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ADVERTISEMENTS,

Reasons for the Ponniasity of

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BiBLES

1. They have the largest, clearest type of any Bibles published,
2. They are lower in price than other lines,
3, The Teachers' Helps are of a more popular character—more helpful

to the average teacher—than those of a

ny other.

Want of space prevents us giving other reasons, Always ask your bookseller for THE INTER-

NATIONAL.

Legion « Hesor Normal Bidle af Training Lessons

PREPARED BY

PROF. H. M. HAMILL.,
First and Second Series.—Each, 15¢c. ; Per Dozen, $1.70 ; Per Hundred, $12.00.

These excellent Normal Lessons are being widely introduced and are highly valued. Every live
Sunday-school worker should have, examine and introduce these books into his School.

WM. BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, -

The Leading
PRINTING INK

Manufacturers are

THE ...,

Fred . Levey Company

59 BEEKMAN STREET
... NEW YORK

SPECIALTY:
Fine BOOK, CUT and
HALF-TONE BLACKS.

- - . TORONTO.

BREAKFAST—SUPPER.

EPPS’S

‘ GRATEFUL—COMFORTING.

COCOA

BOILING WATER OR MILK.

WITNESSES

Rev. P, €. Hedlry, 6)7 Huntington Ave., Roston,
Mass.: “Although I Fave not given testimonials of so-
called ‘ Proprietary Medicines,’ I can fully endorse the
one writt.-n by my friend, the Kev. George M,
Adams, B.D,, of Auburndale, Mass. which gave me
confidence in the remedy b fore using it. Of all the
dyspepsin troubles I have
% the best, and seems to be en-
by any one.”
statement is: *‘I recommend
K.D.C. very stromgly 3 in my case it has proved
singularly efficient; when I conld find nothing else to
give relief, it was a {rompt remedy. I should be un-
willing to be without it.”

For Over Fifty Years CURES
MRS. WINSLOW'S Impure Blood

SOOTHINC SYRUP Liver, Cotnplants
Aas boan wsed for ohildren

e i, s the .—',':.:?Eﬁ':h .'..:.‘...':“ E Biliousness
lm&m Tweuky-ve eente's botsle.  Sold Kidney Troubles

’ Scrofula,
L m’m ;J«ﬁtly'ﬂﬁﬂwyﬁ"&’ the advertisement in !l“‘nuls'm Y salo%?mm e
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What will the New Year Bring ? : fullest meaning of the term. May such ines-

I kxow not what another year
May bring to me ;

A life all sombered o’er and drear,
Or full of cheer.

Hoping, trusting, I'll watch and wait,
To see revealed,

What's writ within the Book of fate,
Whene'er unsealed.

I may be called a cross to bear,
As yet unseen,

Or someone’s bitter grief to share, —
Some anguish keen.

W hate'er my lot, I'll not repine,
For well I know,

Some angel hand is holding mine,
Where'er I go. )

Oh ! blessed thought that 'mid the strife
That reigns on earth ;

There is a higher, holier life—
A seconrf birth.

Seek then my soul this life to gain,
And thus to rise,
Above the reach of toil and pain,
Beyond the skies.
E'er clinging to the cross, ™Il win,
That blessed rest ;
So pure, so sweet, so free from sin,
Supremely blest.
—Rev. H. Petty.

——————

Tu1s New Year thou givest me,
rd, I consecrate to thee,
With «ll its nights and days :
Fill my L and with service blest,
Fill my heart with holy rest,
Aud fill my life with praise !
Among the many mottoes and prayers avail-
able and suitable for the New Year, wha
than this beautiful stanza by Miss Havergal ?
He whose life in the swiftly passing months can
be summed up in the words *‘service,” ** rest,”
and “praise” will have a happy year in the

| timable blessing come to every reader of these

lines ! It is an old and trite saying: * How

nridl time urges his flight !—sometimes as a

relentless, unsparing destroyer, but often as a

swift-winged and beautiful angel ; changing,

yet not taking away this world’s blessinge ;
| making our past sorrows look dim in the dis-
! tance ; opening many flowers of pleasure on our
| way, and gra unll{l ripen'nf our souls for the
| great and glorious harvest of eternity.” Of the
| Eenedictiun of time, Dickens has said : ** Father

