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The Gifts of God.

Be strong : One walks

O tempted hearts that trembling shrink,

npter’s darts to face,
jueror near thee stands-

ts that blindly rope

—&Eph. 5. 14, |
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hearts, whose tired eyes

whose dauntless faith
triumphed o’er the

Love of Children.

ure, then farewell to the ch
really love children love al
troubling and the teasin

washing, the wiping, an

1ot tire with their frettin,
gusted with their care ;
nervous by their crying ;

| about them—the |
that they make, the
worrying, They do
g ; they are not dis. |
they are not made
they take them in

————

| their entirety, It never occurs to them that
| these things are disagreeable ; for, in reality
| the agreeable things, the luvelincsx, the velvet

cheeks, the exquisite mouth with its little

pearls, the perfect eyes, the opening soul, the
| charming inteiligence, the constant sense of the
| creation of a new buman being going on under

their eyes, the rece tivity of love, the thing for
love, all so far overgnllnce aaything that is not
in accord with them, as to put, it entirely out,
of sight and mind, —Augsburg Leacher,

‘ “Biblie Chronology.”

“ BreLe chronology s 5 misnomer, for
| there is no system of chronology specifically
set forth in the Bible, What is commonly
understood to be Bible chronology is, in the
main, Archbiuhop Usher’s calculat ons, which
| have been given a place in the margin of our
| English Biﬁles. The earlier portion of these
caleulations is based on the references to the
ages of the patriarchs in the Hebrew text

but these ages are given differently in the
| Segtungint, or n_ncient Gireek gmslluon of the

| and, again, in the Masoretic Hebrew text from
| which our English Bible is translated. These
differences amount in the aggregate to fourteen
or fifteen centuries, as prior to the time of
Abram’s leavin Haran,” Hence it is agreed
by all scholars zin there cannot be a common
| agreement on this Eoinc while we have no
fuller information than these conflicting re.
cords as to times and dates of events in the
- | early Bible story, The essential thing to have
| in mind is that the Bible gives no clue to the
age of the world, nor, indeed, to specific dates
rior to the call of Abraham,  What light
uture discovery from extra-biblical sources
may throw upon the chronology of the early
chapters of (ienesis, the future can only tel], -
8. 8. Times,
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The Bible in the Schools.

Meth. Book Room,
Halifax, N.8,

We do not refer to the Sunday-schools, Of
course, the Bible will be there, It is their
only text book ; it should be in every scholar's
hand. But we refer to the Bible in our public
schools, It should be there, not merely as a
matter of form, but as a chief element in edu-
cation. It is the noblest classic in any lan-
guage. It embodies the most important his-
tory in the world. No poetry is so sublime.
No stories are so tender, No morals are so
pure and ennobling, Yet boys and girls are
taught the beauties of English literature in our
schools, and the history of Gireece and Rome,
who know little of the literature of the Bible
or the history of God’s chusen people Israel.

Notwithstandizg the many improvemants
which have been made in recent t mes, when
we were at schoo! forty years ago things were
managed better. We ‘used then the Irish
national series of school books, in which v

L]
consecutive account of Biblical history. No
boy or girl could leave school without some
intelligent acquaintance with the records of
the race,

The jealousies of the Roman Catholic Church
and of the handful of infidels and agnostics in

Canada have, to a large extent, suppressed the
daily use of the Rible as a text-book. Where
its reading is retained, it is apt to he a mere
formal perf nctory reading of a few verses in
the morning. A great wrong and injustice is
thus done to the risin eneration. They are
denied their national irthright.  Tyndale
boasted that the time was coming when every
lowboy in England would know more of the
F{lble than the priests, Yet, this precious
heritage is largely a sealed book to a great
ml‘nvy of those who most need it.
© hope that the current agitations and
discussions will lead to the clearer recognition
of this right of the common people to a familiar
acquaintance with the Word of God, not the
teaching of doctrine, but of the history and
morals of the Book of books, Till this desir
able end is secured we should redouble our
diligence to make the single hour of instruc-
tion every week in the Sunday-schools as effec-
tive as possible. Let the Bible be more
largely memorized than it is. Let our schol-
ars acquire not merely a scrappy acquaintance
with parts, but some definite conception of the
Bible as a whole, of the mighty sweep of its
history, and the all important end of its sacred
teachings,

— e,

The Wesleyan Sunday-school
Union.

!:-' A\]li;é?‘imiﬂll rem.ieu nre'fuplilial' with the
publishing enterprise of British - Methodism
only through the issues of the Wesleyan Con
ference Office, London. This does not give an
adequate idea of i s extent, Besides the ex
tensive catalogues of the Primitive Methodist,
New Connection, Bible Christian and *othe
branthes of the Methodist family, the Wes.
leyan Methodist Sunday-school Union has '
fine catalogue of books specially adapted fo:
Sunday-schools,

This society has splendid premises in th
very heart of London, 2 and 3 Ludgate Circus
Buildings, as well as at the old City Road,
where John Wesley began his publishing a
century and a half ago. Their books are well
edited, well printed and bound, and many of
them handsomely illnstrated, and may safely
be accepted by our schools as being in harmony
with the doctrines and polity of Methodism,
and as being instinet with r ligious teaching,
with the very marrow and fatness of the
Gospel. The " prices range much lower than
those of American publications of the same
grade of excellence,

The first of a recent batch .of their books
which we pick up is,

getting
80 terrib
man. |
‘glory’ t
out now,
‘T one
and for a
felt as if
see all the
a great by
very sad,
ing to lool
of peace 1
men, and
learn war |

Mighty M
NATHAN;
Toronto -

All boys,
adventure,
lected in ¢
winning the
and tales of
faithful end
the adventy
high places

*“ Doe no ¥I
By Mgs, .
Youxna),
Rriggs,
This is an

trial and triu

pathies of ou;

ambitions a

object to loye

not, if the taj
s{wctivu Mg
all of life ; by
It. “(od ge
Every youn,

should think «
Summation, |

I know no n,
Not only to ke
But cultivage |

han is the ma




SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

i |

i

This is a Sweet, pure, tender story. My
son,” said the blind mother in ity closin;
ragraph, ‘“God has tried you, to gee if you

Amony the Roses, and Other Sermons to Chil-
Wiren, Hy the Regy, SamukL GREGORY,
Pp. 334, Toron to ; William Briggs,

B oved Him best. your love hes stood ‘the
Such sermons ave the most difficult thip, test. First, God's love, and next, the love of
in the world to wrj , but Mr, Gregory has wedded souls,”
caught the secret, The very titles catch the

ear as ** Bird’s Nests,” * The Spartan Heroes,” By Doctor's Orders, By ANNIE FraNcEs Pyg.
““The Royal Standard,” «4 Boy’, RAM.  Same publishers, l'oronto : William
i Briggs. Illustrated,

This is

ht in" no other way. The
troduction by Francos Willard,
cordially endorse, ‘‘There is no

man.  In old heathen ties the
‘glory’ to fight batgles, That wo
out now,

*“I once went to See a reviey. in Hyde Park,
and for a little while 8rew excited, but I goon
felt as if tears were coming, for | seemed to
see all those young men wounded and dying on
a great battle-fie] » and it made 1pe 80 home
very sad. That is how most people are learn.
ing to look at war, We believe in the Prince
of peace who came to bring good will amon

men, and we pray for 5 time when men shal
learn war no more,»

v called it
rd is going

into Sundly‘schoolt. libnriea,

reading rooms,
and homes, Whoeyer helps

to do this, hag

speaking race, Persuasion
Justice, wil] ultimately win, Thereforo, as a
temperance worker, warmli' welcome thig
00k by a devoted disciple of Christ, and of
the great humanitarian movement for which

Mighty Men and their Daring  Deeqs, By
NATHANIEL Wisknaw, Same publishers,
Toronto : William Briggs.
All boys, and irls too,

adventure,  Syg are those which are col-

lected in this volume, There are stories of
winning the Victoria Cross, of life-boat service,

and tales of stil] nobler moral heroism, of the

Donad’s  Ambition, By Avrice J, Brices,
Same publishers, Toronto: William Briggs,
Illustrated,

This is a clever story of that Scottish life
which has, of late, bee

love tales of heroic

tempted and yields, and the fina]
happy outcome. There are glimpses of geq
life that appeal to every boy in whose veins a
drop of the old Viking blood runs,

“Doeno YUl ;" o, the Brandron Family Moo, ’
By Mgzs, J, ALEXANDER SMITH (ANNIE M.

The Tempest Cousins, The story of one year
Youxa), Same publishers, Toronto : W,
s,

at Peltravis, By IsapeL STUART Rogsoy,
Same publishers, Toronto : William Briggs,

This is a pleasant story of English ¢ unt;
lifn? which will have

adian readers whose social condj

This is an attractive story of temptation and
trial and triumph that wilf appeal to the sym.
pathies of our young readers, and inspire noble
ambitions and lofty ideals, Some ple
object to love tales for young people, R?:do
not, if the tale be told with due sense of per.
Tective. Marriage is not the be-all and end.-
all of life ; hut it isa very important part of
it. “(iod setteth the solitar
Every young man and every young woman
should think of and prepare for this noble con-
Summation, For imree » 8ays Tennyson,

rlying
karmony with those of our English cousing be.

The Old Plate's Story.
Forsrer,
William Brig
It is an old evice to make some inanimate

object recount its history. If this be well

done, it ig very instructive, My, Forster is a

Past master in the art of writing for young
ng}l:; He takes us in this sto,

t,

By WiLLiam g,
Same pnblishers, Toronto :
8.

+ I know no nobler motive under heaven

Not only to keep down the base in man,

But cultivate hj h thoughts of Purest chastity,
Than is the maj en passion for a maid,”

Ty to the
, to the Baltic, to Canada, the United
States, India, Ceylon and China,
illustrations of these countries,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY,

8. C. 1056,

LESSON 1. DAVID, KING OF JUDAH,

[July 5.

GOLDEN TEXT., The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice. Psalm 07, 1,

Authorized Version,
28am. 2. lal e [Commit to memory verses 5-1.
Read chapters 1 and 2.]

1 And it came to pass after this, that D vid in-

t the Lorn, saying, Shall | g0 up into any
cities of Ju'dah f  And the Loro said unto

him, Go up.  And Da'vid suid, Whither shall I go

up!  And he said, Unto He'bron,

2 8o Du'vid went up thither, and his two wives

A-hin'o-am the Jez'r l-i-tess, and Ab'i-gail

‘bal’s wife the Car'mel-ite,

3 And his men that were with him did Da'vid
bring up, every man with his household : and
they dwelt in the eities of Ie'bron,

4 And the men of Ju'dal came, and there they
anointed Da'vid king over the house of Ju'dal,
And they told Da'vid, ing, That the men of
Ja-besh-gil'e-ud were they that buried Squl,

5 And Da'vid sent messengers unto the men of
Ju'besh-gil'c-ad, and said unto them, Blessed fe ye
of the Lorn, that ye have showed this kindness
unto your lord, eren unto Sauly and have buried
him,

6 And now the Lonrp show kindness and truth
unto you: and I also will requite you this kind-
ness, beeause ye have done this thing,

7 Therefore now let your hands be strengthened,
and be ye valiant: for your master Saul is dead,
and also the house of Ju'dah have anointed me
king over them,

8 But Ab'ner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's
host, took Ish-bo sheth the son of Suul, and brouglht
him over to Ma-ha-na'im ;

9 And made him king over Gil'e-ad, and over the

Ash'ur-ites, and over Jez're-el and
and over Ben'ju-min, and over all Is'ry

el

10 Ish-bo'sheth Saul’s son was forty years old
when he began to reign over Is'ru-el, and reigned
two years,” But the house of Ju'duh followed
Da'vid,

11 And the time that Da'vid was king in He'bron
over the house of Ju'dah was seven years and six
months,

TIME.—About B, C, 1056, PLACE.—Ile-
bron, about twenty miles south-southwest from
Jerusalem, and about as far from the southern edge
of Judea. It was a place of great importance,
cause both of historic association and strategic
strength, and was well suited to become the eapital
ofthe new kingdom, CONNECTING LINKS.
=Our last lesson from the Old Testament, Decem-
ber 15, 1805, told the story of Jonathan’s loving

“'phra-im, |
1

|

Revised Version.

1 And it came to pass after this, that Da'vid iy
quired of the Logp, saying, Shall I go up inte
uny of the cities of Ju'dah ¢ And the Loro s
unto him, Go up. And Da'vid suid, Whither

2 shall 1 go up ¢ Aud he said, Unto He bron, s
Da’vid went up thither, and his two wives
A-hin'o-am the Jez'y I-tess, and Ab

3 the wife of Na'bul the Cur mel-ite,  And lis

men that were with him did Da'vid bring up,

every man with his household : and they dwelt
in the cities of He'bron, And the men of Ju
dah came, and there they anointed Da'vid king
over the Louse of Ju'dah.

And the,

-

told Da'vid, saying, The men of
e-ad were they that buried Saul,

avid sent messengers unto the men of

Ju'besh-gil'e-ud, and said unto them, Blessed

be ye of the Lorn, that ye have showed this

kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and
6 have buried him. And now the Lorp show
kindness and truth unto You: and I also will

requite you this kindness, because ye l
7 done this thing, Now therefo let your
be strong, und be ye valiant : for Saul your lord
is dead, and also the house of Ju'dah have
anointed me king over them.

Now Ab'ner the son of Ner, eaptain of Saul’s
host, had taken Ish-bo'sheth the son of Saul,
and brought him over to Ma-ha-na‘im 3 and b
made him king over Gil'c-ad, und over the Ash
ur-ites, and over Jez're-cl, and over E'phra
im, and over Ben'; min, and over all 1s'ry-¢l,
10 (Ish-bo’sheth Saul's son was forty years

nds

»

when he began to reign over I8'ra-¢l
reigned two years.) But the house of d
11 followed Da'vid. And the time that Da'vid
was king in He'bron over the house of Ju'duh
Was seven years and six months,
- - s ——
leave-taking of David (1 Sam. 20. 32 42), about
B.C.1062. This was the turning point in David's
career,  For six years thereafter he was an outlaw,
Fov~ hundred adventurers, tired of Saul's rule,
Jjo'ued him, and a series of romantic events erowded
tue days until King Saul died in conflict with i
Philistines, among whom David and his followers
had taken refuge, Our lesson follows that lust
conflict,
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HOME READINGS,

S A king's homage,
The Son of David.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 43, New Canadian Hymnal,
All the way my Saviour leads me.

No. 411, New Canadian Hymnal,

God will take care of you.
day.

No. 410, New Canadian Hymnal,
Fear not! God is thy shield,

1. The Chief at Hebron, v, 1-3,
Over whose death did David lament ¢ (g
1L 17.)
Where were Saul and Jonathan slaiy ?
1. 4-6,)
What question did the chief ask ?
" Of whom did he seek counsel ¢
Where was he direoted togo?
Who of his household went with him?
Who also were of his company 1
To whom did Joshua assign Hebron ?
6-14.)
What nans had the place before borne ?
14, 15,)
2. The King of Judah, v, 4.7,
Where was David anointed King of Judal t
Who gave to Suul burial 2
Where was he buried 7 (See 1 Sam. 31, 11-13,)
What blessing did Dayid Pronounce on them ?
What were his prayerand his promise ?
What did he exhort the people to do ?
What similar exhortation should we heed? (E
6. 10,)
3. The King of Israel, v, 5-11,
Who was made king over Israel ¢
Where was he proclaimed as king ?
Who was the leader in this movement ?
At what age was Saul’s son made king1
How long did he reign ?
How long did David rule Judah ?
Who is King over all nations ?

ph.

(GoLpEx Texr,)

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
L. Of whom to seek counsel §
2. How to requite kindness 1
3. How to win friends

SUNDAY SCroor, BANNER,

#. David, King of Judah, . 2, 1-11,

Lu, o first anointing 1-13,

W. The death of Suul, im, 1, 1-12,

Zh. Lamentation fo Suul and Jonathan, o Sam,
1 ~27,

. Burial of Suul, 1 Sun, 3

|«
All through the |
|

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS, ‘

am. [ How long did he rej n over Israel?
L4

(2 Sam, |

(Josh, 14,

(Josh,

399

| Qu

i
STIONS FOR IN'FERMEI)IATE
SCHOLARS,
| ¥y Verses 1.3,
L. When did David i
| he make a habit of this?
| did he think of going to the
| State what You know of Hebrop,

J‘ « Verses 4-7,

[ 4 Who were “the men of Judah 2"

j  king set apart for his officc? Of what was oil g
| symbol? What was the extent of Duvid’s king-
1 What kind act had been done by the men
Jubesh 1

ire of the Lord ¢
Give instances,

Did
Why
cities of Judui ¢

Give the names of David’s wives,
Who clse came with him to Hebron,

How was

)
dom ?

3. Why did Duvid send a message to them ?
5. What else did he do for them ?
7. How did he

nation ?

; 3. Verses 8.11,

3. Who was Abner? What post did he fill?
Whom did he make king? Where was Mahanaim ?
Wiy was it chosen as the head of the

show his wish to have a united

kingdom ¢

How long

| was David King of Judah ?
Teachings of the Lesson,

It is wise to bring our difficulties to God, Time
spent in waiting for his guidance is not lost, God’s
Will is made known to us in many ways ; we should
obey it promptly.  Benefite received should not be
forgotten,  We should not only feel kindly but say
kind things, It is vain to oppose God'’s plan,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What king was anointed by Samuel ?

How did he behave at first ?

What did he become afterward ?

How did Suul die? (1 8am, 31, 4, 5,)
Who had been anointed king betore this?
What was David gs Soon as Saul died ?

Kiug of Israel,

What did he ask of the Lord ?

What did the Lord tell him ¢

To what city did David £0, and why ¢

To what tribe did this city belong?

What did the men of Juduh do ?

What do we learn here of David’s kindness ?
Who ruled over the other tribes of Isracl ¢
Who made him king ¢

Who made David king ?
Tow long did David reign over Judah alone ?
What does the lesson teach us? Faith and

patience,
It is Good to Know—

That the Lord ealls each one to a certain work,
That he will tel] us where to go if we ask him,
That if we wuit Patiently he will give us our

good things,

The

e
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LESSON OUTLINE.

BY J. L. HURLBUT,

David as a Man,

L A Maxor Praver, Israel and Judah loved Dayid. 1 Sam, 18. 16,
Inquired of the Lord, v, 1, He bowed the heart, 2 S, 19, 14,
Evening. .. .noon. .. -pray.  Psalm 55, 17, IV. A MaN oF KiNnygss,
This poor man cried, Psalm 24, ¢, Dlessed be ye. v. 5, 6,
II. A Ma~ oF Action. The Lord forbid. 1 Sam- 24, 4-7,
Went up thither, v, 2,8, Weep over Saul. 2 Sam, 1. 19-24,
Thou wast he....leddest, 2 8am, 5, 2, V. A Ma~ or Tacr,
Do it with thy might, Eceles. 9. 10, Therefore now, v, 7
III. A Max o¥ Porvraniry, Behaved himself wi 1 Sam. 1%, 14,

Men of Judah,

anointed, v, 4, Walk circumspectly, .l‘lph. 515,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,
’ BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY,

General Statement.

8ix months have passed since we last studied concerning David ; and six years or more stretched be-
tween the incident then studied—Jonathan's loving leave-taking—and the present event—David's coro-
nation as King of Judah, When, with tears, Jonathan showed his friend that he was no longer safe in
Saul's court he fled, and Jonathan’s life was nearly sacrificed by his father's fury over David’s escape,
From Philistia, where he first sought refuge, David soon returned to Judah, where, in a cave near
Adullam, he gathered around him a few hundred adventurers who had tired of wl’s rule, Together
they lived by forays on the Philistines, who at this time overran Judah, and by levies made on neighbor-
ing towns as the price of David’s protection. After a while he marched around the lower end of the
Dead Sea and left his aged parents in charge of the King of Moub, with whom, as well as the King of
Ammon and the King of Gath, he kept on friendly terms. When the Philistines and the Israelites got
ready for the tremendous struggle which soon ended in the overthrow of Saul and the ruin of the earlicr
Israelite kingdom, David’s position became exceedingly delicate and difficult, He was east out of the
Philistine army although he had been a faithful adherent of the Philistine king, and after adventures of
a romantic and picturesque sort he found himself ut the head of an army in the southern part of Judul,
in the midst of national anarchy, but with a number of fortified towns about him whose leaders were
inclined to accept his claims as king. The question arose whether the time had come for him to assert
the kingly rights given by Sumuel's ordination, This lesson shows how this question was divinely
answered, and how David became king over Judah, governing perhaps one third, or a little less than one
third, of the territory which had belonged to 8aul,

Verse 1. After this. After the overthrow of | rection in secular affairs, (2) If God has a Ringdom
the nation by the Philistines. David inquired of | waiting for us ke will certainly guide us in the best
the Lord. Usually, and probably on this ocea- way to reach it. Shall I g0 up into any of
sion, he inquired of the * Urim and Thummim ;" | the cities of Judah ? When Saul was killed
but it is not certain what these words stand for, | David was ut Ziglag, in the southern extremity of
The first means * lights ”” and the second * perfec- | the Philistine kingdom. On this region savage
tions.” It seems that they were in the breastplate | Amalekites pounced Jjust as soon as the Philistine
of the high priest. Now, this breastplate was made | army had marched northward against Saul. Davil
of four rows of precious stones, three in a row, and ' pursued them and gained possession of the great
set in a square of gold, It was fastened to a gar- spoil that they had taken, He showed how unxious
ment called an epliod, and between the breast- | he was to regain his popularity, which probably
plate and the ephod was a pocket. Some suppose | lessened when he showed friendship to his nation’s
that three precious stones, eollectively called Urim | enemies, the Philistines, by dividing this spoil of
and Thummim, were cast into this pocket, one of | the Amalckites among u number of towns in the
which stones represented “Yes,” another “No,” | neighborhood of Hebron. He must have known

and the third “ No answer,” The one drawn out | that the leading men of Tsracl were not actively
by the high priest after carnest prayer was the one | hostile to him, but, on the other hand, none of
them showed any disposition to help him to the
throne, and, as an indisereet movement Just now
would be fatal, he asks this question,  If he made

regarded as the answer given by God. Many in- |
teresting facts concerning this are given in /lus-
trative Notes, (1) We should always ask God's di- |
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st be by | Bethshan, four wiles from the Jordan, The | il-
way of the s of Judah, for the mor northerly | istines had taken his armor and Presented it as u
regions would be favorable to Saul; besides the trophy to an idol temple.  But there were some
northern part of the kingdom was now held by | people faithful to the house of Saul, even in his ex-
Philistine invaders whom David was not strong | tremity, and expeeially the wen of Jabesli-gilead,
enough to drive out, Unto Hebron. IHebroy whom he hud helped when in great straits (1 Sam,
isone of the oldest cj es of the world, To go [ 11, 1-11), They m A straight through the
up "’ meant to assume royal authority, Itis notice- territory which was overrun by the Philistines,
able that througlout the history of the Israclites, | took down the bodies, and buried them, (4) Valor,
from their entrance to the Holy Land until the always respected even by the most degraded, is elevated
sucred history comes to g close, the northern tribes | ixt, @ holy virtue by both Testaments,
pulled together, while those of the south were g | 5. David sent messengers unto the men
community by themselves, The estrangement of Jabeshegilead, He was only King of Judah
which afterward was so distinetly recognized had yet, but of course intended to he King of all Isruel
already its beginuings, The dividing line yan | us S0on as he could ; for that purpose he had been
from east to west a few miles north of Jerusalem, anointed by God's prophet. 8o this an emi-
2. So David went up thither, Muarehod nently wise message, Blessed be ye of the
with his little army northward to Hebron, And | Lord. Doubtless  plous prayer, but a character-
his two wives also, Ilis whole household, for isticully oriental one in form, This kindness
he was no longer to journey from place to place i unto your lord. Burial has always been re-
the wilderness, but to settle down as prince or king | gurded g of the utmost importance in the East; a
inacity, The Jezreelitess, A native or resi- | sacroduess attaches to it there that js unknown
dent of Jezrecl, not the great and splendid city | am the ideas of Europeans and their American
which afterward became the capital of the Israclitish | d. lants,
kingdom, but a little town in the mountain region . The Lord show kindness and trath
of Judah, Nabal’s wife. Nubal's widow, The 10 you. A continuance of the prayer of the

Carmelite. A native of Carmel, which is also verse, Talso will requite you this kinde
little town in the mountain region of Judah, ne E88 " Requite” means * manifest to,”  Sayl
to Jezreel, and is to be distinguished from Mo 1ad been David's chief enemy ; the men of Jg

Carmel, | gilead had been Saul's warm friends; David not

3. His men that were with him. His band only sees the rectitude and goodness of their action,
had greatly inereased since the ecarlier days of | but desires to win them over to be friends of his
Adullam, Every man with his household, | OWn. - Saul's kingdom, and at the outset David’s
The emphasis with which households are brought | kingdom also, were in kind not very different
to the front shows that David's plans had under- | from the feudul monarchics of the Middle Ages,
gone a change, He was no longer planning for | The supreme king excreised as much authority as
war, but for peuce, They dwelt in the cities | hedared to exercise over a number of lesser lords,”
of Hebron., The tiny towns which surrounded who, in turn, had their own town or towns to
and depended upon this center of population, over,

4. And the men of Judah came. 3) & 7. Let your hands be strengthened,
we will do our duty God may be depended upon to | This was good advice, the advice of a patriotie
control the hearts of those about ws, The men of master-mind to a daring little group of patriotic men
Judah were the elders, the representatives of lead- | who needed Just such leadership as his, The
ing families, the leads of clans, many of them ree- country was trembling and Swaying on the edge of
ognized as governors of small territories, It is in- | ruin, Your master Saul isdead. This was
teresting to note that while most of the land was | a reminder of the fuct that the old kingdom had
either overrun by Philistine hordes, or se King a | gone to picces. The house of Judah have
frightened protection under the name of Suul, with | anointed me king over them, Tiis was
Ishibosheth for king, the soutliern part, most nearly | David's invitation frankly made. What the house
!tupregnable because of jrs high eliffs, and always | of Judah has done it will be well for all Isracl todo,
disposed to go by itself, adopts David as its mon- Tt was an earnest bid for the loyal adherence of the
urch. Anointed David king. e had already | brave warriors of Juhwh-gih-nd.
been anointed by Bamuel as a prophetic act: but 8. Abner, the son of Ner. Abner was the
this ceremony was akin to a coronation or inaugu- uncle, or, ax some make out, the cousin, of Sqayl,
Tation. The house of Judah. The houses or | e was a bold soldier, and, a8 we may infer, an
clans which clustered around Judah, Some of unserupulous politician, Captain of Saul’s
them, however, were of the tribe of Benjamin, | host, And, under Saul, founder of the standing
The men of Jabesh-gilead were they that | army of Ispgel, Doubtless he had been the most
buried Saul. Poor Suul had been hung, with influential of all of Saul's subjects. Took Ishboe
his three sons, on the wall of the deserted city of sheth. The youngest of Suul’s son, Brought

—

rule




402

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[July 5.

him over to Mahanaim, o hastily crossed |
the Jordan toward the cast, and entered a fortified |
city of Gilead not far from the place where Jueob
had wrestled with the angel. The better part of
Sauls kingdom was in the possession of the
Philistines, but the region which was afterward
known as Ieren was still unconquered by them,
and Abner, with his troops and with the lust
representative of the royal family, retired there to |
reestublish the kingdom,  From a soldier's poing
of view this was the wisest movement that could
have been made, .
Made him king. 8o now there were two
kings—Ishbosheth on the eust, and David on the
south.  Euch gradually extended his power over
the central regions, which had been devastated by

the war,  After a little the boundaries of Islibo-
sheth’s kingdom were nearly those of the luter
monarchy of Israel, while the boundaries of David’s
kingdom were those of the later monarchy of
Judah,

10. Reigned two years. Ilc probubly
reigned longer than that, but the two years indi-
ate the time when his monarchy prevailed over
all Tsruel,

11. Seven years and six months. All this
time there was war between Judah and Isracl, but
probably not waged with foree, for it was neither
according to David's ire or policy to conquer
Isruel 1 indeed, there are many indications that
there was a sort of constitutional * state’s rights "
innorthern Israel always recognized,

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR W. W, DAVIES.

