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Mprs. Traill’s Works.

COT AND CRADLE STORIES. Edited by Mary
Agnes FitzGibhon. With portraif and illustra
tions hy A, Dickson Patterson, R.C.A. $1 00

PEARLS AND PEBBLES ; or, Notes of an 0ld
Naturalist. With Biographical Sketch by Mary
Agnes FitzGibbon, With portrait and illustra-

tions. Second edition 150
LOST IN THE BACKWOODS. A Tale of the
Canadian Forest. With 32 engravings . 0%
IN THE FOREST; or, Pictures of Life and
Scenery in the Woods of Canada. With 19
illustrations b o . 07
CANADIAN WILD-FLOWERS. With Botanical
Description by Mrs. Catharine Parr Traill, Em-
bellished by 10 full-page plates of ou .
Wild-Flowers, drawn and coloured by hand by
Mrs. Chamberlin, 6 00
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For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. It soothes
the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, cures wi. 4
colic, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the best
remedy for diarrhwa. Twenty-five cents a bottle. Sold
by all druggists throughout the world.
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59 BEEKMAN STREET
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SPECIALTY:
Fine BOOK, CUT and

HALF-TONE BLACKS.

THE NEW WOMAN

Is Gaun to play the RORIN’ GAME
this winter. They can get in their neebors tae hae a
freendiy 4 ¢ on 4 winter's nicht in their ain parlour,
Noo, isn't th roun? Jist think o't, keepin’ the guid-
man at hame rlin’,  Weel, ve'll want tae ken hoo that
kin be daen, Let's tell ye. Hene it 1s 1

(Patented 1896.)
We hae got a fine curlin® board, sax or seeven feet lang,

wi' a high polished centre for the ice (ve dinna need tae
wait till it freezes), a’ marked off wi' hog line an’ tee, Four
pair black curlin’ stanes, numbered so as ye'll ken ,\ern_in.
an' four pair o' red anes, O, it's a’ complete wi' fu’ in-
structions hoo tae play and coont, tak’ sides, an’ a’ the
price for the hale thing is
Hoard, $3.00 ; Board and Table, $4.50.
Write an’ get ane frae ye're anld acquaintance,

J. K. CRANSTON, - Galt, Ont.

BLINDNESS PREVENTED

The Absorption Treatment a Success. Hun

dreds successfully treated for all diseases of the

eyes or lids without or risk at their homes

and at our Sanitarium,the largest and most sue-

cessful fustitution in America. “Don’t wait to be

bhnd.” Pamphlet Free, &

BEMIS EYE SANITARIUM, Glen Falls, N. Y. 1
Services for the Sun.

day School with new

ta

Christmas Carols and Recita-

tions, also new features not found in others, send 15¢
for samples of our 3 latest, Cantata:—Santa Claus and
His Flves, very fine, 30c. A 16 page Xmas music cata-
alogue FREE. "GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO.,

Chicago, 940 W. Madison st, New York, 44 k. 2ird st.

o T T T U A SO RSP M N Y AT SR
Lasting Effects. g

Rev. HY. CArTER, Maddock, PEI
the tollowing under date June, 18! ipossible for
my wife to find words to praise yc « for what it has
done for her.  She suffered with wate h and awful dis
tress in fact, she was in misery all last winter, so much so that
she could not bear to have her clothes on, so I thought |
would get her some K.0,¢, Each dose seemed to tell, and
long before she took two bottles she was cured, « nd can 8
now eat anything 3
This letter shows the great merit of I, .. and the fol q
lowing shows that its effects are lasting Carter writes 8
us July 31st, 1896, more than a year later, ome time ago
I sent you a letter testifying to the value of your wonderful &
K.D.C. tomy wife. Sh 1l enjoying good health, with no B
signs of her old trouble , sufferers. K.0.C, Pilly 4
are splendid for the liver and bowels

B AT T LR ST VA TR 16 TR
CURES
Impure Blood
Dyspepsia
Liver Complaints
Biliousness
Kidney Troubles
Scrofula.

\ Wrote

pringfield
It

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in th’ Magasine, you will obl“;M

pudlisher, aswell as the advertiser, by

stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY Somcon
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The Past Year.

THE year is past and over.
What has it done for thee ?
Hast thou grown in love and each Christian
race !
Hast thou giown more meet for the heavenly
lace ?
What may the record be ?

The year is past and over ;
Gone are its golden days
In the which to serve the dear Lord of love
And to lay uﬁ treasure for realms above,
Winning the Master's praise.

The year is past and over.
Say, hast thou spent it well ?
Hast thou lived each hour with a purpose true ?
Hast thou done each task thou wert called to
b

ao?
What does the record tell ?

The year is past and over,
Save but a breath for prayer ;
For the tasks undone, for the evil wrought,
O thou God of grace, is forgiveness songht—
Farewell, farewell, Old Year !

—Robert M. Offord.

Was Solomon Saved ?

BY REV. J. C. JACKSON, SEN., PH.D.

WHiLE we cannot be absolutely sure of Solo-
mon’s salvation, we may be almost certain.
Speaking by divine inspiration to David before
the young prince’s birth, Nathan declared in

be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men ; but my mercy
shall not depart away from him, as ] took it
from Saul.” Saul had landed in utter, irrecon-
cilable, permanent unlikeness to God, and so
was finally lost. But, unlike him, Solomon,
though wandering far from God in sin, was
amenable to the chastisement of a son, which
was not for destruction, but recovery. There-
fore God's mercy did not finally depart from
him. This teaching of his ultimate walvation
seems clear,

So also seems the words of Nehemiah, Six
hundred years after Solomon’s death the pro-

het wrote: “ Did not Solomon king of
srael sin by these things? yet among many
nations was there no king like him, who was
beloved of his God.” Here is a full recog-
nition of the sin of his intermarriage wit!
heathen wives and his consequent idolatry.
But the inspired writer appears plainly to
teach that his guilt did not deepen and darken
into final apostasy. At last he was *‘ beloved
of his God,” as still having something savable
in his nature.

(iod’s love and grace are well-nigh invincible,
While He will terribly punish, it is in compas-
sion. He will save all ¥{eca.n. ‘“ He remember-
eth that we are dust.” There is enough un-
certainty about Solomon’s fate to make us
beware of presuming upon God’s mercy ; and
yet hope enough to forbid despair for any
soul which, amid its sins, retains one linger-
ing remnant of divine light.—Sunday-school
Journal.

PrAY for no particulur ‘blessings, but for

| that state of mind that will make His will

God’s name : ““Iwill be his father, and he shall | ours,—Heylin.
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OUR PUBLICATIONS.
Christian Guardian, wookl{
Methodist Magazine and Re
Magazine an and Guardian or

YD 1o, vvosseonsiieosazieerossrinuias
Magazine and Review,

Review,

Wal
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly
Sunday-school Banner, monthly .
Onward, 8pp. 4to, wee\(ly, under 5 copies ..
5 copies and upwards
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weekly,
Less than 20 copies ...
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10 copies and upwards. ... N
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Berean Leaves, 100 copies th
Berean Quarterly, 100 copies r%unrter. 2
Quarterly Review Service. {,l e year, 24
cents a dozen ; $2 per 100. Per quarter, 6
cents a dozen; Per100.......occeverareees 0
— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
DR Publisher, Toronto.
C. W. Coa 8. F. HugsTIs,

Meth. book Foom,

65t Caiherine St
2176 St. Catherine St.,
é Halifax, N.S.

Montreal, Que.

Sundap School Hanner,

w. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1897.

The New Year.

TrAVELLERS among the Alps are often so
hemmed in by mountains on every side, so en-
shrouded by fogs or blinded by snow-storms,
that they cannot well discover how far they
have journeyed or in what direction. But
when they climb some 16ty hilitop, above the
clouds and storm, they can trace all their path-
way through the valleys, and see how every
turn and winding of the road was necessary to
overcome some obstacle or to escape some
danger.

So these anniversary seasons of the year are
hill-tops, as it were, which we may climb, and
looking back with gratitude, see all the way
which the Lord our God has led us, and look-
lnf forward to the unknown future, implore
His guidance and trustfully fare onward in our
life journey.

What to us is darkness, to Him is day,
And the end He knoweth,

And not on a blind and aimless way
The spirit goeth.

As we look back ‘upon life’s pathway during
the past year, or during the whole of our past
| ves, we shall doubtless find that God has led

us by a way that we knew not, by a wey that
we might not have chosen for ourselves, but
a way that has been wise and good and true.
And when, at last, from the vantage ground
of (lhe higher, nobler life of heaven, where our
souls

«Shall summer high in bliss upon the hills of
God,”

with cleaver vision, and with eyes purged by
AEiritull euphrasy, we shall look down upon
the present life and shall find that every
« crook in the lot,” that every winding of our
mortal career has been wisely ordered by
Divine Providence to save us ¥rom peril and
bring us safe home.

These anniversaries are also mile-stones by
which we may measure our pro{eu to the
celestial city. Some of us may have passed
but a few of these, and the miles may seem
ve? long ; but others of us passed very many,
and as we look back the distance between
them seems very short, till in the remote dis-
tance they blend indistinctly into each other,
just as in looking down a pillared colonnade
the columns seem to approach closer and closer,
till at last, in the distant vanishing point, they
blend into one. And some of us may be near
the end of our mortal journey., For us there
may be few mile-stones left, or we may have
already passed the last ove, and it may be
recorded in the book of doom concerning some
of us, ‘‘Set thy house in order, for this year
thou shalt die.”

New Year's Stock-Taking.

It will be well for us all, as do merchants of
their worldly goods at this season of the year,
to take stock of our spiritual possessions: to
ask, Are we holier than we were a year ago?
Are we happier? Have we more power over
sin, or has sin more power over us? What
usury have we gained of our Lord's talent en-
trusted to our care? Let us remember that
now are we nearer to our salvation or to our

d tion, to our endless happ or woe,
than we were a year ago.

We ought to be much wiser in the things of
God. We have been sitting for another year
at the feet of Jesus, learning the lessons of His
love, listening to the words of Him whe spake
as no man ever spake. Have they been en-

rafted into our hearts? Have they brought
orth the peaceable fruits of righteousness in
our lives? What result have we seen from our
labours? Have any of our scholars been
brought to God? Have any gone home re-

joicing to the skies? Are some upon the r
thither who a year ago were on the downward
Thank God, our

labours as a Church on

th ?
| g:hall of the children committed to our care,
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have not been in vain. Over two thousand
of the scholars in our schools have been
savingly converted to God, and are now re-
joicing in the way to heaveon.

Let us rise to the height of our opportunit,
and privilege during the coming year, and see
to reap fuller sheaves for the immortal harvest
of the skies than we ever did before.

As with devout gratitude for the mercies of
the past we exclaim,

““ Here I'll raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come,”

let us also set up our standard and say—* In
the name of the Lord we wiil go forward.”
Although the future be unknown, and have
in store for us many trials and sorrows, yet if
(3od go with us, of whom or of what shall we
beafraid? Let us then with renewed consecra-
tion of ourselves, our time, our talents, all we
have and are, to the service of GGod, essay
cheerfully the duties of the present, and trust
Him for grace to supply every need of the
future. Soon life’s circling years will all be
t. May we all be permitted then to assem-
le in our Father’s house on high, the everlast-
ing home of the soul, with all the objects of
our earthly solicitude, the scholars for whose
welfare we have laboured, and be able to say
to the Master, *‘ Lo, here are we, and the chil-
dren whom Thou hast given us.”  There
through an unending year shall we sit together
at Jesus' feet, and learn new lessons of His
love, and with nobler powers and loftier facul-
ties than we here possess, serve Him day and
night in His holy temple on high,

Excursion to Europe.

SEVERAL events of special interest will take
place in Great Britain and on the Continent
during next summer. One of these is the
World’s Sunday-school convention in London
inJuly. The last of these conventions was in

' Chancellor Burwash on “Valeria.”

Valeria, the Martyr of the Catacombs: A
Tale of Early Christian Life in Rome. By
the Rev, W, H. Wirnrow, D.D. Toronto :
William Briggs.

We have few men in our Canadian Methpd-
ism with the uliar literary gifts of Dr,
Withrow. Hisis the rare power o painting life
pictures ; of grasping, with the sympathetic in-
tuition of genius, the living significance of the
dry facts which are recorded on monuments or

talogued in cyclopedias, and of moulding
them into pictures instinct with life and truth.
The work before us is such a picture. The
materials are familiar only to those versed in
later classical literature and primitive Chris-
tian archeology, in both which tields Dr. With-
row is a master. They are here presented in
a form comprehensible by a child, and yet of
intense interest to a grave and reverend stu-
dent of church history.  For ourrising ministry
and for our Epworth Leaguers this is a rarely
valuable book, troducinf the reader almost as
by a magician’s wand to familiarity with early
chapters in the history of the Christian Church,
chapters which immediately preceded the final
triumph of Christianity in the Roman Empire,
The mechanical execution is in the best style of
the Book Room and beautifully illustrated.
The book is just the thing for every Sunday-
school library, or for a Christmas present.

The Oldest Magazine in Canada
and the Most Fully lllustrated.

Tue Methodist Magazine and Review for
January begins its forty-fifth volume with a
vigorous number. A splendidly illustrated
article describes ‘* The Children’s Crusade,” in
which 100,000 boys and girls set out for Pales-
tine, most of whom met with a tragic fate by
f , or shipwreck, or slavery. Another

1880, when a large number of delegates from
Canada accompanied Dr. Withrow’s excursion
to London. The completion of the sixtieth
year of her Majesty’s reign will also be cele-
brated with very imposing patriotic displays.
These will run through several weeks and will
be a great attraction to summer tourists to the
Old Land. There is also to be held for several
months in the city ot Brussels, an Interna-
tional Exposition of art and industry which
f)romilgl to be of great interest. The Rev.

r. Withrow, who has conducted several ex-
carsions to Europe, will be prepared to take
charge of a select excursion during this sum-
mer. Any n wishing further information

may obtain it by writing to him at the Meth-
odist Publishing House, ﬁ'oronto.

article, with many illustrations, is ‘‘In the
Black Belt,” describing especially the negro
preaching and the strange, weird, patheti
camp-meeting melodies. The music of several
of the most striking of these is given. *The
Boer's Daughter ” is a stirring illustrated story
of the British war in South Africa. ‘‘The
Miseries of the Palace” recounts the pathetic
life story of the Polish Countess Krasinski,
great grandmother of both the reigning King
and Queen of I“li‘. Prof. Reynar writes
E}lmmtly on the ‘‘ Faerie Queene,” the great
nglish poem. An article of great interest is
that by Dr. Abel Stevens, on ‘‘ Mary Somer-
ville,” the most remarkable woman scientist
who ever lived. A popular science paper
throws much light on the antiquity of man.
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«The Warden of the Plains,” or the cow-boy
preacher, by Dr. Maclean, is a very graphic
sketch of Canadian prairie life. A noble char-
acter study of ‘‘St. Paul, the Missionary,”
throws much light on the Sunday-school
lessons for the year. A well illustrated ac-
count of the gold fields of Ontario, and up-to-
date de}nrtmrnu of the World’s Progress,
Current Thought, Popular Science and the like,
make up a splendid number.

This magazine should circulate much more
largely in schools than it does. It already
goes to many schools, and has been taken year
after year in-numbers from two to as high as
forty. For this purpose it is given at $1.60 a
year, the cheapest reading schools can get—
always fresh and varied. Give it a trial and
you will not be without it. Now is the time
to subscribe. Send orders to Rev. William
Briggs, Toronto ; C. W. Coates, Montreal ; or,
Rev 8. F. Huestie, Halifax.

The Historic Episcopate.*

BY THE REV. T. G. WILLIAMS, D.D.

SoMETIMES a great service is rendered by
doiny that which to some may appear unneces-
sary. The boldness and persistence with
which some Anglicans present what they call
“The Historic Episcopate” demands refuta-
tion, or by mere repetition unchallenged the
unwary may be misled,

Since Leo XIII has so rudely, yet truth-
ful. *, denied the claim of the Church of Eng-
land o a valid ministry on their own theory,
we may expect that the Historic Episcopate
sham will be pressed with new vigour. It is
really the old *‘ Apostolie-Succession” claim
with a new name, re-baptized because of the
known absurdity of the old name.

Dr. Cooke, with judicial fairness, tries th s
Keclesiastical ** Tichborne Claimant.” After
a knowledge of the romantic claim of this His-
toric Episcopate w.tion one might say, ** They
might have been passed by in silence if they
hag not appealed to history.” To the bar of
history Dr. Cooke takes them, and by the
touch of that Ithuriel spear lays prone in the
dust this new claimant to historical endorsa-
tion,

After reading this calm, cogent and masterly
refutation of the claims of the Anglicans,
one’s wonder increases that any could so warp
his judgment as to accept their theory, or so
fortify himself as to openly profess a belief in
that which is simply an affront to all reliable
and unbiased history.

“The * Historic Episcopate,” by Rev. Dr. Cooke, New
York : Eaton & Main,

those discussed by Dr. Cooke :

*“Was Archbishop Parker ever formally
consecrated, or was he * created ’ an Archbishop
by Queen Elizabeth’s mandate alone?”

*\What is the historical value of the docu-
ments on which the validity of the processes
by which it is claimed Parker was consecrated
in harmony with canon law is established ?”

* What are the probabilities regarding the
much vaunted Lambeth Register? Is it one of
the many forgeries of that age?”

“The illegality of the Edwardine Ordinal
by which it is claimed Dr. Parker was conse-
crated.”

The book is strong throughout, the argu-
ment conclusive, and the historical evidence
crushing. It grinds the Historic Episcopate
into an impalpable powder. Chapter 8, on
the ordination of Wesley by a Greek bishop,
and 9, on the Episcopal ordination of Dr.
Coke, contain much interesting information
and exhibit fine dialectic skill, but do not
tend to materially strengthen the attitude
taken by Methodism regarding the validity of
our ordination, which rests upon the Scriptural
identity of presbyter and bishop as an ecclesi-
astical order. The book is a valuable contri-
bution at the present moment, and should be
read by every searcher after truth regarding
this matter.

N N ——

The followim{) vital questions are among
Y

New Sunday-school Books.

Tue Wesleyan Conference Office, London,
under the able management of the Rev. Chas.
Kelly, issues the best and cheapest series of
Sunday-school books that we know. They are
illustrated with life-like sketches by Mr.
Tressider, and are of special interest to Meth-
odist readers as being largely on Methodist
themes. They can be placed without hesitancy
in all our Sunday-school libraries, which is
more than can be said of some other so-called

Sunday-school books. Our Book Rooms at
Toronto, Montreal and Halifax keep full lines
of these admirable issues. Among the recent
issues are the following :

What he did for Convicts and Cannibals, Some
account of the life and work of the Rev.
Samuel Leigh, the first Wesleyan Miksion-
ary to New South Wales and New Zealand.
By Axvie E. Keeuisc. London: Charles
H. Kelly. Toronto: William Briggs.

The story of Methodist missions in Australia
and New Zealand is one of thrilling interest.

So degraded were the man-eating New Zeal-

anders that they knew not the properties of
boiling water, and, endeavouring to steal
meat out of a pot, exclaimed that the water
But the missionary’s

had bitten their hands.
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wife found a way to the hearts of the an
mothers by caressing and fondling their chil-
dren. The faithfulness and zeal of the mission-
ary created a moral reformation among the
cannibals of New Zealand and the convicts of
New South Wales,

Caleb and Beckey. By Cuaries R. Parsons,

Same publishers,

Mr. Parsons has created a special Methodist
literature of blended allegory and narrative in
his ““Man With the \Vgite Hat,” and other
stories. A new one frem his pen will always
be read with eagerness. There is » robust and
manly riety about his tales that wake one in
love with religion. He has iso a ringin,
utterance on the drink queciion that wi
strengthen the hands of th: iperance work-
ers in both the Old World the New.

A Pioneer of Social Christianity, Count Zinzen-
duorf. By FeLix Bover. Same publishers,
Early in the eighteenth century three chil-

dren were born wﬁo were largely to influence,

for evil or for good, the three kingdoms of Great

Britain, France and GGermany. These were

John Wesley, Marie Arouet Voltaire and

Nicholas Zinzendorf. The last is the virtual

founder of the Moravian Church, which has

been famous for ita piety and missionary zeal.

Count Zinzendorf largely influenced the Wes-

legl, and, through them, the Protestant world.

This is a biography. of so great importance that

we have placed it in good hands for the pre-

paration of a special article on Zinzendorf for
the Methodist Magazine and Review.

Mark Harvey, the Engine Driver, and other
Stories of Cornish Methodism. By W. Jaao.
Same publishers.

Cornwall is one of the strongholds of Meth-
odism in the old land. It contains many types
like Daniel Quorm and Brother Vivian. “Mr.
Jago knows his Cornwall well, and paints to
the very life its queer but noble characters.

John Rowan's Trusts. By Eprta M. EDWARDS:

Same phblishers.

Miss Edwards has already made a reputa-
tion as an interesting and instructive writer:
Her pictures of child-life are very sympathetic
and beautiful. Tt will delight every reader,
and is very fully and very well illustrated.
Robert  Forward: or, a Life's Regret. By

Harry LiNpsay. Same publishers.

Mr. Lindsay is the author of several strongly
written stories of Methodist life. In this tale
the evils of drink, gambling and kindred vices
are strongly set forth.

Three Children of Galilee. A Life of Christ
for Young People. By Jou~ Gorpon. Illus
trated. Boston: Joseph Knight Company.
Toronto : William Briggs. Price $1.50.
This is another attempt to reproduce for

young people the life and times of Jesus of Naz-

areth. It is written in easy and limpla style,
and gives very graphic pictures of life in Galilee
a.ndﬁudea in the time of our Lord. It will
deeply interest even the youngest readers, so
lucid is its style, while even the oldest may
have his imagination kindled by its descrip-
tions. A special feature of the book is its
numerous illustrations, of which there are one
hundred and thirteen. The writer, Dr. Gor-
don, is Professor of Church History in the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Omaha,
and is a liveal d dant of President Ed-
wards. He has endeavoured in this work to
help young qgople to know and love Jesus of
Nazareth, The three young people from whom
the book takes its title represent the three
{xrincipnl types of the era in which the scene is
aid. The pure, historical Hebrew type ap-
pears in Miriam, the daughter of Rabbi g:il’lll.
Solomon, the son of the Lord Chuza, Herod’s
steward, represents the Hellenized Hebrew
influenced by Greek culture and literature,
Titus, the son of the Roman centurion sta-
tioned at Capernaum, displays the character-
istics of the Roman race.

Waldtraut : A Story of the Forest. From the
German of M. Rudiger. By Sorny G.
CoLviy,  Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier. Toronto: William Briggs. Price
90 cents.

Like a chapter from a medi®val chronicle is
this story of old German life five hundred
years ago. It describes the stern feudal con-
ditions of both castle and cottage. Yet the
needs of the human heart are the same in every
age. The soul gropes in the darkness after
God and human affections throb nnder knightly
armour and peasant’s garb. The characters of
the pious old monks, of the gentle chatelaine
of the castle, of the rude Ritter and the stories
of the gentle Waldtraut in their happy ending
are vividly told in this interesting story. The
Germans have a genius for such domestic tales,
This is admirably translated and illustrated.

Gathered Gems of Song and Sto By H. L.
Hastings. Boston: Scriptural Tract Re-
pository. Toronto: William Briggs.

Mr. Hastings is well known as the publisher
of evangelical literature, and of his anti-infidel
library many tons have been circulated. Its
short stories of Jesus with appropriate pictures
will be an interesting addition to the Sunday-
school or family library,

WE hope our readers will preserve the
coloured map accompanying this number.
They will find i’ useful for reference in study-
ing the history of the early Church and
Travels of St. Paul. Of St. Paul’s third mis-
sionary journey we shall give a large map
later.
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Old and New Year.
Tue Old Year with its record
Is gone forever more ;
The New Year, full of promise,
Stands waiting at the door.

Ah, could we live it over !
So sigh we of the past ;

Live we the new as wish we now
That we had lived the last.

The past, its lessons teaching,
Wich guiding light should shine,

To warn from self-dependence
And lead to grace divine.

With high resolve and holy,
With purpose firm and true,

Let us go forth with meekness
God’s will and work to do.

— ) O

Canada Seen by American Eyes.

BY WILLIAM REYNOLDS,

I nAVE been attending the Ontario Provin-
cial Sunday-school convention, held at London,
October 27, 28 and 29. The Ontario conven-
tions are always good. This was no exception.
There were over six hundred delegates en-
rolled. A finer body of Christian men and
women I have not seen.

The clergy take more interest and attend
our conventions in Canada more than in the
United States. They show their wisdom in
keeping in touch with this most important
branch of Christian work. A minister should

on the ‘front lme” in Sunday-school
methods. I wish our theological seminaries
would place this department on an equal foot-
ing with other departments of study. A min-
ister should know how to conduct a Sunday-
school, from the primary to the normal class,
80 he will know how it ought to be done,
even if he is not called on to do it. He
skould also know how to teach, as well as
reach. If he is to be our leader, he should
now how to lead in the work,

There is no better field worker on either side
of the line than Alfred Day. God bless him,
and may his kind increase. We nced a large
crop of such men, and the means to support
thom in the work.,

Dr. John Potts’ address on ‘‘ Echoes from
the Boston Convention” was most inspiring.
He spoke of the devotional spirit that per-
vaded the entire sessions; of the admirable
reports of the Executive and Lesson Com-
mittees ; of the great gains that had been made

numerically, and improvements made in meth-
ods the past three years through more thor-
ough organization, and the inspiriog influences
of conventions, He said the Bible was the
great international and interdenominational
book, and upon it was our work founded. The
convention closed in a very impressive manner,
and the verdict was that it was one of the most
practical and helpful meetings ever held in the
Province.

I spent Sunday in Toronto. No such city
exists on this continent or any other. It is
like a breath from heaven to breathe the re-
ligious atmosphere of this place. A city of
200,000 inhabitants with not a street car run-
ning, nor a store, saloon, cigar stand or fruit
stand open on Sunday. No papers published
or sold on Sunday (not a Sunday pnrer pub-
lished in all Canada). The streets filled with
people going to or coming from church. Itis
a model city, a pattern to our Sabbath dese-
crating cities. I tell these people tney will not
enjoy heaven as much as we will, because the
change will not be so great.

From Toronto I went to Montreal. I find
the work progressing very favourably under
the charge of Mr. Geo. H. Archibald. This
Province is so largely composed of Roman
Catholics, outside of Montreal, that it is hard
to work along our regular lines. Some entire
counties have not a Protestant school, and
others one, two and three each. But progress
is being made. While our method of organiza-
tion is splendidly adaptcd to almost every
State or Province, yet there are places where
other methods must be used, and the Province
of Quebec is one.

The plan there is to ‘‘do the best you can
with what you have got.” Mr. Archibald
issues a call and programme for what he calls
‘s Sunday-school workers’ week.” It is
really an institute and county convention com-
bined. He sends a programme to the super-
intendent of each school in the county, town
or district, and asks for the names of all
officers, teachers and others, who will promise
to attend. He then sends a personal letter to
each of these persons, expressing his pleasure
at their acceptance of his invitation, etc. This
is a good idea, and is worthy of the considera-
tion of county and township officers in other
places, It insures a good attendance and an
interested audience.

WHAT PROF. HAMILL SAW,

One of the noteworthy incidents of the
Nova Scotia convention was the constant at-
tendance and interest on the part of the faculty
and president of the Nova Scotia Normal
School, located at Truro. Very hearty invita-
tions were extended by them to the two visitors
to address the students of their fine school. It
is a hopeful sign in our Sunday-school work
when these trained and accomplished secular
educators are interested in Suuday-school con-
vention work.




One of the unique and beautiful sights of
Halifax 4 the regular Sabbath service for the
British garrison. In their bright and pic-
turesque uniforms, with a splendid band, they
march under their officers to the ‘ garrison
chapel” and listen to their chaplain preach.
By courtesy of Capt. Winn, of the Royal En-
gineers, Miss VeHn and the writer were en-
abled to see the fine sight and to hear the
thousand manly voices sing ‘‘God Save the
Queen,” as we never heard it before. Capt.
Winn, a young man of thirty-seven, is already
a veteran, decorated with Her Majesty’s
medals for notable service, and his belnti¥ul
home and family will be a life-long pleasant
memory. Better than all else he is a valiant
and consecrated officer in the army of Jesus
Christ. — International Evangel.

——

The Stormy Days.

BY IDA KAYS.

‘1 aM sorry, indeed I am, to have only four
here to answer to their names to-day. Only
four out of thirteen!” repeated Mrs. Steele,
class-record in hand, standing before her Sun-
day-school class, like a stern judge about to
pronounce sentence.

““Suppose it isn't quite so pleasant as it
might be, we must make an effort to get here.
It isn’t encouraging to talk to empty seats.
You don't feel the same interest, I don’t feel
the same interest, and I hope this will not
occur again, It pays to come to Sunday-
school.”

Does it, Mrs. Steele ?

I could not but wonder if her class—her
four boys and girls—felt paid for braving wind
and cold, to sit and listen to an uninteresting
lesson finished off with a scolding for those—
who were not there.

Why could she not have made that lesson an
unusually attractive one, indulging in a little

rsonal talk with each of the venturesome
ew? She might even have told them a bright
cheery story, though they weren't little folks,
and made it a day for them—perhaps for her-
self—long to be remembered. .

Then next Sunday, when the sun shone, and
the seats were filled again, she could have
greeted her class with sweetest smile, and said :

““How glad I am to see you all here! You
don’t know how badly I felt” —and the face
would grow grave—‘‘ to have so many absent
last Sunday. But we had a good time,—we
always do on stormy days,—and I hope not
one of you will be scared away from Sunday-
school again.”

Even grown people feel the injustice and the
sting of having other people lashed over their
shoulders.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

vii

‘“It was & miserable, stormy day,” says an
old friend, ‘“and the few of us that ventured
out to church thought we deserved great credit
and a real spiritual treat; but what did we
get? A merciless scoring because so few were
there, We didn’t go home feeling very good
about it, either, nor strong in the determination
to be one of the few on the next stormy day.

This preacher was akin to Mrs. Steele, and
she is no creature of fancy,— just one of the
many whose temperature varies with the
atmosphere, and helps to freeze her class out
of the Sunday-school.—8. 8. Times.

Your Influence.

Tue late Mr. Spurgeon told the following
story : ““ When I go to Monaco, the grounds of
the’gambling hell there are the most beautiful
in the world, but I never go near them,
and why? Not because I think there is any
danger of my passing through the gardens to
the gambling tables. No! but a friend of
mine once related the following incident to
me: ‘One day M. Blanc met me and asked
me how it was that I never entered his grounds,
‘Well, you see,’ I said, ‘I never play, and,
as I make no return whatever to you, I hardly
feel justified in availing myself of the advan-
tages of your grounde.” ‘You make a great
mistake,’ said M. Blanc. ‘If it were not for
you, and other respectable persons like your-
self, who come to the grounds, I should lose
many of my customers who attend my gambl-
ing saloone. Do not imagine that because you
do mot play yourself, you do not by your
presence in the grounds contribute very ma-
terially to my revenue, Numbers of persons
who would not have thought of entering my
establishment feel themselves quite safe in fol-
lowing you into my garden, and from thence
to the gaming table the transition is very
easy.” After I heard that I never went near
the gardens.” So moderate drinking and its
social allurements are the garden which sur-
rounds the drunkard’s place of bondage and
ruin,

———————

SoME parents have the foolish notion that it
does a child no good to be compelled to attend
church. They do not reason this way about
attending school, or about the learning of
other wholesome habits. The boy who has
an aversion to daily washing his face or comb-
ing his hair is not allowed to exercise his
preference in these matters, He learns habits
of neatness, habits of study, habits of industry,
w being compelled to cultivate such habits.

hy not in the same way teack him habits of
reverence, of worship, of Sabbath observance,
and church-going *— Herald and Presbyter.
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LESSON I. CHRIST’S ASCENSION,.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND EPISTLES.

(Jan. 3.

GOLDEN TEXT. While he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven. Luke 24.51.

Avtiorized VERSION,
Acts 1, 1-14. [ Commit to memory verses 7-9.
[Read the remainder of the chapter.]
1 The former treatise have I made, O The-oph'i-
lus, of all that Je'sus began both to do and teach,

9 Until the day in which he was taken up, after

that he through the Holy Ghost had given com-
mandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen :

8 To whom also he showed himself alive after
his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen
o them forty days, and xpeaking of the things per-
taining to the kingdom of God:

4 And being assembled together with them, com-
manded them that they should not depart from
Je-ru'sa-lem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence.

6 When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Is'ra-cl?

% And he said unto them, It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the Father

Jhath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Toly
Ghost is come upon you: and yo shall be witnesses
unto me both in Je-ru <a-lem, and in all Ju-de’a,
and in Sa-ma'ri-n, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while

they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud re-|

ceived him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked steudfastly towurd
heaven as he went u\», behold, two men stood by
them in white appare

11 Which also said, Ye men of Gul'i-lee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven ¢ this same Je'sus,
which'is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have scen him go into
heaven,

12 Then returned they unto Je-ru'sa-lem from
the mount called OVi-vet, which i from Je-rusa-
lem a sabbath day’s journey.

3

18 And when they werc come in, they went up
into an upper roomi, where abode both Pe’ter, and
James, and John, and An'drew, Phil'ip, and
Thom'as, Bar-thol'o-mew, and Mat'thew, James
the son. of Al-phe’us, and Si‘mon Ze-lo'tes, and
Ju'das the brother ot Jumes. o

14 These all continued with onc accord in

prayer and supplication, with the women, and
Ma'ry the mother of Je'sus, and with his brethren,

1

Revisep VERSION.

1 The former treatise I made, O The-oph'i-lus,
concerning all that Je'sus began both to do and
to teach, until the day in which he was received
up, after that he had given commandment
through the Holy (Ghost unto the apostles
whom he had chosen : to whom he also showed
himself alive after his passion by many proofs,
appearing unto them by the space of forty
days, and speaking the things concerning the
kingdom of God: and, being  assembled
together with them, he charged them not to
depart from Je-ru'sa-lem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, said ke, ye heard
from me : for John indeed baptized with water
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence.

They therefore, when they were come to-
gether, asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at
this time restore the kingdom to Is'ru-el? And
he said unto them, It is not for you to know
times or seasons, which the Father hath sct
8 within his own authority. But ye shall reccive
power, when the Iloly Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Je-
Tu'sa-lem, and in ull Ju-de'a and Sa-ma'ri-a,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth., And
when he had said these things, as they were
looking, he was taken up 3 and a cloud received
him out of their sight. And while they were
Jooking steadfastly into heaven as he went, be-
hold, two men stood by them in white apparel ;
11 which also said, Ye men of Gal'i-lee, why stand
ye looking into heaven 1 this Je'sus, which was
received up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye beheld him going
into heaven.

Then returned they unto Je-ru'sa-lpm from
the mount called Ol'i-vet, which is nigh unto Je-
18 ru'sa-lem, asabbath day’s journey off. And when

they were come in, they went up into the upper

chamber, where they were abiding: both Pe'ter
and John and James and An'drew, Phil'ip and

Thom'as, Bar-thol’o-mew and Mat'thew, James

the son of Al-phm'us, and Si'mon the Zea'lot,

14 and Ju'das the son of James. These all with
one accord continued steadfastly in prayer, with
the women, and Ma'ry the mother of Je'sus,
and with his brethren.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Time.—According to the usual reckoning,
Thursday, May 18, A. D. 30. Place.—The
Mount of Olives, ncar Bethany. Rulers.—
Pontius Pilate, procurator (governor) of Judea;
Herod  Auntipas, tetrarch in  Galilee. Introe
duction.—Church history begins where Gos-
pel history closes, with the risen Lord about to
take leave of his followers,

Home Readings.
M. The Ascension. Acts 1. 1-14,
2w, The parting blessing, Luke 24, 44-53.
To the Father. John 16, 1-11,
. Forus, [Icb, 9, 23-28,
On the throne. Heb, 10, 1-13,
Head over all.  Eph. 1. 15
Alive for evermore. Rev.

Lesson Hymns.

No. 314, New Canadian Hymnal.
Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious.

No. 315, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, praise ye the Lord with a trumpet
sound.

No. 316, New Canadian Hymnal.
Golden harps are soundings

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Promise of the Father, v, 1-8,

What was Luke’s purpose in writing “the
former treatise "’ Luke 1. 1-4.

What is known about Theophilus ?

To what *‘ commandments " does Luke refer ?

How many times was the risen Jesus seccu, and
by whom ?

Why did Jesus appear only to his friends ?

Name the “infallible proofs” of the resurrection,

What *“proofs” does John name in his first
epistle ?

What other apostle sums up the proofs, and
where? See 1 Cor. 15, 5-8,

What was the chief subject of discourse during
the forty days?

What final command did Jesus give the disei-
ples?

By whom was the * promise” first given ?

What baptisms are here contrasted ¢

What personal experience do these baptisms rep-
resent !

