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FOR OYER SIXTY YEARS

MRs. WINSLOW'S' BOOTHING SYRUP has been n-ed by nilions of
mothers for their childran while teeth ng. If d sturhed at night
and broken of your rest by a child suffering and crying with
pain of Cutting Teeth, send at once #nd get & hottle of ** Mrs, Wins-
Tlow's Soothing Syrup” f r Chidren Teething. It will relieve the
poor little sufferer immediately, Depend - jom It mothers. there is
1o mistake about it. It cures Diarrhies, «-culates the Stomach and
Bowels, cures Wind Colir, sof.ens the ( , reduces Infiummation,
and gives tone and energy to the whole system,  Mrs. Winslos's
Soothing Syrup " for children teething is pleasant to the taste and
Is.the prescription of one of the oldest and best female physicians
and nurses in the United States, Price twenty.five conts a bottle.
Sold by all druggists throughout the world, Be sure and ask fuz
“ MRS, WINSLOW'S SBOOTHING SBYRUP."

The Sunday o id

umes, specially

’ selected  for the

ool Library S sace iis

rary, and will be

glad to send a copy (gratis) to any one interested, who
will send us their name and address, We carry the largest
stock in Canada, of books suitable for the 8. 8. Library,
and on our shelves are to be found the best books of the
best authors, and procurable on the best terms anywhere
tobe had, For those who cannot visit the Book Room, we
have a provision that gives them the advantage of a per-
sonal selection, We will send ww:'n.{ school within
reasonable distance of Toronto, & ignment of care-
fully chosen books on approval. After a selection has
been made, the halance may be returned at our expense.
Schools will find that our books are sold at the very lowest
prices, in many cases below the prices charged by Depart-
mental stores, and we offer largest assortment to choose
from. Before ordering, write for our catalogue and terms.

WILLIAM BRICGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO

Sunday School Requisites

OFFICERS' AND TEACHERS' RECORD BOOKS

Secretary's Minute Book, 50c.

Sunday School Minute Book, 50c.

Caswell's Sunday Bchoo) Record, newly published,
complete and practical. Records Attendance of Offi-
cers and Teachers; Attendance, Verses, Offerings,
ete., of each Class ; Literature taken by the School ;
and Secretary’s cash account with the Teacher. will
last the largest school three years, Strongly bound
in half leather, $2.00.

Eller's :nternational Record. Comnvlete record of
Attendance, Verses, etc, Con'ains also r of
3 Scholars, pages for ding Minutes of
-special meetings, blanks for entering Constit+.sion and
WBy-laws, Treasurer's Report, etc., etc. For 20 classes,
$1.00; for 40 classes, $1.60.

Perrin’s Perfection Sunday School Record. A
very comtleu and practical record of the business of
the school. For 20 classes, $1.00 ; for 40 classes, §1.50.

Hobart's Condenzed Contains a complete
Register of Attendan

ce of Officers, Teachers and
Scholars, Collections, and Blanks for recording
‘Minutes of each Sunday, etc., 60c.

Eiler's Primary Teacher's Record. For marking
A d Oollecti y8, ete,, with valuable
hints to Teachers, eto., 20c,

Roll Book. Designed for use in Infant Classes, Bib'~
Classes, etc. 00 pages, $1.00,

School Complete and efficient, 60c.
Librarian's Account Book. Quarto size, 50c.
Librarian’s Account Book. Foolscap size, 7
Sunday School Class Took. Per doz, 75c.
Cowley’s Comprehensive Class Book. New design,

with cut leaves necessitating but one entry of the
names, Per doz., $1.00.

Perrin’s Class Book. By an ingenious arrangement
the record of the class for the whole year may be
entered without turning over a leaf. Paper covers,
per doz., 50c.

PRICES NET,

MISCELLANEOUS REQUISITES
Excelsior Lib: Adapted to ** pigeon-hole
system.” Card for the Librarian, $1.00 per hundred.
“ "« Scholar, bue. per hundred.
Librarian’s Cards, 50 in package, per package, 30c.

Perrin’s Collection Envelopes. Record the givings
for full year. Linen-faced, Per doz., 50c.

Lapilinum, or Blackboard Cloth, 4 feet wide, Per
yard, $2.00.

t Reading Book. FEasy Scripture Lessons in large
to.{&o for very small chl}dnn. llustrated, Per doz.,

d Reading Book. Graded Scripture Lessons for
older children. Large type and illustrated. Per doz.,

Lord's Prayer, set to music. For Sunday Schools
opening and closing. 26 in package, 25¢.

New Folding Card, Ten O d
Lord’s Prayer, Apostle’s Creed, etc, 12 cards in
packages, 20c,

Temperance Pl Cards, with or without Tobacco
Pledge, Per h $1.00,

Temperance Pledge Oards, includi Tobacco, Pro-
fane hngnn, and Reading of Bad terature. Per
hundred, $1.00,

for 75 N
W;w ulll:t Spaces for names.

The Leaf Cluster, for the Infant Class. Quarterly.
Per quarter, 76c, ; per year, $8.00.

w 0{ The Methodist ohlrol,"%
lished under the authority of the General Conference.
Per dozen, 40c.

New 8. 8. Reward Cards and Tickets, in & variety
of designs, at 10c., 16c. and 20c. per package.

POSTPAILID

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher, Reeitsi®"% TORONTO

O. W, Coates, Montreal.

8. F. Huestls, Halifax, N.8,
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An Answered Prayer.

BY MARIANNE FARNINGHAM,
“(0 give me a message of quiet,”
I ask in my morning-prayer :

“ For the turbulent trouble within me

Is more than my heart can bear.
Around there is strife and discord,
And the storms that do not cease,

And the whirl of the world is on me—

Thou only canst give me peace.”

1 open the old, old Bible
And look at a page of Psalms,
Till the wintry sea of my trouble

Was smoothed by its summer calms.

For the words that have helped so many,
And the pages that seemed most dear,

Seemed new in their power to comfort,
And they brought me my word of cheer.

Like music of solemn singing
These words came down to me:
“The Lord is slow to anger,
And of mercy great is he;
Each generation praiseth
His work of long renown,
The Lord upholdeth all that fall,
And raiseth the bowed down.”

That gave me the strength I wanted ;
I knew the Lord was nigh ;

All that was making me sorry
Would be better by-and-bye.

1 had but to wait in patience,
And keep at my Father's side,

And nothing would really hurt me,
Whatever might betide.

If you wai. « nind some one Who will
probably make you one of the very best
Home Department Superintendents, look
around your church for some lonely mem-
ber with a broken heart who needs some-
thing to do that will take her mind oft
herself and give her something that will
help others. In this way she may find
a new interest in life and live out many
days of usefulness yet. This is worth
remembering.
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Novel Sunday School Methods,

HERE is now running in The Out-
look an interesting account of the
work of Rev. W. 8. Rainsford,

formerly of Toronto, in St. George's
Church, New York City. This was one
of the churches that was being emptied
by the removal of well-to-do people
“up-town.” Mr. Rainsford describes his
methods of filling the church up again
with the people who come into that
neighborhood. He makes a strong ally
of the Sunday School. His description
of the first Sunday School they opened
in conuection with a mission close at
hand is certainly unique:

“1 walked in, and one of the first things
1 saw was that the boys had ranged
themselves like a wedge, and before I

could say a word I was knocked flat on
the floor—full length—and for a while

we had a pretty rough time, until we had
cleaned out about twenty of the worst
of them. We did the best we could
with the boys that remained. When we
got ready to go, my friend went out a
little ahead of me, and when I got out,
I found him astride the gutter, with two
boys between his legs, defending himself
from two more, I never called a police-
man ; though at first things of that kind
happened. I remember one man in par-
ticular—a big, strong fellow. He came
in and sat down in the Sunday School
(by this time T had some of the very best
teachers I could find working there, and
I always put the best workers I
had there), and began to talk in a way
that a man should not talk to a lady.
He was a little drunk. I saw the lady’s
face flush ; I walked over, and told him
to get out. He would not move, ¢
said :

“‘“We are here to help you people ; we
are paid nothing for it; now, you are
enough of a man to respect a lady ; why
do you sit here and make it impossible
for her to teach these boys 7’

“He swore at me and would not get
out.

“‘“You don’t want me to call a police-
man, do you? Go out quietly.’

““He jumped to his feet, and I saw I
was in for a row. He was as big a man
as I am. I did not call a policeman, but
I hit him harder than I ever hit a man
in my life, and knocked him down.
Then I stood over him and said :

“‘Have you had enough ?’

‘“He said, ‘Yes.’

“*“All right I answered; ‘now get
out” And he went,

“ About three weeks after that, we got
into a scrimmage outside the Sunday
School room with some toughs, and, to
my horror, I saw, elbowing his way
through the crowd, this same burly fel-
low, and I began to feel that, between
him and the others, I would be killed,
when, to my astonishment, he walked up
to the ringleader and said :

“‘The Doctor an’ me can clean out
this saloon ; you get out.’”

Mr. Rainsford is a vigorous opponent
of the pew-letting system. He believes
in the free church. Neither is he
strongly in favor of street-preaching.
He has had with him workers from the
McAuley Mission and also Dr. Wilson,
of Canada. For six years they worked
along Salvation Army lines. But his
impression is the results were compara-
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tively insignificant. The way to reach
a neighborhood, he says, is to reach its
children. Some one asked him regard-
ing plans for working in the rapidly
growing section to the north of the city.

“I would take six stables,” he said,
“or rent space above stables, pick out
half a dozen godly, able, capable young
men, give them $1,500 a year, and tell
them to start Sunday Schools in those
stables. I would pick out places where
the population was coming in; I would
80 where real estate people thought pro-
perty was likely to advance ; and in ten
years I believe that half of those Sunday
Schools would have developed into big
churches.”

How a Toronto Class Holds
Young Men,

A little innocent fun now and then
among the young men of a Bible class
need not be the cause of some good soul’s
raising the cry that in the “good old
days ” such a thing would not be allowed.
Young people are full of the activity
divinely given them, and if a jolly time
at supper will “hold them” to the
church, no harm need be done., For a
class banquet in Toronto an invitation
bubbling over with good-nature was re-
cently issued, which may give a clew to
the reason why the young men’s class of
Bloor Street Preshyterian Church s
doing so much good, practical work in
and out of the class. The invitation 1s
printed on pink cardboard, and reads as
follows, being printed in the prevalent
sentence-to-line form: “Did you hear
the banquet bell ? This slip of paper
(fifty cents, please) is good for one meal
at the yearly Ambrosial Feast of the old,
middle-aged, and young members of the
Bloor Street Presbyterian Bible Class, at
Webb's Eating House, Tuesday evening,
March 10, 1903. No toasts—dry or but-
tered. A great poem of ninety-four
verses, in hexameter and diameter style,
written in (gas) meter by Kipyard
Rudling.” A symposium of deep thoughts
on Canada’s Elements of Strength and
Weakness.” Several members have
kindly consented not to sing. Dirges by
the Class Gleeless Club, Foregathering
at 6. Soup served hot (by special ar-
rangement) at 6.30. Automobiles at
10.30. J. Miles Langstaff, 233 Bruns-

wick Avenue, president, while he remains
single ; Theo. J. Meek, Knox College,
secretary, on trial ; Frank Yeigh, 667
Spadina Avenue, teacher, during good
behavior.,”—S8. 8. Times.

A Pre-Abrahamic Library.

Students of ancient history, and especi-
ally those who are interested in the dis-
covery of documents that will throw ad-
ditional light upon the events recorded
in the first eleven chapters of Genesis,
will be delighted with the announcement
that Prof. Hilprecht, of the University of
Pennsylvania, has unearthed a large clay
tablet library at Nippur, every word of
which was written before Abram left Ur
of the Chaldees. The tablets are in a
good state of preservation and can be
deciphered with little difficulty. They
were brought to this country in twenty-
two large cases, containing from six to
eight boxes each, and have been placed
among the treasures of the University of
Penusylvania museum at Philadelphia.
This ancient library opens up a mine of
information for which the world has been
seeking in vain for centurieg and in the
absence of which even the wisest of men
Lave been forced to fall back upon con-
jectures. Now there is hope that guess-
work will give way to certainty as to the
deinils of civilization previous to the
time of Abraham and in the period in
which he lived. The partial examina-
tion of the tablets made by Prof. Hil-
precht while at Nippur and during the
last year at Constantinople revealed the
fact that they deal with every branch of
literature known to the Babylonians.
The inscriptions include hundreds of his-
torical texte ; dictionaries ; lists of birds,
animals, plants and stones, lists of
words for chairs, stools, and other
articles of furniture; beautiful hymns ;
astronomical and mythological insecrip-
tions ; and tablets containing grammati-
cal sentences written by students, arith-
metical calculations, etc. Much remains
to be translated and given to the world.
Prof. Hilprecht says the methodical publi-
cation of the rich and varied contents of
the library, the first of its kind so far
excavated in Babylonia, and now con-
stituting one of the most precious pos-
sessions of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, will be taken in hand vigorously
and become his chief task for the next
twenty years.—Ziun’s Herald,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

The Greatest Book.

WRITER in The Sunday Magazine
indulges in a series of curious
computations based upon the num-

ber of Bibles now in circulation, This
mumber he estimates upon good evidence
sto be about 200,000,000 copies. Reckon-
‘ing the average size of the volumes to be
.bx6%x1% inches, he figures up 5,642,260

MUWI'I’H‘M E
OF WORLD \isoo
Fig. 1.

as the number of cubic feet of Bibles in
existence. With this enormous bulk
could be built a wall of Bibles six feet
high, which would reach over four hun-
dred miles, from New York to Buffalo,
or from London to Geneva, Switzerland.

If all the paper used in the greatest
book were to be taken in one sheet, at
the most modest computation some 518,-
123 acres would be required. Take them
volume by volume, and their area would
cover 1,036 acres.

' PFig. 2.

T.oad them on merch:nt ships of aver-
age tonnage (1,340 tons), and a fleet of
eighty vessels would be required to trans-
port the volumes. And it should be re-
membered that in 1800, only a century
ago, the world’s stock of Bibles was not
more than 5,000,000

In Fig. 1 the three open volumes in
the upper portion of the dlagram are
drawn, as far as height and width are

concerned, in proportion to the estimated
number of Bibles circulating in 1800 and
1889, and the number that experts de-
clare existed throughout the world at the
dawn of the twentieth century. In 1800,
four years before the British and Foreign
Bible Society was founded, the world
possessed, notwithstanding the fact that
no less than 1,326 editions were printed
in the sixteenth century alone, only
5,000,000 copies of the greatest of bboks,
and judging from the fact that 14,000
families in Sweden had not a single Bible
and that 60,000 inhabitants of Iceiand had
but 50 copies among them, these 5,000,-
000 must have been very unevenly dis-
tributed. In 1889, thanks to the various
Bible Societies and the wonderful im-
provements in the printing press, the
circulation of the holy book had multi-
plied almost thirty times.

In the lower portion of the diagram
the lengths of the two columns are drawn
in proportion to the population of the
world in 1800 and 1900, and it can be
seen at a glance that although the Bible
circulation had increased forty times dur-
ing that period, the population of the
world had also increased about two and
one-third times, so that the net increase
in the Bible circulation—that is, the pro-
portion of Bibles to inhabitants—is about
seventeen times what it was in 1800 ; in
other words (see Fig. 2), whereas in 1800
there was only one copy to every 128 of
the world’s inhabitants, in 1900 there was
one to every seven and a half, or three
copies to every seven Christians on the
earth. In order to show the relative
values of these three numbers (128, 7%,
214) graphically and clearly, the three
squares in Fig. 2 are drawn in proportion
to them.

President Roosevelt on the Bible,

VERY thinking man, when he thinks,
realizes what a very large num-
ber of people tend to forgef, that

the teachings of the Bible are so inter-
woven and entwined with our whole civic
and social life that it would be literally—
1 do not mean figuratively, I mean liter-
ally—impossible for-us to figure to our-
selves what that life would be if these
teachings were removed. We would
lose almost all the standards by which
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we now judge both public and private
morals ; all the standards toward which
we, with more or less resolution, strive
to ralse ourselves. Almost every man
who has, by his life-work, added to the
sum of human achievement of which the
race is proud, of which our people are
proud, almost every such man has based
his life work largely upon the teachings
of the Bible. Sometimes it has been
done unconsciously, more often con-
sciously ; and among the very greatest
men a disproportionately large number
have been diligent and close students of
the Bible at first hand.

Lincoln—sad, patient, kindly Lincoln,
who, after bearing upon his weary
shoulders for four years a greater burden
than that borne by any other man of the
nineteenth century, laid down his life for
the people whom, living, he had served
80 well—built up his entire reading upon
his early study of the Bible. He had
mastered it absolutely ; mastered it as,
later, he mastered only one or two other
books, notably Shakespeare; mastered
it so tkat he became almost “a man of
one book,” who knew that book and who
instinctively put into practice what he
had been taught therein ; and he left his
life as part of the crowning work of the
century that has just closed.

You may iook through the Bible from
cover to cover, and nowhere will you
find a line that can be construed into an
apology for the man of brains who sins
against the light. On the contrary, in
the Bible, taking that as a guide, you
will find that because much has been
given to you much will be expected from
you; and a heavier condemnation is to
be visited upon the able man who goes
wrong than upon his weaker brother who
cannot do the harm that the other does,
because it is not in him to do it.

I plead, not merely for training of the
mind, but for the moral and spiritual
training of the home and the church ; the
moral and spiritual training that have
always been found in, and that have
ever accompanied the study of, this
book, which in almost every civilized
tongue can be described as “ The Book,”
with the certainty of all understanding
you when you so describe it.

The immense moral influence of the
Bible, though of course infinitely the
most important, is not the only power it
has for good. In addition there is the

unceasing influence it exerts on the side
of good taste, of good literature, of pro-
per sense of proportion, of simple and
straightforward writing and thinking,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, v

This is not a small matter in an age
when there is a tendency to read much
that even, if not actually harmful on
moral grounds, is yet injurious, because
it represents slipshod, slovenly thought
and work; not the kind of serlous
thought, of serious expression, which we
like to see in anything that goes into
the fibre of our character,

The Bible does not teach us to shirk
difficulties, but to overcome them. That
is a lesson that each one of us who has
children is bound in honor to teach these
children, if he or she expects to see them
become fitted to play the part of men
and women in our world.

A
L i
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT.

If we read the Bible aright, we read
a book which teaches us to go forth and
do the work of the Lord ; to do the work
of the Lord in the world as we find it; to
try to make things better in this world,
even if only a little better, because we
have lived in it. That kind of work
can be done only by the man who is
neither a weak!ing nor a coward ; by the
man who, in the fullest sense of the

word, !s a true Christian, like Great
Hea: mmyan’s hero. We plead for a
clo | wider and deeper study of the

Bible, so that our people may be in fact
as well as in theory “ doers of the word
and not hearers only.”
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Timnath Serah.

BY LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON,

_
“‘ They buried him in Timnath Serah,”

Timnath Serah—* Place of sunlight!”
Happy home-land where the shadows
never fall ;
Where our holy Joshua dwelleth,
Crown’d forever, and impelleth
BEvery heart by love to follow at His call.

Timnath Serah! There is blessing
Where thy battlements enshelter and de-
fend :
At each toil-worn day's declining
I can see thy ramparts shining
Nearer, dearer, fairer, clearer at the end.

Timnath Scorah! Type of heaven !
They alone may dwell within thee who
have won
In the strife, the bane and burden—
By the desert, through the Jordan,
For the resting in “ The City of the Sun.”

Toronto, March, 1903.

Outdoors.

RY BERTHA W. TUCKER.,

JVEN better than their own homes
Is “God's great, good outdoors”
for winning children to self-revela-

tion, to the showing forth of their best
selves. I do not forget the annual pic-
nic, with its games and swings and big
lunches, its coming home sleepy and
tired. I am not going to propose even
two all-day and all-the-class picnics, for
I hold that teachers should keep sound
bodies and steady nerves—“at least as
far as they are able.” But can you not
divide your list into groups of ten or,
with an assistant teacher to help in their
care, even fifteen, and use this sunny
weather for hours in the woods beside
the streams ? For almost everyone some
safe, beautiful place is within reach. Be-
come one with the children, or rather let
them become one with you. Let Nature,

the old nurse, take you all upon her
knee, and let you read out of her story-
book true stories that will make the child
hearts swell with the thought of him

without whom “ was not anything made
that was made.” You will not have
picture roll or blackboard, but the skies
and the hills and the stones and the
flowers will {llustrate, Mr, MeChoakum-
child said, “ Bring to me yonder child
Jjust able to walk and I will engag: that
it will never wonder.” If we can get
the children where the flowers grow and
the birds sing, and know enough of our-
selves of Nature’s lore to open their eyes
and their ears, we may safely engage
that they will wonder, and through thelr
wonder come to love and reverence God.

Poetry will help open the nature book.
I taught my little six-year-old boys at
week-day school last spring Tennyson's
“ Flower in the Crannied Wall.” In one
of our afternocns in the woods they re-
membered it, and loved all the little
flowers for the sake of the imaginary one
they had held in their hands and won-

dered over, We can keep up the teach-
ing of the natur: verses all the year
round. They v | like Longfellow's
“ Snowfall ”:
“Out of the om of the air,

Out of cloud folds of her gar-

mei s shaken,
Over the woodlands brown and bare,
Over the harvest fields forsaken,
Sllent and soft and slow
Descends the snow.”

Or on a stormy day Rossetti’s

“Who has seen the wind ?
Neither T nor you ;

But when the branches bend their heads
The wind is passing through.”

And what will be the outcome of the
hours in the woods ? I think a growth
in love between children and teacher, a
better understanding of one another, a
hundred new things to be mutually in-
terested in, » greater consideration on the
teacher’s part 10r the little legs that had
been so eager and good when scrambling
was the right thing, and sometimes find
duty so hard when keeping still is in
order ; and on the children’s part a co-
operative, obedient spirit. And I can-
not but think that these results would
be worth while, It will be “suffering
the children to come.”

In the Bethsaida desert was the grassy
place, the blue sky above, the lap of the
waves on the shore, and the “little lad ”
sat on the hillside and listened, until the
day was far spent, to the Teacher.—S. S.
Journal,
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Wesley's Self-Mastery.

Wesley's whole life was one of cease-
less self-repression, one powerful and
victorious effort of self-mastery. “ He is
a most extraordinary man,” said his
brother Charles to Mrs. Charles Wesley,
in reporting the result of an interview,
in which the former had urged his
brother to answer certain false accusa-
tions before leaving London for a Jjour-
ney to Canterbury in company with his
niece Sally. “I placed before him every
evil consequence which could result from
his leaving London—the stumbling-
blocks he might cast in the way of the
weak; the advantage he gave to his
enemies; the importance of his character;
and when I had finished, he replied with
the utmost calmness, ‘When I devoted
to God my ease, my fortune, my life, did
I except my reputation? No. Tell Sally
I will take her to Canterbury to-mor-
row."”

Sometimes this spirit of self-forget-
fulness and self-obliteration assumes a
form at once pathetic and sublime; as
when after returning to the fine old
Northumbrian town of Newecastle-on-
Tyne he records in his Journal: “Cer-
tainly, if I did not believe there was an-
other world, I should spend all my sum-
mers here, as I know no place in Great
Britain comparable to it for pleasant-
ness. But I seek another country, and
therefore am content to be a wanderer
upon earth.” At another, it wears a
somewhat comical aspect. During one of
his earliest visits to Cornwall the peo-
ple omitted to invite him and his com-
panion in toil and travel to a meal. Find-
ing that the bushes by the wayside
yielded a plentiful supply of ripe black-
berries, he records his heartfelt thank-
fulness to God that the needs of
the body are met in this way by
the free bounty of nature. On another
occasion he and his faithful henchman
and helper, Nelson, are obliged to
sleep on the floor for nearly a month.
Nelson, extemporizing, a pillow for his
own weary head of the great quarto
volume of “Burkitt's Notes,” folds his
own greatcoat for Wesley to rest his
head on. An hour before the time for

rising, Wesley on turning over finds his
companion already awake, and clapping

him on the side remarks in that vei:. of
irrepressible humor which always char-
acterized him, * Brother Nelson, let us
be of good cheer; I have one whole side
yet.”

Methodist Magazine and Review

for Tuly.

The Methodist Magazine begins its fifty-
eighth  volume with well-illustrated
rapers on the Balkan Peninsula, “The
Storm Centre of Europe,” which should
be of special interest in view of tie re-
cent tragedy of Belgrade; * Sealing on
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland ;"
“Our First Days in Japan,” and “ The
Emerson Centennial.” Dr. Henderson
writes on the Wesley Bicentenary, and
Rev. F. A. "i.ghtman on “Canada: Its
Development and Destiny,” and the
Editor on “The Underground Railway,”
from slavery to liberty, a paper of roman-
tic interest.  Several short and serial
stories give a midsummer flavor to this
number,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 for six months,

“Of course a Sunday School can be a
good school without a Home Department,
but it cannot be the best.”

A Half a Sunday School,

A Sunday-school with 100 members and
no Home Department is usually only
about a half a school, because in most
cases 100 more could be added by a good
Home Department Superintendent if ear-
nestly desired.

To be sure, half a Sunday-school is bet-
ter than no Sunday-school, but a whole
one is about three times as good as a
half one.

A little child of our acquaintance, who,
being told for the first time that her big
sister was only her “ half-sister,” looked
surprised and puzzled, and then asked :
“ Well, mamma, where is the other half?”

Look here, brother, if your Sunday-
school is only a half a school, where is
the other half ? We beg you hunt it up
and claim it.
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Book Notices.

‘“ Explorations in Bible Lands During
the Nineteenth Century.” By H, V.
Hilprecht. With nearly two hun-
dred illustrations, and four maps,
Philadelphia: A. J. Holman & Co.
Toronto : William Briggs. 8vo., pp.
xxiv.-810. Price, $3.00 net.

It is often said that the spade is the
best commentator on the Scriptures, and
the best interpreter of the dead and
buried past. The discoveries of archae-
ology, as the Tel-el-Marna Tablets, the
Hammurabi Records, the Egyptian Hiero-
glyphs, are often the best refutation of
the destructive so-called higher criticism.
They show that a rich and copious
literature existed before the days of
Moses, when the critics have been insist-
ing that writing was unknown. They
show that Abraham and the kings of the
plain are not a myth, their names exist
in historic records. It is, therefore, of
great value to have the nineteenth cen-
tury’s discoveries in Bible lands brought
within the compass of a single volume,
and lucidly presented by masters in the
various field. This is done in this hand-
some and well-illustrated book.

Professor Hilprecht is one of the most
accomplished Assyriologists living. He
has conducted the recent surveys of the
Pennsylvania University, and the Bro-
thers Clark, of Philadelphia, have given
$100,000 to endow a chair of Assyriology
for this distinguished scholar. He has
glven In this fascinating volume a record
of the resurrection of Assyria and Baby-
lonia, including his own work and that of
previous explorers. One of the earliest and
most successful of these explorers, it is
gratitying to know, was a Canadian—
Colonel, afterwards Major-General, Fran-
cils Rawdon Chesney. He sailed the first
two steamers up the Euphrates in 1836,
They were transferred overland in sec-
tions, by over a thousand camels and
mules, from Antioch to the great river.

“When firon should swim up the
river,” said an Arab legend, “ the fall of
Islam would begin.” One of his steamers
was wrecked near where the Emperor
Julian, nearly fifteen hundred years be-
fore, met defeat. The whole story of the
labors of Layard, Rawlinson, Ker Por-
ter, and many others, find thrilling re-
cord in this book. Among the most mar-
vellous of these are Dr. Hilprecht's own
discoveries of the library of Hammurabi,
begun in 1889, and completed eleven

years later. Many thousands of clay
tablets were found, including the remark-
able Book of Laws, which, while having
some resemblance to Leviticus, is yet in-
ferior in monotheistic moral significance.
The author makes touching reference to
the collaboration of his devoted and ac-
complished wife, to whom many of the
most important portions of this work
are due. She died on March 1st, 1902,
and the day before her death, when her
husband asked her consent to place her
name with his upon the title page, she
sald, “ Was not your God my God, your
country my country, your labor my labor,
your SOrrow my SOrrow, your name my
name ? Let it remain so, even at my
coffin and tomb.”

Professor Hilprecht calls special atten-
tion to the marvellous manner in which
even the details of prophecy are ful-
filled in the history of Nineveh and Baby-
lon. They are indeed “ empty, void, and
waste— as when God overthrew Sodom
and Gomorrah.”

It is hard to comprehend the difficul-
ties of exploration in these lands whose
ancient civilization has been covered by
many strata of barbarism, and where the
wild Bedouin of the desert still enact the
role of their father Ishmael—their hand
against every man. The Arabs who
were employed to make the excavations
were as wilful and wanton as children.
It was very hard to get them to work,
and still harder to keep them at it. One
explorer provided a number of wheelbar-
rows, but the Arabs lacked intelligence
enough to use them, and preferred their
rude baskets. Dr. Peters used to beguile
them by the use of harmless medicine,
or terrify them by fireworks, or cajole
them with gifts of Western trinkets, A
Waterbury watch was specially effective
on account of the endless time it required
to wind.

During the excavations of Nuffar, the
explorers’ camp was fired, their lives
menaced, their plans frustrated, and some
of them died of fever. By means of the
many admirable illustrations, we can be
present, as it were, at these explorations,
and study their striking results. One
photo shows a Babylonian arch, built
nearly six thousand years ago, others
show remarkable skill in architectural
detail.  Of special interest is the chapter
on discoveries in Palestine, especially
those of Jerusalem. The researches and

discoveries 1in Palestine, Egypt, and
Arabia are fully treated, and an illumina-
tive chapter upon the Hittites, with thelir
Inscriptions, is contributed,
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“'The Heart of John Wesley’s Journal.”
Bicentenary Edition, with an intro-
duction by Hugh Price Hughes, M.A.,
and an appreciation of the Journal,
by Augustine Birrell, K.C. Edited by
Percy Livingstone Parker. New
York, Chicago, Toronto : Fleming H.
Revell Company. Pp.  xxxii-512.
Price, $1.50 net,

The Wesley Bicentenary calls atten-
tion afresh to one of the most remarkable
books in the language, a book to be
classed, says Price Hughes, with Fox's
Journal and Newman's Apologia. “It
is a book,” says Birrell, “full of plots
and plays and novels, which quivers with
life, and is crammed full of character.”
It gives us the picture of the very man
himself, and vivid glimpses of his won-

derful work. “If you want to get into
the last century,” says Birrell, “to feel
its pulses throb beneath your finger and
ride up and down the country, with the
greatest force of the eighteenth century
In England,” you must read these Jour-
nals.  We quote elsewhere more fully
Birrell’s remarkable appreciation of this
great man. Everybody knows that Wes-
ley traversed England from Land's End
to Caithness, but we are not so familiar
with the fact that he travelled also
largely in Europe, In his eightieth
year he traversed Holland, Germany,
Belgium, seeing the men and places best
worth knowing in those lands. The
book is {llustrated with numerous por-
traits and engravings, and is an admir-
able souvenir of the Bicentenary.

