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The Greeting of the New Year.

BY CELIA THAXTER,

The snow lies stiff and white,
At the gate of the glad New Year;
Her face with hope is bright,
Though the wintry wurld is drear.

She smiles with welcome sweet,
She speaks in accents mild :

*“ Enter, with willing feet,
And the heart of a little child.

*“ 8o shall you treasure find,
Better than lands or gold:
Friends that are true and kind,
Love that is wealth untold,
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“Humbly my lessons learn,
So shall you wisdom gain;
Deep peace your soul shall earn
Through the discipline of pain.”

Hark to the New Year’s voice,

With its promise of hope and cheer;
‘ Courage, brave Learts, rejoice !

For God is always near.

“ 8Skies may be dark with storm,
While fierce the north wind blows,
Yet earth at heart is warm,
And the snowdrift hides the rose.”

To Make Our Schools a Success,

In the October Banner three questions
are asked :

1. How to retain the older scholars. I
think there is but one answer to this
question, get them converted in the Sun-
day School before they are older. I
know of very few who were converted as
scholars who left the Sunday School.
What a responsibility on us as teachers.

2. To secure an intelligent interest in:
the study of the Word of God. I think
it would help, if the pastor gave a good
Bible reading, that would include the
subject of the Sunday School Lesson,
every week, even if there was one ser-
mon less.  Ministers ought to be leaders
in this work.

3. Acceptance of a personal Saviour.
This will have to be done by the Holy
Spirit. Let us get the Spirit into the
school, and this will be accomplished.
We can get the Spirit for the asking.

H. HUGHES.
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The New Year.

T HE close of the old year and the be.
ginning of the new is a most fit-

ting time for retrospection and re-
flection.  Then, if ever, should even the
most frivolous bestow a moment’s earnest
thought upon the past, and seek divine
aid to essay the duties of the future.
Standing as we do, in “ the centre of im-
mensities, the conflux of eternities,” all
things conspire to make us feel that our
lives are rapidly sliding away, that they
shall soon have passed for ever. The
Successive New Years are milestones, as
it were, by which we measure our pro-
gress through time,

As travellors who cross the Alps,
climbing the hoary mountains’ sides, gain
broader, ciearer vision, and a wider hori-
zon; as they look back upon the path by
which they have ascended and perceive
that its devious turnings were necessary
to avoid some crevasse or overcome some

difficulty; and as, gaining the summit of
vhe pass, they behold the fertile plains
of Lombardy and the far-shining city of
their pilgrimage; so, to ur, the New

which, looking forward, we may get
clearer views of the end of our journey,
of the goal of our hopes.

Our life's pathway may often seem
rugged and devious, but from the van-
tage-ground of added years we gain wider
horizons, and, «at last, from the supreme
vantage-ground of heaven we may discern
that all life’s devious ways have been
part of God's great plan; that we have
heen led by a way that we knew not, by
a way that we might not have chosen for
ourselves, but by a way that has been
wise and good and true,

At these memorial seasons we are es-
pecially reminded of the shortness of life
and the flight of time. [In Holy Serip-
ture the most fragile and ephemeral
things are chosen to represent the dura-
tion of human existence, Man’s days
are a handbreadth, and his years are as
nothing in the sight of God.” He is like
grass that in the morning flourisheth and
groweth up fresh and fair and gemmed
with dew, but which in the evening, dry
and dead, cut down and withered, strews
the ground. Like the flight of an arrow
through the yielding air, or the gliding
of a keel through the refurning waves,
that leaves no trace behind—like any-
thing most evanescent—such, in the sight
of God, is the life of man.

The Christian Year.

NE of the complaints made concern-
ing the International Lesson Sys-
tem is that it does not sufficiently

recognize the great festivals of the Chris-
tian  year—Christmas, Palm Sunday,
Easter, Ascension, Whitsuntide or Pente-
cost. The system is based upon a wider
and, we think, a wiser principle.  Its pur-
pose is to take the scholars over the
whole of the Old and New Testament
Scriptures in about seven years. In this
course all the events of the Christian year
are fully recognized, and all the Christian
doctrines are inculcated. The lessons
also arrange that appropriate teachings
shall coincide with the two more im-
portant of the Christian festivals, Christ-
mas and Easter. In 1901, however, it
would interrupt the important story o¢
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Israel in Egypt if the lesson on the Pas-
sage of the Red Sea were omitted on the
Sunday before Christmas. The Lesson
System, therefore, gives an optional les-
son for that Sunday—one on the Exodus,
the other on the birth of the Babe of
Bethlehem, Schools, therefore, may take
their choice of these two, or, indeed, may
combine them both, It will be observed
in The Banner there are full notes on both
these subjects. Our own feeling is that
it is better to keep up the historic con-
tinuity of the lessons, as there is no dan-
ger of Christmas being forgotten nor its
hailowed teachings ignored. In song and
festival, in poem and story, in our Sun-
day School papers and Sunday School an-
niversaries this great central fact of
Christendom is sure to be duly recognized.

A Successful Teacher,

~ EW aspects of the life of the late
P W. E. H. Massey were more marked
than his devotion to duty. Some
men born (o affluence, as he was, would
have sought a life of ignoble ease, or of
more ignoble pleasure Not 'so Walter
E. H. Massey. His life has been one
of strenuous toil up to and beyond the
measure of his strength,

Mr. Massey placed first things first. He
recognized the supreme and primary im-
bortance of his duty to God, next his duty
to the family God had given him, and
then his obligation to the vast secular
interests in which he was engaged. While
diligent in business he was fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord, This service
found beautiful expression in his church
relations. He was found, whenever pos-
sible, at the mid-week as well ag the
Sabbatlr services of the church. His
late pastor, the Rev. W, H. Hincks, states
that the first night of his week service
Mr. Massey took his hand and said, *
want you if ever you see anything in my
life or conduct Inconsistent with the
character of a Christian man to tell me.”
He was ever ready to give counsel, sym-
pathy, financial help to the interests of
the church of God and to every worthy
cause. His pastor says :

" As a key to his character let me men-
tion that he was pre-eminently a man of
prayer. This was so marked in his life
and was one of the secrets of his calm
amidst the strenuous life he lived in the
business world. Many of you knew him
25 a man who administered the largest

manufactory of its kind in the Britigh

Empire, touching from his desk Aus-
tralia, Germany, France, Austria, Great
Britain, and this vast Dominion. We
knew him in the evening at his home, and
at his prayer service, where in the church
he touched the throne of God in simple,
direct, earnest prayer. About his prayer
there was always a deep, earnest humility,
tenderness, reverence, and self-efface-
ment. He greatly prized the privilege
of ministering to others in eternal things.
The Bible class on his Dentonia Farm
Farm, at which some seventy of his em-
ployees and friends gathered every Sun-
day during the Summer, was an example
of this.”
A FRIEND TO YOUNG MEN

He was a friend to young men; he
was not satisfied with teaching them on
the Sabbath, but earnestly desired to
reach them in the week, 8o in the recon-
struction of his beautiful home on Jarvis
Street he had a large room speciaily
fitted up for “my boys,” as he called
them, and every Tuesday of each week,
busy as he was, he gave himself up to
entertaining these young men, in which
work he was enthusiastically joined by
his devoted wife. He followed his boys
out into life after they left the city, both
by letter and expressions of love, and
they frequently brought their troubles to
him, and not in vain,

Y
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Sometimes, he told his pastor, he gave
seventeen hours in the week to the study
of his Sunday School lesson. Few
preachers give that time to the prepara-
tion of their two sermons. Yet this busy
man of affairs, carrying on great com-
mercial enterprises, reaching to the very
Antipodes, found time for such earnest
study of the Word of God.

In Walter E. H. Massey the man and
the Christian were more than even the
merchant and manufacturer. He grew
up in a Methodist household, surrounded
by the best and sweetest associations of
Christian family life. The sons of the
household used specially to delight in
paying their tribute of affection to a
mother's love and a mother's devotion.
As a young man Mr. W, E. H. Massey
became identified with Sunday School and
church work. While making a business
tour of the world, and especially while
visiting the sacred scenes of the life and
Jabors of our Lord, he found time to
write home a series of very interesting
and instructive letters to his Bible-class.

A few months ago we invited Mr. Mas-
sey to contribute to a symposium in this
periodical on the best methods of carry-
ing on Sunday School work, especially
of retaining the interests of young men
and securing their perscnal conversion to
God.  Although such a busy man, Mr.
Massey kindly complied with our request,
and his wise counsels and suggestions
were printed in a recent number of this
Sunday School teachers' magazine. In
like manner Mr. Massey contributed also
wise and thoughtful counsels on business
methods to young men in the columns of
The Christian Guardian.

Small wonder that (he tributes of the
pulpit and the press to the memory of
this good man were of the most generous
character. Truly in him are the words
of Scripture fulfilled, “ Being dead, he yet
speaketh.” He rests from his labors, but
his works do follow him.

“The memory of the just
Smells sweet and blossoms in the dust.”

Methodist Magazine and Review
for 1902,

HIS Magazine and Review offers for

1902 the best programme of con-

tents it has ever presented. No
magazine ever published in Canada has
reached like this its fifty-fourth volume.
The leading writers of Methodism, both

at home and abroad, and many others,
will contribute to its pages.

A very full and comprehensive pro-
gramme has been prepared, which is an-
nounced in part in our advertising pages.
It is the purpose of both Publisher and
Editor to make this Magazine and Re-
view a welcome visitor—a bright, cheery,
inspiring and instructive guest in the
Methodist homes of this Dominion.
Please note the special prominence given
to Canadian, Methodist, missionary,
social, and religious toplcs,

The department of the World's Pro-
gress, treating the stirring events of the
times, religious and missionary, and the
trend of religious thought and work, will
be fully treated, and the progre2ss of
sclence,

A lady correspondent of literary cul-
ture and refinement in the United States
writes that it is the best monthly re-
ceived at their house, although they have
the reading of ten of the foremost.

We ask the co-operation of our friends
to aid us by counsel and suggestion in
the still further improvement of this
periodical. One great dependence is, of
course, upon tke ministers, who are its
authorized and official agents. By their
ald its past success has been secured, and
it is confidently hoped that it will share
the prosperity of the growing time of our
country. To aid them in the vigorous
canvass the November and Decembver
numbers will be given free to new sub-
scribers. A liberal scale of premiums
at nominal cost will be offered.

SPECIAL OFFER TO SCHOOLS.

A special reduction is given to schools
taking copies of this Magazine for circu-
lation in their libraries. Two or more
coples 80 taken will be furnished for
$1.60 each. This includes the November
and December numbers free to new sub-
scribers—fourteen numbers for $1.60, or
about 11% cents per number of ninety-
six closely printed, well-illustrated pages.
Many schools have taken this periodical
for several years, some in quantities as
large as ten or more copies. They have
found it more interesting, instructive,
up-to-date, and economical than any
other way of purchasing good literature.

PREMIUMS,

Subscribers so desiring may secure
copies of Withrow's “ Barbara Heck,”
“ Neville Trueman,” “Lawrence Tem-
ple,” or “ Valeria,” at 30 cents each, post
free; regular price, 75 cents.
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Another Year,

BY FRANCES RIDLEY HAV ERGAL,
Another year is dawning !
Dear Master, let it be,
In working or in waiting,
Apother year with thee !

Another year of leaning
Upon thy loving breast,

Of cver-deepening trustfulness,
Of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness
In the shining of thy face.

Another year of progress,
Another year of praise,
Another year of proving
Thy presence * all the days.”

Another year of service,
Of witness for thy love;

Another year of training
For holier work above.

Another year is dawning !
Dear Master, let it be

On earth, or else in heaven,
Another year for thee!

Thoughts for the New Year

BY THE REV. JOSEPH AGAR BEET, D.D,
NOTHER year, with its unknown
joys and sorrows, and its many
opportunities of usefulness and of
spiritual growth, is wupon us; another
New Year, soon in its turn to be num-
bered among the years gone by. The
pressing question of the moment is, How
may we so use the New Year that its
fleeting days and weeks and months shall
produce abiding results of blessing ? Ac-
cept from an old Sunday School teacher
a few words of counsel.

All the best works of man are the ac-
complishment of deliberate and careful
purpose. The best results have been at-
tained by pursuit of a definite aim along
a well-chosen path. And every Sunday

School teacher will do well to ask himself
on the threshold of a new year, what re-
sults do I intend to gain, and by what
methods can I best attain them ?

A dozen or so boys or girls, it may be
young men or women, gather round you
on Sunday afternoon. They have left
their homes to meet you, and you have
left yours to meet them. What do you
wigh to do with them and for them ?
Your immediate aim, as 1 understand it,
is to lead each of them into the con-
scious enjoyment of saving union with
Christ, and into fellowship with the ser-
vants of Christ. A further aim is to de-
velop in them a noble Christian charac-
ter, and to train them for effective ser-
vice of Christ in the various positions
they will occupy in after life. These
aims reach within the veil. You desire
80 to teach that they who learn from you
may, themselves enriched with the reward
of successful work for Christ, be your
crown of rejoicing in the day of the
Lord.

An aim so lofty deserves and demands
sustained and well-directed effort. Let
us consider the means at our disposal for
its attainment. The teacher's chief wea-
pon is religious truth, and especially the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In order that
he may use this weapon he must first
himself grasp it and make it his own.
This can be done only by careful study,
by diligent preparation of each Sunday's
lesson. In your plans for the new year
inciude a scheme for Bible study. On
this matter a few suggestions may be of
use,

Fortunately the helps for Bible study
are now both abundant and cheap. All
that is really needful is a good Teachers’'
Bible, with references, and with “aids”
and maps at the end. If to these the
teacher can add one of the good and
well-known popular commentaries on the
portion of Scripture to be expounded, so
much the better.

The most important point is the method
of study. Make it a rule to read over
every Sunday evening the lesson for next
Sunday, and to read it again each day
during the week. All experience tells
us that in order to gain a firm hold of
truth we need to keep it long before the
mind. Indeed, this unwearied repetition
is one of the secrets of solid scholarship.
An advantage of an early and frequent
reading of next Sunday's lesson is that it
will thus become matter for reflection dur-
ing the week. The teacher will thus
have something to think about in the
many vacant moments which are to be
found in even the busiest lives, and which
otherwise would be wasted. And when
he takes his seat on Sunday afternoon in
the midst of his class he will speak from
the matured thought of the week.
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The teacher needs not only himself togs

know the truth, but so to put it before
his scholars that they will be able tol
grasp it

stantly on the outlook for, and will fre-
quently find, illustrations suitable for his
scholars. The lesson will thus be mixed
up with his whole life, and will become
a living word to them,

This careful preparation of lessons will
bring with it an important collateral ad-
vantage, viz., mental training and the
acquisition of important Bible truth. To
thousands of teachers it has been a won-
derful stimulus to intellectual effort; and
this effort has borne rich fruit in their
spiritual life,

And now most heartily I wish you, my
fellow-workers for the kingdom of God,
a Happy New Year, a year of intellectual
and spiritual growth and of success in
the work of Christ.—Wesleyan Sunday
Schnol Magazine,

—

I stand upon the threshold of two years,
And backward look, and forward strain
my eyes;
Upon the blotted record fall my tears,
While, brushing them aside, a sweet
surprise
Breaks like a day-dawn on my upturned
face,
As I remember all thy daily grace.

Thou hast been good to me; the burdened

past
Thou hast borne with me, and the
future days

Are in thy hands; I tremble not, but cast
My care upon thee, and in prayer and
praise
Prepare to make the coming year the best,
Because of noble work and sweeter rest,

If he has it in his thoughtyt. o)
during the week, and cspecially if he is¥™
endeavoring to gain from his lesson help Booker T. Was|

for his own spiritual life, he will be con- 't *The Doukhobors in Russia and Canada,”

Magazine and Review for December.

¢ This magazine completes its fifty-fourti
ume with an admirable number, [t
includes copiously illustrated articles on
hington and his work,

“Child Wives and Child Widows in
India, and Sir E. Burne-Jones and his
work; also, *“The Romance of the Sav-
ings Banks,” and a number of Christmas
Stories, poems, and pictures. Isabelle
Horton’s stirring serial, * What Happened
to Ted,” is continued. The announce-
ment for 1902 is a strong programme, and
indicates a marked advance in this oldest
Canadian magazine, Among the more
striking features are numerous illustrated
bapers on Canada and its resources, its
storied past, and romantic lumbering and
fishing interests, papers of adventure,
‘ravel, social economics, popular science,
character sketches, missionary adventure,
llustrated papers on art and music, and
the like, with serial and short stories by
well-known writers, November and De-
cember numbers are given free to new
subscribers.

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : S. F, Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

E generally present with the
January number of The Banner
a colored map of the region
treated in the lessons. We have pro-
cured such a map of the journeyings of
St. Paul, which will occupy our attention
during a large part of the first half-year,
That map, however, we shall reserve till
We come to treat the history of the great
Apostle to the Gentiles. We give with
this number a radial map of Palestine,
which will be of more service for the early
lessons of the year. Let teachers and
scholars make constant reference to the
map. They will find such a study very
illuminative of the sacred text.

Descriptive and Explanatory ndex

OF PersoNs, Puaces, INSTITUTIONS, MANNERS AND Customs REFERRED T0 1N THE Lrssons,

Alpheus.—Lesson IL.—Father of that
apostle James who is commonly called
James the Less. Alpheus was husband
of one of the three Marys who ministered
80 lovingly to Jesus.

Andrew.—Lesson I.—A son of Jonas and
brother of Peter. He brought the latter
to Christ.  After the resurrection of our
Lord he appears only in the list of
apostles in Acts 1. 13, Tradition re-
ports him to have preached the Gospel in

Scythia, Greece, and Asia Minor, and to
have been crucified upon a cross in the
form of an X—*“ St Andrew’s cross.”

Bartholomew.—Lesson IL—One of the
twelve apostles. He is supposed to be
identical with Nathanael, mentioned in
John 1. 45-51 and 21, 2, Legends tell
how he introduced the Gospel to India
(Arabia Felix) and Armenia,

“ Breaking bread.”—Lesson IIT.—Most
of the bread of the ancient East was

bid
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baked hard, much like our crackers, It
was never cut with the knife; hence the
frequent use of this phrase. * Every
evening after sundown, at the customary
hour for the principal meal of a Jewish
household, these earliest Christians ap-
pear to have come together to a family
table very much as our Lord and dis-
ciples had done on the memorable night
on which he was betrayed. It was the
chief token and bond of their unity in
Christ. To make the bond tighter by
more formally recalling its basis in his
death who sat no longer at the head of
the board, they closed their meal by
breaking bread as he had done, and had
bidden them do, ‘in remembrance’ of
him.”—J. 0. Dykes.

Cappadocia.—Lesson IIL.—The largest
and most easterly province in the interior
of ancient Asia Minor.

Cretes.—Lesson II.—Cretans; inhabit-
ants of the island of Crete. These Cretes
were of Jewish blood.

Egypt.—Lesson Il.—In our Lord's day
Egypt swarmed with Jews.

Elamites.—Lesson Il.—Inhabitants of
Elam, a country west of Persia proper,
though a province of the Persian em-
pire, having Susa (Shushan) for its capi-
tal. The Elamites here referred to were
Hebrews.

Galilee, Galileans, “ men of Galilee.”"—
Lessons I., II., VIL—The northern pro-
vince of Palestine in the time of our
Lord, and its inhabitants—a large and
populous portion of the country, embrac-
ing the territory of the tribes of Asher,
Issachar, Naphtali, and Zebulun. Recent
scholarship does not sustain the older be-
lief that Galilee was a degraded province,
and that its people were barbarous when
compared with the rest of the Hebrew
race,

“Hour of prayer.”—Lesson IV.—The
hours of public prayer among the Jews
were the third hour, about 9 a.m., and
the ninth hour, about 3 p.m. At the
latter hour especially the temple was
thronged with worshippers.

James.—In verse 13 of Lesson I. the
name “James” occurs three times. The
James who is mentioned between Peter
and John was brother of the latter, and
therefore one of the “sons of Zezedee "
and of Salome. He was surnamed * the
elder” to distinguish him from * James
the son of Alpheus,” whose name appears
in the list after that of Matthew, and
who is commonly called “James the
Less.”

James, the son of Alpheus.—Lesson I.—
Called “the Less” or “ Little.” One of
the twelve apostles. Perhaps his mother
was a sister of Mary, mother of Jesus.

Joel.—Lesson I1.—One of the minor
prophets,

John (the Baptist).—Lesson I.—The
forerunner of Christ, son of Zacharias,
and cousin of our Lord, The sum of his
preaching was repentance; his mission,
to point to the Lamb of God. Shortly
after he had given his testimony to the
Messiah he was imprisoned in the castle
of Machaerus, and was there beheaded by
order of Herod Antipas.

Judas.—Lesson 1.—One of the twelve
apostles, a brother of James the Less:
supposed by some to be the author of
the Epistle of Jude, and a brother of
Jesus,

Libya.—Lesson 1I.—A general name for
northern Africa west of Egypt, but strict-
ly applied to what is now Tripoli.

Mary, the mother of Jesus.—Lesson L—
The wife of Joseph. She lived at
Nazareth, was present at the crucifixion,
and afterward was under the care of the
apostle John.

Matthew.—Lesson I.—The publican who
became an apostle. His history, both be-
fore and after the ministry of Jesus, is
u;)known. The first gospel is ascribed to
him,

Medes.—Lesson  II.—Inhabitants of
Media, a country lying in the north-west
of Persia, south and south-west of the
great salt desert. The Medes here men-
tioned were, like the others named, either
Jews or Jewish proselytes.

Mesopotamia.—Lesson II.—The district
between the Euphrates and the Tigris.
Here many Jews, taken captive by
Nebuchadnezzar, were settled.

Olivet.—Lesson I—The mount of
Olives. A range rather more than a
mile in length running north and south
on the east of Jerusalem, from which it
is divided by the valley of Jehosaphat.
The summit is about three hundred feet
higher than the site of the temple. Olivet
was formerly covered with groves of olive
trees. From its summit “ over against
Bethany " our Lord ascended to heaven,
as narrated by Luke.

Pamphylia.—Lesson I.—A small dis-
trict of Asia Minor between Cilicia and
Lycia. Together with Lycia it formed a
province. The name, All-tribe-land, in-
dicates the varied races of its inhabitants.

Parmenas.—Lesson VIIL.—One of “ the
seven " appointed by the church of Jeru-
salem,

Parthians—Lesson I1I.—Parthia was a
rival of the Roman empire on the east,
extending from the Tigris to India. The
Parthians spoke a dialect of the Perstan
language. In their vast empire there
were at the time of Christ thousands, if
not millions, of Jews, descendants of those
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who had been carried into captivity long
before.

Pentecost.—Lesson I1.—A Jewish feast
which, from the seven weeks’ interval be-
tween it and the passover, was originally
called by the Hebrews the Feast of
Weeks.  But later it was called Pente-
cost, from the Greek words signifying
fiftieth, from the number of intervening
davs 't marked a second wheat har-
vest. That it also commemorated the
giving of the law on Mount Sinai is not,
indeed, said expressly in the Scriptures,
but is generally accepted by biblical
scholars.

Pilate  (Pontius).—Lesson IV.—The
sixth Roman governor of Judea, who de-
livered Jesus to death, He was ap-
pointed A.D. 25, in the twelfth year of
Tiberius. He was a despotic man, and
the turbulence cf the Jews gave him much
trouble.  His political influence at the
Roman court had begun to lessen at the
time of our Lord’s trial.

Thomas.—Lesson 1.—One of the apos-
tles; a man of cautious character, but of
strong devotion. He is said to have
preached in Persia, to have suffered mar-
tyrdom, and to have been buried at
Edessa.

LESSON3 AND GOLDEN TEXTS—FIRST QUARTER,
Studies in the Book of tie Acts.

Lesson 1. Jan. 5.—~Tur Proyise op Powkr, Acts
1:1-11. Study Acts 1 : 1-14. Commit vs, 6-8. (Read ch, L)
GoLDEN TrXT: Acts 1: 8, Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.

2. Jan. 12.—Tuk ProMise or Powgr Futriuen, Acts
2: 111, Study Acts 2:1.21, Commit vs. 2-4. (Read ch, 2;
1-36; Joel 2: 21.32.)  GoubEN TkxT; Acts 2: 89, The pro-

unto you and to your children,

3. Jan. 19.—Tie EArLy ORIsTIAY Cnuren.  Acts 2:
37-47: Commit vs. 37-30. GoLpEN TrxT: Acts 2: 47, The
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved,

4. Jan, 26.—Tue Lawe MaN Heaveo, Acts 3: 1.10,
Study Acts 3:1-16, Commit vs. 6-8. (Read ch.8,) Goup-
N Text: Exod, 15: 2, The Lord is my strength and song,
and he is become my salvation.

6. Feh. 2.—Tux Finst PrrsecurTiON, Acts 4: 1.22,
Study Aots 4: 1 Commt vs. 810. GoLpEN Trxr:
Acts 4:12, There is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.

6. Feb. 9.—Tur Six or Lvivo, Acts 5: 1.11.  Study
Acts 1:33 to5: 11, Commit vs. 3.5, (Read James 3.) Goup-
EN Texr: Eph. 4: 25, Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neighbor,

7. Feb, 16.~Tus SkcoND PERSKCUTION. Acts 5 : 32.42,
Study Acts 5: 25-42. Commit vs, 40-42. (Read ch, 5:
12:24)  Goupex Texr: Matt. 6: 10, Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteousness' sake ; for theirs
is the kinmrom of heaven,

Lesson 8.  Feb, 23 —Tir Arnest OF STRPHEN, Acts
6: 7-17, Study Aots 6 : 1-15, Commit vs, GoLpeN
Texr : Matt. 10: 28, Fear not them which the body,
but are not able to kill the soul,

9. March 2.—Tur ST0ONING oF StepiRy. Aocts T:b4t08:
2. Commit vs. 59, 60, ( ch. 7.) Goubex Texr:
Matt. 5: 44. Pray for them which despitefully use you
and persecute you.

10. March 9. —Tur Discirues Scarrerro, Aots 8 1813,
Study Acts 8:8-17. Commat vs, 3-5, GOLDEN TEXT : Acts
8: 4. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the word,

11. March 16.—Tur Eratorian Covverrep,
20-30. Study Acts 8: 26-40. Commit ve. 84, 35,
Isa. 53.) Gouory Texr: Rom. 10: 10, With the heart
man believeth unto righteonsness : id with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation,

12. March 23. —TkMPERANCR LEssoN, Eph, §: 1121,
Commit vs, 15-13, (Reud ch. 5.) Goupes Texr: Eph. 5:
18.  Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,

13. March 80.—Review. Gonoes Texr: Acts 2: 36,
Therefore let all the hotse of Israel know assuredly that
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified,
both Lord and Christ,

Or, EAster LrssoN, John 20: 6-18. Study John 20:
1-18. Commit vs. 13, 14. Gouoex Texr: John 11: 25,
Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the life.

ORDER OF SERVICES—FIRST QUARTER,

OPENING SERVICE,
1. Siueye
II. Resroxsi  SENTENCES. (Psa. 125,)

Sver, They that trust in the Lorp shall be as
mount Zion,

Scuoou. Which cannot be removed, but abideth
for ever.

Surr.  As the mountains are round about Jerusa.

N,

Scioon. 8o the Loro is round about his people from
henceforth even for ever,

Surr.  For the rod of the wicke@l shall not rest
upon the lot of the righteous ;

Scuoou. Lest the righteous put forth their hands
unto iniquity,

Surr. Do good, O Lorp, unto those that be good,

Scroon. And to them that are upright in their
hearts.

SUPr.  As for such as turn aside unto their crooked

ways,
Scioou, The Lorp shall lead them forth with the

workers of iniquity : but peace shall be
upon Israel,

IIL  SiNaiNe,

1V. Tur TeN CoMMANDMENTS, OR THE APosTLES' ORRED,

. PRAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.

VI SiNaina,

<

CLOSING SERVICE.

