailles in 1789, A similar situation
is furnished by those who describe the horrors

of the French Revolution. At its outbreak in
1789 the nobility and the court at Versailles
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But that same night, in all his pride,
By the hand of his servants Belshazzar died.
—From Heine, translated by C. G. Leland,

6. Verse 27. Upon laying a weight into
one of the scales, inscribed Eternity, though I
threw in that of time, prosperity, affliction,
wealth, and poverty, which seemed very pon-
derous, they were not able to stir the opposite
balance.—Addison.

7. Chosroes, king of Persia, in conversation
with two philosophers and his vizier, asked,
“What situation of man is most to be de-
plored?’ One of the philosophers maintained

that it was old age, accompanied with extreme
rowrty; the other, that it was to have the
body oppressed by infirmities, the mind worn
out, and the heart broken by a heavy series of
misfortunes. *“I know a condition more to be
pitied,” said the vizier, “and it is that of him
who has passed through life without doing
good, and who, unexpectedly surprised by
deatft. is sent to appear before the tribunal of
the sovereign Judge."—Whitecross,

8. Verse 30.

That night they slew him on his father's throne
He died unnoticed, and the hand unknown :
Crownless and scepterless Belshazzar lay,
A robe of purple round a form of clay,

—8ir Edwin Arnold,

and Illustrations

were absorbed in gayeties, festivities, excesses,
of an extraordinary character, Justin H. Me-
Carthy says in his account of the era: “The
court wore its gayest aspect, Wine, music, and
dancing cheered the courtiers and stimulated
the troops.” And this was at the very time
when the Bastile had just been destroyed, anl
when Paris was in the throes of the beginnings
of the Reign of Terror. Even so Belshazzar
was deaf and dumb and blind to all the omens
of the hour, and occupied with revelry the time
which should have been given to planning de-
fenses for the city, guarding the safety of his
forts, and watching his gates,

8. The Handwriting on the Wall. Dean
Milman, in his tragedy of Belshazzar has many
stirring lines descriptive of the scenes asso-
ciated with the lesson. For instance, he thus
pictures Belshazzar in the climax of his
feasting :

“Bring wine!
I see your souls as jocund as mine own:
Pour in yon vessels of the Hebrews’ God
Belshazzar's beverage—pour it high.

earth!
Hear heaven, my proud defiance!—O, what

man,
What God—"

Hear,
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At this point Belshazzar's eye is arrested by
the appearance of the hand, and he sits,
stunned, speechless, while the guests stare, and
his courtiers cry out in amazement, One of
them says:

“The king! the king! look to the king! .
See, his shuddering Joints are loosened,
And his knees smite each other:

Ls seen in tombs :—what menns

By this time Belshazzar has
speech, and he stammers forth ;

recovered his

‘0, dark and bodiless hand,
What art thou—thus upon my palace wall
Gliding in shadowy, slow, gigantie blackness ?
Lo! fiery letters, where it moves, break out !

"Tis there—'tis gone—"tis
naught

Butlthose strange characters of flame, that
hurn

Upon the unkindled wall :—I
them—

there again; no,

cannot read
Can ye?

I see your quivering lips that speak not—
Nahuriu.——Ario«-h—l.‘uptuina——l‘)l«lvrs—ull
As pale and horror-stricken as myself !
Are there no wiser? Call ye forth the dream-

ers,
And those that read the stars, and every priest,

And he that shall imvrpr."-l best shall wear
The scarlet robe and chain of gold, and sit
Third ruler of my realm!"

4. Modern Instances, Types of men like
Belshazzar and Nebuchadnezzar are not lacking
in our own time, The arrogeace, the impious
and blasphemous spirit, the desperate audacity
of the Tweed Ring, which, in a few years after
it was by the corrupt complicity of the New
York Legislature enthroned in New York city,
robbed the people of countless millions of dol-
lars—these qualities of the villains of that era,
1870, and following, are fair parallels of those
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which we have been studying. “What are you
going to do about it? was the sneering and
insolent question of “Boss” Tweed when con-
fronted by accusations and proofs of his match-
less villainy, Recent similar exposures of cor-
ruption in other cities, which will come to the
mind of anyone who reads the public prints, are
also cases in point, Some political bosses of
our time have ruled as haughtily, as tyranni-
cally, and as hluuplu-moml,\' as did Belshazzar
in his day,

5. Weighed Every Day, “We
through testing processes every day. The stu-
dent in his recitation, behavior, spirit, and
conduct, as well as in his examinations, is being
tested from time to time; the net result is
shown at the end of the term, or year, or
course, by his final report ; perhaps, in view of
his neglect, his lack of application, his igno-
rance, his misconduct, he will be “found want-
ing.” The principle holds good in all other re-
lations.  Estimates are being formed, ratified,
and confirmed concerning our character and
worth and work by all about us; every duy is
to some extent a weighing day—a day of judg-
ment.  We are getting “our grades” from time
to time, and in the judgment of those who are
associated with us, or by whom we are em-
ployed, as well as in the providential order of
the world, we are having our due place assigned
to us,

6. Found Wanting at Last! “But, 0, to be
wanting when God weighs motive, character,
life, soul; to be wanting in the fruits and joys
of a holy life, when God bestowed ten thou-
sand gifts and instructions to help us gain that
great reward; to he wanting in a hope sure
and nlpndfan when God takes away the soul:
to be wanting when the book of life is opened
and the eye of the final Judge turns o see
whose name is written therein—who would not
see to it earnestly that no such fatal deficiency
shall be found against him when the last ac-

count of his life is balanced before God ?"—Rev,
Daniel March, D.D.

are going

The School of Practice

1. The interpretation of the writing on the wall was a test of Daniel’s courage, as it wasa very un-

pleasant message to the king.

But Daniel spoke the truth as (iod revealed §

to him, I will also, by word

and by act, bear witness to any truth or principle, however unpleasant or unpopular it may be to those be-

fore whom T witness,

2. God not only Jjudges kings and nations, but individuals also.

This week T will try to remember that

God is weighing my iife in his bala; ces, and will try so to live according to the knowledge of duty given to

methat I may not be found unfaithfu],

The Lesson Digest and Teachers' Guide

The Junior Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
tlusive.  Each pupil, if possible, should be
wupplied with a copy of the L.termediate
Quarterly, |

Preparing the Lesson.

This is the age of childhood when narratives
of striking events make deepest impression, and
when maps, charts, and pictures of contem-
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porary objects, buildings, #nd people are re-

garded with greatest inter” :t,

Pictures and Illustrative Objects to be used
in the class. 1. Babylon and its Three Towers,
Senior Quarterly, page 191; the Ruins of
Babylon, page 194. 2. Belshazzar’s name as
it appears in ancient inscriptions, page 194.
3. The Great Festival of King Belshazzar, and
the Handwriting on the Wall, page 197.
4. A pair of tiny scales or balances will illus-
trate | WKEL., 5. The sacramental service of
the church is similar to the holy vessels that
Belshazzar profaned, 6. An idol “of silver,
gold, brass, iron, wood, or stone.” 7. The neck-
laces now so fashionable will help the pupil to
understand the chain of gold. 8. Show that
PHARSIN and PERES are similar in mean-
ing; the “U” at the beginning means AND.
9. Show the position of Babylon on the map.
Connecting Links.

Review: Give a very brief review of the last
lesson, and emphasize what Daniel stood for in
the corrupt Babylonian court.

Intervening Events: 1. King Nebuchadrez-
zar Lad a dream that troubled him greatly and
he was still more troubled when he forgot it.
When none of the wise men of his court could
reconstruct the dream for him he became fu-
rious and was about to destroy them all. But
in answer to the prayer of Daniel and his three
friends Jehovah repeated Nebuchadrezzar's
dream to Daniel and made him understand it
also. This greatly pleased the king, who ad-
vanced Daniel. 2. The story of the golden
image and the three Hebrew children, Nebu-
chadrezzar's pride, his strange punishment, and
his restoration to the throne,

Narrative Qutline, (For the teacher. Lan-
guage and detail to be adapted to the pupils).
1. The wicked feast. The introductory story

of verses 1-16 will interest all. Put emphasis

on the wickedness of using consecrated cups,
the wicked folly of drinking wine, the wicked-

Eg-ss of idolatry, and the guilty terror of the
ing.

2. Daniel declines the king's gift, but with-
m'n. reward reads the writing and makes it
plain,

8. Daniel shows Belshazzar how wicked he
has been (verses 18-23). (a) If he was great
it was because King Nebucliadrezzar had left
some of his greatness to him. (b) But it was
God who had given Nebuchadrezzar all he had,
(¢) And when Nebuchadrezzar became proud
God took it away again. (d) God made him
no better than a beast. (¢) But afterward
Nebuchadrezzar repented and God restored him
to his kingdom. (f) Belshazzar knew all this,

and yet he had profaned the holy vessels,
wasted his life in wine-drinking, and worshiped
false gods, and turned away from the true God.

4, The writing that was written. It really
means, “Number, Number, Weigh, and Divide.”

[Oct. 1

Pharsin and Peres both mean “divide.” Nee
note above.

5. Daniel's reward; Belshazzar's ruin.
Nuggested  Generalization and  Application,
(Adapted form of statement to pupils.)

1. What could God write about us? (Comyp,
Col. 2. 14.) Are we ungrateful, willful, selfish,
sinful in our nature?

2. Belshazzar sinned by his revelry and
drunkenness; by his idolatry; by his sacrile
gious misuse of God's sacred vessels; but his
sins are all brought into one by verse 23-—he
had *“come short of the glory of God” (Ilom.
3. 23).

3. How we can be brought into harmony with
God,

Memory Verse.

Golden Text: “The face of the Lord is against
them that do evil” (Psa. 34, 16).

Ncholars’ Home Work.

Advance Work: Urge the Little Reading
for Each Day during the coming week.

Review and Constructive Work: Ask each
pupil to bring next Sunday to-day’s Gollen
Text carefully written out, from memory if
possible,

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years, in-
clusive, Each pupil, if possible, should be sup-
plied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson,

Illustrative Material: See paragraph above,
on Pictures and Illustrative Objects, ThE
JUNIOR GRADE; especially the “objects” there
suggested : balances, the sacramental service,
an idol (if one is within reach), a necklace,
Constructing the Lesson,

This is the age of lively imagination, of
r()m[y suggestibility, of hero-worship. The pu-
pil is entering the realm of philosophy, begin-
ning to Le an independent thinker, prepariog
for himself, however unconsciously, a regimen
of life, . Already he is falling into his place in
the social organization, either as leader or as
follower: and properly to teach this lesson the
yupil needs even closer study than the Bible.
Ihe education of the boy and girl should at
this stage especially be regarded as an outlet
for action. It would be difficult to select a pas-
sage of Scripture more suitable for the Inter
mediate Department than the one we study to-
day. Observe in each of your pupils develop:
ment along four lines: the power of verbal
memory, readiness to classify facts and
thoughts, quickness of inference, and suggest
:-_lli(y. Construct your lesson along those four
ines.

1. Ask for the memorization of the Golden
Text and the selected verses, besides the pas
sage from Romans mentioned later.
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2. Make the lesson story a picture fuoll of
motion and color,

3. Make your divisions clear : 1. Nebuchad-
rezzar's Failure and Punishment, verses 17-21;
2. The Doomed King and Kingdom, verscs
22-30; and connect as closely as you can each
incident with some fact familiar to the scholar.,
Draw from the pupils, with as little formal
questioning and as much conversational per-
suasiveness as possible, the moral and spiritual
inferences of this lesson,

5. Remember their nuﬁgestihility You have
made them’ love you? ' Then they will be sus-

ceptible to almost any suggestion you make,
Teaching the Lesson.

The Golden Text for this lesson has been
well selected. Emphasize the first five words.
That Face is watching us. It is agamst them
that do evil, but if we are striving to please the
Lord his 3oy is our strength. It is that face
that smiles upon us when the sweet words are
spoken, “Come unto me,"”

Belshazzar is not the only one who merits
such severe words as Daniel spoke. We have
not sinned as he sinned, for we have not heen
tempted as he was tempted. But we have
sinned.  Turn to Rom, 3. 23, and ask your
pupils to write it upon their pads. But there is
& means of pardon and of cure. so that we shall
tot only be punished, but we shall be free
from the sin that merits the punishment.
How? The answer is. in om ‘{ 24, Ask
them to write that also, Then ask each to
print on his pad,

THE FACE OF THE LORD.
On the left side write,
COME SHORT OF GOD'S GLORY.
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On the right side write,
JUSTIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE.

And neglect not to emphasize The REDEMP-
TION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS.
Scholars’ Home Work,

Advance Work: Is jt right to execute a
wicked law?

Give causes for the enmity of the men who
made charges against Daniel,

Review Work: What was the real sinful-
ness in the use of the “vessels” mentioned in
verse 237

Write down at least one text which shows
the grace of humility or the sinfulness of pride.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen,
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied with
a copy of the Senior Quarterly.]

The Crime (verses 17-23).  Spend some
time, introductory, on the first sixteen verses
of the chapter, Belshazzar had been granted
by Jehovah as notable privileges as ever were
granted to a son of man, and had inherited
what God enabled Nebuchadrezzar to acquire,
To have been biind and deaf to the lessons con-
tained in  Nebuchadrezzar's humiliation; to
have defied the Lord of heaven, and degraded
the vessels of his temple, and turned into revelry
the objects of his worship, and to have praised
the gods of silver, gold, iron, wood, and stone,
turning away from his Creator and Preserver—
this was the crime of Belshazzar,

Fhe Sentence (verses 24-29), 1. God figures
up the sum of Belshazzar's life; the account is
closed, and his kingdom is at an end. 2, God

ghed his acts, his methods, his opportu-
i : and the record is all bad. 3. God has
divided his kingdom, and it shall pass over to
others. Some things that you buy in a grocery
are counted by number, like €ges ; some things
are weighed, like pounds of sugar, If you find
that the grocer is always giy ng you one egg
short of the dozen, that will finish your business
with him. If you find that his goods weigh
too little you will not trade with him any more,
God had tried Belshazzar, and had given him a
chance to hecome g 2ood governor, had num-
bered him and weighed him, and he was found
wanting. - So God weighs us one by one,

The Execution (verse 30). God's words were

fulfilled, as always they are fulfilled,

The Responsive Review

1. What did Daniel say to King Belshazzar? Keep thy gifrs, but
2. What did Daniel say God had given Nebuchadnezzar? Kingdom,
effect had these blessings on Nebuchadnezzar® He grew hard-hearted
bim?  His throne and ki ngdoni were taken away from him,

elting the goodness and Justice of God and of idolatry.
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” 7,

I will vead the writing and interpret it,
y majesty, glory, and homor, 3, What
and proud. 4. What then happened to

5. Of what did Daniel accuse Belshazzar?

Of for-
6. What is the meaning of “Tekel 9

““ Thow art

Repeat the GoLpEN Texr: The face of the Lord, " ete,
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The Church Catechism

. How doth the Word read and heard become effectual unto salvation? That the Word may become
goo’!.‘unl ?I:wonlvlaon o;o must attend thereto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with
th and love; lay it up in our hearts; and practise it in our lives.

LESSON II. Daniel in the Lions’ Den

[Oct. &

GOLDEN TEXT. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and
delivereth them. Psa. 34. 7.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Study the chapter]
Dan. 6. 10-23

10 Now when Dan’iel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house; and his
windows being open in his chamber toward Je-
ru'sa-lem, he kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled, and found
Dan’iel I;rl:iving and making supplication be-
fore his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before
the king concerning the king's decree; Hast
thou not signed a decree, that every man that
shall ask a petition of any God or man within
thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast
into the den of lions? The king answered and
said, The thing is true, according to the law of
the Medes and Per’sians, which altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the
king, That Dan’iel, which is of the childven of
the captivity of Ju'dah, regardeth not thee, O
king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but
maketh his petition three times a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was sore disPlensed with himself, and
set his heart on Dan'’iel to deliver him: and he
labored till the going down of the sun to
deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king,
and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the
law of the Medes and Per’sians is, That no de-
cree nor siatute which the king establisheth
may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they
brought Dan’iel, and cast him into the den of
lions. Now the king spake and said unto Dan’-
iel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he
will deliver thee.

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon
the mouth of the den: and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of his
lords; that the purpose might not be changed
concerning Dan'iel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting: neither were instru-
ments of music brought before him: and his
sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste unto the den of
lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried
with a lamentable voice unto Dan’iel: and the
king spake and said to Dan’iel, O Dan’iel, serv-
ant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou

[ Commiit to memory verses 21-23)

Revisep Version.*

10 And when Daniel knew that the writing
was signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem) ; and he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God, as he did aforetime. 11 Then
these men assembled together, and found Daniel
making petition and supplication before his
God, 12 Then they came near, and spake be-
fore the king concerning the king's interdict:
Hast thou not signed an interdict, that every
man that shall make petition unto any god or
man within thirty days, save unto thee, O king,
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king
answered and said, The thing is true, according
(o the law of the Medes and Persians, which
altereth not. 13 Then answered they and said
before the king, That Daniel, who is of the chil-
dren of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not
thee, O king, nor the interdict that thou hast
signed, but maketh his petition three times a
day. 14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was sore displeased, and set his heart on
Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the
going down of the sun to rescue him. 15 "Then
these men assembled together unto the king,
and said unto the king, Know, O king, that it
is a law of the Medes and Persians, that no in-
terdict nor statute which the king establisheth
may be changed,

16 Then the king commanded, and they
hrought Daniel, and cast him into the den of
lions, Now the king spake and said unto Dan-
iel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he
will deliver thee. 17 And a stone was brought,
and laid |Hwon the mouth of the den; and the
king sealed it with his own signet, and with
the signet of his lords: that nothing might be
changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king
went to his palace, and passed the night fast-
ing: neither were instruments of music brought
before him: and his sleep fled from him.

Then the king arose very early in the
morning, and went in haste unto the Jen of
lions. And when he came near unto the den
to Daniel, he cried with a lamentable voice:
the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel,
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sona,
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able to deliver thee from

753
servest continually, thou seryest continually,
the lions? i 1 3 from the lions? 21 Then said Danjel unto the

16 21 Then said Dan'ie] unto the king, 0 king, king, O king, live forever, 22 My God hath
o "'_i)h:‘;?e{;od hath sent his angel, and hath e8¢ his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths,
shut the liony’ mouths, that they have ot hurt  and they Jbave not hurt me; forasmuch as be-

me: forasmuch gas before him innocency was  fore him Innocency was found in me; and also

8 found in me; ang also befere thee, O king, have before thee, O king, have | done no hurt,
I done no hurt, ) 23 Then was the king exceeding glad, and com-

‘_;3 Then w(-;x;jtl:le l:i"ﬁ exceledixﬁ ‘tdnkd fi))r hjim'. manded that they should take Danije] up out of

and comman a 1ey should ake an‘ie 3 3

up out of the den,  Sq i)un'iel was taken up the den. §o Daniel was taken up out of the

out of the den, and ny manner of hurt was den, and no manner of hurt wag found upon
" found upon him, because he believed in his God, him, because he had trusted in his God,

able to deliver thee

Home Readings W. Daniel in the Liong Den. Dan, 6, 1823,
[Furnished by the International B

ible Reading Th. Daniel honored, Dan. 6, 24-28,
Association] F. Obedience to God. Acts 4, 13-20,
M. An unwise decree. Dan, ¢, 1-9, 8. Rejoicing in suffering. 1 -Pet, 4. 12-19,
Tw. Daniel in the Lions’ Den, Dan, 6. 10-17, 8. A good report. Heb, 11, 32-40,

is The Lesson Hymns,

“' New Canadian Hymnat, No, 13, New Canadian Hymnai, No, 144,

L2 Oh, for a faith that will not shrink, Tl;{ way, not mine, 0 Lord,

ry Though Y every foe ! owever dark it be |

4 That will not tremble on the brink Lead me by thine own hand,

l Of any earthly woe, hoose out the path for ma,
New Canadian Hymnat, No. 41,

g

Lead, kindly Lighi amid th' encircling gloof
g i Eeufthtl'm me on. Lo

i Questions for Senjor Scholars

I- 1. The Chamber of Prayer (v. 10-13) .—How 2. The Royal Palace (v. 14-19).—Whom
ot had Darius divided his newly formed kingdom ? should we expect to find neap us in our hours
st What position did he give to Daniel? What  of distress?  Whicl, was the more distressed,
a law had been made by Darius? Who persuaded Daniel or Darius?

e him to make this law? How did Daniel diso- 3. The Den of Lions (v,
n bey it? What accusation was brought aguinst the king do in the morning ?

e bhim?  How was Daniel's fate made sure?  to Danjel? Had Darius try

n (Yerse 16.)  What does this show concerning  Why¢ says Peter about God's power to de-
g bad counsels? What did the king say to Dan-  liver? (2 Pet, 2, 9.) Was there any answer
it iel? How was the mouth of the den closed? to the king from the lions’ den? What had

- Mention a peculiarity of the laws of the Medes God done for Daniel ? Why did God Preserye
h and the Persians, him? (Verse 23,)

5 Questions for Intermediate Schofars
of L. The Plot of Jealousy (v, 10-18) . —What the den of liong? How did they shut him in?
?p was the decree which Darius signed? \What How did the king spend that night?
t, was the custom of Daniel when he went to 2. Daniel in God's Keeping (v, 19-23) —

e pay? How many times was it his custom to  When did the king come to the den? What =
]{ may? Did he bay any attention to the decree  shows that he had some faith in the God of

;z of the king? Who saw Daniel in the act of  Danjel? How was Daniel saved from death?

- Prayer?  What did they tell the king about What reason did Daniel give for God’s care

it Daniel?  Fow did the king receive the report? oyer him? What order did the king then give?

% What did e try to do for Daniel? What time Why was no manner of hurt foung upon

f of the day wag it when they put Daniel into Daniel ¥

Questions for Younger Schofars
:,' Who was the king of Babylon? Why did he feel toward Daniel ? What did
. tive Danije] a high place in his kingdom ? Be-  king to make ?
J use he trusted him, How did the other nobles

20-23) . —What did
What did he say
e faith in God?

they get the
A law againgt praying, t
fo the king, for thirty days. ‘What wag this
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for? To get Daniel into trouble. What did
they know? That Daniel would keep on pray-
ing. How did the king feel about this? What
gave him comfort? 1o belicve that Danjel's
God would save him. Why could not the king
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save him? Where was Daniel thrown? [Into
the lions’ den. What did the king do the first
thing in the morning? What did be find?
What did the king tell his people to do after
this?

The Lesson Analysis

1. Introductory (verses 1-9),

(a) The organization of the kingdom: one
hundred and twenty satraps, presided over by
‘three presidents, of whom Daniel was the prin-
cipal one. (b) The jealous presidents and
satraps first sought to find some fault in Daniel
to report to the king. (e¢) They found that he
broke no law of the king, but reverenced the
law of his God above all. (d) They persuaded
the king to forbid all petitions for thirty days
except to himself. (¢) The penalty was death
by the lions. (f) When such a decree was
signed by the king according to the law of the
Medes and Persians it could not be altered.
(9) King Darius without proper consideration
signed the decree (verses 4-8).

11. Daniel's Faithfulness to God (verses 10,
11).

(a) Daniel was promptly informed of the de-
cree. (b) He went into his house and prayed
to Jehovah three times a day, as usual
(¢) He kept his windows open, as usual.

111, The Satraps’ Complaint to the King
(verses 12, 13).

(a) The satraps first watch Daniel to see
that he disobeys the king. (b) They approach
the king and call his attention to the decree,

(¢) The king agrees that it cannot be altered,
(d) The satraps allege Daniel’s disobedience,

1V, The Enforcement of the Decree (verses
14-17).

(a) The king was “sore displeased” with
himself, and tried to evade his own law,
(b) At sundown the satraps insisted on the
carrying out of the decree. (¢) The king or
dered Daniel to be cast into the den of lions,
(d) The king expressed hope to Duniel that
God would deliver him. (e) 'The den was
closed by a stone and sealed by the signet of
the king and of his lords.

V. The Remorse of the King (verses 18, 19).

(a) The king was troubled by remorse and
insomnia. (b) Very early in the morning he
went to the den of lions.

V1. The Delivery of Daniel (verses 20-23).

(@) The king asked Daniel if God had pre
served his life. (b) His “lamentable” voice
showed his anxiety. (e) Daniel observes the
rules of courtesy even in the lions' den
(d) He refers his salvation directly to God
(e) He gives as the reason his long loyalty to
God, (f) The king felt that he could now
legally release Daniel. (g) God had preserved
Daniel from any injury.

The Lesson Word Studies

NOTE.—These Word Studies are basc1 a the text of the Revised Version,

Verse 10. And when Daniel knew
that the writing was signed—Certain
princes, jealous of the rank and honor accorded
to the Hebrew, Daniel, and knowing his fidelity
to Jehovah, had laid a plot for his destruction,
They requested of the king that he sign a de-
cree “that whosoever (should) ask a petition of
any god or man save of (the) king (should)
be cast into the den of lions”; and the king,
evidently forgetting his favorite Daniel, and his
fidelity to Jehovah, was in his extreme vanity
persuaded to sign the decree.

Open . . . toward Jerusalem—As every
devout Mohammedan to-day still worships at
sunrise with his face toward Mecca, so the
devout Jew of the exile period worshiped with
his face toward Jerusalem, the Holy City and
the seat of Jehovah's sanctuary.

11. These men—Those who had persuaded
the king to sign the decree.

12. Interdict—A strict prohibition with an
attached penalty.

The law of the Medes and Persians,
which altereth mot—Literally, passcth not
away. “The writing which is written in the
king's name and sealed with the king's ring.
may no man reverse” (Esth. 8, 8).

16. Now the king spake and said unto
Daniel—Before being cast unto the lions Dan-
iel is summoned before the king, who speaks to
him words of encouragement and in the spirit of
an_apology for bringing this disaster upon him

om thou servest comtinually—A re
markable tribute to Daniel’s fidelity to Jehovah.

He will deliver thee—The expression of &
hope rather than a positive conviction on tht
part of Darius.

7. The dem—This was probably part of a0
artificial structure and was apparently, at
least in part, underground.
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Signet—Seals and signets
among  Babylonians, Assyrians, Persians, and
other ancient peoples,  “The signet of Darius
Hystapis represented the king as engaged in a
lion hlml."-Iu’uu'linunu.