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—THIRD QUARTER,

Studies in the Old Test

6.—IsRARL ASKING YOR A Kina,

ve. 1-22.  Commit vs, 4.7, (Read

H L chs. 4-8.) Gouoxw Texr : 18am,

L lPrvpuc your hearts unto the Lord, and serve
im only,

2 July 12.—SAvL Onosey Kive. 1 Sam. 10: 17.27.

Commit vs, 24, 25, 1 8am. chs, 9, 10.) Goupex

. (
Texr: Is. 83: 22. The Lord is our King ; he will save
us
3. July 19.—SAMURL'S FAREWELL Abpress, 18am, 12:

18-25. Study ve. 1.25. Commit o8, 23.25, (Read 1 Sam.
chs. 11, 12.) Gopew Taxr: 1 Sam. 12: 24. Only fear
the Lord, and serve him in truth with »]1 g.ou; heart,

4. July 26.—S8AuL RRJEOTED A8 KiNe, 1 .16 : 18-28,
Study vs, 10-81. Commit ve, 20-22, (Read 1 S8am, chs.
18-15.) GoLvmN Texr: 1 Sam. 16 99, To obey is better
than sacrifice.

5. Aug. 2. SAMUEL ANoINTS Davip, 1 Sam, 16: 4-18,
Study vs. 1-18. Commit v, 11, 18, (Read the chapter.)

: 1 8am. 16: 7, ‘Man looketh on the out.
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart,

6 Aug. 9.—DAVID AND GoLiatH, 1 Sam. 17: 8849,
Btudy vs. 82-54. Commit vs, 45-47, ‘I(IRM the chapter ;
also 1 Chron. 11: 10-14.) GoupEN TexT: Rom. 8: 81
1t God be for us who can be against us ?

from 8 to 8ol

Lesson 7, Au& 16.—8AvL TRies 10 Kin Davin,
18am. 18: 5.16. Commit vs, 12-14, GOLDEN Trxr : P,
46: 1. God is our refuge and strength ; a very present
help in trouble,

8. Aug. 28.—DAVID AND JoNaTHAN, 18am, 20: 12.28,
Study vs. 142, Commit ve. 14-17. (Read 1 Sam, 18 ; also
28am. 9.) GouoeN Texr: Prov, 18: 24.
triend that sticketh closer than a brother,

9. Aug. 80,—-DaviD SParks SavL. 1 Sam. 26; A
2185, Btudy vs. 1-25. Commit v, 21, (Read 1 Sam.,
chs, 21-25. GoubEN Txr: Luke 6: 27, Love your
enemies, do good to them which hate !w.

10. Bept. 6.—DRATH 0P BAUL AND JoATHAN, | Sam.
81: 1-18. Commit vs. 6, 7. Go : Prov 14: 18
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death,

11. Sept, 18,—DaviD Broomes Kwa, 2 Sam, 2: 1.10.
Study vs. 1.11 and 6: 1-10, Commit vs, 1-8, Goupmw
Toxr: Ps. 188: 1. Behold how good and pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity,

12. Bept, 20.—ABSTINENCE FROM EViL, (A Temperance
Lesson,) 1 Pet. 4: 1-11, Commit vs. 1,2, GoLpry Taxe:
Eph.5: 18, Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,

18. Sept. 27.—REvIEW. (Read Ps, 8, 19, 27.) Gouomw
Taxr: Ps, 27: 1. The lord is my light an my salvation.

ORDER OF SERVICES—THIRD QUARTER,

OPENING SERVICE,
L. SiLexcE,
11, ResPONBIVE SENTENCRS, {Ph. 81 14-10.)
Suer.  But I trusted in t| O Lorp :
ScrooL. I said, Thou art my God,
UPT, My times are in thy hand :
Deliver me from t‘o hand of mine ene-
mies, and from them that persecute me.
s e thy' ho'-h’w shine up_o: thy servant :
Ve me for thy mercies’ sake,
, O Lo ; for I
have called thee:
SonooL. Let the wlchd?uhnmcd. and let them
silent in the grave.
Suer. Let the lyin, lips
Scnoou, Which m{m
contemptuoug)
SUPr.  Oh how great s ) Roodness, which thou
hast laid up for them that fear thee ;
ScH00L.  Which thou t for them that
trust in thee before the sons of men |
1. Sixeive,
V. Tae Tax Qo

'8, OR THR Onzzp.

V. Praveg, followed by the Lord's Prayer in conoert,

VL Siveine,
LESSON SERVICE,
L Ouass 8tupy or T Lrssox,
IL Sivane Lrssox Hyux,
TIL. Reciravios or tae Tirue Asp GoLDRN Tuxr by the
in conoert.

- ool in o
IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THR LkssoN by Pastor or

Superintendent,
V. AomiTioNAL Lissox. [Spoeidhla-nn in the Oburch
079 bo introd

O may ]
ANNOUNCEMNNTS especially of the Church servios
L !bo[ rth ¥ M"I.“-

pnymee“nni d

CLOSING SERVICE,
i :l;""'n- Sx (Pea. 27. 11, 14,
o IPONS! TENOES, . 87,
Supr,  Teach 0 Lo

Burr.  Wait on the Lorp : be of

Wait, I say, on the Lorn,




544

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Aug. 2,

Tnternational 1Bible Lessons.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON V. Samuel Anoints David.

[Aug. 2.

GOLDEN TEXT. Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the

heart,
VERSION,
sam, 16, 14-23.]

AUTHORIZED
Read 1 8

[ Commit tomemory verses 11-13,]

[ Study also verses 1-3.
1 S8am, 16. 4-13.

4 And Sam'u-el did that which the Lorp

spake, and came to Beth'le-hem. And the elders
of the town trembled .n his coming, and said,
Comest thou peaceably?
5 And he said, Peaceably :
rifice unto the Lorp: sanctify yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice,  And he sancti-
fied Jes'se and his sons, and called them to the
sacrifice,

6 And it came to pass, when they were come,
that he looked on E-li'ab, and said, Surely the
Lorn's anointed is before him.

7 But the Lorp said unto Sam'u-el, Look not
on his countenance, or on the height of his
stature; because I have refused him: for the
Lorp seeth not as man seeth: for man looketh
on the outward appearance, but the Lorp looketh
on the heart,

8 Then Jes" w r*nllpd A-bin'a-dab, and made
him pass before Sam’u-el. And he said, Neither
hath the Lorp chosen this.

O Then Jes'se made Sham’mah to pass by.
And he said, Neither hath the Lorp chosen this.

10 Again, Jes'se made seven of his sons to
pass before Sam’u-el. And Sam’u-el said unto
Jes'se, The Lorp hath not chosen these,

11 And Sam’u-el said unto Jes'se, Are here
all thy children? And he said, There remaineth
yet the \oun;.'uit and, behold, he keepeth the

I am come to sac-

sheep. And Sam'u-el said unto Jesse, Send and
fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come
hither.

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful coun-
tenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lorp
said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.

13 Then Sam’u-el took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and

the Spirit of the Lorp came upon David from
that day forward. So Sam’u-el rose up, and

1 Sam. 16, 7.

Revisep VERsION.*

4 And Sumuel did that which Jehovah spake,
and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the
city came to meet him trembling, and said, Com-
est thou peaceably? 5 And he said, l'(-uu-nh]\

I am come to sacrifice unto Jehovah: sanctify
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called
them to the sacrifice,

6 And it came to pass, when they were come,
that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jeho-
vah's anointed is before him. 7 But Jehoval
said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance,
or on the height of his stature; because I have
rejected him: for Jehovah sceth mot as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart, 8 Then
Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass be-
fore Samuel. And he said, Neither hath Jeho-
vah chosen this. 9 Then Jesse made Shamma'
to pass by. And he said, Neither hath Jehoval
chosen this, 10 And Jesse made seven of his
sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel sail
unto Jesse, Jehovah hath not chosen these.
11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all
thy children? And he said, There remaineth
yet the youngest, and, behold, he is keeping the
sheep., And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and
feteh him ; for we will not sit down till he com:
hither, 12 And he sent, and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful
countenance, and goodly to look upon. And Je-
hovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and
the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon Davil
from that day forward. So Samuel rose up,
and went to Ramah.

went to Ra'mah.

Time.—Uncertain, Au‘m- ing to Usher
B. C. 1065. Places.—Bethlehem and its neigh-
Ramah, Samuel’s home, ten or twelve

borhood ;
miles distant.

Home Readings.
M. Samuel Anoints David. 1 Sam, 16, 1-13,
Tu. David brought to Saul. 1 Sam. 16, 14
*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.
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W. Searching the heart, Jer, 17.
Th, Precious promise D’sa. 89,
F. God knows. Psa, 139, 1-12,
N, God's ways. Isa. 53, G-1 %

8. God's commendation, 2 Cor. 10, 7-18,

Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 115,
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee :
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceascless praise,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 120,
I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
And it told thy love to me ;
Lut I long to rise in the arms of faith,
And be closer drawn to thee,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 160,
There’s sunshine in my soul to-day,
More glorious and bright
Than glows in any earthly sky,
For Jesus is the Light.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

Introduction (v. 1-3).—Why was Samuel re-
luctant to go to Bethlehem? What means did
he take to cover his true errand? Was there
any falsity in this? What authority did Samuel
retain through all governmental changes?

L. God’s Omniscience (v, 4-10) —Why did
the elders of Bethlehem tremble at
approach ?

Samuel's
What does their question imply ¥
How did men “sanctify” themselves for a sacri-
ficial feast? Who were specially honored in
Samuel’s invitation ¥ [Between verses 5 and ¢
we must place the sacrificial feast.] How many
of the sons of Jesse were rejected? What fact,
unknown to Samuel and unrecognized by Jesse,
did the Lord know? What is the difference ho-
tween human and divine indgment of men?
What is meant by looking on the heart ?

2. God’s Providence (v. 11-13).—What ques-
tion did Samuel ask of Jesse?  What
tions are there of David’s
time?

indiea-
immaturity at this
Find repeated allusions to the great per-
sonal beauty of Jesse's descendants, What ef-
fect had the anointing upon David? Did Sam-
uel and David ever meet again? 1 Sam, 19, 18,
What evidence does our lesson furnish that
David's character was different from that of his
brothers? Trace the ancestry of David, Whai
blood flowed in his veins? Find two evidences
of Samuel's wide acquaintance in the country.
Find such allusions A8 you can in the Scriptures
to this call of God to David. Psa. 78. 71;
2 Sam. 7. 8; Psa, 89, 20, ete,
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Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. The Prophet at Bethlehem (v, 4, ). Who
sent Samuel to Bethlehem? What was his ob-
Jection against going? What was he to do¥

2. The Rejected Ones (v. G-10), How many
sons had Jesse? Which did Samuel think was
the one to be chosen?

3. The Chosen One (v. 11-13),
was absent? Where was he?

Which son
What was done

about him?% What was his appearance? IHow
did Samuel know he wag to anoint David?
What change took place in him after he was

anointed? What began for David at this time?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

How did Samuel feel about Saul?  Did he
see Raul again? What did the Lord say to him
about it? What did he tell him to do? What
do you know about Bethlehem?  Who was
Je The grandson of Ruth, What was Sam-
uel afraid of? That Saul would kill him. What
was he told to do? What fine-looking young
man did he see? Iad the Lord chosen him?
What did the Lord s ¥y to him? GorLpex Texr,
Who passed before Samuel? Al the sons of
Jesse but one, Where was that one? Did they
send for him? Ilow did he look? What was the
Lord’s word about him? What did Samuel do?
What came upon David?

A Review in Five Questions,

1. How was Saul's place as king to be filled ?
By another chosen by God,
the messenger of this choice?  Samuel, who had
anointed Saul, 3, In what words did God an-
nounce to Samuel the man of his choice?  “Arige,
anoint him: for this is he” 4. What was the
effect of this act upon David? The spirit of the
Lord ecame upon him. 5. What did God tell
Samuel was his method of choice?  Gorpex
TEXT: “Man looketh,” otc.

2. Who was made

The Church Catechism,

85 What is the direct witness of the Spirit?
The direct witness of the Spirit is an inward im-
pression on the soul whereby the Spirit of God
immediately and directly witnesses to my spirit
that I am a child of God.

Galatians 4. 6. And because ve are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, erying, Abba, Father.,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
How God Prepares His Chosen Ones.
Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall
see God, Matt. 5. 8.
IV. Gov Loves BEAUTY OF CHARACTER,
The beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.
Psa, 90, 17,
This woman was full of good works and alms-
deeds which she did. Acts 9. 36,
V. Goo Exvows His CuoseNn ONes witn His
SpIriT,
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter. John 14, 16,
Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, Acts 1. 8.
Receive ye the Holy Ghost, John 20, 22.

|Aug. 2.

I. Tue Kina oF Kinas,

He hath on his vesture and on his thigh a
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS. Rev. 19, 16,

By Me kings reign and princes decree justice,
Prov. 8. 15,

1I. Gop Loves HumiLiTy oF SouL,

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he shall lift you up. James 4. 10,

He that shall humble himself shall be exalted,
Matt, 23, 12,

II1. Gop Loves SINCERITY OF HEART,

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of

it are the issues of life, Prov. 4, 23,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PILD,

To arrange chronologically the few facts preserved concerning the reign of Saul and the incidents of
David’s youth is a difficult task. Whether Saul’s deflance of Jehovah's command came early or late in his
reign we are not told. Paul the apostle says that Saul ruled * for the space of forty years,” and the unre-
corded years seem to have been attended by the blessing of God. He was, apparently, a vigorous ruler, not
lacking in good impulse, but with worldly and sordid ideals. 1is rejection by God was based on his rejec-
tion of God, not merely on one overt act of disobedience, Disloyalty to the ideals of the theocracy made
him unavailable as chief of that theocracy, and we may suppose this disloyalty of heart to have developed
steadily through the years till it found full expression in the affeir of Amalek. ITe was not a bad king, per-
haps, as kings go, but, placed on the throne by Jehovah, he sought to rule by his own right and in his own
interest—for the glory of Isracl and of the dynasty of S8aul. In no recorded incident to his royal career does
he show the spirit of a theocrat, a man content to be God’s vicegerent. Saul's elevation and downfall im-
ply neither cl bl nor whimsical decision on the part of Jehovah. It was not a wicked nor an in-
competent man that Samuel anointed to be king. And the devotion of the people through all 8aul's mad-
ness, and their loyalty to his son after his death, are sufficient evidence that he was not generally regarded
as a bad man or a weak ruler. But he had been selected to fill a position quite as sacred as that of a Chris-
tian minister in the modern Church, and he was willfully untrue to his trust. The last verse of the preced-
ing chapter and the first of this tell how S8amuel mourned for Saul, and how he was sent to the house of
Jesse the Bethlehemite to anoint one of his sons to be king over Israel. Naturally the prophet shrank from
this responsibility. *“If Saul hear it,” he said, ‘“he will kill me.” 8o Jehovah directed him to offer a pub-
lic sacrifice in Bethlehem, and to call Jesse to it and await divine direction.

Verse 4. Samuel did that which the Lord
[“Jehovah”] spake. Divine motive was as char-
acteristic in Samuel’s conduct as secular motive
was in that of Saul. Came to Bethlechem. We
are not to suppose that he came alone, By
official position as well as by intellectuality and
goodness he was the chief citizen of the nation,
and probably he was attended by an imposing
retinue. Then, too, he must have brought with
him a number of priests to prepare the sacrifice
and the sacrificial feast. On his journey to
Bethlehem Samuel probably passed close to
Saul's headquarters, passed also the hostile
fortress of Jebus, soon to be turned into the
capital of the nation. The elders of the town
[“city”] were the hereditary rulers. They

trembled at his coming [“came to meet him
trembling”]. Bethlehem had not been one of
the seats of Samuel's circuit court. He was
still regarded as the representative of Jehovah,
perhaps all the more so because of the well-
known fact that King Saul was not. For such
a man to come to this little town on the hilltop
was startling, and their question, Comest thou
peaceably? was most natural,

5. He said, Peaccably: I am come to sacri-
fice unto the Lord [“Jehovah”], and therefore
not for such judgment as they feared. Sanctify
yourselves, and come with me to the sac: ifice.
To “sanctify” themselves meant to perform such
ceremonies of cleansing as should symbolize
holy hearts. 8o Jacob, preparing to worship at
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Bethel, ordered the s of his k hold
to put away foreign gods and purify themselves
and change their garments; and Israel at Sinai
(Exod. 19, 10) washed their garments and
sunctified themselves, He sanctified Jesse and
his sons, and called them to the sacrifice,
Whether or not this was a special invitation is
not plain, To emphasize this statement because
of the prominence of Jesse and his sons in the
subsequent narrative would be quite in accord-
ance with the Hebrew manner.

6-10. Of the sacrifice itself we have no ac-
count. But Bethlehem must have heen deeply
stirred by it, Concerning the great prophet all
its citizens had heard, but probably few had
seen him. Now he had come, not as judge, but
to bestow a peculiar blessing on their town, for
that was the implication of a sacrificial visit,
The hurrying priests busy with preliminaries,
the formal lustrations, the killing of the heifer,
the solemn altar service, the attractive arrange-
ment of the edibles, the seating of the guests
according to social rank, and the hilarious
demonstrations that are inseparable from an
Oriental banquet, all these are léft to our im-
agination, When they were come is interpreted
by some to mean the guests, but more probably
it includes only Jesse and his sons, The narra-
tive would seem to imply that the sacrifice was
now over, and, while all the notabilities of the
village had been invited to the feast, this inter-
view with Jesse and his sons probably was in
private, He looked on Eliab, and said, Surely
the Lord's [“Tehovah’s"] anointed is before him,
The implication is that Elial was tall and state-
Iy, and Samuel seems to have been peculiarly
attracted by physical superiority.  (Comp,
1 Sam. 10, 24.) “Jehovah's anointed” has the
force of his Chosen One: in this case, chosen
to be king after Saul's death. The Hebrew
word when transferred to English becomes
“Messiah,” and translated into Greek s
“Christ.”  Look not on his countenance, or on
the height of his stature. “Physical and exter-
nal advantages never commend men to God.” |
have refused [“rejected”] him. This implies
neither peculiar wickedness on the part of
Eliab nor his conscious candidacy for the crown,
but merely that Jehovah had not found in his
heart the qualities he sought. Man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the Lord [“Jeho-
vah”] looketh on the heart, Matt, 23. 25, 26;
Luke 16, 15, The phrase, made him pass before

Samuel, shows the formality of this ceremony.
Neither hath the Lord [“Jehovah”] chosen this.
These words were spoken first of Abinadab, then
of Shammah, and Jesse made seven of his sons
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to pass before Samuel with the same result.
The Hebrew says, “Ie made his seven sons to
pass before him ;" only seven were grown up
and appeared eligible for social or political dis-
tinction. In 1 Sam. 17, 12 we are told that
Jesse had eight sons, but in 1 Chron, 2. 13-15
the names of only seven are given, and David is
called the seventh, It is easy to conjecture
facts that would harmonize these two state-
ments, as, for instance, that “one of the eight
died unmarried and was genealogically of no
account.” Evidently in our lesson story David
is still regarded as a child,

11. Are here all thy children? Step by step
Samuel is following God's lead. There remain-
eth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth
[“is keeping"] the sheep. David was old enough
to care for the sheep at pasture, but young
enough to justify his absence from the sacrifice,
Send and fetch him ; for we will not sit down
titl he come hither, Literally, “We will not
draw around until he come,” that is, will not
gather about the table for the feast which fol-
lowed the sacrifice, Here another gap is left
to the imagination of the reader. Probably a
servant was sent across the fields in haste, The
finding of David, and his “sanctification,” which
included ceremonial bathing and changing of
garments, must have taken an hour or more,
during which the festivities may have been sug-
pended,

12, He was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful
countenance [Margin, “fair of eyes"], and good-
ly to look to [*“upon”]. These phrases show
that David was a handsome boy, and may imply
also a blond, rosy complexion and red hair,
The beauty of several members of David's fam-
ily (Eliab, Absalom, Tamar, Adonijah, and
others) is elsewhere alluded to. So soon as
Samuel saw the boy he heard Jehovah's voice—
Arise, anoint him ; for this is he,

13. Horn. Flask. The anointing oil’ was
compounded of myrrh, cassia, cinnamon, sweet
calamus, and oil of olives. Anointed him in the
midst of his brethren, Apparently not in publie,
It would appear that the family were aware
that a secret of state was involved, The Spirit
of the Lord [*“Jehovah”] ecame [“mightily”]
upon David from that day forward. At once
there was observed a change in the dire~tion and
force of his life. His conflicts with the lion
and the .car and his gift of music and poetry
were early evidences of this: and David himself,
and his circle of acquaintance (so soon to be
widely extended), alike accredited all the swe-
cess of his subsequent career to this indwelling
Spirit of Jehovah.
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

BY REV, C, R,

Samuel took very greatly to heart the rejec-
tion of Saul; for there were, no doubt, many
engaging qualities about the king which at-
tracted Samuel to him. Then, too, a change of
dynasty might result in civil war, and thus still
further weaken the kingdom, already weak
enough, This would invite attacks from the
envious and hostile surrounding peoples. Thus
both on personal and on public grounds the re-
jection of Saul was a great grief, especially as
it implied the rejection of Jonathan. And the
prophet might ask, with no small reason, where
in all the nation could there be found a better
successor.  Samuel was commanded to go to
Bethlehem, where he would find the divinely
chosen successor of Saul. The young man to be
selected was a son of Jesse, the great-grandson
of Ruth the Moabitess, and belonging to the tribe
of Judah through his male ancestors (Ruth
4. 18:22),  Samuel expressed fear that the king
would kill him, and was instructed by Jehovah
to announce his coming to Bethlehem for the pur-
pose of sacrificing. Ie was told to invite Jesse
to the sacrificial feast, with the promise of
continued divine guidance as to his conduct
there, especially so in the selection of Saul's
successor,

In the question put by Jehovah to Samuel,
How long It thow mourn for Saul, sce-
ing I have rejected him from reigming over
Isracl? the Lord sharply expostulated with
the prophet.  This implies that Samuel's grief
was carried to an excessive and therefore
sinful length. Grief on account of others is so
sacred, so holy a feeling, that it appears scarce-
Iy possible for it to degenerate into sin. Yet if
we abandon ourselves to such an excess of grief
as to interfere with the divine chastening, then
we are guilty of sin. We must never allow sor-
row to lead us into doubt of God or into vin-
dictiveness toward him,

Fill thine horn with oil. Service is one of the
best remedies for sorrow. Samuel is to be
cheered with the knowledge that God is not in-
different to the welfare of Israel. If one man
fails as king, God will provide another. How
can I go? What an honest hook the Bible is!
Its greatest heroes so often appearing on the
same level and showing the same weaknesses as
ourselves. Even the great Samusl could not
restrain an outburst of fear lest ‘vhile on his
mission Saul would slay him. But God kindly
considered the weakness of Samuel and provided
him with an ostensible object for his Journey,

BARNES, D.D,

which would not be likely to awaken the jealous
temper of the king,

Comest thou peaceably? The arrangements
for the public worship of God in those times—
while the ark of God was at Kirjath-jearim—
were far from regular, Such visits as Samuel
now made may have been caused by the occur-
rence of something blameworthy in the com-
munity, If so, this will explain the fear of the
elders of Bethlehem and their frightened ques-
tion, “Comest thou peaceably 7 Iow often
man needs no other accuser than his own con-
science, quickened by some unusual oceurrence !

I am come to sacrifice. Was this diplomatic
arrangement objectionable on moral grounds?
It was, undoubtedly, an act of concealment, hut
not necessarily of duplicity. It would seem that
the prophet was accustomed to turn his visits
to account by offering sacrifices, and so building
up the people in fellowship with God. It was
concealment of that which Samuel was under
no obligation to divulge., It was not to mislen
anyone, or to induce anyone to do what he
would not have done had the whole truth becn
known to him. To conceal in order to have an
unfair advantage is a crime. But to conceal
what one is under no obligation to reveal, when
some important end is to be gained, is quite a
different thing. “It is the glory of the Lord to
conceal a thing” (Prov. 25. 2). Providence is
often just a vast web of concealment,
swers of our Lord to the Syro-phenician woman
were a concealment, IHis delay in going to
Bethany, when he heard of the illness of Laz
arus, was a concealment of the intended restorg-
tion of his friend to life,

Nurely the Lord's anointed is before him, |
Eliab was a handsome and stately youth (verse 3

T), and deeply impressed Samuel by his appear:

ance. And strange it is that, even with the fate

of the handsome and stately Saul as a warning,
Samuel leaped to the conclusion that Elial was
the Lord's anointed. One would think that e

had seen enough of outward appearance couplel

with inward unfitness, On the contrary, low
the divine choice of David differed from (he
natural judgment of man! Samuel was movel
by the outward appearance ; God Judges by “the
heart,”” that is, the character. Samuel, natur
ally, preferred the eldest before the youngest—
an imperfect arrangement, and often set aside
by the choice of God. One’s physical presence
is easily plerced by the eye of God: not one
moral deformity is hidden, nor good character

The an- §
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istic unseen, “Whatever great things may lie in
the future, right-heartedness is the first condi-
tion of obtaining them.”

Neither hath the Lord chosen this, How
must Jesse and Samuel have wondered as one
after another of the yYoung men failed to be
chosen! This is only one instance of ouy igno-
rance of God's ways, We stand ‘onfused, be-
wildered, amid the incidents of life; bhut God
“knows the end from the beginning,” and comes
through omniscience to his choice,

Avise, anoint him: for this is he. Jesse, and
his other sons, must have been greatly aston-
ished to see David anointed, whatever the in-
tended office might he, But it has often heen
God's way to find his agents in unexpected
places, Tere a king is found in a sheepfold,
Has not God often brought his great ones out
from obscurity? In Joseph's time a prime min-
ister was found in prison.  From almost un-
known places and from humble employment God
has led out more than one into distinguished
service, He is never at a loss for agents, and
if the men fail to whom he might naturally
look for service, substitutes for them are not
far to seek,

The Spirit of the Lord came upon David, To
do the Lord’s work one needs the enduement of
power,  When Jehovah called Gideon to the
mission of delivering Israel, Gideon said,
“Wherewith shall T save Israel? behold, my
family is poor in Manasseh, and T am the least
in my father's house, And the Lord said unto
him, Surely T will be with thee, and thon shalt
smite the Midianites as one man" (Judg. 6, 15,
16).  And it is ever thus. The effort of the
willing servant is emphasized by divine power,
He who bows his head in humble recognition of
the Lord's summons will receive not only the
outward anointing of oil, but the divine touch
which imparts life and power,

David, . , , with the sheep  (verse 19),
David was not puffed up by the choice made of
him, but returned quietly and self-possessed to
his shepherd duties. e who becomes haughty
and conceited, hecause of a call to higher posi-
tion and greater responsibilities, thereby proves
himself unqualified therefor, Then, too, the em-
ployment of g shepherd preparved David for the
higher office of king. The duties of a shepherd
to watch over hig flock, to feed and protect
them, to recover them when lost, corresponded
to the duties whicl g faithful and godly ruler
owed to his people, 8o appropriate was the
emblem of the shepherd for denoting the right
spirit and character of rulers that it was ap-
plied in a very high and peculiar sense to the
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person and office of our Lord bimself, and by
himself (John 10, 11),

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Obedience is a surer cure for doubts than
are arguments.  Samuel ceased to fear for t
kingdom when he anointed David as Saul's suc-
cessor,

2. As the elders of Bethlehem trembled at the
coming of Samuel, s0 men in sin are “all their
lifetime subject to bondage through fear of
death,”  He is wise who anticipates the Lord’s
coming and prepares for it.

3. As we “know not the day or the hour”
when our Lord will come it is wise to he always
ready by being always faithful.

4. Samuel manifested the patience of hope,
based upon faith, As son after son of Jesse
proved not to be the chosen one, Samuel called
for another till the elected one appeared. In
your class treat each scholar as chosen of God,

5. It was contrary to oriental ideas that the
younger should be preferred to the elder, but
Samuel laid aside prejudice and custom when
God decided against uim, Be careful that feel-
ing, impression, or prejudice does not interfere
with your service,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
BY BISHop WARREN,
GROUNDS OF GOD'S ADVANCEME

He setteth up one and casteth down another,
Why? Judge from this instance ; .

1. David was young—young enough to learn
from Samuel, Saul, God. A meek spirit and
open mind is essential to greatness, He was
put to school in kingeraft at once,

2. He was busy, keeping sheep in the field,
God wants workers, can use no others. David
could not be like his Father, nor Christ, unless
he worked. e could never have written those
inexpressibly comforting pastoral psalms, the
Jjoy of all ages, had he not bheen a shepherd him-
self. God's great leaders of his people have all
been nurtured in toilful life, This made David
beautiful, He was red-haired and ruddy of face,
He was short; made for strength and agility,
Goliath was already growing big and boastful,
One Saul, tall above his fellows, was enough.
Eliab was tall, but rejected, and rightly ; see his
mean spirit (1 Sam, 17, 28).

3. He was ready to receive the Spirit of the
Lord as well as the anointing oil (v. 13). The
Lord looked at his heart and saw it was open
to divine influence and ready to recognize and
accept divine help. He bore witness in the
king’s presence that it was the Lord who de-
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livered him from the paw of the lion and the
bear (1 Sam. 17, 37).

God is looking after more Davids in every
Sunday school. e opens doors to kingship, if
the heart is right. All our greatest men have
felt that they were called to their great work
by God and aided by him therein,

God's word to Samuel in this lesson in regard
to the elder brothers was inaudible to others.
It is in the conscience that God speaks now.
It is important that God has spoken to men in
time past, but more important that he speaks
now.

Faithful sheep-keeping naturally resulted in
leading Israel like a flock.

Thoughts for Young People.
THE MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN IEART.

1. To begin with, David was the topmost
man of his century. He was the climax of the
best life of the chosen people of God, the con-
summate flower of the “religion of Moses.” He
was a rich man of striking mental and moral
opulence; rich in gifts and richer in achieve-
ment ; a poet and a politician; a chief of guer-
rillas and a champion of the armies of God; a
vassal of the Philistines and the creator of the
Hebrew fatherland ; simple as a child in hunger
for love, in beautiful humility, and in frank
self-avowal, but prudent, cautious, and self-con-
trolled in the onset of danger; tender-hearted,
even to folly, as a father, but wise, sagacious,
and powerftl as a ruler of men. But none of
these qualities, nor all of them together, were
the reason for his being called a man after God's
own heart.

2. David was sincerely and profoundly a the-
ocrat. He was not a perfect man in his ethical
life; far from it; but he had right ideals. He
believed in no sovereignty that set Jehovah
aside, He never desired to be anything higher
than Jehovah's lieutenant-governor, though he
was not proof against the temptations to self-
indulgence that beset a throne. He was singular-
ly faithful to the ideals of that “kingdom of God"
which developed through the centuries, from
patriarchal days down to the “fullness of time,”
when the Son of God came, This loyalty to the
theocracy was the true reason for God's choice
of him. Divine wisdom is ever singing, “I love
them that love me.” Evermore God's unseen
educating ministrations go forward. He is al-

ways preparing the world’s kings, and he makes
no mistakes, for “he seeth not as man seeth.”

