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For the Workers in the Home
Department,

God bless the workers every one,
Inspire their hearts with holy zeal,
As forth they go to young and old,
Most blessed influence may they feel,
Give power, O Lord! that all may reach—
With saving grace, the souls they meet;
God’s Holy Word set forth and teach,
The Word that makes life’s bitter
sweet,

Uprises all the happy years !
The sacred songs, the earnest prayers;
The loving, pilous teacher’s words,
Forgotten half in life’s dull cares,
Comes back the love-light to the eye !
Of weary ones with age bowed low;
The blessed joy of years gone by—
The Sabbath-school of long ago.

0Old age grows young as memory wakes
Life’s fresh sweet interest in the Book,
And nearer, dearer, through each word,
Recalls the blessed Master’s look.
Recalls the blessed words of love,
The Comforter in childhood’s grief;
And age, like youth, now looks above,
And finds the Comforter still chief,

O rapture of a soul thus brought

To God through interest in life’s past;
Sweet memories bringing back again

A soul to God ! One soul how vast *
Judge of its value when its Lord,

A world against it, counted nought;
Then workers study well each word,

A great life work! One soul home

brought,

—Tsabella, in 8, 8, Bulletin,

How to Make the Sunday-school
Go.*

In view. of the fact that there are
about two million Sunday-school teachers
engaged in this important work, it is
surprising that there are not more books
like that under review. It meets a
long felt want. We heartily indorse the
following testimony :

“ It contains the fruit of the long ex-
perience of these faithful workers, and
gives only such plans as have been put
into successful operation and have stood
the test of constant use, An idea of
the fulness with which Sunday-school
methods and aims are discussed may be
galned from a glance at the table of
contents, which gives the subjects of
thirty-nine different chapters, all written
by persons who have achieved distinction
in the particular work by them set forth,
Really, no detail has been neglected,
Mr. Brewer, the writer of the larger part
of the volume, is a man of energy, capa-
bility, and tact. He believes in en-
thusiasm, in hearty co-operation, in order
and discipline, which good things he
knows well are not to be secured with-
out intelligent and persistent effort. Nor
does he forget spirituality, * without
which all Sunday-school teaching is a
failure,” and toward wh! it must all
and always tend. We sh like to see
this excellent little book in 2 hands of
all our Sunday-school workers, not to be
read merely, but carefully studied, for it
teems with suggestiveness from the first
page to the last.”

**“How to make the Sunday-school Go," By A. T.
BREWER. New York: Eaton & Mains. Toronto: William
Briggs. Price 60 cents,
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A Missing Link.

The Sunday-school is the most vital
organization for bringing young life and
young blood into our church, A very
large proportion of all our converts
come to us through the Sunday-school,
Last year the entire number of converts
received on trial in our church was re-
ported as 23,580, Of these 11,784 are
reported as coming to us through our
Sunday-schools. For this evidence of
God’s favour and of his blessing on the
faithful labours of the teachers and
scholars we give devout thanks. But
from the consecrated efforts of over
thirty thousand teachers and officers
among over a quarter of a million
scholars we covet still larger results. |

These scholars in our schools furnish

the grandest opportunity of our church.
They are in the most tender and sus-

ceptible period of their lives. Thelr
hearts respond most quickly to the teac)-
ings of God’s word and the influence ./
God's Spirit, and when soundly convert: |
they are the most valuable converts

can have, They have wrapped up i1
them untold possibilities of usefulness

All souls are of priceless value; an|
the hoary-headel sinner who in th
eleventh hour is plucked as a brand from
the burning, is cause for joy in heaven
and on earth. But his days of servic
are almost ended. He is but a charvo|
brand after all, and bearing the scars of
sin can never be shaped to highest use
and beauty in the service of God. But
the children are like trees of the Lori's
right hand planting, which shall grow
in grace and beauty and bring fo:h
fruit year after year for long, long yeurs
to God’s honour and glory.

Therefore should we be most anxiously
zealous to save the children and ti
yourg, to save them while they ure
under our hand in the school, docile and
easily led, before they have wandercd
away beyond our reach, many of them
never to return. We have not made the
most of our oppertunities.  One of ow
leading ministers said publicly, " We
have not given the children half a chance
to come into the Church of God.” In
practice they were allowed to driit away
and then strenuous efforts were made
in our schools to bring the teaching
home to the hearts and consciences of
the children and lead them to early make
the wise choice of the good part which
shall not be taken away.

To this end some of our schools in
Toronto have been holding special ser-
vices in the school on Sunday afternoon
The school is closed promptly at four
o'clock, and about three-quarters «{ an
hour is given to prayer and to exhortu-
tion to a prompt decision to come out
upon the Lord’s side. The response of
those who waited for this after meeting
gave evidence of earnest purpose to serve
God and was very gratifying.

These churches have hit upon a very
practical and profitable method of keep-
ing their church anniversaries. Instead
of spending weeks in the learning of
recitations, dialogues, and the like, this
time is devoted to such special revival
services as we have described.  The an-
niversary is made the occasion of receiv-
ing in church membership and enrolling
in classes those who are thus brough! to
make the great decision. This is not
an experiment, but has been tried year
after year with great success.
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We covet for all our schools a more
close and definite application of the
teaching of the lessons. There should
be, we judge, at least once a month &
Sunday-school prayer-meeting to secure
such  definite resnlts, and when the
Divine Spirit, which bloweth where it
listeth, breathes upon the souls of the
children, then still more special efforts
should be made to bring them into the
kingdom of God. Let them be formed
into catechumen classes for training in
the essentials of religion, Let the co-
operation of parents be sought; let the
teachers pray much and earnestly for
their scholars, and converse with them
personally and privately, and God, who
has so graciously owned and blessed the
efforts of the past will still more fully
give his blessing upon the wider and
wiser and still more persistent labours
of the future. 1In another article, which
we quote from The Guardian, this special
kind of work is more fully set forth.

Temperance in the Sunday-
school.

We have pleasure in inserting the ac-
companying communication from the
Executive of the Ontario Sunday-school
Association, and in strongly urging a
hearty and thorough compliance with its
request.  There is no more vital sub-
Jeet which can come before our schools,
The granting of the plebiscite gives an
opportunity which our country has never
had before of pronouncing strongly and
clearly on this subject. Many of our
teachers and adult scholars in our schools
have votes themselves, and all of them
can influence the votes of others, It is
a crisis in our national history. If we
fail to do our duty in this crisis we shall
be in peril of the malediction of Scerip-
ture, * Curse ye, Meroz, said the angel
of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the in-
habitants thereof; because they came not
to the help of the Lord, to the help of
the Lord against the mighty.”

Let our teachers and officers make this
plebiscite campaign the time of a great
temperance revival, Let them secure

the signatures of every officer, teacher,
and scholar to the temperance pledge

Sunday-school papers will
future as in the past saturated with tem-
perance sentiment and abounding in tem-

be in the

perance facts, figures, suggestions and
argument. Let us mould the young life
of this country to a hatred of that great
sin against God and crime against man,
the organized liquor traffic,

TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION IN THE SCHOOLS,

At a late meeting of the Central Ex-
ecutive of the Ontario Sabbath-school
Asrociation, the question of temperance
instruction in Sabbath-schools, having
special regard to the approaching Do-
minion Plebiscite was considered, and
the following resolution was passed with
the earnest hope that the interest of the
superintendents, officers, and teachers of
the Sabbath-schools of Ontario might he
greatly deepened in this important mat-
ter :

* Whereas representations have been
made (o the Executive of the Provincial
Sabbath-school Association for Ontario
that the time devoted to teaching tem-
berance in our Sabbath-schools is not at
all commensurate with the importance of
the question, and urging that in view of
the approaching Dominion Plebiscite we
should ask the Sahbath-schools of the
province to give special prominence to
the subject of Prohibition, and suggesting
an outline plan of a quarterly review on
the subject;

* And whereas we believe the traffic in
intoxicating liquors to be the greatest
enemy to spiritual life and morality in
our midst and that any religious teaching
that does not strongly oppose this giant
evil is imperfect;

“ Therefore resolved that this Execu-
tive, while not disposed to suggest any
plan to our Sabbath-schools as to the
manner of teaching temperance lessons,
knowing the brief time at their disposal
for teaching the regular lessons assigned
by the International Lesson Committee,
yet urge upon all our schools the great
importance, especially in view of the ap-
proaching Plebiscite Campaign, of not
neglecting the subject, but of educating
our young people in relation to this
gigantic evil, and that in season and out
of season our teachers warn against, and
exhort to greater d'ligence in the war-
fare against this greatest foe to Christ
and his work until the evil be overcome,
*“ Resolved further that we recommend
that as great prominence as the other
work of the conventions will permit be

printed in most of our class books, and
All our

furnished by our Book-Room.

glven to temperance at our various con-
ventions,
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“ Resolved further that a circular to
this effect be sent to the religious press;
that the subject be brought before our
half-yearly meeting, and that every effort
be made to have our Sunday-school
workers and scholars a solid unit against
the legalized rum traffic.”

o

Sunday-school Anniversaries.

We have heard of a church which
celebrates its Sunday-school anniver-
saries somewhat after the fashion of an
old-time Methodist protracted meeting.
While Bible instruction is steadily given
during the year, the conversion of the
children, the leading of them into con-
scious fellowship with God, as the great
object to be attained, is never lost sight
of by the superintendent and his staff.
It is with the pastor and the superin-
tendent a recognized principle that no
church, however zealous, that no Sun-
day-school, however efficient, can supply
the lack of care and faithfulness in the
home. They believe that in the time
of religious yearning—when the child
has a mysterious dread of the unknown,
when he has an unformed sense of his
own imperfection, when he has a gather-
ing and growing longing for something
higher and better, his heart should turn
first to his parents, Therefore, in every
movement by which the child is in-
fluenced in the Sunday-school, the con-
sent and approval of the parents are
sought, and, so far as possible, their
sympathy is enlisted and their co-opera-
tion secured.

The opportunity of joining a church
class is always kept open to the scholars,
and the younger children are gathered
into a preparatory class, which is met
regularly by an efficient leader. Thus
the subject is kept steadily but unob-
trusively before the young people during
the year. The month that is usually
spent in preparing songs, recitations and
Bible examination for the afternoon and
evening of the anniversary is devoted to
earnest, personal work with the uncon-
verted scholars, in order to bring them,

for the regular prayer-meeting. He
frequently visits the school, and while
the regular lesson is not neglected, short
addresses are given to impress upon the
young people the duty of an earnes!
Christian life.

The superintendent addresses to each
teacher an earnest letter, in which is
set forth the greatness of the work and
its sacred character, and especially the
need for personal conversation, not only
with each scholar, but also with the
parents. The teachers explain to the
members of their classes the ronditions
and privileges of membership in the
church, The names of those who de
sire to join are taken, and the parents
are visited by both pastor and teacher.
Occasionally the parents decline to allow
their children to unite with the church,
but it more frequently happens that a
father and mother, who for years had
resisted the appeals of the pulpit, are
led with their children into church fel-
lowship. The church referred to has
we understand, recently held the fourth
anniversary of this character, and each
service has been attended with blessed
and permanent results.—Guardian.

me——— e ——

What Our Ministers Say of the
Home Department.

“The Home Department in connection
with pur Sabbath-school work has proved
a success, I am led to believe, in every
way. The Sabbath-schooi superintend-
ent appears to be very strongly in its
favour.”

H. E. Hill, Freelton, Ont,

‘“We have found the people in their
homes, almost without exception, pleased
to take up the lessons, and I don't be-
lieve any of the officers of the school
question the value of the Home Depart-
ment.”

A. T. Jones, Windsor Mills, P.Q.

“There has been quite an in-
terest awakened among many who did
not attend Sunday-school, or even
church. Some have come into the
general school, and one or two have

if possible, to the point of decisi No
additional meetings are held, but the or-
dinary services are made special. The
pastor presents from the pulpit a series
of suitable subjects. With the same end
in view he carefully selects the topics

d to come occasionally to
church. It has more than paid its way
financially from the first. To our work-
ers and Sunday-school officers there has
come great encouragement.”

E. Middleton, London, Ont
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“ The Home Department commends f{t-
self by its intrinsic worth, the breadth
of the scheme, the excellent arrange-
ment, and while only slightly known
here, its influence is very positive, It
is a grand movement in building the
kingdom of Christ.”

Carl Allum, Mattawa, Ont.

“I am glad that you are pushing the
Home Department. It ig very success-
ful with us. We would not on any ac-
count give it up. It reacts on the school
and public service. It promotes the
study of the Word, and there is noth-
ing more needful to-day in our churches,”

W. J. Crothers, Napanee, Ont,

*“ We have seventy-five homes reading
in the Home Department. The work is
well read, much appreciated, and parents
say it is a great help in preparing the
children for Sunday-school, We have
an excellent lady canvasser for this
work.”

E. E. Scott, Avenue Road, Toronto,

“ At two of the appointments on this
circuit the Home Department is doing a
good work. (1) It helps to keep our
people in touch with the International
Sunday-school Lesson. (2) We think it
brings Gospel truth into the homes of
our people. Thus many are interested
by this means in other church work.”

J. J. Liddy, Keene, Ont.

“ The Home Department of the Iroquois
Sunday-school not only has given help
and satisfaction to many who for vari-
ous reasons are unable to attend the
school, but the systematic canvass of the
families for this department has resulted
in securing an increased attendance of
children and young people at the school.”

J. Tallman Pitcher,

“I regard the Home Department of
the Sunday-school as most important,
It causes many parents to study the
Word of God who would not be likely
to do so very much. It keeps them in
touch with the Sunday-school proper and
places them in a better position to in-
telligently help their children in the
preparation of the Sunday-school lesson,
while the visits made by those who
have charge of this work wonderfully
ald in securing the presence of those
they visit at the regular church service

in the evening.”
T. E. Bartley, Collingwood, Ont.

“When I came here in June last I
found about 35 names enrolled in the
Home Department. I gave some atten-
tion to it, and have now, I think, over
100 names enrolled in this department.
It is self-sustaining, and we hope it will
be more than that in the near future.
The attendance at the Sunday-school has
increased by this.”

H. W. Totten, Warkworth, Ont,

“Our Home Department is very suc-
cessful.  We have 106 members in
thirteen classes. Great interest is taken
in the study of the lessons by many of
the members, I note one in particular
who is “shut in,” and finds great com-
fort in the Word, and from the visits
of the person in charge. It is a most

encouraging feature of our school work.”
Job Shenton, St. John, N.B.

“I look upon the Home Department of
the Sunday-school as one of great value,
It virtually completes the whole plan,
and reaches all who cannot attend Sun-
day-school. It is working well in Vienna
and neighbourhood. One young mother
found her first convictions in this way,
and soon died of consumption of the
lungs, She frequently expressed her
gratitude to the committee,”

A. 8. Edwards, Vienna, Ont,

“ The Home Department is a great sue-
cess in Deseronto. We have about 200
studying the Sunday-school lessons in
that department. Increased attendance
in the general school, increased attend-
ance at church, the reading of the Serip-
tures in homes in which the Bible was
never read, and the conversion, at special
meetings, of some who hitherto never
attended church, are some of the results
we note of the Home Department.”

G. H. C.

" The Home Department in connection
with the Central church Sunday-school
is in a very flourishing condition, thanks
to Mr. Geo. M. Lee and his Sunday-
school class of young ladies.
the past year the membership has gone
from less than forty up to about one hun-
dred and fifty. 1T find that it affords
opportunity for Christian work and con-
versation on the Book, and also increases
the interest in the church and 81 nday-
school on the part of the people. The
regular ations bring pastor and
church ore sympathetic fellowship
with the imunity."”

Geo, I, Bishop, 14 Park Road,
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* We have two classes, with twenty-two
or twenty-three members in our Home
Department of Sunday-school work here.
One visitor reports not finding any
special resnlts more than increased study
of the Bible; the other visitor claims
that partly through the Home Depart-
ment work one person has been led to
attend public worship. The work is
no doubt doing considerable good and
should be more encouraged.”
D. Williams, Bath, Ont.

“The Home Department of the Sunday-
school is in operation at two schools on
this Circuit. Three good results we be-
lieve have been noticed : Some people
who never before regularly opened the
Bible are brought into sympathy with
the study of it; the visitors are given
opportunities and access to families who
before were not in active sympathy with
the church; the pastor has a valuable
helper in prosecuting personal work.”

George Stafford, Barnston, Que.

“ With yourself I take a great interest
in the Home Department. I look upon
it as a very important part of our Sun-
day-school work. In towns and cities
it is peculiarly effective, not only in
bringing the parents in touch with the
Sunday-school, but also in bringing
families into touch with the pastor. 1
find difficulty in getting suitable persons
to take charge of it, but am sure, if well
conducted, of its efficiency.”

Geo, W. Fisher, Fairville, N.B.

“In the points where it has been hon-
estly used by members, it has been a
great success, Our Home Class would
be flourishing all along the line if our
superintendent of this work had not left
us a short time ago, and no successor
has yet been found. He was active and
earnest, and we want another of the
same stamp. The right sort of super-
intendent is the only thing necessary to
make this Department successful any-
where.” A. E. Lavell, Walsh, Ont.

“In my experience, the necessity for
a successful Home Department is a good
visitor or visitors. Given them, and I
have yet to see an unsuccessful Home
Department. In this church we are re-
organizing this department of our Sun-
day-school at present and hope by a
careful canvass to largely increase our
numbers. At our Sunday-school anni-
versary services on the 20th ult, we

needs of this department most promin-
ently before our congregation.”
P. L. Richardson, Montreal.
‘“We have been conducting a Home
Department for about a year, and with
considerable success, adding to the num-
bers and general interest of the school.
We have found great possibilities of help
to our general church work in this De-
partment. In a week or two we il
have a grand rally of the school, giving
special prominence to the Home Class
with a view to enthusing the Home De-
partment. Believing we have been
divinely led into this work and pray-
ing for its enlargement and prosperity.”
D. Chapman, Woodstock, N.B.
*There are about twenty-one studying
in the Home Department of the Sunday-
school on this cireuit. Officers in our
schools should go out to those who can-
not or will not attend Sabbath-school
and organize the Home Department, es-
pecially where the schools are not held
in connection with the public service.
Thus many who a carelessly drifting
will be led to a cor ¢t study of Scripture,
and to the wis improvement of the
Lord's Day. W had an increase in this
Department | ar in Montreal Confer-
ence of 601
W. Heuderson, Cowansville, P.Q.
“] am a strong believer in that im-
portant branch of Sunday-school work
I have known it created such interesi
in Sunday-schools where none existed as
to lead to the organization of one. It
has kept up interest in the lessons
through the winter in homes too far
from the town church to attend a Sun-
day-school. It has been of very special
benefit to the sick, aged, and necessarily
shut in; and has been more than once
the first influence to draw to the Sun-
day-school some who appeared unlikely
ever to attend. By the varied influences
it brings, in carrying on its parts, it has
won souls to God.”
W. Lawson, Richibuecto, N.B.
“Our Home Department of the Sunday-
school has been helpful in every way.
It has increased the interest in the
school.  Parents take more interest in
the lessons, and many have come to the
school, bringing their children with
them, and thus the school is better at-
tended, collections increased, the lessons
better known, and the school and home
greatly benefited by the Home Depari-

have decided to bring the advantage and

ment.” H. Thomas, Castleton, Ont.
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What Qur Lay Friends Say of
the Home Department,

Mr. A. J. Donly, superintendent of the
Simcoe Sunday-school, writes :  “ Qup
Home Department g well loked after,
We have a regular attendance at our
school of about 160, besides a Home De-
partment numbering 70"

“The Home Department of (.‘entennry
Sabbath-school hag proved a grand syc-
cess, being the most successful depart-
ment last year in the school.”

W. A. Brown, 8t. John, N.B.

The Sunday-school at Mille Roches,
Ont., gives a Bible to all scholars who
memorize the Golden Texts for the year,
together  with the Lord's Prayer,
Apostles’ Creed and Twenty-third Psalm.

“We have a membership of forty-
seven, nmearly all of whom  study
the International Lessons regularly. We
find the parents taking more interest in
the school and the lessons of the chil-
dren.”

M. A. Belcher, Halifax, N.S.

** This department of Christian work is,
I believe, of great importance, It
should have the sympathy and hearty
co-operation of both pastor and Sunday-
school superintendent, It helps both
Sunday-school and church in their efforts
for winning souls to Christ, and the
advancement of hig cause,”

“We are working at a Home Depart-
ment. It goes very slow. Why ? Be-
tause we work slow, But it goes fast,
very fast, for the amount of work it
gets. It isa great drawing card for our
Sunday-school.  When I ask a parent
about joining the Home Department, they
often say, ‘Well, the children can g0 to
Sunday-school,’ Then I have had the
parent to come, I find it a very fine
way for us to introduce the subject of
Christ into a home. Our Home Depart-
ment is small, We propose continuing
and growing.”
J. W. Freeman, Freeman, Ont.

our third year in the Home
Department, We have about sixty mem-
bers.  Our membership has been kept
up, although the work is in the midst
of a migratory people, We give the
members the privilege of using the

“ We are in

|

vii

library, By means of this

important
work we come in

contact with many
persons whom we can sympathize with
and help in their sipiritual life, An
opportunity is often given to direct in
the choice of books, and the Bible es-
pecially,”

Benj. Highfield, Parkdale,

Toronto,

“ We have completed our third year
in the Home Department, Average
number reported as studying the lesson
each quarter : 1895, 87; for 1896, 105;
for 1897, 100 We endeavour (o
embrace all members of the church, and
Iy to follow up ex-scholars of the Bible
class, so we extend our operations into
the United States, and Toronto, where
the visitor of the Home Department has
not reached. We Dbelieve there is no
branch of church work yields better re-
turns for labour bestowed.”

Geo. Flint, Jun, Stouffville, Ont.

‘At Stanstead we now have eighty-
five, and hope to get  more, The
interest in the study is increasing, It
broves a strong bond of union with
the church and seems to establish a good
understanding everywhere. The work
is full of pleasant surpriges and en-
couragements, and we trust it is leading
us to the solution of some problems.”

Jessie Colby, Stanstead, Que.

“We have had the Home Department
in our school now for three or four
years. It tends to create a general in-

'est in  Sunday-school work and in-
creases the attendance. We have a com-
plete list of men, women and children
belonging to the congregation and know
Just who we have yet to look up and
win to the study of the Seriptures.
Anything on ways of working will pe of
help to the visitors,”

T. H. Patrick, Souris, Man,

“We organized a Home Department
extension of our Sabbath-school over
three years ago. I know for a certainty
that the Bible is the familiar book in
more than one home now, where formerly
it was seldom read. It has drawn the
people in the community nearer one an-
other, The visitors enter homes they
never used to, and that in itself not only
helps the visited, but the visitor as well.
As 1 see it, there is no agency in con-
nection with our church work that can
help the pastor as well.”

May Maud Canfield, Odelltown, Ont,
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“Methodist Magazine and
Review” for May.

Of special interest in connection with
Sirdar Kitchener’s recent victory over
the Dervishes is the Rev. J. C. Sey-
mour's illustrated article on * Fire and
Sword in the Soudan,” founded on Slatin
Pasha’s thrilling narrative of his nine
years' captivity with the Mahdists, “The
‘ Glorious Return’ of the Vaudois,” by
the venerable Samuel Smiles, LL.D., now
in his eighty-fourth year, describes a
stirring episode in the history of the
Israel of the Alps. As a military achieve-
ment it is described by Napoleon Bona-
parte as one of the greatest on record.
Prof. Hovey writes a clever scientific
article, well illustrated, on *“ The Mam-
moth Cave.” *“A Life of Trust” de-
scribes, with pictures, the remarkable
story of George Muller. * Mission Work
in Japan,” another well illustrated ar-
ticle, commemorates the semi-jubilee of
the Canadian Methodist Mission in that
country, The Editor, in a paper on
* Sunday-school Extension,” makes a
strong plea for a forward movement in
the Home Department. Illustrations are
given of two recently discovered, and
possible contemporary, representations
of the crucifixion of Christ. Science
Notes, World’s Progress, Religious In-
telligence, etc., make up a strong num-
ber, with, in all, ten illustrated articles.

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six monhs,

e St e
Book Notices.

‘ Students’ Edition of a Standard Dic-
tionary of the English Language.”
Designed to give the orthography,
pronunciation, meaning, and etymology
of over 60,000 words and phrases in
the speech and literature of the Eng-
lish-speaking peoples, with synonyms
and antonyms. Containing also an
appendix of proper names, foreign
phrases, faulty diction, disputed pro-
nunciations, abbreviations, ete. With
1,225 pictorial illustrations. Abridged
from the Funk & Wagnalls Standard
Dictionary of the English language by
James C. Fernald and Francis A.
March, LL.D. Price, $2.00 net. Post-
age, 32 cents extra, New York and
London : Funk & Wagnalls Co.

A good dictionary is absolutely indis-
pensable for every student, indeed, for
every intelligent reader of the English

language. Many who are deterred by
the expense of the large dictionaries will
find the Students’' Standard the best com-
pendious word-book within the know-
ledge of the present reviewer. Indeed,
those already possessing the Standard
will find this students’ edition very con
venient, as taking less time to consult
and being less cumbrous to handle as
well as being only one-eighth the price.
The 60,000 words here given embrace all
which are in wuse in literature and
science, excepting some of the technical
names in scientific classification. The
definitions are exceedingly clear and ac
curate, the foreign etymologies and de-
rivations, which so often throw a flood
of light on the meaning of words, are
transliterated into English. The syn-
onyms and antonyms carefully point out
the different shades of meaning of anal-
ogous words, A valuable appendix is
given, containing among other things a
very full list of proper names in biblio-
graphy, biography, fiction, geography
history, with the pronunciation marked,
also a glossary of foreign words and
phrases, disputed pronunciations, and
many others. At two dollars, this
octavo of 930 pages, with 1,200 wood
cuts, is a marvel of cheapness.

“The Fifth Gospel; or, The Gospel
According to Paul.” Revised Version.
By Charles Roads, D.D. Cincinnati :
Curts & Jennings. Toronto : William
Briggs. 16mo. Cloth. 112 pages.
Price, 60 cents,

This book will be read with much in-
terest in connection with the current
lessons on the life of St. Paul. The
author says with reference to his work :
“The mass of facts concerning Christ's
life which Paul has contributed to the
general Gospel, will surprise every Bible
student who sees it compiled for the
first time. In historical comprehensive-
ness and value it compares well with
any of the four others, and fully justifies
his claim to have a fifth Gospel. Chro-
nologically, indeed, much of it was writ-
ten first, and all of it completed long
before John's.”

On the basis of Paul's claim to have
received his Gospel directly by revela-
tion, and not from any human source,
the author has gathered from his writ-
ings and addresses all those references
to the character and mission of Jesus
which embody the apostle’s conception
of him. So far as we know the plan
is original and altogether unique; the
result is an intensely interesting volume,
which will be of great value to every
student of the New Testament.
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“Paul and His Friends.” A Series of
Revival Sermons by Louis Albert
Banks, D.D., pastor First M. E, Church,
Cleveland, Ohio. Cloth, 12mo, 347 pp.
Gilt top, cover design by George
Wharton Edwards. Price, $1.50. New
York and London: Funk & Wagnalls
Co.  Toronto : William Briggs.

This is the third volume of the re-
markable series of revival sermons by
Dr. Louis Albert Banks. It is a com-
panion to the preceding volumes, “ Christ
and His Friends,” and “The Fisherman
and His Friends.” The three volumes
make a powerful trilogy. Revival litera-
ture has never before been so enriched.
This volume, *“ Paul and His Friends,”
contains thirty-two sermons which were
preached in the First Methodist Episcopal
church, Cleveland, Ohio, during January,
1898, in a series of evangelistic meetings,
One of the most gracious revivals accom-
panied their delivery, The blessing of
God made them, at that time, messages
of salvation to many hearts, They are
sure to bring suggested and illustrative
material to the help of preachers, Sun-
day-school teachers, and soul-winners of
every class. The original and practical
character of these sermons is seen even
in the titles, Here are some of them :
“A Warm Hand-Grasp for the Man in
the Dark” ; “ A Cry for Help from Silent

| " Reaping Our Own Crop” ;

Lips” ;
Life” ;

“The Emphatic Date in Human
“The Squandered Birthright” ;
“ Destiny De-
cided in Youthful Days” ; “ The Greatest

Saying in the World.”