Time is not always a hard parent, and, though

he tarries for none of his children, often lays
| his hand lightly upon those who have used him
| well, making them old men and women in-
| exorably enough, but leaving their hearts and
| spirits young aul in full vigor. With such
| people the grey head is but the impression of
| the cld fellow’s hand in giving them his bles-
inf. and every wrinkle but a notch in the quiet
calendar of a well-spent life.” Good, quaint
old Fuller prayed: * Lord, give me an hour-
glass, not to be by me, but in me. Teach me
the number of my days—an hour-glass to turn
me—that I may apply my heart unto wisdom.’”

———te e e
A New Leaf,

HE came to my desk with a quivering lip—
The lesson was done—

** Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,” he said :
““I have spoiled this one.”

In place of the leaf so stained ai d blotted,

I gave him a new one all unspotted,
And into his sad eyes smiled—
‘“ Do better now, my child.”

1 went to the throne wiih a guivering soul —

The old year was done— . v il
‘“ Dear Father, hast thou a new leat for me
"I have spoiled this one.” , ., i
He took the old leaf stained and blotted,
And gave me a new one all unspotted,

And into my sad heart smiled —

“ Do better now, my child.”

|
F
\

—Carrie Shaw Price
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OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Ohristian Guardian, weekly. ...........

Methodist M. ne, monthly ...,

M \gazine and Guardian or Waesleyan .

Magazine, Guardian and Onward. ..

The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly...

Bunday-school Banner, month! Peo0s

Onward, 8 pp. 4to, wouily. under 5 co
5 copies and upwards

Pleasant Hours, 4 pp. 4to, weekly, si
Less than 20 copies. .......

Over 20 copies.. ......,
Bunbeain, fortnightly, less
10 c(B:le- and ufvmrds .
Happy Days, fortaightly, )
10 copies and upwards e
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month. . .
Berean Quarterly, 106 copies per quarter, ....
Quartorly Review Service. By the year, 24
cents a dozen ; $2 per 100, 'er quarter, 6
oonts a dozen ; Per 100...................... 0
Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto,
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0. W. Coarrs, 8. F. Hugsmis,
2176 St Catherine St., Meth. Book Room,
Montreal, Que, Halifax, N.8,

motto of each one of us. f the lamp of Hope
and Faith and Love has been kindled in our
heart, let us not seek to hide the light, but

icate its glad illumination to all around,
** No man when he hath lighted a candle ut-
teth it in a secret place, neither under & bus, el,
but on a candlestick (or lamp-stand), that they
which come in may see the light,”

““ Shall we, whose souls are lighted
With wi-dom from on high,
Shall we to men benighted
The Lamp of Life deny 7"

Methodist Magazine and Review—
Amalgamation.
By an arrangement with the Editing and

Publishing C of the Canadian Meth-
odist Review, that high-class bi-monthly has

g:iniztg School M

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Epitor,

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1896

Torch and Banner.

Wi find that we were a little too previous
in our note on the new cover of the BANNER,
last month, At the time of writing we had
seen only the design, which was very hand-
soms, but the exscution fe!l short of our ex-
pectation. We have had to supersede that
design by another, which we think our friends
will consider a great improvement., It em-
bodies the idea of a banner, but combines
with it that of a torch, the symbol of illumina-
tion. This reminds us of Kingsley's stirring
lines :

“ Still the race of hero-spirits
Pass the torch from hand to hand.”

The object of our Sunday-school magazine is
to illumine the sacred text, to communicate all
tho light we oan to its readers, that they may
transmit it to their scholars. It is the sacred
pivilege of doing good, that, like mercy, ‘it
blosgeth him that {vu and him that takes,”
We lose no light by communicating light to
others. The torch burns not less by ightly
t10ough it kindle a hucdred other torches,

A great publishing house has as its seal a
hand passing a torch to another hand, with the
‘motbo, ““ Lot thoss having the light give it to
others.” We hope that this will be the life

been amal ted with the Methodist Magazine,
The best elements of both periodicals will be
united in the Methodist Magazine and Review.