8. David had the blessing of a good home
Nothing so ineradically rooted itself

training.
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in David's mind or found more pathetic expres-
sion in his songs than the influence of his family
and shepherd life, That influence was educa-
tional; it was the salt of his career. It brought
him face to face with reality, and developed an
inwardness of being that brought permanent
peace and power, [Clifford.]

4. “The Npirit of the Lord came wupon
" The Hebrew historian accounts for
David—for all he was and for all he did—by
this simple and comprehensive statement, One
analysis of human nature we should never for-
get: (1) Man is a spirit; and (2) “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh.,” Spirit builds
spirit; soul builds soul. Whatever David does
that is spiritual and godlike and that advances
the well-being of Israel results from this invis-
ible presence of the Spirit of the Lord.

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
BY REV. A. H. MC KINNEY,
NOTE.
Our study and teaching outline for the quar
ter (see lesson for July 5) is kept in mind by
the word “Saul's,” as follows:

SURROUNDINGS.
APPROACH,
UNFOLDED TEXT.
LESSON.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

For explanation of the word “Lives” used in
these Hints see note to Lesson II, July 12.

SURROUNDINGS.
Time. 1065 to 1015 B. C., uncertain,
Places, Ramah: four miles north of Jerusa-

lem, Samuel’s home. Bethlehem: five miles

¢

south of Jerusalem, birthplace of David and |

of Jesus. DPoint out both places on the map.
and recall the many incidents connected with
the latter,

David.
lives what they have written concerning the
family of David. ¢
rectly recorded, for it must be remembered that
Jesus “was of the house and lineage of David”
(Luke 2. 4).

APPROACHT,

It will be helpful for the teacher to have
clearly in mind a biography of some one who
rose from a lowly origin to be a great help and
blessing to his fellow-men, such, for example,
as Lincoln or Whitefield. Recall the story of the
selected life, and get the pupils to talk about it

Ask the pupils to read from their

See that the facts are cor- 3§
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xpres- for the purpose of arousing their interest in By Way of Illustration,

amily “vl'.nt follows, '\\ hen all are interested say, BY JENNIE M. BINGIA,

duca- “Now we are going to study about a life similar Ve i 25 A mint o thi i
ought to the one about which we have been talking.” ”"". v and 9. A minister gave this testi-
dib mony: “When g young man I heard that an
e

anent UNFOLDED TEXT,

The opportunity for vivid

evangelist was coming to our home, I wasg very

1 picture painting  unhappy over it, and declared that all my good
“pon could not be better than that presented by our li'nws \\‘.nuld be N]i()i‘ll'll. Little did 1 r'a-nlize that
for text. We will, for the sake of the story, begin l{lﬁ coming would give me the best friend of my
: by with verse 1 and look at the narrative in a life (for such the evangelist became to me), and
T)n;\ series of pictures, as follows : that through him T would come to know the
£ 1. God Commanding Samuel (verses 1-8), Lord.” Thus often the thing which makes us
;,hz,l;; Picture Samuel mourning over the rejection of ll‘l'm!'l" will‘l lllnxnf"-lfi-r)si«'ln is really our greatest
puilds Saul (recall last Sunday's h-sﬁ'(»ll). the Lord re-  Dblessing. l!“' 'h:*"lx'l"s. one night on ll'm lake
 ioae huking Samuel nm_l commanding ]I.illl to go to '![""gll! .“"‘.‘ {‘"“l A spirit, and lhl",\' cried out
ances anoint the future king, Then describe Samuel's ~ With fear, but jt was their Lord coming to them,
{nvis- fear and the Lord's direction,

2. Samuel's Arvival at Bethlchem (verses 4,
5). Picture Samuel's arrival, his reception by
the troubled elders of the town, the dialogue
s that followed, and his overseeing the purifica-

tion of Jesse and his sons. (From a study of
the NoTeEs be prepared to tell why he “sancti-
fied” Jesse and his sons.)

3. The Procession (verses 6-10). Picture the
seven sons of Jesse as one by one they pass he-
fore Samuel and each is rejected in turn, (Do

not spend overmuch time on this picture,)

4. Samuel Anoints David (verses 11-13),
Repeat Samuel’s question and the answer there-
to. Picture the sending for David, his appear-
ance, and the anointing service, Explain the
meaning of the declaration, “The Spirit of the

o o | Lord came upon David.”

After the above or a similar series has been
presented, or, better still, after the presentation
of each picture, question the pupils to ascertain
whether the facts depicted are really in their

Pilaa: ; minds and whether they understand their im-
miles | port.

quar
ad by

&itd LESSON,
map Have each member of the class repeat the
with Golden Text, which enunciates a most impor-
) tant and much-needed truth, Question upon it,
their and illustrate it until jts meaning is understood,
the Then have all print, so that they may copy it in
F e their Lives and preserve ag a reminder, the
ehiit following :
u\-i;l“ LORD, MAKE MY
have RIGHT IN THY SIGHT.
ho
»“1 "]:! STUDY IN ADVANCE,
mple, Ask the pupils to write in their Lives a short
£ the account of “The Boasting of Goliath.”

ut it Review word, “Heart.”

saying, “Fear not !" These elders did not real-
ize that Samuel was bringing honor to their
tov.a and blessing to one of their townspeople,
else they would not have trembled,

Verse 7. God's steadfast look at the real in-
wardness of things is the central thought, It
is a valuable prineiple in Jjudging movements
as well as men, Some proposed social or indug-
trial reform may wear an attractive outward
appearance, but we must look at the heart of it,
It seeks to provide for feeding and housing men,
for employment and fair pay—all good things,
just as good looks and manners are, But they
are not the most important considerations, The
purpose of life is not so much to get men’s
bodies well clothed and well fed as to make men,
And you can only make men as Yyou get down
to where men live, Within all prosperity
or adversity dwells an ethical and spiritual
being, and he must be provided for, All social
efforts must look at the heart and must bring

that into harmony with the divine ordep,—
Charles R, Brown,

Verse 11. “Behold he keepeth the sheep,”
David's shepherd life prepared him physically
and morally for his kingship. Moses had forty
years of sheep-keeping. David met the lion and
the bear and battled with each and won the vie-
tory. Though he did not know it at the time,
he was preparing himself for the contest with
Goliath, Fidelity in the duty at hand prepared
for the larger duty. When the Duke of Welling-
ton came back to Eton after his glorious career
he looked about the building and said, “Here is
where I learned the lessons that made it possible
for me to conquer at Waterloo.” He did not
mean that the Greek and the Latin won the
battles, but fidelity to present duty, diligence,
and patience,
Verse 12. “This is he»
great work for God is not u

Capacity for doing
sually found among
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those who stand high in the world's estimation,
He generally digs his ore out of the depths, and
after much smelting and working at it makes
his polished shafts., A miner's son among Ger-
man forests, a railsplitter in America, are
chosen to shake churches and kingdoms, Let us
think less of outward position and more of
lowly goodness. Let us believe more in the
latent possibilities of the obscure boy or girl,

“And the Npirit of the Lord came upon David
from that day forward.” A travele: tells us
that one day up among the Himalaya Mountains
he found the source of that mighty river, the
Ganges. It was a tiny stream at first, but it
grew and wrought mightily. In these few
words in verse 13 ve find the source of David's
power. We cannot wonder that he became Is-
rael's great poet and Israel's great warrior and
king. Like the fisherman’s hut in Goethe's Tale
of Tales to which there came a strange beauti-
ful light, so did the Spirit of the Lord come to
David. The fisherman's hut, after it received
the mysterious light, became a beautiful silver
temple. And the shepherd lad after his anoint-
ing became the great king.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRS, J. H, KNOWLES,

Samuel, although through a long life h» had
walked and talked with God, was oppressed with
disappointment. He was broken-hearted for
the failures of the man he loved., Not even the
consolations of grace can take the bitterness
from such sorrow. IHere we enter into fellow-
ship with the sufferings of Christ. A life full
of promise wasted; a soul's possibilities gone,
like the blotting out of a star! This is the
grief of the Divine Heart, This is why Jesus
wept over Jerusalem, saying, “O if thou hadst
known, even thou, in this thy day, the things
which belong to thy peace!” There is joy in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth; there
must be pain there over those who destroy
themselves by sin, In earth and in heaven, be-
tween God and his people, this great fellowship
of suffering is known. Fathers and mothers
grieve for children gone astray; sisters for
brothers: friend for friend: and God is search-
ing for his lost ones with unfailing pity and
love.,

But there is a limit beyond which grief even
for sin is not pleasing to him, because it is dis-
trustful of his power, wisdom, and love. He
told Samuel that his grief for Saul was exces-
sive, He would say, “Circumstances have passed
beyond your power; leave Saul with me; leave
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the kingdom with me; I have plans beyond your
thought, to work out better things ‘or Israel
than would have come through Saul. My ways
are higher than your ways; do my bidding and
leave the rest with me,” It is the message for
every heart pressed with a similar sorrow.
Samuel, listening to God, laid aside his mourn-
ing, and resumed his work., It is better to do
80, no matter what is our grief,

When Eliab, tall and handsome, stood before
him, he thought, “How much he looks like Saul !
Surely he is the chosen king!"” But no; a fair
appearance was not to be trusted again. The
Searcher of hearts saw that Eliab's inner self
was indeed too much like Saul. Like the won
derful X-rays which reveal the hidden structure
of the body, the All-seeing Eye pierces to the
hidden man of the heart. Iow vain to try to
appear what we are not! “Behold, thou hast
searched me and known me ; thou understandest
my thought afar off.” What I seem to others
is of no consequence to God. He knows what
I really am, and takes me at no false value.
The worst folly of all is to impose upon myself
and believe myself better than I really am; for
the truth will be known when the secrets of all
hearts are revealed,

What, then, shall we do with our deceived
and deceiving hearts? We can only say with
David, “Behold, thou desirest truth in the in-
ward part, and in the hidden part thou shalt
make me to know wisdom. . . . Purge me and
T shall be clean; wash me and T shall be whiter
than snow ; create in me a clean heart, O God
and renew a right spirit within me.” David
was chosen king because he had a heart to pray
this prayer. e was “a man after God's own
heart,” because he had this humble spirit.  Con-
scious of his weakness, confessing his sin, le
repented and was forgiven. Ilis dependence
was not upon himself, but upon the Holy Spirit
dwelling within him.
a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart,
O God, thou wilt not despise.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

“The sacrifices 0® God are _

From this lesson we learn: 1, God's knowl-

edge of human nature is immediate and direct.
2. Being immediate and direct it is perfoct.
3. Because God's knowledge is direct and per-
fect, it surpasses men's knowledge of each other
and of themselves. .. .1, The folly of permittel
self-delusion. 2. The utter uselessness of hypoc
risy. 3. The exposed position of all our sins,
4. The duty of being passive under God's dis-
cipline, . The reasonableness of our acting
on God’s judgment of men rather than on our
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own. 6. A motive to diligence in keeping the
heart. .. .Reasons for Saul's rejection from the
throne of Israel: 1, He was a disobedient king,
2. He was an untruthful king. 3. He was a
bypocritical king. ... The manner of David's
appointment to the throne of Israel, The want
of the age was a truly devout man, with a
strong hand and a brave heart, Samuel's mis-
sion was dangerous, exceedingly responsible, and

thoroughly successful. Here was one of the
turning-points of history. ...God says: “I have
provided me a king among Jesse’s sons,” The

secret of David's success was the divine choice,
the divine preparation, and the divine call,
God makes the choice, qualifies the man, and
appoints the office,

Blackboard,
BY THOMAS G, ROGERS,

[LOO[KIE]W

THE

JORD

ON THE

'NOT AS MAN SEETH

Our desires and our decisions are alike influ-
enced by what we behold, God does not al-
ways act as we would be inclined to do, for he
sees otherwise than we do. Neither Samuel nor
Jesse knew the real hearts or lives of the men
who passed before them, and while their judg-
ment lent approval, each was in turn rejected

———,

LESSON VI. Davig and Goliath,

GOLDEN TEXT. If God be for

Avrnorizep VERrsiox,

[Study also verses 3237, 50-54, Read the chap-
ter; also 1 Chron, 11, 10-14,]

1 8am. 17.38-49. [ Commit to memory verses 45-47.]

38 And Saul armed Da'vid with his armor,
and he put an helmet of brass upon his head ;
also he armed him with a coat of mail,

39 And Da’vid girded his sword
armor, and he assayed to go; for he

upon his
had not
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as unworthy to be the Lord's chosen, When the
divine approval was at length given, it was to
one who had been unnoticed and overlooked, It
was for Israel's good that God so directed his
prophet in the appointment of their future king,
as the course of after-events proved. The Lord

looked beneath the surface, and saw David to
be a man after his own heart, who should fulfilf
Self-willed lives are seldom happy,
is faulty and its insight
When God, the all-seeing and all-wise,
e sure the outcome will

all his will,
for human judgment
shallow,
chooses for us, we may |
be happy.

Library References,
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES,

SAMUEL AxorNting DAVID.—See references
on Samuel, Lesson I, Bruce, First Three Kings
of Isracl, Geikie, Hours with the Bible, Ewald,
History of Isracl, Maurice, Prophets and Kings
of the Old Testame nt,

DaAviD.—Meyer, ¥, B,
Psalmist, King.
Isracl, il
Deane, W, J,
Krummacher,

David, Nhepherd,
Taylor, W. IL, Day d, King of
N. D, David the Poct and King,
+ David (“Men of the Bible™),
David, King of Isracl.  Mae-
Laren, A., Life of David ag Reflected in the
Psalms. Banks, L. A, David and Hiy Pricnds,
Newman, J, H., Parochial Nermons,
page 47. Brooke, S, A
Modern Life, page 225,

Characters, page 22 .

vol. iii,
Old Testament and
Geikie, Old Testament

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse T.—Benson, R, W., Boy Life, page 74.
Newman, J, H., Se rmons, vol. ix, page 72,
Verse 11.—Homiletic Review, vol, XXXV, page
136. Brooke, 8. A., Old Testament anq Modern
Life, page 255, Verse 12.—Bauks, I, A, David
and His Friends, page 11,
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4% Who can be against us? Rom, 8, 31,

REvISED Version,*
38 And Saul clad David with his apparel, and
he put a helmet of brass upon his head, and he
clad him with a coat of mail. 39 And David
girded his sword upon his apparel, and he as.
sayed to go; for he had not proved it. And
David said unto Saul, I cannot g0 with these :

*The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons,
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proved it. And Da'vid said unto Saul, I cannot
with these ; for I have not proved them, And
ﬁn'vid put them off him,

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and
«<hose him five smooth stones out of the brook,
and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had,
even in a scrip: and his sling was in his hand :
and he drew near to the Ihi-lis'tine,

41 And the Phi-lis'tine came on and drew
near unto Da'vid; and the man that bare the
shield went before him,

42 And when the Phi-lis’tine looked about,
and saw Da'vid, he disdained him: for he was
but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair coun-
tenance,

43 And the Phi-lis’tine said unto Da'vid, Am
T a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?
And the Phi-lis’tine cursed Da’vid by his gods,

44 And the Phi-listine said to Da’vid, Come
to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls
of the air, and to the beasts of the field.

45 Then said Da’vid to the Phi-lig’tine, Thoun
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear,
and with a shield: but I come to thee in the
name of the Lorp of hosts, the God of the
armies of Is'ra-el, whom thou hast defied,

46 This day will the Lorp deliver thee into
mine hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine
head from thee; and I will give the carcasses of
the host of the Phi-lis'tines this day unto the
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the
earth; that all the earth may know that there
is a God in Is'ra-el.

47 And all this assembly shall know that the
Lorp saveth not with sword and spear: for the
battle is the Lorp’s, and he will give you into
our hands,

48 And it came to pass, when the Phi-lis’tine
arose, and came and drew nigh to meet Da'vid,
that Da’vid hasted, and ran toward the army to
meet the Phi-listine,

49 And Da'vid put his hand in his bag, and
took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the
Phi-lis’tine in his forehead, that the stone sunk
into his forehead ; and he fell upon his face to
the earth.

[Aug. 9.

for I have not proved them. And David put
them off him, 40 And he took his staff in his
hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of
the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag
which he had, even in his wallet; and his sling
was in his hand : and he drew near to the Philis-
tine,

41 And the Philistine came on and drew near
unto David; and the man that bare the shield
went before him, 42 And when the Philistine
looked about, and saw David, he disdained him :
for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and withal
of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine
said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest
to me with staves?  And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said
to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh
unto the birds of the heavens, and to the beasts
of the field, 45 Then said David to the Philis-
tine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with
a spear, and with a javelin: but I come to thee
in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.
46 This day will Jehovah deliver thee into my
hand; and T will smite thee, and take thy head
from off thee; and I will give the dead bodies of
the host of the Philistines this day unto the
birds of the heavens, and to the wild beasts of
the earth; that all the earth may know that
there is a God in Isracl, 47 and that all this
assembly may know that Jehovah saveth not
with sword and spear: for the battle is Jeho-
vah's, and he will give you into our hand.
48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine
arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David,
that David hastened, and ran toward the army
to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his
hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and
slang it, and smote the DPhilistine in his fore-
head ; and the stone sank into his forehead, and
he fell upon his face to the earth.

Time.—According to Usher, 1063 B. (.
Place.—The valley of Elah, Probably the
Wady-es-Sumpt, about fourteen miles south-
west of Jerusalem, which was not yet possessed
by Israel.

Home
M. The boastful giant. 1 Sam. 17, 1-11.
Tu. The youthful champion. 1 Sam, 17. 12-27.
W. The Lord will deliver, 1 Sam, 17, 28-37.
Th. David and Goliath, 1 Sam. 17, 88-49,
F. Victory complete. 1 Sam. 17. 50-58.
8. My Deliverer. Psa. 144. 1-10.
8. Our conflicts. Eph, 6. 10-20,

Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 458.

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine !

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 463,

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms ;

What & blessedness, what a poace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
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New Canadian Hymnal, No, 481,
Sweet is the sunlight after rain,
And sweet the sleep which follows pain;
And sweetly steals the Sabbath rest
Upon the world’s work-wearied breast,

Questions for Senjor Scholars,

1. David in Saul's Armor (v, 38, 39). Who
were the Philistines? What were Saul's previ-
ous dealings with them?  What do we know
concerning  Goliath ? What may be inferred
from the fact that this battle was fought in the
middle of Isrpel’s territory 7 What previous
dealings had Saul had wity David (ncuording
to the ordinarily accepted chronology) ?

2. The Staff and Serip and Nling and Ntones
(v. 40).  Does the Supernatural ajd which
comes of faith work by setting aside nature?
What was the purpose of the staff? Ilow many
Stones did David take?, How many did he find
It necessary to yge? What was the brook 7

What was the ordinary use of the shepherd’s
bag?

3. Goliath's Contempt (v,
was the difference in appearance hetween (Go-
liath and Davig? What was the difference in
the boastfulness between David ang Goliath?
What was the cause for such an exchange of
taunts?

41-44).  What

4. David'y Trust in God (v, 45-47), What
Was the difference in the armor of David and
Goliath?  (The true answer is to be found in
verse 45.)  What lesson did both the Philistines
and Tsrael learn from the words of that verse ?
What didq Napoleon say about Providence?
What did David say about the heaviest hat-
talions? (Ver, 47.)

5. Goliatn's Overthrow (v, 48, 49).
shows David's entire confidence?
more victories than

What
What wins
either power op skill?
(Read verses 50-54.) What was the later his-
tory of the famoug sword which David used?
(1 Sam. 21, 9,) Wpay was the result of Go-
liath's overthrow upon the Philistines? What
was the effect upon the Israelites?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

s Preparation for Batile (v. 38-40). What
two armies were opposing each other? Who *
Vas the champion of the Philistines? What
Proposition wag made? Why was David there?
What did he offer to do? What help did Saul

SUNDAY Scio OL BANNER, 55

offer? Why was it declined ? What prepara-
tion did David make?

2. Meeting of the Champions (v. 41.47).
What was the personal appearance of David?
What diq Goliath think and say about him?
What boast diq he make? What was David's
answer? Upon whom did he depend for vie-

tory? What result of the contest did David ex-
pect?

3. The Vietory (v,
combatanty advance to
Goliath expect to fighty
him?

48, 49), How diq the»
each other? [ow did
What did Dayig do to

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What did David do for Saul? Played the
harp for him, Why was Saul's soul dark? Re-
cause he was far from God, Who made war
upon Israel? Whepe did Saul go? Where did
David go? What did his father want him to
do? Was lLe glad? Whom did he see? What
was the giant doing? What did David long to
do? How do You know that he was strong?
He had killed o lion and a bear, What did his
brothers do? Did Saul let him go? What did
he try to wear? What did he finally arm him-
self with? What did the giant do when he saw
David? How qiq David answer him?  What
did David do with his sling? Who guided the
stone? (fod, Why? Because Daviq trusted in
him. What followed ? The giant fell dead.

A Review in Five Questions,

1. What event was the occasion for the story
of our lesson? A war with the Philistines,
2. To what issue did the Philistines challenge
Israel? 7% that of single combat, 3. Who
offered to take up the challenge? David, the
shepherd of Bethlchem. a4, What was the one
purpose of his offer? 7, show that God ruled
Isracl, 5, What thought of the apostle Paul
is like that of David? GoLbey Text: “If
God,” ete,

——

The Church Catechism,

86. What is the indirect Wwitness of vhe Spirit 7
The indirect witness of the Spirit is the assurance
which we have from the consciousness of the fruig
of the Spirit in our heart and life,
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OUTLINE.

The Giants We Have to Fight.

1. Ouve Foes,
Came on and drew near. v. 41,
A friend of the world is the enemy of God.
James 4. 4.
Fleshly lusts war against the soul.
2 11,
The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about
seeking whom he may devour. 1 Pet,
5. 8.
II. Our ArMOR AND OUR WEAPONS,
David put them off, and he took his staff, five
smooth stones, and his sling. v. 39, 40,
Put on the armor of light. Rom. 13. 12,
The weapons of our warfare are mighty
through God. 2 Cor, 10, 4,
By the word of truth, by the power of God,
by the armor of righteousness on the
right hand and on the left, 2 Cor. 6. 7.
IIL. Our ALLy,
1 come to thee in the name of the Lord of

hosts. v. 45,
The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall

1 Pet.

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. DPsa, 124, 8,

It God be for us, who can be against us?
Rom. 8. 31.

IV. OUR ASSURANCE OF VICTORY.
I will smite thee, for the battle is the Lord's.

v. 46, 47,

I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me. IPhil, 4. 13,

All things are possible to him that beliey-
eth, Mark 9, 23,

We are more than conquerors through him
that loved us. Rom. 8, 37,

V. Tue REWARD oF VICTORY.
The man who Killeth him, the king will en-

rich him with great riches, v.

To him that overcometh will I give to eat
of the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God. Rev. 2. T.

Great is your reward in heaven. Luke 6.
23.

He shall receive the crown of life which the
Lord hath promised to them that love
him. James 1, 12,

hold your peace. Exod. 14. 14,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Between the last lesson and this several incidents are recorded : First, we note a change in the behavior
of King 8aul. Instead of the enthusiasm and ability which had characterized his earlier years and which
were regarded as evidences of the indwelling of theSpirit of Jehovah, he became subject to alternating fits of
melancholy and violence, which were at once recognized as evidences of the indwelling of an evil spirit from
Jehovah., In ordinary religious phraseology the adjective * evil” when applied to ““spirit”” would mean
morally evil; but the Ilebrew carries no such meaning necessarily, nor probably was it in the minds of the
translators. Saul suffered from the remorse of an offended conscience; and in his present desperate cir-
cumstances, and with his dogged determination not to submit to Jehovah's will, one can easily see how
madness and erime might closely follow. Next, we observe that Saul was a lover of music, and to soothe
his troubled mind his courtiers introduced as harper and bard David the son of Jesse, e proved success-
ful in his efforts to relieve the king’s malady, and became a royal favorite with the title, and possibly the
duties also, of armor-bearer. Then comes the story of which our lesson is a part, and which, as told in the
Bible, gives no hint of any earlier acquaintance of Saul with David. The chronological difficulties of the
record of David’s youth have already been noted, and it is perhaps impossible now to fix the precise order
of these incidents, but we may suppose David to have been dismissed from the court after the recovery of
the king. Though still a youth when he fought with Goliath, he was no longer the boy who had been
anointed by S8amuel. When the Philistines invaded the territory of Judah, Saul, with characteristic promy-
titude, led his army against them. But Goliath, their champion, struck terror into the Israelite army, The
hostile forces seem each to have been afraid of the other, and days idled by as they threatened each other
from the two sides of the valley of Elah, seven miles or so from Bethlehem, where Jesse lived, Three of
Jesse’s sons were in the Hebrew army, and David was sent by their father to inquire after their welfare,
When David heard the taunts of Goliath his heart was fired with indignation, and he offered himself to he
the champion of Israel. In spite of the contempt of his older brothers his offer was accepted by King Saul,
and our lesson gives an account of the combat.

would soften the harshness of the “coat of
mail.”  This act testified to the interest and
fondness of the king, He put an [“a”] helmet

Verses 38-40. Saul armed David with his
armor [“clad David with his apparel”]. Robed

him in the finely woven royal garments, which
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of brass upon his head,
was of bronze, The compound metal that we
call brass was not known in antiquity, He
armed [“clad™) him with a coat of mail, Liter-
ally, “with a coat of scales,” for the scales of
fish had early suggested to warlike men g means
of defense. Hig Sword means Saul's sword,
Armor.  “Apparel,” David had no plans of his
own. He trusted in Jehovah for strategy as
well as for success, Without hesitancy he ac-
cepted Saul's armor, but when clothed in it he

Probably the helmet

assayed [tried] to 20, and found that imprac-
ticable. He had not proved it; he had had no
practice with such defensive and offensive

armors; besides, probably it was “many sizes
too large” for him, Mediwval armor and such
fragments of the armor of antiquity as have
been preserved to our day show that warriors
often wore, on their backs, their heads, in their
hands, enormous weight,  David put them off
him, An act that showed decision of character,
He took his staff in his hand, Nearly every
oriental carries a staff, and a shepherd would
never be without one, Chose him five smooth
stones out of the brook [Margin, “torrent bed"],
Palestine, and especially its southern part,
known as Judah in David’s time and Judea in
the time of our Lord, is watered by streams that
flow plentifully down the hillsides in the rainy
season, but which dry up entirely during sum-
mer. The tumultuous rush of the water scoops
out and washes away the softer earth, and
rounds and smooths the pebbles of the bed of
the stream. The brook to which David turned
was the \\'atl_\'-os-ﬂulnpt, and as it was now
Summer time we are to think of it as being
quite dry.  Put them in a [“the™] shepherd's
bag which he had, even in q serip [“his wal-
let"]. The meaning of the IHebrew is not dis-
tinet, but seems to imply one receptacle carried
inside another, The shepherd's bag was made
of leather, and probably was carried in a fola
of his robe, The drapery around his limbs would
impede hig rapid progress, and in rolling up the
ends of his garments he made a convenient
lodging-place for his shepherd’s bag., His sling
was in his hand. The sling is a long leather
a band in the middle

where a stone is lodged. The two ends are held in

Skill in wielding
this weapon is exceedingly harq to attain, but
Palestinian peasants and Arabg gpe as partial
to slings as American Indians ang cowhoys have
been partial to lassos. He drew near to the
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Philistine, e did not wait for Goliath to ad-
vance, but took all the hazards and advantages,
that come to the aggressive,

These three verses form one natural division
of our lesson, and we pause at their close to
note that though David’s conduct seems almost
foolhardy, it was really based on knowledge and
wisdom, and Was “a true stroke of military
genius" as wel) 48 a conspicuous example of
enduring ag seeing Him who is invisible, The
ponderous Philistine with his wonderful armopr
and weapons had no duplicate in the Hebrew
ranks, The only way to defeat him was by using
weapons against which he had no armor and
by rapidity of movement,

41-44. From David we turn to Goliath. He
too came on and drew near, But he was not
like David, alone; the man that bare the shield
went before him, “Champions” in ancient dayg
were partial to armor-bearers, David already
(if our chronological order is correct) had done
duty as Saul's armor-bearer, and another armor-
bearer of King Saul was heroically faithful to
him in hisg dying hour, We are not told much
concerning Goliath other than that he was a late
representative of g gigantic race that had terri-
fied the Israelites at the time of the conquest,
His defiance Was not so much of Israel as of
Israel's God, Every day he roared his chal-
lenge into terrified Hebrew ears. This morn-
ing he looked about, and saw David, and very
naturally disdained him. Disdain, as we have
said elsewhere, is the besetting sin of giants,
Men who know their strength are always tempt-
ed to despise others who have not that particu-
lar sort of strength, David was but a vouth,
and ruddy, and [“withal”] of a fair counte.
nance. Such a youth, with rustic weapons used
for dogs, anq without defensive armor, seemed
preposterous to the huge Philistine, Stick and
Stones were not for such warriors as he, but for
dogs, and the Philistine cursed David by his
90ds, Then he indulged in sanguinary talk after
the manner of ancient heroes, Come to me,
which may he paraphrased “Waijt until T get
at you” And 1 will give thy flesh unto the
fowls of the air [“the birds of the heavens”],
and to the beasts of the ficld, That is, to the
vultures and jackals, “1 will give you no quar-
ter, and no burial,” which second threat was to
an oriental the more terrible of the two, Al
this Goliath had said for days together to atten-
tive audiences, But what had inspired terror in
others had no such effect on David, His reli-
ance on Jehovah he Proceeds boldly to declare,

45-47. Dayid as well as Goliath boasts, for
Loasting was characteristic of ancient combats
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(as is shown abundantly by Homer and other
writers), but David’s boast differs from Go-
liath’s in that the Philistine trusts in himself,
while David trusts in the God of the armies of
lsrael. Compared with Goliath David had little
strength, little skill, weak weapons, and no
armor, but he had the name of the Lord [“Je-
hovah”] of hosts. Never did a man trust more
absolutely in God than did this youth. David
never doubted that Jehovah would deliver his
defier into the hands of his champion. I will
smite thee, and take thine [“thy”] head from
[“off”"] thee. And so complete was his confi-
dence in God that he had provided himself no
sword for that purpose, but depended on Go-
liath's overthrow and Goliath's sword, [ will
give the carcasses [“the dead bodies™] of the
host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls
of the air [*“the birds of the heaven™], and to
the wild beasts of the earth. Ile threatens the
entire Philistine army with the fate with which
Goliath had threatened him, The champion’s ¢hal-
lenge pledged the Philistines to yield to Israel
if David succeeded, just as the Israelites by
accepting the challenge had stipulated that they
would yield to the Philistines if Goliath suec-
ceeded. This mutual pledge greatly increased
David's responsibility, but did not weaken his
purpose. Ile knew, and his words to the host
of the Philistines show that he well knew, that
they would not keep their pledge, but would
flee, be pursued, and slain, That all the earth
may know that there is a God in Isracl. And
[“that”] all this assembly shall [“may”] know
that that Lord [“Jehovah™] saveth not with
sword and spear, This, then, was David’s high
and holy purpose; not to win the hand of the
king's daughter, not to become successor or rival