The best preparation for an intelligent study of
the lessons of this quarter will be a careful rending
of the First Book of Samucl, especially that section
between this lesson and the last lesson in the Old
Testament, a year ago, where we read in detail the
events in David's outlaw life. Without a faithful
study of this section (1 Sam, 21-31), our knowledge
of David’s life must be incomplete. It might be
added that the known facts in the life of David are
best and fullest given in the Books of Samuel and
Chronicles ; let every teacher, therefore, examine
these books most carefully. As we proceed with
the lessons of the quarter, let us read the conneet-
ing passages not only in Samuel, but also the par-
allel accounts as given in Chronicles,

Verse 1. After this. After the defeat of the
armies of Israel by the Philistines, after the death
of Saul and Jonathan, and after the events men-
tioned in chapter 1. This was ubout 1055 B, C.
David inquired of the Lord. It was un im-
portant step in his life, therefore, like all good men,
be first inquires of the Lord. This was, probably,
doue through the high priest by means of the Urim
and Thummim (that is, lights and perfections). (See
Exod, 28, 80,) The exact process is not known ;
it is, therefore, uscless to guess, Some people have
regarded thisstep on David’s part as an indication of
David's lack of faith, especially as he knew he
had been appointed to succeed Saul. But let us |
remember that up to this time he had been an cut-
law in the mountains of Judea, that the Philistines
were now victorious, and that the officers and |
friends of Saul would not receive him with open
arms.  The fuith and piety of David appear here
as generally in his life; he will not move a hand
without the express guidance of the heavenly King.
To Hebron. Oneof the most ancient and sacred
cities of Pulestine, about twenty miles soath of
Jerusalem, or halfway between the latter city and |
Beershebn, and some ten or twelve miles west of

the Dead Sea,  Hebron being in the center of the
tribe of Judah, surrounded by fertile fields, well
watered, and strongly fortified by nature, was in
évery way suited for the new capital, especially
since David was of the tribe of Judah and thor

oughly acquainted with the adjacent territory. 1le
would be more secure here from the attacks of the
Philistines, who held sway in the north, and from
the adherents of Saul, who were temporarily et

tled at Mahanaim, in Gilead, cast of the Jordun,
God directed David to Hebron, consequently Hebron
was the place for hita. David began his reign Ly
consulting God ; from this let us also learn never
to undertake anything, great or small, with-
out asking Jehovah to direct us, God still directs
men,

2. SoDavid went up. Saul being now dead,
the armies of Isracl routed, and the Philistines ex-
tending their conquests southward, the people of
Hebron disorganized and terror stricken, they werc
glad to weleome David as their deliverer, Hebron,
moreover, was o priestly city full of venerable recol-
leetions and religious sentiment, and David hav ing
been a favorite of the priestly class, as we learn
from his intercourse with Samuel, Gad, and Abia-
thar, it is no wonder that his reception here was
enthusiastie.  We may also reasonably believe that
he waus famous at this time as the writer of psalms
and religious poetry. His two wives, Michal,
the daughter of Saul, whom he had married (1 San..
18, 20, #') had been afterward given by her father
to another man, but was subsequently taken buck
by David (2 Sam. 3. 14, #.). Ahinoam was from
Jezreel, a town in the mountains of Judah, not
far from Carmel. (Sec Josh. 15. 55.) Abigail, This
was the widow of Nabal, the Carmelite (1 Sam. 25.
39, ). Carmel, seven miles south of Hebron,
must not be confounded with Mount Carmel further
north on the seacoast, r must Jezreel be mis-
taken for the more important city of the same name
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on the slopes of Mount Gilbox, once famous as the
capital of Ahab and Jezebel
3. And his men.  David had now gathered
about six hundred men around him (1 Sam, 25, 13),
His own near relatives, according to orientul cus-
tom, having been subjected to the wrath of the
king, had to flee ; then there would be a large fol-
lowing of faithful friends as well
Saul.  For the character of his followers, see 1
22.1-5.  The cities of Hebron.
and towns belonging to ebron,
given nos only to the city, but also to the district
around it.  Compare the phrase “ cities of Samaria "
(1 Kings 18, 82),
4. The men of Judah, Representatives, the

lieads of clans and families, A nointed David
King. David had been anointed once before (1 Sam,
16. 13), and will be onee more (2 Sam, 5.8). Saul
also had been anointed twiee, und, perhaps, three
times (comp. 1 Sam, 10, 1, 24, and 11, 15). David’s
first anointing was not publie, but this time it is a
formal consecration of g king over Judah, as luter
on, over Isracl as well, (See 5. 3.) And they told
David. This, though in the middle of a verse, is
the beginning of a new paragraph,  (Sce the new
version.) The connection is very abrupt, and it is
very probable that some words have been omitted,
The men of Jabeshegilead were they that
buried Saul, Jabesh-gilead was g city on the
cast side of the Jordun, southeast of Gilboa; when
besieged by Nahash, King of Ammon, it was deliy-
ered by Saul (1 Sam, 11, 1-11).  This, perhaps, ex-
plains why the people of this city would risk their
lives to get possession of the bodies of the late
monarch and his children, which had been fastened
tothe walls of Bethshan (1 Sam, 51, Lr)

6. And David sent messengers. e wanted
'l Israel to know that he cherished no hatred to-
ward the late monarch, nor ill-will toward those
who had rescued his mortal remains at such a per-
sonal risk, Ile even approves their courage, and
invokes the blessing of Jehovah upon them ; nay,
he goes further, for ho promises them his protection
and favor,

7. Let your hands be strong.
Your courage, withstand the
istines a little longer, for I,
of Judah, will in due time, if you desire it, march
to your reseue, There is diplomaey in this first
message of David. It is hoth conciliatory and
statesmanlike,  As Keil has observed, his reference
to the fuct of his being anointed over the powerful
tribe of Judah is an indirect Summons to the Ja-
beshites to recognize him as their king, the natural
and legitimate suceessor of Saul. The embassy,
however, proved entirely fruitless,

8. Now Abner the son of Ner. Whether
Abner was Sanl’s cousin or unele is notelear, (Seé

Sam,
The villages
The name was

Keep up
incursions of the Phil-
at the head of thetribe

as the enemies of

tain,  General or commander,

Had taken
Ishbosheth,

This was Saul’s fourth 801, a very
weak man, a mere tool in the hands of Abner, the
politician.  The word Ishbosheth means *“ man of
shame ;" in 1 Chron, 8, 33, he is called Esh-baal
(the tire or man of Baal), Which was the original
name is difficult to say. This changing of Baal and
bosheth was not uncommon, Compare Marribbaal
and Mephibosheth (2 Sam, 4. 4) ; also Jerubbaal and
Jerubbesheth (Judg. 8. 35), Brought him over
to Mahanaim. his was a city of Gilead north
of the river Jubhok. The word means two camps,
in allusion to the fact that Jacob here divided his
followers and stocks into two divisions or bands
(Gen, 52, 1,10, and 83.1), It was to this place
that David fled before Absalom (17. 24); its exact
loeation is not known, though Tristram and others
have identified it with Mahneh, which is a few
miles northeast of Jubesh,

9. Made him king over Gilead. “ Gilead
is & vague term for the Palestinian territory east of
the Jordan, Iere it may include the country be-
tween Moab and Bushan,  Ashurites, This is
u troublesome word which has oceasioned much
speculation, Ttis impossible that the term should he
synonymous with Assyrians, or even Asshurim, an
Arab tribe mentioned in Gen, 2 The Syriac
and Vulgate read Geshur, which suits the context
well, as anyone may see by consulting the map,
It is, however, quite probable that we have a cor-
rupt text, and that we should read Asherites, since
the reference might be to the tribe of Asher in the
northwest of Pulestine, Jezreel, The country
surrounding the celebrated city of the same name,
including the fertile Plain of Esdraclon and the
adjacent territories, (Sce 1 Sam, 29, 1) And all
Israel. In short he was made king over the en-
tire territory formerly ruled by Saul, except

Judah,

10. He reigned two years. Itis impossible
to suy how soon after the death of Saul Ishbosheth
commenced to reign, but evidently he was not made
kingas early as David,who,as we learn from the next

verse, reigned seven years and a half in Hebron,
It has been suggested that it required Abner five
years or more to persuade the severul tribes to ac-
cept Ishbosheth as their king, and to * establish his
authority over all Isracl.” Nor must it be forgot-
ten that it took time to retake the territory which
had been captured by the Philistines after the last
war with Saul.  But the honse of Judah fol-
lowed David. Thus there was a rupture be-
tween Judah and Israel ; for the former had seceded.
This would naturally cause a civil war, which had
its culmination in the death of Abner, who
was slain by Joab (3, 27). Not long afterward
Ishbosheth, the rival king, was murdered by two
of his officers (4. 6), This wus the end of Saul's

1 Sam, 14. 50, und 1 Chron, 8, 38, and 9, 30.) Cape

——

dynasty,
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Thoughts for Young People,
¢ How to Get On,”

A capitul book, written some time ago, bears this
title. It contains, not maxims, but examples of
suceess in life—cases of men and women who,
aguinst what would appear to be insuperable obsta-
cles, have still pursued their way and achieved
suce There is no case in all history more sug-
gestive of the best ways to “ get on in the world
than that of David.

Lo God's call first awoke David's ambition. |

There is nothing that so helps a man or woman in
the struggle of life as the deep eonvietion that he
is following the leadership of God, Wisely do our
Churchies exclude from the ministry all who do not
give evidence of having received a divine call,
But not only are clergymen called to their work;
God has promised all his followers in the most pos-
itive terms to watch over them with personal solici-
tude and to make most ample provision for their
needs.  And to make plain this promise he has not
only used his general care for sparrows and ravens
and lilies as illustrations, but has stated also that
the very hairs of our heads are numbered, Such
words of inspiration are meaningless except it be

true that God has a plan for each of us individual- |

ly, and that he is doing the utmost that an omnipo-
tent God ean do to help each one to realize his plan,

2. David took the very first opportunity which pre-
sented itself. 8o do successful men and women al-
ways, everywhere, Admit that Nupoleon Bonaparte
came into the world in one of the elimaxes of history;
he had no more opportunities than one half of the
youths of his day; but he let no opportunity slide
past him.  And the difference between men in all

ages has been not so much a difference in the num- |
ber of apportunities us a difference of promptitude |

in grasping the chances that come. Samuel's
anointing had not much meaning for anybody—not
even for David himself—until Goliath had been
challenged,

8. David took his problems straight to God, One
of the most beautiful characteristics of this great
man was his intention to identify his personal cause
with the cause of God. When he fights Goliuth it
is to the Lord of hosts that he appeals for strength,
Even when Saul dies, and his puthway to the
throne is uninterrupted, he asks for God’s decision
before he will advance,

4+ David does mot ask for divine direction in
cases where command has alveady been given. No
servant of God should hesitate to do what is his
manifest duty,

8. David showed astuteness as constantly as he
displayed promptitude. He was king, humanly
speaking, because he was the royalest man in all
Isracl. His throne was not inherited. The divine
call came not alone by Samuel’s anointing, and vis-
ions of the night, and Urim and 7% wmmim, it canie

‘I as unmistakably by that strong personality which
he had from birth, and which demonstrated to ull
that he was indeed and in truth a king.

6. David was large-hearted to his opponents, No

| petty bitterness lingered in his mind,

o The spirit of David, and the spirit of all those
who have succeeded by good works, is shown in our
Golden Text. e received his kingdom from God,
and was, after all, a sort of vicegerent. It is “the
Lord™ who ** reigneth; let the earth rejoice."

Orientalisms of the Lesson,
BY J. J. GRACEY, D.D,

Verse1, “ David inquired of the Lord.” Tt wasa
well-nigh universal belief in the aneient world thay
man could di\inolhcv\iHol'(hul,Hmm_rhllu-mpucil_v
to discern it was supposed to be much greater in some
men than in others,  Various wert the methods by
which God was supposed speeiully toreveal his pleas-
ure. In the heroie age a divine voice was heard to
announce direetly the will of the god, Then came
inspiration and signs, The medium could not him-
self bring on the state of eestasy in which the deity
made known his purpose, but became personally un-
conscious, and words which ke could not control
were uttered by him, In the case of'signs or omens,
skill or instinet of interpretation was attained by
appearances of the heavens, the flight of birds, or
other natural phenomena, but in both methods the
divine person directly made a revelation. It was
held that the gods were speeially likely to make
known their pleasure at certain places, and regulur
priests and prophets became established in these
localities to whom resort was had for ascertaining
what the gods would favor. These are known us
Oracles,

Jehovah revealed himself by the Urim and
Thummim, which were consulted through so many
centuries by the Jews to uscertain the will of God,
specially where national dircetion was desired as in
this case of David, The Auronic breastplate, ac-
cording to Archdeacon Hardwicke, was not worn in
any court of human judicature; it had o reference
to the ordinary business of the individual Hebrew.
It was no fortune teller, It waus only available for
special difficulties conneeted with the fortunes of
the whole sacred corporation ; the priest wearing the
breastplate was a symbol of the divine Mediator to
come, ana the revelation got through him was
always conditioned on the moral quality of the peo-
ple, being according to the high demands of the
righteous law, 1t they did not keep the command-
ments the orucle was of no avail,

Verse 5. Oriental courtesy. David sent messen
gers with the salutation, * Blessed be ye in the
name of the Lord;” a true oriental courtesy, Even
on the most common occasions the round of polite-
ness often becomes tedious to u practical business
person of the Western world, the graceful leisure
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comporting poorly with the hurry of commercial life,

If two Syrians meet in the streets they are sure to

vie with each other in protracting salutations, some-

what as follows: A, *God preserve you!” B,

“God prolong your life!” A, **God give peace to

your life, and how are all with yout” B, “God

give you peace!” A, “Iow is your health?” B,

“In your cure!” A, “Jy God's keeping!” B,

“Have you any news{” A, “Pegce to you! May

your day be happy!” B, “Muy yours be happy

and blessed!” A, “Go with my peace!” (Both
together), “Many salaams!”

It wiil beobserved that no direct answer has been
given. It you wunt an answer You must pause and
change the conversation. This has been the custom
among all Semitic races from earliest times till now,
Jacob asked for Laban, May thy brother be well!
Upon my brother be peace!™

Verse 5. Oriental corvespondence, The kings of
the oriental world were wont to conduct corre-
spondence among themselves, und Egyptian letters
began with salutations, such as, Mayest thou be in
good health and in favor with Amen-Ra and the
other gods!™ The Tel ¢l Amarna tublets recently
made known show that such communications as this
of David with the Jebusites were common all over
Egypt and Babylon ana the other great monarchies,
These furnish illustrations fifteen hundred years
before our era. The letters were small pillows of
clay from many parts of Western Asia to the court
of Egypt. These were in Babylonian language.
We quote a single illustration of the same courtesy
abounding in ull these letters, B, King of Baby
lon, to A, Thus says B., King of B., thy brotier:
It is well with me, May it be well indeed with thee 3

and may it be well indeed with thy household, thy
wives, thy children, thy lands, thy great men, thy
horses and thy chariots!"

Verse 5. Oriental reverence Jor the dead, The
respeet paid to the dead King Saul was highly ap-
preciated, not merely beeause he was king, but
because the entire oriental world holds well-nigh
sacred the dead bodies of friends and relatives, In
China everything must be made to bend to the
burial ground 5 roads must not be constructed,
houses built, ground cultivated,or anyone of a thou-
sand other things be done which are supposed to
interfere with the good luck of the living or the
repose of the spirits of the dead. Chinese going to
ant land are careful to provide at any cost for
the return of their bodies in case of death to their
own ancestral burial lots, Nothing would provoke
a riot so quickly as violation in any way of graves,
and in case of war no danger is more carefully
defended against than this,

The royal burial places of Asia are usually iso-
lated.  Westminister Abbey becomes a tomb of
nany great persons, butin Asia the eminent prince
Or poet must have an individual mausoleum. These
may be found over ten miles square about Delhi,

—_—
built through generations at great cost, and most of
them handsomely endowed that they may be pre-
served from generation to generation.  These are
greut buildings, of lofty architecture, marble or red
stone, inlaid with precious stones wrought in intri-
cate design, or carved in high relief, till scores of
“ Westminster Abbeys " are erceted over single
persons. Al this but illustrates the passion which
any Semitic race like the Hebrew, or, for that mat-
ter, any people who bury and not burn their dead,
exhibit for tomb-huilding, David specially appre-
ciuted the fuct that the men of Jabesh-gilead had
buried Saul in the sacred soil of Isracl, his own
lund, thus letting him be gathered with his fathers ;
A sentiment as strong with the ancient Hebrew as
with the present Chinese,

Before the Class,
BY EDWIN P, 8T, JONN,

The lesson scems to have
much for its moral and Spiritun

historicul significance ;

been chosen not so
| teachings as for its
hence present the historical
situation, and draw lessons from cvents and char-
acter as thus revealed,

Draw on blackboard or paper an outline map of
Pulestine, und as you teach mark upon it places
and regions mentioned, Review the chicf events
in the life of David to the close of the lesson for
December 15, 1895,  Outline the intervening

.
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events telling how David spent seven Years in
hiding from Saul in the mountains of Judah, in
Moab, and Philistia,

Show the extent of the kingdom of
ticully all of Pulestine except the parts occupied by
the Moabites and the Philistines. Tell of the
great campaign of the Philistines, in which they
took possession of the fertile plain of Jezreel, and
of the buttle fought there near Mount Gilboa,
where Saul and Jonathan were sluin, and in which
they gained posession of the greater part of the
land, driving many of the Israelites beyond Jor-
dan.  The tribe of Judah were unsubdued, how=

ever, and David, seeing a favorable opportunity to
become their leader, sought permission to go up to
one of their towns, Being dirceted by God to
Hebron, the natural capital of the tribe, he left Zik-

lag among the Philistines and brought his followers
and his family to this place. In connection with
Abigail recall the story of Nabal. On the map
mark the location of Jezreel and Carmel, small
towns of Judah which should he clearly distin-
guished from the places of the same name in the
north. At Hebron David was made king over
Judah.

Meanwhile Abner declared Ishbosheth, the son
of Saul, king, and made Muhanaim in Gilead his
capital. Then by a series of successtul campaigns
he won hack step by step the territory which the
Philistines had taken; first that oceupied by the
tribe of Asher, next the plain of Jezreel, then the
territory of Ephraim, and finally that of the Ben-
Jaminites, thus making the kingdom of Ishbosheth
coextensive with that of his fathor, except for the
tribe of Judah,

Having now elearly presented in outline the
events of the period, seck to teach the lessons,

Bring before the class the character of David,
considering first its worst side. lle was untruthful
(1 Sam. 20. 5, 6; 21. 2, 8; 27, 8-10). Ie had
gathered a band of outlaws (1 Sam, 29, 2; 25. 10,
11), and supported himself and them in part by
extortion ‘and plunder (1 Sam. 25, 4-8; 27, 7-9),
He was cruel both from policy and for revenge
(1 Sam. 25, 18, ¢
as we learn fr
life. Remembering that his morals were better
than those of his times we may still ask in what
sense Samuel could speak of him, comparing him
with Saul, as “a man after God's own heart.”
Suul’s great sin was disobedience—putting his will
a8 king before that of God. David thus far had
ulways recognized and honored God as the true
King of Isracl. Note his reverence for Saul as his
chosen representative (1 Sam. 24, 65 26, 9; 2 Sam,
1. 15, 16). Note how he sought guidance from
God at every important step (1 Sam, 23, 2; 23, 4;
30. 7: and verse 1 of the lesson). Note that,
knowing that he was to be King of Israel, he re-
mained quietly in his little Judah while Abner

SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNER.

Saul—prae- |

[July 5.

| won for Ishbosheth setion after scetion of the
| larger kingdom. It was this loyalty to God thut
made him, as a candidate for the throne,
after his own heart,”

Point out how Moses (Exod. 2, 11-15), Saul
(18am, 13, 13, 14), Paul ( Acts 9-12), and others
hindered the working out of God'’s plans for them
by not waiting his time and seeking his way, Im-
press as the lesson of the day that of the Golden
—that “the Lord reigneth,” and that if we
seck his guidance and follow his lead we ma
Jjoice,” for he will work out for us a gr
tiny than we ean wrest from the world
There is a kingdom for cach of us, * Inquiredaily,
* Whither shall Tgo up?’  Your Hebron is near at
hand, God will di. et you to it if you ask.”

More than that, Jesus said, * Fear not, . . ., itis
your Futher's good pleasure to give you the king-
‘]l?lll.”

‘o man

ourselves,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verses 1-4,  Obedience byfore leadership. Tt was
my privilege a few months ago to spend & quiet
afternoon before that fumous picture of the Metro-
politan  Gallery, New York eity, “Joun of Are
Listening to the Voices,”
fuce can never fo

One who has seen that
get it—the cager, upturned, ear-
nest, soulful face of the peasant girl who is listening
to God’s eall, and who went forth in response to a
divine commission to lead her country’s army to
victory, and to give herown life as its ransom, This
is the simple story of a life, very poor and common
in itself, but very rich and very great in all history,
because it reached up to take hold of God's thouglht,
and attempted great things for him, 7T young
people who to-duy are lifting luminous faces heny-

enward, listening to God’s voice, longing above
every other ambition to do his will, will be God's
leaders for the next gencration,

Verses 5-7. A kind, courteous bearing toward
those who were inelined to be his enemies was awise
course for David to tuke. De you remember the
fable of the quarrel between the sun and the w ind?
Each declared itself most powerful. ~ And finally
they decided to compare their power by trying to

| take from a traveler his cloak.  The wind tried it

' first. It blew as fiercely as possible and tried to
tear away the eloak.  But the harder the wind

| blew, the more closely the traveler hugged his

] cloak, until finally the wind gave up trying.
Then the sun shone out warm and bright, warmer
and brighter, and soon the traveler of his own
aceord took off his cloak.

A monarch who, before coming to his throne
had deelared that he would destroy all his enemies,
was very kind to them when he beeame ruler,

! Some one reminded him of his threat, to which he
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. - —
replied, “ And, did I not destroy my cnemies Blackboard,
when I made them my fricnds 2

BY J. T, HARTNAGEL, E8Q,

Verses 8-11.  Defeut ulternated with victory,
Disappointment played witl; SUceess, vV men
who have attained to greatness would feel repaid
for the struggle were it not for th consciousness
that their life's work has brought blessing to the

d

world.  The tops of the mountains are cold
bare

and unless the man who has shouted

' has made his way up to these towering

summits, ing in his hands some beacon of
hope or warning or instruction to lant there for
humanity, he is apt to feel that he has climbed in
vauin A. Diekinson.

Life is a sand-strewn w restling ground. The
first thing to be d«
tlers is to take aw
ways does tha

me to make an arena for wres-
Y the turfand daisies, God ul-

1
where are the feet of runners und the strife of the

many flowers eannot grow

combatants, The nest thing to br done is to bes
the soil down hard and flut: and so God bri
on events which flatten our lives, Life is
meant to be a wrestling ground, where grows not
vegetation, but haman nature: not roses, but THE WAY OF BLESSING
sinews—moral sinews and spiritual strength and FOR
beauty,— Maclaren, |

_ | GOD’S CHOSEN ONES.
The Teachers’ Meeting. 1

BY GEORGE w, PEASE, ESQ.

This lesson muy well be used to show young men IND ouT
and women how to suceeed, It is easy to analyze | oLLow
David’s ¢ ter and show that similar qualities | [ THE WILL OF THE LORD.
now displayed by the most ordinary person woull

produce suceess, both spiritual and seeular. Tuke | DAVID | HAVE |
**Thoughts for Young People” as a convenient out-

|
IN RED.
lin Or, if you prefer, consider the elements of } QUIRE
‘ter which made David great, as follows: | DAVID | HAVE |
1. lis communion with God: while he lived und

toiled and struggled in a matter t world he
lived in communion with the Infinite and his heart

waus in heaven,

OBEYED.
L “To obey is better than sacrifice.”

His obedience to God; he not
only sought out God's will (Saul did that), but he
followed it ulso, His promptness in action: he
won his battles by striking quickly, 8o Alexander

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

suid he conquerced the world by not delaying, and

Nupoleon won his victories by getting fifteen min- " NO' 1. N
utes ahead of the enemy. 4. His sympathy and Com, thou incarnate Word,
gener his nobility of nature, won the loyal ad- When all thy mercies

Guide me, O thou great Jehoval,
All the way my Saviour leads me,
Ie leadeth me,

My times are in thy hand,

herence of followers, For this and other helpiul
lints sce the Zilustrative Notes for 1896, « v o The
wuy of blessing for God’s chosen ones is the same |
inall ages, It is to find out and to follow the will
of the Lord, David inquired and David ol yed, No. ©
*To obey is better than sacrifice, ' Forth in thy name, 0 Lord,
15, Saviour, pilot me,
o the Lord's Anoin
Lead me, O eftulgent 1.
In heavenly love abiding,

All the way the Saviour leads,

—;‘

References,

Freesan’s Haxosook, Ver, 4: Coronation Cere-
monies
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GOLDEN TEXT,

Authorized Version.

2 Sam, 5. 1.12,
10-12,]

[Read chapter 3. 1, to chapter 5, 25,

1 Then came ull the tribes of Is ri-cl to Da'vid
unto He'bron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are
thy bone and thy flesh,

2 Also in time past, when Saul was King over us
thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in
Is’ra-el: and the Lorp said to thee, Thou shalt feed
iu.,\' pwlnplc Is'ra-el, and thou shalt he acaptain over

3 8o all the elders of Is'ra-el came to the king
to He'bron ; and king Da'vid made a league with
them in_He’bron before the Lown: and they
anointed Da'vid king over Is'ru-ef,

4 Da'vid was thirty years old when hLe began to
reign, and he reigned forty years,
5 In He'bron he reigned over Ju'dah seven
s and six months: and in Je-ru'sa-lem he

Ju'dah,

6 And the king and his men went to Je-ru'sa-lem
unto the Jeb’u-si
which spake unto Da'vid )
awuy the blind and the lame, thou shalt not cone
in hither: thinking, Da'vid eannot come in hither,

T Nevertheless, Da’ vid took the stronghold of
Zi'on: the same ¢ the city of Da'vid.

5 And Da'vid said on that day, Whosoever
getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jeb'u-
sites, and the lame and the blind, that are hated of
Da'vid’s soul, ke shall be chief  and captain,
Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall
not eome into the house,

0 So Da'vid dwelt in the fort, and ealled it the
city of Da'vid. And Da'vid built round about
from Mil'lo and inward.

10 And Da’vid went on, and grew great, and the
Loro God of hosts was with hin,

11 And Hi'ram king of T
Da'vid, and cedar trees,
masons : and they built Dy

re sent messengers to
md  carpenters, and
vid a house,

And Da'vid perceived that the Lorp had
wlished him king over Is'ra-el, and that he had
Ited his Kingdom for his people Isru-el’

s suke,

PLAC —Hebron ;
Zion and Millo. CON-
o—A buttle at Gibeon be-
%, under Joab, and Ishbosheth’s
forces, under Abner, resulting in the rout of
Abner's army, and, later, in war (B.C. 1053),
Abner's revolt from Ishbosheth and reception by
David.  Joab Kkills Abner. Ishbosheth is mur-
dered by two of his soldiers, who are cxecuted by
David,
HOME READINGS
M. David, King over all Isracl, am, 5, 1-12,
Zu. The people’s hero, 1 Sum, 18, 5-16,

reigned thirty and three years over ull Is ra-el and |
|

[ Commit to memory verses [

%, the inhabitants of the lund: |
ng, l‘i\«'cﬂ-l thou take

|
|
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LESSON II. DAVID, KING OVER

[Jul_\' 12,

ALL ISRAEL. [July 12,

David went on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts
was with him.

2 Sam, 5, 10,

Revised Version,

1 Then came all the tribes of Is ra-el to Da'vid

2 thy bone and thy flesh,

S

-r

10 Mil'lo and inward,

12 masons: and they built Dy

unto He'bron, and spuke, suying, Behold, we are
In times past, when
Saul was king over us, it was thou that leddest
out and broughtest in Is'ra-cl: and the [
said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Is'ra-
and thou shalt be prinee over Is ra-el, Ro all
the clders of Is'r-el came to the king to He'-

bron; and king Du'vid made a cov nant witl
them in He'bron before the Lono :
anointed Da'vid king over Is'ra-cl,

and they

Da'vid was thirty years old when he began to
1y und he reigned forty Years.  In He'bron
rs and
and in Je-ru gned thirty
and three years over ull 15 ra-el and Ju dals,

he reigned over Ju'dah seven yeq
months :

lem he r

And the king and his men went to Je-ru'-
sa-lem against the Jeb'u-sites, the inhabitants of
the land: which spake unto Da'vid, saying,
Except thou take way the blind and the lume,
thou shalt not come in hither : thinking, D,
cannot come in hither. Nevertheless I
took the strong hold of Zi'on : the sume is
y of Da'vid.  And Da'vid said on that day,
Whosoever smiteth the Jeb u-sites, let him get up
to the watere: e, and smite the lame and the
blind, that ated of Da'vid's soul. Where-
fore they say, There are the blind and the lume :
And Da'vid
dwelt in the strong hold, and eulled it the city
of Du'vid.  And Da'vid built round about from
And Da'vid waxed greater
and greater; for the Lorn, the God of hosts,
was with him,

|,
he cannot come into the house.

And Hi'ram king of Tyre sent messc ngers to
Da'vid, and cedar trees, and earpenters, and
vid an house.  And
Lorn had established

Da'vid perceived that the
him ki

nd that he had exalted

Is'ra-cl's suke,

his

I, Secking divine g

g
Zh. David’s helpers, 1 Ch
F. Isracl's king. 1 Chron.
8. Promises for David. Psalm 89, 1¢
8. The Lord our righteousness, Jer,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 130, New Canadian Hymnal,
Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be know n.

No. 252, New Canadian Hymnal,

How happy every child of grace
Who knows his sins (orgl\%n

July
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No. 135, New Canadian Hymnal,

Come, let us, who in Christ believe,
Our common saviour Ppraise,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN
1. The King Chosen, v, 1-5,
How general was the call which brought David
to the thy
What propl
16, 1)

'

ieey was thereby fulfilled? (1 Sam,

1truc?
By what act was the relation between king and
people consummated ? |

What does verse 2 show in re ard to the common
expectation of the people ¢

Which party had been right in the civil war he.
tween David and the house of Saul t

Was David a usurper ¢
atiswer,

Give the reason for Your

How long did David re ign in Hebron ?