. BiNaiNe,

RESPONSIVE SENTENCES, (Psa. 119, 83, 84)

Sver.  Teach me, O Lok, the way of thy statutes;
ScuooL.  And I shall keep it unto the end,

Surr.  Give me understandin, yand 1 shall ki
thy law ; o i

ScHOOL.  Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart,

— e e e
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Tnternational Bible Lessons.

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF THE ACTS.

LESSON I The Promise of Power.

(Ton. 5

GOLDEN TEXT. Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.
Acts 1. 8,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Acts 1.]

[ Comamit to memory verses 6-8.)

Acts 1. 1-11.

1 The former treatise have I made, O The-
opl'i-lus, of all that Je'sus began both to do
and teach,

2 Until the day in which he was taken up,

after that he through the Ho'ly Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had
chosen :
"o whom also he showed himself alive after
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen
of them forty da and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God :

4 And, being assembled together with them,
commanded them that they should not depart
from Je-ru’sa-lem, but wait for the promise of
the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me,

5 For John
ye shall be bapti
many days hence,

baptized with water; but
*d with the Ho'ly Ghost not

6 When they therefore were come together,
they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at
this time restore again the kingdom to Is'ra-el?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you
to know the times or the seasons, which the Fa-
ther hath put in his own power,

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the
Ho'ly Ghost is come upon you: and ve shall be
i unto me both in Je-ru'sa-lem, and in
all Ju-de'a, and in Sa-ma’ri-a, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth,

9 And when he had spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel ;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Gal'i-lee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Je'-
sus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ve have seen
him go into heaven,

1

=
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REVISED VERSION,

The former treatise I made, O Theoph-
ilus, concerning all that Jesus began both
to do and to teach, until the day in which he
was received up, after that he had given
commandment through the Ioly Ghost unto
the apostles who'a he had chosen: to whom
Le also showed himself alive after his pas-
sion by many proofs, appearing unto them
by the space of forty days, and speaking
the things concerning the kingdom of God:
and, being assembled together with them,
he charged them not to depart from Jeru-
salem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father, which, said he, ye heard from me:
for John indeed baptized with water; but
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence,

They therefore, when they were come to-
gether, asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?
And he said unto them, It is not for you to
know times or seasond, which the Father
hath set within his own authority, But
ye shall receive power, when the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ve shall be
my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judwa and Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth. And when he had
said these things, as they were looking, he
was taken up; and a cloud received him out
of their sight. And while they were look-
ing steadfastly into heaven as he went, be-
hold, two men stood by them in white ap-
parel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye looking into heaven? this
Jesus, which was received up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ve beheld him going into heaven.

Home Readings.
M. The Promise of Power. Acts 1. 1-14,
T, Beginning at Jerusalem. Luke 24. 44-53.

W. Christ gives power. Matt. 10, 1-15.

Th. Another Comfo, ter,
F. A Teacher.
S.

John 14, 1-19,
John 4, 20-81,
The 8pirit of Truth, John 15, 17-27,

. The guiding Spirit. John 16, 1-14,
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Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 314,

Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious ;
See the * Man of Sorrows " now,

New Canadian Hymnai, No, 430,
*“Be ye strong in the Lord and the power of
his might 1
Firmly standing for the truth of his Word.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 51.

How firm a foundation, Ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word !

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. The Promise,
What does Luke mean by the “former trea-
tise” ?
Of what did it treat?
Through whom did Christ give commandment
to his disciples?
What were some of the infallible proofs of
Christ's resurrection?
What was the subject of conversation between
Christ and his disciples?
Where were they to wait for the promise of the
Father?
What was this promise ?
2. The Kingdom of God,
How did the disciples show that they did not
understand Jesus?
To what nation was the kingdom of Israel
in bondage? .
What was now the real kingdom of Israel?
Did Jesus answer their question ?
What power were they to receive?
For what mission was it to prepare them?
3. The Ascended Lord,
What was the scene as the disciples looked
up into heaven?
What prophecy did the two men make to the
disciples?
Why were they called men of Galilee?
Where did the ascension take place?
4. The Praying Disciples,
To what city did the disciples return after the
ascension ?
Who made up the company in the upper room ?
With what expectation did they assemble ?
In what spirit did they continue in prayer?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Who it was that promised power (verses
1-4),

Who is the author of the book of Acts?

[Jan, 5,

In what other book had he written about Je-
sus?

With what narrative does Luke say he closed
that former book ?

How many times did Jesus show himself to
his disciples after his resurrection ¥

For how long a period of time?

What proofs of Christ's powe
2. What kind of power (ver

r had they seen?
58).

What sort of power did the apostles think they
would receive?

What kind of a kingdom had they in mind?

Whose power did Jesus offer?

Who would give the right measure of it to
every man?

What should it enable them to do?

What other things mean the same work as
“witnessing” unto Jesus?

What kinds of mission work are here included?
3. Where and how to wait for it (verses 0-11),
How soon would the promise be fulfilled?

Did they know the exact time?

What were they doing while waiting?

In what did this baptism differ from John's
baptism ¥

Who is the Holy Ghost?

Where were they to wait for the power?

How many were present at one time in the
upper room? (Verses 13, 14.)

Questions for Younger Schofars,

Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?

What was his “former treatise”
of Luke,

Whom may Luke have meant by “Theophilus' ?
Perhaps a dear [riend, ¢ rtainly all who lore
God,

What does he first tell them? Of the Lord's
last talk with his disciples,

Why did our Lord want to tell them many
things? Because he was about to leave them.

What did he tell them to wait for? 7The Holy
Npirit,

What did he say they should he? Witnesses.

What inust a witness do ? Tell the truth about
what he knows,

What did the disciples know ?
died and rose again,

While he spoke what did he do? He went up
out of their sight,

Where did they then go?
to wait and pray.

The Lesson Catechism,

(For the entire school,)

Luke.
The gospel

That Jesus

To an upper room

1. To whom did Jesus appear after his resur
rection? 7o his disciples,
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2. During how many days did he appear to
them?  During forty days.
3. What promise did he give? GoLpex TeEXT:
“Ye shall reccive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you.”
. 4. What did he command them to be? Wit-
wess in his name,

THE
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5. What did he do at the end of forty days?
He ascended to hearven,

The Church Catechism.

40. Repeat the Ten Commandments. Ex. 3-17.

41. Into what two tables are these Ten Commandments
divided? The Ter Commandments are usually divided
into the first table, setting forth our duty to God in the
first four Commandments ; and the second table, setting
forth our duty to our fellow-men in the last six.

Five Duties of the Christian,

I. HE 18 10 CArRY oN Ovk Lorp's Doixgs
AND TEACHINGS,
LI that Jesus began both to do and teach.
v i
Mighty in deed and word before God and all
Luke 24, 19,
Greater works than these shall he do: be-
cause I go unto my Father. John 14, 12,
L. HE 1S UNQUESTIONINGLY TO Forrow His
Lorp's LEADERSHIP,
It is not for you to know the times or the sea-
sons, which the Father hath put in his
own power, v, T,
Of that day knoweth no man. neither the
Son. Mark 1
Secret things belong unto the Lol our God.
Deut. 20, 29,
I will guide thee with mine eve. Psa, 32, 8,
IL He 15 10 BE BAPTIZED WitHl THE Hory
GHOST AND wWITH PPOWER,
Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you. v. 8.
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
Joel 2, 28,

the people,

EXPLANATORY

The Acts of the Apostles was written by Luke, the
witnesses and from the author's observations, It is im-
possible to fix beyond question all the dates of this pivotal era,
ad on the following Sunday morning, and the ascension

Our minds are thus directed to those forty delightful
disciples.

‘ Both books were compiled from the accounts of eye

fled on Friday, April 7, A. D, 30, he rose from the de
took place forty days later, on Thursday, May 18,
' days in which the risen Christ associated with his

In demonstration of the and of
power. 1 Cor, 2, 4,
I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me. Phil, 4. 13.
IV. Uk 18 10 Do His Best 1o EVANGELIZE
THE WIDE WoRrLD,
Ye shall be witnesses unto me unto the utter-
most part of the carth. v, 8.
Their sonnd went into all the earth, and
their words unto the ends of the world.
Rea. 10, 18,
Ga ye into all the world and preach the
fiospel. Mark 16, 15,
The Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness, Matt,
24, 14,
V. He 18 10 Exeecr His Lorn 1o CoME AGAIN.
This same Jesus shall so come in like manner.,
v.11
Ye yourselves like unto men that wait for
their lord. Luke 12. 36
I will come again, and rec
myself. John 14, 3.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22, 20.

Spirit

ive you unto

NOTES.
author of the third gospel, about A, D, 63 (probably),

Assuming, as many do, that Christ was cruci-

What strange, decp conversations on things

pertaining to the kingdom of God must the little company of believers have had with their Redeemer! With

a4 his renewed promise of the gift of power !

what wild conjecture must they have received his postponement of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel,
With what awe-struck yearnings must they have beheld him rise

) from Olivet until the cloud received him out of their sight ; and with what a strange mixture of confidence
and anxiety must they have returned to Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy 8pirit ! All this we are

invited to reproduce in our imagination by the very structure of our lesson,
The lesson closes (‘ Additional Study Verses') with the meeting of

open in every direction into infinity,

made with one accord,

Verses 1, 2. The former treatise is the Gos-
pel according to Luke, which, like this book, was
dedicated to Theophilus, In his preface to the

Avenues of thought and fancy

gospel Luke gives three reasons for writing it:
that others had taken the same work in hand;
that he had peculiar opportunities of knowing

1 our Lord’s apostles, his relatives, and ““ the women,” in the upper room where prayer and supplication were
|
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the truth; and that he desired to complete the
instruction of Theophilus, who, from the phrase
“most excellent” with which he is titled in Luke
1. 3, we infer to have been in some peculiar way
a representative man, The last two reasons,
and the fact that the gospel record is not com-
plete without some of the events here recorded,
explain why he wrote this book also. Jesus in
person began both by deed and word a work
which was to be car Lon by his apostles, “This
second book appears intended to give us, and
does, in fact, profess to give us, that which Je-
8us continued to do and teach after the day in
which he was taken up”—that is, the day of his
ascension, which is described in verses 9-11 of
this lesson, Through. By the inspiration of,
Commandments, singular in the original ; a spe-
cial injunction or 'ge. The apostles whom

he had chosen ave named in verse 13 of thig les. '

son, all but Judas,

3. To whom also he showed himself alive,
“He presented himself before him." His pas-
sion. Ilis suffe rings, including his death, Many
infallible proofs.  The Revised Versi n omits
“infallible.” "There is but one word in the Greek
here, and it has the force of certainty, For
being seen we have in the Revised Ver ion the
word “appearing.” The Greek indicates that e
was not with them constantly. Of them is an
antique form for “ly them.”  Forty days means
through forty days. At intervals during that
period our Lord showed himself. The Revised
Version makes the meaning plainer by inserting
the words “by the space of.”  This is the only
¢ which tells us how long after the resur-
rection the ‘ension came, Npeaking of the
things pe rtaining to the kingdom of God, These
ings" were the topic of all the conversation
between our risen Master and his disciples, “The
kingdom of God" includes the whole Christian
dispensation, its message, progress, and econ-
omy."

4. Being assembled together.  The Greek
phrase nieans “eating salt together,” and carries
in it not only the idea of association at table, but
of friendship.  Commande d them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, “Behold, 1
send the promise of my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high" (Luke 24,
49; see also John 11, 16).  Wait for the prom-
ise of the Father John 14, 16, 26; 15. 26,
Ye have heard of me. “From me.”

5. John truly baptized with water, With this
entire verse compare Luke 3. 16, RBut ve shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Tt is not like-
Iy that the apostles understood how they were

[Jan. 5,

to be “baptized with the Holy Ghost.” They
Lad been taught by their holy writings (our Old
Testament) that the Holy Spirit resting upon
men fitted them for extraordinary achievements
for God's cause, They doubtless expected to be
thus specially fitted, but further than that it is
not likely they knew, The not many days of
delay proved to be ten in number,

6. The meeting of verse ¢ was probably the
last meeting of our Lord and his disciples, near
to Bethany, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel? “The disciples had
not yet unlearned theip notions of a temporal
kingdom.” Oup Lord had interwoven his prom-
ises of the gift of the Holy Ghost with the prom
ises of his own departure, so that they clearly
understood that the present opportunity for
familiar intercourse could not he protracted ;
and, as since the resur rection they could have no
further doubt that Jesus was in the fullest sense
King of the Jews, this question was most nat-
ural.

7. It is not for you to know the times or the
scasons.  (See Mart, 24, 36.)  This is a dif-
ficult lesson for Christians to learn, There has
been a strong tendency in all ages of the Church
to unry vsteries and make out pro-
grams for him to follow, But the future the
Father hath put ia his own power, The force
of the word “own" “private,” “personal,”
“apart,”

8. But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you. The precise
character of that power was as yet unknown to
them.  Ye shall be wit e8ses unto me . , , unto
the uttermost part of the earth, As his eleven
chosen ones, they fully expected to be the “wit-
nesses," advocates, lieutenants, amba sadors of
the King of the J. 8, but our Lord here again
points to the larger conception of the Christian
dispensation, They are to begin their work in
Jerusalem, the capital of their nation, then to go
through Judea, which may here comprehend al}
Hebrew Palestine, then to Samaria, that abom-
inable region of impostors, and then throughout
heathendom, Manifestly the apostles had g
larger task on hand than to rest re a kingdom
—they were to found a holy Church throughout
all the world,

9. While they beheld, he was taken up. Luke's
other account of the ascension, Luke 24, 50.53,
should be carefully compared with this. The
ascension is briefly reported by Mark, but is not
recorded by the other evangelists. It is alluded
to by Paul, Eph. 4. 9, 10; 1 Tim. 8. 16,

10. They looked steadfastly toward heaven.
Cazed with the closest attention. Two men
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stood by them in white apparel,
men evidently,

11. Ye men of Galilee, A natural mode of ad-
dress in a country and at a time when each prov-
ince had its peculiarities of accent and attire,
and when there was much provincial pride. We
have seen in other lessons that Galileans were
readily recognized, Why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? wlequate answer to this question
cannot be given without involving the entire
Christian doctrine and dispensation, They were
gazing into the past. This is God’s call to them
to gaze into the future, 7his same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come

Supernatural
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in like manner as ve have scen him go into
heaven, The mey ning that most readers coming
fresh upon this bassage would take from it is
that he is to come again visibly in his glor; 1
body. But concerning “the second coming” God
has left more unrevealed than he has told us,

12-14. The return from Olivet to Jerusa-
lem and the continued prayer service in the up-
ber room of the private house engaged in by the
apostles here named, the women who had aec-
companied and ministered to Jesus, and the
“brethren” of our Lord, form a fit conclusion to
this singularly interesting story of the ascension
of our Lord,

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

THE PROMISE GIVEN,

Before his crucifixion Jesus had said to his
disciples, “After I am risen again, I will go be-
fore you into Galilee” (Matt, 26, 32). After
his resurrection he sent them a reminder of this
promise by the women to whom he appeared :
“Go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee,
and there shall they see me" (Matt. 28, 10).
From Matt 28, 16 we learn that Jesus had ap-
pointed a certain mountain in Galilee as the
place of meeting.  On account of their unbelief
the disciples were slow to keep the ti with
their Lord, Finally, however, they repaired to
the place appointed. ' hen and there this prom-
ise was made ; “And, hehold, I send the promise
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high” (Luke 24, 49). The promissory
method occupies a large place in the divine econ-
omy. = God is ever leading on to “some better
thingY  The call to Abraham was energized
by a group of promise which must have fairly
startled him (Gen, 12, 1-3). What enlargement
to the scope of his life's influence! is faith
attested to him the “substance of things hoped
for,” and he wrought with a power horn of the
consciousness of present possession. During the
forty years of wanderings in the wilderness the
picture of the land flowing with milk and honey
was kept continually before the minds of the
people.  The Old Testament dispensation closes
with the promise of the coming Elijah. In the
New Testament dispensation the method is the
same. Peter puts it well: “Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises :
that by these ve might be partakers of the di-
vine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust” (2 Pet. 1. 4). To
the traveler over life's dusty highway the prom-

ise of heaven is an unfailing benediction. “It
o'ersweeps all pains, all tears, all time, all fears,”
Well, indeed, has the pen of inspiration char-
acterized its influence as “the power of an end-
less life.” The New Testament closes with a
comforting promise to those who agonize for the
coming of the kingdom. John's vision of a new
heaven and a new e 'th still leads on the ran-
somed hosts, “Magnificent promises are al-
ways to be suspected,” says one whose experi-
ence had taught him to distrust his felloy It
is often so with man's Promises. It is never so
with God's. Jesus knew the divine method. Ife
exemplified it in thus dealing with the disciples,

POWER THE DEFINITE STIPULATION.

From the beginning God intended that man
should be a ereature of power, The moment he
comes forth from the hand of his Maker a des-
tiny of power is set before him, “Iave domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over every living thing that moy-
eth upon the earth” (Gen, 1, 28), “Sent into
the world to be a growing and exhaustless force.”
In spite of man's recreancy God's gracious pur-
pose for him remains unchanged through the
ages. It is the same on the day of Pentecost
as on the day of creation, God's call to his
child is a call to +he exe of power. “A
little lower than ' . angels,” or, as in the Re-
vised Version, “but little lower than God"—
this is God's rating of man. “What a piece
of work is man! how noble in reason: how
infinite in faculty! in form and moving how
express and admirable! in action how like an
angel! in apprehension how like a God! the
beauty of the world! the paragon of animals!"
It is a solemn thought that few of us exercise
the full power our Father offers us,
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THE PURPOSE OF THE WAITING,

Note that the power promised was a power
to be received, They were to tarry at Jerusa-
lem until it came, Not in a purely passive state,
however, Their attitude was to be that of ex-
pectant, agonizing prayer. All the soul's activ-
ities must be enlisted in such an undertaking.
No effort can be more intense, And yet the
purpose of the waiting was to develop simply
a readiness to receive that whicy had been prom-
ised.  “I'repare ye the way of the Lord” was
the purport of the directions given. The way
once prepared, all the res* was assure Capac-
ity is vital in the law of development. The chief
problem in education is to enlarge the capacity
to receive—to lead out the mind—to draw out
its latent powers to the point of conscious con-
tact with other minds and their achievements,
860 that it shall appropriate to itself, This is
preeminently true of eulture in spiritual things,
Capacity to receive is fundamental in Christian
experience, It is, indeed, the only limit upon
the soul's growth Godward. It is amazing that
80 many good people overlook this simple prin-
ciple.  How often do we hear God supplicated
for the baptism of the Holy Spirit as though
he were unwilling to bestow jt! This is in no
sense a proper prayer. Here preeminently
“prayer is not conquering God's reluctance, but
taking hold of God's willingness.” The words
of our Lord leave us in no doubt as to God's
attitude, “If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children: how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him” (Luke 11. 13).
God gives to all of his children at every moment
of their lives just as large a measure of hj Spir-
it's presence as there is capacity to receive, It
is not needful, therefore, that God be persuaded
to bestow the Spirit. It is only needful that
prayer be made for capacity to receive that
which he ever stands ready to give,

Thoughts for Young People,

1. The verity of the resurrection of Christ
should be emplasized, Skepticism pervades our
mental atmosphere as deadly contagion some-
times pervades the air, Unadvertised and not
gnarded against, it works Let us emphas
the cardinal truths of our faith, It was by “in-
fallible proofs” that Christ “showed himself
alive” after his passion. ivery Lord’s Day is a
commemoration of the first Rastertide,

2. The Christian’s present duty is on earth,
not in heaven. Even measured by human wis-
dom, the angels’ question was a sensible one,

HOOL BANNER,

|Jau, 5,

Stargazers never accomplish much, Meditation
and study are ne essary ; but the Christian's life
is a life of activity, a life of missionary aggres-
siveness, a life of earnest struggle for the right,
John and Peter and their associates had to turn
from the dazzling cloud and the vanishing form
of their Saviour to a world of unbelievers w ho
were to be converted by means of their words
and appeals and prayers. Let us not ignore
our great privilege of gazing at times through
the open clouds at our glorified Saviour, but let
us also heed the words of the angel, and turn
from that inspiring vision with new force to our
glorious task as Christian workers,

3. The Christian rece ives power from on high.
Without it he is of no account in the task of
turning the world to God, Use Dr. Arthur's il-
lustration of the locomotive, and secure con-
sciously the presence of divine power in your
own heart,

4. The apostles were mistaken in their unde r-
standing of the divine re velation, It is foolish
and wrong for one Chri tian to be uncharitable
toward another Christian who conscientiously
understands the Bible differently from himself,
Even John and Peter and Paul grossly misunder-
stood Scripture til] they were divinely guided
to its right meaning, It s true that errors of
doctrine lead easily to errors in practice, and
often to sin; and we should shirk no effort to
thoroughly understand God's written message,
But let us remember that no study is profitable
without that profound endowment of the Spirit
of God which warms the heart while it enlight-
ens the eyes; and let us be charitable to all
who honestly differ from us,

5. The second coming of our Lord, Good
men sometimes forget that the brief statement
of verse 11, so full of meaning to us all, was
made almost immediately after our Lord’s state-
ment, “It is not for you to know times or sea-
sons.” It is possible to spend too much time
and too ondite study in endeavors to ascer-
tain precisely when and precisely how our Lord
will come. Let us calmly believe the words of
Seripture and recognize that the most important
thing for us is to have our Lord with us every
moment of our lives; then no surprise can be
disaster,

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,

PRELIMINARY NOTE,
According to our practice, we will group our
suggestions around a few words, which may he
easily memorized by the teacher in preparation,
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and readily recalled in the teaching process, dur-
ing which time there is very much gained by
being able to look the pupils in the face while
questioning them. Our memory word for this
quarter will be “Hints,” and we will arrange
our outlines as follow

HISTORY.
I NTRODUCTION.
NARRATIVE.

T RUTH EMPHASIZED.
STUDY IN ADVANCE,

HISTORY,

While it is not helpful to spend much time in
intermediate classes on the historical connec-
tion, teachers should always aim to have the
history clearly in mind, for two reasons First,
for their own sakes. It is always very helpful
to be able to place events in their proper rela-
tionship, Second, so as to be able to dispose of
any question connected with the history of the
lesson, that may come up in the class,

INTRODUCTION,

In the Hints for May 12, 1901, the teacher
was advised to have the pupils learn the answers
to the following questions concerning the writing
of the book of the Acts:

H

HE
BY HOM

HY?

Rapidly drill the members of the class in the
answers to these questions,

£ ?
?

NARRATIVE.

Instead of constantly seeking for something
unknown to the learners, expert teachers always
welcome the opportunity to review, and thus to
reimpress, that with which their pupils are al-
ready acquainted, Therefore, we will use our
Scripture narrative as a summary of the life
of Jesus, which may be divided and questioned
upon somewhat as follows :

1. Jesus’s works and words (verse 1). By
rapid questioning have the class give some of the
principal doings and sayings of Jesus. (The
interest in and the profit derived from this ex-
ercise will depend on the preparation which the
teacher has made to ask stimulating questions.)

2. The passion of Jesus (verse 3). Explain
the meaning of the word “passion,” and in ac-
cordance with the suggestions of the preceding
paragraph question concerning the sufferings
and the crucifixion of Jesus.
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3. The forty days (verses 3-8). Ask: What
was done with the body of Jesus after the cru-
cifixion? How long did it remain in the tomb?
What took place on the Sunday after the cru-
cifixion? What do we call that day? How
long did Jesus remain on the earth after the
resurrection? To whom did be appear? How
many times in all” What did he say to his
disciples during one of these appearances? Have
some one read aloud verses 4-8, (See Luke
24, 43-49.)

4. The ascension (verse 9). Ask: What does
this word mean? When did Jesus ascend? From
what mount? To what place? How? Where
is Jesus now? What is he doing for us? (See

Heb. 7. 25, and recall the lesson for June 2,

1901,)

5. Christ’s second coming (verses 10, 11),
Wiio appeared to the disciples as Jesus as-
cended?  What did they say? What do these
words mean? While we do not know when or
iwhere Jesus vill return to earth, we should be
comforted with the thought that he will surely
come again, and we should so teach.

TRUTH EMPHASIZED,

Have each member of the class tell what ought
to be done for such a person as the one whose
life we have thus hastily considered. Endeavor
to make Jesus real to the pupils, and try to get
them to talk naturally about him. Make the
best possible use of the answers given—com-
mending what is good and correcting what is
objectionable. Finally, have each one sum up
the lesson teaching in this resolution :

BECAUSE OF WHAT HE IS AND DOES,
I WILL

Witk FOR JESUS.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to learn all they can during
the week about Pentecost. If they are accus-
tomed to draw, ask them to make a map of the
countries surrounding the Mediterranean Sea.
and to mark thereon the places named in verses
9-11 of next Sunday’s lesson,

By Way of Illustration.
‘BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

“Both to do and teach.” Verse 1. Jesus con-
nected his teaching with his miracles, which is a
lesson to Christian workers, When he sent his
disciples out he said to them, “Heal the sick;
preach the Gospel.” Medical missionary work,
which combines healing and preaching, has

e ——
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proven to be an effective agency in the spread
of the Gospel,  When the lawyer came to Christ
asking what he should do to inherit eternal life
and showed that he was acquainted with the law,
Christ pointed out to him the wounded travelep
on the Jericho road, and his duty to the men
wio were in need, On the night of the Lord's
Supper Le washed the feet of his disciples, thus
teaching humility by example as well as by
precept.  We can best teach what we have done,
Preaching and practice complement each other,

“Speaking of the things pertaining to the king-
dom of God,” Verse 3. In the Cologne Cathe-
dral hangs the original pencil dry wving of the
cathedral, by Gerard, made about 1250. e put
into existence plans whose fulfillment woulq re-
quire centurjes of labor, The work was begun,
but war and political changes left it unfinished,
For several centuries the plans disappeared,
Then, having been found, work was again begun
in 1830, almost Six hundred years after the plans
were made, and the cathedral was carried to com-
pletion. Jesus was going on now to carry ont
the plans formed from the foundation of the
world, and begun by him during his bodily life,
The new kingdom is wondrously beautiful, but
is not yet completed.—Seleet Notes,

“But wait,” rse 4. Jesus spent thirty
years in preparation for the work of three, Paul
Spent three years in the wildernes: preparing
for the active lif Every sec-
ular profession and business makes its demana
for breparation, A Young minister said to Mr,
Spurgeon concerning the preparation of one of
his sermons, ] threw that off in twenty min-
utes.” “Youp audience was with you in that,”
answered Mry, Spurgeon, “for they threw it off
in twenty minutes.” “No time is lost in sharp-
ening the scythe; the prelude on the grindstone
makes a quicker harvesting, "Tuni
ments is the way to the best music

Verses 7, 8. The little child in the home
would no doubt like to be taken into al) the coun-
cils which the father and mother have, hut often
it must Le content to know Jjust its duty with
assurance of help in doing it and the place
where it must ho done, This was Jjust the knowl-
edge granted to the disciples, In the new king-
dom they were to he pot princes, nor prime
ministers, hut witnesses. This is the perpetual
office of Christ’s people. A herald is the voice
of a message, and therefore may or may .0¢
have g personal interest in his work ; but a wit-
ness is the voice of an experience and must
know whereof he speaks,

The order in which promise and command oe-
cur here shows how graciously Jesus considered

of an apostle,

g the instru.
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the apostles’ weakness, Not a word does he say
of their task of witnessing till he has filled their
hearts with the promise of the Spirit, He shows
them the armor of power in which they are to
be clothed, before he points them to the battle-
tield.—MeLaren,

Verses 10, 171, I saw a “ompany of people on
the pier in Halifax watching the outgoing of
an ocean steamer, and they did not tury, away
their gaze, even when it had vanished, keepiny
their eyes on the horizon where last they had
seen it. The gaze of the disciples must have
been prompted by love, and it was rewarded by
an angel message, But heavenward g must
be exchanged for earth’s duty, The disciples
had to come down from the Mount of Transfig-
ration to share and relieve earth's mis P

A Christian Woman who received g great bless-
ing went again and again to the place where
she had received it, She thought it was given
to prepare hep for death, and hoped to go o
heaven from that sacred room, But her pastor
told her the hles ing was given as a preparation
for service, Within a short time she was called
to an office of gregt sponsibility in the mis.
sionary society of her Church,

—

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

BY MRS, g, II. KNOWLES,

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God.” Do You catch the deeper meaning of
that precions saying of Jesus? | wish I could
unfold it before you as it speaks to me, How
greatly to be coveted is this simple, believing,
open, receptive heart that sees God in every
thing! He longs to have us see him, From the
days of Eden until now he has been seeking to
reveal himself, AJ the lessons of the year that
we have studied in the Old Testament have
broved this. And now in this last revelation of
himself through the Holy Spirit, he makes
may I say it?—a final effort to reach our hearts
and make us see and understand him, 7T
natural man peceiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him :
neither can he know them, because they are spir-
itually discerned,” “Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath prepared for them
that love him, But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit.” The things of the Spirit
of God are God's thoughts toward us : they are
really the only things worth knowing ; they in-
clude his thoughts of us in the creation of this
beautiful worlq for our present dwelling; his
thoughts of us in the capacities he hag given
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us of body, mind, and spirit; his thoughts of us
in redeeming us from sin through Jesus our
Saviour, The things which God hath prepared
for them that love him! What height and
depth, what length and breadth of wonder, beau-
ty, blessing are in these things revealed to us by
his Spi And we never really see any of them
in their true significance until they are so re-
vealed. “We never find God through nature,
but we find nature through God.”