18. of A
meaning of the word so translated is
The root from which it js derived
signifies to thrust, to overthrow, and in Arabie
it means to spread or to spread out. Translators
and  commentators conjecture the meaning
which to them seems suitable to the context,

19. Very early in the morning, ., , ., in
haste—Indicating the intense anxiety of Da-
vius in regard to the possible and even probable
fate of Daniel. This evident anxiety seems to
prove that his words to Daniel in verse 16,
“Thy God . , , will deliver thee,” were a hope
rather than a strong conviction,

20. With a lamentable voloe—Li!nrully,
a pained voice, betraying the anxiety which he
felt.

0 Daniel, servant of the lving God—
It seems evident that the example of Daniel's
fidelity had made o strong impression upon
Darius, with whom the question now was g
question of the actual power of this God whom
Daniel served so faithfully,

were common

The real
not known,
in Hebrew

+

The Lesson

<

PREMIER IN Darrvs's Courr
It will be recalled that Daniel, aftep his in-
terpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, was
promoted by that monarch to be ruler of the
province of Babylon and chief of the wise men
% 48). This was the king who had con-
Quered Jerusalem and carried away the king
and many of the highest classes of the people
into captivity (2 Kings 24, 14). In this com-
rany was Daniel, After the death of Nebu-
thadnezzar jt appears that Daniel, under the
three succeeding rulers, lost his high position,
though even in the reign of the last and the
worst (Belshazzar) he was still employegl in
official, though evidently subordinate, business
D: L 27). As the reward for lmernretil}x
the handwriting ‘on the wall, Daniel was again
exalted, being made “third ruler in the king-
lom” (5, 20).  But that was but brief and
nominal promotion, for the very night of the
tpointment Belshazzar was slain and the king-
om passed to Darjus the Mede. And‘yet the
tircumstances of the appointment doubtless at-
tracted to Danjel the attention of Darius, and

ded him to his favor. at Daniel
sould have announced the fall of the Chal-
dean dynasty and the establishment of the rule
of ﬂ!e Medes and Persians  must have dis-
linguished him in the eyes of the new king. He
Wi such a man as the king needed in the ad-
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21. O king, live forever—The standing
formula with which Daniel addressed the king
(comp. Dan, 3, 9; 5. 105 6. 6). The fact that
Daniel answered at all was proof that he still
lived. No turther word was really necessary,

22. His angel—Literally, hiy messenger,
that is, his ministering servant (comp. Gen,
24, 7, 40; Exod, 33, 25 Num, 20, 16).

Before him innocency wa found im
me; and also before thee—This innocence
had now heen amply vindicated, anq Darius
was more than ready to credit the vindication,

23. Because he had trusted in his God
—*“Who through  faith 3 « Obtained the
bromises, stopped the mouths of liong” (Heb.
11, 33),

The remainder of the story is told in verses
24-28, which should be read in connection with
the lesson text, as should also the part of the
chapter preceding the text, Darius's vengeance
upon the men who had maliciously accused Dan-
iel was most severe, though in perfect harmony
with the sense of Justice of the time, Jn Jud-
ging the details of any narrative of antiquity
We must endeavor to first place ourselves men-
tally in the sitnation and environment of the
times and peoples concerning whom the narra-
tive informs us,

Exposition

ministration of the new
which he haq by the fall of Babylon become
ruler, 8o he made Danijel bremier president of
the three presidents under whom the ype hon-
dred and twenty satraps of the provinces ad-
ministered the imperial government,

and great domaim of

Tue Secrer o DANIEL'S Succrss

If in our time a man should rise to such emi-
nence and power the magazines and daily pa-
pers would display his picture and give long
articles desc ibing his career, analyzing his
character, and setting forth the elements which
explain his success, If as we might study some
present-day character we study Daniel, we will
not find his history one difficult to understand.
It has miraculous elements in it, to be sune, but
it has some important natural elements alse,
without which the miraculous would never
have appeared, 1. In the first place, Thaniel
was well-born, being evidently ed with
the highest class of familjex in Judah (1. 3).

elonging to a princely or royal family dees
not always mean excellence, hut im Daniel’s
case it did, for he was of those whe were
without “blemish, but well-favored.” 2, He wag
also naturally wel] endowed intellectually amd
was well educated and socially well trained.
And coming to Babylon thus equipped, he wag
given the additiona) advantage of the fullest
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Chaldean education (1. 4). If a book had
been issued then, as in our time, entitled
“Who's Who?” Daniel would have been found
among the eminent men who had the advantage
of a thorough education. In that respect he
was like Moses, who was an alumnus of the
University of On, where he had been trained in
all the learning of the Egyptians. Both Moses
and Daniel were men of princely natural en-
dowments, and these endowments were de-
veloped by education. All this is largely in-
voluntary, though the study involved in an edu-
cation requires voluntary codperation with
parents and instructors. But there appear some
purely voluntary elements in Daniel’'s case.
3. He manifested clear moral convictions and
strong will power, Refusal to drink of the
king's wine and eat of the king's meat revealed
moral strength. 4. He was profoundly pious.
He prayed habitually, He reverenced and
honored God.

Tue HIGHER SENSE

But other men have had all the things just
named—good birth, high mental endowments,
education, conscientiousness, and piety—and in
as high degree as Daniel had them, and have not
had what was the chief thing in Daniel, namely,
what may be called the God-sense, the vision
and the ear for God. It is easy to say that
God could reveal himself to and through any
good man, and in a sense he does. But the
whole history of prophecy indicates that in de-
gree if not in kind the power to interpret God,
to receive revelation from him, belongs only to
a few. There are the rudiments of every type
of genius in all minds, even the commonest.
Every man has something in common with the
reat Yoat and painter and orator, but in them
is rudimentary I}ower rises to genius. Prophecy
is spiritual genius, All men have some pro-
phetical faculty, but all may not be prophets in
the sense in which Isaiah and Daniel were,
even as they cannot be poets like Homer or
artists like Raphael. And so great prophets
have been few, even as great geniuses of other
kinds have been few. And the great spiritual

niuses—the men who have had the clearest,
argest vision of God—rule the world in the
spiritual sphere, even as geniuses of other
orders rule the world in their spheres,

Tue VICE OF JEALOUSY

The spirit which prompted the presidents and
the princes to plot against Daniel was one of
the basest though not uncommon infirmities and
vices of mankind. It was plain, unqualified
jealousy. They hated Daniel hecause honors
had been bhestowed upon him which they de-
sired for themselves., No doubt they justified
their jealousy, as men still do. Daniel, they
might have said, was an interloper, belonging
to an alien race. He was an upstart, having
come to Babylon as a slave, It was easy to
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suggest that he was overrated by the king, and

was no more capable, or was even less capally,

than many who were put under him, The cye

of envy would see a thousand faults in him- We
his speech, his manner of life, his bearing

toward others. It is not difficult for a mar ten.ipted
who wants another’s place to convince himsel tation t|
that he ought to have it. It is a most up temptati
worthy spirit. It is the product of selfishness courage
It is utterly lacking in generosity, It is mor fail

ally blinding. And yet it is a vice to which allus un
people in the highest ranks of life are exposed, Have cor
It inflames the minds of the most culture danger «
even more than the crude, It manifests itself

in affairs of government among public officials ol d t.hen
as it did there in Darius's court. The church ot evil we
is not free from it, and even among the iy _

isters of Christ it sometimes reveals itsel
But wherever found it is base and despicall
and hateful in the sight of God.

GOING STRAIGHTFORWARD

The enemies of Daniel made a snare of bis
virtue. They gave up the attempt to find sou
ground for accusation against his official con
duct, His administration was faultless. N
doubt they threw chances for personal profit iy
his way, opportunities most cunningly devisel
But Daniel was simply honest, and tempiation
to dishonesty held no power for him. To a mu
simply and securely settled in his purpose (ol
honest the way is always perfectly clear. The
gave that up. Then they made their mastr
stroke, They set a trap into which they fot
sure Daniel would walk, simply because of lis
moral steadfastness and fearlessness. The
said, “Daniel will stand by his religion.” Ani
so they arranged the little matter of the lion
den at the end of a way from which they wer
satisfied Daniel would not turn aside, *Danid
will walk into it,” they said. And he did. J-
sus used to do the same thing, essentially, wit
the Pharisees, They watched him, The
brought the sick into his sight on the Sahiath
and said, “Now we will have ground for com

laint, for he will heal.,” And he did. King

arius was only a tool in the hands of b
crafty plotters. They understood the kings
weakness and they understood Daniel’s strength.
Wherein they blundered—and that was fal
for them—was in leaving God out of the i
count. Their plan was perfect except in
one oversight., But their failure at that poiof
was discovered too late, Then they saw (b
the lions’ den lay at the end of their own wi
also, but that for them there was no way out tf
it, as there had been for Danjel. But
highest tribute ever paid to Daniel was this th
was rendered by his enemies. But it is da
gerous for the wicked when they stake ‘!hf
success upon the certainty of a good man's |
tegrity. Something unexpected is likely
happen.
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THE LESSON PRAYER

We thank thee, our Father, for thy promise that we shall not be
aring tempted beyond that we are abl

e to endure, and that in every temp-
i"‘_‘:fl'i' tation thou wilt open for us a way of escape,

“Lead us not into
e temptation, but deliver us from evil.” We rejoice to read of Daniel's
s courage and faith and strength, but we fear lest our strength would
“I:::"h fail us under a trial like his,

Thou knowest the limit

s of our endurance,
weakness, and suffer us

e Have compassion upon our

not for any fear of

tured danger or for any enticements of evil to fall away from thee. And
itsel may there abide in our hearts this confidence, that into whatever snares
}:u‘r"; of evil we may fall, our God is able to deliver us. Amen,

min

§'~’I"]f- The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1cable

1 v
Daniel was brave because pe knew God,

Things do not

To touch the greatest s realms,

be sincere,
We would never he afraid if we
fearless angel guards,

Angels often guard us w

work at randdm in God'y
trength the sou) must

There is more harmony than we know, coild
we but catch the music,

In the sphere of

could see our

divine deeds nothing he p-
hen our conduet is

pens,
unangelic, Purpose may be traced in every cormer of
The hero is always hopeful, creation,

Courage carries the keys of kingdoms, To trace God's purlm
e

Ses would be to untang'e
the puzzles of Providence,
11 We do not always see
The burdens that vest on 1

0 the upper truth fr
ove are light, the under vide,

Puffballs are easily thrown about; so are

puff people, Y If the highest in us is to live the lowest in
What a man involves to-day lLe will evolve us must die,

to-morrow, d y Soul attitude determines soul altitude,

What a man leaves for something better ig Clean character is moral asbestos—it caunot
alvays gain, . be consumed,

No man is loser when he finds God in the No man is falge who is faithful to the truth,
transaction,

Right is the onl,\' defense against wrong, VI

God is the infinite majority,

When we give up to God we always get g
thousandfold more than we give up,

111 To possess Him who is all we must be dis-

Scepters are swayed by souls, not by swords.  possessed of all but him,

To do whatever is best for me 1 must do my f we would lay d

at,

y own life's curses we must
take up life's crosses,

We may not kill the archers,
uench their arrows,

If T love God with all my sou heart of the sorrow that sings,
Ve more soul with which tc Blank despair is mute,

ITOW.

i : The dead man's fingers thrum no
Daniel's purpose in his heart made him a
10,

but we can VII
1 to-day I shall Hope is at the
0 love him to-

1 living lyre,
Self-despair ig one thing, despair of Gocf is
X another,
Purpose proves personality, Out of the throes of self-despair is born the
jod is the presiding personality, heavenly hope,

The Lesson Heart Talk
BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES
stian_cour- ant of God,

80 ¢ L. Danieldid not
s old serv-  his house in B

What a refreshing breath of Chri
' If Daniel had this courage,

No man liveth unto himself,
t me get something now from thi;

know that what he was doing in
abylon twenty-five hundred years
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ago would be like a visit of good cheer from my
next-door neighbor to me here in America—a
country he never knew existed. The circles of
influence are wide. If T can be helped by
Daniel, perhaps I may help some one far away
whom I do not know.

He was not young when this great test of
faith and principle came to him, Age weakens
a man's nerve. A den of lions was enough to
take the spirit out of a heart eighty years old.
But one who waits upon the Lord for eighty
years renews his strength. Daniel began to
trust God when he was a boy, when he decided
to brave the king's anger and eat no meat and
drink no wine from the king's table. Eighty
faithful years made him very sure of his God.
When he knew the writing was signed he went
into his house and, his windows being open in
his chamber toward Jerusalem, kneeled upon
his knees three times a day and prayed and
gave thanks before his God as he did aforetime,
Blessed old man! What a lesson for me! He
knew the thing was settled; nothing could
change the decree. The den of lions was an
awful thing indeed, but nothing could make the
circumstances different. It was an accepted

trial. He did not ask God to change anything;
he saw that it had to be just as it was. What
then? Doubt, worry, fear, distrust? O, no.

“Phe storm swept o'er the upper ocean, but
naught disturbed the quiet of the deeper sea.”
See the calmness of that soul, because he be-
lieved in his God. He not only kneeled to pray,
but he gave thanks before his God just as if
he had never heard of a lions’ den. I wonder
what he gave thanks for., I suppose for the
many times he had been helped over hard
places in the eighty years gone by; thanks
for a quiet hour to talk with God: and thanks
for one more opportunity to prove his loyalty
to him. He was so occupied with the vision of
Jerusalem from those open windows—Jerusa-
lem far out of sight yet so real to the devout
worshiper—that he forgot all about_the lions,

1t would not have been quite so if Daniel had
gone away to pray because of this emergency.
He was used to praying. He did not open his
windows for that occasion. They were already
open. I suppose they were never shut, He had
done this three times a day “aforetime.” Tt
was his habit, and he seems to have been in
such sweet communion with God that he for-
got to mention the lions. It was not necessary.
All he needed was to get so near that he was
wure the everlasting arms were around him.
(God knew about the lions: he intended his serv-
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ant should go through that singular experience;
but he intended, too, to bring him through it so
victoriously that Daniel would be glad to all
eternity that he had such a chance to prove
what a great and good God was his.

1 have read these beautiful words about open
windows: “A man whose earthly life had
reached its twilight, sitting in the quiet of g
summer evening, looking out upon the land
scape mellow in ‘the sunset afterglow, said
‘The soul has its windows as well as our owy
houses. If we would lift the curtain on the
heavenward side we should know better how t
live and have less dread of death. We see tw
much of the present and too little of the future.
To lean on the window sill and look into the
busy throng is pleasant, for God has offered us
many opportunities for work; but to lift the
windows on the other side and give the winds
that blow from heaven free course through th
house is a great comfort, a refreshment, a con
solation, There are angels round about us, but
we do not see that they are there. We need
their kind offices, but the windows are closed
and they cannot enter.'”

We need the open air, we need the cheerin
outlook People are sick and languid fron
want of fresh air in the house. The soul faints
from want of open windows., The windows o
faith, hope, love—how hard they are to opa
because we keep them so much closed, Thes
are the windows on the Jerusalem side. Th
air that comes that way is a tonic to make u
strong for trial; the prospect makes one forgt
the trial just at hand. There is the window of
memory ‘too. We say sometimes it is a d
pressing view from that window. But not whe
the light of God's mercy and care shines ovet
it. When he was in trouble David said, “I wil
remember the years of the right hand of th
Most High.” Hope for the present comes with
the memory of God's goodness in the past. [«
us draw a line in our Bibles around the word
“his windows being open.” Daniel would haw
had no heart to open them with his old, trem
bling hands when he knew there was a plt
against his life. He would have sat down iv
the dark to brood over his sorrows. But whe
he came into that room where he talked with
God every day evprr window was wide open.

Keep the soul-windows open—Faith, Hop,
Love, Memory, Thankfulness. Trials must by
fall us; they are a part of all human expe
ence. But no manner of hurt is found 1(1;%
us when we have a clear, constant look Gok
ward.

The Lesson in I iterature and Art

1. Bnvy is the yokefellow of eminence.—

Tupper.
2. Better be in shame now than in the day

of Judmont.—ﬂlohammrd.

3. Verse 10.

) A man can bear

A woull’s contempt, when he has that witi
Which says he’s worthy.—Alezander Smifk
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4. A great deal depends upon a man's cour-
age when he is slandered and traduced. Weak
men are crushed by detraction, hut the brave
hold on and succeed.—H, §, Ntevens,

5.

Who is the happy warrior? Who is he
That every man in arms should wish to be?

"T'is, finally, the man who, lifted high,

Conspicuous object in a nation's eye,

Or left unthought-of in obscurity—

Who with a toward or untoward lot,

Prosperous or adverse, to his wish or not—

Plays, in the many games of life, that one

Where what he most doth value must he won :

Whom neither shape of danger can dismay,

Nor thought of tender happiness betray ;

Who, not content that former worth stand fast,

Looks forward, persevering to the last,

From well to better, daily self-surpassed :

Who, whethep praise of him must walk the

earth

Forever, and to noble deeds give birth,

Or he must fall, to sleep without his tame,

And leave a dead unprofitable name—

Finds comfort in himself and in his cause :

And, while the mortal mist is gathering, draws

His breath in confidence of heaven's applause :

This is the happy warrior; this is he

That every man in arms should wish to he,
—Wordsworth,

6. Verses 14-16. When Palissy, the Hu-
guenot potter, was lying a prisoner in the Bas-
tile for his adherence to the Protestant faith, it
is said that the king of France, who lad a
great regard for him, visited him in his dun-
geon, and told him if he did not comply with
the established religion he should be forced,
however unwillingly, to leave him in the hands
of his enemies. “Forced, sire!” replied the
noble old man, with all the energy and fire of
his earlier years. “This is not to speak like a
king: but they who force you cannot force me,
I can die."—William M. Taylor.

7. Verses 11-17,

Base envy withers at another's joy,
And hates the excellence it cannot reach,

8. To persevere in one's duty and to be silent
is the first answer to ('nlumn,\'.—l"anhinylou.

9. Whoever has a good work to do must let
the devil's tongue run as it pleases.—Luther,

Lesson Side-Lights

L. He Prayed as Aforetime, “Thisg helps to
explain much of his conduct. We cease to
Wonder at his boldness before Nebuchadnezzar,
Belshazzar, and Darius, when we learn that
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with God.

mellowed and fattened by the dews of heavenly
influence which fel) upon them in the cloget.
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10. Censure and criticism never hurt any-
body. If false, they cannot harm you, unless
You are wanting in character ; and if true, they
show a man his weak points, and forewarn him
against failure and trouble.—Gladstone,

11. Themistocles. while he was yet young,
said that he had done nothing gallant, for he
was not yet envied, And we know that as the
cantharis is most busy with ripe fruits and
roses in their beauty, so envy is most employed
about the eminently good and those who are
glorious in their places and esteem,— Plutarch.

12, Verse 18, The words of King Heary ;

O sleep! 0O gentle sleep !
Nature's soft nurse, how have | frighted thee,
That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids down
And steep my senses in forgetfulness ?
Why, rather, sleep, liest thou in smoky cribs,
Upon uneasy pallets stretching thee,

And hushed with buzzing night-flies to thy
slumber, .

’I:lmn in the perfumed chambers of the great,
Under the canopies of costly state,
And lulled with sounds of sweetest melody ?

anst thou, O partial Sleep ! give thy repose
0 ll]e Wet sea-boy in an hour 80 rude ;
And in the calmest and most stillest night
With all umnh!nn-.vx and means to boot,
I}Pny it to a king? Then, happy low, lie down,
Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown,
—RShakespeare,
13. Verse 22, A naked man with inno-
cency is better armed than Goliath in brass er
iruu.—lfi.vhop Reynolds,
14,
A just man cannot fear;

’.\:t>l though the malice of traducing tongues,
'lv|l<' open vastness of a tyrant's ear,
The senseless rigor of the wrested laws,

15. Verse 23. In the Jewish legend Nim-
rod casts Abraham into a furnace of fire, and
it changes for him into a bed of roses. In
Goethe's Faust the angels cast roses upon the
demons, and each rose as it touches them be-
comes a drop of liquid, scorching fire, 8o even
God's people are saved even in the midst of
the fiercest persecutions.—Schleiemach".

and Illustrations

Daniel maintained such

constant communion
The roots of

his character were
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He drew his strength from the heaven with
which he was in such continuous communica-
tion, He was ‘Daniel,’ the judge of God, be-
cause he was first ‘Israel,’ a prince of God,
who prevailed with him in prayer. His public
life was holy and incorruptible, because his
hidden life was prayerful and devout. He
carried his business habits with him into the
closet ; and so he was enabled to carry his de-
vout spirit with him into business. —Rep,
William Taylor, D.D.

“Daniel did not try to outwit by intvigue,
His was a much more safe and simple proce-
dure. He had simply to do right. He said his
prayers as he did aforetime. He prayed kneel-
ing as he had always done, He prayed aloud,
as had been his wont. Three times a day, and
with windows open, he called on the God of
his fathers, as his mother had taught him in
his boyhood. A more adroit man would have
practiced casuistry upon himself. A diplo-
matic saint would have shut his windows,
drawn a curtain, prayed in a whisper, lessened
the number of his devotions, had some other
engagement, if haply he might have saved his
quivering limbs from the lions’ teeth. Not so
this simple child of God. Not so much as by
the lowering of his voice, or the closing of a
shutter, would he seem to fear man more than
God."—Rev. Austin Phelps, D.D.

“He did exactly as he had been accustomed
to do. He did not then for the first time throw
open his window ; if he had done that he would
have been a Pharisee. He did not close his
window, because, for the first time, there was
danger in opening it. Tf he had done that he
would have been a coward. He was neither the
one nor the other, but simply a brave, good
man, who loved lite well, but who loved God
better, and who when a thing was put before
him, when Timidity whispered, Is it safe? and

Vanity suggested, Will it be popular? took
counsel of his own true heart, and simply in-
quired, Is it right?"—Rev. W. M. Punshon,
LL.D.

Imperial Persia bowed to his wise sway,

A hundred provinces his daily care;

A queenly city with its gardens faiy

Smiled round him, but his heart was far away,

Forsaking pomp and power, three times a day

For chamber lone, he seeks his solace there;

Through windows opening westward floats his
prayer,

Toward the dear distance where Jerusalem lay,

So let me morn, noou, evening, steal aside,

And, shutting my heart’s door to earth’s vain
pleasure .

And manifold solicitudes, find leisure

The windows of my soul to open wide

Toward that blest city and that
treasure

Which past these visible horizons hide,

R. Wilton,
2. In the Den of Lions.
God of Daniel, hear my prayer,
And let thy power be seen ;
Stop the lion’s mouth, and bear
Me safe out of his den.
Save me in this dreadful hour;
Earth and hell and nature join,
All stand ready to devour
This helpless soul of mine,

No way to escape, I see
The sure-approaching death ;
Vain are all my hopes to flee
Out of the lion’s teeth;
In the mire of sin I lie,
In the dungeon of despair;
Hear my lamentable cry,
O God of Daniel, hear!

Save me for thine own great name,

That all the world may know
Daniel’s God is still the same,

And reigns supreme below,
Him let all mankind adore,

Spread his glorious name abroad ;
Tremble all, and bow before

The great, the living God.

~John and Charles Wesley.

heavenly

The School of Practice

1. 1 see that Daniel was able to endure the trial described in this lesson because he brought to it the

established habit of a lifetime,
‘“he did aforetime.”

In the hour when it took courage to pray Daniel simply went on doing what
J am resolved, therefore, this week and hereafter to maintain religious habits, believing

that in special hours of temptation these habits will be a source of strength to me. i
2. Daniel was watched by others and his conduet closely scrutinized, and if any defect had existed it

would have been used for his overthrow.

1 will try this

week and constantly to so live honestly and faith-

fully that my conduct will endure the scrutiny even of enemies,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

The Junior Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive,
supplied with a copy of the Int

"

Preparing the Lesson.

Tlustrative Materiai: 1. Pictures of Danicl

Each pupil, if possible, should be in the lions’ den are plentiful. A good one is

furnished in Int

Quarterly. ]

diate Quarterly, page 89.

2. A seal (signet) impressed on softened seal-
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ing wax in the presence of the .class will make

more realistic the sealing of the stone, verse 17,

Connecting Links,

Intervening Events : With the overthrow of
Belshazzar, king of Babylon (Lesson 1), came
an entire change of administrntiou, explained
in verses 1-3, The satraps’ plot to ruin Daniel
unfolds itself through verses 4-9,

Narrative Outline, (For the teacher, Lan-
guage and detail to be adapted to the pupils,)
1. The Plot, 2. The Chamber of Prayer,
3. The Royal Palace, 4. The Den of Lions,

1. The cause of the jealousy of the satraps
was Daniel's superiority in character as well
as in position,

2. The most important phrase in verse 10
is “as he did aforetime,” The machinations of
the jealous lords and princes made no difference
to Daniel. He simply did his duty. The round-
about phraseology of verses 11-16 must not be
allowed to hide the dramatic situation—the
plotters gathering in dark corners to watch
Daniel; their formal progress to the throne
room ; their apparent innocence in asking their
question ; the ease with which they entrapped
the king into saying that the law was unal-
terable; the one unpopular fact that they were
able to allege concerning Daniel; the sore dis-
pleasure of the king with himself, the cruel in-
exorableness of the plotters; and the weak
words of comfort spoken by the king as he
wndemned his best friend to death,

3. Picture the night, Verse 18 tells us how
the king spent it, We may easily infer how
Daniel spent it, watched over by angels and
listened to by God, How did the Jjealous
satraps spend it?

Picture the morning. I suppose that for
months afterward people remembered that one
wonderful morning when the self-imlulgelgt

ing arose very early, A guilty conscience dx.d
What the sense of dutf’ failed to do. Note his
timorous call to Daniel, and Daniel’s reply, and
the joyful results, {
Nuggested Generalization, (Adapt form of

Statement to pupils. )

Four thoughts should be im pressed: 1, The
tlie of prayer, 2, The faithfulness of "God,
4 The value to the Christian character of trial
and test. 4, The priceless advantage of g good

ese are profound topies, but
mple, and easily within the grasp
The first two find ready illustra-
of boys and girls to their
boy well knows
vor from one
istantly planning how
That may be true of your pupils* fa-
and mothers ; it is certainly and in q far

W and - profounder senge true of (od,

i Even the daily  Jife of the school brings
' trations of faithful friendship—weak types
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of the faithfulness of God. 3. In these days of
physical training boys and girls know wel) the
value of tria] and test to physical strength,
4. From personal experience your pupils can
tell the advantage of a gooq conscience,
Memory Verse (Golden Text) : “The angel of

the Lord encampeth round about them that

fear him, and delivereth them” (Psa, 34. T)s
Scholars' Home Work,

What made Daniel so great in the king’s
estimation ?

What was Daniel’s chief aim in life?

Who gave Daniel honor and position ?

The Intermediate Grade
[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive, Each pupil, if possible, should be

supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarter
]

ly, or the Lesson
Preparing the Lesson,

Tllustrative Material ;
Junior Grade,
l‘unatru(-ﬁny the Lesson,

The five scenes of activity described in our
lesson furnish a good outline,

1. The private room in which Danjel prayed.
Prayer in the East is a public function, Men
pray on the street wherever they are, at the
hour of prayer, It was Daniel's habit to hasten
home, There was no immodesty or show in
“the open window,"

See notes on the

2. The dark corners from which the plotters
Dpeered out to look and to listen,

GIVE HIS
ANCELS
FCHARGE
| OVER THEE [
{G_Psoun

3. The judgment hall, where the weak king
first labored till the going’ down of the sup to
deliver Daniel, then sentenced him with the cry
of the weakling that God should deliver,

4. The king's palace, where he lay all night
in an_agony of conscience and apprehension,

. The den of lions,
Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing  the Outline !