In order to embrace the greater variety and
wider scope of topics which this union requires,
the Magazine, which has just completed its
twenty-first year and forty-second volume,
will be enlarged one-fifth in size, and, by closer
printing, one-fourth in contents. It will still
retain its popular features of superior engrav-
ings, articles of picturesque and narrative
interest, biblical illustration, the ‘“ Romance of
Missions,” popular science, character studies,
serial and short stories, and will add a Review
department for the expression of the higher
shought of our Church, as well as for the ex.
pression of its broadest Christian culture,

Notwith ding this i in size and
improvement in character, the price of the
Methodist Magozine and Review, where taken
with either Guardian or Wesleyan, will be a
reduction to $1.75 from $2, the price of the
Methodist Magazine, Where taken singly it
will continue at the same rice, $2.

The Editors and Publisher of both the peri-
odicals now uniting make an urgent ap)
for the hea.rtg support and co-operation of the
entire Church, that the Methodist Mangazine
and Review may be in every way a worthy
exponent of the best and broadest Christian
culture of Canadian Methodism. An enlarged
staff of able contributors has been secured,
In addition to its lighter features, a monuhly
review of the world’s progress and of the cur.
rent thought in relj on, morals, science and
social economics will be furnished, A s ialty
will be the Review of New Books. The most
important works in every department of
literature will receive careful examination and
oxfodtlon. This will not only be a valuable
guide to the book-buyer, but will keep its
readers informed of ths great questions which
are occupying the public mind.

{
g
1
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It should have a warm welcome in ever.
Methodist hovsehold. A very large number
of new subscribers will be needed to meet the
increased cost of publication and to fulfil our
ideal. Please send in your subscriptions
promptly. .

Each subscriber may also receive, at the
nominal price of 25 cents each, any or all
of the following popular books :
~.Withrow's Harmony of the Gospels.
New edition, Price, 50 cents.

' ‘Native Races of America. 204 pages,
60 engravings. Price, 60 cents.
| 'China and its People. 308 pages, 93
engravings. Price, $1.00.
" A Canadian in Europe., 376 pages,
73 engravings, Price, §1.25.

WitLiam Bricas, Publisher,

W. H. Wirarow, Editor,

Of Methodist Magazine and Review.

sl o
How to Provide Good Reading
for Children,

Lavy Scuuurz, the accomplished wife of
ex-Governor Sir John Schultz, of Manitoba,
read a paper on this subject before the National
Council of Women in Toronto lately. It is
one that has not received half the attention
that it should. ‘‘ Give me the first seven years
of a child’s life,” said a wise divine, “‘and I
will not feel so anxious for the future.” We
are glad to know that better books are super-
seding the childish and frivolous ones which
have been too much in vogue for children.

Lady Schultz justly attaches great imlpor-
tance to early religious impressions—tke lullaby
learned by the bnﬁn in its cradle, the prayer
taught at the mother’s knce. She especially
commende the beautiful tales of the Bible—of
Joseph, of Moses, of David, of Samuel and of
Dm&l. Let the child’s life be saturated with
this sacred lore and it will prove a blessing
throughout its life.

Instead of the tales and frivolous fiction on
which so many young people are brought up,
she commends the fairy tales of science, the
wonders of the field and forest; the story of
Victoria the , and selections from the best
fiction of Mulock, Scott, Thackeray, Dickens
and the better school of writers. She lays
also special stress on the use of selections from
Wordsworth, Longfellow, Whittier, Tennyson,
and the sweet singers who have wedded noble
thoughts with immortal verse.

We heartily d Lad
to all interested in child education. It is pub-
lished by the Bryant Press, Toronto, and may
be ordered through any of our Book Rooms.
It is sold at the low price of ten cents. All the
profits are devoted to the reduction of the debt
on Holy Trinity Church, Winnipeg.

Qohnlts’ honlkl

Early Canadian Methodism.