How long did he reign in Jerusalem ¢
2. The Capital Won, v, 4-9,

Why did he not remain at Hebron with that for
his capital ¢

Why did he not make Gibeah

When is Jerusalem first mentioned ¢
Gen. 14, 185 Josh, 10,)

Who first conquered it 2 (Judg. 1. s,)

Did they hold it, or did those to whom it was
allotted hold it ¢ (Judy, 1. 21.)

What purt of the ¢ ¥ was held und considered
ipregnable ¢

What taunt did the Jebusites utter !

What name did the stronghold bear !

What promise did David make to lis men ?

Who won the reward ? (1 Chron, 11, 6,)

What new name wus gi

How did David fort

ital ?
(As Salem,

his e

ven to the place ¢
yit?

3. The Kingdon Exalted, v. 10-12,
What means did David take to render lis power
cenre ¢

What evidenees of the growing importance of the
tation ean you find besides this moving of the
capital ¢

By whose help did David become great ? (Gowpex
Texm,)

What king paid homage to David ¢

What proofs of

Whom did David gnize us his helper ?

For whose sake had David been honored ?

For whose sake do we find favor? (Eph. 4,
1 John 2,

ndship did he give?

89
82,

Practical Teachings.
1. Discipline fits men for true greatness, David's
years ol'hurdshipus an outlaw and exile were his I
best equipment for administration of trust,

SUNDAY SCHO0L pA NNER,

God’s

“ While

In what sense was the claim of kinship in verse |

| 1. Verses 1=

be their king?

all Isracl ¢

ufter taking the city ¢

does suceess come ?

Why did 11
appear that art had declined in Israel 2

Under him only can we conquer,
throne him,
God's direction will suve us from Dlunders,
God is with us we cun afford to w ait,
on the Lord’s side our strength

409

2. The promises of God ure always kept,  When
Samuel anointed David the promise was made, and
no Sauls or Abners eould prevent its fultillment,
Y David perecived that the Lord had established
him king.””  Happy man, that sees that his pros-
perity comes not from his own power, but from

ienee is one of life's greatest
with paticnee we  stand Waiting, with

actness grinds he all,” Muke no haste; God

lessons,

does not hurry like man,

Where in this lesson may we find—
1. A lexsson of fuith in God ¢

2. A true warning against ho tfulness ?

% The true source of prosperity

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. When did the tribes come to David?  How

long did they keep away from under his rule?
W

it did they mean by saying they were his bone
d flesh ¢

1 the reasons they gave

why he should

3. What was the league they made ? How many

times was David anointed King ¢

4. What other noted el

ucters commenced theiy

life work at thirty years of age,

2. Verses Ga9,

5. What was David's first expedition as king of

What was the name of the ity before

this# How did the Jebusites show their belief i
their own safety ¢

7. Why wus it called “ tle city of David 27
O Where did David make his headquarters
What did he do?

« Verses 10«12,

10, Tow was his promotion seen ¢ From whenee

1. Where w

re? For what was it noted ¢

um send to David?  Iow diq it

12 What led David to sce that God had pros-

pered him? Why was this prosperity bestowed ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
Christ is our kinsman, e has won our eause,
We should en-
God's plans will sueceed, Secking
When
If we are not
will not avail,

God means us to be useful in the positions he
gives us,

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGER

SCHOLARS,

Who made David king?
Who made Ishbosheth king?

“—
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Which is better, to follow God or mun ? I What did the eruel men think David would do
Why ¢ for them ?

What did Abner do aftera while ? l How did David feel ?

How did he help David ¢ i What did he command ?

What happened soon after? [ What great hionor then eame to David ?

Why did Joub kill Al How old was he when hie beeume king over ull
Who was greatly troubled at Abner's death 2 Isruel 7 :

Why did his kingdom grow weaker the | Questions For Me.
time ? David was patient.  Am 1?
Who are the truly strong ones ? David loved his encmies, Do 17
What cruel deed was done one duy ? I David believed all that God had promised, Dol?

LESSON OUTLINE.
David the King.

I. A Ma~ o¥ e Peorir, | IV, A Coxsmirerionar Kive,
We are thy bone and thy Hesh, v, 1, David made a leagne, v, 3,
All Isracl.. . Joved David, 1 8am. 18, 14, Thou Tovest righteousness,  Psaln 45, %,
One from among thy brethren,  Deut, 17, With my holy oil....ancinted, Psaln. 86, 20,
15. | V. A Coxguerixe Kixa,
I, A Kixe By Narune, Took the stronghold of Zion, v, 7.
Thou wast he that leddest, v, 2 Set my king....Lill of Zion, Psalm
Captain over u thousand, 1 Sum, 18, 18, Make the lorn of David to bud, Palm 132
A leader and commander, Isa, 55, 4. 17, 18,
HI. A KiNe By Promisg, VI A Beuievisg Kixa,
Thou shalt feed my people, v Lerceived that the Lovd, v. 12,
I have provided me a ki 1 Sam, 14, 1, Whoam I, O Lord ¢ 28 7. 18
He chose David also.  Psalm 78, 70. The Lord is my rock.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The darkest hour in Isracl’s history was the hour when Saul fell on Mount Gilbon. The land lay
the merey of its foes; its fortresses were held by encmies; its warriors were slain : the tribes were dis
severed and disunited ; Ephraim and Judah were Jealous of cach other, and two rival capitals, Hebroy
and Mahanaim, contained two hostile kings, David and Ishbosheth, Philistia might well remain

rest while the tribes of Isracl were spending their strength in civil war, Seven years of weakness and

ross the scene, Like the limbs « 1 awaking giant, th

division pass, but gradually a ehange come
twelve tribes rouse from their leth . They forget old feuds ; they recognize their national unity :

and anoint us king over all Israel the gifted son of Jesse, At one
lory duwns upon the chosen people. A true king of men now hol

they rully as one man to 11chron

new chapter opens, and a period of g

the scepter, a man who has in Lin clements of lead rship, who can inspire loyal following, and can lift
the fullen pillars of the state,  Duvid’s firs
Canaan, begun by Joshua four centuries before, was not yet finished,
lar enthusiasm and of the ussembluge of warriors at lis coronation he leads his army at once
min.  Above the valley riscs a P
d, blind, and erippled, as if to mock ull
and seize the ran

work was to subdue his own realm, for the o Hquest

King advantage of the poy

Linst

the rocky heights of Jebus, on the border of Judah and B

crowned with a wall, upon which the Jebusites display the
attempts at capture,  But, led by the bold Joab, the storming party elimb the le
part, wud at a stroke win the strongest fortress in the land, One by one the
and the Amorites disappear, and Israel, froin Lebanon to the desert, soon rj
u foreign yoke and its possession of the promised land. The news of David's growiug power is horu
among the surrounding lands,  Tyreis first to greet the new Kingdom and to welcome Isracl into tl
sisterhood of states, while the nations uround, some in fear and others in fric ndliness, follow her « xamy
Boon the rocky height of the Jebusites becomes the seat of a new eapital, above whose roofs tower
alace of David and the eastle of Zion,

isons of the Philistin
es in s freedom fre

Verse 1. Then. While Ishbosheth still lived | Isrucl under his rule. But Ishbosheth was mu
Abner, who had seated him on the throne of northern | dered by two of his soldiers, and Abner was kill
Israel, turned away to David, king of Juduh, with | by Joub. *Then* there was no recognized ruler,
the intention of bringing northern and castern | and to insure order something must he promptly
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done. Came all

Ired and thirty-nine
dred warriors were
What proportion of

turmed over to King David

claimed the right to govern all
Israel.  Seven years he had reigned here,
which time everything he
pered, while Ishbosheth's kingdom had gradually
crumbled. We are thy bone and thy flesh,
The kingdom of Judah had been regarded by the
rtatesmen of northern Ispgel almost as q foreign
rival.  But now they recognized that there was
radieal difference between their southern neighbor,
King David, and lhvumnur«-hsnl'l'hilintiu, Ammon,
and Moab, Al the descendants of Jueob were
‘“one bone and flesh,”
2. In time past, |
the day before.”  Eyen when
David was the real hero of the
out and broughtest iy Israel.  Aroused mili-
tary heroism und guided it to g successful issue,
Thou shalt feed, cte, A prophecy which in
these words we do o find in any other part of the
Bible.  For ¢ foeq read “shepherd *—« Thou
shalt shepherd,”  This promise becomes more
beautiful when we recall that David's early em-
rloyment was that of u shepherd, The reasons
given by these men for David's election to the
throne of' united Isracl are (hrm-—kimhip, military
ability, and God’s prophecy,
3. All the elders of Israel, ]
tition of the statement of the first ve
words, the tribes were
King. David made
words are reully
them ;

had attempted had pros-

Jterall

Y “ yesterday and
Saul was king
nation,  Leddest

This is a repe-
rse. In other
represented by their elders,
& league with them. The
that he made g covenant with
he entered into o solemn compuct, From
1 Ram. 10, 25, and 1 Kings 12, 3, it is very evident
that for northern Isruel at least there existed a sort
of national constitution which no ruler was suf-
ficiently absolute or despotic to ignore, Before
the Lord. The service was o religious one,
made, doubtless, in the presence of the prie
They anointed David king over Israel,
This was the third anointing, or ““ coronation,” as
we might eall it, that David had received : first, a
quict one in the privacy of his home (1 Sam, 16,
13); second, a public one by the men ef Judah at
Hebron (2 Sam, g, 4), and now by the elders of all
Isruel,

4. Thirty years old. In the ve
Young manhood, Forty years,
count David's rule over
He was thirty-seven ye
when the ‘“anointing*

Ty prime of
These figures
Judah apart from Israel,
ars of age, or thereabouts,
' of the last verse took
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thousand six hun-

y during

{ Public and personal, have

| learn from the ne:
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the tribes of Israel, By Hebron was too provincial a town to be the
delegated representatives,  (See verse 3.) From | capital of the new kingdom, but Jerusalem wus
1Chron. 12, 2240, we learn that by this delegation singularly well fitted to be the capitul. It was
three hung

on the horders of Judah

and  Ben
thercfore belonged to both

min, and
kingdoms, and it

them were actually present | was no more than thirty miles from  every
we can only conjecture, To David unto | center of interest and power in and ubout the Holy
Hebron. llchron wys the capital of the Land. It was o fortress of remurkable nutural
southern monarchy, over which David actually | strength. There are distinet statements in several
ruled while he

parts of the Bible (Deut, 12,

5-21; 1 Kings 11, 36)
that the selection of

Jerusalem by David was made
under divine direction, Not long after he estub-
lished his court there he brought
there also, so that in
capital of Israel,

6. In this verse we are tolc
that capital, His men may very likcly huve
cluded some of the urriors
of verse 1. Jerusalem.
in the preceding verse,
fortress of the

the sanctuury
every sense it becume the
1 how David won
in-
mentioned in our note
See note on this n,
It was now Je
Jebusites, controlled 1
mountaineers through all the
heart of the Israclite people.
the carly inhabitants of the lan
idoluters, If this young warri
ened the Amalekites and routed the P
and had downed the
make himself e,
fitting that le

e
bus-salem,
oy those hardy
centuries in the very
The Jebusites were
d, a warlike race of
or, who had threut-
hilistines,
descendants of Saul, was to
ully master of his king«
hould signalize his con
the capture of this forcign citadel,
Davids 1t is ve

Tom, it was
onation by
Spake unto
ry hard to expluin Just what
they said to David, for the text is confused ; the
margin of the Revised Version has probably the
right meaning —the fortress was so high and
strong that even bling and lame soldiers could
successfully defend it,

7. Nevertheless, All the triumphs of war,
been accomplished,
" in spite of events th
How Zion

Xt verse,

‘“nevertheless,’

ut seemed to
ferbid them,

Was captured we are to
It was in these early
days an isolated ofiff with sheer precipices on three
sides. The same is the city of David, [ts
conquest was such an important incident, in the
early life of the doughty warrior and king that it
readily took the name of its conqueror, and w hen
David cume to die he was buried in Zion,

8. Whosoever getteth up to the gutter,
The Revised Version implies that this “ gutter "
was a ‘“ water course,” or spring, high up in the
rock on which the fortress of Zion stood, or, perhaps,
romesteep gully up which the elimbers w
take the citadel. David
men to deeds of valor,
vid’s soul means, pro
soul ;" in other word
With this meanin,
ber of decrepit sol
uous positions as
warriors, He g

cre to go to
said this to inspire is
That are hated of Da-
bably, ““that hate David’s
8, that seek David’s life,
¢ the verse implies that a num
diers had been placed in conspi
4 token of contempt for David’s
hall be chief and captain..
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Words which our translators inserted in this verse
to make it tally with 1 Chron. 11.6. Joub was the
first to reach the top of the rampart, and accord-
ingly becume commander in chief of the army.

Wherefore they said. This meuns that as a |

result of the Jebusite defiance and David's re-
sponse a familiar proverb of later Hebrews was
coined. The meaning of the proverb has been va-
riously defined, It may mean, “ Have no fellows

ship with those who make themselves a reproach |

to the nation and hateful to the rightcous,” It
may meun simply, * We won't have any disagree-
able people in our house.”
ally, that those who think their position impregna-
ble would better look out, for somebody will surely
find a way to conquer them,

9. David dwelt in the fort. He made the
Jebusite fortification Lis headquarters and palace,
and called it the city of David, Not only Zion
was thus called, but all Jerusalem. David did
many things in his life, any one of which would
have given him a permanent place in history. Ile
founded a great empire, he wrote noble hymns, as
statesman and warrior he proved himself a genind;
but few of his achievements have had more influ
ence on the sentiments and destinies of mankind
than his conquest of Zion and his sclection of Jern-
salem to he his eapital. It soon beeame the reli-

gious center of the world,  Even aside from the life |

and death of Jesus no eity in the world has been
more influentiai on polities and war; and even
when, in our hours of devotion, we turn away from
the fleeting glories of earth and think of our cternal
home, our songs and our holy funcies soar to *

rusalein the golden,” to * Beautiful Zion, built
avove,” to the celestial eity of which David’s eapi-
tal was the type.  Built round about from
Millo and inward. We do not know enough
about the loeal geography of ancient Jerusalem to
tell precisely what David did, but evidently his

It may mean, ironic- |

plan was to complete the fortification of the eity,
especially on its exposed side. The ** Millo” was
probably a rampart of unusual strength,

10. David went on, and grew great. Lit-
erally, ** David went going and growing.” The
| Lord God of hosts, Jehovah, the God of ar
| mies. All the forces of nature were looked upon s
’ the armies of God.  Was with him. The state

ment of verse 10 is the seeret of all David’s success
| 1t is the secret of all true success in the world,  *¢ I
“ God be for us, who ean be aguinst us?"

11. Hiram king of Tyre. Either this king
lived a very long time, or it was his son and suc-
sor of the same name who became Solomon’s
riend. I Josephus is correct this latter opinion is

| right. Ezckiel (chapters 23-28) gives u very fu
| deseription of Tyre, Sent messengers to Da«
| vide Hiram was o statesman as well as a king
and saw that the people on his southeastern border

who had for centuries been insignificant, were sud
denly rising into national eminence, so he sought
| their friendship.  Palestine could supply his king
| dom raw material of great value: Tyre could retur
| to Pulestine its ehoicely manufuctured goods, as we
importations from distant lands, Cedar trees.
| Lebanon, where cedars grew, Carpenters and
| masons, Isracl's industrial classes were agricul-
turists; the industrial classes of Tyre were munu
| facturers and  merchants. David perceived
| that the Lord had established him, Iler
was the sceret of his greatness,  Most men woull
have claimed to have achieved success themselves
Exalted his kingdom for his people Israel’s
sake. Davidr nized the theocracy; that there
was really no king for Israel except Jehovah, It
was this that made him, in spite of his blunders,
one of the best rulers this world has seen. It wus
| this that kept him, in spite of his sins, relatively
| at least, ““a man after God’s own heart.”

CRITICAL NOTES.

For the parallel account, see 1 Chron. 11. 1, #, |

and do not fuil to read the first four chapters of this
book. This will do more good than to read the
* conneeting links " in most lesson helps,

Verse 1. Then came all the tribes of Ise
rael. This was shortly after the death of Ishbo-
sheth,  Saul and all his sons were now dead, so was
Abner, the commander in chiefof the army ; it was,
therefore, natural that the Israelites should look
-around for a new leader. The magnanimous conduet
of David on various oceasions, his genuine indigna-
tion at the rash act of Joabin killing Abner, and his
quick punishment of the murderers of Ishbosheth,
were viewed with fuvor by the people and tended
to make him popular. From the parallel account
in 1 Chron, 12. 23-40, it seems that no less than
839,600 warriors were gathered from the several

| tribes on this occasion at Hebron, To these must
| be added hundreds of officers, These asseml
soldiers were royally entertained for three duy-
Hebron. The capital of the kingdom of Jud
(Sce lust lesson.) We are thy bone and thy

|

|

|

| flesh. Tired of civil war and strife, and mind

of their common origin as the descendants of

[ e b, and, perhaps, persuaded that David was t

! divinely appointed successor of Saul, they now

| come to make him king. Besides, David was the
son-in-law of the late monarch, which especially,
as all the sons of Saul were dead, added to his other
cluims.

In times past, when Saul was king.

Notice the kindly reference to their late king, und
the absence of any allusion to Ishbosheth or Ab
The dreary period of civil discord was passed ov

July

in siler
David
of Sau
over G
Philisti
general
Lord s
corded,
(See, he
my pe
Bethleh
come th
good she
them, b
good thi
standing
called A
And th
same tit]
was to b
military
feed his §
times of
3. So
many tho
tiations w
the delegs
a covens
are led to
stitution,
solute mo
enant whi
translatior
people wa
and prero,
privileges
Before t)
gious charg
agreed upo
that is, eit]
presence of
the Suprem
David ki
time Davic
2. 4). The
1 Chron, 12
connection
4. Davi
liave been
crowned ki
entered upo,
or when Jo
commenced
lowing from
vid (thirty y
from 1 8am,
cupy above t
four years of
among the
Saul’s death,



July 12.] SUNDAY SCHOOL BA,

in silenc

It was thou that leddest out, ete,

of Saul.  Who had not heard  of his vietory
over Goliath, and of his frequent triumphs over the '
Philistines? He wus for a time one of the leading
generals in Saul's army (1 Sam. 18, 5, #.) The
Lord said to thee. This declaration is not re-
corded, but incidentally reforred to in this place,
(See, however, 1 8am,

Bethlehem was in God's provide
come the leader of God's people, to lead them as o
good shepherd leads his flock ; not simply live on
them, but care for them, and see that they lack no | radiu
good thing. Davidwould lm\unudinlvuh_\ in under-

eve

called Agamemnon, shepherd of the peoples,”
And thou shalt be a prince over Israel, The
same title was given to Squl (1 8am. 9, 16), David

Wis

military leader as well ; not simply one who could | (1

times of war and danger,

3. So all the elders of Israel, Though
muny thousand Israelites came to Hebron, the nego-
tiations with David could have been carried on by
the delegated few, (Sce 18am, 8. 4.) David made
A covenant with them. From 1 8am, 10,
are led to infer that Israel liad some kind of a con-
stitution, and that the Hebrew king wus not an ab-
solute monarch, but amenable to law. This cov-
enant which David * cut " —for that is the literal
translation of the word rendered * made,” with the
people was, therefore, g treaty defining the powers of Goliuth, he
and prerogatives of the ruler, and the rights and
privileges of the subjects, (See 1 Kings 12, 3 ) |
Before the Lord, Thi« phrase shows the reli
gious character of the assembly, and that the treaty
agreed upon was solemnly ratified before Jehovah ;
that is, either in the temporury sanctuary, or in the
presence of the high priest, the representative of
the Supreme Ruler of the world, They anointed ’

i, we

David king over Israel. This was the third
time David was anointed (1 8am. 16, 13; 2 Sam,
2.4). The coronation feast is fully deseribed in

connection with this lesson,
1

lave been purely aceidental that David was
crowned king at the same age at which the Levites
entered upon their priestly functions (Num, 4, 3),
or when John the Buptist and our blessed Lord
commenced their ministry (Luke 3, 93 The fol-

made,

).
lowing from Lange is interesting: *“ The age of Da-
vid (thirty years) shows that the events narrated
from 1 8am. 13 to the end of the book did not oe-
cupy above ten years—four yeurs in Saul's service,
four years of wandering, one year and four months |

Saul's death,”

_;

David had gained a great name during the lifetime usites, The city

- 30.) Thou shalt feed | since, would be
my people Israels The humble shepherd of | skill, and an ae

almost every uchicvem
—Sime. It has been
sibraltar of Palestine,”
m of David's seleetion was further shown,
because Jerusalem, though on the very borders ot
t within the territory of Benjamin
o8t 18. 28), the tribe of the late king, Except
ay the blind and the lame,
ading is slightly different and pref-
erable, The blind and the lame shall turn thee
away." The language
it probably expresses the confidence of the Jebusites
in their great stronghold,  And the words may be
the language of contempt
much as to say, “ We
tack, for even our blin
protect us,” David

not inaptly, “The

Was to be not only g pastor, but a ruler, or rather Judah, was ye

feed his people, but one who could defend them in thou iake aw:
The marginal re;

i8 not eq

have no fear of Day
Land erippled soldiers will
y however, was not to be ubashed
by such boasting, for had he not heard the insult-
ing words of the Philistine giant?  Ax inthe case

the Tyropaon valley
ley of Hinnom on th

1 Chron, 12, 39, f., which ought to be studied in | 7, 3.) This is the

David was thirty years old, It might | portion of Jerusalem,

has said, that it is casie
mean, than what it

the ravine from the
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. Went to Jerusalem against the Jebe
¥ was then known by the name
of Jebus (1 Chron. 11, 4), Jerusalem would be
more central than Hebron ; besides, it was in ey
way suited for the capital of the united people, Its
natural position made
easy of defense,

ery

it almost impregnable and

To capture such g stronghold,
which if fully taken by ¥ shua had been lost long
a feat worthy of David's military
t which would at once make him
e destined to he popular, the hero of the day. Thu

its impregng-

bility and its centrul location maude it very desir-
uble for the new capital,

A circle of thirty miles

with Jerusalem for center, embraced almost
" enemy and
standing this figurative language. Homer often | Hebrew history,".

sily understood, hut

and fecling of security, as
I's at-

regurded such defiance “ g an insult
to that mighty God in whose name and on whose
strength he carried on his work. " — Blaikie,

7. Nevertheless,
braggadocio of the
stronghold of Zion,
Jerusalem we sec that Zion js generally, not always,
located in the southwestern part of the city, hetween
on the northeast and the val-
e south. There are excellent
authorities who make Moriah, or the site of the
temple, the same as Zion. (See 1 Mace, 4. 60, and
view held by most modern schol-
ars.  Besides, the north was the most exposed
Here the attack would be

In spite of the self-relinnt
Jebusites. David took the

If we consult maps of

8. Let him get up the water course, Ap-
other very obseure passage, 80 much so that Driver
rtosay what it does not
loes mean.  The word rendered
| “gutter” in the Authorized Version, and  water
course in the Revised Version, probably refers to
some underground channel or gully leading down
citadel, A difference of one
vowel in the verh rendered et up " would makeit
umong the Philistines, and a fow months uﬂerl‘ *“hurldown.” Forthat res

has been proposed

wson the following reading

** Let him hurl down the water
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course or gully,” The various renderings of the
several versions show clearly that the passage has
ulways been a stumbling-block. It is not improb-
able that these words of David were used by him
in a jocular way in the same spirit as they were
used by the Jebusites, This is the more probuble,
since David also employs the words,  blind and
lame.”  Witty and proverbial sayings, as every
teacher of language knows, often defy translation.
What is true of the first part is equally so of the
second part of this verse, which as we learn from
the “* wherefore they say » had become a proverb,
The difficulty of this pussage was felt by the trans-
lators of the Authorized Version who have inserted,
as the italies show, several words not in the orig-
inal.

9. David dwelt in the stronghold. 11
ing defeuted the Jebusites and eaptured their ¢ ¥s
he now transfers the seat of governmerntt from
Hebron to Jerusalem, which from this time onward
became the most sacred city on carth, City of
David. It was natural that he should give his
own name to it. Millo, Always written with
the definite article in Hebrew. The Millo, wost
probably, was a large tower or series of towers forni-
ing the wall on the north side of the city. Millo
and migdol (tower) are used interchangeably in
Judg. 9. 6,46,49. Millo is from the verb * to fil,”
and took its name from the filling up of u defense-
less place in the wall. The Septuagint renders it
Akra; that is, citadel. It was rebuilt hy Solomon
(1 Kings 9. 15 ; 11. 27) and Hezekiah (2 Chron, 82. 5).

10. David waxed greater and greater,
And with him the entire nation. * In the compuss
of asingle reign the boundaries of Isracl were ex-
tended twentyfold, and an empire founded which
rivaled those of Assyria and Bubylon in power,”—
Hurlbut. For the Lord . . . was with him,
True success is impossible without God's ! elp, just
as failure is impossible when we are helping God to
carry on his work,

11. Hiram king of Tyre. This monarch
was quick to discover the greatness of David, and
delayed not to send his congratulation. Reciprocity
was established between Isracl and Tyre, the lat-
ter being a maritime city of a people noted as nav-
igators would have many commodities to exchange,
Whether Hiram of our verse and Hiram the ally of
Solomon (1 Kings 5. 2) arc the same is not clear,
Cedar trees. From Mount Lebanon which be-
longed to Tyre. These were flouted down to Joppa
and then conveyed overland to Jerusalem (2 Chron,
2.16). Carpenters and masons. The Tyrians
being people of great wealth, lived in luxury and
possessed skilled artisans, Tsrael had had too many
wars to encourage fine architecture,.  Built David
an house. As David grew in power his taste for
clegance grew, and so the house of cedar was built
(7.2). Psalm 30 might have been composed for
the dedication of the royal palace.

v

12. David perceived that the Lord had
established him. David was naturally religious,
Though not without sins, grievous sins, he ulways
recognized the hand of Jehovuh. He was also fully
convineed that he was the anointed of God to carry
on agreat work. A man with such a mission, such
insight into divine things, and such fuith could not
have failed to prosper,

Thoughts for Young People,
The Elements of David’s Success.

Lo An element of David's suecess was the recogni-
tion by, all the people that in him lay capacities for
leadership,  People saw that David hud been the
real king even when Saul wore the crown, (Verses
L)

2o Anelement of David's success was the promise
of God, known to the people, and sur
plishment. He who has God's word with him
cannot fail.  (Verse 2.)

B, An element of David's success was his law-

Con-

abiding and honorable character,

Iy to make
concessions, to maintuin the rights of the people,
and thus hold their loyul adherence. (Verse 3.)

Ae An element of David’s suceess was the wisdom

of his plans, and the vigor with which he evecuted
them, in taking advantage of the popular enthu
siasm to subdue his realm and subjeet its enemies.
(Verses 6-8,)
o An element of David's success was the presen:
aof the Lord with kim, and the help of the Lord in
his behalf. He kept in fellowship with God, s
his Psalms show, and so grew great, (Verse 10,

6. An element of David's success was his faith,
giving him insight into God's purpose, and power
to see God’s hand in his life, (Verse 12,)

Te An edement of David's success was his humil-
ity, enabling him to sce that he was exalted, not
for his own sake, but for the sake of God’s cause,
(Verse 12,)

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 3. David entered into a covenant, compaet,
or treaty with the representatives of all the
tribes of Isruel. They had not hitherto been bound
in one political compact in Palestine ; and from this
unification arose the new and powerful * kingdom
of Isruel.” How so powerful a monarchy ecould
arise between powerful kingdoms like those of As-
syria and Egypt has been subject of query. It
would seareely appear possible, unless it occurred
at a period when these great neighboring monarch
ies were temporurily weuk, which appears to have
been the cuse between B. C. 1100 and B. C. 900,
when the Israclite empire arose to great prominence
under David and Solomon. Assyria during this
period was driven beyond the Euphrates, and the
monuments show that precisely at that time
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Egypt, too, was exceptionally weak, The East
furnishes many illustrations of the sudden rise and
fall of great political powers, as in the case of
Babylon, Media, Persia, Timur, and Genghis Khan,

David bound these heads of families in league,
In like manner a treaty was made betwoen Abra-
ham and the Philistines, and Beersheba (* Wol) of
the Oath ') was named from it, Thetwo Pparties to
the agreement confirmed it with a mutual oath, with
a gift of seven sheep from  Abrahan, to Abimelech |
as the seal to the contract which scknowledged his
right to use the wells he had dug, hence “The ‘
Well of the Oath,” or “The Well of the Seven,” j
According to Herodotus the Arabs marked seven
stones with blood ay g witness to g contract, the
stones being laid between the contracting parties,
David made a league, one of the commonest oceur-
rences of the oriental tribes long bhefore his day,
and a thoroughly oriental custom among clany and
families, and, of course, among nations,

By Way of Ilustration,

Verses 1-12, Success, It was not casy for David
to find Supporters when he was g hunted, hated
exile, obliged to seek the protection of Philistine
kings. But when the tide turned, and he came
into power and glory, friends and supporters
multiplied on every hand, and even Hiram froin
his Tyrian throne sent gifts.  When it is the
fushion to be on the side of clean city politics, of
temperance, of the Christian Endeavor movement,
there is no lack of upporters. Al honor to those
who stood by these movements when they were
unknown or despised,

Christ says that those
fellowship of his sufferings shall know the power
of his resurrcetion, When he comes in glory, all |
will wish to share it. But in order to share it
then, we must be true to the erucified Christ now,

Ferse 7. He could not be king completely unti]
he had taken the citadel of the country, “the
stronghold of Zion,” Hands and lips had declareq |
him king. But he knew he must have the heart
of the country before it would serve him,

8o must oy king, Jesus Christ, take the strong- |
hold of our hearts before he can rule, The hands
and feet may render spasmodic service even if the
heart is with the enemy 3 but there is no allegianee,
1o loyalty, until the heart, “the stronghold,” iy
tuken,

Verse 10, Consciousness of divine aid came to
Stanley as he wrestled with savage hordes in the
depths of the Afrioan forest, He says: T saw I
Wax carrying out g higher Will than mine, 1 en-
deavored to steer my course as dircet as possible,
but there wag an unaccountable influence gt the
heln, Thanks be to God forever and ever 1

Verse 12, 1 1808 the * Creation Was per-
formed at Vienng, Haydn had to be wheeled to

who have shared the |
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| number, (4) he

| He decided on
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the theater in a chajr, It was the lust time he ap-
Peared in public, His Presence roused intense
enthusiasm in the audience. Tumultuous applause
greeted the Pussage, “* And there was light.” The
old composer rose to his feet and said, ** No, not
from we, but from heaven comes gl1,”

God rules over 41, God is on the side of his
word, his Church, his man, Emerson’s illustration
of the woodman is ever true—to chop upward is
hurd, but the downward swing of the ax has in it
all the foree of the earth itself. To be working
against God in the world is hard ; to work with
him is to have the long purpoge of eternity behind
one, and sure success hefore, 1If we come to our
duties with David'y spirit and David’s heroism, we
shall win our triumph too,.— W, z. Strong.