Having brought out the story and a portrajture
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of the leading actors, ask each pupil to write on
his pad the name of

DANIBL

AGAINST HIM
Jealous satraps,
Petty presidents,
A weak king,
Lions,

FOR HIM
Faithfulness,
Faith,

God's Angel,
God.

Daniel believed in his God and would do
what God ordered regardless of results, We
are not sure that he expected a miraculous de-
livery, He would do his duty anyhow. But
God sent the deliverer.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen.
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied with
a copy of the Senior Quarterly.]

Who was Darius? is a question of no conse-
quence to the moral teaching of this lesson.
For its answer, so far as answer can be given,
see any good Bible dictionary.

The selection of Daniel to be “grand vizier”
on the reorganization of the empire is notabie.
The Medes came from the far northeast, and
could know little of the Jews. An old man

who had been chief of the Chaldean magi under
Nebuchadnezzar was, one would think, the very
last to be intrusted with power by a foreign
conqueror. But he was able and he was good.

Oriental magistrates and ministers are pro-
verbial for avarice, partiality, self-seeking, and
accessibility to bribes, Those who have read
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[Oct. 15

any trustworthy book on the Turkish empin
will be ready properly to appreciate Daniel
rectitude,

Often in ancient times kings were accorde
divine honors, The new law forbidding praye
for thirty days to any but the king was doubt.
less intended thus to honor him.

Close study of the characters or classes of
characters introduced by this lesson would b
profitable, The king is typical of moral weak
ness, while the accusers and the accused am
both strong; the first strong in wickedness ani
envy, Daniel in goodness and faith. Study
these by turn.

There are far more people who are weak thay
who are strong. Most sinners are sinnen
through weakness. To us it seems the height o
absurdity as well as of wickedness to have pu
a good man in a den of lions. But we dare not
say we would not do as ill as Darius if w
found ourselves in Darius's circumstances if
ever we have been led or entrapped by othen
into wrong things which we would never haw
thought of alone,

In the conduct of the princes, strong in their
sin, we see “the cause of envy, and that is every
thing that is good; and the effect of envy, and
that is everything that is bad.”

We talk about Daniel as strong in his gool
ness. Really he was strong in his God. It
our mission also to be “blameless and harmles
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and
Yol-\'t-rm' gpllel':lliqll" (Phil, 2. 15). Find fron

Ieb. 11. 33 precisely what force it was tha
stopped the lions’ mouths,

The Responsive Review

1. What is true about those that fear God?
him, and delivereth them.”
to God just as usual,

Daniel? He was greatly displeased with himself. 4. What did he try to do?
“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths”

did Daniel say to the king on the next morning?

 The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fir

2. What did Daniel do in the face of Darius's decree?
3. How did the king feel about the decree after he discovered that it referredto

He prayed and gave think

He tried to deliver Daniel. 5. What

The Church Catechism.

57. What is prayer? Prayer is the offering up of our desires unto God for things agreeable to His willin
the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies, and in faith tha

if we so ask we shall receive.

LESSON III. Returning from Captivity

[Oct. 1§

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are glad. Psa. 126.3

AUTHORIZED VERSION

£ara 1. 1-11 [ Commit to memory verses 5, 6]

1 Now in the first year of Cy'rus king of
Per'sia, that the word of the Lorp by the
mouth of Jer-e-mi’ah might be fulfilled, the Lorp
stirred up the spirit of Cy'ius king of Per'sia,
that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,

2 Thus saith Cy'rus king of Per'sia, The

Revisep Version.*

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king o
Persia, that the word of Jehovah by th
mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplishel,
Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus kinf
of Persia, so that he made a proclamati

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas N
Sons.
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Lorp God of heaven hath given me all the king-
doms of the earth; and he hath charged me to
build him an house at Je-ru'sa-lem, which is
in Ju'dah,

3 Who is there among you of all his people?
his God be with im, and let him 20 up to Je-
ru'sa-lem, which is in Ju'dah, and build the
house of the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, (he is the
God,) which is in Je-ru'sa-lem,

4 And  whosoever remaineth in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place
belp him with silver, and with gold, and with
goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offer-
ing for the house of God that is in Je-ru’sa-lem.

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of
Ju'dah and Ben'ja-min, and the priests, and the
Le'vites, with uil them whose spirit God had
raised, to go up to build the house of the Lorn
which is in Je-ru'sa-lem,

6 And all they that were about them strength-
ened their hands with vessels of silver, with
gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with pre-
cious things, besides all that was willingly
offered,

T Also Cy'rus the king brought forth the ves-
sels of the house of the Lorp, which Neb-u-
chad-nez’zar had brought forth out of Je-ru'-
sa-lem, and had put them in the house of his
gods ;

8 Even those did Cy’rus king of Pe
forth by the hand of .\li(h’ro-dn(h the
and numbered them
prince of Ju'dah.

sia bring
easurer,
unto Shesh-baz'zar, the

9 And this is the number of them: thirty
chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver,
nine and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a
second sort four hundred and ten, and other ves-
sels a thousand,

11 All the vassels of r;;mltl and of silver were

five thousand and four undred. All these did
Shesh-baz'zar bring up with them o/ the cap-
tivity that were brought up from Bab y-lon unto
Je-ru’sa-lem,

Home Readings

[Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association |

I Ih‘!urning from Captivity., Ezra 1. 1-11,

Tu. Jeremiah's prophecy. Jer, 20, 10-14,

W. Isaiah’s prophecy, Isa, 44, 21-28,
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throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of
Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath Je-
hovah, the God of heaven, given me; and he
hath charged me to build him a house in Jeru-
salem, which is in Judah, 3 Whosoever there
is among you of all his people, his God be with
him, and let him 80 up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and build the house of Jehovah, the
God of Israel (he is God), which is in Jeru-
salem. 4 And whosoever js left, in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place
help him with silver, and with gold, and with
goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill
offering for the house of God which is in Jeru-
salem.

5 Then rose up the heads of fathers’ houses
of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the
Levites, even all whose spirit God had stirred to
80 up to build the house of Jehovah which is in
Jerusalem., 6 And all they that were round
about them strengthened their hands with ves-
sels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with
beasts, and with precious things, besides all that
was willingly offered, T Also Cyrus the king
brought forth the vessels of the house of Jeho-
vah, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth
out of Jerusalem, and had put in the house of
his gods; 8 even those did Cyrus king of Persia
bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treas-
urer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the
prince of Judah., 9 And this is the number of
them : thirty platters of gold, a thousand platters
of silver, nine and twenty knives, 10 thirty
bowls of gold, silve,
hundred and ten,

All the vessels of gold and of silver were five
thousand and four hundred, All these did Shesh-
bazzar bring up, when they of the captivity were
brought up from Babylon" unto Jerusalem,

Th. God's word to Cyrus, Isa, 47

F. Prayer for restoration, Dan, 9,
N, Help from the Lord, Psa, 124,
8. The joy of deliverance, Pga. 126,

Time.—B. (. 538 or 536. Pllcel.—[’eruin,
Babylon, Jerusalem,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 227
I'll praise my Maker while I've breath,
Antf when m{ voice is lost in death,
Praisc shal employ my nobler powers.

New Canadian Hmmmtho. 231,
Oh, that fixed my choice
0O ur and my God |
glowing heart rejoice,

New Canadian Hymnal No. 233,
Oh, what shall I do my Saviour to praise,

So faithful and true,
strong to deliver,

80 plenteous in grace,
80 good to red

eem,

Questions for Senior Scholars

L The King's Proclamation (v. 1-4).—Who
was Cyrus? What facts do we know about him?
Where is Persia? Give some facts about the

empire. What was the Word of the Lord now
to be fulfilled? Wio had given Cyrus the king-
doms of the earth? What charge was laid upon
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hiri? Why was there no “house of the Lord”
in Jerusalem? What did the proclamation ex-
hort? What were the Jews to do who remained?

2. The Ewxiles' Response (v. 5, 11),—What
class of men were the fathers? Who were the
Levites? What was their work? What was the

1Oct. 15

purpose of the returning Jews? What precious
things were given them? Why were these things
willingly given? How came the “vessels of the
house of the Lord” in Babylon? Ilow came
Cyrus to return them? What did the Jews sing
in the days of their restoration? GoLDEN TExT,

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The Deeree of Cyrus (v. 1-4).—Who had
been acting as king of Babylon just before
Cyrus? What had Jeremiah written toncern-
ing the return of the Hebrews to their own
country? (See Jer. 20, 10.) What prophet had
mentioned Cyrus by name? (See Isa. 44. 28.)
To whom did Cyrus make his proclamation?
How does he speak of the temple in Jerusalem?
What call did he make to the Hebrews? What

help did the king order the people to give to the
returning exiles?

2. A King's Gifts for the Temple (v. 5-11),—
What shows that the Jews kept up their tribes
and their religious worship in Babylon? Who
helped the people to get ready for the Journey
to Jerusalem? What gifts did they receive from
the people? What did Cyrus himself give? By
what other name is Sheshbazzar known ?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Where had the Jews been captives? For how
long a time? Who had promised to deliver
‘them? By whom did he send the promise? By
the prophet Jeremiah. Who was now king of
Persin? What did he say he would do? Set
the captives free and build a house for the Lord.
What call did Cyrus send throughout his king-
dom? Were many ready to go and help build
the Lord's house? What did they take with them?

Gold and silver and good gifts. Where were the
vessels of the Lord’s house? They were still in
Babylon. Who had brought them there? Nebu-
chadnezzar. How many were there in all? Five
thousand and four hundred. What did King
Cyrus do? H.: sent them all back to Jerusalem,
How did the Jews feel about going home? Very
glad and thankful. To whom did they give the
glory for their deliverance? To the great God,

The Lesson Analysis

1. King Cyrus’s Proclamation (verses 1-4).

(a) Cyrus, king of Persia, (b) was stirred
up in spirit by Jehovah (¢) to fulfill a prophecy
of Jehovah spoken by Jeremiah. (d) He issued
a proclamation, (¢) recognizing Jehovah as the
God of heaven, who had made him imperial
ruler of the world; (f) accepting Jeremiah’s
prophecy as a charge from Jehovah to build the
temple in Jerusalem: (g) and calling on all
worshipers of Jehovah to return to Jerusalem,
and rebuild Jehovah's temple there, (k) Cyrus
calls on all good citizens to assist.

II. The Eailes' Response (verses 5-11),

(a) The first to respond were hereditary
rulers of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
priests and Levites. (b) With these returned

others whose spirits Jehovah had touched.
(¢)To a remarkable degree people of all races
contributed toward the building of Jehoval's
temple, and showed kindness to the departing
Jews. (d) Cyrus returned to the Jews the ves-
sels of the housc of Jehovah which Nebuchad-
rezzar bad captured and from which Belshazzar
had impiously drunk. (e) All this Cyrus did
with close accuracy, keeping an accurate ac-
count of the vessels thus returned, (f) and the
names of the men who delivered them and of
the men who received them.

This lesson, while containing valuable
“morals” of its own, is of most importance asa
“conjuncti~»,” uniting two stages in the devel-
opment of Jehovah’s plans,

The Lesson Word Studies

NoTE.—These Word Studies of this lesson are based on the text of the Revised Version.

THE MAN AND THE BoOK.—All the information which we have concerning Ezra, the famous leader

connected with Israel's return, is obtained from the books of Kzra and Nehemiah and the apocryphal
writings of the Old Testament. From these we learn that he was a priest, a scribe, and a prophet, repre-
senting in a way the ition from the office to that of the scribe. In the capacity of a scribe
we must think of him, however, not as a mere copyist, nor yet as the author of the law, but as a diligent
student and teacher of the law. Kzra ied a of i under Ar the son and suc-
cessor of Xerxes, B.C. 464-425. With the permission and under the protection of & special edict of
the king, he led a large company of Hebrew exiles back to their native land (B.C. 458% The edict of the
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king and all that is known concerning the return of the exiles under Ezra and the subsequent work of Ezra
at Jerusalem is given in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, Originally these two books were one, and it is

probable that they were put into their present form by the same hand.
of the restoration, but rather a short sketch of a fe
silence long periods intervening between the events mentioned,

Nehemiah are written in the first person,

They give us not a complete history
W important events of that history, passing over in
Considerable portions especially in

This first person in Ezra everywhere refers to Ezra, and in

Nehemiah, to Nehemiah, though it is not certain that these memoirs written by Ezra and Nehemiah respect-

ively are preserved to us in exactly their original form,

Parts of these memoirs seem to have been lost,

Verse 1. Verses 1-3 of the first chapter of
Ezra are almost word for word the same ag
2 Chron. 36, 22, 23, and it has been supposed
that originally not only the books Ezra and
Nehemiah formed one book, but this larger book
contained the books of Chronicles also; that is,
that there was a time when Chronicles-Ezra-
Nehemiah in some form or another constituted
a single work,

Cyrus king of Porlll—('unoprniug the
birth and early life history of Cyrus, king of
Persia, there are conflicting accounts handed
down to us from different sources. It is prob-
able that he was the grandson of Astyages, king
of Media, against whom he later led an army
revolt, gaining first control over Persia and
then, by the defeat of Astyages (550 B. C.),
over Media also, e rapidly extended his au-
thority over one country after the other, until
the whole of Asia Minor had become part of his
empire.  Babylonia was added in 538 B. C.
Cyrus reversed the policy of deportation and
denationalization of conquered peoples which
had been followed by the Assyrian and Baby-
lonian kings preceding him, and gave to the con-
quered nations the largest possible degree of
freedom, both political and religious. The exiles
which he found in Babylon and its vicinity he
liberated and permitted to return to their own
land. He thus became, in relation to the Jewish
nation, the instrument in God's hands for the

fulfillment of prophecy, that the word of
ehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be accomplished. The prophecy re-
ferred to is one concerning the seventy years of
captivity (Jer, 29, 10) : “After seventy years
are accomplished for Babylon, I will visit you,
and perform my good word toward you, in caus-
ing you to return to this place,”

Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
~In an inscription of Cyrus the king himself
mentions the fact that he “restored to their
homes the exiles who were in Babylonia as well
18 their gods,” and concludes by praying that
the gods which he has thus restored may inter-
rwlln- \rm'- him before his own gods Bel-Merodach
and Neho,

2. Jehovah, the God of heaven—(Cyrus
Was not, as might be supposed from this verse,
if taken alone, a monotheist ; but he recognized
the local authority of the deities of subject races,
and often implored their favor,

e hath charged me—In Isa, 44, 24.98

and 45, 113 g described the divine mission
which Cyrus probably unconsciously discharged
in relation to the Hebrew people. Some have
supposed that Cyrus had been shown these
prophecies and was influenced in his action by
reading them ; others have thought that possibly
Daniel's influence with the king has something
to do about this action, but for neither supposi-
tion is there historical evidence,

3. Of all his people—The majority of
those who returned with Kzra belonged to the
tribes of Benjamin and Judah, but some also of
the ten tribes which had been deported earlier
may have returned with those of the southern
kingdom, Cyrus in using this expression thought
doubtless only of the captives from Judah and
Benjamin,

He is God, which is in Jerusalem—"|[o
is the God who is in Jerusalem” (marginal rend-
ing, Rev, Ver.),

4. Silver, . . ., gold, . . . goods—Ior the
Jjourney and the immediate needs of the people
after their arrival, besides the freewill
offering, which was for the temple,

5. Heads of fathers’ houses—Illders,
heads of families, and groups of families, to
whom, because of the tribal division of the na-
tion, belonged rank and authority,

Judah and Benjamin—The two tribes in-
cluded in what is generally spoken of as the
captivity of Judah.

7. Vessels of the house of Jehovah,
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought
forth out of Jer\ullem—ltpferring e8pe-
cially to the eapture of Jerusalem in 597 B. (.,
when Jehoiachin, his household, and ten thou-
sand of the better classes were carried off to
Babylon. The despoiling of the temple is men-
tioned in 2 Kings : “And he carried out
thence all the treasures of the house of the Lord,
and the treasures of the king’s house,”

is gods—The word in the original may be
rendered either as singular or plural, Some
have considered the singular the preferable ren-
dering because of Nebuchadnezzar's devotion to
one god, Merodach, in whose honor the king re-

stored the temple of E-sagila with unrivaled
splendor,

8. Mithredath the treasurer—The [fe.
brew form of the Persian “Mithradata,” fa-
miliar to us as Mithridates—a very common
name among the Medo-Persians,

Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah—
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Sheshbazzar is probably to be identified with
Zerubbabel. This has until lately been the com-
monly accepred view, and has still, as it seems
to us, the balance of support in its favor. It
was common for men of prominence, even for
kings, to have different names, by which they
were referred to interchangeably. The laying of
the foundation of the temple which in Bzra
3. 8 is ascribed to Zerubbabel is in 5. 16
ascribed to Sheshbazzar. The prophet Haggai
(1. 1; 2, 2, 21) refers to Zerubbabel as the
governor (Pekhalh) of Judah, which title is
also given to Sheshbazzar in Ezra 5. 14, Shesh-
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bazzar is called prince (“nasi”) in relation to
his own people only.

9. Knives—This rendering is uncertain,
since the word so translated occurs only here in
the Bible. Other suggested translations have
been: censers, changes of raiment, vessels
adorned with network, ete,

11. Five thousand and four hundred—
Since the number of vessels enumerated in
verses 9 and 10 when added together do not
equal this number, it is necessary to assume that
only the principal kinds of vessels are specially
mentioned.

The Lesson Exposition

THE CrLosING CAPTIVITY

It is difficult to fix the exact dates at which
the Babylonian eaptivity began and ended, since
the sacred writers employ at least two modes of
computation; the first being the ecivil, which
considers it as extending from the first invasion
of Nebuchadnezzar (B. C. 606) to the decree of
Cyrus (B. C. 536) ; and the ecclesiastical, ex-
tending from the burning of the temple (B. C.
588) to its recomstruction (B. C. 517). But
however it is computed it covered seventy years.
It must be kept in mind that the entire popula-
tion, except the peasantry, had been deported.
But it must also be considered that the captivity
was not particularly oppressive. The exiled
Jews were not reduced to slavery as was fre-
quently done by conquerors, but were treated
rather as colonists. Their family life was not
broken up. The letter which the prophet Jere-
miah, who was left at Jerusalem, sent to the
captive people throws light upon this (Jer. 29.
5-7). In harmony with this counsel that they
should seek the peace of the people among whom
they were placed, there was no serious discord
between the Jews and the Babylonians, and so

there was no race hatred or persecution. Their
religious liberty was not interfered with, npd
they had their prophets and teachers. Ezekiel
was with them, and Daniel much of the time
was in position of highest influence in the court,
and always God’s interpreter to his times. So
far as material interests and opportunities were
concerned, the Jews had no special motive for
returning to Palestine. But the national spirit
and aspiration had been kept alive in them, and
the great spiritual mission for which they had
been raised up remained yet to be fulfilled.

Tue Hearts oF Kinags
We have had several instances described in
which the Babylonian rulers were deeply influ-
enced by the religion of the captive Jews., There
was first of all their immediate conqueror, Nebu-
chadnezzar. After Daniel had interpreted the
dream of the great image the king declared,

“Your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of
kings"” (Dan, 2, 47). And after the deliverance
of the three Hebrews from the fiery furnace he
issued a proclamation denouncing and threaten-
ing all who should “speak anything amiss
against the God of” the Jews (Dan. 3. 29),
After Daniel’'s interpretation of another of the
king's dreams, and its fulfillment, Nebuchad-
nezzar issued an extended account of God's
dealings with him, and closed with ascriptions
of praise and honor to “the King of heaven, all
whose works are truth, and his ways judgment”
(Dan. 4. 37). And after the deliverance of
Daniel from the lions’ den Darius also issued a
decree, which closes with words of lofty praise
equal to those of the great prophets (Dan. 6,
25-27). And in the present lesson we find Cyrus
sending out a proclamation in which he acknowl-
edged that his kingdom was given him by God,
and giving command for the rebuilding of the
destroyed temple at Jerusalem. IHere it is dis-
tinctly said that “the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus.” Daniel was the king's premier and
favorite, and we know that at that time Daniel
was filled with the thought of the return of his
people from their exile. He knew what the
prophet Jeremiah had written concerning the
time of the captivity (Dan. 9. 2), and he gave
himself to rrnypr. Let the student not fail to
read this ninth chapter of Daniel as one of the
best commentaries on the termination of the
captivity, We may be sure that Daniel talked
with Cyrus about this great matter, and -hm§vvl
him ali that Jereminh had written concerning
it; and without doubt also called his attention
to that remarkable Yﬂﬂﬂalﬂ in_the prophecy of
the book of Isaiah in which Cyrus is directly
referred to as the servant of Jehovah in con-
nection with this very restoration of the Jews
and the rebuilding of the temple (Tsa. 44. 28
Throufh all the years God held the hearts of
kings in his hand,

A S1FTED PROPLE

The return of the Jews to Jerusalem was en
tirely voluntary. The decree of Cyrus merels
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1 to gave permission for, and encouragement to, the spirit of Cyrus the king to issue the proclama-
return.  Only a fraction of the people actually tion and the call, and he st red up the hearts

ain, returned, probably not more than one sixth, of those who were fitted to respond to the eall,

? in This voluntariness of the return, and the con-

ave ditions under which it took place, made of the PARTNERSHIP Witi T1E GENTILES

sels exiles who actually went back a sifted and se- In this decree by Cyrus providing for the re-
lected company. It was an arduous undertak- turn of the exiled Jews to Jerusalem and for the

d— ing, and only the hardiest and most adventurous rebuilding of the temple, the Gentile world made

in would attempt it. There were no selfish mo- gp investment in the kingdom of God and were

not tives for returning, and so the proposition made admitted into partnership in the great enter-

hat its appeal chiefly to the patriotic and religious  prise of carrying light and truth to the whole

ally spirit.  Those who Jjoined the company, there-  world, This exodus from Babylon was very dif-

fore, represented the strongest, most patriotic,
most religious element, They stood for a na-
tional enthusiasm, a religious zeal, and an ex-
alted idealism absolutely essential to the suc-
cess of the enterprise on which they embarked,
The hardships and opposition and discourage-
ments which they encountered called for all the

ferent from that from Egypt. Pharaoh refused
to let Israel go, and pursued after them : but
Cyrus approved their going and encouraged and
belped them in their purpose. And the people
from whom they departed gave them gold and
silver and all needed help. God was unfolding

his larger plans, It was the greatest investment
strength and faith which they represented, They  the Gentile world has ever made. Babylon and
were the new pioneers returning to conquer

2 all the glory of Cyrus's kingdom passed and
again the land of theijr fathers—a conquest pos- were forgotten, It js difficult to find anything
sibly more difficult than that to which the hosts

in the life of the world that has come from
the led by Joshua addressed themselves, But these Babylon, But Jerusalem has endured, The pe-
1ad- second conquerors, and rebuilders of » ruined éstablished worship, the reborn national life, the
ol's leritage, came with a moral discipline more per- collected and ordered sacred literature

which
e fect than that of those who first entered the constitutes the canon of Old Testament Serip-
e promised land, They were cured of idolatry, tures, the centuries of influence proceeding from
L which had been the curse of the nation, They the temple and the Synagogue as places for high-
were prepared to establish a new national order  pgt teaching, the preparation for the birth of
that would embody the best elements of the old Him who was to be the Light of the world—a]|
and yet carry forward to pre ization the divine things were made possible by Cyrus's great
purpose of spiritual revelation which was the

I ) f , and the gold and the silver which he and
divine aim in all his providence over the nation.  his people sent back with the company who pe.

. 6. B And that the company that was to return to turned to restore the ruined city and build again

: l begin the national life over again were divine the Temple Beautiful, Anq the Gentile world

b selected was indicated in verse five of the les- is only beginning to draw its profits from that

wl son, “with all them whose spirit God had great partnership. [Itg future spiritual divi-

wod, nised.”  God was in it all. He stirred up the  dends will be increasingly great,

: v

s THE LESSON PRAYER

i

and Our Father, in the story of the ca,

iel . .

s given to look into the h

the

s ship with all nations, vlon were made thy servants,
ave and thou didst touch their hearts to do thy will. We are debtors to

all men, for the blessings
the help of all.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

o 1 Going away from God is never a part of the
Our return from captivity must follow our return. The farther we wander away the less
nquest of oupr captor, ready we are to return,
on Our great Lord is always doing great things No man is ever a man of might till in sub-
ely [for us, jection to the Almighty,
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No man is ever a great conqueror until he is
conquered by something great,

11

The hope of return is promise of help to re-
turn,

It is easier to go away from God than it is
to come back.

God's mercy is the magnet that brings men
back.

We can get away from God without any help,
but Giod must help us back.

Nin asks us to part with all that is good, but
never gives us any good in return,

ilven misery is merey if it bring us back to

God,
11
If a man will have “staying strength” he

must stay with God,

God gives prophecy of return,

God gives promise of return.

God gives power to return,

Bvery man is in a “Strange land” until he
finds God, the home of his heart.

God often guides men by man,

Nations have often done God's will without
knowing it
The Lord girded Cyrus, though he knew it

not.
v

The crimes of a nation are the aggregate
crimes of individuals,
It is always pagan to wander from God,
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Punishment for sin may prepare the sinner
for salvation.

The history of nations never comes clear tilj
read in the perspective of Providence.

God always wants to help us back if we wan
to get back.

Whatever helps the soul to succeed is sublime
SUCCCsS,

Whatever makes us break with duty is dis
nster.

v

God clings lonz and lovingly to the least lin.
gering vestige of life in the soul.

There is no loneliness like the loneliness of
love,

No good is permanently lost to the good.

Life and love cling forever to the skirts of
God.

Did not hope project itself into another home,
the losses of this earthly life were enough t
sting the soul to madness,

God can make sobs of grief turn to songs of
gladness, Vi

Tears have fertilized the most fruitful fields

Sorrow mingles her portions with bitter-sweet.

Sorrow has wrung from her wine press of wo
the wealth of the world.

Scars must mark the hands that sway seep

ters,
The soul is often like the moonflower, bloow-
ing best in the night.

The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS, J. H, KNOWLES

A man traveling through a dreary country
came upon a cabin where a family of natives
lived, shiftless, ignorant, and poor. In a stone
sot against the broken door to keep it open he
saw a tiny speck which he thought it worth
while to look into. So he brought another stone
from the many lying about, and asked the mis-
tress of the cabin if she would exchange stones
with him. “One’s as good as another,” she said,
indifferently ; so he carried it off to examine,
and found it contained a valuable mineral which
led him finally into possession of a great for-
tune, .

So these chapters of far-off history, and these
long lists of queer, hard names seem dull to you,
one as good as another and none much worth
reading? If you have eyes to see you will find
they contain diamonds of truth sparkling in the
light of God’s eternal faithfulness and love. His
thoughts toward Israel and Judah are his
thoughts toward you and me; thoughts of good
and not of evil, to bring us to an expected end.
Life is not a game of chance. God has a plan;
for every life an “expected” end.