“‘BarBARA HEck, a Tale of Early Methodism
in Canada.” By W. H. Withrow. Cincinnati :
Cranston & Curts. Methodist Book-Rooms,
Toronto, Montreal and Halifax. Pages, 238.
Price, 75 cents.

Many young Canadians have a very inade-
quate ption of the int and r ti
interest of the story of early Methodism in this
land. There is no more heroic record than that
of the pioneer Methodists of Canada, who for
faith and freedom forsook the older settlements
of the United States on the outbreak of the
Revolutionary War and laid the foundations
of empire in the then northern wilderness.
Prominent among the brave band was Barbara
Heck, the mother of Methodism in the New
World.

In the form of a story the author of this
book has endeavoured to trace the adventures
of the little group of Palatine emigrants who
left Ireland for gcw York, and subsequently
for Canada. A romantic interest is given to
the story by tracing the adventures of the first
two Methodist missionaries to Canada, both
of lwhmn fell in love with the same charming
girl.

For the pictures of pioneer life, of the Quaker
settlement, of the Virginia Loyalists, of the
backwoods camp-meeting, of the domestic per-
secution of Reginald Pemberton, a youn,
Methodist preacher, and the tragic episode of
the last siege of Quebec, our readers are re-
ferred to the volume itself.

The book is brought out in excellent style b
the Methodist Publishing House in Cinciny lt{
with four engravings, and is reprinted in
Canada from fupliuu plates. It will furnish
attractive and instructive reading for Sunday-
school and home libraries.

The Nashville Christian Advocate says of this
book : ““This beautiful story was originaily
pablished in successive numbers of the Cana-
dian Methodist Magazine. We are glad that
Dr. Withrow has now given it to the public in
book form. A more charming little volume it
would be hard to find. Throufh it all there
runs a quiet vein of deep spirituality. It is
just the thing for those of our young people
who desire to'be thoroughly informed in re,
to the mother of American Methodism.”

i i s ———
A ‘““Harmony” Essential.

THE lessons for the next six months deal with
the life of our Lord. Each Gospel gives some-
thing which the others omit. In commenting
on this fact Dr. Peloubet, in his notes on the
lessons for 1895, writes, *‘Some Harmony is

almost essential to the best undersianding of
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these lessons” ; and again, *“ If possible, have
a Harmony before you while studying these
lessons.” ¥le refers to that of Dr. Broadus,
by Armstrong & Co. ; that of Robinson hy
l{oughton, ifflin & Co.—each $1.50. Most
of the other ‘‘ Harmonies ” are the same price.
That by Dr. Withrow, issued by the Methodist
Publilhing House, Toronto, is only fifty cents,
or one-third of this price. It is thus com-
mended by a practical Sunday-school teacher :

‘‘ Far above Concordance. Bible Index, or

their variety, their sharply contrasted experi-
ences, their exhibition of traits of generosity
and ge which ys elicit ad i

‘‘ Sweet singer of the world; ancestor of
Christ ; founder of a dynasty of kings ; a

rophet, 'inspired and uufht. as the Apostle

eter tells us, by the Holy Ghost ; the type
and precursor of him who, though his son, was
also Ein Lord : the man after God’s own heart,
who * did that which was right in the eiu of the
Lord, and turned not aside from anything that

Bible Dictionary, I count the Monot: on the
very best help to Bible study. Speaking for
one, | may say that through recent first ac-

i with a M on, that Matchless
Life has shone upon me with an entire splendour
of beauty and majesty before unimagined. It
has given the life and person of Christ marvel-
lous vividness, setting facts in their due order,
location, relations and proportions, while the
facility it affords is a constant inspiration to
fresh delightful study. Not only every Sunday-
school teacher, but every Bible scholar should
own one.”

The first edition of one thousand was ex-
hausted in less than six months. The second
and third editions, while printed from the sawe

lates, make it a much larger and handsomer

k. Price, 50 cents, Methodist Book-
Rooms, Toronto, Montreal and Halifax.

The Shepherd King.