What question did the disciples ask about the
kingdom ?

How much may we know of “the times and the
seasons?? Sec Matt, 24, 86, 42,

What duty would then follow ?
What was the chieftruth to which they were to
witness ! See Acts 2. 32,
2. The Farewell of the Son, v. 411,
What suddenly oceurred us Jesus ceased speak-
ing?
What warning had Jesus given of this event?
See John 13, 33,
Who appeared in the place of Jesus?
What was their question to the disciples ?
What promise did they give?
What was Jesus’s own promise of return? See
John 14, 1-3,
When will he return ¢
What says Paul about his coming? 1 Thess.
4. 16,
3. The Prayer for the Spirit, v. 12-14,
Where did the disciples at once go ¢
How far is a Subbath day’s journey ¢ John 11,18,
“In what place did the disciples assemble ?
What one of the twelve was absent?
What fate has befallen Judas ?
Who else were with the apostles ?
How were the company engaged ?
What was the probable burden of their prayer?

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. The Gospel rests on a firm foundation. The
resurrection of Jesus is an assured faet, “ We
have rot followed cunningly devised fables.” We
know—and therefore we testify.

2, The Holy Spirit gives power to Christian be-
lievers,. No witness can testify to what he does
not know ; noone can know Jesus as a Saviour
save by the help of the lloly Spirit. Sce 1 Cor.
12, 8.

8. Jesus is coming again, The time no man
knows, But “the same Jesus” will come in
power, in great glory, with angels and saints, to
welcome his own and take them to himself forever.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 18,

To what book does Luke here refer?

What great privilege is ours ?

How does Luke's gospel differ from the Acts ¢

By what proof did Christ show that he had

really risen ?

About what did he speak to the disciples?

Have we any duty but work ?

For what were they to wait?

When did it come ?

What wrong idea had they about Christ’s king-

dom ?

Why was their request refused ?

How would the Holy Ghost help them?

What were they to witness to?

If the Gospel is for all, how is it some will be

What gift would the Holy Ghost impart ¢

shut out ?
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2. Verses 9=11. Who cume and stood by them ¢
Who saw Christ ascend ? What did the angels say !
How was the ascension important ? What did the disciples go back to Jerusalem to
/ hat messengers uppeared ¢ dot
How will Christ’s second coming resewble the

Think About This!
Jesus is coming again some day.
He wants us to be ready for his coming.
He will give the Holy Spirit to “those who
‘ﬂ.ﬂli,"' to teach them how to get ready.

ascension !

3. Verses 12-14.
How far had they to returnd
Where did they abide !

For wvlmt three llfin:s was th'l:'ur prayer noted 1 THE LESSON CATECHISM.
How is the mention of the Virgin Mary remark- = g
able? [For the entire school.]
Who ware Christ's brethren ¢ 1. To whom did Jesus appear after his resur-
RLTIONS F , - reetion? To his disciples.
QUEsTIONS FOR YOUNGER 2. During how many days did he appear to

. .S(.‘ll“.l‘A"‘s' - ‘ them? During forty days.
How did the disciples feel after the resurrection? | gyt did he promise them? The power
What made them feel so ¢ \ > . 3 i i
: of the Holy Ghost.
How long did Jesus stay on carth after herose?| g “\What did he command them to bet Wit-
\\:II\'I‘l' 1!1.1 he meet the diseiples in .lrl'lhnlv?uf l nesses in his name.
Why did he want to tell them many things? | g " \What did he do at the end of forty duys?
Because he was about to leave them. He ascended to heaven. L
What did he bid them wait for in Jerusalem ¢ 6. Repeat the GOLDEN Texr. ¢ While he
What did he mean by the * promise of the | progsedy?? ete.

Father?” The gift of the Holy Spirit. i
Where may we read about this ?
Where did Jesns afterward lead the disciples ? OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,

What did they want to know ]
Why could he not tell them?
W hat took place on the top of ( MNivet !

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J. L. AURLBUT.
Aspects of the Saviour.

Not possible....holden. Acts 2. 24
Tath abolished death. 2 Tim. 1. 10.

| 1. What do you mean by religion? Our who'e
lduly to God our Creator.

1. As A FOUNDER.
All that Jesus began. v. 1.

The chief corner stone. Eph. 2. 20. | VI, As A PrOMISER.
Foundation....Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 8. 11 Ye shall receive power. v. 8.
11. As A WORKER. All power... .with you. Matt. 25, 18, 20.
Both to do. v. 1. o Christ which strengtheneth. Phil. 4. 13,
Went about doing good.  Acts 10. 38. VII. As DWELLING IN HEAVEN,
Works of him that sent me. John 9. 4, e was taken up. V. %

I go unto him that sent me, John 7. 33.
Ye cannot come.  John 13. 33,
V111, As Rervryivg 1o EarTi.

111. As a TEACHER.
And teach. v. 1.
Remember the words,  Acts 20. 35,

A teacher, . .. from God. John 3. 2. Shall so come, v. 11.
1V. As A LAWGIVER. 1 will come again. John 14.3.
Had given commandments. v. 2. Come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22. 20.
Whatsoever he suith,  John 2. 5. IX. As HEarING PRAVER, .
Whatsoever | command,  John 15. 14. (ontinued. . ..in prayer. V. 14.

V. As A CONQUEROR. Ask, and ye ghall reccive. John 16, 24,
Alive after his passion. V. 3. Ask....I willdo. John 14. 14,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

As the title indicates, the central scene in our lesson is the ascension of our Lord. But when wo

closely read these fourteen verses we find minor topies of interest. First, we have an introduction to

the Book of the Acts, which glides, apparently without consciousness on the part of the writer, into a
2 of the forty days between the resurrection and the ascension § then there are broken bits of con-

yesum
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versation between our Lord and his disciples, a fourth list of the apostics, and a glance at the manner
in which they waited for ¢ the promise of the Futher.” ¢ Luke,” says Bishop Ilervey, *is like a traveler
who, having gained a summit, stops a little while to survey the scene he has traversed. Ile marks the
sites which attracted his attention as he pussed—the rising knoll, the conspicuous wood, the sheet of
water, the open plain,  But he now observes objects not seen before, objects which add richness and
diversity to the seene; und so he udds them to his journal or his sketch. So the evangelist, having
pussed through the scenes of gospel story, and, being Jjust ubout to enter upon the history of the apostolie
Church, casts a lingering look over the closing days of our Lord’s carthly sojourn, recapitulates the in-
cidents which connect the gospel with the Acts, then udds some facts, throws in additional words from
the lips of the Master, and by u few touches of his pen heightens the beauty of the strange scene which
parted Jesus from his Chureh,” The resurrection and the many proofs thereof, the walk to Bethany,
the parting blessing, the ascension, the return of the apostles to Jerusalem, the continual prayers and
praises of the waiting diseiples—all these had been duly noted in the closing chupter of the gospel. But
Luke wishes, before en cring upon his new ground, to n rk more distinetly this mysterions border-
land, this strange period which belongs neither to the life of Jesus Christ on .earth nor to the history of
his Chureh, properly speaking—the days that intervene between the resurrection and the ascension.
Circumstances of which he may not have been previously aware he now states, such as the period of
forty days, the fact that the apostles did not lose sight of Jesus till he was enveloped in a clowd, and the
presence of two angels who announce his sure return.  The * homiletie essay,” which we thus condense,
shows that our lesson is a wonderful recapitulution and expansion of the closing narrative of the gospel.

Verse 1. The former treatise. Better,| Speaking. Conversing, communing. Of the
“ the first narrative ;” that is, the gospel written by | things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
Luke. Have I made. Better, “I made.” | “Things on which the twelve had for three years
Theophilus, Who this person was is not known. | thought more carefully and constantly than on any
In the dedication of the gospel by Luke he is re- | other topic; but their best thinking had becn er-
ferred to as ** most excellent,” which, if not a title, | roneous, and they now received instruction from
is at least a very complimentary phrase; it was | the King himself. Jesus led his disciples to look

used of Felix by Tertullus, Acts 24. 8, and of
Festus by Paul, Acts 26, 25, Theophilus means
“ Friend-of-God.” A brotherin-law of Caiaphas,
who suceceded him as high priest, and who prob-
ably was responsible for Paul's mission of persecu-
tion to Damascus, bore this name, which was not
uncommon, Of.  Better, “coucerning.” All
that Jesus began both to do and toteach.
Better, “All that Jesus did and taught from first to
last.” The juxtaposition of *“ do™ and *“teach ™ is
not without its implications. Jesus was a prophet
“mighty in deed and word,” Luke 24, 19,

2. Until the day. Better, “ until the very
day.” Takem up. Better, ‘“received.” After
that he throngh the Holy Ghost had given
commandments. Jesus gave his charge to
the apostles through (or *‘by”) the Holy Ghost.
“The 8pirit of the Lord” which was *“upon
him? spoke to them. The apostles whom he
had chosen. ‘ Those sent forth;” the twelve
selected messengers, Sec verse 18, from the list
of which Judas, of course, i omitted,

3. To whom also he showed himself
alive. Ten appearances of the risen Christ are
reported.  After his passion, * Passion”
means suffering, and includes death. Infallible
proofs, * Demonstrations,” Being seen of,
Better, **appearing unto,” a phrase which gives
the idea of recurring appearances and disappear-
ances, not of steady companionship, These fitful
visits were spread over forty days. This is the
only place where this note of time is given.

on Christianity as the coming into this world of a
supernatural kingdom, whose laws fulfilled (and in
that sense annulled) all other laws,

4. Being assembled together with them.
Better, *“ as he was assembling with them ”—that is,
during occasional and fleeting visits—he come
manded them. They should not depar
from Jerusalem, Read Micah 4. 2; Isa. 2.3,
Wait for the promise of the Father, Recad
Luke 24. 49,

5. John truly baptized with water, *In-
deed” is better than “truly.” John’s baptism
marked a distinet stage in the development of true
religion. It was epochal. Baptism was no new de-
vice, but the impressiveness of the *“baptism of
John” far outmessured any other, whether by
rabbi or by apostle. It stood for the most genuine,
radical, pervasive rcentance the world had ever
seen. Just as an Englishman dates the birtl of
British liberty from the signing of the Magna
Charta, so Jews and Gentiles by the thou-and,
even those whonever believed Jesus,dated a great
moral reformation from John's baptism. But ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.
Remember that in our Lord’s life his converts were
baptized, a fact to which allusion is not often made.
John 3. 22, by itself would indicate that our Lord
himself baptized his followers; John 4. 1, 2, may
mean that he always performed the ceremony by
proxy, or it may mean that at the time referred to
he had ceased to baptize, having delegated that
duty to his disciples. Likethe * baptism of John,”
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that of our Lord was “an outward and visible
sign:” but the baptism which the disciples were
now to receive was neither symbol nor outward ob-
servance ; it wus a profound spiritual exper

6. When they therefore were come 0=
gether. This is probably a reference back to
verse 4. Wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel? They had no
other expectation than that the kingdom of Christ
was to be at once established, That expectation
had been extinguished by the erucifixion, but just
as soon as they saw the Lord alive again it was re-
vived with double foree, especially as our Lord had
Jjust promised, verse 5, some unusual experience
not many days hence.

7. It is not for you to know the times or
the seasons. Sce Matt, 24, 36; Mark 13, 32;
1 Thess. 5. 1, 2; 2 Peter 3. 10,

8. Ye shall receive power. The Greek
word is the one from which our modern *dyna-
mite” hus been formed. It is repeatedly used of
the power of the Holy Ghost, Luke 4. 14 Acts
6. 8; 10. 38; Rom. 15. 13; 1 Cor. 2. 45 Eph. 3. 7.

10. Twomen. Angelsare often referred to as
men. White apparel. The uniform of heaven,
Whiteness is a type of purity. See Dan, 10. 5, 6;
Matt, 17. 2; Mark 9. 3; Luke 24. 4; Heb. 7. 9,13,

11. Ye men of Galilee, The printing press
and other devices of modern civilization are so
leveling the manners of men that differences in
dress and dialeet are not neatly so noticeable as

+they were in antiquity, and where they are notice-

able it is not now polite to refer to them. But
throughout the ancient world each little provinee,
each little town, had its own customs, peculiarities
of dress, and language, and these peculiarities were
a matter of pride; so that * Ye men of Galilee”
was a very natural form of address. 'Why stand
ye gazirg up into heaven? Why stand ye
looking skyward? Shall so come in like
manner. What that mawsner is Luke does not
indicate other than that our Lord was hidden by
a cloud or mist ; it is noticeable that every descrip-
tion of our Lord’s second coming makes mention
of clouds, Rev. 1. 7; Dan. 7. 13; Mutt. 20, 64;

Luke 21, 27. There is no other deseription of the
aseension nearly so full as this; and there is no
indication here of the beautiful environments which
the painters and poets have thrown around this
scene, If we had Luke's gospel only we should
suppose that the ascension took place on the day
of resurrection. Ye have seen him go into
heaven. This seems not only to be a propheey,
but direct information to the disciples, who might
not have known whither the Lord had disappeared
if these angels had not told them,

12. Then returned they unto Jerusalem,
W hich now became the center of Christendom until,
in the unfolding of God’s providence through cen-
turies, Rome for a time took its place. The mount
called Olivets From which our Lord had as-
cended. A Sabbath day’s journey, Six or
seven and a half furlongs,

13. An upper room. In the original, *An
upper chamber ;" a stated place of meeting: not
unlikely the place where the last supper had been
eaten ; not unlikely the house of Mary. Where
abode. Where they were abiding.  Now follows
the list of the apostles, whose names, according to
the Revised Version, are in the nominative case to
the verh * went up;” instead of, as in our Bible,
to the verb “abode.” The listof the apostles here
given is the same as that given in Luke except that
Judas Iscariot is omitted and the order of the names
is different. In all four lists Simon Peter stands
first, Philip fifth, and James the son of Alpheus
ninth;and in the three other lists Judas Iscariot
is twelfth. The second, third, and fourth names
are always John, James, and Andrew, though the
order ics. The sixth, seventh, and eighth are
always Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew,
though the order varies, The Jude of Acts and
of Luke becomes Thaddeus in Matthew and Mark,
while Simon the Zealot is by them called Simon
the Cananwan.

14. The women. It has been noted by many
commentators that Luke mukes frequent mention
of women, especially as following the Lord. Mary
the mother of Jesus. Mentioned us one of the
members of the Church.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The former treatise, Literally the
first, signifying that he was now ubout to treat the
gecond. Have I made, Revised Version,*“Imade.”
There is nothing in the original to show such close-
ness of union of the two books as is indicated by 1
have made.” O Theophilus. Doubtless a real
personage, but only mentioned elsewhere in Luke
1. 8. The title ** most excellent " is significant, not of
character, but of officiul position. See Acts 23, 26.
Theophilus, though a proper name, signifies ** dear
to God.” Of all that Jesus began both to

do and teach. The work and teaching re-
corded in the Gospel as begun while Jesus was
upon earth is continued now that he has ascended
to heaven, Jesus still superintends the work of
the Church,

2. Until the day in which he was taken
up. The gospel history ends with the ascension
of Jesus; the Acts of the Apostles then begins,
The ascension is the termination of his work while
below, the beginning of his work from above. It
isa ting link, and belongs to both periods,
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as the account of it 15 given in both of Luke's nar-
ratives,  Through the Holy Ghost. The Di-
vine Power, who deseending upon him at his bap-
tism, endued him while upon earth, and serves
him on earth now that Jesus is in heaven, Isa.
6L, 1; Luke 4. 18; Acts 10, 38, Had given
commandments, As recorded in Matt, 28, 19,
205 Luke 24, 44-49; Murk 16, 15-18; John 21,

3. To whom also he showed himself
alive. The persons to whom he showed himself
were those whom lLe chose, He appeared to them
in person, which was proof that he was alive. His
resurrection, to them a matter of knowledge, is to
us a matter of fuith dependent upon their testimony.
They were chosen - order that they might give
this testimony.  After his passion. Literally,
‘*after he had suffered.” The term oceurs with this
meaning in Acts 8, 18, and 17. 8. 'This primary
meaning of the word, now fallen into disuse, is
consecrated in the phraseology of the Church
to express the Redecmer's last sufferings. By
mary infallible proofs. The original for
‘infullible™ signifies proot that admits of no
doubt. In medical language—remember that Luke
was o physician — tekmerion is the * infullible
symptom.”  The author evidently designs to em-
phasize the certainty of the proofs, They were ad-
dressed to the sight, hearing, and touch on eleven
recorded  oceasions.  Being seen of them
forty days. Not continuously, but from time to
time, and in different places, Between the pass-
over and the Pentecost were inclusive fifty days.
During forty of them these appearances took pluce.
The remaining fifteen were those days of verse
15, Forty days seems to have been the prepar-
atory stage of some great event. Sce Moses be-
fore the giving of the law, Exod, 24,
Hebrew spies, Num, 13, with Elias, 1 Kings
19. 83 with Nineveh, Jonah 3, 4; forty days be-
fore Jesus was presented in the temple, Luke 2.
22; under temptation, Mark 1. 13; and forty
days’ preparation of the apostles before Pentecost
began. Things pertaining to the kingdom
of Cod. He explained to them the prophecies
relating to himself, Luke 24, 27 the wmission of
the apostles, Matt, 28,19 ; his own constant pres-
ence with the Church; and the promise of the
Holy Spirit, Luke 24. 40; Acts 1. 8,

4. Being assembled with them. The
marginal rendering, *‘ eating with them,” is pre-
ferred by good authoritics, The final interview
should take place near Bethany, Luke 24, 50, Krom
the events of the forty days Luke selects such as
are preparatory to the Pentecostal manifestation,
1. The command to tarry at Jerusalem for the
Pentecostal baptism; 2, The promise of the gift;
3. The ascension; 4, The recompletion of the
apostolic number—twelve.  They should not
depart from Jerusalem, Jerusalem was still
the Holy City, and therefore the fit place for the

with thc!

outpouring of the Spirit. The time of a great
national festival, now approaching, was appropriate
for the publication of any Gospel news. The new
law, as well as the old, was to go forth from Jeru-
salem, Micah 4, 1, 2; Isa, 2. 3. The promise
of the Father. So called because foretold in
the Old Testament, Isa. 44, 3; Joel 2, 28, 20, This
was the subject of conversation the night before
the erucifixion, John 14. 16, 175 15, 26 ; 16, 7-14.

5. For John truly baptized with water,
Very properly not “ in” but ** with:”” 8o not in but
with the Holy Ghost. See Greck Septuagint for
Ezck. 16, 9: “1 washed thee with [not in] oil.”
The essentiul meaning of the word * baptisin is
found in the purpose of the ordinance, and not in
the mode of administration; hence can never
properly be rendered by any word signifying the
mode of the application. Baptized with the
Holy Ghost. The reference is tothe prediction
of John the Baptist, Luke 8. 16. It was to be some-~
thing much more marked than the receiving of the
Ioly Ghost of John 20, 22. Not many days
hence. Ten days. The time was left indefinite,
which exercised their faith, while * not many " en-
couraged their hope,

6. Were come together, Near Bethany, and
for the lust time. A different occusion from that
of verse 4. At this time. Iow different the sue-
cession and character of events from what they
were anticipating ! They expected liberation from
Rome and national glory. On theother hand, very
shortly they were to be seattered abroad, and Jeru-
salem, the Holy City, was to be destroyed, Ilow
wonderful the contrust between the littleness
| of man’s ideas and the magnificence of God's
| plans !

7. It is not for you toknow, A gentle re-

i buke spoken in kindness, Jesus muintained all of

| his human sympathy after the crucifision. He is

| ‘* the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Specu-
lations concerning times and seasons are attended
by no good results, ** The New Testament contains
not one explicit literal declaration that tne Jewish

| nation is to be restored or that Jerusalem is to be
aguin the local head of the theceracy or kingdom of
God.” —Whedon. 'Times. Periods, in some
cases, of considerable length., Seasoms. Epochs
for purticular everi.

8. Ye shall receive power. Every necded
qualification to render them eflicient in the work
assigned, Tt should be both personal and orgunie,
These are the greatest forces in the universe, Who
can comprehend them - This power consists: 1, In
an emancipation : from the fear of sin; from the
fear of fuces 3 from the fear of failure. 2. In anen-
dowment: it is adivineenergy in the soul; itisa

| divine enthusiasm in the soul ; it is divine wisdom in
| thesoul. See Keen's Tentecostal Pupers. After that
| the Holy Ghost is come upon you. Revised

: Version, ** when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”
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Literally, the Holy Ghost coming upon you. Power
does not follow, but acecmpanies. Ye shall be
witnesses unto me. Our word martyr, is the
Greek word here translated * witne sses,””  Sooften
did the witness seal his testimony W ith his blood that
witness came to mean martyr, Unto the utier=
most part of the earth, For the apostles an
ideal sphere. We, through the benevolences ot
the Church, are more nearly able to witness for
Christ in reality to earth’s remotest bounds. {
9. He was taken up. The resurrection was
the crowning svent of our Saviour's life on earth; |
the ascension occurred as a matter of course. This
wmay account for the Drevity of the accounts given
of it. A cloud received him. * The ascension |
of Elijah,” says one, ‘ wuxas the flight of a bird, |
whieh none can follow the ascension of Christ, as
o bridge from earth to heaven for all who will
1o ascend.” |
10. Two men, In form, men: in fact, |
licavenly messengers. White apparel. The
sign of holiness. The same Jesus shall so |
come in like manner. Bodily and literally, |
“ But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”

Thoughts for Young People.
Privileges and Duties of Disciples.

1. They build upon the foundation which their Mas-
ter laid. Indeed, they build upon him—the fucts ot
his life and resurrection, his holy character, his
atoning power; ** for other foundation can no man |
la; than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” |
« But let every man take heed how he buildeth |
thereupon.”

2. They realize that they have a loving Saviour.
The deep conviction that God has us in his per- |
sonal watcheare, that he gnters into our plans,
bears our burdens when we permit him, takes the
stumbling-stones out of our path here, or, when he
sees better to do so, lifts us over them—such an
abiding faith will make any man strong in the
midst of this world’s duties and cures. “1 live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

3. They should think and speak of the interests or
the kingdom of God. Our Lord’s spiritunl King-
dom is of immeasurably more importance and
interest to all of us than the noblest political party
that ever was organized. The Gospel is a surer |
panacea for the woes of life than the wiscst * plat- |
form * that ever was formulated. Surely we ought
to be ever ready to ** speak of the things pertaining |
to the kingdom of God.” We are ‘“ witnesses
unto Christ” just as really as was the little church |
in Jerusalem.

4. They should enjoy the fulfillment of the prom- |
ise of the Futher; that is, the gift of the Holy |
(host. ‘That gift in its manifestation varies with ]
the needs of disciples. He who to-day waits for

1

the ** power from on high” receives it as certainly us
ever; but such power is manifest in the particulur
way in which it is needed to do the particular work
that is expected of each diseiple.

8. They enjoy fellowship with each other while
they unite in worship of the Lord. Few “ means
of grace " are 80 serviceable to the Christian as
tgpeuking often one to another.”  Always the
Lord hearkens and hears conversation, prayer, and
song concerning holy things. All our human af-
fections and the pleasure derived from social con-
tact may be turned into spiritual helps.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The query (verse 6) whether the Lord was about
at that time to restore the kingdom to the Jews was
a very natural one. It wus an hour when the Jews
interpreted the signs of the times to indicute as
much. They had no hope in anything but the su-
pernatural interforence of divine providence in the
reveuling of the Messiah, w hom they supposed
would be a man endowed with attributes more or
less divine, who would be the founder of a kingdom
which would extend its sway more or less over all
the world and would last forever. The Romans
had deprived them of the last fragment of inde-

| pendence. The Roman procurator even removed
| his residence to Ceesarea, leaving Jerusalem of sec-

ondury runk only. But, fur worse, the “lingering
shadows of royulty and independence " had not

| only been removed from their politieal horizon,

but the usurper struck down their ecclesiastical as
well as their civil independence. In the Mosaic
order the high priesthood was hereditary, and the
incumbent held it for life. The Roman emperor
now claimed the right to appoint the high priest
and to remove him at his own pleasure. In the

| period between the death of Herod and the de-

struction of Jerusalem twenty-cight high priests
+ ere thus appointed, not by the Jews, but by the
Roman authorities, and not one of these held the
place till his death. But besides the immediate
calamity which impelled the Jew to hope that the
time had come when the kingdom: of God would be
set up, the whole Hebrew history was a prophecy.
No other religion ever peered so much into the fu-
ture, nor stood so on tiptoe of expectation. It was,
after ull, the only religion of Hope. All Hebrew
hymus were redolent of the future, all prayers were
centered in the * better time coming.” Every He-
brew mother hoped her boy might inaugurate it.
And this kingdom, as wished for by the Hebrews,
has not yet come, but the subjugation of the He-
brews still continues, A writer in a periodical re-
cently commented on this as exhibited by a postage
stamp on a letter received from Jerusalem, Here
was, first of all, an Austrian postage stamp on
which was the Turkish government’s surcharge of
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the value, 10 Bura, 10, in Turkish. Then there
was the canceling stamp over all, first in English,
and repeated in French, Thus four Gentile nations
were represented— Austriu, Turkey, England, and
France—and the Jew could not mail a letter with-
out the postage stamp itself carrying the evidence
of his subjugation in the very city of King David,
a reminder that Jerusalem is ** trodden down of the
Gentiles,” for the Jew himself nor his nation any-
where appears on this postal arrangement.

By Way of Illustration.

 Many infallible progfs.” Christ was always
willing to offer proofs to men. When Thomas
cume to him and denied his very resurrection, and
stood before him waiting for the seathing words,
they never came. Christ gave him fucts, Christ
saidy *“Behold my hands and my feet.”” The
Church says of the doubter, * Brand him!"
Christ suid, * Teach him.” 1lle was respectful
and generous and tolerant toward the intellectual
questioning of Nicodemus and Philip, und many
others. He wants men of conviction who have
been in touch with truth,— Drummond.

Verse 8. We have a supernatural work to do,
and we must have supernatural power with which
todo it. God has given everything its own peculiar
motive power. The ship is propelled by the wind,
the street car by eleetricity, and missions must be
moved by the Holy Ghost. There is a sacred spot
in Williams College where a few students prayed
and waited upon God. The outcome was a great
foreign missionary society, and its magnificent
work for the century can L traced back to that
time. Some energetic young men met behind
a hay stack in the year 1886, And what was the
theme in those memorable days? We did not
think particularly about foreign missions, but the
great theme was the enduement of the Holy Ghost,
There was deep and earnest searching of the word.
1 remember how little groups of students went off
into the woods and came back telling how God
had visited them. It was a wonderfully spiritual
occasion.  We had no special thought as to what
would come of it. But from it sprung the great
Student Volunteer Movement. If we have the
Holy Spirit, wmissions will come inevitably.—Dr,
A, J. Gordon,

YA cloud received him out of their sight.” Out
of their sight, but not out of their hearing. Out of
their sight, but not so far away but that Stephen,
when he fell under the shower of stones, could see
him standing at the right hand of God. O, surely
if only the heavens were openod over us we could
wee Jesus, and that not very far distant from ue.
Yea, though he is out of our sight we are not out
of his sight—a matter of infinitely larger import.—
G. F. Pentecost.

Before the Class.

The approach to the lesson. Our lesson is con-
nected with that period of' Christ’s life between his
resurrection and ascension, During these forty
duys Christ appeared cleven times, and our lesson
records the lust of these especially, though reference
is made to the fifth one also.  Christ’s appearances
after his resurrcetion are usually placed in the fol-
lowing order:

1. To Mary Magdalene, Mark 16. 9.

2. To other women, Matt, 28, 9,

. To Rimon Peter, 1 Cor. 15, 5.
To two disciples, Luke 24. 13-15.
To disciples (Thomas absent), Jerusalem,

Luke 24, 36,

(The above all on resurrection day.)

-~ o

o

67 To disciples (Thomas present), Jerusalem,
John 20. 26.

. Toseven (97) disciples, Galilee, John 21. 1-14

. To eleven disciples, Galilee, 1 Cor, 15, 5.

9, To five hundred disciples, Gulilee, 1 Cor.

15. 6.
10. To James, Jerusalem, 1 Cor. 15. 7,
11, To all the apostles, Olivet, our lesson.

@ =

Method of presentation. Thislessou yields readily
to graphic treatment and word picturing. Refer to
Luke's gospel and the Acts of the Apostles—both
by the same author; both addressed to the same
man—as volumes one and two of the same book.
Tell all you can of Luke, his profession, his
compunionship with Paul, ete. Tell what is known
of Theophilus, which, however, is meager. The
meaning of the name, * Lover of God,” is signifi-
cant ; also his title of dignity, Luke 1. 3. While
the aseension is the central thought, the first five
verses refer to the period just priortoit. The meet-
ing mentioned in verse 4 is probably Christ’s fifth
appearance. See above. The meeting recorded
in verse & waus some five or six weeks luter. Try te
have the class imagine the feeling of disappoint-
ment the disciples must have had, as expressed by
the two as they walked by Emmaus, Luke 24.
What was probably the subject of their conversa-
tion in that upper room in Jerusalem before they
knew Christ had arisen, and afterward? What,
did Jesus talk about at these mysterious appear-
ances? Give the record and imagine the rest.
Picture Olivet, Describe the company, What did
their eager questioning about the kingdomn show?
The Lord’s reply. How did they get their wrong
ideas of the kingdom?

Next talk of the promise of the Holy Ghost.
Who is he! What does he do! Why needed !
Do I need him? How secured? Luke 11. 13,

The commission to witness. What is witness-
ing? What value does God place uponit? Am i
under a similar commission ?

Notice Christ's parting blessing, Luke 24. 51.
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Picture the ascension aud the awe-stricken dis-
ciples. The two men in white apparel.  Who were
they ! Why did they appear upon the scene just
when they did ¢ Another great promise. The Lord
is to return agsin, When? How!? How shall I
be ready for him # What is he going to dot What
does his second coming mean to me now ¢

Deseribe the return to Jerusalem. Were they
sorrowful or joyful? Why? Luke 24. 52, 53.

Tell of that wonderful prayer meeting in the
upper room. Who were present ¢ What may we
imagine was the burden of their prayers? What
made it a good prayer meeting # What makes any
prayer meeting good ?

Practical teachings. Verse 1. Doing and teach-
ing are inseparable.

Verse 8. Jesus shows himself only to those who
want to see him.

Verse 4. When Christ’s disciples meet together
he meets with them.

Verse 8. Power comes only with the Holy Ghost.

Veise 8. It is the Christian’s business to witness
for Christ.

Verse 8. The missionary spirit is the essence of
true religion.

Verse 9. We can afford to have Christ out of our
own sight if others can see him in us.

Verse 10. We should not spend time in gazing
into heaven that ought to be spent at work.

Verse 11. Jesus is coming back again,

Verse 14. Prayer is the Christian’s resource at all
times and under ull circumstances.

Verse 14, Oneness of heart and purpose make
good prayer meeting.

Heart thoughts. Am T trying to make my life
teach what it should ¢ Do I seek Jesus’s presenee
as often as I should? Am I witnessing Christ?
Is Christ’s second coming the inspiration to me it
ought to bet?

-

The Teachers’ Meetingd.

Explain in this lesson ‘ former treatise,” ** pas-
sion,” * promise_of the Father,” *‘the kingdom
unto Israel,” *“the Holy Ghost come upon you,”
ete....Give a general view of the events and **ap-
pearances” of the forty days... .Draw map of Je-
rusalem and its environs, marking as nearly as
may be the scenes of death, resurrection, and as-
cension.... Why was the ascension necessary ...
The three accounts of the ascension—ecompare them,
and harmonize. . ..The kingdom of God as here
presented : (1) Begun by Christ; (2) Carriced on by
the Chureh ; (3) Under influence of the Holy Ghost ;
(4) A spiritual kingdom; (5) A kingdom of work ;
(6) A conquering kindom, verse 8, etc. ... Aspects
of Christ in the lesson. ... The privileges and duties
of disciples as here shown. Bee “ Thoughts for

Saviour began the work of building his Church in
the world, and then left his disciples to go on with
it, first giving them commandments. 8o the build-
ing of many cathedrals in the 0ld World has been
curried on for centuries according to the plans of
architeets who slumber beneath in their crypts.
But while such dead architects ean no longer aid
the work our great Master-builder *‘ever lives
above,” and helps his workers. ..The little com-
pany of disciples in the upper room was the spring
out of which flowed a mightier river than the Nile
or the Mississippi, the river of Christianity, which
has brought fertility and life to all lands,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Golden harps are sounding.

O holy Saviour.

All the way my Saviour leads me.
Far out on the desolate billow.
Safe in the arms of Jesus.

No. 2.

Praise the Lord.

Jesus lives.

Christians, lift your voices.

When in the tempest he'll hide me.
Onee for all the Saviour died.

References.
Freemax’s Hanosook. Ver. 10: White gar-
ments, 472, Ver. 12: A Sabbath day’s journey,
824, Ver. 18: The upper room, 333.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. M. KNOWLES,

These are delightful lessons with which we be-
gin the New Year. They are most practical for
everyday living and are exceedingly rich in spiritual
sweotness. Like bees in a garden of flowers we
ought to gather from them a greut store of precious
things.

Critical knowledge of the text of Seripture is
good, but it cannot be compared in value with that
knowledge which comes through having the “eyes
of [the) heart enlightened.” 1f such enlightenment
through the Holy Spirit might but come to teacher
and scholar in the beginning of the year, what fruit
for eternity would be gathered ! *

Jesus “ began * to do and teach many things before
the day of Pentecost. Much was lef* for the Spirit
‘10 do and teach” through his apostles and fol-
loweps. Some things are to be done and taught
through the Spirit in my class to-day.

It was blessed to sit with him in the upper room
at Jerusalem ; to see him alive after his passion ;

Young Peaple”....Our personal duty: (1) To wait |
(2) To witness ; (3) To work 5 (4) To watch,...Our

to hear him speak of the things pertaining to the
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kingdom of God, But he says the presence of the ‘
Holy Spirit is even better for us than this, Think |
of it! While we read together this lesson we have |
something cven better than the sight of Jesus's
face or the sound of his voice to help us under-

stand it, [

If his apostles had disobeyed his command and | ‘

tried 1o teach and preach with a merely intellectual
apprehiension of the and
heard the their

uld have 15

things they had scen
buptism of the Spirit,
fuiled utterly. The
The natural gifts of an acute mind and

, Without

mission we same
true of us,
ready speech are good ; they arc the gifts of God ;

but power to use them at their best comes only

through the Holy Spirit.

Truly to know Jesus as Ruler, Teacher, Saviour ‘
would right all the wrongs and cure all the ills of |
this world.,  To be his witnesses, then, is the high-
est service we to huma A witness,
it his testimony is of any value, does not say, 1
hope it is so," ‘1 think it is o, or, ** I have
“1 have seen it ¢1
“Tam sure of it.”  The reason our wit-
nessing for Christ is o imperfeet and of so little
use in helping others to know him is because the

can give ity.
heard it is so ;™
know it,

he says,

Holy Ghost hus not come upon us in such a way as
to speak, not only through our lips, but in the
things we do and say ench day that we live.

The question of the disciples about the restora-
tion of the temporal kingdom was very natural,
Only a divinely taught mind ean see the relative
values of the material and the spiritual, Things
which appear of great consequence now will seem
very trivial when our spiritual eyesight is clear.

It is not wise to speculate about the sceret things
which God has not revealed, The chief thing for
us is to learn of him how to live that true life
which in his own time will unfold into the life
eternal us the bud opens into the flower.

| cloud they would have seen him still,*

While they beheld Jesus was taken up.  This
was no vision or dream. How near is the spirit
world! The cloud received him from their sight,
but if their sight could have reached beyond the
And so
should we. It is only the eloud.of mortal environ-

ment which hides him from us, e speaks to us

| through the Spirit now as truly as he spoke to his
| disciples betore he ascended.

This same Jesus ** will come again in like
ner” out of the invisible into the visible.
blessed to know that he will be the
*Cour faithful; unchangeable Friend.” Luke says,
“it was while he them™ he was parted
from them. Ilis hands are still outstretched in
blessing.

How sweet to live in such fellowship with him
as to say every day with a glad bound of the heart,
“ Even 80, Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

man-
How

same Jesus,

blessed
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LESSON II. THE HO

LY SPIRIT GIVEN. [Jan. 10.

GOLDEN TEXT. They were filled with the Holy Ghost. Acts 2. 4.

Avtnorizen VERsioN.
Acts 2, 1-13. [ Commit to memory verses 1-4.]
[Study also verses 14-31.)