“The Biblical Museum. A Collection of
Notes Explanatory, Homiletic, and
Illustrative, forming a Complete Com-
mentary on the Holy Scriptures, es-
pecially designed for the use of Min-
isters, Bible Students, and Sunday-
school Teachers.” By James Comper
Gray. Revided, with Additions from
the later Biblical Literature, By Rev,
George M. Adams, D.D. The New
Testament, Vol. II., containing the
Epistles and the Revelation. New
York : E. R. Herrick & Co. Toronto :
William Briggs. Pp. 770.

Its title very fully describes the scope
of this commentary, Mr. Gray has had
large experience in writing for Sunday-
school teachers. One of the best fea-

| tures of this work is its copious quota-

tlons from standard authorities in illus-
tration of the text. Next is the excel-
lent introduction and synopsis of its
contents. The two volumes on the New
Testament will be found of permanent
value to Sunday-school teachers, as the
lessons for half of 1898 and half of 1899
are upon the life of our Lord,

ORDER OF SERVICES-SECOND QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,
L Snaxcn.

1. ResronsIve Sxxtances,
Burr.  God is our refuge and strength,
BcHOOL. A very present help in trouble,
Burr.  Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed,
And though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea ;

Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled,

Though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.

There is a river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God.

The holy place of the tabernacles of the
Most High,

God s in the midst of her; she shall not
be moved :

God shall help her, and that right early.
(Il Bmeme. ?
IV. T Trx COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APosTins' Ormxp,
v. Purn.ldh'dlymhﬂ'll’r\ruhm
VL. Bmerwe.

LESSON SERVICE.
L Ouass Stupy or Tue Laasox.
11. SixerNe Lrasox Hruw,

IIL Rxcrrarios or ras Trrus, GoLomw Tuxr, axp Ovrns
by the school in concert.,

IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION Or THE Lxswon, by Pastor or
Superintendent,

V. SuPrLEMENTAL LEssox, [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introduced.)

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church Servioe and

the Epworth League and Week-evening Prayer
- Meetings.)

CLOSING SERVICE,
1. Swvame,

1L Rusronsrvs Samrawons.
Surr.  Lord, -MMMhI\meml
Soroow. mﬂnlld'dlllwmt hine

Surr.  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth
in his heart.
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[June 5.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY MATTHEW.

LESSON X. JESUS CONDEMNED, [June 5,
GOLDEN TEXT, Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Tim. 1, 15.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Matt. 27, 1-34, and John 18, 28-40.]
Matt. 27. 11-26. [ Commit to memory verses 21-24.)

11 And Je'sus stood before the governor: and
the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the
Ki ! the Jews? And Je'sus said unto him,
Thou sayest.

12 And when he was accused of the chief priests
and elders, he answered nothing.

13 Then said Pi‘late unto him, Hearest thou not
how many things they witness against thee ¥

14 And he answered him to never a word ; in-
somuch that the governor marveled greatly.

15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to
release unto the people a prisoner, whom they
would,

16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called
Ba-rab'bas.

17 Therefore when they were gathered together,
Pi'late said unto them, Whom will ye that I re-
lease unto you? Ba-rab’bas, or Je'sus which is
called Christ ?

18 For he knew that forenvy they had deliv-
ared him,

19 When he was set down on the judgment seat,
his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou noth-
ing to do with that just man : for I have suffered
many things this day in a dream because of him.

20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded
the multitude that they should ask Ba-rab’bas,
and destroy Je'sus.

21 The governor answered and said unto them,
Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto
you? They said, Ba-rab'bas.

22 Pi'late saith unto them, What shall I do then

with Je'sus which is called Christ?  Zhey all say

unto him. L2 him be crucified.

23 And vn+ governor said, Why, what evil hath
he done? But they cried out the more, saying,
Let him be crucitied.

2 When Pi'late saw that he could prevail noth-
ing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took
water, and washed Zis hands before the multi-
tude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this
Just person : see ye to it,

25 Then answered all the people, and said, His
blood e on us, and on our children,

26 Then released he Ba-rab’'bas unto them :
and when he had scourged Je’sus, he delivered
%im to be crucified.

REVISED VERSION,

11 NowJe'sus stood before the governor : an
the governor asked him, saying, Art thou ti,
King of the Jews? And Je'sus said unto hiy

12 Thou sayest. And when he was accused |
the chief priests and elders, he answered not|

13 ing. Then saith Pi'late unto him, Hearcs
thou not how many things they witness

14 against thee? And he gave him no answer
not even to one word : insomuch that th
governor marveled greatly, Now at the feast
the governor was wont to release unto th
multitude one prisoner, whom they would
And they had then a notable prisoner, calle|
Ba-rab'bas. When therefore they were gatl
ered together, Pi'late said unto them, Whom
will ye that I release unto you ? Ba-rab'bas, or

18 Je'sus which is called Christ? For he knew

that for envy they had delivered him up. And
while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife gent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing
to do with that righteous man : for I have suf
fered many things this day in a dream becans:
of him, Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the multitudes that they should ask
for Ba-rab'bas, and destroy Je'sus, But th
governor answered and said unto them,
Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto
you? And they said, Ba-rab'bas. Pi'late sail
unto them, What then shall T dounto Je'sus
which is called Christ ¢ They all say, Let him
be crucified. And he said, Why, what evil hath
he done? But they cried out exceedingly,
saying, Let him be crucified. 8o when Pi'late
saw that he prevailed nothing, but rather
that atumult was arising, he took water, and
washed his hands before the multitude, say
ing, Tam innocent of the blood of this right-

D €0us man: see ye fo it, And all the people

answered and said, His blood be on us, and

26 on our children. Then released he unto them
Ba-rab'bas: but Je'sus he scourged and de-
livered to be crucified.

‘Time.—Friday, April 7, A. D. 30, probably
about half past six in the morning. Place,—
Within the Pretorium, the governor’s court room
in Jerusalem. The Successive Trials,—1.
Before Annas. 2. Before Caiaphas. 3. Before
the Sanhedrin. 4. Before Pilate. 5. Before
kered. 6. Again before Pilate,

Home Readings.
M. Smitten and afflicted. Matt. 26, 57-68,
Tu. Jesus Condemned. Matt, 27, 1-14,
W. Jesus Condemned. Matt. 27, 15-26,
Th. Herod's mocking. Luke 23.1-12,
F. Cnnr'l(-g‘l’ned though faultless, Luke 23,

13-26.
S. ‘“Behold the man.” Yohn 19, 1-7,
8. ‘“Behold your King.” John 19, 8-16.
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Lesson Hywmns,
No. 154, New Canadian Hymnal.
further than thy cross,
ver higher than thy feet,

No. 151, New Canadian Hymnal.
Llay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God,

No. 70, New Canadian Hymnal,

The whole world was lost in the darkness

of =in,
The Light of the world is Jesus !

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS
1. The Silent Prisoner, v, 11-14
What confession of guilt did Judas make?
fietore whom was Jesus arvaigned v
How many trials did be have ! B tore whom ¥
What question was usked by Pilate v

What was Jesus’s answer ¥

What answer did he make to (he chief
What demand did Pilute then make )
What did Jesus reply v

riests ¥

<. Barabbas, or Jesus ? v, 15.91,
What act of clemency marked the passover

forsty |
What noted prisoner was then in Pilate’s
cnstody #
What was Barabbas's erime »

WEat choice did Pilate offer to the Jews ¥
Why did he make this offer ¥
Vhy did he not at once release Jesus?  John
10. 13,
What warning did he receive, and from whom ¢
Who influenced the choice of the prople ?
What was their choice
What was Peter’s testimony as to thischoice ¢
\ots 3 14,
3. * Let Him be Crucifie
What was the demand of the mob coneerning

SS9

'

Of what evil did they accuse him ¢

What confession of weakness did Pilate make ¢

What was the people’s response ?

How were the two prisoners then treated

Why did divine love permit this?
Texre

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. ““He answered nothing.” Why should he?
The sinless sufferer was our representative, ¢ e
boreour griefs.” He would make no defense for
himself ; he could make none for us.  What else
could love do ?

2. Barabbas, or Jesus® The choice must b

SUNDAY SCHGOL

suid Isaiah of the silent prisoner ¢ Isq, |

GorLoes |

BANNER.
- — e
made, now as of old, Which will you choose ¥
| Evil or good? Belial or God? Death or liey
No other can decide for you,

3. % Cracify him.” What evil had he done?
| His sinlessness was unchaiienged. Yot
demanded his death, Haye none since
| eracified him afresh? Is liate dead ¢

|‘ QU

** his
own "

TIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
| SCHOLARS.
L. The Silent Prisoner, v, 11-14.
[ Who was the governor y
| What question d
| What
| nean ¢
Did he answer the accusations of the cf
priests and elders

id heask Jesus ¢
Jesus's reply, and what did it

ief

| What second question did Pilate put to J
Did he answer it v

esus ?

What eftect did Jesus's dignificd sile
upon Pilate

nee have

2. Barabbas, or Jesns ? v, 1521,
What custom had the Roman governor
passover ?

What made Pilate desire to

at the

lease Jesus?

Who had the choice of the prisoner to be re-
[ leased »

Whom did they choose ¢

Who instigated the choice 3

What w ter of Barabbas? Mark

15 7; tActs 3,14,
¢ Let Him be Crucified,” v
What did Pilate ask cone ming Jesus ¢
How did he signify his ¢ approvai of the mob 9
him from the guilt of deliver-
to death ¥
Can such a con
Judgment day ¢
What dreadful curse did the mob willingly
cept?
[ What was done with the murderer ?
| What indignity did Pilate offer Jesus »
[ Tor what did Christ into
[world® Goroex TexT.

Did this excuse

ing Jesu

excuse man in the

any

ac-

Jesus come the

Practicnl Teachings,
Where do we learn from this lesson—

1. That indecision of character leads to com-
| panionship in erime ¢
[ 2 That false zeal
heart

3. The meekness and long-suffering of Jesus o

for religion blinds 1he

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Where was the garden of Gethsemane? On
{ the Mount of Olives,
What did Jesus do there ?
Who came there to arrest him ¢
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Who showed them the way ? 2. What did Pilate ask Jesus? ¢¢ Art thoy
Did the money Judas received for betraying | the King of the Jews 2
Jesus do him any good ¢ 3. What did Jes say ? ¢ He answered

Where did the soldiers take Jesus first? To | him to never a word.*
the Jewish Council to be tried, 4. What did Pilate offer to the people? T
Where was he taken next? To Pilate, the | release Jesus,
Roman governor. 5. Whom did they choose instead of Jes. *
What kind of a man was Pilate ? Barabbas, a robber.
What did he say about Jesus? John tells us | 6. What did they demand concerning Jesi-
that he said three times, ¢ 1 find no fault ¢ Crucify him.”
in him.” 7. What is the GoLDEN TEXT? ¢ Christ
What did the people keep on erying? ¢ Crue | Jesus came,?’ ete,
cify him ! erueify him ! *?
Whom did they ask Pilate to release to them ¢ NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
\\'hut, kind ‘ff a man was Barabbas ¢ 13. In what estato did God create man?
What did Pilate at last dot He gave Jesus God created man in His own image, after His 1!
up to be crucified, ness, in knowledge and true holiness,
THE LESSON CATECHISM. 14. Did our first parents continue in the cstit
A & | wherein God created them ?
(For the entire school.)

T, a ) v, | Our first parents did not continue in the estul
1. To whom did the rulers bring Jesus? To wherein God created them, but fell therefrom |

Pilate, the Roman governor. , Sinning against God,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L. HURLBUT, DD,

The Prisoner before Pilate,

Avt thow the kivg? v. 2. This man’s blood upon us. Acts b, 28,

I. A Rovar Prisosen, | 8. s Wlood e o us, v, 25,
Iama king. John 18 ‘

IV. AN INNOCENT PRISONER,
1. That just man. v, 19,
Who did no sin, 1 Peter 2. 22,
2, This just person. v, 24,
Jesus Christ the righteous, 1John 2, 1,

A good contession, 1 Thu. 6. 13, |

1L A SiLest Prisosen, "
He answered wothing, vs, 12-14, |
Opened not his mouth,  Isa. b |
Reviled not again, 1 Peter 2, 23,

I A HATED PRISONER, V..

ERING PRrIsONELR,
L. For envy delivered, v, 18, 1. Scourged Jesus,
The world....hated me. John 15, 18, For our transgressions,  Isa. 53, 5,
2. Let him be erucified, v, 22, 2. Tobe erveifivd, W
Denied the Holy One,  Acts 3, 14, | For our offences.  Rom, 4. 25,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Our last lesson closed with the singing of a hymn by our Lord and his disciples as they passed
through the streets of Jerusalem toward Gethsemane, The advantage of careful comparative sty
of the four accounts of the crucifixion cannot be exaggerated. The farewell discourses of our
Lord, scraps of which are given by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are reported in full by John (13, :
to 16. 33), In his seventeenth chapter John records the marvelous prayer which it would seem wi«
offered in the presence of the disciples after the supper. The olive plantation or garden of Getl
semane lay at the western base of the Mount of Olives, not far from the brook Kidron, The agony
of our Lord, his betrayal, and his arrest are recorded in Matthew 26, 36-56 ; Mark 14, 82-52 ; Luk«
22. 39-53 ; and John 18. 1-11. The disciples forsook him and fled. He wastaken direct to the palace
of Caiaphas, the high priest, where members of the Sanhedrin were awaiting him. Peter, accom
panied by John, entered the court of the high priests’ palace (John's influence admitted them) an
sat down among the officers who were fresh from the arrest of the Lord. It is not strange that he
was not at once recognized. Probably some of the men who took part in arresting Jesns had never
before met the others, just as in our day men who have never met before might be called upon to
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act as deputy sheriffs, And very probably there was, even at midnight, enough general interest in

our Lord’s case and enough wakeful people
thorities, including the story of the denial by

2. 57 to 27, 105 Mark 14. 53-72: Luke 22, 54-71;

priestly party held a consultation as to how they should carry into execution the

they had already formed, to kill Jesus, for they
to inflict capital punishment,
we are now about to study,

to gather a crowd. The trial before the Jewish au-
Peter and the remorse of Judas, is recorded in Matt,

2-27.

and John 18, 1 About daylight the high-

resolution, which

had no power either as priests or as the Sanhedrin
The result was a formal arraignment before Pontius Pilate, which

Verse 11. Jesus stood before the gov- |
or. Pontius Pilate had been governor nr‘
Judea about six s he wus unpopular, for he
zoverned with arbitrary violence. About four
years after the trial of Jesus he was dismissed
from his office, and is said to havedestroyed him-
«lf while in banishment, The official residence
of the Roman governor was at Cuosarea, but IniﬂJ
presence at Jerusalem was customary during the
national festivals, Pilate sat in the “ judgment
lall,” a stated place for the examination of
prisoners, which Jewish councilors would noi
cnter during the holy passover season for fear of
ceremonial defilement. 8o Pilate went out “ into
court” to hear their complaint (John 18,
25323 Luke 2 It was the dawn of Friday.
Art thou the King of the Jews? The Gireck
form, implying sa
nuture of the formal charge, which is stated more
fully in Luke “The Roman governor would
not take cognizance of blasphemy, for which the
council had condemned our Lord, but he could
not help attending to a charge of rebellion
against Cwsar.”—Churton,  Jesus said unto
him, Thou sayest, 'I'hiq-ln';m-\\;mvu\tmn.ng\'
as un expression of strong assent, It is equiva-
lent to “Assuredly I am.” Our Lord thus ex-
pressly aceepts the designation of king, Jesus had |
often before affirmed his Messiahship, (Sce Matt [
116,16, 17; Luke 9. 20; John 7. 16, 173 10,

the

asm and insult, shows the

When he was nceused of the chief|
priests and elderss Their accusations now
presented were what we would call specifications
drawn up under the charge of claiming royalty,
to which Jesus seems to have already in a man-
ner pleaded guilty, Tle answered nothi ge A8
on his trial before Caiaphas, so now our l.nnl'
freely admits what he knows his enemies may in-
terpret as a legal ground for condemnation, but |
refuses to reply to false and calumnious charges, ‘

13. How many things they witness
against thee ? Their accusations made him out
an infamous character, They inciuded, as we |
have seen, charges of blasphemy (John 19, 7).,

14, He answered him to never a word,
‘“To " in this sentence accords with a quaint and "
disused old English custom, Our Lord was un- |

ruffied under dignity, calm amid others’ fury,
No wonder that the governor marveled
greatly, This was the majestic silence of in-
nocence, purity, and power. Just at this point
Pilate learned that Jesus was a Galilean, and
therefore sent him for trial to Herod Agrippa,
tetrarch of Galilee, who was then in Jerusalem,
Pilate's scheme was iin, for Herod refused to
Jjudge the case, and, after mocking Jesus, sent
him back (Luke 23, 6-12),
15. At that feast,

The feast of passover,
The governor was wont to release unto
the people a prisoner, Asserting the inno-
cence of Jesus, hut anxious to please the people,
Pilate proposes to chastise Jesus (Luke 23, 16, 22),
and release him according to this ancient cus-
tom. The great strides that humanity has made
in civilization are seen by the fact that what
would now be regarded as an unmitigated injury
to public weal was a few centuries ago regarded
as a kindness to the community at large,

16. A notable prisoner., A rebel
derer, and robber. Barabbas. Dr, Plumptre
conjectures that Barabbas had led a tumult
which hal recently oceurred because of Pilate’s
profane approprig of the “Corban"—
moneys conseerated to holy purposes, This sup-
position would explain how Barabbas came to be
a popular hero,

17, 18, When they were gathered toe
gether, Pilate said unto them. It was not to
the accusers of Jesus this offer was made, Be-
tween verse 14 and verse 15, as we have seen,
comes Luke 23, 4-16, Some time must have
elapsed before Jesus was returned in charge of
Herod’s guards, In the meanwhile Pilate prob-
ably bad made inquiries about him, and, hearing
of his general popularity, he concluded that for
envy the chief priests had delivered him.
The idea then occurred to him that Jesus might
be released without offending the Jewish leaders
by appealing to the populace, never doubting
that they would be delighted to see him let go.
Accordingly, Luke tells us that “he called to-
gether the chief priests and the rulers of the peo-
ple,” which explains the words *when they
were gathered together ;" that is, after the return
from Herod. The priests were now alarmed lest

, mur-

ion
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an uproar should arise among the people, and in | in their special demand for such a method of
desperation they seized their last chance by try- | death,
ing to persuade the multitude against Jesus| 23, What evil hath he done? (See Luke
(verse 20), no doubt telling them that the great | 23, 14.) Pilate admits that he was about to pass an
counci. had found Jesus guilty of blasphemy. [ unjust sentence,
How well they succeeded was soon seen, and [ 24. Pilate saw that he could prevail
Pilate’s astonishment at the unexpeeted shouts | nothing.  £till (the third time according 1.
of *Let him be erucified ! (verse 22) is shown | Luke 23, 22) maintaining the innocence of Jesi«
by his exclamation, “ Why, what evil hath he | he yields to the mob. e had reached the elinm,
done 2 In these comments we have gone some- | of imbecility,  Washed his hands before the
what in advance of the story, but this was neces- | multitude. This was a common ceremony

ry for a full explanation of our text., protesting innocence, (Witness Deut, 21,6, 7,

19, 'ine judgment seat was a raised plat- | Psalm 26, 6.) In ate’s case it was the act ot
form in the basilica (the court), where the judges | conscience-smitten, compromising hypoerite, 1
sat. ‘rms platform was portable, and was placed | am innocent. 1lis saying so did not mak
on w tesselated pavement, called Gabbatha. | him so,
Puate’s wife, whose name was Claudia Procula, | 25, His blood be on ns, 1lis death and th
according to tradition, although a Roman, had | guilt and penalty of it. (( ompare Deut, 19, 10;
become a Jew in religion. The early Church had ' Josh, 2, 19; 1 Kings 2, 325 Acts b,

|
|

atradition that she afterward became a Christian, Then released he Barabbas, Pila
20. Persuaded. By threats and tations, | yields little by little till he becomes powerloss
(See Mark 15, 11, Sce also onr note on ve: 17,/ When he had scourged Jesus. A cru
I8) Ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. |‘ scourging before erucifixion was inflicted, accord
Their spirit would shut up heaven and open the | ing to the barbarous custom of the Romans, For
bottomless pit to all men. otherindignities see John 19, The weak govern
22, What shall I do then with Jesus. A [or hoped by this punishment to satisfy the Jews,
question that has been asked by agitated souls in | and even yet to open the way of escape for the
every clime and in every century since, § h | innocent prisoner (Luke 23, 16-22; Acts 3. 1),
is called Christ? Who is alleged to be the | IHe delivered him to be erucified. Our Lord,
ih.  Let him be crucified. Crucifixion | who was wearied from the fearful swooning in
punighment was never used among the Jews | Gethsemane, and by the long hours of base insuit
while their state was free, It was inflicted by 1 from midnight till dawn, and who had just been
Romans on slaves and the worst of malefactors. | mangled by the scourge, was now delivered to the
The bitterness of the enemies of Christ is seen | most lingering and cruel of deaths—for our sake

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 11. The governor. Jesus's trial be- | have been by stoning, and not by the cross. But
fore the Roman governor, Pilate, can be under- ‘ whatever may have been their motive, they were
stood only by a study of all four reports which | compelled to accept the responsibility (verse 25
the evangelists give. The Sanhedrin having | and unwittingly they were bringing about th:
determined upon Jesus’s death, it was necessary | very thing which their prophets had foretold
for them to bring him before the procurator. ‘ (John 18, 82). Thus wickedness itself defeats
Since Judea had been reduced to a Roman prov- | its own purpose and serves the cause it seeks to
ince, the ecclesiastical authoritics had been de- destroy. Art thou the King of the Jews?
prived of the right of capital punishment, | This question was asked in view of the charge
There are reasons, however, for us to believe that | that the priests had made (Luke 23, 2), They
frequently the Roman governor would without | made this charge against their better knowledge
formal trial simply ratify the sentence of the | and conscience; for they knew that Jesus had
Jewish courts. Many think that Pilate actually | always refused to interfere in political affairs
did so (John 18. 20-32), but that the Jews were | They knew him to be innocent, Besides, they
determined to get the sentence from Pilate | hated him for the very reason that he would not
himself ; either in order to shirk the responsi- | become a Messiah in the sense of a temporal
bility (Mosheim and nearly all modern Jewlnh“klng. Thou sayest, Before our Lord gave
rabbis), or to have the S8aviour slain by the most | this answer he first asked Pilate a question
ignominious and cruel form of punishment | (John 18, 83-84) which would prepare the way
(Chrysostom). It done by their law, it would | for a direct answer. To have replied at once,
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“Yes," would have been for him to have | Conscience torme (s the dreams even of the

pleaded guilty of a erime laid to his ¢ harge in the
sense in which the governor understood it, But
that he was innocent, To have replied, “ No,»
have been for him to have denied his
Messiahship, which would Pilate
st know that he disclaimed Kingship in the
¢ of the Roman law, but avowed it in the
sense, It was this point that
pronounced the prisoner innocent (John

he not do,

Messianic
Pilate

I He answered nothing, To the
re particular charges (Luke John 19,
i1 This silence is not easily explained, Pos-

By it was because they related to the mys-
tery of his divine Sonship, which the corrupt
ridling could not possibly understand, Lut-
ardt says, “ It is beeause he will not by reveal-
ing himself to Pilate defeat the plans of God,”
\ better reply is that of Godet, who s “The
silence follows from what precedes,  Pilate
knew enough of the matter as of himself to set
him free; he had already declared him innocent,
And besides, the Jews, by changing their accusa-
tion as they suddenly did sufficiently condemned
themselves.  If in such circumstances he did
not set him free as a simple man, he had de-
served the issue of certifying him as the Son of
tiod.,”

Before the cvents related in the following
verses Jesus was sent by Pilate, who wished to
escape this troublesome case, to Herod (Luke
Failing in that, he sought to appease the
» of the Jews by offering to scourge Jesus
e 23, 13-16),

15. Wont to relense. A well-authenticated
custom. It is thought by many rabhis that it
Lid reference to the firstborn of Isracl, who
was gpared by the avenging angel, and that the
Romans favored it in order to gain the good will
of the people,

16. Barabbas, Tischendorf and many other
students of the manusc

W

ipts adopt the readir
Jesus Barabbas—bar (son), Abba(father) ; Jesus,
the son of the father,  Some think that the name
of Jesus was added to make the parallelism more
striking,  Others believe that just because of
this painful parallelism  the first name
stricken out,

19, Dream, We cannot lessen the dignity
and significance of this account by calling it su-
perstition,  Underneath all unbelief there is
that in the human soul which asserts the verity
of the invisible and the omnipotence of right, It
is the organ divine within us, Its voice even
in proud worldliness is conse’' nee, When the
body sleeps this deeper self |- sensitive to the
influences that walk in the invisible sphere,

was

most obdurate.  Is not this a suggestion of what
must be in the long P of death ¥

20-22. The multitade. One of the saddest
facts in this history is that the people who u
little while ago shouted, ** Hosann 1 we re turned
against him,

Popular cuthusiasm had
abate when he refused to avail I [ of the
general feeling and make hiniself 1 mpora! King,
Disappointment runs quickly into exasperation,

begun to

When events are sum Iy entrappi
8 betraying him g 1)
deelaring him worthy of death
alone, then the popular
They can understand Barabbas,
who was ready by mutiny, und
blood (Mark 15,
off Rome and restore the throne of 1 vid,
25. His blood be on us. T
modern times disclaim that theip people wey
guilty of the death of Jesus. They ¢ ssert that it
is clearly proven that he was cruc fied by Ros
law.  But while we have no excuse to make {0y
the wretehed procurator who wis found wanti;
inevery qualification of a Judge, the fact stands
that it was the Jew who wished, planned, insti
gated, and achieved the Ceath of their Messiah,
What a cup of suffering they have been drinking !
Thoughts for Young People,

Ve Think over the varions testimonies of the ino-

him— o

of the apost

wish court

he
and hie
enthusiasm

re
He was g man
sedition, and
John 18, 40) to try to throw

conce of Jesus, Six notable witnesses attest it ; 1,
Pilate; 2, Horod; 3. Pilate's w 4. Judas: 5,
The thief on the cross; 6. The centurion, It is
because Jesus Christ is * the righteous ™ that he
can be our advoeate and the propitiation for our
sins (1John 2, 1, 2)

2 Study the case of Burabbas, 1t is illustrative
of us, the guilty ones, being suffe red to go free
while Another suffers in our stead,  The
teries of the atonement are not to be fathomed by
the human intellect, but this much we know
Saviour dicd for us,

mys
~our

3¢ The patience of Jesus has a o ssom for us, e
wasoppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the

slaughter, and as a sheep before her shea

dumb, so he openeth not his mouth,
*Christ also sufiered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow his steps: who did
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth :
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when
he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed
himself to him that judgeth righteously : who his
own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness : by whose stripes ye were healed.”
1 Peter 2, 21-4,

' Isa, B3, 7.
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.

BY J. T, GRACEY, D.D,

I troubled because in her dream she fancied the in
nocence of Jesus was revealed to her.  He was o
Jjust person, but that was little reason for his not

Verse 15. The custom of setting free condemned | being put to death by a wicked generation
prisoners as a part of a celebration of some great | Plato described the just and perfect righteou

Jjubilee occasion, like the birthday of a monarch,

person as being liable in the wicked world to 1y

is not uncommon over many parts of the world, | 80 offensive that he would probably be * scourg

The Jews did not have such usage ; there is noth-
ing in the structure of the IHebrew law or ritual
that is in alignment with the remission of of-

tortured, fettered, deprived of his eyes, and, after
having endured all possible sufferings, fastened
to a post,” for the sole reason that the vorld

fenses apart from the old prescribed ritual of | hates perfect goodness, and Aristotle gives thy

|
sacrifice and offering of the offender. There is

no allusion to the custom in the Talmud, The
Jews seem to have received the enstom from the

reason for it—* that he stands so far above th
| political order and constitution as it exists that
he must break it wherever he appears.”