HOMILETICAL AND

After his anointing by Samuel, David re-
turned to the care of his father’s sheep, but was
soon summoned to court in order that he might
by his playing charm away the evil spirit from
Saul. “The powerful influence exerted by
music upon the state of the mind was well
known even in the earliest times,” Saul -
proving, David again went home. But now he
has come to the camp of Israel, having been sent
by his father with provisions for his elder
brothers. Ile found the armies of Israel and
of the Philistines encamped on the opposite
slopes of two mountains, with a plain between
them. According to ancient usage it was pro-
posed to settle the war between the two nations
by single combat, and Goliath, the giant, was
to be the champion (Heb. “the middle man’)
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of Saul, or to establish fame by delivering his the fat
country from invaders, but to achieve the glory be ma
of God. The battle is the Lord's [“Jehovah's"], and pt
and he will give you into our hands [“hand”]. suspect
An exact contradiction of Napoleon's dogma, with tl
that “Providence is on the side of the heaviest what he
battalions,” Without entering into discussion convers:
concerning the authorship of any particular who su
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Psalm, it is interesting to compare David’'s un- :
armored head with the words, “O God, the Lord,

thou hast covered mine head in the day of bat- :
tle;” and his skill in slinging with “Blessed be B
the Lord, my strength, which teacheth my
hands to war and my fingers to fight ;" and his

lack of any shield or coat of mail with “My the foe I
Shield, in whom I trust.” We should never for- incompet
get, as David never did, that power belongs (verse 3.
unto God. looking a
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each other, The changing phraseology indicates
that the Philistine came and drew nigh with
pomp and dignity, while David hasted and ran
with alacrity. David took from his bag a stone,
put it in his sling, aimed it carefully, and “sent
it whizzing through the air.” Just how it sunk
into the Philistine’s forchead we are not told.
His visor may have been lifted so as to expuse
his forehead., It is possible, though not so like-
ly, that it passed directly through the bronze
helmet, for “slings are almost as dangerous a-
rifles.” Goliath fell upon his face to the carth.
And there we leaye him, conquered by the Lol
of hosts, who, as nearly always in human at-
fairs, worked out his will by human means,
Our story is not complete without a survey of
the succeeding verses, which tell how Davil
took the sword of Goliath and therewith kille!
him,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

of the Philistines. ITe was of large size, about
nine feet and two inches high, and armed ac-
cording to his size and strength, Each morning
Goliath took up his position on the plain and
challenged the Israelites to furnish him a foe
worthy to engage in combat. Forty days this =
challenge was repeated, emphasized with tan- |
talizing mockery. David, coming to the camp,
left the provisions with the keeper of the vess:ls
and ran to ask after his brothers’ health. While
talking with them the Philistine champion ap-

peared, repeating his challenge. David in- 42, The
quired as to the giant and the cause of Isracl's liath looked
fear of him, and was told the humiliating story, Israel a no
with the added information that the king hal stripling?

press his s

promised great riches and his daughter to the
fight with ; |

warrior who should kill Goliath. In addition,




g. 9.

g his
glory
V's"},
nd"”].
gma,
\wviest
ssion
cular
§ un- |
Lord,
' bat-
ed be
L my
(d his
“My
r for-
longs

ward
cates
with
I ran
stone,
“sent
sunk
told.
Xpose
like-
ronze
us a
arth.
Lovl
n af-
leans,
ey of
David
killel

about
d ac-
rning
1 and 38
a foe
3 this
tan-
eam |,
esscls
While
nap g
1 in-
rael's
story,
; had
o the
ition,

liath looked contemptuously upon David,

stripling?
press his scorn,
fight with; he 8ets a boy to anihilate, It is

Aug. 9.]

the father's house of the successful one would
be made “free in Israel,” that is, from taxes
and public burdens, Eliab, David's brother,
suspected that the young man wished to fight
with the giant, and Wwas greatly displeased at
what he thought his brother’s Presumption, The
conversation was, however, rehearsed to Saul,
who summoned David into his presence, heard
bim declare his confidence that God would de-
liver the enemy into his hand, and accepted him
as Israel’s champion,

Verse 38. Saul armed David, There was
a curious blending of cowardice, prudence, and
folly in Saul's conduct, Not daring to engage
the foe himself, he did not hesitate to accept an
incompetent youth, as he supposed David to be

(verse 33), And now, with hig earthly way of
looking at things, he must make of David a man
of war by putting on him his own war-dress,
How often men advise others how to fight,
they themselves being either incompetent or
cowardly ! Such take little account of God, and
think slightingly of his armor (Eph. 6. 13-17).

39. I cannot g0 with these, When David
started to walk, he found his attire unwieldy,
and, so far as he was concerned, more for show
than use. David would be himself and no one
else.  The issue was staked on naturalness,
Free, trained nimbleness ig more valuable than
limbs stiffened and constrained by a coat of
mail, David, as an abbreviated edition of Saul,
would be certain of defeat i and would not weap-
ing Saul's armor mean having Saul's spirit?
The question is not how excellent anything is,
but how proper, What are helps to some may
be hindrances to others,

40, Staf . . . five  smooth stones,  Saul's
armor thrown off, David is himself again, nat-
ural in movement, free of arm, and sure of
aim, The staff gave him equipoise, the cutting
of the air by the revolving sling was old-time
music, and the forehead of the Philistine as
good a mark ag any knot of tree or soaring bird,
For such readiness much preparation had been
necessary—practice to select and aim the stone,
with drill of hand and eye. Much of life lies
behind the development of the bud into flower
and fruit, When the disciples asked our Lord
why they could not cast out the eyijl spirit he
told them, “This kind can come forth by noth-
ing but by prayer and fasting” (Mark 9. 29),

42. The Philistine , , , disdained him, Go-
Had
Israel a no more imposing champion than this
No words are bitter enough to ex-
“He had sought a warrior to
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paltry business,” “To win against such a foe
will add nothing to my laurels,” thought Go-
liath, Defeat at the hand of Dayig had not en-
tered his mind, Here is another instance of
Jjudging by the outward appearance proving to
be a very serious blunder,

43. Am [ q dog? “to be beaten by a shep-
herd’s staff,” Judged according to the rules of
human warfare, David's conduct did seem
ridiculous, Like many another foe, Goliath
failed to see his invisible opponent, the God of
battles, Cursed David by his gods, Goliath by
such cursing defied not only David, but Jehovah
also, How often men think contemptuously of
God in discrediting hig people! What ignorance
of God’s ways do they display who think that
God’s success—op that of his servants—depends.
upon using their methods! The Philistine should
have remembered that his own nation had time
and again been humiliated before Jehovah, and
not have used his holy name so triflingly,

44. Come to me, and I will give thy flesh,
ete, The cursings of hatred and contempt are
often followed by the braggadocio of self-con-
ceit, Brag and Cursing are brothers born of
impiety anq ostentation. No doubt the boast of
the Philistine seemed to him to he easy of ful-
fillment, But “Iride goeth before destruction
and a haughty spirit before a fall.” In spir-
itual conflicts bresumption is at once the pre-
sage and cause of defeat, It is this same spirit
against which 8t I'aul gives the warning, “Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall.”

45, 46. In contrast with the boastful osten-
tation of Goliath was the simple yet confident
declaration of David, “Iere is another style,
not of a boaster, but of a prophet.” e tells
the Philistine that he trusted in carnal weapons
alone—“Thou comest to me with a sword, and
with a spear,” ete.—but that his own trust was
in the Lord. Here Was a partnership between
the human and the divine, What a reality was
God to David! Conscious of God's presence, he
fearlessly met his enemy. With less of faith he
might have been too nervous to take the proper
aim. There is a full assurance of faith that re-
moves fear and makes defeat an impossibility,
Consider the larger victory of Faith as com-
pared with that of Self-confidence, Goliath had
loudly boasted of his purpose of giving David’s
body to the beasts of the field. And was this
all his great strength and prowess were to ac-
complish? David announced his expectation of
thoroughly overthrowing the host of the Philis-
tines,

47, The battle is the Lord’s. Goliath boasted
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of his strength, but David founded his assur-
ance of victory upon Jehovah, the God of Is-
rael. We are charmed with the loyalty of David,
who does not for one moment forget his God.
and gives to him the credit of victory.

48, 49. David hasted, and ran. No sooner
has David spoken than his foot and hand second
his tongue: he runs to fight with the Philistine.
It is offensive warfare that tells; it is more
fatal to your enemy, and less expensive to your-
self.  David did not propose to fight Goliath
at close quarters, and thus allow the nearness
of his big enemy to foster fear in his mind. He
slew him before he was overwhelmed by his full
size. When he did measure the Philistine it was
tuking the dimensions of a dead enemy, He fell
upon his face to the earth, Gone are all his
boastings, like the morning vapor. And that
great body is as harmless as any other hillock.
So, often have perished God's enemies who have
trifled with his name, and threatened his peo-
ple.  What availed the armor of the giant?
Before he could use his sword his arm was
stiffening in death. Before his armor-bearer
could hand him his shield that fatal stone had
buried itself in his brazen forehead. No need
had David to carry a sword, for that of Go
is at his service. Nothing more honors
than the turning of wicked men's forces against
themselves: there are none of his enemies but
carry with them their own destruction.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Serve God in your own way. Trust not
to another’s learning, wealth, or strength. Do
not imitate other people's way of working.
Make good preparation, and then be yourself,

2. David had little doubt of his success, or he
would have taken more stones from the brook.
The better one's aim the less ammunition he
needs. Teacher, master thoroughly a few points
in the lesson to impress upon your scholars’
minds, The number that David took is plenty,

3. Never allow appearances to make you
-overconfident or discouraged. It was death to
Goliath, and would have been to David, had he
not been superior to them.

4. Nothing is so cheap and so cheapening as
boasting. Never indulge in it, even in your
thoughts; for it will add to the shame of fail-
ure, and never contributes to victory.

5. Admit your dependence upon God. “In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths” (Prov. 3. 6).

6. David gave to all onlookers ample proof
that Goliath was really dead, mot merely
‘stunned,

There could be no dispute as to
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death over the giant's headless body. In fight-
ing against evil in your own soul be sure of its
complete overthrow, “lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble thee,”

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
DAVID AND GOLIATH,

This story is the charm of youth in every age
How was it achieved?

Great men everywhere say that each upward
step was made possible by fidelity in lower
grades of work. The triumph over Goliath was
a fitting consequent of the conquest of the lion
and the bear. Faithful in that which is least
is faithful in that which is greatest, Slight
the alphabet or the simple rules of arithmetic
and reading is a labor and higher matheiaatics
an impossibility,

David had confidence in himself and trust in
God, He went after the lion and after the giant
He got both., He took weapons he was accus-
tomed to. He could fling stones farther than
Goliath could hurl his spear. e was agile
enough to keep out of reach of that.  Goliath
with all his braggadocio had no fighting chance,

But, well-weaponed as David was, he came in
the name of the Lord, who had been insulted
(v. 45). He was conscious of fighting God's
battles and looked to him for help. He saw
the triumph from afar, by faith he brought it
nigh (v. 46). A sublime courage is half the
battle,

We no more admire his courage than we are
indignant at the supine cowardice of those he
fought for. But other people’s indifference i
no excuse for our not doing our best.

The world is a Goliath, proud and full of mock-
ery. Every Christian should be a David. The
reason the world loves this story is that it is
a part of our own experience. Be a David.

Thoughts for Young People,
THE BATTLE OF LIFE,

1. In the battle of life good men have to fight
a powerful foe. We have to contend with
numerous adversaries. We are often hindered
by those who ought to help us. We are ani-
mated by various and often by conflicting feel-
ings. Past victories strengthen us for future
conflicts.  Such experiences in the battle of
life were singularly typified by David’s experi-
ences in the battle with Goliath,

2. In the battle of life good men need divine
assistance, David's dependence on God was
right because it insured the right help for the
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combat ; because it awakened
holy struggle ; because it led to a right selection
of weapons; and because it secured a right and
triumphant issue, [ Parker,)

a right spirit for

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
SURROUNDINGS,

Time. Two or three years after the time of
the last lesson (1063 B.C.%).

Place, Vale of Elah, fourteen or fifteen miles
southwest of Jerusalem,

Goliath. Have two or three
their Lives what they
boasting of Goliath,

pupils read from
have written about the
(See 1 Sam, 17, 4-11,)

APPROACH,

The writer recently read an account of the
largest man in the world, As a boy he was so
large that he escaped having his father's clothes
cut down for him, As a man he could not he g
cowboy because he neyer could get a horse large
enough for him to ride, e never had a sweet-
heart hecause he was so big that the girls were
all afraid of him. It will not be difficult to re-
call, or to learn about, some giant or some
strong man about whom the teacher may talk
by way of introduction, When the pupils are
thoroughly interested turn to the lesson,

UNFOLDED TE

There will be no difficulty
lesson story,

in getting enough
On the contrary, we must guard
1zainst spending so much time on it that there
will be none left for the application. The nar-
rative may bhe developed in a series of pictures,

L. Saul Arming David.  Question the pupils
to ascertain if they have clearly in mind who
Saul was, Then picture him arming David,
Explain why David was not able to walk with
Saul's armor on,

2. David Preparing for the Fight. Picture
David taking his staff (op club), selecting five
stones, putting them into his small leather bag,
taking his sling, and going forth to meet the
giant.  (Explain that Eastern shepherds em-
ployed their slings to drive and to guide their
flocks, and that they became very expert in
their use, Judg, 20. 16.,)

3. Goliath .-lpproarhing David. For the sake
of a little variety, have the pupils describe Go-
liath, and tell how he felt when he saw David.
Have one pupil read alouq verses 43 and 44
and another yerses 4547, and explain that
David dependeqd on the Lord for victory in the

toming contest,
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4. David Killing Goliath,
avid approaching his reviler,
stone, and slaying him,

After the pictures have
the members of the class
they have grasped the
story,

Briefly picture
s Smiting him with

been painted question
to ascertain whethey
essential facts of the

LESSON,
Turn the conversation again to the thought
of giants, Give to each pupil a sheet of paper
and ask him to print a list of giants with
which he has haq to contend or may have to
contend. Have the lists read and comment on

them. Then haye all print a igt something
like this:

SELFISIINESS,
PRIDE,

ENVY,
MALICE.
TEMPER.
HABIT,

Show how habits
and drinking hecom,
overthrow of many,

of lying, stealing, swearing,
e giants that threaten the
Then ask all to print the
names of the pehhleg that they may
come these giants,
read and ('ﬂ"“lll‘ll[!‘d
as follows : :

MY PEBBLES

These are to be used in the
severance and Patience,
of Jesus in the

use to over-
After the lists have bheen
upon have them reprinted

FAITH.
PRAYER.
SCRIPTURE,

slings of Per-
Recall the temptation
wilderness, :

Finally, have the Golden Text repeated and
ask all to print :

LORD, HELP ME TO OVERCOME

MY GIANTS

IN THY STRENGTII,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to write in their Lives a short
account of “The Love of Jonathan for David.”
Review word, “Giants,”

By Way of Illustration,

Verses 38-40. David and his weapons, Dayid
stands for a picture of the armor and weapons
of God's soldiers, “The weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but spiritual,” and though
to the estimate of sense they are as useless as
the bows and arrows of savages against breech-
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loading artillery, they are mighty through God
to the pulling down of strongholds, The Church
has been tempted to wear the armor which Saul
would lend it, and to accept from the civil
power wealth and prestige, but it has been hin-
dered in its march thereby, and all but choked
in the helmet, The world tempts the Charch
to seek for success by adopting the world’s
methods. No good ever comes of fighting Go-
liath with weapons fashioned after the pattern
of his. It was when apostles could say, “Silver
and gold have we none,” that they could also
say, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
rise up and walk.” The world has to be won
to Christ by means by which he overcame it.—
Joseph Parker,

Verse 2. The Philistine disdained him. To
the eye of sense the giants are on the devil’'s
side; and the Lord's champions are insignifi-
cant-looking little fellows, Ten out of twelve
of the men whom Moses sent into Canaan said
that they felt like grasshoppers in comparison
with the huge men with whom the Lord's people
would have to battle. And in almost every
great conflict since that day the Lord's cham-
pions have either seemed like grasshoppers in
the sight of the Lord's enemies or they have
felt like grasshoppers in* contrast with the
giants before them, Every great reform in the
world’s history has been championed at the
start by some single-handed little David pitted
against a whole army of Goliaths.

Verse }3. “I come to thee in the name of the
Lord of hosts,” An Englishman in a foreign
land occupies a very different position, and
speaks in a very different tome, g cording to
whether he assumes a private capacity as an
ordinary traveler, or acts as representative and
ambassador of his country. In the former case
he speaks in his own name, and receives what
respect and obedience it can obtain: in the lat-
ter, he is conscious of being identified with all
that is associated with the term “Great Britain,”
For a man to speak in the name of England
means that England speaks through his lips;
that the might of England is ready to enforce
his demands; and that England's power is
pledged to avenge any affront or indignity to
which he may be exposed. Thus came David in
the name of the Lord of hosts. And thus Jesus
bids us ask what we will in his name ; not that
we should use the mame as an incantation or
formula, but that we should be so one with
him in his interests, purposes, and aims that it
should be as though he were himself approach-
ing the Father with the petitions we bear.—
F. B. Meyer,
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Heart Talks on the Lesson.

He was a terrible giant. Saul was afraid ;
the whole army was dismayed ; only the boy
with the shepherd's sling and stone saw nothing
to fear. For him it was a grand chance to
prove the God of Israel mightier than his foes.
It was the difference between sight and faith,
God was a reality to David. Like Moses, he
saw Him who is invisible, The heavens had de-
clared his glory while in the silent night he had
watched the grand march of the stars; they
were the work of the fingers of a personal God
who was also mindful of the humblest man upon
earth, Caring for his sheep, calling them by
name and leading them out, David had learned
to trust the Lord, his own Good Shepherd,

However we learn it, this is of all knowledge
the best: to know God; to rely upon him; to
believe with all the heart that he can and will
deliver from evil every soul that trusts him. In
this faith David was conqueror., This is the
victory that overcometh,

On the morning of that day David had no
thought of anything unusual befalling him, It
was a pleasant change to go and see how 't
fared with his brothers, From his psalms we
learn it was his habit to commit himself to the
guidance of God every morning: and this day
no doubt he did the same. Our days are all un-
certain to our finite eyes, Before nightfall some
thing may occur to change the whole aspect of
our life. Safety and quietness are found only
in committing everything to Iim who knows
the unseen way and who cares for all our in
terests, Hiants and Philistines may confront
us; but what are they to defy God, or
threaten his chosen ones? David's cheerful con
fidence grew out of experience, But if it ha!l
not been his habit to recognize God in every
thing the killing of the lion and the bear woulil
have heen no incentive to faith in this encountel
with the giant. If he had ecalled it “luck,” or
the result of his own strength alone, he coull
not have heen so sure of himself ; he might not
be so “lucky” this time. But his confidence
was not in himself ; he said, “The Lord who d.-
livered me from the lion and the bear will give
me this Philistine,”

So faith grows from strength to strengtl.
Recognizing God, and trusting him in ordinary
duties and cares, we meet life's heaviest trials
with courage because we “know whom we have
believed.” That was a sweet strain  from
David’s harp when he sang, “Because thou hast
been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy
wings will I rejoice;” and a yet richer melody
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when in great testing of his faith he cried,
“Why art thou cast down, O my Soul? Hop¢
thou in God, for 1 shall Yet praise him who is
the health of my countenance ang my God,”

Is it a new trial you haye to face—a giant
compared with any you have yet mety Does
it defy the power of God to deliver you? Meet
it in the name of (le Lord. The battle is his;
he will give it into our hands, Let ys take
the tonic of Daviq faith and meet ey 'y Go-
liath with his fine irony: “Who is this unecip-
cumeised  Philistine that he should defy the
armies of the living God?
fail because of him,"

Let no man's heart
This is the practical
faith to live by in things temporal and in things
spivitual,  “If (Goq be for us, who then can le

against us?" ———

The Teachers’ Meeting,
L. David's life was lived consciously in God's
sight; 2, Davig fought in Goa's strength ;

A He conquered because God always wiy 1f
We are on God's side we need have no fears .
1. No man’s heart need fajl him because of any

spiritual dangey which the world, perhaps, calls
Irresistible, 2, We should leaye nothing undone
that might glorify God, 3. We should not he
anxious to invent ways of our own, but rather
fo use the ways that God has appointed, and
when these fail to leave the rest iy his hands,
4. As God's mercies  continue increasing, so
should ouy remembrance of them increase, .
Iu his readiness to make use of means, notwith-
standing his ful) confidence in the succor and
Protection of God, David is a worthy example
for us,

Library References,

Gm,n\'ru.—“lnnh-,\', History of the Jewish
Chureh, vyol, ii, page 5T, Ewalq, History of
Israel, vol, ifi, page G0, 80, Geikie, Landmarks
of Old Testament History, pages 46-50, 7The
I_‘.rpvmiiar[/ Times, 1802, page 156.  Geikie, ol
Testament Characters, page 221, Baring-Gould,
Legends of the Patriarehg and Prophets, page
425, The Lives of David and Bible dictionaries,

I"mus‘rmss.—l\’onl. History of the Hebrew
People, vol, i, page 27, Geikie, Hours with the
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Bible (Index), Sayce, Patriarchal Palestine
(Index), Stanley, History of the Jewish
Church, Ewald, History of Israel, Kittel, His-
tory of Hebrews,

SERMONS ON THE LEssoy,
e 45 —Homiletie Review, vol, xxxiii,

Ve

page 2. Kingsley, C., Sermons, page 1. The
Homilist, Vepse 47 —"The Pulpit, London, vol,

xxxiii, page 246 vol, Ixv, page 451,

Blackboard,

TN
GO woro
- PEAR

David and
matched,  With the latter was every human
probability of success, assured hy al] that could

Goliath  were very unevenly

be devised to strengthen and equip.  The giant
had long been master of the situation, and none
dared to assert himself in combat against his
prowess. That the giant would win was a fore-
gone conclusion with the spectators when o
shepherd lad, almost unarmed, but confident in
himself and God, accepted the rude challenge
of Goliath and advanced to meot him in the
open. But the battle is not always to the strong,
nor can appearances he relied upon to foretel]
the issue, With David and his staff and sling
was the almighty God, and in Hig might, rather
than his own, he met and overcame and decapi-
tated the terror of Israel's host. No cause is
weak which God espouses, and no man need fear
when God stands on his side,

!'ulur‘ng‘—ﬂwnr:l. ete., cream and vellow ;
names, red ; phrases, blue and white,

— ) Yennnitens

LESSON VIL Saql Tties to Kill David.

GOLDEN TEXT, God is our refuge and stee
Avrnorizey VERrsiox,
1 8am, 18, 5-16. [ Commit to Memory verses 12-14.}

5 And Da'yvig WVent out whithersoever Saul
sent him, and behayeq himself wisely : and Saul
set him oyep the men of war, and he was ac-

[Aug. 16,

ngth, a very present help in tzouble, Psa, 46, 1,

REVISED VErsioy,*

5 And David went out whithersoever Sau] sent
him, and behaved himself wisely : and Saul set

S
.;’l‘he Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
ons,
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cepted in the sight of all the people, and also
in the sight of Saul's servants. .

6 And it came to pass as they came, when
Da'vid was returned from the slaughter of the
Phi-lis"tine, that the women came out of all
cities of Is'ra-el, singing and dancing, to meet
king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with in-
struments of music,

T And the women answered one another as
they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thou-
sands, and Da'vid his ten thousands.

-»-

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying
displeased him; and he said, They have as-
cribed unto Da’vid ten thousands, and to me
they have ascribed but thousands: and what can
he have more but the kingdom?

9 And Saul eyed Da'vid from that day and
forward.

10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and
he prophesied in the midst of the house: and
Da’vid played with his hand, as at other times:
and there was a javelin in Saul's hand.

11 And Saul cast the javelin: for he said, 1
will smite Da’vid even to the wall with it. And
Da'vid avoided out of his presence twice,

12 And Saul was afraid of Da'vid, because
the Lorp was with him, and was departed from
Saul,

13 Therefore Saul removed him from him,
and made him his captain over a thousand ; and
he went out and came in before the people.

14 And Da’vid behaved himself wisely in all
his ways; and the Lorp was with him,

15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved
himself very wisely, he was afraid of him.

16 But all Is'ra-el and Ju'dah loved Da’vid,
because he went out and came in before them,

[Aug. 16.

him over the men of war, and it was good in the
sight of all the people, and also in the sight of
Saul's servants,

6 And it came to pass as they came, when
David returned from the slaughter of the Ph
tine, that the women came out of all the cities
of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king
Saul, with timbrels, with joy, and with instru-
ments of music, 7 And the women sang ome to
another as they played, and said,

Saul hath slain his thousands,

And David his ten thousands,
8 And Saul was very wroth, and this saying
displeased him ; and he said, They have ascribed
unte David ten thousands, and to me they have
ascribed but thousands: and what can he have
more but the kingdom? 9 And Saul eyed Davil
from that day and forward,

10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
an evil spirit from God came mightily upon
Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the
house: and David played with his hand, as le
did day by day. And Saul had his spear in his
hand; 11 and Saul ¢ast the spear; for he said,
I will smite David even to the wall. And Davil
avoided out of his presence twice. 12 And Saul
was afraid of David, because Jehovah was with
him, and was departed from Saul. 13 There-
fore Saul removed him from him, and made him
his captain over a thousand; and he went out
and came in before the people. 14 And David
behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and Jo-
hovah was with him. 13 And when Saul saw
that he behaved himself very wisely, he stood in
awe of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah love
David; for he went out and came in befor¢
them,

Time.—About B, C. 1063, Place.—(ibeal,
in the tribe of Benjamin, Saul's home,

Home Readings.

M. Saul Tries to Kill David. 1 Sam. 18, 1-16,
Tu. The evil spi 1 Sam, 19. 1-12,
W. Power of envy. IProv, 27. 1-10,
Th. Prayer for help. DPsa, 143,

Defense against persecutors,

Trust and fear not. Psa.

Ielp in trouble. Psa. 118, 1-17.

Lesson Hymas.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 50,

Oh, safe to the Rock that is higher than I,

My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly ;
So sinful, so weary, thine, thine would I be ;
Thou blest *“ Rock of Ages,” I'm hiding in thee,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 52,
The Lord’s our Rock, in him we hide :
A shelter in the time of storm !
Secure whatever ill betide :
A shelter in the time of storm.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 51,
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in ﬁis excellent word !
What more can he say, than to you he hath said
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled ?

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. David's Wisdom (v. 5). What new court
ier now comes to the front? What relation i
he hold to the throne? To what position di
Saul first appoint David? Iow are we show!
that David was a worthy and effective officer?

2. David’s Popularity (v. 6, 7). Wh
changed Saul’s favor to opposition? How wu
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a victory usually celebrated ? What course
would it have been wiser for Saul to take?

3. Saul's Jealousy (v, 8- What danger
did Saul foresee? What passion did it stir up?
Upon what did Saul resolve? What increased
Saul's fear of David? Iow are we shown that
selfishness leads to Jjealousy and Jjealousy to
murder? That eyil once getting place in the
life grows until it dominates it? What was the
cause of David's success? What was the cause
of Saul's failure?

4. David’s Wisdom (v. 1416). How do
modesty, rectitude, capacity, and energy compel
recognition and reward? Why are Israel and
Judah mentioned separately Of what wasg
Saul afraid? Who was responsible for the
strained relations between Saul and Davjq?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. David’s Faithfulness (v. 5-7). What did
David do after his victory over Goliath? What
is said of his conduct? Who thought well of
him?  What was the custom when victorious
warriors returned? What preference was shown
for David over Saul?

2. Saul's Envy (v, 811), How did Saul feel
toward David? Of what was he afraid? What
afliction came to Saul? What gave him relief ?
Who played for him?  What diq Saul try to
do? How many times?

3. Saul's Fear (v, 12-16), Why did Saul
fear Daviq? What position was assigned to
David? How did Dayid conduct himself? Who
loved David?

Questions for Younger Scholars,
What did Saul do for David? Who became
David's close friend? What diq he give him?
What did the people think of Daviq? What
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did the women sing when they met Saul? How
did Saul feel about it What old enemy came
back into his heart? What did Daviq try to do
for him? Could he help him? What did Saul
do to David? Who saved David from death?
Why was he always spared? Beea use he was to
be king of Isracl, What office was given David?
What did Saul always hope? That he would be
killed in war, What did Saul know? Did he
try to kill David again? Yes; many times,
Which was the happier, the king or hLis servant
David? —
A Review in Six Questions,

1. Who loved David after his victory? Jona-
than, the son of Saul, 2. How did David act
under the honors he received ? Very wisely,
3. How did Saul feel toward David? He pe-
came jealous of David, 4. To what did Saul's
jealousy lead him? 74 try to kill David,
8. Why was David wise and successful? Be-
cause the Lord iwas witi him. 8. What is our
GOLDEN TEXT? (7 d is our,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

87, What is sanctification ? Sanctification ig
that separation from sin and consecration to the
service of God, which is wrought by the Holy
Spirit in the believer at regeneration and continued
in his growth in grace.

1 Peter 1. 2. Elect according to the foreknow.
ledge of God the Father, through sanctification
of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ : Grace unto You, and peace,
be multiplied. 15. But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Elements of Success,

Accepted in the sight of all the people ;: all
Israel and Judah loved David. v, 5, 16,
He that serveth Christ is approved of men,
Rom, 14, 18,
Praising God, anqg having favor with all
the people, Actg 2, 47,
Jesus inereaseqd in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and man, Luke
0 ro
4 TRUSTWORTHINESS,
David went out whithersocver Saul sent him,
v. b,
It is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful, 1 Cor, 4, 2,

He that is faithful in that which is least
is faithful also in much, Luke 16, 10,

Be thou faithful unto death, and T will give
thee a crown of life, Rev. 2, 10,

ITI. Discrerion,
David behaved himself wisely. v. 5.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, Psa. 111, 10,

He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledge to them that know under-
standing, Dan, 2, 21,

If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of
God,and it shall be given him. James 1, 5.

Through thy precepts I get understanding,
Psa. 119, 104,
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IV. ENDURANCE oF HosTiLITY,
Saul eyed David from that day and forward,
v. 9,

If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy
strength is small. Prov. 24, 10,

He that endureth to the end shall be saved,
Matt, 10, 22,

TFor our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory
2 Cor. 4. 17,

[Aug. 16.