1 And when the day of Pen'te-cost was fully |
come, they were all with one accord in one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven
as of a rushing nughlv wind, and it filled all th«
house where they were sitting,

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues |
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began fo speak with other tongues, ns the !
Spirit gave them utterance, [

5 And there were dwelling at Je-ru'sa-lem Jews, '
devout men, out of every nation under heaven, |

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multi- |
tude came together, and were confounded, because |

Revisep VERsioN,

And whenthe day of Pen'te-cost wasnow come,
2 they were all together in one place. And sud-
denly there came from heaven a sound as of
the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like
as of fire ; and it sat upon each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance,

Now there were dwelling at Je-ru'sa-lem Jews,
devout men, from every nation under heaven.
And when this sound was heard, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because

6
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that every man heard them speak in his own lan-
guage.

7 And they were all amazed and marveled, say-
ing one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Gal-i-le"ans?

8 And how hLear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born ? |

9 Par’thi-ans, and Medes, and E'lam-ites, and |
the dwellers in Mes-0-po-ta'mi-a, and in Ju-de's, |
and Cap-pa-do’ci-a, in Pon'tus, and A'si-a, 1‘

10 Phryg'i-a, and _Pam-phyli-a, in E'gypt, and |
in the parts of Lib'y-a about Cy-rene, an
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, |

11 Cretes and A-ra‘'bi-ans, we do hear them
speak in our torgues the wonderful works of God. |

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, |
1

saying onc to another, What meancth this ¢

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of
new wine.

that every man heard them speaking in his ova
language. And they were all amazed and
marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these
which speak Gal-i-le’ans ¢ And how hear we,
every man inour own language,wherein we were
born? Par'thi-ans and Medes and E'lam-ites,
and the dwellers in Mes-o-po-ta’mi-a, in Ju-de's
and Cap-pa-do‘ei-g, in Pon'tus and A'si-a, in
Phryg'i-a, and Pam-phyli-a, in E'gypt, and the
parts of Lib'y-a about Cy-re'ne, and sojourners
11 from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cre'tans
and A-ra’hi-nns, we do hear them speaking in
12 our tongues the mighty works of God. And
they were all amazed, and were perplexed, say-
ing one to another, What meaneth this? But
others mocking said, They are filled with new
wine.

10

Ten days after the axeension ; approx- | 2e Ilis power, v

imately, Sunday, May 28, A. D. 30. Place.—
An *upperroom” in Jerusulem.  Connecting
Links.—Matthias chiosen as one of the apostles,
Acts 1, 15-26,

Home Readings.
The Holy Spirit Given. Acts 2. 1-13.
. Fulfillment of prophecy. Acts 2. 14-24.
The promise. John 14, 15-26,
. Hpirit of truth. John 16. 12-16,
The Revealer, 1 Cor. 2, 6-14.
Spiritual gifts. 1 Cor. 12. 1-11,
Gal. 5. 16-25,

8, Fruits of the Spirit.

Lesson Hymns.
No. 211, New Canadian Hymnal.

We praise thee, O God! for the Son of thy
love.

-
No. 208, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, thou who camest from above.

No. 207, New Canadian Hymnal.

Gracious Spirit, Love divine,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Holy Spirit, v. 1-4.

When and in what spirit were the disciples to-
gether?

What cvent did Pentecost commemorate ?

What was suddenly heard by the disciples?

What strange sight sccompanied the sound?

What new experience was felt ?

Of what promise was this a fulfillment?

How long time had passed since Jesus promised

this gift?

How did the Spirit first manifest his power?

What visitors were then in Jerusalem

Why were 50 many strangers there? See Deut.
16. 16,

How were these peonle affected by what they
saw and heard ?

What was the first cause of amazement ?

Why should the Gulilean clement cause sure
prisc?

What was the next fuct that surprised them?

How many countries were represented ?

What did each hear in his own language?

What question did some ask ?

What answer did some giv

What did this answer assumec?

Who gave the true answer?

What was Peter’s explanation !

What great fuct did the gift of the Iloly Spirit
confirm ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Pentecost was the fulfillment of a promise
given cight hundred years before, God's word is
us sure for a millennium as for a decade or a day.

2, % Othertongues were symbols of power, A
new speech comes to all on whom the Spirit fulls.
They tell anew story in a new way—with new
l)U\\'Er.

3. The world rarely understands spiritual zeal.
Jesus was said to be in league with Beelzebub,
Paul was called a madman.  These disciples were
sneered at as drunken. Fear no ill names in this
goodly company.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.,
1. Verses 1=4,
What did Pentecost commemorate ?
Upon whom did the Holy Ghost descend ?
In what state of mind were the disciples when

{| the blessing came?

How do we know this was a special gift?
What signs attended it?
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. What did cloven tongues of fire mean ? What did some think?
d What is it to be filled with the Holy Ghost ? What did some say ?
. 2. Verses 5-13. What did these strange things mean?
% ere there many Jews living outside Palestine ?
g \\ hat brought them to Jerusalem ? Do Not Forget—
'?’ V What caused a erowd to gather on this occasion? That the Holy Spirit still comes to the heart of
b £ Of what eountry were the apostles supposed to | believers,
- be natives ? That he comes to those who ask.
1. 3 Why did the multitude wonder? That he comes to give new light and new power
e About what did the apostles speak ? to the life,
‘o How did some explain the speaking with new S—
a tongues? THE LESSON CATECHISM,
Why was this foolish ? s g
y= Wh;nl may we expeet when we try to do good ? [Forthe entire school.]
ut ° 1. On what day did the Spirit descend upon the
W disciples? On the day of Pentecost.
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER 2. Ilow long was this after Christ’s ascension?
- SCHOLARS. Ten days.
How long did the disciples wait for the Holy | 3« Inwhat form did the Spirit deseend? Inm
Spirit? tongues of fire.
e What great day had now eomie 2 4. What was the effect upon the disciples?
What wus the day of Pentecost ? They spoke in other languages.
oy When was it held ¢ 5. Who heard them speak with other tongues ?
What gave it this name? Jews from every land.
How long was it now since Jesus rose ? 6. Of what were the strange sights and sounds
Ir= Where did the believers hold an early prayer [ asymbol? GoLvexText: ¢¢ They wereall,” ete,
meeting ?
How many were at the meeting ?
What great sound came suddenly ? OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,
“‘"‘“ strange sight was seen ? o ,| 2 How may you divide that duty? Into two
What AUPAIES. POMCHWAS §ives) to the disclples? arts: What we have to believe; and what we
Why was this power given them!? . ol L
Why did the people in the city come running to | "aveto do. 3. Who is the great Teacher of religion?
the house? Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Redeemer. 4.
What did they see and hear? What do you call His religion? Christianity.
rit
THE LESSON OUTLINE.
- The Baptism of Power.
| is I. Tue PREPARATION. IV. Irs Natcne,
. With one accord in one place. v. 1. Filled with the Holy Ghost. v, 4.
A Continued in prayer. Acts 1, 14, Will pour out my Spirit.  Joel 2. 28,
1s. Continually in the temple.  Luke 24, 53, Givén to every man, 1 Cor, 12. 7.
ew 11. I1s Sovnce, V. Irs Errecr.
) A sound from heaven. v. 2. Spirit gave them utterance, v, 4,
al. g Your heavenly Futher give. Luke 11, 13, Wonderful works of God, v, 11,
ub, i I will answer, Isa. 65, 24, Not ye that speak. Matt, 10, 20,
ere 11, Tue MANIFESTATION, VI Irs IN¥LUENCE,
his Cloven tongues. . . fire, v. 3. All amazed and marveled, v, %,
Baptize you....with fire. Matt, 3, 11. Pricked in the heart.  Acts 2. 87,
E My word like as o fire, Jer, 23, 20, teprove the world, John, 16, 8,
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,
Our Lord’s ascension is usually dated on Tuesday, May 18, A. D, 80. The Holy Spirit was given ten
ien days later, on Sunday, May 28, A. D, 80 (as we believe). The annual l\n.\t of Pentecost, during which

this wonderful re \Llutmn was made, lasted for only one day : but thousands of people, some of them
from very remote places, crowded into Jerusalem to participate in it. It was celebrated on the fiftieth
day counted from the *“ morrow after the passover Sabbuth,” ind the word * Pentecost” is Greek for
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Jiftieth, The Old Testament name, * the feast of

[Jan. 10.

weeks,” has o similar origin, for just seven weeks—

Wa week of weeks "—pusseid between passover and Pentecost.  The early traditions of Christendom

made this
this tradit

wrticular Pentecost full on o Sunday, and modern ealeulations,
n. But we must he careful not to take such data as certain

us we have seen, corroborat
in the first place, there is

doubt as to which of two days the fifty duys are to be calenluted from j and a ehronologicul diftieulty
arises also from the limits of the Jewish day, which was measured from sundown to sundown instead
of from midnight to midnight, as with us,  On ** the passover Sabbath  Jesus lay in the grave; carly

the next morning he arose dur
now ten days have pussed since hi

Holy Spirit.  One of the first things that we note in the st
this revelution eame,  One common impulse had merged the

ays the diseiples had had some
cension, diring which they have w aited for the outpouring of the

iution with him, and

s is that the disciples were together when
cparate existences and Lomes, business

callings, indepeadent plans, were all ignored so that they might all be in one place.  Not one of them

felt himselt quite sufficient to himself’
to those who came j it must also have n
the story of the

ade a deep

esurrection he might have been sct

wch needed the others. This gathering was not only helptul

impression on outsic If a solitary man had told

aside as an eccentrie fanatie, but twelve leaders and

one hundred and twenty followers compelled respeet. They felt themselves members of one body, and

so evidently did God regard them, for they were **all filled with the Ioly Spiri
of them eame divine power. This endowment of power shared by all tended
unity of will and purpose. Their voices were many, but their theme was one—

God.” A year's study would hardly exhaust the

" that is, upon each
atly to inerease their
the mighty works of
teachings of this passaze. On its surface it shows

that with God there is no respect of persons, and that God's children on earth ghould be united in sym-

pathy and plan.

Verse 1. When the day of Pentecost was
fully come, Sce GENERAL STATEMENT. ** Now”
is better than ** fully They were all with
one accord, They were all together, The
Greek does not specially indicate their hurmony,
though doubtless they were in perfect agreement
with each other,  In one places In what sense
they abode together we cannot certainly say. This

meeting was probably for the purpose of united |

prayer, sec Acts 1. 145 and, as we shall presently
see, the hour for public prayer and sacrifice was
close at hand,

2. Suddenly, Without warning. There
came a sound from heaven. That is to say,
downward. As of a rushing mighty wind.
Better, ‘‘as of the rushing-of u mighty wind.”
Filled all the house, Sce note on verse :

3. There appeared. Bishop Hervey calls at-
tention to the gradation of the revelation—they first
hear the sound, then the tongucs of fire appear,
then they feel the Spirit working in them, Cloven
tongues, Better, *tongues parting asunder.”
The plain meaning of this scemsto be, not atongue

cut in two, but that from one center many tongues |

or flames seemed to sever themselves and to settle
one upon each of the disciples. The idea of a
tongue cut in two, however, has fastened itself on
the tradition of the Church, and from this comes
the peculinr shupe of the crown, commonly called
a miter, given to Roman Catholie bishops. Notice
that these tongues were not of fire, but like as of
fire; just as the sound was not the sound of wind,
but like as of wind. Each of them. Each one
of them that is, of the one hundred and twenty.

4. They were all filled with the Holy
Ghost. That this “all,”” like the ** all ”? of verse
1, and the “cach” of verse 8, includes all the be-

| lievers in Christ that congregated at Jerusalem i8
made plain by the attitude of’ Peter and the eleven,
verse 14, who defended the rest against the charge
of drunkenness, which they would hardly have
done if all had not been speaking with tongues.
| Other tongues, Sce Mark 10. 17. We have no
[ very clear conception of what the miraculous en=
‘ dowment of * tongues,” so often alluded to in the
New Testament, w but verses 8 to 11 very
y state the peculiarities shown on this occa~
sion, Later references show that the gift of
“ gongues”? came to be valued chiefly as u sure
| manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit, and
| that they were used on oceusion in pronouncing
|  mysteries,” 1 Cor. 14. 2, more often in prayers,
[ psalms, blessing, and thanksgiving. [Daul seensto
have understood that they were sonietimes
| ¢ tongues of men ** (foreign languages) and some-
times * tongues of angels ” (languages of heaven).
| 5. Dwelling at Jerusalem. Foreign resi-
dents are here mentioned, in addition to sojourners
who came up to the feast. Devout men. This
phrase in its New Testament use does not refer to
Christians, but to devoted men, men thoroughly
conscientious in their adherence tothe Mosaie ritual,
Most of them,doubtless, having lived in foreign
countries, had planned to die and be buried near
the Iloly City. Every nation under heaven.
No region knownto ancient civilization was without
Jews. Far beyond the limits of the Roman empire
they had gone, and were everywhere known for
mental foree, for the power to produce wealth, and
for intolerance of faiths other than their own.
| 6. When this was noised abroad. Better,
.“ when this sound was heard.” Not only within
four walls, but through all the strects and houses of
\Lthe neighborhood, this sound * as of the sound of

th
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a rushing mighty wind " had made itself heard,
and people ran outdoors in alarm. IHastening in
the direction from which it came, they found them-
gelves, o nervous, curious erowd, around the doors
and on the stai s of the house in which the
Christiins were.  'Were confounded. Were
thoroughly perplexed.

7. Amazed, Beside themselves with wonder.
Are not all these which speak Galileans,
This seems at firsta strange question; but doubtless
the nationality and provincialism of the disciples
were éasily discernible ; very likely by their fea-
tures, for .llw life of antiquity was far more pro-
vineial than ours; very likely by their dress, for,
though the Galilean garb was not different from
that of Judea, there would be little touches by
which a Galilean might unconsciously distinguish
himself, just as in our times, though Englishmen
and Americans imitate ‘the same patterns of cloth-
ing, & newly arrived Englishman in Chieago or
New York, or an American in London, might be
promptly picked out by his dress; then, too, the
Galtlean aecent was peculiar and well known, and
it is not beyond belief that, while the Spirit gave
these men fueility in languages which they had
never been taught, the burr or brogue of their own
tongue may have still asserted itself.  But a more
pleasing cause for this question may be found in
the probability that ““the house where they were
sitting”? was a—if not the—Galilean synagogue.
There are indications that in Jerusalem at this time
the people of each province had a synagogue to
themselves ; and we know that in Galilee the doc-
trines of Jesus had been received more gladly than
anywhere else, and if there was a Galilean syna-
gogue it could hardly help being lurgely Chiristian
insentiment,

8. Our own tongue. Doubtless the Jews
who had lived for centuries in foreign lands had a
knowledge of Ilebrew very similar to the knowl-
edge which Jews now have, who think in German
or in English, according to the country in which

they have been born, but who for religious purposes |

have a somewhat unintelligent verbul knowledge of
Hebrew,  Weare to remember that Galileans did
not speak pure Iebrew, and that when the Bible
wus read in the synagogues it was translated sen-
tence by sentence into the Aramaice of the common
people.  The miracle was not performed on the ears
of the hearers but on the tongues of the speakers,
9. Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,
Jews, of course, but residing with these rices, as
Jews born in this country might be ealled Ameri-
cans, It was to Parthia, Media, and Elam that the
earliest captives from the Ten Tribes had been

taken by the Assyrians,
three provinces

The boundaries of the
varied much during the centuries,
but they all were absorbed in the Persian empire,
Josephus refers to the Jews who lived in this
region as ““a numerous multitude, not to be esti-
mated by numbers,”  The dwellers in Meso
potamia were probably many of them descend-
ants of Nebuchadnezzur's captives, Why Judea
is mentioned here it is not e to suy. Cape
padocia was a Roman provinee of Asia Minor,
Pontus lay along the shore of the Black Sea, By
Asia is to be understood, not the continent of Asia,
nor Asia Minor, but a small Roman provinee in the
western section of the latter,

10. Phrygia and Pamphylia were both in
Asia Minor, Egypt swarmed with Jews; the
third great deportation of Jews, that cffected by
Ptolemy Lagus, served to populate Egypt. Two
thirds of thie population of Alexandria were Jews,
Libya was a north African country east of Egypt,
of which Cyrene wus a large city, ** Jews formed
one quarter of the population of Cyrene.” Strane
gers of Rome. DBetter, “sojourncrs.”  That is,
Roman Jews sojourning in Jerusalem, doubtless as
pilgrims to the feast. Both Jews and prose=
lytes. Bishop Ilervey applies this to the Romans
only, and interprets the phrase, * Those of us who
are Roman sojourners at Jerusalem, whether Jews
by race or proselytes;’ but it is probable that we
may refer it to the entire passage, as well as to the
Cretans and Arabians afterward mentioned, So
the crowd was made up partly of foreign Jews
and partly of Jewish proselytes, whose mother
tongues are indicated by the nationalities enumer-
ated.

11. Cretes. Iunhabitantsof the island of Crete,
where Jews were many.  Arabians were neigh-
bors of the homeborn Jews, It is probably true, us
some assert, that Greek was spoken in both Crete
and Arabiaj but note that the word **tongues "
whicl. Luke uses refers to dialects rather than
to luaguages.  Wonderful works of God,
*Mi; ity * instead of wonderful,
| 1. Were in doubt, Were perplexed. What
| meaneth this ? ** What willthis be?” as if they
i foresaw in it the foreshudowing of some great re-

sult.

13. Others mocked. Contemptuous, rather

than curions, These men are full of new

| wine, *‘Sweet wine.,” Men who are incapable
| of appreciating the enthusiasms of God are apt to
attribute them to unworthy causes. So Festus
said, ¢ Paul, thou art mad.” * They that are born
after the flesh do persecute them that are born after
| the Spirit.”

CRITICAL NOTES.
Verse 1. When the day of Pentecost. (from many countrics—should be present in Jerus
The day was no doubt seleeted by the Lord as a | salem, who, hearing the Gospel and witnessing the
time when a very large number of strangers—Jews | gift of tongues, should themselves go forth as wite




20

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Jan. 10.

nesses for the truth, We find in Acts 9. 2, that
there were Christians at Rome before any of the
apostolic band had gone thither. They were

apostle now for the first time spoke one foreign
language ; others, that the assembled multitude
were suddenly endowed with the gift of hearing

all. Not only the apostles, but the discipl
as well. With one accord. The Holy Spirit
cannot work except where the disciples are in ac-
cord. Im one place. Not, probably, at the
temple, but at the house where the election of
Matthias was held.

2. There came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind. It was not a

wind, but the Spirit came with the sound of wind. |

3. There appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire. Revised Version,* Part-
ing asunder.” ** There appeared to them tongues
becoming distributed, firelike.”—MWeyer. They
were not fire, but like fire, tongue shuped, symbol-
izing the power with which on the occasion the
disciples were to be endowed. Firelike also be-
cause fire is as a purifier, one of the symbols of the
Holy Spirit. “The attempts to convert this appear-
ance of firelike tongues into an accidental electrie
natural occurrence are in vain.” “Three events
took place: (1) A murmuring sound came from
heaven and pervaded the whole house; (2) flumes,
glowing like tongues of fire, filled the chamber, a
tongue of flame settling on the head of each one
present; (3) everyone felt a new and mighty
power, and the cestatic utterance of prumse which
followed was merely an outward sign of the grace
and power of the Holy Spirit.”—Schaqf.

4. They were all filled with the Iloly
Ghost. * This was the great fact of the Pente-
cost, the great fuct of the New Testament dispensa-
tion—the udvent of the Spirit,"— Whedon.
Holy Spirit did not act on the duy of Pentecost
for the first time. Under the old dispensation
skillful men like Bezaleel, leaders like Joshua,
were filled with the Spirit of God, Exod. 31, 3;
Deut. 34, 9. The Spirit of the Lord dwelt at
times among the prophets. Baf now cume the
fuller measure of the Holy Ghost promised by the
Messiah as the abiding comforter and helper who
should bg the constant source of power to the
Church und to the individual believer. IHenee-
forth he should be their very life, Rom. 8. 10,
their guide and  helper, John 16, 135 the divine
agent without whom no man can say Jesus is
Lord; 1 Cor. 12 Began to speak with
other tongues. Different from theif native
tongues.  There are many theories set up to
explain the manner of operation of this miracle,
Some have coneeived it to he only an increase
of flueney of speech on the part of the apostles;
others, that their organs, formerly instruments
of the flesh only, now came under the power
of the Holy Ghost: others, that the apostles, in or-
der to preach the Gospel with sueeess in different
lands, were permanently endowed with the gift of
speech in various languages; others, that each

The |

and und ling in other languages than their
own, Whatever we may prefer, we must remems=
ber that it was a miracle, undisputed and impress-
ive, without fraud or preconcerted arrangement of
any kind, yet probably temporary in its charucter,
since it was never again referred to, nor do we
have any intimation that any of the apostles had
extraordinary linguistic powers after this time.

5. There were dwelling at Jerusalem,
| The Greek word for “ dwelling " signifies * perma-
nent residents,”  Some doubtless resided there in
| order to enjoy the sacred memories of the city, others
: to await the coming of the Messiah, some to trade
jand carry on business. Of every nation,
| Where Jews were accustomed to make their homes,
| 6. When this was noised abroad. Re-
| vised Version, ** When thissound was heard.” Not
| the rumor of what had oceurred, but the sound
 from heaven. They were confounded, €Comingto
| the place indicated by the sound they did not
know what to make of'it,

7. They were amazed, and marveled.
The new religion, which it was thought had been
: crushed out with the death of the founder, springs
| forth into new and more wonderful power than
| ever before.  Are not all these Galileans,
| All of the apostles except Judas, now dead, were
| from Gulilee, a region where education was limited
| and the standard of culture low.
| 8. In our own tongue. These were Jews by
descent and religion, though born in other lands,

9. Parthians, Tle following catalogue em-
| braces fifteen nations, each of which spoke a differ-
| ent lunguage, showing how various were the peo-
" ples represented and how wonderful the miracle.
Parthia, Media, and the Elamites embraee the old
Persian empire, where Shalmanezer, King of As-
syria, settled the ten tribes at the first captivity,
and lay to the east of the Euphrates. Mesopo=
tamia. Situated between the Tigris and the
Euphrates, Thence came Abraham, and there
Nebuchadnezzar settled the captive Jews in his
time. Judea. While Judea was not like the
others, a foreign country, yet its people were among
those who wondered at the miracle. Cappas
docia and Pontus. Both provinces of what is
now called Asia Minor, Asia. At that time the
western const of Asia Minor, embracing Caria,
Lydia, and Mysia,

10. Phrygia and Pamphylia, Also prov-
inces of Asin Minor, Egypts  Great numbers of
Jews lived here.  The Greek version of the Serip-
tures known as “the Septuagint ™ had been prepared
for them. Parts of Libya about Cyrene.
West of Egy Cyrene was u large city, one
fourth of whose population were Jews, according
to Josephus, They had a synagogue of their own
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in Jerusalem, Acts 6, 9. Strangers of Rome.
Revised Version, * Sojourners.” Itis probuble thut
these sojourners, or their converts, founded the
Church which flourished there when Paul arrived
in that city, Acts 28, 14, 15. Proselytes. .Thenc
were converts from heathenism to the Jewish re-
ligion,

11. Cretes. Inhabitants of the island now
culled Candia. The wonderful works of God.
This was the first great testimony, and God blessed
it in a most remarkable manner. )

12. They were in doubt. Not concerning
the facts, but how to account for them.

13. Others mocked. The first were per-
plexed, but without prejudice.. _Thu neo«)n_d cluss
began to manifest a hostile spirit by aseribing the
wonderful manifestation to the influence of wine.
Thus it has always been. Festus charged Paul
with madness. The Jews aseribed the miracles
of Jesus to the power of Beelzebub. New
wine. The grupes of the year had not been
guthered, so that real new wine could not yet have
been made. **The new wine—literally, sweet
wine—was probably that produced from dried
grapes by soaking them in old wine and then
pressing them a sccond time,”—Sechaff.  Though
the Pentecostal brethren were exulting with joyous
rapture, yet was everything done decently and in
order.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Results of Waiting upon God.

1. Those who wait upon God receive manifesta-
tions of the presence of God. Verses 1, 2,

2. Those who wait upon God reecive a divine
power coming from God. Verses 3, 4.

3. Those who wuit upon God reecive a new ex-
perience, transforming and renewing the nature,
Verse 4.

4. Those who wait upon God are enabled to
speak with power to men,  Verse 6,

5. Those who wuit upon God find themselves
prominent and observed among men,  Verse 6,

6. Those who wait upon God enjoy in their ex-
perience, and declare in their testimony, the won-
derful works of God. Verse 11,

7. Those who wait ||-|mn God must expeet to
meet with eriticism and scorn from those who are
ignorant of the Gospel.  Verse 13,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The observance of Pentecost is continued in the
Greek Chureh as in some Protestant Churehes in
commemoration of the descent of the Holy Ghost,

as Whitsunday, which is the English name of Pen- |
tecost, though in the Greek Church it still retains
the Greek name. The ancient Christian Chureh

of the Apostles und administer baptism in commem-
oration of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, During
the time of this festival all fasting and knecling at
prayers were prohibited, the standing posture in
prayers being enjoined by the Council of Nice,
It was the lust Jewish feast which Pau} kept and
the first which Christians observed.

Versa 5. ““ There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven,”
some of whom were foreigners as to residence, but
who were abiding in Jerusalem during the fifty
duys that the passover actually lasted, or possibly
for many days before that, as the pious Jews loved
to linger as long as possible in the sacred preeincts
of the religious capital, the ouly center of their
nation.  There were, however, many Jews who
hud been born or were long resident in foreign
lunds who had hecome able to reside permanently
inthe elly or its environments, They might be
from the great region of Persia, which at this time
was the home of thousands, possibly of millions,
of the descendants of the Jews carried into captiv-
ity. Egypt would furnish a heavy contingent.
Two thirds of the population of Alexandria were
suid to be Jews. But jn fuct Jows were every-
where throughout the Roman empire.  Paul
found the Jewish synagogue wherever he. went to
be the natural starting point in ull his preaching,
and when heé' wished to carn money for his own
support he joined the Jew colony at any place and
worked at his trade as tent or sailmaker,

The Jews are, probubly, speaking more lun-
guages than any other race on the globe even
to-day. But they exhibit the sume longing to re-
turn to Jerusalem, and if the wuy wers open to
them thousands would turn their faces to the holy
hill, Zion.  Fifteen years ago the Jew population
of Palestine wus supposed not to exceed more than
forty thousand, of whom not more than twenty
thousund resided in Jerusalem ; now it is reckoned
that Palestine contains a hundred thousand Jews,
und that out of a population of sixty thousund in
Jerusalem at least forty thousand are Jews,
These huve come from Arabia, Persia, Bokhara,
Central  Asia, and from Eastern and Central
Europe, and, with slight rhetorie, * out of every
nation under heaven.” There are many Jew col-
onies settled in the agrieultural distriets, whercas
fifteen years ago such a thing as a wholly Jewish
village was unknown in all Palestine, "This is but
an illustration of the passion of the race through
all its later history, and the multitude thus settled
or temporarily resident in Christ's day was incal-
culable.  Multitudes of Jews still visit the Holy

{City on pussports from the Turkish authorities,
| which limit their stay to thirty or sixty days,

The same general character obtains to-day in the
motley erowds which make their way to Jerusa-
lem for holy week of the Christian festival as that

was accustomed during Pentecost to read in the Acts

guthered at Pentecost, Syriuns, Turks, Persians,




Russians, Egyptians, Nubians, Abyssinians, Eu-
ropeans, and Americans, embracing Jews, Mos-
Jems, Armenians; ' Latin, Maronite, and Coptie
Christians, all appear in the greut throng going to
David's eity.

By Way of [1lustration.

Obedience. Had the disciples been disobedient to
their Lord's command to tarry in Jerusalem they
would have missed the blessing. Obedience stands
at the threshold o blessing. A wise class leader
said to his class, Most of us are waiting for an
inspiration when we should do o duty.” Moody
says, ** Many Christians mourn over their lack
of fuith when the lack {s not fuith but obedi-
ence."

Unity. | was in a room which was connected by
telephone with « concert hall. Those who came

in to enjoy the rare privilege of music became of

one heart and one mind. They each and all took
their places at the telephone receivers and put
themselves in connection with the strange power,
and to them all came the message of beautiful
music.

The Holy Ghost works through men, I saw the
other day the great engine in the power house of
the New York cable road, and out on the cars 1
saw some little, weakly men turning cranks and
letting on and off the power which was furnished
them. Suppose one of these men had appeared
before the company and said, ¢ 1 am strong enough
to pull a heavy car through New York?" 11is busi-
is not to pull the car, but to turt on the power
Jut at his disposal. Our

ness
which the company has |

business is not to push forward the kmgdom of God, |

but by faith in the Holy Spirit and consecration to
turn on the omnipotent power that is at our dis-
-

posal,.—Dr. A. . Dizon.

Need of the Holy Spirit. Suppose we saw an army
sitting down before u granite fort, and they told us
that they intended to batter it down, we might ask
them, **Ilow?" They point to a eannon ball.
« Well, but there is no power in that. If all the
men in the army hurled it against the fort they
would make no impression.” They say, ** No, but
Jook at the cannon.” * Well, hut there is no power
inthat ; o child may ride upon it, & bird may perch
in its mouth; it isa machine, and nothing more.”
«But look at the powder.” Well, there is no
power in that; a child may spill it, & sparrow may
peek it Yet this powerless powder and power-
less ball are put in the powerless cannon; one
spark of fire enters it, and in the twinkling of an
eye that powder is a flash of lightning,
cannon ball is & thunderbolt which smites us if it
had been sent from heaven. So it is with our
efforts and implements, useless, unless we have
the baptism of fire.— Arthur.

'HOOL BANNER.
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Before the Class.

Ap]:ram'h to the lesson. Review (by questioning,
if possible) the lust lesson, making prominent the
| sulient points, Cull expecial utiention to the proms
| ise of the buptism of the Holy Ghost which was to
| be ** not many duys hence,”” as the fultillment of
hut promse makes the subject of this lesson. We
left the disciples enguged in prayer in the upper
| room. Little did they know that it was to be the
| ;nost remarkable prayer meeting of all time. For
ten days they waited upon the Lord. What min-
led feelings of hope and fear must have filled their
hearts! At some time during that ten days’ meet-
| ing Peter, who is now the recognized leader, takes
| the initiul step toward filling Judas's place, so that
| the original number as appointed by the Muster
“nu_\‘ be complete. Notice his familiarity with the
\Scriplurcs. No less than four separate prophecies
| are referred to o8 fulfilled in Judas and his fate,
| Psalms 41. 93 55. 235 69, 25; 109, 8. The qual-
| ifications of the man to be chosen are made clear.
Have the class tell what they were, Acts 1. 21, 23,
and why insisted upon. Two were selected, and a
choice to be made by lot. Notice they did their
part and God did his. Explain the * lot " ( Bible
Dictionary). Make it clear that there was no
| ¢ chance "’ about it, a8 at present understood, but
1‘ that * the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord,"”
| Prov. 16. 33. The lot was of the Lord’s devising,
| and, eonducted under his direction, always enabled
| men to know his will. Matthins was as truly God-
chosen as Peter was Christ-appointed.

The most remarkable
early Chureh is about to
the people, their frame

Method of presentation.
| thing in the history of the
| happen. Picture the place,
| of mind after ten duys of communion with God,

making it live before the eluss.  Tell about ente-
meaning of the word : meaning of' the feast
| when established § when e lebrated and how. Did
| the events of our lesson just happen to full on that
duy? Is it any special help to God’s people to
be * of one accord What promises
may they claim under those cireumstances ! De-
seribe vividly the approach of the heavenly mes-
| senger. Notice it does not say there was a wind,
| but a sound like o wind. The wind wus not the
| Holy Ghost. The sound filled the house. The
| Holy Ghost fills hearts, verse 4. The tongues
not of fire, but like it. The tongues (possi-
use the disciples were to make of

cost |

one place 1

were
| bly indicating the
this new power) saton each—an individual matter,
like repentance, forgivencss, baptism, ete. This
| wonderful new power for service came upon all,
And they all began to use it. All classes of people
among them, but no preferences shown by the Holy

| Ghost. He had use for all. 8o to-day., Forone

| member of this class to fuil to perform his God-
given work will make a
them, and maybe reduce

discord in heaven's an-
the number who might
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otherwise sing the *‘ new song.”  The Holy Ghost
not only gave them power, but instructed them
when and how to use it. Notice that no sooner are
these disciples ready and prepared to present the
message than an audience and opportunity are pro-
vided.

The ability of these disciples to talk in the lan-
gunge of all present wus a mirncle.  Don’t try to
explain it away. Nothing so appc als to 4 man as
his mother tongus. The same is true of dialeets
and provincialisms.  When svangelists talk to
sailors they will use nautical terms—to nul'xliers,
military phrases, ete. Why t Is there authority for
itund advantage in it? Tradesmen understand it.
A glance at these countries named show that nearly
the whole known world was represented.  Show a
map large enough for the class to see. ** Asia”
meuns simply the small provinces of Mysia, Ly dia,
and Carin, What was the theme of their discourse ?
The most important theme for all of us—** The
wonderful works of God.”

Teaching points. Verse 1. Blessings only come
when we are * fully »" ready.

Verse 1. A church, to be blessed, must be united
in purpose and prayer.

Verse 2. All of God’s blessings are full and free.

Verse 8. Our preparation for service must be an
individual matter,

Verse 4. The Holy Ghost may be had by all who
are ready to receive him.

Verse 4. Not till we receive the Holy Ghost are
we ready for service,

Verse 6. When we are really ready to deliver the
message people will be ready to hear it.

Verse 6. Nothing so appeals to & man as his

mother tongue.

Verses 9-11, Preachers and teachers reach many
w' 0 do not hear their voice.

Verses 1213, There ure two classes of hearers in

every audience—those who aceept and those who |

reject the message,
Verse 13. The Christian worker must expect to
be misjudged.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The teacher will find in Dr. Gloag’s note * On
the Gift of Tongues,” in his exposition on these
verses, a full discussion of the subject....Notice
“the seven elements:” (1) Time; (2) Place;
(8) Persons j (4) Events; (5) Difficulties; (6) Doc-
trines; (7) Dutics, as good outline for teachers’
mecting or for study of the lesson....The require-
ments for the descent of the Spirit: (1) A promise;
(2) The spirit of unity ; (3) The spirit of prayer;
(4) The fullness of time; (5) The receptive con
dition,...The manifestations of the Spirit; (1) A
sound; (2) A wind, “breath;” (3) A fire; (4) A
tongue....The effects upon the disciples: (1) A
new experience; (2) A new langnage; (3) New

testimony ; (4) New character; (5) New power
over men; (6) New kuowledge of the word of God
....Effeets upon the world: (1) Awukening atten-
tion: (2) Causing wonder; (3) Inspiring belief;
(4) Imparting convietion ; (5) To some eausing
scornful unbehief. What the les<on demands of
us: (1) To believe in the promises ; (2) To expect
the blessing; (3) to testify for Christ, ete,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
O day of rest aud gladness.
Come, Holy Ghost.
Come, Holy Ghost in love.
Holy Spirit, faithful guide.
Lord, I hear of showers of blessing.

No. 2.
Come, Tloly Spirit, come.
Thou, who camest from above.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Our blest Redeemer.
He has come,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

There is no greater event in the world’s history
than this we are considering to-day. It enfolds
the destiny of the race. Yoursalvation, and mine,
through the atonement of the Lord Jesus, is assured
to us only through the office and work of the Holy
Spirit.  We ought to study this lesson as one would
study a document assuring him of release from
sentence of death and restoration to freedom from
behind prison bars. Let us make this scene in
Jerusalem very real, praying that we may be made
to see how vital is its relation to our own spiritual
life.

Strange that such a great event should have in-
rested only that little company in the upper
Jut we must remember that the indiffer-
ence of the multitude to religious truth is no proof
of its minor importance, The great majority of
men and women are as blind as those in Jerusalem,
but blessed are your eyes it you sce!

For ten days one hundred and twenty persons
had been praying for the eqming of the Spirit,
Why should they pray for what had been already
promised 2 Beeause that is God's order. He says
in refercnce to every good thing he has promised,
“ Ask, and ye shall receive.” Ie gives the Holy
Spirit in special measure to them that ask himj
and they needed the preparation of these days of
prayer that they might be ready to receive the gift
of power when it should come. Why did not the
answer come sooner? God does nothing in haste,
[lis answers to prayer are often delayed for reasons
that he best knows; but they come. One of the
sweetest lessons we can learn is to ** wait patiently
for him.” Some of the most precious promises in

t

room !
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his word are to those who * wait.”” He never fails,
and when he answers, he answers royally.

wThey were all fi led with the Holy Ghost.”
Are you praying to be filled with the 8pirit? He
will surely come. It may be that * suddenly’’ he
will fill “all the house? of your being, or gradually
he may lead you into fullness of blessing.

The outward manifestation of the Spirit was
cloven tongues like as of fire. The inward, which
we all may share, is his presence in the heart,
making us bold to witness for Jesus, full of joy,
unselfish, and devoted to the interests of Christ's

kingdom.