Romans, who sought to flatter them by releasing | 22, The Hebrew law required that the crime

some criminal on « sions of great public
joicing, The usage was not original with Pontius

blasphemy be punished by stoning to death
They might have asked that Pilate allow them 1o,

Pilute. It has been intimated, though, with | execute their own law of capital punishment for
what seems some refinement of imagination, | blasphemy, but they evidently thought L
that the Hebrews accepted this suggestion of the | chances of success were greater to ask that the

Romans, and interpreted it in connection with
the passover as preserving a reference to the
escape of the firstborn from death in Egypt.
But the custom as a Jewish custom was im-
proper. The Jews had no right as a religious
community to take any responsibility in connec-

Roman penalty of crucifixion be exacted for
political erime.  They had under the Roman goy
ernment no power to punish by death,  They had
power to scourge with thirty-nine lashes, and o
they could have gained by Pilate condemning
him to be scourged was that there was no limit

tion with the governor’s choosing. They thus | to the number of stripes under Roman law. Thus

added one more to the series of wrongdoir in

they would have got government sanction to Jush

Fe
connection with the crucitixion of Jesus, ‘\\Illl such cruelty as would have resulted

19. Pilate seems to have been confident that
the crowd would not release Barabbas, who was
convicted of erime, rather than one who was not

death, as was often the case in Roman seourging
with a lash, with pieces of metal or bone attached
to the thong.

convicted at all. The people were professedly | 24 Washing one’s hands as a s; mbol of fre

showing their allegianee to the Roman govern-

dom from responsibility was not uncommon in

ment by charging Jesus with sedition, and yet | Bible times.  In Deut. 21, 6 the elders are

they chose the freedom of one who was con-

ribed as washing their hands over the sin offey

demned for this very cause, as one of a mob who | ing, saying, “Our hands have not shed th
had rebelled against Pilate himself.  Pilate aban- \ blood : our eyes have not seen it,” And in Dent

doned his right and duty to decide by ascending |
the chair of judgment ready to adopt the deci-
sion of the mob, If he had given his decision
from his ordinary seat, where he had condueted
the t . it would not have been official. This
ivory curule chair was pushed out on to the
mosaic floor of the hall, and Pilate ascended it
as a provincial ruler to announce the conviction
and punishment of the eriminal. The chair was
large enough to let the members of the judicial
bench required by Roman law to sit beside Pilate ;
the officers of the court sat on lower forms ; the
accusers sat near the judge. Jesus was obliged to
stand throughout the whole trial and sentence,
It was not allowed under the olden usage of
the republic that any governor should take his
wife with him on his official visits to the prov-
inces, but under the empire Auzustus admitted
the privilege. The people of the Euast. pay larc
attention to dreams as omens, and shc was

21, 8 they say, * Lay not innocent blood to thy
people Israel’s charge.’

27, The Pretorium was originally the tent of
| the Roman general, which was the headquarters
of the camp.  Hence a counceil of war held ther
was called by the same name, Afterward coun
cils were held in a part of the governor's res
dence, which was therefore called the ** Preto
rium.” ¢

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

Jesus bifore Pilate,  * Suffered under Pontius
Pilate,” so in every creed of Christendom is th
unhappy name of the Roman procurator handed
down to eternal execration, In point of fact, of
all the eivil and ecclesiastical rulers before whom
Jesus was brought, Pilate was the least guilty of
malice and hatred. Jesus with infinite dignity,
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|
and yet with infinite tenderness, Jjudges his judge
when he says, “He that betrayed me to l|ll‘(“'
hath the greater sin.”

Thou art indeed com- |
itting a great crime, but Judas, Annas, Caia- |
phas, these priests and Jews are more to blame
than thou, |

The silence of Jesus.  Pilate marvels at Jesus's
silence.  I'his Roman bully, accustomed to noise,
i= actually frightened by silence. If man never
spake like this man, so also man never kept si-
lence like this man. To be silent like Jesus re-
(uires the -control of Jesus. We marvel at
tiie things which lie above our heads. And thus
¥ silence of Jesus is a light revealing the
weakness of Pilate and disclosing in new beauty
unmeasured strength of the Son of God. A
mighty athlete would not be disturbed if puny

iildren should doubt his strength and taunt
him, His very consciousness of power makes
S, Jefferson,

L inmpuossible neutrality,

i calm,—(,
I suppose Pilate with-
drew from the judgment hall saying to himself,
** Whatever may happen in this Y at least |
an not responsible.” But what does history
think of this judicial Pilate¥ It holds him to be
i responsible agent in the thof Jesus, 1 was
once talking with a cultivated gentleman who
Volunteered to tell me his attitude toward reli-
gion, He desired that it should prevail, Ile
welcomed its usefulness in the university, But
as for himself it appeared better that he should
ol a position of neutrality. e did not take
account of the fact that it was Jjust what Pilate
attempted and just wherein he failed. On one
le or the other in these great issues of life
every man's weight is thrown, and the Pilates of
to-day are often the most insidious opponents
I a good cause,—Professor Peabody, of Harvard

Colleyge,

Verse 25, Tas not His blood been on them and

on their children? Judas died in the horrors of

a loathsome suicide. Caiaphas was deposed the

year following, Herod died in infamy and exile. |
Pilate, stripped of his office, died in suicide and

bunishment, leaving behind him an excerated

name.  The house of Annas was dest royed a gen- |
cration later by an infuriated mob, and his son

was dragged through the streets and scourged to

his place of murder. Some of those who shared

in the scenes of that day and thousands of their |
children shared in the long horrors of that siege
of Jerusalem which stands unparalleled in history |
for its unutterable fearfulness, They were cruci- |
fied in myriads by the Romans till room was

wanting to plant the crosses and wood failed, |
They sold their S8aviour for thirty pieces of silver |
and they were themselves sold in thousands for

yet smaller sums.— Farrar,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J, u, KENOWLES,

This lesson and that of next Sunday surely we
must study with profound seriousness, We are
entering the holy of holies when we step within
the shadow of the cross, Let us tread reverently,
I never read these closing chapters in the life of
Jesus without tears, | hope I may never be able
to read them with tearless eyes, | pray that the
heart of every member of my class may be deeply
moved. The universe never saw before and
never will see again such an exhibition of infinite,
suffering love. After the supper in the upper
room, the theme of last Sunday's lesson, we fol-
low Jesus to Gethsemane, We hear him cry
with a soul exceeding sorrowful, * My father, if
it be possible let this cup pass from me ; never-
theless, not as I will, but as thou wilt,” We
him seeking the sympathy of his two chosen dis
ciples, but finding them asleep—not able to wateh
With him one hour. We see the great drops of
bloody sweat wrung from his brow by the agony
of hig soul, and then when the human flesh could
bear no more we see the pitying angels from
heaven come to strengthen him. Then the calm
yielding of himself to the betrayer, the scene in
the high priests’ palace, and, O, the pain of it !—
the denial of him by one of his nearest friends,
What a night was that! It is good for us to
dwell upon it ; to bring it in distinet reality be-
fore us. It isno fable, It is this sorrowful path-
way of love, trodden for you and for me,

What lessons we learn from this majestic suf-
ferer, who is our ex mple in all things. When
Pilate asked a question which should, in truth, be
answered, “Art thou the King of ‘the Jews$ "
Jesus promptly replied that he was, although that
answer exposed him to the wrath of the people,
* No guile was found in his mouth:" “he wit-
He could not be
silent when silence would compromise the troth,
But when he was falsely accused by the chief
priests and elders he answered nothing. Pilate
said : “ Hearest thou not how many things they
Wwitness against thee?  And he answered him to
nevera word ; insomuch that the governor mar-
veled greatly.”

Very unlike Jesus in these things we too often
are.  When we should speak for truth's sake we
are silent for fear of offending those who differ
with us.  When we are spoken against and
falsely accused then we talk ; and what injudi-
cious, resentful words we say ! Jesus, when he was
reviled, reviled not again, but committed him-
self to him that judgeth righteously. Such calm-
ness and self-control are the marks of strength
and nobility. How blessed to grow like Jesus in

see

nessed a good confession.”
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the restraint and the grace of specch. And yet Before the Class. their positi
they condemned him ; so blind are selfishness and greatly fea
hate.  The disciple is not above his master, nor | resolved lo
the servant above his lord.  We must expect o | Zutroduction, There is much intervening matier 12, 19, and
be misunderstood by the world the nearer like | which will have to be presented to the class i who reject
Jesus we are.  Let us take the Golden Text to | fore the lesson of the day can be discuss interfere w
our hearts, * Christ Jesus came into the world | Bring before the class, brietly, the garden scoi; tions along
to save sinners ;" and if we add, as Paul did, ““ of | and its significance, the trials before the high 2) Heroa
whom I am chief,” we shall find the swectness of priest, the council, the Roman governor (Pilate), Jesus, for
full salvation in him. The heart that has never | and Herod. The lesson for to-day is the final o) tation of di
seen its sinfulness in the light of the Holy Spirit | pearance of Jesus before Pilate,  Tell somethi festation v
has never fully felt the need and the power of the | of the life and character of that weak and wicied mockings,
cleansing blood. Surely we cannot be with | governor, and the reason for Jesus s appearanc high claims
Jesus in these scenes of pain without hating the | before him after he had been already condemned Galilean tet
sin which caused it all—the sin which grieves the | (o death by the Jewish Sanhedrin, It would b like Herod !

BY GEORGE W, PEASE.

love which suffered for us, helpful to have on the board a sketch of Jerusy (3) The p
lem and its environs, locating Gethsemane, suaded by

The Teachers' Meeting. temple, the high priest’s house, Pilate’s palace Barabbas g

Take as a general topic the wonderful love of and the palace of Herod. As the events indi born of wil

Jesus.  Have dificrent members of the class  cated above are presented to the class, trace the 11uman nat
search out and read the following texts: John 13, journeyings of Jesus the prisoner from Geth men are lec

1515, 9-165 17, 65 Rom. 8. 37 Gal. 2.20; Eph. 2. 4: seimane to Calvary. Before taking up the new ining his cle
5.25: Rev, 1.5.... 1. A word picture of Jesus before lesson briefly review the main points of 14 yielding to
Pilate. 2. The spirit of Pilate—a spirit of moral Sundayls lesson, independen
compromise. He clearly perceives and distinetly Development of the test,  Write upon the hoord question of
declares our Lord’s innocence, but proposes to Pilate's question, * What shall 1 do then wirl, (4) Pilate’;
scourge him as a halfway measure, and finally Jesus #" And beneath it the words, ** A Mome
consents to put him to death, Compromise in tous Question.” Consider this subject undop
morals is always wrong and fatal, 3. The custom | two main subdivisions: 1. Basis of its sign
of releasing eriminals as an act of grace to the | cance; and 2, Typical answers—under this |
people at large, which seems so strange to us, | speaking of (1) The ruler's answer; (2) Her the great qu
grew out of the conception of the state in an- answer; (3) The people’s answer; (4) Pilate's wickednegs,
cient times, In our land the erime is against the answer; (5) The true answer, many reject
people, hence it isno act of favor tothe peopleto 1. Lasis of its significance,  Why is this question “fonr the ]
release a criminal, but an act of treachery. In an- of Pilate, ** What shall I do then with Jesus:"
cient times the king was the state, and erime was so momentons? The answer is found in the
against the King, but very often on behalf of the claims which this Jesus made, and which his other answe
people, hence it v regarded as a favor to the  whole life, as manifested in word and works, sus (5) The tri
preople when a criminal was set free. Barabbas, | tained.  Note that Jesus definitely claims to be ;
murderer and robber as he was, was probably («) The King. “ Art thou the King?" * Thou
regarded as a political prisoner, and perhaps even sayest "—that is, Tam. This Kingship of Jesus Saviour of t
as a patriot. 4. Pilate’s verdict concerning our did not signify an earthly kingdom ; it meant lieved and

Lord, ““I, having examined him, have found no that he was the long-looked-for Jewish Messiul, found the Me
fault in this man.” For eighteen centuries men  the great King who was to lead his people to trie
of all nations have been examining *“this Man,” glory., (5) The Son of God. He and the Fatlior
and they find no fault in him. As our Mediator | were one.  This elaim led the couneil to con
between God and man we hang on him for salva- demn him on the ground of blasphemy. (3
tion. As our innocent, spotless Saviour let us | Matt. 26, 63, 64). (¢) The Judge of all the worll e answered
take him for our model; let us study the traits | ** Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting rightly now,
which he showed under unjust accusation and [on the right hand of power.” These claims of shall I do the
condemnation, and let us be like Lim in inno- | Jesus—which place upon the board under head-
cence, in patience, in love for our encmics. 5. ing 1—sustained as they were by *a great cloud
The choice of the people showed their character. | of witnesses,” make the question, * What shall |
Why did they choose Barabbas? Because they ' dothen with Jesus ? " of tremendous importance
were more in sympathy with Barabbas than they ‘ to each one of us,
were with Jesus, They were lawless, sellish, | 2. Typical answers, (1) The ruler's answer. The
murderous, in their sympathies ; so was Barabbas. | rulers of the Jews reject Jesus because of envy
Jesus was a rebuke to guch as they, | (verse 18), Jesus had interfered with them in
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their position as leaders of the people, and they [

greatly feared his growing popularity, and had
resolved long before this to slay him. (See John
12,19, and 11, 53,) Are there not many to-day
who reject the prineiples of Jesus because they
interfere with their positions?  Call out sugges-
tions along this line from the class,

2) Herod's Herod was glad to sce
Jesus, for he hoped to see a wonderful manifes-
tation of divine power : but when no such mani-
festation was  given he cast him aside with
mockings, Here was selfish indifference to the
high claims of Jesus, with resulting loss to the
ilean tetrarch,  What class of men to-day are

Herod ¢

' people’s answer, The people, casily per-
taded by the rulers, ery out for the release of
Barabbas and crucifixion of Jesus—an answer
born of willful blindness and weakness of will, |
ITaman nature is the same now as then,
men are led to reje

answer,

To-day
the Baviour without exam-
ining his claims to their love and worship, weakly
yvielding to the evil influence of others instead of
independently deciding the most momentous
question of their lives.

(4) Lilate’s answer,  Pilate re,
personal examination of his el
of the conviction that he innocent of the
rge brought against him. He *“ feared the
people.”  Here was the secret of his answer to
the great question,  What selfishness, weakness,
wickedness here shown! And yet to
many ct the Master for similar reasons ;
“fear the people,” Four typical answ
jection because of envy, selfish indiffer
weakness of will, and selfish fear.
other answer :

(3) The true answer,

s Christ after a
aims and in face
is

ch

are

nee,

There is one

The despised Samaritans
gave a true answer when they exclaimed, “Now
we believe. .. .that this is indeed the Christ, the
Saviour of the world.”  Other disciples also he-
lieved and went and told others, “We hLave
found the Messias.”

Sweifie application,

This is self-evident, The |
momentous  question, “What shall I do then |
with Jesus 2" is asked of each one of us,
hiome the thought that it will not down, but must
be answered. By and by, unless we answer
rightly now, the question will become, What |
shall I do then without Jesus?®

Press

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Hail, thou once despiséd Jesus !
Thou dear Redeemer, dy ing Lamb,
Come, Christian children,

Rock of ages.

Love divine,

Art thou weary ¢

O sing the power of love divine
God loved the world,

Of him who did salvation bring,
Nearer the eross,

Library References.

BY REV, 8. G. AYRES,

Tue Trists.—Stalker, The Tvial and Doath «
Jesus Christ (Am, Tract Soc.). Mabry, J. .,
A Logal View of the Trial of Christ (Standard Pui
Co.). Greenleaf, Simon, 7% Testimony of th
Evanglists Examined by the Rule sof Evidence Aol
Courts of Justice (Dutton
valuable appendix on the *Trial of
Libliotheea Sacra, vol, xxxix, page 643, All the
lives of Christ give some account and discussion
of the subject
Priare.—

BD,

ministered in has a

Jesus,”

‘andlish, Sevipture Chavacters, pa
Biography, vol

Chapin, Characters in the Gospuls
Duruy, History of Rome, vol. i, pages
vol. iv(S8th note) pages 151, 493, 404 ; vol. Vv, pages
114, 115, Merivale, History of the Romans, vol. v,
page: Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus
the Messiah, vol. i, pages 242, 261, 262 ; vol. s pages
5 Stapfer, Falestine in
, 419,475, Josophus's
edition), vol. iii, pages 146-152,
wetz, History of the Jows, vol, ii, pages 138

iif,

330-363

wvans, Sevipture

140, 171,

Barassas.—Hastings, Obseure Characte Ed-
; of Jesus the Messiah, vol, i1,

‘Andrews, Life of Our Lord, page

, Marie Corelli, Barabbas (Lippin

Haxonook oF BisLE Massenrs
r. 11, Position of accused,
12, Chief priests and elders, 717, Ver. 15,
Prisoners Ver. 24, Symbolical

20, Scourging, 724,

Blackhoard.
BY T, J. HAUTNAGEL, E=Q.
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hand washing, 431, Ve
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LESSON XI. JESUS CRUCIFIED.

GOLDEN TEXT. Christ died for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures. 1 Cor. 15. 3.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Matt, 306 5 John 19, 1-37;
Matt. 27. 836-50. Commit o memory verses 3

35 And they erucified him, and parted his gar-
ments sting lots: that it might be fulfilled
which ws spoken by the prophet, Th "purtul‘

my garments among them, and upon my vesture | 38

did they cast lots,
And sitting down they watched him there ;

And set up over his head his aceusation | %9

written, THIS I8 JE* THE KING OF THE |
JEWS

38 Then were there two thieves crucified with |
him ; one on the right hand, and another on the
left,

39 And they that passed by reviled him, wag- | 41
ging their heads, ‘

40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the tem-

ple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If |42 ers, s

thou be the Son of God, come down from the |

ise also the chief priests mocking Aim, |
with the seribes and el aid, 4
42 Ile saved others: self he eannot save. |
the King of I~'r|~< 1, let him now come | 44
down from the cross, and we will believe him, |

43 He trusted in God ; let him deliver hiim now, |
if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of
God,

44 The thieves also, which were erucified with
him, cast the same in his teeth,

45 Now from the gixth hour there w:
over all the land unto the ninth hour.

46 And about the |unlh hour Je'sus ericd with
a loud voice, saying, , EI'i, Ia'ma sa-bach-thy %
ni? that is to say, My (.ml my God, why hast 4

forsaken m : |
me of them that stood the
A that, said, This man calleth for 3
48 And straightway one of them ran, and took
a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on |
1d gave him to drink, 490
¢ e rest said, Let be, let us sce whether | 5o
E-li'as will come to suve him, ‘

50 Je'sus, when he had eried again with a loud

voice, yielded up the ghost, \

45
46

Time.—Friday, April

when they | 48 ¢

7, A.D. 30. Place.— | Luke 46),

REVISED VERSION,

35 And when they had crucified him, they parie
u. his garments among them, casting lots: u

37 they sat and watched him there.  And they «
up over his head his accusation written, 1
18 4 THE KING OF THE JEWS, Then
there crucified with him two robbers, one «
the right hand, and one on the left. And 1}
that passed by railed on him, wagging 1

| 40 heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest 1
temple, and buildest it in three days, save 1

self : if thou art the Son of God, come dow
from the cross. In like manner also the ¢}
priests mocking Zim, with the seribes and
iid, He saved others ; himself he 1
save. e is the King of Is'ra-cl ; let him 1
come down from the cross, and we will beli
on him. He trusteth on God § let him d
him now, if he desireth him : for he said, I ;
the Son of God. And the robbers also
were erucified with him cast upon him 1
same reproach,

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness
over all the land until the ninth hour, And
about the ninth hour Je'sus eried with a loud
voice, saying, El'i, El'i, la'ma sa-bach-tha'ni
that is, My God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me? And some of them that stool
', when they heard it, said, This man call

jah. And straightway one of them
ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vi
cgar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to
drink. And the rest said, Let be; let us se
whether E-li'jah cometh to save him, And
Je'sus cried in with a loud voice, aml
yielded up his spirit,

15. The bowed head. 16. Th

Golgotha, or ** The place of a skull."” The Latin | veil of the temple rent, the earthquake, the rocks

translation of this is Calvary, which has come | rent, the graves opened.

17. The confession of

into generai use in European and American | the centurion and of the people. 18, The blood
churches, It is not certainly identified, but prob- | and water (John 19, 34),

ably the Grotto of Jeremiah. Order of Events
on the Cross.—1. The taste of wine (vinegar)
and myrrh (gall) (Matt. 27. 34; Mark 15, 23), 2.
The crucifixion. 3. The thieves, 4. The prayer:
“Father, forgive them.” 5, The accusation
written. 6. The garments divided. 7. The rail-
ing and mocking by people, priests, and soldiers.
8, The railing malefactors, 9. The penitent
thief. 10. The gazing friends. 11. The mother
and Son. 12, The three hours of darkness,13.
The loud ery. 14, The last words (John 19, 30 ;

Home Readings.

Golgotha, Matt, 27, 27-34,
. Jesus Crucified. Matt. 27, 85-50.
. *“This was the Son of (lmL" Matt, 27,
51-60,
. “1Itis finished.” John 19, 25-37.
Wonderful love. Rom. 5, 1-8,
The great gift. Rom, 8, 81-39.
The spotless offering, Heb. 9. 6-14.
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Lesson Hymns., Lhu:l-m of the cross! Iluw sure God’s word is !
\ How true is its every utterance !
2. ** He saved others ; himself he cannot save, ™
* Man of Sorrows,” what a name He could only suve by self-sacrifice, His loss
For the Son of God who came, saved us. No salvation w as otherwise possible,
3. Forsaken ! Betrayed by one disc iple, denicd
No. 67, New Canadian Hymnal, by another, deserted by all, derided by men, left
Not all the blood of beasts alone by angels, God's presence withdrawn,
On Jewish altars slain. Jesus trod the wine press alone! For whom ¥

|QUESTIONS FOR INTE RMEDIATE
CHOLARS,
1. Rejected, v. 35-38,
What was done to Jesus? What disposition
NIOR SCHOLARS. | Vo< made of his garments
1. Rejected, v, [ What prophecy was thus fulfilled
Where was the ]ll.n e ul crucifixion ¥ By whom was this propheey  written ¢

How were the garments of Jesus disposed of ¢ | Psalm 22,18,
olim 19 3 | What then did the soldiers do?

What propheey was thus fulfilled ¥ What inscription was fastened to the eross over

\What was the official accusation on the cross

No. 68, New Canadian Hymnal,

No. 65, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jesus, keep me near the Cross,
There a precious fountain.

the head of Jesusy
Who were erucitied with him ¢

In what langu \n.nrhn inseription written ¥ 5 3
For what did Jesus dic?  GoLpes Texr,

Why in these | |
What variations occur in the ins riptions ¢ 24 Despised, v, 3044,
Who were crucified with Jesus?  Why 4 | What did those do that passed Ly ¢
What prophecy was thus fulfilled ¢ | How did they challenge Jesus as the Son of
God?

What officers joined in deriding his

What did they say he could not do ¥

Upon what terms did they promise to belicyve
in him ¢

Who else joined in the mo kery ¢

B what acts and words did the people revile

|
2. Despised, v, 80-44, ‘
i

Jesus ¥
What mocking demand dGid the priests make ¢
Who else joined in the mockery ¥
How does Luke modify this last statement of |
Matthew ¥ Luke 30, 3. Forsaken, v,
What says Isaiah of this crucl treatment ¢ What happened for lh- space of three hours ¥
At the ninth hour what cry was h
What do these words mean ¢
What did some understand Jesus to sy
What act of merey did a soldier perform ¢
What did the rest say ?
What cry did Jesus utter? Luke 23, 46,
What then occurred ¥

‘orsaken, v, 45-50,
What supernatural sign appeared in the sky?
How long did the darkness last ?
What ery was then heard ¢
What mistake was made by the bystanders ¢
What act of merey was performed by one?
Tlow many times was drink offered to Jesus at |

the cross ? 4 Practical Teachings,

For what appearance did the people wait ¢ | Where in this lesson are we taunght—

What actually occurred ? ’ That the Seriptures are true

What ery did Jesus utter? Luke 23, 46, | 2. That God hates sin ¥
What here shows that Jesus's death was volun- 3. That the death of Jesus was voluntary ¢
tary ¥ ‘

What events accompanied the death of Jesus? QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
Verses 51 SCHOLARS.

What did llu- rending of the veil signify ¢ Tleh,
10. 19,

What was the real occasion of Christ’s death
GoLpeN TExT,

What do you remember about Pilate ¥
What did the soldiers do ¥
Do people ever treat Jesus badly now ¢
Where was Jesus crucificd? On a hill near
Teachings of the Lesson, Jvruunlt-m, called Calvary,
God's word is sure of fullillment, Isaiah! W hat other name is given the place in this
Wrote eight centuries before the crucifixion ; yet | lesson ?
bis words seem as though written under the \ Who were crucified with Jesus?
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What story does Luke tell about one of the
thieves ?

What does this show? The beautiful truth
of the GoLpeEN TexT,

Who mocked Jesus as he hung on the cross?

What prophet wrote about all this?

What did Pilate have written above the cross?

Why did he do this? To vex the Jews.

What sweet story does John tell about Jesus
and his mother ¢

What came over allthe land while Jesus hung
on the cross ¢

Can you say from your heart, I believe it was
for me he hung and suffered there "

THE LESSON C ECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What was the accusation written over the
cross?  ¢“This is Jesus the King of the
Jews.”

2. What was the real charge made by ti.
Jews? Blasphemy against God.

3. How was he treated by all in that last hour
of misery ? They reviled and mocked hiw,
4. What signs filled them al!l with terro

Darkness at midday and an earthquake.
5. What great lesson does his crucifixion tewc)
us? GoLDEN TEXT: *¢ Christ died for,?? et

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

15. What is sin?

Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans
gression of the law of God.

16. How doth God regard sin?

Sin is the abominable thing which God doth hate,
and the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men.

Habakkuk i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than (o
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Sufierings of the Cross.

I. PaysicaL PaiN,
1. Vinegar....would not drink, v.34.
Gall for my meat. Psalm 69, 21
2. They erucified him, v. 35,
Made a curse for us. Gal. 3, 13,

II. Acts o CONTEMPT.
1. Parted his gavments. v. 35,
Cast Jots upon my vesture, Psalm 22, 18,
2. His accusation written. v. 37,
Yet have I set my king. Psalm 2, 6.
8. Two thiev cowith him, v, 38,
Numbered with . ...transgressors, Isa, 53, 12.