Judah was a captive. By the rivers of Baby-

lon her heart was heavy when she remembered
the homeland. She could not sing the old song
in a strange country. But she could not forget
If she could forget she might be happy even in
a far-away place. But memory haunted her
Never could she dash utterly from sight her own
inheritance, her beautiful temple, the promise of
Jehovah to make of her a great nation. Th
riches, learning, and glittering fascinations of
Babylon could not satisfy, because God had i
tended her for something better. Ile never
meant her to be a slave, but to rule over her
rightful possessions, iicher and more endurint
than Babylon's most alluring dreams. The pait
and wonder of her loss breaks the heart of the
God who loved her. He cries out, “Israel 8
servant? he, a home-born? Why is he spoiled!
Hast thon not procured this unto thyself, in that
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, when be
led thee by the way? O Jerusalem, wash thf
heart from wickedness, that thou mayest b
saved! How long shall thy vain thoughts lodg
within thee? Thy ways and thy doings haw
procured these things unto thee ; thy wickedn

is bitter because it reacheth to thine heart.”
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Yes; it is a heart story. A ecaptive, exile
heart; a soul whose birthright is lost through
rebellion and the worship of false gods ; a heart
never at rest he se God made it for better
things than the world can give, It is a heart,
too, that cannot forget,  There iy always a
haunting memory of something lost,

Is yours a captive, oxile beart? Or are you
at home with God? Do you love to be wher
wishes you to be? D You take for your v,
own the good things he made for you, and are
you living the free, happy life of a child of Gaod,
the heir of all things worth hay ing” 0, do come
out of Babylon, and rule as you have a pright to,
over the inheritance God has given you. You,
aservant?  You, a home-born By birthright
an inheritor of everything your Father ow
Why are you spoiled?  Who has taken your
rights away?  Must You forever be g captive?
No. “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me,
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlagt
g love; . . . the Lord hath redeemed Jacob
and ransomed him from the hand of him that
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Wwas stronger than he.” This was the heart of
God toward Judal in eaptivity ; this is the
heart of God toward you, The seventy years of
exile were not years of chance happening, We
are never out of God's sight, however far we
wander,  Cyrus wis what we call o heathen,
“an outsid =but God used him to bring his
exiles to their own land, He is using people and
circumstances You would not » spect to bring
you into possession of what by right is yours,
God is in every life, eaving, guiding, controlling,
He has not given up the government of (his
world to Satan, though that great Spirit of evil
would have you think S0, If your faith needs
i prop read the forty-fifth chapter of Isaial,

But notice that no one in Babylon was taken
back to Jerusalem by force, Only those went
whose spirits were stirved to go, It js always a
matter of choice, We must ourselves ask the
way to Zion with our faces thitherward, saying,
“Come and let ns Jjoin ourselves to the Lord in
i perpetual covenant that shall not be for-
gotten,”

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. Verse 1,
The Spirit of God,
From heaven descending, dwells in domes of
clay ;

In mode far passing human thought, In'"iguidvn,
Impels, instruets : intense pursuit of good,

And cautious flight of evi , he suggests,

But in such gentle murmurs, that to know

llis heavenly voice we must have done his will,

~—John Hey.

2. Spiritual plowman, sharpen thy plowshare
with the Spirit! Spiritual sower, dip thy seed
in the Spirit, so shall it germinate ; and ask the
Spirit to give thee grace to scatter it, that it
may full into the right furrows! Spiritual war-
tior, whet thy sword with the Spirit, and ask
the Spirit, whose word is a sword indeed, to
strengthen thine arm to wield it—~Spurgeon,

3. Mark the rain that falls from above: {he
sme shower (hat drops out of one eloud in-
easeth sundry plants in a garden, and sey-
emlly, ‘cording to the condition of every plant,

¢ stalk it makes a rose: in another, a vio-

s« e in a third, and sweet in all, So the
Spirit works jts multifarious effects in several

oni, and all according to the increase of
'my Taylor, I
e 3. Pizarro, in his earlier attempts

10 conquer Peru, came to A time when all his
ftgllnw ™S were about to desert him, “Drawing
i traced a line with it from east to

turning toward the south, ‘Friends
s," he said, ‘on’ that side are toil,
ikedness, the drenching storm, deser-
death ; on this side, ease and pleasure,

There lies Pery with all its riches ; hepe, Puna-
ma and its poverty, Choose, each man, as be-
comes a brave Castilian, For my part, 1 g0 to
the south, 8o saying, he stepped across the
line.  One aftby another his followers followed
him.  This was the crisis of Pizarro's fate,
There are moments in the lives of me which, as
they are seized or neglected, decide their future
dvstin_\'.—l’rramll.

5. Verse 4, Some men give so that you are
angry every time you nsk them to contribute,
They give so that their gold and silver shoot you
like a bullet, Other persons give with such
beauty that you remember it gy long as you
iv and Jou say, “It jg a pleasure to £0 to
such men,”  Thepe are some men that give as
springs do: whether You go to them or not, they
are always full ; and your part is merely to put

dish under the ever-flowing stream, Others
BIve Just as a pump does where the well js dry,
and the pump leaks.—Beecher,

Laid on thine altar, O my Lord divine !
Aceept this gift to-day, for Jesus' sake,
Jewels to adorn thy shrine,
v world-famed sacrifice to make ;
lh’n here T bring, within my trembling hand,

Ihis  will of
small ;
And thou alone, 0 Lord, canst understand
How, when I yield thee this, T yield mine all,
Hidden therein thy searching gaze canst see
Struggles of passion, visions of delight,
All that T have, or am, or fain would by
Deep loves, fond hopes, and longings infinite ;

mine—a ‘thing that seemeth
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It hath been wet with tears, and dimmed with
sighs ;
Clinched in my grasp till beauty hath it none !
Now, from thy footstool, where it vanquished
lies,
The prayer ascendeth—May thy will be done!
Take it, O Father, ere my courage fail!
And merge it so in thine own will, that ¢’en
1f in some desperate hour my cries prevail,
And thou give back my gift, it may have been
So changed, so purified, so fair have grown,
8o one with thee, so filled with peace divine,
1 may not know or feel it as mine own,
But, gaining back my will, may find it thine!
Observer.
7. Verse 6. A worthy Quaker who lived in a
country town in England was rich and benevo-
lent, and his means were put in frequent requi-

Lesson Side-Lights

1. Cyrus Guided and Girded by the Almighty.
(1) In Isa. 44. 24-28, and 45. 1-T, there is a
remarkable paragraph which was on record
long before Cyrus had any knowledge of the
true God, and, possibly before he was born.
In this section Jehovah says of Cyrus, “He is
my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleas-
ure: even saying of Jerusalem, She shall be
built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall
be laid.” Then Cyrus is called the “anointed,”
and the promise is made to him: “I will go be-
fore thee, and make the rugged places plain: I
will break in pieces the doors of brass, and cut
in sunder the bars of iron: and I will give thee
the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of
secret places, that thou mayest know that I
am the Lord, which call thee by thy name, even
the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's
sake, and Israel my chosen, T have called thee
by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though
thou hast not known me. I am the Lord, and
there is none else ; beside me there is no God: T
will gird thee, though thou hast not known
me.” This passage, and the allusions which
precede it in chapter 41, in which Cyrvus is
spoken of as “one from the east” and “one from
the north,” suggest to us that the Almighty
had his hand on other nations besides the
Jews; and that he had other chosen leaders
under his influence in addition to Hebrew kings
and prophets, LI

(2) Josephus in his Aatiquities of the Jews,
book xi, chapter ii, has an allusion to this
prophecy of Isaiah which is worth citing, as
reproducing the traditional view and helief in
the case. Speaking of the decree which Cyrus
issued, in regard to the rebuilding of the temple
at Jerusalem, he says: “This was

which Isaiah left behind him: for th

tion of a new one.

known to
Cyrus by his reading the book of ?rophecl!e:
s prophe

[Oct. 15

sition for purposes of local charity or useful-
ness. The townspeople wanted to rebuild their
parish church, and a committee was appointed
to raise funds. It was agreed that the Quaker
could not be asked to subscribe toward an object
so contrary to his principles; but then, on the
other hand, so true a friend to the town might
take it amiss if he was not at least consulted on
a matter of such general interest. So one of
their number went and explained to him their
project ; the old church was to be removed, and
such and s\l(‘h\st(‘]m taken toward the construc-
“Thee was right,” said the
Quaker, “in supposing that my principles woull
not allow me to assist in building a church. But
didst thee not say something about pulling down
a church? Thee -ay’st put my name down for
a hundred pounds.”—Merivale,

and Illustrations

said that God had spoken thus unto him in a
secret vision: ‘My will is, that Cyrus, whom |
have appointed to be king over many and great
nations, send back my people to their own
land, and build .my temple,’ This was fore
told by Isaiah one hundred and forty years be
fore the temple was demolished, Accordingly
when Cyrus read this, and admired the divine
power, an earnest desire and ambition seizel
upon him to fulfill what was so written."”

(3) Dr. Bushnell in one of his volumes of
sermons, in a discourse on “Every Man's Lif
a Plan of God,” uses the text cited above, “I
girded thee, though thou hast not known me”
and says: “This remarkable man, Cyrus, was
designated and named by the prophet, even be
fore he was born, as a chosen foster son of
God. ‘I have surnamed thee, he declares; 'l
have girded thee, though thou hast not known
me.” And what should he be but a model of all
princely beauty, of bravery, of justice, of im-
partial honor to the lowly, of greatness and
true magnanimity in every form, when God has
girded him, unseen, to be the minister of his
own great and sovereign purposes to the na
tions of his time. Something of the same kind
will also be detected in the history and per
sonal consciousness of almost every great and
remarkable character. Christ himself testifie
to the girding of the Almighty when he sas
“To this end was I born, and for this purpost
came I into the world” Abraham was girded
for a particular work and mission, in_what
was denominated his call. ~Joseph, in Heypt.
distinguishes the girding of God's hand when
he comforts his guilty brethren in the assur
ance, ‘So, it was not you that sent me h he\‘i
but God. . . . And these master sp 0
the world are not so much distinguished, gl(lﬂ'
all, by the acts they do, as by the sense itsell
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of some mysterious girding of (he
upon them, whose behests they are
fulfill.”

2. Cyrus's Political Policy., Other motives
in addition to a desire to glorify and obey the
God of Israel moved Cyrus to return the Jows
to their own land, He was meditating an at-
tack on Egypt, and it behooved him to have
Palestine occupied by friendly peoples. He
had also, as Professor Sayce has suggested,
found that it was dangerous to allow a dis-
affected population to remain in one of the
provinces of his empire which was subject to
invasion, in which case the revolting colonists
might unite with the invader—as had occurred
in his favor when he attacked Babylonia. His
predecessors on the throne of Assyria and of
Babylon had been pursuing the policy of de-
porting the tribes which they conquered, de-
nationalizing them, if possible, and planting
them in the regions along the Tigris and
Euphrates. Cyrus, after reviewing the conse-
quences of this policy, concluded to reverse it,

Almighty
set on to

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1 ANN
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and accordingly he sent back to their own
lands not only the Jews but other exiles as
well, thereby securing their loyal devotion and
gratitude, and planting in the lands which had
lain waste for years an indigenous population
friendly to him and at peace with one another.,
Thus the general policy upon which he decided
redounded to the advantage of the exiled Jewish
tribes,  And thus we how the general
providence of the Almighty, in its natural order
of operation, was interwoven with his special
purpose of mercy toward the chosen peopls, In
fact, the entire course of events by which
Cyrus, after twenty years of campaigning, at
last conquered Babylon, and thereby made his
monarchy the greatest thus far in history, and
was brought into contact with the captive Jews,
in the very year when their doomful seventy
years of captivity were ahout to expire, and
was induced almost immediately to take meas-
ures to return them, according to prophecy, to
their own land, is one of the most marvelous
things in ancient annals,

see

The School of Practice

1. In this lesson I see how God stirred up the heart of King

certain things,
whethe:

belped by their gifts those who went. 1 believe |

things ; and this week I will help by my gifts in some work which I ¢

I believe he still prompts men to do special things,
T God 80 prompts my heart to any duty, and if he does T will promptly obey.
2. In the lesson I see that many who did not themselves g0 with tho

Cyrus, and the hearts of the people to do
I will this week carefully consider

8¢ who returned to rebuild Jerusalem
should do this in missionary work and in many other
‘annot do myself,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
cusive,  Kach pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of Intermediate Quarterly, ]
Preparing the Lesson,
llustrative Matorial ; Any pictures of travel
over an Oriental desert. In the Senior Quarterly
are two very clever pen-and-ink sketches of travel
on camel back and A FouNtaIN 1N 1uE DEserr,
sketched by Mr, Woodward, not far from the road
followed by the returning exiles. Show on map
the route from the banks of the Euphrates, near
to which most of the exiled Jews were temporarily
settled, to Jerusalem, An interesting portrait
sculpture of King Cyrus, who permitted the Jews
to return, ig given in the Senior Quarterly, page
. Compare Cyrus’ proclamation with the
liovernor.Gieneral’s Thanksgiving Proclamations
number of utensils mentioned in verse.
due to the character of sacrifi
*hich should be sufficiently explained to
story intelligible. The name Cyrus in

ancient characters (Senior Quarterly, page 207)
Will be of interest,

Connecting Links,

Recall the destruction of Jer
captivity of Judah; Ezekiel's prophecies to the
exiles, and especially his vision of the life-giy-
ing stream ; Daniel in ]inhqun. his trials and
triumphs while still a boy, the writing on the
wall, and the lions’ den.  Picture the lonely
country of Judah, without inhabitants except
poor and helpless people.  Picture the exiles
themselves, settled In-a peaceful and fertile
region, and getting rich; but many of them
steadily longing to return to the Lord's land,
and to worship him there with all their hearts,

Say a word about the books of Ezra ana
Nehemiah, which tell about the return of the
exiles to Judah, and about the building again
of the temple and the walls of Jerusalem,
The Bible should always he presented to the
pupils as a collection of books,

Narrative OQutline,  (For the teacher. [Lan.
guage and detail to he adapted to the pupils. )
The Golden Text: who first wrote it and

sang it? Jews who had been brought back over

the desert from Babylonia to the beloved homes

of their ancestors in and near to Jerusalem.
It was Jehovah, our God, who brought them

usalem and the
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back. Ile had told the prophet Jeremiah that
he would (Jer. 25. 11, 12; 29, 10). Jeremiah
was dead now ; but God's Word cannot die,

Verses 1-4: When Jehovah was ready to
bring his people back he first made the great
King Cyrus, who reigned over many lands and
peoples, feel kind toward the Jews. The king-
dom of Cyrus was very great; it included what
on our school geography maps are called Tur-
key (in Asia), Persia, Afghanistan, and
Beluchistan, He sent heralds through all
these regions, wherever Hebrew exiles dwelt, to
tell them that God had charged him to rebuild
the temple in Jerusalem, and to invite Hebrews
everywhere to join in the work. People of
other races were invited to “give a lift” (verse
4, literally) to every Jew who was willing to
return—to make contributions of money for

, the building of the temple, and of donkeys and
camels and other things needed to help him to
go across the desert. When they all came to-
gether to start they had 736 horses, 245 mules,

435 camels, and 0,720 asses. Cyrus himself

made a “freewill offering” for the temple of

gold and silver.

Verses 5-11: God not only touched the heart
of King Cyrus; he stirred up the spirit of many
influential Jews to cross the desert to rebuild
the temple. The people of other races helped
liberally, Cyrus restored the treasures of the
old temple. Sheshbazzar commanded the exiles
on their return. A plain description of the
journey over the desert will profoundly impress
the children.

Suggested  Generalization.,
statement to pupils.)

1. The inevitable fulfillment of God's Word—
a truth capable of the most varied illustration,
from the Bible and from daily life.

2, God makes all Hunna work together for
uuml to his children. Jven the exile of the
Jews, which was their punishment, at the end
Iuwnm(- an advantage.

What good deeds we cannot do ourse ves
we slmuld assist others in doing.

4. Golden Text: No virtue graces character
or is more pleasing to God than does thankful-
ness, appreciation, and acknowledgment of
favors received.

Memory Verse (Golden Text) : “The Lord hath
done great things for us; whereof we are
glad” (Psa. 126, 3).

Neholars' Home Work.

Advance Work: Read the LeTTer for next
Sunday. Memorize the Golden Text of Les-
son IV,

Review Work : Write down, and return next
Sunday, the Golden Texts of Lessons I, 1L
and

(Adapt form of

The Intermediate Grade

| For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive.  Each pupil, if possible, should be

[Oet. 15

supplied with a copy of the Senior Quar
terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf.]

Preparing the Le

Illustrative Mat : Helpful pictures are to
be found in the Senior and Intermediate Quar.
terlies. No attempt should be made to teach
this lesson without a map, which should show
both Babylon and Jerusalem. Compare sug
gestions for illustration in THE JUNIOR GRADE
Constructing the Lesson,

Study the LESSON ANALYSIS, Woum
Stupies, LessoN ExposiTiON, HEART Tk
and ScuooL or PRACTICE. Observe how the
printed lesson passage divides naturally after
verse 4.

Teaching the Lesspn.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline: Iy
two or three sentences survey the Oapiivity
(better called the Exile). 1. Its causes—uioral
and political ; 2. Its characteristics—the down
fall of Judah, the circumstances of the exiles,
the psalms of captivity; 3. Its effects on the
moral and national sense of the Jews.

THE
DAWN 9‘

ATIpNAL

-

FROM
BABYLOMN
o > IONJ

Our Blackboard plan will be of service in
teaching the lesson. Reproduce it in the clas
on slates or pads. If difficulty is found in
drawing the hills, the pathway, or the sun
burst omit them. In no case let any drawing
be done in the class; but the inscription should
he written or pl‘ll‘ll(-‘d by each pupil during the
lesson hour, as suggested below, the teacher
directing attention exclusively, if possible, 0
the contents of the inscription: for this
a lesson in wmmx, but in mt'llloll?ln. and
thinking. The inscription will be found to con.
tain a satisfactory statement of the facts of
the lesson and an impressive index to it

spiritual tmr-hnmx After having brought ont
the facts in pictorial fashion, have the last four
words written on the pads: From Babylon
Zion.

The proclamation of Cyrus, the outset of (¢
returning Jews, their journey westward acros
the desert, their arrival at Jerusalem, and th
forlorn condition of that (m shonld all le
made plain before placing vmp)umu on the his
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toric fact contained in the first
Dawn of a National Life,

(When this is first written omit the letters
EW.) Show how beautifully these returning
exiles symbolize the coming of souls to Christ,
Draw a line through ATIONAL, and place
EW above it. We now study the beginning of
the divine life in the human soul, This also
involves a Jjourney—a journey from sin and
selfishness to God, The usage of the chureh
through the ages has spiritualized the meaning
of BABYLON and ZION, so that there will be
no difficulty in applying the spiritual truth to
the class, At the bottom of the pad inscribe
the Golden Text,

words, The

THE LORD HATH DONE GREAT
THINGS FOR US,

and show how true this is in the case of each
pupil, how abundantly true it may be,

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen,
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied with
a copy of the Senior Quarterly. ]

The period of the Jewish exile is one of the
most important in history. In two generationg
the motive and characteristics of the Hebrew
were deeply changed, The idolatrous propen-
sities which had clung to the race from Jacob's
time suddenly died, Reverence for the Book
and for the rabbi gradually outrivaled rever-
‘uce for immediate communion with God, and
the synagogue came to be as revered as the
temple.  The modern Jew—the Jew of com-
merce and svholm'ship-mny be said to have
been born in the Babylonian exile; the nation
that repeopled southern Palestine, while g true
descendan! of that which had been exiled, had
an entirely new individuality, which has never
since been lost, Then, too, the Jews who did
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not return became almost as influential over
later generations as the Jew that did; with the
exile the Jew of the dispersion eame into be-
ing.  Meanwhile Babylon had been destroyed,
About 549 B. (. Cyrus had overthrown the
Median empire, and soon thereafter estal)-
lished his power over most of Asig Minor, and
about 538 he subjugated Babylon. No one
could have watched these changes with more
intelligent and devout interest than the Jew,
familiar with the prophecies, The policy of
Cyrus was gentle, He sought to pac y the
agitated races that he found in his newly con-
quered domains, and readily opened a way for
the return of the Jews to their own land,

Several lines for illuminating study converge
in oup printed verses, 1. Concerning Cyrus,
From books of history and of reference revive
your knowledge of the character of this won-
derful man, by what means ho acquired his
great empire; and the effect of his religion on
the Jews, 2, Concerning Propheey, Read
carefully Isa, chapters 13, 14, and 21, ana Jer,
50 and 51. Note that in Isa, chapters 40-48
Jehovah's servant is no longer the warrior,
championing the cause of the Lord of hosts, hut
the Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief
who would win the world to God by sacrificing
himself, That the passages have a divect Mes-
sianie bearing should not he allowed to conceal
their revelations concerning the radical change
in Jewish character, and the part that change
afterward played in preparation for the Mes-
3. God’s providence in bringing to the
throne of western Asia at this Juncture a man
of Cyrus's personal traits and governmental
ideals. 5. The Return Across the Desert, The
chief purpose of those who returned ; the at-
titude of those who remained ; why most of the
returning exiles belonged to the tribe of Judah;
the building of the temple. Compare Psa, 60,
126, 129, .

The Responsive Review
1. What was the purpose of the proclamation made by Cyrus? 7o rebuild the temple of the true God in

Ferusalem,
1id Cyrus send back to Jerusalem?

‘ay after their return? GoLpex TEXT: “ The Lord hai

2. Who led the way in the return? 7% chicf men of Judah and the priosts and Levites, 3, What
f the house of the Lord,
th, ete,

4. What did the happy people

The Church Catechism,

58. What kinds of prayer are enjoined in the Scriptures? We are taught in the Beriptures to pray in

Private, in our families, and publicly in the house of God.

Matthew vi, g, But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
tothy Father which {s in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly,

Joshua xxiv, 15, And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom you will serve;
hether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites,
1 whose land ye dwell ; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
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lStud! Ezra 3. 1 to 4. 5. Read Ezra chapters
5 and 6 and Hag. chapters 1 and 2
Ezra 8. 10 to 4. 5 [Commit to memory verses 10, 11]

10 And when the builders laid the founda-
tion of the temple of the Lorp, they set the
})ripsm in their apparel with trumpets, and the
se'vites the sons of A'saph with cymbals, to
praise the Logrp, after the ordinance of Da'vid
king of Is'ra-el.

11 And they sang together by course in prais-
ing and giving thanks unto the Lorp; because
he is good, for his mercy endureth forever
toward Is'ra-el. And all the people shouted
with a great shout, when they praised the
Lorp, because the foundation of the house of
the Lokrp was laid.

12 But many of the priests and Le'vites and
chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that
had seen the first house, when the foundation
of this house was laid before their eyes, wept
with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for

joy:

13 So that the people could not discern the
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the
weeping of the people: for the people shouted
\\}th a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar
off.
1 Now when the adversaries of Ju'dah and
Ben’ja-min heard that the children of the cap-
tivity builded the temple unto the Lorp God of
Is'ra-el ;

2 Then they came to Ze-rub’ba-bel, and to the
chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us
build with you: for we seek your God, as ye
do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the (lnfa
of E’sar-had’don king of As’sur, which brought
us u%hithvl',

8 But Ze-rub’ba-bel, and Jesh'u-a, and the
rest of the chief of the fathers of Is'ra-el, said
unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to
build an house unto our God; but we ourselves
together will build unto the Lorp God of Is'-
ra-el, as king Cy'rus the king of Per’sia hath
commanded us.

4 Then the people of the land weakened the
hands of the people of Ju'dah, and troubled
them in building,

5 And hired counselors against them, to frus-
trate their purpose, all the days of Cy’rus king
of Per'sia, even until the reign of Da-ri'us king
of Per'sia.
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LESSON IV. Rebuilding the Temple
GOLDEN TEXT. The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. I Cor. 3. 17. 1. Holy
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10 And when the builders laid the foundation
of the temple of Jehovah, they set the priests
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites
the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise Je
hovah, after the order of David king of Is
11 And they sang one to another in praising
and giving thanks unto Jehovah, saying, For e
is good, for his loving-kindness endureth for
ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted
with a great shout, when they praised Jehovah
because the foundation of the house of Jehovah
was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Le
vites and heads of fathers’ houses, the old mey
that had seen the first house, when the founda-
tion of this house was laid before their eyes
wept with a loud voice; and many shoutel
aloud for joy: 13 so that the people could no

el
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noise was heard afar off.

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah anl
Benjamin heard that the children of the cap
tivity were building a temple unto Jehovah, the
God of Israel; 2 then they drew near to Zerul
babel, and to the heads of fathers' houses, an
said unto them, Let us build with you; for we
seek your God, as ye do; and we sacrifice unn
him since the days of Esar-haddon king of As
syria, who brought us up hither. 3 But Zerub:
babel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of
fathers' houses of Israel, said unto them, Ye
have nothing to do with us in building a hous
unto our God; but we ourselves together wil
build unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, as king
Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us
4 Then the people of the land weakened the
hands of the people of Juaah, and troubled them
in building, and hired counselors against
them, to frustrate their purpose, all the
Cyrus sing of Persia, even until the reig
Darius king of Persia,
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M. Worship commenced. Fzra 3. 1-9.
Tu. Rebuilding the Temple. Eazra 3. 10 to 4. 5.
W. Opposition. Ezra 4. 6-16,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 21,
The Church's one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her )

The Lesson Hymns

Gently us iife’s setting sun.

Home Readings Th. The building stopped. Izra 4. 17 (8) The o

[Furnished by the International Bible Reading F.  Prophecy of gladness. Jer. 33. MH' The priests wy
Sosistion] 8. I,nmu.ng' for God’s house, Psa._ 4 Wind instrume:

The living temple, 1 Cor. 3. 6-17. (Levites ) ’
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Time.—B. C. 536. Place.~Jerusalem.

New Canadian Hymnal,
With euy
Which

. No. 286,
we hail the sacred day
God has called his own

She is his new creation. With joy the summons we obey. N
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 321, OTE.-
Softly fades the twﬂl&ht ray Tici
Of the holy Sabbath day ; NTERVENING

of tribes and fan
Babylonia to Jer

*The Revised Version, copyrighted 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons.
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Questions for' Senior Scholars

1. Holy Sorrow and Holy Joy (v. 10-13),—
What did the builders do? What had become
of the former temple? What was the work of
the priests? What was the work of the Le-
vites? What was the “ordinance of David”?
Why did the people praise the Lord? Why
should we praise him?  Ave more responses
advisable in our religious services ¥ Why did
the people weep? Are the former days better
than the present? 1

2. Temptation and Resistance (ve 1-5)—

Who came to tempt the Israelites? Why did
the adversaries not wish the temple erected ?
In what form did the temptation come? Sthould
we work in reforms with all who would work
with us? \\'hu; principle should guide us in
accepting or refusing aid in Christian work ?
How were the Israelites troubled in building ¥

"ho were the hired counselors?  What is bri
bery?  Can there be bribery without mone
What does the New | Stament say of God's
temple (GoLpex TEXT.)

Questions for Intermediate Schofars

1. The Foundation of the Temple Laid (v.
10-13).—How long had the Jews made prepa-
ration for building the temple ? \\'il}l what
ceremonies was the foundation begun? How
were the older men nﬂ‘ectml}( the younger men?