“Earth's crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God;
But only he who sees takes of his shoes—
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries,”

Only the pure in heart see God in all that he has
made,

In our lessons of last year we read, “The
earth was without form, and void ; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God moved pon the face of the waters,”
Desolation, emptiness, darkness ; order, beauty,
light, and life from the overbrooding, all-pervad-
ing Spirit.  As it is in the creation of the mate-
rial world, so in the re-creation of our spir-
itual nature. He js the renewing, re-creating
Force which brings order, beauty, light, and life
into human hearts empty, dark, and desolate
through sin. From the time the morning stars
first sang together the Holy Spirit has been in
the world and has spoken to the hearts of men,
Old Testament history has many illustrations
of this. But as there was a day when the eternal
Son of God was born upon earth so there was a
day when God the Spirit came to abide with us,
and to do a special work in human hearts which
he alone can do, So very essential it is to your
really knowing God, and the things that are
freely given to you of God, that you should open
your mind and heart to the coming of the Spirit
in you, personally and individually, that I do
most earnestly p you may study these lessons
with a devout burpose to learn as much as you
can understand of what they teach, Indeed, 1
hope you muy learn far more than you can un-
derstand ; for in the work and mission of the
Holy Spirit there is life and light and love and
blessing which “passeth understanding,”

Jesus said, 1 have many things to say to
you which you cannot hear; but the Spirit will
guide you into al] truth, He will take of mine
and show it unto you.” He said the Spirit would
reveal to us our sin. We never know how really
vile sin is until we see it as God sees it. He said
the Spirit would show us that the one great
sin is not to helieye in Jesus the Saviour, that
We are not condemned because we have a sinful
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nature, which really we cannot help, but we are
condemned for not believing in the Saviour who
died to save us from sin. He said the Spirit
would show us this Saviour, and show us that
Satan is a conquered foe whom we need not fear
80 long as we take refuge in the Redeemer who
has conquered him. He said the Holy Spirit
would be our Comforter, to stand by us, uphold
us, strengthen us, and fill us with sweet peace,

That which most fills us with wonder is that
Jesus said it was really better that he himself
should go away, so that the Spirit might come,
That must be an unspeakable blessing indeed
which is better than the visible, human presence
of the Lord Jesus, These wonderful days of
Pentecost prove that it was better, Transforma-
ticns were wrought by the power of the Spirit in
the men and women who had been with Jesus in
the intimacy of friendship for years. The mir-
acle of conversion and regeneration in millions
of souls since that day proves it, There are
signs and wonders through the Spirit in mission-
ary lands now, equal to those early days of the
church in Jerusalem, The book of the “Acts of
the Apostles” is not finished. We gre living
in the age of the dispensation of the Spirit. Wil
you open your heart to him 80 that he may take
of the things of Christ and show them to you?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Two good outlines are suggested for this les-
Son on page 21 of the Lllustrative Notes, A
very simple and effective one is that of he
Lesson Homily :” The Proof ; The Promise The
Power. ... Two others will be found, one in the
Intermediate Series of Lesson Helps, and one in
the Senior....What has the Church on earth
while its head ig in heaven? 1, Knowledge of
the Word ; 2. The Forgiveness of Sins: 3. Power
from on High; 4. The Spirit of Testimony ;
5. The Certainty of a Risen Christ ; 6, The Ex-
pectation of a Returning Christ. «..The as-
cended Jesus is: 1, The glorious King of heaven,
and we are, or ought to be, his servants. 2, He
is a gracious intercessor and advocate with the
Father. 3. He is a4 companion and helper. “Lo,
I am with you alway.”

Optional Hympns,

How firm a foundation,

O holy Saviour.

Since Jesus ig my friend,

Far out on the desolate billow.,
fe in the arms of Jesus,
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Praise the Lord!

Jesus lives,

Lift up your hearts to things above.
When in the tempest he'll hide me.
There’s not a ray of sunshine,

Library References.
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES, B.D.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.—The best critical
commentary on the Acts is by Paton J.
Gloag, D.I).  The best brief exegetical commen-
tary is by I M. Lindsay. The best ex-
position is by G. I\ Stokes, D.D., in the K-
positor's Bible.  Other hooks of value are:
Stifler, lutroduction to the Aets; Clark, Har-
mony of the Acts; Farvar, Early Days of Chris-
tianity. With this little library and the Illus-
trative Notes the Bible student will derive much
profit from the study of the lessons in the hook
of Acts,

THE ASCENSION OF Curist.—Milligan's Ag-
cension of Our Lord is the Iatest and most sat-
isfactory hook on the subject,

THE ProMmise oF Tie Hony Seirit.—Hare,
Mission of the Comforter. Dunn, Mission of the
Npirit. Scribmer, Pray for the Holy Spirit, Kuy-
per, Work of the Holy Spirit,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 3. llotson, John, Works, vol. viii,
page 308. Barrow, Isaac, Works, vol. ii, page
481.  Vaughan, University Sermons, page 97.
Homiletic Review, vol. xxxviii, page 230,

Verse 5.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. i
449, G05.  Free Church Pulpit, vol. iii, page

Verse 8—The Homiletic Review, vol. xviii,
page 420: vol, xxvii, page 334: vol. xxx, page
240.  The Treasury, vol. iv, page 343. Baker,
Living Waters, page 146, People’s Church Pul-
pit, page 145. Newman, J. H., Sermons, vol. ii,
page 440. Banks, Fisherman and His Friends,
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pages 161, 172, Liddon, Faster Nermons, vol. ii,
page 250,

Verse 9.—Edmondson, Short Nermons, page
411, Banks, Fisherman and His Friends, y
181. Tillotson, John, Works, vol, viii, page 3
Payson, Works, vol. iii, page 11 Farrar, Fall
of Man, page 76, Burrell, Spirit of the Age,
page 370,

Verse 10.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. vi, page
). Farrindon Sermons, vol. ii, page 447,

4

Verse 11.—Chalmers, Thomas, Sermons, vol.
i, page 150,

Blackboard.,
BY THOMAS G. ROGERS.

sHALL Rfp
O Work
ENDURE

?Q/RE{("\EMDEN
HAVE R ECEIVED ?
A RGCERSD

Against the declaration of Jesus we set the
searching question of St. Paul, “Have ye re-
ceived power?” The privilege is inestimable, and
embraces all a follower of the Lord needs to per-
form his work and do his will; but how many
can claim it with unfaltering faith and purpose
Let us remember that if power is received it
must be used : power can only be retained when
it has an avenue for operation. If we are willing
to be doers and pray to be equipped and strength-
ened the Holy Spirit shall not be long withheld.

Coloring.—Upper and lower line, white and
purple: “power,” red; remainder, white,
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LESSON II. The Promise of Power Fulfilled.

[Jan. 2.

GOLDEN TEXT. ‘The promise is unto you, and to your children. Acts 2. 89,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Acts 2. 1-86; Joel 2. 21-82,)
Acts 2, 1-11. [ Commit to memory verses 2-4.)

1 And when the day of Pen'te-cost was fully
r'?m--. they were all ‘with one accord in one
place,

2 And suddenly there came a sound from

REVISED VERSION,

1 And when the day of Pentecost was now
come, they were all together in one place,
2 And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were
8 sitting. And there appeared unto them

Nea
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heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting.

4 And  there appeared unto them cloven
(t)uguvu like as of fire, and it sat upon each of
them.

4 And they were all filled with the Ho'ly
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance,

5 And there were dwelling at Je-ru'sa-lem
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under
heaven,

G Now when this was noised abroad, the mul-
titude came together, and were confounded, be-
cause that every man heard them speak in his
own language.

T And they were all amazed and marveled,
saying one to another, Behold, are not all these
which speak Gal-i-le'ans?

8 And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were horn?

9 Par'thi-ans, and Medes, and E'lam-ites, and
the dwellers in Mes-o-po-ta’mi-a, and in Ju-
de'a, and Cap-pa-do’ci-a, in Pon’tus, and A'sia,

10 Phryg'i-n, and Pam-phyl'i-a, in E'gypt,
and in the parts of Lib'y-a about Cy-re'ne, and
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

11 Cretes and A-ra'bi-ans, we do hear them
spw'lk in our tongues the wonderful works of
God.
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tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and
it sat upon each one of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and be-
gan to speak with other tongues, as the Spir-
it gave them utterance,

Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven. And when this sound was heard,
the multitude came together, and were con-
founded, because that ey man heard them
speaking in his own language. And they
were all amazed and marveled, saying, Be-
hold, are not all these which speak Gal-
ileans?  And how hear we, every man in
our own language, wherein we were born?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and the
dwellers in Mesopotamia, in Judwa and Cap-
padocia, in Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia
and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of
Libya about Cyrene, and sojourners from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabians, we do hear them speaking in
our tongues the mighty works of God.

=
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Home Readings.
M. The Promise of Power Fulfilled. Acts 2, 1-21.
Tu. Peter's testimony. Acts 2, 22-36.
W. The prophecy. Joel 2. 21-32,
Th. Power of the Gospel.  Rom, 1., 9-16,
F. Life by the 8pirit. Rom. 8, 1-14,
S. The Spirit of Might. Eph, 3. 13-21.
8. Gifts by the Spirit. 1 Cor, 12, 4-13,

Lesson Hymuns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 21.
Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,
Let us thine influence prove ;
Source of the old proghetic fire,
Fountain of life and love.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 19,
Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all thy quickening powers ;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 380,
Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With light and comfort from above :
Be thou our guardian, thou our guide !
O'er every thought and step preside,

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost.

What made this a peculiarly appropriate time
for the baptism of the Holy Ghost?

What were the outward manifestations of the
Spirit?

What particular gift was bestowed upon them ?

For what was this gift eviden.y given?

2. The Preaching of Peter,

To what extent was the world represented in
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost?

What occasioned so much surprise among those
who heard and saw the disciples?

Questi foe Ink diate Schol
1. How the power came (verses 1, 2),

For what did the disciples wait?

Was it only for the day to come, or also the
proper spiritnal condition?

What are some advantages in Christians meet-
‘ng togriher?

Whs: is the necessary condition of a success-
ful prayer meeting?

From what place did the Spirit come?

In what measure?

Did the disciples expect him on this day?

2. What the power was like (verses 3, 4).

What vas the sound of his coming?

What was seen?

How many oi them received the power ?

What two mighty forces are here combined
in a visible form?

What miraculous power was given?

How is this translation of the Gospel now
accomplished ?
3. Who were benefited by the power (verses

5-11).

What had brought the Jews scattered in every
nation together at Jerusalem?

What was the character of these visiting Jews?
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What proof of divine power did they witness?

How many different languages were probably
represented ¥

Who explained the occurrence and preached to
them?

What prophet had foreseen this?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

How long did the disciples wait for the gift
of the Spirit? 7Ten days.

When did it come? On the day of Pentecost.

What is this sometimes called? 7The feast of
first fruits,

What day of ours is it like? Our Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

How long after the Passover feast did it come?
Fifty days.

Where were the disciples on the day of Pente-
cost? Inan upper room in Jerusalem.

What were they doing? Praying and wait-
ing.

What did they hear? A great sound like wind.

What did they see? A bright light like tongues
of fire,

What did they feel? A strange power within
them,

What did Peter say of it? That it was the
Holy Spirit spoken of by Joel the prophet.

Why is the Holy Spirit like a wind? He can
be felt, but not seen,

Why is he like a fire? Because he burns up
sin.
Why is he like a tongue? He gives power to

speak for Jesus, FR——

The Lesson Catechism,
(I'or the entire school.)
1. On what day did the Spirit descend upon
the disciples? On the day of Pentecost.
2. How long was this after Christ's ascen-
sion? Ten days,
3. In what form did the bpirit descend? In
tongues of fire.
4. What was the effect upon the disciples?
They spoke in other tongues.
5. Who heard them speak in other tongues?
Jews from cvery land,
6. Who spoke to the people that came togeth-
er? Simon Peter,
7. What is the GoLpex Trxr? “The promise
is unto you, and to your children,”

The Church Catechism,

42. What are the duties to God enjoined in the first
table of the Ten Commandments? The duties enjoined
in the first table are the acknowledgment and service
of the only true God ; his worship in spirit and truth,
without superstitious and idolatrous forms ; reverence
for his name ; and observance of the day set apart for
religious rest and worship,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Gift of the Holy Ghost,

L. A Grer FrROM Gop,
From heaven, v, 2,
The Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, John 15, 26.
Your heavenly Father give the Foly Spirit
to them that ask him. FLuke 11, 18,
I1. Tue S16N oF THE Winp,
A sound as of a rushing mighty wind, v, 2
When thon hearest the sound, bestir thy-
self. 2 Sam. 5. 24,
The Lord passed by, and a great and strong
wind rent the mountains, 1 Kings 19, 11,
ITI. TuE 816N OF T™HE Figg,
Tongues like as of fire. v. 3.
The spirit of judgment, and the spirit of
burning. Isa. 4, 4,
He is like a refiner's fire, Mal. 3. 2,

IV. Tue 816N oF e ToNaUEs,
They began to speak with other tongues.
v. 3 4.
The Holy Ghost came on them, and they
spake with tongues, Acts 19, 6,
The Holy Ghost shall teach Yyou what ye
ought to say. Luke 12, 12,
V. Tue Resuvwr,
The Spirit gave them utterance, v, 4,
It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
vour Father. Matt, 10, 20,
The Comforter shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance,
John 14, 26,

Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit.  Zech, 4, 6,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Our lesson to-day is not complete without the ““ Additional Verses " to be studied,
walting between the ascension and Pentecost suggest a very

prayers with God's y 8,

The ten days of
practical application on the connection of onp

Jesus gave to them just before the ascension, * Ye shall be baptized with the Holy

What d the di

ples to “continue in prayer”? The promise that
Ghost not many days

[Jan, 12,
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hence,” which promise they felt surely would be fulfilled, But if its fulfillment was sure, what was the use

of praying ¢ If they had been skeptical and half-h
they were tremendously in earnest, that in all the

earted they would have reasoned thus. But seeing that
universe of God there was but one thing they really

wanted, to continue in prayer was the easiest thing for them to do, Our Notes call attention to the mean-
ing of Pentecost, and explain peculiarities in the narrative of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. This
is & very picturesque lesson ; but it Will be a lost lesson if attention is directed chiefly to the picture,
Not the sound of the wind, nor the fiery jets, nor the strange tongues, was the real pentecostal gift ; but the
fact that the disciples * were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”

Verse 1. The day of pentecost, An annual
religious festival held on the ‘fiftieth day” after
the second day of the Passover feast. The in-
terval between the Iassover and Pentecost
(seven weeks in length) was the period of the
wheat harvest, and the latter festival (called
by the earlier Hebrews the t of Weeks, and
the Feast of Ingatherings) was celebrated at its
close; the first sheaf of the wheat harvest being
formally offered to the Lord. “At this festival,
as well as at those of the Passover and Taber-
nacles (each of which, unlike this, was cele-
brated for a week), all male Je were ex-
pected to gather to the temple. This accounts
for the multitude from various parts present
at this time at Jerusalem,” Tt has been caleu-
lated that in A, D. 30 the feast of Pentecost
fell on the first day of the we Was fully
come.  “Was being fulfilled,” ‘cording to
the Hebrew mode,” writes Dr. M. R. Vincent,
“the day is conceived as a measure to be filled
up. So long as the day had not yet arrived,
the measure was not full” Al the followers
of Jesus who had remained in Jerusalem after
his passion were now assembled with one ac-
cord (or “together”) in one place, very prob-
ably in the “upper room” of Acts 1. 13—in their
stated place of meeting,

2. A sound from hcaven as of a rushing
mighty wind. “A sound like that of a wind
borne along downward from heaven.” [It. The
sound.  Filled. To overflow, for it was heard
outside, as we shall presently see, Al the
house. Not merely the upper room. Were sit-
ting. “Awaiting the hour of prayer,” when they
expected to go together to the temple. Already
the united devotions of the disciples, following
the public tragedy of the Passover week, must
have made them conspicuous and much talked
about,

3. There appeared. There came as in a sud-
den vision. Cloven tongues like as of fire.

“Tongues, as it were, of fire, distributed.” The
fongues did not consist of fire, but seemed to
burn and shine, The entire manifestation was
supernatural,

4. They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
All, laymen and women as well as apostles, be-

came conscious of a sudden residence within
them of God, in a manner and to a degree such
as they had never dreamed of before, Imme-
diately, according to their Lord’s promise, they
felt powerful in many directions, and, as the
carliest exercise of their supernatural power,
began to speak with other tongues, as the Npirit
gave them utterance, This gift is to be re-
garded chiefly as “the sign and symptom of the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit.” It
was an ecstatic outpouring of praise and tes-
timony (verse 11) in foreign languages, or dia-
lects  not previously known to the speakers,
That the disciples fully understood what they
were saying, however, is distinctly implied; and
also that they were understood, for their ap-
peals in various languages brought about the
conversion of many souls,

There was in Jerusalem a large popula-
tion of foreign-horn Hebrews, which was pres-
ently to become a powerful factor in the de-
velopment of Christianity.

6. When this was noised abroad. “When this
sound was heard,” evidently through all the
neighborhood.  The multitude was made up,
doubtless, of natives of the capital, of such
foreign-born devout residents as were mentioned
in verse 5, and of pilgrims to the pentecostal
festival. It was a crowd of people who all had
some onderstanding of the Hebrew dialect of
Jerusalem, but who were much more familiar
with the dialects and languages of the coun-
tries they had come from.

7, 8. Ave not all these which speak Gal-
ileans? Under Roman rule men of all races and
languages were scattered through the empire,
without loss of identity ; and the features, dia-
l¢ and dress of Galileans would be readily
identified.  How. The miracle had accom-
plished its object, and called attention at once
to the power of God.

9-11. By the names that follow allusion is
made not to the races which bore those names,
but to Hebrews who dwelt among these races;
as in a modern Hebrew convention gathered
from the wide world reference might be made to
Germans, Americans, French, Poles, and Syri-
ans, while Jews only were intended. The enu-




42 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

meration proceeds from east to west, The
Parthians dwelt near to the Caspian Sea, The
Medes and Elamites inhabited neighboring proy-
inces to the west of ‘arthia. Elam was “the
provinee to which Herodotus gives the name of
Cissia, and which is termed Susis, or Susiana,
by the geographers,”  Mesopotamia was the
region between the Tigris and the Euphrates,
The writer now crosses to Cappadocia, the eq
ern central region of A Minor, including
a portion of Armenia, Pontus lay north of
Cappado on the shores of the Black Sea,
The Roman proviuce of .lsia, of which Ephe-
Sus was the chief city, occupied the western
shore of Asia Minor, Phrygia S an inland
region of Asia Min Asia™ and west of
Cappadoc Pamphylia lay on the southern
shore of Asi Minor, to the west of Cilicia.
Cyrene, on the coast of Afrvica, to the west of
Egypt, had many Jewish inhabitants who were
represented by a synagogue at Jerusalem (Acts

east of *

6. 9). Strangers at Rome.  Sojourners from
Rome. .Jews and proselytes.  Rather, “hoth
Jews and proselytes,” some born Jews, and some

converted to Judaism, *“AJl the persons enu-

HOMILETICAL AND
THE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS,

The time chosen for the fulfillment of the
promise was most auspicions.  Within the body
of believers there was perfect harmony, “They
were all with one accord in one place,” with
spirits uplifted in prayer and with hearts open
toward heaven. (od's Spirit never fails to
enter when these conditions prevail.  The cip-
cumstances without the body of believers were
equally favorable, It was one of the festival
days of the Jew ' calendar when Jerusalem
was filled with representatives of the nation
from all parts of the then known world, This
fact afforded a rare opportunity for the display
of the Spi power. It is also ver important
in that it secures to (he Christian Church an
historic beginning,
in an obscure corne

The Church was not horn
Its first and great day
was marked by an event o which thousands hore
witness,

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DAY,

Neander declares that “on account of the bap-
tism of the Spirit the Pentecost, which the dis-
ciples celebrated soon after the Saviour's de-
parture, is of such great importance as marking
the commencement of the apostolic Church, for
here it first publicly displayed its essential char-
acter. Next to the appearance of the Son of
God himself on earth, this was the greatest event

[Jan, 12,

merated are here divided into these two classes,'”
—Churton. Cretes and Arabians belong to the
list already given, and doubtless they, as well
as the others, were both hereditary Jews and
pr ‘tes. Tongues, Dialects, languages, 7'«
wonderful works of God. The fulfillment in
stuech extraordinary and unexpected fashion of
ancient prophecy,

CONNECTED VERSES,

12-21. The first result of the miracle was
utter amazement; and while some prolonged
inanswerable questionings, others came to the
scornful conclusion, These men are full of new
wine. When Peter stood up to veply, with the
cleven, he first showed the absurdity of this
charge, which was sufficiently set aside by ref-
erence to the hour (the third: about nine) ;
for Jews drank wine only when they ate their
chief meal, in the evening: and then boldly
declared all the unusual phenomena of this
pentecostal period to be the fulfillment of the
words of Joel (Joel 2, 98. 2). which are quoted
here not from our Hebrew Bible, but from the
famous Greek version known as the Septuagint.,

PRACTICAL NOTES.
as the commencing point of the new divine life
proceeding from him to the human race” (His-
tory of the Planting and Training of the Chyis-
tian Church, vol. i, page 3),

“It wa says Schaff, “the fountain of a new
river of life which flows with unbounded cup-
rent throvgh all time till it merge in eternity.
The Holy Ghost had thus far only temporarily
and sporadically visited the world to enlighten
certain specially favored individuals, the beareys
of the Old Testament velation.  Now he took
up his permanent abode on earth to reside and
work in the community of helievers as the prin-
ciple of divine life and light; to apply more
deeply and extensively to the souls of men the
redempiion objectively wrought by Christ” (His-
tory of the Apostolic Church, page 191),

I'HE MIRACULOUS ACCOMPANIMENTS.

"hese indicated the divine origin of Chris-
tianity on its subjective side, and the Church was
then endowed for jts future work, The sudden-
ness of the manifestation indicated the super
naturalness of the endowment ; the ‘sound as of
the rushing of a mighty wind' was the natural
emblem of the Almighty Spirit ; the tongunes
‘parting asunder or distributing themselyes' on
the disciples symbolized the universal gift of
power to proclaim the Gospel ; the semblance of
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s, fire indicated the purified zeal, born of faith and is vital in holy living, Without it the soul is
the love, which was to characterize the proclamation adrift; with it the soul is anchoreq, It is a
vell while the polyglot utterances of the believers perfectly intelligent thing, There are men who
ind were a sign of the world-wide destination of the possess it ; they live a life 80 heavenly that they
"l truth which filled thejy lips with praise” (George  carry with them the flavor of eternal things and
in T. Purves, .1, LL.D., Hastings's Dictionary  create about them on ev. Yy side an atmosphere
of . of the Bible, vol, iii, page 742), of reality., Their Very presence is like a breath
of fresh air from some lofty mountain top, and
WHAT WAS TIIS POWERY brings us face to face with the things that are
We are now interested to ascertain definitely, ."“"I' They are forever llm'uns!'i(.)llsl 7 introduc-
as if possible, what this power was: what the gift Mg us anew to duty and to destiny, to immor-
ed meant to the disciples; what it means for us, tality and to God, To weave a charm like this
he Certainly we must not yield to the too apparent about the hearts of men is far more than to make
0 tendency to drop this word “Power” from the # million or to found an empire,
vocabulary of “I'_"i’"i"“ experience.  Many ]'",w “Some men live near (o God, as my right arm
In-l('l !u a 4-un--n:mmn 1ff this |n.n\'vr nllj-l'ly |.|nm- Is near to me ; and then they walk about
u-lhmlyh-: Is it ||l).~'.-¢||;]t" to find an lllll'”ll.’v!l! Mailed in full proof of faith, and bear a charm
"‘“'I""u“,o" 0!' s meaning? - Again ,""'l again That mocks at fear and bars the door on douht
the )m)m!m- of the m!! 4)f.]il)\\'l‘l‘ was linked with And dares the impossible.”
5 the promise of the gift of the Spirit, Whatever
I8 the power was, it is perfectly evident that it The revival of this power has in it the possibil-
o4 was the result of the Spirit's baptism. Now it ities of a universal Pentecost,
d will be helpful to note ¢ learly the Spirit's func- TE—
4 tion and office ag l'i‘li!ll‘l! l-:\ our L‘.”.'L . "l“‘ul' he Though!s for Young People.
- shall not speak of himself ; hut whatsoever he
i shall hear, that shall he speak. . . . Ile shall LESSONS FROM THE FIRST PENTECOST.
glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, and shall Intense piety is neee ssarily diffusive. No
" show it unto you™ (John 16, 13, 14). The chief  human heart can he endued with power from
i function of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ, on high and not immediately affoct others. Light
) and this he does by revealing Christ's personality must shine: love must give. God himself, as
10 the heart of the believer, He makes no revela- some one has beautifully said, is not to be fig-
tion of his own personality distinet from Christ's ured as a great organ set in the center of the
personality, His revelation of Christ's presence universe, from the keys of whose emotions, if
to the disciples on the day of Pentecost made that some deft player can only finger them, music
day memorable ag g day of wondrous power, will sound fortn,  God has described himself
How much that presence had come to mean to as a “sun,” forth from whom forever proceed
them during their carthly association! It was in all directions 1y of life-giving love. He
the guarantee of victory over every foe, the fury gives perpetually, He is Creator, Provider, and
of the storm, disease, death, dey Martha Saviour. He “gave his only begotten Son :"
put it well at the time of the death of Lazarus: he gave the Holy Ghost. This wonderful gift
“Lord, if thou hadst been heve, my brother had  of God was immediately given by the apostles
not died.™ Only his presence was needed then to others.  No person can keep love to himself :
1o defeat death. But the presence which the it will die if restricted.  The Christian who
Holy Spirit certified to them on the day of Pente- thinks it his privilege to receive and not to give
cost was far more than this. It was the cer- makes a fatal mistake. That is the way to be
tification of the Lord’s presence in his risen and endued with weakness, not with power,
et trinmphant estate, What wonder, then, that 2. The gift of power, If two or three weeks

suddenly and as if by magie they became men after his reception of the Holy Ghost Peter
of power? God was with them in the person of  had heen asked, “What are yon doing now that
the all-victorious Lord. They were vividly aware You did not do before the Holy Spirit came?”
of his presence, and so they had o fear, The e might have gone over every appointment and
lesson holds good for us of to-day. Power in activity of the day, and said, “Not one of these
Christian life is the same now as then. Tt comes  things would T have done were it not for the

by a clear and distinet realization of our Lord's  Holy Spirit.”  He would never have written

presence as secured by the Spirit's indwelling. an epistle ; he would not have preached the great
He has learned very little who does not know that sermon that follows this lesson : he would not
the Lord's presence consciously known and felt have defied the Sanhedrin: he vonld not have

R
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carried the Gospel to the Gentiles; he would
not have lived a holy life whose record thrills
the heart of the Church to-day ; he would not
have died a martyr's death. No that question
addressed to Peter would have been perfectly
fair. To ourselves it is equally fair., Let us
try it. What are we doing to-day that we would
not do if we had not received the Holy Spirit?