IXPLA TORY AND

III. WoRDS OF ABUSE,
L. They that passed by reviled,
They shaked their heads.
2. Chigf priests mocking him.,
In mine adversity they rejoiced. Psalm 85. 15
B, Thieves....cast the same, v, 44,
Reproaches... fallen upon me, Psalm 69, 4
IV. LONELINESS OF SotL,
‘ My God... forsaken me, v, 46,
" Trodden the wine press alone. Isa. 63, 3
| V. DeaTh,
| Yiclded up the ghost. v. 50,
He died unto sin once. Rom. 6. 10.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

Let us notice in order the events of the darkest day in all earth’s histor ~the day when the Saviour

of the world hung upon the cross :
examination before Annas, 2.
drin was convoked, and he was formally condem
executed without the authori
was taken to the judgment seat of Pilate, which

L. After the arrestin the garden Jesus was led for a preliminar
Thence he was by

ought to the house of Caiaphas, where the San!
ned to death, 3, But the sentence could not

fon of the Roman governor, who was then in the city 5 henes

may have been in the tower of Antonia, north o

the temple. 4. Pilate was soon convineed that Jesus was an innocent man, but, unwilling to fu
the opposition of the rulers, he sent him to Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee, who had ¢o
to the passover, and was lodging, probably, in the Maccabean pa! midway between Antonia i

the Tower of David. 5. Herod refused to condemn Je

5, but moeked him and sent him back 1

Pilate. 6. At last Pilate was induced to order the crucifixion of Jesus, who was led away to be |

to death. 7. Bearing his cross, Jesus went forth on his

d journey to Golgotha, a place of which

we know only that it was outside the wall of the city. 8. Tlere the terrible agonies of the eros

were endured, and for six hours the Saviour hung

upon the tree. 9. Seven times he spoke—wors

tenderness, of forgiveness, of prayer, and of faith. 10. The darkness gathered around, and at the
hour when the evening sacrifice was laid on the altar the great atonement was wrought, the Redeemer
died, and the veil of the temple was rent asunder,
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Verse 35. They crucified him. The exe- -robbers—at this time infested the country
itioners were four Roman soldiers. In the act | about Jerusalem, They were what are now called
! crucifixion they first laid the cross on the | banditti, and represented a half-organized polit-
ound, and taking off the clothing of the c¢rimi- ical movement—that chronic rebellion which dis-
1l they made him lie down upon its main beam | turbed both Herod and Pilate through nearly the
awd streteh out his arms along the transverse  whole of their official terms, These * thieves »
beam. The cross was low, The arms were nailed in | were probably already under sentence of death at
plice 5 the feet were sometimes tied, but more | the time of our Lord’s trial, According to legend
cenerally transtixed by asingle large nail. When | their names were Dysmas and Gysmas, One
the criminal had been securely fastened the cross leader of mountain robbers, according to Jo-
was raised to an upright position and slidden or ' sephus, dashed into Jericho and burned its pal-
dropped into a hole dug to receive its lower end. " aces, and another for twenty years wasted a wide-
Death came very slowly, generally after hours, ' spread country with fire and sword,
sometimes after days, of agony.  According to| 39, They that passed by, Multitudes would
Mark, Jesus was fastened to the cross at the third | be journeying to Jerusalem on the day ot prepa-
ir=about nine o'clock, John Says dt was ration forthe passover, In that barbaric age the
ihout the sixth hour. To harmoniz these ap-  highest dignitaries were not ashamed to take
purently contradictory statements it is assumed part in mocking adying man. The brutality
by many scholars that Jolin, when writing this accompanying Christ's death was characteristic
letter in Ephesus and among Gentile surround-  of execution through all the ages until compara-
% followed the European mode of reckoning tively recent time Reviled him, wagging
time. Parted his garments, [t has been usual | their heads. (See Im 22, 7.) This psalm
I most ages and countries for the exeeutioner to | seems to have been in Matthew's mind during
recard the personal property of the criminal as ' the penning of this entire narrative, Very likely,
lis own,  Matthew notes the general fulfillment because our Lord alittle later recited it, or part
Of u prophecy in Psalm 22, 18; for a still more  of it,
special coincidence see John 19, 2. This| 40. Thou that destroyest the temple,
pralm is supposed to have been written during and buildest it in three days. The saying
the exile by a godly Jew in captivity at Babylon. | here misquoted was more generally misunder-
Casting lots. Garments which would not be | stood than most of the teachings of our Lord. It
spoiled by entting would be divided equally | made adeep impression on the minds of the peo-
among the exeentioners, but other articles, such | ple early in his career, and doubtiess led more
asthe girdle and turban and sandals and the seam- persons to consent to his death than anything else
less ¢hiton, woven of fine wool and worn next the | that he said. And yet we are to remember that
hody, would lose their value it cut, and so for [ he had never heen formally condemned on this
then the lot was resorted to, At this juncture | charge, as he had been on the next one men-
our Lord prayed, * Father, forgive them jfor they [tioned. Luke gives us not the taunt of the Jew-
know not what they do " (Luke 23, i4). | ish populace, but that of the soldiers, “If thou
36. They watched him there, Apprehend- | be the King of the Jews, save thyself ” (Luke 23.
e an attempt at rescue, If thoun be the Son of God. The accusa-
37, Set up over his head his ae sation, | tion that he cliimed to be this was the ground
Whether this was done before the cross with its | of the charge of blasphemy, of which he had been
sufferer had been placed ercet we do not know. | found guilty, It is a strange coincidence that
On the humiliating procession to Calvary this | these words are exactly the words pronounced by
accusation was carried in front of Jesus, It is said } the devil in the temptation in the wilderness, an¢
to have been customary to write thisaccusation in | the temptation is the same now as then. To ac
black letters on boards smeared with white gyp- | cept such a challenge would have been to admi
sim. THIS IS JES THE KING OF |aluck of trust in the heavenly Father.
THE JEWS. The variations in the form are| 41. Chief priests . . . scribes and eld:
lotable,  (Compare with this ve Mark 15, 26; | ers. “Rulers” (Luke 23, 85): members of the
Luke 24 iand John 19. 19.) Tt was written in | Sanhedrin, It was in accordance with the custom
three languages—Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. The | of the time for those who had condemned him ta
words, *“The King of the Jews,” are found in ‘ watchhis penal suffering,
cuch of the evangelists, One might expect that | 42. He saved others ; himself he cannot
in the three languages there would be differ- | save. Remember that his name was Rfaviour
ences. Verbal translation was not demanded, (that is the meaning of Jesus), and that just one
38. Two thieves, Robbers were always put [ week before this the enthusiastic crowds had
todeath by erucifixion. Great bands of “ thieves » ] cried, ‘“Hosanna, save now !” These incidents,
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|
remote as they are to us, were all fresh to |lw:

ears and eyes of those who clustered about the
cross, What they meant by his saving others is
not certain, As the words were of contempt, it is
probable that they were a derisive reference to
the works of healing, and especially the raising
of Lazarus from the dead, the actuality of which
these scorners would probably be disposed to
deny.

43. He trusted in God. (Sce Psalm 32.10.) |

The enemies of our Lord applied to him the
words of prophecy.  As Dr. Plumptre says : *“ The
fulfillment of one of the great Messianic prophe-
cies in this manne
things are to be remembered—they did not be-
lieve, as we do, that this psalm was Messianic,
for they ignored the idea of a suffering Christ,
Besides, their very familiarity with the words of
the psalm would naturally bring its phraseology
to their lips when oceasion demanded it—only
they would persuade themselves they were
right in saying it, when David’s enemics were
wrong.”

44. The thieves. Both of them, it would
seem, at the first ; until one was converted by the
sight of our Lord’s suffering and his resignation
to an unmerited punishment,

45. From the sixth hour there was darke

over all the land unto the ninth hour,
1is darkness was preternatural ; not an eclipse,
for an eclipse could not take place at the full
moon, *All the land’ is really all the earth,
and there is no sufficient reason to conclude that
the darkness was confined to Judea., Our Lord
was crucified at the third hour, which is nine
o'clock, and remained six hours on the cross ;
the sixth hour would be noon,”—%urton, The
ninth hour would be about three in the afternoon,
when the evening sacrifice was laid on the altar
before the temple,

is almost incredible ; but two '

[June 12
46. Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
first words of Psalm 22 in the Aramaic dialcot
of the Hebrew tongue, the dialect that Jesy
spoke in his childhood. Thus with his last breat
does our Lord give honor to the Father and b
witness to the fulfilled words of the Old Tesi,
ment,  What did Jesus mean by thus quoting t
psalmist’s pathetic reproach, * My God, my G
why hast thou forsaken me?”  Dr. Abbott giv
a commonly-received explanation when he co
siders it representative of that phase of Chr

| tian experience in which, while the intellect «
| holds fast to its belief in God, the heart feels it

more, and the soul is in darkness in spite of
faith in God. Psalm 22, however, has often b
used by holy Hebrews as a sort of death chun
and it is not straining the meaning of verse 4
to understand that the sentence quoted stuni-
for the whole psalm. Just as we would say ti

a man sang “ Jesus, Lover of my soul,” and |
that phrase mean that he sang the whole hyr
which thus begins, so the evangelist may moea
that Jesus recited this psalm, as was the cust
of godly Hebrews,

47, Some of them. Who must have booy
Jews.,  Eliase Possibly a misunderstanding «
the word Eli, but more probably a bitter mo
ery. E
forerunner of the Messiah,

48. Took a sponge, and filled it with

negar. That is, with sour wine, the ordiaury
drink of the soldie utiton a reed. Sous
to put it within reach of the sufferer’s mouth

49. Let be. Another speech of mockery

50, Cried again. (See John 19,30 Luke :
46.) The words were, ** It is finished,” and, ** [uto
thy hands I commend my spirit.”  Yielded up
the ghost.  Yielded up his spirit, asif his spirit
was his servant, whom he now voluntarily dis
missed, (Seedohn 10, 18,)

ah was expected by the Jews as |

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 35. They crucified him. Crucifix-
jon was a punishment entirely foreign to the
customs of Israel, It was an invention of Ro-
man cruelty, and was designed to achieve the
greatest  possible suffering without a speedy
death, It also became the symbol of extreme
shame, and was inflicted only on criminals of the
lowest type. Cicero pours his hot indignation
upon what he calls a punishment “ most cruel
and disgraceful.”  Parted his garments,
The Roman law gave the garments of the one
crucified to the executioners. There were four
soldiers assigned to this task (Acts 12, 4), There
were two drawings of lots, First, for the cloak,
cap, girdle, and sandals ; then for the tunic, or

“yesture,” which was too valuable to be placed
in one of the four lots, That it might be ful
filled. John does not mean to say that these
| details were nece sary to the accomplishment of
the prophecy. The spirvitual sense of Psalm 22
18 would have been accomplished without 1
literal facts. Matthew undoubtedly knew 1

| but John makes his meaning clear. The i
E]msc of the Sanhedrin in having Jesus crucitiod
was to remove him, even in death, the very fur
thest from everything that was Mosaic, The
manner of his death should itself negative
his Messiahship. But it turns out that every
| detail tallies with the prophets, and proclain
him to be the true David, The literalist
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are confounded by a literal fulfillment of
prophecy,

37. This accusation. The different forms
of the written inscription is explained by the
fact that it was written in three languages :

1) Aramaic, the national speech,  This was
probably the form Matthew quoted in his gospel,
which was originally written in that tongue, and
afterward turned into Greek, (2) Latin, which
was the common language of the Loman people,
This was what Mark, who wrote for the Romans,
quoted.  (3) Gre k, the tongue universally un-
derstood.  This was what Luke, who wrote for
the entire world, quoted. The objeet of Pilate in
aflixing this inscription was to insult the Joews,
hut he was unwittingly affirming the Kingly dig-
uity of Jesus Christ,

38.Two thieves. It is a question whether
itwas the Jews who requested this in order to
render the shame of Jesus more complete,
whether Pilate did it in order to shame the Jews,
by hanging their king between malefactors,
The gospels are silent on the subject. It is
probable, however, that Pilate, in view of the un-
usual passion of the populace over the execution
of Jesus, thought it well to send the usual qua-
ternion to Calvary. Tle therefore hurried to the
place two criminals who were awaiting exceu-
tion, each having the regular quota of four sol-
diers,

39-43. So far as the priests were concerned,
this was done in malignant passion. No frenzy
15 50 cruel as the religious. But the people who |
had formerly heard Jesus with favor, and were
ready to believe his claim to be the Messiah, may |
have seriously asked as a final argument that
Jesus prove his divine Sonship by descending |
from the cross, It was the temptation of the
wilderness and Cwsarea pressed upon him
third time, and added to the agony of the cross,

44. The thieves also. Luke says that only
one blasphemed (23, 39). The word used by
Matthew, oneidzon (mocked), is not the one nsed |
by Luke, 4‘[;lnlxllltlmith]ewplu'mml). Lange thinks ‘
that the mocking done by the one was not in the |
spirit of blasphemy, but was an carnest appeal |
to the dying Saviour to save both himself and
him, If that is not the fact, then it must be
that as he mocked his heart was touched by the
patient suffering of Jesus, and he repented,

45. The sixth hour. Jesus was on the
cross from the third hour (Mark 15, 25)—that is,
nine o’cloek in the morning—till the ninth hour,
or three o'clock in the afternoon (verse 46).
John's account (19, 14) is confessedly not very |
definite. He says *“it was about " a given hour

the hour of “the preparation of the pass
over"—that Jesus was sentenced to the cross, |

the

or

a

He names this sixth hour (noon). From the
fuct that death by crucifixion usually lasts from
four to five days, sometimes a full week, it is
believed that Jesus died from actual rupture of
the heart, occasioned by mental agony, (Se
Stroud’s Physical Cause o the Death of Christ.)
Darkness, The attempt to identify this witl,
the eclipse mentioned by Phlegon, of Tralles, is
as needless as it is unsat actory.  How could
the moon have gotten between the earth and the
sun when it was full? There is a secret union
of the spiritual and material realms by which
the great events of the one affect the other. The
instinets of the human heart in all ages and all
countries have recognized this fact, There are
abundant confirmations of it in the Scriptures
and in history, When Christ was born a new
star appeared.  When he died nature shud
dered and the sun was darkened.  All nature js
“groaning and travailing” under man's sin.
His restoration will recover nature. There will
be a *“new heaven and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteonsness,”

46, 47, s Eli, lama sabachthani?
Spoken in the speech of his childhood, which is
always nearest the heart and sure to come to the
lips in the deepest emotion (Geikie). The mys-
tery of this hour in which the Son of God was
drinking the cup of our sin is as yet too pro-

found for satisfact Ty explanation. In some

| Way and for some reason the face of the Father

was hidden for the only time from the eye of his
Son. He was drinking the cup from which his
whole being shrank with sweat of blood, but
which he voluntarily took to his lips for our re-
demption,

8. Vinegar to drink. A wine mixed with
a stupefying liquor (Mark). Given by the sol-
dier in sympathy, but which Jesus refused be-

| cause he would preserve the clearness of hig

mind till all was fulfilled. He certainly looked
upon his death as something more than a ceasing
of his mortal life, He was dying for a lost
world,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Lessons of the Cross.,
Le The cross shows us how great is the depth of

Jaman: guilt which could commit such a crime
and gloat over such suffering. Man's sin is

| placed in dark colors by the cross of Christ,

2. The cross shows us the value of our humanity,
since such a price was necessary to be paid, and
was freely given for our redemption. If Christ
was willing to give his life to save men, what
should not we be willing to do to bring them to
him ?
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3. The cross shows us the viches of God's love and ‘ custom—a custom prevalent all over China- (.,
grace. God so loved the world that he gave his | inscribe on a great board the crime for which
Son to die for the world, We see God's love in | person is being punished and to make the crin
nature, but we see it far more shed abroad in | inal carry it about with him, in such a way as |

Christ. ;ullnw him liberty of locomotion. The Romas

&, The eross shows to us the brotherhood of Christ | had the custom, in cases of crucifixion, of wri
| ing the erime above the head of the victim on t
| cross. This was done in the case of Jesus in 1

three languages which were currently in use. Ti

Roman soldiers might read it in Latin, the Gre
Botvinen earik and huasen; Tless God comow itite| SHEAKING peapies 18 Uragk, sud thecoingion |
communion with us and accepts Christ as our [ h'f"'”“ms of Palestine in Aramaic. The pla
mediator and substitute. We are saved because | bills of the theaters announced the performanc:
Christ died for us. ‘in these three languages, which were in con

[June 12,

to man. He died as our fellow-man, for as God
he could not die. It was our brother who hung
bleeding and suffering on Calvary.

8. The cross becomes in some way the meeting-place

- mon use on the streets and generally througho
| the whole country. Greek literature was curront
Orientalisms of the Lesson. ‘I in Jerusalem as well as Greek games, The Ro
Crucifixion was of Eastern origin and was | man soldiers and judges were in every quarici
very early in use among the Persians and Car- | while the Syriac form of the Hebrew was in us
thaginians. For a long time its introduction by the Jews in every locality.
into Roman countries was bitterly opposed. Verse 46,  We find our Lord expressing himsc||
Cicero affirmed that it should never come near | in the dialect of Galilee. There has been much
the thought, the eyes, or the ears of a Roman [ discussion as to what language Jesus used in his
citizen, far less his person, Alexander the Great | publie discourses, it being maintained by sou
erucified two thousand citizens when Tyre sur- | persons that it was Aramaic, and that there wus
rendered ; the Greeks thus adopted it from the | an original Aramaic gospel, Of the three lan
Pheenicians. It was introduced into Rome by | guages inseribed on the Master's cross, he surcly
Crassus, who, having captured a large number | did not speak Latin, though some have main

of slaves in the revolt of Spartacus, lined the | tained that there was a time when he did speak
road from Capua to Rome with crucified slaves, | Latin. In his time only the scholars understood
and Augustus crucified six thousand at once in | Hebrew, but every man of quality knew the
Sicily in his suppression of one of his great wars. : Latin taught in the schools. By the term ““ Ara
The common use of it, however, was confined to | maic* is meant the language of Laban and his
highway robbers, rebels, and slaves, though in  countrymen who flourished in Palestine side 'y

the provinces remote from Rome it might be ap- “ side with the Hebrew and took on Jewish chiarac
plied against any criminals, The Egyptians tied ‘ teristics. Embodied in the Greek text of the
the victims to the cross, but the Romans and Car- | New Testament are found quite a number of
thaginians drove a huge nail through the palm of | singular expressions and short sentences trans
each hand into the wood, and fastened the feet : literated from the Semitic, such as this cry,
also by two great iron nails, or by one when the | * Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” also Talitha
feet were crossed over each other, cumi, Abba, Aceldama, Gabatha, Golgothy,

Verse35. Four soldiers were appointed to carry | Ephphatha, Rabbi, Rabboni, Raca. *“Rabboni”
out the sentence of the crucifixion, and by usage | is more than likely a Galilean provineialism,
were entitled to possess themselves of the gar- while others may be either Hebrew or Aramaic
ments of the vietims. These divided the outer but the Greek association and intermarriage is
garments of Jesus into four shares, tearing lhe‘ manifest everywhere, When the whole Church
larger to make an equal division, The innerrobe | at Jerusalem came together, Jews and Groeck
was of one piece, woven from the top without | Jews, and elected seven deacons, residents of
seam or stitching, and was similar to that worn | Jerusalem, every one of the seven Jews had
by the priests, and would be destroyed by tearing Greek names,  From the times of Isaiah down,
it. The Roman soldiers were great gamblers and | Galilee, whose speech was the speech of the
were accustomed to carry dice about their per- | Christ, was *“ Galilee of the Gentiles,” a land of
sons, and they at once determined to gamble fur1 mixed population, whose chief cities in the time
this garment, inadvertently and all unconsciously | of Christ were Tiberias and Ptolemais, cities of
thus fulfilling the prediction about the Messiah | Greek influence.  The chief peculiarity of the

(Psalm 22. 18), ¢ They part my garments among
them, and cast lots upon my vesture,”
Verse 37. In many Asiatic countries it is the

speech of Galileans was in their confusion of
four Semitic letters, which we may represent hy
A, H, Kh, and the other a partial aspirate, and
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the confusion which their misuse might caus
illustrated in a slight misplacement which
muke seemingly the same word mean an ass,
s Wool, or to kill.  Altogether the Galileans
wnew so little Aramaic that the found it hard to
muke Jews who spoke it copr ctly understand
whit they said. It is a touching incident that
Tesus Christ in the agony of his death should use
¢ speech of Galilee which he had learned at his
mother's knee, It appears not to have heen
telligible to either the Jews, the Greeks, or
Romans. At least some of them so far
isapprehended the meaning of his utterance
that  they supposed le was calling for the
prophet Elias, the anticipated forerunner of the
Messiah,  Mary, however, would understand it,
for in her passion of grief and gladness when he
lisclosed himself to her in the garden she burst
out in the Galilean dialect, ¢ Rabboni ! " «( my
Master ! ™

is
would

vine,

By Way or Hlustration,

erueifid,  Before crucifixion
cross was the symbol of decpest infamy, A
oman citizen could not be crucified, no
matter what his crime, The Jews regarded it
With special horror, The sacrifice of Jesus trans-
formed the cross into an emblem of glory. Now
the cross crowns our loveliest architecture, is
wrought into forms for rarest Jjewels, is marked
on the brow of kings and queens at coronation,
Longfellow wrote after the death of his friends,
which, he says, had called his attention to the fu-
ture life, “Henceforth let me bear upon my
shicld the holy cross,”

Lround the eross. We see three predominant
stutes of mind. In the soldiers, apathy
rulers, antipathy ; in the women and disciples, |
sympathy.  As a fire catches the lumps of dirty
coal or clots of filth that are flung into it and con-
vertit into a mass of light, so at this time thepe
was that about Christ which transmuted the very
insults hurled. at him into honors and charged
even the incidents of his crucifixion, which were
most trivial in themselves, with unspeakable
meaning.—Seect Notes,

The
teng

Jesus his the

in the |

seven sentences, He uttered seven sen-

sat intervals, which have been preserved |
tous.  They are seven windows by which we can

still look into his very mind and heart and learn

the impressions made on him by what was hap-

pening,

The finished life. The last word of Jesus is,
“Itis finished,” Surely, if some sympathetic |
friend of Jesus had been telling of his death, he
Would have said, “ What a fearful pity it was
that he died so soon ! What a loss it was to usJ
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| tender, simple, hey

all that he left his life unfinished !
might have happened if he ¢
SIXty years | "

Think what
ould only have lived
And yet, as Jesus said, it was a
finished life—for completeness is not a thing of
quantity, but of quality What scems to be a
fragment may be in ity the most perfect
thing on earth, You stand in some museum be-
fore a Greek statue mutilated, a fragment of
what it was meant to be, And yet, as you look
atity you say, *“ Here is perfeet art,
lutely right.” Or what shall we
young men of the civil war, dying
at the head of their troops,
promise of their life in one splendid instant |
Was not their life a fin shed one? What more
could they ever have done with it? If your life
is carved out of pure marble with an artist's
hand, whether the whole of it remains to be a
thing of beauty, or whether it is broken off likea
fragment of its full design, it is a finished life,
You give it back to God, saying, «
plished what thou hast give
vard Chapwl Talks,
Calvary, the world’s

It is abso-
" of those
at twenty-five
pouring out all the

I have accom-
n me to do,”—Hap-
salvation.  The famous

*Christ on Calvary,” was on exhibition
in a public room. A visitor was interested in
the picture, but he was not impressed as he ex-
pected to be.  As he was leaving the hall the at-
tendant said, “You have not really seen it,
Please return,”  The illuminations were turned
on, and the central figure was thrown upin a
startling vision, The visitor felt that he was on
Calvary, He was overwhelmed. “ It isthe old
theme," one may i+ “only Christ crucified 1
May the Holy
Christ and deliver the oZr

pirit illuminate the cross of

cat tragedy as a personal

: gospel.—Monday lub,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
It seems almost a sacrilege to add a word to the
irthreaking record of the evan-
gelists regarding the crucifixion of our Lord, |
canonly ask you to read and reread it until it en-
tersinto the tiber of Yoursoul and awakens there
repentance and faith, grattitude and love,
The life of Jesus was different from any othef
life. He came to die,
no account of death ;

r
Our plans and hopes take
all his thoughts, his pur-
pose, his life, were directed toward this, His
crucifixion was not an accident from the hate of
his enemies. They were the instruments, but he
was the “ Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.” It was his death upon the cross which
alone made it possible for man to live according
tothe high teachings of the Sermon on the Mount H
to realize the petitions of the Lord's Prayer; to
regulate conduct by the Golden Rule; to become
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victorious over death, and to inherit eternal life. 14. Prayer..... Compare all the gospels, and fran
) I P

When he told his disciples the things he must
suffer in Jerusalem, and the death he should die
Peter said, “* Far be it from thee, Lord,” and
Jesus rebuked him as one who was far from un-
derstanding the thought and purpose of God.
The life, the teaching, the spirit of Jesus ennoble
all who study them, but power to live according
to them comes only from his death upon the
cross. If we ask to be delivered from our sins, it
is through him ** who died for us.” It cannot be
explained ; words only darken counsel, ** Whoso-
ever believeth” finds pardon, peace, and victory
over sin through the cross of the LordJesus Christ.
 Ag Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up : that
whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but
have everlasting life.”” The cross of Jesus is the
hope of the world. Much has been written and
said about the reasons for this strange tragedy
of the crucifixion, but from all controversy and hu-
man theory the weary heart turns in simple trust
to the cross and finds there cleansing, strength,
and peace. It is as the simple Scotch woman

said, * I ken not your learning, I ken not your

doetrines, but as the flower on the hillside opens
to the sun, so my heart opens to the Lord Jesus.”
It is *“darkness to the intellect, but sunshine to
the heart,” In the secret place of this mystery the
human soul and Jesus meet, and from the shad-
ows of death eternal life breaks forth,

Low at thy eross, my Saviour, 1 am lying,
To meet the healing stream of cleansing blood ;
Faith sees thee there, my soul’s Redeemer, dying,
Dying to raise me into life with God,

Low at thy cross—here keep me meek and lowly ;
Within its shadow free from earthly stain,

8in dare not enter a retreat so holy,
Here even sorrow loses half its pain,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin with a glance at the trial of Jesus before
Pilate, and arrange the events in order: 1 Be-
fore Pilate. 2. Before Herod. 3. Before Pilate
again; the condemnation. 4. The journey to
Calvary. 5. The crucifixon and the events at
the cross....Draw a map of Jerusalem ; locate
Pilate’s judgment hall at the Tower of Antonia,
Herod's palace, half way between Antonia and
the castle on Zion, and Golgotha outside the
wall. Then show the journeys of Jesus from
place to place on that day..../ A picture of Jeru-
salem, of the traditional place of the cross, and
the modern identification on the north of the
city would add to the interest of the lesson....
Try to make it all real, both to yourself and to
the class Show the traits of Christ on the
cross: 1. Patience. 2. Kingliness. 3. Faith.

| a connected narrative. . .. Present to the class 1]
lessons of this event, our interest iu it.

Before the Class.

Introduction, Briefly review the last lesson an
then state the few events which intervene 1
tween that lesson and to-day’s : (@) The scourgii
(b) The soldiers’ mocking, (¢) The journey to th:
hill Calvary. During this journey note the ty
incidents—the compelling of Simon the Cyr
nian to help Jesus with the cross, and Jesu
words to the lamenting women. Bring out 1
main elements of the story of the erucifixion o
| given in the gospels before proceeding to th
1 following text development.

Development of the text.  Place upon the board
the general subject, * The Triumph of Sacrificia
| Love,” and develop the thought under the follow
| ing divisions : 1, Triumph over humiliation and
| shame ; 2. Triumph over pain; 3. Triumph over
|self ; 4. Triumph over mockeries 5. Triuniph
| over utter loneliness,

1. Trivnph over humiliation and shame, Try
imagine the thoughts of Jesus as he went on hi«
way to the cross. He looked forward to 1)
| humiliation and shame of this public and d
ing death, reserved for the lowest criminals 1
he a king! Yetlove did not falter, but wone
steadily on in triumph.

2. Triumph over pain, Speak briefly of the au
| nizing physical pain caused by this mode of pun
ishment. Point out to the class that Christ
could have stopped all this at once if he would,
for he had the power, but he quietly and tri
umphantly bore it, willingly, gladly giving uj
his earthly life that the world he loved mizi
| not die, but have eternal life,

3. Triumph over sdf. The wonderful words,
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do” (Luke 23. 34), the first of the seven
| words from the cross, were, as one observes,
“probably spoken in the height of the agony
| when the cross with the vietim upon it was
l.lroppwl with a sudden wrench into its place.”
No thought of self ; all his thought absorhed in
the condition of those around him and their necd
of forgiveness for the awful deed they were now
committing, What a picture! Whata triumph !
Such love will surely win the world to him
““And I, if I be lifted up will draw all men unto
| me.”

4. Trivmph over mockeries, In the lesson we
have several classes of mockers. Note (a) The
soldiers. Theirs was, perhaps, unconscious
mockery—the casting of lots for the garment of
| the Lord while he hung upon the cross ; (/) The
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passers-by.  Theirs was heartless mockery, By
voice and gesture they expressed their malig-
vaut spirit; (¢) The rulers. Theirs was the
ost bitter mockery, for they cast into the teeth
Jesus his own words, and called upon him to
prove the truth of them. Blind rulers, willfully
I rulers, who would not see that the truth of
s's claims was being established by the very
act which they thought effectually disposed of
them : (d) The robbers.  Both mocked; then one
repented and heard gracious words from the lips
the Master. Note that of all the mockings
that of the rulers was the hardest to bear, forthey
were the chosen leaders of the people, who should
liave been the first to receive Jesus, the Messiah,
5 The final test ;
the final triamph. Seemingly deserted by God,
jet he will not give up, but elings to God and
luims him, “ My God, my God.” We do not
know what this triamph implies, for we cannot
fathom the meaning of that cry, My God, my
Giod, why hast thou forsaken me "

Triumph over utter loneliness

Specifie application.  Sacrificial love is the love
which wins the world to better things. It was
this love that constrained Christ to give his life
that we might have life. It is this love which
should lead us to live not for self, but for others,
lifting the world to higher planes of living.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Alas! and did my Saviour bleed »
When I survey the wondrous cross.
In the cross of Christ I glory.

There is a fountain filled with blood,
O, now I see the erimson wave.

Heart of Jesus,

There is a green hill.

O my Saviour, how I love thee.
Thy sins I bore on Calvary’s tree.
Once for all the Saviour died.

LESSON XII.
GOLDEN TEXT,
AUTHORIZED VERSION,
Read Matt, 28, Luke 24, and 1 Cor. 15, 1-20.]
Matt. 28, 8-20. [Commit to memory verses 18-20,
% And they departed quickly from the sepul-

cher with fear and great joy; and did run to
bring his disciples word,

THE RISEN LORD.
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. Rev 1. 18,

Library References.

Tie Crectrixion as A Mobe or Prsisuves
—Bissel, Biblical Antiquities, bages 221, 222, Stap-
fer, Pulestine in the Time of Christ, pages 113-116,
Swmith, Bible Dictionary. McClintock and Strong,
Cyelopadia,

Tue Crrcrrixioy or Jesvs Cunrist.—~Ianna,
W., The Last Day of Our Lord's Pussion, Stein-
| meyer, History of the Pussion and Resurrvection of

Our Lord (Scribners). Stroud, Physical Cause of

the Death of Christ, Fiction, Ben Hur,

| Tue Cross.—Zackler, Otto, The Cross of Christ,
| Ward, Herbert D., History of the Cross ; the Pagan
| Origin, Idolatrous Adoption and Worship of the
| Image.