Before the Class,

After briefly recalling the steps by which David
became king of Judah, question from the class or
relate to them the important events of his reign at
Hebron, which are (@) the battle of the twelve
champions and defeat of Ishbosheth’s army, the
slaying of Asahel und the warfare which ensued ;
(3) the Proposition of Abner, to make David king

| over all Isracl, the returning of Michal, David's

first wife, and the murder of Abner jn revenge for
Asuhel's death 3 (¢) murder of Abner in revenge for
the punishment of his murderers,

Then, having no king, all the tribes of Israel
made David their king. Note the reasons for this
action which they give: (@) He was of their own
had been their successful military
leader, (¢) he was God's choice. From the parallel
account in 1 Chron, 12, show the unanj ity and
enthusissm of the people.  Call attention to the
fuet that Duvid made ft covenant with them which
limited hLis powers, probably accepting the consti-
tution which Samuel had prepared (1 Sam, 925, 10),

David had now learned the lesson of patient
waiting for the word of his King, and from this
time is no more a hunted outluw or g petty tribal
chief, but iy attended by success and honor on
every side, Boing now king over the whole nation,
he must have a suitable capital which will fucilj.
tate the uniting and ruling of the Jealous tribes,
Jerusalem, which was more central

than Hebron, was still on the border of his former

| kingdom where his strongest friends were, and was

the strongest military point in the land.  Deseribe
the capture and further fortification of the city,
This subjugation of o fortress which had for four
hundred yours defied the Tsruelites was, in the esti-
mation of the men of his times, the beginning of
the greatness which the Jesson tells us increased
from that time because God was with him, A
second ground for this renown was found in the
fuet that Hiram, king of the great commereia)
nation of the age, sought to form an allinnce with
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him. A third was the building of the great royal
paluce,

Under similar cireumstances to these Nebuehad-
nezzar suid, *“Is not this great Bubylon, which I
have built for the royal dwelling place, by the
might of my power, and for the glory of my
majesty ¢

David reflecting on his prosperity recognized its
true source, and sought God's purpose in granting
it. The lesson culminates in this verse., Here we
find that (@) David’s success was from God, (b) he
recognized that fuet, (¢) he realized God’s purpose
in it. From further
sought to fulfill the mission which hud been given

counts we know that he

him.  He chose David from the she pfolds to feed
his people: so he fed them. (Psaln 78, 70-7:
The story of the lesson has been told, and great

principles have been found underlying it. Now
apply them to the heart experience and daily life
of the scholar.  Keep in mind these two t) oughts ;
1. The secret of in fuithtul and ener,
following of God’s revealed will, 9,

responsi-

bility of suceess—to use Its opportunities for others,

mphasize the first by a review of the teachings
of last Sunday, and by the whole story of David’s

sueccesses, with verses 10 and 12, Teach the see md

from *‘thou shalt feed,” verse 2; “ made a cove-
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nant,” verse 35 and verse 12, The New Testament

is full of this truth. * Love seeketh not her own "

(1Cor. 13.5); * Bear ye one another’s burdens **

(Gal. 6. 2); *“Let no man seek his ow n, but each
his neighbor's good " (1 Cor. 10, Remember
the exam of' Moses (Exod, 10, 1 wd of Paul

(2 Cor, 1 and above all the teaching und
example of
Gentiles exercise dominion, . . |
«++ Even
" (Matt. 20, 25-28),

6),

sus  Christ, The princes of the
but it shall not

be so among you. the Son of man

came . . . to mini

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Show the condition of Isracl after Saul’s death :

Defeated, subjeet, broken, divided. <« Give a brief
account of the rival kingdoms of David and Ishbo-
sheth.... What were the evils of this condition 7. .. .

The circumstances that led to David’s enthrone-
ment over all Isracl....The results of David’s
cession, as shown in the lesson: (1) Unity ;
Power: (3) Pr Honor,
Isracl stands as an illustration of (

perity §

& Church,
and our lesson illustrates the results of a revival, ...
David as a type of Christ in this lesson: (1)
Crowned; (2) Conquering; (3) Honored....The
traits of David as here showns (1) Capacity for
leadership, verse 1 (2) Respect for law, verse 8 ;
(8) Courage, verse 6 (4)
8; (5) For
in God, verse 1
his people Isr: ««..8how how the divine
element enters into ull true success: (1) God's
Ppromise its basis, verse 2; (2) God’s name invoked,

2y in uction, verse

t and wisdom, verse 103 (6) Faith
7) Humility, verse 12, * For

I's sake

Show how |

[July 12,
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verse 33 (3) God's presence, verse 105 (4) God’s
favor, verse 12....8¢e also * David’s Traits
King," in Zllustrative Notes. , . . Maturer olasses mauy
be led by this lesson to recognize the hand of God in
the removal of kings and the s tting up of kings ; to
note the deference of all righteous governments to

the consent and choice of the governed § to show
the wisdom of David's selection of the seat of his
government, and its long continued results ; to

sreciate the beauty of deep und intelligent piety
in the ruler of a great nation,

Blackboard,

THE GREAT CAPTAIN.
DAVID | JESUS
IN HIS
BONE AND FLESH| HUMAN NATURE
RELATED TO
THE ISRAELITES.! ALL MEN.
THE LORD SAID:

“Thou shalt be a
Captain over
srael.””

“Thou art my
Son.”

"NOW ARE WE THE S8ONS OF GOD.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

My hope is built on nothing less.
Blest be the tie that binds,
Glory be to God on high,

No. 2,
Be with me every moment,
Breast the wave, Christi
In heavenly love abiding
My God, the spring of all my joys.
All the way my Saviour leads e,

July 1
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B. C. 1047.] LESSON IIl. THE ARK BROUG

GOLDEN TEXT. O Lord of hosts,
: Psalm 84, 12,

Authorized Version.

28am. 6. 112,

[Commit to memory verses
11, 12,

[Read 2 8am, 6. 1-2, Compare Psalm 24.]

1 Again, Da'y uthered together
men of Is'ra-el, thirty thousun A
2 And Da'vid arose, and went with ull the people
i him trom Bu'al-e of Ju'dub, to
1ee the ark of God, whose naume
¢ of the Lowrp of hosts thut
cherubim,

all the chosen

3 And they set the
il brought it out ¢
that was in Gib'e
sons of A-bin‘u-dub, drave the new cart,

t And they brought it out of the house of A-hin’
a-dab whicl was at Gib'e-al, accomipanying the
rk of God : and A-hi'n went betore the ark,

the house of Is'ri-¢l played

ark of God upon a new ecart,
o the house of  A-biy

5 And Da'vid an
hefore the Lown on
7 fir wood, even on Iy
m timbrels, and on cornets
6 And when they enme to N
wor, Uz'zali put forth 4/s
and took hold of it

T And the anger of the Lorn was J
Uz'zah, and God smote him there for 4is error :
there he died by the ark of God,

S And Da'vid was displeased, beeg
had made a breach upon Uz
the name of the place

and on psalterie
o and on eymby

wehon's threshing
hand to the ark of God,
tor the oxen shook 7¢,

wuse the Lorn
and he called
"¢'rez-uz'zah to this day,

nd Da'vid was afvaid of the I

orD that day,
I, How shall the

and ark of the Lorp come 1o

me!?

10 80 Da'vid would no
b unto him into theejr
carricd it aside into the
Git'tite,

t remove the ark of the
Y ot Da'vid - but Da'vid
house of O'bed-¢'dom the

1T And the ark of the Lonn continued in the

1ouse of O'bed-c'dom the Git'tite three months ;|
A the Lorp blessed O'bed-¢’dom, and all his

uschold, |

12 Aud it was told king Du'vid, suying, The |
> hath blessed the house of O’ hedc' and |

ull that pertaineth unto i, heeause of the ark of |
So Da'vid went and brought up the ark of ‘

God from the house of 0'bed-¢'dom nto the ity
of i

wvid with gladness, |

TIME.—-B. . 1045, PLACES, —Kijath- |
Jearimg here eulled Baale of Judah ;" Nuchon's
threshing floor; the house of Obed-edom, on or
near: Mount Zion, CONNECTING LINKS,

The multiplication of Dayid's wives and a war
With the Philistines are the two events noted he-
tween the last lesson and this, Day id brought the

had hecome the

ik to Jerusalem beeause that
Politieal eenter of a nation the government of which
Was understood to be in the hands of G
“house” and the king's house should be
gether, if the king was to be

God's

¢ to-

God's vie nt,

wner of instruments made |

|

h: and Uzzah and A-Li'o, the |
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HT TO JERUSALEM [July 19,
the man that trusteth in thee,

Revised Version,
And Da'vid again gathered together all the
ra-cl, thirty thousand, And
Du'vid arose, and went with all the people that
1

ah, to bring
d, which is ealled
nume of the Logrn of
108t8 that sitteth upon the cherubim,  And
hey set the ark of God upon a new ecart, and
rought it out of the house of A-bin‘a-dab that
ind Uzzah and  A-hi'o, the
Woeart, And
se of A-hin‘u-dab,
with the ark of God ;
And Da'vid

hey brought it out of the
which was in the hill,

ark,

and all the house of Is'riu-cl Played betore the
Lown with all manner of iustruments made of
fir wood, and with harps, and with psilteries,
and with timbrels, and with castatots, and
6 with eymbals,  And when they cane to the
threshing-floor of Nu'con, Uz'zuh put forth
hix hand to the ark of God, and t k hold of it ;
T for the oxen stumbled.  And the anger of the

amp was kindled
mote him there

inst Uzzah; and G

& o his errorg and there he
8 died by the ark « - And Da'vid was dis-
Pleased, because the Lorn had broken forth
upon Uz'zah : and he ealled that place Pe’rez-
4 uz'zahy unto this duy.  And Du'vid was afraid
of the Lorn that day ; and he said, How shall
0 the ark of the Lorn eome unto me? So Da'vid
would not remove the ark of the Lonrn unto him
into the city of Dy vid; but Da'vid carried it

aside into the house of ('}

i And

th

into the city of Du'vid witl

M

house,

it'tite,
the ark of the Loun rc mained in the
ouse of O'bed-¢'dom the Git'tite three months
1l the Lorn blessed 0’1

wed=¢'dom the

sed-¢'dom, and all his
And it was told king Da'vid, suying,
he Lonn hath Dlessed the house of O’ be
ul all that pertaineth unto him, because of the
kof God.  And Da'vid went an
e ark of' God from the |

l-¢’dom,

1 brought up
house of O'bed-¢'dom
1 joy.

HOME READINGS.
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem,
-12

9

Sam. 6,

Tu. The ark described.

W. Captured by the ened 1-11.
Th. Obedience needful. 1 Chron. 1-3, 11-14,
£. David’s psalm of praise. 1 Chron, 16, 7

S. The psalin continued. 1 Chron,

Ss Acceptable worship, Heb, 12, 1

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 118, New Canadian Hymnal.
Let him to whom we now belong.
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No. 242, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blest.

No. 125, New Canadian Hymnal,
I've reached the land of corn and wine,
And all its riches freely mine.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDEN

1. The Joyful Possession, v, 1-5
Where had the ark been for the century sinee

Eli’s death  [The story is told in 1 Sumuel, chaps

5, 6, 7.
What devout purpose now filled David’s heart ?
How extensive a pageant did he propose in its
honor ¢

Where did “ the people ™ go ?

Can you expluin the different names used in con
nection with the loeation of the ark—Baale of
Judah, Kirjath-jearim, Gibeal ? Study Deserip-
tive Index

How did the people set out to move the ork ?

What singular ignorance or negleet of the law

eoncerning the ark’s moving did they show ?

Who werein cliarge of the cart ?

Which one went before the ark ?

How did the people show their joy ¢
2. Uzzal’s Error, v, 6-9,

What has made hon's threshing floor ever
memorable in history ¢

Why did the tragedy here narrated oceur 2 Num,
4. 15.)

How could the ark be carried if it was not
touched ?

How was David affected, and why t

How did he nume the place ¢
Whom did David feg
What question did he ask ?

Was David’s fecling due to unbelic f, or to igno-

rance, or a proper desire for divine guidance ?
3. The Blessed Household, v. 10
Where had David intended to take the ark?
Where did he take it?
What was the experience of the family of Obed-

edom ?

Of what blessedness does the GoLpex Texr |

tell ¢
What did Obed-edom’s bl ssing te
What prep:
the interim ¢ (Verse 18,)
Wihere was the ark now Placed 2 (Verse 17.)
What had become of the old tabernacle ?
How long did the ark remain in the new taber-

*h David z
ween made in

on seems to lave

nacle ?
What was its later history ?
What was it< value as u rel

1s symbol ?
» all this

Had God been absent from his tabernac
century of the ark's absence ¢

|
Was God any more present after it was brought |

within the gutes of Zion?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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Practical Teachings.

L. The Isruclites broke God's law, und punish-
ment came upon un innocent mam, It is always
80, Sin involves others besides the sinner,

2. A good purpose was spoiled by a wrong
method,

3. David was earnest to serve God. Are you !

[ David feared God's wrath, Do you? Davil
waited till he knew more of God’s will Do yout

[ 4 God's presence is not to be feared. Obed
edom was made happy by it.
Where in this lesson are we taught
| 1. To be j
2. To reverence God's sanctuary ?

oyful in God's serviee ?

T'o find blessedness in God's house?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIA
CHOLARS.

1. Verses 1.5.
1. For what were the le
2. Where was Buale of Juds

assembled ¢
! Had it another

‘J 3. Describe the ark.  What were the cherubim ¢
| How should the ark have been convey

| 4 What quality did Ahio and 1

) 5. Name and describe the musical instrument

used,
2. Verses 6=9,

6. What was Uzzal's sin?  How can we aceount
for the ark shaking ?

7. Why wus God ungry? What made Uszzal

error inexcusable?  What good might result fro
his death ¢

8. Why wus David displeased ?

9. Of what was he afraid ¢ What mistuke
Duvid make ?
3. Verses 10-12.

10. For what did David wait before removir ’
the ark?  Where was it left meantime ¢

11. What good results were guined by David w
Obed-edom in the three months ! What led Davi
to decide on bring
; 12, How was its coming observed ¢

¢ the ark to Jerusalen ¢

Teachings of the Lesson,
Our wisest course is to keep religion supren
The means of grace must be steadily obsery
Best things—money, talent, energy, love—sho

We
parts of worship, If we honor G

show their should Ve thoughtful

( be used in God's service, God's people shou
[ .
| reverent in

he will give us large rewards, We may not he ul
| to build a costly house for God, but we can g

him a place in our hearts,

FOR YOUNGER
HOLARS.

What was the ark of the covenant ?

When did the Israelites carry it before them ¢
What sad thing happened one time ¢

| QUESTIO

July
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all the cho
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Who came fro
every region |
fnon and the
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his sin deserving of deat), ? It was
a sin of irreverence and disobedience,
| Where did Duvid legee 11b ark ?
Why did the Israelites let it stay so long ? What did he do three months Juter ¢

Can we be happy and usetul without the presence
of God ?

Who only were allowed to touch the ark ?

How did Duvid carry it ?

What did Uzzuh do ¢

Why did not the Philistines keep the ark ¢ Why was
What trouble did they have with it ?
Where did it stay for 4 long time?

God Teaches Me—
To be obedient to his word,
To be thoughtful und reverent,
Toseck lis presence and blessing everywhere,
LESSON OUTLINBE.
The Service of God,
I. A Namovar SERVICE, IV. A Carerer SERVICE,
All the chosen men of Lvael. v, 1, The anger of the Lovd,
Let the people praise thee,  Psalin 67, 3

3 Clean, ... bear,
His peculiar people.  Deut. 24, 18, Hear what God,

IL A Diving Service, L l;msnr:mi '\.'.:"\.lf""
The wame of the Lovd of howt., David was afraid of the Lord, v,
There will I meot thee, Exod, 29 I'hou. .. .art to be n»uvr.-.l.‘ il 74, 7,
Come boldly unto the throne, el 4, 15, op, M foah trembloth for fear, Ml 119, 190,
@ VL A Brrssen Sry 0B,
The Lord blessed (b d-edomi. v, 11,
Blessed me for thy suke, G 27,

3 Blessing of the Lord....muketh rich, Prov,
Phil. 4, 4, 10, 23,

Isa, 52, 11,
Psalm w3, 8,

v, 9,

HL A Jovrur Servicr,
Dawid ... Iorael played before the Lora, v,
Children of Zjon be joytul,  Psalm 149,
Rejoice in the Lord alway

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

The capture of Jerusalem was soon followed by the surrender of other fortresses
theentire mountain region of Pulestine by Isrucl. But the Philistines, long masters of the land, would not
Yield their sway without a struggle.  Three fierce battles were fought under the walls of the new capital,
but the tide of the e mquest had turned, und pow Philistia fell before Isruel, and even the strong city
Gath was taken by the victorious arms of David, Mountain and plain and valley, from the entering of
Hamath " to tie ¢ river of Ky PL” were now Possessed by the twelve tribe d the conquest begun
by Joshua was completed under Davyid, All the vired with a new respeet
for the powerful throne, and for the Lord Jehovan whom it represented, The time had come for u new
departure in the religious history of the chosen people,  The ark had long luin in seclusion, and the op-
dinances of worship had been in abeyance,  Saul hag slain the priests, and the Ppeople had well-nigh for-

cotten God's law,  So David resolved to place the worship of God in its prominence before the people,
For this purpose Lie Planned to bring into his new capital the ark of the cov:

f God's presence, and to surround it with
ten of all Tsrael were Summone

s and the possession of

surrounding nations were insy

ant, the shrine of the law,
A magnificent service, The representative
1 to participate in the great event.  Amid sound of trumpets and songs
and dances, the ark was brought from its hiding place, Bug o negleet to consult the luw of God brought
i sad result in the death of one who stood by the ark, and the march was delayed for three months while
the law was seare ed and God's will w a8 revealed.  Again the Procession was formed; the ancient
chest, covered from profune gaze, was borne upon the shoulders of the priests
of Benjamin, The gates of Zion were opened, and the
walls, there to rest until it should find an abiding home

und the symbol of

and carried over the hills
token of God's presence was carried within the
in the curtuined recess of the temple,

Verse 1, Again, David gathered together
all the chosen men, But not now for war, I1e
Proposed to muke the removal of the ark to Jerusa-
lem not a private act, but the act of the people 5 and

2. David arose, and went with all the
people. Il had assembled them at Baale of Jy-
duhy otherwise known us Kir_iu(h:ionriln, cleven
miles west of Jerusalem,  Qur stopy begins in Baale,
he had consulted the clders of the people™ (see | with the formation of the procession which was to
1 Chron, 13, 1-4)—thirty thousand selceted men, [ escort the ark from the privacy in which it had lain
who came from both sides of the Jordan, and from for more than SIXty years, to the new capital of the
eyery region hetween the borders of Tyre und Leb- nation. The ark of God. Not, therefore, the
tnon and the edge of Egypt, ark of Isruel, It was o chest of wood, covered with
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gold both inside and out, a little less than four fect ‘
long end u little less than two and a half feet wide, ‘
It Liud been made at the foot of Mount Sinai uecord-

ing to Moses's plans, and contained the tables of
stone.  According to the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews it contained also Aaron’s rod that budded
and a pot of manna. It belonged to that ** most
holy place ™ of the tabernacle which was seeretly
kept from the light of day, and visited only by
the high priest one day of each year—the ** day
of atonement.”

When the wrk was captured
by the Philistines the hope of Isrucl perished ; un-
til it was brought buck the nation felt that God had

deserted them ; but having been brought buck, they

lacked sutficient national fec

1z, sufficient religious
enthusiasm, to enshrine it properly in the nation’s
heart. Name. Inall Hebrew writing “ name"
stands for character, personality. The Lord of
hosts. The God of armies, hat dwelleth
between the cherubim. This does not refer
to the throne 8 God in the heavens, but to the fact
that he was believed to dwell in the ark, or on its

top, between the outstretehed wings of the golden
cherubim that surmounted it Reference is madc
to this in several other passuges, as for example
(P=alm 80, 1),

3. They set the avk of God upon anew
carts  They meant to be reverential, and so chose
acurt that had not been polluted by use;
had not pre

but they
crly studied the law, which provided
that the ark should always be borne on the shoul-
ders of the Levites,  Out of the house of A bine
adab. Wherc it had remained for seventy years,
or nearly so. That was Gibeah,
means “the hill.”  In many cases in the Old Tes-
tament it is unquestionubly a proper name but here

Gibeah

it seems to have been u locality within the limits of
the town of Buale, and the procession, forming in
some other purt of the town, had ms
wurd this hill. Uzzah and Ahio.
proper name ; Alio is not, and should be truns-
lated ““ his brother,”

4. They brought it out of the house of
Abinadab is u repetition which does not he- |
long here, In pluce of accompanying the ark
of God we should reud “ with the ark of God,”
and attuch it to the phrase, “the new eart™ at the

arched up to-

Uzzah is a

end of the last verse, so as to muke the whole read :
“Uzzah and his brother, the sons of Abinadab,
drave the new eart with the ark of God in it. Uz-
zah was probubly seated in the cart, while his |
brother led the oxen.

5. David and all the house of Israel, The
king, followed by the noble representatives of the
tribes.  Played before the Lord. Better,
**dunced to music,” voeal and instrumental, On
all manner of instruments made of fir
wood. Perhaps,  with all their might and with
singing,” is u better meaning, Harps. Stringed
instruments of many sorts. Psalteries. Smaller |
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instruments, lyres or lutes, perhaps ; very likely
they resembled modern guitars, Timbrels, Tub-
rets, tambouri Cornets. The instrument
here referred to is not that which is in other places
called cornet, and which was a metul imitation of
the horn of' the ram, 'This “ cornet” was i series
of tiny rods, loosely adjusted in a metal

and emitting a tinkling sound, Cymbals,

frume,
The

same us modern e¢ymbals,

Nachon’s threshing floor. Nuchon is,

The place

Chidon’s threshing floor in Chroni

probably, not a proper name,

. Both of
the names may have been given to the place later
i memory of the awful event that happened there,
The location is now unknown. Uzzah put forth
his hand to the ark of God. I steady it
He cither did not know the danger, or did not
think of it. The law of Moses provided that the
Kohath should they
should not touch any holy thing lest they die,”
The oxen shook ite They stumbled o
Uzzah evidently feared that the stumbli

g of the

sons of but « cen

oxen would upset the ark,

7o And now we must teach very carefully, fir
“those things were done in a figure ;" the meaning
The anger of the Lord was
Not hot temper, nor irritation,

tous is symbolie,
kindled.
dignation, if by that word we mean the feeling

nor in

that we would so deseribe when felt in our own
hearts. This was indignation to teach a lesson, [t
God had not now interfere

, his ark would have
become common and despised, forone slight would
surely be followed by others, and one aet of sever

ity such as this would result in abiding reverene

d smote him there. As with a flash of light
ning. And there he di The ark was the on
emblem of the true God in all the world ; it stood
to these early Israelites instead of ull the psalims,

and all the prophets, and histories and gospels and
epistles, The had beet
given to treat it with reverence as a symbol of 1

Most High,

lessly aside by T

most careful communds
Those commands had been set car
uh.

8. David was displeased, Intens Iy vexel
He was profoundly frightened, too.
Made a breach apon Uzzah. * Rent u rent
as if he turned him out of the nation. Pereze
uzzah. The judgment of Uzzah. To thisday.
The day of the writing of the record in this for
which may have been as lute as 400 B. €,

9. David was afraid. David's fear is perfect!y
sensible, however. It does not result in panie, 1
in intelligent action. How shall the ark of
the Lord come to me? Iud he
question sooner a human life would have be
sav

(Nee verse ¥

asked tl

s and the joy of the people would not so il
denly have been turned into mourning.

10. 8o David would not remove the ark.
He was not yet confident that he might not mal
wnother fatal mistake. Carried it aside into the
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house of Obed-edom, Wiyt led David to se-
lect this house we cannot tell ; but no sooner was
it placed there, than the eff;
increased prosperity of Obe,
tites The word indicates the place of Obed- | 1 Chron, 1
edom’s birth ; probably the Levitical city of Gath-
rimmon, though it may mean the Philistine city of

by the fuct that the ark had been left the
they judged the ark by its effect on his fam
 was seen in the | had killed U zzah 3 what would it do to Obed

| tion, mennwhile, of the Mosuic law
the flower of the nation aguin together to -

good men have special blessings within their reach,

12. It was ‘old king David, F erybody | book., This wi n
began to watch Obed-edom Just as soon as the ark
went into his house, They not only Jjudged him

| has many lessons,

CRITICAL NOTES,
For the parallel uecoult sce the thirteenth, four- | roveuls himself from upon the
teenth, and fifteenth chapters of First Clivonieles, * The name of Gl denotes all the o}
Verse 1. And David again gathered. | God througl whie
Before they were gathered for political (5. 1-31) or | in that r
military purposes (5, 1 25), but this time for re- Ochler,
ligious work. AIl the chosen me In all
thirty thousand, Probably u general invitation | done (1 Sun, 4
had been given to a1 Israel to send representa- | have followed the uncircumeised Philistines
tives. (See 1 Chron. 13, LZ%) 1t was of nationul this,
importance that the ark should be removed to the | ses (Num.
new eapital ; it was also neeessary that this trans-

7). A new e
cause it hud not been dese
fer of the tabernucle, or the ark, should be made Abinadab,
with the general consent of all Israel. Heneo this ot have been consecrated to take cly
assembly was composed of chosen men of all the *The ark had 1
tribes “ from Shihor, the brook of E,

unto the entering in of Hamath,” Dyyi
no less than his statesmanship, is seen in this
undertaking, For, while he
hibit the worship condy
(1 Chron, 21, 20), in th

Ypt, even | seventy or cighty y

ted by Zadok at Gibeon | Version whiel
rsuken tubernucle, Lo yet | near K
foresaw the advantage of having the ark and its | speak of i
precious memories in the capital under the direct
charge of his friend Abiuthar, (Comp. 1 Chron,
16.387, and 40, A careful reading of Psalins 15, 24,
6%, 101, and 132, would prove helpful to the teacher.)
2. From Baale of Judah. Bu

peared on the scene of action seems a little

however, no objee

the same us Baulah, which is identical with
Kirjath-jearim. (8 s Josh, 15, 9, and 1 Chron, 13,
6.) Inthe parallel account in Chronicles we read
o, not from, Bualuh, Ki
City) has been identified with Kur-
miles west of Jerusalem, Major (
some riles farther south, at Erma, or four miles
from Bethshemes, to which places the Philistines
had sent it (1 Sam, s, 20, £2). Instead of By
Septuaging, Luther, and others read, but e
reetly, “ from the rulers of Judgh,” The * from
thenee of the next clause is against such render-
g The ark of God, generally called theark of
the covenant, (For'a de iption of'the ark and what Samuel and
it contained, see Exod, 25, 10-20; 87. 1-9 ; Deut. 10, 2,
and Heb, 9, 4,) Which is called by the Name. Harps, or Hebrew kinnor, s
The word “ name is here equivalent to Jehovah,
The probable meaning seems to be that Jehovah | jes. Timbrels,

Scptuagint, It is probably an error of t}
who wrote two lines twice.

t-el-enab, nine | Uzzal looked after the ark,

ule the

‘——

. 4
TS

yand he gathe

-edom. The Gite David went and brought up the ark. Read
5. 2. David had mude close exami

ort

Gath, | the ark to tue city of David. With gla (ness,
11. All his h hold. The d lunts of | One should curetully read the parallel story in

Chronicles, and all the rest of the story in this
great event in the history of

Israel—great politically and great religiously—and
| 4 I ) LS ¥

rk of the covenant,

erations of
h he attests his personul prescnee
ution to which he has entered to man,”—

3. Upon anew cart,  Asthe Philistines had
. 7). The Israclites should ot

in

They should haye consulted the law of Mo-
art was sclected 1i-
1 by other work,
He wus a Levite, else his sons could
ge of the ark,
ectt in the house of Abinadab for
ars—twenty during the Philis-
8 piety, | tine oppression, forty or fifty under Samuel wnd
Saul, and perhaps ten of David's reign.— Kivkpat-
not directly pro- | pick, In the hilly not Gibeah, as in the Authorized
h was several miles distant, but a Lill
Juth-jearim,  Uzzah and Ahio. To
man's sons seventy years after he had ap-
strange,
Yet not without the range of possibility.  Thero 1s,
on for regarding the word
501" in the sense of grandsons or lescendants,

¢ may be | 4, The first part of this verse is not iy the
opyist
The verse is omitted
altogether in Chronicles, Ahio went before
h-jearim  (Forest | the ark of God. Ile guided the oxen, while

onder places it 5. Played before the Lord. They danced
to the sound of music. (See verse 14.) Offir wood,
The italics show that the words instruments
made are not in the original. But there can be no
cor- | sense in saying that they pl.yed with all kinds of
fir wood, The parallel passages in 1 Chron, 18, 8,
reads:  They played before God with all their
might, even with songs."" The Hebrew words in
Chronicles are nearly the same,
though the English translation is very different,
ome kind of a
stringed instrument. The same is truc of psaltere
An instrument of the drum or

)
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tambourine family. Castanets, The Authorized
Version has**cornet,” and isevidently incorreet, The
very form of the word shows that it was something
made of two parts ; the margin of the Revised Ver-
sion has sistra. The Egyptian sistrum, according
to Wilkinson, consisted of rings hung lmm-{_\' on
iron rods, 5o as to make a tinkling sound when
shaken. Cymbals. Two metallic plates, which
were struck together, Nothing definite can be suid
ubout any of these ancient instruments, Anyone
interested in the subject should examine the Bible
dictionaries and cyclopedias under the words, or

the general term * musical instruments,”

The threshing floor of Nachon. This
numeis given *“ Chidon * in Chronicles, This person
might have had two names ; or Nahou, meaning

*stroke,” and Chidon, * destruction,” may not be
proper names atall, * 'l'hrmhingrlw-rut'(hc::rulu:,
ordestruetion,” is perfectly appropriate. Where this
threshing floor wus is not known, hut probably in
the neighborhood of Jerusalem. For the oxen
shook it, The narrow paths along the hills were
probably very rough, so much so that the oxen
stumbled. (See 1 Chron. 13, 9,) i
7+ The anger of the Lord was kindled.