2. The Design of Enemies (v. 1-5),—~Who

were the adversaries or enemies of the Jews?
* What offer did they make to the Jews? What
was their real purpose? Did they tell the
truth when they said they worshiped the God

whom the Jews worshiped? Tel] the rest of the
story,

Questions for Younger Scholars

Where did the Jews 80 when they left Baby-
lon? What made their hearts glad? 74 think
they were going back to the city of God, In
what condition did they find the city? In
ruins.  Who had destroyed it? Nebuchadnes-
sar, scventy years before, What had become of
the beautiful temple? It was thrown down,

What did they begin at once to do? To build
an altar and to worship God. What was the
first work they did on the Lord's house? They
laid the foundations, Why did the people re-
Joice when they came back? Why “did some
weep?  What showed their love for the Lord?
The willingness to work,

The Lesson Analysis

L Introductory (Ezra 2. 1 to 3. 9).

(a) The list of the people who returned to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple is given,
(b) Jeshua (Joshua) was the chief of their
priests, and Zerubbabel (possibly he who was
called  Sheshbazzar in our last lesson) was
chief governor, (¢) Before building the temple
the returning Jews erected an altar and pe-
simed sacrificial worship.  (d)They began the
work of gathering the material for the temple,
and imported much of it from Lebanon by way
of Joppa, (e ) Jeshua, the chief priest, had the
oversight of the workmen,

1 1. Holy Sorrow and  Holy Joy
0-13),

(a) The corner-stone-laying service, (b
The priests were robed in white and sounded
wind instruments, (¢) Other religious officers
(Levites) answered them with rhythmical in-
Struments of percussion, (d) They samg an-
tiphonally, one party responding to the other,
(¢) Their song was of thanks to Jehoval “be-
‘ause he is good, for his mercy endureth fop-

(verses

ever.”  (f) The musjc Was so strong and so
impressed the feelings of the people that they
shouted with joy. (g) But many of those who
had seen the original temple wept with a loud
voice. (h) The shouts of Jjoy and the noise of
weeping could not be distinguished,

IIL. Temptation and Resistance (verses 1-5),

(@) The foreign people who during the years
of exile had been settled in the land of 1srael
did not in their hearts welcome the Jews back.
(b) 'l‘hqy recognized that the rebuilding of the
temple’ in  Jerusalem would be a fipst step
toward the reorganization of the nation, (¢)
ll,\'pm‘ﬁtimll},\' they came to Zerubbabel, and
offered to join the Jews in building the temple,
(d) claiming that they had been consistent wor-
shipers of Jdehovah, (e) Zerubbabel and Jeshua
and their colleagues refused to allow them to
participate in the I)ml(ling of the temple,
(f) From that time the Gentiles interfered
with them, and weakened their hands, (g) hir-

Ing counselors against the Jews all through the
reign of Cyrus,

The Lesson Word Studies

NoTE.—These Word Studies for this lesson are based on the text of the Revised Version,

INTERVENING EVENTS—Chapter 2 is devoted largely to an enumeration of the

principal men and heads

of tribes and families, priests, Levites, and others, who accompanied the caravan of returning exiles from

Babylonia o Jerusalem. In Kzra 2, 6466 the number of |

sraelites returning is stated as 42,360 plug 7,887
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servants and maids, making the total of 49,607 persons. Of this number there were 200 ‘‘singing

wen and women,’” that is, pr | singers, This

pied some months.
tuted '‘all the set feasts of Jehovah that were

y took with them 8,186 beasts of burden, of

which 6,720 were asses, 786 horses, 435 camels, and 245 mules. The first thing necessary after the arrival of
the caravan at Jerusalem was the choosing and establishing of homes by the returning exiles. This occu
At last in the seventh month the people reassembled in Jerusalem and at once reinsti

d.” The b of the actual work of the

rebuilding of the temple was not so simple a matter.

Verse 10. They set—That is, those in
charge of the building set the priests. Some
ancient manuscripts read, “The priests stood.”

Their apparel—The dress of the priests
consisted of short breeches (Exod. 28, 42)
made of fine linen; a long coat with sleeves
also made of fine linen; a girdle, woven of the
same colors that were in the veil before the
Holy Place; a cap of linen, On their feet they
wore nothing (comp. Exod. 3. 5; 39. 27-20;
Josh, 5. 15).

Sons of Asaph with cymbals—For the

i of instr al music to the Le-
vites by David and of the cymbals specially to
the sons of Asaph, compare 1 Chron. 25. 1
with 1 Chron, 16. 4, 5 and 25, 6.

11. They sang ome to amnother—Prob-
ably, as has been the traditional interpretation,
this refers to antiphonal singing in which two
choirs sang alternate phrases in response to
each other., Such psalms as 136; 24. 7-10;

. 106; 107; 118 were suited especially to such
rendering. Our limited knowledge, however,
concerning early Jewish music makes it im-
possible to speak authoritatively with regard
to what music was used and how it was
rendered.

“For he is good, for his loving-kind-
ness endureth forever toward Israel”—
These words are probably not a quotation
from the J)salms, but rather a liturgical re-
sponse used at sacred festivals, upon which the
well-known psalm, Psa, 136, was itself based.
This verse is a marked fulfillment of the
prophecy, Jer. 33. 10, 11, which compare,

12. &ld men that had seen the first
house—The “first house” refers to Solomon’s
temple, which had been destroyed in 586 B. C.,
fifty-one years before. Kven sixteen years later
the prophet Haggai (2. 3) could still appeal to
some who had seen the former temple,

Wept with a loud voice—In their ex-
treme sorrow because of the comparative in-
significance of the house being erected to the

former temple in its glory.
The Lesson

INsPIRATION OF HiGH IDEALS
These returned exiles, who undertook to re-
store a ruined land and build again a national
capital and a national temple, were inapired

Cedars of Lebanon and prepared stones were neces
sary, and it was two years and two months longer before the actual work of the building could be begun
Qur lesson story begins with the events accompanying the laying of the foundation of the temple.

13. Could not discern the noise of the
shout of joy from the mnoise of the
w i of the people—A most marked
difference of effect which the inauguration of
the building had upon the younger people, on
the one hand, and the older people, on il
other.

Verse 1. The adversaries of Judakh
and Benjamin—The Samaritans living just
to the north, called adversaries by anticipation,

2. Since the days of Esar-haddon,
king of Assyria—Esar-haddon was the son
and successor of Sennacherib. In the year 477
B. C. Sidon had revolted from the suthiovity of
Babylonia, but was promptly captured and de-
stroyed, and another city, called “Tne City of
Asar-haddon,” was built in its place, This nex
city, together with the surrounding country,
was colonized with captives from Elam anl
Babylonia, and of these captives many settlel
as_far south as the region which we know as
Samaria. The descendants of these colonists,
who had intermarried with the remmant o
Jews still dwelling in the country, were o
mixed race, adhering partly to the relizion of
the Jews and partly to that of the land from
which the colonists had come. Because of the
fact that they were not Jews of pure descent
the returned exiles would have nothing to do
with them.,

4, Weakened the hands of the people
of Judah—Put obstacles in their way, hin
dered them in their enterprise in every wanner
nossible,

5. Hired counselors against them to
frustrate their purpose—Men who, for
pay, made false representations before the king
concerning the purposes and work of the Jews
at Jerusalem,

arius king of Persia—Not to he con
fused with “Darius the Median” of Dan. 5. 3
The king here referred to was the third ruler
after Cyrus and _the reorganizer or (second)
founder of the Persian empire. He reigned
from 522 to 485 B. C.

Exposition

by high ideals. Those ideals lifted them out of
everything that was selfish and sordid and made
them capable of all necessary labor and sacti
fice. The end aimed at was so great :m«{
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worthy that the cost of its attainment, however
great, was relatively small, We must exercise
the historical imagination and reconstruct the
situation, and put ourselves in the place of
those hecoic men, and realize something of
what must have heen their feelings, or we will
read this history to very little purpose. Read
imaginatively and coldly the story will he dull;
hut if we can enter into the heart of it, and
feel the power of the ideals which moved and
inspired the hearts of that company that rpe-
turned to their homeland that had been desolate
and waste “or seventy vears, it will stir us with
the thrill of the highest romance, Those men
did things of the kind that have made human
history glorious, and without which history
would be a tame and insipid tale. For about
the only things worth recording are the things
which men have done under the inspiration of
ideals so great as to lift their lives out of
selfishness,

NATIONAL E

THUSIASM

The story of the rebuilding of the temple and
of Jerusalem is an illustration of g fine and
noble type of national enthusiasm, which is but
another term for patriotism., The spirit of
Judaism thrilled each individual heart. They
felt the pride of national history, There were
the traditions of their origin, the annals of the
patriarchs, the deathless story of the deliver-
ince from Egypt: there were the achievements
of their great kings, David the warrior and
Nolomon the wise ; and mingled with their civie
pride and patriotism there was a deep spirit of
religious exultation. For the thing which made
their national history lllliql]v was its rv'l_igin.ms
character.  Religion was from the beginning
the soul of their national life, 'l‘!n-y were a
people divinely raised up. and their God had
led them, and protected them, and rewarded
md punished them: and their overthrow and
exile had been because of their unfaithfulness
to Jehovah, and they we permitted to rerurn,
after seventy years of discipline, that they
might establish ‘again his worship. Th spirit,
therefore, which animated them was a <-omhmq-
tion of the two deepest and strongest senti-
ments by whi the hv-nrl.s of men are in-
spired—patriotism and religions zeal, Both of

these sentiments prompt men to the noblest
(deeds,

CONFESSION AND ATONEME

It points to the first essential in
that the peturned exiles began their w )
setting up the great altar of sacrifice on its old
foundation in ‘the midst of the ruins of the
temple, anq instituting thereon the aneient
burnt offerings  morning and evening  (Kazra
32 °3). That was a national confession and
\onement,  First of all they needed to effect
feconciliation with God and to have the as-
fsirance of his favor, The t altar was the
thing of supreme importance iy the temple he-
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cause it stood for the idea of atonement ; and
the idea of atonement was of highest interes
because men having sinned requirved pardon and
reconciliation. Other parts of the temple could
wait, therefore, but the altar of sacrifice they
felt must be set up at once. And the alrar of
sacrifice, the idea of confession and atonement,
is still the essential thing in religion, The
primary fact to he kept in mind is that men
are sinners and need pardon and reconciliation
with God, We must set up this great altar,
which with us is the cross of Jesus Christ, first
of all, Religion has other important elements,
hut the atonement is the central and funda-
mental thing, Set up the altar first; build up
the complete temple of religion about that,

VALUE oF RevriGious CEREMONIAL

The returned exiles hore testimony to (e
value of religious ceremonial. They began at
once the observance of the religious festivals
required by their law, “They kept also the
feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and of-
fered the daily burnt offerings by number, ac
cording to the custom, as the duty of every day
required ; and afterward offered the continual
burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of
all the set feasts of the Lord” (8, 4, 5). Re-
ligious ceremonial was an important agency for
religious education with the Jews. It was a,
system of impressive object lessons bringing
home repeatedly to the minds of the people the
reat facts of spiritual importance in their na-
tional history and expressing the fundamental
doctrines of their national theology, And re-
ligious ceremonials have always been an im-
portant factor in the spiritual history of the
world, Ritual has served, when properly em-
ployed, as a vreligious stimulug as well as g
means of instruction, It has been misused and
made harmful by being thought of ag an end
rather than as a _means, killing out rather than
kindling spirituality.  On the other hand,
freme reactions against religious ceremonial,
which have rendered public worship barren and
cold, have been almost ag unfortunate as ex-
cessive ritualism. The spiritual, life of society
StH]l needs the help of that religions habit

which established and generally observed occle-
slastical services represent,

LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION

A mob or a crowd does nothing but mischief
or folly. Fifty thousand people of average in-
telligence and “good desires would be impotent
without the guidance of a leader to give direc-
tion and concentration to their efforts, The
history of the returned exiles illustrates this.
They had their lead, who had highest an-
thority and responsibility, Zerubbabel was
their commander in chief (3, 8). But a leader
can accomplish but little without organization.
He must have those who will understand his
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plans and who will coiiperate in carrying them
out, Organization is to the leader what the
body is to the intelligence and the will—it car-
ries his thought and purpose out to all the
extremities and details of an undertaking,
This appears very perfectly in the enterprise
of the rebuilding of the temple. The organiza-
tion was complete from the superinteuding
chief down to what in our modern phrase we
would call the “boss” in charge of a group of
workmen. And at last that very subordinate
official was very important, for he represented
the point of contact with the actual work. If
he had failed “to set forward the work of the
house of the Lord” the whole undertaking
would have failed, God's work now requires
leadership and organization. But its success

depends not simply on the men at the head, but
upon fidelity down the whole line,
must

A leader
have prompt following or he can do noth-
If we may use a word not in the diction-
we might say that success in all great en-
terprises requires two things—Ileadership and
“followship”—and it is hard to say which is
the more important,

TRUMPETS AND TROWELS

There is a story of Napoleon, how in the
famous passage of the Alps he came to a com-
pany of his soldiers who had tried again and
again to drag a heavy piece of artillery up a
steep and difficult pass, and who stood dis-
couraged and helpless, feeling that it could not
be done. The emperor summoned his chief mu-
sician and commanded him to have played the
most inspiring selection he could make. When
the band struck up the thrilling music the tired
and disheartened soldiers were renewed in
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strength, and with shouts carried the gun uy
the heights. The leader there at Jerusalen
who had charge of that hard task of rebu:lding
the temple understood human nature as well 4
Napoleon. The man with the trumpet and tle
cymbal is often quite as important as the map
with the hammer and the trowel. The Frenc
it is announced, have abolished the drum froy
their armies. The first war they have wil
probably show this to have been a mistake, |\
man who inspires a hundred men to fight dow
more than if he himself carried a gun. The
chief thing in war and in work is to maintain
enthusiasm. That was what the men with th
cymbals and trumpets and songs did there at
the laying the foundations of the temple. Aul
now very often in our churches we most nee
those who know how to thrill and inspire u
and set us shouting while we work.

FALSE FRATERNITY

The people who asked to join with the re
turned exiles in rebuilding the temple were s
mongrel race, more pagan than Jewish, anl
whose religion was three fourths idolatry
They wished to fraternize and be recognized a
equal. That would have dragged the Jews b
into idolatry again, and lost all the spiritul
gains of the captivity. The refusal to frater
nize with them would be denounced by many
now as narrow and bigoted. But it was a mat
ter of self-preservation. And it is doubtiu
now whether, in fraternizing with those wh
agree with us in many secondary things hut
disagree with us in the fundamentals of [aith
we are not indulging a false sentiment to the
hindrance of the truth. Principle should nevr
be surrendered to sentiment.

ing into the spirit of thy service.

THE LESSON PRAYER

We thank thee, our heavenly Father, that thou hast ever great
enterprises with which to task the strength and test the courage of thy
church. In every generation and in every land thou hast called the
strongest and the bravest to gird themselves for work and for war.
Give us to see the greatness and the urgency of the work that lies be-
fore us, and may our hearts kindle with holy enthusiasm as we see how
wide and gracious are thy purposes to the working out of which thou
art summoning us. Into thy great designs we would merge our lives,
and be saved from the pettiness and sordidness of selfishness by enter-

Amen,

The Lguon

that it is God's fane.

My soul is God's candle, my body his temple.
I cannot disrespect my flesh when I know

Coin Thoughts

The superstructure cannot stand unless
foundation be of the Lord.

Service is the only coin that pays the dei
of duty.
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We may learn some good lessons from bad
men.

The single-eyed saint sees more than the
argus-gyed world,

To be shrewd is the world’s standard, to be
fruc is the true standard must be brief,

Single-hearted service multiplies the most, He is the best ruler whom the best rules,

Even a savings bank may do a losing busi-
ness,

79

We never find the kernel till we break
through the shel),

Doing good is the only thing that is worth
doing.

The career of evil may be brilliant, but jt

v
The man who steals a penny cannot be If we could see mere we should sing more,
trusted with a dollar, - You can never arrive at good by going the
Christian  reflectors  throw nothing but Wrong d}"‘“‘““'“ )
light. Material brosperity may pave the way to
11 moral poverty,
No man who lives falsely sees truly. The loam of human life needs no tilling to
Humility stoops, but it wcales the heights, 8row tares.

The power that lifts personality must be Everything in nature is “after its kind"; so
Abhe [
within ““’l /“"'””';' ful £ He ' ¢ i is everything in human nature,
|ivll¢‘l ::) :lh:\“;i‘i:vh:-‘:“ ul for the lower law to Many a truth has been lost on the mind that
" No man is kingly til} he serves the “King of was not ready for it,
kings." i N . He who takes care of the seeds of trees will
,“l"f O.f““““‘ ’l".‘.""l """""“"“_ 8 ”3‘1'0”“'_‘!"‘_" tar- take care of the seeds of trath, g
i L l:l by :]Illlinli)ng '0"‘: ‘:i"l‘l’l‘l’:’.“: I8 never tar Be not baffled by thy failure ; honest effort is
ished by s p ite il viotote
Death strips a man of all but his character, itself moral vactory. E
No-man can be weak when his strength is V
in the Lord,

To hear God speak once, it were worth while
I to listen a whole lifetime
Love’s commandments are never grievous to

Often we do not see till the glory of the
lovers, scene is gone,
Love would consume itself in feeding others, God will appear to him who really wants to
God cannot be counted out of any moral see him,
transaction, The greatest gift is the giver,
T'o drive out darkness, let in the light. The envelope of the flesh ought to bear the
The eyes may look, but it is the soul that stamp of the spirit,
sces,

Let us banish all trash from God's temples.
The Lesson Heart Talk

EY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES
It was a desolate, orphan life in the land of upon the
captivity ; there was no visible manifestation of prophets, J
Jehovah's presence, God had not forgotten or  corner stone; in whom all the building fitly
forsaken them, but there was no meeting place  framed together groweth unto a holy temple
with him, Their song Dbeside the rivers of in the Lord for a habitation of God through
Babylon was always of the ruined temple ; “our  the Spirit.” It means this for us if we have
holy and our beautiful house, where our fa- come home to God; out of the world, away
thers praised thee, is burnt up with fire, and from the sin that held us captive. It was an
all our pleasant things are laid waste.,” But orphan life there, God never forgot us; but we
now they have come home, captives no longer, had no meeting place with him. We were
exiles no more, and the old-time gladness of aliens; foreigners ; “lost sheep of the house of

.

foundation of the apostles and
esus Christ himself being the chief

God's presence was again to be known. 0, Israel,”

happy day! No wonder all the people shouted “Far out on the mountains cold and bare,
with a great shout when the foundation of the Away from the tender shepherd’s ite g
temple of the Lord was laid.  And what is this - i »

0 me? Have you and I any real interest in  But we have come back to the fold now. We
this jubilee in long-ago Judea? Does it mean are not exiles any longer, We are part of the
anything to us? Yes; it means what Saint household of God, In Christ Jesus we who
Paul wrote to the Ephesian believers: “Now once were far off are made near by the blood
therefore you are mno more strangers and  of Christ. And now the rebuilding of the
foreigneps, but fellow citizens with the saints spiritual temple begins. We are to be a habita-
ind of the household of God; and are built tion of God through the Spirit.
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The builders rejoiced when the foundation of
the temple was laid. “Other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Christ
Jesus. Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation,
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone,
a sure foundation.” This is why Christians
are glad; they know whom they have believed,
and they sing while the temple walls go up be-
cause they know nothing can move the founda-
tion on which it is built. On this foundation
the building “grows” into what the great Archi-
tect designed it to be,

The temple distinguished Israel from all
other nations: the soul-temple built upon faith
in Jesus the Redeemer and Saviour, dis-
tinguishes a true Christian from the world.
Jesus told the woman at the well in Samaria
that the time would come when no material
temple would be needed, but everywhere men
would worship the Father in spirit aund in
truth ; the soul would be the Holy Place where
the light of the Spirit would shine; where the
living bread from heaven would satisfy ; where
the incense of prayer would rise with the inter-
cession of the Great High Priest; and where
there would be no veil of separation froin the
immediate presence of God—"which temple ye
are,”

The prophet, in a vision, saw healing waters
issuing from the temple; waters that cured
bruises and sores. So, from every smll-lt:mé)le
where God dwells, a purifying, healing influ-
ence goes out to bless the world. It makes one
hetter just to think of a beautiful, unselfish
life. here is one who has been called “the
hest-loved woman in the world” because of her
unosterftatious, ceaseless devotion to the wel-
fare of others. She never talks of her own
good works, but there are thousands blessing
Helen Gould in their hearts for her wise and
joving ministries. The sweetest of all I have
heard said of her I think is this: A brakeman

1.
All are architects of Fate,
Working in these walls of Time:
Some with massive deeds and great,
Some with ornaments of rhyme.

Nothing useless is, or low ;
Bach thing in its place is best:
And what seems but idle show
Strengthens and supports the rest,

For the structure that we raise,
Time is with material filled :
Our to-days and ynntorda,\'s
Are the blocks with which we build,

Build to-day, then, strong and sure,
With a firm and ample hase ;

The Lesson in Literature and Art

'"HOOL BANNER " [Oet. 'z

on a railroad said, “She asked me about uy
life, and 1 made up my mind to clean up and
live better.,”

The rebuilt temple is a symbol not guly of
the soul restored, but also of redeemed hu
manity brought back to faver and fellowshiy
with God; a symbol of the church compleind
and perfected, built upon the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner
stone. Ye also, as living stones, are bu:lt up
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to offer
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.  The temple was built of stope
“made ready before it was brought thither”
So we, the living stones, are made ready, «ach
for its own setting in the great spiritnal house,
Hammer. chisel, and friction for polishing
shape and beautify each one for its intended
place. Strong souls that have borne much and
have overcome, and beem made, like Jesus, per
fect through suffering, ave made pillars in the
house of God.

I do not quite know what that means, hnt |
think it means they have places of great honor
and responsibility in the heavenly kingdom e
cause God knows they can be trusted. Never
mind, then, the sorrow that cuts, the trial that
shapes, the discipline that polishes, only so that
we are ready for our place in the holy Jern
salem descending out of heaven from God, hay
ing the glory of God: whose light i ke unwo
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stom
clear as crystal, and whose foundations an
garnished with all manner of precious siones
It is no play of fancy. God’s chiseled, cui, and
polished ones will be the glory and the joy of
Jesus in heaven, Think of it! the foundati
of the perfected :q‘nrgnml building, the glorifi
church—the foundation, Jesus, garnished with
all manner of precious stones! Does it really
mean that even you and 1 may add to his gl
in the presence of the angels forever?

And ascending and secure
Shall to-morrow find its place,
— Lonafellow,

2. Verses 11, 12. 'The devil cannot stand
music.—Luther.

8. The foot always steps more lightly anl
willingly when there is a band of music it

front.—David Swing.

4, When troubles come, go at them with
son| When griefs avise, sing them down
Lift the voice of praise against cares Tl

sing in heaven, and among God's
earth: song is the appropriate Jangunge of
Christian fwllnz.—lh‘w-ya'r.

5. Amphion . . . ig one of the most [
mons of mythical musicians, Having hecon
king of Thebes, it is said that when he plavd
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on his lyre, stones woved of their own ac ord,
and took their places in the wall, with which
he was fortifying the city—Guyley's Classic
Myths,

6. The music of art is hut the imitation of
the music of nature:
in the winds, joy in
welody

there are voices of grief
the songs of spring, and
in the rippling stream., These Alolian
strains God employs to educate the finer feol-
ings: and man, counspiring to ll!a- same result,
adds these artificial n-hm'ms.'\\'huvh elevate the
sentiment, quicken the imagination, touch the
heart, lrunspurl_lh-- soul and draw the finite
closer_to the infinite,— )", H. Robertson,

7. Verse 11. God is glorified, not by our
groans, but our Iluul_k.\gi\'ingu; and all good
thought and good action claims a natural al-
liance. with good cheer.— Iy hipple,

8. Verse 13, A SOITOW'S crown of sorrows
is remembering happier things, Tennyson,

9.

Hark! the faint bells of the sunken city

Peal once more their wonted evening chime !
From the deep abysses floats a ditty,

Wild and wondrous of the olden time,

Temples, towers, and domes of many stories
ere lie buried in an ocean Brove—

Undescried, save when their golden glories

Gleam, at sunset, through the lizhted wave,

And the mariner who had seen them glisten,
In whose ears those magic bells do sound,
Night by night bides there to wateh and listen
Though death lurks behind each dark rock
round.

50 the bells of memory's wonder city
Peal for me their o melodious chime ;
So my heart pours forth a changeful ditty,
Sad and pleasant from the bygone time,

~Wilhelm  Mueller, translated by J. 0.
Wangan,

Lesson Side-Lights

L “The People Shouted . . Because the
Foundation was Laid.” When the clock struck
uidnight on the 30th of June, 1867, the Jjoy bells
of St. James’ Cathedral, Toronto, rang out ; it was
the 1st of July, the birthday of the new Dominion,
Confederation was accomplished, and Toronto was
once more a capital. Thecapital only ofa province,
itistrue, but that province the wealthiest, the most
enterprising, and the most populous in the Union,
The day was observed by the greatest rejoicings in
the city. What with bonfices, fireworks and illumi-
!ations, excursions, military displays, and musical
wd other entertainments, the citizens and the
thousands of strangers who crowded the streets
did not want for amusement, Since the visit of
the Prince of Wales (now King Edward VIL)
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10. When Peter of Cortona was engaged on
a picture for the royal palace , Ferdinand
11 particularly admirved (he representation of
a4 weeping child, “Has Your majesty,” saiq the
“a mind to see how easy j is to make
¥ child laugh ¥ The artist merely de-
d the corners of the lips, and the inner
extremities of (he eyebrows, when the little
urchin seemed in danger of bursting his sides
with laughter who, a moment before seemed
breaking his heart with weeping, If this be
true in the world of living men, slight, very
slight, are the causes that make or hreak the
happiness of life, The touch of g brush can
dim heaven with a cloud, or brighten the pros-
pect in the horizon.—Dyr, Elon Foster,

11, Verses 1.5, Adversity is the trial of
|u'im~i||lv.—~l«'irhliuy.