V. FELLowsuIP witn Gob,
The Lord was with him, v. 14.

I love them that love me; and those that
seek me early shall find me, Prov, 8. iy

My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness.
2 Cor. 12. 9,

Take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Psa.
bl 1%

For in him we live, and move, and have our
being. Aects 17, 28,

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

The closing verses of the chapter from which our last lesson was taken tell how Abner introduced David
to King Saul. It was then that * the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved
him as his own soul; " and Jonathan gave David his robe to wear, and his sword, and his bow, and his

girdle ; and Jonathan and David made a coves
even return to his father’s house, but kept him.

ant, or pledge, of faithful friendship. Saul did not let David

5, 6. Darid went out whithersocver Saul
sent him, and behaved himself wisely, The Mar-
gin proposes another punctuation, *David went
out; whithersoever Saul sent him, he pros-
pered.” The allusion is apparently to a series
of victories achieved by him over the Philis-
tines. Few daring men are silent men, and
consequently brave soldiers and sailors have
been proverbially unw in their utterances.
The world was astonished when William the
Taciturn and, centuries later, Ulysses Grant
showed that they could not only fight but hold
their tongue. It would have heen easy for
David now to have made serious mistakes. IHe
was still young, could not have heen greatly
learned in courtly ways, was exposed at once
to flattery and jealousy. It was foolish talk
that brought his first troubles, but he was not
the foolish talker. His wisdom shows fine nat-
ural endowments, great determination, and, as
we are reminded by the inspired writer, pres-
ence of the Spirit of the Lord. Saul set him
over the men of war, Here was a great responsi-
bility, made more difficult by the fact that he
was under the immediate supervision of the
king, himself an experienced commander of men.
He was accepted [“it was good"”] in the sight
of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's
servants. That courtiers as well as common
people should favor David is complimentary to
his character, for usually courts are hotbeds of
hatred and jealousy. Thus far all is prosper-
ous and happy. But we are suddenly turned
from a survey of David's honors to his trials,
When David was [omit “was"] returned from
the slaughter of the Philistine [Margin, “Philis-
tines"]. Not probably from the killing of Go-

liath, but from some one of the several victories
which are covered by the record of verse b
The women came out of all [“the”] cities of Is-
rael, singing and dancing to meet king Saul,
with tabrets [“timbrels”], with joy, and with
instruments of music [Margin, “triangles,” or,
“three-stringed instruments”]. Such was the
custom of Hebrew women, So Miriam led the
way in praising the Lord with timbrels and
with dances after the overthrow of the Egyp-
tians in the Red Sea, and Jephthah's daughter
met her father, The “tabret” or “timbrel” re-
sembled the modern tambourine. The “instru-
ments of music” cannot be described definitely,

T=13. Women answered one another [“sang
one to another"] as they played. Singing in
fugue or antiphon. Saul hath slain his thou-
sands, and David his ten thousands. These
women were not good politicians. There was
no need to praise the commander at the expense
of his monarch, Probably Saul had never heard
of the anointing of David, but he could never
forget Samuel's declaration that God had chosen
another for his throne. That the saying dis-
pleased him was most natural, and his question,
What can he have more but the kingdom? was
logically based. There was no rival in sight for
the throne except indeed this “favorite son"
should manage to displace him. 8o that the
first of David's trials was the thoughtless and
injudicious praise of the women, The second
was the distrust of a man on whose favor, hu-
manly speaking, he must depend. Saul eyed
David from that day and forward. Although it
would not do to remove so popular a man from
the high station he had merited, David now he-
came the victim of steadily increasing sus
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picion, The Promises made to the slayer of Go-
liath were not kept. On the morrow. After the
day when the words by the Women had arougeq
evil purposes in Saul's heart, The [“an”] epit
spirit from God came ["mightily"] upon Saul, In
our introductory note (Lesson V) we have given
the proper explanation of this evil spirjt,
a4 mood which included among its Constituents re-
morse, suspicion, Jjealousy, and timidity,
evil in the sense of working injury,

from God ag q) natural results of natural
causes do. Before this he had been Possessed by
the Spirit of the Lord, which had made hig
name a terror to the enemies of Jehovah'g peo-
ple. Now that he had alienated himself from
Jehovah's Spirit that triumphant Spirit had left
him, and in its place had come another spirit,

of wicked and deviligh,
midst of the house, No consistent system of
translation could well here substitute another
word for “prophesied." but the meaning (very
evidently from the context) is, ag given in the
Margin, “raved,” Prophets often uttered words
without deliberate thought, impelled by the
Spirit of Gog within them, Saul himself haq
50 prophesied in hig youth (1 Sam, 10, 10), and
the evil spirit which oW possessed him led him
to incoherent expressions, “phe midst of the
house” probably refeps to the large court in the
center of the palace. Dapiqg played with his
hand, ag at other times [“as he diq day by
day”]. The phrase may imply that j¢ was the
usual hour for the music; or David, perceiving
the Symptoms of recurring mentq)

But instead of wothing Say] this exas-
berated him, Thepe was a javelin in Saul's hand
[“Saul haq his spear in his hand"], And Saul
cast the javelin ["speur"]: for he said, I will
smite Dapig €ven to the wall with it [omit
“with it"]. This atrocious assault on David's

HOMILETICAL

David's victory wag a turning point in his life
which openeq his way to the throne, This
heroic deed brought him out of his rural shep-
herd’s life to the scene of Israel's conflict with
its foes ; angd his condyot Was such as to impress
the Israelites that Goq had chosen him as their
future king. 1¢ also brought him into such re-
lation to the royal house, which had been re-
Jected by God, as produced lasting and benefi-
cial resyltg in connection With his future call-
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life was twioe dodged by the young man, Byt
evidently the king’s wrath was soon appeased,
and Davyiq probably regardeq the attack not so
much as the result of g settled purpose to take
his life as an incidental resyjt of menta] disease,
Naul wag afraid of David, For two reasons ;
because the Lord [“Jehovah"] was with him,
and Saul kpew by experience that the presence

tributes directly to Secular as wej) as to spir-
itual success, and of itself foils and thwartg the
purposes of enemies, Another reason was that
that same Spirit was departed from Saul, He
had lost self-confidence because he haq lost his
confidence in Jehovah, e could not watch
David's unusua] wisdom, heroism, anq unfeigned
godlimess, hig widespread Popularity, and espe-
cially the warm love shown for him by his
own son Jonnthun, without feeling that all that
was truly kingly had been transferred from him-
self to thig youth, Therefore (because of his
jenlousy and fear) Saul removed him [l)a\-id]
from him [Saul], and made him  hig captain
Over q thousand ; and he [David) went out and
came in before the people, Perhaps this wag
the wisest course for him to bursue, for go long
as he had lit¢le control over hig emotions com-
Panionship was dangeroug to both,

14-16, David behaved himself wisely in aql
his ways s and the Lord ["Johovnh"] was with
him.  Here are the two elements of success,
Rough olq Oliver Cromwe]) said, “Trugt jp God,
and keep your powder dry.” My, Garfield said,
“God reigns, and the government gt \\'nshing-
ton still Jiveg,” If one makes Sure to so live ag
to secure the constant presence of the Spirit
of the Lord he may comfortably take good old
Dr. Dean’s advice, “Do your best, anq leave the
rest.”  Saul was afraid of him [“stood in awe
of him”], and his fear was based on David'y
wise behavior, but Israel ang Judah loyeq him,
and their Joye arose not only from his wisdom
but from hig goodness,

duced at the beginning of the narrative of
David’s entrance into the royal family, It wil
be considered in the followlng lesson, and at-
tention is now asked to the relationg between
Saul anq David,

In verse 5 jt is recorded that “Dayiq went
out whithersoeyer Saul gent him.”  He was
loyal to the king, whom he looked upon g5 “the
Lord’s anointed” (23, 10). His wonderful vic-
tory has not turned his heaq, He has Iaiq
aside his rusget coat, his serip ang sling, and is
a shepherd no more. Suddenly he has become a
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captain, a courtier and a companion of princes;
yet he himself has not changed. Honor shows
the man; brings into prominence his imperfec-
tions, if he has them, and makes more glorious
his excellencies. Happy is the man whom a
speedy advancement leaves wise,

6, 7. How ready the people are for a new
idol! David, the late shepherd youth, is the
hero of the women's song. Saul appears to
have been mentioned in order to bring David's
prowess into greater prominence. Ilow incon-
siderate of the feelings both of Saul and of
David! Thoughtlessness is often cruel.

8. Saul was greatly enraged when he saw the
demonstration in favor of David. Had he been
a greater man, he would have let it pass as a
bit of momentary enthusiasm, which would seon
expend itself. But the applause of the people
stirred up envy in the mind of Saul, and he
began to look upon David as a rival to the
throne. How he mutters to himself the refrain
of the women's seng, and says, “They have
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me
they have ascribed but thousands”! This would
proclaim David as the better warrior of the
two. And was he not? But envy is blind to all
objects, save other men's happiness., Saul, the
one who should have started the song of thanks-
giving, grows angry as he listens.

9, 10. Envy led to the imputation of false
motives, and Saul charges David with treason-
able desi upon the kingdom. The pure man
is by Envy adjudged impure. This is a com-
mon practice of narrow, envious men, as
Joseph’s brethren (Gen. 37. 8, 11), and the
people charging Jesus with having a devil
(John 7. 20). And, now, naturally envy begets
anger, the parent of murder, and Saul does not
hesitate at deeds of blood. He would kill the
man who did him so great a service,

Meanwhile David played before Saul from
day to day. The king was mad with his min-
strel, and yet who but David could allay Saul's
madness? In all the court there was no pres-
ence, no music so effective as David’s, and yet
Saul would slay him. True it is that “Jeal-
ousy is as cruel as the grave.” So men slew
our Lord, the only One who could deliver them
from the power and guilt of sin. David’s heart
must have been in good tune, or he could not
have rendered such pleasing music to the en-
vious king.

12. Saul was afraid of David. One would
have thought, rather, that David should have
been afraid of Baul, because the devil was so
strong in him. But the reason for Saul’s fear
is given. He was afraid of David “because the

[Aug. 16.

Lord was with him,” The issne, therefore, was
between God and Satan, and there could only
be one result, victory for the Lord. Thus it has
ever been, Herod feared John the Baptist, even
when dead, and superstitiously believed that
Jesus was his old accuser come to life (Matt.
14, 2).

13. Saul's envy and jealousy have so taken
possession of him that David's presence is more
hateful than his music is helpful. To have
David continue to play before him would be
an admission of need, and that was humiliating
to his pride. Ile therefore dispensed with com-
fort to gratify his sinful passions. So many a
man has dismissed the divine Physician rather
than part with his sin.

14-186. Notwithstanding the hatred and per-
secution of Saul, the prudent and prosperous
conduct of David secured for him the affection
of his countrymen. Another example of God's
word, “When a man’s ways please the Lord, he
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with
him” (Prov. 16, 7).

The question may be asked, Why was one
whose conduct had been as exemplary as David's
doomed to so much humiliation and suffering?
God knew that a long period of severe discipline
and salutary training would make David a better
and greater king. A great work requires corre-
sponding preparation. Hardship, opposition, pov-
erty, humiliation, are not always proofs of God's
displeasure, Properly used they develop those
qualities of mind and heart necessary to a man,
in order that he may prove himself a master
when he reaches a position of trust and power.
Many a young man of promising character has
been ruined through sudden elevation to su-
preme, unchallenged power. *“In the case of
David, God's purpose manifestly was to exer-
cise amd strengthen such qualities as trust in
God, prayerfulness, self-command, serenity of
temper, consideration of others, and the hope of
a happy issue out of all his troubles.”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Do not yield to envy; for, “Where envying
and strife is, there is confusion and every evil
work" (James 3. 16).

2. Watch well your tempers. Unholy feel-
ings readily open the door to evil spirits. They
are of the same family.

3. If you take one step downward, there is
still another. See Saul going down to envy,
jealousy, hatred, and—had not God interfered—
to murder,

4. No thing, no person is so much te he
dreaded as one's own ein, Saul feared and hated
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David, while he cherished and loved a greater
enemy in his own bosom. “His own iniquities
shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be
holden with the cords of his sins” (Proy. 5. 22),

5. David was loyal to King Saul, because he
trusted in God the King of kimgs., He believed
in the divine superintendency of affairs, and
had no reason, therefore, to fear as to the out-
come,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,

Then grew a wrinkle on fair Venus’ brow ;
The amber sweet of love is turned to gall,

No man can be great without being hated.
Beneficence has jtg bitterness. Christ was so
great and good they slew him. Those who will
live righteously shall suffer persecution, But
they are big enough to stand it. The slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune and more outra-
Eeous men ecannot penetrate the soul's inner
serenity,

David is an example of thig world-character-
istic. As soon as Saul saw that David behaved
himself wisely he behaved like a fool, There
was “glory enough to go all round,” but Saul
was not willing to take his lesser share, Jeal-
ousy grows by what it feeds upon, and “trifles
light as air are to the jealous confirmations
strong as proofs of Holy Writ.” Thig feeling
grew till Saul tried to kill David. Failing in
this, he stood in awe of him,

The true nobility of David’s character ap-
pears in this, that he still behaved himself wise-
Iy in all his ways (verse 14), and therefore the
Lord was with him,

Of course the Lord had to depart from Saul
(verse 12). He could not abide in such a jeal-
ous would-be murderer, The temple was not
fit for the indwelling of the Holy Ghost,

Baul's Jjealousy, resulting in removing David
from him (verse 13), became the occasion of
David’s greatness by getting experience in war,
and giving the people an opportunity to know
and love him (verse 16). All things work to-
gether for good to them who love the Lord. He
maketh the wrath of man to work his will,
Jealousy defeats its own ends, Displace it
by love and grace,

Aty
Thoughts for Young People,
BAD MEN'S THOUGHTS Amoyr GOOD MEN,
« The wicked are often jealous of a good
man’s popularity, Saul’s behavior to David re-
veals the progress of jealousy in four stages :

First, there is anger; secondly, there is envy ;
thirdly, there is MADNESS ; fourthly, there is
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MURDER, Jealowsy is a foolish, wicked, and
dangerous passion,

2. The wicked are often terrified by a good
man's security, Saul's fear led to the adop-
tion of the most desperate means to ruin David,
First, he resolves to dismiss David; secondly,
endeavors to provoke him ; and, thirdly, de-
termines to kill him,

3. The wicked are often defeated by a good
man's valor, In David's conduct in his encoun-
ter with the Philistineg there are three things
to be noted, First, he fulfills the king's stipu-
lation ; secondly, he thwarts the king's purpose ;
and, thirdly, he wins the king's daughter. God
can turn the impediments that are thrown in
the way of his children into aids to their prog-
ress. [Parker.)

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,

SURROUNDINGS,

Time. Soon after the time of the last lesson,
(10637)

Place,
dence,

Gibeah, the seat of the royal resi-

Junathan, Have several of the pupils read
what they have written concerning Jonathan's
love for David, and refer to the lesson for next
Sunday.

APPROACH,

Sam and Jim were firm friends, They were
also enthusiasts in baseball playing, All went
well with them unti] the boys of the neighbor-
hood began to declare that Jim, who was the
younger of the pair, played ball better than did
Sam, who was the captain of the team. Thig
made Sam very jealous of Jim, and his jeal-
ousy was increased when the boys began to talk
about ousting him and selecting Jim to be cap-
tain in his place. One day Jim's uncle pre-
sented him with an unusually fine baseball bat,
All the boys liked to strike with thig bat, and
as Jim was of an unselfish nature he allowed
them to use it. This increased his Popularity
and made Sam all the more bitter against him,
One day, while a group of boys were praising
Jim and his bat, Sam, becoming enraged and
losing his head, seized the bat and struck Jim
on the back of the head with it. Jim fell sense-
less to the ground. It was some time before he
recovered from the effects of the blow. Sam
suffered so much when he realized what he had
done that he was effectually cured of his jeal-
ousy,

Note: Some such approach as above will he

suitable in classes of boys. For girls the teacher
should have ready a different story, ‘
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UNFOLD} T.
There is no difficulty i Iysing our text so
that it may be remembered casily. The follow-
ing outline will be helpful :
HONORS
DISPLEASED AT
JEALOUS OF
AUL THREATENS DAVID
AFRAILD OF (]

1. Saul Honors David (verses b, 6). Picture
David going out on military expeditions
“whithersoever Saul sent him,” He was so suc-
«wessful that Saul made him commander in chief
«ver the army. Describe the favor that was ac-
«corded him, and picture the women coming out
40 meet the victorious army,

2. Saul Displeased at David (verses 6-8).
Explain the meaning of verse 7, and picture the
«ffect upon Saul of the antiphonal singing of
“the women,

8. Saul Jealous of David. Have some one
read aloud verse 9. Question upon it until the
pupils understand its meaning, and then picture
iSaul's jealousy of David. A vivid contrast may
‘be presented by referring to John the Baptist's
attitude toward the popularity of Jesus, (See
John 3. 30.)

4. Saul Threatens David (verses 10 and 11).
From a study of the NoTes be prepared to ex-
plain concisely the meaning of “evil spirit” and
“prophesied.” Picture David playing for Saul,
Saul's threatening gestures, and David’s escape,

5. Saul Afraid of David (verses 12-16).
Have some one read aloud verse 12, Explain
what verse 13 means, and picture David steadily
growing in favor with the people because the
Lord was with him. (See Luke 2. 52.) Have
the Golden Text repeated, and emphasize why
David was able to gain and to retain the favor
©f the people,

Finally, by means of short, clear-cut ques-
tions, draw out from the pupils the whole story
dn a condensed form.

LESSON,

Refer to the story used in the introduction.
Bpeak of the causes and the effects of jealousy.
Give to each member of the class a sheet of
paper upon which is written :

“Of all the passions, jealousy is that which
exacts the hardest service and pays the bitter-
est wages.”

Under this have each print :

BEWARE OF

THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER

JEALOUSY.

.

[Aug. 16.
STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to read that part of the eight-
eenth chapter of First Samuel which follows
our lesson, in order to be able to write concise-
ly in their Lives ‘“The Effects of Saul's Jeal-
ousy.”

Review word, “Jealousy.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 5. David “was accepted in the sight of
all the people.” That great general, “Chinese”
Gordon, told us what he considered the secret of
success in dealing with men. It shows us why
David succeeded and Saul failed. The general
says: “Do you want to be loved, respected, and
trusted? Then ignore the likes and dislikes of
men in regard to your actions; leave their love
for God’s, taking him only. You will find that
as you do so men will like you, But try to
please men and ignore God and you will fail
miserably.”

Verses 6-9. Saul's Jealousy. Here we see the
beginning of t'at jealous spirit which was to
make Saul a very fiend of cruelty, One morn-
ing a child discovered in one of the great dikes
of Holland a small hole through which the
water was trickling. He knew that the leak
which seemed harmless, if not stopped, meant
a raging flood of destruction. He thrust his arm
into the hole and kept it there till help came.
If Saul had only conquered this beginning of
evil which leads to death! If ever you are
wroth and sad because of another’s success and
praise be sure that you are harboring a ser-
pent’s egg. Ancient history tells us about a
Roman citizen named Mutius who had culti-
vated this spirit to such an extent that when-
ever he was very sad it would be said, “Either
some great evil has happened to Mutius, or some
great good to another.”

Verses 10, 11. David's Escape. To the eye
of sense there was absolutely nothing to prevent
the king from killing David, By faith David
knew that he was being kept within the curtains
of an unseen pavilion, and that he was hidden
beneath an invisible wing. As the air, itself in-
visible, fills the diving-bell and saves the in-
mates from the inrushing water; as a stream of
electricity poured over a heap of jewels pro-
tects them from the hand of the plunderer; as
the shining forth of Christ’s majesty flung his
captors to the ground, so did the presence of
God surround and protect David. David after-
ward wrote a poem about God's care for his
persecuted ones, e said:

Aug
“In

t
He sl

Ver
We
afraid
the r
Queen
Knox

Day
man g
done?"
“What
the ref
not kn
the tal
“What
up so?
cipline
become
and co
Parker,

Why ¢
for espe
to suffer
story of
haps, ex
reward
Promisec
was kind
regard ; ]
upon hin
constant]
him; he
seemed a
him to 1
was the f
teneth,”
youth, F
discipline,

select tim|
strain of s
sides who,
branches
David’s re
character,
poses. He
80 comfor
world, if
ences, thry
victorious,
his vision ¢
rejoice in f
soul in agd




 of
se
t of
vhy
ral
and
of
ove
hat
to
Fail

the

rn-
kes
the
ak
nt
rm

Aug. 16.]

“In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide
them,

He shall set them up upon a rock.”

Verses 12, 15, “Saul was afraid of David,”
We would expect to read that David was
afraid of Saul, The wrong-doer generally fears
the right-doer, and he has reason to do 80,
Queen Mary of Scotland said, “I fear John
Knox more than an army of strong men,”

David's Discipline, The question the tried
man generally asks himself s, “What have I
done?” It should be succeeded by another,
“What is God doing ?” Imagine the silver in
the refining fire asking, “What haye I done?”
not knowing that jt is being prepared to adorn
the table of a king, Imagine the field asking,
“What have I done that the plow should cut me
up 50?" There is g divine purpose in the dis-
cipline of life, David’s experiences fitted him to
become the great psalm-writer, the instructor,
and comforter of many generations.—Joseph
Parker,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Why did God permit one whom he had chosen
for especial honor, a man after his own heart,
to suffer as did David? There is no other Bible
story of a life so full of real heart S0rrow, per-
haps, excepting Job, There was little apparent
reward for the faith that conquered Goliath,
Promised honors were not given; Saul's hatred
was kindled by that which should have won his
regard ; David's self-forgetful services only drew
upon him persecution ; false accusations were
constantly made; his trusted servants betrayed
him; he was alone; his life was threatened ; it
seemed as if God had forgotten he had chosen
him to he king. But far from the seeming
was the fact. “Whom the Lord loveth he chas-
teneth.” Saul hag no such experience in his
Youth. He came to the throne untempered by
discipline, and he proved a failure, When men
select timber for ship masts that must stand the
strain of stormsg they cut the trees on mountain
sides whoge roots have struck deep and whose
branches have fiber that defies the hurricane,
David's reign would require stanch qualities of
character, Goq trained him for his own pur-
poses. He never coylq have written the psalms,

ences, through which faith grew strong and
victorious, Jn the darkness David rarely lost
his vision of God. He said, “I will be glad and
rejoice in thy mercies, for thou hast known my
our “Why?" in re-

soul in adversities,”

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 571

2

gard to God's way with us, in disappointmentu,
ml\'omiti(‘s, and sorrows, be changed to David’s
“Why" addressed to himself ; “Why art thou
cast down, O my soul? Hope thou in God, for
I shall yet praise him who s the health of my
countenance and my God,”

Do not pity yourself if You meet difficulties
in the way when you are trying to do right,
Hardships develop moral and spiritual muscle,
They help to fit us for places of honor in the
kingdom of God. Trees and flowers push their
way through the sod to bloom and fruitfulness,
Life is born through pain, The whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain, looking toward
and waiting for the manifestation of the sons
of God. Even Jesus, the perfect One, learned
obedience through the things which he suffered $
and in bringing many sons to glory our Father
leads us by the same path. “Thou, therefore,
endure hardness a8 a good soldier of Jesus
Christ,”

Turning from David, look at the man whos
seemed to be the cause of all his trials, Did God
make Saul wicked in order to use him for
David’s good? O no! Saul's own choice made
him the man he was. He chose to be inde-
pendent of God, He would not be controlled
by the Spirit who often visited him; he was
self-willed and selfish. God left him to himself,
and an evil spirit possessed him., But instead
of removing Saul, or taking David out of his
way, God turned the evil into blessing for
David because his heart was humble and true.
So he polishes his diamonds, The friction
against the people they must live with and the
circumstances they must endure make beautiful
saints,

“And so I whisper, ‘As God will,”
And in his blessed hand hold still.”

—

The Teachers’ Meeting.

A study of David: 1. His pleasing address ;
2. His pastime—music; 3, His patriotism ;
4. His prudence; 5, His piety. .. .Temptations
and troubles that drive some men from God and
others to God: 5 Melnncholy. Melancholy is
essentially the feeling of loneliness or of isola-
tion. The soul's fear, and shrinking, and chill
in the solitude of jts house. 2, The vanity of
existence. Saul had 8ot to be king, and the
kingship was not what he thought it was. This

* often leads to feebleness of purpose, to want of

principle, to bitterness, to cynicism. 3. The °
mystery of life. Saul never rightly underst.od
God’s plans, 4. The gloom and desolation of
doubts and unbeliefs, 5. Fierce and strong evik
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desires. ..."“An evil spirit from the Lord.” It
is unavoidable. Man must either have the spirit
of goodness or an evil spirit. If God is not re-
ceived by the human soul evil spirits enter,
“Man is like a house standing before two strong
winds. Everyone must decide to which side he
will open ; both doors cannot be shut. Open the
door that looks to the sea of eternity and the
sunshine of God, and the wind blowing through
this open door will keep the door of ruin shut.”

Blackboard,

From the moment 8aul found it more pleas-
ant to follow his own willful desires than to
obey the divine voice he began to recede from
the high and responsible position in which God
had set him. By his own act he had deprived
himself of the peculiar privileges that once were

LT el
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LESSON VIIL David and Jonathan,

[Aug: 23.

his, and the light of favor shone upon his suc-
cessor David, by comparison with whom he
seemed unworthy and despised. He could not
hope to alter the trend of events, divinely or-
dered as he knew them to be; but this fact only
inspired within his heart that Jjealousy which
was rapidly becoming the bitter passion of his
life. The attitude of David is noble and un-
selfish, and reflects even more discredit upon the
actions of his persecutor. Saul's career was
hastening to its decline, while that of David
was becoming brighter and more glorious.

Coloring.—Disks and rays, yellow ; names,
red; cloud, gray ; wording, blue and white.

Library References.

SAUL—Tuck, Revelation by Character, page
154. Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page
203. Bwald, History of Israel (Index). Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vols, ii, iii. Kent, His-
tory of the Hebrew People, vol. i, page 123.
Baring-Gould, Legends of the Patriarchs and
Prophets, page 325. Bruce, First Three Kings
of Israel. Tuck, First Three Kings of Isracl,
Lives of David and Bible dictionaries.

DANCING.—Williams, Where Natan Sows His
Seed, page 49. Morris, T, A., Miseellany, page
137. Tristram, Easter Customs, pages 207-210.
The Bible dictionaries,

SERMON ON THE LESSON.

155.

[Aug. 23,

GOLDEN TEXT. ‘There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother, Prov, 18, 24,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 1-11, 24-42, Read 1 Sam,
18; also 2 Sam 9.]

18am. 20.12-28. [ Commit to memory verses 14-17.)

12 And Jon'a-than said unto Da’vid, O Lorp
God of Is'ra-el, when I have sounded my father
about to-morrow any time, or the third day,
and, behold, if there be good toward Da'vid, and
I then send not unto thee, and show it thee :

The Logp do so and much more to Jon'a-
than: but if it please my father fo do thee evil,
then I will show it thee, and send thee away,
that thou mayest go in peace: aud the Lorp be
with thee, as he hath been with my father.

14 And thou shalt not only while yvet I live
show me the kindness of the Lorp, that I die
not :

15 But also_thou shalt not cut off thy kind-
ness from my house forever: mo, not when the *
Logp hath cut off the enemies of Da'vid every
one from the face of the earth,

Revisep VErsion,*

12 And Jonathan said unto David, Jehovah,
the God of Israel, be witness: when I have
sounded my father about this time to-morrow,
or the third day, behold, if there be good toward
David, shall I not then send unto thee, and dis-
close it unto thee? 13 Jehovah do so to Jona-
than, and more also, should it please my father
to do thee evil, if I disclose it not unto thee, and
send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace:
and Jehovah be with thee, as he hath been with
my father. 14 And thou shalt not only while
vet I live show me the loving-kindness of Jeho-
vah, that I die not: 15 but also thou shalt not
cut off thy kindness from my house forever : no,
not when Jehovah hath cut off the enemies of

.on. Revised Version, copyrighés 1901, by Thomas Nelson

Banks, L. A, David and His Friends, page
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16 So Jon'a-than made a covenant with the
house of Da'vid, saying, Let the Lorp even re-
quire it at the hand of Da’vid’s enemies,

17 And Jon'u-than caused Da'vid to swear
again, because he loved him: for he loved him
as he loved his own soul,

18 Then Jon'a-than said to Da'vid, To-mor-
I'ow is the new moon : and thou shalt he missed,
because thy seat will be empty,

19 And when thou hast stayed three days,
then thou shalt g0 down quickly, and come to
the place where thou didst hide thyself when the

husiness was in hand, and shalt remain by the
stone’ E'zel,

20 And I will shoot three arrows on the side
thereof, as though I shot at a mark,

21 And, behold, I will send a lad, saying, Go,
find out the arrows, If I expressly say unto the
lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee,
take them; then come thou: for there is peace
to thee, and no hurt; as the Lorp liveth,

22 But if 1 say thus unto the young man, Be-
hold, the arrows are beyond thee ; go thy way :
for the Lorp hath sent thee away,

23 And as touching the matter which thou
and I have spoken of, behold, the Lorp be be-
tween thee and me forever,
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David every one from the face of the earth,
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the houge
of David, saying, And Jehoval shall require it
at the hand of David's enemies,

17 And Jonathan caused David to swear
again, for the love that he had to him ; for he
loved him as he loved his own soul, 18 Then
Jonathan saiq unto him, To-morrow is the new
moon : and thou wilt be missed, because thy seat
will be empty, 19 And when thou hast stayed
three days, thou shalt go down quickly, and
come to the place where thou didst hide thyself
when the business was in hand, and shalt remain
by the stone of Egzel, 20 And I will shoot three
arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a
mark, 21 And, behold, 1 will send the lad, say-
ing, Go, find the arrows. If I say unto the lad,
Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee : take
them, and come; for there js peace to thee and
no hurt, as Jehovah liveth, 22 But if I say
thus unto the boy, Behold, the arrows are be-
yond thee; go thy way; for Jehovah hath sent
thee away, o And as touching the matter
which thou and 1 have spoken of, behold, Jeho-
vah is between thee and me forever,

Time.—B. C. 1062, according to Usher's
thronology. Plleo.—[‘rolmhly Gibeah, Saul's
residence in the tribe of Benjamin,

Home Readings,
. David's complaint, 1 Sam, 20, 1-11,
Tu. David and Jonathan, 1 Sam, 20, 12-23,
W. Saul's anger. 1 Sam, 20, 24-34,
Th. Friends in tears, 1 Sam, 20, 35-42,
I, The last meeting, 1 Sam, 23, 7-18,
8. The true friend. Prov. 18. 14-24,
8. Friends of Jesus. John 15, 817,

Lesson Hymans,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 217,

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear !
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer !
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carr:
Everything to God in prayer !

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 131

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love ;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 457,
Soul of mine, in earthly temple,
Why not here content abj o?
Why art thou forever pleading ?
Why art thou not satisfied ?