This is a current phrase in the Old Testament, and

cannot mean that Jehovah became violently angi ‘

after the manner of men, but rather that Le was di (
pleased at the utter carelessness of the people, the

complete disregard of his law, which explicitly pre- r

seribed the way for removing the ark from place to |
pluce. It was wrong, in the first place, to transport,

as the heathen were wont to transport their sacred )
vessels, in a cart; then even the Levites were not

allowed to touch it with their hands on penalty of |

deatk..  (Before proceeding any farther let every ’

!

4

!

|

|

scholar read Num. 4, 1-20, and 1 Sam. 6. 19.) Had
David and the people obeyed the law the death of
Uzzah could not have oceurred. God smote him
there for his error, The penalty, at first sight,
appears unduly severe. But let us remember that
no one can at any time violate law with impunity,
though punishment in many cuses be deferred.
When God commands our business is to obey, not
in our way, but in his way. Nothing can be a
greater hindrance to true devotion than irrever-
ence, than undue familiarity with sacred things,
May we not explain the utter failure of many a
minister and Sun
are void of reverene

v sehool teacher beecause they
)

“The great lesson for all
time is to beware of following our own devices in
the worship of God, when we have clear instrue-
1 how we are to worship him,”—

tions in his we
Blaikie,

8. And David was displeased. The pas-
sage should read ““und David was angry,” for the
word rendered “ displeased " is the same ns that ren-

dered * the anger of the Lord was kindled ” in the
preceding verse. But he was not angry with God,
but rather with himself and with the thoughtless-

[July 19.
ness of those in charge of the transfer of the ark ;
for now the work so gloriously begun must be de.
ferred, at least for a time, Perez-Uzzah, that
is, “Breach of Uzzah.” The word perezis used in
Exod. 19. 23, £., and in 5, 20, of this book, and in
both places refers t, severe Jjudgments of God,

9. David wus afraid of the Lord. Angry
at first at the awful calamity, then filled with awe
when he realized the gross carelessness of himself
and others, Most men are filled with awe in the
presence of death,

10. David would not remove the ark.
He abandons the enterprise, afraid, perhaps, to have
the ark in his city ; or, as one has suggested, “in
afit of sullen anger,” like a spoiled child because
everything does not go his own way. How often
does it happen in these days that active Christians
turn their back upon the Lord’s work simply be-
cause some unforescen unpleasantness happens ¢
Into the house of Obed-edom, the Gittite,
that is, of Gath-rimmon, a Levitical city of Dan
(Josh. 21, 24). There was another Gath-rimmon
in Manasseh (Josh, 21, 25).  We are not to suppose
that he was residing at Gath at this time, but
somewhere in the vieinity of Jerusalem, Why his
house was sclected is not known ; perhaps he was
the only man having faith enough to welcome the
ark of God,

11. The Lord blessed Obedeedom and
all his house. The Lord was in that hou e,
consequently the blessing was certain, * The
God of heaven pays liberally for his lodgings.""—
Hall. The ark brought blessing to Obed-edom
and death to Uzzah, This proves that the two men
differed in spirit. It is spirit in which we serve ;
God is the important thing.

12. It was told king David, saying, ** The
Lord hath blessed,” ete. Obed-edom’s house would

be watched with great interest. No one would be
more concerned than the king himself, In what
way this good man was blessed is not said, though
Josephus informs us that he was made rieh in
David went up and
brought the ark. He had now had time to in-
e the matter, and had concluded that none
but Levites could carry the ark of God (1 Chron.
15. With joy. A great feust was instituted,
which is fully deseribed in the next six verses of
this chapter and in the parallel account in 1Chron.
15 and 16, It was for this oceasion Psalm 24 wus

composed.

worldly possessions,

Thoughts for Young People,
Lessons from the Death of Uzzah,

Ve The swiden death of Uzzah showed that there
is a God in Israel, whose cyeis upon his people
who watches their acts, and holds them to a strict
personal nccount, * Thou, God, seest Me."

2. It showed that God is not merely merc{ful and
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P Just anger, and h [ found on the earliest
ities of wrath and punishment; so that it is the Hebre
1ot safe for sinners to trust presumg
divine long-sutfering,  Goq
wicked every day.”

3. Ltawakened atte wtionthroughout all the land to
the importance of God's worskip ; called men to
think of God who had never thought of him be.-
fore, and placed divine things prominently before
the nution, at, after a long

4o 1t made God's people reverent in their thought | tine of bondage, the Isruclites Joft Egypt without
and worship, so that during the after centuries rev- having even learned the length of the yeur,” He
erence was a trait of Isruel, and many lives were suys he does not find any of the idolatries or super-
preserved by the loss of one, « Be still, and know stitions of the Isruelites to be derived from Egyp-
that Tam God,” tian sources,” Purely eternyl resemblances muy

5. 1t a/mny//uuul_/in'!/l,

by the assurance that | no doubt be discovered i, abundanee, but evidence
the ark was not an empty symbol, byt that God | of the transmission of ideas will |
wus indeed among his people, ¢ Feyr thou not, for vain,”
I am with thee; be not dismayed, for | am thy
God,”

6o/t made God's b1, SSing upon the house of Obed-
cdom all the more noticeable by the contrast, and
thuy encouraged the hearts of Godrys worshipers,
* I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; ye
I will uphold thee with the right armof my
ousness, "

Assyrian monuments, Thut
W Cherubim above the ark were like
tuously to the these has certainly not been shown, though Hard-
is angry with the wicke thinks they were compounded figures of four
parts. . There is no doult but that the Cherubim of
the Hebrew and the Sphinx of Egypt were held 1o
represent totally antagonistic conceptions, Renouf
denies that the Hebrews borrowed any of their
religious ideals from the Egyptians, and adds: It
ought to be a mutter of wonder th

e sought in

Verse 5, « Al manner of instruments made of
fir wood, even on hurps, and oy psalteries, and on
limhrrls.umlum-urncla and on eymbuls,” Renout,
in The Religion or Ancient Egypt says: “The
carliest monuments show the use of a great variety
of musical inat-’mm-nta‘ﬂu(c.ﬁ, pipes, hatps, guitars,
Iyres, and tambourines—and they give represen -
tations of concerts in

righte-

Tt led to searching the long-ne
(o, und more fuithfy] obedience
 Rearch the Scriptures,”

which human  voices are
combined with the sounds of severy instruments,
Wilkinson in his Aucient  Egyptiany * wcifies
the sume things,

glected Iaw o
to its commun s,

The psulteries resembled modery gyit
) y probably myel, smaller, The corne
Orientalisms of the Lesson, horn of thut name,
| metal rods loosely x¢
Timbrels were

ars, though
t was not our
but o mety) frame with sigll
80 that they could be shaken,
of the nature of tambourines, The
music of the Kusy s of a weird unq plaintive
character, of wljjel, Dr. Trumhul) Justly remarks ;
acia: wood, | “Onee heard  can never be forgotten, Geikie
such as was used in the entire tabernacle, There | speaks of the music of reed pipe he heard in the
is good authority to believe thag facucia trees st region of Guza—y thick reed pierced with holes and
exist in the Arabian desery of sufficient diameter to closed at the top, which was limited in capacity to
ullow the suwing out of single slabs of the dimen- the production of a few changes in & higher or
sions of the ark, Two gold rings on each side | deeper drone “distressing to unaceustomed ears,
served for the insertion of two gold-covere poles | which the flocks of sheep follow, and which was
by which it wus carried, and whiel, remained with | clearly a delighy to the sons of the desert, and
it when it wus gt rest, . When carried it was formed in ancient times, y ith the harp and timbrel,
covered with the vyj) of blue cloth over the badger | t)¢ 1usic of the dunce 1y fore the tents, when the
skins of the eurtains of the tabernacle, flocks and herds had come home, or the shepherds

The suered ritual of wovera) ancient nations umused themselyes o gy Pustures.  He says there
included o Processional in whieh something similur | o o such gludsome mysie heard in Palestine to-
tothe chest, or ark, sometimes in the form of 4 bout, | duy, us one is accustomed to in Western lands; g4
Was carried wigh musieal accompaniment ay great | nasal song, fit for a dirge, is all one evel

Pomp on the shoulders of priests, The Etruseans, | vy Lennep tells us (Bibie
Greeks, and Romans  obseryed similar Proces- | present the wing instrument
sons,

The sacred Ark of the Jews way o chest,  This
chest was a box aboug four and u hulf fue
two and a half feet deep and wide, cove
sides with pure gold; the upper surfuce
rim of pure gold. It wus made of gey

t long, by
red on yl|
had also 4

r hears,”
Lands, p, 611y that at
s are few, and confined
to several kinds of flutes, one of hich, the ¢ Nuy,”

Thus the Cherubim haye been likeried (o Egyp- | is exclusively confined to religions serviees, It js
tian Sphinxes of the times of Pharaoh, There a reed eighteen inches long, with «

y l ducing notes, nnd it js

holes for pro-
tremely diffioult to pro-
instrument occurs on the

were three sors of these Sphinxes. varying as to
form of man and lion, ram and lion, Jiopn and* | duce sound on.  This
hawk, These compound symbolie figures are also Egyptian monuments,
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By Way of Illustration, ‘

Verses 140, Reverence, In the carly ages igno- |
rant and unspiritual men had to be trained in cor-
tain outward observances which would lead them
The name Jehovah was held in
In reading the Seripture it
was pussed over in silence; some other name of
God less sacred was substituted for it, and the true
pronunciation was lost. That which scems to us

toward reverence,

serupulous re;

the superstitious treatment of a nume was the deep-
ening in the hearts of the people of the sentiment
of reverence. The name stood for the Person.
They were thus made to feel that God ought to be
honored.  The sccond sentence of the Lord's
Prayer enforces this teaching, The third com-
mandment includes this thought, Washington
Gladden.,

Ferse 11, “ Where does Jesus Christ live " was
asked by a mission Sunday school teacher of o
little girl whose home and’ family had been up-
lifted and civilized through the efforts of u Chris-
tian missionary, e lives in our ulley now,”
answered the ehild, eonte ntedly,

The meaning of Imnanuel is “God with us”
What a privilege, when Christ
have him in our own home ! We qre not surprised
that Mary and Martha were blessed. We are not
surprised that Obed-edom’s houschold was hlessed.
And it is our privilege just as truly to have God
with us,

was on carth, to

Perse 12, 1€ Psalms 15 and 101 were written at

this time, as ix thought, then David spent these |

three months while the ark of God was in the house
of Obededom in preparation for its coming to Zion,
He says in Psalm 101 2: % 1 will hehave myself
wisely in a perfeet way. O when wilt thou come
untome T will walk within my house with a per-
feet heart,™

Dr, A
change which came to his church fron
had. e dreamed that one Sunday Christ came
into his church and sat down in the pew and
At once the preacher
was filled with questioning,  Would Christ approve
of the xermont Would he he pleased with an ex-
ind high-priced pews and a riehly-

tells of the
dream he

Gordon, in a little hook,

stayved through the service,

pensive choir
gation? The impression

dressed, exelusive eongr
made on Dr. Gordon was so strong that he grew
very anxious to have only such a church serviee as
Christ would approve, should he come, Conse-
quently the expensive choir and high-pri
vanished, and the church in all its services g

truly evangelieal, while the members grew Christ-

like in spirit and aim,

Before the Class,
Bricfly review the last two lessons, in which we
have found the steps by which David beeame King 1
of Tsrael and the responsibilitics which he felt that

ed pews

his position brought. He, has now conquered the
Philistines, established his capital, and begun the
transformation of the tribes into a nation, What
could better unite them or contribute to the per
manency of his rule than the centralization of th
religious life at Jerusalem?  For years past Gilgal,
Bethel, Shiloh, Mizpeh, Nob, and other towns hal
been esteemed sacred places, The presence of th
ark and the new ritual of worship which he would

establish would give Jerusalem the precedence over
these,

But David hud other and better motives tha
these, For many years the ark, the symbol of t
presence of Jehovah, had been neglected, for the
people **sought not unto it in the days of Suul,
and, e rrespondingly, God had been forgotte
Now he, whom God had exalted, would exalt his
hefore the people,

Follow the story of the
(1 Chron. 13, 1-6), the disregard of God’s con
. 14, and Nunu. 4. 15), and the sud

Tell'of Duvid’s fear to go farther
its being placed in the home of

ithering of the peopl:

mands (Exod,

den punishment
with the ark, of
Obed-edom, and ofthe prosperity which came ther
David, seeing that it brought only blessing, agai
d the people, and in strict obedience to tl
As you deseri

gather
law it was brought to Jerusalem,
the approach of the procession to the royal cit
have the twenty-fourth Psalm read and deseribe it
use. The day elosed with feasting and thank-

giving.
Saul had negleeted the ark (1 Chron, 13, 8), slui)
the priests (1 Sam. 22, 16-20), and estranged t]

prophets; the nation had sutfered from his selt-cer
David, that he might ** fici
ges of the divin

tered government,
' would (1) bring the privileg
1ee to himself, and (2) honor the worship of
Jehovah so that it could not be forgotten by the
Well might the nation rejoice on such u

people
dy

For the application reeall the thoughts that

some ficld for which God has especially fitted us
may attain sucecess by following his guidance, «

| that this attainment is a trust from God to be u
for others. I God has called us from the she
cotes to feed his people, surely we shall need to put
ourselves in closest relation to him,  Nor cm
better serve others than by helping them to rea
that God's presence is with his children whilc
labor for their minds and bodies,

As the house of Obed-edom was blessed in 1l
sheltering of the ark, so whatever in our live
hallowed by the presence of God is prospered. A«
the nation was blessed when the ruling power
the worship of God went hand in hand, so we s
find most of peace and prosperity when the ru
motives of our hearts are linked closest with 1
ent love for him. Perhaps in some lives the arl
God has been forgotten even while he has |
giving success to our dearest plans, , Let us br

1
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itup to ti t hearts, wh, k and
throne may rest side by side.  But let us not think
that by mcans of
tion the
real

any new cart of our owy construe-
rendjustment can be effected.  There iy 4
andd true relation between our deepest spiritual

experiences und the dearest hopes of oup everyday

lives, but it must be found in God's uppointed
Wiy, Godliness is profitable unto all things,"
but “Seck yo first the kingdom of Gog and his

ness, and

righteo
unto you,"

all these things shall be added

Blackboard,

BROUGHT To Jerusavem

72

THE ARK OF GOD
BROUGHT

DEATH | BLESSING

TO
UZZAH | OBED-EDOM
BECAUSE oF
DISOBEDIENCE, | TRUST.,

—

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in
thee,”

SUNDAY Scmo OL B/

| Teachers’ Meeting,
Show the time, circumstances, cte., of the lesson,
bringing out the fuct that David's first care in his

reign was for the interest of God's worship, un ex-
umple to rulers. . ., The places in the lesson, draw
Hiapy and show surroundings. .., What the ark rep-

resented to Israel.. . How the ark happened to be
at Baale of Judah.,.. Wiyt Was right and what
wrong in this journey ¢, .. . The of Uzzah,
Why it was neo ssary, and what benefits came from
it. A\l'l""l"ll*lll‘_'lll‘f"l'\.HIIII'_"'t‘“]Il('.“ v« Whose
conduct to-duy was illustrated by Uzzul ¢

* matter about the actions if the
ght; " those who tuke part in publie
worship in mn.umr-“urm-uv.vr.-m manner ; those

fute

Those

who say,

| heart is

who set up their own standards in place of God's
word, ete., ged in the ex-
What is here taught cop-
cerning the worship of God ¢
we warned ?

o what are we encoury,

ample of Obed-edom ?

(1) Irreverence ;
| law; (3 Presumptuous trust in

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1,
Onward, Christian soldic rs,
Ilove thy kingdom, Lord
When that ¢
Jerusalem, t

ous morn shall come,
* eolden,
Father, lead thy little children.

o

No,

Lord of the wo

lds above,

Within thy house, () Lord.

Praise the Lopd,

Still, <till with thee,

My God, the spring of all my joys,

References,
Freemax., Ver, o The Cherubim, 14
Ver, 5: The Harp. 61: The Peglte Y,
Timbrel, #1; the *Cormet " (Sistrum) 279,
bals, 454,

Cym-

e ——

B. C. 1042, LESSON 1v,
GOLDEN TEXT.

Authorized Ve, sion.
[Read the whole of chapter 7,
2Sam, 7, 41=16.

[ Commit to MEmory verses
12, 13,
pass that night, that the word
AORD came unto Na'than, saying,

5 Go and tell my servant Da'vid, Thus saith the
Lokn, Shalt thou build me o house for me to dwell
¢

tAnd it came to
ofthe I

GODn’s PROMIS
In thee, 0 Lord, do 1 Put my trust,

TO DAVID,

Psalmi 71,1,
Revised Versia

4 And it came night, that the

word of the Lonrn came 'mto Nu'than,
5 Go and t

[July 2@,

to pass the same
saying,
1 my servant Dy’ id, Thas saith the
Lorn, Shalt thoy build me an house for me to
6 dwell in? for [ have not dwelt in an house sinee
the day that 1 brought up theehildren of Is"ra-0l
outof E'gypt, even to this day, but have w alked

D—
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6 Whereas | have not dwelt in any house since
the time that I brought up the children of Is'ru-¢
out of E'gypt, even to this day, but have walked
in a tent and in a tubernacle.

7 Inall the places wherein I have walked with
all the children of Is'ru-el spake I « word with uny
of the tribes of Is'ru-el, whom I commanded to feed
mf’ people I8'ru-el, suying, Why build ye not me
a house of cedar ¢

8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my serv- |

ant Da'vid, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, I toc
thee from the sheepeote, from following the sheep,
to be ruler over my people, over Is'ru-cl :

9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou went-
est, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy
sight, and have made thee a gr
the name of the great men that are in the earth,

10 Morcover I will appoint a place for my people
Is'ru-el, und will plant them, that they may dwell
in a pluce of their own, and move no more ; neither
shall the children of wickedness affliet them any
more, us beforctime,

that 1 commanded judges
ra-el, and have caused thee
Also the Lorp
a h“\l.\'l',

11 And assince theti
to be over my people Is
to rest from all thine enem
telleth thee thut he will muke the

12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou
shalt slecp with thy fatliers, I will set up thy seed
after tl which shall proceed out of thy bowels,
and I will establish his kingdom.

18 He shall build a house for my name, and T
will stablish the throne of his kingdom forever.

14 T will be his father, and he shall be my son.
If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the
rod of men, and with the stripes of the children ot
men :

15 But my merey s
him, as 1 took i¢ from §
fore thee.

16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall he
established forever before thee: thy throne shall be
established forever,

il not depart away from
aul, whom I put a

name, like unto |

I Tin a tent and in a tabernacle. In all pluces
wherein I have wulked with all the children of
I8'ru-el, spuke I u word with any of the trives
of Is’ra-el, whom I commanded to feed my peo-
ple Is'ru-el, saying, Why have ye not built me
an house of cedar? Now therefore thus shalt
thou say unto my servant Du'vid, Thus saith
the Lorop of hosts, I took thee from the sheep-
cote, from following the sheep, that thou
shouldest be prince over my people, over Is‘ra-el :
and I have been with thee whithersoever thou
wentest, and have eut off ull thine encmies from
before thee ; and I will muke thee o great nume,
like unto the nume of the great ones that are in
the earth. And I will apnoint a place for my
people Is'ra-el, and will plant them, that they
may dwell in their own place, and be moved no
more; neither shall the children of wicked-
ness afflict them any more, as at the first, and as
from the day that I commanded Jjudges to be
over my people Is'rasel; and I will cause thee
to rest from all thine enemies. Moreover the
Loro telleth thee that the Lorp will make thee
12 an house. When thy days be fulfilled, and

thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up

thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out ot

thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.
13 He shall build an house for my name, and |

will establish the throne of his kingdom for-
14 ever. T will be his father, and he shall be my

son : if he commit iniquity, I will chasten him

with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the
15 children of men ; hut my merey shall not depurt

from him, as T took it from Saul, whom [ put
16 away before thee. And thine house and thy

»

kingdom shall be made sure forever before thee ;

thy throne shall be established forever,

TIME.—B. C. 1042, PLACE.—The royul
palace in Jerusulem, CONNECTING LINKS.
—After the ark was brought to Jerusalem we are
told (2 8am. 6. 18-20) thut David removed it into the
tahernacle, and later thut Nathan approved David's
purpose to build God a house (2 Sum. 7. 1-3).

HOME READINGS,

M. God's Promises to Davi
. David’s response, 2 Sam. 7.
W. The promise remembered,

1-10.
The promise fulfilled. 1 Kings 8. 12-21.
Precious promises, Psalin 1:

A firm covenant. Jer. 33, 14-22,

8. The established throne. Heb. 1. 1-12,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 138, New Canadian Hymnal.

M* hope is built on nothing less

'han Jesus' bl and rightenusness ;

Idare not 1rust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on J. sus’ name

No. 139, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jesus, thy Blood and Righteousncss
My beauty are, my glorious d:ess;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed.
With joy shall I litt up my head.

No. 136, New Canadian Hymnal.
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea-billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
1t is well, it is well with my soul,

|
1 QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDE

1. David’s Work, v. 4-11.
What had David purposed and Nathan encour
aged? (Verses 2, 3.)
From whom did a message came to Nathan !
What question was Nuthun to ask ¢
Since what time had God not dwelt in a house!
Where had he revealed himself ¢
What further question was asked about a house !

July
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When had the Lord taken David to make
king¢
What three things had the Lord done for him ¢
Since what time had Israel been afflicted ¢
Who had given to David peace! (Verse 1,)
What promise did the Lord now make ¢
2. Solomon’s Work, v. 12-16,
Who was to be ruler after David's death ¢
What good work would he do for the Lord ¢
What would the Lord do for him ?
What would he be to the Lord, and the Lord to
him ¢
What would oceur if he did wrong ¢
What promise of merey was made ?
Whose kingdom shoulid endure ! How long ¢
What says the GoLogy Texr about whom to trust ?
Who was the true suecessor of David?  Matt,
21 9,

What part may we have in the promise to David ?
Practical Teachings,
What are we taught in this lesson—
1. Concerning the duty of gratitude to God ?
2. Concerning the privilege of covenant with
G
3. Concerning the promises of God ¢

1t

Where are we shown—
1. That God knows our thoughts ¢
2. That God honors our good intentions ?
3. That God rewards all good works ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Verses 4«11,

4. What night is meant in this verse ! Why did
God send this message so promptly ¢

6. Why did God prefera tent to A temple ¢
long did he dwell in the tabernacle ¢

7. Had God asked for a temple up to David's
time?

8. Why did God te
shepherd ? .

9. How did God show he was with David ?
From what enemies had he shiclded him? ow
great had he made him ?

10. W

tivity ¢

How

11 David of his early life 4

a

did they move from Cangan into cap-
How did God punish them ¢
11. What promise was made to David ¢

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANN
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2. Verses 12-16.

12. Did David’s eldest son succeed him?  How
was the nation established ?

18. What house did Solomon build ?

14. Asa Father what does God do forust What

should we render him in return !
16. How long did David’s fumily continue ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.

It is right to make some public acknowledgment
of great mercies. In the count of God desires are
deeds.  God has wise reasons for putting aside his
servants,  What we are not allowed to do w ill yet
be done.  We should trace the hand of God in the
events of daily life. Correction may be a proof of
love, No good deed is lost.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Over what did David now reign ¢

Where did he live in his house of cedar?
Jerusalem,

Who was Nathun ?

Of what did David speak to him one day ?

Who knew the thought in David’s heart ?

Who knows all our thoughts ?

Through whom did the Lord speak to David?

What is a prophet? Ome to whom the Lord
reveals his will,

Did the Lord want David to build him a house ?
(1 Chron. 2. 8,)

How had he gone with
wilderness ?

What did the Lord promise he
Israel ?

What did he say he would build for David ?

Whom did he say shonld reign after David ?

What son of David’s was afterward king? Sole
omon.

What beautiful promise did the
David ¢

his people through the

would make for

Lord give to

Promises for Me,
“Lo, Tam with you always, even unto the end
of the world.”  (Matt, s, 20.)
*“And will be a Father unto you.”
18.)
“ Surely goodness and merey
(Psalm 23, 6.)

(2 Cor. 6.

shall follow me,”

Seven Attributes of God.

L Tue Diving Persoxavry,
Thus saith the Lond, v,

Thou art God alone, Psalm 8¢
Is there a God besides me ¢

IL The Divixe Avtnoriry,
Go and tell my servant David, v, 5,

10,
. 44, 8,

i the Lord, . ., keep all his statutes, Deut,
6 |
The Lord reigneth ., .clothed with majesty,

Psalm 93, 1,

IIL Tue Divise Seiimoariry,
Have walked in a tent. ., Jtabernacle, v. 6,
Ye....saw no similitude. Deut, 4, 12,
God is a Spirit. John 4, 24.

IV. Tuk Diving Omxtrorence,
1 took thee. ., .to be ruier, v, 8.
I am the Almighty God, Gen. 17. 1.
The Lord God omnipotent reigneth,
19, 6.

Rev,
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V. Tur Divine Forkxnow, EDG

Justice and judgmient . , ««thy throne,
He will make thee a houge, v, 11

S0, 14,
God is no respocter of persons,  Acts 10, 54,
VII Tue Diving Mig ]
My mercy shall not depare, v, 15,

Known unto God, .. 4l his works,  Acts

God knoweth all things. 1 Jo
VL Tue Diving Justice,
If he commit indquity, . . .will . v. 14,

The Lord is mercity) and gracious, Psului 103, 8
| He delighteth in e rey.  Micah 7. 18

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
1 General Statement.