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
HISTORY,

Our lesson is connected historically with
Pentecost, one of the three greater feasts of the
Israelites,* k the pupils what they have
learned concerning this feast correct all mis-
takes and supply all deficiencies in the answers,

INTRODUCTION,

If any have brought in maps, as suggested in
last week's IHints, examine them quickly; and
should there he any disposition on the part of
the pupils to go minutely into a consideration of
the geography of the lesson, tell them that it
will have to be dcferred until after the school
hour,

The teacher should be prepared to answer
quickly any reasonable question concerning the
speaking with tongues or the doctrine of the
Trinity, but the really important teachings
of the lesson should not he put into the back-
ground in an attempt to explain those things
which intermediates must take on faith.

NARRATIVE,

Young people are always interested in per-
sons. They are doubly interested in persons
in action. Let the teacher, therefore, read, pray
about, and brood over the Scripture narrative
until the persons named therein become real
to him, and then he will have but little difficulty
in making them real to his pupils. Let us look
at the Persons of the lesson under these heads :

1. The disciples (verse 1). How many of
them were there? Where were they? What
were they doing? (See Acts 1. 1-3.)

2. The multitude (verses 5-11). In what city
were they? Whence had they come? Why?
What was their religion? (verse 5.)

3. The Holy Spirit (verses 2-4). Whence
did he come? Accompanied with what sound?
With what sign? Whom did he fill  What
did he give them power to do? What effect
had this on the multitude? What did they say
to one another? What did they afterward ask?

*For an outline of the sacred year of the Israelites
see Revised Normal Lessons,

[Jan. 12,

What did some say had bappened to the dis-
ciples?
TRUTH EMPHASIZED.

Next to Jesus Christ, the most important
subject for the Christian's consideration is the
Holy Spirit. To no teaching is the Church of
to-day paying more attention than to the doc-
trine of the Ioly Spirit. The teacher should
first strive to crystallize his knowledge of the
Holy Spirit around a few fundamental facts,
and then should pray for power to present those
facts clearly and forcibly to his pupils.t There
is certainly nothing to be hoped for in talking
about the power of the Holy Spirit to those who
have but vague conceptions of his existence and
work. At the same time, the teacher should
not fear to present the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit, provided it is done in language which
the pupils can understand. Let the teacher ask
the following questions :

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?

2. Where is he?

3. What is his work?

. To whom is he promised ?

5. How may he be obtained ?

G. How may he be kept away ?

7. How may one know that one has received
him? (See Gal. 5, 2¢

As the various answers are given, let the
teacher by Scripture quotation and illustration
emphasize those that are correct, and amend
those that are wrong. In this case, as in so
many others, it is far better for the pupils
to master a few truths than to have a hazy
conception of many,

In conclusion, have the Golden Text repeated
several times, and endeavor to have the members
of the class realize that the Holy Spirit is prom-
ised to everyone that is willing to receive him
and ready to be used by him. Then sum up as
follows :

N

THE HOLY SPIRIT

WILL TTSE ME,
AS HE USED PETER,
WHEN I AM READY,

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to read carefully that part of
Peter's sermon that we have recorded in Acts
2. 22-36, and to write an outline of what is
said therein about Jesus, Request them also

to be able to tell from next Sunday’s lesson text
in what things the new converts remained stead-
fast,
——————— —
t8ee The Tongue of Fire, by William Arthur,
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By Way of Illustration.

Verse 1. “They were all with one accord in
one place.”  Peter was not absent because he
could not exactly fellowship the previous doubt-
fulness of Thomas. John was not away because
Peter had once fallen into a base denial. Mary
did not refuse to come because the Galilean
brogue of some of them grated a little on her
refinement.  None of them were out of their
places because it was sunny or rainy or incon-
ient, or because the turban was a little
worn or the tunic had become a little shabby,
or because Andrew or Simon would occupy so
much time. ITow much blessing absentees miss !
If any had been away they had surely
forfeited the enduement of the Spirit, and the
whole Church would have been so much the
weaker. What wonders a church, young peo-
ple’s society, Sunday school, can work, “all to-
gether in one place!” Straggling stayers-away
are a perpetual weakness.—Wayland Hoyt.

Verse . “They were all filled.” *The Holy
Spirit had been given before this, for we read
that ‘men of old spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost;' and what is the significance
of the gift here?” was asked in a Bible class.
It was in this—that they were all filled. Be-
fore this it had come like the dew, now it was
like the abundant rain: before it had been like
the first-fruits, now it was like the harvest:
before he had heen a transient Guest, now he
was an abiding Presence; before he had come
like the sunrise illuminating only the highest
peaks—prophets and kings and psalmists, now
he came like the noonday flooding with light the
lowest depths of the valleys,

The gift of tongues. We see in the effect of
the Spirit a prophecy of what the Gospel will
yet do and has already largely done. It will
speak to every man in this world in his own
tongue. Let the three hundred tongues in which
the Gospel is now translated and printed tes-
tify to the continnation of the pentecostal gift.
—DPentecost.

“They began to speak.”  As soon as the dis-
ciples were filled with the Holy Spirit they be-
gan to speak. The gospels show us that they
asked many questions, but do not report a
single sermon. Now they began to speak, and
when the magistrates ordered them to be silent
they said, “We cannot but speak.” As surely
as the plant having life bursts into leaf
and flower, as surely as light radiates, so surely
will a soul filled with the Spirit be forced into
speech,

Tongues of fire. The speech that publishes
the glad tidings should be a tongue of fire, He

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 45

who speaks the Gospel coldly has not himself
felt its power. “The differenc between one
man and another is the difference of fire, The
difference between one musician and another is
that one man is all fire, and the other all ice,”
says Joseph Parker. A Chinese convert once
said, “What we want is men with glowing hot
hearts to tell us of the love of Christ.” Richard
Sheridan said he went to hear Rowland Hin
preach because his words flowed hissing hot from
his heart,

Verses 9-11. A foreshadowing of the time
when all nations shall unite in a common faith,
As a result of the revival of 1838 a company
of converted sailors found themselves brought
into companionship on board a ship in the
United States navy., When they compared
nationalities they found that they came from
ten different countries, and when the last man
said that he had been born in Greenland one
of the company started the hymn, “From Green-
land’s icy mountains,” in which these men, who
represented the clamorous tongues of Babel,
joiced heartily, brought into harmony through
the spirit of Christianity,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The cloven tongues like as of fire, the rushing
mighty wind, are to our thought a miracle. Yet
no more a miracle than many manifestations
of God which we see, without comprehending
o even realizing that they are manifestations
of him. Seasons come and go, seedtime and
harvest fail not; all the processes of nature are
a miracle, beyond our explanation or under-
standing. Yet we accept them, enjoy them, live
by them. So, without trying to explain or com-
prehend in even a faint degree this scene in the
upper chamber in Jerusalem, we believe the rec-
ord, rejoice in the fact, and live by it. Jesus
said, “Ye shall receive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you"—help : ability
to do, capacity to endure, and strength to suf-
fer. How literally the promise was fulfilled in
these men whose life and work are portrayed
in these chapters! Was the promise only for
them? No, I am glad it takes in you and me.
“The promise is unto you and to your children,
and to as many as the Lord our God shall call.,”
I am sure he has called you; I am sure he has
called me; for we have heard the blessed mes-
sage right here, again and again, as we have
talked together in our class: we have heard
it, too, in other ways, and the sweet whisper
of the loving Spirit has moved our hearts many
times. Yes, we are called. Let us take the
promise for our very own.
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What is the promise? Why, that the very
best that the holy, mighty, faithful, loving God

can give shall be ours on the simple condition

that we turn away from sin, accept Jesus as our

Naviour, and open our hearts to he filled with
the Ioly Spirit, “If ye, then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto Your children, how
much more shall your heavenly Father give good
things to them that ask him.” I know that
many  persons, espec ially  young ]N'I\()IH are
afraid to be “filled with the Spirit.” They im-
agine it means something so unnatural as to
make them cely fit to live with ordinary
folk. They are afraid of being “queer.” Per-
haps they have been misled by what they have
seen and heard from some wheo speak unadvised-
Iv. The fullness of the Spirit is too rich a bless-
ing for us to lose through misunderstanding. The
Holy Spirit is God. (* an you think of anything
more blessed than to have the God who made
every beautiful thing, who knows all things,
who is infinitely holy, whose name is Love, take
possession of you so fully as to enlighten,
strengthen, guide, and use every faculty of
Your mind and soul and body? Ape you afraid
of God? Would he not make the most of you
in every beautiful, gracious, happy way, if you
would suffer him to do his own will in you and
through you? The angels in heaven do his com
mandments, hearkening to the voice of his word,
They are hllwl with his Spirit, W, ould it make
You “queer” or disagreeable to live with to be
like, the angels? Let us try to be rid of false
ideas about the bl sed Holy Spirit: ot us
study what the word s Vs of his work, and his
power in us, until we long above all things to
throw wide open every avenue of our being to
him,

“For every virtue we Doss
And every vietg ¥ won,

And every thought of holiness,
Are his alone.”

“Your sons and your daughters shall proph-
and your young men shall see visions,”
different, indeed, is the use of the tongue
when the soul is filled with the Spirit, Proph-
ecy is not frivolous or uncharitable conversa-
tion.  You will speak “with othep tongues
when the Spirit gives you utterance ; but that
will not nec: essarily exclude innocent mirth It
will take the sinful sting from the Jjest, and leaye
only its exhilarating cheer, The visions the
Spirit gives are not those of wealth or fame for
personal ambition : they are the broader, more
inspiring visions of what wealth and influence
can do to make the world hetter

and happier,

TOOL BANNER.

The fruit of the Spirit is love, Jjoy, peace, gen-
tleness, goodness, meekness, faith, temperance,
Are these to he feared? Let jt not be said of
us in reference to the Holy

Spirit, as was said
of Jesus, “He cdme unto his own, and his own
received him not,"

The Teachers’ Meeting,

The Lesson Homily in the Hlustrative Les-
son Notes suggestively elahorates the fulfill-
went of the promise: 1, When? 2, Why?
3. How? 4, What? 5. What the power
enabled them to do, 6. The proof of the power,
<o study of the Holy Ghost nm\ be pursued
textually on the mllm\mz plan: 1, His Names,
John 14, & Cor, 3, l] Eph. 1, $
Heb, 1. 2;
Psa. 1

0 . L 8
Baptism  Johy 20, 4; 4,
10 44; 19, ¢, 4, His Acts

1. 24; Rom, 5, 5. 1 Cor, 12, 810 (.nl
h R 23....Note the outlines given in the
First and se(oml Studies of the Hliustrative
\oles, and in the three lesson books—7")e
First, The Young People’s, and The Lesson
Handbook. ., . The symbols of thig lesson are
worthy of Ntuth—\\ln “tongues ;" why “cloy-
en;” why “ae of fire;” why the day of Pente
cost chosen for thm display of divine power ;
why the * ‘sound ;” why the * ‘mighty wind,”

Blackboard.

P\OPHECY' WLL 2
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\\E (/?‘ /
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s S o ) ¥ R,
PENTECOST

The tongue of flame was a symbol of thap
holy anointing which each apostle received,
What it meant of utterance, power and cour-
age, love and zeal, their immediate success and
after lives hear ample evidence, The result
of the revelation given on that momentous day
was but the fulfillment of long-uttered proph-
ecy, and betokens the experience each of us

[Jan, 12,
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can in some sense make his own. Have [ known
my DPentecost?

Coloring.—Upper words, dark blue lined with
yellow ; flame, yellow tinged with red; rays, vel-
low ; lower words, purple and white.

Library References.

ThE DEs T OF THE HoLy SpIRiT.~Arthur,
Tongue of 1 Have, Mission of the Com-
forter. Clark, Offices of the Holy Spirit, Jack-
son, Witness of the Holy Spirit.  Crooks,
Ntory of the Christian Church, pages 17-25.

TuE Girr oF 'l‘uxun:s,—P‘nrrur, Life of
Paul, page 03, 8q.  Fouard, St. Paul and Hix
Missions, Abererombie,  Intellectual Powers,
pages 140-143.  Ewald, History of Israel, vol,
vii, page 94, 8.

SERMONS ON TIE LESSON,
Verse 1.—MacArthur, The Attractive Christ,
page 208. Free Chureh Pulpit, vol. iii, page
421, Pitman, J, R., Nermons, vol. ii, page 1.
The Homiletic Review, vol vii, page 433 ; vol.
xxix, page 528, Preacher's Magazine, 1893,

————
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page 453, Tillotson, Works, vol. viii page 377
Edmondson, Short Sermons, page 243,

Verse 2.—~Banks, Fisherman and His Friends,
page 195,

Verse 3.—Johnston, J. W., Baptism of Fire,
page 4.

Verse 4.—Johuston, Baptism of Pire, page
23, Burder, Village Nermons, page 215, The'
Homiletic Review, vol, x X, page 230,

Optional Hymans.

O day of rest and gladness,

Come, Holy Ghost,

Holy Spirit, faithful guide,

Lord, T hear of showers of blessing.
O, could T speak the matchless worth,

Heavenly Father, grant thy blessing,
Come, Holy Spirit, come,

Come, Holy Spirit.

Hark, my soul!

He has come! he has come!

LESSON IIl. The Early Christian Church. [Jan. 19.
GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. .Acts 2. 47,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

Acts 2, 37-47.

[Commit to MEMory verses 30, |

37 Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Pe’ter and
to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do%

48 Then Pe’ter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of ¥ou in the name of Je'-
sus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Ho'ly Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall call,

40 And with many other words did he tes-
tify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls,

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apos-
tles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers,

43 And fear came upon every soul : and many
wonders and signs were done by the apostles,

44 And all that believed were together, and
had all things common ;

REVISED VEirsion,

37 Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter
and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what

38 shall we do? And Peter said unto them,
Repent ye, and he baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Ch st unto the re-
mission of your sins: and ye shall receive

39 the gift of the Holy Ghost. For to you
is the promise, and to your children, and
to all that arve afar off, eren a8 many as

40 the Lord our God shall call unto him. And
with many other words he testified, and ex-
horted them saying, Save yourselves from

41 this crooked generation.  They then that
received his word were baptized : and there
were added unto them in that day about

42 three thousand souls, And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fel-
lowship, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers,

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many
wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had

45 all things common : and they sold their pos-
sessions and goods, and parted them to all

e




48

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need,
46 And they, continuing daily with one ac-
cord in the temple, and breaking |>l'c.llll from
meat with glad-

house to house, did eat their
ness and singleness of heart,

47 DPraising God, and having favor with al
And the Lord added to the church

the people,
daily such as should be saved,

SUNDAY SCHoOL BANNER,
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40 according as any man had need,

And day
by day, continuing steadfastly with one ac-
cord in the temple,

» and breaking bread at
home, they did take their food with gladness

47 and singleness of heart, praising God, and
having favor with all the people,  And the
Lord added to them day by day those that
were heing saved,

Home Readings,
M. The Early Christian Church. Acts 2. 37-47.
Tu. What must I do Acts 16, 16-34,
W. How to be saved, Rom. 10, 1-13.
Th. Proofs of conversion.  Aets 19, 13-20,
F. Life by faith, John 3. 14-21,
S. Unity of the Church. Eph. 4. 1-15,
8. A vision of the Church, Isa. 60, 1-10,

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 130,
Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys bhe known,
Join in a song with sweet accord,
While ye surround his throne,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 132,
All praise to our redeeming Lord,
Who joins us by his grace,
And bids us, each to each restored,
Toether seek his face,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 131,
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love ;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above,

Questions for Senior Scholars,
L. Results of the Pirst p
cified,

What was the theme of Peter's sermon ¥

How did it affect the hearts of hig hearers?

In what terms did they address the apostle?

What did Peter tol] them to do?

What is repe ntance?

What assurance did Peter give them ?

Who were included in the promise of (he
prophecy ?
2. The Church Organized,

Who were baptized ?

What did their baptism indicate
had not helieved?

How many were added to the Church that
day?

What is meant by the terms “doctrine” and
“fellowship”?

What is meant by “breaking bread”?

to those who

reaching of Christ Cru-

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,
L. How they were saved (ver 37-3
What question did they ask Peter?
What does this question show they felt?
What is it to repent?

9).

Did these penitents express their faith in
words or in deeds?

What gift was offered to them also?

Who are included in the

promise Peter gave
to them?

2. How many were saved (verses 40, 41),

What was the number that came on one day?

Did the revival stop with that number?

Is it likely that these people from distant
countries would begin work on their return
home?

What three grand divisions of the earth were
included

Who, then, may have first preached Christ in
Rome?
3. How fully they were saved (verses 42447),

What proofs have we of

a wonderful change
in these Jows

In what four things did they continue?

What strange condition of things gre
their love for each other?

Could this continue long?

Would such breaking
character building ¥

If not a model, what blessed things may we
learn from the early disciples community ?
How did the great revival continye?

W out ot

up of homes be best for

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who preached
Peter,

Who gave him power? The

on the day of Pentecost ?

Holy Spirit,
What did the people cry ont? What shall e
do?

What did Peter tel] them ?

To repent and be
baptized,

What did he say they might have?

The gift
of the Holy Npirit,

How many were baptized that day? Three
thousand,
Who was theip Teacher? The Holy Spirit,
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Why did they need him? Because Jesus had
gone away,

What did Jesus promise before he went? 7o
send the Spirit to “teach” them all things.
To whom was this promise made?

verse 34),)

(See

What did the new believers do?
together like a great loving family,
W did the rich do? They helped the poor,
‘hat had the poor to give?

They lived

Faith and love,
Why did they have great gladness of heart?
Beeause the Lord Jesus had come back to them,
To whom will he come to-day? 7o all who
want him enough to ask for him,

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school,)
1. What did Peter tell the people to do on
the day of Pentecost? 7 repent and be bap-
tized,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,
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2. To whom did be say that God had given

the promise of salvation? To them and their
children,

3. How did the people receive Peter's words ?
With joy and gladness,

4. How many were on that day added to the
Church?  Phree thousand people,
5. How did the be

lievers show their love for
each other?

By giving as each needed,

6. What is the GOLDEN TEXTY The Lord
added to the church daily such as should be
saved,

The Church Catechism,

43. What are the duties to our fellow-men
enjoined in the second table of the Ten Command.
men's? The duties enjoined in the second table
are filial affection and obedience ; and respect for
our neighbor’s rights in life, family, property and
reputation, extended to the thoughts and desires
of the heart,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Growth in Grace,

L. Coxvicrion anp REPENTANCS
Pricked in their heart, v, 37, &
Repent, and turn yourselves from all your
transgressions.  Fzek, 18, 30,
Forsake the foolish, and live, Prov. 9. 6.
Godly sorrow worketh repentance, 2 Cor,
7. 10,

IT. CoxvErsion Axp Cuuren MemBersip,
Be baptized. . . .save yourselves, v, 38, 40, 41,
Sepurate yourselves from the people of the
land.  Ezra 10, 11,
Come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, 2 Cor, 6, 17,
He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. Mark 16, 16,
IIL Stuny or ik TruTH.
Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doe-
trine, v. 42,
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples, John 8, 3 i

Be ye steadfast, unmovable. 1 Cor, 15, 58,
Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge, 2 Pet. 1, 5,

IV. Brorukrry Love,

Sold their possessions. coparted them to ¢l

men., v, 45,

Touching brotherly love, ye are taught of
God. 1 Thess, 4, 9,

Love one another as I have loved you. John
13, 34.

We onght to lay down our lives for the
brethren, 1 John 3, 16,

V. Prosrerrry,

Having favor with all the people, v, 47,
He that seeveth Christ is approved of men.
Rom. 14, 18,

They shall obtain joy and gla iess. Isa.
45, 10,

Believers were the more added to the Lord.
Acts 5, 14,

EXPLANATORY NOTES o

Our lesson to-day continues closely the narrative begun last Sunday,
of Peter’s sermon, which was founded on the extended quotation from Joe
made a frank statement of the life of *“ Jesus of Nazareth ;” his
showed him to be * g man approved of God ;" and his murder by the Je
evades nothing ; acknowledges that God’s determinate counsel and fnreknowlmlm: had del
their hands: acknowledges that it was by “wicked " (that is, G
slain ; but presses home the charge that the guilt of the forfeiture
Peter turns from the death of our Lord to his resurrection,

Verses 22-36 contain an abstract
I studied a week ago. He first
*“ miracles and wonders and signs,” which
We—authorities and populace, He
livered Jesus into
entile) hands he had been crucified and
of his innocent life rested on the auditors,

B ———
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Verse 37. Wien they heard Peter's ser-

mon they were pricked in their heart—that j
vexed, grieved, and conscience-smitten, Naid
unto Peter and to the rest,. We have repeat-
edly in these notes called attention to the true
and natural primacy of Peter, his moral ang
intellectual leadership., He is always the first
Lo speak, the first to decide, the first to act, the
first to challenge ; but it is apparently the pri-
macy of intellectual and emotional force, Thepe
is not the slightest indication that he had any
such precedence over the rest as the pope now
claims over g linals and bishops ; indeed, if
one were searching for the most st iking con-
trast ble to the artles sim]»licil_\' of the
primitive Church he would find it in the Vat-
ican.  Men and bre thren.  Better, “Men who are
my brethren,” A phrase not unlike our “fellow-
citizens," but with far more meaning to ap
ancient Jew, Not improbably some of the very
men who thus, with penitent affection, asked the
apostles what they should do had only a little
while before mockingly accused them of drunk-
enness, The wonderfu) effectiveness of Peter’s
Sermon was due to the presence and power of
the Spirit of God, What shall we do? So soon
as God's Spirit impresses g human heart with
a deep sense of sin, that heart at once sets about
changing its course of thought and action. Re-
bentance, turning around, closely follows pen-
itence,

38. Notice in this verse fiye steps in sal-
vation,  Repent, and be baptized, First, do
your utmost to change your life, inside and out,
Second, connect yourself with the Church of
Christ on earth, In the name of Jesus Christ,
Third, exercise faith in God through Christ his
Son.  For the remission of sins. For salva-
tion from the guilt and power of sin.  This is
the fourth Step in the process ; it is what the
theologians call Justification, Ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost. This is the fifth
and final step—sanctification,

39. The promise is unto you, and to your
children, (See Acts 1, 4; 2 ) To all that
are afer off. The Gentiles, (See Eph. 2. 17))
As many as the Lord our God shall call. (See
Rom, 1. ¢; §, 28, 30; 9, 24: 1 Cor. 1, 2
Gal. 1, 6,)

40. Save wourselves from this untoward gen-
cration, Better, “crooked generation.” Very
crooked it was, It had tolerated the unspeak-
able iniquities of the Herods; it bad run in g
frenzy of penitence to bhe baptized by John, and
then had supinely watched his murder; it had
permitted the seribes and Pharisees to fatten
on its Superstitions, and had applauded when

[Jan. 19,

our Lord denounced them ; within five days it
had sung, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” and
“Crucify him ! its daily habits were “sensual
and devilish ;" jts patriotic outbhursts were as
fitful and ineffective as jts religious impulses ; a
few yvears later it was destroyed by a catas-
trophe so awful that the *fql of Jerusalem”
has ever since pointed g proverh, Everywhere
the apostles—Paul a5 much ag l"h-r»—n‘p(-ul
this exhortation with quivering neryes and tre-
mendous spiritual conviction, “Come out from
among them, and be Yye separate !

42. Aposties’ doctrine, Better, “teaching.”
Fellowship, That the close brotherhood of
the Church, in which for g While all broperty
was held for all, anqg they were all actuated by
one holy purpose, Breaking of bread.  Dounbt-
less in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as
well as in love feasts, /n prayers. The @reek
is noticeable here, the prayers,

44, Were together.  Lived in the closest pos-
sible association, Had an things common.
Doubtless this would be the natural way to live
if Christian love and unity were perfected, but
‘ven in Jerusalem it Seems s00on to have been
found impracticable ; and that in the apostolic
Church there were ¢ ressing cases of laziness,
of fraud, of riotous living, and of sin against
the Holy Ghost, is one of the saddest and most
practical lessons Christian history gives us,

45. Parted them to all men, ag every man
had need, At the first, apparently, this was
done from holy impulse and with very little
System,

46. In the temple, There was not yet in
any Christian mind (50 far as we can see) the
slightest ideg that the Church would ever sep-
arate itself from the Jewish temple. Thig little
&roup of disciples Very probably formed a
Galilean Synagogue by themselves, Certainly
they had no temple to th«nmvh'es, not any
church in the modern sense of that phrase. In
place of from house to house read “at home ;"
probably in that upper room, that “one place,”
already repeatedly mentioned (Acts 1. 13; 2,
1, 2, ete.). Eat their meat. Take their food.
Gladness and singleness of heart, This side of
heaven nothing so beautiful as this has ever
been seen,

47, Added to the church daily, Better,
“added to them day by day.” Such as showld be
saved,  Better, “those that are being saved.”
This has direct reference to the exhortation of
verse 40,  Petepr said, “Saye yourselves,"

Three thousand began at once to do so, and day
by day, as they came, they were promptly re-
ceived to the heart's love of the little company,
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HOMILI

A REMARKABLE SERMON,

With the single exception of our Lord’s Ser-
mon on the Mount, no sermon in all the history
of preaching deserves to be ranked above that
preached by Peter on the day of the Church's
birth. It was a most n
whatever point of view
mi

lous utterance from
It was re-
kable: (1) In its clear comprehension of
Old Testament prophecy.  (2) In its direct
application of this to the immediate situation.
Prophecy crystallized at this very point, “These
men are not drunken, as ye suppose. . . . But
this is that which was

spoken by the prophet
Joel”  (3) In its vivid realization and por-
trayal of the place Christ was to oceupy in
the new order of things—*“God hath made that
same Jesus whom ye have

1cilied, both Lord
and Christ.  (4) In the conseious authority
and power with which Peter proceeded from
beginning to end. It seems impossible that this
was the same man who out of fear of ridicule
had so recently thrice denied his Lord. The
first incident affords us an illustration of g
man's weakness without the conscious presence
of his Lord; the s cond iucident gives us a pic-
ture of a man's strength when that presence is
known and felt, (5) In the pitiless power with
which it drove home the guilt for the crime
of the Saviour's crucifixion,  There was no
mincing of matters, no chance for the shifting
of the responsibility,  Men did not go away
wondering whether or not the preacher's mes-
Sage contained anything for them—*Whom e
have taken and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain.”  (6) In jts immediate results, 1f
authority were needed for the Methodist fash-
ion of aiming for immediate esults certainly
nothing more is to be desired than is here
found. “And the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls.” (7)
In the swift conviction which resulted, We
found in the last lesson that the baptism of the
Spirit clothed the disciples with power for their
work. Now we see the work of the Spirit upon
the unbelieving,. The Spirit's quickening in
the hearer responded to the Spirit's life in the
speaker, and so they were pricked in their
hearts and said, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do (8) In it prescription of the course
necessary to be taken. To their question, “What
shall we do?' Peter answered promptly, *“Re-
pent.” It is the Greek word Meravorw, which
means, literally, “to change one’s mind for the
hetter; heartily to amend "with abhorrence of
one's past sins,"

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

ICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Finally, behing the sermon was the man
throbbing with intense moral earnestne and
within the man was the Spirit of ¢ d, the
pulsating, quic kening, electrifying agent of the
entire occasion,

THE DAILY LIFE,

“They continued steadfast] The Greek
word used signifies great intensity of purpose,
They gave earnest attention to careful training
for service in the cause.  Their training was
fourfoid: (1) “In the apostles’ doctrine,” in the
truths of religion, in the teachings and example
of Jesus and bhis pe ation to the Old Tes ament,
and in the prac duties of their new pith,
(2) “And in fellowship.” The original Greek
word signifies literally a sh 'ing in common, It
implies a fellowship in spiritual things, a com-
mon sympathy in life's experiences and prac-
tical charity as well.  (3) “And in breaking of
bread,” “Daily in the temple observing care-
fully the old Jewish ritual, and then meeting
together in the eventide, they would eat in com-
mon the evening meal, and would at its close
repeat the solemn act of breaking bread he
had instituted iy memory of his death,” “The
holy communion was at first and for some time
inseparably connected with the Jove feasts of
the Christians and unknown as g separate or-
dinance, It was called bre aking of bread from
the custom of the master of the feast breaking
bread in asking a 1l 12" (4) “And in
Probably social, not merely individ-
ual, prayers, FHow essential all these means of
Krice to those who seek to grow strong in
Christian life and character! “And the Lord
added to the Church daity. Religion became
the all-absorbing business of life—not a mere
sporadie effort touching certain phases and in-
terests, but the one all-inclusive, all-pervasiye
movement,

THE COMMUNITY OF Goops,

Touching this controverted question perhaps
the discussion of Neander is as satisfactory as
can be found. He says, “This practice of the
apostolic Church ought not to bhe considered
as in a literal sense the ideal for imitation in
all succeeding ages ; it must have been a devia-
tion from the natural course of social develop-
ment such as could agree only with the ex-
traordinary manifestation of the divine life in
the human race at that particular period. Only
the spirit and disposition here manifested in
thus amalgamating the earthly possession of
numbers into one fund are the models for the
Church in its development through the ages,

prayers,”
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The first Christians formed themselves into no
monkish fraternities, nor lived as hermits
secluded from the rest of the world. but, as
history shows us, continued in the same civil
relations as before their conversion. Nor have
we any proofs that a community of goods was
universal for a time and was then followed by
a return to the usual arrangements of society.
On the contrary, several circumstances men-
tioned in Acts are at variance with the notion
of such a relinquishment of private property.
Peter said expressly to Ananias that it de-
pended on himself to sell or to keep his land,
and that even after the sale the sum received
for it was at his own disposal (Acts 5. 4). We
find in Acts 12, 12 that Mary possessed a house
at Jerusalem which we cannot suppose to have
been purchased at the general cost. These facts
plainly show that we are not to imagine even
in this first Christian society a renunciation
of all private property. Therefore, when we
are told, *“The whole multitude of believers were
of one heart and of one soul, and had all things
in common,’ etc,, it is not to be understood lit-
erally, but as a description of that brotherly
love which repressed all selfish feelings and
caused the wealthier believers to regard their
property as belonging to their needy brethren,
s0 ready were they to share it with them. A
common chest was established from which the
necessities of the poorer members of the church
were supplied” (History of the Planting and
Training of the Christian Church, vol. i, chap-
ter ii).