“Davip: Shepherd, Psalmist, King.” By
F. B. Mever, B.A. New York, Chicago and
Toronto : Fleming H. Revell Company. Price,
90 cents,

Our recent lessons on King David have
brought the thought of the sweet singer of
Israel more nearly to the world’s heart than
ever before. God specially trained him not
only to be a ruler of Israel, but to be the
Psalmist of all mankind. Leading his flock as
a shepherd in one fold of Bethlehem, guiding it
throngh the dark ravines and protecting it
from the lion and bear, he learned to sing
that sweet Hebrew Idyl, the 23rd Psalm, of
which the world will never tire, which learned
at their mother’s knee or lisped by the pallid
lips of the dying, has been a joy and solace to

millions of mankind.

Mr. Meyer is the author of many books on
Old Testament Heroes and the Thristian Life
series which have been read with great profit
by many persons. “‘The character and life of
David,” he says, ‘“‘are supremely fascinating,
not only to holy souls, whose deepest thoughts
have been expressed in his unrivalled psalms,
hat to all men, because of their hum nness,

he ded him all the d.i;' of his life,
save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite,’
So long as time lasts David must always enlist
affection and command respect.”

—— el .
Teaching Methods.

SUNDAY-8CHOOL teaching is an art which is
rarely a natural gift, but must be acquired,
like any other art, by study, observation and
practice. Few successful Sunday-school teach-
ers are born so; most of them are self-made.
A blunderer in beginning, with a firm purpose
to excel, may surely learn how to teach. Most
of the poor Sunday-school teaching comes of
two causes : either poor Bible study, or a fail-
ure to plan the teaching of the lesson. There
are five simple and natural steps that every

ful Sunday-schoo her must take in
every lesson taught. To leave out any one of
the five steps is like taking out a link from
the middle of a chain. The five steps are as
follows :

First Ster. Gerrine Reapy.

1. The teacher must come on time, ahead of
the ciass, in order to make ready the seating,
the books, papers, ete., and to pre-occupy the
restless and often mischievous minds of his
scholars. An habitually tardy teacher is always
a failure. The day's victory is to be largefy
won or lost in the opening moments of the
session,

2. Every scholar, as he comes to his class,
should receive personally from his teacher a
cordial greeting, and be made at once to feel
at home and at ease. Nothing so easily wins
the average boy or girl as this genuine and
hearty welcome |7 the teacher.

3. As fa- as practicable, secure to the schol-
ars comfortable surroundings, such as compact
seating, fresh air, proper vemperature, espe-
cially sufficient nearness to teacher and other
scholars that each scholar may hear and be
beard distinctly.

4. Begin the lesson without books open, whet her
BANNER, leaves, Bibles or papers. Teach eye
to eye, with no ‘“nonconductors ” intervening,
Open the Bible only for reference. This one
rule observed would go far toward assuring
general success in lmqilng.
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SkcoxNp Step: TesTING.

1. Make a double test in beginning: First,
test the attention, the mental attitude of each
scholar. Do this by simple Tmlonl upon

t lessons. Secondly, test the home study
of the lesson, Testing this is the best way to
secure it, and is the only way by which the
teacher may know what is already known about
the lesson, and what is to be taught.

Firrn Step: AppLviNg TaE Lussow,

This demands much meditation and prayer,
and only the Holy Spirit can help you to do it

wisety.

1 gtnd the lesson with respect to each of
your scholars, and try to fit it to their present
needs,

2. In order to do this you will need to study
the scholars themselves in their home-life and

2. Continue the test of att: through
the lesson. Whenever a scholar’s attention
relaxes, ply him with questions and work until

envir You should discover what are
their aptitudes, their mental and moral habits,
ghe,ir.nwcintionl, and thus be enabled to

you rearrest it. Do not teach a t with-
out the attention of all the class. It is time
wasted,

3. Have somecthing in reserve for dispelling
weariness and listlessness, such as an apt story,
object, picture, map—anything that will call
back the waning attention of the scholars. A
hearty minute drill in concert upon answers
or statements given by the teacher will often
succeed.

Tuirp Ster: Tue Dirger TEACHING,

1. Stick tc the Qolden Text of the lesson as a
guide as to what to teach. The Lesson Com-
mittee selected this text as a golden key to the
true purpose and meaning of the day’s lesson.