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. The Pledge of Love (v. 12-17). When did
the friendship of Jonathan and David begin?
What was it in David that Jonathan admired?
What in the relation of the two men makes this
friendship the more wonderful? Was Jonathan
warranted in turning from his father to David?
Did he not owe Saul his allegiance? What in-
dicated that Jonathan knew that David was to
be king? Where had David fled from Saul?
What power prevented Saul from killing him
there? What did David say to Jonathan about
“a step” that is always true of each of us?
What promise did Jonathan exact from David?

2. The Test of Hate (v. 18-23). What sign
of King Saul's feeling toward David had been
agreed upon? Is the charitable interpretation
of any act an evidence of kindly feeling? By
what sign was Jonathan to inform David of
Saul’s attitude toward him? Who was Abner?
Was Jonathan faithful to David in the sudden
emergency that came at the feast of the new
moon? What passed between David and Jona-
than when they met? Did they ever meet
again?  What lessons concerning hatred and
love may we learn from this story?
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1. Loving Counsel and Covenant (v. 12-17).
Where did David and Jonathan talk together?
What was David's fear? What promise did
Jonathan give? What did Jonathan think of
David’s future? What did David promise to
Jonathan? What is said of Jonathan's feelings
toward David?

2. A Sign of Warning Arranged (v. 18-28).
What feast was to be on the next day? What
was Jonathan to do for David? How soon was
the sign to be given? What was the sign agreed
upon? Was the plan carried out? What was
the result?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

What was Saul doing? Whom did David long
for? Did he go to him? What did Jonathan
try to do? What did the two make? What did
Jonathan advise David to do? At what great
stone were they to meet? Can you tell what
the arrows were to tell David? How did Saul
act at the feast? He was angry. What did
he do to Jonathan? Where did Jonathan send
his arrows? Beyond; meaning, “the Lord hath
sent thee away.” What did he then do? Sent

[Aug. 23.

away his armor-bearer. What did David and
Jonathan do? What then became of David?

A Review in Five Questions.

1. What is our GoLpEN Text? “There is,”
ete. 2. Why did Saul hate David? He was
afraid he would become king instead of Jona-
than. 3. What did Jonathan ask David to do?
To promise kindness to Jonathan and his-sons.
4. Did David promise? He promised in God's
presence. 5. Was he faithful to his promise?
He was faithful.

The Church Catechism.

88. What is entire sanctification ?
sanctification is the of fully
believers upon the exercise of faith in Christ as
Saviour from all sin, and consists in loving God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
our neighbor as ourselves,

1 Thessalonians 5. l23. Andlthe ver, 0(é‘-od of
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Entire

a

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Concerning Friends.

I. Teue FrIENDsHIP 1S ONE OF Gop's BEST
G1FTS TO MEN,
He loved him as he loved his own soul. v. 17.
The sweetness of a man's friend rejoiceth
the heart. Prov. 27. 9.
A friend loveth at all times. Prov. 17. 17.

IL. IN DAYS OF TRIAL FRIENDS ARE GREATLY
NEEDED.
If it please my father to do thee evil. v. 13.
Bear ye one another’s burdens. Gal. 6. 2.
To him that is afflicted pity should be
shown by his friend. Job 6. 14,

IIL. Ix DAYS oF TRIAL TRUE HUMAN FRIEND-
suIp Is BEST SHOWN,
I will send thee away in peace. v. 13,
A brother is born for adversity. Prov.
i i
There is a friend that sticketh closer than a
brother. Prov. 18, 24,

IV. “Tur Best FRIEND To HAVE 18 JESUS.”
I have called you not servants, but have
called you friends. John 15, 15,
I have loved thee with an everlasting love.
Jer, 31. 3.
V. PARTING IS THE Lot oF HUMANITY.
He arose and departed, and Jonathan went.
v. 42,
I go my way to him that sent me. John
16. 5.
The time of my departure is at hand.
2 Tim. 4. 6.
VL. Gov's Love Is A SymBor oF UNnioN Bg-
TWEEN PARTED FRIENDS,
The Lord be between thee and me forever.
v. 28,
The Lord watch between me and thee, when
we are absent one from another, Gen.
31. 49,
Again a little while and ye shall see me.
John 16. 16.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

In the preparation of this lesson chapters 19 and 20 of First Samuel should be carefully read, together with
the introductory verses to our last lesson, which tell of the beginning of Jonathan’s love for David. David
behaved discreetly, and his rise in honor and popularity was steady. With equal steadiness Saul's Jjealousy
inareased until it had developed into a hatred that could be satisfled only with David’s death. Saul had
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promised to give David his eldest daughter, Merab, for a wife, but sin
regarded as almost an heir to the crown, it is not strange that Saul’
peration he issued orders for David’s assassination,
frustrated by Jonathan's alertness, At another time Saul sent exe
another of Saul's daughters, who had now become David’s wife,
Then when David fled to Samuel’s home in Ramah Saul in person p
killing him only by divine interposition. From Ramah David re
with Jonathan, and their intercourse, described in verses 1-11
Nothing can be more so than the abruptness of verses 10 and 11

ce in oriental countries a son-in-law is
s jealousy prevented him from keeping
orders which were
cutioners to David’s house, but Michal,
, by a romantic adventure saved his life,
ursued him, and wag prevented from
turned near enough to the court to converse
of this chapter, is profoundly pathetic.
- Jonathan led the way into a field where

in seclusion they could walk together, and the conversation of our lesson begins,

—

Verses 12-17. Jonathan said unto David.
And yet his words are not addressed to David,
but to the Lord God [“Jehovah, the God”] of
Israel.  When I have sounded my father about
to-morrow any time [“about this time to-mor-
row"], or the third day [the day after to-mor-
row], if there be good toward David, and I then
send not unto thee, and show it thee [“shall I
not send unto thee, and disclose it unto thee?"]
the Lord [“Jehovah”] do so and much more to
Jonathan [“do so to Jonathan, and more also”] :
but if [“should”] it please my father to do thee
evil, then I will show it thee [“if T disclose it
not unto thee”], and send thee away, that thou
mayest go in peace: and the Lord [“Tehovah]
be with thee, as he hath been with my father,
The meaning of this passionate passage as given
in our ordinary bibles is not clear, and the
changes made by the Revised Version should
be carefully studied. In the first place (as
throughout) the proper name “Jehovak” is sub-
stituted for “O Lord” and “the Lorp” and the
phrase “the God of Israel” thus becomes one
of identification., As Egypt, Edom, Moab,
Amalek, and Philistia, each had national
gods, so Jehovah was the God of Israel,
and no vow could be so sacred to a Hebrew as
one made in his presence, Jonathan's appeal
is made more forcible in the Revision by the
insertion of the words “be witness.” Thus in
the hearing of Jehovah Jonathan proceeds with
his proposal. The word “sounded” or “searched”
means tested or experimented upon. The time
for the experiment on Saul is in our ordinary
Bibles vaguely described. By the Revision it
is limited to two days—*“‘to-morrow” and “the
third ;" but a striet rendering of the Hebrew
would substitute “morning” for “to-morrow,”
and thus make the time for Jonathan's test of
his father's feeling toward David the morning
of the next day but one to that of this con-
versation. Jonathan ends his first sentence by
a question of confiding friendship, as if he said,
“Would it be possible for me to be unfaith-
ful to you? Then follows a form of oath

familiar to Hebrews and often used by David.
In spite of Saul's attempts at David's life Jona-
than's confidence in the nobler qualities of his
father assure him that the present hostile mood
will soon pass away, as former moods had
passed. But if Saul's hatred proves to he per-
manent, and Jonathan fails to make this known,
and privately to send David away with his
blessing and his prayers, the curse of Jehovah
(with which verse 13 begins) is invoked upon
himself. It is a testimony to the prosperity
which had attended most of Saul's reign that
the highest blessing the loving prince can invoke
upon his friend is that he may enjoy as much
of Jehovah's favor as his own father had en-
joyed. The beauty of this voluntary vow is
enhanced when we consider that it is made by
one who knows that David’s “increase” means
his own “decrease,” and who deliberately plans
to carry out what he believes to be Jehovah's
will at his own personal cost, In verse 14 the
Revised Version substitutes ““the loving-kind-
ness of Jehovah” for the kindness of the Lord,
In return for Jonathan's great personal sacri-
fice he makes two modest requests—that his
own life shall be spared and his family pre-
served. The moral sense of the Orient has
never been greatly grieved by the infliction of
the penalty of death on those who by kinship
or heredity have any claims to the crown.
Brothers of the successive sultans of Turkey
are unusually fortunate if they escape impris-
onment or death; during the disturbances in
Morocco in the early part of this year the em-
peror was forced by a rebellious populace to
liberate his brether who had long been inured
in prison; and if Jonathan had lived to see
David enthroned, and David, in spite of early
friendship, had put him and his descendants to
death, horrible as such a crime would be in our
eyes, it would have been justified by many in
Israel. So we are to attach great importance
to the covenant which Jonathan now made, not
merely with David, but with the house of David,
by which David bound himself to spare the lives
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of Jonathan and his descendants, and by an oath ~ Behold, the arrows are beyond thee, David
Jehovah was invoked to bring vengeance upon might know that the worst he feared had hap-
David in case his promise was broken. The pened. But not the worst, either, for Jonathan
repetition of the covenant (verse 17) came not  hastens to remind him that it would be the
from any doubt on the part of Jonathan that  Lord [“Jehovah"] sending him away. The last
David would keep his promise, but from the verse in its reiteration of the covenant is par
fondling love which takes delight in hearing the  ticularly pathetic,
beloved one repeat a promise, 24-42. The lesson cannot well be taught
18-23. The feast of the new moon, as we  without pursuing the story to its climax, We
learn from various passages in the prophets, are shown the king on his throne at the feast
had a distinctly sacred character, and was high-  of the new moon, Abner the general by his
ly regarded by Hebrews. Jonathan advises side, and Jonathan before him, but David's
David to absent himself from the court on that place vacant. As Jonathan had guessed, Saui
festal occasion, feeling sure that his absence  said nothing about this on the first day of the
would be noted by the king. Toward the close  feast, but when on the next day, “the third day”
of the third day David was to hasten to the of our lesson, he asked where David was, and
stone Ezel, a landmark which cannot now be  Jonathan gave the excuse agreed upon, Saul
identified. There Jonathan also would go, with burst forth into violence and even threatencd
a boy attendant. IIe promised to shoot three Jonathan's life, Jonathan in indignation arose
arrows, as if for practice, on one side of the from the banquet and hastened to David. How
stone, or rock, and to direct the boy in words they parted should be told in the words of
spoken loud enough for David to overhear. If  Scripture, 1. Exa
he should say, Behold, the arrows are on this Our lesson suggests helpful thoughts on the tegrity a
side of thee, David might feel free openly to  characteristics of true friendship, on the im- doubt as
join Jonathan, walking out from behind the portance of the choice of friends, and on the heart (ve
rock as a friend who accidentally had discov-  friendship of the Lord Jesus Christ for each of 2. Lear
ered his presence. Those words would be a sign  us—a friendship of which Jonathan’s for David though it
of Saul's kindliness. But if he should say, may be taken for a symbol. vielded lo
p.ace, as i
HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES. of that s
12, 13. How kind and generous is the response  one lives, Jesus is our perfect example of tory equal
of Jonathan to his friend David. Here is the one  utter self-surrender in loving service. 3. Cons
who has been selected to take his place as suc- What faith in God Jonathan must have had, :
cessor to Saul; who has already won the love to so sweetly submit to his will! And how safety; in
of the people. Jealousy would have branded strong an expectation of divine compensation! ance. Are
him as a rival, but love cherishes him as a Because of their love for each other another ward thosg
friend. His only thought is to minister to covenant must be made. Jonathan and Davil courtly ar
David’s comfort. And to encourage the con- were as one; they had but one interest, and garding J
fidence of his friend in himself Jonathan makes lived but for one object, namely, carrying out crease” (J
a solemn covenant to reveal the actual truth iod's will. The usual form of oath had been 4" Enga,
respecting his father’s feeling and intention. 8o  observed, God had been called upon as witness, cultivate
the apostle tells us that God, to help our faith, and imprecation invoked in case of failure "‘: admitte
pledged his word, and then affirmed it by an (verse 16). Now another covenant must le will be an
oath (Heb. 6. 17, 18). made in the holy name of Love. He called in ment, of in
14, 15. How magnanimously Jonathan love, which “is stronger than death,” to adl
handed over, as it were, his scepter to David. intensity to their covenant. God tells men of Pri
Nothing, humanly speaking, could have been  his love—great, changeless, eternal. 3
more precious to him than his right of succes- Love is the spring of all self-sacrifice ; and the “The onl,
sion to the throne, and the prospect of power love of Jonathan was his master passion, “pass- ,I" the b
and distinetion involved therein. And there is  ing the love of women:" pure, steady, ever re- friend. W]
nothing in all human history more beautiful joicing in whatever would contribute to Davils young Tim
than the readiness and heartiness with which  welfare. Such a love is the source of all true hated of 8
he laid all aside, and found joy and satisfaction  Christian service, friend. T
in the coming supremacy of David. In this is 19-22. Jonathan seleets a spot where he and :::Ip than ]
the essence of our Christian life—surrender of David might communicate with each other, and ’m:'ouxh th
all for Christ ; every power, prospect, hope, and  suggests a language which would convey 4 7 8¢ &

wish to the holy purposes for which the anointed meaning to them although unintelligible to H(”I"Ze';ldwz
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others, IHappy the man who has found where
to meet, and how to talk with his God (Psa,
25, 14),

23. There is no trace of that servility, in
Jonathan, with which mean natures worship
the rising sun, He is manly and generous, while
meek and humble, We see in him such a com-
bination of the noble and submissive as wag
shown afterward, in highest form, in the one
perfect example, the Lord Jesus Christ. The
recognition of God's pbresence, and interest in
the matter between him and his friend, shows
Jonathan's appreciation of God’s providence,
It lent a dignity and sacredness to the compact
that would tend materially to its better ol-
servance,  Well for the friendships and cove-
vants that can invoke and endure the presence
and crave the assistance of God!

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Examine yourself, and he sure of your in-
tegrity and generous intentions. If you have
doubt as to them, call upon God to search the
heart (verse 12),

2. Learn submission to God's will, even
though it be adverse to your own., Jonathan
vielded loyally to God's selection of David in his
place, as successor to Saul, But in the manner
of that submission he achieved a name in his-
tory equal to that of any king in Isracl.,

3. Consider Jonathan's treatment of David,
striving to quiet his fear and assure him of
safety; in any event, pledging his own assist-
ance. Are we ready to so comport ourselves to-
ward those who are preferred before us? How
courtly are the words of John the Baptist re-
garding Jesus, “Ie must increase, but I de-
crease” (John 3, 30) !

4. Engage in no business, enjoy no pleasure,
cultivate no friendship into which God cannot
be admitted as a pbartner. In any such there
will be an element of weakness, of disappoint-
ment, of insincerity, that will bring failure.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,

“The only way to have a friend is to be one,”

In the bitterest assaults of foes God sends a
friend. When Paul is stoned at Lystra he gets
young Timothy, the beloved. When David is
hated of Saul he gets his son Jonathan for a
friend. There is no loftier example of friend-
ship than this one, Some things are not evolved

through the ages from smallest beginnings,
They are as great in early ages as ever after,
How did David win Jonathan ?

They were kindred souls that could not help

G
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but mingle, They had (1) mutual  worth ;
(2) both were heroic, and (3) both were filled
with the spirit of self-sacrifice, Unlike Saul,
Jonathan could see David praised and loved
and be glad of it; the more the better. The
true wife likes other women to love her husband,

Jonathan loved David as his own soul, and
David commemorated Jonathan’s death in an
ode that is worthy of the immortality it has in
literature (2 Sam, 1. 19-2T).  Their souls were
set to the same key, and the blended notes made
music in the world that can never die,

The lesson affords an admirable opportunity
to show the value of friends and of what kind
they should be, Jonathan is less known than
David, since his life was less eminent ; hut ask
the pupils the Sunday before to find out and
report to the class the great traits of this true
hero’s life. Give them Seripture references to
help them, Fail not to show

“There’s a Friend above all others,
O, how he loves.”

He sticketh closer than a brother,

He will
forever,

He is the measureloss lover,

Thoughts for Young People.
COMFORT IN FAREWELLS,

1. There are partings in every life; the ties
of yesterday are loosened to-day, and will be
broken to-morrow. We are closely bound to
each other by the strong bonds of circumstances
one moment, and the next we are severed, and
each goes on his way to strive or to suffer, to
conquer or to fall—alone. The hour of parting
came to David and Jonathan, and naught re-
mained but this, “Jonathan said to David, Go
in peace.” God's companionship is our one
unfailing consolation,

2. One thought took away some of the bit-
terness of the parting of Jonathan and David
and allowed them to g0 each on his way with a
firm step and a strong heart. Theirs had been
no light and trifling friendship, sprung up in a
day to be dissolved in an hour, but a serious,
steadfast love, rooted in a common faith, and
held together by a common object animating
their lives; and therefore the one could say to
the other, “Go in peace, forasmuch as we have
sworn both of us in the name of the Lord.”” One
might go back to the haunted house, where Saul
would curse and rave, and the other might
wander abroad in the wilderness; but, come
what might, both were prepared for good or evil
fortune. Both had sworn to put their trust
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in the living God. Confidence in the faithful-
ness of God strengthens the faith of men in
each other. [Jessop.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
SURROUNDINGS.

Time. About a year after the time of the last
lesson (date uncertain).

Place. Gibeah, four miles north of Jerusalem.
(See last lesson.)

Duplicate Accounts. Intermediates do not
trouble themselves about critical questions.
While the teacher should satisfy himself by
means of careful study, he should not introduce
these questions into the class.

APPROACH.

The story of the two Syracusans, Damon and

Pythias, who are the classic examples of fidelity

to each other, is well known and may be used

as an approach to the lesson. Better still would

be the narrative of the story of the unselfish
love of two persons known to the teacher.

UNFOLDED TEXT.

As an introduction to the study of the lesson
text, have several read what they have written
on “The Effects of Saul's Jealousy.” Em-
phasize the fact that one effect was to increase
the love of Jonathan for David. Give a sum-
mary of chapter 20. 1-10, dwelling principally
on the love of Jonathan for David. The lesson
text and the verses which follow may be sum-
marized as follows:

ONATHAN
VI,

1. Jonathan’s Promise to David (verses 12,
13). Explain that David was desirous of as-
certaining whether he might return to Saul's
court without personal danger, and that Jona-
than promises to let David know his father’s
intentions concerning him,

2. Jonathan’s Covenant with David (verses
14-17). Explain what a covenant is (verse
16), and describe the one which Jonathan makes
with David. (Compare verses 17 and 42.

3. Jonathan’s Signal for David (verses 18-

PROMISE TO
COVENANT WITH
SIGNAL FOR
PARTING WITH

[Aug. 23.

23). Briefly describe the signal agreed on be-
tween Jonathan and David; picture the anger
of Saul at Jonathan because of the latter's love
for David (verses 25-33), and the attempt of
the former to kill his son. Then picture Jona-
than giving the signal as agreed upon (verses
35-40).

4. Jonathan’s Parting with David (verses
41-42), Picture the meeting of David and Jon-
athan, their affectionate greeting, the weeping
that followed, and Jonathan's farewell words.

As the story is a long one, much time cannot
be spent on any one part of it. After it has
been told the pupils should be questioned so
that the teacher may ascertain whether they
have the chief facts in mind.

LESSON,

Recall the story used in the approach. By
questioning draw out the fact that the main
thought of the narrative is friendship. Show
how much depends on the selection of the right
kind of friends. Gay says, “On the choice of
friends, our good or evil name depends.”

Urge the pupils to be very careful in their
selection of friends. Have the Golden Text
repeated. Ask: What friend may we have
that will stick closer than a brother? When
the answer is given, much will depend on the
teacher's experimental knowledge of Jesus as
to the way in which he will press the pupils
to accept Jesus as a friend. Give to each mem-
ber of the class a sheet of paper on which is
written the following :

“What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer.”

Underneath this have all print the following,
and ask all to copy in their Lives what is
written and what they print:

I WILL TAKE JESUS AS

MY FRIEND

UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to read at home the twenty-
fourth chapter of First Samuel, and then to
write in their Lives a short account of Davids
treatment of Saul in the cave of Engedi.

Review word, “Friend.”
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By Way of Illustration,

David and Jonathan, In heaven’s vault there
are what are known as binary stars, each prob-
ably a sun with jtg attendant train of worlds,
revolving around a common center, but blend-
ing their rays so that they reach the watcher's
eye as one clear beam of light, So do twin souls
find the center of their orbit in each other, and
nothing is nobler than such a love, Such love
was celebrated in ancient classic story, and has
made the names of Damon and Pythias pro-
verbial. It has enriched the literature of mod-
ern days in the loye of a Hallam and a Tenny-
son. But nowhere js it more fragrant than on
the pages that tell of the love of Jonathan and
David—F, B, Meyer,

We cannot know how much this friendship
meant to David in keeping him hopeful and Jjoy-
ous and forgiving when he was persecuted,
Dante tells us that when he met his friend
Beatrice on the street and she gave him her
gracious greeting he felt that he had not an
enemy in all the world, and if the ones who
wronged him had then appeared he would have
said to them, “Forgiven,"” because there was
all at once thrown about him an atmosphere of
love. The effect of his love for Beatrice was to
sweeten all his life,

Jonathan's friendship was also an incentive
to best endeavor, Emerson says, “A friend is
one who makes us do what we can.”  Some one
asked Charles Kingsley what was the secret of
his strong, Jjoyous life and he answered, “I had
a friend,”

The lad and the arrows. This incident re-
minds me of the unconscious ministries of life,
The little 1ad supposed that he was simply find-
ing Jonathan's arrows. As a matter of fact we
know very little about the mystery of life, In
running an errand we may be carrying a gospel,
In sitting in a sick chamber we may he con-
necting that room of dreariness and solitude
with the Very precincts of heaven itself. God
sends us on errands which look trivial ; we sup-
pose that we are almost wasting our time, Let
us be instructed by this incident, No man can
really tell the issue of hig simplest transactions,
We are set for signs and tokens to other people.,
A poor old woman who walked a mile to church
through all kinds of weather did not know that
her fidelity would bring serious thought and bet-
ter living to g godless lawyer whose office she
passed in going to church. But go jt was.—
Joseph Parker,

Golden Tegt,

The Friendship of Christ, 1If

a friend is the one who summong yg to our best,
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then is not Jesus Christ our bewe friend, and
should we not think of the communion as one of

one. The Master appeals from what we have
been to what we may be. He bids us come not
because he sees that we are better than we
have been, but because he wants us to be, To
stay away because oup hearts are cold is to re-
fuse to go to the fire till we are warm,—[Dy,
Maltbie D, Babceock,

Hem‘l'alhoutbcl.mon.

The history of David and Jonathan is a
classic in the annals of friendship, It js 80
“lovely, bure, and of good report” we turn to it
with relief from the record of war, hatred, and
jealousy, Its charm is jts unselfishness, Jona-
than admired the man who could do what he
could not himself accomplish. It js refreshing
to meet one who with hearty appreciation is
glad for the success of another, and speaks of
it sincerely without a depreciating “but,” Jon-
athan had had as much reason to be jealous of
David as had Saul. The king's son might nat-
urally resent honors shown to one outside the
royal household. But he seems never to have
thought of himself. He was very unlike his
father, unhappy, resentful, jealous, miserable,
Saul had no friends ; his own was not a friend-
Iy heart.

The friendship between Jonathan and David
had a true basis, They were both loyal to God.
The spiritual is the only enduring tie, In
David's time of perplexity and sorrow Jonathan
went to him in the wilderness and “strengthened
his hand in God.” This is the sort of friend to
be sought for, to give one’s heart to, to trust
in, to keep as a sacred gift from the Giver of all
good. A friendship which strengthens us in
God is a friendship for the eternal ages. Death
will not break such a bond.

Solomon says: “A friend loveth at all times,
and is a brother born for adversity, Faithful
are the wounds of g friend, Ointment and per-
fume rejoice the heart, so doth the sweetness
of a man’s friend by hearty coungel,

Our friendships have great influence upon our
character. A friend in school or in college may
turn the current of your life for good or evil,
Neither your studies nor your teachers will in-
fluence you so much as your associates, If that
one with whom you are most intimate inspires
you to be good and true, call that one indeed a
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friend, But if his or her influence draws you Library References.
toward nn,\"lhmg ‘.‘f which your judgment or JoNaTHAN.—HIll, Companion Characters.
your SURRCISRON disapproves, ‘fm"“l -‘""'rj“""— Tuck, Revelation of Character, page 165, Blake, G(
that one is not to be called a friend. But if you o, Children, page 150. Guthrie, Studies of
have one who does you {wud, \\'lllum :\'ou Can  Character, page 320. Stanley, Scripture Por-
trust, be careful of 50 ])l't'(.'luuh' u gift. ‘.\.wlns- traits, page 43. Geikie, Landmarks of the Old [Study a
perer separateth chief friends.,” Open, sincere Testament, page 51.
confidence is the necessary condition of friend-
ship. A friend is one who trusts you, believes Frienvsuie, — Black, Hugh, Friendship. 1 Sam. 26
in you, will not hear a word against you, stays Trumbull, H. C., Friendship the Master Pas-
by you through all vicissitudes, loves you in  #ion. Sedgwick, Method of Ethics, page 220. 8 And
spite of your faults, will do anything for you, Blair, H., Sermons, page 466, Smyth, Chris- where Sa
will comfort you, weep with you, rejoice with  tian Ethics, page 438, and other works on place whel
4 . " i ; i Ethics, the capta
you, understand you without any explanation. g trench, an
Was there ever such a friend? Yes, many a As far as we can find there are no published e
one even among the frail children of men! But  germons on the lesson. e (;I 1;}‘11911]
One there is above all others who fulfills these Ll;r St lgh
conditions perfectly. If all others fail he never down
does. He “sticketh closer than a brother.” A-bish’a-i
Choose him first, Keep faith with him in 78
fidelity, sincerity, trust. Intimacy with Jesus 0 De
y, sincerity, ) by night :
never betrays us. IHe keeps our secrets, He the trench,
guards our interests, “Greater love hath no his bolster’
man than this, that a man lay down his life for about him,
his friends.” “I have called you friends, for all 8 Then
things that I have heard of my Father I have delivered t]
made known unto you.” In the rocks and :‘::; t"':s"s"‘
caves of France three hundred years ago the will not ,,,{
persecuted Huguenots used to sing: 9 And D
“T tell him all my sorrows, not : for wl
I tell him all my joys, the Lorn's
I tell him all that pleases me, 10 Da'vi
I tell him what annoys. eth, the Lo
He tells me what T ought to do, FRIEHD "";‘}eh“’ die
He tells me what to try, Perin,
Anhd';oI::d ‘:ll:; Itf)fether, “A brother is born for adversity,” the prove " mxln}a g?:;db,
reads; and adversity frequently discovers to pray thee,
o our real friends and brothers. The ill will of his bolster,
The Teachers’ Meeting. $aul had intensified against his rival to such a 12 So Da
A study of true friendship: 1. It is a mutual  degree that the precincts of the court became water from
affection between persons of congenial minds, unsafe, and to David there seemed but a step away, and 1
J A awaked: fo
Profit, pleasure, and virtue engender friendship, ~ between him and death. At this time of sus- deep sleep f)
but virtue only makes friendship to continue, pense and anxious fear he found a faithful and
2. True friendship exists only in noble souls, for  helpful counselor in Jonathan, whose relation BOEID?I;% f
“the entire strength of friendship exists in en- te the king and knowledge of his affairs, as well becawse my
tire agreement in inclinations, pursuits, and 88 his strong affection, made his friendship day : behold
sentiments.” 3. Friendship is founded on mu- valuable. In a later day there lived One who erred exceed
came to be the friend of all. He lived a life the 22 And D

tual esteem. True friendship consists of dis-
interested affectiom; true friendship unites in a
steadfast bond. “A friend loveth at all times.”

most unselfish the world has ever known, and in
his death he made full proof of his love. He
can be infinifely more to us than David was to

king’s spear
over and fet

23 The I

....1. Seek friends only among the wise and
good. 2. Strive to be as worthy of the friend-
ship of the good as David was of the friendship
of Jonathan. 3. Be as sincere and faithful to
your friends as Jonathan was to David. 4. Value
the friendship of Christ beyond all others,

Jonathan, for he is the beloved Son of God. eousness ang

Shall we not enter into a true and lasting cove- livered thee

nant with him who first called us “friends”? :3511'.'::1'““ f
Coloring.—Names, red and white ; stone, light

brown ; phrases, blue with white and yellow. "“";4 d':;dlnh
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GOLDEN TEXT.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 1-4, 13 20,
chapters 21-25.]

1 Sam. 26, 5-12, 21-25,
verse 21

Read 1 Sam,

[ Commit to memory

5 And Da'vid arose, and came to the place
where Saul had pitched: and Da'vid beheld the
place where Saul lay, and Ab'ner the son of Ner,
the captain of his host: and Saul lay in the
trench, and the people pitched round about him,

6 Then answered Da’vid and said to A-him'e-
lech the Hit'tite, and to A-bish’a-i the son of
Zer-u-i"ah, brother to Jo'ab, saying, Wlm_ will go
down with me to Saul to the camp? And
A-bish’a-i said, I will go down with thee.

7 So Da'vid and A-bish’a-i came to the people
by night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within
the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at
his bolster: but Ab'ner and the people lay round
about him,

8 Then said A-bish'a-i to David, God hath
delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day :
now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee,
with the spear even to the earth at once, and I
will not smite him the second time,

9 And Da'vid said to A-bish'a-i, Destroy him
not: for who can stretch forth his hand against
the Lorp’s anointed, and be guiltless?

10 Da'vid said furthermore, As the Lorp liy-
eth, the Lorp shall smite him’; or his day shall
con}ehm die; or he shall descend into battle, and
perish,

11 The Lorp forbid that I should stretch forth
mine hand against the Lorp's anointed : but, T
pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at
his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go.

12 8o Da'vid took the spear and the cruse of
water from Saul's bolster; and they gat them
away, and no man saw if, nor knew it, neither
awaked: for they were all asleep; because a
deep sleep from the Lorp was fallen upon them.