SITE OF THE CRUCIFIXION, Merrill, The Site of
Calvary. Howe, Fisher, The True Site of Calvary,
Wilson, Edward L., In Seripture Lands (Scrib-
ners), 1800, pages 223-242, Paine, J, A, Diblio-
theea Sucra, vol, x1vi, page 171, Robinson, (., 8.,

The Century, vol. xv, page 98,

Tue 8 N Worns ¥rom tHE Cross,—Many

books have appeared on this subject. Perhaps
the best is olly Seven Words from the Cross,

‘ FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK ; Ver, 35, The lot, 463 ;
Crucifixion, 730, Ver. 36, The guard, 731, Ver,
37, Tablet on the cross, 732, Ver. 41, Chief

i Scribes, 648, Ver. 5, Hour of the
Ver. 48, Vinegar, 241,

Blackboard,
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REVISED VERSION,

| 8 Ana they departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring his

| 9 discipies word. And behold, Je'sus met them,
suying, All hail. And they came and took hold

10 of his feet, and worshiped him. Then saith
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9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold,
Je'sus met them, saying, All hail.  And they
came and held him by the feet, and worshiped
him,

10 Then said Je'sus unto them, Be not afraid:
o tell my brethren that they go into Gal'i-lee,
and there shall they see me.,

N 3 ere going, behold, some of
the watch came into the city, and showed unto
the chief priests all the things that were done,

12 And when they were assembled vith the
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large
money unto the soldiers,

13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night,
and stole him wway while we slept,

14 And if this come to the governor's cars, we
will persuade him, and secure you,

15 8o they took the money, and did as they
were taught : and this saying is commonly re-
ported among the Jews until this day.

16 Then the eleven disciples went &
Gal'i-lee, into a mountain where Je'sus
pointed them,

17 And when they saw him, they worshiped
him: but some doubted,

18 And J ame and spake unto them, say
ing, A'l power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth,

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost §

20 Teaching them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen,

into

had ap- |

Je'sus unto them, Fear not: go tell my breth
ren that they depart into Gal'i-lee, and there
shall they see me,

11 Now while they were going, behold, some of
the
the chicf priests all the things that were com

12 to pass.  And when they were assembled
with the elders, and had taken counsel, they

13 gave large money unto the soldiers, sa g
Say ye, Ilis disciples came by night, and stol

14 him away while we slept. And if this conu
to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him

15 and rid you of care, 8o they took the mone)

and did as they were taught : and 'uis saying

was spread abroad among the Jews, and co
tinucth until this day.

But the eleven disciples went into Gal'i-lee,
unto the mountain where Je'sus had appointe
17 them,  And when they saw him, they wo
18 shiped Zim: but some doubted, And Je's

came to them and spake unto them, sayin
All authority hath been given unto nu

19 heaven and on earth, Go ye therefore, ;
make disciples of all the nations, baptizin
them into the namoe of the Father and of ¢

20 Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching tle
to observe all things whatsoever 1 command
you: and lo, T am with you alway, even t
the end of the world.

Time.—Sunday April 9, A. D. 30, Places— QUESTIONSTORSENIOR SCHOLA RS,

Joseph’s garden, near Jerusalem,
.

Home Readings,
A% The Risen Lord,  Matt, 28, 1-10,
Th. The Risen Lord., Matt, 25, 11-20,
W. The empty tomb. John 20, 1-10.
Th. Appearance to Mary. John 20, 11-1%,
F. Infallible proofs. Acts 1. 1-0.
Abundant testimony. 1 Cor, 15. 1-11,
« Everliving. Rev. 5. 6-14,

Lesson Hymns.
No. 311, New Canadian Hymnal.

** Christ, the Lord, is risen to-Q
Sons of men and angels say.

No. 308, New Canadian Hymnal.
Low in the grave he lay—
Jesus, my Saviour!
No. 312, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, ye saints, behold and wonder,
See the place where Jesus lay.

1. The Empty Tomb, v, 8-15,

By whom was the empty tomb discovered ¥

What was the reason for this carly visit ¥

What had Jesus predicted about this to.
Matt. 27, 64

What precautions were taken to prevent :
result ?  Matt. 03,

How many accounts have we of the resiur
tion of Jesus ¢

What message did the women receive abont iy
empty tomb ?

What was the nature and cause of their fou

What joyful meeting occurred ?

What command did the Lord give ?

What plot was devised by the Jews to exp.idin
the empty tomb ?

What is the fatally weak point in this story »

What incidental proof did they give tothe 11
of the resurrection ¢

2. The Risen Lord, v. 16-20.

How many appearances of the risen Lord are
recorded ¥

Which one of these appearances does
aione mention ¢

How many occurred on the day of the resurreo
tion¥

rd came into the ecity, and told unto
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How wmany persons saw Jesus in Hu]il.-t-‘f‘
1Cor. 16, 6, ‘
Why did any doubt ¢
What effect had their doubt on the proofs of
the resurrection ¥
\What assurance did Jesus give the disciples 9
What command did he give ?
What encouragement to obedience have we?
GoLpeN Te
Teachings of the Lesson. |
“The Churel is built on an empty tomb,”
[rue; the sneer ctates a glorious truth, The |
resurrection of Jesus is the corner stone of our !
faith,  “The first fruits** are pledge of a blessed
Because Jesus lives we shall live also,
When in the way of duty the women met
the risen Lord, s meets his disciples to-
When doing his will they have his pres-
1f we walk in the light, we shall mect the

harvest,
8o Jes

King,
“Go . .. teach . . . Tam with you,” This
ix our mission and comfort. It is ours to obey ;

itis his to give efliciency to our effort.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE |
SCHOLARS. |

1. The Empty Tomb, v. 8-15, I

llow were the women affected as they went
away from the tomb of Jesus?

What shows their prompt obedience ¢

Who met them as they were going away ¥

How did Jesus greet them ?

What did they do?

What message did Jesus give them ¥

To whom did the guard tell their story

What counsel was then taken ?

Who were bribed to make a false report ¥

What story were the soldiers to tell ¢

What protection was promised them ¥

How did the plan succeed ¥

Among whom was this story long current ¥
2. The Risen Lord, v. 16-20,

How many disciples went to meet Jesus ¢

What one of the twelve was missing? Mart,

r
)

Where did they meet the Saviour ?
By whom had this place of meeting been se-
lected ¢

What did they do when they saw him ¥

What exceptions were there

What did Jesus say about his power ¢

What prophet foretold this gift of power?
Dan, 7. 13, 14,

How many disciples did this power win on the
day of Pentecost ¥ Acts 2, 41,

‘whiere did Jesus bid the disciples to go ¢

What two things were they commanded to do

In whose name were they to baptize ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who first saw Jesus after he rose ? Mary.

How do we know that the risen Cnrist st
loved and eared for his friends? He cailed
Mary by name and he sent a special mese
sage to Peter.

Why did the women go tothe tomb that Easter
morni

What did they do when they saw Jesus ?

What did he give them to do® An errand for
him.

Do you think they w

Are you glad to do errands for Jesus

Who were the next to see Jesus ?

Tell some other times when the risen Lord was
seen by the disciples,

What did he do to help their weak faith ¢

What did the enemies of Jesus say about the
resurrection ¥

What dishonest thing did they do ?

What were they not willing to helieve ¥ Anye
thing good of Jesus.

Where did Jesus go to meet the disciples ¥

What did he say to them there ? ¢¢ All power
is given unto me.”

Is this true to-day ¢

%

glad to do it ¥

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school. )

1. By whom was Jesus first seen after his res-
urrcction? By loving women.

2. What message did he send to his disciples ?
To go into Galilee,

3. What report did the scribes and priests send
abroad? That his body had been stolen,

4. When Jesus met his disciples in Galilee
what did he tell them about himself? ¢ Al
power has been given unto me.”?

5. What did he tell them to do?
therefore, and teach all nations.?*’

6. What is the GoLpeEN Text?
that liveth,?”® cte.

“Go ye

“1 am he

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.

17. Into what estate did our first parents fall by
their sin?

Our first parents by their sin incurred the
Divine displeasure, lost the image of God, and
cxposed themselves to sin and misery forever,

Genesis ii. 17. But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not cat of it; for in the

| day that thou catest thereof thou shalt surely die.
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,. THE LESSON OUTLINE, i i
i Privileges of Disciples, the sepu
I 1. BenoLoiNg Curist, | Every knee should bow. Phil. 2, 9-11, ”"'l-" haad
I Jesus et them. v, 9, At his own right hand, Eph. 1. 20, 21, her (Joh
Seen with our ¢ 1John 1.1, V. PREACHING CHRIST. then they
! Faith....is the evidence. e, 11, 1. Teach all nations. .. baptizing. . 19 disciples
i IL. TELLING OF CHRIST, | Repent, and be baptized. Acts 2, 38, 30, Hlokig.
é Go tell my brethren. v, 10, Believe on....Jesus Christ, Acts 16, 31, impel an,
i Shall be witnesses, Acts 1, 18, '4 9 cniNG Cur i
3 We are witnesses, Acts 10, 3941, Teaching. .. .all things. v. 20. ""'"M. u
i III. ComMUNING WiTH CHRIST. The word of Christ....in you, Col. 3. 16, inreligio
' Went away. .. .saw him, v, 17, Commandments of the Lord. 1 Cor. 14, 37, only for 1
i Five hundred brethren. 1 Cor. 15, 6. VIL Working witn Curist, 9. Jes
:’,‘1 Beheld his glory. John 1. 14, I cin with you always,  v. 20, ons Bpps
% 1V. WorsnirinG Curisr, The Lord....with them. Mark 16, 20. other eve
i They worshiped him. v, 17, The Lord stood with me. 2 Tim, 4. o b
5 All hai
i doubtless
% IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES. ":':"’"”('I'
{’ On Sunday, April 10 (Easter), we studied the resurrection of Jesus, taking for our text Mark 16 "“I‘v.v -“l""

1-8.  The dates, as they are generally accepted, were then given as follows: The death of our
ind his burial, Friday, April 7, A. D. 30; the sealing of the door of the sepulcher and the pls
of a military guard about it, Saturday, April 8; in the dawn of Sunday, April 9, an earthquake rent
the tomb asunder and an angel heralded the resurrection of our Lord, The *three daysand three
nights " during which Jesus is said to have lain in the tomb really lasted from Friday night until
dawn on Sunday. In modern phraseology this would be one day and two nights, but the Jews

before, a
to me; d
shiped h
this was
dr sto

h; usually reckoned a partof a day as a d Close by the place of erucifixion was a garden belonging “I‘Y“‘:l';”(ll
g to Joseph of Arimathea, and in its inclosure (according to Hebrew custom also, but very contrary unvin--l ey
'g to ours) he had caused a new tomb to be hewn for himself out of the solid rock, that he might thus tles, It v
,‘g‘ be buried within the precincts of the Holy City. Ilis reverence for the Master's teachings led hin would bel

to bury Jesus there. The teacher will find it beneficial to refresh his mind by reading all four would oot
accounts of the resurrection. An absolutely perfect harmony of these accounts has perhaps not yet Fast. Th
‘been made, but that is no indication that any part of any of them is incorrect. Our Easter lesson
told of the approach of Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome to the tomb ; of
their discovery that the great stone at its door was rolletl away ; of the angel standing there who a1
nounced the resurrection of Jesus, and sent a message of love to the disciples, and especially to
-~ Peter, inviting them all to meet him in Galilee, The women quickly fled from the sepulcher,
and while they were gone Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene, afterward to the others, and
then to Simon Peter. Our lesson for to-day tells of his appearance to the women who had just left
the sepulcher, and also of his appearance to eleven apostles on the mountain in Galilee, which is
generally regarded as being identical with his appearance to five hundred at once (Mark 16, 1515 ;

ual discer
enlightene
ings of th
and swirli
of our Lor
and every
one need

cupied the

tions, Di
I Cor. 15. 6). There are, as the student of these notes will familiarly know, records of only ten possible fc
appearances of Jesus after he rose from the dead, though Paul intimates that there were others losophers,

” known to him. Those described in this lesson are No.2and No. 8 of theten. The first, as we
have seen, was to Mary Magdalene, the third was to Peter, the fourth to the disciples on the way to
Emmaus, and the fifth to the ten disciples and others, Thomas being absent. These first five

formally ¢
s0 decided
the Acts ai

appearances were all on the day he rose from the dead. Then come, without any precise dating, 10. Be

five other appearances: To eleven disciples, when the incredulity of Thomas was removed ; to whleh _M'm

seven apostles at the Lake of Galilee ; to the disciples mentioned in verse 16 of this lesson, others ance to f

probably being present ; to James, the Lord’s brother ; and to the Jerusalem disciples immediately Both of h;u

vefore the ascengion, brethren,

5 merely the

,‘ Verse 8. They departed quickly from the [ pendent of each other ; and the discrepancies di brethren,”
1 nlcher. The apparent discrepancies between | appear if we assume that * Mary Magdalene, th and love ta
the four gospels at this point in the story are|most impulsive of the women, ran to tell Petor his hour of

really the best proof that the narratives were inde- | and John, in accordance with the angel’s request ur Lord ¢
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though she may not have heard it), leay ing the
other women behind her, and then returned to
the sepulcher, following Peter and John, When
they had left the Lord showed himself first to
her (John 20, 14), then to the other women, and
then they altogether hastened to the company of
disciples.” (1) Whatever is worth doing at all is worth
duing with vigor, (2) A true vi
impel_anyone who sees it to yun with the gowt
news to oth This is the true Gospel way. We
should not nble, or lag, or permit ourselyes
inreligious activity to be outrun by those who care
only for the things of time and space.

9. Jesus met them. Matthew relates only

sion. of Jesus will

one appearance out of several recorded by the |

other evangelis (3) The Lord always meets his
wmessengers ;- he  joins  them or  overtakes them.
All hail.  Rejoice. The Greek salutation,
doubtless made familiar to them all by its use
among the apostolic band. Held him by the
feets Clasped his feet, The words, *“ Touch me
noi," spoken to Mary Magdalene a few minutes
before, appear to have meant rather, ** Cling not
to me; do not hamper my procedure.” Wore
shiped him. The question arises as to whethe
this was the worship that the human sonl ad-
‘ressesto its God, Perhaps no one can positively
answer this question. The word does not al-
ways mean more than homage, such as had been
offered even by people outside the circle of apos-
tles. It was an attitude of prostration, which
would be inexplicable in our stiffer life, but which
would come naturally to every man born in the

Fast. The question is really how far the spirit- |

ual discernment of the disciples was at this time
enlightened.  Doubtless they all had glimmer-
ings of the truth, and yet among the quivering
and swirling events of the death and resurrection
ofour Lord, when every hour brought its wonder,
and every wonder affected bedy, mind, and soul,
one need hardly expect that the witnesses oe-
cupied their time in answering theological ques-
tions,  Divinity was too near to them to make it
possible for them to stand off like religious phi-
losophers, and, after weighing the evidence,
formally decide, * This is divinity.” That they
so decided afterward is proved by the record of
the Acts and by the Epistles.

10. Be not afraid. (4) 7% frequency with
which Jesus and his messengers give this  assur-
to  frightened mortals very  suggestie
botle of human weakness and of divine love, My
brethren,
merely the eleven, The use of the phrase, “my
brethren,” is an act of wonderful condescension
and love toward those who had forsaken him in
lishourof need. Gointo Galilee. How often
ur Lord appeared in Galilee after his resurrec-

e is

The whole body of disciples, not |
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tion we do not know. As to his subsequent ap-
pearances in Jerusalem Matthew lent,

11. When they were going. The women

on their way to the disciples seem to have
passed the soldiers going to the city, The
watehs The guard. They had Jjust recovered
from their shock of terror, The chief priests,
| The leading conspirators against our Lord's
life. AIl the things that were done. The
| incidents of the resurrection,

12. Assembled with the elders. Appar-
‘1-1111)' a session of the Sanhedrin, formal or in-
| formal, probably in secret. Had taken coune
sel, Had had a discussion, Large money,
Suflicient money—that is, as much as the soldiers
demanded.

13. Say ye. This does not mean, make a for-
mal report to this effect, but spread this rumor.
His disciples came by night, They sur-
prised us, Stole him away. Stole his body.
This statement carries a falsehood on its face ;
for how could the soldiers know while they were

| asleep who stole the body, or that anyone stole
it? Besides, disciples who had fled from Jesus
rliving were not likely to dare Roman authority
| and break the governor’s seal to steal his dead
body,
[ 14. Come to the governor’s ears, Come
| to the hearing of the governor. The penalty for
| sleeping on guard was death, and the discipline
‘ was rigorous. We will persuade him. By the
| same sort of persuasion that they were now
}usinu on the soldiers—money. Secure you.
Rid you of care,

’ 15. Did as they were taught, Reported

| the story. Reported among the Jews until
| this day. Until the day when the Gospel was
| published. But note that the story never had cur-
rency among the Gentiles. It would not harmo-
nize either with their prejudices or their knowl-
edge of events,

16. Then. “But.” While the enemies of our
Lord were teaching a lie, trying to disbelieve
their own consciences and the testimony of eye-
witnesses, his disciples with simple faith went to
Galilee to meet their risen Lord. The eleven
disciples. All but Judas, who had betrayed him
and killed himself. Into Galilee. Where all
of our Lord’s private life and a large share of his
public life had been passed. There most of his
miracles were wrought and most of his recorded
teachings given. A mountain. Revised Ver-
sion, “the mountain,” which would seem to indi-
cate a mountain well known ; and it is a reason-
able conjecture that it was the place already
made sacred by the preaching of the Sermon on
the Mount. Where Jesus had appointed
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them. When the appointment was made we do
not know. Some of the disciples were probably
already in Galilee (John 21. 1-23), ’
17. They saw him. From Paul we learn that |
a large body of disciples were present with the |
cleven (1 Cor, 15, 6). This was the first great |
wathering of the believers in Jesus, They wor- |
shiped him. Again we have a word into which
we must read as much of homage as we believe
the disciples to have cherished in t hearts, It |
is used for prostrations of deference, but it in- |
cludes also the deepest  spiritual rnings,
humiliations, and aspirations, Some doubted,
Doubted whether or not it was the risen Lord,
His form seems to have undergone an unde-
seribed change after the resurrection, although it |
was not yet invested with heavenly glory.
* What candor is shown in this record of doubt,
and how it explodes theories which assume that
the disciples saw what they wished to see!™
Voulton, [
18, Jesus came. Came nearer to them. |
The whole company of believers was addressed,
not only the eleven apostles: and ina very truc
sense the Church in all ages was addressed, Al |
power, All authority. *The universal domin-"
ion over heaven and earth which pertained to
him in his divine nature was conferred upon him |
as man, in virtue of his fulfillment of his Father's
law, and in reward of his obedience, See Phil, 2.

| churches, pastors, and teache

5-11; 1 Cor. 15, 24-28; Eph, 1, 20-23.""—Edwa

| Churton,

19. Go ye therefore. Since I am King, «
ye as my ambassadors and ministers, Teach.
**Make disciples of." Bring all nations int
the fellowship of my disciples. Baptizing
them. The act of baptism is the initial means
whereby the formul fellowship is effected.  Tin
rite symbolizes cleansing away the old and put
ting on the new. In the name of. Into th
name of. Not pronouncing a charm upon th
young Christians, but giving an outward sign
sacrament, or oath of faithfulness in fellows]
with God.  Of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. Of the triune God

20. Teaching them to observe. T
keep  wateh.,” ANl things whatsoever |
have commanded, (5) * The faithfulness of

is to teach nothing
what they have learned of Christ, but to teach all 1)
they have learned of Christ,”—Edward hurto
Lo, I am with you. In spirit, in power, in i
fluence, by personal indwelling. Always, A
the days. (6) * The Church is to live a day a

time (Matt. 6. 34), and he sholl be present for civ
he end of the world,
The consummation of the ages, He will then
come and manifest himself to all. (7)* M\

Christ is with ws ; thew we shall be with ki where he
is. "= Sehaff.

day’s need . — Moulton,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The Christian Church in all the ages of its his- |
tory has affirmed its faith in the resurrection of
Jesus, *“I believe . . . on the third day he rose
from the dead.” This faith rests upon the testi-
mony of the disciples and the triumphant history
of the preaching of that faith in the world. It is
strengthened by the fact that it accords with the
predictions of prophets and the unique person-
ality of Jesus himself. It is, morcover, a fact
that enters into the inner life of all who be-
lieve, by which they also come into an ex-
perience so distinet from common beings as
to be called “the resurrcction life.” There is
no fact in history better attested than the
resurrection of Jesus, Is it possible that thv‘
disciples attempted a deception? They them-
selves were slow to receive the fact and would
not until the proof was overpower! Did they
mistake a vision for the realityy They would
scarcely have accepted the reports of the women
as “idle tales.” * Mary might have mistaken a |
gardener for her risen Master, but not her Master |
for a gardener. The disciples on their way to |
Emmauns might have mistaken a stranger for
their Master, but not their Master for a stranger |

L

ange. It was probably fear of mistaking
t for reality that occasioned Thomas's doubt
Verse 8, They. Mary Magdalene and Mary
anaunt of Jesus (Mark 19, 1). It need not surpris

us that Matthew should say so little about th
facts of the resurrection. They were undoubt
edly the common talk throughout the entin
Christian community, and it would seem like e

peating a twice-told tale to record them, IHe 1

lates only those events that were necessary to
lead to the one fact with which he wishes 10
close his gospel, namely, the divine commission
to the eleven to evangelize the world (vepses
19, 20).

9. And as they went to tell his disciples.
Omitted by the best authorities, After deliverin
their message to the disciples these women prol
ably returned to the sepulcher. On their wi
there the Lord appeared to them. This will ex
plain how the disciples refused to believe their
report (Luke 24, 9-11), which would hardly have
been the fact had they actually seen Jesus,

10. My brethren. Not the apostles alone
but all who believed in him, Jesus did not ap
pear to all the members of hisflock in Jerusalem
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He did, however, more than once surprise the
apostles by appearing before them during their
stay at the feast, (See Harmony.) Go into
Galilee. They would probably have lingered in
the city only for this command,

11-15, Simultancous with the testimony
the women to the disciples there came the testi-
mony of the soldiers to the Sanhedrin. Ration-
alism has done its utmost to cast doubt upon
Matthew's account of the fraudulent suppression
of this latter testimony, But every effort has
only strengthened its eredibility, The strongest
objection presented is the improbability of the
official body sanctioning a deliberate lic, But it
is just possible, as Whedon suggests, that they
did not believe it to be a lie. It was their ration
alistic solution of the phenomenon, or is not
Ebrard nearer to the truth, who argues that it is
in perfect keeping with their conduct in officially
irging Christ’s death on the ground of what
they knew was a deliberate falsehood * But we
are compelled to admit their falsehood, or else
charge the disciples with inventing the lie
and putting it on them. The absurdity of
the Sanhedrist’s  explanation summarized
thus: The soldiers recognized the disciples
st ng the while they were asle P.
The whole Roman guard committed the crime
of sleeping on duty, and frankly confessed
it, knowing it was punishable with death, They
were not awakened by the rolling away of the
stone while the disheartened disciples were com-
mitting the theft, The disciples did the d ifficult
task in the full light of the paschal moon., The
disciples were utterly without motive if they be-
lieved, as they certainly did, that Jesus was
dead,

16, 17, This meeting in Galilee Paul mentions
in 1 Cor. 15, 6. Besides the eleven, there we
present more than five hundred. The eleven
were in the foremost rank, and our Lord ad-
dressed them in particular as to their world-wide
mission. For this reason Matthew mentions them
only. Some doubted. These were certainly
not the apostles. Even Thomas had been fully
convineed, All the eleven on this occasion
worshiped him. Nor do we think that what
the few doubted was the fact of the resurrection,
but whether what they saw was actuall
(Stier), or whether it were right to g

is

body

Jesus
him

divine adoration, as they saw the disciples doing |

(Lange),

18, All power. Compare Eph, 1. 20-22 ; Col.
21051 Peter 3. 22; Rev. 1. 13-18. He who came
divested of the glory of his deity condition (Phil.
2.7) now is reinvested and holds the scepter of
the universe.

19, Teach, The word is not didasko,as in vers

?:’n. but mathetensate (disciple)—make
| Baptizing, Baptism is a form of initiation into
| the kingdom of Christ, While it does not make
| & man a member of the Church of Christ it au-
| thoritatively proclaims it, It separates its recip-
| lcats from the rest of the world as Christ’s own
[B,\' commanding it Jesus indicates his purpose
that his Church shall be a visible or anism, hav-
ing as its central doctrine the truths expressed
lin the baptismal formula—the Holy Trinity—the
‘di\'inil,\' of Jesus, the regenerating life of the
| Holy Ghost.
\

disciples,

| Thoughts for Young People,
| Our Duties toward the Risen Saviour,
Vo Let us believe in Jesus as visen, as now living,
and as the head af his Chureh, of which we are
We have a Leader, though we cannot
see him, and he directs us, though we do not
| hed
| Be Let us worship Christ as our God. He

| members,

his voice,

does

not reject the offered homage of men, bhut aceepts
i Let us call upon him, and rever-
ence him as one with God the Father.

|
| o Let us trust in our Saviour's power, and have
|

it as his right,

no doubt of his authority.  We are strong if we
| stand in his name and supported by his might.
4. Let us go to our fllow-me ny whevever they are,
It is meant for all
lapted to allmen, Let us help to send
it to all men,

near or

| Jar, with his Gospel,
} men and ¢

5o Let us vecoguize the importance of membership
| in Christs Chureh by baptism, and let us be faith
ful and loyal to it,

6. Let us keep, and teach others to keep, the com-
mandments of Christ while we are here, and make
his will our law.
| e Let us seek for the fi Howship of Christ while we

are here, that we may enjoy it hereafter,

i Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The poor figure the Sanhedrin cut in the entire
| transactions connected with the trial and cruci-
| fixion of Jesus makes them appear a sorry and

unworthy lot, every way failing to sustain the
dignity of a great national congress of a people
| who for many centuries had been grave, serious,
carnest, and purposeful. The trifling and trans-
parently foolish explanation of the fact of the
| resurrection which they are here (verse 2) record-
| ed to have invented and put as an easily recog-
| nizable lie into the mouths of the Roman soldiers,
is at first sight difficult to account for. They
‘ knew, and the soldiers knew, that the confession
| that they had slept while on guard duty exposed
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them to capital punishment; everybody else | events as alluded to in the gospel narratives. 1

knew it too, It seems like grim humor—a ghastly
Joke which the entire mass of the people would
casily recognize as a lie st in circulation to im-
press the public with their defiance of any serious
investigation into ots in the cq Evi-
dently they were con that there would be
no judicial inquiry in ¢ sarcasm of the ac-
knowledgment of the soldiers that they had com-
mitted a crime to which death penalty was at-
tached.

But how did this great body of the Iebrew
national high court descend to this sham ¢ There
seems at least one reasonable explanation ; that
is found in the character of the personnel of
many of the Sanhedrin. It would scarcely be
worth while to trace this at length but for the
light that it throws on the whole three lessons of
this month’s study. It is worth while to traverse
the body, that light may appear on their disgrace-
ful and dastardly proceedings,

There sat in the temple three Sanhedrins, two
of which were sectional committees of twenty-
three each. When they assembled as one they
were the Great Sanhedrin, the two presiding
officers making the number seventy, Whether
Jesus was tried before each of the three sepa-
rately is a matter of conjecture. Not so, how-
ever, is the character of the men who had a con-
trolling influence over the whole body,

We must recall that the old S8anhedrin rejected
the claim of Herod, and that in turn he expelled
and exterminated men of chief influence in it,
cven putting out the eyes of one of their number,
Herod inflicted vengeance on the Jews by him-
sclf thrusting into membership in the body men
after his own heart, Ie wrested from the Jews
the power of selection of the high priest, and
thrust Egyptian and Babylonian creatures of his
own into that office, thus making it a truculent
creature of the state. For atime the real and
independent Sanhedrin seems to have been sus-
pended and its functions usurped by adherents
of Herod, The dignity of the past could not be
sustained by this spurious body, and the Hebrew
traditions were disregarded and violated when-
cver the whim of the state required the subordi-
nation of the body to the political intrigue of the
rulers of the land.