2. Our antagonist
Burke,

13. My worst enemies are more valuable to
me than my hest friwlds.—l,ullwr.

« If we are at peace with God and our
own_conscience, what enemy among men peed
we_fear *—Ballou,

15. A certain amount
great help to a man,

is often our helper,—

it of opposition js a
| Kites rise against, and
not with the wind. Even a head wind is better
than none, No man ever worked his passage
anywhere in g dead calm, Let no man wax
pale, therefore, because of opposition, Oppo-
sition is what he wants and , to be
good for anything, native
soil of manhood and self-reliance, He that
cannot abide the storm without flinching or
quailing strips himself in the sunshine, and
lies down by the wayside to be overlooked and
forgotten.—J, Neal,

Opposition and difficulties are a part of our
divinely intended environment in the mastering

uf] which the sterling elements of character de-
velop,

and Illustrations

no such day had ever been witnessed in Toronto,
To celebrate the event a banquet was given in
the Music Hall, over the present Public Library
roomn, at which the Mon, John A. Macdonald and
Hon. George Brown were the principal guests, as
baving united for the accomplishment of this
grand and crowning work, Their wutual inter-
change of compliments on the occasion, when each
spoke of the other as respectively the greatest
statesman and patriot Canada had ever produced,
was a striking feature on this memorable occasion,
The progress made since Confederation has
been amazing. Both the area and population
of the Dominion have largely increased, and the
commerce of the country has reached enormous
proportions.  Railways extend from ocean to
ocean, while a very considerable number of
vessels are engaged in traffic on the lakes.
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It is impossible to overrate the importance to
us of our Confederation. Our vast territorial
expanse, our great natural resources, and our
salubrious climate, all point to future greatness.
Moreover, the federal form of government which
we have adopted, is one well calculated to ensure
national strength and stability through united
" effort, in one Dominion parliament, side by side
with an efficient administration of the local
affairs of each province through provincial assem-
blies. The tie binding us to the motherland is the
strong tie of affection, with no element of coercion.
2. “Let Us Build with You.” “Now began
the first renewal of that jealousy between the
north and the south of Palestine, which for a
time had been subdued in the common sense of
misfortune, and the feud between Jew and
Samaritan which, under various forms, con-
tinued till the close of this period—a jealousy
which if it represents the more tenacious
grasp of a purer faith, indicates also the more
exclusive and sectarian spirit now shrinking
closer and closer into itself. It is the story
again and again ‘repoated in modern times:
first, the desire of an estranged population—
heretical and schismatical as they might be—
to partake in a glorious national work; the
fierce recrimination of the excluded purty and
the determination to frustrate the good work
in which they cannot share. The Protestants
of the sixteenth, the Duritans of the seven-
teenth century may see their demands in the in-
nocent, laudable request of the northern set-
tlers: Let us build with you.” The stiff re-
tort of the church, whether in Italy or Eng-
land, may fortify itself by the response of the
chief of the fathers of Israel, Each alike ap-
peals for historic precedent and sanction to the
imMperial government which gave them their
positions—the one to Esar-haddon, king of
Assyria, the other to Cyrus, king of Persia,
Constantine or Charlemagne, Elizabeth or
Cromwell. Each alike, and all their suc-
cessors, deserve the rebuke which had been an-
ticipated by the great prophet of the captivity
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(Isa. 60. 10, 11) when in his ideal glorifica-
tion of Jerusalem he described that its walls
should be built, not by its own children, but by
the sons of strangers, and that its gates should
not be rigidly closed, but should be open con-
tinually and be shut neither day nor night.”
SNtanley's History of the Jewish Church.

3. Beginning a Great Work with Praisc,
The greatness of the work now undertaken
could not have been fully understood by those
who took part in it. The colony was poor,
surrounded by foes, and subject to all the
privations, trials, and demoralizations incident
to pioneer life in a new community, They
could not see that this new temple would le
the rallying place of a new-born nation, that
associated with it would be many glorious
names and heroic deeds, and that within five
hundred years it would be splendidly decorated
and renewed, and then glorified by the ministry
and miracles of the Messiah. But even if they
had foreseen all that followed they could not
have done a better work than to begin their
task and commemorate the laying of the foun-
dation with an elaborate and hearty service of
praise to Jehovah, to whom the house was to
be dedicated. When Dwight L. Moody, an al-

most unknown American evangelist, opened in
London, his first service under discouraging
circumstances, at his first visit there, fearing
and trembling and yet praying and firmly
trusting, he said, “Let us praise Almighty
God, who has all power in heaven and earth
for what he is going to accomplish in this
great city.” And the service that day was a
foretoken of a series of meetings which shook
the British Isles. And, going for an illustra-
tion back to the book of Job, how suggestive is
the word of Jehovah (38. 4, 7) to his suffering
servant: “Where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth? When the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of Gol
shouted for joy!” To begin a needed and noble
work in the spirit and with the voice of praise,
is to afford one strong assurance and foretoken
of a great victory.

The School of Practice

1. In the rebuilding of the temple the help of everyone was needed.

If 1 had been there, there would

have been something for me to do, and 1 wonld have been disloyal if I had refused or neglected to do it

But the help of everyone is needed now in the work of the church

can do, and do it

I will this week seek to discover what |

9. 1 see that those who blew the trumpets, and played on the cymbals, and sang, rendered important
service because they encouraged the workmen. This week 1 will seek for some opportunity to encourage

some one who is engaged in a good work.

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive. ach pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Intermediate Quar-
terly.]

Preparing the Lesson.

1)1 ive Material : Robinson’s Arch, a portion
of the temple building still standing, is pictu
in the Semior Lesson Quarterly, page 200
a very good ill jon of the ation of the
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temple and the formal anthe
monolith of Esar-Haddon,
Show on map the relative pos

burnt offering and the temple,
Connecting Links,

Review the “story” of our last lesson : God
working on human hearts: the proclamation by
“chief of the fa-

Cyrus; the uprising of the
thers” ; the assistance of friendly foreigners ;
the return of the consecrated vessels ;
turn across the desert to Jerusalem.

Narrative Outline, (For the teacher. Lan-
guage and detail to be adapted to the pupils.)

This lesson passage, like the last, naturally
falls into two divisions: The rejoicing of
friends and the opposition of ml\‘vrsnriqs when
the foundations of the temple were laid, verses
10-13 and 1-5. !

The adult mind assumes the details of the
rebuilding of the temple, and passes on with
greater interest to the consequences. But all
the details will be fresh and of peculiar interest
to the child. Ezra 2 tells how many people
came with Sheshbazzar over the desert from
Babylon to Jerusalem, and how many horses,
mules, camels, and donkeys were in the
caravan—more than nine times as many don-
keys as horses. They all came together as far
as Jerusalem, then separated~and moved on to
the cities their grandfathers had lived in.
But they all gave just as much as they could
o a common fund for the rebuilding of the
temple. Describe how a few months later the
iople gathered together as one man to Jeru-
silem; the erection of the altar of burnt of-
fering (so that regular services might be begun
immediately) ; the hiring of workmen ; and the
importation of building material by way of
Joppa.  Later still they began to build the
‘emple itself. Name the two men who super-
vised the work. Perhaps Zerubbabel was the
same as Sheshbazzar of our last l(*sson..

The introduction to the lesson story is itself
victorial, But the printed verses are positively
victuresque, and if vividly understood by the
teacher, and rendered into modern English, will
be delightfully entertaining to every child,
Describe  everything. 1, The laying” of the
foundations; the priests’ costumes ; trumpets

cymbals: a hereditary clan of musicians ;
David's ordinance revived: the song (psalm)
of thanksgiving and the shout of praise: thoge
dear old people who remembered the first
house ; the no se of weeping and the noige of
1y. Then picture a company of people on a
distant hill,” who could not get to Jerusalem,
ind how they wondered as they heard the mixed
wise—What are they doing in Jerusalem—
Tying? laughing? singing? sl outing? or what?
2 Treat the second scene in the same way :
Men foreign in accent and in dress (false in re-
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m of praise appears
on page 93 of the Intermediate Quarterly ; and a

0 the King of Assyria,
18 given on page 212 of the Senior Quarterly,

ition of the altar of

the re-
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ligion, too, for they were really pagans) pre-
tending to he worshipers of the true God, just
like the Jews, and asking to join them ; the
8ood reasons Zerubbabel and Jeshua gave for
refusing them; and the bitter hatrved that led
these pagans to trouble God's people
and to try to hinder
temple,

Nuggested Generalization,
statement to pupils, )
By the help of the Golden Text treat the

lesson story as an allegory,

Memory Verse (Golden Text) : “The temple of
God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 (Cor,
3.17).

The Intermediate Grade

- [Fm: pupils from thirteen to  sixteen
inclusive, Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of ‘the Senijor Quar-
terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf,]

l‘r(‘{mriny the Lesson,

Hlustrative Material :
THE JUNIOR GRADE,
Constructing the Lesson,

Outline: 1, Holy Sorrow and Hol
verses 10-13, 2, Temptation and Resi
verses 1-5,
Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing  the
Thoroughly understand and make vivid each
phrase in"the first four verses,  Sorrow and
Joy, like men and Women, may be holy or un-

HE

for years

them in building the

(Adapt form of

vears,

See

suggestionus in

Joy,
ancy,

Ontline :

VRN
OF ISRA

GOD

holy. There is an evil sorrow “that worketh
death” and a godly sorrow “that bringeth forth
acceptable fruits of righteousness.”  Give illus-
trations. There is a “mirth whose end is mad-
hess,” and a “joy of the Lord” which is our
“strength.” Give illustrations, The sorrow of
our lesson story was good, because it was
sorrow for sin; but it S0on gave place to a
joy which was also good, because it sprang
from thankfulness for forgiveness and the re.
newed favor of God. The concrete cause of
this sorrow was the destruction of the temple
and the concrete cause of the joy, its restora-
tion.  The reason  for the greatness of the
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sorrow and joy was the holiness of God's
temple.  Place on the lesson pads:

THE TEMPLE OF GOD 1S HOLY

Turning to the last five verses of the lesson
we study an example of temptation and re-
s nce, the iike of which is experienced by
every individual who tries to serve God.
There are many spiritual lessons here, some of
which have been brought out in the LussoN
Exrosition, Coix Tnoueurs, and Hearr
TaLks, But the best treatment of this section,
after full explanation, is the allegorical :

WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE

The Senior Grade

| For pupils above the age of seventeen, Kach
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a
copy of the Senior Quarterly.]

Judea and Jerusalem, rocks and ruins, must
have contrasted unpleasantly with the fertile
plains of Babylonia from which “they of the
captivity” had returned. With mingled sad-

(Oet. 20

ness and exultation they proceeded to carry
out the plans of the Lord. Read Psa, 12¢
as an expression of their feelings; also Psa
115, 124. They lost no time in planning fer
the rebuilding of the temple, and at once
erected an  altar and rvesumed the regular
vitual. It was about fifty years since the last
burnt sacrifice had been offered there. The
first four verses of our lesson lead out in many
directions. The corner stone of the temple
was laid Apr 6 B. C. Note the possible
identity of Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar.

Collateral Scriptures should be studied 1t
throw light ou the last five verses of the lesson,
“The people of the land,” or “adversaries,”
were “Samaritans.,”  For their origin see
2 Kings 17, 24-41. Their request to join in the
building of the temple is diplomatically re
fused (Kzra 4. 3), and for fifteen years the
building is interfered with., Compare FEzra
4, 24 with the last two verses of our lesson,
Compare also 15: 2. 1.9; Zech
1. 1-6; Hag. 2.

The Responsive Review
The foundation of the temple of the Lovd. 2. Why did the people praise
his mercy endureth forever. 3. What did the enemies say? * Lot us build
“"Ye have nothing to do with us.” ®. What is said in the New Tes-
97:0 temple of God," ete,

1. What did the builders h}y!
the Lord? Because he is good: for
with you.” 4« What was the response?
tament of God’s true temple on earth? GoLpex TexT: *

The Church Catechism

59, After what manner hath our Lord taught u? to pray! Our Lord hath taught us when we pray to say
«Qur Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom comex Thy will be done in earth, asit
jain heaven, Give usthisday our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, the

power and the glory, for everand ever. Amen.”

LESSON V. Power Through God's Spirit

[Oct. 29

GOLDEN TEXT. Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord. Zech. 4.6,

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[ Study the chapter,

Read Zechariah chapters
1 to 8] .

Zech. 4. 1-10 [ Commit to memory verses 8-10)

1 And the angel that talked with me came
again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened
out of his sleep,

2 And said unto me, What seest thou? And
1 said, T have looked, and behold a candlestick
all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and
his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the
seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the
right side of the bowl, and the other upon the
left side thereof.

4 So I answered and spake to the angel that
{nlklg‘d with me, saying, What are these, my
ord !

5 Then the angel that talked with me an-
swered and said unto me, Knowest thou not
swhat these be? And I said, No, my lord,

Revisep VErsion®

1 Aad the angel that talked with me came
again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened
out of his sleep. 2 And he said unto me, What
seest thou? And I said, I have seen, and hehold
a candlestick all of gold, with its bowl upo
the top of it, and its seven lamps thereon;
there are seven pipes to each of the lamps
whick are upou the top thereof; 3 and two
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.
4 And I answered and spake to the angel that
talked with me, saying, What are these, my
lord? 5 Then the angel that talked with me
answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not
what these are? And I said, No, my lord

*The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelsos
& Sons.
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6 Then he answered and sPukv unto me, say- ¢ Then e answered and spake unto me, say-
ing, This is the word of the Loro unto Ze:ruly-

: 5 4 ing, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerub-
ha-bel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but

by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. babel, saying, Not by might, nop by power, but
‘7 Who nr; thou, O great mountain? before by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. T Who
e Ze-rub’ba-bel thou shalt become a plain : and he  art thou, O great mounmm:‘ before Zerub-
\ shall bring forth the headstone thereof with  babel thou shalt become a plain; and he shall
I"” shoutings, erying, Grace, grace unto it, bring forth the top stone with shoutings of
v|'-l|’l. 8 Moreover the word of the Lorn came unto Grace, grace, unto jt, 8 Moreover the word of
2 me, saying, Jehovah came unto me, saying, 9 The hands of
‘”']-“ 9 The hands of Ze-rub'ba-bel have laid the  Zerubbabel bave laid the foundations of this
".:'I' foundation of this house ; his hands shall also  houge; hig hands shall also finish it; and thou
i "t!llr!:nt: :h:t'l']d852?"’"2“32.:'{?’:‘; that the Lorn shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me
o = kel unto you, 10 For who hath despised the day
to 10 I-‘ofr wl}o ha;lh“(lenpisml tlwl dL'\y"of ﬂ""l:“ of small things? for these seven shall rejoice,
Son. things? for they sha rejoice, and shall see the e . ot ¥
5" plummet in the  hand Ze-rub’ba-bel with  2nd shall see the plummet in the hang of
those seven : they are the eyes of the Logp, Zerubbabel ; these are the eyes of Jehovah,
;R: which run to and fro through the whole earth, which run to and fro through the whole earth,
l'i: Home Readings Th. l’f‘ho building finished, " )zl;n' 6. ]H‘f'.']
A o . : ible Readi F. Encouragement to work, ag. 1. 1-15,
:2‘ [Furnished by th?\!:oto‘li;l:?;:lolnm Bible Reading 8. God's presence, Hag. 2, }-ﬁ. :
cch [l U Power Throps) o pirit. Zech. 4.1-10. 8. Power in weakness, 1 Cor, 1, 18.31,
Tu. Fear not. Zech, 8, 1-13, Time.—About B, (, 519.  Place.—Jery-
w. ltemmmvncing the building, Ezra . 1-5. salem,
. The Lesson Hymns
“,if"" New Canadian Hymnal, No, 430, New Canadian Hymnal, No, 379,
Lo “Be y(ls g:l;o"ng in the Lord and the power of his Crﬁni u(!saingl\niow ‘nngiutllllt?ltconqucr.
mig| . eth a King in his might,
Firmly standing for the truth of his Worq, Leading the hogb of all the faithful.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 81.
say Sweet is the sunlight after rain,
= And sweet the sleep which follows pain,
e Questions for Senjor Scholars
, the

L Vision (v, 1-5),—~Who had talked with the 2. Interpretation (v. 6-10).—What is the

rophet?  What did the angel now do? What word of the Lord in the Golden Text? What

did the prophet see? How many lamps were  does this mean? How is it explained by 1 Cor.

¥.) on the candlestick? How many pipes led to 1, 27, 282 Who was Zerubbabel ? In what
these lamps ? From what did the pipes proceed ? work was he engaged? (Verse 9: Ezra 5, 2,)

6 What stood beside the candlestick? Did the To what are the obstacles hefore him compared?
prophet understand the vision? Where else do  What promise was given him? What promise

ve find mention of the golden candlestick ? is given in Isa. 40, 4, 59 Who were Zery babel's
dfxq:l. 40. 24, 25.) Where did the golden ecan- chief opponents? What do

we learn here con-
\me llestick stand? ~ Who afterward saw in a vision cerning God's omniscience ? What direct Jos-
d the golden candlestick ? (Rev. 1, 12, 13), What sons do we here learn concerning the church and
':‘ did the lamps represent? (Rev, 1, 20,) ourselves ?

hat

ol Questions for Intermediate Scholars

pon L The Golden Candlestick (v, 1-5).—What 2. Not by Might, nor by Power (v. 6-10) —
on; [ Mt had Zechariah taken in the laying of the

What very precious truth was brought in this
ps, [l foundation of the temple? Who came to him figure of the olive trees to
two vhen he had the vision? How does the  whose power had he gone on so far? What
the il Pophet describe his feeling ? What kind of & was the promise of God to Zerubbabel? Tp
il andlestick did he see? How was the candle- what way can this effort of tlle Jews be spoken

stick supplied with 0il? of as the day of small things?
my Questions for Younger Scholars
me What did the Jews have to do? Stop build- Zechariah, Who w,
not Wling the temple, Why? They were so troubled  Zerubbabel, Who
wd. WLy thoiy enemies.  'Who brought a message  riah? What did h
e, fom the Lord to them? The prophet Haggai.  the prophet know
What other prophet came to cheer them?  Not at firsts How

as the leader of the Jews?
gave the message to Zecha-
e show to Zechariah? Did
what the vision meant?
did he find out? 7The angel |
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told him. Where do we find the meaning of it?
In the GoLbEN TEXT. Of what is the candle-
stick an emblem? Of the pure service of God.
What is g real Christian? A light in the
world. Of what is the oil an emblem? Of the
Holy Spirit. Who is stronger than all human

1. Introduction: Zechariah's mission and book.

11. The Vision (verses 1-5).

(a) An angel of Jehovah had shown Zecha-
riah several visions, and explained them to him.
(b) He now wakened the prophet from his
sleep (¢) and showed him a candlestick or
lampstand of gold, such as was used in the
temple; (d) seven lamps were on it, just as
there were on the one in the temple, (e) but
there’ were seven pipes connected with the
seven lamps, and the one in the temple had no
such pipes, and there were two olive trees, one
on each side of the lampstand. (f) Zechariah
asked the angel what these meant,

high priest, gladly responded, leading the peo]
undertake the work again, in the endeavor.

the firm support of Darius the king,
Darius, the temple was completed.

Verse 1. The prophecies of Zechariah, one
of which we are to study in to-day’s lesson, are
like those of Daniel and Ezekiel and Saint
John in his apocalypse, given largely in the
form of symbolical visions, which fact must be
kept in mind in the interpretation of the
prophecies. In chapter 4 is given the fifth of
a series of visions, the explanation to the vision
itself being found in the context., The whole
chapter should be read.

e angel that talked with me—The
same person mentioned in Zech. 2. 1, “And be-
hold, a man with a measuring line in his hand.”
Note the similarity to the vision of Kzekiel
(Ezek, 40. 3).

Waked me—Zechariah, Zechariah was the
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, a prophet
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satrap of Syria and other i’emlan officers, but under the leadership of
the work was continued, and in four years

[Oct. 20

might and power? God. What was the great
“mountain” which hindered and troubled the
Jews? The Samaritans, Who can remove
mountains? Our God. What does he say of
small things? That we should never despise
them.

11. The Interpretation (verses 6-10).

(a) The angel explained the meaning to
Zechariah, (b) It was a message of Jehovah

Zerubbabel, the governor. (¢) This mes
wage was that the real power in this world is
not physical but spiritual, and comes directly
from Jehovah. (d) Because the Spirit of God
is in Zerubbabel mountains shall melt into
plains before him. (e) The angel foretold the
day when crowds of people should shout with
gladness because the last stone of the new
temple should be in its place. (f) A definite
promise was given to Zerubbabel that he should
complete the temple building.

The Lesson Word Studies.
NoTE—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

Tae Times oF ZECHARIAN.—Hardly had the work of rebuilding the temple at Jerusalem begun thana
serious check was encountered. The Samaritans, the northern neighbors of the Hebrews in Judea, had re
quested to be allowed to participate in the rebuilding of the temple on the plea *‘we seek your
God, as ye do.” But their request was peremptorily refused by the Jews. Hereupon the SBamaritans com-
plained at the Persian court and made representations throwing discredit and suspicion upon Zerubbabel
and his colaborers at Jerusalem with a view to stop the work. Cyrus was no longer on the throne, and
his immediate successors gave ear to the representations of the Samaritans and prohibited the continus-
tion of the work. It was not till Darius the son of Hystaspis ascended the throne that the work was
permitted to go on. The delay had been one of about fifteen years. It was at this critical time that Zecha
riah, as also his contemporary, Haggai, prophesied. Zechariah in the name of Jehovah summoned the
people to once more arise and continue the work, and Zerubbabel, the prince or governor, the Joshua, the

le, who at first showed a general apathy and disinclination (o
urther obstacles were leced in the way of the workers by the

faithful prophets and others, and with
time, in the sixth year of

mentioned in Neh. 12, 4, who was one of the
chief priests that went up with Zerubbabel to
Jerusalem, that is, returned with him from
captivity, Zechariah himself, like his grand-
father, was a priest as well as a prophet.

2. A candlestick all of go{d—l,il rally
“lampstand.” In design like the cand
originally placed in the tabernacle
seven lamps thereon. The lamps wer
plied with oil from a bowl or reservoir
ahove them from which the oil was col
into them by means of seven pipes to cach
of the lnmfl. .

3. Two olive trees by it—That is, by the
bow! or reservoir. In verses 11 and 12 we ar
told that these trees had each a fruit-hearing
“branch” which “emptied itself” (that is, de-
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relul. livered its oil) by means of g golden tube into Bring forth the top stone with shout-
“: the oil-bowl of the candlestick, ‘The point of  ings—This top stone represents the finishing
;Ot'r the vision is that the candlestick gave forth its

touch given to the completed work,
o light, and was in turn supplied by a continual shall be finished amid great rejoicing,
Pt and inexhaustible flow of oil without the as- 8. By way of further interpretation of the
sistance of any human agency, vision the message of the vision is repeated in
5. Knowest thou not—The inlerpreling definite words by the angel. This second mes-
angel expresses his surprise at the inability of sage is contained in verse 8 and the following
the prophet to interpret the vision without as-  verses,
sistance, « 9. The hands of Zerubbabel , , , shall
6. In this verse begins the inte

The work

to

Tpretation of the algo finish it—Jehovah definitely confirms the
vah vision, which had been granted unto Zechariah promise to Zerubbabe) that his work shal] pe
nes: the prophet as a message of encouragement unto successfully completed, and thijg completion of
d is Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor the work shall in turn be the proof that Jeho-
‘(«“”.“ by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jeho-

100

vah of hosts hath sent me
vah of hosts—that is,

(the angel)
: the work undertaken unto you (the prophet ),

ity and superintended by Zerubbabel was to be car- 10. The ‘eginning of the work had been a
',]""' ried on and completed not in the strength of

with

day of smal things, (e resources of thoge

those engaged in it, but by Jehovah himselt, COgiged in the work being apparently inade-

7. Who art thou, O great mountain  quate to the undertaking, and the positive hin-

before Zernliblbol?-——A mountain of qiff- drances comparatively great, But since these

culty and hindrance, interfering with the work  seven .., the eyes of Jehovuh, which run

in hand, is referred to. to and fro through the whoie earth, jer-
Thou shalt become a plain—FEvery i

= ceive and behold all things, and so also the
pediment and hindrance shall be entirely re-

new
inite
ould

progress of the work, ther ‘ore, who will ven-
moved, ture to despise op presume to hinder it?
an thi
156 The Lesson Exposition
your »

com-

DISCOURAGEMENT AFTER ENTHUSIASM seven miles from the Sea of Joppa (Ezra 3.7,
e The company of exiles who, by permission of and without this the temple could not pe built
fmfd Cyrus, king of Babylon, returned to Jerusalem, were completed, In
i tumbered in all probably about fifty thousand, Work was not carried forward
was Their return was in the year B. C, 538, Their during the fifteen years, and the origina] enthu-
rcha- Jewish leader was Zerubbabel, Seven months  siasm gave way to discouragement and lack of
I ”": sufter the return the great altar for burnt offer-  interest, It was not creditable, but it was quite
, the ings was built upon ijts original base in the human, There is a tendency in human Jige to-
"b"”""‘ temple which Nebuchadnezzar hag destroyed  ward the dying out of enthusiasm, Enthusiasm,
with (Ezra 3, 1-8), and the observance of the Feast we must remember, literally means endeified,
ar of of Tabernacles was again instituted. In the - filled and inspired by God. Enduring ang high
second month of the second year after the re- enthusiasm s Sustained by fajt, . Isa, 40,
tun the foundations of the temple were lajid  28-31 is o great passage bearing on this thought,
(Ezra 3, 8-13). Great enthusiasm prevailed in . E
the tonnection with this, trumpets and cymbals SOMETHING WoRsE THAN DISCOURAGEMENT
,ioﬁf nhgling with s'ngs and the shoutings “of the

: It is hml't'nmmh to lose heart, but it jg worse
Ieople, ~ Then a «Im(urbing element came Jin, to lose desire for great things, The returned
The Sam, itans (a mongrel people resulting

exiles encountereqd what seemed to them in-
h peasantry left Superable difficultjes in their attempt to rebuijld

Ity with Persian the temple, Their llis('ourng(-nwnt had much
m_Nebuchadnezzay had sent

rence

from the termarriage of Jow
in Palestine after the captivit
®lonists  who

r to  justification. But their apathy and indiffe
take the place of those who had been deported)

and final indisposition were without Justifica-
asked to he permitted to join with the Jews in  tion, From saying, “It jg impossible ‘to build
*building the temple., This réquest being re-  (po temple,” they sank to saying, “We do not
fused, they Systematically obstructed the work, care to rebuild if,” ne fail, having honestly
and k(-}ul up their obstruction through the bal- i
 the I the reign of Cyrus
5

tried, and if he jg grieved because of the failyre
and that of two of and waits and longs fo unity to pe-
e I8 successors, The effect appears to have been

trieve it, he may have s moral loss,
h ! suspension jf not an abandonment of the Byt when he becomes content with the failure,
TIDE vy e-building for fifteen years, The and loses the wish to do what he failed to do,
de- Samaritang probably were in Position to pre-  he has fallen ﬁtn A low level, That was what
ent the trang: rtation of timber to Jerusalem, happened wit the returned exiles,  After a
Wwhich N'quir(-limlo be brought overland thirty- while they began to say, “The time is not come,
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the time that the Lord’s house should be built”
(Hag. 1. 2). They became absorbed in build-
ing their own homes of ceiled cedar, and accus-
tomed to seeing the Lord's house lying waste.
There are many communities now in which this
sordid, selfish spirit prevails, where the people
have grown accustomed to seeing their house
of worship in a state of decay, or even to the
absence of any place of worship at all, and con-
tent to let it be so. If some one suggests re-
pairing or building, the response is, “The time
is not come to build.”