2. Plan beforehand just what and how much
you shall teach, and hold to it. One point or
truth well fixed is enough. Keep going over
and over this point by iteration, illustration,
questioning.

3. Be careful not to teach truths too hard to
be easily understood. This is the bane of much
teaching.

4. Explain the simple text of the lesson word

+ + asasitany

your class.

3. Make your application in the class imper-
sonal. Let it be known only to the conscience
which you seek to arouse. Nothing so irritates
as being singled out specially as the subject of
public applications.

4. Make the application personally, however,
when face to face with the scholar, where none
but God and he can hear. He will hear you
reverently, and, if you speak in the spirit of a
loving friend, will cherish your words and

memory long after you are gone.—Sunday-
school Magazine.
———terore —

The Future Sunday-school.

You will not often find in a single paragraph
more sound sense than the Advance gives in
the following. It is more than a look ahead
and much more than mere speculation concern-
ing possibilities. Read it more than once, and
follow its teachings :

““ The Sunday-school of the future must be
marked by business system, energy and pre-
cision as distinctly as by church fervour, The

by word, by g
teaching is the great need of our schools, and is
the most helpfu? method.

5. Cultivate a spirit of inquiry and investiga-
tion in your scholars as far as possible. Set
them to looking up parallel and marginal refer-
ences, to searching the Scripturel, to seeing
““ whether these things are so.”

Fourtu Step: REVIBWING,

1. Convince yourself of the imperative neces-
sity for this method, as by it only can you know
that you have been understood, and that the
truth taught is fized in the scholar’s mind.
Teaching without reviewing is one-half of the
circla,

2. Review frequently ; and persist in it until
a clear and definite knowledge‘.whowever little,
is assured.

3. Begin to-day’s lesson by reviewing last
Sunday’s, and close to-day’s lesson by reviewing
what you have taught.

4. Require the scholars to tell bac!: in their
own words and way, however crudely, what
they have learned.

Sunday-school of the future must be emphati-
cally a Bible school, with a copy of that book
in tge hands of every officer, every teacher, and
every scholar old enough to read it, and not &
lesson-leaf or quarterly in the room ; they will
be left at home, where they belong. The Sun-
day-school of the future will be so conducted
that it will be the delight of the children, a
strength to the young and middle-aged ; of the
deepest interest to all, yet not an entertainment.
Its officers will meet as a ‘cabinet’ at least
once a month, and spend an evening studying
the school and planning for it. Its teachers
will only be such as are fitted for it by at least
some simple course of Normal study and who
diligently prepare for their work. It will have,
as far as means will permit, a building or room
adapted to its use—not a cellar or ment.
The Sunday-school of the future must be worthy
of the time and attention of the best and busiest
people. To reach t' tandard here set will
require more stud o time, more money
than has ever been .. 1uto the Sunday-school
before ; yet the returns will be vastly more
m we can now calculate.”"—Baptist S{}mk
ent.
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How to Win the Boys and Keep
Them,

BY MRS, E. FARRANTS,

IN the first place we must lot them feel our
sympathy. We must get in touch with them,
and let them see that we love them and are
anxious for their welfare, both temporal and
spiritual. We may not always find much on
the surface to love or respect, but let us look
carefully, every boy has some good in him,
Let us resolve to find it, Boys—and more
particularly young boys—who are Just starting
out and trying to earn their own livin have
great temptations that we never thin any-
thing about. They are tempted on every
side. All boys have an ambition to be or to do
something ; they want to appear manly amongst
their associates. That is the reason so many
boys indulge in the filthy habit of chewing
tobacco or smoking cigarettes, That is the
reason so many boys use language which they
would be ashamed to have their sisters or their
mothers hear.