** At this time both Hillel and 8hammai were
dead.  They had left no successors who attained
immediate prominence. We hear, indeed, of
Simeon, son of Hillel, but the sole recorded trait
respecting him is the aphorism,‘ Nothing is supe-
rior to silence.!”—Farrar., Dr. Farrar thinks
that even the Pharisees—the leading doctors—
took little part, if any, in the deliberations of the
Sanhedrin in this entire trial or its associated

ys, *The Romans and Herod between them hud
abolished the old independent body.”  The men
who dominated the Sanhedrin were politicians
in league with the government, who knew full
well what assurances they could make, that th
case would not be investigated. They wer
creatures of the government, but in turn domi
nated it. Pilate had had trouble enough with
the obscure and politically powerless man whom
he had condemned at their clamorous dictation
He was not likely to exhibit any zeal in exploit
ing the alleged resurrection,

By Way of Illlustration.

The appearance to the women. Our Lord ap
peared first to the women. Perhaps becaus
they loved much,  Divine revelations are mad
to the heart, and not to the head. John, who
leaned on the bosom of Jesus, was the one who
received the revelation. *‘The pure in heart
shall see God.” If you want to know what Chris
tianity has done for women, look at the women
of non-Christian lands. There they are the slave
the toy, the beast of burden.

The vesurvection of Christianity.  The alleged
resurrection of Christ was accompanied by th
indisputable resurrection of Christianity, And
how is the latter to be accounted for except by
the former? The remarkable thing is that when
the disciples resumed their faith in him they
were found to be no longer pursuing worldly
ends, but intensely spiritual ones; they were no
longer expecting thrones, but persecution and
death. Yet they addressed themselves to their
new work with a breadth of intelligence, an ar
dor of devotion, and a faith in results which
they had never shown before. As Christ rose
from the dead in a transfigured body so did
Christianity. It had put off its carnality. 1f he
be risen, then the whole of his miraculous lifc
becomes credible, for this was the greatest of all
the miracles,— Stalker.

The lesson of the vesurrection, We are not to
remain at the cross, gazing at it, We are not to
remain at the tomb, weeping, We are not to go
back to Palestine for a Christ, and seek the liv
ing among the dead. We are not to stand gazing
up into heaven, wondering how or when he will
come again, We are not to waste our time in
idle disputations about the nature of his resur-
rection body. We are to take the message of the
Easter Day—Christ is risen.  We are to find in it
the evidence that he is indecd the Messiah, for
whom the world has so long been waiting. We
are to see in these two events—the crucifixion
and the resurrection—the evidence of his love
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and of his power, and then we are to go forth to
make disciples of all nations.— 7% Outle

The resurrection of Christ transfigured life, The
rising of the natural sun into the heavens is an
cvent little noted, which happens silently and un-
heralded.  Yet this silent, unnoticed ascent of
the sun into the firmament causes the earth to
bud and blossom and bring forth harvests, gives
life and vigor to fruits, flowers, plants, trees, and |
makes the earth habitable. The coming forth of
Jesus from the tomb was an event seen by no |
lmman eye and reported only by a few women,
But this silent, unnoticed appearance has trans-
figured human existence ; it has illuminated the
carth, it has banished sorrow and darkness, it
has triumphed over death, and set all the ages to
singing this hymn, “ When thou hadst overcome
the sharpness of death, thou didst open the king-
dom of heaven to all believers,"—E, B, Mason. |

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

All hail! Let us say over and over again the
reassuring words.  They sing in our hearts like
birds in the morning when the darkness of night |
is gone. They are a message of cheer from the
other side of the dark valley of death—* All |
hail ! be not afraid ! What a sound of com- |
radeship there is in them ! As one meets friends
after an absence and is glad to see them again, and
has something pleasant to tell, so Jesus greets
these friends. The short separation of the grave
has made no change in his feelings toward them, |
These were women who had loved him, stood by |
him, been in sympathy with his work, ministered |
to him of their substance, and grieved for him ’
when the hard stone of the sepulcher shut his
dear face from their sight.  And now in the same
hearty, friendly tones they knew so well Salome |
and Mary hear his glad “ All hail ! Death has |
been no real separation, “ A little while ” they
did not see him, but when they met again he was
the same Jesus. Death could never again have
seemed the same to Salome and the Marys and
other friends of Jesus who met him on this |
resurrection day. Surely they never spoke of it |
after that as “losing™ a friend. Nothing they |
had ever loved in Jesus was ““lost " in the brief
separation of the grave, Here he was with them,
with the old fellowship in his eyes and voice, the |
ring of good cheer in his greeting, and yet some- :
thing in his personality which thrilled them with |
even holier joy than his presence in the ntlu-r!
days had inspired. They ran quickly with delight 1

|
|

of that morning in Palestine. * Because I live,
ye shall live also.”  Because Jesus was the same,
we know we shall be the same as when we dwelt,
in the body. Because Jesus knew his friends and
was known by them, we shall know each other.
Because his first greeting was one of cheer, ours
shall be so too, The grave had “no power "
over him; it shall have none over us, nor ove

any who live in him. No friend is “lost,” in
any sense, with whom we are one in Christ.
This is glorious news for sorrowing hearts.
Jesus bade the women hasten to tell it.  He bids
us do the same.  Let us who believe tell it every-
where with the same joyful confidence as those
who saw it told. For Jesus says, ** Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Place in order the events from the death of

| Jesus to his resurrection ; (1) Joseph’s request ;

(2) The burial; (3) The watch; (4) Waiting;
(5) The resurrection; (6) Coming to the sepul-
cher....Make a list of the ten appearances of
the risen Christ....8how the traits of the risen
Christ—his divinity, humanity, sympathy, power,
ete....What the resurrection shows to us—our
benefits from it....The various attitudes of the
disciples toward it—John, Peter, Thomas, ete.
....Our duties as shown in this lesson : (1) Seck
Jesus with the love of the two Mar) (2) Be-
lieve in him as risen; (3) Bear his message to
men; (4) Worship the risen Christ as Lord;
(5) Look up to him as our elder brother ; (6) Look
forward to meeting him....Give a word-picture
of the meeting referred to in this lesson—the
mountain, people assembling, apostles, believ-
ers ; greetings and conversation ; some in doubt ;
Christ’s appearance ; his commission and com-
mand ; the results, etc....Find in this lesson
what is taught concerning Christ, as (1) His
power ; (2) His universal love; (3) His authori-
ty 1 (4) His divinity ; (5) His presence with be
ievers....Also notice the teachings concerning

| the Church of Christ....What are the duties set

forth in this lesson ?....Do not fail to bring in
some missionary teachings in this lesson. If the
early Church had not regarded this as a call to
mission work, where would we have been ¢

Before the Class.

Introduction. Afterreviewing last Sunday’s les-

to tell that they had seen him, and all the disci- | son outline the events intervening between that
ples were *“ glad " when they saw the Lord. | lesson and the present one, including: (a) The

* Be not afraid —the grave has lost its terror, | miracles of at his death, (b) The centurion’s con-
ves, its gloom, since the happy, real experience | fession, (¢) The request of Joseph of Arimathea,
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(d) The burial, () The sealing of the tomb, )
The watch at the tomb,  Call special attention to
the measures which were taken by the rulers to
make sure of Jesus's death, and to insure the
tomb against a secret taking away of the body of
Jesus, Do be the events of the resurrection
morning : (a) The earthquake, (4) The descent of
the angel of the Lord, (¢) The rolling away of the
stone, (d) The fear of the Roman soldiers, The
immediate introduction to the lesson is the story
found in the first verses of the chapter.

Development of the text.  We take as the general
theme of the lesson, * Victory over Death,” and
develop it as follo 1. Victory accomplished ;
2. Vietory acknowledged ; 3. Victory denied and
doubted ; 4, Victory proved; 5. Victory pro-
claimed,

L. Victory accomplished.  Matthew is the only one
of the evangelists who gives an account of the
events of the resurrection morning, as given in
the introduction. But from his account concern-
ing these events, and from the explicit declara-
tion of the angel to the women at the tomb, re-
corded in the synoptic gospels, we know that the
resurrection of Jesus had taken place. The roll-
ing away of the stone by the angel was to show
that the resurrection was an accomplished fact.
Note here: (a) The angel's statement, “He is
risen ;" (b) The angel’s recalling to the women
the words of Jesus concerning the resurrection ]
(¢) The angel’s message, “ Go, tell.”

2. Vietory acknowledged. The first two acknowl-
edgments came from the women as they were re-
turning to Jerusalem when Jesus met them, and
from Mary Magdalene when Jesus appeared to
her in the garden where the tomb was located.
These women fell down and worshiped Jesus,
The Lord also appeared to Simon Peter and the
same afternoon to two disciples on their way to
Emmaus. That evening he appeared twice to the
eleven, the first time all being present save
Thomas, and the second time Thomas himself
being present and acknowledging the fact of the
resurrection,

3. Vietory denied and doubted, The fact of the
resurrection was denied by the Jews, their denial
being based upon the story of the Roman sol-
diers, who were bribed by the rulers to put forth
the lie that Jesus was stolen by his disciples,
The fact of the resurrection was doubted by some
of the eleven disciples at the time Jesus appeared
to them in a mountain in Galilee, where he had
appointed a meeting. Some worshiped, but some
doubted.

4. Victory proved, Jesns appeared twice more
to his disciples, so our records tell, once in Gal-
ilee to upward of five hundred at once, and once
to the cleven at the ascension. From this time

Iun there was no doubt in their minds as to the
fact of the resurrection, and at the appointed
time they were ready to go out and preach the
‘“ Risen Lord,” and, if need be, die for him, To
them the victory was a certainty. It might be
well to bring before the class at this point som:

| of the proofs we have of the resurrection : (a) At
tested to by many competent witnesses ; () Tes
timony of many of the former enemies of Christ

() The change in the apostles ; (d) The work of
the apostles; (¢) Change in the Sabbath day ;
(f) The Christian Church of to-day; (9) Prog
ress of Christianity, (See lesson for April
10, 1898.)

5. Victory proclaimed. Jesus himself came to
his disciples, spake to them, and proclaimed his
victory in the words, “ All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.” He had conquered
Henceforth he was to reign, and his disciples
were to go out into the world proclaiming the
great fact of a living Saviour, teaching all na
tions, and baptizing them in the name of the
Trinity,

Specific application. The great thought of the
lesson for each one of us is first to accept for onr
own sake the fact of Christ’s “Victory over
Death,” and then to go out and proclaim this liv
ing Baviour to the world, which sits in darkness
and sorrow, waiting for the life-giving Light of
the world to shine upon them,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Morning red.

Now all the bells are ringing.
Watchman, blow the Gospel trumpet.
Jesus shall reign.

Tell it out among the nations,

Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day.
The day of resurrection.

Soon may the last glad song arise.
Hark ! the voice of Jesus calling.
0, we are volunteers,

Library References,

Tue ResurrecTioN.—Milligan, The Resurree-
| tion of Our Lord,(Macmillan), Westcott, The Gospel
of the Resurrection, Morrison, C. R., Proofs of the
Resurvection from a Lawyer's Standpoint.  On the
theological question of the general resurrec-
tion see Milligan, Resurrection of the Dead (Scrib-
| ners).  Clark, Man All Immortal.

Tue Tomp—BUuRrIAL Cusroms.—Tristram, Fast-
ern Customs in Bible Lands, pages 94-105, Keil,
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Liblical Archaology, vol, ii, pages 199-202. Bis-
sell, Biblical Antiquities, pages 58-64, Stapfer,
Julestine in the Time of Christ, pages 167-171, M-
Clintock and Strong’s Cyclopadia, articles * Bur-
ial,” *Tomb,”

APPEARANCES  OF Curist,—Lipscomb, 7%
Great Forty Days, Moberly, Sayings of the Greal
Furty Days.  Andrews, Life of our Lord, pages
ONT-

F AN's HANDBOOK : Ver, 11, Military night
watch, 830, Ver. 12, Elders, 717,

Blackbrard,

Eermore

SECOND QUARTERLY REVIEW.
June 26.

Home Readings.
The Woman of Canaan.” Matt. 15, 21-31.
. The Triumphal Entry. Matt, 21, 6-16,

The Marriage Feast. Matt, 22, 1-14,
The Day of Judgment. Matt. 25, 31-46,
The Lord’s Supper. Matt. 26. 17-30,
Jesus Crucified. Matt, 35-50,

The Risen Lord. Matt. 2». 8-20,

Golden Text,
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looke
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life. Jude 21.

Lesson Hymns.
No. 41, New Canadian Hymnal,

Lead, kindly Light, amid th' encircling gloom
Lead thou me on.

The night is dark, and I am far from homo;
Lead thou me on.

No. 209, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame ;

A light, to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

No. 415, New Canadian Hymnal

Standing on the promises of Christ my King,

Through eternal ages let his praises ring;

Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,
Standing on the promises of God.

| Heart Talkson the Lesson.

How much of the precious truths in the lessons
of the quarter can we now recall? [ hope it
has not been like seed by the wayside which the
birds carry away. If it has taken root, our
hearts willbe like the gardens this fair June day,
full of roses and sweet perfume,  You remember
in April we learned about that earnest woman
of Canaan who knew so well how to pray and
how to believe that Jesus said, * Be it unto thee
even as thou wilt,”

Then we had our beautiful Easter lesson, when
we saw that through the resurrection of our
Lord death for us is but “the breaking away
of the last cloud, and the letting of the life out
to its completion.”

On the Mountain of Transfiguration we had a
glimpse of the unseen world, so real, when
Moses and Elias talked with Jesus. And after
that do you remember how 18 taught us
that sweet lesson forgiveness? Have we

| been more loving and forgiving toward those
{ who trespass against us since then? Do you re-
!«'ﬂ]l the procession winding around Mt. Olivet
’ toward Jerusalem, the crowd shouting, * Behold,
| thy King cometh,” and have you welcomed the
i King to your own heart ¢

| At the marriage feast there was one present
| without a wedding garment—are we sure we
have on us the robe of Christ's righteousness so
that we shall be welcome at the marriage supper
of the Lamb? We may be called to it at any
time. Jesus told us we must watch, for we know
not at what hour he may come. And you re-
member that with that warning he tells us of a
day of judgment when all secrets shall be re-
| vealed and everyone rewarded according to his
| works. It is a solemn lesson ; we must not for-
| get it. To bring all these things to our remem-
|brance our Lord instituted the Last Supper.
Has the precious meaning of that sacrament
been more clear to us since we studied that
lesson last month ¥

The sacredness of the place where Jesus was

jmmh-mnml before Pilate: the example of his
calm self-control in the presence of his false ac-
cusers ; the deep mystery of the crucifixion,
where from the shadow of death light and life
for the world break forth—can we ever forget
these lessons? Let us recall them with prayer
and with grateful thanksgiving. They find a
glorious climax in the teaching of last Sunday.

on
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No more death and weeping ; no longer hopeless-

ness and the grave, But life, hope, rejoicing,
through Him who says, “I am he that liveth,
and was dead, and behold, I am alive for ever-
more.”

Before the Class.

Introduction. Last quarter the lessons from
Matthew’s gospel presented some of the chief
characteristics of a Christian life, and the lessons
of the present quarter fromthe same source pre-
sent to the Christian worker some great truths, a
knowledge of which is essential to his large serv-
ice in the Lord's vineyard.

Lesson I The first lesson in the quarter, and
the first lesson the worker for Jesus must learn,
is that concerning the power of prayer. In
prayer God speaks to us, strengthens and in-
spires us, and enlarges our capacities for our
work. But the prayer that tells is the persever-
ing prayer of humble faith, This kind of prayer
is rewarded with the desired answer,

Lesson II. “1 am the vine, ye are the
branches,” said the Lord; “he that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit.” The second lesson teaches us this great
truth—that life is in the Lord and in him only. If
the Christian worker would bear fruit, he must be
vitally related to the source of all life—the Lord
Jesus Christ, The words of Christ, ** Without
me ye can do nothing,” are true and must be
fully realized by every worker.

Lesson II1.  The third lesson indicates how the
needed strength for the work may be obtained.
In brief, strength for service is obtained through
prayer, through study, and through the divine
blessing upon our efforts. In the hurry of our
work we are too apt to forget the need of com-
munion with God, the source of power, and the
need of quiet meditation upon his word. Time

taken for these things will be abundantly blessed |

in larger results of our activity.

Lesson IV, The disciple is not greater than
his Master. Persecutions and trials will come,
and there will be need many times of the spirit
of forgiveness. Our brothers do offend time and
again, but the true disciple of the Lord will for-
give not seven times, but seventy times seven.

[June 26.

Lesson VI.  Tere we have vividly presented to
us the dangers of worldliness, which leads mer
to neglect those things which pertain to their
cternal welfare. Thousands to-day are in the
highways and hedges, knowing nothing of ti
wonderful things in the Lord’s salvation ; thou
sands have heard the invitation, but have turnc|
iway with excuses upon their lips.  What a ficld
to work ; what an invitation to extend ; what u
harvest to reap !

| N VII. One of the most important les
sons for the disciple of Christ is here presented
—the need of watchfulness, How easy it is tozo
astray ; how hard to keep within the narrow wuy
that leads to light! Constant vigilance is th
price of Christian liberty. Inthe moment of for
getfulness the tempter comes and ere we know it
we have turned aside from the paths of righteous
ness. Beware of the little beginnings. ** What
I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.”

Lesson VIII, Punishment for wrongdoing is
' inevitable. One who continues in wrongdoing
is sowing that which will bring him a harvest
of tears and sorrows, The final punishment, scp
aration from God, will be based upon character
Character is being formed daily, and great respon
| gibility rests upon each one of us to form the
character which will bring as a reward th
| “Come ™ of Jesus at the last great day. The
| only perfect pattern for us to copy after in this
our greatest work is the character of the Son
of man.

\
|
1

Lesson IX. There come times in the life of
every disciple when the thoughts should be turned
| inward and examination made of self. Have we
| always remembered the Lord? Are we growing

daily in the enlargement and perfection of the
divine life within? Are we showing forth to the
world more perfectly each day that divine life,
| thus winning others to the cross? Searching
iquus(ions, but needful ones. ‘This do in re
| membrance of me.”

| LessoN X. The truth of this lesson must he
| presented to the world by the Christian worker
with all the force at his command. It is a ques
| tion of life or death. What will you do with
Jesus? Upon the answer hangs one’s future

The forgiving spirit is an index of character, and Indifference, selfishness, fear, must be fought, and
shows forth in one, more truly perhaps than any- the answer given, The truth must be impressed
thing else, the presence of the divine life. | that there is no escape from answering.

LessoN V. This lesson is a lesson of hope and | Lessox XI. A beautiful lesson for the laborer
encouragement, The time will come when the | in the Lord’s vineyard, but a hard lesson, many
Lord will triumphantly reign throughout the |times, to learn fully. Love, sacrificial love, love
world. In times of doubt and discouragement | which holds back nothing, even giving life if
the worker should look forward to this: take | need be, is the love that conquers the heart of
heart, and enter into his praying and working | man and wins him to allegiance to his God. This
with renewed zeal, | love, so perfectly manifested by the Master, must

June 26
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be continually shown forth by his disciples if the;
would reap a harvest of souls,

Lessox XIL Victory over death ! “ Heisnot
h ¢ is risen.” This is the burden of the dis-
ciples’ proclamation. They are to preach a liv ing
Saviour, one with all power to heal and to help. |
This is the good news the world is Waiting for,
and which it will accept when presented with
the power born of love. Go ye into all the
world and proclaim it. Life is here—eternal life.
This message dries the tears of the sorrowing,
gives new strength to the discouraged and hope
to the despairing. “ Go—tell.”

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR AND
INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

[. Recall the TitLeEs and GoLpes s of
cach lesson. These are the thread upon which
ir¢ strung the pearls of this quarter’s lessons.

1. Draw an outline map of Palestine, and lo-
cate the following PLacks thereon ;

1. The land of Canaan.

2. Jerusalem and Gethsemane,

3. The mountain of the Transfiguration,

4. Bethany.

b. Calvary.

6. The Sea of Galilee.

III. Name Tue Parasres which occur in the
quarter’s lessons,

1V, Note with how many things the kingdom
of God is compared in Matthew's gospel,

V.. State the principal TEAcHING of each lesson,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR

TITLES | GOLDEN TEXTS,

The W, of (.
The R.of J

The T.

Then came nhu and—
Now is Christ

We beheld his—
Forgive, and ye—
Hosanna to the —

'l‘m- M. F, Come; for all—

|
VL. State (by the title) in which lesson is found
the scene here indicated :
1. Four men, one praying ; six men, three con-
r~mg
A man riding an ass ; a multitude shouting
wel h ome,
A teacher, a praying woman, twelve pro-
: lwnn" men.,
4. A shepherd, a flock of sheep, a flock of
goats,
5. Two women and Jesus ;
Jesus.
| 6. Thirteen at a feast,
‘ VII. Whom have you seen and conversed with
most frequently during the quarter ¥

ve,

A

eleven men and

Blackhoard.

Keep Youaszwzs IN THE 1oVE OF Giop

SMAn 26k [T I- 25

Rcquw |
GMaATT 22.1-14 ||Mm27355

|Marr. 5213

-8 {THATT 264281 IZmn 8.8
MAmz 12531 46 i
I-9 |BMar 15 KE

YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

For MEg.

WHAT ABOUT.
i “Ask and recive,
He died and rose for

Love and Faith,
Life out of Death
The Shining Lord,
How God Forgives,
The King is Coming,
An Invitation,

Wateh therefore;
He shall reward—

for—
Th-‘ D.ofJ.
The L.'s 8, As often as ye eat

J. G Christ Jesus came into—
J. Cru.

The R. L.

Christ died for our—

Tam he that liveth—

Wateh for the King!
A Great Day Coming.

a
A Loving Memory. |
Ime Laying Down

llm Purchase

l m- with Jesus,

of
Sus

burning ?
God sees and knows

Jesus safd, ** Do this. "
*1'll live for him

What do I owe to Je-
N
He llves for me,

i Tlf Y

Wuar absurd little things people quarrel |
about! What trivial matters cause ill- luellnz
in families ! The mutton being roasted too little
or the beef too much, an opinion about the tem-
perature of the house or the style of curtains
that ought to be bought for the front windows,
the definition of a word or its pronunciation, are |
not topics worth a quarrel when peace and good |

I'will are of so much lmpmumcr in the home,
A little ill-feeling is like a little seed that may
grow into a large tree which will shadow the
whole house. Many a man and woman must
look back with regret on the hasty word or the
cold reproach which was the entering wedge that
split a household in two ; and yet how few make
a point of uttering the soft word that turneth
away wrath !
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RESPONSIVE SERVICE FOR THE SECOND QUARTER.

Supt. Answer the following questions concerning |

Lesson I: Where?

Nchool, Coasts of Tyre and Sidon and region of | ful servant in answer to his question, ** How oft shall

Decapolis.

Supt. When?
School. About the middle of the third year of Christ's
ministry.

Supt. Whom ?

School, Jesus. His disciples. A woman of Canaan.
Great multitudes, Those that were lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and many others..

Supt, What ?

School. Jesus healed the daughter of the woman of
Canaan, and he healed the multitudes who were lame,
biind, dumb, and maimed.

Supt. What learned ?
School. Jesus has all power in heaven and earth.

Supt. Lesson I1. Where?
School. The tomb where Jesus was burfed.

Supt. When?
School. The first Christian S8abbath,

Supt. Whom ?
Sehool. Mary Magdalene. Mary the inother of James.
Salome. An angel,

Supt. What?
School. An angel declares the resurrection to the
three women.

Supt. What learned ?
School. Jesus of Nazareth {s risen from the dead.

Supt. Lesson III. Where?
School. Mount Hermon,

Supt. When?
School. About the middle of the third year of Christ's
ministry.

Supt. Whom ?

School. Jesus. Peter, James. John. Moses. Elias.

Supt. What ?

School. The transfiguration of Jesus. The appear-
ance of Moses and Elfas.

Supt. What learned ?

School. The true glory of Jesus,

Supt. Lesson 1V, Where?

School. Capernaum.

Supt. When ?

School. Five months before the crucifixion.

Supt. Whom?

School. Jesus. Peter. And in the parable a certuin
king, his servant, and fellow-servants,

Supt. Wl

School, *
think not th
Supt. Let
School. T
Supt. Wl
School, T
Supt. Wi
Sehool. 3
Supt. W
School. A

Supt. What ?
School, Jesus told Peter the parable of the unmerci.

my brother sin against e, and I forgive him?*"

Supt., What learned?
School. The duty of forgiveness,

Supt. Lesson V. Where?
School. The Mount of Olives. The streets of Jeru-
salem. The court of the temple.

Supt. When?
School, The Sunday before the crucifixion.

Supt. Whom ? .

School. Jesus. His disciples. A very great multi-
tude. All the people of the eity. Those who sold aud
bought in the temple. Money changers. Dove sellers

Supt. What ?
School. Jesus rode into Jerusalem, while the great
multitude shouted, *Hosanna!" He went into the
temple and drove out the buyers and sellers. He healed
the blind and lame there.

Supt, Wh
School. W
rding to ¢

Supt. Les
School. Je

Supt. Wh
School, T
Supt. Wh
School. Je
Supt. Wh
School. Je
Supt. Wh
School, 1
for us.

Supt. Les
School. T

Supt. Wh
School. F

Supt, Wh
School. Je
wife. The n
Supt. Wh
School, T
Supt. Whi
School. R
Supt. Less
School. Cs
Supt. Whe
School. Fi
Supt, Whe
Sehool,  Ji
chief priests,
Supt. Whe
School. T!

Supt. What learned ?
School. Our Jesus is a triumphant king. The praise
of children is pleasing to him. :

Supt. Lesson VI. Where ?
School. The temple.

Supt. When ?
School. Three days before the erucifixion.

Supt. Whom ?

School. Jesus, The multitude, including chief priests
and Pharisees, And in the parable a certain king, Hix
servants, The invited guests, Those from the high-
ways. A man without a wedding garment,

Supt. What?

School. Jesus sought to induce the Jewish nation to
accept bim as their Messiah by telling them the parable
of the marriage feast,

Supt. What learned ?

School. We must not treat lightly the Gospel invita-
tion,

Supt. Lesson VII. Where?

School. The Mount of Olives.

Supt. When?

School. Three days before the crucifixion,

Supt. Whom ?

School. Jesus, His disciples. And in the parable the
goodman of the house, the thief, the faithful servant,
an evil servant, and his fellow-servants.

Supt. What ?

School. Jesus exhorts his disciples to watehfulness.
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Supt. What learned ?

School, ** Be ye also ready : for in such an Lour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh,"

Supt. Lesson VIII. Where?

School. The Mount of Olives,

Supt. When ?

School. Three days before the erucifixion,

Supt. Whom ?

School. Jesus,

Supt. What?

Nchool. A pleture of the judgment.

His disciples.

Supt. What learned ?

School. We shall be rewarded in the Judgment ac-
cording to our works.

Supt. Lesson 1X, Where?

School. Jerusalem, in an upper room.

Supt. When ?

School, The evening before the erucifixion,

Supt, Whom ?

School. Jesus. His disciples.

Supt. What?

School. Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper.

Supt. What learned ?

School, The body of Christ given and his blood shed
for us.

Supt. Lesson X. Where ?

School. The judgment hall of Pllate in Jerusalem.

Supt. When ?

School. Friday morning, the day of the crueifixion,

Supt, Whom ?

School. Jesus. Pilate. Chief priests. Elders. Pilate's
wife. The multitude.

Supt. What ?

School. The trial of Jesus before Pilate,

Supt. What learned ?

School. Rejecting Christ is the great sin of the world.

Supt. Lesson XI. Where ?

School, Calvary, just outside Jerusalem,

Supt, When ?

School. Friday, from 9 A, M. to 3 P, M.

Supt, Whom ?

School. Jesus. The soldiers. Two thieves,
chief priests, scribes, and elders,

Supt, What ?

The

School. The crucifixion of Christ.

Supt. What learned ?
School. The cost of salvation,

Supt. Lesson XII. Where?

School. Near the tomb in the garden by Calvary.
And a mountain in Galilee,

Supt, When?

School. The morning of the first Christian Sabbath.
Forty days later.

Supt. Whom ?

School. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. Jesus,
Some of the watch. Chief priests and elders. Tie
eleven diseiples.

Supt., What?
School. The resurrection of Jesus,

Supt, What learned ?

School. We have a living Saviour, All power is his,

Have the following Word Pictures read by single
voices, the school responding to each one by giving the
Title and Golden Text which belong with it:

First Word Picture :

A man is riding down a mountain side. Great mul-
titudes spread garments and branches in the way, The
multitudes flll the air with triumphal songs, He enters
the city amid great excitement. He enters the temple,
He turns out the buyers and sellers. He heals the blind
and lame,

Second Word Picture:

A high mountain. 8ix men,
and a face shining as the sun.
‘Three men sore atraid.