Tue CALL OF THE PROPHET

The prophet is the unknown and inecomput-
able factor in history, He is the surprise which
God reserves against the days which are with-
out hope. When the game seems lost and right-
eousness about checkmated, God plays the
prophet, and the whole situation is changed.
No man can anticipate when or where the
prophet will appear. He is spirit-driven, and
the Spirit comes as he will. The prophet, bow-
ever, is very sure to come when he is not ex-
pected. Just when people are saying that God
will no more speak to the world, when sordid-
ness and carnality seem to have buried the soul,
then comes the prophet, and his call is like the
trumpet of the resurrection. But for these
awakening summons of God's prophets the souls
of men would long ago have become utterly
enfleshed and the sense of God utterly extin-
guished. So God sent two prophets to that
community of returned exiles who were fast
sinking into dull sordidness and for whom the
inspiring ideals with which they first came
from captivity were fast dying out. Haggai
and Zechariah roused the people out of moral
lethargy and stirred them to complete the work
which they had commenced but abandoned. In
the year
and ‘it was the result of the call of these two
prophets. Students of the present lesson should
not fail to read the whole of the books which
bear their names.

OR REVELATION BY SYMBOLIC
VisioNs

The Bible student will have his attention at-
tracted to a new form of Scripture in the w
ings connected with and following. the captivity.
It is what is known as “apocalypse,” or revela-
tion by symbolic visions. 1In the New Testa-
ment the revelation of John is of this character,
and is commonly called the “Apocalypse.” It
W » marked contribution to the Seriptures by
the influences of Babylon and Persia on the
Jewish mind during the captivity. The books
of Fzekiel and Daniel are of this character, and
they belong to the period of the captivity. The
book of Zechariah, from which the lesson is
taken, is highly symbolic. Such writings wonld
not have been adapted to the Jewish mind be-

“APOCALYF
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. (. 520 this awakening took place, .
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fore coming under the influence of the farther
East. It shows us how God adapts his revela
tions to the types of mind to which he speaks.
The Persians and the Assyrians were richly
imaginative, with a love for mystery and enig
matical symbols. The Jewish mind, which it
must be remembered had its origin in that older
Orient, was quickly responsive to the stimu-
lating environment in which the captivity cast
it. The Jew, consequently, after the captivity
was more Oriental than he was before. The
understanding of symbols such as Zechariak
described was not difficult for those to whom
they were first given, and they impressed the
messages which they embodied as no mere plain
statement could have done. People of the
Western nations often find it difficult to under
stand this highly colored symbolism. But it is
well for us to remember that the Bible is for all
mankind, and that the greater part of the hu-
man race are Orientals.

Tue Two SyMBOLS

It is important for us to know that in suck
symbolic visions as this of the Temple Candle
stick and the Two Olive Trees given in the les
son that not all parts of the symbolic objects
have any significance. Our familiar rule of
rhetoric, that we must #®t attempt to make a
figure of speech go on all fours, is never mor
important than in the study of these symbolic
portions of Scripture. In the present case jusi
two things were intended to be set forth, ac
cording to the explanation by the angel. First,
the seven lamps of the candlestick were de
clared to represent “the eyes of the Lord, which
run to and fro through the whole earth” (verse
0). Second, the two olive trees upon either
side of the candlestick, which the angel de
clared represented “the two anointed ones, that
stand by the Lord of the whole earth” (vers

4). These manifestly refer to the civil and
religious heads of the nation—Zerubbabel and
Jeshua. God, the church, and the state—thos
were the ideas which this vision represented.
L_N these. three work together and human s
ciety will be perfected.

ReviviNG THE Farrn oF A NATION
And the aim of the vision, the message which
it was intended to convey. was one of inspirt
tion to the nation. *“This is the word of the
Lord unto Zerubbabel, Not by might, nor by
ut by my spirit, saith the Lord of
srubbabel as civil ruler was chargel
with building the temple. He had commenced
but had abandoned the work because of difficul
ties which had arisen like a mountain. But
then God was saying that the mountain should
become a plain, and the temple should be con
pleted with shoutings and with grace (verse 1)
Tt was the buoyant, triumphant spirit of tht
optimism of faith.
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We also have laid the fo

from our tasks and left them

Spirit who worketh in us,

" THE LESSON PRAYER

undation of great work with joy, and have
grown discouraged by difficulties and ceased to b
Labor, and lack of sympathy, and opposition,
taxed our patience and sapped our strength,
unfinished. And we fear that our hearts
have sometimes lost their hold upon the high ideals
have descended to the levels of low content.
and strengthen our hearts with courage and

success depends not upon our own might o
Amen.

uild up the walls,
and long delay, have over-
and we have turned away

, and that our souls
Stir us out of our torpor
send us back to begin

r power, but upon thy

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I

God’s spirit empowers the spirit of man,

All power is directly or indireetly
pression of personality,

Flint flings fire when you smite it,

Struggle is God's plan for building the soul
to large proportions,

The soul that would pe powerful must sub-
mit to the highest power,

If you would Le dynamic, kee
the dynamo,

Prayer is the soul's trolle
live wire of God's power.

The power of fire is not in the
the fuel.

P in touch with
v-arm that grips the

flame, but in

11

Personality propagates power,

Personality cannot be and not be influential.

Every man is more for good or bad than he
ean tell,

The tread of truth has tottered many a
throne,

God's touches are all “finishing touches,"

The things that were the best when God
made them may bhecome the worst when man
mars them.

What God does not begin no man would bet-
ter finish.

The best things may he put to the worst uses,

1

It takes God to make a flower, hut any fool

¢an spoil one,

' hings would seem better to us if we were
witer,
Nothing that God does needs to be done over,

It is too bhad to begin what is not zood enough
10 finish,

the ex-

v

It is only the oil of the spirit that can make
the mwachinery of life run smoothly,

It is only mercy that writes the
proclamation across the midnight
tence,

With power any man
crawl to hell,

The might that would make
an angel,

Every man must acee|
form, or do without its

emancipation
sky of peni-

nay climb to heaven or
& man may mar

pt God's power in some
help in any form.
v

The earth is everywhere
footsteps of God's power,

Men may walk with God
walk from him to woe,

God allies himself with everything
in order that he
thing.

a-tremble with the
-
1 to weal, or they maym

we touch
may touch us through every-

The man of power must never gloat over it,

A man must invest power or divest i,

Power brings joy to its possessor only from
harvest fields whither it has gone to glean,

Power is most ecstatic, when, with knotted

thews, it throws itself under the burden of an
overloaded brother.

Vi
Hoarded talents are like
will spoil.

The non-use of talent js the abuse of talent,

The telegraph operator counts for naught if
he does not transmit the message,

Truth is given to be given away,

Talent must work or wither,

God would find his way to man through man,

The way to Brow puissant is to serve,

hoarded manna, they




BY MRS, J.

There is new light upon the sayings of the
prophets when we read them in between the
lines of Ilebrew history. We better understand
the meaning of Zechariah and Haggai when we
know them as God's messengers in the time of
the return from captivity and the rebuilding of
the temple. And while the history has always
its spiritual teaching for us, so, too, the prophe-
cies bear a living message to our hearts to-day.

It is not by might nor by power that the soul
temple is rebuilt. “Kor by grace are ye saved
through faith: and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God; not of works lest any one
should boast.”

When the temple builders were so disheart-
ened by their opposers that they stopped work-
ing, leaving the stones piled in disorder for their
enemies to point at as a failure, the Spirit of
God spoke to them through Haggai. What do
you mean, he asked, saying the time has not
come to build the house of the Lord? Consider
what you do. Is it right to be taken up with
business, pleasure, and material comfort, and
be indifferent about the work the Lord brought
you here to do? And when they were aroused
to renewed effort and again their adversaries
tried to hinder, Zechariab, moved by the same
inward voice, feminded them that success de-
pended not upon their own skill or strength,
but upon the Spirit of the Lord, who com-
manded the work to be done. Men could not
hinder what God had determined. Who art
thou, O great mountain? Thou shalt fall be-
fore a soul ﬁllejl with the might of the Lord.

“How much we need the prophet's vision! You
need it; 1 need it. We are builders; we have
our commission from the great Master Builder.
His design is perfect. He sees what a glorious
house it will be if we follow his plan faithfully
and well. In him, the building fitly framed to-
gether grows to a holy temple, for the habita-
tion of God through the Spirit. But there are
many adversaries. The world is not a friend
to grace to help us on to God. We need the
prophet’s vision for courage, perseverance, suc-
cess.  No spiritual condition or set of circum-
stances can be more discouraging than were
these conditions of the returned exiles. But
every note of the prophet’s message was hope,
courage, certainty. Be strong, be faithful, do
your part, and the headstone will be brought
out with shoutings, “Grace, grace unto it!” Be-
cauge there is an unseen force working in you;
it is God that worketh in you to will and to do
his good pleasure; he that has begun a good
work in you will perfect it; he is able to pre-
sent you faultless in the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy.

He knoweth our frame, he remembereth that
we are dust—that is, dominated more by the
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»seen and the natural than by the wnseen and
the spiritual—and so he spurs our trust by re-
peated assurance. “Be strong, all ye people of
the land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am
with you, saith the Lord of hosts. According
to the word that 1 covenanted with you wheny
you came out of kgypt, so my Spirit remainetl
with you: fear ye not.” God does not change,
The Holy Spirit abides with us forever, All you
know of truth the Holy Spirit teaches you.

“Every virtue we possess
And every victory won,

And every thought of holiness
Are his alone.”

His one purpose is to make your heart a fit
dwelling place for the holy and loving Gol
Why, then, be discouraged? Be strong, anl
work, for my Spirit remaineth with you, saith
the Lord. But he says I must work. Certain
ly: we have our part to do. The temple-stones
must not lie around in disorder. 1 must read
God's Word; I must pray; I must serve; |
must do with my might what my hands find to
do. But I must do it all with the strong con-
sciousness that it is a vain attempt withou
God, and a vital success, in spite of all hin
drances, with him. Do not put this lesson up
in cloudland, out of an ordinary person’s reach.
It is for the practical use of a teacher, mother,
housekeeper, breadwinner, Everything in daily
life helps or hinders spiritual temple building
A piece of work conscientiously well done puts
in a stone. Temper controlled, patience kept,
a loving deed done or word spoken, a trial trust-
fully borne, a hard lesson mastered in school, a
sarcastic, disagreeable remark -kept back, all
these help on the building. They are not done
by your own might or power: they are all the
work of the Spirit of the Lord. The way to
build rapidly, and true to the vlan, is simply to
open your mind and heart to the Holy Spirit.
He is the workman. Just you be his tool. Let
him sharpen and nolish and use as he will.
There is a legend of some devout monks build-
ing a shrine for worship, which as fast as they
built in_the daytime enemies destroyed in the
night. But because they were sincere, always
doing their best in spite of discouragements,
one night a band of angels came and finished
their work, so strong and beautiful that the
enemies gave up the fight, and the wondering
monks brought a thank offering to the shrine
L)erfect beyond anything their own hands could

ave built,

So will the Holy Spirit build the soul-tem-
le, and it shall be filled with the glory of the
ndwelling God; and we with eternal gratitude
will say, “This is the Lord's doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes.”

[Oet. 29
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The Lesson in Literature and Art

1.

My reason yields her hand to faith,

And follows meekly where the angel leads.
—Holland,

2. Verse 1. The Ministry of Angels,
How oft do they their silver bowers Jeaye
To come to succor us that succor want !
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave
The flittering skies, like flying pursuivant,
Against foul fiends to aid us militant !
They for us fight, they watch, and duly ward,
And bright squadrons round about g plant ;
And all for love, and nothing for reward ;
0, why should heavenly God to men have such
regard ! .
—Edmund Spenser.
3.

These stars, though unbeheld in deep of night,

Shine not in vain; nor think, though men were
none,

That heav'n would want spectators, God want
praise ;

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth

Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ;

All these with ceaseless praise his works behold,

Both day and night : how often from the steep

Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard

Celestial voices to the midnight air,

Sole, or responsive each to other's note,

Singing their great Creator? of¢ in bands

While 'tll"le_v keep watch, or nightly rounding
walk,

With heav'nly touch of instrumental sounds

In full harmonic number joined, their songs

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heay'n,

—Milton,

4. Verse 6. Then 1 saw in my dream that
the Interpreter took Christian by the hand, and
led him into a place where was a fire burning
against a wall, and one standing by it, always
asting much water upon it, to quench it; yet
did the fire burn higher and hotter, 7y, n,*
said Christian, “what means this?" The Ip-
lerpreter answered, “This fire is the work of
grace that is wrought in the heart; he that
@sts water upon it, to extinguish and put it
out, is the devil ; but, in that thou seest the fire,
wtwithstanding, burns higher and hotter, thou
fhalt also see the reason of that” So he Jed
lim about to the backside of the wall, where he
“W a4 man with a vessel of oil in his hand, of
which he diq also continually cast, but secretly,
into the fige.  “Then,” gaid Christian, *“what
heans this?" The Interpreter answered, “This
i Christ, who continually, with the oil of his
frice, maintains the work already begun in the
beart ; by means of which, notwithsmmling
What the devil ean do, the souls of his people
move gracious still, And in that thou sawest

that the man stood behind the wall to maintain
the fire, this is to teach thee that it js hard for
the tempted to see how this work of grace is
maintained in the soul.—Bunyan,

5

Hope was glad in the beginning, and fear was
sad midway,

But sweet fruition cometh in the end, g harvest
safe and sure,

That which js, Can never not haye been ; facts
are solid as the pyramids :

A thing done js written in the rock, yea, with
a pen of iron, ”

l'um-rtuiuty noemore can secare, the proof is
seen complete,

Nor accident render

deed is finished,

Thus the end shall crown the work, with grace,
grace, unto the top-stone,

And the work shall triumph in jtg crown, with
beace, peace unto the builder,

—M, F, Tupper.,

unaccomplished, for the

6. Verse 10, What maintains "one vice
would bring up two children, You may think,
perhaps, that a little tea, or 4 little punch now
and then, diet a little more ¢ :ltly. clothes a
little finer, and g little entertainment now ang
then, can be no great matter; but, remember,
many a little makes g mickle. Beware of little
expenses. A small leak will sink a great ship,
as Poor Richard Says; and, again, who Minties
love shall beggar prove; and, moreover, fools
make feasts, and wige men eat them.—Frankiin,

7. A beautiful but  somewhat complicated
hine was being exhibited to g group of me-
chanics, when suddenly jtg movements were gl-
together stopped by a smal) serew  becoming
loose, The exhibitor requested his auditors to
be patient while he remedied the evil, telling
them that the machine was ag useless without
the screw as the Serew would be without the
nul(~hiun.—Jloyri¢Im'. .

8. Verse 10. “The eyes of the Lord which
run to and fro through the whole earth,”

How dreadful is the eye of God on him who
wants to sin! You have heard about a very dis.
tinguished French general, who, having been
captured by the enemy, was shut up in a
little room in a gloomy prison for a great while,
In the door of his little cell was g very small
hole cut, a soldier was " placed
day and m'%ht to watch him, All he could see
was the soldier’s eye ; but the eye was always
there. Day and night, every moment when he
looked up, ‘he always saw that eye,
it was dreadful | ﬁwm Was no escape, no hid.
ing; when he lay down, and when he rose
up, that eye was watohing him. How dreadful
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will the eye of God be upon the sinner, as it
watches him in the eternal world forever !—
Dr. J. Todd.

9. Commit a crime, and the earth is made of
glass, Commit a crime, and it seems as if a
coat of snow fell on the ground, such as reveals'
in the woods the track of every partridge and

Lesson Side-Lights

1. “The Angel Waked Me.” The prophet had
. heen in a trance, an ecstatic stupor, stunned
and dazed with the previous revelations and
visions, Now he is roused to behold a further
representation of God's grace, ,Thus in Dan. 8,
17, 18, the prophet tells of Gabriel's visit to
him: “So he came near where I stood: and
when he came, I was affrighted, and fell upon
my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O
son of man, for the vision belongeth to the
time of the end. Now as he was speaking with
me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face toward
the ground: but he touched me, and set me
upright.,” So, also, in the account of the Trans-
figuration we_read that the three chosen wit-
nesses, Peter, James, and John, while the lheav-
enly visitors were engaged in conversing with
the Master, were similarly affected: “They
were heavy with sleep: but when they were
fully awake, they saw his glory—and they fell
on their faces and were sore afraid. And Jesus
came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be
not afraid” (Luke 9. 32; Matt, 17. 6, 7). It
is a blessed office of angel or man to waken a
human soul to see and understand celestial
revelations !

2. The Golden Candlesticks., 1n the holy place
of the Hebrew tabernacle, and in the similar
apartment in the temple, there was a candle-
stick or lampstand of pure gold, arranged for
seven olive-oil lamps. On the Arch of Titus in
Rome can be sgen to this day a carving of this
lampstand, as,well as representations of the
table of show-bread and the silver trumpets, all
of them trophies borne from the city after its
capture by his army in A, D. 70. 8o, again, in
Revelation 1. 12, 13, Saint John says: “And I
turned to see the voice of him that spake with
me. And I saw seven golden lampstands, and
in the midst of the lampstands one like unto
the Son of man.” Fairbairn's 'l‘yrolou,v says
in regard to this repeated symbolism : “The
seven golden lamps are explained to_mean the
seven churches [of Asia Minor]. These
churches, however, are to be underntqml not
merely as so many organizod communities, but
as replenished by the Spirit of God, and full of
divine Fght and power ; and hence in the fourth
chapter of the same book we again meet with
seven lamps of fire before the throne of God,
which are said to be the seven spirits of God—
either the One Spirit of God in his varieties of
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fox and squirrel and mole. You cannot recall
the spoken word, you cannot wipe out the foor
track, you cannot draw up the ladder, so as 1o
leave no inlet or clew. Always some damning
circumstance transpires The laws and sub-
stance of nature—water, snow, wind, gravifa-
tion—become penalties to the thief.—Emerson,

and Illustrations

holy and spiritual working, or seven presiding
spirits of light, fitted by that Spirit for the
ministrations referred to in the heavenly vision,
Throughout Scripture oil is uniformly taken
for the symbol of the Holy Spirit. It is so not
less with respect to its light-giving property
than to its qualities for anointing and refros).
ment ; and hence the prophet Zechariah repre-
sents the exercise of the Spirit’s gracious work-
ing and victorious energy in behalf of the
church under the image of two olive trees pour
ing oil into the golden candlestick—the church
being manifestly imaged in the candlestick, an!
the Spirit's assisting grace in the perpetual
current of oil with which it was supplied
Clearly, therefore, what we see in the candle-
stick of the tabernacle is the church’s relation
to God as the possessor and reflector of the holy
light that is in him, which she is privileged o
receive, and bound to give forth to others, so
that where she is there must be no darknes,
even though all around should be enveloped ip
the shades of night. It is her high distinction
to dwell in a region of light and to act under
God as the bountiful dispenser of ‘its grace anl
truth.

The meaning of this repeated symbolism is
gathered up more than once by our Lord when
he says of himself, “I am the Light of th
world,” and to his disciples, “Ye are the light
of the world: Let your light shine!”

3. Mountains Demolished. Other scriptural
references in point may be helpful. In Jer, 5l

y the Almighty, speaking through the prophet
to Babylon, says: “Behold, I am against thee.
O destroying mountain, which destroyest all the
earth; and I will stretch mine hand upon thee.
and roll thee down from the rocks, and will
make thee a burnt mountain.,” In Matt. 21, 21
our Lord says, “If ye have faith, and doubt not.
.+ . if ye shall say unto this mountain, lfv
thou removed, and be thou cast into the sen: it
shall be done.” Thus to Zerubbabel the mes
sage came that the difficulties which opposel
his work, difficulties which rose before him like
mountain barriers, should be swept away, and
a clear and level path to victory should open
before his advancing feet. The history of th
church, age after age, has abounded with illus
trations paralleling this assurance of triumph.
(1) For instance, ancient heathenism rose like
a mountain range, ice-clad, precipitous, impass:
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able, before the apostolic church. Tt owned the
habitable globe ; it was intrenched in the home,
in the government, in political life, in all social
customs, in human experience of ajl phases
everywhere, Read that notable work, The (on-
flict of Christianity with Heathenism, by Uhl-
horn, if you would get a clear idea of the. way
in - which this great “mountain” became a
“plain”—not by human “might™ nor by political
or military “power,” but by the spiritual forces
of the gospel in the first three centuries of our
era. (2) Political tyranny, dressed in the as-
sumed guise of the divine right of kings, rose
until a century ago like a huge mountain in the
path of human progress. It was so vast, so
towering, so buttressed on enduring foundations,
that few people believed it could ever be syp-
mounted or removed. But the gospel, teaching
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men the doctrine of the divine fatherhood and
human brotherhood, and the essential features
of religious and civil liberty, began to under-
mine, and tunnel through, and overtop, and
blast into, and flank this seemingly insuperable
mountain-barrier, and lo! in our own time there
are left only about six great governments on the
globe which are absolute monarchies—all the
others, scores in numbers, are representative and
essentially republican in character, (3) Human
slavery was another “mountain” which quickly
became a plain, at the behest of the Ruler of
Nations, a generation or two ago. (4) The
liquor traffic, the graft and boodle system of
government in our cities, and other “mountains"
rise before us to-day. Shall we doubt that they
shall all in due time become plains at the bid-
ding of the King of kings?

The School of Practice

1. I know that many people begin nany good works but grow d\scoumgud and abandon them,
this week consider whether I have not done this, and if so whether I ought not take up-and go on with

undertaking I commenced but gave up,

I wil
some

2. The prophet of this lesson came to g discouraged people, and stirred them up and induced them to

undertake wor

which they had forsaken, In g narrower but real

way 1 may have the opportunity to en-

courage the discouraged, and this week I will seek for such an opportunity,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher's Guide

The Junior Grade.
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in.
clusive.p g.wh pupil, if possible, should be

supplied with a copy of the Intermediate Quar-
yterly.]
Preparing the Lesson,

Illustrative Material :
Golden Candlestick, 794 ; also picture in
Intermediate Quarter| Small copies of the
seven-branched candlestick in brass are for sale in
Jewish shops in most of our large cities,
Connecting Links.

Review : The prophetic careers of Haggai and
Zechariah are noted in our study of Lesson IV
for the Senior Grade,

Iutervening Events : The delay in the com-
pletion of the temple, already noted, and the re-
sumption of work under the urgent appeals of
the prophets,

Narrative Outline. (For the teacher, Language
and detail to be adapted to the pupils,)

Many of God's messages were conveyed to
Zechariah by “angels” (Zech. 1. 8 9, ete,: 2.
3 ete.; 3.1, ete.), and are in the form of
visions of a highly allegorical sort—for example,
the visions of horses, 1. 7-11: of horns and
smiths, 1, 18-21; of the man with the measur-
ing line, 2, 1-5: of the high priest’s change of
iment, 1-10.  To-day we study the vision
of the golden candlestick, after ‘which come
those of  the flying roll, of the women and
phah, and of the chariots and horses,

ie sleeping prophet is aroused by the angel,
In front of him is the golden eandlestick or

Our picture of the

lampstand which belonged in the temple. The
pupil should be given a very definite conception
of the appearance of this lampstand, an upright
stem in the middle and three curved stems on
cach side, making in all seven resting-places for
lamps ; the stems were really pipes, through
which the olive oil perpetually flowed to feed
the lamps which constantly burned. The oil, as
Zechariah afterward learned, came from the
olive trees on each side. The lampstand and
the trees were pleasant to look upon, but Zecha-
viah felt that the angel would hardly have
waked him to see them if they had not symbol-
ized deep truth. . The angel asked, “Do you
know what all these mean?” and Zechariah
said, “No,”

The angel did not directly explain about the
olive oil or trees or lampstand, but instead he
gave to the prophet God's message to Zerul-
babel, the good governor. = Zerubbabel was try-
ing hard to have the temple built, but the people
were poor and discouraged, They had not of
themselves might or power enough to build fly
temple, and they were beginning to forget abont
God. But ‘God said (Golden Text), “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit.” It
God's Spirit worked with them they would he
sure to succeed. So soon as Zechariah heard
that, he fully understood the vision. Disconr-
aged Zerubbabel had thought his troubles as e
a8 4 mountain: God said they should soon he
flattened out like a plain, Discouraged Zerub-
habel had thought that the temple would never
be completed in his lifetime ; God promised that
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by Zerubbabel's own hands the last stone should
be put in its place while everybody around ap-
plauded. Discouraged Zerubbabel had thought
that some one else would have to finish the good
' work he had begun; God said that just as sure
as Zerubbabel had begun it, so surely would he
finish it. When he thought everybody had for-
gotten him God’s eyes had been tenderly watch-
ing him,
Nuggested Generalization. (Adapt form of state-
ment to pupils.)

As it was not the shining gold of the lamp-
stand that gave the light, but the oil flowing
through the pipes, so it is not money or h-nrqln';:
or shrewdness or influence that gives us real
power, but it is God's Spirit.

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive, © Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf. .

Preparing the Lesson.

Illustrative Material : See note for the Junior
Grade. Copy our picture on the blackboard,
Constructing the Lesson.

The lesson divides itself into The Vision,

GOLDEN CANDLESTICK,

verses 1-5, and The Interpretation, verses 6-10,
The second division is really an Application
rather than an Interpretation. The angel plain-
ly states the truth of which the constantly fed
and constantly shining lamps are the symbols.
Make plain, I. What Zechariah saw: 2. What
Zecharinh heard ; and 8. What lessons from the
vision should come to us,
Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline :

1. Make plain in every detail what Zecha:
riah saw; and first be sure you understand it
yourself.  On top of each of the seven arms of

1. What did the angel show to Zechariah ?
ceive their oil ¥
vision? Gorpex TexT:

Zevubbabel, 8. What do we learn from verse 10 ¥

Loliness,
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The Responsive Review

A golden lan
From two olive trees beside the lampstand,

The Church Catechism

0. What is the fellowship of believers § Thefellows|
of f‘hu Spiritand more pnrucglnrly the meeting of Christ

hip of believers is the communion of saints in the n‘x)gﬂy
their hearts and lives, to confess their sins to one another, and to admonish and exhort one another toall

ians with one another to testis

[Oct. 29

the candlestick (see picture) was a lamp, an|
as the arms were pipes through which the oil
passed, these lamps were continually fed wit)
fresh oil, so that the light could never go ou,
On each side of the lampstand was an olive
tree, to show that there was an unlimited sup-
ply- of olive oil to be drawn from. It is all a
symbol of unseen support. Other lamps have
to be filled from the outside, like our kerosens
lamps. But these were constantly full,

2. Zechariah asked the angel for an explang.
tion, and the angel by a question expressed sur
prise that he needed any, and gave him none,
Instead he told in plain words what the vision
stood for. Remind the class of Zerubbabel's
task; of his discouragement; of his lack of
financial support ; of the opposition of enemios
of the withdrawal of royal help, and of the lack
of interest on the part of the Jews. But Zerub-
babel had an unseen source of strength. It is
described in the Golden Text.
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The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen. Fach
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]

The background of this lesson should be (hor-
oughly explored by senior students : the wrong
ful accusations of the Samaritans: the Sus-
picions of the Persian governor, and his
investigation (Ezra 5. 3, 4) ; his report to Darius
(Ezra 5. 6-17) ; the search for Cyrus's decres
and the confirmatory decree of Darius (Fzra 6
1-12) (while the ‘search was going on the
prophetic visions came to Zechariah) : the re-
newal of interest and effort in the building of
the temple (Ezra 6. 13 ) ; the completion of
the temple: its dedication; and the readjust-
ment of the sacred services, The de
King Darius will repay close study; so will
Zechariah’s words concerning fasting., The eyes
of God see with joy the plummet in the hands
of Zerubbabel, as he tests the perfectness of the
rising structure, for nothing is overlooked by
the eyes of God. Verses 11-14 are necessary to
the complete understanding of the lesson, Zech-
ariah asks the meaning of the two olive trees,
and of the olive branches which stand out above
the rest at the side of the golden tubes, and
which empty the oil into the lamps, The angel
explains that these are the head of the church
and the head of the state,
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Primary Teachers’ Department

Primary Notes

HoME again after the Summer rest and the
summer stimulus, Many primary teachers have
enjoyed the Summer School, and having “heard
it” all, are eager to “do jt.” New methods of
work will be attempted—usually to the good of
the class, since tried and proved methods only
are emphasized in these valuable schools,

THE wise teacher will consider well whether
the new method is adapted to her class, Con-
ditions vary in primary schools as elsewhere,
Put the newly acquired ideas into practice, and
if they fit use them by all means, But first of
all and always, be Your own best self when you
come before your precious charge, committed
o you by the Father of every least child, and
never attempt to wear an “armor" designed for
another,

THERE are teachers, even primary teachers,
who will enter upon the fall campaign with a
lagging spirit. They see so little of the fruits
of their labors, They are not quite sure that
any real good comes of their well-meant efforts,
“Do you think that nothing is happening be-
cuse you do not see yourself grow, or hear the
whir of the machinery ?” says Henry Drum-
mond. “All great things grow noiselessly ; you
“n see a mushroom grow, but never a child,”
Be sure that your work is not in vain “in the
Lord” ! Put heart into it, let fervent prayers
sscend to the throne in behalf of your dear chil-
dren, get the best mental preparation you can,
ud then leave it to God and the angels !