The human tongue has great possibilities for
good or evil. What wonderful use of it followed
the revelation of those tongues of fire! St. James
BOYS, «The tongue can no man tame.” But the
Holy Spirit can. Ile makes the harsh tongue gen-
tle; the stammering, cloguent; the critical, kind
the repelling, persuasive § the fulse, truc: the mur-
muring, grateful ; the complaining, full of praise.
1t is glorious to possess 4 tongue purified and con-
secrated hy the Holy Spirit. Its power in prayer,
irf testimony, in song, and in sociul conversation
cannot be measured.

How blessed it would be if we—you and 1—
ghould henceforth swspenk with other tongues as
the Spirit gave us utterance,” not only in prayer

LESSON IIL A MULTITUDE CONVERTED.
GOLDEN TEXT. The promise is unto you, and to your children, a

Acts
AUTHORIZED VERSION.

Acts 2. 83-47. [Commil to memory verses 38, 30.

32 This Je'sus hath God raised up, whereof we all |

are Witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the fizht hand of God ex-
alted, and having rece ived of the Father the prom-
ise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this,
which ye now see and heur.

34 For Da'vid is not ascended into the heavens:

but he suith himsc If, The Lorp said unto my Lord, \

8it thou on my right hand,

5 Until Tmake thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Is'ra-¢l know as-
suredly, that God sinth made that same Je'sus,
whom ye have erucified, both Lord and ( hrist.

37 Now when they he ard this, they were yricked
in their heart, and anid unto Pe’ter und to the rest
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do?

a8 Then Pe'ter suid unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Je'sus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy G

30 For the promisc
children, and to all that
as the Lord our God shall call.

to you, and to your
afur off, even us many

40 And with muny other words did he testify |

and exhort

ving, Buve _\'uur-«luw from this un-
toward generati

R

[Jan. 17.

meeting, but in school, in business, at home, and
in society. Is it possible ! Indeed it is. Let us
try it and see how much more lovely life will be
for ourselves and for all who know us.

Only those who experience it understand the
worlk of the Spirit in the heart. The world is still
in doubt saying oue to another, What meaneth
this?” Do you know the heavenly secret? Have
you seen visions of his transforming power in your
own nature, and of the grand possibilities of your
life in service for him ¢

Blackboard.

ONEECSF

(Jan. 17.
nd to all that are afar off.

2. 39.
REvVISED VERSION.

!:'.‘_’ This Je'sus did God raise up, whereof we all

33 are witnesses, Being therefore by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath

| 34 poured forth this, which ye see and hear, For

Da'vid ascended not into the heavens: but he

gaith himself,

The Lord ¢
right hand,

{85 Tl make thine enemies the footstool of thy

feet. =

36 Let all the house of lsrael therefore know
assuredly, that God hath made him' both Lord

| and Christ, this Je'sus whom ye crucified.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked
| in their heart, and «aid unto Pe'ter and the rest
of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?

38 And Pe'ter said unto them, Repent ye, and be

ed every one of you in the name of Je'sus

dye

id unto my Lord, 8it thou on my

unto the remission of your sins §
| s gift of the Tloly Ghost.
| you is the promise, and to your children, and to
~ all that are afar offy even as many &s the Lord
40 our God shall call unto him. And with many

other words he testified, and exhorted them,

or to
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41 Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized : and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many
wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had
all things common §

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in
the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and single-
ness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favor with all the
people.  And the Lord added to the church daily
I!U\'{l as should be saved.

saying, Save yourselves from this crooked gen-
41 eration. They then that received his word were
baptized : and there were added unto them in
that day about three thousand souls. And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread und the
prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and
many wonders and signs were done by the apos-
tles. And all that believed were together, and
had all things common; and they sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all,
according a8 any man had need. Andday by
day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in
the temple, and breaking bread at home, they
did take their food with gladness und single-
47 ness of heart, praising God, and having favor

with all the people. And the Lord added to

them day by day those that were being saved.

42

43

44
45

46

———————

Time.—Same day as last lesson, Sunday, May
28, A. D. 30. Place.—Jerusalem, in the neigh-
borhood of the upper room where the events
of last Sunday’s lesson occurred. Conmect-
ing Links.—Peter answers the criticisms of
the crowds. He sets aside the charge of drunken-
ness as absurd, und declares that the miracles are
the fulfillment of ancient prophecy ; that they are
signs that the climax of Hebrew history has come.
He proclaims Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ of
God, and charges his hearers with having mur-

dered him.
Home Readings.

M. A multitude converted. Acts 2, 25-36.
Tu. A multitude converted. Acts 2. 37-47.
W. Call to repentance. Isa. 55. 1-T.

Th. Confession and salvation. Rom. 10. 4-13.
F. Born anew. 1 Peter 1, 17-25.

8. Joy in heaven. Luke 15.1-10,

The prodigal returning. Luke 15. 11-24.

l.euon Hymns.
No. 132, New Canadian Hymnal.

All praise to our redeeming Lord.

No. 130, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, ye that love the Lord.

No. 131, New Canadian Hymnal.
Blest be the tie that binds,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Earnest Seeker, v. 52-40,
Of what fact were the aposties witnesses !

What had he to do with the seenes of Pentecost?

What testimony had David borne of him?

What truth did Peter now declare to Israel !

What ev.lence of the power of truth was
given?

What two dutics were declared to be necessury ?

Who first preached the duty of repentance

Wherein does bap ism * in the name of Christ”
differ from John's baptism ?

What promise was made to the obedient ?

How general was the promise ¢ (GoLpex TexT.)

To what salvation were the people exhorted ?

What promise has Jesus made to every earnest
seeker? (Matt. 7. 7.)
2. Glad Believers, v. 41-43,

How many were there of these glad believers ¢

What four things show that they were real
Christians ?

Which of these are binding duties upon Chris-
tians now ¢

What experience became general ?

What power was given to the apostles !

Name some of these * wonders "’ and * signs.”

Why were miracles so called ?
3. United Christians, v. 44-47.

In what were these Christians first united ?

What property interests had they in common ?

How fur should their example be a rule for us?
(See Rom. 15. 1, 2; Gal. 6. 2.

How did they further show the spirit of unity ?

Whose favordid this spirit win ?

How did God indorse their fellowship ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
1. The resurrection of Jesus is a well-uttested
fact,
2, The Holy Spirit is the abiding witness to the
risen Clirist,

3. Repentance is a divine demand and a univer-

What honor and what promise had Jesus re- | sal duty,

ceived ¢

4. Obedient believers beeome happy Christians,
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEI)H\TE \
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 32-40.
Why did not Peter prove Christ's resurreetion? |
Who witnessed it? |

How was Christ honored ¥ |
Had Christ said why his Father would send the ‘\
Spirit !

Did the outward sigus appear only for amoment t
What words of David did Peter quote ] {
Why ecould not these have been meant of David
himself ? )
How do Eastern conquerors treat their foes?
With what crime did Peter charge his hearers? “
What effect had Peter’s sermon ? |
Mention the two things he told them to do. |
W hat two things would God then give them ?
For whom was the promise?
2. Verses 41-43.
How did they treat Peter’s message !
How many did this?
In what did the converts continue?
Why did others fear ¥
3. Verses 44-47.
What experiment did they try with their prop-
erty !
Did it succeed !
What evil fruit did it bear !

Why were the converts 80 happy ¢
Why were they esteemed by the people {

How can true members be added to the Church ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Who preached on the day of Pentecost !

meant !
W hat prophet had foretold this ?
How were John the Buptist’s W ords fulfilled ?

'‘H0OL BANNER.
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Whom did Peter preach to the erowd ?

Why was he not afraid ¢ He was filled with
the Holy Spirit.

What great erime did he charge upon the people?

How did some feel when they heurd his words

What did they say !

What good news could Peter tell them 1

Whom did Peter obey in teaching these things ?

1Tow many were buptized that day ?

Iow did the new believers live together?

Lessons for Me.

Sin, when we se¢ it, pricks the heart.

The way to get rid of «in is to repent and forsake it. -

Those who love Jesus loveone another. 3

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Peter tell the peopleto doon the
day of Pentecost 7 To repent and be baptized.

2. To whom did he suy that God had given the
promise of salvation? To them and to their
childrens

3. llow didl the people receive Peter’s words ?
With joy and gladness,

4. 1low many were on that day added to the
Church? Three thousand people.

5. How did the believers show their love for each

ther ? ivingaseach needed.
Did the Christians at once forsake the temple ] “ other! BY§ g

6. What is the GOLDEN Texr ! ¢ The prom=

| ise,y?? ete.

——

OUR CHURCH CATECHISM.

5. Are there any other religions in the world?

_ g I'here is only one Divine Teacher, and only one
What did he say the strange sights and sounds | 4 i
| \yue religion; but there have been many filse

teach: rs, and thereare many false religions.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Traits of a True Conversion.

1. Degp CONVICTION.
Pricked to the heart. ¥. 8T,
Godly sorrow ....repentance. 2 Cor. 7. 10.
My sin is ever before me.  Psalm 51. 3.
11, Earnest INqQuiny.
What shall we do? v. 3T,
What wilt thou? Acts 9. 6.
What must 1 do? Acts 16, 30.
111. OpeN CONFESSION.
They. ... were baptized. v. 41
Confess me before men. Matt. 10. 22,
Baptism doth....save us. 1 Peter 8. 21
1IV. GosprL INSTRUCTION.
The apostles' teacking. V. 42 (Revised Version).

Attendance t0... .doctrine. 1 7Tim. 4. 13.
To virtue, knowledge. 2 Poter 1. 5.

| 5
V. CurisTIAN FeLLowsHIP.

All that believed ... . Jtogether. V. 44,
That ye be like-minded. Phil. 2. 2
One new man.  Eph. 2. 15.
V1. LiseraL GIvING.
Parted. .. .as eery man. N 45.
Distributing to....s0ints, Rom. 12. 13,
Do good unto all men. Gal. 6. 10
V1. Zeavovs WoRrsHiP.
Daily....in the temple. v. 45

| Not forsaking the assembling. 1leb, 10. 25,

}‘ How awiable... tabernacles. Psalm 84, 1.
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AL NO’

General Statement.

This lesson conneets elosely with the pr

ling one. The eriti

isms with which our last lesson ended

were tremendously answered by Peter. Like the orator he was he saw that his hearers belonged to two

clusses, foreign-born and home-bred Jews, and he makes a special appeal to cach, e tosses aside as

absurd the charge of drunkenness, shows that Joel

charges upon his hearers the murder of Jesus

had prophesied what was now occurring,

directly

, declares that he had been approved of God and had been

raised from the dead, and that this also was a fulfillment of special propheey, and throughout his speech
maintains that Jesus was the promised Christ. The closing passages, beginning with verse 32, ure in

our lesson,

392. This Jesus, Sce verse 24, Hath God
raised up. Better, *“did God raise up.”
Whereof we are all witnesses. This phrase
may have included all the disciples, for it is prob-
able that by this time the resurrection was gen-
erally admitted throughout Jerusalem. The duty
of “.\\ilncs.-'m,-:" the resurrection of Christ was the
most important duty of the early Church, Great
care had been taken to secure competent witnesses,

33. By the right hand of God. Better,
o the right hand of God.” The promise of
the Holy Ghost. Givento the apostles by the
Lord, especially toward the close of his life.

34. David is not ascended into the
heavens, This is the close of an argument
which Peter has based on Psalm 16, which he
quotes in verses 25 to 28 of this chapter. It will be
necessary for the teacher to read carcfully the
whole speech with speeiul reference to this argu-
ment. The Lord said unto my Lord. Peter
doubtlesss was present at the incident given in
Matt, 22. 42-45, and heard our Lord's own proof
that such a phrase as this could not apply to David
himself.

35. Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
Until I give thee complete conquest of thy foes.

36. Theold version of this verse is immeasurably
be ter thun that of the Revised Version . The house
of Israel means the Jewish nation. For Christ
read * Messiah.”

37. Pricked in their heart. Vexed,grieved,
conscience-smitten.  Said unto Peter and to
the rest. Wc have repeatedly in these uotes
called attention to the true and natural primacy of
Peter, his moral and intellectual leadership. He
is always the first to speak, the first to decide, the
first to act, the first to challenge; but it is ap-
parently the primacy of intellectual and emotional
force. There is not the slightest indication that he
hud any such precedence over the rest as the pope
now claims over eurdinals and bishops § indeed, if
one were searching for the most striking contrast
possible to the artless simplicity of the primitive
Church he would find it in the Vatican, Men and
brethren. Better, * men who are my brethren.”
A phrase not unlike our *fellow-citizens,” but
with far more meaning to an ancient Jew. Not
improbably some of the very men who thus, with

penitent affection, asked the apostles what they
should do, had only a little while before mockingly
accused them of drunkenness, The wondertul ef-
fectiveness of Peter’s sermon was due to the pres-
ence and power of the Spirit of God. W hat shall
wedo? Sosoon as God’s Spirit impresses a hu-
man heart with a deep sense of sin, that heart at
onee sets about changing its course of thought and
action, Repentance, turning around, closely fol-
lows penitence,

38. Notice in this verse five steps in salvation.
Repent and be baptized. First, do your ut-
most to change your life, inside and out, Second,
connect yourselt with the Church of Christ on
carth, In the mame of the Lord Jesus,
Third, exercise faith in God through Christ his
Son. For the remission of sins, For salva-
tion from the guilt and power of sin, This is the
fourth step in the process: it is what the theo-
logians call justification. Ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost. This is the fifth and
final step—sunctification.

39. The promise is unto you,and to your
children. Sce Acts 1. 4; 2. 33, To all that
are afar off. The Gentiles. Sce Eph, 2.17. As
many as the Lord our God shall call, Sce
Rom. 1. 6; 8. 28,3803 9. 24; 1 Cor. 1, 2; Gal. 1. 6.

40. Save yourselves from this untoward
generation—DBetter, ** crooked gencration,” Very
crooked it was. It had tolerated the unspeakable
iniquitics of the Herods ; it had run in a frenzy of
penitence to be buptized by John, and then had
supinely watched his murder; it had permitted the
seribes und Phurisees to fatten on its superstitions,
and had applauded when our Lord denounced them ;
within five days it had sung, ‘* Hosanna tothe Son
of David ! " and * Crueify him! " its daily habits
were **sensual and devilish ;" its patriotic outbursts
were as’ fitful and ineffective us its religious im-
pulses ; a few years later it wus destroyed by a
catastrophe so awful that the  fall of Jerusalem”
has ever since pointed a proverb, Everywhere the
apostles—Paul as much as Peter—repeat this ex-
hortation with quivering nerves and tremendous
spiritual conviction, ** Come out from among them,
and be ye separate !

41. Gladly received, Welcomed.
42. Apostles’ doctrine. Better, “ teaching.”
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Fellowship, That is, the close brotherhood of
the Chureh, in which for while all property was
held for all, and they were all actuated by one holy
purpose. Breaking of bread. Doubtless in the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, a8 well as in love
feasts, In prayers. The Greek is noticeable
here, the prayers.

44. Were together. Lived in the closest pos-
sible association, Had all things commo!
Doubtless this would be the natural way to live if
Christian love and ity were perfected, but even
in Jerusalem it scems soon to have been found im-
practicable § and that in the apostolic Church there
were distressing cuses of luziness, of frand, of riot-
ous living, and of sin against the Holy Ghost, is one
of the saddest and most practical lessons Christian
history gives us.

45. Parted them to all men, as every

man had need. At the first, upparently, this
was done from holy impulse and with very little

system,

46. In the temple. There was not y
Christian mind (so far as we can see) the slightest
idea that the Church would ever separate itself from
the Jewish temple. This little group of disciples
probably formed, as we have secn, & synagogue by
themselves, Certainly they had no temple to them-
sclves, nor any church in the modern sense of that
phrase. In place of from house to house read
gt homes;” probably in that upper room, that
already repeatedly mentioned, Acts
1.13; 2.1,2,ete. Eat their meat, Take their
food. Gladness and singleness of heart.
This side of heaven nothing so beautiful as this has
ever been seen.

47. Added to the church daily. Better,
tgdded to them day by day.” Such as should
be saved, Better, ¢ those that were being saved.”
This has direct reference to the éxhortation of verse
40. Peter said, ‘* Save _\‘nuracl\‘r.\." Three thou-
«and began at onee to do so, and day by day, as
they came, they were promptly received to the

“one place,”

\ heart’s love of the little company.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 32. This Jesus, The very same who was
approved of Go the man whom you
took and laid wicked bands upon, verse 24. God
hath raised up. David, verse 26, spoke of & res-
urrection which did not apply to himself, but which
has come to puss in this Jesus. Whereof we are
all witnesses. They liad been endued on the
day of Pentecost for the very purpose that they
might give infallibie testimony, which they could
do, if they would, because they had been person-
ally cognizant both of his death and of hix after life,

33. Therefore. Inconscquence of the resur-
reetion. By the right hand. Not that Jesus
was assigned to a certain place, but that he was ex-
alted to equality in honor. The-promise of the
Holy Ghost. Called in Acts 1. 4, the promise of
the Father. He hath shed forth this, which
Jesus had reccived from the Father, The three
persons of the Trinity are represented in this verse.
Which ye now see and hear., They them-
sclves were made witnesses to the greatest of the
miracles, that of Pentecost.

34, For, The proof that Jesus has been ex-
alted to the right hand of God is now to be given.
Above it was assumed, Peter proves this by ap-
pealing to common ground. The Jew professed to
believe the prophecics, The passage now quoted
is the Septuagint translation of Psalm 110, 1, On
my right hand. This refers, not to the original
dominion which Christ as God possesses, but to
his mediatorial throne. The exaltation in question
he enjoys by reason of his obedience and sufferings.
« Who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hund of God,” Heb, 12. 2

35. Thy footstool. Revised Version, *‘ the

verse 223

Let all the house of Is=
rael know assuredly. llow unlike an untu-
tored fisherman all this sounds! No wonder the
people were amazed and marveled at such power as
was manifest in such preaching. Peter gives the
matter in hand double cmphasis by the word ** as-
suredly.”  God hath made that same Jesus
Lord and Christ. Lord of all by exalting him
1o his right hand and the Messiah us well.
37. They were pricked in heart. Not
ily all, but three thousand. Stung with

for having crucificd the very Lord for
whom they had been devoutly looking. Unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles.
Though the first to speak and the leader on all oc-
casions, he is nevertheless only one of them.
What shall wedo ? Tlow shall we escape from
the guilt in which we are involved t Brethrens
A term of respeet and even affeetion.  The people
were not angered, but were thankful for the re-
buke which Peter had administered, If it hgd not
been so three thousand souls would not have been
converted that day, verse 41,

38, Repent. Repentance means primarily an
afterthought, ditferent from a former thought §
then a change of mind which issues in regret and
in ehange of conduet. The essential idea of the word
is not sorrow, but change; first of thought, second of
conduet. When we come to see that we have been
doii . wrong SOrrow follows as a natural conse-
quence. But unless the sorrow besufficiently deep
and thorough to work a change of life it is too
superficial to constitute one a diseiple. The ex-
ceeding great importance of repentance in its true
and comprehensive sense accounts for the fact that
John the Baptist (Matt. 8. 2), Jesus (Matt, 4.17),

footstool of thy feet.”

nece

remorse
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and Peter following the direction of Jesus (Luke
24, 17) all began their preaching with this doce-
trine. Be baptized. * The word may be taken
in the sense of washingor sprinkling.”"—Dr. M. R.
Vincent, Word Studies. “The Teaching of the
Apostles,” a writing belonging to the early times
of Christianity, in chapter7 says : “ Baptize in liv-
ing water. But if thou hast not living water, bap-
tize in other water; and if thou canst not in cold,
then in warm. But if thou hast neither, pour
water upon the head thrice in the naume of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,”
In the name of Jesus Christ. Command
had already been given that baptism should be in
the name “of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
here in the name
nent representative of the Church.
outward sign and manifestation of an

Japtism sig-
nified the
inward change and was of no force
nified change, Weare not, however, to underrate
the importance of wafer baptism.  Whoever will-
fully negleets it violutes Christ’s express command

'pt as it sig-

as truly as he who commits any othersin. For the |

remission of sins. Baptism is not the eause of
the remission of sins.
Baptism is only the sign of that which has
taken place beeause of faith in the soul. Ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,  The
Book of the Acts brings out the work of the Tloly
Spirit so prumlln-nll_\ as sometimes to be called
“ihe Acts of the Holy Ghost.”
mention the Holy Spirit about forty times in all:
the Acts nearly fifty times.

saved,

39, The promise is unto you and to your
children, and to them that are afar off,
To you who have killed the Lord. To posterity
also,  Finally to all who shall eall on the name of
the Lord, verse 21. The question whether the
Gentiles were to be ineluded was not at the time of
this utterance under consideration. The apostle
was setting forth the largencss of the promise of
God both in time and plaee.

40. Other words.
here but an outline of Peter’s speech, Save
yourselves, Mcet the conditions mnecessary
to salvation. Untoward. Literally, “erooked,”
Christ had called them “ wicked and adulterous,”

41. They that gladly received his word
were baptized. Revised Version omits “gladly ;"
it is not found in the principal manuseripts. As in
India at the present time baptism was followed by
instruction, **It is not likely that three thousand
could have been immersed in one day in Jerusalem,
where the supply of water was not abundant, The
first baptism probably was administered by sprin-
kling or pouring.” —Sehaff.

“The supply of water within the walls of Jeru-
salem was extremely scanty, and access to the res-
ervoirs, most precious to the population of a large

of Christ as the most promi- |

Believe and thou shalt be |

The four gospels |

Luke means that wahave |

lci(y, would not have been allowed to such a large

multitude.”—Bible Commentary.
42. The apostles® doctrine. There was a8
yet no New Testament. The prophecies were in-
| terpreted, the life of Christ narrated, and his com-
| mands and prophecies explained. Breaking of
bread. There were no church buildings, The
meetings were held in private houses, There were
[ no set forms. Jesus had left to his disciples much
| larger liberty than they allow for themselves, Every
; day they had a Lord’s Supper.  The love feast was
an institution of the earliest apostolic times, It
was revived in modern times by the Moravians, and
adopted by John Wesley ns one of the institutes of
Methodism,

43. Fear. Not terror, but religious awe. In
similar manner fear came upon the Canaanites when
| the Israclites first entered the Promised Land; so
: they wer¢allowed to settle unharmed. 8o now for
a time the mockers were hushed and all violent op=
position was stayed.

44. Had all things common. The belief
that * this same Jesus [1. 11] shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” was
abroad that he should ecome In conse=

| quence the ordinary duties of life, especially of pro-
vision for the future, were suspended,
45. People sold their possessions, lived upon
and rapidly used up what they had accumulated,
resulting shortly in great poverty and destitution
| among the chureli at Je For the time,
however, they had all things in ecommon.
\ 46, Continning with one accord daily in
| the temple. They were no separatists, no come-
| outers, but cleaved unto the temple worship even
| more punctually and devoutly than ever before,
As long as the temple stood they stood by the
temple. To the people they were Jews, but of a
aore devout and zealous sort,
| 47. And the Lord added to the church
daily. ly, to them, *The most author-
| itative text And the Lord added day by day to-
| gether such as were in the way of salvation,!”

Y 8oon.

|
|

usalem.

| —Cambridge Bible. This salvation, begun at con-
| version and carried on day by day, requires con-
stant faith and activity as well as constant watchful-
Final salvation belongs to those only who
have crossed to the ¢ other side.”

ness,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Gospel According to St. Peter.

1+ Puter's Gospel reaches to the ends of the earth and
to the end of time. It is ‘“to all that are afar off”
in the remotest regions on which the sun shines,
It is * unto you and to your children” from gener-
ation to generation until the sun shall cease to
shine, It is to every one who hears the summons,
 Whosoever will may come ;”" ** to as many as the
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Lord our God shall call ;' that is, to every crea- | into my church 1" Give suggestions on how to
bring men to Christ.” *How shall T get my people

ture.

Q. Peter's gospel is first re vivalistic, ['A[’llll!lllli("‘ to praise more?” * How ghall T provide for the
afterward. For Peter was not without philosophy. | needy ones of my flock?”  The leader read the
Paul found that out, and all the churches of Chris- ‘ questions without comment, and then turning o
tendom, and some agreed w ith it and some did not. | Acts 2, read the last ten verses. “ You see,” he
But when a soul was to be saved he luid his philos- | said, *that the one answer to all these questions is
ophy on the shelf and said, ** Repenty and be bap- | ¢ Receive ye the Holy Ghost! When he dwells in
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Chirist | the hearts of believers there are harmony, benevo-
for the remission of sins, and ye shall reccive the | lence, additions to the church, miracles of grace,
gift of the Holy Ghost.” He talked in the power | and a wpirit of praise. Just as in a great mill there
of the Spirit of God until his hearers were pricked | are & variety of muchines doing o variety of work,
in their hearts.  He told them what they had done | yet all must receive their vitality from the greut
until they were constrained to cry out, « What | engine so every department of Christian work
shull we do?” He told them what to do to “gave | must receiveits motive power from the Holy Spiit.”

themselves from this untoward generation,” and

how.
; o Before the Class.
3. DPeter's Gospel pre aches the necessity and prive- E
lege 4_:{'r1:ir-ilrml life. Firsty sins will be remitted 3 Approach to the lesson, Bring up the last two
Spirit will dwell in the hearts of lessons by very brief reference to the leading

second, the Holy
the | points. The ascension, the return to Jerusalem,

those whose sins are remitted, cleansing
is inspirnl'\un,cnqmwur- the ten days' prayer meeting, choice of Matthias,
buptismn of the Holy Ghost, commotion in the city,
and charge of drunkenness.

Peter, as usual taking the lead, declares the
charge of drunkenness to be unreasonable because
of the hour of the day, and tells the assembled
multitudes that it is the work of the Holy Spirit,
and that Joel’s propheey is thereby fulfilled. e
then begins his memorable sermon, & portion of
which is in our lesson. He is bold and direct in
aceusing them of murdering their Messiah, and is
profuse in quoting the prophecics which were ful-
filled in his death and resurrection. Ile quotes
freely from Psalm 16, and shows that every detail
of Duvid’s prophetie view had been exactly ful-
filled. At this point the lesson opens.

Method of presentation. Peter is just approach-
ing the climax of his great sermon. He has focused
their minds on Jesus. They knew of his death and
burial, but questioned his resurrection. Having
led their minds to this point by statements they
were bound to accept, Peter declares that God had
brought Jesus out of the grave, and the apostles at
Jenst were witnesses of thut fact, for they bad seen
him, and eaten with him, and handled him, after
his resurrection. Then follows @ close-knit argu-
ment to show that only Christ could fulfill David’s
propheey, and the only possible conclusion, namely,
thut he must be the promised and looked for Mes-
sinh. Peterappeals to Jews, for none others would

thoughts of our hearts by h
ing us for the burden and battle of life, sunetifying
our nature, preparing us for heaven.

—

By Way of Illustration.

« They were pricked in their heart.”” A prencher
who had become well known as an evangelist,
gaid that in his earlier ministry he felt that he sue-
ceeded, if people went away saying, * What a fine
sermon—=how finished and scholarly and doc-
trinal ! But after he had received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit, he felt that every sernion was o
failure that did not cause men to ery out, ** What
must 1 do to be saved 1" —Spurgeon.

« Repent.”” Repentance is not alone a sorrow for
sin; it is not remorse, it is not_weeping. Repent-
anco is * right about face.” ft meuns that a man
who has been walking in one direetion has turned
about and is walking in exactly the opposite direc-
tion, Itisan act of the will, and may or may not
be accompanied with weeping. The important
thing is the turning from sin to righteousness.—
Moody. .

« Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ Jor the
remission of sins.” We do not issue n receipt till
we receive the money involved, and then it is given
as an acknowledgment of debts paid. In like
manner we are not bnpﬁzcd to get remission, but
having rw"',“c‘l """'"f"“"'? "f’""’"'" Jesus C,h""t' andcrstand the force of the prophecies and the argu-
we are baptized fn.r x rt’l.m:lslnl\ 37 that is, in 8¢ | ments based thereon. The climax, verse 86, is
knowlcdgcn?vnt. ok s g"}‘ and as 8 ‘,l“d“r"“"" | severely foreeful and heart reaching. Having led
that we receive it. Then follows apromise: CAnd | 4 0m to see the wickedness of erucifying the chosen
ye ’;‘l'““ reccive the Holy (,”""“'" This is the gift | ope, Peter lays the erime at their door, and thus
of God to the obedicnt believer. prings them face to fuce with God as hefore their

Verses 41-47. At 8 convention of Christian | judge. Ask the class to define conviction, also re-
workers there was & question box, and the questions | pentance. Is conversion simply « feeling bud and
ran like this: ¢ How shall I get a harmonious spirit | then feeling better " Can there be true repent-
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ance without obedienee to every known command
of God! What promise was made to those who
repented and obeyed ! TIs that promise good now ?
Why is the Holy Ghost called a *‘gift?” Luke
11. 13,

What a day in Jerusalem! That was a revival
worth naming. Three thousand in a day ! They
received the word tgladly.” Whyt Can the
word be received any other way than gladly  How
did they prove the genuineness of their conversion !
What is the meaning of their * fear?” Could they
« fear™ and be *“ glad " too? Possibly the mock-
ers “feared,” 1f so, why? Whatis the best way
to silence mockers? THow important is steadfast-
ness in the Christian life? They were so filled
with the joy of their new life in Christ that they
trusted each other implicitly and gave themselves
wholly to living their prul‘cssion. They were not
ashamed of their Master, and were enthusiastic in
his service. They went to church regularly and
often. What are the benefits of Church member-
ship—to the individual, to the Church, to the
cause? Whose is the greatest loss when a man
tries to live a Christian life outside of the Church ¢
Whyt

Practical teackings. Verse 32. Only bold, confi-
dent witnessing is effective.

Verse 33, Every promise of God is kept.

Verse 85. The whole world shall yet acknowledge
Christ,

Verse 36, What the Christian knows he should
* know assuredly.”

Verse 87, The Holy Ghost uses plain truth to
convict the heart.

Verse 87. None ery for help till they realize that
they need it.

Verse 88, The gift of the Holy Ghost follows re-
pentance and obedience.

Verse 41, The Christian religion is a religion of
gladness,

Verse 46, The Christian religion draws Christians
together in purpose and prayer.

Verse 47. The Lord saves, but uses human agen-
cies to reach the people.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Give a brief account of Peter’s sermon preceding
the lesson: (1) The time; (2) The hearers ; (3) The
circumstances ; (4) Characteristies of the sermon :
(a) Seriptural; (5) Having Christ as a theme; (¢)
Direct and plain; (d) Practical; (¢) Bold....The
results of Peter’s discourse: (1) Conviction ; (2)
Resolution 3 (3) Faith; (4) Conversion ; (5) Stead-
fastness ; (6) Growth....The characteristics of a
true revival : (1) Earnest preaching ; (2) Many con-
versions. ... The character of the Pentecostal church
....What does this lesson teach as the duty of': (1)
Those who hear the Gospel? (2) Of young dis-
ciples? (8) Of the Church toward scekers and new
members

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

(Come with thy sins to the fountain.
‘The Spirit and the Bride say * Come !
Jesus, my Lord, to thee 1cry.

Love divine, all love excelling,
Saviour, let me still abide.

No. 2.
Hark, my soul ! it is the Lord,
1 bring my sins to thee.
To-day the Saviour calls.
The Saviour is calling.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed.

References.
Freeman. Ver. 34; The post of honor, 686, Ver,
46: Place of meeting in the temple, 704,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Every promise and propheey concerning the
Holy Spinit had its confirmation in these events
immediately following the day of Pentecost,
Through him, the risen Lord wus as real to Peter
as when he saw him ascend to heaven. Through
him he understood what David had written ages
before in the Psalms. Thus the Spirit always
makes the word of God plain and convineing to us,
If you find your Bible not very interesting reading,
or it you cannot understand it, ask the Ioly Spirit
to teach you,and it will seem to you like a new
book.

What Peter said to others through the Holy
Spirit went straight to their hearts, Ie waid,
“This same Jesus whom you ecrucified,” and al-
though there were many present who had had
nothing to do with the actual crucifixion of Jesus,
the IHoly Spirit showed them that they really
were responsible for it. They were pricked in their
hearts,

Have you ever been pricked with the thought
that it was for your sin Jesus sutfered ¢ How cun
we look upon his cross and not feel the deepest
shame and sorrow for sin and the most reverent
love for him who bore 8o much to deliver us from
its power?

A view of ourselves in our true relation to Jesus
always leads to the question, What shall we do?
The answer is direct and plain. Repent. Think
seriously ; look at sin as God sees it ; do not trifle
with it nor excuse it, That is greater folly than it
would be to treat lightly some terrible discase
which will surely end in death unless it is cured.
We are safe only when we bring it to the great
Physician for a radical cure.

Be baptized. Openly confess Jesus. ‘“Ile that
is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will 1
be ashamed before my Father and the holy angels.”

Be honest, frank, true to him who is so trie to us,
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Act immediately when the Spirit spe

heart. The Holy Spirit always is given to us when ship,
yromise is even to those prayer.

we do these things. The |
who are “afur off.” We are never too far for God's
voice to be heard if we w
to reach us if we truly desire it.

What a blessed change the Holy Spirit works in | elass this day

the heart! What a picture of helpful, happy living |
we lave in these newly converted disciples! Do |
you think it takes the gladuess out of life to be a |
Christian?  Nover was a greater mistake. Nobody
has a right, really to be glad except a Christian,
How loving, kind, finsclfish, these new converts
beeame. The Holy Spirit showed them that their
good things of fite
themselves alone, but to be shared with others, It|
was the love of the owners, not the envy of the |
poor, which led to this division of property.

The Holy Spirit does not teach that it is a sin to
be rich, but he does teach that it is a sin to be self-

were nog given to be used I'(\r‘

ish.

We cannot enjoy the full blessing of the Holy
Spirit if we neglect to use the helps at hand to
strengthen usin faith and good works, We must

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

ks in your continue in the ¢

ill listen, nor for his hand | when i
| A e i
| Peter. O, the joy of seeing one converted in my

[Jan, 24,

loctrine, in attendance upon wor-
in fellowship  with Christinns, and in

There were three thousand converted that day
e Holy Spirit spoke through the lips of

Blackboard.

.-

L
GOLDEN TEXT. His name, through faith in his

Actionrizen VERSION,

Acts 3. 1-16. [« ‘ommit Lo inemory verses 18-1¢6.1

1 Now P¢'ter and John went up together iuto |
the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth
hour. |

9 And a certain man lame from his mother's |
womb was earried, whom they laid duily at the
gate of the temple which is ealled Beavtiful, to|
ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

3 Who, seeing Pe'ter and John about to go into |
the temple, asked an alms, - |

4 And Pc'ter, fustening his eyes upon him with
John, said, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to re-
ceive something of them, |

A, Silver and gold have T none:
but such as 1 have give 1 th In the nume of
Je'sus Christ of Naz'u-reth rise up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right hund, and lifted
Jim up: and immediately his feet and ankle hones
received strength.

§ And he leaping up stood, and w alked, and en- |
tered with them into the temple, walking, and |
lenping, and praising God. |

o And all the people saw him walking and prais- |
ing God : ‘.

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for |
alms at the Beautifnl gate of the temple: and |
they were filled with wonder and amuzement at
that which had happened unto him.

11 And as the lame man which was healed held
Pe'ter and John, all the people ran together unto |
them in the porch that is called Sol'l»lnon‘mi
greafly wondering.

SSON 1V, THE LAME MAN HEALED.

[Jan. 24.
name, hath made this man strong. Acts 8. 16.
Revisep VERSION.
1 Now P¢'ter and John were going up into the
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth
9 Jouwr. And a ccrtain man that was lame from
Lis mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid
daily at the door of the temple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered
3 into the temple; who secing Pe'ter and John
about to go into the temple, asked to receive un
4 alms. And Pe'ter, fastening his eyes upon him,
5 with John, said, Look on us. And he gave
heed unto them, expecting to receive something
& from them. But Pe'ter said, Silver and gold
have I none ; but what I have, that give I thee.
In the name of Je'sus Christ of Naz a-reth, walk.
% And he took him by the right hand, and raised
him up: and immediately his feet and his ankle-
§ boues received strength, And leaping up, he
stood, and began to walk : and he entered with
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and
9 praising God. And ull the people saw him
10 walking and prmsing God: and they took
know!-dge of him, that it was he which sat for
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple: and
they were filled with wonder and amazement at
that which had happened unto him.

|11 And as he held Pe'ter and John, ull the people

ran together unto them in the poreh thatis

12 called So'lo-mon’s, greatly wondering.  And
g 3

when Pe'ter saw it, he answered unto the people,

2
§
i
{1
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12 And when Pe'ter saw it, he nnswer'cd gllta
the people, Ye men of Is'ra-el, why marvel ye at
this ¢ or why look ye so earncstly on us, us t_h.nugh
by our own power or holiness we had made this man
to walk ¢

18 The G
Ju'cob, the God of
Son Je'sus i whom ye
him in the presence of Pilute,
mined to let Aim go.

14 But ye denicd the Holy One and the Just,
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath
raised from the dead ; whereof we are witnesses.