Third Word Picture:

A woman crying after a traveler. His companions
annoyed by it. The traveler speaks discouragingly to
her. She worships him. He speaks again and does not
encourage. She presses her request. He grants it and
approves her faith. The traveler is surrounded by a
great multitude of those that are lame, blind, dumb,
maimed. They go away healed. The crowd show great
astonishment,

Fourth Word Picture :

A garden. Some fearful, joyful women. They meet
one who speaks to them. Some soldiers receiving
money from some chief priests, A mountain, Eleven
men worshiping one who speaks impressively to them.

Fifth Word Picture:

Night. Anupper room. A company of men about a
table. One speaks to them. ‘They are very sorrowful,
He takes bread in his hands, and blesses and breaks it,
and gives to them. He gives them the cup to drink.
They sing a hymn and go out into the darkness

One has a radiant forn
A voice from a cloud,
Four men only can be seen,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Like a Cradle.

LiKE a cradle rocking, rocking,
Silent, peaceful, to and fro,

Like a mother’s sweet looks dropping
In the little face below,

Tangs the green earth, swinging, turning,
Jurless, noiseless, safe, and slow ;

Falls the light of God’s face bending
Down and watching us below,

And as feeble babes that suffer,
Toss and ery and will not rest,
Are the ones the tender mother
Holds the closest, loves the best ;
80, when we are weak and wretched,
By our sins weighed down, distressed,
Then it is that God’s great patience
Holds us closest, loves us best.
Saze-Holm.,

—_———

Primary Miscellany.

For Children’s Day have a children’s special,
something about childhood, its privileges and
powers, an exercise tuneful with song as with
canary notes, fragrant with flowers as if a big
garden bed. If you cannot do much by way of
a commemoration, do what you can. If any
action must be a part of an exercise by the whole
school, do that part with a big, emphatic ring to
any utterance. In a word, be hearty. But what-
ever may be doue, let it be a mirror reflecting
(i0d’s great love shining in the love of Christ for
children, That will give the celebration the best,
the most lasting form. Children’s Day then will
be not simply a bower of faded blossoms in the
past, but it will have perennial bloom and beauty
whenever recalled, surviving even the grave's
drcariness, It will not be an empty bird's nest,
hut it will sing on forever.

Flowers—they are the footprints of angels, the
thoughts of heaven in all fair color. Toa child
a garden is a fairy’s palace. To an aged pilgrim
it is as the smile of God. Do your scholars cul-
tivate flowers? Have they any garden room for
such cultivation® Why not encourage them in
such work, to raise that they may distribute, to
have that they may give? If they have no soil for
this making of rainbows, can they not beg?
People—the majority of folks—like to give. Get
up a flower mission in your class. Build this
vessel of the Lord, and then steer it. Find half a

glad to be remembered. Then send out your
boys and girls to help make a memory of flowers
dropped from paradise. They will fall about
the souls in shadow like sunshine from the
face of our heavenly Father. Tryit. You might
keep a record of work. Foot up results and sur-
prise yourself,

It has been claimed that cases of truancy ir
the public schools would not occur so often if
the scholars less regarded their teachers as
officials, If this *“ official ’” should change into a
friend, knowing more about the scholar, and the
scholar, through personal acquaintance, got
nearer to the teacher, would not the attendance
be more frequent ?  The teacher, thus changing
into a friend, might not the *‘truant” pass
away? Here is room for thought. Do we
have truants in Sunday schools? We hope not.
We have **absentees,” though. A dose of the
medicine for truancy may be a cure for ab-
senteeism. The scholar may look upon the
teacher as an official being—one expected to do
a certain work in some way, and the way isa
perfunctory one. Throw heart into the work.
Heart in the teacher will develop heart in the
scholar ; check absenteeism, and bring * average
attendance " nearer to the total. What a chasm
widens between the two sometimes!

City primary teachers who go to the country
for vacation should endeavor to help the primary
teachers whom they meet. Many appliances
that are used in city schools could be adapted
to work in the country. Some city teachers
have done this work, and made themselves a
great Dblessing. There are others who, like the
little child, say, * Good-bye, God : we are going
to the country for the summer.”

The teachers who help other teachers are het-
ter fitted to return to their work, because they
have their sympathy broadened and their interest
deepened,

Primary teachers should know each other. In
villages and towns acquaintance is easily made,
if one does not wait for the other to call. A
monthly primary five o’clock tea: what an easy
thing to bring about. Simple refreshment, tea
and wafers, on a tasty little table ; no fuss about
party dresses ; just a delightful chat for an hour
or 80 about ‘“our classes.” Out of this may

dozen or more, sick, infirm, aged, who would be

grow a child-study club, or even a primary union.
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Let every primary teacher in a city call upon
her next church primary neighbor, and form a
league of helpfulness, It was not good for man
tobe alone in Eden, and it is not now good for
the primary teacher to work alone,

S

Summer Festivals,
BY JULIA E. PECK,

In our house-to-house visitation we may get
some idea of our children’s social limitations,
and gain, too, ideas of the sort of festivity which
would afford them the most lasting happiness,
with the prospect of bringing a purifying and a
brightening influence into the homes of the
neighborhood.

Children living in manufacturing towns love to
get out into the country, where they are free to
run. A long, wide space in which he may run
is the highest ideal of ‘*‘a good time” to a child
who lives in eramped quarters,

In such an instance a lawn party for the
primary class given by the ladies of the church,
on a wide, close-cut lawn bordered with beds of
choice flowers, offered too little freedom. The
ladies entertained the children by playing games
with them, trying at the same time to keep them
off the flower beds. Bupper was served with a
good deal of ceremony, and the flowers and
shrubbery were safe 8o long as the children were
seated at the tables,

This was a fairly “good time,” but the chil-
dren of a certain primary class can tell you of a

better, for they went on a long ride in a lrulll-,_vj

car, way out into the country, where, turned loose
in a field, they could run, and, what is more, they
could run even while eating their supper, for it
was served from paper bags, and as they eagerly
seized a cooky, or a cake, or an animal cracker
they could prance up and down (which does not
in the least interfere with the process of chewing)
or run about until ready for a fresh supply of
supper,

The field was wide, and the grass was full of
wild flowers, and the apple-tree branches grew
close to the ground. Was not this better than a
party on a “ spick and span " lawn where every-
thing about them conld all too easily be damaged,
and where they were held closely to “circle games”
when they longed to fly like birds ?

How much of inspiration and new life can the
children take home with them if while in the
fields and woods they are held to the games which
they could play quite as easily in their own nar-
row dooryards in the smoky, dusty town ?

Is it not better to let them reverently alone
while they explore this beautiful new land, in
company with birds and flowers, getting by the

means close to nature’s heart than to hold them

| to anything which would keep their attention
from the natural beauties which they have come
here especially to enjoy ¢

The parents of these very children take with
them on their “grown-up picnics” packs of
cards, and after climbing the hill or mountain
commanding the most extensive and wonderful
scenery, sit down to concentrate their attention
upon the cards as though surrounded by bare
| walls and closed doors,

i When their children are given the freedom of
field, wood, or riverside ; freedom to fill their
arms with flowers while their attention is called
to the loving Father who makes for them these
| wonders, these little ones will (if we plan wisely)
have much to say at home to their unapprecia-
| tive elders, who, having eyes, see not.
| Years ago in calling upon one of my boys I
found the family living in a shanty of two rooms,
and although this was in the country, the yard
‘ was as bare of vegetation as the Desert of Sahara,
| differing from a desert in one point, however, in
that it was ankle deep in mud. The shanty was
in such a state of dirt and disorder that the fam-
| ily received “ teacher  out in the yard, and there
we stood and visited, the family somewhat less
inconvenienced by the deep mud than teacher,”
for they were all barefooted, while *teacher '
was always particular to wear her best boots
while calling upon her boys,

Imagine what it was to the boy living here,
and to others of this class whose homes were
built on much the same plan, to be given a * ride
in a team " (four big horses), and to drive into a
perfect paradise of growth and beauty, on the
borders of a lovely lake, where *‘live creatures’
were swimming about in the water, boats were
chained to trees on the banks, and the surround-
ing woods were spicy with magnolias.

What an opportunity there to show the chil-
dren how to play at making gardens, using the
wild plants to show about the laying out of beds
and the careful planning for grass plots in the
midst !

Here then would come the idea of transplant-
ing to their bare yards at home the most sturdy
of these wild things and the saving of pennies to
buy plants or seeds at the florist’s.

Going home with arms full of such treasures
would not the parents look for the first time with
distaste on their desolate dooryards, and hear-
ing about the play gardens, plan to work * after
hours,” with the children’s help, at cultivating a
bit of real garden ?

This is not all, for the rough and careless par-
ent, digging and planting in the children’s com-
pany, may hear his little ones explaining matters

|
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to each other in this way : ** We plant the seeds,
and water the ground, but it is God who makes
our flowers grow."”

Northampton, Mass.

Christ and the Children.
BY MRS, W, F. CRAFTS,

HEeReEDITY, environment, conversion—three
potent influences to decide what a life shall be.

It has been said, *“If you want to make a boy
into a good man, begin with his grandfather.””
But the difficulty is, we have to take the boy as we
find him, We are apt to think if he is well born—
that is, if he has a good grandfather and a good
father—there is hope for him ; but if he has not,
there is little or no hope ; that character building
will be, in his case, a very difficult if not a hope-
less task. We quote science as establishing such
atheory, but the facts gained therefrom have
chiefly to do with the physical structure, and such
facts cannot be fairly transferred to the realm

of mentality, especially not to that of spirit-
uality, because science in its investigations has |
been almost wholly engaged with experiments on
various kinds of animals, rather than with the |
study of mentality, or what Professor Gcorg(-‘
Stanley Hall is pleased to call *‘the higher an-
thropology.” Some investigations in this line |
would undoubtedly make large rents in the
heredity theory. How could such a theory ex-
plain the evolution of a great statesman and phi-
losopher from a humble soap boiler? for such
was the father of Franklin. Or the evolution of |
g great poet from a slave, for such was the father |
of Virgil. Or a great theologian from a cooper,
for such was the father of Calvin, Or a great
historian from a lock mender and tinker, for
such was the father of Thiers. Or a great general
and statesman from a tanner, for such was the
father of General Grant. No, the theory of hered-
ity does not fully account for any of these
things. It perhaps does tell us why a child may
have certain physical marks and even mental
characteristics, but nothing can explain Luther
and Lincoln but God. God does indeed tell us
in his book that he will “ visit the sins of the
fathers upon the third and fourth generation of
them that hate him.” But we should not there-
fore conclude that the children of low-born peo-
ple or of criminals must themselves be as their
fathers were, When they are transferred from the
environment of * hate into that of lov~ " there are
‘‘newexternal conditions,to speak scientifically,
which will completely modify them. Froebel, the
founder of the kindergarten, says, *“ If it had not
power to transform the children of wicked even
vicious parents, the Christian idea could hu\'e|

no significance.” In our time Professor Gra-
ham Taylor, who is so deep a student of soci-
ology, signifi 1 on the p

which little children of the Chicago commons
readily give to the influence of better conditions,

In Japan on a certain day of the year a paper
carp attached to a long pole is set up at the en-
trance of each home in which a little boy has
been born during the year. The significance of
thus exalting the carp is that it is a brave little
fish that will swim up stream even against a
torrent, and so typifies the brave spirit which the
child must have in meeting the difficulties of life,
We have an illustration of this in our very bodies,
The blood which carries with it nourishment for
bone and muscle, even life itself, must continu-
ously force itself upward, but blood can he
forced upward in a moral sense by training.
“Blood will tell.”

We do not set at naught the advantage of hav-
ing had a good grandfather, but we do say that
even the blessing of being well born has often
been turned into bitterness by some who have
chosen an evil environment. It must also be con-

| ceded that the boy who has had a good grand-

father has a better start in life than one whose
grandfather was bad, but throughthe blessing
and kind providence of God both may come out
even in the race.

ENVIRONMENT, THEN, IS GREATER THAN HERE D
1y, Mr.Wm, M. F, Round, Secretary of the Prison
Association, declares that the worst-born hoy
can be made into a good man by right training,
and that the best-born boy can be spoiled by
evil environment, Science, of late, is modifying
its excessive claims for heredity, under Weiss-
man’s criticisms. Not natural science only, but
sociological science also, is admitting that much
which has been attributed to heredity is in real-
ity due to environment and training, For in-
stance, the overworked case of the wicked Jukes
girl, neglected by society, whose descendants,
numbering hundreds, are nearly all vicious and
criminal. But these descendants all had not only
bad blood, but especially bad environment, and
as no experiment has been made in taking these
children at birth from bad parents and bringing
them up in good environment, it is impossible to
say how much their wickedness is due to hered-
ity.

We should do all that is possible to make a safe
environment, particularly in the streets of our
towns and cities. Corrupting posters should be
prohibited, and vicious illustrated story papers
should not be permitted in shop windows or
on news stands. The sale of cigarettes to chil-
dren should be interdicted, and laws against
children going into saloons, even for the family
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beer, should be strictly enforced. Purtl(-ularl)
should children not attended by their p

¢lders be allowed upon the street aﬁu dark‘
Every day towns and cities are adopting curfew
ordinances, which order that a bell be rung at
¢ o'clock in the evening and that all children

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER.

LESSON X. (June 5.)

under sixteen or eighteen, unaccompanied by |

parents or guardians, shall at once go to their |

homes, Those who fail to do so have a police
escort.

The National Convention of Sheriffs adopted
a resolution favoring the passage of curfew or-
dinances everywhere. The recent report of a
national gathering of doctors that impurity is
increasing is a loud second to the motion. The

authorities in all our towns and cities would do |
well to institute the curfew without delay.
should be done in cooperation with parents,
would be done if mothers would request it. |
but the

It
It

IHeredity, environment, conversion,
greatest of these is conversion,

An unsaved boy or girl is never safe, whatever
be the blood, whatever be the surroundings.
They are safe only when they are saved—that is
only when they have come to love what God
loves, and to hate what God hates,

It is a mistake to wait until they reach the so-
called ** years of understanding,” Mr. Spurgeon
suys, * The possibility of believing lies more in
the child than in the man, and that every year
drives the unregenerate heart farther and farther
away from God, and makes it less possible to
realize the things of God.”

Jesus spoke of children

as ‘‘these little

ones that believe in me,”” and that should make |

us sure that all children may become his fol-
lowers,
None are too young to serve him,

Tue reading of a book may make an epoch in
a human life. In a book some young voyager
upon life’s sea may find a new shore, a new con-
tinent, a new world. Such a discoverer may be
in your very clasg, forsome of your class certainly
must be quick readers. Do we realize, then, the
importance of getting desirable books into their
hands—hooks simple in thought, pictorial in
style, and roadways leading to the Saviour., Be
on the lookout for such books. Don’t pass by
those fssued by your Church house. Let your
librarian know what you want. Forget it not
that just a tiny book may be the vessel in which
an immortal soul may voyage to the shore of a
new world.
displace the Book, but greaten the love for the

volume in which, as in a vessel, we journey to |
| Barabbas, and this makes their conduct so much

the heavenly world,

And see to it that a book will never |

JESUS CONDEMNED. Matt. 27, 11-26.

GoLpeN Text, “Christ Jesus came into the
| world to save sinners.” 1 Tim. 1,15,

Primary Notes.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER,

There is a song begin-
ning * Beautiful the little
hands, that fulfill the
Lord’s commands.” Therc
was once a littlegirl whose
hands were not white and
soft, but they were beauti-
ful for all that. She had

to work very hard, for her mother was dead, and
there were little children, and a drinking father,
and but little money. But she was kind and
faithful, and tried always to please God in all her
work. At last she became sick, and the doctor
said she could not get well. She felt troubled
because she was afraid she had not done any-
thing to win heaven, and she told a little friend
how she felt, Her friend said, ** When you see
Jesus just show him your hands!” Are your
hands “beautiful” because they *‘fulfill the
Lord’s commands ? "

Jesus and Pilate, [Bring the history down to the
hour when Jesus * stood before the governor.”
Show a picture of Pilate—cool, selfish, calculat-

|ing. The picture in Illustrative Notes, page 181,

may be used if a larger one cannot be had. Tell
why Pilate asked Jesus if he was the King of the
Jews, and help the children to gee something of the
wonderful self-control of the 8aviour before both
Pilate and the chief priests and elders, While
they cannot appreciate it fully, they may learn
the lesson so far as to remember that it is not
like Jesus to “answer back " when accused,]
Jesus and Barabbas, Here were two men, and
how different! Think of Barabbas—a robber, a
man who cared for self only, cruel, unkind, lov-
ing and choosing the wrong ; and then think of
the gentle, holy Jesus—full of love and kindness,
always thinking of others and working for their
good, always loving and doing the will of God.
Jesus was more than a man—he was the 8on of
God; and the Jews thought he was only a com-
mon man, such as the wicked Barabbas! They
knew, too, that he was not a wicked man like
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worse in wanting to crucify Jesus instead of Ba-
rabbas,

Choosing. The people had to choose that day
whether they would have good or evil. Here
they were—Jesus and Barabbas—and they chose
Barabbas ! Was it because they did not know
the difference ? No, it was because their hearts
were bad, and they wanted the evil ! What would
you have done? It is easy to say that you would
not have condemned Jesus, but stop and think—
do you choose the good instead of the bad?
Little children have to choose many times each
day. Your choice may seem something very
small, but nothing is small with God. When he
sees Freddy choose to disobey mamma, and then
perhaps deceive her about what he has done, he
knows that poor Freddy is making the wrong
choice. But if Freddy heard the story about
Jesus and Barabbas, he would think how bad the
Jews were to choose Barabbas, He would not
remember that he had chosen evil the same as
they did. [Talk about choosing truth instead of
falsehood, good-nature instead of anger, patience
instead of imratience, etc., and help children to
see that in their play and in their work they are
constantly making choices, and God, who sees
all things, sees just the choices they make, and is
glad or sorry accordingly.]

[Show the blackboard.] What are the hands
held up for? See the dreadful, cruel words—
“Crucify him!” This is what the hands are
saying. Wicked hands that tell out what is in
the wicked hearts. God wants the hands to
speak a better language than this. He made your
little hands. Raise them high. Do you know
that when you raise them for Jesus he knows it ¢
And when you raise them for Satan he knows
that too! You always raise them for S8atan when
you choose self. How sad it is that when you
choose self your hands are saying what the Jews

Cruciry Him!

said that day, “Crucify him ! [Close by sina-
ing:

“ Beautiful the little hands

That fulfill the Lord’s comm 1]«

|
Kindergarten Hints,

BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Over the Brook
| Kedron, Matt. 26, 86, 87; Luke 22. 54; John
‘\ 18, 19,

[ GoLpEN TexT. “There appeared an angel
unto him from heaven, strengthening him."
Luke 22. 43,

Ams To THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible,
Mark 14, Luke 82; Life of Christ (Farrar), chap
ter 57; Jmago Christi (Stalker), pages 185-200 .
Oratorio  St. Tuul (Mendelssohn), “Bleepers,
wake ! A voice is calling.”

ATTENTION STORY.

On the other side of the brook was a mountain
|und here was a garden. The garden had pretty
| trees in it, and olives were growing u‘mn them.
| When Jesus and the disciples reached this gar-
| den Jesus said that all but Peter and James and
| John might stay there, but he with those three
| would go over a little further by themselves, for
| Jesus wanted to pray. He was thinking of the
| people—all people everywhere—and he had great
| sorrow because they were naughty and were not
obeying God. They did not love each other, and
80 they could not love their Father. That night
while Jesus prayed in the garden he said that if
it were God’s way, he was willing to lay down his
life for the people and to give himself to help
them to be good. [Read Matt. 26. 86, 37.] Luke
has told us of something very beautiful that came
with the sorrow—listen | It was an angel. IHere
is the verse. [Read Luke 22.43.] Well, they all
had a very , hard time in the garden, not at
all like the night of 10)' upon the mountain, and
many men who had not learned to love him
rushed into the garden and said that Jesus was
to go with them, Let us see where. [Read Luke
22,54.] John tells us what the high priest talked
about (John 18, 19-21).

Explain unusual words: *Doctrine” (fixed

thoughts about people and what they should be
and do), * yonder” (over there),

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Talk of the story, dwelling upon the
| part which tells what Jesus did when he was
| sorry—he prayed. Prayer is to heavy hearts and
“lu the darkness of sad thoughts just what sun-
‘shlnu is after dark clouds and the tears of the
raindrops. The Golden Text for to-day is con-
" nected with this thought, dear little children, and
the angel was like peace which strengthens peo-
ple now—the sunshine of peace. Pretty soon,
| after darkness and rain and sunshine, the birds
sing, and that is the coming of joy. So to us
come »netoof peace and songs of joy if we go
Y Tesus went,
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v

Monday, A part of the prayer of Jesus in the
little garden was what he taught us, that part of
the Our Father prayer which says, ** Thy will be
done.” When places scem hard and thoughts
are sad if we speak to our Father as Jesus did,
there comes a brightness to our hearts. Prayer
opens a little place in sad thoughts and then the
sunlight of God’s love and smile makes all clear
and bright,

Tuesday. If we mean what we say each morn-
ing—** Thy will be done "—we will try to do our
work and to live our life God’s way, as he would
have us. We will try all through our life to do
his will, and here in the book we may learn what
is his will and what his way.

Wednesday, Jesus had taught the people that
they were to love each other and to do good to
everyone. The high priest did not preach as
Jesus taught, and he asked Jesus about the disci-
ples and about what he thought (doctrine),

Thursday. Jesus said to him, *In secret have
I said nothing.” The precious, true words which
he spoke are for everyone. They were not whis-
pered or spoken to a few, but the great story of
love is to be spread over all the world, and every-
one has a right to know it,

Friday. All who have heard the voice of Jesus
know it is different from any other, The people
who heard him preach said, * No man ever spake
like this man!"™ His words are the most won-
derful ever gpoken,

Nature Work. God speaks to the flowers
these beautiful June mornings. All nature obeys
the rules (laws) which he has given. He has
caused the flowers to bloom and to have a sweet
smell, and he is the same Father over us, his
children, He guides the autumn stars and the
snows of winter, He gives joy to the hearts of
his children, Talk of olive trees which grow
slowly and are never as tall as tall pines, The
wood is green, brown, or yellow,

know. Perhaps you have some olives in your
house.

Anr Worg. Find a picture of the Garden of
Gethsemane to show to the children,

ScieNce AT HoMe witn THE MoTtrer. Talk
of the danger of selfishness and of people want-
ing their own way. Doing what we want to do
and not caring for others brings more trouble
than anything else in the home, Good comes to
the smallest child who is helpful and sweet and
gentle, and he does good to all the others, 1f
Jesus was willing to do God’s will, how glad may
each little child be to say, *“ Thy will be done.”

The bark of |
the tree is used for medicine, and the fruit we all |

LESSON XI. (June 12.)
JESUS CRUCIFIED. Matt. 27. 36 50,

GoLpeN Text. * Christ died for our sins ace
cording to the Scriptures.” 1 Cor, 15, 3,

Primary Notes,

Gracie had a present of

a pretty little silver cross,

and she was told that it

was to help her remember

that Jesus, who bore the

cross for her so long ago,

wouldhelp her now toover-

come naughty thoughts

and ways if she would look to him. One day

her mamma saw her playing with a very self-

willed little girl, who treated her most unkindly.

Gracie's face grew red, and her eyes filled with

tears. She stood perfectly still for a moment

with her head turned away, and mamma won-

dered what she was doing. Then she saw that

her little girl was feeling of the silver cross which

hung from a ribbon on her neck, and she was

not surprised to hear her speak sweetly and

kindly to her little playmate. It always helps to

be good to remember how Jesus bore the cross
for us.

Object lesson.  [Show a small stone, and let
children tell some things which they know about
stone. All will agree that it is hard, Will a little
blow break a stone? No, it needs a sharp blow
—something that will make an impression upon
it. Our hearts, before we give them to God, are
like stone. It takes a sharp blow to break them
and turn them to God in love and trust. Noth
ing less than the death of Jesus could break these
hearts of stone !

Blackboard. [Place the three crosses on the
board, omitting the lettering for the time. Omit
details of the awful tragedy, dwelling rather on
the love side, and impressing the lesson of sacri-
fice and tender pity for us in our lost state, Tell
that it is good for us to see the cross and to
think of it, for it teaches many lessons which
we need to learn, Do you want to learn some of
them to-day ?)

How many crosses do you see here? Do you
know why there are three? Sece, one is larger
than the others. The one who was crucified on
this great cross by his death made it bright and
beautiful, so that now when we see it it reminds
us of such love and pity as the world had never
known? This is what Jesus said he would do,
[Print words on blackboard]. While he hung
there he drew the hard heart of one of the
thieves to him. The other dil not want love,
and 8o he conld not have i 17 we want Jesus
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to love and help us, he is always ready to do it.
[Sing *‘Jesus loves me, he who died, heaven’s
gate to open wide.”]

What the cross shows, [Read the second verse
of hymn 205 in the Hymnal.] What do we see
when we look at the cross? Yes, * Our sin,”
If that were all, it would make us very sorrowful
but it is not all. We see * Thy love.” Our sin
makes us afraid, but Jesus’s dear love takes
away our fear and breaks our stony hearts,

Wuat TueE Cross TEACHES,

How to love, Jesus did not please himself,
1Te loved us enough to give up the things he

ose and do the things that would help and

ave us, This is the way he wants us to love one
another—to forget self and what pleases self,
and think of what will help and bless others.

How to give. Think how much Jesus gave—
his home in heaven, the society of angels and
good spirits, just for oursakes ! When we givea
little—some of our pretty toys, perhaps—we think
it is a great deal. But we cannot, even if we give
all that we have, give as Jesus did. We may do
this—we may try to give in the same sweet spirit
of love which brought Jesus here to die for us,
We have not that kind of love, but God will put
it into our hearts if we really want it.

How to serve, Do you remember that once
Jesus brought water and washed the tired feet of
his disciples? Ie was willing to do anything to
help and bless people.  One day he sat down to
rest on a well. A woman came to draw water,
and he spoke to her and taught her the beauti-
ful lesson of faith in him. He knew that she
was a wicked woman, but he saw that he might
help and save her, perhaps, and so he forgot that
he was tired and hungry, and gave her the bread
and water of life, If we serve as Jesus did, we
shall do any little thing that we think may help,
and we shall not be too proud to speak to the

I
WILL

MEN|_
UNTO—=
veE | B2

IS
—
!

K
IR

worst people in the world if only we can help
them,
Oupr little lesson, Jesus died, and so no little

child need ever be afraid to die. He went through
this very gate of pain and death, and he has left o
bright path for us. When we die we may say
to Jesus, ** Dear Lord, thou hast been here, and
so I am not afraid.” :

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DErPARTMENT, The Governor,
the Mountain, and the Little Stone Room, Matt,
15. 2-5 John 10. 11, 15, 16 ; Luke 24. 1-6,

GoLpeN Text., “I lay down my life, that I
might take it again. ”” John 10, 17,

Ams To THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
Luke 23; New Testament History (Smith), pages
323-828 ; Foutsteps of the Son of Man (Luckock)
Oratorio of Redemption (Gounod), *“ The world is
my possession ! " Tenor chorus, * Canst thou not
save thyself, thou, the Saviour of others?” Oy«
torio of Messiah (Handel), *I know that my Re-
deemer liveth.”

ATTENTION STORY.

A man who lived near the high priest was
named Pilate, and he was the governor. Th
priest looked after the people when they were in
the temple, and the governor was to see that the
laws and rules of the country were obeyed. When
first they went to Pilate he asked Jesus, ** Are you
King of the Jews?” We will read what Mark
says (15, 2-5). Jesus was King of all the earth
and of all people, The governor did not know
what to do, but he was not very brave, and he
said that the people might take Jesus away, It
was just after the talk with the governor that
Jesus showed his great love for all people by lay-
ing down his life. The people of that country
had many sheep, and they knew what it was to
take care of them and to love them, Jesus had
told the people that he was their Good Shepherd.
His love was the greatest in all the world, and
there is a long story about it which you will he
learning and loving always, Jesus gave himself
for us and for all people, and on a mountain
named Calvary he gave up his life, [Read John
10. 11, 14-16). The body of Jesus was laid in o
little new stone room, One Sunday morning,
three days afterward, some women came to the
place, and they found that the door was open and
Jesus had taken up his life just as he said he
would, Part of the wonderful story we will read
as Luke tells it. |Read Luke 24. 1-6.]

} Explain unusual words,

OUTLINE,

Sunday. Give the full story and talk about it,
| having the Golden Text written upon the hoard.
The gentleness of Jesus was shown in all this
story. The people who lived in that time liked
to quarrel, but Jesus showed them by his beanti-
[ tul life how they might be gentle and peaceful
and loving.