AT the triennial convention of the Intep-
umtional Sunday School Association, held in
Toronto last June, the great topic was “Win-
ning a neration.” The humblest teacher has
i part in this vast undertaking, The associa-
tion stands for an enrollmeat of fourteen mijl-
lion children, What a work is in the hands of
the parents and Sunday school teachers of to-
dy! They are oing to be won—to something,
Shall it be to Christ and the church? The an.
swer depends largely—not wlmlly, but largely—
”,W}': the faith and love of the"Sunday school
teacher,

A Harvest Miuibnary Recitation
THE fields are all white, and the reapers are

We children are willing, but what ean we do
To work for our Lord in his harvest ?

“'e'l'l work by our prayers, by the pennies we
ring,

By small self-denials—the least little thing
May work for our Lord in his harvest,

Until, by and by, as the years pass at length,

€, too, may'be reapers, and go forth in
strength

To work for our Lord in his harvest,
—Nelected,

.
A Word of Cheer

THE most successful teacher of children is the
one who believes in inspirution, for this results
in a spontaneous, action, which Mr. Emerson
said “is always our best.” The teacher of chil-
dren 'should have such firm belief in this divine
breath as to hold it sacred.

Earnest worker in the child garden, keep your
heart open toward the children, your eyes bright
and sharp to see the latest flower blossoming
upon the tree of truth, and be sure to discern
its form and to appreciate its beauty and fra-
grance. Have your mind ready for promptings
from Him who will “bring all things to your
remembrance,” and “show you things to come,”

Go bravely forward in your work, with an
abandonment to God of your whole physical and
spiritual being. When he shall give to you—in
an unlooked-for manner, and when least ex-
pected—a germ of truth, of life, see that the
soil of your heart and mind be ag the good
ground to receive it; do not allow either fowls,
sun-scorch, or thorns to deprive you of it, but
guard it, water it, and give it a chance—it will
bring forth fruit, and its seeds, increased g hun-
dredfold, you may use for others. Take a seed
and plant it safe; “it wil grow while thou art
sh-n-pinu."—.llary J. Chisholm Foster, in The
Kindergarten of the Church,

—

The Gates of Opportunity

AND these gates “no man shutteth.,” The
traveler may pass by, and take some by-path
if he will, but there stand these open doors
which God hath set before us, and no mortal
power can close them, Through them comes
the appeal of souls in need; the ery for help;
the offer of the most rewardful work in the
world, in the church, the Sunday school, the
mission field, the destitute and desolate places,
among the sick and poor and sorrowful, among
the rich and sorrowful—everywhere and always,
“I have set before thee an_open door . , , for
thou hast a little strength.” * Enough then, to
enter, Enter then, and hix. strength made per-
fect in weakness shall suffice for all the way
beyond these open gates.—J, H, /.
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finternational Bible Lessons
FOURTH QUARTER

LESSON I—October 1
DANIEL AND BELSHAZZAR. Dan. 5. 17-30

GOLDEN TEXT: *The face of the Lord is against
them that do evil,” Psa. 34, 16,

Primary Notes

Preview. Look first at
Golden Text for Review :
“Thou crownest tln-. year
with thy goodness.” God's
goodness, then, will be a
fitting theme, evidently
in mind by the Lesson
Committee. A crown will
be a fitting symbol—only
It must be carefully explained, that as crowns
are set upon kings' heads to mark them as kings,
80 goodness marks each day and year, as with a
crown. Jewels are in crowns, Lesson thoughts
from God’s Word are worth more than jewels,
even diamonds. We will have one of these each
week. If we keep them all we shall be richer
than pearls and diamonds could make us, and
our riches will last longer.

God's gifts are all good. What he helps us to
do is all a free gift. These jewels will all show
goodness. Prepare a crown, so that a jewel can
be added weekly.

At one sitting, dear teachers, read over all the
quarter’s lessons, if possible, with the thought
of God’s goodness in view.

This little hymn verse
Me,) will emphasize it :

(tune, Jesus Loves

God is good. He crowns the year
3 With his merey, love, and cheer,

May we learn his holy way,
Love and trust him, and obey.

ITelp us to love thee,

Help us to trust thee,

Lord, may we follow

And please thee day by day.

Notice and emphasize personal character of
lessons. Make pupils acquainted this quarter
with Daniel. Belshazzar, Cyrus, Zernbbabel,
Zechariah, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, Paul (in
Temperance Lesson), and the Messiah. What
a m\m\u' of portraits!

Approach to the Lesson, There was once a
king who was rich, powerful, and well known,
but he was not wise, To be wise is to be able to
understand, to know what to do and how to do
it.  Wisdom is worth more than money, becanse,
rich as this king was, he could not buy wi
There is n way to get wisdom, but it

not to

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER ,

be bought for gold or silver.
will tell us who this king was, who could noi
read and understand a message sent him, and

who was so foolish and unwise that he lost his

chance of being good and ruling well, We shal
also learn, if we listen, about one who was very
wise, because God taught him, and how he read
the message to the king.

Introduction. Go back over chapters thye

and four, and portray the scene upon which the
lesson opens, the place, the persons, the myste
niel

rious message, and the summons which 1)
answered, coming in the strength and courage

which only God could give, \
Daniel's Wisdom.

needed it, and where he got it, Daniel knew
much, but wisdom taught him how to use il
First, he told the wonderful and strange story
of Belshazzar's father, and how he learned
know God.
understood this lesson and worshiped Gaod, in-
stead of bowing to idols, and using the holy
things of God's temple, drinking wine and prais
ing idols, in the golden cups. It was very wiv
in Daniel to say all these things. God tauglt
him, as he will teach us, if we ask, and are w
ing to learn. We won't have such a chanc
Daniel did, but we need wisdom, just the sm
for every day. 3

The Message. Put this into simple words «
that all may understand. )

Belshazzar had not used his chance, and nov
it was to be taken from him. Ah, foolish |
to lose so much by pride and pleasing himslf
Give the story’s ending briefly—wise Daniel st
on high and honored, and the unwise king killel
in the coming in of the enemy.

Crown Jewel: Wisdom, Little people nel
to be wise, and grow up having wisdom. HRe
member how Daniel began, as a Temperane
Boy. God will make us wise. Let us ask, and
let us take, and use, what he gives,

Thought for Teachers, It will
wisdom to teach this lesson aright.

take great
The Golden

Text should be taught”in contrast with li.vniv;l‘-
character. God’s face was turned toward hin.
is the positive teaching.

The story to-day

Seek to make little ones
understand what wisdom is, how much Daniel

The son, Belshazzar, ought to have

L
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to-day LESSON II—October 8 it would have showed him to be a coward, at

1d not this time,
0, and DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN. Dan. Daniel's Deliverance. Here is another e Vi
t his 6.10-23 The three words may be written on the board
o shall B it % after one capital letter D, . Recall definition of
8 very GoLoEN 'l The angel of the Lord encamp-  gojivarance, ang make sure that it is under-
e read eth round about them _”““ fear him, and de- 504 Describe the anxiety of the wicked men
ivere em.” Psa, 34, 7. : PR
livereth them.”  Psa, 34. 7. l‘ld)ll%lsll God's (rllw servant, the king's distress
and effort to save Iinl.
Primary Notes y Remember that it is the an

Approach. Were you that is the center of the story. Turn the
ever in great trouble, and  thoughts to the angel shutting the lions’ mouths,
rere  you helped out? and to the calm trust of Daniel, who was no
e ¥ DG - more afraid now than when he kneeled at his
I'hen you were delivered, n){)en window to pray. Picture the coming of
To deliver means to save, t luk unflmml .lk]mg 1'n lllt‘l early morning, and
o of danger, make the children hear the ring of faith ung!
to bring ""'_ of \ B cheer in Daniel's “my God hath sent his angel,
to help out of trouble, to wn Jewel: Deliverance, Make this thought
keep from being hurt or practical by enumerating dangers besetting chil-
harmed. The Golden Text  dven, and ‘their safety in God. Sin is worse

thre
ch the
myste:
Daniel

Durige

gel of deliverance

I Ones
Daniel

knew
se i

: 4 % than a lion, and God is able to save fro in.
wtory tells us how those who love God and fear to do rlv"“"”"l'far T{_’:”.’“,m. These \"Olgat'll’,'lf:l."()lll

ned (o wrong are saved, or delivered, God sends his

0 have

stament stories carry their own teaching with

angel to do it. Onee there was a good man lying  th

s m. The child m}n apply it, if they are told
wul, in- : . E him with spirit, and in the right spirit. Irradi-
J aslee rison. p s there because h 3 5 A
> holy asleep in a "'N’",, e was put Mg ate this story with the truth of the encamping
. he loved Jesus, Those who dnllnu! I(.)\.e t'lw angel, and the sure deliverance, and of God's
Jivae Saviour took this man and put him in jail, iL-  being the same now and forever,
v Wise

tending to kill him. The man was so full of
peace and trust that he could sleep even there
A and then. By and by a touch woke him. Be-
hold, there was an angel standing by, and the
doors were open, The angel said,

ght

'ut on your

coak and follow me.” So the two went out
d now and no one knew till daylight. They went along,
| and by and by an iron gate opened to them si-
""""l"w[‘ lently without a touch, and then the angel, hav-

Killd ing brought the man to a part of the city that
lie knew, left him to 20 on to the house of his

v el it 5 " >
L friends, where they were praying for him. You

‘,r”z:w know where this story comes from. It is from

k. and the Bible, and the man's name was Peter, An

< tugel delivered him. But it was not the first —_—
great angel God ever sent on such an errand,

Jolden God always xh-lll\ s his ('hili(ln'n lwlmn (I;q-l,\ LESSON 111 October 15
are in trouble. Either he takes the trouble
— away from them, or he takes them away from RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY. Ezra
the trouble, or else he helps them to bear it, so : LI-11
‘ that it is not rveally trouble any more, but

something that is good for them, no matter how GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord hath done great
hard it may seem,

L na, . . E » things for us; whereof we are glad.,” Psa.
'Ihuurl in Dange Aim to fix the l(‘Inldn-n s 126. 2 & n
thouzhts upon deliverance. Neek to lead them it

to firm trust in God for help at “lll times, llh-- Primary Notes
sribe Daniel's danger. Who envied him? W by ? App

2 2 ¥ ! o S & Appr o 4 r as

: What did these enemies wish to do? What plan p].!l)’alt‘h As f:.u s

lid they make to get him into trouble? : pPossible the jewel-

Danicl's Duty. 1t made no difference what thoughts are linked close-

I\I\li:-l\-n-;l rule o“llll‘;llit‘-\' nuult-‘hll was ll)x;niuhI Iy with the Golden Text,

¥ to pray just the same. was right, an .

* needed to pray, and God would hear him. even though the word

Suppose he had been a coward, and shut up his may not be of the short-

— Vindows ; 1 pre yed in‘t‘lni.dulrk.-l\\'ould he }Ill\_‘“ est. If it is emphatic in

it to expect God's loving eare? Tt is f

ays to pray where people ean see, “f" ',”"' it is better to

!l had not ‘opened his windows to. " explain than to pass it

Ward the city of Jerusalem and its holy temple  over, if it really contains a lesson children can

aniel’s
d him.
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understand. In this lesson there is a ring of
joy in the Golden Text, and Gladness is a most
appropriate crown jewel,

Open with a little talk about being away from
home a long time, and how it feels to get back.
At the time of the civil war in this country a
soldier was taken prisoner. For months and
months he was kept in prison, and then he was
sick, far away from home, after being set free,
At last he was able to go home, His little girl
had long been watching and waiting for him.
Every day she went to the gate many times to
look up the street, wondering if he would come
soon. When the soldier came at last, what a
happy meeting it was, after being a captive or
a prisoner so long! They were all glad together.
They talked together of what great things God
had done for them in bringing them together
again,

To-day's story tells of gladness like that, only
many, many more people were happy.

Introductory. Go back far enough into the
history to explain the captivity. Recall lesson
of September 3. Captivity of Judah. Picture
the long weary years of absence from home and
country.

God's Message to King Cyrus. This was a
king of a heathen country, yet God could speak
to him, and he did. He could use him, and he
did. The Lord told Cyrus, the Persian king
who now had rule over Babylon, to build again
the beautiful temple at Jerusalem, and to let
the Jews, God’s own peonle, go back there to
their own land.

Cyrus’s Message to the People. The king
wrote down what God said, and also sent the
word all through his kingdom. He told the cap-
tive Jews, from the land of Judah, that now

they were free to go back, and God would be
with them. Wherever any Jews were found
who wished to go back and help to build God's
house, those who lived in the place must help
them, with gold, and silver, and goods, and
beasts, as a freewill gift, not taking any pay.
The Return. Picture the gladness of the peo-
ple over the king's message, and how their
hearts longed to go home, and to build the tem-
ple. Make vivid the gathering of the families,
the gifts of the neighbors, the preparation for
the journey, in which perhaps even the children
could help, and try to imagine how they all felt.
Tell how Cyrus brought out the beautiful and
precious vessels belonging to the temple, which
his father, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken when
he brought the people away as captives and
burned the holy house of God. He had put
these in the idol's temple, but now they were
to be given back. There were five thousand
four hundred in all, and Shesh-bazzar, a Prince
of Judah, received them for the people, as they

took their way up from Babylon to Jerusalem,

with joy.

Jewel-Thought:  Gladness. Did not God

crown that year of return home with goodness
and gladness? How thankful and happy they
must have been! And whenever we get away
from our Father, by doing wrong, so that siy
makes us prisoners, we can feel this gladness if
we will come back. The Way is always open,
We need not stay far from Jesus, but may come
back and obey him, and he will make us glad.

Thought for Teachers. 1f we have no “golden
vessels,” no rare gifts to offer for God's service,
we can surely bring “silver basins of the second
sort.” These always outnumber those of gold,
and the Lord hath need of every one.

LESSON IV—October 22

REBUILDING THE TEMPLE. Fina
3.10t0 4.5

GOLDEN TEXT: “The temple of God is haly,
which temple ye are,” 1 Cor. 3. 17.

Primary Notes

Approach. The theme
of this lesson is building
for God. The  church
where we pray and praise
is built for God. It is

this, The bricks and
boards are no better than
those in houses, but be
cause God is worshiped it is his holy house. It
is not a place in which to run and play. In-
press this upon the children, and also that we do
not need to be*in church all the time to have
God with us, for we can be temples for him to
stay in, if our hearts are open and ready for
him to come in and stay always. .
Introduce by little story of an artist who
painted the ceiling of a church as (-m'ufuh.\"m
the out-of-sight places as anywhere, because God
could see what man could not. God looks at the
inside. He wants hearts clean and loving for

his temple. 9
How the Ptople Built. They began at the
foundations, am(‘ so must we, We must begin
at the beginning, and make a place deep down
in our hearts for God. 3
They praised God all the time, Let the chil-

set apart to be used for.
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dren listen, in fancy, to the great chorus of
praise and the sound of many instruments, The
song was all about the goodness and mercy of
God. He brought them back to their land, and
for him they would build a house, and sing while
they did it,

The Work Stopped. When the heathen who
lived in the land saw what was going on they
were displeased to be left out, and came and said
they would help. But how could they serve God
when they did not know or believe in him? The
chief man, the prince, told them that jt could
not be. Here is another of the principal persons
in the quarter's lessons. The man who had
charge of the precious vessels and of building the
temple was Zerubbabel, also called Shesh-bazzar,
He was born in Babylon, but was a prince, and
when the chance came to go back to Jerusalem,
God moved his heart to go, and he put himself
it the head of the company to lead them, It is
well to remember this long name, because this
second temple, coming after Solomon’s, is often
alled after Zerubbabel's name, since he had so
wuch to do with building it.

It is sad to know that when the enemies of
the Jews found they could do nothing else, they
made the people weak, and troubled them in
building, and hired men to talk against them
ind hinder them, so that the work of building
stopped, through all the rest of the rule of
Cyry Many years afterward, when Darius
ing of Persia, he gave it another start, and
the house of God was finished,

This lesson should make us think of God's
boly house, There must always be a church
vhere God's people can meet fo worship him,
e only a little sod church on the prairie,
or one built of mud and grass in Africa, buf

o ever God meets his people, there is a holy
Plare,

Mo st of all, our Father wants a holy place in
or hearts, kept always for him, clean and
feet, Tfave we such a place in the heart?
Jewel-Thought : Holiness, Explain that to be
loly is to be right, to be oure, loving, clean in-
ite, and like Jesus, To be like the holy Jesus
isbetter than anything else,

WHIGH-TEMPLE e AR

g

\\\\\"\\ |

If “Holiness to the
upon

Th‘/‘myhl for Teachers,

lord” “was" “written the bells of* the

799

'
horses” long ago, and even upon the pots and
pans in temple service, surely our lowliest sery-
ices should bear the inscription.

LESSON V—October 29

POWER THROUGH GOD'S SPIRIT. Zech.
4. 1-10

“Not by might, nor by power,
spirit, saith the Lord,” Zech,

Primary Notes

Approach, Seek to ex-
pldin and emphasize the
- thought of power that
cannot be seen and yet is
strong. John stood near
a big locomotive, which
was on the track. “How
big and strong it is!” he
said to father, “Why
doesn’t it just start and go?  “It hasn't
power,” father answered. “Strong as it is,
there must be steam inside to start it. A man
builds a fire, makes the water boil, and then the
steam makes the wheels go. You can't see how
the wheels are turned, but you can see them go,
and then you know the power must be there,"

Earl was playing with a pile of stones. He
Was up on a bridge, and dropped the stones down
into the water te hear them splash. “What
makes the stones fall down?" he asked father,
“There is a strange power in the earth that
draws everything down,” was the answer, “Un-
less you hold it up in some way, everything goes
straight to the ground, which draws it by this
power. We eall it gravitation. Nobody ever
saw it, but it is one of the strongest things in
the world, Nothing would come down, and
nothing would stay down where it is put if it
were not for this power,"”

There is another power
and yet is strong,
the cars move,

GOLDEN Text:
but by my
4. 6.

‘ Q\;\

that can’t be seen,
It is electricity, that makes
Some of the strongest things in
the world cannot be seen, We know them by
what they do,

Zechariah's Message.  Another new person.
Tell of his birth in ﬁnl\_vlnn. his being a minis-
ter (or priest) and prophet, or teacher, too.
God gave the prophets in those days long ago
mesgages straight from himself, anc they were
afterward put in the Bible, We have the whole
Bible now, and do not need such prophets, Re-
call close of last lesson, the hindering of temple-
building, Tell how for sixteen years the work
stopped.  Now came a message from God to
Zechariah,  He had an angel-visitor from God
who showed and told him many things,
others, the sight of a golden lampstand,
words that explained it. here were seven
lamps, and seven pipes for oil to keep them
burning. Close by stood two olive trees, Qijl
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for the lamps must come from the olives. No
one but God could make olives grow to give oil.
It was by his power alone. Yet men could make
pipes to carry the oil. Even this power to work
must come from God, so all must be of God,
you see, Then the angel, that had wakened the
prophet out of sleep to hear the message and see
the vision, or wonderful sight, told him the mes-
sage for Zerubbabel. He said that the great
work for God was not to be done by any power
or strength of man, but all by the help of God's
Holy Spirit. He said that Zerubbabel had be-
gun the work of building the temple, and he
should finish it, so that the topstone should be
set at last with glad shouts. No one should de-
spise the little things, for God could use them
all and give power to work for him,

Jewel-Thought: Power. Tell very simply how
(iod can make us strong to do hard things,

Thought for Teachers. Although no earthly
might or power can avail for the building of
character committed to us, it can.be done “by
my spirit, saith the Lord.”

Whisper Songs for October
FIRST LESSON

THE evil, the unthankful,
The promh‘must lose their way :

But God walks with the righteous,
And leads them day by day.

SECOND LESSON

With angels in the heavens
Or lions in their den—

We need not choose, since Jesus
Has come to live with men,

THIRD LESSON

Our loving Lord will follow
Wherever we may roam,
And with our lessons ended,
Will lead us safely home,

FOURTH LESSON

The Lord is in his children,
He shines from every face ;
We are his holy temple ;
His glory fills the place.

FIFTH LESSON
No human might or power
Can fill our hearts with love ;

But love—the Holy Spirit—
Flows freely from above.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Fourth Quarter
Teacher. This is the day which the Lord hath
made,
C'lass. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
RECITATION, OR SONG.

“Here we come again on Sunday,
When the church bells sweetly call,
With our bright and happy greetings,
Wishing our good-day to all.

“IHere we come to help each other,
Loving, kind, and strong to grow,
And we thank our heavenly Father,
For he ever loves us so.”

WHISPER PRAYER.

“Lord, help me when I try to pray.

Not only mind the words I say,

But may I try, with watchful care,
To have my heart go with my prayer.”

PRAYER (all joining in Lord's Prayer at the
close).

SONG OF PRAISE.

OFFERING,

(Arrange a march, if possible, even though
the space may be limited, A pretty basket dee
orated with pink ribbons as a receptacle, and a
sweet giving song, as the children march past
the basket, depositing their offerings, will do
much to dignify and enrich this part of the
serviee,)

BIRTHDAY OFFERING. (Ning softly.)

“Hear the pennies dropping,
Hear them as they fall,
Every one for Jesus,
He shall have them all.”

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.

REVIEW OF LAST LESSON.

MotioN SoNG.

Lessox Tavenr,

Ecno PRAYER.

CALLING BACK THE LESSON,

CrLosING EXERCISE.

“As we raise our hands toward the sky above,

We remember God's banner over us is love.

qu we bow our heads again in prayer,
Giving ourselves to his loving care®

May the lesson learned in our hearts sink deep.
May the Lord between us a loving watch keep.
May we show this week in our work and play.

That we've learned of Jesus on this holy day.
We pray thee to take each little hand,

Aund lead us all to the better land. 9N =
“Amen.
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An Important Article
Reprinted from the September Number Sunday SchoolBanner.”

CHURCH LIBRARIES

aging remarks Wwere made about
Sunday Schoo] libraries,  This

may have arisen from the class of books
which are not acceptable to the scholars,
or from the fact that the members of the
school are not readers, or are spending
their time on newspapers and magazines,
at any rate the remedy lies with the
school itself, It is quite easy to have
ttee appointed to be on

ing the year for the most

sultable books anq to add to them as
funds are available. If there are good
books in the library, then it is the duty
of the teacher to know something about
them and to recommend them to the
members of his clags, It is always in
place for a minister to recommend a good
book from the pulpit. It ig the duty of
the church ang Sunday School to mould
character, and books strengthen or un-
dermine manhood, and much of the

% T a recent convention some dispar-

Are we as moulders of character to al-
low this condition of things to go on ?
Visit the homes of the people and look
at the family library. The people have
no strong thoughts on theology, because
our sermons are no longer doctrinal, and
there are no theological works in the
family library, We are greatly in need
of church libraries, one in every church,
and open on prayer-meeting nights, where
strong books, such as the people do not

The force of this article will appeal to all,

buy, but which they ought to read, may
be found. The theological habit of mind
existing among Presbyterians ig due in a
Breat measure to the church librarieg in
connection with eyep the smallest
churches in the olq land. We have in
mind a man who was nonplussed by an
atheistic rellow-workman, who, whilst
acknowledging defeat, went to the church
library and Secured Watson’s Institutes
of Theology, and studied the volumes,
and then returneq to gain a victory gver
his opponent,
e have known ma,
who b

d_Fletcher,
find that to-day ? We must not leave the
world of books to the devil.  Christ has
his place in literature and he is

which will never How are
the people, young and old, to know about
these stimulating books in blography, his-
tory, sermons, e8says and fiction unless
Some one instructs them, and who is bet-
ter qualified to do

does the duty devol

and the Sunday Sch,

books may form a

the y
people with a library in the church,

There is no better time than the

present to enlarge your Sunday School Library by the addition of some

bright new books, or to start a Church Library,

Write to

WILLIAM BRIGGS, “THE BOOK ROOM”
29-33 Richmond Street West, Toronto

for free Catalogue and full information. IMAkE A START NOW AND GET
THE BENEFIT OF THE WHOLE READING SEASON,




One of the Many Points of Excellence in a

SOUVENIR

Range is the *‘ Aerated’ Oven

Over the oven door of the “SOUVENIR " are small openings by
which fresh air is admitted into the oven, by an ingenious device used
only on “SOUVENIRS;,” this fresh air is passed over the hot oven top
and thoroughly heated before passing into the oven.

There are also openings from the oven to the chimney flue by which
the vitiated air is discharged, Being replaced by fresh.

By this arrangement the oven is constantly breathing in fresh air, which
keeps the roast from drying up, thus preserving the juices of the meat.

Some constructions have a slide in the oven door by which they
claim’ to ventilate the oven, but it will be readily seen that to admit
cold air direct into the oven would so reduce the temperature as to be
disastrous to good cooking.

A ‘“Souvenir” Range is Always Reliable

A Quick and Even BaKer, and Uses Little Fuel

Manufactured by

The Gurney, Tilden Co., Limited

Hamiiton Montreal Vancouver
Western Agents
Tilden, Gurney & Co.,
Winnipeg, Man.