We must not miss the spiritual significance
of this very interesting incident, however. We
protest upon the best grounds against its too
literal application as urged by the representa-
tives of an irrational socialism. But we can
afford to retain even the very words themselves
in our modern Christian teaching. A right
understanding of the obligations of Christian
stewardship carries with it the idea that every
Christian man shall hold all his possessions *“in
common” with his fellows, in common for his
fellow's need and his fellow's welfare. e is
not to abandon the right of possession or of
administration.  This would result in chaos.

Dr. Crooks has well said, “It was a community
of use rather than of possession.” We must not
fail, either, to note what a splendid realization
it was of Christ’s ideal of brotherhood. Broth-
erhood was the passion of the Church on that
day. The right of property was held, but it
was held subordinate to the spirit of brother-
liness. Love permeated, dominated everything.
The cry of our day that the social ideal is im-
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practicable and inimical to a true individualism
is nonsense, Instead of the social ideal being
antagonistic to a true individualism, it fur-
nishes the sphere of its realization. We are
glad to believe that the world is moving toward
its essential features, We may truly thank
God that it seems to be characteristic of the
spirit of our umes, its practical manifestation
sometimes being quite as remarkable outside
as inside the pale of orthodox Christianity.
Of this fact the following lines from the pen
of Markham afford a fine illustration :

“The erest and crowning of all good,
Life's final star, is Brotherhood ;
For it will bring again to Earth
Her Jong-lost Poesy and Mirth;
Will send new light on every face,
A kingly power upon the race,
And till it come, we men are slave
And travel downward to the dust of graves.

“Come, clear the way, clear the way :

Blind creeds and kings have had their day.

Break the dead branches from the path;

Our hope is in the aftermath—

Our hope is in heroic men,

Star-led to build the world again.

To this event the ages ran:

Make way for Brotherhood—make way for
man.”

Thoughts for Young People.
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. PETER.

L. Peter’s Gospel reaches to the end of the
carth and to the end of time, It is “to all that
are afar off” in the remotest regions on which
the sun shines. It is “unto you and to your
children” from generation to generation until
the sun shall cease to shine. It is to everyone
who hears the smmmons, *Whosoever will may
come ;" “to as many as the Lord our God shall
call”—that is, to ev creature,

2. Peter's Gospel is first revivalistie, philo-
sophic afterward. For Peter was not without
philosophy.  Paul found that out, and all the
churehes of Christendom, and some agreed with
it, and some did not. But when a soul was to he
saved he daid his philosophy on the shelf and
said, “Repent, and be haptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall eive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.” He talked in the power of
the Spirit of God until his hearers were pricked
in their hearts. e told them what they had

done until they were constrained to ery out,
He told them what to

“What shall we do*”
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do to “save themseives from this untoward gen-
eration,” and how.

3. Peter’s Gospel preaches the necessity and
privilege of spiritual life. Fi 'st, sins will be
remitted ; second, the Holy Spirit will dwell in
the hearts of those whose sins are remitted,
cleansing the thoughts of our hearts by his in-
spiration, empowering us for the burden and
battle of life, sanctifying our nature, preparing
us for heaven,

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
HISTORY,

This lesson is closely connected with our
last one. The place is Jerusalem, and the time
is still the day of Pentecost—Sunday, May 28,
AL DL 30, Note the fact that we are to study
how the one hundred and twenty believers had
three thousand added to their number in one
day.

INTRODUCTION,

For the purpose of having the pupils re-
member some fundamental truths concerning
Jesus, ask them to show the outlines that they
have written, as suggested in last week's Hints,
and after correcting them have all write as fol-
lows :

JESUS—

1. Worked miracles,
Was crucified,

4. Rose from the dead.
4. Sent the Holy Spirit.
. Is Lord and Christ,

NARRATIVE
Let us try to make the three thousand con-
verts very real to ourselves, and then we shall
get our pupils interested in them. 1In order
to do this, we will study them as follows :

ELIEVING,
O APTIZED,
EARING FRUITAGE

1. Believing (verse 37). Ask: By what
means were the three thousand led to helieve?
(By the Toly Spirit speaking through Ieter,
as he preached to them,) How did they feel?
(Explain the meaning of “pricked,” and snow
why the three thousand felt as they did.) By
what question did they indicate their belief ¥
What was Peter's answer? (IHave some one
read alond verses 38-40 and explain the mean-
g of “remission,” “testify,” “exhort.” and
“untoward.””  Nee “crooked” of the R. V. and
Phil. 2. 15.)  Did all who heard Pete
mon believe? Why not?

2. Baptized (verse 41), Who were baptized ?
What did this baptism signify?

'S ser-
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8. Bearing fruitage (verses 42-47). For con-
venience, let us group this fruitage under three
headings :

(1) Steadfastness (verse 42). Call atten-
tion to the word “steadfastly,” and ask the
pupils to find in the text in how many ways the
new  converts were steadfast, The following
are the points, the explanations of which are
found in the Norgs :

(a) Doctrine (that is, teaching).

(b) Fellowship,

(¢) Breaking of bread.

(d) Prayers.

Show how nec sary all these things are for
progress in the Christian | and then consider
the next fruit of true belief. (2) Self-sacrifice
(verses 43, 44). Do not undertake for the
young pupils any explanation of the community
of goods, but simply state that “this was an at-
tempt to live as near as possible the life
lived hy Jesus and his disciples during his min-
istry on earth, when literally they had all
things common.”  Show that the “singleness of
heart™ of verse 46 is an indication of this self-
sacrifice.  The supreme desire of the three
thousand was to honor Christ. Jealousy and
pride had no place in their thoughts,

(3) Gladness (verse 46). God intends that
Christians should be filled with peace and joy.
That morve of them are not so is due to the
fact that they do not continue steadfast in the
things named in verse 42,

TRUTHS EMPHASIZED,

The Church to-day needs steadfastness in its
membership, There are about wwenty-five mil-
lion professed Christians in the United States,
Why do they not exert more influence May
it not be because so many are lacking in stead-
fastness—that is, in fixedness in faith and de-
votion to duty? Let us impress our pupils
with the blessedness as well as the great need
of this important trait of character.  Some of
them are dreaming about and longing for the
opportunity to do something wonderful for
Christ and his kingdom. Show them that the
very best, most helpful, and most fruitful thing
they can do is to be steadfast, every day, to
those things which are right. Sum up with this
prayer to be prayed by each one daily :

LORD! HELP ME TO BE

STEADFAST

IN WHAT I8 RIGHT.
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STUDY IN ADVANCE, «

Ask the pupils to learn all they can about
the temple, 5o as to be able to understand the
references to it in next week's lesson,

Each week have something to say about the
review at the end of the quarter. Now is the
time to begin to prepare for it. Do so, by tell-
ing the pupils that the review will be a recall-
ing of the persons of the v rious lessons with
the truths learned in connection with each one,
Ask them to make and keep a list of the per-
sons studied about, and to add to it one name
each Sunday.  Our list to date is:

JESUS,
THE HOLY SPIRIT,
S000,

By Way of Illustration.

“They were pricked in their heart,”  1If a
man is able to produce beautiful roses and de
light his congregation with them Sunday after
Sunday, by all means let him produce them ;
only let him take care to make his roses as
God makes his—with thorns to prick the con-
science of the hearer, The most  cultivated
roses often lose their power to bear seeds, and
have very little fragrance because the aim of
the cultivation has been mere beauty.—Dr, .
T. Pierson.

“What shall we do? These were good lis-
teners who asked at the close of the sermon,
“What shall we do¥" They were doers as well
as hearers. This is surely a better question
than, “How do, you like our preacher's man-
or “Don’t you think Mrs. Blank should
take this sermon home to herself?’ * *Pente-
costal preaching' is a favorite theme with
Church members,” says Dr, Trambull; *“but
there is not so much said as might be about
pentecostal  hearing. Pentecostal  hearing
prompts the hearers to say with great earnest-
ness, ‘What shall we do?

Verse 1. Carlyle, speaking of the Reforma-
tion, says: “Once risen ‘ato this divine white
heat of temper, were it only for a season and
not again, it is henceforth considerable through
all its remaining history. Nations are benefited
for ages by being thrown once into divine white
heat in this manne And no nation that has
not had such divine paroxysms at any time is
apt to come to much.” Revival blessings do
not cease with the special meetings: they bring
us to a higher level of life and conduct.

“They continued steadfastly.”  All the new
vehicles are having what is called the “endur-
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ance test.”  “Will it wear?' “Will it last?"
are the questions we are constantly asking.
Upon the endurance test of Christians depends
success of Christianity, A pastor was se-
sistant.  Two young men applied.
Of one it was said, “He is brilliant and eflicient,
but subject to varviations in his zeal. You are
never quite sure whether he will meet any given
obligation.” Of the other it was said, “He is
noted not for great gifts, but for great faith-
fulness.,”  The pastor knew at once which man
he wanted.

Verse J7. One great source of the strength
of the Salvation Army in these days is that they
make every convert a worker ; and though some
of them make mistak it is a far better way
than that of many Churches, which shut up the
mouth of the convert for so long, lest he .should
make a mistake, that he presently forgets how
to open it at all in things that ar religious.
Let the teacher teach that as soon as we believe
that we have given our hearts to the Master
we onght at once to begin to do something for
him.—A. F. Schaufiier,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

While it is true that the Holy Spirit has
been in the world actively engaged in the af-
fairs of men, and that there was a day when
he came in a new sense to gbide and to do a
special work in human hearts; so it is true
that he is always present with every human
soul to restrain and guide and teach, and there
is a definite day in the soul's experience when
le comes in a new sense to abide and to trans-
form the life, This is what Jesus spoke of
when he said to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born
again: except a man be born from above, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Never for-
get that the “must™ of the Lord Jesus has
vital significance. The new birth through the
power of the Spirit is not a matter of opinion
or of choice; it is a spiritual necessity which
the Creator of the human soul understands and
affirms.  We inherit the kingdom only by birth-
right.

These persons who heard Peter's great ser-
mon entered into a new experience suddenly.
Their mental attitude was changed, and their
hearts were filled with new emotions. They be-
lieved what had before seemed incredible ; they
were glad in the new belief ; they lost their old
selfishness and shared whatever they had with
their less fortunate neighbors; they forgot to
complain and worry about temporal things, be-
ing full of praise and thanksgiving; and the

se
da
Je
fre
a
an
bu

e
the
cul
Th
tho
par
the
defi
‘on
wal
—
bre;
und
spri
No
und
spri
heai
kno
is a
born
said
teac]
to w
guid
as a
unto
I
Liste
his v
is his
Just
own
goody
and f




n, 19,

last 7"
wsking.,
epends

icient,
- are
given
He is
faith-
| man

ength
L they
some
- way
p the
hould
how
rious,
lieve
ster
g for

has
» af-
vhen
do a
true
man
here
vhen
ans-
e of
horn
, he
for-
has
the
ion
hich
and
rth-

ser-
nly.

Jan, 19.]

transformation was so complete and so gen-
uine—no mere “profession,” but al  posses-
sion—that they had favor with all the people.
These facts are surprising chietly because so
many persons experienced this change on the
same day. Day by day, every year, in all lands
where Jesus is preached in the power of the
Spirit as Peter preached, or where anyone
receives the word gladly as these persons  re-
ceived it, the same transformation is wronght,
It is an experience to which thousands give
definite testimony. It is the experience which
has inspived the hymns which thrill the hearts
of men wherever sung; the experience which
sends men and women into distant lands braving
danger and suffering to make the name of
Jesus known, It is the experience of passing
from death unto life, and is as different from
a cold belief in God and an intellectual accept-
ance of the truth of his word as the close-shut
bud is different from the open, fragrant flower,

I think as a rule the time of this new birth
can be definitely told; most persons who have
the experience recall a d Y, a4 moment, a cir-
cumstance, when they entered into the new life,
The approach to it may be gradual; education,
thought, association, sorrow, discipline, may pre-
pare the soul for that moment of surrender to
the work of the Spirit; but the moment is
definite, and the work is known in the soul's
consciousness, It is a new birth, I have
ched the opening of some beautiful flowers
—very slowly they unfold, until suddenly they
break out in perfect bloom. Mushrooms grow
under the ground unseen, and after a rain they
spring up in perfection, as we say, “in a night.
No the truth may be growing in the heart, and
under the rain of the blessed Spirit it will
spring into the beautiful bloom of a changed
heart, a new nature, a happy experience of
knowing God in a new relationship. A birth
is a beginning. We begin to live when we are
born of the Spirit, and, living, we grow. Jesus
said the Spirit would be our guide, and our
teacher. To what rich and high experiences,
to what broad and i spiring knowledge, he will
guide, who can say? “The path of the Just is
as a shining light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.”

Do not grieve this heavenly teacher and guide,
Listen when he speaks in your heart. It is
lis voice that says, “Give me thine heart.” Iy
is his voice that tells you when you do wrong.
Just open your heart to him, let him have his
OWn way in you: then you will live and grow in
goodness as flowers live and grow in the rain
and the sun,
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The rers’ Meeting,

The Means, I 5 and Source of Grace:
1. The Means: Convicting  souls, repentance,
baptism, the remission of sins, the gift of the
Holy Ghost, and separation from the world,
2. The Fruits Accepting instruction, submit-
ting to baptism, steadfastly working for God,
keeping close together, manifesting mutual love,
rejoicing in God, influence with the people, 3.
The Source: God....1. The Effects of the
Sermon, verses ~42; The Characteristics
of the Early Church, s 4347, .. .How to
Be Christians ; How Christians Should Be. ...
The Lesson Homily of our Hlustrative Notes
pres s this lesson as a study of the Church :
It was composed of believers ; it was
ized body ; an or lization with government ;: a
preaching chureh ; it had the sacraments; it was
a united church, sincere, spiritual, devout, cour-
ageous, steadfast ; it was mutually helpful, hap-
by, active, influential; hence it was successful,
h of these thoughts elaborated in the ITom-
ily spring naturally from the verses of our
lesson,

an organ-

Blackboard,

ALLED
‘ONVERTED
ONTINVING

To the small congregation who formed the
early Church of Christ, the Lord himself added
such as should he eternally savad. Their num-
ber grew by divine addition, the reckoning being
not of man, but of God. Then each true con-
vert was one whom the Spirit called, and there-
fore in fellowship with others he “continued.”
The number of those who thus allied themselves
with the Church in heart and life has constant-
Iy multiplied, until to-day the “real” Christians
number %%%,9%9,9 souls,

Coloring.—RBuilding, brown; words, white ;
scroll, pale blue; seal, red; lettering, yellow ;
lower words, blue lined in yellow,
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Optional Hymns,

Come with thy sins to the fountain.
The Spirit and the Bride say “Come !”
Jesus, my Lord, to thee I ery.

Love divine, all loyve excelling,
Saviour, let me still abide,

I bring my sins to thee

To-day the Saviour calls,

The Saviour is calling.

Come, every soul by sin oppressed.
Jesus Christ is passing by.

Library References.
PeTeR.—Taylor, Peter the 1postle.  Robin-
son, Nimon Peter.  Hodder, Nimon Peter: His
Life, Times, and Friends, Fouard, Saint Peter.
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LESSON IV. The Lame Man Healed.

[Jan. 26,

Macduff, Footsteps of St. Peter. Sooy, Individ-
uality, page Vance, College of the Apostles,
Candlish, Neripture Characters, page 187, Reed,
Companions of the Lord, page 187, Duff,
Early Church, page 57. Cox, Eaxpositor's Note
Book, page 361,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse ! The Treasury, vol, viii, page 143,
Banks, Fisherman and His Friends, page 200,
The Homiletic Monthly, vol, v, page 45
vii, page 17.
page

vol.
The Homiletic Review, vol. xvi,
). Sauvin, J., Sermons, vol. ii, page 281,

Verse 39,
page 348,

The Homiletic Review, vol, xxiv,
Verse 40.—Beck, Pastoral Theology, page
267,

Verse 42.—Arnold, School
The Treasury, vol. i, page &

rmons, page

[ Jan. 26.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation. Exod. 15, 2.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Acts 3.]

[ Commit to memory verses 6-8, |

Acts 3.1-10.

1 Now Pe’ter and John went up together into
the temple at the hour of prayer, being the
ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the
gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms of them that entered into the temple ;

3 Who seeing Pe’ter and John about to go
into the temple asked an alms,

4 And Pe'ter, fastening his eyves upon him
with John, said, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to
receive something of them.

6 Then Pe'ter said, Silver and gold have |
none: but such as 1 have give I thee: In the
name of Je'sus Christ of Naz'a-reth rise up
and walk.

T And he took him by the right hand, and
lifted him up: and immediately his feet and
ankle bones received strength.

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and
entered with them into the temple, walking, and
leaping, and praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and
praising God :

10 And they knew that it was he which sat
for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple :
and they were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment at that which had happened unto him.

1

REVISED VERSION,

1 Now Peter and John were going up into

the temple at the hour of prayer, being the
2 ninth howr. And a certain man that was
lame from his mother's womb was carried,
whom they laid daily at the door of the tem-
ple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms
of them that entered into the temple; who
seeing Peter and John about to £o into the
temple, asked to receive an alms. And Peter,
fastening his eyes upon him, with John, said,
Look on us. And he gave heed unto them,
expecting to receive something from them.
3 But Peter said, Silver and gold have I none ;
but what I have, that give I thee. 1In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.
And he took him by the right hand, and
raised him up: and immediately his feet and
his ankle bones received strength. And leap-
inz up, he stood, and began to walk: and
he entered with them into the temple, walk-
ing, and leaping, and praising God. And
all the people saw him walking and praising
God: and they took knowledge of him, that
it was he which sat for alms at the Beauti-
ful Gate of the temple : and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that which
had happened unto him.
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Home Readings,

A ‘t'he Lame Man Healed, Acts 3, 1-16,
T, Peter's exhortation. Acts 3. 17-26,

W. Command with power. Matt, 9. 1-8,
Th. Healing power, Luke 10, 1-9, 17
F. Christ's healing Word. John 5, 1
S. The exalted name. Phil, 2, 1-11,
8. Life through his name. John 20, 24-31,

).
V.

Lesson Hymns,

Vew Canadian Hymnal, No, 62,
I was once far away from the Saviour,
And as vile as a sinner could be,
I wondered if Christ the Redeemer
Could save a poor sinner like me,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 109,
She only touched the hem of his garment,
.\.-'l to his side she stole,
Amid the crowd that gathered around him ;
And straightway she was whole,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 217,
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear !
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer.

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. The Lame Man Restored,
Which of the disciples figure in the lesson ?
Why were they going to the temple?
What was peculiar in the condition of the
lame man?
Why was he at the gate of the temple?
What was Peter's first response to his appeal ¥
How did Peter assist his faith?
Whose representative did Peter declare him-
self to bhe?
How did the lame man express his gratitude?
What fact magnified the miracle in the eyes
of the people?
How did they show their interest?
2. Pcter Preaches Jesus,
Why did Peter address his hearers as “Ye
men of Israel"?
How did the apostle turn the attention from
himself to Christ?
With what did he charge his hearers?
Of what did he declare himself to be a wit-
ness?
How did he make this miracle an evidence of
the resurrection of Christ?
What place did he give in his discourse to
the faith of the man?
How does this miracle appear to be a parable
of the redemption of a penitent sinner?
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Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Asking alms of Peter (verses 1-3).,

Why was this lame man laid at the temple
gate?

What were the hours of temple prayer?

At which hour did Peter and John go¥

What facts show how severe was this lame-
ness

Did he know Peter and John as disciples of
Jesus?

2. Recciving strength from Christ (verses 4-7).
Was Peter able to give alms?
What could he do better than that?
Why was giving strength better than alms?
Whose faith in Jesus healed the lame man?
How long did it require to cure?
3. Leaping and praising God (verses 8, 9).
How does this show his faith in Jesus?
Did he mean Jesus in praising God?
Was he willing to leave the apostles?
Was this man a beggar in character, or only
by necessity ?

4. Explained by faith in Jesus (verses 10-16).
Who explained the miracle to the people?
Does Peter want any credit for himself?
Were any crucifiers of Jesus in this company

that now heard Peter?

Did not all accept Jesus at Pentecost?
What was done with Peter for this bold
speech ?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

How did Jesus still live on earth? In his
disciples,

What could the disciples do in his name?
His own works.

Where did Peter and John go one day? To
the temple to worship,

Whom did they see Iving at the gate Beautiful?
A lame beggar,

What did he ask of them? Money.

What did they give him? Ntrength to walk,

Was it their gift? No; it was the oift of God.

In whose name was the gift made? [In the
name of Jesus of Nazareth,

Must the beggar have believed in that name?
Yes,

What did the people think? That the power
belonged to Peter and John,

How did this make the apostles feel? Very
sorry.

Why? Because they loved and honored Jesus,

What great gift has God for each of us? 7The
gift of salvation.

What is our part? 7% reach out and take it,
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The Lesson Catechism.,
(For the entire school.)
1. Whom did Peter and John meet at the
Beautifui gate of the temple? A lame man,
2. What did ’eter say to him? “Rise up and
walk.”
3. In whose name did he say this? In the
name of Jesus Christ.

4. What did the lame man do? “He, I aping
up, stood and walked.”

5. What did this miracle show? 7e power
of Jesus's name,

ER. [Jan. g6,
6. By what name did Peter call Jesus?  The
Prince of Life,

7. What is the GowLp
my strength and song,” ete,

“The Lord is

The Church Catechism,

44. How doth our Lord set forth our duty to
God and our fellow-men? Our Lord sets forth
our duty to God and our fellow-men in these
words : ““Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself.”

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Conditions of Revival Effort,

I. CuRISTIANS UNITE IN EARNEST PPRAYER,
Went up together into the te mple. v, 1,
I was glad when they said....Let us go
into the house of the Lord. Psa. 122, 1.
Be perfectly joined together in the same
mind. 1 Cor, 1. 10,
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
Psa. 84, 4.
AVED FAIL 10 RECOGNIZE THEIR
JAL  OPPORTUNITIES,
Who secing Peter and John. .. .asked an alms.
v. 3.
If thou knewest the gift, thou wouldest have
asked of me living water. John 4, 10,
Ye ask, and i because ye ask
amiss, James 4, 3,
Set your affection on things that are above,
Col. 3. 2,
ITI. Tue CHRISTIAN OFFERS TREASURES OF
GRACE T0 THE UNSAVED,
Such as I have give 1 thee, v. 6.

IL T

Seek ye first the kingdom of God. Matt,
3.
As every man hath received, so let him min-
ister. 1 Pet. 4. 10,
Give to him that asketh thee, Matt, 5. 42

IV. Tue CONVERTED MAN 18 A NEW CREATURE,
His feet. . .reccived stre ngth, v,
I’ut on the new man, Eph. 4. 24,
Strengthened with all might, according to
his glorious power. Col. 1. 11,
It is God that girdeth me with strength,
DPsa. 18. 32,

V. ConversioN Brings Harppi

38,
Leaping, and praising God. v. 8,
O magnify the Lord with me. Psa. 34. 3.
Giving thanks unto the Father which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the in-
heritance, Col, 1, 12,
Singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord. Eph, 5, 19,

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

The excitement of the Pentecost has subsided, and the Church has settled down in quiet. Publie in-
terest has for the time being turned in other directions. The disciples are vet as thorough Hebrews in
creed as they are Christians, and so they steadily attend the services of the temple, while they see probably
4 new meaning in the offered lamb, and feel a new power in the choral song. One afternoon as Peter and
John, typical leaders, are about to enter the temple for “ daily prayers,” they see, close to the Beautiful
Gate, a wretched man, crippled from birth, laid there to beg. He cannot enter, for he cannot move, and if
he could ritual regulations might exclude him. He asks help, and Peter gives it in a fashion he had not
expected. Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth, Peter declares to be the royal Messiah of Israel—dead, as all
the nation knew, but alive for evermore, and wielding power to heal the blasted body and save the sinful
soul. The beggar hears, believes, and new life thrills through his feetle limhs. He leaps for the first time
in all his life, and, rushing up the marble steps, enters the temple from which till now he had been ex-
cluded, and praises God, while crowds around gaze in blank astonishment, Peter, taking advantage of
the curiosity, preaches to hundreds the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Verse 1. Peter and John, These two lead-
ers of the apostolic company  were evidently
warmly attached to each othe They had both
been fishermen and both disciples of John the
Baptist. The incident we are about to study
occurred probably soon after the day of Pente-
cost. The temple, We may suppose that they
had crossed the bridge from Zion into the court
of the Gentiles and were passing into the court
of the women, Hour of prayer. Thrice each
day every pious Jew prayed either in the tem-
ple or turning his face toward it (1 % 173
Dan. 6. 10). God's people have need of both
private and publie worship.  Regularity in
habits of devotion is a notable means of gra
The ninth hour. About three o'clock in the af-
ternoon ; the hours were counted from sunrise,
It was “the time of the evening sacrifice,”

2. A certain man. Only a miracle could reach
this . He was over forty years old, had
been crippled from birth, was too weak even to
use crutches, and, added to all other sorrows,
was wretchedly poor. His only means of liveli-
liood was to display his miseries outside the tem-
ple €} inside he must not he carried, for the
Mosaice ritual was not tender to eripples, Our
Lord was the first religions teacher who was at-
tracted hy wretchedness, and loved most those
who needed him most, They laid daily. Just as
in the East to-day the deformed and poor throng
about the doors of mosques and churches, Al-
ways those who are most worshipful to God are
kindest to their fellow-men, At the gate. We see
in this man a picture of the sinner shut out from
fellowship with God, Almost all the alms of
the world are administered at the gates of God's
temple,  Called Beautiful.  Which of several
gates is thus alluded to is not certain; but it
was probably the “Gate Nicanor,” which led
from the outer to the inner court—a magnificent
gate fifty cubits high and forty cubits wide.