Monday. Jesus had told the people when he
preached to them on the mountain that they were
to treat kindly and patiently those who were
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cruel and unkind to them, He always showed in
his life just how they were to do as he had said.

Tuesday. The love which Jesus had was a part
of the great love of God. All love is part of
this, and the two greatest things in all the world
are out of sight, They are life and love,

Wednesday, Jesus spoke of sheep and lambs,
We may tell those who are inthe countries across
‘he seas that there is one fold and one shepherd,
and they are his sheep and lambs,

Thursday. 'The unity or oneness of all may be
‘aught. We may be asone in all the great affairs
of life—in love, especially, Jesus prayed that all
who loved him ““may be one” (John 17. 21;
John 4. 11).

Friday, The great Love gave himself, Ie
had said, *I am the Life.,”” He is our life, and
because he lives we shall live forever, 1lis words
are true now—just as true as when he came from
the little stone room after saying that he would
rise again,

Narure Work, Talk of the life wonders of this
season, The tiny insect life of the busy bee may
illustrate life, industry, and preparation for the
days to come. In this the bee is like the squirrel,
and God has taught them how to be ** self-support-
ing.” Explain this idea. Teach also that in the
wisdom of God all animals know how to care for
their little ones and to provide food for them-
This is true especially of the wild ani-
mals living far away from people and there is no
person to feed them. Though God cares for us,
yet men must dig in the earth for coal and for
gold, and after fruit ripens it must be gathered,
The bees go to the clover blossoms and the lilies
for their food, What does the bee do with the
pollen—yellow dust—upon his wings when he
comes out of the flower ?

The daylight stays with us longer now than it
did last winter, Why?

Anr Work, Show a picture of the temple.

Haxp Wonrk. Find pictures of differently-
shaped erogses and outline them, then sew with
worsted or gilk, White worsted will be better.

ScieNce AT Home witn Tne Morner, Talk
of forbearance and of the great gain to those
who do not become angry. Read the verses of
1 Cor. 13, which shows that if people only have
love enough, they can bear anything. Sometimes
it takes a great deal of love and patience to
‘“‘keep still” when we hear unkind words.
Jesus has tanght us how to doso. 1is heart was
full of love for everybody, and he never spoke
unkind words to anyone. God's word says thag
‘“he that hath no rule over his own spirit is like
a city that is broken down and without walls”
(Prov. 25. 28), Another beautiful verse is, “A
goft answer turneth away wrath " (Prov. 15, 1),

selves,

Ask your mother to explain that verse to you,
Here are two lines of a little hymn prayer
which Mr. Charles Wesley wrote :

** Make me gentle as thou art ;

Come and live within my heart.”

LESSON XIIL (June 19.)

THE RISEN LORD. Matt. 28, 8-20.
GoLpeN Text. “Iam he that liveth and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,”
Rev. 1. 18,

Primary Notes.

Arthur and Eva watched
the gardener putting little
brown balls into the
ground. Then he covered
them up carefully and left
them to the sun and dew
of heaven. Mamma heard
the children talking about
it. “I think those brown,

dry things are no good,” said Arthur, “Idon’t

’lu']ic\’lr any flowers can come up there, and I'm
\guin‘.{ to keep watch!” “Mamma says there
will be beautiful lilies in that Bed,” said Eva
| And sure enough, there were beautiful lilies one

| dw, opening their golden cups to the sun.

When they stood by the bed admiring them
mamma told the children the very story you
have for your lesson to-day, and told them that
the lily, coming out of its hard, dry bed in the
| ground, is a pledge and promise of the resurrec-
| tion of our bodies. Do you want to hear more
about it ?

Review, [Recall the last lesson, dwelling not so
much upon the teachings of the lesson as upon
the outline facts, Jesus died on the cross;
many people witnessed his death, and some
strange things took place which caused a great
deal of excited talk. This will naturally lead up
to the wonder and delighted surprise of the dis-
ciples when they found that their Lord was really
alive again.]

Joy in the morning. On what day was Jesus
crucified? It was Friday, and that night his
body lay in the tomb, and all the next day, and
the night following that, Saturday was the
Jew’s 8abbath, you know, and Sunday morning
some of the women who loved Jesus went to his
tomb to carry sweet spices and anoint his body.
But early as they went Jesus had risen before
they came! [Tell how they hurried away to
carry the news to the disciples, and how Jesus
himself met them and spoke to them.] Was not
this a happy morning # Jesus had said that he

would rise again, but they did not understand
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|
him, and their sad hearts could not believe that resurrection which he has given us in nature.
anything so good could possibly come to them. | The same Bible tells us that we may be ** Riser,

[Bing a stanza of some familiar Easter song.]

with Christ.” What does this mean? Why,

A beautiful promise. Do you like to have a |that right here, while we live on earth, we muy
good promise given you? Jesus has given each | love the things that Jesus loved, and hate the
one of us a promise of resurrection, * Because things that he hated. He loved goodness and
1 live, ye shall live also,” he said. He has left | hated sin, and so may we if we are risen witl
the promise in this book for us. How do we|him. How may we rise with him? By giving
know that he will keep it? Because this book is | our hearts to him, and following where he leads.

God’s own word, and he has never broken a

promise, and never will!  Are you not glad that |

we have this holy book? There are many people

Kindergarten Hints.
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Risen Lord

Who do not have the Bible, and so do not know | Luke 24, 13, 14, 20-31 ; John 21. 4, 14,

that there is a resurrection, or rising again.
When a little child dies in such sad parts of the
world the mother does not know that she can
ever see it again. If you lived in such a land,
and your own dear mamma should die, you
would not expect to find her again in heaven !
I hope you will remember to save your pennies
to help send Bibles to the poor, sad heathen who
have not heard of Jesus und the resurrcetion,

Another beautiful promise. After Jesus rose he
was on earth forty days. He spoke many beauti-
ful and comforting words to his disciples during
those days, and when the time came to go away
to his Father's*house in heaven, he gave them
another beautiful promise to remember, [Print
“‘I am with you always.”] Thissame Jesus who
had died for our sakes, and who had risen again,
and was now going back to heaven, said he would
always be withus! No little child who loves
Jesus need ever be afrald or troubled, for this
great and good Friend is right by your side to help
you to be good, to forgive you when you are
naughty, if you ask him, and to keep you safe
for his happy kingdom above |

“ Risen with Christ.” Our blackboard gives us
the beautiful words from the Bible *“ Christ, is
Risen,” and it shows us, too, the promise of the

GoLpeEN TexT, “Iam thelife.” John 11,25

Abs 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
John 21; “My house not made with hands,”
poem (Helen Hunt Jackson); Modern Puinte)s
(Ruskin), vol, iii, page 52; Raphael’s cartoon,
‘“The Charge to Peter,”

ATTENTION STORY.

One day two of the disciples started off for o
walk, They wanted to talk about many things
which had happened, and they wished to be alone
because their hearts weresad. They had thought
that Jesus would stay with them always, but they
were sure, when they went to walk that day,
that he had laid down his life, By and by a man
who was kind in his looks, and who spoke gentle
words, came and walked with them. He said,
““ What are you talking about and why are you
sad ?”’ One of them answered, ** I suppose youare
astranger in Jerusalem and have not heard what
has happened,” and then they told about Jesus,
saying that they thought he was to be King, but he
had laid down his life and was gone. The kind
stranger told them beautiful Bible stories of
Moses, and he talked of Jesus, too, until they felt
glad and the sorrow was leaving their hearts,
When they came to the place where they were to
stay they invited the stranger to go ‘into the
house because it was almost night. He went in
with them, and when they were going to eat sup-
per he blessed the bread and broke it; and then
great surprise came to the men—they knew that
this was Jesus himself. They saw that he had
taken up his life as he said he would. [Read Luke
24, 13, 14, 20-31.] One day Peter and some other
men who loved Jesus were fishing in the Sea of
Galilee. John was one of them. You remember
that Peter lived near the sea. Jesusstood on the
shore and spoke to them. Ile liked to know
what people were doing, and he always helped
them.” These men had not caught any fish, and
Jesus said, *“ Cast the net on the right side of the
ship.” They did so and they caught so many
fishes that they could not draw the net into the
little ship. John’s loving heart told him this
was Jesus who had spoken, and he said to Peter,
‘“It is the Lord!” Then Peter jumped ont of
the boat and waded to the shore. ~ The Bible says
they were not far from land. Some one who can
make figures may go to the blackboard, and while
we read the story listen to hear how many fishes
were in the net.  [Read John 21. 4-14.)

Explain unusual words: “ Village,” “seore,”

‘“reasoned,” * expounded,” * holden,” “tarry,”
‘“cast,” * multitude,” ete.
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OUTLINE.

Sunday. Give the story and have conversation
about it.  Note what different points of the story
interest different children, and keep a record of
their sayings., Some of them will show greater
imagination than others, Let the children repeat
the Golden Text, and four different ones write it
upon the board.

Monday. The pleasant walk with Jesus may be
the topic. His kindness and courtesy in caring
for others will teach the little ones to * care* be-
fore they are old enough to show the ““don’t
care spirit of indifference to others,

Tuesday. Sympathy and gentleness, also prayer,
are connected with companionship with Jesus,
When we pray peace and joy come where tumult
and sadness have been. Explain this simply or
let the child explain it,

Wednesday. Talk of Jesus being interested in
what people do as well as in what they think about
and talk about, The men who were walking on
the road found him ready to hear what they said,
and the men beside the sea found him ready to
help them in what they were trying to do. Jesus
cared whether they had food, but he did not say,
* Let me do it for you ;" he told them to get the
fish. In the home and in the kintergarten as
well aseverywhere else self-help should be encour-
aged and required,

Thursday. A lesson of obedience may be the
topie, and show its relation to consequences. If
we obey, this or that follows ; if we disobey, this or
that surely follows. Many illustrations of this in
the order of law are clear to the children, They
know they cannot touch a hot stove without being
burned. All the love of the mother, caresses,
resolutions, are of no avail, no one can prevent it ;
the child will be burned if he touches the stove.
Without alarming or grieving the little ones this
great truth may be shown them as a fact, and
you may carry it into the other realms of truth
beyond the physical,

Friday. Jesus was and is forever “ the Life "
The life lessons are so thousandfold and free and
dear to all hearts that the teacher does not need
direction here. One suggestion—impress upon the
minds of the children that they should revere life,
and not take what no one can restore,

Narvre Work. Connected with the walk of
the two friends when Jesus came and walked with
them, the talks may be of physical exercise;
walks in the country and what is seen at the road-
side; walks in the flelds—what do you see there
in these June days? Talk of what comes from
thesea.  What kinds of fish do you know about ¢
What habits have they? Do fishes close their
cyes? Can they turn their heads without turn-
ing their bodies? How do they breathe ?

Art Wokk, Imitate with pencil or crayon
something beautiful which you see out of doors,
After ashower is a rainbow ; beside a flower, then
inside a flower, you may see a bee,

Haxn Work, Fold paper ships.

Sc1ENCE AT HoME with THE MoThER, Talk of
walking as the exercise for even the babics, Has
the baby in your home begun to walk yet, taking
his first toddling steps in this beautiful world ?
All the journey will be to him and to us most
gladsome if we walk with Jesus and talk to him
and are obedient to our Father !

Will you remember the Golden Text, and obey
the words of Jesus, * Follow me? "

LESSON XIII. (June 26.)
REVIEW,
GOLDEN TExT, “ Keep yourselves in the love
of God, looking for the merey of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life,” Jude 21,

Primary Notes,

This is the month of

roses, and we will have a

rose on the blackboard to

help us recall the lessons of

the quarter. See, our rose

has just twelve petals, one

foreach lesson, and we will

put the figure 1 on this

petal to remind us that we are to think of Les-
son I,

1. Where was Jesus now ? Among the Gen-
tiles, whom the Jews called heathen. [Recall the
Syrian woman dressed in bright colors who was
in trouble about her little girl.] What did Jesus
do for her? What prayer did the woman use
which is good for us to use? [Golden Text.]

2. What does *‘Resurrection” mean? The
resurrection of Jesus is a promise that we shall
rise again. [Recall the women’s visit to the
tomb, the sweet spices, the stone at the door, the
angel, and the risen Lord himself.]

3. [Some sun rays on the board and a cross at
the center of the rays may recall the lesson on
the Transfiguration. Let one child tell who went
with Jesus, and where they went ; another, what
took place on the mountain ; and another may
tell why the disciples wanted to stay there and
why Jesus did not let them stay.]

4. [Print the number 70 seven times and ask
the children what lesson this recalls, Help some
child to tell the story that Jesus told to illustrate
the need that we forgive one another, |

5. [A bit of palm will recall the story of the
Triumphal Entry, Draw three picture frames
on the board and ask the children to close their
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eyes while you make a picture, which they are to
see with their minds, in the first of the frames,
The procession, the scene in the temple and the
children singing in the temple may prove the
groundwork of the three pictures. ]

6. [Show a letter, and tell that it is an invita-
tion to a party. Ask who can recall a story
which Jesus told his disciples about a wedding
party. What was the invitation? Ask to whom
it is sent, and how many of your class have ac-
cepted it.)

7. [Print the single word “ Watch” on the
board, and let some one tell where Jesus and his
disciples were when he talked to them about
watching. See if the children understand for
whom we are to watch, and how.]

8. One little word will recall the beautiful les-
son about loving service. [Print *Inasmuch
on the board, and let as many children as possi-
ble tell the story. The Golden Text should
always be brought out.)

9. [A picture of a cup will recall this lesson,
Let some child tell why the Lord wants his friends
to eat bread and drink wine together, Sece if one
can tell what are symbolized by the bread and
tne wine.]

10. [Print “Choosing” in large letters. Ask
between whom the Jews had to choose that day
before Pilate. Why did they choose Barabbas ?
If we choose the wrong, what does it show our
hearts to be?)

11. [The cross may introduce this lesson. See
that the main facts of the crucifixion are taught,
without dwelling upon details in any way to
excite the sensibilities. Especially bring out the
thought of the love which lightened the burdens
that our dear Lord bore for us.)

every lesson of the quarter, seek to recall the
Golden Text, and always in conducting a review
induce as many children as possible to take part
init. A very interesting review may be had by
preparing in advance. Make each child old

zh to b ponsible for some little
part in the review. All will not be prepared, but
some will, and in time the children will come to
vie with one another in their preparation.]

Kindergarten Hints.
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. The Last Part

of the Story which the Four Men Told.
GoLpEN TexT, “ Follow thoume.” John21, 22,

ATTENTION STORY.

Whenever we are interested in a story, whether
we read it or it is told to us, we wonder how it
will end. If we are sorry about any part of it,
we hope that the end will make our hearts glad,
and 8o we like to have a story say at last, ** And
they were happy ever afterward.” ~ Now, the long
stor{ which we have been thinking about and
talking over since the holy Christmas morning
has the most wonderful and beautiful ending of
any story ever told. The best part of it is that
it is true. There s something in it for every-
body in all the world. The people who were liy-
ing then, and all who have lived since then, and
all who live now, and all the little people and big
people who will live by and by, have a part in
this story, and when Jesus went away he thought
of all these, He left sweet good-bye messages
that night when at supper in the upper room, and
just as he went away at last he said the story
must be told toeverybodi' in “all the world.”
Are you glad you know the story, so you may
tell it because he asks you to? k[utthew says
this: [read Matt. 28,16-20]. The main thoughts
of this reference, teacher, are worship [omit the
last words of verse l'{l] and companionship. The
first wonder of a child is how He can be here * u]-
2nys‘" after he has gone. () Worship in the be-

12. [Show a lily, and ask what lesson this re-
calls. Some of the resurrection lessons may be
called back by a few questions, In this, as in

and the end of his wonderful life (Matt.
2.1, 2; Luke 24, 52). (b) Companionship through
his Written word, his love, his thoughts, his 8pirit
with us still (Mark 16. 15,20). These two verses
have correlation with part of the story which told
in former lessons of the instantaneous act of fol-
lowing when called. Obedience is the main
thought (Luke 24. 50-53), The tenderness of
the physician is seen here ; it goes straight to our
hearts ; Jesus ‘‘led” them for the very last time,
The main thougt leadership, blessing, joy,
and praise—the development of worship. Then
the loving friend writes, and, as always, he talks
of love, love, love! He tells us that just at the
last Jesus wanted to hear some one say, I love
you; I'dolove you!” and then he said, * Tuke
care of the others” [ReadJohn 21,15-17.] You
see, we would not have known anything about
the star, and the shepherds, and Bethlehem, and
the very last message about telling the story to
everybody if John had been the only one who
wrote the story. We will be glad forever and
ever that the business man and the lawyer and
the doctor did not say, “ Let John tell it, for he
knows ; he can tell it better than I can.” This
teaches us a great lesson. Each one of us, each
little child, has a work to do and a story to tell

which is his very own. If he does not tell it in
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the way God’s Spirit teaches, it will be a great
purt missed aiways. Dear teachers, without
making the overpowering thought of individual
responsibility burdensome to the tender con-
sciousness of the dear, sensitive little hearts in
your care, inspire them with a desire to do what
i8 hclp(ul, to be trustful, to say what is gentle,
John’s message began with life and light and
ended with love,

Narure WoRrk, Have a lesson in observation,
What do the children see these rare June days?
Near the mountains, at the shores, in the city,
the teeming life of nature teaches lessons broad,
deep, and high. The teacher may be prepared
to talk of grass. It is so common that the little
ones may forget it as they look at trees and birds
and sky. Take some grass with you to Sunday
school.  You could talk a whole hour about it,
with its wonderful uses and sequences. God has
made the pictures which we see in the landscape ;
the beauty of outline and color he has given to
Lis children, and this is one way of showing his
love for us. In some parts of ‘““all the world,”
where people live who have not heard the story
which we have been talking about, the pictures
of nature are more beautiful than in the north
country. It seems as if God would nttract the
little children by the gay birds and bright flow-
ers while they are waiting, waiting for some one
to tell them the story. Will you tell it? If you
are too little to go, you may help send some one
now, and you can wait until you are larger and
stronger—then if God’s voice says you may go,
will you ?

SciENCE AT HOME WITH THE MOTHER, At
home the mothers may talk of different races and
colors of the people of * all the world.,” Faces
are different in color and form (features), but all
can think and speak and act—and love! They
need to know the story.

Whisper Songs for June,

TENTH LESSON,
Dear Lord, when smitten, thou didst take
All pain in silence for my sake.
If I must suffer, let me be,
O loving Lamb of God, like thee,

ELEVENTI LESSON,
Dear Lord, when going down to death,
And sighing out thy mortal breatl,
Thou didst to me thy Spirit give,
That sin may die and love may live,

TWELFTH LESSON,
0 Lord divine, since death is o'er,
Thon art alive for evermore,
And I, because I trust in thee,
Shall live for evermore with thee,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMALY DEPARTMENT,
Second Quarter,

PRAISE SERVICE,
Teacher, Praise waiteth for thee, O God,
8INGING, “ We praise thee, O God.”
PRAYER SERVICE,
Teacher. To whom do we pray ?
Class. To God our Father and Friend,
7. Why do we need to pray ?
C. Because we are weak and helpless.
7. What promise has God given us ?
C. “Call upon me, and I will answer thee,”
Wiisrer RECITATION,

““The Lord is in his temple holy,
Let all the children silence keep,
Let every head be bowed most lowly,

And eyes be closed as if in sleep.”
PrAYER (closing with the Lord’s Prayer).
GIVING SERVICE.

Teacher. Why should we be glad to give to
God ¢

Class. *“ Freely ye have received, freely give."

7. What is God’s great gift to us?

C. *“God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son,”

OFFERINGS TAKEN,

CONSECRATION PRAYER.

Take our little gifts, dear Saviour,
With our love so true ;

Bless and use them in thy service,
Bless and use us, too,

BIRTHDAY SERVICE,
SUPPLEMENTAL TEACHING,
MorioN EXERCISE,

“ I'm going to have my two little hands

Help me remember the 8aviour's commands ;

There are 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

The first that were sent to the children of
men,

Then there’s ‘Pray without ceasing,’ and
¢ Come unto me,’

And ‘Love one another as I have loved
thee ;'

There’s ‘Let your light shine,’ and *Re-
member the poor,’

* Be patient, forgiving, be holy and pare.’

‘Let no man deceive you;’ the Bible is
true ;

These words were all written for me and for
you,”

[Count on the fingers each number a d each
command.]

LessoN TAUGHT.

Ecno PRAYER,

ParTING WorDs, (Al recite.)

‘* Now the time has come to part,
Lord, come near to every heart,
Go thou with us as we go,

And be near in all we do.”
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Above the Rest this Note Shall Swell.

| Arranged from an old melody by C. W. .
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3 But lo! a place he hath prepared 5 While thou art intimately nigh,
For me, whom watchful angels keep ; Who, who shall violate my rest ?
Yea, he himself becomes my guard ; Sin, earth, and hell I now defy ;

He smooths my bed, and’ gives me sleep. I 'lean upon my Saviour’s breast.

4 Jesus protects ; my fears, be gone ;
What can the Rock of ages move ?
Safe in thy arms I lay me down,
Thine everlasting arms of love.

6. I rest beneath the Almighty's shade ;
My griefs expire, my troubles cease ;
Thon, Lord, on whom my soul is stayed,
Wilt keep me still in perfect peace.
—Charles Wesley.

*This piece may also be sung to the hynin * God of My Life, Through all My Days,"—146 Canadian Hymnal.
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Those desiring
Lesson Helps

should order at
once as stock is
diminishing. . ,

Lesson
Helps—

Peloubet's Select Notes
With illustrations, maps, pictures,
Cloth ..

Illustrative Notes

\ Guide to the Study of the Sunday-sehool
Lessons, By Hurlbut & Doherty. "Cloih
Monday Olub Sermons
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-school
Lessons for 1898, By eminent preachers.
Cloth . § vave .
Berean Lesson Books
, Beginners, No,
No. 3, The Senior,
Golden Text Booklets
Sunday -school Lessons and Daily Bible
Readings, with Golden Texts and Bible
Facts. ~ Each, 3 cents, Per dozen ,
Pocket Lessons for Sunday -schools
With Golden Text and Memory Verses,
Each, 5 cents. Ier dozen e
The International Sunday-school
Lessons, 1898
In both the Common and Revised Version,
Lo e

WE PAY POSTAGE

The Intermediate,

Alphabet of
First Things in
Canada_

A Ready Reference Book of
Canadian Events....

By GEORGE JOHNSON
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society of
London, Eng., ete., ete.

Third Edition.

LIMP CLOTH, 50C., POSTPAID
AW WS

The author of this valuable little compen-
dium, has very generously placed with us for
disposal 500 copies, the proceeds of sale to
be applied directly to the Superannuation
Fund. We trust they will be sold quickly.

Che Making of the
Canadian ({est~~re

BY
REV. R. C. MAcBETH, M.A.

Author of *“ The Selkirk Settlers in Real Life"

With Portraits ana Hlustrations

Price, $1.00, Postpaid

. —Musings of the Old—The Pathos and Peril
L rmed Kebellion—The Plot Thickens —Some
Counter-Efforts and their Results—Collapse of the Re.
bellion——The Making of a Province- Contact with the
ide World—A “Boom” and Another Rebellion—
gning on the Prairies Rebellion at an End—

ious and Educational Development,

- )luu{ requests from the readers of his book on
‘The Selkirk Settlers in Real Life' have led the
author, the Rev, R. G, MacBet
history down to recent date
Mr. MacBeth is a native of the country,and belonvs
wa connection that came into close contact with
* principal men and incidents of the earlier days,
a8 a student, lawyer, soldier and
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A NEW BOOK
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. Bearer "

mrrvrrmerees S, R. Crockett
Author of *Lilae Sunbonnet," « Cleg Kelly,” ete.,

Paper, 75¢c. - Cloth, $1.25 - Postpaid
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Mr. Crockett stands on ground that he has
made his own in his romance 8f the Scottish
Covenanters, The story opens in 1685, * The
Terrible Year,” with a vivid picture of the
pursuit of fugitive Covenanters by the Dra-
Hﬂ(l"".

The hero, who becomes a covenanting minis-
ter, sces many strange and stirring adventures,
The charming love story which runs through
the book is varied hy much excellent, fighting
and many picturesque incidents, *“The Stand-
ard Bearer” is likely to be ranked by readers
with Mr. Crockett’s most successful work,
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U, W, COATES, Montreal.
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In His Steps.  ** What Would Jesus Do?
By Rev. Charles M. Sheldon

I'he Crucitixion of Phillip Strong

By Rev

C. M. Sheldon
Captain Polly. A Story tor the Young
By Sophie Sweet.
By A. L. O. K

The Story of a Needls

Ihe Safe Compass and How It Points By
Rev. R. Newton, D.D

Aldersyde. A Border Story. By Annie N
Nwan

The Story of John G. Paton By Rev

B.A
By Mrs, AL G

James Paton
Lion, the Mastift
10¢. each.

A\ New Book
By Pansy

Savigny

As in a Mirror. By Pansy
Overruled
Making Fate
What They Couldn’t. By Pansy
Only Ten Cents. By Pansy
The Silver Casket. By A L. O, K
Wreath of Indian Stories. By A, L. 0. 1
House Beautiful: or, The Bible Musenm
By A. L.O. E
Little \WWomen
Little Men
Black Brauty. By
The Birds in My Garden

O0¢. each,

By Louise M. Alcott

Anna Sewell

By W.'1

Gireem

Ihe Children of Abbotsmuir Manse By
Louisa M. Gray
Dunalton :  The Story of Jack nd  His

By Louisa M. Gray

Ihe Early Choice. A Book for Danghtey
By the late Rev W. K. Tweedie, D.D

Nelly's Teachers, and What They Learned
By Lounisa M. Gray

Earnest Women: Their Efforts, Stra
and Triumphs. By J. Johnson

Stories of the Lives of Noble Women A
series of Biographical Sketches of Hlus
trious Women who have won for them
selves a Name in History.

Life of Queen Victoria, A Book for Young
People

A Lonely Lassie

Guardians,

By Sarah Tytle:

Through Storm to Calm: A Tale of Last
Century. DBy Emma Leslie,
Aiming Higher; or, Perseverance and

Faithfulness Trivmphant. By Rev. | 5
Wilson.
Above Rubies; or, Memoirs of Chvistian

Gentlewomen. By Miss Brightwell.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
0. W. COATES, Montreal.

WESLEY BUILDINGS, "

Ada and Gerty 3 or, Hand-in-Hand Heaven

ward. By Louisa M. Gray.

Birdie's Resolve, and How it was Accom
plished. A Story for Childven. By K
Everett-Green

Pitus: A Comrade of the Cross. By F. M
Kingsley

$1.00 each.
Phe Guinea Stamp. By Annie 8. Swan

A Lost Ldeal
Elizabeth Glen, M. B
13y
Father Fabian
Grey and Gold
Violet Vaughan
Canonbury Holt
Thornycroft Hall
Fortune's Favourite
Emilia’s Inheritance
Hushands and Wives
A Woman's Patience
The Story of Penelope
The Heirs of Errington
The House of Bondage
The Bradenells of Brade
Heartsease in the Family.
Grey House at Endlestone, St
Montmorency's Money.
t Wreford's Daughter.
ortunes of Cyril Denham
Married Life ; or, The Story of Philipr and
Fdith
Our New
ances,

Fava Jaxe WorBoisk,
Margaret Torvington
Mande Bolingbroke
Millicent Kendrick
Ninglehurst Manor
Oliver Westwood
SivJulian’'s Wife
Warleigh's Trust
His Next of Kin
Joan Carishroke
I'he Abbey Mill
Fsther Wynne
Amy Wilton
Helen Bury
Lady Clarissa
Beetha's.
(hrystabel
Overdale
Nissie

Keeping up Appent

House 1 o

By
By Still Waters
Gold and Dross,

FowarD GARRETT
Family Fortunes
Her Object in Life
The Dead Nin Doing and Dreaming
At Any Cost Equal to the Occasio
Life's Long Battle Won,
Preminms Paid to Experience
Occupations of a Retired Life.
Paul: A Herald of the Cross
Kingsley

By F. M

5 each,

Wyndham's Daughter A New Book. By
Annie S, Swan.

Women Who Win. By Wm. M. Thayer

Little Miss Wardlaw. = By Louisa M. Gray

The Ne'er-do-Weel, By Annie Swan

A Stormy Voyager £t

A Victory Won, b

A Bitter Debt g "

The King of the Park, By Marshall Saw
ders, anthor of Beautiful Joe.

TORONTO, ON
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.
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