The kingdom of Israel is now at peace, extending over the twelve tribes, honored by its friends
feared by its foes, T'he capital on Mount Zion is enlurging its borders an
pulace of the king looms up above the houses, und beside
sfter its long wandering, The hour has come for

Liner

ASINg its population ; the
it stands the tabernacle, where the ¢
4 new revelation of GGoc
shadow of Kden's closed gute God gave the first dim promise of One

k rests

I's plan of redemption. By the
who should come to heal the
serpent’s sting, Twenty centuries rolled away, and then the Almighty ealled forth the family of Abry
bam and promised that in it should ull the earth b blessed. Two hundred years luter from (he dying
Lips of Jucob broke the propheey thatin Judah's line the Shiloh should
bor six centuries, while the divine plans were awaiting a fit houp
down the future to narrow the field of prophec
should come to Israel and to the world,

appear.  Then silence reigned
in which to point with clearer light
'y and to mark out the line through which the Mes
That hour has now daw ned, and to David
assurance that in his family the royal honor shall re m

s the king, is given the
uin until his kingdom shall culminate in u thron
David sees beneath him the modest tent whicl
1l (Il his hone
sutshine that which is the emblem of the Lord’s presence,  He plans to build 4 temple which shall be o
worthy dwelling place of the Most High. The Lord uccepts his IS purpose, but reserves its nccom
plishment to & more fitting time, and then makes to him the glud announcement that his house shall
Sit upon the throne forever; that from him shall proceed o line that
shall encompass all the earth,

never to puss away.  Walking upon the roof of his pu
enshrines the urk of the eove nant. A loyal servant of

he resolves that no longer s

wll never end, and a kingdom thyt

Verse 4. It came to pass that night.  The | God, who hus always hest
night following the duy on which King
) told Nathan of his plan to build a magnifi

owed spiritual privileges
wid had | as fust us they ean be taken advaht
nt tem- | the line of IHebrew prophets,
ple to Jehovah, and had received the prophet’s ap- | dently a profoundly con
/ proval and blessing, The word of the Lord

age ofy instituted

Nathan was evi-

seientious and God-fearing

4 came unto Nathan, Whether the * wo 5. My servant David., As indulgent
audible or not, whether Nuthan was asle mother might suy “ Darling” before she Zave
swake when the vision came, we cannot tell.  Da- | some kindly reproof, Shalt thou build me an
vid’s intention was praiseworthy, and Nathan's = house for me to dwell ? This implics u
ussurance thut God was plessed was well by i | negative—% Thou shalt not,” God approves the

" but, after all, both king and prophet are to learn pious desires of his people even when he does not
that God hasother plans, This isofone the earliest | nec pt their plans,
incidents which show to us the sudden develop- 6. Whereas, “ Sipee,” I have not dwelt

ment of a new institution in Isracl—that of the | in any honse, * [{oyse in this place meuns «
Prophet, Many men herctofore had n cived spe- | structure of woo
eiul direction from God, but most of these men, | In A tent and in a tabernacle. The wor

sinee the days of Moses, had been called to do spe tor tabernacle means the framework of the tempy

einl executive work as judges,” and the divine rary home ; the word for tent re rs to the coverings
guidance was given fora s ial end.  There had which completed the wande rer’s habitation. 8

been little or no established form of government,
and “every man did that which wus right in his
own eyes.,”  Now, ¢ y 4 king
stituted; there was g fixed herec

or stone in contrast with a tent

long as the Jews were unfixed in their residenc
God is said to have walked with them, And
n had been in- | even now, five hundred years afterward, while his
ary government; | servants have fine mansions, n
and now the nation must inevitably sink in its erected to him,
ideals us low as the unspiritual ki

house has yet beer
This is exactly what Day id fecls
oms about it | and what led to his proposal to build a temple

itsome fixed | 2, AN the places wherein 1 have walked
n with the Most High— | with an the children of Israel, Ditferent
fone means fur more dircet and personal thun | geographical centers, which 1
vould be supplied by the priesthood. To this end cause

it there be not at once provided fo
method of communien

secame holy places be-
iod’s tubernacle stayed there, Zion was such

was
glory
of eu

Beean
God’s
a gr
was 1
of the
was p
his rej
group

10,
plant
deeply
wicke
course,

ness to

Davie
had bee
salem,
and peg
this per
idea of |
atensils,
vah, T
God of ]
harmoni
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see 1 Chy

Verse
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a pluce, Kirjuth-jearim had been, and Shiloh, and
others,  Spake
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|

I a word with ay y of the |

tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to |

feed my people 2 This is a direct reference to
the age of the Judges. At various times God had
chosen u leader, or Judge, or ¢ shepherd "—y iy
like Gideon and Jephthal, who for 4 time was to
rule part or ull of Isryel, God’s question is, Did |
ever command any of these to build me a temple ¢
A house of cedar, A costly building, e
Tyrians built largely of cedar wood,

8. I took thee from the sheepcote,
“From the pasture,” 8o then all David's glory
came from God,

9. I was with thee, “Jt wus I who killed
Goliath; it was I who saved thee from Suul; it was
1 who gave thee favor with the tribe of Judah; it
was I who led thee step by step to thy present
glory.” What God said
of cach of us. Cut off all thine enemies,
Beeause David had identified himself with God,
God’s enemies were David’s enemics, Made thee
a4 great name. Wit 4] David’s blunders he
Was not only the greatest king of Isracl,
of the greatest men of history ; and his greatness

but one

was peculiarly shown Just now, in the morning of

his reign, by his having elevated an insigniticant
group of tribes and clans into

10, 1 will appoint, Have appointed. Win
plant. Have planted, The national life is now
deeply rooted. Neither shall the children of
wickedness afflict them any more, (f
course, all this was conditional on Israel's faithyl-
ness to God,

i great empire,

of David he says relatively |

| from hiw

429

11, Have caused thee to rest,
with the turbulence of the
Will make thee a house,
house for will secure u royal houschold
tor David, un enduring dynasty,

12, Twill set up thy seed. This promise in-
cludes Solomon and all his royal sue

In contrast
time of the J
David had proposed

sors, and
Jesus Christ, the supreme fulfillment

13. He shall build a house for my name.
David was fuvored with the privilege of making
great preparations for this temple, which was after-
ward built by Solomon, A great abundance of
material was gathered by the earlier king and.used
by the later one, But this is not the only mean-
ing of the promise, Solowon built the temple at
Jerusalem; Jesus built the spiritual temple which
endures forever,

14, I will be his father, and he shall be
my 80om. A sweet promise of mutual love, |
will chasten him, « Wlat son is he whom the
futher chusteneth not With the rod of men,
and with the stripes,  That is, Just as human
futhers ure compelled at times to punish their chil-
dren, so | may be compelled to punish xome of thy
descendants;

includes also

but it will be simply correetion, sim-
ply guidance, training,

15. My mercy shall not
I will not desert hiy

16. Thine hounse and thy kingdom shall
be established forever, « The posterity of
David,» suys Keil, * could only last forever by
running out in a person who lives forever; that is,
by culminating in the Messialy, of w} kingdom
there is no end,”

depart away

CRITICAL NOTES,

David was now in his eley
had been removed to the new tabernacle at Jderu-
salem, the enemies of Isracl had been subdued,
and peace reigned over the cntire land, It was ot
this period of inactivity that Duvid conceived the
i of building an elegant temple with altars and
uatensils, where sacrifices oo, Id be offered to Jeho-
val.  This would not only
God of Israel, hut it would also tend to unite and
harmonize all the people.  But here, gs often, man
proposes and God disposes.  (For parallel account
sce 1 Chron, 17,)

Verse 4, 1t came to
How long after the
Possible to say, byt evidently
ward,  See verse
read : “ When the

int palace, the urk

pass that night,
removal of the ark it js im-

some years after-
1 of this chapter, where we
king dwelt in his house,

show his fuith in the |

and |

the Lord had given him rest from all his ene- |

mies.”  This would place the time after the
described in chapter 8. The worg of the
Lord came, 1y, on (verse 17). Nathan,
One of the heroes of history, & man who hesitated
not to rebuke the mighty king for his great sin with
Bathsheba (12, L2Y). He was the tutor and friend

wars

D

of 8 lomon, and aided greatly in plicing him on
the throne, (See 12, 95 and 1 Kings 1, %
generally supposed that e wrote large §
the Books of Sumuel, Kings, and Chronicles,
1 Chron, 2 and 2 Chron, g,
was king, it
lation to
the heavenly King revealed his will to

5. My servant David,
sparingly used in the Bible,
Moses, Joshua, and the Messiah. Thus saith
the Lord, Thisisg direct revelation from God,
and in direet contradiction with what Nathan had
before advised (verse 3) on his own responsibility.
Shalt thou build me a house ? The pro-
noun rendered * thoy is expressed in Hebrew, and
therefore very emphatie, as if expressing surprise
at the i A
tive answer is ¢y pected,
of n question, we haye
build me an house,”

6. I have not dwelt in any housa, cte,
The import is clear, The time had not fully come
for such an und rtuking, the people were not ready

(See
Though David
seems that Nathan stood in closer re-
Jehovah, for it was through Nathan thut

29.)

David.
This same title is
but it is given to

ording to Hebrew idiom a nega-
In1 Chron. 17, 4, instead
the simple “* Thou shalt not




e —
for such u change. Jehovah had signally blessed
the Hebrews while worshiping in the taberna

*The wandering tent had been designed to give o
truer idea of the spiritual worship of Almighty God
than was conveyed by the magnificent structures of
Egyptian idolatry.”—Deane, Have walked in
a tent and in a tabernacle. Tihe Hebrew
word "okel, generally translated * teng, may refer to
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| th

tlu-wm(u‘xmur.-u\.»nn-_r. while tabernacle (meixhehan) |

refers to the framework of the tent. Bug probably
no such distinction was intended by the prophiet.
What a glorious thought! God condescends to
dwell not only in the magnificent temple, but also
in the humble tent.  Best of all, he loves to dwell
in the heart of everyone who fears hin,

7. Spake I a word ¢ Iluve [ over hinted that
I wanted a palace for myself? With any of the
tribesof Israel, In Chr tieles, as in the margin,
we have * judges * for “tribes.” No matter what
tribe—whether Levi in the time of the wandering

in the wilderness, Ephraim in the duys of Joshua, |

Dan in the time of Sumson, or
days of Saul—held the
nished the high pri

Benjamin in the

ns of government or fur-

st, judge, or ruler, Jehovalh ut
no time had required any tribe to build o perma-
nent edi for his worship. To feed my
people. The word rendered *“ to feed » js u general
term, including all the duties of o shepherd, not
merely to provide feed, but to care for them in
every way. A good king is a good she pherd.  1le

does not simply live on his people, but eares and
provides for all their wants. (Sce verse 2 in L sson
IL.) House of cedar. Ced
in the construction of palace 10t only
in Palestine, but in Bubylonia and the neighboring

was extensively use
id temples,

lunds,

8. The Lord of hosts. Jehovah Sabaoth, the
commander of the
planets, and stars,
heavenly beings (1 Kings 22. 19: Jer, s, 2, und

rmies of the skies, the sun,

us well as the angels and othier

Dan, 8. 10). From the sheepeote, Cote is o
small hut where sheep or other animals are k pt.

** Pasture " is a better translation of the Hebrew than |

* eote,” since the word means the place where they |

feed, rather than where they are shut up at night,
(Comp. Psulm 78, 70, 79 Prince over my
people. ““ Leader ™ is better than ¢ prince.” God
seleeted David when a humble shepherd, 8o in
ge of the world, leaders
chosen by Jehovah often come from the lowliest
walks of life, both in Chureh and State.  Thix was
true of the twelve apostles, Martin Luther, Lincoln,
and thousands besides,

I have been with thee. David had no
ditticulty in recalling the narrow escapes, the

our day, and in every

special providences which had been over him,
8o in the life of every good man now, it is his
privilege to know that God cares for him under all
circumstances, and to hear the voice of the Good

Shepherd, saying, “I am with you alivays, even |

unto the end of the world.” Have cut off all

pies,  David, though often perse-
cuted, had come off more than conqueror, as
any one may sce by reading his history, I will
make thee a great name. under
David and Solomon, became really a great nation

The name of David, aecount for it as you may, is
as famous as that of any king or ruler in the annals
of history, <

10. I will appoint a place. Up to the
time of David affairs had been in an unstable state,
Though Canaan wus divided in the time of Joshug,
and the people were then subdued, yet there had

not been a strong centry government up to this
time. And be moved no more, Or, hetter, “And

feel no more anxiety, nor tremble any more.”  The

verb does not mean move from one place to
another, but, rather, feel disturbed in mind,
Neither shall the childre of wickedness
afflict them any more. T fulfillment of
these promises depended upon the faith, obedi

ence, and loyaiiy of the children of Israel, God
cannot in the very nature of things compel men to
be, good, but unless they are good they cannot re ap
the full harvest of God’s blessings. As at the
first.  During the formative per of Israel i
Egypt.

11. And as from the day that I come
manded judges. During that long period of mis-
rule under the judges. T will cause thee to rest.
The Authorized Version and the margin of the Re
vised Version have the perfeet tense. 1t is better,
however, to retain the future, as in the Revised Ver-
sion, since rest was to begin now. The Lord will
make thee a house. You cannot build «
house for Jehovah, but he will build thee u palacc

The people at this time were comparatively poor ;
they“had neither time noy moncy to build a temple
worthy of Jehovah, a palace worthy of the heav
enly King.  Besides, David had bheen a warlike

man, and had shed too much blood (1 Chron
8, and 28,
wars he fought, for they were generally defensive
While f
good work ; neverthe less, such work disqualified

David was not responsible for the

ting God’s enemies he was engaged in u

him from temple-building, e might prepare,
and another would exeente, his plans., 8o to

we often re
men than ourselves,

12. When thy days be fulfilled. Afie
I will set up thy seed. Tl
seepter shall not depart from thy family as in the
case of Saul, but thy descendants shall rule for

ap the lnbors of others—often of better

thou art dead,

ages.

13. He shall build a house, Thy king-
dom will become firmly established, and the temple
will be built by your son. The temple stood for
about four hundred years. For my name. On
which my name shall be called. A place where

God will manifest himself by the glorions name
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Tuly 26,]
Jehovah, the covenant God of Ismel. I will
establish the throne of his  kingdom
forever, This promise, again repeated in verss

16, makes it very cmphatie,

It was not literalty
apply to Christ, whose
kingdom will never end, * How of' this
promise David understood we ecannot exactly de
That he in it than

wsurance of royul

fulfilled, unless we make it
much
far more un

terming SaW

lignity to bis son and his sue-
CESSOrs I8 certain,”’— Deane,

14, T will be his father. Will care for him
nd love him more than carthly parent can. And
he as my son will have to be obedient and trust-
ful. * Bless the Lord ! this promise is to every son of
Adam.  The humblest dweller in the
than the mighty on the
his Futher.  If he commit iniquity, I—as Lis
Father, who have a right to his loyalty—will
chasten him with the rod of men.
18 men correet their children, The fuct that he is
Lo my

king will not exen Pt him from obedience

hut, no less |
throne, may have God for |
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Te God gives

S servants an interest in theiy

theiv childyen,

over

charge

The promise is to ur - children's  children,”
(Verses 14-14,)
Orientalisms of the Lesson,
Verse 12, It was customary for the oldest son
born, not to the man but to the King—that

the man after he became Kir » sueeeed to the
throne.  But though David s
had had several sons born to him, all these

to be

hie becume king

104
were
Pussed over, and an unborn s mowas desig-

nated to become his suiceessor as King of Israel,

> other ground except this divine revelation w
ever stated why all David’s other sons were passed

as

over,
This great desire to have u son of one’s “ own

bowels*

come to the royal suecession muy have had

ason, but many religion

no other than a natural r

| reasons have been comibined with this in the oriental

laws,  (See 1 Kings 11, 34, 7., and Psalm 89, 30.)
« My mercy shall not depart from |
The chastisement inflicted upon him in

use of his sin will bring him to repentance
godly sorrow for his iniquity, and thus make I
In the ease of Saul he
nd more hardened till Lis de.

lon possible, beeame more

himselt unworthy of the divine merey,  Ther
have been o special upon
his entire family, But the dynasty of David con-
tinued to the birth of o blessed Lord, who will

forever reign upon the throne of the universe,

seetned also to curse

Thoughts for Young People,
The Gifts of God.

L. God gives to his Servants rest after toil and
“ase after trouble.  * There remaineth therefore g
rest to the people of God,” (Verses 1, 2,)

2. God gives to his servants counsel in the affuirs
of life, guiding their plans by his divine
“I will guide thee by my counsel, and afterward
receive thee into glory,” (Verses 4. 7.)

3. God gives to his servants his call, opening
re them paths of opportunity and making their
way plain,  “ Follow thou me! (Verse 8,)

+ God gives to his servants his presence and
help, encouraging them in trigl and leading them
* Fear'thou not ; for [ am with thee :
not dismayed ; for T am th God : T will strengthen
thee ; yea, T will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right armof my righteousness,” (Verse 9.)

5. God gives to his servants such tokens of his
favor as lead to honor from the world, *Them
that honor me I will honor,” (Verse 9.)

6+ God gives to his servants his promises, which
everlasting and sure of fulfillment. e s
“uble to do e eding abundantly above all we
ask or think,”

wisdom,

0 success, be

are

(Verses 10-13.)

by and thus made |

|

|

J

world,  Prominent among these, among Hindus, is
the belief 1 A fon must perform eertain funeral
rites for the deccased father, or th father can never

pass to heaven,  In Egy Pt it was held most impor-
a man should have a son established i
after him, that Le should flourish in the
children of his children,” One of the most recent
of the Ptolemic tablets reeords the fultillment of o
promise made in a dream by one of the gods con-
$ 4 0all ye gods and god-
let a child remain in my
« + keeping alive the name of my

tained in the invoeation

desses who are unnan

place forever, ,

liouse,
One form of

was that a man
should have no son to succeed him, It was the
most terrible imprecation conceivable,  One of
these reads thus: Whoever shall preserve this
inscription in the temple of Amen Ra, the Lord of
Seuneferet, he shall be fuvored by Amen Ra, and
his son shall be establisked in his place; but who-
soever shall remove this inscription from the tem-
ple of Amen Ra, Amen Ra will curse him, and his
son shall not be established in his place.” A simi-
ilar curse is inseribed in Bubastis, * He will never
have a son after him,” All which show the great
height of blessing, from an oriental standpoint,
promised by prophecy to David,

Ly ptian curse

By Way of Ilustration.

Verses 4-11.  Dayid wants to build a temple to
the Lord. God tells him that by reason of the
very thought, hie is counted one of God's builders,
David’s temple was never in stone and lime, It
stood on no actual ground, It was only a cathe-
al in the heart, Yet God says it shall be
cepted as a real edif It shall have a price put
upon it in heaven cqual to any finished building,
The architecture of the city of God is not limited

ac-
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to houses made with hands. There are temples | dwelling at case in his splendid paluce, would build
which men wanted to raise. There are hospitals | a mugnificent temple to his God. Having commu
which philanthropy intended to found, There are | nicated his desire to Nathan, the prophet, it was ap
schools which benevolenee planned to institute, proved by him ; but that night God gave the proph-
We raise pulaces in our hearts, when our hands | et a message for the king which forms our lesson,
can only erect mud dwellings. God measures my | In connection with verses 5-7 show how essentia)
workmanship by the edifice in my soul.—George | it was that during the periods of the bondage, the
Matheson, wanderings, and the conquest, the religion of the

How many of the things which men count fuil | Israclites should not be localized by asssociation
ures are by God counted successes, Dr. David | With any immovable house of we ship. Point
Nelson desiring t establish a college for poor boys | out how in vemses 8-11 God declares that now
and girls in Missouri, and ailing so completely, | the conditions are different, and ecalls to mind
did not know that other men would gather from | how, through his guidance and blessing, David had
his ardent desire inspiration to ereet the college | been one of the instruments to ctfeet the chang
known as Park College, whose mission is to the | #nd to him promises that the people shall dwell
poor students of our country, Was not Dr. Nel. | their land at rest from their enemies.  Show
son's desire accepted and ;rhl«wl of God, even | how, to emphasize the fuct that his

sire to
though he could not fulfill it. There ix a verse in | £i¥¢ houor to God was the reason for the prom-
nd Corinthians which says, “If there be first | ises that follow, God used a play upon words:
v * You have desired 1o build a liouse for me ; now 1
will build thee a house.” Follow the promises of
the establishment of the kingdom in his line, of the
building of the temple by his son, of God's chasten

e

a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a
man hath, and not according to that he hath
not.”

Verses 12-16. I once watched o series of dis-
solving views. It was a seene in Italy represent

ning but mereiful love for him. Show hLow in

verse 16 the promise stretches away into eternity
ing a ruined castle. Dut it was a dissolving view, | Read from Seripture to show low prophet
and with regret 1 watchied it fade, As it fadegld (Tsa, 9. 7), unbelieving Jew (John 12
another scene gradually took its place, and, when (Acts 18, 93
the first had wholly gone, there stood forth in
majesty a splendid

)y apostle
and angel (Luke 1. 82) inte rpreted
| these words,  For the lessons of the day teach :

ture of sea, mountains, and

1. That, while God needs not what we can give

sky. Man's work had given place to God’s work ; (Isa. 66, 1), every desire and effort to honor him

the eternal had taken the place of the trunsient,

| brings corresponding  blessing to ourselves (Luke

So, when God removes things te mporal, it is that | 19 g
he may give us things eternal,

The keyword of Hebrews is “better,” God
would eontinually give us better gifts than we have
planned or thought for ourselves, As the mother,
whose little one

2. That, better than the building of the grandest
temple is the offering of & humble heart to be his
dwelling place (Isa, 66, 1, 2).

8. That sometimes our longings to perform
or God must be unsatisfied,

i alls out for hurtful playthings, | 4 special service
gives it instead nourishment and loving care and though the

desire be us acceptable to him us wus
education,

. David’s wish. Then we must fold our hands in
Verse 16, ““ Forerer.” Thisisa Messianie proph- | submission to his will us trustfully as we would
ecy.  What has been termed “the red line of Mes stretch them out in service
sianie prediction ” may be traced from Genesis to
Malachi. The h al

broken geneal s, enable us el arly to diseern it

ks, with their un- Fret not that the day is gone .

And thy task is still undone,

The voice of carly and later prophets, often "Twas not thine, it seems, at all ;
doubtless unconscious of the full meaning of their . . . . .
own inspired utterances, keep it distinet, until it | Yesterday a babe was born,
emerges into the annunciation of Gabriel, and be He shall do the waiting task.

comes voeal in the Bethlchem song.—E, Horr,

“Tis enough of joy for thee,

Before the Class, Ilis high service to foresee,

1 a brief review of the pre 4. That us it was David's privilege 1o prepur

Begin os usual witl

ceding lesson

n the life of David, calling up both | g way for the comin the Saviour

L man, s

the history and the lessons taught. Show the we, though our denrest liopes of service are denied,
¢ rel
b
placed it in the tabernacle which he had prepared | reign as King, on the throne of David, but wit)
for it, and being vietorious over his enc mies and ' “dominion from sea to sea.”

n of the lesson to that of lust Sunday. | may by humble and submissive effort hasten t

ving brought the ark to Jerusalem and | ¢ ming of the day of God when he shall indee

Jul

“He

O

')

tunees of

ace and
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Blackhboard, [ the prophet; God's house proposed und David's
house promsisad, | , | L What God had done for
David, 11, What God now: promised to do for
David, . . . Show in the lesson God's gifts to his

servant, and to what degree we may expect them,
(See Thoughts for Young People.) . . . Puint out

= hE

in this lesson the illustrations of the nature and

D charncter of God. . . . What the lesson callx upon

,1 I EL us to do: (1) To recognize God, as David did,
while many forget him in their own advancement;

| (2) To plan for God's eause while our own plans
lfN TH EE O LORD are successful; (3) To keep in view our humble
: N . origin and remember that our prosperity comes from
DO "PUT MY/TRUST God; (4) To seck in ull lhiupl to :!m-mnplhh God's

e Sl " g Will; (5) To rest in God's promises, assured of their

fulfillment; (6) To e faithful to God's covenant,
— that we have reward and not chastisement; (7) To
keep before us the thought of Christ, David’s

PROM ISES- greater Son,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
THE LORD PROMISES No, 1,

TO All people that on eurth do dwell,

Come, thou almighty King,
DAVID ! BELIEVERS 4[:\“\. w I:I'Y’l‘yt'l' |L] ]‘1 "]\'I‘ meet,
AN When all thy m
EVERLASTING | ETERNITY OF My Shepherd’s n
KINGDOM HEAVEN No. ©

FHROUGH THE Awake, my soul, in Joyful lays,

MAN. O thou, to whom in ancient tine,
SON o ¥4 . '

ghty aid,

O, glorious promises of God,
""He that believeth . , , hath everlast- Glory be to God on high,
ing life,” ‘ Hail, to the Lord's Anointed,
|
I References,
OTHER PROM]SES | Freeman, Ver, s: The Sheepfold, 803, Ver,
[ 10, Use of the term  Childyen 50,
o0 t term tHdren L
DAVID | BELIEVERS D

RESENCE. Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,
GO D’S POWER- Gon's, businesses must be done after his own
ROTECTION. forms, which if' we do, with the best intentions,
alter, we presume, Bishop Hall,
AM | A BELIEVER? [ = It should be among Christinus, s among Jute-
ks | strings, wiien one i touched the others tremble,
Believers should neithier he proud flesh nop e
’ CLAIM THE PROMISES. flesh. Fellow-members should ever have
s | feelings,  Other men’s woes Are our warnings :
S—— | their desolution should beourintormation cher,
The Teachers’ Meeting. — Unless thou strive, thoushalt never obtain the
In the introduction present the purpose of this | ¢rown of patience, Neither is quictness obtained
lesson s dtn important Tiuk in the chain of revely. | without Il %y mor victory without fig -
coneerning the redenmption of the vorld, as | Zhomas @ Kempis,
wnin the © General State ment.”  The eiveun-

A —The Christian is narrow, is he?! Well, it
David's pal- | takes a "ATTOW man to get on well in the straight
ace and the tabernaele in contrast; the king and | ynq narrow way.

—

stances of the lesson a word pieture:
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Ministering.

Wrar though yourfeet are often overw eary,
On ceaseloss errands sent, ;

And tired shoulders ache, and ache so sorely
‘Neath heavy burdens bent?

Be patient, lest the ones whom you are serving
Be soon beyond your care ;

Lest little wayward feet that you are guiding
Slip past you unaware,

Ah, then no joy would seem 50 dear and blessed
As spending months and years

In ceaseless service for the vanished darlings
So vainly mourned with tears

But while you have your dear ones around you
Do not regret your care;

ier aching feet and arms and shoulders
Than aching hearts to bear.

Perchance some soul you aid to-day, tomorrow
May with the angels sing ;

Some one may go straight from your eart hly table

To banquet with the King.

Methods of Conducting a Primary Class.

LOUISE ORDWAY TEAD,

THERE are two ways of teaching a large class,
and some teachers follow one successfully and
some the other.,

The first is to conduct the class as a whole. The
teacher has several assistants, one to act as secre-
tary, another as musical director. There is also a
librarian and others to help as they are needed.
The teacher conducts the exercises and teaches
the lesson, while her assistants perform their
duties quietly at their appropriate times.

The advantages of this method are’ 1. The con-
centration of the children’s attention in one direc-
tion. 2, The little children learn from hearing the
older ones and Jjoining with them. 3. The instrue-
tion is better, if the teacher is a good one, for it is
not easy to find many who can teach little ones
successfully. 4. The class is under control of one
person and one mind, and it is therefore easier to
keep the caildren in order. 5. 1t is adapted to al]
sizes and locations of rooms, 6. It is suitable for
all kinds of pupils,

The other method is to divide the class into
groups of six or eight children according to age,
and place a teacher over each group, The Superin-
tendent of the department then conducts the
opening and closing exercises and reviews the

lesson, which is taught by the other teachers,

| The advantages of this way are: 1. Children
come into closer contact with the tes cher. 2. The
teaching becomes more personal. 3. Children can
be visited more easily at their homes, 4. It i<
easier to find many teachers who can manage o

few pupils than one competent to take charge of o
" department.— The Sunday-school Primary Teach
‘ ers' Manual,

| Hlustration—Its Place and Use.

O the importance of illustration in the teaching

of little children there is no question ; of the right
‘ way of doing so, and how to obtain the best illus
| trations, there may be a difference of opinion, an
yet a few general priuciples
a guide in the matter, The

an be laid down for

is in everyone that
which responds to a good illustration, and even
children of larger growth can better understand
the unknown and unseen when it is likened ot
compared to what is known or seen, Jesus, the
model Teacher, recognized this fact, and one has
but to read the gospels with this thought in mind

to see how he carries it out; how often he likens
the mysteries of the kingdom to something known
and familiar to those to whom he spoke,

A thought or lesson may be illustrated by
object, a story, or some incident of daily life; in
Jjust these ways Christ sought to make his teach-
ings plain ; his use of the birds and lilies, his par-
ables of the Prodigal Son and the Marriage Feast
show this, and 8o to the oft-asked question,
“Where can I find illustrations the answer i,
“In the world that lies around you, in the life that
£oes on at your side,”

To those living in country homes, and whose
primary classes are composed of country bred lad~
and lassies, Nature furnishes the best objects for
illustrating the Sunday school lessons. The birds,
flowers, trees, the snow and ic prings and ri
all are familiar and can be used in endless way
and a wide-awake teacher will find

*Books in the running brooks,

Sermons in stones, and good in everything."