16 And his name, through fuith in his name,
hath nade this man strong,
know : yea, the faith which is
him this perfeet soundness in the presence
all.

Wl of A’ bra-ham, and of I'saac, and of
our futhers, hath gloritied his
delivered up, and denied
when he was deter-

by him hath given
of you

whom ye see and |

Ye men of Is'ra-el, why marvel ye at this man ?or
why fusten ye your eyes on us, as though by our
own power or godlinesswe had made him to walk?
13 The God of A'bru-ham, and of I'sane, and of
Ja'cob, the God of our fathers, hath glorificd his
Servant Je'sus; whom ye delivered up, and de-
nied before the fuce of Pi'late, when he had
14 determined to release him.  But ye denied the
Ioly and Righteous One, and asked for a mur-
15 derer to be granted unto you, and killed the
Prince of life ; whom God raised from the dead ;
16 whercof we are witnesses, And by faith in his
name hath his name made this man strong,
| whom ye behold and know: yen, the fuith
| which is through him hath given him this per-
| feet soundness in the presence of you all,

Time.—June, A. D. 30, afternoon, Place.—

The court of the temple, Jerusalem.

Home Readings.

The Lame Man Healed,  Acts 3. 1-11

w. The Lame Man Healed. Acts 3. 12-21,
I, Christ healing. John 5. 1-9.

. The power of Christ. Luke 5. 15-26,

John 14, 1-14.
Murk 16. 14-20.
Matt. 17. 14-21.

M.

In Christ’s name.
Signs following.
Power of faith.

F.
S

S,

Lesson Hymns.
No. 147, New Canadian Hymnal.

God kindly keepeth those he loves.

No. 149, New Canadian Hymnu'.

1 heard the voice of Jesus say.

No. 104, New Canadian Hymnal.

We have heard the joyful sound.

QUESTIONSFORSENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. The Miracles, v, 1-11.

W hat were the Jewish hours for temple worship?

Why did the disciples observe these hours 2

Where was an appeal for help made to them, and
by whom ?

What advantage was it to the man to be near
the temple?

What command did Peter give!

What reason ean you give for this command?

What degree of faith was awakened in the man?

What gift better than money had Peter to he-
stow !

What human help did the man receive ?

What shows the man's complete cure ?

What dfdl the people know of the man’s previous
condition ?

What etfeet had the miracle on the people ?

Was the mirnele then a “xign” or a * won-
der?”

2. The Sermon, v. 12-16,

What surprise did Peter express ?

Wihat power did he disclaim ?

What had wrought the miracle and in whose
honor ?

What wicked choiee had these people made ?

Whom had they killed ?

How had God honored Jesus ?

What hud given the lume muan strength

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 1-11.

Why did Peter and John go together?

How did the apostles show their wisdom and
piety ?

At what hour did they go to the temple ?

How would the lume man be well known?

Which gate did he lieat ?

Why did he go to the temple and not to the
crowded street ?

What' had the apostles that was better than
money ?

How did this miracle differ from those wrought
by Christ !

Is it enough to advise people to be good ?

When did he receive strength ?

Was the cure gradual ?

Ilow did the erowd know the eripple ?

Why did he hold Peter aud Jolin ?
2. Verses 1216,
What led Peter to preach ?
Did he take the credit to himself?
Why was the miracle wrought ?
Whose faith caused it?

What divine help was given?

How may children help great workers?
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Teachings of the Lesson.

1. The gate of the temple is near to the door of
human hearts, 'True worship incites the spirit of
benevolence. Love to God is the source of true
love for men.

9. Faith is the secret of power. It is the hand
of human need outstretched to receive God’s gift
of love. To it all things are possible.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How did Jesus still live on earthi? In his dise
ciples. 3

What did the apostles do in his name?

Where did Peter and John go oneday ¢

What offering was made at this time in the day ?
A lamb was sacrificed.

Whom did they sce at the gate Beaatiful #

‘What did he ask of them?

What did they give him?

Do you think he was surprised !

Would he have been cured if he had not tried to
walk ?

Do you think the beggar had faith in the name
of Jesus

What did the people think who saw him ¢

Why did Peterand John not want to be praised ?

o whom didl all the glory belong?

Where did Peter preach another sermon ¢

Whom did he tell the Jews they had killed ?
The Prince of life.

Wonderful Truths.
That Jesus lives now in hearts that love him.,
That he can do great works through us.

That he has some strange power to give us. Shall
we take it ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. Whom did Peter and John meet atthe Beauti-
ful gate of the temple? A lame man.
2. What did Peter say to him# ¢¢ Rise up
and walk.”
3. In whose name did he say this? In the
name of Jesus Christ.
4. What did the lame man do? ¢¢ He leaping
up stood and walked.”” ¢
5. What did this miracle show? The power ;
of Jesns’s name.

6. By what name did Peter call Jesus? The
Prince of life.

7. What did he declare that the people had done
to him? They had denied him and slain
him.

8, How did he say God had glorified him?
Gowpex Texr: * His name.”?

OUR CHURCH CATECHISM.

6. How did Jesus Christ show that He was a
Teacher sent from God? By performing signs and
wonders such as could be performed only by the
power of God. 7. In what other ways did He
show this? By the heavenly wisdom, the author-
of Hist

hi

ity, and the gr

THE LESSON OUTLINE. ;
The Spirit of the Gospel. o

1. A Spirir o FELLOWSHIP. >
Peter and John. . . .together. v. 1.
Spake often....another. Mal. 8. 16,
By this....men know. John 13, 85,
11. A Seirir oF WorsHip,
Went up....indo the temple. v. 1.
1 was glad. Psalm 122. 1.
Evening. ...morning. Psaln 55.
1. A SpiriT OF SYMPATHY.
Fastening his eyes. V. 4.
On the things of others, Phil. 2. 4,
Another’s wealth, 1 Cor. 10. 24,
1V. A Senur oF HELPFULNESS,
Such as I have give I thee. v. 6.

-

7.

Gal. 6. 2
Rom. 15. 1.

One another’s burdens.
Infirmities of the weak.
V. A Seirir o POWER.
His feet .. . .veceived strength. v. 7.
A new creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17.
Put on the new man. Eph. 4. 24
V1. A Spirit oF PRAISE.
Leaping and praising God. v. 8.
Singing with grace. Col. 8. 16.
O that men....praise. Psalm 107.15.
VII A Seirit oF TESTIMONY.
Ye men of Israel. vs. 12-16.
Preach the word. 2 Tim. 4. 2.
Whom we preach, Col. 1. 28, 20

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

God does exceedingly abundantly above all that

whom we learn to-day had lived without hope.
babe. He had never played hide an

the lawn, He had never walked out to school, or to earn his daily bread, or

we ask or think. For forty years the poor cripple of
He had never danced in his miother's arms when &

d seek with childish companions in the crowded street, or tag upon
to purchase the needs and
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luxuries of life with the money he had earned. All his life he had depended on the whims of others.
Poor man! How he must have wutched the faces of the passers-by ! I have no doubt he could have
given points to a lecturer on physiognomy. Most beggurs could. Now he sces two men go into the
temple to pray, and he asks a few pence. The next moment he is well. e nced lic on the stone slab
no longer ! he can rise ; he can stand ; he can walk; he can leap! * Praise God ! praise God! praise
God ! " he eries, and for the first time in his life enters the holy court, singing as he goes. But how

did it all huppen?

He asked for small things, God gave him large.

Let us from this lesson learn the

infinity of God's love, the unscarchableness of his riches, the unspeakableness of his gift.  Ilis goodness

is past finding out.

The larger our conception of that goodness, the more our own goodness will grow.

Another thought among many of great value which come from this lesson i+ this—and it is a very old

one—**men Judge by the outward appearance.”

ment for the cause.
grace,
human life.

Like so many others the onlookers mistook the instru-
To-day the world recogmzes outward visible signs, but ignores inward spiritual
We must never forget that there is a strong spiritual force which is manifested in every stage of

1. Peter and John went up together.
Very beautiful is the friendship of these two apos-
tles. From the time they started together in the
fishing business on the Sea of Galilee they were
partners in the deeper experiences as W ell as in the
secular profit and loss of their life. They were
present together at the trunsfiguration,at the agony
in the gurden of Gethsemane, at the palace of
Caiaphas when Jesus had been betrayed, at the
sepulcher on the morning of the resurrection, again
when the Lord asked Peter, * Lovest thou me?"
Now that the Holy Spirit had come upon the dis-
ciples Peter and John standing side by side in the
front of the little Society. Into the temple. It
is evident that none of the followers of Jesus up to
this time had any thought of the passing away of
the temple, with its magnificent symbolie service,
They were still loyal Jews, and to them the sacri-
fice and the incense meant us much us they had ever
meant, indeed immeasurably more. At the hour
of prayer. The hour of the evening sacrifice.
The time when the priest went into the sanctuary
to burn the incense while the people stood outside
in prayer. The story of Zacharias 1nakes the cir-
cumstances familiar to us.

2. A certain man lame from his mother’s
womb. Born a eripple and evidently in poverty.
Was carried. Unable to walk. Whom they
laid daily. Every morning the sad procession
started from his tenement, and he was laid at the
gate ; every evening friendly hands litted and car-
ried him back again. ‘The gate. Probably he
was leaned up against one of the open doors.
Called Beautiful. No one knows certainly
what this gate was, Josephus gives two accounts
of the gates of the temple which, unfortunately for
us, do not agree. He says first that there were ten
gates, four on the north, four on the south, and two
on the east, and that fifteen steps led up from the
women's inclosure to the great gate which was ex-
actly opposite to the door ef the temple ; and again
he says that there were three gates on the north,
three on the south, and one on the east, and that
women were permitted to enter through the great
gate on the cast. And as Josephus was the only

man of those who saw the temple whose deseription
of it has been preserved, our ideas of it are left in
confusion! But if there were two gutes on the cast,
we may suppose that one was that described by
Josephus as elaborately wrought of Corinthian
brass, and the other a greater one leading from the
court of the women to the inner court. Ask alms.
Beg. The temple, Wecunnot too often remind
ourselves that the temple included a whole series of
porches and courts within courts, in the heart of
which was the sanctuary.

3. Seeing Peter and John. But probably
not paying any more attention to them than he did
to others who passed. Asked an alms, Ile had
no interest in anybody except for the help he could
get from them,

6. In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza«
reth. This was no incantation., Read verse 12
and verse 16 of this chapter. Ile who would be
healed must exercise fuith, have confidence in, lean
upon the power of, the murdered and detested Jesus
the Messiah of Nazareth.

7. Took him by the right hand. With
friendly helpfulness. Lifted him up. Better,
“ruised.” His feet and ankle bones. This

isone of many indications of Luke’s medical knowl-
edge.

8. This should be read, ‘‘and, leaping up, he
stood, and began to walk.” Into the temple.
Passing through the court he mounted the fifteen
steps up which he had often looked, but had never
stepped upon before.

11. The Revised Version 18 much more direct,
“ And as he hLeld Peter and John.” 'The porch
that is called Solomon’s. The colonnade at
the eastern end of the temple inclosure. When
Solomon’s temple was built, the king cnlarged the
eastern side with solid masonry, and upon this
artiticial foundation erected a covered colonnade.
Afterward all sides of the temple were adorned
with porches, but the one that stood on the origi-
nal site was still called Solomon’s porch.

12. Why marvel yeat this? Better, “ Why
marvel yeat this man?” Look ye so earnestly.
* Fasten ye your eyes.” See verse 4. By our



own power or holiness. The ¢ ggered " people l‘
of the East, fukirs, dervishes, and Mohammedan | i
saints of all varieties, are superstitiously believed
to possess healing power because of their holiness.
13. The God of our fathers. It is well to “Yousy
notice the connection made by Pe
religion with that of Jesus. 1le is conscious of no
break between the two. This continuity of (hr'.unollu-r.
New Testament with the Old is emphasized by | hus
Paul also, but argumentutiv ely, and for quite an- nesses,
other purpose. Peter's speech, which goes on until
it is broken in upon (ut the beginning of the next
chapter) by the eaptain of the temple, is an clabo-
rate statement that he has no new doctrine to intro-
duce, but that if Israelites are true to their own doce-
trine they must be true to Jesus. His Son Jesus.
This should be * his servant Jesus.,” Ye de-
livered up., The whole Jewish nation is re-
garded by Peter as having been responsible for the
death of Jesus, Denied him in the presence

late.”

cessive

npOnllr-‘.
little in
God,

while th
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of Pilate.
15. Killed the Prince of life.
sared the life o
ter of the Mosaie | away life, and you took away the life of one who
was the Author of life.”
brought back to life.
was one of
great duty W
which must e¢ndure t
16. This perfect soundness.

daneing.
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Better, **denied before the fuce of
See Luke 23, 13-23.
The sue-
paradoxes of this speech are striking.
£ one who for buse ends took
Interwoven with this is
you killed the Prince of life, whom God
Whereof we are wit=
Witnessing to the truth of the resurrcction
the most important dutics of the
With the exception of Paul, they did
the way of formulating theology 3 their
as to witness to the pivotal truth,
hrough the eternal years of

And mean-
e happy man was leuping and singing and
No doubt in the world about his sound-

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Peter and John.
after Pentecost when this incident oceurred eannot | give
be determined, Peter, James, and John were the
specially intimate friends of Jesus. ‘
John were found together muc
scleeted to make preparation for the
92, 8. After the occasion now about to be
seribed they were sent together to Samaria, Acts 8.
14. Went up together. The temple stood
above the city on Mount Moriah.
temple. Thiswas the ubode of Jehovah the king, sition is
who dwelt in the Holy of Holics. The courts were  alms.
his inclosed grounds. The temple included the |
on Mount Moriah,
Gentiles, | had like

entire inclosure situuted
largest and outer was the Court of the
beyond which only a Jew might pass.

inner court was that of the women, o called be-
cause no women exeept for sucrifice ever went far-

the Court of the Priests, within whicl
sucred house itself. At the hour of prayer. |help.
This was three . M., the time of evening sucritice, | B
when the people stood without in prayer w
priest offered sacrifice and burntineense. The third
hour, Acts 2.15, and the sixth, 10. 9, toge
three o'clock, make the three times of Dan, 6. 10.

The disciples were doubtl gular in attendance

upon the worship at the temple and devout in x\“
deeper sensc than ever before in their lives, We
have already scen that in addition to the temple
worship they had religious serviees among them-

|

6. Si
N8 T,
or soul.

gelves at their homes. compen
2. A certain man lame. Born lame. Now | In the
more than forty years old, Acts 4. 22. Carried.

The eripple and his restorers are coming to the
same spol. Laid daily at the gate. So longns the
Church shall be true to its mission the poor will

Just how long | flock to its doors.
is not always of the Kit
of the Gos
Peter and | necessity
I after they were | pendent.
passover, Luke L help himse
de- | a poor man or to
| not God’

blessing.
Into the l side leading from the Court of the Women. Its po-

4. Fastening his
The ' and John under the gui

He gave heed to them,
hile the | first step of faith.
' fore, and knew
ther with comman

| body, and salvation for his soul.
fyith can heal the body in all cascs see
It can save the soul, and
sate forthe bod

rise up and walk.
Jesus, Messiah, Nazarene,
WA @ POOT pent
nor power of his own.

But the help the Church should
id to please. The end
wel, while always relieving immediate
the needy to become selt-de-

, is to enuble
td not only

Every person who can shou!
If, but also others as well, Giving to
a worthy cause to get rid of itis
s method, and eannot be attended by God’s

Beautiful, Probably on the ecastern

at most & matter of surmise. Asked an
A noun in the singular number.

eyes upon him. DPeter
dance of the Holy Ghost
ing with a fixed gaze upon

thoughts. Look

The next | the eripple they knew whether he was really ex-
pecting anything,

| ness of attention as

ther. Then came the Court of Israclj and last | cure. Look on us.

\ was the  Church come to the poor.

and whether he gave such close-
to be worthy of or fitted for &
Peter and John were the

“They ought to be uble to

This was the
Possibly he had seen them be-
who they were. Now the emphatic
d of Peter awukens expectant attention.

Iver and gold have I none. Nor

could silver and gold have made him better body

What this man needed was a cure for his
That Christian
ms unlikely.
give grace sufficicnt to
lily weakness or affliction,
 Jesus Christ of Nazareth
Literally, “In the name of
rise und walk.” Peter
wing neither authority
tof the Holy

name 0

riless man h
But the gif
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Gihost, the enduement of power, made it pnnnil};lu
to do all that should be done. Notice that while
Jesus always suid * Arise,” Peter must say, “In
the name of Jesus, s

7. He took him by the right hand. DPeter
was not afraid of personal contact. e was w'rll~
ing to help the man's faith by giving him a I.lfl‘
He was willing to manifest his own fuith hy taking
the first xlvl: after the cure had begun to take
effect.  His feet and ankle bones recglved
strength, The peculiar words used here in ?hc
original show the aceuracy of the author, befitting
Luke as a physician.

8. He entered with them into the
temple, walking, leaping, m'ndl prqiu{ng
God,  The vivacity of the deseription is like
that of an eyewitness, The actions of the man are
the most natural possible. Ilis gratitude to God
rignifies the fitness of the man for the work wl:'!ch
the apostle, ag he looked intently into his fuce, in-
tended to effeet.

9. All the people saw him. The man
could mot have been healed exeept by a miracle.
The act was not performed in an out f-the-way
The testimony is not that of interested
witnesses, but of the people generally, who had
probably known of his helpless condition for many
years,

11. The porch that is called Solomon’s.
Had this been written after the destruetion of Jeru-
sulem the writer would not have said *is called,”
The minuteness of the deseription also indicates
familiarity with the situation. This porch or colon-
nade was built on the castern side of the temple on
a foundation eonstructed in the time of Solomon,

12. Peter answered. Pcter’s boldness and
quickness eause him to take advantage of every
opportunity to present in any form the truth of the
Gospel and the doctrine of a crucified and risen
Saviour. The people standing about in wonder
and awe furnish the best possible oceasion for a
favorable hearing, The Holy Spirit opens up un-
expected and sarprising opportunitics to him who
is willing to be the messenger.  Men of Israel.
An honorable and friendly form of address. Isracl
was the sacred name for the Jews, and therefore an
especial badge of honor.  Itis said that the Jews of
the East in our duy delight in this title, Power
or holiness. The Jews believed that the power
of working miracles was given s the reward of
a very high degree of holiness,

13. The God of Abraham, and of Isaac,
and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath
glorified his Son Jesus, DPeter docs not ¢ome

place.

forward as the representative of a new religion.
This miracle is in the line of the many wonders |
God has wrought at different times.  God has not |
honored his Son in this only, but in the many |
mighty works he performed before his death, The
Revised Version reads servantinstead of son, The l

Messiah in the prophecies is constantly called the
servant of the Lord, the one whe carries out the
predetermined plan of God for the redemption of
the world, * Unless we render * servant’ in the pas-
sages where the phrase, pais Theou, occyrs in the
New Testament, there will be no allusion through-
out it all to that group of prophecies which desig-
nate the Messiah as the servant of Jehovah, who
learned obedience by the things he suffered.”—
Trench.

14. Whom ye delivered up. Note the re-
markable contrasts which Peter groups together,
piling up one after another. Jesus; whom God
glorified, ye have despised. Pilate, the heartless
Roman, would have released him 3 ye elumored for
his blood. When ye were offered the ehoiee between
the Holy One and a murderer, ye chose the mur-
derer,  +

15. The Prince of life. Detter, “author,” as
the American Revision has it The same word is
translated ** author of our salvation,” Heb, 2. 10, and
¢ guthor of our faith,” Heb, 12, 2, and designates
the first from whom life, especially eternal 1
cecds. Whereof we are witnesses.
the ever-recurring thought of the apoxtolie preach-
ing. Christianity is an historic religion, bused,
not upon speculation, not upon philosophy, but
upon faet of which its adherents have been from
Peter’s time until this day competent witnesses,

16. His name hath made this man strong.
The name of Jehovah and of Deity always had pe-
culiar power in the Jewish mind, This because the
name of persons was so frequently, if not always,
typical of character. But Peter makes the case
much stronger by adding *“through faith in his
name.”  Faith was the gift of God conferr:d upon
the apostolic agents, To this was added the faith
of the lame man, who had, however, only indefinite
belief in the apostles, and expected nothing better
than money. In the presence of you all.
Yourselves are witnesses to the fact that no other
power than that of God has worked this cure, and
given to him perfect soundness,

Thoughts for Young People.
Concerning Sin and Salvation.

1e 7he sinner is a eripple. Paralyzed by his
sins, unable to move toward God, ‘‘outside the
gate,” and excluded from the highest and decpest
privileges, Ile is * born in sin.”

2. The sinneris in poverty and weed, an object
of pity to all who realize his condition. e is ut-
terly unable to help himself.

3. Salvation comes to the sinner while he is un-
conscious of it, or seeking the commoner and lower
gifts of life.  All he thinks of is * silver and gold,”
or some other inadequate form of relief,

4. Salvation comes to the sinner through a lhu-
man instrumentality. There is always a Peter to
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extend to him the power of God and to lift him
up.

B. The sinuer who would be saved must exert
Limself and, by God's help, strive to do what he
cannot do by nature.

6. The sinner who would be saved must have
JSaith when the opportunity of salvation is pre-
vented. If he responds to the divine call, and acts
with faith, new power will be given to him, and a
transformation wrought in him.

Y. The frst impulse of the save d sinner is to enter
(God's house and offer praise to God. 1lis next is to
cling to good men.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The custom of earrying the lame, blind, or sick
to place them in the wuy of charitable assistance
hus never been absent from oriental lands, A
lady writing from Damascus says: ** A singular
and interesting custom prevails here during hours
of public prayers on Sabbath morning, and on fre-
quent state seasons during the week. It is that of
the poor and diseased, lame and Dblind, being
gathered about the churel doors to solicit alms,
They present a very strange appearance, sitting to-
gether along the walls or standing in groups with
the hands extended for charity, and remind one of
the account given in Acts 3. 2, of the laying of the
lame man * at the gate of the temple, which is called
Beautiful.’ The feeble and blind are often led to
these public places, and the lame literally carried
on the shoulders of some good Samaritan friend.
A most pitiable-looking man is thus often laid near
the door of a schoolhouse, where his voice may be
heard the entire day imploring blessings upon the
passers-by in the hope of receiving & pittance from
some of the many who throng the street. Blind
persons are often seen by the wayeide begging, and
in some instance occupying the same place from
year to year."”

It appears to have been a custom, even as long
ago a8 in the days of ancient Babylon, to place the
sick in a public square that they might get aid ;
and Dr. Edersheim quotes the Talmud to the cf-
fect that it was expected that each passer-by would
carry away a portion of the discuse, and that
« whoever visits the sick carries away one sixtieth
purt of his sufferings.””  Dr. Van Lennep says they
have hope that some one will give them a prescrip-
tion which will relieve them, or that especially
some representative of God may exert supernatural
power to heal them. Dr. Trunibull speaks of sece-
ing an old blind beggar, a regular dependent of the
convent of Saint Catharine, Mount Sinai. He found
blind, sick, and crippled sitting at every street
corner and on every square at Cairo, laid at every
mosque door, and crouching under the Pyramids
and along the Nile banks on cither side. Every
mud village swarms with them. Lowerand Upper

SUNDAY SCHOOL BAI VNER,
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Egypt still recognize what they call ©* the people of
blessing,” who may be sheikhs, saints, nsceties, or
cven crazy people, and some W ho claim to repre-
sent the Arabic * ginn " or spirits, all of whom are
reputed to excreise the power of healing human in-
firmities by more or less supernatural means. Dr.
Trumbull, Dr. Thomson, Dean Stanley, and
many other writers give more or less extended ae
counts of meeting such persons in the East. It
must be borne in mind that there were no alns-
houses or hospitals.

This man was laid at the gate which is called
+ Beautiful,” which, according to Joscphus, was
erected by llerod the Greut w hen he was building
or beautifying the temple, and was made of
Corinthian brass, at that time esteemed preferable
to gold or silver, though it was covered with thick
plates of gold and silver, and was fifty cubits high §
it was reached by fifteen steps and fronted the
holy place. 1Tt was the gate most frequented in
reaching the temple. There wus & gate in Con-
stantinople bearing the same name, and Constanti-
nople was itself sometimes ealled the * Beautiful.”

By Way of Illustration.

And a certain lame man was carried, whom they
laid daily at the gate of the temple called Beautiful.
Who carried him ? We cannot tell. Peter and John
found him at the Beautiful gate of the temple, and
healed him there. But the main actors of thedrama
were the men who brought him to the gate, and
these are nameless; they are known only to God.
Do we remember the modest lives that, like the
angels of Jacob, blessed us, and refused to give their
names? Do we remember the mothers thut planned
for us, and the sisters that spun for us, and the
strangers by the wayside that lent us & helping
hand! How often do T read, “And they brought
him to Jesus.” Who are “ihey?” Itis known
only to God.—Matheson.

w70 ask alms of them that entered into the
temple.”” The alms of the world are dispgnsed
from God's temples. ospitals and asylums and
refuges are the outcome of our religious worship,
and are connected with it. Heathen lands have
them not. Philanthropy and Christianity are in-
separably joined.

Verses 6 and 7. Tt is significant that on this first
occasion when the disciples of Christ came into
contact with confirmed poverty, with helpless
physical need, they gave no money ; but wonder-
fully and powerfully gave a better help. From
which we gather that man’s real need is much
deeper than that which money can reach ; that the
Gospel has something infinitely better to give to
man than money. It is in the long run far better
to put men in the way of helping themselves than
to give them help for the moment. If the Gospel
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of Christ takes men who are down in this world | What did Peter tell him to do? Notice he told him
aud lifts them up to life and hope, it is better a | what to do and then helped him to do it.  We can-
thousandfold than to feed and clothe them, for then | not heal people, but we can extend our hand and

they can feed and clothe themselves,—Pentecost,

“ Walking and leaping and praising God.” A
young mun who had been lifted from a life of most
debasing sin was converted, Ie waus ﬂllu! with
praise.  When the leader of a meeting ut w lm'hl-he
young man was present suggested that his * Praise
God! " sounded forth very often, he replied, 1
have so much to praise him for how ean 1 stop
praising him "

Verse 12. A young woman who had professed

& . A8 |
conversion was reprimanded for unchristian con-

duet, to which she replied, “1'm all right. I'm
one of Mr. Blank’s converts (naming an evan-
gelist). Only divine power can change a man or
woman, and when they are converted by human
agency instead of divine they are apt to be very
unworthy of their calling. As well might the
cngineer argue that his unaided strength pulled
the train, as the Christian worker cluim that by his
own power he had made men whole.

Before the Class.

Approach to the lesson. A short time elapses
between this and the last lesson. The great excite-
ment has in a measure subsided, as the multitudes
who had come up to attend the feast have returned
to their homes, many no doubt to scatter the Gospel
seed,  The Church had grown wonderfully within
a very few days, and wus now settling down to
regular work. Most of them no doubt kept up
their temple worship, but the sucrifices had a new
meaning. Our lesson presents a miracle, but it is
probably not the first miracle performed by the
apostles, Acts 24, 43,

Method of presentation. A good lesson for ques-
tions. Two men on the way to church at church
time! Who are they? Why together so much?
Were they alike in anything? Partners in the
Lord’s business. What church? Where? Who
built it? Desecribe it? When were the hours of
prayer! When you know a man has regular
habits of churchgoing what is the natural conelu-
sion ! Why so! Who attructed their attention?
What was his trouble? IHow old? Acts 4. 22.
Where was he? How often? What for? Why
at that gate rather than in the market place! Who
do most for charity ¥ What did Peter command ?
Why look? Give an Old Testament instance of
healing for a look., What would the look indicate ?
Was there egotism in the request of Peter? Why
did Peter refer to silver and gold? What did he
“have " to give? Peter was confident. He knew
what he had und that God would honor it. Do we

| lift them up. What did the lame man do first ¢
Where did he go? What did he do then? May
we learn anything of his character from this? Why
| did he not “praise™ Peter? He gave his first
| best streugth to God. What effect did this miracle
have on the people ?
| (Note.—The above questions arc very simple. 1t
| is not expected that they will be used as here
| given, but they will suggest a good way to treat
this lesson ¢ Before the Class.”  Always intewro-
gate rather than lecture if possible.)
This newly healed man wus so demonstrative in
his praises to God and gratitude to his benefuctors
| that soon a_great multitude came together. Notice
| that this gives Peter a chanee to preach another
‘ sermon.  What makes Peter so fearless to declare
| the truth? Is the same spirit in the earth now ?
| If so, how sceured? Is it needed ?
Practical teachings. Verse 1,
habits of church attendance.
Verse 2, Christian people are the most charita-
ble.
Verse 6. The best way to help a man is to help
him to help himself.
Verse 6. It is not always wise to bestow money
upon those who ask it.
Verse7. We should seck to lift up those whe
need our help,
Verse 8. Every blessing should lead us to praise
God.
Verse 10, The healing of a soul is more wonder-
ful than the healing of a body.
Verse 11, Gratitude is queen among the Chris-
tian graces,
Verse 12, The Christian should give all the glory
to God.
Verse 13. The sinner should be told plainly but
kindly of his sin.
Verse 16, Faith in the name of Jesus is the
source of all power.

Huve regular

Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a diagram of the temple showing the Beau-
tiful Gate and Solomon’s Porch ..., Explain * hour
of prayer ;" “Beautiful Gate;” “alms;” *‘in
the name of Jesus Christ;” *“Solomon’s porch,”
ete....Present in the lame man the type of the
sinner’s condition—hopeless, poor, dependent, un-
able to enter God's spiritual temple....Show the
way in which he was healed a type of salvation :
(1) In what was required—attention, faith, action
(2) In what was done—power given from God....
Show the part taken by the apostles in the work,
an illustration of human instrumentalities in sal-
vation ; their thought, sympathy, willingness to

learn anything here about how to treat beggars?

impart benefit, devendence upon Christ, cte....
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See * Thoughts for Young People ™ for teachings
of the miraele,...How does this lesson apply to
those who are insin? How apply to those who |

are desirous of salvation ¢ |

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No.1.

To the Nume of our Sulvation.

[Jan, 24

aspirations sutisfied, and yet outside, helpless to
enter. But it is beside the Jeautiful gate the
helpless one is lying. He who said, “1 am the
Way,” is near to make possible an entrance to ull
the glories and blessedness of the presence of
God.

Do you say you are not £o helpless by nature,
spiritually, as was this poor cripple physicully ¢

“ You do not realize your utter helplessness beeause
you have lived amid the influences of Christian

There is no name 8o sweet on earth.
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.
Futher, 1 streteh my hands to thee.
I'm poor, and blind, and w retehed,

No. 2.
1 love the name of Jesus,
There is a name I love to hear.
When in the tempest he'll hide me.
Jesus Christ is passing by.

The great Physician now is near.

References.

Freguan's Iaxpsook. Ver. 1. The hour of
prayer, 5053 * The ninth hour,” 806. Ver, 2, The |
“ gate called Beautiful,” 704, Ver. 11. Solomon’s |
Porch, 704.

Heart Talks on the Lesson. |

We must remember that the events we arc
now studying are a continuation of the personal
acts of the Lord Jesus, performed through his
apostles by the power of the Holy Ghost. |

The same Jesus who healed the lame, the sick,
and the blind, when he was visibly present in the
world, was the healer of this crippled man at the
gate of the temple. Never let us forget that Jesus
lives, and is with us now as really as if our mortal
eyes could see him. Ie told his disciples that,
when the Holy Ghost should be given them, they
should do the same works that he had done. Ilc |
says, ** As the Father hath sent me into the world,
even so send I you.” How serious a thing it is to
live! How delightful! How inspiring! Weare
really the instruments through which Jesus now,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, blesses the souls
and bodies of men. Christians should be light-
hearted and happy indeed, but surely never friv-
olous in the use of time and talents intended for
such noble purposes. This man, lame from his
birth, lying o helpless and in such pitiful nced at
the gate of the temple, is a picture of this poor,
sinful world, Indeed, we may as well make it a
personal matter and say it is a picture of ourselves, |
8o near the temple, symbol of all that is pure,
noble, and worth possessing, the place where God
is enshrined, and where the immortal soul finds its

thought and Christian surroundings all your days.
You must look at the people who have never had
any knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus if you would
sce the utter helplessness of humanity without him,
The world without Christianity would be like this
pieture with the temple blotted out, the Beautiful
gate destroyed, the figures of the sy mpathetic and
helpful diseiples faded from view, and only the
helpless beggar left,

This man looked at these more fortunate ones,
“expeeting to reeeive something of them.””  So
this sorrowful world looks at you and me. It has
a right to expect something from us. llow much
we have in our lives thut we ought to share with
those who haveless, What has God given us? Let
us stop a moment and think. There is something
better than silver or gold to give away —personal
help; sympathy § yourself for humanity. Jesus
gave himself for us ; suchas you have, give. Can
you sing? Ring to make some oue happy. The
singing of & hymn by one who had consecrated her
voice to Jesus brought a soul into the light of God.
Every gift of conversation, of personal appearance,
of social influence—all muy be used to make the
world better and happier.

What & wonderful Saviour is Jesus ! ¢ ITis name,
through fuith in his name,” made a man strong who
had never been able to walk or stand in all his
life ; hie manifested * perfeet soundness " in the
presence of all who had known his miserable help-
lessness,  What he did for this man’s body, he ean
do for your heartand mine; but only through faith
in his name.

Blackboard,
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LESSON V. THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN.

Jan. 31.

GOLDEN TEXT. There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.

Avtnorizep VERSION,
Acts 4. 1-14. [ Commit to memory verses 10-12, |
[Read also verses 15-31.]

1 And as they spake unto the peo »lc,‘lhg priests,
and the captain of the temple, and the Sad’du-cees,
came upon them,

2 Being grieved that they taught the people,
and preached through Je'sus the resurrcetion from
the dead.

3 And they laid hands on .thcm‘ and put tl::m in
hiold unto the next day : for it was now eventide,

4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word
believed ; and the number of the men was ubout
five thousand.

5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their
rulers, and elders, and seribes,

6 And An'nas the high priest, and Cai'a-phas,
and John, and Al-ex-an’der, and as many as were
of the kindred of the high priest,were gathered to-
gether at Je-ru'sa-lem.

7 And when they had set them in the midst,
they asked, By what power, or by what name,
have ye done this?

8 Then Pe'ter, filled with the Toly Ghost, said
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of
Is'ra-el,

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed
done to the impotent wan, by what means he is
made whole;

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the peo-
le of Is'ra-el, that by the name of Je'sus Christ of
;Inz'a-mth whom ye crucified, whom God raised
from the Jcnd, even by him doth this man stand
here before you whole,

11 This is the stone which was set at naught of
you builders, which is become the head of the
corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whercby we must be saved,

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Pe'ter
and John, and perecived that ”w{ were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marveled ; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with
Je'sus,

14 And beholding the man which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against
it.

1

X
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Acts 4.12,
Revisen VErsion,

And as they spake unto the people, the priests
and the captain of the temple and the Sad'du-
cees cume upon them, being sore troubled be-
cause they taught the people, and proclaimed in
Je'sus the resurrcetion from the dend. And
they laid hands on them, and put them in ward
unto the morrow : for it was now eventide. But
many of them that heard the word believed ;
and the number of the men came to be about
five thousand.,

And it came to pass on the morrow, that
their rylers and elders and seribes were gath-
cred together in Je-ru'sa-lem ; and An'nas the
high priest was there, and Cui'n-phas, and John,
and Al-ex-an‘der, and as many as were of the
kindred of the high priest. And when they
had set them in the midst, they inquired, By
what power, or in what name, have ye done
this?  Then Pe'ter, filled with the Holy Ghost,
suid unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and ¢ld-
ers, if we this day are examined concerning a
good deed done to an impotent man, by what
means this man is made whole; oe it known
unto you all, and to all the poople of Is'ra-el,
that in the name of Je'sus Christ of Naz'a-reth,
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even in him doth this man stand here be-
fore you whole, He is the stone which was sct
at nought of you the builders, which was made
the Lead of the corner. And in none other is
there salvation : for neither is there any other
name under heaven, that is given among men,
wherein we must be saved.

Now when they beheld the boldness of Pe ter
and John, and had perceived that they were
unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled ;
and they took knowledge of them, that they
had been with Je'sus. And seeing the man
which was healed standing with them, they
could say nothing against it,

Time,~June, A. D. 30, immediately following
the events of the last lesson. Place.—Solo-
mon’s porch and the hall of the Sanhedrin, Jeru-

salem,
Home Readings.

M. The Boldness of Peter and John, Acts 4,
1-12,
T, The Boldness of Peter and John,  Acts 4,

18-22,
W. Resort to prayer. Acts 4, 23-51,
Th. Fear not, Matt, 10, 24-33,
F. The only name. John 8. 9-19,
8. The Corner stone. 1 Peter 2. 1-10,

8. No other foundation, 1 Cor, 8. 1-11,

Lesson Hymns. 4
No. 8, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus! the name high over all,

No. 9, New Canadian Hymnal.