21 Then said Saul, T have sinned : return, my
son Da'vid: for I will no more do thee harm,
becawse my soul was precious in thine eyes this

day: behold, I have played the fool, and have
erred exceedingly,

22 And Da'vid answered and said, Behold the

king’s spear ! and let one of the young men come
over and fetch it,

24 And, behold, as thy life ch set b
this day in mine even 3, ife Y life be ok
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LESSON IX. David Spares Saul,
Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,
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Luke 6, 27,
RevisED VEnsion.*
5 And David arose, and came to the place where
Saul hndencnmped; and David beheld the place
where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the
captain of his host: and Saul lay within the
place of the wagons, and the people were en-
camped round about him,
6 Then answered Daviq and said to Ahime-
lech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, Who will go
down with me to Saul to the camp? And
Abishai said, I will 80 down with thee. 7 So
David and Abishaj came to the people by night :
and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the place
of the Wagons, with his spear stuck in the
ground at his head; and Abner and the people
lay round about him. 8 Then said Abishai
to David, God hath delivered up thine enemy
into thy hand this day: now therefore let me
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear to the
earth at one stroke, and I will not smite him
the second time, 9 And David said to Abiskai,
Destroy him not; for who can put forth his
hand against Jehovah's anointed, and be guilt-
less? 10 And David said, As Jehovah liveth,
Jehovah shall smite him; or his day shall come
to die; or he shall go down into battle, and
perish. 11 Jehovah forbid that I should put
forth my hand against Jehovah's anointed : but
now take, I pray thee, the spear that is at his
head, and the cruse of water, and let us go,
12 So David teok the spear and the cruse of
water from Saul's head; and they gat them
away: and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither
did any awake ; for they were all asleep, because
:h deep sleep from Jehovah was fallen upon
em,

21 Then said Saul, T have sinned : return, my
son David; for I will no more do thee harm,
because my life was precious in thine eyes thig
day: behold, T have played the fool, and have
erred exceedingly, 22 And David answered and
said, Behold the spear, O king! let then one of
the young men come over and fetch it. 23 And
Jehovah will render to every man his righteous-
ness and his faithfulness; forasmuch as Jeho-
vah delivered thee into my hand to-day, and 1
would not put forth my hand against Jehovah's
anointed. 24 And, behold, as thy life was much
set by this day in mine eyes, 80 let my life be
much set by in the eyes of Jehovah, and let

% The Revised Verslon, copyright 1901, by Theoaas Nelson
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set by in the eyes of the Logrp, and let him de-
liver me out of all tribulation.

25 Then Saul said to Da’vid, Blessed be thou,
my son Da'vid: thou shalt both do great things,
and also shalt still prevail. So Da’vid went on
his way, and Saul returned to his place.

Time.—Doubtful; about 1060 B. C., ac-
cording to Usher’s chronology. Place.—The
hill of Hachilah, in the wilderness of Ziph,

Home Readings.
M. David Spares Saul, 1 Sam, 26, 5-12.
Tu. David's appeal, 1 Sam, 26, 13-20.
W. David Spares Saul, 1 Sam. 26. 21-25.
‘T'h. Another instance, 1 Sam. 24, 1-15.
F. Good for evil, 2 Kings 6. 15-23.
8. Love to enemies, Matt. 5. 3848,
8. Overcoming by love, Rom. 12, 9-21.

Lesson Hymans,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 351.
When times of temptation bring sadness and gloom,
I will tell it to Jesus, my Lord ;
The last of earth’s treasures borne out to the tomb,
I will tell it to Jesus, my Lord.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 352,
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea ;
There’s a kindness in his justice,
Which is more than liberty.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 402,
I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me he hath made known,
Nor why—unworthy of such love—
Redeemed me for his own.

Questions for Senior Schol

1. David’s Magnanimity (v. 5-12). Where
had David been hiding? Where did he find
Saul? What explains Saul’s being surrounded
by his men? Who was with David? What did
the upright spear signify? Did this not seem
like a providential opportunity? Why did God
give David such an opportunity? What is our
‘Golden Text? What advice did Abishai give?
How did David act? Is personal revenge ever
Jjustifiable? What does Jehovah say? Deut,
32, 35. What does Solomon say? Prov. 25,
21, 22, What does the Lord Jesus say? Matt,
5. 44, 45; 6. 14, 15. What does Paul say?
Rom. 12. 17,

2. Saul's Blessing (v. 21-25). After David
took the water jar and spear where did he go?
To whom did he call? Who was Abner? Ilow
was Saul affected by the revelation of David's
loyalty? What confession does he make to
David? What does David declare to Saul?
What does he ask of Suul? Repeat the words
of Saul's blessing. How does David’s conduct

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Aug. 30.

him deliver me out of all tribulation. 25 Then
Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son
David: thou shalt both do mightily, and shalt
surely prevail. So David went his way, and
Saul returned to his place.

show that even now, though an outlaw, he was
not disloyal? What two principles seem to
have controlled him? Should the same prin-
ciple even now restrain men from doing vio-
lence to civil rulers? What principle had
David exemplified? Rom. 12, 21. Why did not
David return to court with Saul?

Ouesti for Int Ai

b

1. An Opportunity for Revenge (v. 5-8).
What was Saul trying to do? Who were with
him? How were they arranged for the night?
Who was with David? What did they venture
to do? What did one of them propose to do?

2. Saul Spared by David (v. 9-12), What
answer did David make to Abishai? What
reason did he give? What did they take away?
What made Saul and his men sleep so soundly?

3. An Enemy Conquered by Kindness (v.
21-25). What was done after they left the
camp? What answer did Saul make? How
did Saul's conduct appear to himself? What
appeal did David make? What did Saul say
of David's future?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Where did David go to live? Why? Be-
cause Saul wished to kill him. What cave did
be live in? Who came to him there? How
many came finally? Sie hundred. Who came
into David's cave one day? What did David
do to him? What did he do after Saul awoke?
How did Saul feel? Did Saul follow Davil
again? How many men were with him? What
did David do at night? Who was with him?
Abishai. What did David do on the hilltop?
What did Saul answer? What good thing did
he say? Did he still try to follow David? Ao.

Sehal

A Review in Five Questions,
1. Why did not David return to the king's

court? Naul sought to kill David. 2. What
did David suddenly discover? King Saul,
asleep and defenseless, 3. Why did he not kill
the man who was trying to kill him? Becaus
he was faithful to the words of our Golde
Teat: “Love your,” ete. 4. Why did he take
Saul's spear and water jar? He wanted to
prove that he could have killed Saul if he had
wished to. 8. When Saul was wakened what
did he do? He blessed David,

Aug, 3
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Th: Church Catechism,

8%, How is the law of love to God and man set
forth in the Scriptures? The law of love to God

th

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 583

and man is set forth in the Scriptures in the Ten
Commandments given to Moses, in their exposition
in the life and teaching of our Lord, and especially
in his Sermon on the Mount.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Proper Behavior Toward Enemies,

I. Do Nor FeAar TuEM.
David beheld where Saul lay. v. 5.
Mine own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted, hath lifted up his heel against
me. Dsa, 41. 9. o
Now shall mine head be lifted up above
mine enemies. DPsa. 27, 6.
IL. Avorp RETALIATION,
The Lord forbid that I should stretch forth
mine hand. v, 11,
Vengeance is mine; T will repay, saith the
Lord. Rom. 12. 19
If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he
thirst, give him drink; for in so doing
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
Rom. 12. 20,

IIL. MAINTAIN Your Oww RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND SELF-RESPECT.
The Lord render to every man his righteous-
ness and his faithfulness, v, 23,
Till T die I will not remove mine integrity
from me. Job 27. 5.
By the word of thy lips I have kept me
from the paths of the destroyer. Psa,
17, 4.
IV. TRUST IN THE Lorp, AND Do Goon,
Let my life be much set by in the eyes of
the Lord, and let him deliver me.
v. 24,
I would seek unto God, and to God would .
I commit my cause. Job 5. 8.
It is better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence in princes. Psa. 118, 9.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Historic events are crowded thickly between our last lesson and this. On parting from Jonathan David
fled to Nob, where Ahimelech, the high priest, maintained ritual services. To him David gave a fictitious
reason for his demand that the showbread (which legally could be eaten only by priests) should be given to
his men as rations. For an Interesting use of this incident see Matt. 12. 8. The showbread and Goliath’s
sword were surrendered to David, and a few months later Saul (who regarded David as a rebel) wreaked an
awful vengeance by murdering Ahimelech and his family. David’s life was now in imminent danger. In
desperation he fled from one enemy to another, taking refuge with the king of Gath, but fearing treachery
he feigned madness and was sent away. Then he established himself in the cave of Adullam, in the bor-
derland between Philistia and J udah, and became the chief of arapidly increasing band of adventurers, Inag
disor y he and his men stood for law and order, and thus won the friendship of the
elders of most of the towns with which the wilderness was dotted. From place to place David was pursued
by Saul, and for years he led the hazardous life of an outlaw. His wife Michal was given to another, and
David in k!s exile married Abigail of Carmel and Ahinoam of Jezreel. When David in his flight came near
to the little town of Ziph its people secretly informed Saul of his whereabouts—in the hill of Hachilah, near
to the Dead Sea, an eminence which overlooks miles of desert. With a body of three thousand men Saul
hastened to Ziph, and, following the Ziphites’ direction, encamped “in the hill of Hachilah,” near to which
David was hiding, By means of spies David kept himself informed concerning Saul’s approach, and when
he ascertained that the king had * come in very deed,” instead of fleeing from him he marched directly to

Saul’s encampment, and made a personal and most daring i

which furnish our lesson.

Verse 5. David . . . came to the place
where Saul had pitched [“encamped”]; and
David beheld the place where Saul lay. He
approached so close to the encampment that his
sharp eyes distinguished Saul’s sleeping place
from that of other officers. It may have been
moonlight, or his investigation may have been
guided by the arrangement of lanterns within
the camp. Abner the son of Ner, the captain
of his host, was the uncle of Saul; a man of
force of character, as is abundantly shown by

, the incid and of

—

his career. His conduct on this occasion seems
negligent, but the rules of warfare were not
nearly so definite in those days as now, and
the great relative strength of Saul's army (he
had five men to one of David’s) may have
tempted its leaders to relax precautions. Be-
sides David had thus far shown no disposition
to face Saul's army, but, like General DeWet
in a later age, had shown his military capacity
by ‘“masterly retreats.” Sawl lay in the
trench [*“within the place of the wagons "),
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and the people pitched [“were d"”]
round about him. A sort of barricade had been
made by arranging the wagons in a circle, in
the center of which was the place reserved for
the king's repose. The people here, and in en-
suing verses, are Saul’s soldiers.

6. To Ahimelech and Abishai David proposed
an adventure which must have seemed wellnigh
mad. imelech the Hit#ite is not mentioned
elsew! He came from a nation of warriors.
For eight hundred years the Hittite empire
north ef Syria was strong enough to threaten
Assyria and Egypt, and when Israel conquered
Palestine they found there a number of Hittite
principalities. At least one other of David's
military heroes was of this race. Abishai the
son of Zeruiah was brother to Joab, and a
cousin of David, He was a headlong fighter,
who afterward shared with Joab the command
of the Hebrew army. Who will go down with
me to Saul to the camp? So far as the record
shows Ahimelech made no reply at all, but
Abishai said, I will go down with thee,

7. In the darkness the two men quietly stole
down the hill, across the gully, and up to the op-
posite slope, till they could plainly see, what
they had already discerned from a distance, the
gigantic form of the king stretched in sleep.
When on his throne Saul used his spear as a
scepter ; and according to a usage still observed
by Arabs it was at night stuck in the ground
at his belster [“head”] as a sign of royalty.

8-11. God hath delivered [*“up”] thine
enemy into thy hand, said Abishai, who was a
man of prompt decision. It was astonishing to
find Saul thus helpless, and he proposed to
“smite” him so heavily that instant death
would ensue. But David promptly forbids him,
not because the killing of Saul would be im-
politic, but because of his reverence for the
“anointed of Jehovah.” It was this profound
reverence for the divine call which during his
subsequent royal career kept David so free
from Saul’s sins and blunders. Verse 10
means that in the ordinary course of nature
there will come a time for Saul to die, and
David proposes to leave the matter with God.
If the king is to die by stroke of spear, then
the spear will be in the hand of an enemy of
Israel, and not in the hand of a fellow-wor-
shiper of Saul’s God. But David told Abishai
to secure the spear that was at Saul’s “head”
(incorrectly translated bolster) and the water-
bottle which lay conveniently near, and to-
gether they returned across the gully to their
own hilltop. They gat them away ; and no man
saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they

5

[Aug. 30,

were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the
Lord [“Jehovah”] was fallen upon them. So
astonishing an adventure as this, so success-
fully carried out, directs the attentien of the
inspired writer to the great Manager of all
human affairs in whose hands are the hearts
and destinies of all mankind.

Verses 13-20, omitted from the printed part
of our lesson, are necessary, nevertheless, to
the completion of the story. Across the deep
valley David called to waken Abner and the
king. Abner was confused and said nothing,
but Saul grew tender when thus confronted by
David’'s magnanimity. David’s expostulation
should be attentively read. With Saul’s reply
our printed lesson continues.

21. I have sinned. The words carry the
thought of blunder as well as of sin. He says,
Return, my son David; but in the present
condition of things return for David was
impossible. I will no more do thee harm, be-
cause my soul [“life”] was precious in thine
eyes this day. A promise that was almost im-
mediately broken by the fickle king. I have
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.
He sees his conduct to have been as impolitic
as it was morally wrong. His regret included,
probably, his misapprehension of the character
of David, and his chagrin over the unsoldier-
like arrangements of his own camp, as well as
sorrow for his own wickedness,

22-24. Behold the king’s spear! [*“Behold,
the spear, O king!"] and let [“let then”] one
of the young men come over and fetch it. This
was a formal recognition of Saul's royalty, an
assertion by symbol that David was not at this
time asserting any claims as king. In verse 23,
as elsewhere, substitute “Jehovah” for the
Lord. Its words are an appeal to the Judge of
all the earth to do right, and an acknowledg-
ment that Saul must be recognized for the full
term of his life as “the Lord’s anointed.” In
verse 24 so let may be rendered “so shall,”
thus turning the verse from a prayer into a
prophetic declaration. David is confident that
God will preserve his life through all dangers
and eventually bring him to the promised
throne. And David will not hurry God’s plans,

25. The blessing here pronounced should be
compared with that of 1 Sam, 24. 20, 21
Great things. “Mightily.” David went on
[omit “on”] his way, and Saul returned to his
place. To Gibeah. In spite of Saul’s invita:
tion to return David well knew that he must
still be a fugitive on the outskirts of the land
over which he was afterward to reign.
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HOMILETICAL AND

Some critics think this to be the same in-

But there are too many
striking differences in the way of identification,

Verses 5-8. In these verses we are reminded
how opportunities reveal the characters of
men. David and his two cempanions see the
king to be in their power. Abishai is for kill-
ing him at sight, Only lower motives prompt
him; either desire for personal revenge, love of
blood, or wish to please his master, David
acts from principle, Saul was the Lord’s
anointed, holding the office of king by divine ap-
pointment. He was looked upon by David as
God's lieutenant, called specially, and selected
for the office. For David to remove him would
be an interference with the divine prerogative,
Saul might bersecute David, but he would
rather suffer than do wrong,

10. Here David appeals to the Judge of all
and places the quarrel in his hands. It is not
for him to aet as judge or executioner, He
reversed the principle upon which men act,
when an enemy comes into their power. Hig
love of God's law restrains him from shedding
a fellow-mortal's blood for private vengeance,
His faith prompts him to leave his persecutor
in the hands of Jehovah, who had said,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay.”

11, 12. While David will not touch the per-
son of the king, he thinks it no harm to let him
know that he has been in his power. By so
doing he will prove a second time to the king
that he meant him no harm, Moreover, he
will in this manner appeal to the generous
side of the king’s nature, and, perhaps, change
his policy,

The supernatural slumber that fel] upon Saul
and his attendants points to the fact that the
Lord favored David’s enterprise. How dif-
ferently God might have manifested himself,
had David approached Saul with g sinful pur-
pose.  Happy the man whose enterprises are
such as to receive divine indorsement and co-
operation,

David in sparing
Saul's life go impressed the king as to wring
from him a confession of sin, and the promise
Righteous living is
more convincing than argument. The good in-
tention of Saul was never carried out, for he
did not fail to geek David'’s injury again and
“He ought rather to have taken refuge
Wwith God, and appealed to him for grace, that
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PRACTICAL NOTES.

be might not fall into such sins again; yea, he
should have entreated David himself to pray
for him,”

To the most hardened of sinners God gives
some rays of light to show him his errer, but
if unused darkness again asserss itself, The
man relapses into hig former evil life, and for-
gets all that he has Promised,

23, 24. These are not the words of boasting,
but rather the expression of a geod conscience

undertakings.

Attention is called to the admirable spirit of
self-restraint and patience chown by David, in
being willing to bear the risk and pain of
bersecution, until it should please God to bring
deliverance, The grace specially commended js
that of waiting God's time, From how many a
trap this will save one. In business, there are
80 many plausible ways of making money which
appeal so strongly to the impatient soul. How
many wrecks of impatient souls are found al)
along the shores of commerce, pleasure, politics,
and passion! A profound impression of the ex.
cellence of the divine will, and the duty of loy-
ally accepting all God's arrangements will
greatly aid to possess one’s soul in patience,

will “on earth as it is in heaven.” We cannot
imagine an impatience there for a speedier ful.
fillment of desirable events than the will of
God has ordained, So let it be with us,

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Cultivate an unbounded reverence for God
as the source of power, justice, and order,
Steady yourself by a constant conviction that
God rules; that amid all this world’s disorder
there is a divine power on the side of right.

2. It is not wise to be overanxious about
personal vindication, and surely not to seek
vengeance for oup wrongs. On the contrary.
Jesus introduces men into a kingdom of such
large generosity as that they pray for enemies.

3. David gives us an example of profound re-
spect for every authority ordained of God. 8¢

Paul, when he writes, “I exhort therefore, that

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving
of thanks be made for all men; for kings, and
all that are in authority” (1 Tim, 2. 1, 2). Re
volt against authority is one of the threatening
evils of the day.




Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
DAVID SPARES SAUL.

The way a man treats his enemies is an in-
dex of his own character. The infinite height
of Christ’s character made him pray for his
murderers. And the law for those who seek to
be like him is, “love your enemies and pray for
them that persecute you.”

David’s treatment of Saul is a case in point.
Saul with three thousand men was seeking to
slay him. David penetrated his camp, stood by
Saul’s side as he slept, yet spared his life, It
was a great victory over himself, was greater
than taking £ city, Self-preservation may be
the first law of nature, but self-sacrifice is the
first law of God.

Seeing David’s magnanimity Saul said, “I
have played the fool exceedingly.” But David
would not trust that transient feeling of Saul's
and go to him. A man may own up and weep
and his heart remain unchanged. Saul knew
that the Lord was against his course and that
the end would be fatal; yet he went on the
same way of hate,

David practiced Christ’s law to overcome
evil with good. If one fights evil with evil that
makes two instead of one, and both are inten-
sified. A courtier complained to his king that
he treated his enemies kindly when he ought to
destroy them. “Do I not destroy my enemies,”
said the king, “when I make them my friends?”

Such an illustration of God’s way of treat-
ing enemies as David showed could have come
from no other cause but God’s indwelling. He
not enly worked in David’s spirit but by an
outward providence, sending a deep sleep upon
Saul's camp (verse 12). His eye sees the
whole field and He does not work by halves,

Thoughts for Young People.
LESSONS FROM BAUL'S REJECTION,

1. In the beginning of the story of Saul's
life his bodily stature and personal beauty pre-
possess us in his favor, and as the story goes
on his good sense and modesty increases the
prepossession, Saul is just the character of
many a young man, full of high and noble
feeling, mod:st, and distrustful of self, coming
from a religious home or the influence of re-
ligious impressions, and placed in a post of re-
sponsibility, of activity, All is promise; we

look for high distinction of the best kind, and
for blessed deeds for God and for good.

2. But during his reign year by year the
man of grace in him waned, and the man of
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nature wazed strong. The tendency of Saul
was to emancipate himself from God’s law and
make himself supreme, to follow his own bent
and natural impulse, to the setting aside of
God’s positive commands.

3. Saul in his rejection of God and his re-
jection by him is @ type. Multitudes among us
live like him. How many follow the example of
Saul! They live for the world, and by degrees
God’s grace is quenched; there is remorse he-
hind and misery before, death inexorable and
coming on with rapid strides, and eternity a
dismal blank, the thought of which carries ter-
ror to the soul. This picture of ourselves
should teach us two special cautions: against
forgetfulness of God; against self-will, [.1/-
ford.] A

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
SURROUNDINGS.
Time. Uncertain; about 1000 B. C. (?)
Place. The wilderness of Judea, especially
the hill of Hachilah. (Point out on the map.)
Samuel. Refer briefly to his death at
Ramah, aged eighty-six. (See 1 Sam. 25, 1.)

APPROACH,

If the teacher can recall the story of how a
person known to the pupils had it within his
power to harm some one who had done him evil,
it may be narrated as an approach,

Have a pupil read what he has written in
his Lives concerning the cave of Engedi. Lay
stress on the fact that David could have de-
stroyed Saul had he desired to do so.

UNFOLDED TEXT.

We will consider our text under two main
headings: 1. David's Mercy; 2. The Effect on
Saul.

1. David’s Mercy (verses 5-12), Our op-
portunities for painting living word pictures
should not be neglected, as by them we may
deepen the interest of our pupils which ought
to have been aroused by our Approach.

(1) David Finding Saul. Picture David
coming to Saul's camp, and looking at the place
where his persecutor lay asleep “within the
barricade or rampart formed by the baggage
wagons,” with Abner, his valiant general,
sleeping near him and all the army encamped
about him.

(2) David and Abishai in Saul's Camp.
Picture David and his nephew Abishai going
down to Saul's camp and looking at the sleep
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ing king. Explain that the spear stuck in the
ground was an indication of the presence of the
king. Have a pupil read aloud the request of
Abishai (verse 8) and another read the reply
of David (verses 9-11).

(3) David Departing from the Camp. Pic-
ture David leaving the camp, taking with him
Saul's spear and water jug.

The teacher should master the contents of
verses 13-20, so as to give a graphic summary
of them to the class,

2. The Effect on Saul (verses 21-25). Have
the pupils open their Bibles and ask—

(1) Some one to read aloud Saul’s declara-
tion (verse 21).

(2) Another to read aloud David’s answer
(verses 22.24),

(3) A third to read
words (verse 25),

(4) A fourth to tell what the two men did
(verse 25),

Finally, impress and review the whole nar-
rative by questioning on the outline.

aloud Saul’s parting

LESSON.

Have each member of the class repeat the
Golden Text. No more important subject could
be discussed by, or impressed upon, young peo-
ple than that of overcoming evil with good. Let
the teacher be prepared with some illustra-
tions which show not only that this is possible
but that it has been actual. Ask: Do you live
up to the exhortation of the Golden Text? Do
You want to? How may you be able to? Use
the answers to each question to lead up to the
next one.  Show that two things are necessary
in order to live out the command of the text:

1. A willingness to overcome self,

2. A willingness to let God help in the over-
coming,

Try to get the pupils to question you, so
that you may have the opportunity to explain
these two necessities, When your teaching is
understood ask all to print :

I OR SELF
MUST | wiILL
OVERCOME
SELF | ME

Show how David overcame himself, while
Saul was overcome by self,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.
Gh'etnmhpupu;lhuldmnwhleh
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is outlined a flight of steps somewhat ag fol-
lows :

Ask them to mark thereon at home the steps in
the downfall of Saul,

Review words, “Overcome self,”

By Way of lustration, :

Verses 8, 9. “Thine enemy.” “The Lord's
anointed.” How was it that David withheld his
hand? What was the secret of thig marvelous
self-control? We find it in verses 8 and 9,
“thine enemy,” “the Lord's anointed.” Two
different views of the same man: the one nar-
row, selfish, superficial ; the other profound and
true. So it is with every man: he is not to be
measured merely by his personal
ourselves. True, he may be our enemy, yet he
may bear another aspect. Pray to see the high-
est, divinest aspect of every man's character,

Verses 2125, 4 generous, forgiving spirit in-
duces penitence in others. When David gave
such evidence of self-restraint the miserable
monarch confessed his folly. He recognized
David’s nobility, Nothing but such forbear-
ance on David's part could have brought him
S0 near repentance, It ig thus that we may win
men. We win most when we appear to have
yielded most. We gain advantages by refusing
to take them wrongfully, The man who can
wait for God will Sway a scepter over other
men.—F, B. Meyer,

Golden Teat, There is a petition in the
Lord’s Prayer which is the casiest to under-
stand and the hardest to pray—the prayer that
we may be forgiven as we forgive, “Give us
forgiveness,” we ask, “because we come in the
spirit of forgiveness,” If you do not love your
brother whom you have seen, how can you truly
pray to God whom you have not seen, The
traveler in Egypt sometimes looks out in the
early morning and sees an Arab preparing to
say his prayers, The man goes down to the
river bank and spreads his little carpet so that
he shall look toward Mecca; but before he
kneels he crouches on the bank, and cleanses
his lips, his tongue, his hands and feet, so that
he shall bring to his prayer no unclean word or
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deed. It is as if he first said with the psalmist, refuge is in God. Trust in him at all times,
“Wash me thoroughly of my iniquity; purge me ye people; pour out your heart before him,
of my sin; make me a clean heart; renew in God is a refuge for us. Thus will I bless thee
me a right spirit,” and then with a right spirit  while I live; my soul shall be satisfied as with
‘he bows in prayer. The petition for a forgiving marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise
spirit prepares one in the same way to say his thee with joyful lips.”
morning prayer. It cleanses the tongue; it —
washes the motives; it purifies the thoughts of The Teachers’ Meeting,
their uncharitableness, and then in this spirit The only man in Israel worthy of the scepter
of forgiveness, even toward those who have took it away from Saul's bolster (Saul's spear "
wronged him, the Christian is clean enough to was his scepter) and returned it again—a type ! “Norn
ask for the forgiveness of his own sin.—Prof. of his attitude toward the kingdom....Verses time,” s
F. G. Peabody. 4-7T: His sagacity; vigilance, verses 4, 16; :ﬂ“‘: a
Courage, verse 6; Energy. His deep reverence suay 1
Heart Talks on the Lesson. first for God as the source of power, justice, be amiss
In order to be interested an? instructed in  and order; secondly, for every authority or- song.  Ne
the life of David we must read wne chapters not  dained by God, verse 11....The meeting be- upon an
included in our lesson. IHis experiences were tween Saul and David at Hachilah: 1. At PRIMAR
varied, They must have beem especially trying night; 2. Their conversation in the presence pretty gu
to a man of his temperament. The only com- of Saul's followers; 3. Out of reach of Saul's of supplic
fort he seemed to have from any human source vengeance; 4. David’s appeal to God, verses on this |
was the friendship of Jonathan. The psalms 19 20, 23, 24; 5. The unconscious insincerity
in which his soul pours itself out show that he of an evil heart.
loved companionship; he longed for fellowship
with God’s people; he yearned for heart sym-
pathy. Yet he was driven from home; he lived
in desolate caves in the wilderness; he begged
for food to relieve his hunger; he was misrep-
resented; Saul believed much that was un-
truthfully said against him; there seemed to be
nothing that a man could suffer left out of
David’s cup. And he was human. His im-
perfections and mistakes are frankly told by
the writer of this history. He at times re-
sorted to means of self-defense in treuble which
showed distrust of God and always got him
into deeper distress. But with all this truly
human weakness the habit of his soul was to
trust God and to wish to please him, Blacbboerd,
David’s self-restraint and patient waiting for
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Primary Teachers’ Department, ;

Primary Notes,

ALL through the summer Sundays Nature
lessons are especially in order, Let the ex-
ercises be adapted to the season, making them
as restful and varied as possible,

“Nornine is good enough to do at the wrong
time,” says one. The primary teacher who
offers a long prayer before her class on a hot
Sunday should remember this, It would not
be amiss to recall it when giving out a primary
song. Never project a tender, devotional hymn
upon an uneasy and restless class,

PRIMARY teachers are acquainted with the
pretty gummed stars to be had at any depot
of supplies. The charming bit of verse given
on this page gives a capital hint as to how
they may be used. Mark each promise printed
on the blackboard with a golden star. As the
children become familiar with the promises
they may be erased, save the first two or three
words,

THE primary teacher has many peculiar
problems to meet, and as a rule she is com-
pelled to meet them alone, This is why a
primary convention is so inspiring and help-
ful. It is most interesting and delightful to
see eyes kindle as an experienced worker
throws light upon some point over which she
has pondered and prayed, without perhaps
finding the help she desired,

—_——
Pinning the Promises,
Tie teacher was standing before her class,
Aud smiling a welcome to each little lass,
She said in her gentle and winning way,
“Another sweet promise we'll learn to-day,

“Our Father has given them all, you know,
To comfort his children while here below.
O there are so many in his dear Book,

We'ré certain to find them if we but look.

“So many! To count them we will not try;
But think, as you look at the stars on high,
‘Bach beautiful star that my eyes can see,

May count for some promise God made for
me,’ "

The fancy sank deep in one little heart—

So strong the impressions our words impart,

For Mary looked up at the stars that night,

And called them “God’s promises, shining
bright 1”

Soon after, we watched by the bed one day,
Where dear little Mary with fever lay,

Half waking, half sleeping, but o'er and o'er,
Repeating those promises learned before,

“There’s ‘Come unto me and I'll give you rest,’
I think I like that one the very best,

And one about guiding you with His eye.”
Her hands were both restlessly lifted high.
“But what are you doing?” hep mother said.

“These dear little fingers should rest in bed.”
She smiled as she looked in her mother’s face,
And waved her wee hands to their utmost
space :
“O mamma, who'd think I could reach so far;
I'm pinning a promise on ev'ry star!”
—From Motherhood,
—_—
Miss Jennie’s Class,

“WILL you teach a Sunday school class to-
day, Miss Jennie ?” asked the superintendent ;
and the young woman consented. It was the
infant class, and the pleasure of sitting with
the little tots, and telling them Bible stories,
Wwas so great that she consented to take the
class another day, and another, and before
long was chosen to be its regular teacher,

It was a small school in an obscure and
conservative interior town, but it was the only
one in the community, Even those who did
not attend church were glad to have their
children attend, and it soon proved an easy
task to persuade them to join Miss Jennie's
class,

It was Miss Jennie's first public work, and
she threw her whole soul into it. A devout,
earnest, enthusiastic girl, she poured her life
into the class of little folks, and they caught
her spirit while they learned the lessons she
taught. As soon as the little ones were able
to walk they came to her; and by the time
they graduated into “the main room,” there
were more little ones ready.

She married after a while, but she kept the
class, and her own children in time became
members of it. The cares of the household,
the growing responsibilities of wifehood and
motherhood, might have impelled her to lay
down this outside labor, but there was no one
to take her place; and besides, she loved the
work.

In time “the infant class” had grown until
it became “the primary department,” and Mise
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Jennie, now Mrs. Jane, was at the head of it.
For just fifty years she kept that class and
department, and then, honored and mourned
by the whole community, she fell asleep.

What had she accomplished? She had not
become great or widely known. If she had
extraordinary ability or wisdom, it was not of
that that people spoke. But this one thing she
had done—she had put the stamp of her own
ideal and influence upon almost every life in
that prairie village. The business men in the
stores, the doctor and the lawyer, the teachers,
the fathers and mothers—all had been her
pupils. Even the superintendent of the school,
himself no longer a young man, had received
his first lessons from her. Ministers had come
and gone, deacons had lived and died, the pub-
lic schools had changed teachers again and
again; but Jane Strang had been one contin-
uous influence, teaching during her fifty years
of service almost every resident of the town.