To the thousand dwellers in towns and cities
illustrations must be taken more largely fron
human life, street scenes, and even f the daily
papers. It is surprising how rapidly the power to
see illustrations in common thix increases witl
practice. Let the primary teacher try, for instance,
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to start: Monday morning with the next Sunday's
lesson well in mind, and the special thought that is

to be brought out and impressed decided upon,

Now with the question, * What is it like ever
about the daily routine of life it

rising, not Low few,

before you, going

is sur

but how muny, answers

will come ; they will spring from a group of ehil

dren playing in the street, a chance word of o
friend, from the kitchen and parlor, from the sky
and field, and even the dog and cat may have thejr
share in furnishing the apt illustration that shall

wiake clear the weaning of the lesson, It is also well

for a teacher to read with the object in view of
collecting matervial for future,

if not present, use

4 scraphook or a number of envelopes labeled, iy

which to store incidents and stories, will be found
very helpful,
But what is the use of illustration ¥ Tys first

vbject is not to make the lesson interesting and

fascinating, but to make jt clear and thoroughly

understood ; for this reason it is wise to illustrate

with what is familiar to the children, and not 1o
puzzle and distract with something that is strange

and unknown; and so, an illustration may some.

times be allowable and agyin useless,  Two per-

sonal experiences will explain this ; Trying once to

illustrate the meaning of review, a

soldiers was spoken of ; a blank look in the chil.
s warned me that something was w rong,

dren’s face
and, on inquiry, I found that none

had ever seen 4
soldier, or even knew how they dressed. Again,
wanting to introduce the thought of a Jjourney to
another class, the railroad was talked about, and
fnecting no response, a few uestions drew out the
fact that but three or four of the fourteen or fif.
teen had ever seen the cars,
the illustration used is something familiar,

The one thing to he most carefully guarded
agaiust is the danger of letting the illustration
overshadow and hide that which is illustrated, A
very bright speaker once add sed a large meet-
ing of young men ; his talk was interesting, spicy,
and full of sound sense and wisdom, but his illus.
trations were so funny and entertaining that after-
ward any attempt to remember the

truth taught
i only the illustrations remained with
the hearers, and what they illastrated could not he
recalled.  Let all who are teachers heware of this
1, for in these days it is easy to fall into the
habit of covering up the lesson with the illustration,

If we would perfect ourselves in this art let us
study diligently the teachings of Him who said,
“ Learn of Me,” Mgs. J. H. Povugwes,

was useles;

dang,
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giment of |

Be sure, then, that |

| Sunday school work for them to do ¥

! print.
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Midsummenr Work fopr Pri-

mary Teacher,

the

* Frost this hou my Sunday school vacation he.
gins," gasped o primary cluss teacher to a friend
Who had gone home with her from Sunday school, *
It was a hot Sabbath afternoon in early June and
* What about youy
" O have
intendent he must provide
come.  But, Mabel, what are
here and melt, working right along ¥ "
[ did last summer,

hoth were heated and weary

class all vacation v

told the supe:
for the few that will
you going todo; stay
“Jusf
imswered Mabel; “ half of
my primary class and my

assis

IS were away,
year. The su.
who had no teacher,
and most of them had once been my own scholars,

but I did the happiest work of the
perintendent brought in those
We reviewed our favorite exercises and songs,
learned new ones ; the
board work

children helped in black.
and other ways, which greatly pleased

them, and all came 1y
we had.  Best of all,
prayer, I found those who are
tinu life a

Iy for the pleasant times
heart-to.l

vt talks and
truly living in Chpis.
love which T could not have known
or shared but for the confidences of that sum
mer,

“ But, Mabel,” asked Ruth, “do you really think
a Sunday school teacher ought never take
but stay at what they

Mabel wisely
cide all that—but [

i rest,

all * the post of duty
answered, “ Providence will de.
am certain that the scholars
ANnot get away ought to have the best
teaching of the year.  Surely, the stay-at-home

who

for when summer comes
drop their responsiby ty like the
saying good-bye to
You want nunwthing.
teachers who go away; is there

scholars need extra care,

many teachers
child who defined Amen, it's
God “till the next time

But those

any
An enlisted
heart will find service anywhere and be prepared
to do it. Nearly all children are attracted by
pretty cards, picture papers, booklets, or any of
the helps the primary teacher can winningly use,
There are few places where a Sunday school can.
not be visited, and often the place of an absent
teacher supplied.  If not to give help, it is pleas
ant to go to learn, to see other methods used, to
profit by the successes or even by the mistakes of
Do not imagine that no other teaching
equals that which is heralded in conventions and in
All praise and thanks for those who in in-
stitutes and unions can give hints and helps of
untold value. But it js q joy to find devoted,
competent teachers in secluded places, those
whom the world may never honor, but when the

others,
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books are opened they shall * shine as the sty
having “ turned many to righteousness.”

Suppose there is no Sunday school to visit ¥
Space would fail to tell of such a spot on a wooded

mountainside where on Sundays children were

gathered in a grove, a broad stump for a desk,
y knolls for seats,

moss-grown fallen trees and g
where under the shading trees and the blue sky
children learned the way of life and how to pray
and praise,

There are spires pointing upward that tell the

go, far-away endeavors

story of some such long.
pulpits filled by men of piety and purpose a]nn r
valiant work for the kingdom who first heard of
Christ from one, who seemed a chance visitor, and
collected the Sunday ball players to tell them of

better things,

Last year a young man wrote to a lady thus :
1 wish I might see you as I start to-day for my

first pastorate ; T would like to remind you of a
freckle-faced hoy You eaptured on a summer Sun-
day years ago. The card-verse taught that day

entered into my soul and ¢ hanged my whole life,”
Would an afternoon nap or a restful ramble in
that vacation have borne such fruit ¥ One who
will interpret and follow as the Master leads may

learn even in the heated term that idleness is in

deed weariness, and change of work is rest.
Fartn Lativer,

The Child We Study.
Tuk child has a strong inborn desire for
knowledge.  Begin to explain to him the how,
why, or from what anything is made, and at once

you have undivided attention. The child should
think ; he should be led, be made to think, and
by the aid of his desire to know we may, by
Jjudicious selection, be able to guide his thinking
into right channels, Lead him to think that
each product in the world of nature about us is
a_thought of the Creator, From observation

ets of

guide the child to see that we who are ohj
God's love and care are to learn to so live that
our lives will show to those about us the spirit of
life, the atom of divinity God has he stowed on
each one of us. We can implant the seed of this
trath in the mind of the child by using such a

hymn as:

“1 know God's voice is spe aking,
Wherever I may he;

And if [ only listen,
Tl hear it gpeak to me,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

The little brooks that ripple
All through the summer day
Sing songs of glad lh.ulkwl\uw
\lnn" “heir sunny way.,
The grass and flowers of morning,
Adorned with pearly dew,
Say, ‘God g0 clothed the me adow,
And will he not elothe you?’
The little birds are dxu,nn"
Beneath the sheltering trees ;
God's care is ever o'er us,
You are worth more than we,
So I can ne'er be lonely,
Nor ever be afraid,
For I can hear my Father's voice
In all that he has made.”

The whole realm of nature furnishes us with
material illustrations enforcing this truth, From
the mineral kingdom we may cull mueh that will

| lead the child to think and gratify his thirst for

knowledge, while at the same time it will serve
us as illustration of a moral or spirvitual truth
Take an article with which he is very familiar- L
piece of coal. Tell of the long ages required 1o
produce jt, of the probable causes tending 1o
harden it and make it fit for fuel ; you have given
him a thought that will enlist his whole energy
for a time. Then, not o well known to him,

show petrified woods and some fossils and tell of
their formation, in sand or stone, similar to that

ame objects,

of coal in the for From these
lessons upon spiritual  truths may be g
Have a child touch the coal and notice that it

soils anything that comes in contact with it; it is

like sin, which harms and makes unclean anvon
re hardened

who has to do with it. The fossils
and cannot be effaced; so with any habit we

form, good or bad, it sinks into onr lives like thi

fish in the sand, and after a time it is impossi
to get it out,

From the vegetalie kingdom we may cull illis
trations which will enforce this thought, At thic
season of the year the little folk enjoy the lessons

| of the flowers,

God paints the lily of the field,
Perfumes each lily's bell ;

If he so loves the little II-»\\-*N
Lknow he loves me well,’

From the animal kingdom, also, we mav cull
illustrations.  Teach the child that even the deli-
cate little coral insect has its mission. God has
a work for it, that of purifying the water and
helping to form the land.

Bertia F. Viwn

[We
Wesseng

shared w
Nearly

ll”i('t‘ » L
take long
letters, i
deed upo
have ansy
their mes
“The |
the wall, ;
the box iy
top of the
On the fac
“Letter B
bag, made
the front o
* Sunday S
is a spray
with long s
veritable m
year, during
seemingly tl

with evening

1y,
child in due
ten by the p
and the sup
We average
lropped into
Ten minut
dismissed, for
stid, “The m,
zirl and hoy,
The mai) bag
girl, then the |
and dropped j
#irl takes the
loud the addy

helongs raj

If there js

some one living
terat what troy

the letter js iy

tmessages t
The letters 4
tionery,  Somet
the ¢ nvelopes,
sheets, and are ¢
tunity these Jotte




SUNDAY Sciro OL BANNER.
— e
The Primary pogt Office,
BY MRS. ELLA stupps,
[We copy from the New ., raey Sunday Sehool
Wessenger the following account

f INT ERNATIONAL Bk LEsso
THIRD QUARTEH.

of a pr

niry ‘ L]gs,q()\' 1. (J",y 5.)
teacher's wise expedient, whicl, deserves to le DAVID, KINg OF JUDAH s
<hared with a wider cirele,] ' . N3 l

Nearly ten years ago I established “the

GoLveN  Tgyy, “The Lord reigneth ; let the
f post Joice ™ (Pealm 97, | ). .

b £ ;

€7 In® our primary dey rtmelit, It wouy), ;
office™ ine 'I pri ) (||. .I 0 d Pmmary Notes,
take long to give the history of many of the little 5 =

y S 4 . BY MRBs. 4 u, poyug vs,

letters, in their influence upon the child, and jy. el Y

deed upon parents, too, who in many
have answered them or have come
their messages of gratitude,

“The post office "

instances [Show the ¢luss
\ of a king: one

be found iy

4 picture
in person with ok
@ book or Jra-
per. Let the children tell
what they know of kings—
bow they live and dress,
what they do, and whyt the
eountry  over which they

"is a wooden box screwed to
the wall, above the librarian’s table, The lid of
the box is fastened with lack and ke
top of the lid is a slot for dropping in the letters,
On the face of the boy is painted, in gilt letter

“Letter Box.” Above the hox hangs the

Y5 in the

reign is called.)
mail To-day we In-gin t.lw ~lu.'.\ of a king, [Recall
bag, made of black satin lined with blye, On ].'“‘"'1" early life, ""'““"l”"”"-' by the prophict
the frout of the bag i vinted, in blue ang gilt, munulvl, :nnl.llw lnml‘ time he had II".L:P he beeame
. 9 0 acquainted with Saul.] Although Dayig knew thyt
" Sunday School Majl, Encireling these words | § B - 2
X v i God would muke him King in Suul's place, did Le
is a spray of forget-me-nots, The bag try to make the time tome
with long straps and steel buckles, to re Kill Saul ! Did he ever J,
veritable mail bag. The office is ope

"Ioonce a [ ki Sault (1 Sum, o4, 2
year, during the montls of February ang Marel,

is hung sooner by seeking tor
Present a € i opportunity to
7-12,)

Our lust lesson about 1,

id told us oy Jona-
scemingly the. loneliest of the year 1o children, | than, Saul's son and David's deqr friend, warneq
with evenings long, Christmas past,

yand vacation | him to flec from King Saul bee,

ause e was deger.

book, and evepy | mined to kil him.  From that time poor Davig
) 3 VA «

They are writ. | had to hide in eaves and woods, and flee from

3 Ll v - 0 0scane fi Saul : he 5

ten by the primary teacher, the assistant teacler, / luce to placo to ¢ e oin Saul; he had o

far away, We take the roll
child in due time receives a letter,

2 : friends who went where e went, and hid wit),
and the superintendent of the Sabbath scligol, him, but they were too fow to fight with Suul, ¥id
We average fifteen letters a Sunday, then you know David v a8 not willing that he op
dropped into the letter hoy Any of his friends should kill Sy ;

Ten minutes is reserved, before the cluss i | wait for God's time to he king,
dismissed, for distribution of letters,  Then it is After many months of anc

stid, “ The majl will now he received.” A little |
girl and hoy, previously se

These are

he wanted 1o

lering and suffering

David said (1 Sam. 27,1 King Achish learned

lected, come forward, | to know what 4 good,

brave man Dayiq Wwas, so
The mail bag is put over the head of ths iy ”““_""""“" .o ""‘.",‘"“‘,"‘ i s
i e | Armics together to fight wig 2 Israclites, he
i, then the letters ar. taken from the Post offie | AMMIES together to figly ! the lsraclites, he

and dropped into the bag. Ope at a time the
girl takes the letters from the bag and reads
aloud the address, The ¢hild to whom the letter

wanted Duvid and his Hen to go and help iy the

buttle, [Tell why David was not allowed to

(1 8am. 29).] We win leave David going buck to
the lund of the Philistines and follow the army to

helongs raises the hand, and the boy delivers jt, the battle, [Give an aceoung of the story found

It there js 4 letter for an absent child then 1 8um, 81; 2 Sum. 1,

“ome one living near, op willing to take it, no mat- | And now (

terat what trouhle or distance, rajses the hand, and

the letter js given to that one. The earriers of

these messages to ahs,

in

' time had come for David to begin
to reign,  David musg have known that, and .t
he didn’t hurry off to the land of Israel to claim
2 e s erown ; : Bible says (2 8y . 2, 1),
nt ones fm-llhon'llnpnrl:nm-. the crown; the Bi e suy iy 1
The letters are written

W see

H e was careful to do only what he was sur, the

on primary class stq. | Lord wanted him 1o do,
transfer stamps  on abouts what youdo?

mwum..,.n-\ These stamps can he bought in | Where dig the Lord send David?  [Show a

sheets, and are of al) countries,  What an oppor- I map of Canaan, point out Ziklug and Hebron,

tunity these Je I tracing Duvid's journey, telling who were with

B—

Y . Are you as earefy] as he
tionery,  Sometimes I put

tters give for a word for Jesus !




red his land of Canaan, | hough God
! L that David should take Sau place, there

People who were not veady for

hit Lover them,  [Show on the map the
part that belonged to Judal, and tell how 1

Vas & nted ki rthat puart, with |
in 1l Now tell how Abner made 18]

ng over th est of the land, which was called
Israel, and show how lurge his kir lom was

Two Kings instead of one!  Ish heth, king of
Israel; David, King of dudahi; and God meant ther
should be but one, and that one David ! Wasn't

ta pity to divide the Kingdom? Tt makes me

1 belong to

think of another kingdom that sl

much uxs

me King, and whose peaple are neting

these did so long ago Uncover a map of tl

irth previously made on the hoard, ]

What do we hiese countric Print ¢ th
rth* O i v does it belony
Print “The Lord reigneth.”| God s 1 the
wth should be the kingdom of Non, Jesu
Christy and that he should reign I 3 have all
s epted Clhrist as Kir Mark on the
fap the countries where the people still serve
ther gods.]  Will Jesus ever be King over all ?
Yest the Bible says (Phil, 2. 10, 11 Rev, 5,

rure you serving unother?
then

Is Jesus your King
If you have taken Jesus for Your King
» what the (
y be glad that the Lord reigns

len Text suys, ¢ Rejoice :

W oover so

muny, but more glud beeause one day he will

Pring ¢ Rejoice at the right and

Can you he Ipon

reign over all,
* Let the " at the left of * earth, "

that glud time? llow? [Tell some missionary
skory Every ¢hild can help husten that glad
day when Jesus shall reign over eve ry heart, first

by belonging himself to his kingdom, and then by
trying to bring others.
Who will take Jesus for their King to-day ¢

SUGGESTIONS For BLacknoarn Covonixa, Map,

white ; Golden Text, bright red ; iuitials of coun-

trics, yellow,
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Kindergarten Hints.
1

KiNpriuan Deran

N, 2 11

Gorpex Texr, * The Lord reigneth ; 18 the

\ibs 1o e KiNnnkreanrsen Holy
of the dews (Milmun)
the Old Testament (M

stanley)

165 Histor

8k Churel

\TTENTION STORY,
Our lessons for a g time, ever since the Chy
ve been about Jesus and the beau
told to the people. To-du

lesson stories about a man ni

mas days, |

stories which e
will begin some
David,

Onee upon a time there was Young boy out
field tending sheep, when a messenger came t
suving that u man had come his father
all the fumily, so he must come right home. |
you ever hear such a message to you? Di
home right off? It sounds very re
and let us read it
good and obedient boy, and e
when he found that a dear

and had asked for him, Th
head, which meant that he
1k what o surprise that must have b
David and to all the family ! 1l¢ had a good f
and mother and muny brothers and sisters, and
must be that they all ‘were greatly surprsed, D
you wonder what David looked like? He wa
very tall, but he looked well and strong,  1l¢
bright eyes and rosy eheeks and dark red hair, [1
I Sam, 16, 12 He looked strong, and b
very, very strong because he was out of doors 1
all the time and he ate good barley bre Or
saved his flock of sheep from s bear,
from a lion,
time for him to go to the throne: he
sure when the time would come, but he alway

to sce

vas to be a

was not

brayed to God to lead him and teach him, 80 he wis

quite safe. It was David who said that verse w
sewed upon our cards a little while ago, * Shov
thy way, O Lord!" He was shown where t
We will read 2 Sam. ¢, 1,1

Explain unusual words ; ¢ Inquired,” * Juduh
“whither,”" “ Iebron,"

OUTLINE

Sunduy,
Text, and conversation about the lesson,

Monday. Talk of the strong, happy shepher
boy coming at once to obey his father's mc
and dwell upon the fuet that he was an obe
boy.

Zuesday. He was a helpful boy,
this time he had a great-great-grandmother
I her 1

Long |

was helpful and kind, and wno 1

and cared for her.  Teacher may review the s01

about Ruth,
Wednesday.
he was tending the sheep he practiced his

Te was un industrious boy, W
and he was a fine musician who could pla
the harp, and also upon other instruments,
liked to sing, Il always found time to do
ought to do

He was busy and useful until it was

Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golde

Thurs
ul G
[T
Fridag
Lor]
at me
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all pe
Narer,
w8 jo
sk, the
that the
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ther plac
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other actiy
Art Wo
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(28w, 5, 10)




Thursday, Becuuse of all this, and because |,
ved God, hie could 1y trusted, God could tyyx
Bim, und so he was 1o be king,
Friday, Tulk of the Golden Text,
the Lord is King over a1 that the carth e
that means, ix glud, e I'eaple upon th
are glad, and happy too,

arth

of all people and is aboye all kings,

Narene Wogk, Try to indicate how the cart)
shows joy, By the singing brooks, the
grass, the gushing springs, and one

trees elap their hands for Y (Isa, 55, 12),
other place we read, ¢ W hen the morning st
together” (Jol, gs, 7). When the bree
leaves see if You think it seems us if' the trees are
clapping their hands, Let the children suggest
other activities in nuture,

Art Wonk, Show pic

tures of mountains, trees,
and brooks, and compare them with the abundant
beauties of hature, expluining that some one
looked upon the rejoieing carth and made
ofit. We may Jook upon it when w
and look at the fields ; Lt we neve

grass waving, or hear tly

L picture

annot go
T see the pictured
pictured brooks ripple,
Godalone can give life tothe air and to nature,
Haso Wonk, Loy the smallest ohildren
pietures withy their blocks, sticks
of some of the ol
talked about,

make
\ rings, and clay
s of nature which You have

The Transimioy Crass, or older children, ay
sew the picture of u harp which ix upon the lesson
card, This is said to Lo like those used in the long-
ago days when Dyyid lived,

SCIENCE AT Home wiry Motngr, 1f the curth |

rejoices and all the Lids ind beasts are happy,
how much greater may be the joy of intelligent
beings!* In all the homes the families may be
trustful and glad, beeanse the Lord reigneth, for
he is Guide and Joy ing Friend, w atehing the life of
cach little ehild and o)) the purents in the homes,
“The Hand which hears all nature up,
Shall guide his ehildren well,

Try to have the children enumerate the causes for
1oy in the homo Tife, 1f even the trees elap their
hands for Yy surely the happy ehildren may, The
luppy people are those who are contented and
thankful for whag they have in the house and out
of doors, As 8oon asu boy or girl wishes for more
“things,” just k about, and se how muny |
blessings are already in the life, |

LESSON 11, (Jly 12,)

DAVID, RING OVER ALL ISRAEL,
28am, 5, 1-12,

GoLpeny Texy, « David  went ouy and  grew
&reat, and the Lord God of hosts was with him »

28um. 5, 10),

SUNDAY NCHOOL, BANNER,
T T T sl

It is because
because the Lord is ruler

waving
¢ the Bible sayx
that the mountains and hills shal] sing, and the

zes blow the

¢ Primary Notes,
1

|

\

| and I want to tell you something about him,

His parents were poor and lived in a log eabin,

where they had very few comforts ;

him, but there was something in him that mud,
him work hard and learn many things

[ he had only g few books, and his slate w

Abraham Lineoln not only began to study, but e
persevered ;: he went on print % Weng op
the left of the throne| ti1] he knew more than sor
| boys who go 10 schoo

a

little liclp: he was never diseouriged, but went
right on until the time our country nee great
and good man for President, and they  chose
Abrabum Lineoln; his work then was hardeg than
¥ he had done before, but he went on domg it

tiithfully and grew great print ** Grew groat® on
| the right], 80 great that Le will never e forgotter,
I said there were fow 1o help him, but there w us
| one Friend who never left him, by whose help he
| persevered and grew great, Cun You think who it
| was? [Teacher may print remainder of the Golden
| Text above the thronc.| 1ieneyer could have done

| all he did, or have been so faithful, if the Lora
| had not been with him,

[ Is what we have written on the hoard about
| Abraham Lineoln true about yout Are you going
| on doing every duty fuithfully and perseveringly

| in sehool and at home # You may not grow great,
as he did, but if you do your b stand areas faithful
| a8 he you will be great in God's sight; and e

| member, the Lord is s willing to be with you and

help you as he was with the man whom all Joy
and honor,

These words on tie board were first said about
man who lived long ago, and about whom
learned last Sunday that Lie beeame } ngover part
of a kingdom, Wheo was he? David was first
king over whom ? Yol know there were fome
who would not own him king, Who was their
king? What had G said about David ? That he
should be king over all Isracl; that time was
coming very soon,

He was king over Judah seven years and six

439

[Have drawn on the bourd
& throne, with crown and
Eceptre resting on it ] Not
many years ago there lived
oneof the world’s great men
Every Canadian, as well as
hisown count rymen, reveres

. . and honors his name for
what he did for mankind. 1 mean Abraham
Lincoln; and though you may not know much

In an- | about him now, you will learn some day the story

arssang | of his life, 1 have been reading this story lately,

5 they could not
afford to send their son to school or do much tor
by himself';
as u
shingle on which he did Lis sums by the firelight,

There is no time to tell
You of the different things he learned to do witl
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\ins 10 e Kinperearrsen Holy B

months. These years were not all quiet and happy
mes ; there was still war in the land (2 S, 8 1 I Sam Ol Testament History (Smiith),
but David tried to serve God fuithfully, and he | 4274885 Zhe Jewish Churcl (Stunley ), vol
grew and stronger, till the people saw | Lrophets and Kings of the Old Tostam nt (Mauried
that e was the tht one to rule over all the lund, | Dacid /“””‘." lsracl Krummache
and Abner, a great general, said to them (2 Sam

, 18 At lust the day came when mo n from ATTENTION STORY
i the tribes came to David in Hebron, and this i David was King of Hebron for more than seve
the messuge they brought (2 Sam, 5. 1, 2 Now | vour, and one day there came to him many peop
tell how the elders came and mude David king, | Whe said, * Now we belong to you, and’ you 1

related to us, and we want You to reign over ¢

land.”  David was a man then: he was strot

4 and well, and was quite used to

fore came true, and seven years after Saul's death wearing a crown. e was made king

David was king over all Israel.  [Print the title of | ap.) was there for many years until he wy

man,  This book says that he grew great, too. 1)
You remember that we talked of true greatness i
& 3 % lesson we had a little while ago? It was about
king, there's nothing more for me to do: I'll have disciples asking Jesus who should be gre atest, «
a4 good time and enjoy myself?” No, it was he answered that it was he who served ull, Day
erved all the people by being their king, Let

and how Jerusalem becume his dwelling plac

(verses 3-9). The words God spoke so long e

the lesson on the throne
Do you suppose that David suid, “ Now I'm

after he became king over all Isruel that thes

words of our Golden Text were suid by lim, | Tend about it, - [Read ¢ Sum, 5, 1o, 10.}

Repeat the verse till learned | Explain unusual words: ¢ Tribes,” * broug!
I know what made David go on and grow great: | est” ¢ anointed,” * re igned,” © hosts,”

do you? It was because the Lord was with him, |

How I wish to-day that every hoy and girl her s

would muke up their minds to scrve und trust Gog | OUTLINE.

as David did. You will never have the hard times [ o Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, Gold

or the same kind of’ cnemies to o reome as llt‘ L Nty and (¢ onversation about the ‘l”’.\'

but you will have real fighting to do against Wonday. The people trusted David bees

Satan and temptation, and there is much for ' they knew that he tried to be good and wisc

You to do for the Lord. God needs great men and | to rule well Do you remember a losson we h

womep in the world to-day. T want each of you to | little time ago about the man who went away

be one, who will go on in all that is good and true, | left money for others to cure for? When he car

and of whom all who know you will say, “The | aguin he f und that some had been taking g

Lord is with him,” or ** with her.” | care of it, but that one man had hidden his

3 | napkin,  We remember that he let those who |

SUGGESTIONS Fok CoLorixa. Throne, Own, 806D- | 4one well rule over five cities, and ove r ten cit

steps, brown; title, white; “ Went
“Grew great,” blue; * David,” white,

Tuesday. 1t was beeause David had donc

rule over other countrics, It is just so with
and girls who are carcful of a little and faithfi
a few trusts ; they are promoted to greater trust
Wednesday. "The Golden Text says David
great ; that means that people in many countr

knew of his faithfulness as a good ki

Thursday, B
could be wise and true, 1l prayed to God

ise the Lord was with him

and thanked him for 1ij

Viday. David said onee, * Seven times
alm 119, 164), It
t was thankful, w

do I praise thee” (P,
have been because his

was glad to pray that he was strong and
great.”  Ile remembered God and his words
Narvre Work, Let us talk o
" X carth, It is because of God's loving care tl
Kindergarten Hints, the people and beasts and birds are fed fro
KiNDERGARTEN  Drparruest, David King of earth,  The clover blossoms and the oy
5, 10,
GoLpen Text,  * David went on and grew great,
and the Lord of hosts was with him? (2 Sam, 5,10). | to eat, How is it done ?

uin of the reje

Israel. 2 Sam, 5 sweetness for man and for beast, and also for tl

inscets. The hay is now made ready for m

little work well that all the people wanted him t

plctures
Tle
upon t}
rget-n,
Places
SCIEN(
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forget-me
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may b
memberiy

nd brot),
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wk at,
and of tha

and out of

THE AR
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|

why ¢
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e e i
Arr Wogk, Study the Froglel Mother Play | und were made better for

s she brought a bless.
Mg where'er she nt., Print « o
right of thy ark

pieture of grass mowing, Hasten, Py ry o the

Messing " 4
Meudow.™ " Ly the children compare the points of

the picture with wht they sce in naty
luiry now, They will discover Loy
nuature,

Hann Wouk, ),

re and in the Perhaps You will underst

Art interprets | i You think

W what this meuns
low you e when youy mother
away, and how the tinute
children ip l\'imh-r:;u‘lvu seems so differen You feel hep Presence right
may outline ligtle meadows und fields, making away &5 4 blessing to you gang the home,
fenees  with sticks, and then  they may umle Print * Brings above and “The
pietures of these upon the )

luckbogard, j Home " beloy the ark

she is back everything

3 shie briy

* Blessing,
The Traxstrioy CLass may tryee the flowers
upon the card wig), colored paints, The little
forget-me-nots grow at the brooksides and in moist dearest
places,

But even these People whose presence brings g
Mot stuy with us g]y uys

friends muyst leave us; is

3 one day ouy
there anyone
I whose presence We can have ulways and who
SCIENCE AT Ilong Witk Morner, Tyl Of | brings a preg er blessing than any other? [Pring
tlowers, of thejp beauty ang perfume,  The Jigle Y God's " gt Jefy of the ark.] Per, Aps it is hard 1o
forget-me-nog suys, * Remember me.” I wonder jf understand aboyt God’s presence because we cqy-
David ever saw any of these little flowers ! They f ot see him with oyp eyes, but [ hope our Jg
may be, to us, 4 sign of God's goodness in pe- to-day will show You how real it is,
Zives us not only fond parents Who were the people God chose
and brothers and sisters and friends and homes, When he led the
but also my, 1y beautify] things we have Jjust to
look at, We may have thoughts of great gladness
and of thunkfulness to God for all bey
and out of doors, for he always re

SS0N
membering us, e for his own ¢
Israclites out of Egypt, how did
they know God was leading them ?
Presence was shown in the

(Exod. 13, 21 ).] Some of yo
told Moses to build the tabery,

[Tell how his
pillar of eloud and fire
tremember how Gog
iacle, and how he gave

tties indoors

members yg,

S direetions for every part of' it ; the Host important

LESSON 111, (July 19., | lhm;{ for the |nln-r9:wlv was the ark, [Deseribe

| how it was mude (Exod, 25, 10-21), and draw the

THE ARK BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM, | Wk with yellow chalk over the outlines,] Now
2 8am. 6. 1 12,

hear what God said, [Read Exod, 25. 22; other
GoLpen Texr, « () Lord of hosts, blessed is references, ey, 16, 2

2, last clause ; Nupm, 7. 89.)
the man that brusteth in thee v (Psalm 84, 19, | When the priests went into the holy pluce and saw
i the cloud they knew that it meant God was there ;

Primary Notes, it o G they kney R

1t was the sign of his

Presence,

Beeause (o showed himselfabove the
ita very holy thing, so holy that he ¢
can be quickly drawn, | only the i

once reud “the story of
little girl calleq Murie Celest $
| I don’t know tht she looked
I ditferently from other little
. girls, and there is no reason
why others should not be like her, The story was
about her life during one summer, and when |
finished reading I wished there were many such
girls in the world, Everyone loved her; her home
and even the street where she walked or played
seemed better and brighter for her presence, [fer

[Have the gk outlined
| fuintly iy, brown, so that it

ark itmade
‘ommanded thag
gh priest should cone near it, and thag
o one should toueh it ; when it w
cd by these long poles,

4s moved it wys

God's presence in the
cloud over the ark brought o blessing to that
Church in the wilderness, [Print “ Chygol, »
the left of Home.” Roview
1 Sumuel, chaps, 4-7.]

ut
the story found in

David was now king over whom 2 Where had
he made his home and set up hig kingdom ?
You think what would be ong of the first

uvid would want to do? Bring the ark to Jory-

salem, and oup lesson to-day tells how he did it,
futher ang mother took her to England to make g Pring the title on the front of the ark, and tel] the
long visit to gwo boy cousins who were orphans, story (2 Sum, ¢, 1-15).]
and I carinot begin to tel] Youthe difference it made ’ Why do you

in thut home when Marie came into it
ther

Can

things

suppose the household of Obed-cdom
was blessed while the ark was in his home?  Be-
cuusq the ark was where God met his people; it
| Was God's presence that brought o blessing to thyy '

3 her being
r her presence brought sunshine and cheer,
[Print « Preggpog on the ark.] Can You think
Why * Tt wasn't because she Was a perfeet little home,

#irl, though she tried hard and succeeded in eona / God no longer shows

Hucring her funlts, but it was beeause she was ever |
remdy

his Presence over the ark ;
the cloud rested on the ark for many

to be helpful anq muke those around her “' last God sent his

happy, so that even the house seemed different |

when she wag in ity the others folt her presence f

Years, but at
on to talk to, to help, and to guide
his people,  Jesus's presence brought God o
the world and with it

—

lose to
4 great blessing, Byt Jesus
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.
has gone back to heaven ; has God left us now with- | which the king mude for them., It is the twenty
out hix presence ¢ No, no; when Jesus went away | fourth Pralm, and the King began to sing, * i
Holy Spirit, and his presence in our | earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof

) ) S : e | then the singers of the chorus were divided, und
hearts always brings a blessing. [Print ** Heart g | when the king sang, ** Who shall aseend intp th,
rightof ** Home."” | hill of the Lord?" or, ¢ Who shall stand in }

This blessing can come to the heart of the littlest | Doly place 7 one chords unswered, “ He that hath
clean hands and u pure heart,” and another id

he sent the

) 0 W N Javid saic «
hild who will (l’:l t the L v.x‘ 1 Av\.l 1 8aid in on. ¢ He shall receive o blessing from the Lord The
of his psalms, |[Repeat the Golden I'e xt.]  Always eople sang, ** Litt up your heads, () ¥y )
remember that the Holy Spirit was sent into the and, ** Who is the King of glory ¢ It wa
world that his presence might bring a blessing to | time of praise to God because his precious wo
i was brought to the great city of Jerusulen:. Befor
every church, every home, every heart ’
20 e ’ the people went to their homes the king bless
Close with a short prayer that no child in the them in God’s name and gave them some for it
class lose this blessing, cat Let us read about i, Read 2 Sum, 6. 1-
SuaGesTions For Bracksoarn Cororing, ** Ark." Explain unusual words “Thence,” “ dwellet}
golden yellow; title, white; *“God’s presence | * cherubim,” * drave.” “ accompanying,” ** tin
rings a brels,”  eymbals.”
lessing to the,” green ;  Church  and * Heurt,” i
white: *“ Home,” green, OUTLINE.
Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, Gold

Text, and conversation about the story
\ Monday. The little children living in that lor
} rings ugo did not have Bibles as you have, 1 wonder if
Blcsslng we love this word as David loved it? Are w
to
read to us?