There is no name 8o sweet on earth.

No. 11, New Canadian Hymnal.

Take the nu}ne of Jesus with you.




Who interrupted their discourse !

What authority

In what had the apostles G grieved these peo-

le?
What objection
teaching !
What was done

What effect had their words on the people !
To what numbers had the Church now grown?
‘What court convened the follow ing morning !
Of whom was the court composed !

Who were arraigned hefore the court?

What demand wus made of the apostles?

2. The Saving
‘Who answered

What special qualification had Peter for this an-

swer?

What promise had been given for such times of

need? See Mark

For what were the prisoners examined !
W hat saving name id Peter declure?
What says Paul about this saving name? 1 Tim.

1.8

Jesus?

How 18 men's trentment of Jesus and God’s con-

trasted ¢

W hat Seripture did Peter quote !
What exclusive claim did he make for Jesus?

GoupeN TEXT.

3. The Victorious Name, v. 13, 14
'What two things did the council perceive ]
In what respect were the apostles * unlearned

men ?
‘What company

What prevented 8 denial of the miracle !

Teachings of the Lesson.
1. The preaching of the Gospel * grieves”

worldly-minded
rebuke.

9. The wordly cannot understand the power of

the Gospel.
3. The name 0
power, * in earth

4. Fellowship with Jesus gives boldness in duty.

Faith and fear car
QUESTIONS

1. Verses 1=7.

Who were the priests?
Who was the captain?

What did the 8

Why were they not tried the same day !
Did persecution hinder growth?

. 10
Who foretold this power before the birth of

SUNDAY

had the captain of the temple !

would the Sadducees have to the

with the apostles? Why!?

Name, v. 8, 12.

the ruler’s chullenge ]

13. 11

had they beeft keeping!

men. They dislike the implied

 Jesus is the name of supreme
or hell or sky."”

anot dwell in the same heart.

FOR lNTERMEDlATE
SCHOLARS.

adducees not believe in?

SCHOOL BA NNER.

Deseribe the council before
brought.
Tlow was the court arranged ?

which they were

Why did the rulers dislike the miracle?

2. Verses 8-12.
How was Peter helped !

In what way did he state the guilt of his judges?

What Old Testament Seriptu
them?

ro did he apply to

How only could they be saved from their sin ¢

3. Verses 13, 14

How did the apostles show boldness?
Of what did this remind them?

Why were they silent !
How may we be brave for Ch

wrist

When pcrseculud what should we dot

QUES’I‘IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Where did Peter preach his first sermon. ¥

Who heard it?

Who belonged to it?

the trial ?
What was Peter's answer?
Spirit gave him courage.
What surprised the judges?

What did they do?

1t scatters all their gui
It turns their hell to

(For the entire school.) Lo
authorities treat Peter and J

2. How many people now
About five thousand.
Before the councils

Jesus.

Jesus.

Where was the second preached?

What did they do to Peter and John?

Before whom were they brought the next day?
The great Jewish councils

Who was the high priest at this tiwe !
Who came and stood near Peter and John during

What question Was asked the apostles?
Why was Peter no longer afraid? The Holy
What did he say about the only name !

Why did they not punish the apostles !

The Only Name.
« Jesus ! the name to sinners dear,
The name to sinners given§

Ity fear §
heaven.” -

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

How did the Jewish
ohn? They laid

hands on them, and put them in hold.

believed in Jesus?

8. Where did the rulers bring Peter and John !

4. How did the apostles say that the lame man
had been healed ? Through the name of

§. What did Peter say about the name of Jesus!
Gowpex TExT: ¢ There is none,’’ cte.
6. How may we be saved? By faith in

|




 Jesus?
d John!

ame man

ame of

of Jesus!

faith in :
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OUR CHURCH OATECHISM, came from God? They have, according to their

faith, the witness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit
8. And what was the last and greatest proof? | in their hearts.

His rising from the dead, as He Himself foretold. | John xiv. 20. In that day ye shall know that I

9. Have believers an internal evidence that Christ | am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Friends of Jesus.
1. Tueir TESTIMONY. Comforter....I will send. John 15. 26, 27,
2'nrough Jesus the resurrection, v. 2. Shall teach you. Luke 12, 12,
A lively hope. 1 Peter 1. 3. V. Taer PoweRr,
In Christ....made alive. 1 Cor. 15, 22, The name of Jesus Christ. vs.10-12,
11. Tueir INFLUENCE. Faith which is by him. Acts 3, 16,
Many. ... heard, believed. v. 4. Look unto me. Isa. 45. 22,
No man could number, Rev. 7. 9. VI. Tueir Seirir,
Beautiful....the feet. s, 52. 7. Saw the boldness. v. 13,
111, Tuem TriaLs, Of weakness. ...strong. Heb. 11, 34.
Laid hands on them. vs. 3, 5, 6. In nothing terrified. Phil, 1. 28,
In the world....tribulation. John 18, 33, VII. THER INSPIRATION,
Live godly....shall suffer, 2 Tim, 8. 12, They had been with Jesus, v. 13,
1V, Tueir COMFORT. I can do all things. Phil. 4. 13.
Filled with the Holy Ghost, v. 8. Without me....nothing. John 15, 5

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The story of this lesson connects closely with that of the last. The intervening verses (Acts 8. 17-26)
contain the completion of Peter’s address to the people in Solomon’s porch, and it was while he and
John were still speaking to the people that the arrest was made, It was now evening, and they were
kept behind bars until the next duy. They were then brought before the rulers and examined as to the
source of their power, the implication being that the miracle was a deed of magic or witcheraft, and
therefore immoral and illegal. It is noticeable that there was not the slightest doubt expressed of the
genuineness of the cure. Peter aguin came forward as spokesman. A summary of his address is given
in verses 8 to 12, Ilis ability and his masterliness confused the rulers, and an additional element of
mental unrest came with the recollection that these men had been with Jesus, It was a case not easy
to meet. After a private consultation the eouncil prohibited any further proclamation of the Gospel, a
prohibition which was met on the part of Peter and John with holy defiance. The popularity of the
Christians steadily increased. Being let go Peter and John returned to the little company (probably as
on other occasions assembled in the upper room), and as the body of Christians burst out into thanks-
giving, again a supernatural token was given them, “the place was shaken where they were assembled
together, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”

Verse 1. As they spake unto the people. | and the Sadducees might seem at first to represent
As Peter and John continued their address to the three clusses, but they were classes which were
people that crowded together into Solomon’s poreh | elosely interwoven, for the leading priestly fami-
because of the sudden cure of the lame man. The  lies keem to have been Sadducean, and the captain
captain of the temple. There was, it seems, ‘ of the temple would scem, from an allusion in
a priest delegated to have charge of the temple.  Josephus, to have been, in one cuse at least, the
Under him was a company made up of Levites whose | son of the high priest.
duty it was to keep order in the courts. He was| 2, Grieved. Sore troubled. That. * Be-
evidently, from the references to him in the New | cause.” Preached through Jesus. * Pro-
Testament and in Josephus, an officer of very high | elaimed in Jesus.” The resurrection of the
rank. This man would be responsible for any such | dead. This phrase *proclaimed in Jesus the
disorder as Peter and John scemed to be stirring | resurrection of the dead ' means, probably, that
up. We are not to wonder at the importance ut- | they did not stop by asserting and proving the
tached to this crowd. Jerusalem, like most great | resurrection of Jesus, but that they proceeded with
ancient cities, was repeatedly at the mevey of a | arguments which showed that he was “the first
mob, and the mobs at Jerusalem naturally formed | fruits of them that slept,” and that all would arise
in the temple courts, The priests, the captain, ! | from their graves,
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3. They laid hands on them. Josephus
guys that whenever the Sadducees were in power
(us at this time), they were crucler than all other
Jews, 1f there was no life to come, they felt justi-
fied in punishing severely in this world, Put
them in hold. Better, **put them in ward ;"
under guard. It was now eventide. Too late
for the council to be assembled.

4. Howbeit. But. Them which heard
the word. The limits of this group we cannot
certuinly know, but the passage would indicate that
the reference is to -those who heard the word
from Peter and John on this occasion, and from
others who spread it abroad with renewed impulse
because of the miracle on behalf of the eripple.
The number of the men. If the supposition
just stated be correct, then this five thousand does
not include the three thousand converts after Peter's
sermon at Pentecost. Was. Came to be.

5, 6. The Revised Version turns these two
verses uround, placing ** were come together in
Jerusalem”” at the end of verse 5, in place of at the
end of verse 6. This indicates that some of the
rulers, elders, and seribes lived at some distance
from Jerusalem, and that the assembling of the
council was somewhat luborious act. Annas the
high priest. The Revised Version adds ** was
there’" after this phrasc. This Annas was father-
in-law to Caiaphas, and himselt’ took part in the
condemnation of our Lord. As we have often had
occasion to say, the succession of high priests was
very irregular, being largely dependent upon the
caprice of the Romans. Annas scems to have had
a political influence which secured the position
for himself, his son-in-law, and his sons, but
we do not know certainly the order of their succes-
sion, and Annas may have been high priest for a
short time after the death of our Lord. Some
scholars conjecture that he wae now ealled high
priest out of courtesy, and thut his real office was
that of president of the Sunhedrin. John and
Alexander. Nothing is known of these digni-
taries. 'The kindred of the high priest.
Not so much relatives of Annas as members of a

race, for the high priests were only tuken from a

few families,
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7. When they had set them in the midst.
When the Sunhedrin was in full session its mem-
bers sat on couches in a semicircle, and when they
were trying a case the accused stood in the middle.
By what power, or by what name ? That
is, Was it the devil, or magic, or some occult knowl-
edge unknown to us? They seemed to imply that
it could mot be by divine power and by the name
of God by putting a peculiar emphasis on y€y
which gives the phruse in Greek something the
meaning that * you fellows” would have in
English, an implication that they were contemnp=
tible.

9. This clause is & most striking one. The same
thought would be expressed in modern English
something like this : * 8o to-day a benefit done to
a cripple is being made the subject of a eriminal
inquiry, isit? i

10. Be it known unto you all. Tere agnin
i a bold and noble passage. Peter proposed to
preach the Gospel straight to these bigoted rulers,

~ but they would not listen to him, for they foresaw

exuctly what he would doj 80 hearranges his words
as o direct and necessary answer to the question
they have asked. By the mame of. This is
in answer to ** By what pame ! Whom ye crucis
fied, whom God raised. Six such words so
full of meaning have scldom been uttered. The
whole earthly life of Jesus and his medintorial
work, the whole triumph of Christendor, is
compacted in them. Even by him. Detter,
woven in him." Before you. Deny it it you

can.

11. This is the stone. IHeis thestone. Peter
is quoting from Psalm 118, 22, and by such an
appeal to the “ prophets " doubles the foree of the
appeal he had just made to their own eyesight.
set at naught of you builders. Just as the
pralmist said he would be. Became the head
of the corner. The foundation aud more, the
vital force which is to give life to all the world.

13. Boldness. Outspokenness. Unlearned
and ignorant men. Men outside of rabbinic
learning. They took knowledge. Remem-
bered, reealled. We read elsewhere that John wus
aequainted with the high priest.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The priests, and the captain of
In our
lust lesson we witnessed the concurrence of two

the temple, and the Sadducees.

world-wide forces. The helpless and sinful world

lay at the temple gate, seeking, as it does, salvation | a8 temple police.
Along comes the Gospel | at the gates to prevent people from entering who

through silver and gold.

with its message of salvation frecly offered to all | were ceremonially unelean.

who will give heed thereto.
fuctor, Sutan operating through religious agency,

gecking to thwart the power of Christ, The priests |
hud charge of the temple services and were divided | very influentiul sect among the Jews,

into twenty-four courses, cach of which served
one week aut a time. The promise of the birth of

[ John the Baptist was made to Zechariah during

such a service, Luke 1. 4-8, The Levites served
It was their duty to keep guard

Over them was & cap-

Now comes a third tain who, although not & military officer, preser\'od
order about the temple.

The Sadducees, though not numCrous, were a
They held
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that thereis “no resurrection, neither angel, nor
spirit,” Acts 23. 8, During our Saviour's lite
upon earth he came in contact with the l’lmrhun
only.  After his death opposition to his work I)L;zun
u:néng the Sadducees.

2. Being grieved.
through.”"—Dr. M. K. Vincent, Word Studies. This
doetrine of the resurrection had not been preached
until after Christ’s death, and constituted the rock of

offense.  The efteet of the preaching of' the apostles

waus, of course, to diseredit them in the estimation |
was made at this

of the people.  No objection
time because of the miracle performed; it was
the doctrine preached that gave offense.

3. Pat them in hold; for it was now
eventide. Thatis, in prison. The Jewish law
did not permit a judicial sentenee to be pronounced
after nightfall, It was about three o'clock when
Peter and John went up to the temple. It was now
about six o'clock, the close of the duy.

4. Howbeit many of them . . .
lieved. The miracle created wonder; only the
word converts, The miracle drew attention § the
Holy Ghost,operating upon the heart and conseience,
converts, The converts inereasing from day to
day, the number came to be about five thousaud,
“ Men? comprehiends, probably, both men wnl
women, like * souls ™ in Acts 2 41,

5. Their rulers, and elders, and scribes.
The Sanhedrin consisting of three orders:
elders, heads of families, 2. The seribes, the in-
terpreters of the law, The high priest, or, as
elsewhere, the chief priests, This was the highest
tribunal among the Jews,

6. Aunas the high priest. Culled in Jose-
phus, Ananus, was made high priest A. D. 7 und
continued until A. D. 14, The high priest under
the Jewish law held the office for life, though fre-
quently deposed by the Ilerods and Romuns for
politieal purposes, Caiaphas was the actual high
priest at this time (John 11. 49), although our
Lord was taken for trinl first before Annus, who
was at this time probably the most influential per- |
son among the Jews, During his lifetime fi
of his sons were clevated to this high position,
Cuiaphas, who was married to the daughter of
Annas, was nominally high priest from A, D, 24 lo‘
A.D. 36, Concerning John and Alexander noth- |
ing more is known. The attendance of so many |

notable members of the court on this occasion indi-
cates the excitement among the people, and the |
significance which the authorities attached to it.

7. By what power. They raised no question
concerning the fuct of the cure. The question they
asked implied the concession of the fact. Grantihg
that, we know who did it; for God only can work
miracles, The enemies of the Christian religion
muke oftentimes good witnesses concerning its
verities,

&, Then Peter, filled with the Holy

“Vexed through and |

el

1. The |

"Ghost. This is the fourth time Peter hus
spoken. On the occasion of his first speech (Acts
1. 15-22) the number of the apostles was again filled
up. The second (Acts 2. 14-36) resulted in the
conversion of three thousand souls, The third
(Acts 3. 12-26) opens up the aggressive career of
the new tuith,  The fourth (Aets 4 5-12), in the
prescnce of the high court of the nation, charges
Judaism with having r¢jected Him in whom alone
salvation is to be found. Dying Judaism and
growing Christianity stand face to face. The
presence of the Holy Ghost at this time was the
fulfillment of an importunt promise. First, when
| the twelve were sent forth, Matt, 10. 19, and again
in Luke 21, 14, Christ promiscd the disciples that
when they should be called into the presence of
kings and rulers he would be present with them,
and that thty should not tuke thought as to what
they should speak. * For it is not ye that speak,
| but the Spirit of your Futher that speaketh in you.”
Now for the first time, just when needed, we read
that Peter, “ filled with the Holy Ghost, said.”
Ye rulers. Peter, who before had trembled in
the presence of a servant girl, now did not hesi-
tute in the presence of the court itself.

9. He. Revised Version, “this man.” In all
probability the lame man was in the court room.
| Made whole. Literally, “ saved.” Peter makes
! a cuse against the accusers themselves., They have
urrested and detained overnight himself and John
for having done a good work for an impotent mun,
It would seem that they, not he, should give an-
swer,

10. By the name of Jesus Christ of

| Nazareth doth this man stand here. If

thut be true, and if these very men, this very
court, ure they who crucified him, and if that
name be able to do this miraele, how terrible must
be the penulty which any moment may fall upon
them !

11, Thisis the stone. These words Jesus had
used, Matt, 21. 24, quat'n" from Psalm 118, 22
The leaders of the people, whose duty it was to
build the house of God, had rejected the corner
stone which God had designed for it to rest upon.
While they had rejected it, God, by raising Jesus
from the dead, had shown that hc was the corner
stone of the spiritual temple on earth,

12. Neither is there salvation in any
other, Ilow profound this utterance ! THow deep
the significance of these words! What a broad
platform on which this three-year-old preacher
builds his theology ! And he, so short a time ago
an untutored, common man. How recently a cow-
ardly denier of his own Lord and Master. Now
how brave, how eloquent, in his thought how truly
great,

13. When they saw the boldness of
Peter and John. If these unlearned and
ignorant men, here in the presence not only of
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enemies, but of encmies who h
imprisoning and of erucitying,

recently exercised that power; if, under these cir-
cumstances, these men speak with ease and readi-
ness: if they not only
but actually charge the court W
may not all
among friends,
power ! The }
mony, and powe
needed. What greater Jesson has the modern
Church anywhere than just here in the wonderful
utterances of these apostles t They took knowl=
edge of them, that they had been with
Jesus, Praise the Lord for such a glorious tost
mony. Peter’s spece
upon their memories.
nobodies herctofore.

history.
importance to remember who they
sense the world will know
in our testimony, that we have been with him,

bear humble testimony to saving
Toly Ghost is given plainly for testi-

Peter and John had been

14. The man which was healed stand= ;4] name ree
ing. Worse yet. T!\c man whom perhaps they  (ers was Shemhamphorash—t
had summoned 88 & WItNess, expecting ]nimb\,\‘ by | of which, howe
tract o denial of the | gjj gaked Peter by what nam

threats to confuse him or to ex

healing, was here in the court standing up straight, ' yqracle.
and thereby proving the truth of the miracle, No superstitions tories of Eastern
wonder the court was gilenced, ow wonderfully |y is possible
God had led these disciples along, preparing them | pissed Peter
by easy steps for this masterly etfort, this wonder- | )6 others
ful testimony, this magnificent vindieation of them= | (o mentary i

selves, and this sublime testimony to the power of

Jesus to save the soul.

Thoughts for Young People.
« They had been with Jesus.”

1. Those who have been with Jesus possess knowl-
edge of truth, which no human learning can supply.
The lack of scholarly opportunities is o great
disadvantage. No man can afford to be ‘‘un-
Jearned and ignorant” within whose reach comes
education, But learning of itself does not develop
goodness or nobility of life.

2, Association with Christ gives courage, and
of right is of inestimable value.
iuns, stand like arock on the
inciples with un-

courage in the cause
Be brave young Chri:
occan strand, maintain your pr
daunted spirit, and however much men may seem
to seorn you not only will they in their hearts re-
spect you, but they will weaken in their opposi-
tion in proportion to your boldness.

3. Those who have been with Jesus gladly follow
their Master in patient suffering of wrong and in
doing good to all men. They enjoy the fulfillment
of his promise of the Holy Ghost in time of need,
and, havipg fuith in him themsclves, by their
testimony they inspire faith in others.

4. Pdlowship with Jesus will count for anything

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER:

|
ave the power of that is
and who have so | be brave; commune wit
be his close friend, and you will be unselfish.

make a sufficient defense, ‘Ju
ith murder, why | constantly suggests the prese

disciples take courage and, certainly | one can ¥
| make an impression.  What impression

| striving to make? In

r to speak boldly is also given as | panionship with the
| suggestive of his temper and his principles.

h had o quickening influence to  human, divine, angelie, or

L Now they were men with & name ot Solomon, and the
They had been seen before. It was of ,f cortain angels.

care. Inadeeper g effected “in the name
,if we aro true to Jesus | some tried to conjure with tha
seven sons of Sceva, Acts 19, 13,

magie.
the
which illustrates the
names,

[Jan. 31

good. Be intimate with him, and you will
h him, and you will be pure;

6. Likeness to Jesus. Those that are most with
sus are like him insuch a way that their presence
nee of their Lord. No
ngto

you

Juss through this world without str

yroportion us you have coms
Lord will you yourself’ bevome

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The Jews believed that cures were to be uttributed
diabolic ngency.
osephus speaks of eures wrought by invoking the
Essenes used the names
After miracles were estublished
of Jesus of Nazareth™

t name, as did the
The most effee-
ognized by the Jews for working won-
Jie true pronunciation
ver, contained the charm, The coun-
e” he wrought this
It may not be edifying to follow the silly
legerdary lore, but
that the reason why the council dis-
(verse 13)—that they perecived he and
whad been with Jesus"—may find a
\ this superstitious belief in sceret
There is o spurious narrative, + the Book of
sencration of Jesus™ (Sepher Toldoth Jeshv),
beliet in the power of magical
It attributes to Jesus a stenlthily acquired
knowledge of the ineffable name of Jehovah already
mentioned (.\'Imnlunn[:horaih;. This name was
said to have been found by David engraven on &
stone when digging the foundations of the temple,
and that he deposited itin the sanctuary, Lest young
men might find it and use it foolishly, wise men
of the time made magical arts to scare it out of their
mindsshould they ever find it. Brazen lions placed at
¢ to the holy of holies were made to roar
ax the person might come out and eause him to forget
the ineffuble name. They say Jesus entered the
temyple, saw the sacred name, copied iton purchment
and hid it under his skin, making an incision for
the purpose. The lions did make him forget the
name as he came out, but the record on the parch-
ment enabled him to regain it. Hence, the council
explained the secrct of the miracle wrought by
Peter and John from their having * been with
Jesus” who had revealed this name to them.

This fable, known to be unworthy of a moment's
serious consideration in jtself, threws light on the
general thought of the Hebrews, as to the wonders
that might be wrought by conjuring with names,

i‘a.nd illustrates not only this lesson, but many othet

the entranc
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passages of Seripture involving the same supersti- | influence and power of a life divine if it has been
tious belief, which was the standpoint of the Hebrew | with Jesus,

and heathen population the disciples hud to do with. | J%4 14, The best argument for Christianity is
They appear not to huve attempted in this case to | to he found in its miracles of grace. What can
deny nor to disprove the miracle, only to account | the worst enemies of Christ say ugainst the drunk-
forit. Peter and John deny that they wroughtthis | urds that have been reclaimed, the depraved who
miracle in the secret name Shembhamphorash, or any ‘ have been lifted up, the unclean who have been
other similar name, but * by the name of Jesus | nade chaste, the hard and grasping who have
Christ of Nazarcth.,” The council *‘marveled”  bheen made benevolent ?

the more at the miracle, reeognizing it as the more
unaccountable beeause wrought by ‘¢ unlearned and
jgnorant men,” or uneducated men, unlearned in
the lore of the rabbinical schools, ignorant of the
glosses and traditions, not seribes, nor lawyers, but

Before the Class.

Approach to the lessom, As our lesson is a sort of
| & sequel to the one on healing the lame man, bring
.| out all the leading points of that lesson in a hasty
private persons, laymen, unaceustomed to public | yoview, The sun hardens the soil it docs not soften ;

speaking or public life, mere ordinary lahorers. ‘u’“’ the Gospel embitters those it does not melt.

Hence there was no way to account for it but by | Both clusses listened to Peter's sermon ; both

supposing that Jesus lm‘d committed to lhm.n #ome | olasses had witnessed the wonderful miracle at the
sceret “name” by which they wrought this won- | Beautiful Gate.

Some believed, some mocked.
der.”

Pass over briefly the rest of Peter’s sermon in
the porch, He is plain and direct in his accusations
By Way of Illustration. and yet attributes their sin of killing Jesus to igno-

Peter and John dmprisoned, John the Baptist | rance. This in a measure pullintcs. it, but now that
had sanctificd a prison before them. Jeremish they see, or ought to see, that this same Jesus is
had done 8o before John the Baptist, and Joseph really 'J‘f’ M““"“i"h of prophecy, a fuilure to repent
before Jeremiah § and now these two apostles were and reccive him only aggravates the matter. He
to follow in their steps, for there was coming a long pleads with them ll}"ht tenderly, reminding them
line of successors to this inheritance. But it mat- | that they are the children of the prophets and of
tered little to men who believed in the resurrec- the covenant.
tion from the dead that they were compelled to |  Method of presentation. Treatgraphically. Five
spend a night in a prison. scenes as of a panorama pass rapidly and vividly

Verse 4. As well attempt to put out fire by fan- before us.
ning it vigorously, as well attempt to exterminate a | First scene, Verses 1,2, Peter and John are still
plant by stamping its seeds into the ground, as to | preaching in the temple porch, The people scem
attempt to exterminate Christianity by persecution. | willing and many of them glad to-listen. But the
A little company of Salvation Army soldiers | priests—those whose duty it was during that time
moved into a town and opened up street meetings. | to conduct the temple service—ure angered, both
The town was given over to wickedness and | because Peter preaches a new doctrine, and because
religious formalism. The soldiers were arrested | of the assembled wmultitudes, The Sadducees
and thrown into jail. This foused the sympathy | especially are mad because these two intruders
andinterest of a wealthy citizen, who secured their | preach against their distinguishing belief. It would
release and helped them in every way. Under his | add to the anger and consternation of both these
patronage a strong division of the Army was de- | classes that Peter and John were both *‘ unlearned
veloped there, and much good was done, and ignorant” men. Verse 13,

DBolduess is necessary. A minister without bold- |  Second scene, Verses 8, 4. Peter and John in
ness is like a smooth file, a knife without an edge, | prison. I’ut there by the violent hands of the Sad-
a sentinel that is afvaid to let off his gun, If men | ducees, who had the power, and with the willing
will be bold in sin, ministers must be bold to re- | consent of the priests and authorities. The
prove, Church always thrives under persecution, and we

“They took knowledge of them that they had been find that even in the face of this apparent calamity
with Jesus.” Perhaps some of you bought at the i thousands believe.

World’s Fair those bits of scented clay to be used | Z%ird scene. Verses 5-7. A trial. Rulers, elders,
in linen closets, A Persian poct has written very | seribes, high priest—the full court,and many invited
prettily about them. Inthe poem some one asks | distinguished men who happened to be in the city,
them where they got their fragrance. And they ‘ are gathered in the spacious chamber, and the two
answer, “ We are only common clay, but they put | prisoners are brought in. Iow did they look?
us with the roses and we gathered to ourselves the | Had they slept that night? 1ad they been weep-
influence and power of the rose.” So does the ing? Were they afraid? Why not? Who was
common clay of our humanity come to have the\renl]y on trial—Peter and John, or that august

—
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body befure which they stood? THow =uperior and
powerful that Sunhedrin felt! The charge is im-
plied in the opening question, ** By what power, or
by what name, have ye donethis?”  What was the
real offense?  See Acts 5. 28.

Fourth scene. Verses 8-12.  Same place. Peter
having been invited to speak procceds to be thy
prosecutor, and arraigns them before o tribunal
which never adjourns, His tribute to Jesus is sub-
lime, and his denunciation of their sin terrific.
Peter quotes Seripture with which they were famil-
jar, and conneets the Jesus they had ¢ ucified with
the lame man's cure in such a way as to condemn
them. The argument in verse 12 is the same a8
Jesus used on the oceasion of healing the puralytic.
One who could do such wonders must be the
Saviour.

Fifth scene, Verses 13, 14, Same place. The
expressions of determined malignant purpose change
to wonder. The unduunted boldness of these
two ignorant men was that of those who know
their cause is just. They identify them in
their boldness and the nature and foree of their
words with Jesus. There, in convincing evidence,
stood the very man whom they all had known for
years as an incurable eripple, healed, and they
knew he was healed. They were beaten, mad, but
could say nothing.

(Note.—The teacher should bring out the leading
points immedintely following this lesson, especially
referring to the prayer mecting for thanksgiving at
their deliverance.)

Practical teachings. Verse 1. Christ’s followers
must expect opposition.

Verse 2. Pluin Gospel preaching i always effect-
ive.

Verse 8. You can imprison the messengers, but
not the message. i

Verse 4. Christiunity thrives under persecution.

Verses 5-7. Those who judge Christ here, will be
judged by him hereafter.

Verses 5-7. Religion has nothing to fear from
those who arraign it.

Verse 8. God will help us to defend his cause.

Verse 12,  Jesus " is the only name.

Verse 13, There is no valid argument against true
religion,

Verse 13. The world knows it when we have been
with Jesus,

Verse 14, Christianity should be judged by its
results,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Rupidly review the events of the day, beginning
with the healing of the eripple by the Beautiful
Gate, down to the opening of the lesson....The
arrest: (1) Circumstances { (2) Agents; (3) Motives ;
(4) Results to the upostles. ... The spirit of Christ's
enemies as here illustrated : (1) Unbelieving: (2)
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Unjust; (3) Seeking not the truth, but their own
interests § (4) Ignprance, not comprehending what
| they saw... .The spirit of Christ's disciples us here
shown....lHow the lesson presents the name of
The results of fellowship with Jesus,

| Jesus

|+ They took knowledge,”" cte., verse 3....0ur

| duty toward Christ as here presented: (1) To con-

| sider his claims (2) To belie vinhim (3) To eon=

| fess him; (4) To endure trial in his cuuse; (3) To
work for him.

OPTIONAL HYMNS.

No. 1.
In the cross of Christ I glory.
All hail the power of Jesus’ name.
Holy Spirit, faithful guide.
e f\'m{rlll me.
1 love to tell the story.

No. 2.
Jesus, only Jesux.
Saviour, 1 eome to thee.
Hark ! the voice of lesus calling.
Of him who did salvation bring.
e has come.

—
References.
Faeemax, Ver, 1: The captain of the temple,
787, Vers. 5, 6: The Sanhedrin, 718,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

One important fact is brought out in a inzle
sentence in this lesson: ‘‘Many of them which
heard the word believed.” The miracle wronght
upon the lume man filled the people with
wonder, but it was not the means of con-
verting anyone so far as we know, Hewring
the word caused them to believe. How often in
trouble or in serious illness we say, “Ifonly T may
be helped over this hard place, then I will surely
serve God.” But when the trouble i8 pussed we
forget all we have prum'nwd. The word of God,
prcuched, taught, and read, in the power of the
Holy Spirit, is the great means of sulvation.

What an inspiring story of courage and fidelity
to conviction we have here! How loyal these men
were to Jesus!  They would have scorned to deny
him, even to help themselves out of prison. We
feel grander and nobler ourselves for knowing that
men, and women t00, like these, have lived in all
ages of the world.

But we must remember that this was not natural
courage. Not long before Peter had been afraid to
say he knew Jesus at all. But now he was **filled
with the Holy Ghost,” and that made all the dif-
ference. Now, he gloried in letting every one
know that the name of Jesus wus to him the most
precious and wonderful name ever heard, and that
they, too, must believe in that name if they would
hope to be saved. When they were commanded
| nut to speuk of him aguin, how ensy would have
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been to say, ¢ Perhaps we would better be more

quict; we cun believe these things oursclves, but it
isn't worth while to expose ourselves to the anger of

the priests and rulers, and make noend of trouble for

ourselves and friends.”  That is the way too many
Christians argue.  But not so these men filled with
the Holy Ghost. Their standard was, * What is
right in the sight of God?” not, * What does the
\\T-r]d think 1" They were philosophers enough to
know that to hearken to God is vastly more wise
than to follow the opinions of men.
Questions constantly arise in regard to duty—
“May I do this?” **Ought I do that?” which
grow '\'.-r.\‘ perplexing if we are governed by what
others think, The conscicnee of one may not be
safe guide for another, There is only one safe
way—that is to ask, * Lord, what wouldst thou
have me to do?? then do it, no matter what others
may do or say. We will fuce many a test of o
('h; tian cour even this week, They come to
us every day. You are u Christian; you may be
asked to do something which your conscience tells
you is not quite right for you, whatever it may be
for others. Will you have courage to say, *“No!"
That seems harder sometimes than to go to prison!
There will be times when you ought to speak out
your convictions and show your loyulty to Jesus,
Will you have the boldness to doit? Itis good
that we have these tests, We would not grow into
vigorous character without the exercise of our
spiritual musele.  When men need strong timber
that will bear heavy strain they look for it in the
mountain side, where the trees have stood firm
against many a storm.  When God secks men and
women for special honor in his service, he chooses
those who have been tried and found faithful,

Blackboard.

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

— Christ’s choice is always attended with his
charge, Those whom he elected to apostleship ex-
pected preferments, but, instead, he gave them

— We pause beside this door:

Thy year, O God, how shall we enter in?
The footsteps of a Child

| Sound close beside us.  Listen, he will speak !

His birthday bells have hardly rung a week,

Yet has he trod the world's press undefiled,

‘¢ Enter through me,” he saith, * nor wander mote
For lo! I am the Door.""—Lucy Larcom.

— You want to be true, and you are trying to be,
Learn two things—never to be discouraged be-
cause good things get on slowly here, and never to
fuil duily to do that good which lies next your
hand. Do not be in a hurry, but be diligent.
Enter into that sublime patience of the Lord,—
Macdonald.

— How great the wisdom of him whose whole
daily life ix a heaven-ascending prayer,— Waite,

— They that love Christ love to think of him,
love to hear of him, love to read of him, love to
speuk of him, for him, to him. They love his pres-
ence, his yoke, Lis name.— Mason.

— The Gospel is the. fulfillment of all Lopes, the
perfection of all philosophy, the interpretation «f
all revelations, the key to all the seeming contra-
dictions and mysteries of the physical and morul
world.— Muller.

— In turning from sin we repent ; in turning to
Christ we believe.  When we look at our sins we
are filled with grief on account of them; when we
look to Christ we trust in him for forgiveness of
them.— Ormiston.

— The law was all precept, the Gospel all prom-
ise, for its precepts are inclosed in its promise,—
Bishop Medley.

Great is the religion of power, but greater is the
religion of love ; great is the religion of implacable
justice, but greater is the religion of perdoning
merey.— Castelar,

— All we want in Christ we shall find in Christ,
If we want little, we shall find little; if we want
much, we shall find much; and if, in utter help-
lessness, we cast our all on Christ, he will be to us
the whole treasury of God.—Bishop Whipple.

— A little religion is a painful thing, but more
religion takes the pain away.—Arnot.

— Every kindness done to others is a step nearer
to the life of Christ.—Dean Stanley.

— With what diligence and attention we listen
when we have reason to expect temporal aid.— Ques-
nel.

— Beware of despairing about yourself; you are
communded to put your trust in God and not in
yourself.— Augustine,

— Look upon the bright side of your condition ;
then your discontents will disperse. Iore not upon

commandments,— Henry,

your losses, but recount your mercies.— Watson,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Do you not think a piano is better than an organ
for leading little children’s voices ?

Do you have a cabinet, or drawers, in which to
store illustrative material after you have used it?
Do you practice blackboard drawing at home ?
Do you visit kindergarten or primary day
schools that you may improve your teaching ?

Do you read any books on teaching?
Do you cultivate the acquaintance of other
teachers that you may be

Suggestive Questions.
8.

Do you call on new scholars ?
Do you visit scholars who have been absent tw

weeks ?

Do you visit sick scholars ?

Do you make birthday calls ?

Do you invite parents to visit the class?

Do you make any effort to get the parents to
attend church?

Do you quiet the ‘children pl
them disorderly when you come ?

Do you come half an hour before the session ?

Do you speak to each child by name every Sun-
day?
G you set your scholars a good example by
always being in your place unless unavoidably de-
tained ?

Do you arrange for your
you are to be absent ?

Do you have frequent ar

primary Sunday school
helped and give help ?
Do you desire to be a better teacher than you are?
Do you pray for the help of the Holy Spirit ?

some studying on your lesson every

easantly if you find

Do you do
lay in the week ?
Do you pray for your scholars ?

—_——

place to be filled when | Her New Year Sunday.
BY REV. E. A, RAND.

Jous GepsEY was peculiar. Ile attended church
but did not care to have his child, Amy, attend
Sunday school.

«\ife,” he said, one day, «if T thought those
Sunday school teachers were interested in their
work, away down, all the way through, I would
not object to our Amy going ; but as in my opinion
a half-hearted lot, I don’t want you to

\d restful changes in

your program ?
Do you call your class to orde
1 kindly but firmly spoken ?

r by a bell, or with

a gesture and cal
Which is the better way ¥
Do you like to have your o]
the main school ¥
Do you think children should sit with arms
folded when called to order? Why not? \
Do you think children can sit long in one po-

pening exercises with

they are
send her.”
«(), 1 think teachers want to do their duty, and

take them just as they are they are doing a work
we cannot get along without, and we need to be
very grateful, John."” .

« () T don't know, I don't know, wife! However,
when T see one who is—is just wrapped up in her
Jags room to make itlook work, Amy may go to her ; but not now, please.”

Amy, who ought to have been in Sunday
school, was out of it. Another year broke upon the
world and brought a New Year Sunday with it.