3, 4. Alms, originally spelled “almesse,” is
not a plural noun, as its present form might sug-
gest, It means first “mercy,”
and, consequently, “an act of mer Fasten-
ing his eyes upon him. There was no attempt
at hypnotism here, Chri tianity always fixes
its eyes with pity on physical and moral wretch-
edness,  Look on us. “God helps those who
help themselves,” Nearly all this poor man's

muscles are paralyzed; but his mouth and eyes,
at least, are active, and if he would be well
he must use what he has: “ask an alms” and
“look™ on his miraculous benefactors,

8, 8. Erpecting to rece ire, 'What he expected
was a coin or two., Silver and gold. Peter had
literally forsaken all to follow Christ, and was
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probably one of the poorest men who that day
passed the temple portals; but how rich was he
as an heir of God! Such as L have give [ thee,
No man can have divine power

nd be ignorant
of it. Unpromising circumstances turn into ad-
vantages when consecrated to God,  Sometimes
the poor can do for their fellow-men more than
the rvich.  In the name of Jesu Peter speaks
by the authority of Jesus: Jesus, however,
wrought his miracles by his own authority,

. Lifted him, Peter helieves thoroughly that
his effort to work a cure will be successful, and
50 lends his confidence to the cripple, and *
him. 8o the Church must lift the sin-stricken
world toward Christ. Notice that this verse
written by Luke, the physician, desc
case

ibes the
Ust as we might expect a physician to
describe it,

8. Euntered with them into the temple, This,
with his praising God, showed the religious tem-
per of the man, Iis gratitude to Peter and
John would be an additional reason for his ac-
companying them into the temple courts, The
iking differences between this narratiy and
a similar miracle w rought at Lystra by I'aul,
d recorded in the fourteenth chapter of Acts,
have heen frequently pointed to, Luke was an
historian whose materials were received from
“eyewitn ," and there is evidence in the
contry between the picturesque scene we are
now studying and the dry and chippy narrative
in the fourteenth chapter that Luke “left his
narratives as they came to his hand, without any
attempt to stamp on them his own individual-
ity

9. All the people saw him. The Jewish au-
thorities admit the abundance of testimony to
the reality of this cure, The cripple had been
well known,

11, Held Peter and John. His first wild
ebullition of joy was over; he had “walked” to
test his strength, “leaped” in gladness for the
first time in his life, and “praised God” with
devout heart. Now he turns back to his bene-
factors, and clings to them in simple gratitude,
The porch that is called Nolomon's. This was
an imposing marble colonnade six hundred feet
long. Each pillar was six feet in diameter, and
its splendid roof was nearly forty feet high,

12. Peter saw it. The gathering of the peo-
ple. He answered. This expression is used of
beginning any discourse. Why marvel ve. As
though such an event had never occurred before ;
since Jesus had wrought many similar miracles
in that place (Matt. 21. 14). Why look ve so
carnestly.  Every good preacher should hide
himself behind his Master. Our own power,

&
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As if the miracle had been wrought by some
magical craft. Or holiness, As if their piety
was so great as to obtain this miraculous token
of the divine favor. The mi racle had been
wrought not for their sakes, but to call the at-
tention of the people to the Gospel., Humility
is an excellent virtue in one endowed with the
Spirit of God.

13. The God of our fathers.  No false God,
therefore, and no new God.  Hath glorified,
Peter now shows the contrast between their
treatment of Jesus and God's honor of him ;
while his own people had rejected, delivered
slain him, God had owned him by mighty works.
His son Jesus, Rather, as in the Revised Ver-
sion, “his Servant Jes His aim is to show
that Jesus had obeyed God and fulfilled his
will and for that very faithfulness had suf-
fered death,

14. A murderer, Barabbas. They sent the
innocent to the cross, and required the freedom
of the guilty,

15. Killed the Prince of life. The word

[Jan. 26,

“prince” here means not only “ruler,” but “orig-

inator,” “leader,” the one who brings us into
eternal life bought with his death, The same
word is translated “eaptain™ in Heb, 2. 10,
God hath raised. The fact that Jesus had been
raised from the dead was the great truth upon
which the Gospel rested, Hence it is asserted
in every discourse of the New Testament, We
are witnesse Not only Peter and John, but
all the twelve, The great work of every Chris-
tian is to bear testimony to a risen and living
Saviour,

16. Ye see and know. God's work in grace
may be a mystery, but its results may be seen
by all. No one ean comprehend growth, but
all can see that trees grow : no one can fathom
a soul's salvation, but the change in character
which it brings all can perce| The faith
which is by him, “Through him” (Rev. Ver. Y
the faith which Christ alone can impart, estal-
lish, and reward, the true faith of the Gospel,
Both apostles and lame man had exercised this
faith, each in his own measure. Faith is the
link between our wenkness and Christ's power,

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

THE MIRACLE,

In his sermon on the day of Pentecost Peter
made use of these words: “Jesus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs, which God did by him
in the midst of you, * yourselves also know,”
This divine attestation 80 often given during
the life of Jesus was continued under the apos-
tles' administration. The miracle here re-
corded was a notable one and produced a most
profound impression. The man upon whom it
was wrought was “above forty years old” and
“lame from his mother’s womb.” The answer
to the oft-repeated inquiry as to why such mir-
acles are not more frequent to-day is not very
difficult.  In the realm of the physical the
achievements of the medical science are truly
marvelous when brought into comparison with
the stage of it development at the time of the
working of this miracle. The advance has heen
very gradual, and bas come ahout by the dis-
covery and mastery of the laws of our heing,
And because these modern achievements are
wrought in accordance with law they do not
seem to possess the miraculous element. But
they are certainly very wonderful. Could the
man of the first century witness them from the
point of view which he then occupied they would
be almost as miraculous as the event here re-
corded. Tt requires man many centuries of pa-

tient toil to achieve that which our Lord was
able to achieve in an instant by the fiat of his
word. But in the achieving of it man has been
greatly blessed,

Moreover, the demand made by many in our
own times for supernatural physical miracles
is unreasonable, if not, indeed, childish. They
were necessary in the first century as a creden-
tial of the new faith. But the Church ought to
have outgrown the necessity, aye, the demand,
for them long ago. It was the kindergarten
method adapted to the period of the childhood
of the Church—object lessons of divine power,
The miraculous element of the life of Chris-
tianity to-day is far greater, Its results are
achieved in the realm of the spiritual,  The age
of miracles is not past. It has only fairly
begun,  But they are on a far higher plane
than in the first century, The return of the
Church to the working of miracles in the realm
of the physical, were such a thing possible,
would be very clearly a retrogression,

THREE IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES SUGGESTED BY
THIS EVENT,

I. No man can give that which he himself
does not possess. Peter said, “Silver and gold
have I none.” Hence he could not meet the re-
quest even for an alms. It is a good thing to
remember this principle as a fundamental law
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ol life. In order to give forth we ourselves must
first possess. We are so anxious to do that we
sometimes forget that the first business of life
is to be.  Self-realization according to the Christ
type of life is the first duty of every Christian,
The surest and quickest way to serve others is
by the attainment of a rich, deep personality
of our own. The relation of character to service
is most vital. What we really do in life is de-
termined almost entirely by what we are. The
teaching of ipture confirms this principle
again and again. The disciples were carefully
instructed to farry at Jerusalem before they
went forth, They were to attain before they
were to achiere, “Take heed, therefore, unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you ove " (Acts
20. 28). So Paul said to Timothy, “Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine” (1 Tim,
4. 16),

“Teach me, Father, how to be
Kind and patient as a tree,
Joyfully the crickets croon

Under shady oak at noon ;

Beetle on his mission bent
Tarries in that cooling tent,

Let me, also, cheer a spot,
Hidden field or garden grot—

Place where passing souls can rest
On the way and be their best,”

II. No man can help giving that which he
himself possesses. “Such as I have give I thee.”
Our external possessions are subject to the con-
trol of our volition. We may give or not of
money and such things as we wish. Not so
with the spiritual qualities of the soul. 1In the
sequel of the event here recorded we hear Peter
and John say, “We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.” Conviction
is sometimes so strong as to compel audible ut-
terance,  But the soul has other means of ex
pression than by spoken language, It is under
the law of necess ty thus far at least that it
must express itself. It does so as naturally and
as inevitably as the sun gives forth the warmth
of his ray By the silent, subtle law of his
being every man creates about him a miasma
or an Eden. Which, is determined by the qual-
ity of his own soul—hy his inner, secret char-
acter.  The effluence of some personalities
stifles us, while that of others makes us breathe
a freer atmosphere, Nothing in this world is
So contagious, so potential, so dynamic as strong
Christian character, We give what we are al-
ways and inevitably,

Dr. Hugh MacMillan in a very suggestive ser-
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mon on “The Action of Presence says: “Not
more constantly is the sun pouring forth its
beams or a flower exhaling its fragrance than
the Christian is radiating or exhaling influence
from his character upon those arvound him.
Wherever he is, whatever he does, this influence
never ceases. It underlies all his actions ; it
runs side by side with all his words ; it goes on
when action ceases and words fail.  What a man
voluntarily chooses, says, or does is only oc-
casional.  He does not always think or always
act. From pure fatigue he must, perforce, he
1t and inactive at times. But what he is—
that is neces savily perpetual, and coextensive
wiih his being. The voluntary language of what
I say or do is spasmodic, and liable to continual
interruption ; hut the language of my character,
of what I really am, is continuous as my
life itseif, and suffers no more interruption than
the beating of my heart or the breathing of my
lungs. T cannot live at all without radia
this influence, Simply to be in this world is
to exert an influence, compared with which
mere words and acts are feeble,”

IIL. The best gifts to our fellow-men are not
material, but spiritual, If a man make this
the occasion of an excuse for penuriousness he
may very safely conclude that he has none
of those larger and richer gifts herein referred
to. Money is a great means of doing good, es-
pecially when the giver gives himself with his
gift. But a man may render a high and holy
service to his race who has not large means to
use for the welfare of others, What, then,
are some of these gifts?

(1) Truth. A new idea lodged in a mind
may o broaden its horizon as to prove a bless-
ing most valuable, A “knowledge which grows
from more to more™ saves life from its narrow-
ness and brings the soul out into a larger place,

(2) A high ideal commended both by precept
and example, “Ye are the salt of the earth,”
said Jesus.  Moral inspiration is one of the
great needs of the world, He is great in the
true sense of the word who can impart it to his
fellows,

(3) Sympathy. What a depth of meaning in
the very word itself— ove and maoyw, to suffer
with!  And no man evey really sympathizes
with another unless he stands close enough by
that other's side to feel the weight of a part
of that other man's burden. What a practical
expression of sympathy was this of Peter's,
“and he took him by the right hand”! He did
not merely touch his finger tips. But heartily
and earnestly grasping his hand, “he lifted him
up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones
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received strength,  And he leaping up stood and
walked, and enteved with them into the temple,
walking and leaping and praising God.”

(4) A clear, strong witness to the help that
God brings to men in life's battle,  What a
benediction it is to point men to the true source
of strength,  "The little Hebrew maiden was so
lumble that she could not approach the great
Syrian,  She only dares tell his wife. “Would
God my Lord were with the prophet.”  And
Naaman goes and is restored. Thus is it given

to every Christian to say to earth’s poor, sin-
sick, suffering souls, “In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazarveth rise up and walk.”

Thoughts for Young People,
CONCERNING SIN AND SALVATION.
ilyzed by his
sins, unable to move toward God, “outside the
gate,” and excluded from the highest and deep-
est spiritnal privileg

2. The sinner is in poverty and need, an oh-
Jecet of pity to all who reali his condition, He
Is utterly unable to help himself,

3. Nalvation comes to the sinner achile he is
unconscions of it, or seeking the commoner and
lower gifts of life. All he thinks of is “silver
and gold,” or some other inadequate form of
relief,

L. The sinner is a cripple, pi

s, He is “born in sin,”

Nalvation comes to the sinner through
human instrumentality,  Ther is always a
Peter to extend to him the powe
to lift him up.

8. The sinner who would be saved must ex-
ert himself, and by God's help strive to do what
he cannot do by nature,

6. The sinner who would be save d must have
faith when the opportunity of salvation is pre-
sented.  If he responds to the divine call, and
acts with faith, new power will he given to him,
and a transformation wrought in him,

7. The first impulse of the saved sinner is to
enter God's house and offer praise to God. His
next is to cling to good men.

of God, and

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
HISTORY.

In the history of the development of the
Christian Church we find that at the date of our
lesson, and for some time afterward, the apos-
tles, and perhaps most of the other Chr tians,
attended the services of the temple and of the
synagogue, This was hecause Christianity was
the natural outgrowth of Judaism, It is help-
ful for the teacher to have this in mind, so as
to be able to answer satisfactorily the naturai

[Jan. 26.

inquiries of the veighter pupils, but little time
need be devoted to the subject in classes of in-
termediates,

INTRODUCTION,

Call attention to the fact that Peter and
Jehn were companions. (Nee John 18, 15, 16;
20, 3-8; Luke 22. 8; Acts 8, 14;
Let the teacher note the value of Christian
friendship and of union in Christian effort, and
urge the pupils to form companionships only
with those who are Christians,

Question the pupils as to what they know
about the temple, and, having given such infor-
mation as may he necessary for a proper under-
standing of the text, take up the

NARRATIVE,
which may be considered in a series of four
pictures ;

LA man on the ground (verse 2), How old
is he? What is the trouble with him? [How
long has he been in this condition? Where is
he Iying? For what purpose? How did he get
the How often does he lje there? Did you
ever see anyone like him? Whepe?

2.7

2 "0 men at the temple gate (verses 1-6G).
What is the name of the gate? What are the
names of the men? Where are they going?
For what purpose? What does the man on the
ground ask of them? What do the two men
tell him to do? What does he do? What does
he expect? What does Peter say? What does
he do?

3. A man exulting (verses 7, 8). What three
things is he doing? (verse 8) Where was he
Jjust a moment ago? What has made this great
change? The teacher should strive to make
very clear the fact that it was the power of
Jesus operating through Ieter that made the
man whole, (Compare verses ¢ and 16 with
Acts 4. 10 and 14, 8-18,)

4 A crowd of people (verses 9, 10). What
do the people see a man do? What change do
they behold in him? Iow do they feel? Why?
What would you have done had you seen this
miracle?

TRUTH EMPHASIZED,

Have the Golden Text repeated, Speak to the
class of the power of God and of his willing-
ness to help. Get and give illustrations of this
from the Bible, from history, and from every-
day life. Ask the class to tell what the Lord
is able, ready, and willing to give to his children
to-day. After as full an expression of opinion
as time will permit group and impress the
points under three headings as suggested by the
Golden Text ;
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The Lord will give—
. Salvation,

2. Strength.

. A song,

<plain the meaning of these words, and tell

what blessings are included in the thought of

each of them, and then sum up as follows :
I WILL TAKE THE LORD
ALVATION,

FOR MY TRENGTII.
ON

STUDY IN ADVANCE,
Have the pupils read Acts 3. 1
twofold object of unders anding
L. The kind of preaching that turned the
world upside down,
2. The cause of the anger of the leaders of the
Jews,

for the

By Way of Illustration,

“At the gate of the temple.”  Almost all

the alms of the world are administered at the
gates of God's temples, Nearly all the char-
itable institutions of the world and the beney-
olent movements of society depend on those
who go to the temple at the hour of prayer,
When money is needed to relieve the world's
distress men go straight to the gate of the tem-
ple to beg. It is a testimony to the worth of
Christianity.—g, g, Doherty.
Expecting to receire something from them.”
One of Mr. Spurgeon's preachers was discour-
aged. e seemed to be o ecting nothing. He
came to tell his :lismurm.'mm-nl, saying, “I have
been preaching and preaching, and apparently
it does no good.” My, Spurgeon replied, “You
do not believe God will bless every truth yon
declare, do you?" *0, certainly not,” said the
disconraged man, “And that is just the reason
why he does not,” was the answer, God would
have us turn toward him expectantly when we
work for him, just as the lame man did toward
the apostles,

“What I have, that give I thee,” When you
preach Christ you are giving the people some-
thing better than silver or gold. T was preach-
ing on my first charge one Sunday evening
when a young man came in and sat down by
the door. There was an earnestness in his
face which attracted me.  He left before the
service closed, but by inquiry I found that he
Was a hired man living on a farm a mile away,
I drove out that night and called for him, saying
to him, “You are convicted of sin and need
Jesus Christ, Shall T pray for you?" ‘“Yeg"
he said. He was converted that night, Suppose
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that instead of bringing him to Christ I had
given him fifty dollars, People would have
said, “That's the way to help a young man on
in the world.” RBut L did for him that which
was better.  Years afterward I visited that
place. The young man had become g steward
in the church, and 1 Was a guest in his home,
He said to e, »1 own this farm, am a director
in the bank, and hold a position of influence and
honor in the community, It all began with my
conversion. [ was Just then vacillating between
good and evil,"- Bishop €, ¢, WeCabe,
Heart Talks on the Lesson.

There are compensations in suffering, The
blessings and the ilIs of life are more evenly
distributed than we think.  We will see this
more clearly when we gain spiritual vision in
a world of purer atmospher Here was this
man helpless from his birth. A part of his
compensation was the fact that his condition
awakened sympathy and brought him friends,
Somebody cared for him and carvied him ey
day to the temple gate that he might get help
from the passers-by. Can we not trust God that,
in the larger realm of being which he sees,
but we do not see, his gracious law of com-
pensation will bring, through divine love and
wisdom, out of sickness, sorrow, and sin, greater
geod for redeemed humanity ¥ | surely believe it,
There are compensations even in this life i trust
him to reveal fully his plan of love for all who
suffer, in the hroad, open plain of his own eter-
nity,

The great work in which God the father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit is now en-
gaged, in which he asks our cooperation, is to
bring the needy and helpless within reach of
the help. If this can be done perfect sound-
ness will result,

This man, lame from his birch, helpless, in
pitiful need at the gate of the temple, is a pic-
ture of this sinful, sorrowful world, We may
make it a personal matter, and say it is a
picture of ourselves if we have not been re-
stored to spiritual health through the power of
Jesus's name; so near the temple, symbol of all
that is pure, noble, worth possessing—the place
where God manifests himself, where the aspira-
tions of the immortal soul are satisfied—and yet
outside, helpless to enter, until through fajth
in the wonderful Name Wwe are made strong,
But—happy thought !'—it is beside the Beauti-
ful gate that the helpless are Iying. He who
said, “I am the way,” makes it possible for all
to enter; the beautiful gate of his love is always
open, and he gives us strength to leap up, stand,
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and walk,” so that we may take possession of
every good gift with joyful praise.

This man, unable to help himself, looked a
Peter and John expecting to receive .wun-llnm.
of them. So the sinful, sorrowful world looks
at a Christian, at you and me, expecting to re-
rive something from us, and they have a right
to expect it Al blessings that flow to us
should flow through us. We are God's channels ;
le us keep the channel wide and free. Peter w
conscious of possessing power, and felt the re-
sponsibility of using it. Ile was full of the
Holy Spirit, and he knew he had something to
give, If every Christian were awake to the
power we have in Jesus Christ, and to the priv-
ilege of using it for others, what Joy and help
and healing would flow through each one to
the needy and helpless !

There are better things than silver and gold
to give. “Such as I have give I thee” is a
heautiful saying for us to adopt as we pass
along life's crowded thoroughfare. *“As every
one hath received the gift, even so let him min-
ister as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God.”  What manifold grace is ours! Are you
giving such as you have? Can you sing? The
singing of a hymn by one who had consecrated
her voice to Jesus brought a soul into the light
of faith and peace. A fower placed in the win-
dow of a dark, dirty room made the woman
wash one pane of glass, then the whole window,
then the house, then her children, and sent them
to Sunday school, where their dark soul-win-
dows were opened to the light. *“The Christian
for the times is one who knows something, be-
licves  something, feels something, and does
something.” —

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Here was a great opportunity, verses 1-3:
Show its constituents—the time, the place, the
believers, the apostles. Here was a wonderful
work, verses 5-10: Attention, command, assist-
ance, cure, conviction, Iere w powerful
name, verses 11-16: Not by human power, but
by the name of Jesus....The lesson n v he
interestingly studied from the point of view of
Peter or from the point of view of the lame
man.  Here was a helpless man, as helpless

vsically as the sinner is spiritually,  Wretch-
wor and outcast, he nevertheless had some
friends. Let us thank God for friends: let us
value our spiritual friends. What are we as
Christians doing for our poor friends who are
spiritually erippled? The friends of the help-
less man brought him to the best of all places—
“the gate of the temple.” The poverty and
the wealth of apostles may well be contrasted,

Optional Hymns,

To the Name of our salvation,

There is no name so sweet on earth,
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.
Father, 1 stretch my hands to thee,

All my doubts I give to Jesus,

I love the name of Jesus,

There is a name 1 love to hear,
When in the tempest he'll hide me.
Once for all the Saviour died,

The Great Physician now is near.

Library References.

EFFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY.—Stores, Divine
Origin of Christianity. Dennis, Missions and
Social Progress.  Williamson, Healing of the
Nations, Stuckenburg, Christian Nociology.
Brace, Gesta Christa,  Dorchester, Problem of
Religious Progress.  Carvoll, Religious Forces
of the United States,
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

Though's for the New Year,

Witk heartiest New Year greetings to all
primary teachers who read the BANNER, we ask
especial attention to this truth concerning the
entrance upon Christian life and opportunity.
‘““Childhood is the open gateway ; youth, the
closing door ; age, the barred entrance,” And
also to this suggestive word spoken by a little
child in Sunday school : “ When 1 get to heaven |
am going to reach down and draw my papa up.”

WE take great pleasure in presenting to our
readers at this time some helpful words on
Primary Lesson Const ruction, by Miss Johnston,
who is a teacher of much experience, and with
a heart full of love for the work.

Miss Baldwin also furnishes us with an ad-
mirable “Preview of the Quarter's Lessons,”
which will be eagerly welcomed by many teach-
ers,

Points,

IN one hour the Sunday school teacher must
correct errors that have come to the child's no-
tice for six days, and help to lay the foundation
of Christian character, It is therefore very
necessary that the teacher should be in touch
with God! One once asked a little boy how
he liked his Sunday school teacher, Ile replied
that he did not like her., When asked why, he
answered, “Because she never cries.” [le had
seen tears in the eyes of a former teacher, and
the Spirit of God, which had filled her eyes
with tears, had also moved the hearts of her
scholars,

The next point to be taken into account is
the manner in which you come before your
class.  You should come fresh in body, having
on previous days made all necessary preparation
for the teaching of the lesson. You should come
from your knees—from a humble talk with God.

Other suggestions to be borne in mind are the
following : Teach the lesson to yourself before
You attempt to teach it to your pupils.  Secure
the attention of your class before you teach
the lesson. Always have your scholars tell you
what you have told them. Review every lesson,
Never forget to make prominent the application
of the lesson—the bringing of the central truth
to bear upon the life of the scholars,

Take a few moments oceasionally to teach
the members of your class the peculiar denom-

inational doctrines of your Church, Some
schools that arve graded make such knowledge a
point of promotion. Be encouraged when the
way seems dark.,  You little know how your
words are treasured by your scholars,

A man once found himself in the hands of the
law.  “If 1 only had done as my  Sunday
school teacher told me,” he said, 1 should not
be here.”  Does not this show that a teacher's
words follow his scholars?

A Preview of the Quarter’s Lessons,

It is generally acknowledged in all grades
of Sunday school teaching that the only way to
have a successful review at the end of the quar-
ter is to take a comprehensive preview of the
work before it begins, and find an axis about
which the whole may revolve; and nowhere is
this more essential than with children of the
primary age,

Usually the quarter’s Golden Text may be
used as a central thought, but the one given
for this quarter is difficult for little children.
There is an alternative, however, in the Easter
text, and that is much better. The lossons of
the quarter show how the Church of Jesus
Christ grew. A tree might be used as an em-
blem of growth, and as it is kept before the
class week after week something to suggest the
varions lessons added. Begin with the text,
“Jesus said, . . . I am the resurrection and the
life,” written underneath the tree.  Only a
living Saviour could help the Chureh to grow,
(A suggestion of this kind will be sufficient at
the beginning; the truth can be further empha-
sized in teaching the Easter Lesson.) The les-
sons on the promise and its fulfillment ave fol-
lowed by the great results told of in Lesson 111,
How fast the Church grew that day! Jesus
gave his friends power to heal sick people, and
a lame man who had never walked was helped
(IV). The rulers tried to make the Church stop
growing (V), but they could not. Then came
something that would—and the only thing that
could—destroy the Church of Jesus Christ : sin
in the lives of those who belonged to it (VI).
Just as worms that would kill trees must be de-
stroyed, so that sin had to be blotted out of the
Church.  (IHave nothing referring to that lesson
in the preview chart. Its absence will impress-
ively emphasize the truth.) Again the rulers
tried to hurt the Church (VII, VIII, and & g




66 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Stephen went to his heavenly home, but the work
of preaching and helping people went right
on.  Then Saul determined to stop all preaching
about Jesus (X), but what happened? The
Church only grew the faster (Acts 8, Lesson
XI). Can anything ever hurt the Chureh?
The childven will undoubtedly remember Les-
son VI in this connection, and Lesson XI11 may
be taught with that thought as its foundation,
Here is something we must all keep away from

“touch not, taste not, handle not"—hecause
it can so harm people and make them unfit to
serve God.  The Easter Lesson will round out
the quarter’s teaching, showing the living Say-
iour helping his people now as he did then,
and leading his Chureh, which is always and
steadily growing.,

Primary Lesson Construction,
BY JULIA 1, JOHNSTON,

LEssoN study should he comprehensive, but
lesson building should be selective, To the ma-
terial of Seripture truth or story must be added
its connection, the exact meanings of words, the
thoughts of others, our own reflections, and the
illustrations that will make all lustrous, But
an effort to build in all that is gathered up will
sult in confusion. The embarrassment of
'8 will overtake teacher and scholar, To
construct wisely and ompactly we must make
# choice and hold vurselves to it. Then we must
arrange material in an orderly and harmonious
way. If we simply get all we can and give out
as much as we can, in a “miscellaneous” manner,
is any child likely to receive and retain it?

In the plan of lesson construction evolved
from my own past there are three vital parts:
The Point of Contact, the Lesson Story, the
Lesson Truth,

The whole Sunday school world is indebted to
Mr. Du Bois for his book 7'he Point of Contacet.
It has become a classic in its realm. He h
called attention to the law that we must proceed
from the known to the unknown ; but the ex-
perience of countless teachers responds to this
and indorses it as among the absolute things,
and others must realize it and “perform the doing
of it,” or the rule will be lost to them,

In order to teach or “cause to know” we must
arrest thought and secure attention, but it must
be upon the vantage ground of child knowledge,
We must touch first of all the experience of the
child world. Let us, then, construct lessons with
direct intention to adjust them to the right
starting point.