Few who read her name will recognize it,
but to the few who do recognize it, it will al-
ways be an illustration of the way in which
an obscure life, faithfully lived, may become
one of marked, if not of extensive, influence.

“What life that you have known was’best
worth living?” a man of wide experience was
asked recently. This was his answer: “The
life of Jane Strang, who accepted a small task
heartily, and held to it faithfully, and so be-
came, of all persons in that community, the
one who most influenced others for good.”—
Kelected.

August Days in the Primary Class,

(How one teacher made things comfortable.)

THE primary room was on the sunny side
of the church, a great boon indeed during ten
months of the year, but somewhat of a trial
in July and August, and all the more so since
the room was upstairs in an oldtime detached
chapel.

This teacher was one of the stay-at-home
kind, who took her own outing after others
had returned, and it was comparatively easy
to fill her place. She knew that the greater
part of her class would remain in town during
the hot summer, and so decided to make one
pleasant and restful spot for them if possible.
“Here is my opportunity,” she thought, “to
bind them to the school as I might not be able
to do at any other time.”

There was a bit of a lawn between the
church and the chapel (which was in fact the
old church shoved to the rear). The first
thing the teacher did was to invite the class to

a June party on the lawn. The children voted
it a “lovely party,” and perhaps what the little
folks enjoyed most was the formal organiza-
tion of the summer school. A Flower Com-
mittee, an Order Committee, and a Song Com-
mittee were all formed. It was the business
of the Flower Committee to bring fresh flow-
ers each Sunday during July and August.
This was a large committee, divided into as
many sections as there were Sundays in the
two months, each section having a certain
Sunday for its own. The Order Committee
was to be on hand early and see that there
was no loud talking or disorder before teacher
arrived. And the Song Committee had for its
special duty the learning of new summer songs,
words as well as tunes, so as to be able to
lead the others, and to help teach the little go-
away members of the class on their return.

The teacher made a special request of the
Sunday School Board to provide the sunny
windows with awnings, which was granted.
Then she took the children into her confidence,
allowing each to contribute from one to five
or ten cents for pale green cheesecloth curtains
for these same windows. A loan collection of
attractive pictures was secured, a pretty new
spread was found for the table, and two or
three easy chairs were brought in for the
mothers, on their visits to the school. Alto-
gether, when all was completed, the room had
quite a holiday air. The somewhat formal ar-
rangement of seats was broken up, and the
children almost felt that they were coming into
a new room.

The program was shorter, more change of
position was allowed during these warm days,
and a feature which especially delighted the
little ones was introduced. On the very warm
Sundays fans were passed, furnished by a
kind-hearted merchant, and the little ones were
allowed three minutes in which to use them to
the accompaniment of slow music.

What a happy time the little stay-at-homes
did have on these summer Sundays in the cool,
shaded rooms brightened by the presence of
the teacher, who loved them enough to plan for
their comfort, and to stay by and enjoy the
pleasant things with them! She never knew
how she bound little hearts with hooks of steel
to herself that summer, but she did know that
she enjoyed it all so much, with the blessed
opportunity she found of coming close to little
hearts and lives, that she inwardly resolved
from that time on to do what lay in her power
to make the Lord’s house delightful and com-
fortable for hig little ones.
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Additional Lessons,
LITTLE HYMN STUDIES,—vir1,
BY MARY A. LATHBURY,

[It is suggested that five minutes be ﬁiven each Sun-
day to the simplifying and singing of the verse for the

Yy, reviewing the preceding verse or verses as the
weeks 8O by.]

+ Glory to thee, my God, this night,
For alf the blessings of the llym:
Keep me, 0 keep me, King of klngs,
Beneath the shadow bf thy wings,

Good Bishop Thomas Ken was one of Eng-
land'’s great bishops. He was born in 1637 in
Little Berkhampstead. His mother died while
he was a child, and though this was most un-
fortunate, he was fortunate in being placed
under the guardianship of his brotller~iu-luw.
the devout Izaak Walton, who educated him,
Soon after he was thirty he became chaplain
to the princess Mary, wife of William of
Orange, and went to Holland to their court,
He left it the next year because he could not
agree with William on a point of morals, On
his return he was made one of the chaplains of
Charles TI and lived at Winchester. He also
opposed his own king in g matter of morals,
yet the king so admired his honesty and cour-
age that he made him Bishop of Bath and
Wells the next year, and in twelve days after-
ward the king died. He also offended the next
king, James II, and was put in the Tower of
London, but was soon set free. It was about
1681, when he first went to Winchester, that
he wrote his famous morning and evening
hymns for the students of Winchester College,

» Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,
The Il whiell' I this day have done;
That with the world, myself, and thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace way be,”

In his Manual of Prayer for the students of
Winchester College Bishop Ken placed his
three hymns : “Awake, my soul, and with the
sun;"™ “All praise to thee, my God, this night,”
and “My God, now I from sleep awake,” and
each of these hymns closed with the same
Stanza, one that has since become the doxology
of the Christian world, and which we sing to
the tune of “Olq Hundred,” “Prajse God, from
whom all blessings flow,” The Evening Hymn
is so simple that any little child can feel it to
be his own language. Indeed, it was written
for boys, The first line of the hymn, as the
£ood hishop wrote it, was, “All praise to thee,
my God, this night,” but it has long been sung
in its present form, What should a child do,

Whether g Winchester schoolboy, or one of our
oWn schoo] children, before he lays his tired
head upon hig pillow at night, but sing or say

the little prayer for forgiveness and heavenly
beace that is the second stanza? If it becomes
the prayer of the child it will pe his prayer
still into manhood or womanhood and old age.
So it has been in the case of thousands,

- Teach me to live, that I may dreaq
The grave as little as my bed;
Teach me to die, that so I ma
Rise glorious at the Judgment day.”

Bishop Ken seems to think that learning
how to live is the only way of learning how to
die; and that learning how to die is the surest
way to gain resurrection and eternal life,
Perhaps that was what he often told the boys
of Winchester School when they came to hear
him preach. He surely must have tried to live
well, else he would not have reproved kings;,
and refused to obey them when they proposed
& wrong course. There js a beautiful portrait
of the good bishop which shows a pure, gentle,
yet firm face. He js dressed in his white robe
and black stole, and he wears a black skull
cap from which his white hair falls in curls
over his ears, No doubt children loved him,
if kings did not when he disagreed with them.
He believed that all men should live righteous-
ly, and that kings, even more than common
men, should do so. He also believed that we
should think of death as only the door inte
eternal life, and have no dread of the grave,
which ig only a place for the worn-out shell,
or chrysalis of man, and not for man himself,

* Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him al} creatures here below; b
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.»

There are more stanzas in the Evening
Hymn, which we cannot give, but you will
find them in the Hymnal. In the Methodist
Hymnal the last stanza is not printed with the
hymn, but stands third among the doxologies,
It is called * the great doxology,” for no other
is sung in every land and in almost evye
tongue. It was Bishop Ken himself who first
began to use it as a doxology.  Not only in
churches, but in prisons, in the wilderness, in
the halls of Parliament, on beds of death, at the
laying of the great Atlantic cable, on the bat-
tlefield, and at the proclaiming of peace the
great doxology has been the first impulse of
praise and pratitude from English-spenking
people. The tune Old Hundred was composed
by William Frane, a German composer, born
in 1520. It was named “Old Hundred” be-
cause it was first set to the one hundredth
Psalm,




~ fnternational Bible Lessons.
THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON V. (August 2.)
SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID, 1 Sam. J6.4-13,

GorpEN TeExXT: “Man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart.” 1 Sam. 16. 7.

Primary Notes.
BY JULIA II. JOHNSTON.

Introductory. T h e
thought that our Father
sees and knows us
through and through,
and understands us as
no one else can, ought
to be impressed as some-
thing to help us, not to
frighten and distress,
By way of introduction, in close connection
with this, use the geode to illustrate the truth
that one cannot always tell from the outside
what is within. If possible have a fine speci-
men of this rough-looking stone which, on be-
ing cracked, shows inside its store of sparkling
crystals. Draw from the class what they
think, naturally, of the rough outside, what
they would say in describing it, and how much
they would say it was worth, if asked to set a
price on it. Then show the inside, by way of
contrast, and fasten the teaching.that we must
not make up our minds about things or people
and say what we think, till we know both in-
side and outside. Speak of the temptation to
look on the outside alone, but show how dif-
ferently our Father judges, for he can see with-
out and within. We must ask him to help us,
because he knows what we cannot, since he
sees what we do not, Teach Golden Text here,
and enforce it throughout the story.

Lesson Points. Teach but one truth, in-
variably. But, in telling the lesson story, have
in mind a very few distinct points to use as
hooks upon which to hang it, that the most
vivid and vital parts may be impressed, not as
f but as c ing the whole. The
first point in this recital is Samuel’s errand.
Who sent him? Where? Why was Samuel the
prophet sent to set apart another as king in
Saul’s place? This will draw out a brief story
of Saul's disobedience, failure, and rejection,
being a review of last lesson.

The second lesson point is: Samuel looking

e e
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at Jesse's sons. Make a picture before the
child’s mind of the scene at the sacrifice to
which Jesse and his sons were invited. Make
the scholars see the procession of strong, hand-
some young men as they passed slowly and
wonderingly too, no doubt, before the prophet.
How interesting and how solemn it was!

Notice, third, Samuel was tempted to make
a mistake. He looked on the outside. “Surely
the Lord has chosen this one,” he said to him-
self, as he saw each young man's fine appear-
ance. But the Lord kept his servant from
making a mistake, e whispered in his heart,
“Not this one” over and over, and Samuel
listened to God’s voice when the Lord told him
not to look on the face nor the tall form, for
these were outside things, and the heart was
more important than these. God alone could
see the heart, but he would show Samuel the
one to choose.

See now, in the fourth place, David chosen.
Picture the disappointed and puzzled prophet,
the question, “Are here all thy children?” the
call of David, who was beautiful outwardly
and inwardly too, and the solemn anointing of
the shepherd boy to be king, in God's time in
Saul’s place.

Star Thought: God Sces the Heart. This
truth should be like a ray of light to us, show-
ing us God’s power, showing us what he wishes
us to do, The heart counts for most because
people do what in their hearts they love most
and wish most to do. The heart is the real
person no matter what the outside is like, A
jewel in a rough little box is worth as much
in itself as if it lay in a velvet case,

Thought for Teachers. A very practical
truth from this lesson comes home to our own
hearts, Are we not apt to judge children from
outward appearances, and to bestow love, care,

attention, accordingly? O, to see the child-
heart, in some measure, as Jesus sees and
values and understands it.
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LESSON VL (August 9.)
DAVID AND GOLIATH. § Sam. 17, 3849,

GoLDEN TEXT: “If God be for us, who can be
against us?” Rom. 8. 31.

Primary Notes.
= Introductory. This
familiar and fascinating
story told again, should
carry with it, this time
at least without fail, the
truth that David's vic-
tory was from God., It
was not simply a great
fight, such as boys like
to hear about, but it meant a great deal.
David fought for his Lord and God, and the
Lord was with his brave and faithful soldier,
Tllustrate by story of a captain giving his men
a chance to choose whether or not they would
g0 with him on a dangerous but glorious er-
rand, “Who is on my side?” he cries, and the
men, one by one, step out and stand by the side
of their leader. All the rest see where each
one stands, Everybody knows who takes his
place by his captain’s side.  But now all these
men are on the captain’s side; who is on their
side? Why, the captain, to be sure. And it is
because they are on Lis side that he is on
theirs. They stand together now, to fight and
win, If the men did not choose to be on the
captain’s side, could he be on theirs? Surely
not.

Lesson Story Points. 1. Goliath. Who was
he? Why did he come? What did he say?
How did he make the soldiers of Saul's army
feel? Why did they not go out and fight him?

2. David. How did he happen to find out
about it all? What was his errand to the battle
field? What did he say? Why was he ready
to go to meet this great, boasting, terrible
giant? How did Saul try to help him? Did
the king's armor fit the shepherd boy? Did
he use it? What did he use?

The hearts of the sensitive and susceptible
children will thrill with the recital of the five
stones from the brook, the matchless courage
of David's advance and reply to the giant's
words. Link this intense interest in the story
and picture of the event, with the fact of God's

help, and fasten the truth for life. God was
with David.
3. The third lesson-point is God's part.

What did the Lord do? He encouraged,
guided, helped, strengthened his young soldier
in the battle with Goliath.
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How was the battle the Lord’s? It was to

show who was greater, the great God or the
great giant, the people who worshiped the true
God or those heathen who prayed to idols.

Star Thoughts: God on Our Side. 1f God
is with us and on our side, who can make us
afraid? Impress the thought that we must
choose to be on the Lord's side, and then we
may be perfectly sure that he is on our side,
But it is just as certain that God cannot be on
our side, if we are not on his.

No matter how often we have used the
figure of a giant for a sin we wish the children’
to fight, we may now use it again, and show
how Giant Selfishness, Unbelief, Anger, and
the others can be fought and conquered if we
have God on our side because we are on his.

Thought for Teachers. What giant in the
way threatens the peace of our own hearts and
the usefulness of our lives? Shall we urge the
little ones to trust God, and not trust him our-
selves? TLet us meet the giant in God’s name,
armed with smooth stones from the word, with
a steady aim gained by long practice,

LESSON VIL (August 16.)

SAUL TRIES TO KILL DAVID. f Sam. 18.
) 5-16.

GorLpEN Text: “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble,”

Psa, 46, 1.
Primary Notes,

Introductory. Help at
the very time of need, is
the truth to be written
indelibly on the child-
hearts that receive this
lesson. Who sees our
trouble, knows how to
help, is sure to help, and

 at the ent we need
him? Go back to former lesson of Citiss of
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Refuge, and remind the scholars of its open
gates, its perfect safety to the one who ran
within its walls, no matter who was in pursuit
trying to kill.

Go back to your Pilgrim’s Progress for illus-
trations of help in time of need. There was
Evangelist, who came to Christian at first to
give him directions for setting out to the Celes-
tial City, then found him again and again when
he needed him, All along Christian's pilgrim
path the Lord of the city sent him angel help-
ers, to save from giants, from evil spirits, from
darkness, and danger. The remembrance of
my own rapturous delight in this allegory of
John Bunyan, when I was eight years old,
makes me commend and use it now. A child’s
natural love for fairy stories makes this in-
comparable parable and picture perfectly fas-
cinating. Dwell a moment on children’s need
of help and then lead on to the story of David’s
need, and tell of seantn o - ~—

Paul’'s Hatred. Why was it? How shown?
Did David deserve it? Was he to blame for it?

David’s Behavior. Ilow did David act when
Saul bated and tried to hurt him? Did he try
to “pay him back”?  "ve@ e e

-
God's Care. DPicture the angry king trying

to strike David down with his javelin, or to
pin him to the wall with it, in his hatred and
fierceness, in his envy and jealousy, because he
thought others cared more for David and
praised him more than they did himself. Who
was it that kept the young harper safe, as he
made music to quiet Saul’s angry spirit, only
to be struck at?

God not only cared for David and kept him
- pate, but was with him every day, showing him
how to behave wisely and well. So God was
not only a refuge, a place safe and always
ready, but a strength to David, making him
strong to do right and to make friends,

Star Thought: Help in Trouble: Talk of
David’s very real trouble and then of childish
troubles, fears, and dangers, most of all, the
danger of doing wrong and grieving the Sa-
viour's loving heart. How shall we have help
in trouble? The worst trouble is that which
gin brings. How shall we have a safe place to
hide in, and be made strong enough to keep
from sin? No one can be happy when doing
wrong, and yet how easy it is to grieve Jesus
by disobeying. What we want is help at the
very minute. He will give it, for he is always
near.

Thought for Teachers: How the children
look upon us and lean toward us as we “go
out and come in before them.” Do they love

us because we “behave very wisely”? It is not
mere lavishness of humoring and petting that
wins the child-heart. It may crave and claim
indulgence, but it does not approve weak yield-
ing to the clamor. Wisdom, joined with love,
finds strongest hold upon hearts that long to
find refuge, and look to human help to lead to
the divine.
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LESSON VIIL (August 23.)

DAVID AND JONATHAN. | Sam. 20, §2-23,

GoLDEN TEXT: “There is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.” Prov. 18. 24,

Primary Notes.
Introductory, Little
children should early
learn the beauty and

ileges of true friendship.
They should grow up
with the conviction that
it is an honor and an
| obligation both to be a
loyal and loving friend as well as to have one,
This tender story of David and Jonathan may
be introduced by a little talk on friends. What
is a friend? Ilow do we make and keep
friends? What sort of friends do you like?
Are you the sort of friends that others like?
Tell the simple story of some faithful
friends, perhaps that of Damon and Pythias,
who were so loyal and loving that each was
willing to die for the other. Tell of a child-
friend who stood by his playmate and school-
mate when others were so unkind as to say
untrue things about him and try to get him
into trouble. When all turned against this
boy, and when it really did look as if he were
not quite to be trusted, his friend believed in
him and tried to find out the truth, When all
was made clear, and the trouble was over, then
Harry knew that Jamie was a true friend be-
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cause he was so faithful in time of need when
things went wrong.

Points in Lesson Story. David and Jona-
than, first. Make the children acquainted with
the two characters, as loving friends.

Mention, second, Jonathan's plan.  Show
how he meant to find out Saul’s feelings toward
David, and how he intended to let David know,
80 that he might go away and be safe, if the
angry king wished to hurt him.

Third, finish the story, showing how the plan
was carried out, and how a boy who knew
nothing about matters, helped without knowing,
by doing as he was told when Jonathan sent
bim for the arrows, We never know how we
may help, by being obedient and ready in the
same way,

Fourth, impress all the way through, the
love of these two and the fact that they both
loved the Lord, and wished him to watch be-
tween them and to be with them, showing
them the way and keeping them both in his
love,

Star Thought. My Brother-Friend. Would
you like to have such a friend as David? As
Jonathan? Would these two quarrel about
any little thing, do you think? Would they
not love each other, even when they could not
see each other? We not only may, but we do
have a Friend, better, nearer, more loving than
either of these dear friends, He holds fast to
us, and is closer than any brother. Teach
Golden Text, and show how Jesus our Brother-
Friend, loves us, stays by us, is ready to help
in trouble, and to care for us even when others
forget and treat us il Even our brothers may
forget and may be unkind, but the best Friend
is better than any brother.

He is here, close to us now. Will you have
bim for your Brother-Friend ?

Thought for Teachers. The “little lads,
that know not anything,” may perhaps be used
in our classes as blessed go-betweens, if we use

them wisely. They may be intrusted with
definite messages to the home-folks, which may
mean far more than the child-hearts divine, and
in their very simplicity may bring us back
Some arrows that will be “a sign.”  Without
such definite sending, they may, if we do our
part, carry home and give out, unconscious
help and comfort.

LESSON IX. (August 30,
DAVID SPARES SAUL. 1 Sam. 26,5-12, 24-25,

GOLDEN TEXT: “Love your enemies, do good to
them which hate you.” Luke 6. 27.

Primary Notes,

Introductory, Frank
envied Herbert, because
. Herbert had more play-

things, and seemed to
have more friends than
Frank. Herbert was
ew—_|| more ready to be friend-
e ly and pleasant than
Frank, but the envious
boy did not think of that. Once, when he had
a chance, he threw a stone and hurt Herbert
80 that he went limping home. He pretended
that he was aiming at a stray dog, but he
wasn't. He meant to strike his schoolmate,

A while after this Herbert came upon Frank
in the woods, where he had slipped and fallen
and hurt his foot. He could not walk without
help. Herbert might have left him to get home
as he could, but that would not have been the
Golden Rule way. He helped Frank home, and
treated him as well as possible. He spared his
boy-enemy, that is, he spared him the pain and
the weariness and trouble which he would have
had if left alone, and spared him the bad feel-
ings too. This kindness turned Frank into a
friend. Herbert had always been friendly, so
now, there were two of them—good friends,
too.

The Lesson Story. Who are enemies? How
should we treat them? Explain again, Saul's
enmity, and how he showed it

In the second place, tell with vivid detail
the chance David had to return evil for evil,
hurt for hurt, and even take the life of the one
who wished to take his life,

In the third place, make it very clear why
David did not follow Abishai’s bad advice,
Here is a chance, moreover, to teach that rey-
erence for authority, that regard for a person’s
office and place, in which children are often
sadly lacking at present,




They think, for instance, that if a teacher
does not please them in school they have no
special duty toward her, but may “pay her
back” or “get even with her,” as they say, in
any disagreeable way possible, disobeying when-
ever not forced to be obedient.

Star Thought: Good for Evil. This is what
our loving Lord is always showing us—good
for evil. We ought to be like him, and give
good for evil. How can we? The Golden Text
gives the rule. Teach it, explaining and en-
larging upon its meaning.

Thought for Teachers. Even the smallest in
the household, may eat of ‘the children’s
bread.” Let us not fail to break the loaf for
them, although it may seem as if meant more
for older ones.
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Whisper Songs for August.
FIFTH LESSON.

My heart is like an open book,

In which the Lord may always look.
0, may he find it pure and fair,

His name forever written there,

SIXTH LESSON.

My path is like the shining light ;

The Lord, my S8aviour, makes it bright.
He is my light ; 1 shall not fear,

Though giant shadows gather near.

SEVENTII LESSON.
God is my refuge and my stay,
Through all the night, through all the day,
He leads me all my journey through ;
1 will not fear what man can do.

EIGHTH LESSON.

Dear Lord and S8aviour, faithful Friend,
On whom thy little ones depend.

Choose thou our friends, and let us know
That heav'nly love may live below.

NINTH LESSON.

0 God of love, where shall we go
For love to live by here below,
If not to thee, the Living 8pring
Of life and love in cvernxlng

rt
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Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
‘
Third Quarter.
Teacher, God be merciful unto us and bless
us;
Class. And cause his face to shine upon us.
T. Let us come boldly unto the throne of
grace,
C. That we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help.
CONCERT IPRAYER.
““We are little children,
Weak and apt to stray;
Saviour, guide and keep us
In the heavenly way.
Save us, Lord, from sinning;
Watch us day bv day;
Help us now to love thee;
Take our sins away.”
PrAYER. Brief prayer, all uniting in the Lord's
Prayer,
SiNeING.
GorpeEN TEXT DRILL.
OFFERING, preceded by Concert Recitation :
“Here we come with gladness
Gifts of love to bring,
Pleasing Him who loves us,
Christ, our Saviour King.
“Small may be our offering,
But the Lord will use
Pvery gift we bring him:
None will he refuse,”
AvprtioNar, LESSONS,
MARCHING SONG:

“We've listed in a holy war,
Battling for the Lord!
Eternal life our guiding star,
Battling for the Lord!
Refrain—"“We'll work till Jesus comes,
" We'll work till Jesus comes,
We'll work till Jesus comes,
And then we'll rest at home.

“We've girded on our armor bright,
Battling for the Lord!

Our Captain's word our strength and might,

Battling for the Lord.”
Lesson Tavenr.

Ecuo PRAYER.
LasT WoRrDS.—Repeat after teacher:

“If we sing and work for Jesus,
As we walk our earthly way,
Then we'll praise his name forever

In the land of endless day.”
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NEW BOOKS
Che Sacrifice of tire Shannon

By W. ALBERT HICKMAN

Here's a book worth anyone's while. Do ‘you ;aé\t zhr‘i}lllng adventure?! Read about
ce o Al aspe,

“
the rescue of the D, 8 crew from the . Do you ask for sport{
Peruse the description of the boat races at Caribou. ould you become mguainmd with
real men? Follow the deeds and talk of David Wilson, Donald Macdonal Hans and a
host of others, And, finally, do you want to know a real glrl and learn how iove came to
her? Read the descriptions of Gertrude MacMichael and ollow her to the climax, Now,
all this may appear extmvafant praise, but it is as soherlz A3 a reviewer can write after
eompleung the finest, livel est, most stirring story that @ has read this Yyear. That's
sober truth, too, ., . « It isa book to be read once, then again, then two or three times
more, and then laid within mi reach, to be dived into when your brain Wwants refreshing
and your blood stirring."—Nashville Ameriean,

“‘For once in the great mess of fiction that has been served ug to us we come upon an
original idea and a new condiment. In ‘The Sacrifice of the hannon,” Mr. W, Albert
Hickman introduces us to the ice flelds of the Gulf of St. Lawrence in winter. . " He
ﬂ:"' Us a rattling yacht race, a charming heroine, four or five real live men and a rescue

m the ice that carries us alo) bmthleaaly. .« .+ There isan outdoor breeze blowing
through the whole story, a breath of the great gulf it describes. . « .« Mr. Hickman
has written a notable siory that will be thoroughly enjoyed by all who read it."—N. ¥, Sun,

Paper, 75¢c.; Cloth, $1.25

e
Thyra Varrick

A LOVE STORY

By AMELIA E. BARR
Profusely llustrated by Lee Woodward Zeigler

+*Who can help thrilling over such a tale as ‘Thyra Varrick,' so vital were the times
in which the characters moved, 80 colorful and tense with pluck and loyalty, Amelia K.
Barr has told an excellent story, She drawn her characters full of the magnetism of
true romance, The k is a refreshing change to the historical novels, The reader who
takes up ‘Thyra arrick’ won't willingly put it down until he has read it to the last
page."—St, Louis Republican.

*“‘Thyra Varrick ' is the heroine of this interesting novel and the story of her life is
well worth reading. Mrs, Barr has never done better work, Never has created a tale of
such onthnlllnglntamt."—PhaaddpMa Evening Telegraph.

Ornamental Cloth, 12mo, $

.50

William Briggs - wesiay Buildings - Toronto
C. w. COATES, Montreal S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax




A GREAT OFFER

Matthew Henry’s Commentary

ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

Illustrated Edition with an Introductory Essay by the Rev. John Stoughton.

6 Royal Octavo Volumes, 4,306 Pages, 100 Illustrations

The Greatest Bible Commentary
FOR LAYMEN, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PREACHERS

LTHOUGH many Bible Commentaries have enriched the field of Bible literature during
the past two centuries Matthew Henry's has always been accorded the first place. That
it combines more points of advantage than any other work of the kind is the opinion of

Jjudicious theologians everywhere. It possesses a clear and convenient arrangement, remark-
able spirituality and purity. It is packed with suggestive material, concise, consistent,
comprehensive,

OUR SPECIAL OFFER

We will send a set of this incomparable work to all BANNER readers who will send us
$1.50 and promise to send us $1.00 a month for six months, making a complete payment of $7.50,
Freight to be paid by purchaser.

The regular price of this six volume set in the United States is $18.00, so that the value of
our special offer will be apparent at once to all readers,

READ WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE WORK

“There is nothing to be compared with Matthew Henry's Commentary for pungent and
practical application and teachings of the text."— The Sunday School Times,

*For clear, evangelical, spiritual and practical Biblical exposition, there has been nothing
better than this old standard.”—Bishop John H. Vincent. wis wi

“Matthew Henry’s Commentaries will prove, in all ages to come, to be a perfect mine of
gold for all laymen."—R. 8. MacArthur, D.D.

“‘For those who desire a , pithy, quickening, reverent, uplifting commentary
on the Bible, nothing is better than Matthew Henry."—Geo. Dana Boardmann, D.D.
Now that this valuable and important work is offered at a low price and on most favorable

terms, it should speedity find its way into the library of our Laymen, Sunday School Superin.
tendents and Teachers, and all Bible students.

Accept our offer to-day. Send us your name and address with $1.50 first remittance, and
we will send at once the complete set,

WILLIAM BRIGGS

Methodist Book and Publishing House

Toronto, Ont.

C. W. COATES, Montreal
S. ¥. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Che Better Way

BY CHARLES WAGNER
Author of “The Simple Life,”

A volume of essays for twsnliuth—cenlury man
by an Alsatian preacher, philosopher and nature
lover. A book for all humanity struggling to
discharge the duties of life and get, the reatest
return in happiness, A sheaf of guide posts
through all the harassing moods of doubt,
Chl'fﬁl, despair, desolation, hope and happiness
that make up our existence. A charming posy
of fragrant thoughts on nature that make even
the most sordid things seem beautiful and hope-
ful.  Founded on sincerity and cemented with
sanity. A book that will help any one to meet,
the petty trials of every-day I!le, as well as the
with resignation and courage,
hone:! and viril, leaving in its

to whom the author goes for advice in his times
of tribulation. The book is dedi to his son,
and the ’)mliminur,\' chuljun enclose a wonder-
fully tender * Gosnel of Fatherhood.” Ag belpful
a8 the author's *“Tye Nim‘rle Life,” *The Better
Way” is translated from the French (which bears
the title L'Ami) by Mary Hendée.

PRICE, $1.00, NET

How to Study
The Bible

An Address for Teachers
and Students

-
George Coulson Workman, M.A, PL.D,

Second edition. Price, 10c¢.

Mr. J. W, Flavelle, Superintendent of the
Sherbourne Street Methodist Church Sun-
day-school, writes: * I have had both pleas-
ure and profit in reading your address on
‘How to Study the Bible,’ I am of the
opinion that many teachers in our Sunday-
schools will find that you voice clearly
what they have been trying very imperfect-
1y to teach, and will be grateful to you for
the help afforded them in their efforts to a
better understanding of how to study God's
Word.”

Camping

and
Canoeing’
BY

James Edmund Jones

WHAT TO TAKE
HOW TO cook
HOW TO TRAVEL
WHERE TO GO

With 42 illustrations, and a complete
index. Twenty-four routes outlined
in detail. A Cook Book, a
Guide Book and a Camper’s
Manual combined.

Price, 50 cents, postpaid

“Uncle Joe Little

THE LIFE AND MEMOIRS
OF JOBEPH RUSSELL LITTLE

BY REV. LEONARD BARTLETT

Cloth, 251 pages, with portrait.
Price, $1.00, postpaid

NOTABLE addition to the literature
A of Methodist biography is this deeply
interesting, entertaining and thor-
oughly life-like pen portrait of “ Unele Joe
Little "—most, famous of lay preachers in
Canadian Methodism, and well worthy to
rank with Billy Bray, Sammy Hick, and
others of the heroes of our Church, Mr.
Bartlett has gathered a wonderful store of
incidents about “ Uncle Joe " from various
sources, but chiefly in Lambton County,
where he was universally known and
beloved. His droll wit is glven full play,
and the story of his wonderful generosity,
his big-hearted service, his devotion to his
Master's work, will well repay the reading.

WILLIAM BRIGGS - Wesley Buildings = TORONTO

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.§.

C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que,
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are made in many styles and sizes—Wood Cooks, Coal
s for either wood or coal, and heaters of

L our Guarantee

workmanship and working q es, goes with each.

The Jas. Stewart Mfg. Co., Limitea

WESTERN WAREMOUSE

WINNIPEG, MAN. Woodstock, Ont.
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