It was a delightful day for winter, and John
Gedney and his cane were out enjoying it.
was a tall man with a shapely figure, and he
sported a new hat and a new coat, an
opinion the Sunday
to its appointed ses:
to his own imposing self.

In ejaculations he threw oul
« Little things—half taught—teachers not in-
sted—no good—glad Amy is not going there.”

sition ¥
Why does fault finding make
Why does an impatient teacher

-~
a class disorderly ?

have a dis-

orderly class ?

Why should a lesson not be stopp
a disorderly child ?

Do you decorate yourc
cheerful ¥

Do you have some
room ?

Do you have
sick scholars ¥

Do you study to have
the children ?

Do you have plenty of fres

ed to correct

potted plants in the class
bouquets of flowers to send to
your attire attractive to

I air in your class
sion, was exceedingly inferior

room ?
Do you save the Bible Roll pictures and adorn
the walls of the class room with them ?
Do you ask the children to bring anything to
make the room more attractive ? tere

He

d in his

school world, now on its way

t these criticisms:
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The tall man, the new hat, the new coat, the
gold-headed cane, went along in pride, and the
Sunday school seemed humbler than ever.

Suddenly he was saluted by a bright, cheerful,
energetic voice, ** Happy New Year, Mr. Gedney!"

0! 0! bless us—you almost took my breath
away. I wish you many Happy New Years, Miss
Carter.”

As he spoke, Mr. John Gedney bowed, and it
was like the bowing of a tall pine in the presence
of a wee violet, for Miss Susan Carter was rather
short and slender. She had a sweet face, and the
pleasantest blue eyes in the world,

“1 beg your pardon, Miss Carter, where are
you going "

«, Sunday school, my first Sunday as teacher
in the primary department.”

“Then they have got you, have they ? Well!
well!”

“Yes, I suppose they have got me, and if I canl
only get them at it, get a good hold on my work,
1 shall like it, and I hall be very thankful.”

“That is very well put, and that is what is
needed, T compliment you on your purpose.”

Here the new hat and the new coat, the tall pine
all at once, came bowing down again in an im
pressive way, He then noticed the load in her arms,

« And are all those things going to the Sunday
school ¥ he asked.

“T hope s0.”

“1 beg your pardon, but let me help you. Let
me take your bag, Why, you ought to have an
express team.”

“Thank you; you are very kind, You may
take the bag.”

“ And may I ask what the bag is for?"

“0, Icall it my Sunday school bag. That is
the name worked inside as you will see, ‘ Sunday
School Bag' I begin the first day of the week,
orSunday night, or soon as possible, to put in the

bag anything I find that will help my work on the |

following Sunday—any story, any information, any
object—in short, anything that will help me.”

“Then you believe in giving your mind to your
work, in giving yourself ? "

“0, I do—1I do, and T know it is bold in me,
but couldn’t T have your Amy ? Yousee we have
to ask for tuings if we are in earnest, Classes
will not come to us sometimes, and we must go
after our classes, and so I ask. And, Mr. Gedney,
I speak to you as an old friend, and I do want
your sympathy, and your wife's, and your prayers
too. I have taken the primary department, feel-

doing it because I am asked. Tt is a great work,
and I don’t want to belittle it. If I can reach my
scholars, through them I may reach the parents.
It is a great work, and I do want this New Year
 Sunday to begin my work right, and I am so
thankful for sympathy and help.  Another teacher
and I have a little meetiiig by ourselves, and it is
to pray that God may use us and bless you and
our work, for it is a great work and I feel it, and
—and—as an old friend, I agk for your sympathy
and prayers, I—I—do want to give myself to
this work conscientiously, You—you will help ?™
;. John Gedney dared not look at her. Her voice
‘was full of emotion; the blue eyes, he knew, were
#filled with tears like violets caught in a sudden
‘shower. “The tall pine again came down in a
stately fashion, and he turned away saying, “I
thank you.”

What he was thanking her for he knew not. [le
was in a bewildered state of mind, feeling some-
what as if in turning a corner an unexpected wind
had suddenly struck him,

“That woman had me in close quarters,” he
| soliloquized on his way home. *Sheis full of her
; work, and that is what is needed. And she wants
| Amy! To-day? I told my wife Amy should go
‘ when the right teacher came along, or something
| like that. And the teacher wants my prayers.
i She had me there. When did I pray last? I
must look out and not run into that teacher agnin
when I walk out another Sunday. Whew!"

i Susan Carter opened the door of her cluss
| room, and it seemed to be full of eyes—blue eyes,
| brown eyes, black eyes—all looking her way, and
‘ she filled them with sunshine.

“Happy New Year, children!”

A babel of greetings came back to ler,
‘“ Happy New Year!” “Same to you!” * Wish
| you good many !V Teacher and scholars knew each
lut‘uer from that moment. All that the teacher did
in detail she never could tell very positively, as a
certain nervous excitement accompanied her work.
She knew that she tried to tuke them all by the
hand and lead them out of Jerusalem to see the
wonderful ascension of the risen One.

Then she had something to say about that New
Year Sunday. “Scholars, we all want a blessing,
a great one this day, You know it says in the
lesson they all waited in prayer for a blessing to
come down, It was the blessing of God, the Holy
Spirit, helping them live right and do good, so
much good to others. And if we open our hearts,
wide open, will not God send his Spirit to fill

ing I am the last person in the world for it, but

them ? God listens when we pray—"
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The door opened. A child entered slowly,
whose timid eyes looked round anxiously for a
friend.
“ Why, Amy Gedney 1" exclaimed the ln“.lk'hl‘r.‘
« How glad I am to see you 1t And I was going to |
pray—and you come here, dear, and kneel dow u"
and we will all kneel down. Now let us
for a New Year's blessing ! "’
and reverent, was

by me,
open our hearts

Gentle and low, earnest
woman's pleading at the foot of the cross, while |
the hush in the room, the drooping heads, the |
stilled, expectant couatenances showed that many
aing gently back. [
Amy Gedney
about this

little doors were swi
The class soon was dismissed.
interesting story

took home a very
father and mother |

New Year Sunday, and her
were enger listeners.
« What did teacher do? N
«T did not get there in t
out of—out of—""

asked John Gedney.
ime, but they all said

ghe took 'em on a waulk
4 Say it glowly, Amy  fad
« Out of Jee-woo-salem ! 4
“ lear that, wife? Isn't Amy cute? THas a
What else did she do*”

live teacher.
lay, and she

« Qe said it was New Year Sunc

took me by the—the—hand, ant

| he prayed fo!

OL BANNER.

1 told us to—to

she--pray ed—that—God—

—kneel down—and
might come right there—into our hearts, p:lpu!"
 Humph ! " said John Gedney.
Ile asked no more questions.
By and by, after tea, Amy came to her father to
say good night.

“ Ave you going to bed? llave you said your
prayers?”
Not yet, papa,
kneel down by you just as I dic
r—for—something to come down—

and may I say them now and
1 by teacher, and

cos—cos—it was New Year's Sunday ?"

Ile nodded silently. Amy said her, *“ Now Ilay
me,” and then went up stairs,

She left her father alone, thinking about the
knelt by his mother's knee. So far

time when he
so close! A hot tear

away, that mother, and yet
dropped on his hand.

He could not help it, and as if a boy again,
it of his chair, he seemed to be
the dear old mother, and in peni-
1 to grant him a New Year's

Vlinling down ot
l kneeling beside

tence begged Got
| blessing of forgiveness.
| Watertown.

S

Preview.
Draw or eut from cardboard
This, in the center of a square of manilla paper

an ancient lamp.

may serve as the symbol of the quarter's lessons,
Divide Review from the gymbols

Print avound it *“The Light of Love.”

into regular spaces, in which place numbers from
one to twelve. Tell the children that each Sur ‘

Jesson will be added to the

day a symbol of the
added, print the motto for

| sheet,  As they arve
\ the lesson:
1. Love Lights
the Way.

2. God is Love.

3. Love in the
Heart.

4. Love in the
Body.

5. Love Giving
Strength.

6. Love Reveal-
ing Truth.

7. Love Opening
Doors.

8, Love Giving
Courage.

9. Love Going
Abroad.

10, Love Ready
to Give.

11. Love Con-

quering.

| 12. Love Shining Out.

briefly each week,
| and at the close of the quarter your class will be

1 | prepared for a spirited and intelligent review.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON I. (January 3.)
CHRIST'S ASCENSION. Acts 1. 1-14.

Gowpex Texr.  *“ While he blessed them, he
was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven.” Luke 24. 51.

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Introductory. [Place symbol No. 1 on the board
and print, ** Love Lights the Way.”] A timid little
bov was sent to a lawyer's office one winter after-
noon to get some important papers for his father,
The lawyer was out, and the boy waited for him
because he knew his father must have the papers
atonee. But he felt troubled, for the way home
was lonely, and wolves had been known to come
out of the forest.near by, He got the papers at last
and hurried away, but before he was in sight of
home it grew dark, and his heart beat fast with fear,
All at once he saw a light ahcad. It grew larger,
and soon he saw that it was coming toward him,
Then he heard a dear voice call, ¢ Mother is com-
ing,” and his fear all went away. She knew her
boy would be afraid, and so her love lighted the
way for him.

Jeview. Call back briefly the story of Christ’s
death, his resurrection, and the visits he made the
diseiples during the forty daya after the resurree-
tion. Recall especially a promise he made before
his death which they n.ust have oftep had in their
minds, John 14, 16, 26.

Print the title of the lesson at the top of the
bourd, and try to have every child understand the
meaning of the word “ascension.”  Show that
Christ ascended—went away from the earth, higher
and higher, back to God, and so he wants his
disciples, big and little, to be always rising higher
and higher in love and goodness and truth, till he
tukes them back into his heaven.

[Use the map telling how Jesus “led out”
(Luke 24, 50) the disciples over the Kedron, up
Olivet, away toward Bethany. With brown erayon
draw an upward path on the board, and tell how
the disciples had seen Jesus, as they walked and
talked with him every day, always going up the
path that leads to God—never by wrong words or
ways taking a step backward, It was his way
home, and it is our way home, to lead good, true,
pure lives.]

Once a mother was going to be with God. She
ealled her little girl and told her what to do when
she was gone, Do you think the little girl could

ever forget her dying mother's words? Neither
could the disciples forget what Jesustold them just
before he went to be with God.

[Print ** Wait,” talk a little about wuiting, and
gee if children knowswhat Jesus said they should
wait for, Make a heart and print * Spirit” in-
side it.]

What is a lamp for? To give light. Yes, and
after it is lighted it gives both light and heat. So
when the Ioly Ghost comes into a heart like a
great sun, it begins to shine for Jesus in all right
ways of doing, and a warmth of love begins to be
felt flowing out in sweet, kind ways and words.

[Print “Be Witnesses,””] The dying mother
told her little girl to teach her buby brother to love
Jesus, The little girl was a witness to her mother's
love and faith when she taught her little brother to
be good,” Jesus wunts us to be witnesses to his
love and goodness everywhere, but we never can
be until we let the Iloly Spirit come into our hearts
and live and shine there.

[Make or pin up several small stars, and tell how
the disciples stood looking up after Jesus as he
rose, and what the angels said to them. Teach
that if we want to follow Jesus up to heaven we
must look to see the way he went, and then try in
loving obedience to follow him all the way.]

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.

KixpEreantex Departaent.—Christ’s  Ascen-
sion. Luke 24, 40-53,

Gorpex Texr. “Ilam with you.” Mark 28. 20,

Ams 1o THE KINDERGARTN Iloly Bible,
Acts 1, 1-14 3 Life of Christ (Geikie), vol. ii, pages
606-608; hymns —* Abide with me" (Lyte),
“Unfold, unfold, ye cverlasting portals!” (Gou-
nod.) Geta copy of * The Redemption” and read
this, if you cannot play it.

ATTENTION STORY.
Dear little children, I think you can remember
away back to one Sunday when the bells were
ringing and people brought beautiful white lilies to
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church, and we had aP
card. Do you rememb
we called ‘the lilies? Yes, Easter, and we saw
Easter lilies, and tulked about the words, ‘e is
risen.” Whom did we mean? Jesus. He had
power to lay down his life and powe

jcture of a lily on our lesson | teaching, or showing how, It is mot enough to
or what duy it was and what | tell, for we all may help each other by our sctions,

as well as by our words,
Narvre Work, Lead the children to talk of

r to take it |theseason; here it is cold and wintry, but in some

again ; and when ‘I‘“ h“dl """V"“‘“"I‘ comu "l“‘“ that | of the countries across the seas the fruit is ripe and
i 3 w gle e people were! .
little stone room, hOW et all the people WEre: | 4},q flowers are blossoming and sweet scented. Lead

One day last June, just_before your vucation days
began, we had another lesson about **The Lord is
risen.” Our lesson for to-day comes right along
after that one.

All the men, women, and children who heard the
wonderful words which Jesus spoke loved him
and wanted him to -stay with them, und they re-
turned to the temple to tulk over these things with
the others. \Vhillc they were there all together
Jesus eame and talked with them all. He told
them that he was going to heaven, that God’s
word was true, and that he had planned this all,

He helped their minds to understand God's word,
and he spoke to them again about Moses and about
the good men who had_ said, years before, that he
was coming. _He told the disciples that he waunted
them to stay in Jerusalem and get ready to do a
great_ work to help the people in every wart of the
world. He said to them that he would be with
them, though they could not see him—his loving
Spirit would stay with them always and help them.

Then he led them out from ¢ erusulem near to
the place where he had prayed that night in the
garden, and he blessed them. It xeemed to those
Wwho saw him as if he was not stunding on the hill,
but was being taken up into the sky i and, sure

enough, he was taken up into the heavens out A-t".‘
their sight. How lonely they must have felt ! |
But they went back to Jerusilem and worshiped | must bave been when Jesus went away to his

him.

their thoughts to the fact that in time of most
chilling air, of sorrows and little troubles which
they have, there are bright and warm places.
Hearts may be true and warm always and every-
where.

Art Work. Let the teacher and the children
draw outlines of the countries in which all nations
live,

Haxp Work, The little children may draw
curves and circles. The latter look like these
circles upon the card. They may choose colors for
the countries and make pictures of them upon the
blackboard.

The TransirioN Crass may outline in colors the
picture on the card and find out something to tell
us next Sunday about any of the people belonging
to *“ all nations.”

SciENCE AT HOME wiTi Moruer, Talk of the
love always warm and true which God shows
toward families, e cares for their comfort, and
«ent his Sou to this world to teach them how to be
truly happy. How sorry the mothiers and children

Father's house! 1lis words, found in John 14, 1,9

Explain un'u.-uul wnr:ls: “Spu‘km"’“ﬁllﬂ“‘""»" may be taught to the children, and they may say
“ concerning,” ** tarryy’ ¢ worshiped,” *‘contint= | them with the two lust lines of the lesson hymn

ally.”
OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. When those who loved Jesus so dearly
went with him, they felt sorry that he was going
away; but he explained that bis love would stay
with them all the time. Make clear to the children
the thought that we can love our friends now w hen

for to-day—** And many dear children are gather-
ing there.” MHas any little one gone from your
home to themany mansions of our Father’s house ¢
w of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

R

LESSON II. (January 10.)
THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN. Acts 2. 1-13.

Gowpex Texr. ¢ They were all filled With the

we do not see them, and we ure surc, too, that they
Holy Ghost.” Acts 2. 4.

Jove us.

Tuesday. Jesus led them out of the city to the
place where he had gone often—to Bethany. Here
lived a family whom he Joved very deurly. Talk
of his love for all fumilies.

Wednesday. His love and s words are with us
still.  Our Golden Text has his own words, * 1am
with you.”

Thursday. Tulk of another text which has his
words in Matt, 28. 1%, and explain that this world
hus many, many people in it who necd to hear this
story,

Friday. This word of God says that those men
went and preached everywhere, Mark 16, 20, ‘This
was the way in which they hel «d other people to
be good—by preaching, or telling how, and by

Primary Notes.

A little brother and sister sat in alonely cabin
out on the prairie. They had been alone all duy,
and now it was night. They both looked sud, and
they felt a little afraid, for the nearest lLiouse wus
more than a mile away. Their father and mother
started in the morning for the town, a good many
miles distant, and suid they would bring a gift to
each child when they came home. These children
were doing now what the disciples were doing for
ten days after Jesus went to heaven—watelking and
waiting. Butall the fear and loneliness went away
as soon as father and mother came, And then what
joy and gladuess filled their little hearts when they
received their gifts.
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Print the title of the lesson in large letters at the
top of the board. Uncover the lamp used in teach-
ing the last lesson, and call back all that the children
can remember about the use of a lamp, when it is
of use, cte.

There were one hundred and twenty now who
were waiting for the gift Jesus hal promised. The
apostles were there, of course (do you know their
names?), the mother and brothers of Jesus, and
many other good men and women, all believers in
Jesus. They had been wutehing and waiting ten
duys (for what?), and now [read from the Bible]
ihe day of Pentecost was fully come.” What
was the day of Pentecost? It a kind of feast
day, something like our Thanksgiving Day. It was
held just fifty days after the passover feast, when
the passover lamb was slain, and it was now just
fifty days since Jesus, the Lamb of God, died on
the eross,

[t was the first day of the week, and the disciples
were in the upper room praying, when a noise like
a great wind rose and shook the house. Then
something like tongues of fire came and rested on
cach one. It was the light of God! [Make rays of
light from the lamp falling on small hearts,] The
tongues of fire were wonderful, but the light and
love in the hearts of the diseiples were still more
wonderful. It was the great sun of love [uncover
a heart and show “ God is love™ in it}—God in
their hearts? This was the gift Jesus had pgomised
to send—God, the Ioly Ghost, to live in their
hearts, Was this not wonderful ?

When the light of love shone into the hearts of
the disciples, it opened the eyes of their spirits 8o
that they saw things they could not sce before.
This light of love showed them work to do [print],
and they began telling the story of Jesus to the

strangers who had come to see what the great noise
was, for the sound which hud shaken the house had
been heard in other parts of Jerusalem, and a
crowd had gathered in the street in front of the
plice where the disciples were. I'here were muny
people in Jerusalem now ; they bad cowe to the

What Meaneth Tnis?

TR (G5B
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great feast, and were from many parts of the coun-
try. They spoke different languages, and now the

disciples began speaking in these strange languages.
The Jews were surprised, and said to one another—
[print** What Meaneth This?"] They thought it
must be a miracle; but others laughed, and said
thut the disciples had been drinking too much
wine.

Will the Holy Spirit come into hearts now? O,
yes, for the promise was given to all disciples then,
and to all that should come after, and to their chil-
dren, too. 8o, even the children may have the
Holy Spirit in their hearts, showing them work to
do for Jesus. Do you know that this 8pirit of love
and light and power wants to come into your heart

Kindergarten Hints.
KiNDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT.
True, John 8. 8; Acts 2,
Gorpex TExr, * Yeshall be witnesses unto me.”
Acts 1. 8,

The Promise Came
1,2,5,6,7,8.

Ams 1o THE Kixpereartser. Holy Bible, Isuiuh
60 ; Education of Man (Froebel); Unity of Fumily
Life; Merry Songs and Games (Clara Beeson Hub-
bard); Bible Reader’s Commentary (Butler).

ATTENTION STORY.

When those men who loved Jesus went to Jerusa-
lem they were all together, when one day they heard
a sound like astrong rushing wind and God’s loving
Spirit came into all their hearts, They knew thut
this was what Jesus had promised would come to
them ; but they did not know how itcame, any more
than that man'knew who eame to Jesus one night to
have a little talk, and Jesus said to him that he
could hear the sound of the wind, but could not tell
where it comes from or where it goes: so is every
one who has this Spirit or voice in his heart. [Read
John 8. 8.] Well, dear little children, right there
at home the men found people of every nationto
whom they might preach. They all talked together
and loved each other very dearly, They were ail
surprised to find thut they could understand euch
other. [Let us read about it here in Acts 2. 1, 2, 5.
5,7, 8.)

i

Explain unusual words : ** Pentecost,” *“ acec rd,”
“guddenly,” *rushing,” * devout,” * multitude,”
“ confounded,” ** amazed,” ** marveled.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Golden Text, and
Bible lesson.

Monday. Talk of ** they * in verse 1 meaning the
men who loved and followed Jesus,and the pluce
was & room up stairs in the house in Jerusalem.
“They " were Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and others, named in
Acts 1, 13, The lesson may be made of great in-
terest if the teacher will find a story of one or more
of themen and relate it. It was Andrew who found
the little boy with the five barley loaves and two
fishes, John 6. 83 and his Lrother, the fisherman,
Peter, was told to feed the sheep and lambs, He

could be both fisherman und shepherd, A little
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atory about Philip and Nathanael is recorded in
Johu 1. 43-50.

Tuesday. How much Jerusalem was like
Aunicriea, where dwell people of every nation. Talk
of ull people being @God's people, and teach of the
unity of the human family. Our Father is the lov-
ing Father of the children and of the fathers and
mothers in all nations, "This is an opportunity for
a forcign missionary lesson.

Wednesday. ‘Tench a practical lesson on home
missions, Al people who eome here are learning
how we teach children and grown-up people about
God’s love and his Spirit.

Thursday. A talk upon citizenship and patriot-
ism may be made interesting enough to huve a
lasting influence. Show our flug and speak of the
lessons of strength, truth, and purity which it
teaches to those who choose to live under it. By
and by these little children will be in the public
echools of Canada. Teach the sentence prayer,
“ God bless our native land.”

Friday. The Golden Text tells us that weare the
ones to tell this story of God's loving Spirit now.
Explain what the word * witnesses " means.

Narvig Worg,  Find ou fucts about the wind.
1t travels faster on the water than on the land, and
is stronger on & mountain top than in the valley. It
drives the snow beforeit in these days and piles it
up into drifts, Talk of what thewind can do to
help man, It turns mill wheels and weather vanes,
floats the flag of our country, speeds the ships,
dries the clothes, ete.

Art Work. Study the wind picture in Froebel’s
Mother Play (the large plate ean be purchased for u
fow cents)and let the children tell about what they
see.

Haxp Work. Make forts and tunnels in the
snow drifts or in the sund tables. Have a color
lesson with our flag, muking the flag picture and
coloring it. The children may find the strength
color—red ; the truth color—blue § and the purity
color—white. ‘The paper for the flag may be white,
and the blue and the red may be put upon this,

showing that purity ix the foundation for strength |

and truth. The children may eonnect the beati-
tude, ** Blessed are the pure in heart,” with this
color work.

The Traxstrioy Crass write on the lesson card
something they ean remember and would like to
tell about one of those men in the upper room in
Jerusalem,

Scrence AT Home with MoTHER. Tylk of the
great physical furce of the wind. The air of the
child’s breath sounds in the trumpet and the har-
moniea. Thestronger breath of the man sounds in
the wind instruments, Namesome of them. The
cornet is mentioned by David in the Psalms, Can
you tell where? Thegreat spiritual poweris the Holy

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Spirit which makes one all families, all fr
all nations. The disciples and all the people gath-
ered together were surprised to find that they were
as near alike as if they had been born in the same
nation. So God’s love unites all people. Tulk
of the wind clearing all fog and mist and disease
from the air. 8o God'slove and the Holy Spirit clear
the moral atmosphere. [Expluin with simplicity the
meaning of these two words. |

JE—— ]

LESSON III. (January 17.)

A MULTITUDE CONVERTED. Acts
2. 32-47.

Gowpgx Texr. * The promise ix unto you, and
to your children, and to ull that are afur off.”  Acts
2, 39,

Primary Notes.

Tutroductory. [Show an orange.] Willy loved
oranges dearly, and when one day his mamma told
him about the orange trees in California he asked
if he might not have an orange tree of his own.
Mamma said she thought John would keep it in
the greenhouse for him, and so Willy planted the
seed in a pot of carth, It wasa little seed, but an
orange tree was wrapped up in the brown shell,
and it was not long before Willy saw a pretty
young tree growing, and by and by there will be
yellow oranges hanging from the tree, having seeds
of their own.

Jesus said something about a seed which 1 want
you to think about. He suid, * The seed is the
word of God.” He suid, too, that the kingdom of
God was like a tiny sced which, if planted, would
grow into a great trec. Ie gave the seeds to his
apostles to plant, and the kingdom has been grow-
ing ever sinee. Some day it will be so big that it
will fill the whole carth, and then everybody will
know and love Jesus, But the seed-planting was

| not all given to the apostles to do. All who be-
‘li«s\'c in Jesus, little people as well as big, have

the seed of God's kingdom given them to plant,
and so everybody can help the truth ef God to
spread.

Review. What did we see the light of love shin-
ing upon in our last lesson? Yes, upon hearts,
What was the promise Jesus had given? Where
did the disciples wait for it, and how ¢ It they had
waited lazily, would it have come? When it came,
what did it show them to do? If the light of Je-
sus’s love shines into our hearts, what will it show
us !

[Unless the use of the blackboard is easy to you
it is better to make the work on the board before
class. It can be covered, and parts of the covering
removed ns needed.]

Jesus had been preaching three years. Who had
been with him as he went about 7 Yes, the apos-
tles. But they did not understand all the wonder
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ful lessons Jesus taught: them.  One day Jesus | ment for English Readers (Alford); Christ Our
said these words to them—dJohn 14. 26, Jesus had | King (Pennock).

given them the seed, Luke & 115 and now the
Spirit had come to bring the meaning to their
minds, and they were all ready to sow the seed.

ATTENTION STORY.
In our lesson to-day Peter continues to explain to
A - the people how God is always fuithful to keep his
[Uncover the hand dropping seed.] There was a promises, He speaks of David, of whom we studied
very noisy crowd in the street, some talking and tllrmg the Iusllquurlvr, and tells them that David
; , Pt g g sp=ss | | knew God had promised that the people would
some !"UHh””-" but ""'"“ \\x,n ‘.“ carnest to know have Jesus to help them be good.  One llxllll;! prom-
what it all mennt. Then Peter began to preach. | jse was, that Jesus some duy would be King, and
Hle was not afraid now, Do you remember a time | the people would not do naughty things any more.
when he was afraid? What made the difference [;I"”" ll'“"l'l" ;"I“’l h“"”i'll ”’? had been naughty
& i . Nt s . themselves, and felt badly. They said,* Men and

' ) as shir s heart, 3 9 - .
now .l hf I‘Flf' of "”‘.l i .h]’ lfll).’ m.h; h‘,m brethren, what shall we do?? I‘n-h-rmld: * Be good,
and this light is ‘_|I(= light of love which shines | ynd do what God wants you to do, then the Holy
away fear and selfishness, and makes us want to | Spirit will guide youand help you.” Then he said
bring the light to somebody who is in darkness, "‘".rl(;'il‘l“" 'I‘(‘ix,l“lc‘l”‘ repeat it. It is very beau-
St aenis oF Sho IHNYE rds Peter spoke, g tiful that God is so deeply interested in children
{Tell some of the brave wor otor spoke, and | g speaks about them so very often in the Bible,
His promises of good things are made to them just

<low how some of the people showed their sorrow

for having erucified the Son of God. Uncover the | ax to the older people. Let us read the lesson for
sprout and print “§eed Grows.” Tell that three | to day. [Read "Acts 2. 82-47.)

thot=and were converted that day, und show how Explain unusual words.

the sced grew in their hearts like the stalks of corn

beat ing thousands of grains, all coming from single OUTLINE.

i Sunday. Attention Story, Golden Text, and
soter said something in his sermon that day Bible lesson.

which all children ought to know. [Read verse 30, ] Monday. Tulk to the children about Jesus being

This is our beautiful Golden Text, and it shows us | King, and that he said Ile has “all power in
that the children may have the Holy Spirit too. | heaven and earth,” Explain how Jesus sends the
They may have the seed to sow as well us Peter | Holy Spirittous. Verse 33,

:m“lliw others, They cunnot go and preach ser-
mons to great crowds, but they ean sow the seed
wherever they are, at work or at play, and God
will muke it grow. What is the seed ¢ Yes, it is
the word of God, and x0 we must vet the word in
our hearts and show it in our lives, [Close with
short prayer for the light of the Spirit to shine now
into little hearts. |

Tuesday. 'Tell the children about the people
continuing to do the things God told them to do,
and the way they helped others. There were some
poor people who did not have bread, und those who
had some gave to those who had not. Verse 42.
Wednesday. Talk of prayer, the Lord’s Prayer,
und the prayers of the scason, and teach that they
may pray. God will Liear the prayers of the little
children.

Thursday. The people cnjoyed going to the
temple together to pray. Itis a beautiful thing
for familics to go to church together and sit to-
gether, 1f one family is faithful in doing this it
will be a good example to others to do the same.
Verse 44,

Friday. Praiseis a duty as well as prayer. How
beautiful are the doxologies, Praise makes us glad,
and when we show our gladness it makes other
people glad also,

Narere Work, It is said that children enjoy
winter more than summer. Let the children tell
us why they find this cold season so full of pleas-
ure. They may have a Jack Frost lesson, and tell
Kindergarten Hints. by their observation what they have seen that
shows the changing season.  Since the leaves began
to turn, and the horse chestnut burrs were opened
| by the frost, what else have they seen?

Gornex Texr. “The promise is unto you and |
to your children.” Acts 2. 39,

KinperearteN Deparmaent, Children in the
Church, |

Arr Work. Show a winter landscape of a
moonlight scene. Have the children notice the
Ams 10 TnE KinpEreartyer.  Holy Bible, Acts ' light behind the branches of the trees and shining
9, 32-475 Chwrch in the Home (Arnot); New Testa- | through them. The picture of the church door and
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window in Froebel’s Mother Play may be studied l‘
and talked ubout. \
Haxp Work. The kindergarten children n\:\y"
make pictures of the temple from dictation with
their gifts of blocks and sticks, and they may draw
pictures of our temples or a picture of the chureh to |
which they go with their parents.

The Transtrion CLASS. The children may pen-
¢il or color the card which goes with this lesson.
This Holy Bible has many promises for them, and
stories which they may read. |

ScrENCE AT HOME WiTHH THE Morngr. Tulk of |
the interest which Jesus showed in families, and |
also the loving interest which our Father had in @ |
and their home when trouble and many |
These stories may be |
In the fourteenth
aind

family
waters covered the earth.
found in Genesis, sixth chapter.
verse he tells what the house should be made of ¢
it from water and make it safe and

» fifleen he tells the father how
1 broad it shall be, and in the next
he door, which
nd light in our
\th verse God

how to protect
warm. In
high and low &
verse he speaks of the window and t

ve

shows that he would have good air
In the first verse of the sever
says, ¢ Come into this house " (ark), which teaches
us that his presence would be with families, and he
" 1o us all, and will live with us in
our homes. In the second chapter of John we read
of the loving care which Jesus showed

houses.

says, ‘¢ Come

o fumily.

e ————————

LESSON 1V. (January 24.) |

THE LAME MAN HEALED. Acts 3. 1-16. |

through faith in his
Acts 3. 16,

GoLveN TEXT: His name,

name, hath made this man strong.

Primary Notes.

Introductory. Fred and George went one day
with their father and mother to visit o Shaker
settlement. It very interesting to see the |
people in their strange dress, and to hear their un- |
worldly talk; but the strangest of all was to see
how they lived, like one great family.

The first believers in Jesus did not live like the
Shakers, but they loved each other s0 much that
they were like great family. 1f & man owned
houses and lands, he sold them and gave to the
Every day they were in
the temple praising God, and they lived such
good, true lives that all the people trust «l them,
and many went and joined them, and so the church
grew larger every day. There wereso many hands
now to gow the seed that new trees of righteousness

was

poor as they had need.

sprang up every day.

Jesus told the apostles before he went away some
things the Spirit would bring to them. One of
these was * power.” This meant that they would
be uble to do things they could not do before. |
What else did the Spirit bring to their hearts?

SUNDAY SCHO OL

‘ cover the gate.]

| often spoken on the
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Light and love. What a wonderful gift was this!
They had light to sce work that needed to be
done, love to muke them want to do ity and power
to do new and strange things.

One afternoon about three o'clock Peter and
going to the temple to pray-. It was the
when the lamb was offered on the
altar. They eame to the brass gate of the temple
called * Beautiful,”’ near Solomon’s Porch, |Un-
Iere they saw a poor beggar 1y-
ing, who had never walked, though he was forty
He could not work for his living, and

for there were no hospitals and
duys for such unfortunate people.
When the beggur saw Peter and John he asked
them to give him some money. e did not know
that they had something better than money to
give. What was it? [Uncover the hand.] Peter
suid, * Look on us.” Then Peter t 1d him that he
but he said that such as he had to
give to him. Peter stretched out
rand lifted him up, and told
him to walk. The walk was given at
lame man, and he began to walk and
as he hurried into the temple
Ile had become one of

John were
hour of prayer,

years old.
so had to beg,
homes in those

had no money,
give he would
liis hand to the be,
}.u\ur to
onee to the
leap und praise God
with Peter and John.
God's trees now.
Do you know
walk right away
he took the gift.

why the lame man was able to
I will tell you.
It was the gift of God, offered to
him by Peter; but if he had not put out his hund
to take it, he could not have had it. When a @it
of God is offered must reach out and take
poor mun did, [Print.]
s trumpet for? [Uncover trumpets.] It
ymething loudly. Words ure
field of battle or on & war ship
through a trumpet. The man who was healed had
good news to tell, and he was veady to tell it Aud
then when the people came in a crowd to Solonion's
Porel: to hear about it, Peter was ready again to be
a winess and to sound forth the praise of Jesus,

It was because

us, We
it as this
What i

is to muke known &

through
whole.

whese power this man had been made
When Jesus comes to cure some naughty
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 be habit or temper in us, shall we not tell it out? We

wer ghall not need a trumpet, but we ought to use the

voices God has given us.
1 )
\“ll;:‘, Kindergarten Hints.
the KiNDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. The Lame Man

nple Healed. Aets 8. 1-16.

[Un- Gorpexy Texr. * lis name, through faith in
rly- his name, huth made this man strong.”” Acts 3. 16,

forty Aips 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible; Peter
, und the Apostle (Taylor), chapter 133 Missions and
| ""l“l Sejence (Lowric); *The Ministry of Iealing”
ople. .

(Gordon).

asked i ATTENTION STORY.

know We know who Peter was, and now we have
ey to another good man to learn ubout. His name is

Peter John, 1leis not that John who preached in the
hat he Wilderness.  What was his full name ! John the
e Juptist; that is right. This was unother John.
had to Peter and he were going up to the temple, or church,
ed out one day, when at the door they tound a poor, sick,
d told lame inan. e was sitting there expeeting that
ven at people would give him money and things, for he
1k xli could not work, Peter and “John did not have

K Al

money, but they had son

hing better for the poor
man. They told 1

Jim that God could make him
well and strong.  They could not dothis for him,
but God could, The poor mun believed what they
said and let God heal him. 1L w glad he was that
these good men had told him, for he jumped right
up, and went into the temple all well and thanked

temple
one of

able to
beeause

fered to God. When God helps us we oug’t to thank him,
is hund just as we thank people when they do anything for
n a gif us. David thunked God very often. Do you thank

God for giving your family health ¢ The people were
all very much surprised to see the lume mun walk-
ing just as straight and strong as any of them, and
they did not know what to do. Let us read about
it.  [Read lesson.]

Explain unusual words.
OUTLIN

Sunday. Attention Story,
Golden Text.

nd take

ets.] It
ords ure
war ship
saled had
it, And

olonion's

Jible lesson, and

zain to he

Monday., Weall ought to love the chureh, and
of Jesus, s

g0 to the serviees of the church. It is a beautiful
thing for the whole family to worship together in
God's house,

Tuesday. TPeople who are poor and sick and
Jame may be sure to find help at the church, and as
this helpless man was placed near the chureh so
that the good people might see him and help him,
so the help thut the unfortunate need is very soon
to be found at the church or to be given by people
who go to church.

Wednesday. How ready Peter and John were to
help this man. Good people ought always to be
helpful.  We help oursclves by helping others. It
is very selfish and wrong not to be willing to doa
kindness to another. It is said of Jesus that he
went about doing good, and we ought to follow his
example,

! ade " ¢
DReT. T Thursday. Doing good to others ought to be

surprised that we do good, but rather when we do
not do good.

Friday. Did you ever see anyone who was very
happy? Children are very, very happy some-
times, so that they canunderstand how this man
folt. 1lis weak legs became so strong that he
could run and jump., He kunew no one but God
could do this for him, therefore he went right to
God’s house and thanked God for his health and
strength.

Narvre Work. Talk of winter sports which
are healthful, and play winter games in illustration
of these, What can boys and girls do with the
fect in exercise. Play walking, hopping, skipping,
jumping, games, and march § connect nature stories
of outdoor life with these games, Teachers who
have not a_kindergarten would enjoy having the
children together on a weck-day afternoon for
Nauture Work and plays.

Art Worg. Show the picture called the * Beauti-
ful Gate of the Temple,” by Raphael. It is one of
| his famous cartoons. Have the children distinguish
objeets and talk about them,

Haxp Work. The little children may make
gates with columns with their sixth gift, and talk
about what belongs to a temple or church. The
bell may be outlined, and drawings made to imitate
chureh windows. The different bell and clock
games may be played.