Tuesday. Whercver this Bible is the people ar

better and their lives are much brighter than t

could be without it ; but there arc little childrer
this lund and many children in other lands who d
not know of God’s word

Wednesday. We wish that ¢ very little el

know about Jesus and could learn his Golden R

If they could know, too, that verse whicl Kir
David said once it would make them glad, T}
| Lord is my Shepherd, 1 shall not want,”

|
J
\ /
J caretul of our Bibles and glad to have the word
|
|

Kindergarten Hints,
KiNpERGARTEN Depantment, The Ark Brought

Thursday. We may give our prayers and our
| money that these little children may hav

) Jerusales 2 Sam, 6, 1-5, 2 " .
to Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 6. 1 Bible. Some of them have pretty homes, thougl
GoLpeN Text, O Lord of hosts, blessed is the | they do not live as we do, Little M ot

man that trusteth in thee’ (Psalm 84. 12) vesterduy that “they sit on the floor.” Y

Apg 1o e KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, | some of the countries they do, und they |
Josh. 8. 5175 Litevary Attractions of the Ribie | pretty rugs and matting to sit upon, They
(Halsey), pp. 377 3 What is the Bible? (Ladd), | with sticks, too instead of with spoons, 'l
Pp. 163-174 5 David, King of Irael (William M. | love and ure as other little ehildren ar
Taylor); Studies in the Old Testament History Friday. 1t d
\I'P.x]]‘\ s Pp. 230-240, sit or whether they eat as we do if they or
ATTENTION STORY | are those that trust the 1 That mew
When David was king he loved God’s word, but | are happy
his Bible was not like this one which we have. It N ivtis Wos
was a parchment, or large picee of paper, with the SYATERE Y ONK
writing upon it, and this was kept in a beautiful

% not matter where those ch

| good children.  Our Golden Text says, Bl

The talks may be of gold, w

| s the most precious metal. The Bible says t

box. The box was made of wood, and then covered | u place for wold wher they find it (Job 25), 1
allover with gold, and upon the top of it were golden | hidden away in the earth. God has many s
pictures of angels. This box was ealled © the abk, | hidden away in the earth, and he is leading n

and when David was leaving Judah and going to g M
Jerusalem to live he wanted this word of God | to think about them and to find many of |

taken there too. One day he and a great number | cious things, Thoy can do wonders with 1}
of men went o get the ark, und they an_')'n W10 | (Steam, ¢ lectricity
derusalem. They had a new cart to carry it, and |
the king and those who were with him were very |
happy. ~ They played upon instruments of music, |
andit is thought that they sung a song of praise ' quality—hard or soft? It is suid that a =

1a other topics the old

dren will be interested to talk about G
coined into money. What eolor is it? What i

pietu)
be im

Th
pictuy
eard,

For
thoug
ber yo

grand,

are ma
tmother
have n
furilies
ful Bib
Rule by
ng to
we had
they hag
happy i
and love

GOoD’s

GorLpey
trust” (p

its appeara
Pears: and
song.  Opey
rainbow, an
to Noah, ]
riinbow, N
the elouds,
and of God's

destroyed ag



SUNDAY §

drawn into a wire five hun-
und that one ounce
wsilver wire may be exten
undred miles, [Suc

grain of gold muy he
drad feet in length,
coveri
thirteen |
given to the |

Anr Wopk
traine
ent metuls

of gold
than
b information muy be

led more

arger ehildren by
Show that the
1 ean make most Won

This is

" i.mu,“
human hand wie n
lerful forms of ditter-
luptation of ngtyre t

“the u 0

The smull ¢

] hildren may outline
of the objeets named

pictur in the lesson, This
1 be done wirl sticks, and glso upon  the
kbourd [the earts of ancient times had by

y and the
pletures of harps, Curts, and cynibgls,
be imitation, not invention,

The Transimion CLass may do the
picture upon the
eard,

For Science ar |
thought of the valu
ber your niothe
grang
ure n

o wheels usually children may draw

This wil

work on the
lexson card, 45 dirceted on the
Toxk wrrn Morugy impress the
¢ of the Bible, Do you remen,.
s Bible and the old Bible your
lmother used t read every day t But there
hose mothers and grand-
I the Bil e, 1 seause they

We would Jike to have
the seas know of these beytj-
and we may obey the Golden
bles to titem, That will be do-
ing to them as we would like them to (o to us if
we had never hearg of this wonderfy] book and
they had,  Fathers and mothers gnq children gre
happy in homes where the Bible words are regd
and loved and obeyed,

little childrey w
mothers have never pey
have never hegrd of it,
farilies living over
ful Bible stories,
Rule by sending

LESSON 1y, (July 26,;
GOD’S PROMISES TO DAVID, g Sam,
7. 416,
GoLpeN Texr, wpy, Thee, 0 Lord, do 1 I
trust™ (Psalm 71, 1),
Primary Notes,

[In Mrs, Ken
cial - Songs

ut my

nedy’s Spe-
and  Servi, 8,

Have a how op the board
made with the seven colors,
and during q fow minutes of
the opening exercises talk a
little about the rainbow ;

its appearance and colors ; when and why it ap-

Pears s and teach the tune and first verse of the
Mg, Open the lesson with the song of the first
rainbow, and how it was the sign of God's promise

to Noah, printing the word ** promige "
riinbow.  Now tell how, when we see the bow in
the clouds, we pot only think about its beauty
ind of God’s promise that the earth shall never be
destroyed aguin by water, but that it reminds us

Page 26, is a Rainbow Song, |

| God's

on the |

CHoor pay NNER,

[ der

443

how God Iy Iped Nouh in g time of great trouble,
Teach und sing tho third verse of the
Noah was nop the only one who needed God's
help in trouble; can you te]) me of uny others ¢
ISpeuk of promises 1o Moses and Israclites Does
What king have
deal about lately who often and
otben wus in gregy trouble ¢ [ Pripg ¢ David
the  bow Who always promised to
him ¢ [ Pring o God's
God always kept his
brought him saf. 1y

God alwuys ko I his promises ¢
we heard u great
un-
help
above the bow, |

Promises to David; he

through much trouble and es-
1 him king over al) [srael,
What did we hear of Davig doing last 8
We have thought of David
futher's sl I': of his killing Goliath ;
with Saulj of his hiding from Saul 3
of his being mude king over duduh, and they over
ull Isruel,  Now [ ant you to think of him ina
differen a4y, [Reud ¢ n.7.1.]

Nillilu{:luil-ll'\ in his house, with no battles to
fight, for there was rough his kingdom,
he remem) much God had done for him
ble house, and
ains, and g great
build a beautiful house
called the prophet Nathan
wanted to do, and Nathan

tublished or settle
unday ¢
keeping his
of his life
of his wars ;

[Review, |

peace all th
ered how
he thought of his own eomfor
then of God's house made of eurt
Wish come into hiy heart to
for the Lord, 8o he
und told him what he

suid (ven 8).
That night God gave Nuthan 4 message for
David, [Make trom the verses 5-16 a simple and

short story of the messuge, leaving oyt what would
be hard to be understood.] God had given to
David the work of fighting many battles, and now
to his son he Kgave the work ul'l.uilding a house
for him, Perhaps David was disappointed when
Nuthan brought him God's message; but wag
there anything in it to muke him glad? Wiy
romises to hin, [Add an s to the word
promise,”]  [low happy he must have been to
know that God was going to wateh over and care

for his son ! What two promises did God give
David  for himsclf ¢ [Pring below  the word
“ David? wp win estublish,” explaining that

We know how David
Promises, because we

*establish " means to s
felt. afror receiving these
have in the Bible the story of whay he did to show
his thankfulness, [Tell of Davids prayer, and re-
peut selections from verses 18-21, 25-99, |

When God Promised to establish | avid’s house
and kingdom forever he wieant that, as long as
there were Kings in Tspuel, some one of David'y
family should he king; and the reason he said
“Aforevern s Whose kingdom can
never end, waus to he born of one of David’y
fumily, I think even David hardly knew what n
great promise this was, but he knew enough to
muke hing say our Golden Text, [Repeat. |

God's promises made David glad and thankful,
und to-duy you may be glud and thankful, too, be-

was heeause Jesus




cause God has given you many precious promises,
The first part of God’s promise to David was
about his family ; listen to what God has promised
you. [Read2 Cor, 6. 18.] A * Father,” and * sons
and daughters !
Who is God’s beloved Son? Then if Christ is
God’s son, and God makes us his sons and daugh-
ters, we belong to the same family, and that fumily
will last forever,

God's second promise to David was about his
kingdom. You know that God hus promised
Christ this world for his kingdom. Would you
like to belong to Christ's kingdom? Hear what
he says. I we are obedient children an entrance
shall be given us into the eve lasting kingdom of
Christ (2 Peter 1.11), [Print % kingdom.”] When
you look at the next rainbow remember God's
promises to you, and think as he helped David, so he
will help you, Sing third verse of Rainbow Song.
['The couplet ean be omitted ]

Svaekstions ¥or Brackmoarp Covorine, Rain-
bow, the seven colors ; title, white ; I will estab-
lish,” ete., in the seven rainbow colors: * 1,” vio-
let; * will,” indigo, ete.

Establis-thy, '+ forever

ingdom =

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, God's Promises to
David. 2 Sum. 7. 1-5,

Gowven Texr, ““In thee, O Lord, do 1 put my
trust ™ (Psalm 71. 1),

Amws 1o Tue KiNvereartser,  Tloly Bible,
2 Sam. 7. 1-17; Daily Bible Il.'ml/'uhmm||\'in..>Y
ppe 211-2215  David, King of Israel (Krum-
macher), chap. 8, page 42; Sermons (Theodore
Cuyler, D.D.), National Preacher, No.40; Old
Testament Ilistory (Smith), pp. 435-439,

ATTENTION STORY,

After the great procession of mien had brought the
ark to thecity of Jerusalem, the king thought that
there should be a church built where the people

ight go and hear God's word read, and where

y might pray to him and sing together their
hymns of worship. Some time after this another
king, numed Hiram, had sent messengers to David,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Why, that makes a family! |

———————————"

| ters and masoms went, too, and they built a good

house for the king: we read about'it here, [Read
2 Sam. 5. 11.] Well, one day when the king was
sitting resting in his house, he said to a minister
who was there with him that duy, * See, I live in &
house of cedar, and the ark of God is standing in a
tent with curtains, not even doors on the tent,”
The minister thought that there should be u chureh
or temple built, and he said that the Lord would
help David and be with him if he would do it.
After that, at night, the minister was sure that
God's voice spoke to liim in his heart and told him
to go and lvlf the king to build a house, so the
minister gave the message to the king. We will
read about it, [Read 2 Sam, 7. 1-5.]
Explain unusual words: ¢ Prophet,” ‘¢

“dwelleth,” * within,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golden
Text, and conversation about the story.

Monday.” God's promises to David were that he
and his children should be blesse d, and that people
long after should know that David was King of
Isruel.  We know that God is as good and as truc
to us now as he was to David then, and we can
trust him and love him, Let us repeat the Golden

and say it every day this week (Psalm

. 1)

Tuesday, A promise of God was made to people
long before thut time, but it is true to day. Itis
written in Gen, 9. 13, 14, Read it. This is a
promise that there shill never be too much rajn
full upon the earth,  After a shower, these summer
duys, we see the sign in the sky which reminds us
of the promise. What do we call it ? Yes, a rain-
bow.  And what beautiful colors ! red, orange, ye
low, green, blue, violet,

Wednesday. Talk of that other great promise
which we talked about some weeks ago—secdtime,
harvest, heat, cold, summer, winter, day and night
all come to us; God said that they will always come
and they always do,  [Read Gen, 8. ]

Thursday. - David could not be happy while liv-
ing in a good house, while God’s house was but a
tent, Ile thanked God for a hous 1l he wanted
to show his thankfulness and his love by having
a good house where the people might worship
Go

Friday., The Bible is printed now so that we
each may have one and read the promises God hus
given to us. Once David said that God’s word was
a light to his path.  That is what it is to us, for if
we read it we know how to live and how to be
good and to do god,

Narere Wonk, Talk of the rambow. What
arcits colors?  Find the same colors among vour
papers and among the flowers.  Blue (sometimes
translated violet in the Bible) must have been of

| deep dark shade, The dye of fhis color was |

cured from a shellfish found on the Phenician
coust, Purple is obtained from shellfish also, and

and these men carried cedar trees, and the carpen- | the color matter is extracted from a single vessel in

the fis.
vulue,
seem te
e e
of the
COrrespe
purple,
speciall,
the deec
Arr
children
art, hlug
constanc
gin Ma
nntle,
Hann
pictures
The 1
upon the
SciENe
ungeltish
to give o
his peopl
niuy give
things wi
right to d
others,
e doing
may do ¢

“ Don't
Beean
The hay
Then,
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the fish, y ling a smull quan
value. Tt was the royal color,
feem to be used

Yy and of g
Seurlet and erimson
in the Se pture to designate the
sume eolor,  Scarlet was procured from the female
of the ilex and resembled cochineal,  Ruby red
corresponds to the searlet of the 8§ ipture ; Llue,
purple, and red, with White, have been regarded s
specially saered, having been seleeted of God in
the decoration of the tabernacle,

Arr Work,  Iave
children designate the different shades,
arty blue signifies heaven, heaven ove, truth,
constaney , and fidelity, Thus Christ and the Vi
gin Mary are represented as wearing the blye
mantle,

Hano Wonk,  The small ehildren iy
pictures of the riinbow,

The Transirion Crass may
upon the lesson eard,

SCIENCE AT llomg wimy Morngr, Talk of the
ungelfish love whiel, prompts those who love God
to give of what they have
his peaple,

In sacred

make

for his house and for
Teach a lesson in cheerful giving, We
iy give to the ehurceh and to others some of the
things which we would rey Iy like to keep, It is
right to de
others,

¥ ourselves, it mukes us strong to help
What can we do for others more than we
are doing now ¢ (an You think ¢ something you
may do ¢

“Don't think there is nothi
Because they can’t work like
The hurvestis great and the Ial
Then, ehildren, do ) that you can,’

- S
Whisper S mgs for July,

FIRST LESsoN,
God is our mighty King;
He rules ahove, below,
And if we trust in him
He'll tell us whero 1o go.

SECOND LESsoN,
Gaod is our gracious Guide,
He leads us every day,
It we but take his hund
And follow in his way,

THIRD LESsON,
God'is our holy ¢ d,
O worship him with awe;
Listen to hear his won,
And ulways keep his luw,

FOURTI LESsoN,
God is our lov ing Friend,
He knows euch little heart
Aud in his holy work
Each child may have a part,

a color lesson and et the

eolor the picture
|

HTOOL BANNER,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Third Quarter,

Pratse Skrvicr, [AIl Standing. )
Teacher, 0, give thanks unto the Lord
Class, For he is good,
Teacher. Thou art my Gd,
Class, And 1 will praise thee,
Teacher, Thon art my God
Class, 1 will exalt thee,

)

Teacher, T will praise thee,
Class. For thou hast heard me,
SINGING, * Praj

children,”

se him, praise him, all ye liwle

Witseer Prayin,
Jesus, how we thank thee
For thy love to-day !
0, be near to hear us
As we praise and pray.

¢ teacher, all Joining in the Lord's

SiNGING,  [Chureh hymn appropriate to the
lesson. |
Teacher, What has Jesus said ahout giving ¥
reely ye have received ; freely give,
Givine Song,
Gy followed by birthday offerings,
CoNcrrr Recirarioy,
The s and the gold are thine,
And we belong to thee 3
O may we always love and give
With hearts both glad and free,
REVIEW ¥ROM Boanp,
SUPPLEMENTAL Lkssoy, =
1SE, * We will all vise up together,”
Crass Teacmia,
Ecno Pray
CLOSING Fxkrcrsgs,
Teacher. The Lord ghall preserve thy going
ont, .
Class, And thy coming in,
Teacher, From this time forth, and even for-
ever more,

CLASS AND TEACHER,

Now the hour is over,

And ere we go g A
All standing thus together
This little prayer we'll say—
[Al fold hands, |
Tlelp us, heavenly Father
Thy loving face to seck ;
And guide and keep us safely
All through the coming week,
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A Worker's Prayer.

Lokn, speak to me, that I may speak
In living echoes of Thy tone ;

As Thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thy erring children lost and lone.

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead

The wand’ring and the wav'ring feet ;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed

Thy hung'ring ones with manna sweet.

O strengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the rock and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea.

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious things Thou dost impart ;
And wing my words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of manya heart.

O give Thine own sweet rest to me,

That I may speak with soothing power
A word in season, as from Thee,

To weary ones in needful hour.

O fill me with Thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow

In kindling thonght and glowing word
Thy love to tell, thy praise to show.

O use me, Lord—use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, and when and where,
Until Thy blessed face I see,
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share,
—Frances Ridley Havergal.

B

The Careless and the Painstaking
Teacher.

SEE the careless teacher at his work. One
trembles to watch him open the First Class
Book, and read his text :

“God has fed me day by day.

God is not far off now.

(iod can see me, and all I do."
What little he has to say on the lesson is soon
said.  Toamplify the themes, and dive ify the
illustration of them, is far beyond the capacity
of any person previously unprepared. The
ideas, though couched in monosyllables, are big
with meaning. Providence—the omnipresence
and omniscience of the Deity —what can an
empty mind do with them? The children
soon get restless. The teacher feels uneasy ;
sighs over what he wrongly attributes to his

own inability ; gets overwhelmed ; is vexed to
find himself in « situation so painful, and longs
for the time when the task will be over, Who
can wonder that such teachers early sink
beneath the irksome duty, and leave the work
in disgust ?

Let us turn to the painstaking man ; it may
be profitable to obscrve his movements,
Before he begins, a keen sense of responsibility
causes him to probe his motives, and invoke
divine assistance. He fixes his eye upon the
monosyllables, and gazes at them, till the littic
words swell with their big meaning, . and
branch out into copious and self-creating trains
of thought.  First thoughts are rejected, till
other and more matured reflections expand
into profitable and useful forms. He knows by
experience that ideas rise into the mind only
by reiterated and protracted contemplation ;
but he knows, also, that success is the sure re-
ward of diligent research, Having separated
and arranged his principles, he proceeds to look
out some Bible tale illustrative of them. in
the case nuprnaed, the tale of Elijah occurs
a8 most suitable as it elucidates the whole
lesson.  Providence, in that God fed him by
the agency of birds; omniscience, in that God
8aw him in the cave; omnipresence, in the
multiplied forms of his appearance to the
prophet.  Thus further furnished, he looks
about for other illustrations suitable to chil
dren, and selects a few, such as the following :
To illustrate providence in the article of food,
he calls to mind the fact that the philosopher,
Leguat, and his companions were thrown upon
the island of Rodriguez, on which they found
1o cocoa-nut trees ; but precisely at that time
the sea threw upon the coast several cocoa-nuts
in a state of germination, as if to induce them
to remain and cultivate them. To illustrate
omuiscience, he selects the following : There
was once a prisoner confined in a dungeon,
under strict surveillance. In addition te the
fetters by which he was bound, a smal! opening
was made in the ceiling, and in the chambe:
above a keeper was ever stationed, whose
unceasing duty was to bend down and look
into the room to watch the prisoner’s acts,
Whatever he did, there was ever that eye upon
him.  For omnipresence he takes the follow
ing : Collins, the freethinker, once met a plain
countryman going to church, and asked him
where he was going. On receiving the reply,
he put to the countryman, in ridicule, this
foolish question : ““Is your God a great God or
a little God ?” and got this wise answer :
‘“ Both. So great, that heaven cannot contain
him ; so little, that he can dwell in my small
breast."— Blacket,

—_—————

Nornixa so clearly discovers a spiritual man
as his treatment of an erring brother, wishing
to restore rather than to upbraid him,—s¢,
Augustine.
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OLD ST98'7E§ ETOFP‘ Price, 3 cents each; by mail,

.. 3 40 cents per dozen, postpaid.
Each 16 pages, 11 X 74 inches, fully illustrated, and with ornamental covers,
To )’ Jack's Lad, A Lancashire Story of Hodgson Casson, the Humorous Reviy
e Days of John Wesley. By Uncle Jacob. By Rev. Benjamin Gregu?'. D.D.
The Bishop of Berry Brow. The Story of A Brand Plucked out of the Bur
Little A‘I’])e. a I\I'arkshlre Local Preacher, By Incidents in the Life of John Wesley, By
ewel

Rev. I, William Nichols,

Sammy Hick, the ‘Illnlfl- Blacksmith, By Gldeon Ouseley : The Irish Mls-lon;try to the
i ’ A

Rev. John M, Bamford, rish. By Hev. Thomas M'Cullag]

The Man With the White Hat, The Story of Mr, and Mrs, Rogers. A Cornish Story, By
an Unknown Mission. By Charles R, Par- Mark Guy Pearse.
The Cirenit Rider. A Story of the Heroic Age
Peter Cartwright, the Back woods Preacher of American Methodism, By Anne E,
" Rev. John M. Bamford, Keeli
n a Recovery of Isane Marsden, 3 Dlluulonnlry o the
. * Land,

the G ne
the Yorkshire Farmer i bler's Beneh (o Prestd % Chalr,
quent Preacher, By Aune K. Samuel Bradburn.) By Rev. Benjamin
Gregory, D.D.

Mason and Missionary, By rtha Th m!nmn. the Fi
). eeling. reston. By John Taylor,
Father Taylor, * Sallor Preacher, By * of our Misslons, Dr. Coke, By

Charles R, Parsons. Rev, Henry Bunting,
Honest Munehin: and other Sketches of Early | Wm, Bramw the Apostle of the

Methodism in the Black Country. By John Taylor,

MRS. WORBOISE'S STORIES.

t Methodist in

Special Cheap Canadian * Bound in strong cloth boards

Edition. $l.00 each.
222 % 1]

Overdale + The House of Bondage 8ir Julian's Wife
Christabel T he Brudenells of Brude Warleigh's Trust
St Beetha's Heartsease in the Family His Next of Kin
Nobly Born Grey House at Endlestone Joan Carisbroke
Lady Clarissa Mr. Montmorency's Money The Abbey Mill
Father Fablan Robert Wreford's Daughter Esther Wynne
Grey and Gold The Fortunes of Cyril Denham Amy Wilton
Violet Vaughan The Heirs ot Errington Helen Bury
$anonburyf Hnl(' Ih\:{s(orv of Penelope Sissle

hornycroft Hal ‘'oman's Patlence .
Oliver Westwood Husbands and Wives Maerint yify b The Shary; By
Singlehurst Manor Emilla’s Inheritance P an
Millicent Kendrick Fortune's Favorite Our New House; or, Keeping up
Margaret Torrington Maude Boiingbroke Appearances

Titus: A Comrade of the Cross = $o 90
Recent By Mrs. Kingsley. Hlustrated.
Stephen: A Soldier of the Cross 0 75
o By Mrs. Kingsley.

Cleg Kelly : Arab of the City - 125
Books By 8. R. Crockett. Ilustrated,

Barbara Heck. - - - . o . . . 075
A Story of Canadian Methodism, By W. H. Withrow, D.D.

S : l Lion the Mastiff - - . . . . . 0 50
ul a e A Humane Story. By Annie G. Savigny.
Beautiful Joe. By Marshall Saunders. = = 0 75

A Victory Won. By Annie . Swan, Tllus. 125
For 5, S, The Red, Red Wine - . . . . . 1 00

By J. Jackson Wray. Illustrated.
Forest, Lake and Prairie - . . . 1 00

1 : By John MeDougall. Tllustrated,
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By Mrs. Traill. Illustrated.
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Handsomely bound in cloth, with design We have just issued the following sto
and title in gold and colored inks. ) of the Iioya' Own Author " in a ha
PRICE, $1.00 Per Volume. some Canadian edition :
E, .

Bonnie Prince Charlle: A Ta'e of Fontenoy and | In the Relgn of Terror: The Adventures of a W
Culloden.

minster Boy

1 A Btory of Wallace and Bruce. | wyign Wolfe tn Canadn 3 or, The Winning of a
elr: A Tale of the Gold Fields tinent
1 o S A Tale of the Kise of the D
The Lion of the North : A Tale of the Times of Gus
WU AGOphiY. I's Add 3 or, The Freeing of the Net
N s A Story of the Times of
1 With Clive in ¥ or, The Beginning
n and the Raven s or, The Days of King Empire
4 i With Lee In Virginia: A Story of the Any
Under Drake's Flag: A Tale of the Spanish Main Civil War,

NOW READY. JUST ISSUED,

Inductive Studies in Theology,

; ; An Itinerant in the British
{ Sin and the Atonement, Isles.

By N. BURWASH, S.T.D., LL.D, K&V, W W WALKER,
Cloth, 75 cents. Cloth, lllustrated, $1.00.
The author gives us a racy narrative of a visit te
A Biblical and Arminian disenssion, of the great central - Old Country, The sights that met his eves ire descr

4 doctrines of Christianity This volume will commend with all the enthusiasm of one seving them for the f
itself to all thoughtful readers ime,
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4| s a new library of well-selected, readable books.  How long is it since you
4| School-—you who read these lines got in a new library !

Are you still serving ou

to the scholars the old, shelf-worn books that were put on the shelves six vears ag
4 If so, be advised to call a halt.  Ask the Treasurer if the funds will stand a 1
library, If not, then take up special collections, get up

g
something to get the books,

an entertainment 10

We offer to Nchools a range of books not found elsewhere, All the 1
4| authors, and their latest works, Special Canadian editions of the stories of Hex

94 Mus. Wornoise, ANNIE Swan, and “Pansy.” A large number of distinctiy
d| Canadian books of our own publication, Npecial popular series - such as
Eusie, Passy, MiLoren, ete,—at special prices. Discounts the most libera!,
4| books sent in quantity for selection,

4

If the School prefer to deal with the local Bookseller, we can supply thrc
&| him, and will be pleased to do so. We will ‘_(I.ully send our (‘atalogues to
person who writes for them,
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