Many teachers introduce the lesson with a
story which appeals to the little scholar's knowl-
edge, curiosity, imagination, or senses,  This is
admirable, But we must be on guard against
anything so unfamiliar and striking as to over-
tax the child mind in seeing the connection, or to
forestall the lesson and leave no room for the
truth, I heard lately of ¢
tale of an escape from g

teacher who used a
bear as the point of
contact for a lesson on the cities of refuge, She
found afterward that all remembered the hear
story, and not one the Bible story it was meant
to introduce and impress,

The point of contact need not necessarily be
a story, It may be an illustration or bit of
experience in child life, drawn out by question,

We may “suppose”

that this or that happened,
and the children may be induced to tell what they
would do under certain circumstances. It will no
do to try this, haphazard, on coming to the
We must think down to the child level before-
hand, and construct the introduction so that it
will touch the little one at the point of his own
experience or knowledge,

The next thing to be considered in lesson con-
struction is the Bible story or portion, which
must be presented clearly., Be minute enough
in the recital to satisfy childish craving for de-
tails, but do not overload with them. Be sure
that you know them all perfectly yourself, but
select wisely, and rehearse in your own mind, or
practice upon a child if You can, till your word
pictures have a glow, a form, and color not to bhe
forgotten. Mo tell a story well, especially a
Bible story, is an almost indispensable art, It
may be cultivated, and should be, Feel the
story, live it, love it, and then tell it,

The third division of the plan of preparation
is the Lesson Truth. Choose it well, word it
simply, fix it in the mind, and ticn let all the
light of the lesson play upon it, Although this
division is naturally mentioned last, it should
indeed come first, in a sense, and should pene-
trate all the rest. Decide upon the truth (just
one) after careful examination of material, then
build around it, embody it in the introduction,
or point of contact, let it color the Bible story,
and culminate at the close of the lesson. Repeat,
illustrate, impress it, draw from the class again
and again, till it is so associated with the story
that recalling the lesson will recall the truth
taught,

So let us hold ourselyes to systematic prepa-
ration. Let us so build up the lesson as we
study that we shall build in the truth as we
teach; for only thus shall we become workmen
that need not to be ashamed,
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Five-Minute Additional Lessons.

[It is suggested that these lessons by
the opening exercises, and be set af
teaching by song or other exercises, |

ven following
tfrom the lesson

Lesson 1,
THE BLESS]
Memory verse : “The b) 18 of the Lord, it
maketh rich”  (Prov. 10, )e
The Lord Jesus in his word calls some people
bl . What is it to be blessed? Happy?
Yes, more than happy. Blessedness comes from
heaven, and will last forever. Let us see who
are the blessed. *“Blessed are the poor in spirit :
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mcney cannot make us rich in spirit, and the
lack of it cannot make us poor in spirit. What,
then, does Jesus mean ¥

S,

He means that in our Own spirits we may grow
80 proud of ourselves, and so satisfied with what
we are and what we have that we feel no need
of God, Some people feel happy because they
are beautiful; others because they have money
and fine clothes: and others because they have
bright minds, and can talk or write or sing or
act better than othe These things are their
riches, and yet to have them all would not make
them blessed. Would you be happy in a beau-
tiful house full of gifts if there was no mother
or father there? No, You would be pleased for
little while, but at night you would feel lonely
—Poor in spirit—without them, So are we poor
in spirit when we long for our heavenly Father,
Then he comes into our hearts, and we are
blessed, for ours is the kingdom of heaven,

Lesson 11,

“Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall
be comforted.”

What ! happy, blessed, when one is sorrow-
ful? How can that be? It must be, for Paul
once said he was “sorrowful, yet always re-
Joicing.” If all who mourn may be comforted
and blessed why should there be anything but
peace and gladness in all the world?

Because Jesus did not mean the kind of mourn-
ing that is sorry for itself, and mourns the loss
of worldly things, He is speaking of those who
do not wish for anything so much as the for-
giveness of their sins, and are sorry that they
have ever grieved a loving Saviour, e knows
when the first feeling of sorrow for sin rises in
the heart of one of his children, and he says,
“T'hey shall be comforted,” for he loves to for-
give and bless, e knows, too, all those who
suffer for the sins of others, and for the loss
of their loved ones, and he says, “They shall be
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comforted.” If you hide this sweet blessing
away in your heart, it will “ome up to comfort
you when you need jt,

Lesson 111,

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit
the carth,”

What great gifts the Lord gives his children
whom he calls “*blessed " To the “poor in spirit"”
he gives g kingdom—the kingdom of lieaven ; to
those who mourn he gives comfort ; and to the
meek he gives the earth! Who are the meek 7
Just the gentle who are gentle because it is
Christlike, Jesus did not try to become a king
over the little country of the Jews: he Jjust
wanted to make*people good, and he taught them
to be gentle ; never to fight for honors, or wealth,
or fame, but to deserve them, and take them as
the gift of God. He told his dis iples—and he
tells us—to love all men, and pray for those who
are unkind and cruel, When he was taken by
wicked men and put to death he might have de-
stroyed them, but he came to save instead of to
destroy, so he showed only love and pity toward
his enem

A Christian gentleman
“hles
one,

or gentlewoman is
ed” indeed, and every child may become
It is better to “inherit the earth” than to
fight for it,

Lesson 1V,

“Blessed are they which do h unger and thirst
after rvighteousness : for they shall be filled.”

There are a great many hungry and thirsty
people in the world, and thousands of them are
unhappy because they are not filled, When the
women of Samaria came to draw water Jesus
said, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou
wouldst have asked of him, and he would haye
given thee living water.”  And when his dis-
ciples brought food and begged him to eat he
said, “I have meat to eat that ye know not of.”

The “bread of heaven,” the “water of life,”
is the Lord himself who comes to dwell in our
hearts, and to be the strength and the joy of our
life. A bit of bread and a glass of water with
his love in our hearts is a feast, but kings and
millionaires cannot buy the blessing that comes
to those who hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness, until they also come with the “poor in
Spirit™ and the “meek” to be fed from the Lord's
table.  Every little child has a place at that
table, and it is Very near to the Lord,

Are you hungry for goodness ?
to know what is right %

Do you thirst
Then you are one of the

blesse 1, for God will fill you!
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Tnternational Bible Lessons,
FIRST QUARTER.

" LESSON L (January 5.)
THE PROMISE OF POWER. Acts 1. 1-11.
GOLDEN T Ye shall receive power, after

that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” Acts
1.8

.
Primary Notes.

BY JOSEPHINE L, BALDWIN,

T'ruth. Jesus has pow-
er to help,

Limpression. Jesus
promises. to help me,

Eapression.  Readiness
to ask for and expect help.

Point of contact, The
power of steam or elec-
tricit)

Approach. Review of Christmas story,

Lesson story. 'This lesson is one of three
which are so closely connected that it is difficult
not to infringe on the second when teaching the
first ; but by keeping the three distinetly in mind
—the promise, the fulfillment, and the results—
we will be able to give each due emphasis,

With children who ar familiar with the run-
ning of trolley cars it might be well to open this
lesson with a talk about those a
that makes them go. It will be easy to develop
the thought and acquaint the children with the
meaning of the word “power.”  We cannot see
the power which moves the car, but without it
the car can never do the work for which it was
made, In almost every country place the chil
dren have seen railroad trai
of some kind, and from the:
pressed that the power is
is to do anything.

Recall the Christmas Lesson, and then con-
tinue something in this way : Yes, Jesus left his
beautiful home in heaven, and came to this earth
to live because he wished to give us power—
power to do right: to say kind words and do
helpful dee: While he was here he taught
many people, but you know that some would
not listen or let him help them, and even hated
him so much that they put him to death. But

8, or steam engines
* the fact can be im-
a necessity if the engine

" the power of Jesus was S0 great that death could

not hold him. He rose from the dead and talked
with his friends many times before he went back
to his home in heaven, He had taught them how
to do right, and how to help others, but he knew
that they could not do these things alone ; so

he said to them ; “You are to tell others about me *

-80 into all the world aud preach; but you
have not strength to do this by yourselves, I
will send my Spirit to give you power to preach
in the best way, and to be brave to bear hard
things for my sake, Go to Jerusalem and wait
there, and ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you,"

The last time that Jesus talked with his
friends in this way he led them out from Jeru-
salem over the Mount of Olives, and while he
was talking he stretched out his hands and
blessed them, and they saw as he did so that he
was going up from the earth.  Soon a cloud
hid him from their sight, but they kept looking
at the place where they had seen him last, per-
haps hoping that they might see him again,
until two an spoke to them, saying, “Ye men
of Galilee, why stand Ye gazing up into heaven "
Then the disciples knew that Jesus had gone
back to his home, and that they were to go on
with his work on the earth; but the first thing
they had to do was to wait until Jesus should
send his Spirit to give them power to do that
work. 8o they went back to Jerusalem and,
together with many other friends of Jesus, pray-
ing and talking ana singing hymns of praise,
they stayed with one accord in one place,

YE SHALL

Special Primary Suggestions,
BY JULIA 11 JOHNSTON,
GOLDEN TEXT: “Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."” Acts

1 8.

Introductory, Thought to impress : How chil-
dren get what they need., Talk about some child-
ish needs—food, clothes, books to study from—
and impress dependence upon parents. When
any special need is felt, how natural to run and
ask mother or father, Parents often say, “When
You want such and such g thing come to me
for it.” The way to get such things is to ask
for what has been promised. Tllustrate farther
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by a note or promise to pay, which one man gi
another. Such note often reads, “On demand,”
which means, “When asked for,” One who has
received a note like this may ask for the money
atany time. It has been promised,

This quarter we take up a hook called Acts
of the Apostles, (Explain why so called, by
whom written, and to whonm.)  These wonderful
stories of what Jesus's apostles did show how
his last prayer was answered.  Refer to what
Jesus asked for his own, All through this book
we will find how God listens to prayer and an-
swers it.  We will have this golden thread run-
ning through the quarter’s lessons : God answers
prayer, If Jesus prayed and his Father au-
swered, we should pray, and we may be sure
of an answer, Each week we will have a prayer
thought to slip on our golden lesson thread, show-
ing what we ought to do.

Lesson story, There are hundreds of prom-
ises in God's book. This lesson tells about one
of them. Lesson points to make clear: Jesus
showing himself to disciples after resurrection ;
the good-hye meeting : his command—to wait ;
his promise—power, op strength, to work for
him ; his going up in clond : the angels’ message ;
the going back of disciples to wait and pray.
Story parts may be grouped around persons
Jesus, disciples, angels, What did each do?

Dwell upon dise need: so much to learn
~—to do. They wf® y, k, and needed power,
which the Father would give in the coming of
the Ioly Spirit, the great Teacher and Helper.,
They were to ask for w at was promised. Im-
press fact that they were to pray to the One
who had promised and was able to give power,
waiting as they were told, and then lead to this
day’s

Prayer thought : Pray to God. Why? Ile is
our loving Father, who listen: y understands, an-
swers,  Dearest friends can only do for us what
God helps them to do, but he can do all things,
Contrast his power to help with that of idol
gods, and even of strongest friends, We ask
many things of others, hut pray to God only,
He has all power. We have something to do;
he will help us, as he said. Emphasize certainty
of the answer according to God's promise, and
that he alone can do ali things,

Lesson hymn verse for auarter (tune, “Pley-
el's Hymn') may be sung after instead of before
the lesson :

Lord, we thank thee for thy word ;
Bless the lesson we have heard,
Teach us, Father, how to pray ;
Hear and helpsus day by day.

Thought for teachers. Teaching little ones to

pray is among our most practichl duties and
most solemn responsibilities, If we make the
dominant thought of this quart Prayer, we
may well spend the weeks in impressing it con-
tinuously. Let us try to make the real existence
and nearness of our Iy her, God, very clear, and
lead hearts that trust easily to pray 1o him
mfidingly, freely, lovingly, constantly, reyep-
Iy, Offer very simple petitions in class, and
ave children repeat them. Teach such forms
of prayer as seem helpful, but encourage the use
of one’s own worn Guard against expecting
the answer always to be “Yes,” We may tell our
Father what we wish, but let him answer as he
pleases, for he knows best,
Let us learn the Je
fore, and then teach it,

on of prayer as never he-

LESSON 11, (January 12,)

THE PROMISE OF POWER FULFILLED,
Acts 2, 1-11,

GOLDEN TEXT : “The promise is unto you, and to
your children,”  Aets 2,

Primary Notes,
Truth, God's  prom-
ises are sure,
Tmpression,  Jesus will
surely keep his promises

A\ to me,
| ‘\\‘\ Erpression.  Absolute
N confidence in God's word.
ey Point of contact, I'rom-

ises  of different kinds
made to little children,

Approach, Review of main points in last Sun-
day’s lesson,

Lesson story. The account is vivid in itself,
and should be lay ' an expansion of the fi
four as next Sunday's lesson deals with
the sermon of Peter and its results,

How many of you have evep had a promise
made to you? What was promised to you, Wal-
ter?  Something You wanted very much? Did
you feel sure you would get it Why? [Let
the children talk fre Iy along this line, hut guide
the talk so that they will see clearly that it is
the character of the one making the promise that
venders its fulfillment sure or otherwise.] I
knew a boy named Edgar who went away to
school in the fall, and when he went his fa-
ther said, “Sometime this year I will send you
a bicycle,”  Rvery day Edgar was looking for
that wheel, but it did not come.  Some boys who
knew about it said, 1 don’t believe he is going
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.
to send it at all.” But Edgar said, “Yes, he is.
You don't know my father. He promised that
he would send it, and he always keeps his word.”
You see, Edgar was very sure his father would
keep his promise, and he did,

Sometimes people cannot keep the promises
they make, even though they wish very much to
do so; but there is some One who has all power

*and wisdom and love, and he can and does always
keep the promises that he makes. | Review
briefly, impressing the truth that Jesus has prom-
ised to send his Spirit to help us also, that we
may teach others about Jesus, not by words
alone, but by the things that we do.] Of course
the friends of Jesus knew that his promise would
come true, and they waited day after day, meet-
ing in an upper room together, not knowing when
the Ioly Spirit would come to them, but ready
to wait till he came, however long it might be,
While they were together in this way they chose
another disciple to take the place of Judas, so
that once more there were twelye,

One Sunday had gone by since Jesus went
back to his home in heaven, and now another
had come. On that morning, as the friends of
Jesus were together in their upper room, they
heard a sound like a mighty rushing wind, which
filled all the house where they were sitting. They
knew it was not a wind, but the sound was like
that., Then they saw a beautiful light every-
where in the room. It was not like any light
they had ever seen before, and some of it seemed
to rest on each one of them, They knew then
that this meant the coming of the Holy Spirit,
not because of what they heard and saw, but
because of the feeling in their hearts which made
them know that they could speak for Jesus as
they never had done before. Other people had
heard the sound and came from all parts of the

city to find out what it meant. They were from
many different countries, and spoke in different
languages, and yet when the friends of Jesus
went among them, to tell the wondetful story of

the Gospel, each one listening heard his own lan-
guage.  And they were all amazed, and said to
one another, “What does this mean You and
I know that it meant that the promise of Jesus
had come true,

Special Primary Suggestions.
GOLDEN TEXT: “The promise is unto you, and
to your children.,” Acts 2. 39,

Introductory. Point to impre by way of
approach: The thought of power. Illustrate
by electric power. Most children know some-
thing about electric lights and cars; they are
familiar with electric wir S, even in the coun-
try.  All have seen lightning.  Explain that
what is called electricity is really a great power,
which sends mes 1ges along the telegraph wires,
makes lights burn, and sends cars along the
track. No one quite understands this wonder-
ful power, but all believe in it, Cars cannot
run along the track by themselves ; they are
powerless, When that long arm reaches up to
the wire and brings the car and the power to-
gether the car goes. When a car is off the track,
or has no hold on the wire, we say it is dead, or
that the power is gone. Our hearts need power
to do right and please our Father. We need help
and strength to do his will, and he gives it, if
we will take it. He promi os it, but we must
ask for it and Lelieve th t he will give it.
Prayer brings us close to God, and he gives the
help and strength, Our hearts need help and
strength, just as cars need power, and we must
g0 to the One who can give what we want and
has promised it ; for he keeps his word, or ful-
fills—that is, fills full—his promise, as the title
of the lesson teaches us, To whom did Ged
promise strength, or power? What were they
to do to get it? Did they wait and trust and
pray? |Review last lesson. ]

Lesson story. Points to make clear: Obedi-
ence of disciples ; one accord in one place, as we
meet together and have the same wish, just as
people  who  sing together sing the same
words aud tune ; also, the way the answer came,
with outward sound and sign, that all might
know it, and what the dis ‘iples were able to do
afterward, Group this lesson about the doings:
What did the disciples do% Waited, prayed,
trusted, then used the help that came and
preached to all those thousands What did God
do?  Promised, kept his word, sent the Holy
Spirit and the help, gave wonderful signs, made
the men able to preach in other languages. What
did the thousands of strangers in the city do?
Came together, listened, believed. If scholars
are too small to be drilled in giving answers to
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these questions, still let the teacher keep in
mind the events of the les son and give them with
emphasis upon these important points in telling
with graphic words the story of that great day,
Tell how Peter preached, and how sorry for sin
were those who heard, Then drill on Golden
Text, the words Peter spoke about the promise
to them all, Lead on from the thought of God's
promise even to children to this day’s

Prayer thought ; Pray for power, Children
need power to do ri t, and must ask for it of
the One who promises it. On the golden thread
"God answers prayer” let us slip this golden
thought ; Pray for power, It is a precious
thought because we may pray for help, and the
answer will surely come, We do not need to
know othe mguages now, but we need to know
how to speak lovingly, ntly, and sweetly, as
Jesus would talk,

Thought for teachers, We need power and the
gift of tongues, that We may speak the child
language and reach little hearts and minds, Sim-
plicity must be oup aim.  We must think down
to the child level of thought and speech, Find
out from the mothers how much the children
understand or misunderstand ; find out by ques-
tioning in the class, dear teachers, and profit by
the knowledge, The Holy Spirit is able and
willing to give us this gift of simple speech,

LESSON 111, (January 19,)
THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. Acts
2, 37-47.

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord added to the church
daily such as should he ved.” Acts 2, 47,

Primary Notes,

Truth. People  who
love Jesus will help oth-
ers to serve him,

Tmpression, 1 can show
by my words and deeds
that I love Jesus,

Erpression, Deepened
ire to tell of Jesus by
everyday acts and “kind-
Iy words and virtuous life,”

Point of contact, Church service and sermons,
Two kinds of preaching,

L pproach. "The friends of Jesus preached in
both ways,

Lesson story, Peter's wonderful sermon and
its results must be simply but vividly told, so

that the trath will shine out through it.
Begin by talking about church, How many

"HOO0L BANNER, 71
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have been? What is done there? Why does
the minister preach a sermon? About whom
does he wish to tel] the people? | heard a little
boy preach a Sermon one day, and yet he did
not say a word to me, Would you like to know
how that could he? He was a newsboy and had
an armful of papers, Another newshoy who was
a cripple came along and tried to get on a
trolley, hut slipped from the step and fell, and
his papers were scattered in the muddy street,
He cried, not so much because he was hurt as
because his papers were spoiled ; hut before any-
one else could get to him the other newshoy was
at his side, helping him up and wiping the dirt
from his face ; and as he led him to the sidewalk
he said, “Her You take my papers and sell
them ; I can get some more.” The sermon that
he preached had this text, “Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do Ye even so to
them.”  Have you ever heard any sermons of
that kind? [ Enconrage talk along this line as it
will help to eultivate a habit of looking for kindly
and Christlike things in other people, and that
will lead to the emulation of such deeds.] That
is the very hest way that you and I can tell about
Jesus, and he has promised to give us his Spirit
to help us to do such things,

The friends of Jesus preached about him by
the things they did all the time, but they also
preached as our minister does in the church on
Sunday, and Jesus wished them to do both,
When the t crowd gathered about the house
where the disciples were that Sunday morning
Peter went out to preach to them, and these are
some of the things that he said to them: “Ye
men of Israel, [ am going to tell you to-day about
Jesus of Nazaveth, You know about him, for
You saw many of the wonderful things which he
did. He is God's Son, and the things which he

ALL THAT BELIEVED

WERE TOGETHER

did showed that he is, and yet you would not
believe in him, and you even with wicked hands
crucified him. This Jesus hath God raised from
the dead, as we know because we saw and talked
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with him afterward. 8o we are witnesses for
him. Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus
whom ye have cracified both Lord and Christ,”

When they heard Peter
were very
said :
Peter ul would be
baptized that God would forgive them and send
his Spirit to help them. A great many were
glad to do what Peter aid, so that on that one
day [give the number according to the size of
your church| times as many people as our church
will hold became followers of Jesus,

* words many of them
for what they had done, and
Men and brethren, what shall we do¥"
1id if they were truly sorry i

Special Primary Suggestions,
GOLDEN TEXT: “T'he Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.” Acts 2, 47.

emph.

Introductory. Point  to $
thought of beginning: Children are inter
in seeds and growths, Show some tiny seeds,
and draw out what needs to be done with them,
and what will come from them if rightly treated.
Tell how Jesus taught that great things could
grow from little seeds, A mustard seed was the
tiniest of all, yet it grew, when planted, to be
a tree, and birds built nests in it, But seeds
are not the only things that grow from little be-
ginnings. A child gave a penny, which bought
a little leaflet—a fow pages of printing—which
told of Jesus, and this led a heathen chief to
Christ.  He built a chureh, and many came there
to pray. Was not that a great thing to grow
from a little one? To-day we learn about some
beginnings and how they grew,

Lesson story.  Gather this story about the
lesson title. Explain that * larly” means at the
beginning, that “Christian” means belonging to
Christ, and that “Church” is not only the place
where people pray, sing, and listen to p
but that the people who belong to Christ are
called his Church. If all the buildings were to
burn there would still be a Church made up of
people. At first, when Jesus was on earth, his
twelve friends were all who belonged to his
Church, but he prayed for more, and prayed for
all who should believe what his friends should
teach. We see how his prayer was answered,
Points to impr Peter’s sermon, the number
of those who believed, how they shared all they
had, how happy they w and how the Church
grew. [Drill upon Golden Text in this last con-
nection.]

Make clear that repentance is being sorry
enough for sin to give it up, and that people must
do something to show that they wish to belong
to Christ’s Church, and to show that their sins

1ehing,

are taken away, Explain baptism, which shows,
as a picture makes things plain, that Jesus makes
our hearts clean, as water makes our bodies
clean,  Grown persons who can make promises
for themselves come and stand before the church
people and are baptized, and promise to do as
Jesus would have them,

Parents who want to
give their children to God very early bring them
to be baptized, and so give them to him, These
children arve baby members of the church, Their
names are written down in the church books,
As soon as old enough to understand, and to show
that they know what it means, they should come
and make promises for themselves, As children
5o often see infant baptism, it should be explained
to them,

Lead

on from the beginning of the early
Church, and the need of many more Christians
now, to the

Prayer thought ; Pray for the church. Teach
the children to pray for their own pastor and
the people who meet in God's house, also for
those who do not come, that they may
—I

be saved
ide free from sin and learn to love Chirist,
Cavefully appeal to those whose ne.
may not be Chris

ar friends
ians or churchgoers, to bring
them to church as well as pray for them

Thought for teachers, Ought we not to teach
the baptized children of the church that they
have been given to God in a special way, and
should remember promises made for them? We
must be very wise, and not seem to leave out
those not baptized, but lead them to give them-
selves to Jesus, guarding against making either
too much or too little of the ordinance,

LESSON IV. (Tanuary 26.)
THE LAME MAN HEALED, Acts 3. 1-10.

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is my strength and
song, and he is become my salvation.” Exod.

15. 2.

Primary Notes.

Truth. Those who love
Jesus will be kind to sick
people,

Impression. 1 can do
something for people who
need help,

Erpression,
deeds.

Point of contact, Boys
helping an old lady who is in trouble.

Approach, Recalling the way in which Jesus
helped the sick. His miraculous power,

Lesson story.  Can be told almost in the Bible
language and made very impressive,

Loving

{

i

Tl
we
the
the
wa
One
tho
\
ler
tha
his
day
The
had
frie
that
Wh
mon
look
said
have
of
took
his f
he s
into
ing (
amaz

-

S—
man t|
day, a1
no doe




‘h shows,
us makes
r bodies
promises
¢ church
1o do as
want to
ng them
. These
1. Their
1 books,
to show
Id come
children
plained

e early
ristians

Teach
or and
Iso for
ved
Christ.,
friends
) bring

) teach
t they
¥, and
7 We
ve out
them-
either

1-10.
h and
Exod.

o love
0 sick

in do
» who

oving
Boys

esus

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 73

Miss Johnson had a Sunday school class of
six boys, and one Sunday she said, “Boys, what
do you think has happened ? Grandma William-
son has hurt her arm so that she cannot use jt
at all.  She is so poor that she cannot hire any-
one to help her, and | hardly know what she is
going to do,”

The boys looked very sorry, but
they had no money to give her, and did not know
low to get any. Miss Johnson went on, “You
see she has to have wood chopped for her fire,”
"0, I can do that!” said Harry, “Can you?
Well, if you will that will be a great help.
Then fresh water must be brought from the
well”  “I can do that,” said John; and before
they got through every boy in the class found
there was something he could do, and each one
was glad, because they all loyed Jesus, and every-
one who really loves Jesus always wishes to help
those who are sick or in trouble of any Kind,
What did Jesus do for sick people when he was
liere on the

'th?  Yes, he had so much power
that he could make sick people well, and he gave
his disciples power to do such things too, One
day Peter and John went to the temple to pray.
There at one of the gates was a lame man who
had never walked in his life, but each day some
friends of his would carry him to the temple so
that he could beg of the people going in and out,
When he saw Peter and John he asked them for
money. Peter said to him “Look on us,” He
looked, expecting to receive money, but Peter
said, “Silver and gold have I none; but such as I
have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk." Then Peter
took the man by the right hand, and iuunmli:llvl,\'
his feet and ankle hones received strength, and
he stood up and walked and went with them
into the temple, walking and leaping and prais-
ing God, All the people saw him, and they were
amazed, for they knew that this was the same

GT"}&\@ Lord is mystrelgll
a"‘{,&’nq. and Heis be
g any Salvations

man that had been carried to the temple every
day, and whose feet and ankles were 30 weak that
no doctor could make him able to walk. How do

you think the man himself would feel? How
happy he must have been to he able to use hig
own feet! 'To whom would he give thanks? To
Peter, who was kind and loving and glad to help,
but more than all to Jesus, from whom came
the power to make the weak bones strong. Our
Golden Texy is part of a song of praise that God's
people once ng to him. I am sure the lame man
who was cured would feel like praising God in
some such way as that ; anyway, we know that
fie was thankful, and that Peter and John were
glad and happy too.

Special Primary Suggestions,

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is my strength and
song, and he is become my salvation.” Exod,
15, 2,

Lutroductory, Let point of contact be ask-
ing for what is wanted, but lead on to thought
that asking and getting must not be all. We lift
up folded hands to God in prayer, and he gives
an answer. Remember the golden thread, “God
answers prayer.,” But then we should open our
hands to give out.  We should give as freely as
we get. Tell story in Matt, 18. 23-33, of the
man who begged his master to let him go free
from his debt, and his wish was given him, which
was the same as if his master had given him
ten thousand talents. Then this man refused
to give anything to his fellow-servant, Hands
that hold fast eve vthing given are stingy hands,
and so are hearts that never give out love and
kindn but only wish to get what is good,
Jesus's friends of the early Christian Church
were not like this, but after they had received
power they longed to give to others,

Lesson story. First thought : Peter and John
went up to the temple at the hour of prayer,
How much praying was done in these days,
Disciples waited and prayed till the Spirit came,
then kept on in prayers, in the early Chureh, and
now these friends go to the temple at the hour
of praye Other points : The lame man’s need ;
what he asked for, what he 8ot what the dis-
ciples had to give, Group lesson around (he three
persons, but put God over all. He gave dis-
ciples the power to give what they did, and they
gave what he gave to them. Emphasize joy over
this asking, giving, and receiving, and drill
upon Golden Text, What is our duty? Lead
on to the

Prayer thought : Pray and give, We must
first ask for what we need and for what we want,
but not keep every blessing for ourselves. Dwell
upon giving of such things as we have, and enu-
merate the opportunities a child has to give help
and pleasure not only with money, but with
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words and deeds, in little thoughtful ways at
home and everywhere,

Be sure to place upon blackboard the line
(preferably in yellow chalk) which we call the
golden thread, “God answers prayer.” Write
88 it wee the prayer thought for the day’s
lesson, and review constantly from beginning.
Or, a cord or gold-colored wire may be stretched
in some convenient place, and little circles bear-
ing words of thought for the day may be slipped
upon it from week to week, Recur frequently
to the thread running through the lessons, and
the fact that the book of Acts tells us of the
answer to Jesus's pra) New scholars need
to be told of the quarter's plan, and others re-
minded of it,

Thought for teachers, To teach is to “cause
to know.” As Dr, Trumbull says, “Telling is
not teaching.” Let us remember that we are to
cause the children to know not only the doings
but the duties included in the lesson story., The
duty of systematic and continual giving in con-
nection with praying and churchgoing should he
taught, so that the child will know the obliga-
tion and privilege, Let us guard against wrong
motives, which the display of even a giving ex-
ercise in class may induce, hut teach giving in
the name of Jesus—that is, as he would and does

give,

Whisper Songs for January,
FIRST LESsSON,

Beautiful promise !
Heavenly Dove !