The Transimion Crass may write out the story
of the lesson on their card for to-duy and hand it
to the teacher on a half sheet of paper, and they
may outline or sew the picture of the dove upon
the card. Doves fly mto church towers and live
there

SCIENCE

|

|

ar Home wrte Moruer. Iow glad
must have been the parents and friends of the lame
man when they found that he could wulk aguin!
When anyone in our homes is made well and strong,
how glad we are.  We know how the lame man’s
friends felt. The good Peter and John were helpful
and loving.

'\
\

LESSON V. (January 31.)
THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN.
Acts 4. 1-14.
Gowpex Text. * There is none other name under

heaven given among men whereby we must be
saved.”  Acts 4. 12

‘:‘

Primary Notes.
Introductory. Sing, or have some child recite:

“Phere is no name so sweet on earth,

No name so sweet in heaven,
The name before his wondrous birth

To Christ, the Saviour, given.

Chorus. We love to sing around our King,
And hail him blessed Jesus ;

me naughty

such a nutural thing that the people should not be

For there's no word ear ever heard,
So dear, so sweet, as Jesus.”




v

What did we leave Peter doing inour last lesson

He preached his first sernon in the street on llw’

day of Pentecost. Now he was preaching in Solo-
mon’s Court of the temple. W lio ean tell why he
preached this sermon ¢ What do you think Peter
would preach about? Yes, Jesus, and the power
of his great name. What had the Jews done to
Jesus? Did they like to be told of it? Some of
them were sorry, and they were ¢lad to hear that
they might be forgiven if they would rn-p«vntol'lhcir
gin. But many more did not care for their sin,and
were angry at Peter and John for telling the truth
about them., But that did not hinder a good many
from believing in Jesus, and now the little seed had

grown into five thousand living trees ! How many
believed on the day of Pentecost Three thousand,
and now two thousand more saw the miracle done
for the lame man, and believed.

[Show the lamp, and ask children if this kind
of lamp ever goes out.] The priests and rulers
thought they would try to put it out, and so they
arrested Peter und John and put them behind a—
[show prison door]. Had they done any wrong!
No, but the priests did not want them to say th
Jesus had risen from the dead. They thought if
they put the light which shone in their hearts intoa
durk place no one could see it shine, But they did
not know what kind of a light this was, nor what
courage and strength it could put into a heart.
Once a little boy had this same light in his heart,

SUNDAY SCHOOL Bl NNER.
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other nume " —[have elass finixh repeating Golilen
Text]. Close by singing, ** Never be afraid to speak
for Jesus,” from Songs for Little Folks, page 50,

NONE
OTHER NAME

)pen

UAN BTCGKO";QHJG;
Cean se QQQ

Kindergarten Hints.

KixpErearTesy Departaest.—Two Brave Men.
Acts 4. 4-10, first clause.

Gorpex Texr. “His name was called Jesus.'
Luke 2. 21.

Aws 1o the Kixperoartser.  Holy Fible,
Luke 23 Leonard and Gertrude (Pestalozzi) 3 The
God-Man (Townsend) ; The Christ of 1o-Day (Gor-
don).

'

ATTENTION STORY.
Peter and John were two of the men who tried

and when some bad boys tried to make him tell a s Ly B '
3 . . to help people alwuys and everywhere. When
lie to suve them from punishment he would not do | they suw these who were not glad to be good, but

it, and he let them drown him sooner than do so | who chose the naug

wicked a thing. He had courage, because Christ’s
light was in his heart.

hty ways, these two men told
them that they could be good if they tried, and
that there was some one ready to helpthem, There
was just one name, too, that would give them joy

The next morning Peter and John were brought | when they remembered it, and this was the name

before the Jewish council. The man who had been

of Jesus. This was the sweetest name in all the
world then, us it is now, and it gave strength to all

cured cume and stood by them, and all the Jjudges .
et s tlit Were not Peter mid Jol fraid who were weuk and naughty, and made sorrowful
Ll s i SPO/H0L TUVRT WA N5 i afraid | peaple glad. You remember we talked of those
when they stood before the same men who con-| men in the upper room getting ready to go und tell

demned Jesus? No, for the arm of God was round | the people of

Il nations what they had heafd anil
seen, and these two brave men talked so much

them ! [Print ** None other name " in large letters.] : : t

>, : » about it all that some of the people did not want
Peter and John had to tell the truth when thejudges | 1o hear them. They tried to have them stop tell-
asked how they had cured the man, So they said | ing the story, but very muny of the pvn’nlc who

that it was Jesus, the same Jesus whom they had

heard it believed it. Some of the ministers friends
and many others at Jerusalem were 80 surprised

crucified, but whom God had raised from the dead. .
: ad. | bout it that they all asked them by what power

This great name opened the prison door for Peter

and John and broke the chains which bound them.

What more can it do? It can make hearts stained

with sin all clean again.

If you do not love Jesus you are in the prison
house of sin, and need to have the door opened for
you. If you do not love and serve Jesus you are
bound by chuins, and need to have them broken.

If you do not love Jesus your heart is not clean
and needs to be made white, There is

The judges did not dare punish them, for so many
Pooy
they told them not to speak ary more in the name
of Jesus, and let them go.

they had helped the Jame man and’ other people.

Jle were praising God for this great work; 50 [ The two brave men said it was all through one

» | name, the only name that was powerful, Let us
read about it.  [Read Acts 4. 4-10, first clause. |

Explain unusaal words: “ Howbeit,” ** seribes,”
“kindred.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golden
Text, and conversation about the story.

Monday. Talk of the interest all the people had
in this work of helping others. Wherever people
live they are interested to know whether others are
well or ill, nanghty or good.

None Tuesdry. The two brave men were obeying the




en
uk

len.

"
1=,

ried
"hen
 but
told
and
here
 joy
e
| the
o all
wiul
those
1 tell
| anil
nuch
want
 tell-
who
iends
rised
ower
ople.
h one
et us

.II)CFY"

jolden

le had
people
TS are

ng the
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words of Jesus in the Golden Rule. They remem-
bered his words, and they were trying to help peo-
ple every day because he had shown them the
way.

Wednesday. Those people asked how it could
be that the two brave men were so strong, and
where did they get power to be so helpful and
good ! They wanted to know all about the brave
men.

L hursday. Peter spoke to them and said that he
would like them all, the men in the church and in
the city, to know that it was by the name of Jesus
who onee lived in Nazareth that they were strong
to be good, and to do good.

Friday. The nume of Jesus is the one which we
know, and he is the one whom we love. It is be-
cause we trust him and believe him that we can be
helpful to others, and we may be strong to obey
the Golden Rule und do to other people just as we
would like them to do to us,

Narere Wonrk.  Study Nuzareth and talk of its
geogruphy, truits, climate, and all the nature points
vou can find in Bible geography to make instruc-
tive to the ehildren.

Arr Work. Show a picture of the Last Supper,
and designute which ones ure supposed to be Peter
and John,

Haxp Worz, Review the work of the last two
lessons.

The Traxsition CLass may write upon the lesson
card for to-day.

Science At Home witit Morner,  Talk of the in-
stances when the Golden Rule may be practiced in
the fumily, and the results when it has been prac-
ticed.

—_—

Whisper Songs for January.

FIRST LESSON.
0O who would not go
‘I'o the home above?
'Tis Love lights the way
To the lund of love.

SECOND LESSON,
Come, dear little ehild,
The Spirit xo true

Is waiting to help
And to comfort you.

TIIRD LESSON,
Jesus, [ will serve thee
In all that 1 do,
And so help another
To follow thee, too.

FOURTH LESSON,
Lord, we usk not
For silver or gold;
We ask thee to show us
The wuy to thy fold,

FIFTH LESSON.
The power of thy name,
0O Jesus, we own,
And gladly will try
Thy love to make known,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter.
Singing. The Doxology.
Teacher. This is the day which the Lord hatls
made.
Class. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Teacher. Enter into his gates with thanks-
giving,
Class, And into his courts with praise,
Recitation or Singing. Tune, *‘ Jesus Loves
Even Me.”
“T am so glad that there's one day in seven
Made for the weary to think about heaven,
Made for.the chiidren to rest from their play,
So I must keep it, 'tis God's holy day.”
Teacher, The Lord is nigh unto all that call
upon him,
Class. Unto all that call upon him in truth.
All. * Before my words of prayer are said,
1 close my eyes and bow my head;
I'll try to think to whom I pray,
And try to mean the words I say.”

[Prayer by teacher, all joining in the Lord's
Prayer.]
Tue First PsaLy.
Singing. (Hymn appropriate to the lesson.)
Tue Two Commanoments. (7o be tanght.)
“This is the first and great command,
To love thy God above;
And this the second : As thyself

Thy neighbor thou shalt love.

“Who is thy neighbor ? He who needs

The help that thou canst give;

And both the law and prophets say,

This do and thou shalt live.”
Birtupay OFFERING.

OFFERING MARCH AND PRAYER.
“Bless, 0 Lord, the offerings.
Which thy children lay
At thy feet rejoicing
On this holy day.”
Tre SuppLEMENTAL LESSON,
Moriox EXERCISE OR SONG.
Tur Lessox Tavenr,
Ecno PRAYER.
Singing.
Recitation.,
“Good-bye, dear friends and teachers,
May God, our Father, keep
His loving watch between us,

Through all the coming week.”
Teacher. The Lord is the strength of my life;
Class. Of whom shall I be afraid ¥
Teacher. Surely goodness and mercy shall fol-

low me,
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Typical Teachers.

BY MRS, M. L. E. MANNING.

Tuey teach in the Sunday-school. One is
barren, the otheris not—and why ? A glimpse
into their daily lives may tell us.

One fritters away the remnant of the Sab-

bath afternoon, hurries off to young people’s
meeting and evening gervice, Monday morn-
ing calls her to school, to the office, or to the
washtub. Tuesday she is equally busy. During
prayer-meeting on Wednesday evening she may
think of her class, butitisa very serene thought,
undisturbed by any idea that she is not doing
her whole duty by them. All these days she
¢ gays her prayers » morning and evening, but
forgets to mention those boys to the heavenly
Father, who is so anxious about them. Pre-
sently Friday comes, and she saye, *‘ Dear me,
the week is almost gone, and I haven’t looked
at my lesson for mext Sunday !” She does
manage to ook at it ” for a few minutes on
Saturday or on Sunday morning. Hurriedly
she reads it, the questions underneath, the
Golden Text. «“Q, it isn't hard. T'll get
through it all right.” Thus she goes before
her class mot so well prepared, perhaps, as
some of them.

Need we dwell on the kind of lesson that
follows? Is there any interest? Don’t those
pupils look around to see what some other
class is doing, or who is coming in at the door?
Does't that teacher struggle to keep from
yawning, and doesn't she wonder what is the
matter with that superintendent? Why doesn't
he ring that bell? She has not had o much
spare time on her hands all the week as she
has during that Sunday-school hour.

Is there any joy in such service? O, no!
She frankly tells her friends that she would
give up her class ; but then she belongs to the
church, and teachers are SO scarce, and she
feels she ought to do what little she can.
However, ‘ by their fruits ye shall know
them.” And what are the fruits? Do these
children in their cool, clear-headed childhood
reach out a hand and say, “Iwill be on the
Lord’s side?” O, no, not for such teaching as
this.
and sin. It may be that God uses some other
instrument, and, after fearful anguish of soul,
they come to the foot of the cross. Perhaps
they never come. This teacher may have been
the only tool by the roadside of their lives, but
that one instrument Wwas not ready and G
could not use it.

But there is, praise God, the other teacher—
the one whose frepnution does not consume &
few brief, hurri ed,divided moments, but whose

They go on and on through years of ife |'

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

pares herself —prepares not only the mind and
memory, but also the hesurt and soul an

spirit. When she gets on her bended knees
ghe reminds her Lord, in the midst of all
whom he is saving and all whom he will save,
not to forget those whom he has especially
committed to her.

On Sunday afternoons she reads the lesson
through, not from the ** Quarterly,” but from
the Bible, where she may read the context.
She reads the whole chapter in which the lesson
is found, and, perhaps, the one preceding and
the one that follows. These often throw much
light on the lesson itself and help to a better
understanding of it. She ponders the lesson
that she herself may profit by its teachings. She
makes it & part of her daily Bible reading. In
the latter half of the week she studies it with
the aid of the ‘‘ lesson helps,” and decides just
which line of thought is most suited to the
class she has in hand.

Sunday morning she goes before her class
overflowing with good things. Her pupile
know what to expect, and are eager for their
lesson, They ask more questions than she ever
thonght of. They are 80 interested they
hardiy notice the librarian when he comes
round, and, suddenly, " Wh{’. there’s the
nuperint.endnnt'u bell ! y it isn’t poe-
gible! We haven't nearly finished the lesson,
and it's such & lovely one, too'!” Then she
endeavours, with God's help, to bring home to
their hearts whatever truth from the lesson
she thinks will carry them farthest on their
heavenward way.

Is there fruit? [s there a harvest time for
such a labourer? Yes, verily ; and she does not
wait till eternity begins to find it out. Itis
from such classes, 80 taught, that the ranks of
the Church are recruited. 1s there joy in such
service? Yes, truly—joy akin to that in
heaven among the angels ‘‘ over one sinner
that repenteth 1" —Sunday-school Journal.

—

Ten “ Wills” for the Teacher.

1. WiLL be regular in attendance, and punc-
tual at the opening of school.
| 2. Will notify the superintendent in advance
in case of necessary absence.

3. Will have the lesson well prepared.

4. Will interest the scholars, and preserve
good order.

5. Will find the half-hour given to the study
of the lesson too short.

6. Will urge the scholars to use lesson helps
at home in study, and to bring their Bibles for
class use.

7. Will visit scholars at their homes, espe:
cially when absent.

8, Will seek the scholars’ convert .D.

9. Will always be loyal to the best interests
of the school.

preparation goes on daily and hourly ; who
does not prepare the lesson merely, but pre-

10. Will attend teachers’ meetings.
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THE SUEZ CANAL.

Hlustrating articles on ** Following
the Flag—Our New Way

% Around the World.”

ﬂbetl:cbist fdagazine and ﬁeview

ENLARGED SIZE. || 1897. |  NEW SERIES.
VOLS. XLV. AND XLVL WITH 800 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months.
« Guardian,” or * Wesleyan" and MAGAZINE together, 82,75,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., Editor.

« The Canadian Church is to be heartily congratulated on its Magazine."—London Quarterly.
“ 1t should be in every Methodist home."—Kingston Whig.

« Abreast of the most popular literary magazines, The articles are by scholarly men and

good writers.” —St. Louis Methodist.

Tllustrating ** The Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee."
REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.
_ #@ Special Terms to Schools.—Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive. Send for Special Rates.

SUPPLEMENT. PLEASE CIRCULATE. Specimens Free on Application,




Chatacter Studfes and Shetcbes.

WITH MANY ILLUSTRATIONS.

Princess Alice of England. M. M.

Kenzie. Rev., W. H. ApAnS.

ABEL STEVENS,

vaux. Rev. PRoF. WALLACE.

Iluastrating ** The Arthur Blackwood. EDITOR.

its Memories.”

The Ladies of Port Royal. Epitor.
Thoosophy and Christian Science.
Marie Stuart—A Vindication.

/ Oberlin and Neff—Swiss Pastors.
Q Hrticles. John Gossner and His Work.

World.
Cabot’s Discovery of Canada.
New Zealand-the Scotland of the Antipodes.
Making the Empire—Around the World With the
Union Jack.
With Garibaldi’'s Redshirts.
{4 The Unspeakable Turk.
| The Storm-centre of Europe.

4 i

| } The Historic Battle-ground of Europe.
v { The Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee.

” Canadian Caricature Art.

In the Black Belt.
il Nor'ard of the Dogger. Rev.J. G. ANGWIN.
! Life in a Swiss Canton.
The Land of the Sky.
The Appian Way and its Memories.
Glaciers, their Formation and Action.
Rural England.
The Italian Lakes.
Through Bulgaria. EpiToR.
Life in a Lighthouse. Rev. W.T.D. DUNN,
The Land of the White Elephant.
The Life and Times of Emperor William 1L of
| Germany.
The Crusade of the Children.
) Across Siberia.

The Story of the Atlantic Cable. Miss HeLoise
Duruis,

The Queen’s Long Reign. S EDWIN ARNOLD,
Arminius and Arminianism. Dx. D. D. WHEDON,
- The Poacher Turned Preacher. Rev. R. CADE.

A Yankee on the Bosphorus. EbiToR.

The Slave and His Champions. Rsv. DR, LAMBLY.
«One and All,” A Cornish Sketch. REv. DR, Pas
An Apostle of the Common People, Peter Mc-

Mary Summerville, Woman and Scientist.

Count Zinzendorf, the Friend of Wesley.

John Wesley—An Appreciation. DEAN FARRAR.
The White Fields of France. Rev. T. J. PARR, B.A
A Medimval Saint and Sage, Bernard of Clair-

Religion in High Places. The Life and Work of Sir

Appian Way and
The Bach Family—A Musical Study.

8 FIusStrated A wLife of Faith; or, George Muller, of Bristol.

Following the Flag—Our New Way Around the Prof. Maria Mitchell. Miss ANNIE TAYLOR.
Britain’s Oldest Colony. GEORGE 8. MiLLiGAN, LL.D,

Icelanders in Manitoba. Miss Cora HiIND.

Ilustrating ** In the Black Beit."




B.A
lair-

of Sir

tol.

LL.D.

serfal and Short Stories.

The Mills of God. A Methodist Serial Story.

The Boer's Daughter. A Tale of Majuba Hill. lllus-t i

trated.
Philip Strong. A Serial Story.
My Three Months in Gaol. W.T.StrAp.
Some Tyne Folk. Dr. Josern PARKER.
Across the Continent on Foot. Joux Jessor.
The Gold Boom in Cariboo. REv. A. BrowxiNG.
The Log of a Sky-Pilot. Marv 8. Haxcock.
The Miseries of a Palace. Miss N. Kerg,
some Sailor Yarns. Rev.J. G. ANGWIN.
Life in a Convent.
The Cow-Boy Preacher, REev. Dk, MacLEAN.
The Legend of the Holy Bones. AxTioxy Hore.
The Story of Petrarch and Laura.
Her Trial Sermon—A Lancashire Idyl.

VWA

Popular Science Papers.

Light, a Branch of Electricity. Pror.C. H. Cuaxr,

Britain's Role in Science. Pror. WiLLyorr.

Notes on Astronomieni lesearch. Tios. LiNpsay.

Lord Kelvin and His Scientific Work.

Recent Scientific Progress. Prixcs KRrororkix,
The Reign of King Trolley.

Wonders of the Heaven. M. FLAMARION,

The Unseen Universe.

The Curiosities of the Microphone. Miss N, Brock.
The Early Ages of the Human Race.

The Story of the Rallway.

Tllustrating ** Through Bulgaria.”

Tlustrating * The Italian - =

Lakes.”

SAAAA

Soctfal
and Religious ..
Topics.

The Bible Known to the Barly Christians. Rzv.
PRINCIPAL SHAW,

lome Oun-ent Tendencies in Theology. R=v, Dr.

AWX!M Ohrllﬁll.nlty Rev. W. H. Hixcks, LL.B.

Life and Character in Early Ohi'stian Centuries.

The Outlook of Prohibition in Canada. F.Srmxcs.

Through Prison Bars. Rev. Dr. LATHERN,

The Politics of God. Rev. C. H. Huests, M.A.

The Bible in the School; and, Industrial Train-
ing in the School. J. L. Huaues.

Evolution and Christian Faith. J. Acar Brer, B.D.

Manners and Morals of the Eighteenth Century.
W. BASKERVILLE, Pu.D.

The Church and Social Problems. DeaN FARRAR.
Archaology and Criticism. Prov. A. 8. Savee.
Prison Gate Work, Miss C. SANDERSON,

The Turkish Janissaries. Rev.H, MacMiLuay, LL.D,
Deaconess Work in Canada. Miss Scorr.

The Sunday School and the Church. Rev, A. Lucas.

haaanl

Missionary Sketches.
MANY OF THEX FULLY ILLUSTRATED.

Our French Work. Rev.T. G. WiLLiams, D,D.

Indian Missions in British Columbia. Rev.J. GREEN.

Industrial Schools a Factor in the Solution of
the Indian Problem. REev. Jony SEMMENS.

City Mission Work in Canada. Rev. H. H. Fisu.

Vikings of the North—Medical Missions in La-
brador. DR. GRENFELL.

8t. :’:ul, the Prince of Missionaries. Rev.J. Gin.
RT, M.

The Congo for Christ. Rev. J. S, WiLuiamsox, D.D.
Our Chinese Missions. Dr. V. Harr.
A Lone Woman in Africa. Miss MAy TWERDIE.
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Hllustrating “ !
England?

CLUBBING RATES.

These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price

paid for Tuk METHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW,

Reqular  Club
Price.  Rate,
gi00 8350

Huustrating ** Rural England.” Harper's Monthly Magazine ......
—r— Century Magazine...........o+ aki A8 4 00 350 BN
/ \\ Atlantic Monthly ... FRUET NS " abiisae - . 400 3 50 ﬁ‘
v Seribner's Magazine oo aneass . phsrrs Gersdene L 260 (o
/ St. Nicholag..ocvvoevsanss e RAAE RN e 8300 250 o
A AN NN
24 Send for Special Terms to Schools. X

In ordering give Name and Post Office carefully. |

A large and interesting Premium List of Books has also been arranged, from 3

which subscribers may select. @

SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST. 3

N 1

Register Letter and send to
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
WESLEY BUILDINGS, TORONTO, ONT.

C. W. CoaTES, MONTREAL; OR, 8. F. Huestis, HALIFAX.

In addition to the programme announced important contriputions are
expected by Revs. DR. CARMAN, CHANCBLLOR BurwAsH, PROF. BADGLEY,
Dr. BuLACksTOCK, DR. Rose, PRINCIPAL SparLING, DR, V. HarT, DOUGLAS B.
Heumeos, and other able writers,

The departments of WORLD'S PROGRESS, CURRENT THOUGHT, RECENT SCIENCE,
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE and Book

Reviews will be kept up-to-date.

gwiss ViLLAoe, — Jlustrating “ Life in a Swiss Canton.” — Swiss Rami Hovsr,
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ADVERTISEMENTS

“Two Books of Thrilling Inierest
i to Canadian Boys.

Mr. McDougall's narratives of Life and Adventure
in the Canadian North-West.

Splendidly Illustrated by J. E. LAUGHLIN,

“There are many graphic descriptions of scenes in that vast
fertile region in those early days when travelling was difficult and
dangerous, but niost fascinating to a youth of John McDhougall's
temperament and training. He lives those stirring times over again
in his lively narrative, and relates his personal experiences with all
the glow and vividness of an ardent, youthful hunter.”- Canadian
Baptist,

“1 have read no book better fitted to inspire our Canadian hoys
with a healthy interest in their own undiscovered country ; nor any
more calculated to put into our growing youth the strong, sturdy,
self-reliant spirit of a real manhood, an heroic, muscular Christianity.”
—Canadian Home Journal.

FOREST, LAKE AND PRAIRIE.

Twenty Years of Frontier Life in Western
Canada, 1842-62.

With 27 full-page illustrations.
PRICE, - - 8$..00

SADDLE, SLED AND SNOWSHOE

Pioneering on the Saskatchewan in the Early
Sixties. . . .

With 16 full-page illustrations.
PRICE, - - 8100

THE CABOT CALENDAR sara mickieae

Of Canadian History MARY AGNES FITZGIBBON
TWELVE cALE“DAH pAuEs ten inches by seven inches in size, with an event from Canadian
y  history for every day of the year, with numerous portraits.
Also full-page lithograph portraits of Champlain, Frontenac, Wolfe and Brock.

PRICE, 50 CENTS.

We should be glad: if in every school and every home in Canada could be placed a copy of this
beautiful Calendar which Principal Parkin declares “a credit to Canadian art, a study in Canadian
history, and a stimulus to Canadian patriotism,”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, =
C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. K. nvn{'gs.n onm.fl:.?' oY,

WE PAY POSTAGE
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Book Mark S. S.

Lesson List Lesson Helps

—= 1897 897

The Lesson List embodies in the unique \lunstra.tive Notes

. A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons,
and convenient form of a Book Mark, the with Original and Selected Comments, Mpl;mdu of

.essons (Golden Texts and Memory Teaching, Ilustrative Stories, etc., etc. By JEssE
’ . oA, T . LymaN Huguser and ROBERT REMINGTON DOHERTY.
Verses of the International Series, prmcvd Price $1.26.

neatly on coloured paper of superior Peloubet's Select Notes

qun.lity. It is furnished in three dif- Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, Doc-
g les : trinal and Practical. With Illustrations, Maps, Pic-
ferent styles : tures, ete., ete. ce $1.25

ch or School, Monday Club Sermons
A Series of Sermons on the Sundny-w:i)ol Lessons for

No. 1.—With name of Chur

and List of Services on the last page: 1897, by eminent preachers. Price $1.25.

Norless s - ° ¢ 0 Berean Lesson Books

}% y ‘ . A i 1 % No. 1.—The Beginner's. No. 2.—The Intermediate.
200 L 215 No. 3.—The Senior. Price 20C. each.

250 « R Golden Text Booklets

ggg 300 Sunday-school Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
400 8% with Golden Texts and Bible Facts. Price, post-
500 1] paid, each 3¢, per dos. 86c.

B 4 Berean Leaf Cluster

103 or over, per thousand - 4 80 Piotures, 24x54 m““o‘:m'%:xﬂ‘:;?&}“,‘ﬁ

{llustrating the Lessons.
large letters. Per quarter, §1.25, per year, $5.00.

. 2,—With last blan d No.
N8 e o bl Pletnra Lesson Roll
J

g,—With Bible Acrostic on last page : o ol Ry

Less than 500 - 50 cents per hundred. Sunday-school Lessons. Similar to Leat Cluster, but

500t01000 - - 4 2 o with only four ocolours. Price, postpaid, per
1000 or over - - 40 i i quarter, $1.00, per year, $3.50.

_WE PAY POSTAGE
PRle AN We have this year, beyond doubt, the finest atock
ibrary books that we have ever

D
* of prize and 1
LIBRARY BOOKs shown. New interesting books of our own publi-

cation, and a grand variety of the new books of the great English publishing houses, are at the

choice of the purchaser.
CANADIAN BOOKS FOR CANADIAN CHILDREN

We have recently issued a nice illustrated Catalogue of our own book publications. Send
for a copy of it, and see the number of books especially suitable for the young of our land. The

school should cultivate a patriotic sentiment—and how better than by the medium of distinc-

tively Canadian books ?
Send also for our large SuNDAY-Scio0oL CATALOGUE and later lists of New Books. WE

ARE OFFERING ESPECIALLY LIBERAL DISCOUNTS. Write for full infor-

mation.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,

PAY POSTAGE
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New and Stlrrmg L ’
Canadian Stories |
N g

+BY . 4o

EDWARD WILLIAM THOMSON

, Doc-
, Pic- Author of “ Old Man Savarin.”
Splendidly Illustrated and handsomely bound Iin Embel-
ons for lished Buckram Covers.
ediate. PRICE - - - - $1.25
“The volume before us is called a book for boys ; but we cannot help thinking that it will
.w.: appeal not less to the grown-up boys than to the younger generation. It is full of stirring action,
,
and its prevailing note is one of generosity, shrewdness and manly pluck. One must love the
book for its spirit, and admire it for the fineness of its literary quality.”—St. John Daily Record.
polours,
nted in
r, $5.00. 1
national A d th
ter, but eseee roun e |
d, per i
C i
amp-Fire.....
" qto;k eBY oo
e ever CHARLES G. D. ROBERTS
] p“bl" Author of ** Reube Dare's Shad Boat,” * The Raid from Beausejour,”
e at the “ Earth’s Enigmas,” Ete,, Ete,
Ilustrated by CHARLES COPELAND,
PRICE, $1.25.
,  Send
d. The “The boys will delight in these stories. There is enough excitement and adventure and
- distinc- hairbreadth escapes to satisfy the hungriest imagination. There are panthers and bears and
tigers and cross bulls and Labrador wolves and alligators and many other l;lmxl-lhirs!y creatures,
s, WE and no story is left tame and commonplace. The atmosphere, too, is Canadian. A number of |
all infor- ifull-page illustrations add to the vividness of the various tales,”—The Westminster, |
|
, ONT. ILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, - TORONTO, ONT. I
x, C. W, COATES, Montreal. 8. ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax, i
WE PAY PO "E |
|




verland to (ariboo | (16 D3ys of (ne Ganada
An Eventful Journey to the Gold-Fields
of British Columbia, in 1862. n“mua“u
P ) L

¥ . BY

ADVERTISEMENTS

- - The Story of the Settlement of the Huron
MARGARET McNAUGHTON. Tract, and a View of the Social Life

| ! With portraits and dlustrations. of the Period (1825-50).
L
, PRIGE, $1.00 By
!g A narrative of interest this, describing tersely and | Robina and Kathleen Macfarlane Lizars
! vividly the hardships, privations and perils of the journey
o ¥ ross our North-West plains and through the Rockies of .
¥ a party of 150 Canadian pioneers seeking their fortune ir Wirh INTRODUCTION BY
the Cariboo gold-fields The journey occupied six
months, and the moral heroism and physical endurance Rev. Principal Grant, D.D, LLD.
} displayed refl infinite credit on the country that bred " > sk 02 s 1
'{ such men. The adventures in crossing the Rockies by In one volume, large octavo, 433 pages, Jreely
W the Téte Jaune Pass, and their perilous journey by rafts illustrated and handsomely hound.
turbulent Thompson and Fraser

and canoes down the

’ vivers, in which several of them were wrecked and six - -
of the party lost their lives, as told by the author are of PRIcE’ $2.00
thrilling interest. Much curious information, too, is “To point out all the fine qualities of this exhaustive
wiven of the early days of gold-digging in Cariboo. In | work would be jmpossible. It is at once an epitome of
gold boom ™ of British Columbia, | the times, a history of particular men who gave an
winently a book for the time energetic jmpulse to the rich heart of this province, and
a study of the civilization that awoke in the wilds of
Canada. The book is invaluable as a storehouse of facts.
’ But the very best thing about the book is that it

The warden of the Plains N‘zl?l\\k- Canadians what patient industry can do.”—Th¢
! and Other Stories : Ty
f p THREE BOYS IN THE WILD

By JOHN MACLEAN, M.A., Ph.D. |
Ilustrated by “onT“ LAND
J. B. LAUGHLIN. =
Price, $1.25. REV. EGERTON R. YOUNG

LAvenLuis,

T

view of the present
this little work is pre

-

“In these pages Dr. Maclean has gathered a number of | ith numerous full-page illustrations by J. E.

1 F stories and sketches illustrating the strange life of our

l“ { wreat North-West. The contact between savagery and CLOTH, - - $1.25

i ' civilization on the frontier has dev eloped some remark- i

i f able social conditions, Oxford University men, fierce Just in time for the holiday trade comes -this new
jes of thrilling adventure in our own

ssionaries, Indian braves, and ad- | book, with its stor
venturous spirits from east and west figure in these pages | North-West. Mr. Young's books have reached a sale
# in strong, dramatic sketches, Dr. Maclean has rendered ing 100,000 copies. This new one he declares
('.J a distinet service to Canadian literature by photographing | ** beats them all'” It will have a very handsome design
in this series of pictures a type of Canadian life which is | of cover in gold and colors, and as a gift or prize book

fast passing away.”"—W. H. Withrow, D.D,, F.R.8.C. will be a taking thing this year.

§ desperadoes, zealous mi

i _E,
| The Martyr of the Catacombs,

NEW -
A
(E;IAIINTAI:)):I s Va Ierl a A Tale of Early Christian Life in Rome.

By REV. W. H. WITHROW, D.D.
PRICE, 75 CENTS.

ated by the fact that a fifth edition of three thousand copies has just been printed
4 martyrdom of St. Paul, and the pagan legends and traditions about the great

The success of this book is indic:
be of much interest in connection with the Sunday-school lessons on

It describes the imprisonment and
{ apostle and the first Christians, It will thus
the life of St. Paul for 1897.— Ouward,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. ¥. HUESTIS, Halifax,
WE PAY POSTAGE.
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MABEL GRAY

AND OTHER POEMS

s BY
LYMAN C. SMITH.

sl in extra English cloth, with design and title in
gold.

PRICE, - - $1.00

We venture to say that Canada has never produced
cyeeter songs than are contained in this little volume,
( C " ominent American educationist, declares
that bet allads than some of these have not yet heen
written in all America. If ** Mabel Gray™ does not win
populurity, we will despair of ){t)p\llurll,\ for any of our
poets.  The book is very prettily bound, and makes a
capital gift-book. ‘

|

RHYMES OF THE KINGS AND
QUEENS OF ENGLAND.

By MARY LESLIE.
With 117 illustrations,

Cloth, plain edges, - - $1.00
Half-leather, gilt edges, - 1.50

In casy flowing rhyme is given by the author a history
of the Kings and Queens of England, from the time of
King Alired the Great down to our Gracious Sovereign
Queen Victoria. The in!nrmllion thus pleasantly im-
parted and the numerous illustrations through the bhook
make it a particularly nice-gift book for boys and girls,

IYBJNorthern Lakes

Reminiscences of Life in Ontario
Mission Fields.

By REV. W. W. WALKER,
Author of ** An Itinerant in the British Isles.”

Cloth, illustrated, - $1.00

You may have summered in Muskoka, or perhaps
have a friend who has put in a holiday there, Here,
then, is suggested a little holiday gift that is sure to be
appreciated and read with pleasure. The author gives
us & most interesting narrative of his experiences in these
northern districts. The odd characters met with in the
back settlements, the camp-meetings and revivals, and
the hunters' stories, as well as the hunting exploits of our
preacher, himself an expert deer-slayer, all combine to
make capital reading. It will make a nice prize book for
our schools.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
¢, W. COATES, Montreal.

WE PAY POSTAGE.

Wesley Buildings, -

Epworth
League
Reading Course

We still have a few remaining sets of this
excellent Reading Course, which we send post-
paid to any address for

TWO DOLLARS.

1. Torch-Bearers of Christendom : The
Light they Shed and the Shadows they
Cast. By Robert R. Doherty, D.D.

2. Modern Missions: Their History, Pro-
gress and Prospects.

8 L}ff ?,nd Conduct. By J. Cameron Lees,
LL.D.

4. Barbara Heck: A Tale of Early Meth-
odism. By Rev. W. H. Withrow, D.D.

If your League has not taken up this course
they should move quickly. Nearly 1,000 sets
have already been sold.

Helps ...
Studies ...
Acts

Cambridge Bible Commentary on
Acts. By J. R. Lumby, D.D

$1.35
Smaller Cambridge Bible on Acts.
Byd. R Lamby, DD, ...ovvavvives 35

Studiesin Acts. By Rev.J. Cyndyl-

lan Jones 1.25
Life and Epistles of 8t. Paul. Cony-

beare and Howson 1.25
St. Paul: His Life and Times. By

James Iverach, M.A. (In ‘“ Men of

the Bible ” Series) i .9)
Stalker’s Life of 8t. Paul .60
Harmony of the Life of St. Paul.

By Rev. I. J. Goodwin 1.50
Tl}se Early Days of Christianity.

y Rev. Canon Farrar .75

Stephen : A Soldier of the Cross.
By Florence M. Kingsley N (]

For the S.S. Lessons
of the coming half-year.

TORONTO, ONT.
S. F, HUESTIS, Halifax.




The Blue and the

Both men and women are apt to feel a little
blue, when the gray hairs begin to show. It's
a very natural feeling. In the normal condition
of things gray hairs belong to t.dvanced age.
They have no business whitening the head of
man or woman, who has not begun to go
down the slope of life. As a matter of fact,
the hair turns gray regardless of age, or of
life's seasons ; sometimes it.is whitened by
sickness, but more often from lack of care.
When the hair fades or turns gray there's no
need to resort to hair dyes. The normal color
of the hair is restored and retained by the use of

Ayer’s Hair Vigor.

Ayer's Curebook, ‘‘a story of cures told by the cured.”
J. C. Ayer Co,, Lowell, Mass.

100 pages, free.
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Scoff and Cough. ©

©

The man who scoffs at the friendly advice, Y
A\ to “take something for that cough,” will keep N\
Y) on coughing until he ohanges his mind or
B changes his earthly residence. A gr:at many
scoffers have been converted by the use of
the standard cough remedy of the past half
century,—Ayer's Cherry Pectoral. But some
are scoffing and coughing yet. They wheeze
with asthma, bark with bronchitis or groan
with the grippe. Singular, isn't it, the number
of stubborn people, who persist in gambling,
with health and perhaps life as the stake, when
they might be effectually cured of cough, cold
or lung trouble, by a few doses of

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.

More particulars about Pectoral in Ayer’s Curebook, 100 pages.
Sent free. J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.