Eyes of the children
Lifted above,

Look for thy coming—
The coming of love,

SECOND LESSON,

Blessed Lord Jesus,
Ioly and true,
Heaven is open,
Love shineth through :
OId things are passing,
And all things are new.

THIRD LESSON,

Loving Lord Jesus,
Ever the same,
‘e are thy children,
Called by thy name ;
On our heart’s altar,
O kindle thy flame !

FOURTH LESSON,
Lord of the living,

Life is from thee ;
Strong throush thy Spirit,

Lord, we wonld he,
Lift us, and bring us

Thy glory to see.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter,
Teacher. Praise ye the Lord.
Class.  Sing unto the Lord a new song,
All. Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
king.
SoNG.  “Praise him for the Sabbath day,
Sabbath day, Sabbath day,
Praise him for the Sabbath day,
Praise ye the Lord.”

Gon's WoRDS ¥or CliiLprey :

7. Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy yvouth,

C. Little children, keep yourselves from idols,
SoNG. (Preferably one on the theme of the les

son. )

Boys. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
from whence cometh my help.

Girls. My help cometh from the Lord, which
made heaven and earth,

Teacher. O come, let us worship and bhow
down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker,
PRAYER. (Closing with the Lord’s Pr

peated by all.)

yer re-

GIviNG Soxa,

Worns ABovt Giving :
Teacher. Freely ye have received : freely
Girls, Tt is more blessed to give than to re

ceive,
Boys. He that soweth sparingly shall reap also

sparingly.

OFFERING. (Followed by brief prayer giving the
offering to God.)

ADDITIONAL LESSON,

MorioN SoNG or ExERCISE,

LEssoN TeacminG, (It is well to introduce this
with a brief, bright review. If the children
expect this they will for the most part try
to carry some of the facts
i mind “to tell teacher,

Ecno Prayer,

CLosING EXERCISE,

T. The Lord is my light and my salvation :
whom shall T fear?

. The Lord is the strength of my life: of
whom shall T be afraid?

Ecno PRAYER,

of the last lesson
)

“O Lord and Saviour, hear my prayer,
Keep my spirit undefiled ;
Guard and lead me everywhere—
I am but a little child.”
Amen,
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Delightrul Books for Boys and @Girls

MOTHER GOOSE’S BICYCLE TOUR

By M. S. G. Freely illustrated. Cover designed in gold and colors, Cloth,
back, cardboard sides, 90c. ; full cloth, $1.25,

Her Gracious Majesty Queen Alexandra, Her
Royal Highness the Duchess of Cornwall and
York, and Her Excellency Lady Minto—all were
pleased to receive copies of this delight book, and
Lo acknowledge to the author—a gifted Canadian
lady—their appreciation of it. The scheme of the
book is the freshening up of the old familiar nur-
sery rhymes by the substitution here and there of
piquant French phrases for the English lines, The
rations (a reduced fac-simile of one of which
is here shown) are very cleverly drawn and most
amusing,

GALOPOFF, THE TALKING PONY

By Tubor Jenks, Hlustrated. Cloth, 243 pages, $1.00,
The immed i

was to make th
childrer

ing the first chapters of *Galopofl' " to the revi
ldren order a dozen copies of the book for th,
15t the volume which those fathers need to turn to wk i
set home and are immediately besieged by the youngsters for *a
ke its place with those universal favorites of childhood, Grimm's
"and *Alice in Wonderland.”

'TILDA JANE

By MARSHALL SAUNDERS, Paper, 75¢

A new, bright, wholesome story of child life by the author of * Beautiful Joe,” The pre-
sious and incorrigibly clever little orphan, whose na gives the story its title, by her piquant
chat and amusing ways at once wins the interest of the reader,

INV NATURE’S WORKSHOP

By GRaNT ALLEN. With 100 illustrations by Frederick Enock.
Mr. Allen’s most delightful style of Nature talks, Price, $

BIRD LIFE

A Guide to the Study of Our Common Birds. By Fraxk M. CHAPMAN,
Associate Curator of Vertebrate Zoology in the American Museum of Natural
History. With 75 full-page colored plates after drawings by Ernest Seton.
Thompson. Cloth, with cover design in colors, $2.00 net,

A Guide to all the Native Speci

illustrated by William W,
printed and bound, Price, §

N
ary

cloth, §1

Written in

By WiLLarp NeLson Crore, Copiously

ilson. ~ A volume of 332 pages, beautifully
), net,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LANNER,

Canadian Authors for holiday Gifts

Better Lives for Common People

By Joux MacrLean, Ph.D, Cloth, a0e,

Another volume in the “Books on the Better Life Series, of which Dr. Maclean's he
Making of a Christian " the first of the ser ~ha hin a year run into a second edition, Rev,
i. I Turk writes: ** It may be the enthusiasm of ‘ent contact, but [ know of no book of its
class to exeel, and very few to equal, * The Making of a ( hristian,” The rm of the style is its
rugged Anglo-Saxon, the language of the Bible and *Pilgrim’s Progres: This second volume
is equally t wughtful and helpful,

The New Covenant a Lost Secret

By ANNA Ross.  Cloth, gilt top, $1.00.

“It will not, it cannot, fail to do good. It is delightful to he reminded of Rutherford and
Toplady, of the Bonars, McCheyne and Ralph Erskine. The Puritan aroma is like a breath of
summer fragrance from summer fields."— Presbyterian Witness.,

Pine Lakc 7 i

By MiLLie Macwoop, Paper, 50c. ; cloth, 75c.
) I

A new and entertaining story of life in Northern Ontario, narrating the experiences of a
young girl who leaves home to take charge of a rural school, The occupations an amusements
of country life in Canada are faithfully and pleasingly sketched, and the old, old story of heart
drawn to heart receives a new setting.

G lipped ngs

By Lorrie McAvListex, Paper, 40c, ; cloth, 60c.

* A story of Canadian Methodist life should touch a very
with brilliant literary skill, with force and vivacity, with w:
of tragic pathos.” Onward,

St ma——

Etchings from a mPé.rsbnage Veranda

By Mgs. E. Jerrers GrAnAM, Hlustrated by J, W, Bengough.  Cloth, 75,

ié;raﬁBoys at Home and Abroad

Or, Success, illustrated by Example. With portraits, By Rev, W, A.

Maickay, B.A., D.D. Cloth, net, $1.00,

By A. C. Lavr. Paper, 75 ; cloth, $1.

This stirring tale of the North-West when rival fur-trading companies fought for supremacy

is one that no Canadian should fail to read. ti- one of the best stories yet given to literature by

a Canadian pen. The New York Churchman remarked of it that “it fakes up and adds a

link to the chain of interest evoked by Franci Parkman in his remarkable episodes of British

North America,” and that it has ‘“‘the broad sSweep and pulsing energy that befits the strenuous
life of those explorers who smoothed the path for the hation-builders who were to follow,”
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SUNDAY SCHOOI, BANNER.

Our Newest Christmas Books

THULSTRUP ILLUSTRATED EDITION

“TARRY THOU TILL | COME”
I

By Georce CroLy. With introduc tion by Lew Wallac y and 16 full-page
drawings by T. de Thulstrup.  Paper, loth, § net.  Epition pg
Luxk. - A special edition, in two volumes, issued for the Holiday Trade, printed
on fine laid paper, and elegantly bound in extra corded cloth. ~ Price, $4.00,
This splendid historical novel, with its superb illustrations, makes a princely gift-book for the
holiday season. The story deals with the period intervening between the Crucifixion and the
destruction of Jerusalem, Throughout it is replete with Oriental charm and richness, and the
character drawing is marvellous. Lew Wallace gives it as his deliberate judgment that the story
one of the six greatest novels in the English language,”

A JOURNEY TO NATURE
By J. P. Mowsray, Cloth, $1.50,

This tale deals with a Wall Street man whose doctor orders him to give up work and &0 Lo the
country to live. The narrat of how he bec: sacquainted with nature for the first time, and
of the delicate romance thy creeps into this g nitive life, is told with sich freshness and charm
a8 to make the volume unique in contemporary literature,

THE MAKING OF A COUNTRY HOME
By J. P. Mowsray. Cloth, §1.50,

Those whom Mr. Mowbray took with him in his first delightful incursion into the heart of
Nature will be glad enough Lo accompany him again. In this new story he describes the experi-
ences of a young marrie ouple who exchange a city flat for a cosy home ot their own ma king
on the outskirts of an i Liacent town,

e
By RavLeu Conyor. Cloth, net, $1.25,
** The great Northland, with its keen tonic of the forest air, its rushing torrents, its rough-
hewn shanties and exciting log jams, is here. _The scenes are wild and pastoral by turn : the
lumber camp and river alternaling with the quiet home-life of the Highlanders of the fine old
county of (-] sngarry. The story itself is a magnificent effort, thrilling, inspiring and ennobling."”
By W. A, Fraser. With 8 full-page illustrations by Arthur Heming.

Cloth, $1.00.

Another of Mr, Fraser's masterly and inimitable animal stories. Again our author introduces
us to the wild life of the North-\West, Shag, the great-hearted Buffalo bull, and A'tim the
skulking vagabond, half wolf, f Huskie dog, are the strangely assorted comrades, following
whom the story leads us over prairie trails o skulking in the willow cover of the flat lands, The
book comes opportunely, just in time for Christmas, and Shag and A'tim are sure to be popular
with young and old for holiday reading,

By Frances HonasoN Bursgrr, Cloth, illustrated, $1.25,
Author and illustrator have combined in a splendidly successful effort to produce somethin,
hat will at once charm the eye and gratify the mind. M Burnett shows she has lost none of

the cunning of the hand that portrayed Little Lord F‘.lllxifllsrup'. The exquisite illustrations and
the artistic get-up of the book leave nothing to be desired.

THE PORTION OF LABOR
By Mary E. WiLKINs, Cloth, illustrated, $1.50.

*This book places Miss Wilkins at once in the front rank of living writers of English fiction.”
‘In Ellen Brewster Miss Wilkins has given us a character worthy to live beside the creations
of George Eliot,”

is

—
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Canadian and Patriotic Jerse for e

GIIMII.ES‘ MAIR’'S POEMS

Vith autograph portrait of the author, and portraits of Brock
Cloth, 274 pages, $1.50 ; half-calf, gilt top, §2.50,
This volumie will include Mr. Mair's fine drama « Tecumseh,” and all of his e
sires to have preserved in peranent form,

perhaps more than any other of our writers of ver:
poet. His themes, for the most part, are of Canadian life and seene

a favorite gift-bog k this year,

PATRIOTIC SONC - I

* By ArTHUR StANLEY. With introduction by the I

360 pages, 3

Here is not the Impe: 1ote, but the whole chorus, 1e singers of every important

part of the British Empire are represented— England, ‘Wi, land, Ireland, Canada, India,

South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand, The old fami patriotic songs of England, the

Jacob ongs of Scotland, and the best-known Irish songs are included, It isq delightful book,

in wh ‘anada is well represented by Roberts, Campbell, Scott, Stringer, Rand, Sherman,
Clives-Woolley, and others,

Selected and edited by Tueoborr H, N, D.C.L,
$L25; half-calf, gilt top, net $2.50,
A thoroughly satisfactory, diseriminative 1d up-to-
e It is a substantial volume of 412 pages, attra, nted and bound. A serjes
hin_)u':mhi«.nl notes on the authors and an index to first

of
i are valuable features of the book,
his is a splendid representative Canadian volume to send to friends living abroad It was a
great favorite last Christmas,

WAYFARINGS

By Georce HERBERT CLARKE, Cloth, $1.00.
The author of this choice book of verse is a ( | 5 3 as assistant.
editor of 1h Baptist Union, Chicago, and now js Professor of English Literature in Mercer
University. Macon, Georgia. L
“Mr, rke has a fine metrical sense and a facile yvn._ New York Outlook,

“He has thought for himself on life and duty. aster of a forceful ang expressive
style."—Bugralo Farpress,

THE POETICAL WORKS OF ALEXANDER McLACHLAN
Cloth, $1.25 ; half-calf, §2.50.
" Not a few will continue 1o give MeLachlan the first place among Canadian poets, The
Iunmul-lwurn-']. vigorous Scottish radical, whose wnzas have such a singing rhythm and direct
sympathy, will long be admired by many friends,” 3

Canadian Teacher,
CANADIAN CRYSTALS

Poems by Tromas Warsox, Cloth, 160 pages,
’I'ln‘:lulhun:llinuliﬂ |||ini~lv|'in(‘ullmg'm-,llmurw. has yielded to the repeated solicitations of
friends in various parts of the country in submitting a volume of his poems for publication,

Many of his themes are of a patriotic and imperial character, His work is marked by more than
usual felicity of expression, and is admirable alike in thought, spirit and form,

JOHNNIE COURTEAU AND OTHER POEMS

By WiLLian Hexry DrRuMMOND, author of ¢ The Habitant.”
tions by Fred Simpson Coburn, Cloth, $1.25,
numerous i”lm(rauiuns, $2.50.

The remarkable success of Mr. Drummond’s first volume —of which no Jess than 25,000 copies
have been sold - has prepared a large l'ullilltlll'lll"\ for everything from his pen. In * Johnnie
Courtean " My Drummond strikes the same note in singing of the simple, sturdy characters of
French-Canadian life,
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November and December Numbers, 1901, FREE T

liustrating * The Psychology of the Kindergarten,” 8y James L. Hughes,

"W SUBSCRIBERS

ethodist Mag’azine

W. H, .

witirow, | and ReVIew i
D.D., I‘.R-C.S-, and
Editor Fiftye.six

PRosPEcCTUS FOR 1902

ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES
Wate:‘power of Canada. T. (. Kgerer, C.M.G,,
C.E.

Irish Palatines in Upper Canada. ¢
Deputy Minister of Agriculture,

Pathhnnden of Emptre : Canadian Pioneers. Tue
EDITOR,

The Canadian Habitants.

Quebec and Its Memories

The Northern Lakes of Canada.

Life in a Logging Camp.

Builders of Empire : British Statesmen.

Civilizing the Savage.

The Millenary of King Alfred. E. M. Bopyw ASHL

Studies of Great Musicians : Handel, Hayden,
ozart, Beethoven, and others. T.'C. Jkrrkns

AND OTHERS,

The Niebelungenlied and the Wagner Cycle.

Ramblings in Ireland.

A Clerical Humorist : 8ydney Smith,

The Home of the Cecils : Hatfleld Houge.

Behind Dikes and Dunes,

Norwich and Its Memories.

The Sisters of the People. Miss Grera I, Fisvey.

The People Called Quakers,

Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee,

Highways and Byways of Travel.

Iceland and Its People. Rury SHAFFNER,

Life on the Boulevards, TioMAS D. Prestoy,

Village Life in France, MARQUIS DE Crrampryy,

The Land of the Midnight Sun.

Scenes in the Orient.

Hours with the Artists,

Important Finds in Egypt.

In Dalecarlia.

Spanish Vistas.

Wild Wales.

Famous London Taverns. Nernm Loviss,

The Beggars of Paris. Louis Pavuiax,

The Canadian Aborigines. J. MacLe AN, Pa.D,

Yachting in Low Latitudes.

. C. Jawmes,

300 Fine Engravings

GQOETHE MONUMENT, BERLIN.
Hlustrating * Great Authors. "




THEODOR MOMMSEN
Ilustrating ** Great Authors '

MISSIONARY PAPERS
MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Plonteerlngl}n\cannda An Exhumed Romance.
D.

Pathos and Humor or Mlulon Life in the Great
West. Rev. J. . Skyw

On the North S8hore or Canada The Trageay nnd
&omance of our Arctic Regions. Rkv. F. A
IGHTMAN

Medical Mission Work in China. ©O. L. KiLsony,
M.A,, M.D,

The Indian Problem and How to Solve It

Gospel Tﬂumphn in Fiji and Australasia. Jons
WaTFORD,

More Wen of the Rockies Sketches, Rev. A.
BrowxiNa.

A Great Missionary Bishop.
Through Fire and Water in Cbina
Chalmers, the Martyr of Borneo.
Marvels of Missions in Spain.

Thomas Comber: Missionary Martyr of the
Conga. Rev. T. W. Hustek.

Missions in Burma.

Metl}odlst Missions in the Barbadoes. Rev.T. W.
UNTER,

SERIAL @ SHORT STORIES

What Happened to Ted. Isankuie Hortos,
Her Priceless Recompense. l.exs L. WooniLr,

More Cumberiand Sketches, J. V. Swrru, D.D,

Going to Conference. Rkv.S. Howrox,

The Conversion of Harry Wedderburn. S. R.
CRoCKETT.

The Scarred Hand. FEutkx THORNYCROFT FOWLEK,

Falling from Grace. MircaRET SHERWOOD,
Parson Plane. H. Escorr INwax,

A Woman's Heart. GaLuiesse Rosix,

Dust That Shines.

Preaching on Trial: An Irish Story.

In the Days of the Wesleys. M. E, Brabnoy,
The Stage Driver's Story, and Others.

Illustrating **Paris the Magnificent.”

Hlustrating *' Through Fire and Water in China."”

PAPERS ON SCIENCE
SOME OF THEM
ILLUSTRATED

Marvels of Mechanics: The Story of the Steam
Hammer and Wonders of Water Power.

The Sky-scraper Architecture.

Recent Science, P'rixce Krorotkiy,
Photographing the Invisible,

0il Wells in Canada.

Great Engineers : Brunel and Stephenson.
Double Stars. E.S. Houvx,

Overhead Tramways,

Astronomy on the Mountain Top. Ii. Fickewn.
Living Lamps.

The New Psychology.

Current N)tes on the Progress of Science.
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SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS
TOPICS

MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Moral Momentum of Methodism. K»v. Dg,
CARMAN,

Some Historical Aspects of Methodism. Craxcer.
LOR BUrRwaAsH,

Characteristics of Current “New Theology.” Rev.
E. H, Dewagr, D, D,

The Mother in the Church. Lucy Rinkx Meyen,

Education in Canada. Jonx Muuar, BA., Deputy
Minister of Education,

More Hours with our Hymn-Book.
Laumsny, D, D,

Lady Somerset's Experiment.
The Romance of Colonization. Rev.F.A. Wianruax,
Justice to the Jew. Rkv. J, C. Skvvork,

Lyrics of the South Land. Rev. A. J. Lockuakr.
Social Betterment.

England in Egypt.

Ruskin as a Political Economist.

Social Life in Ger-

Rxv, O, R.

=]

many.
The Bright Side of
Hospital Life.

The Temperance
Outlook. F, s
Srexcr, Cor G
Dominion Alliax

Primitive Woman.

Israelite and Indian.
REv. J. MAcLEax,
Pu.D.

The Handy Man for
Christ. Acves
Wesron,

The Four Gospels:
Their Unity and
Variety. G. w,
McCrEr,

Character
Studies and
SKetches

MANY OF '"HEM
ILLUSTRATLED

" From Stonemasow’s
Bench to Treasury
Bench: The Career
of Hemy Broad-
hurst, M.P.

The Religious Side
of Charles Dick-
ens.

8IR PERCIVAL, 11,

g ** The Niebel "

The Sailor Author:
Frank T. Bullen.
Christmas Evans, a Famous Welsh Preacher.
Rrv. Hexky Lewis,

Some Canadian Poets. Lawkksck J. Burpex,

Four Famous Brothers: The Field Family.

Helen Jackson Hunt.

Lights of Literature: Brief Studies of Leading
Writers of Great Britain. With portraits,

Famous English Judges.

4 acoln, the Emancipator.

A Great Historian : Theodor Mommsen.

Bismarck at Home.

Mark Trafton: A Methodist Pioneer.

William Wilberforce.

G. Campbell Morgan.

A Yorkshire Methodist : Billy Dawson. Asm.
STEVENS,

Henry Timrod: The Poet of a Lost Cause.
Pastor Feuix,
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French-Canadian Villag,

$29_‘3 A Year *# Six Months $l‘£?

GUARDIAN ano MAGAZINE on $275
WESLEYAN ano MAGAZINE roaermen -

Sunday Schools subscribing for twe or more copies to
ne address, $1.60 per year each,

CLUBBING RATES

These Clubbing Rates are in ad

dition to the price paid
for the METHODIST MAGAZINE A

REVIEW,
Regular Price  Club Rate
. $4.00 360

Century Magazine .
Atlantic Monthly ., . T X X

Harper's Monthly Magazine . 4.00 3.60
Scribner's Magazine . . . . 3.00 2,60
8t. Nicholas . . . . . . 3.00 2,50

WHAT 1S SAID OF IT

* The Canadian Church is to be highly congratulated
on its mag ) Quarterly,

“Itis th *hristian family of whi.h
we have any knowledge."—Christian Uplook,

1t should be in every Methodist home."—Kingston
Whig.

‘ Abres

of the most_popular literary magazines,
articles are by scholarly men and good writers."
Lowis Methodist,

CONTRIBUTIONS
Are also promised by Principal J. T.
2D,

The
St.

L. Maggs, B.A.,

s, Dr. A, Sutherland, Dr. S, P. Rose, J. Gl

Angwin, J. M. Denyes, Mrs. Lottie McAlister, Miss

A. M. Teskey, James H. Coyne, M.A., E. R, Young, jr.

THE DEPARTMENTS

Of the WorLD's ProGrEss, well illustrated, CurreNT

THOUGHT, RECENT SCIENCE, NEW B

INTELLIGENCE and EpitoriaL
maintained and developed,

Reviews of Ht‘gh-cln:: Literature
A Specialty

0oks, RELIGIoUs
OMMENT will be

-~ e

Ophelia. Illustrating ** Hours With the Artists."

b e A L
8t. Roch's Lay—A French Fair. Illustrating **Peasant Life in France."

William Briggs, 20-33 Richmond st. West, Toronto, Ont.
C. W. COATES, Montreal; or, 8. F, HUESTIS8, Malifax, N.8,

Supplement Please Circulate




YULETIDE SUGGESTIONS

»23932939992 Works by Canadians ecececeeccce

By Rev. W. H. Withrow, D.D. By Rev. John McDougall.
Harmony of the Gospels, 50c, Saddle,S'ed and ‘nnvvrimi'uu
Law p le, 7ic. the atchewan in the Sixties. Ilus
Bartaa et o trated by J. E. Laughlin. Cloth, $1,00,

a » Tae,
Vale: ia, Pathfinding on Piain and Prairie. Stir-

3 > " ring Seenes of Life i » Canadi North-
Beacon Lights of the Reformation, £1.00, y\',”_ “ ;|',','I‘|','.M'.id'.,:"_,[_h;‘:. |‘,'I','“'-,'|l|'|';:: }‘I:I“:_
$1.00.

owshoe

By Rev. Egerton R. Young.

Winter Aq:vmvtnr(-uluf 'I‘hreg l:o,\'uln the By Rev. John McLean, Ph.D.
Great Lol and. New Volume, Com- stter e r O e o, (!
':\niuu to *Three Boys in the Wild North ¥ l.':.l tyesfor Oamuon People.. Clotl,

and.” Tllustrated. Cloth, $1.25, .

Three Boys in the Wild North Lana. 1. The Making of a Christian, Second Edi
lustrated, Cloth, $1.25. tion, 30¢,

By Canoe and Dog Train AmongtheCree The Warden of the Plains, and Other
and Saulteaux Indians. Ilostrated. Stories of Life in the Canadian North-We:
Cloth, $1.00. Hlustrated by J. E. Laughlin, Cloth, $1.25.

Oowikapun; or, How the Gospel Reached y 50
the Nelson RiverIndians, [iustrated. | 0" Land Lights. Cloth, 3.

Cloth, #1,00. The Indians of Canada: Their Manners and
dian Trail. [lustrated. Cloth, Customs.  Third edition, with eighteen il-
* lustrations. Cloth, $1.00,

Canadian Savage Folk : The Native Tribes

of Canada. Ilustrated. Cloth, $:

The Apostle of the North: Rev.J.
Evans. Cloth, $1.2

For Sunday School Workers

Peloubet's Select Notes ' The Gist of the Lessons

A commentary on the International Les- For Sunday School Teachers.
sons for 1902, studies in the Book of Actsand pocket lesson commentary for
studies in l}n} (ﬂd T(r!ug;lu#l{rx;lnt Nl[;m-n year. By R. A. Torrey. Leather.
to Samuel. By Rev. F. N, Peloubet, D.D., , x

and M. A, Peloubet. Twenty-eighth an- "‘“'“;f‘-\gﬁt“;‘g' ?‘FO‘I‘K_”“\ hook of neactiot

. ;i . y N w ractic

nual volume, Cloth, net, $1.10. methods for Sunday School Teachers and
Officers. Cloth, gilt top, $1.25.

A vest-
entire
", net,

The Illustrated Les: Notes

of the International

Sunday School Lessons, with original and Teaching and Teachers
selected comments, methods for teachers By Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Cloth, $1.25.
and plans for teaching, cte., for 1902, By Ya'e Lectures on the Sunday School
Thomas B. Neely, D.D., LL.D., and Robert The Sunday School—its Origin, Mission,
R. Doherty, Ph.D. Cloth, net, $1.10. Methods, and Auxiliaries. By H. Clay
Practiial Commentary on the Trumbnull. Cloth, $2.00.
International 8.8. Lessons gy A Mode! - uperintendent
iFm;,hlm!‘ r: 'm'efllllly "‘l"f"“'r“‘l“"ﬁl"ﬂ;lcc“‘u’;‘I | A Sketch of the Life, Character and
n the various departments, w P AN | X Vork, by Henry P. il
blackboard illustrations. Cloth, net, 30c. ;v{lv:lll:‘)““f:.'"ml‘::ll](]bh‘j:‘,’l‘r l.lz,’.Hu\en By

Monday Club Sermons g ¥ The Blackboard in the Sunday School
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday ol A Practical Guide for Superintendents and
Liw.;)ns A"Ul‘ 1902, By eminent preachers. Teachers. By Frank Beard. Cloth, 75¢.
Cloth, #1.25, m i

. Iden Text Book

Adam Clarke's Commentary 'h‘;:n(io]:.:j_ “v"ehx the Inte:

L A rnational Sunday
6 vols., cloth, net, $10.00. Carriage extra. School Lessons and Bible Readings for
Matthew He.ry's Commentary every day in the year. By Rov. Thomas B.

6 vols,, cloth, net, $7.50. Carriage extra, Neely, D.D,, LL.I). Each 3¢, per dozen, 35c,
|
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M NUFAGTURE
ONLY BY THE

|G URNEY TILDEN GO.Limitep,

HAMILTON, ONTARIO. G/\
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“I want to tell you that a large number of
housekeepers have entjrely discarded ordinary

stoves. They have found that

& SOUVENIRs I)

”lVC an II]HI]CI]S(]) le])(.!'lOn

service in cook-
ing and heating,
besides being
most economical
and convenient,”

¢ bill posiiz ;
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