1f we would win the boys and keep them,
we must love them and win their respect and
love in return, and, if possible, win their con-
fidence, Whatever they may tell us in confi-
dence we must be sure to hold it sacredly, and
be always ready with the loving word of sym-
pathy and advice. What may seem small to
us, who are s0o much older both in years and
experience, may be great trials and temptations
to them. 97 =, sty pan, o K

We must always have the cheerful smile and
hearty hand-shake when we meet, them. Never
be in ‘such a hurry that we cannot spare one
moment just to ask how they are getting along,
to make them feel we have an interest in their
every-day life,

0ys are very sensitive, and they will soon
notice if there is coolness in our greeting or
manner towards them, and will be almost sure
to think and say, “‘Oh ! they don't care any-
thing about us { "

Let vs always remember that each one of
them is some mother’s boy. Let us remember
that they are (fod’s boys, and He loves them,
The trouble is we so often expect to find old
heads on young shoulders, Religion is not to
make its possessor gloomy or long-faced, or to
take away any pleasures or harmless amuse.
ment, but rather a thing to make us enjoy life

tter, for when we have Jesus we have peace
and joy here, and the promise of the life to
come.

If we would attach the hearts of the boye to
Jesus, we must love them—that is_the great
secret. We must learn of Christ ; learn from
His tender loving sympathy how to love, Then
Wwe must be much in prayer for them ; We must

pray carnestly, and in faith, believing God’s
promise, ““If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what you will and it
shall be done.” Let us go on faithfully sowing
our seed, remembering that they that sow in
tears shall reap in joy.

‘‘ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,”
Then, my fellow-workers, let us not be weary
in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap
if we faint not.

Toronto, Ont.

The Old Testament and the New
Must be Studied Together,

Tuk unity of Tsrael's life is a fact of no little
importance in itself, and its recognition is
indispensable to any large and true view of
biblical history and biblical revelatior The
division of the biblical department n our
theological schools into the two separate

departments of the Old Testame and the
New Testament was srobably ‘conomic
necessity. But it would be not . less than

a disaster if it should lead to (1e feeling on
the part of the students of the Bible that the
Old Testament and the New are two separate
books belonging to two quite distinct periods of
history, an having but a loose connection one
with the other. Not only must the teacher of
the Old Testament know the New Testament,
and the teacher of the New Testament know
the Old Testament, but both of them and
every student of the Bible ought to recognize
the continuity of the history, the record of
which begins in the one volume and is carried
forward in the other. What we need alike as
students of history, and as theologians, is not
a fragmentary and disconnected knowledge of
the Bible, nor even a knowledge of it in all its
parts, but a knowledge of it as a whole, and in
1ts true unity.— 7he Biblical World,

A New Catechism,

A COMMITTEE appointed by the last Gen: ral
Conference has now in hand the Ppreparation of
the new Catechism for our Church, To this
the Rev. Dr. Carman has given a great deal of
time and thought, and has prepared what we
think is the most logical ‘and philosophical
statement of Christian doctrine in siniple
hngun%e that we have seen. This Catechism
will before long be ready for the press. In the
meantime we omit from the Berean Leaf the
l:ctionl of Catechism which we have heretofore
given.
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Sunday-schoo! Libraries.

We have pleasure in reprinting from the
Guardian the following judicious remarks on
this subject :

‘“ A WorD T0 SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIANS.

‘“Now that summer is passing away, and
the various departments of the Church are
actively preparing for what is called the
“geason's work,’ it may be considered timely
to urge upon the librarians of our Sunday-
schools the im
libraries and bringing them ‘up to date.’
Some schools there may be that are with-
out a library, but surely none that is
able to afford one. A school without a
good library is much like an animal try-
ing to economise by using only three of its
four feet—there may be progress, but it is not
easy, pleasant or rapid. With light, per-
nlcf;uu literature as abundant as it is, it
becomes the duty of the Sunday-school to
provide the young in its care with such reading
as will be helpful in its influence on their
minds, and yet sufficiently interesting to keep

. them from reading trashy novels,

‘“We strongly advise every school in the
connexion to get copies of the splendid S, S.
Catalogue, issued during the past year by our
Toronto Book Room, and which may be had
also from the Book Rooms at Montreal and
Halifax. This catalogue contains in all seventy-
three pages, of which fifty-five are devoted to
miscellaneous books for library purposes, ar-
ranged in graded prices. Only such books were
entered in this catalogue as were considered
adapted for Sunday-school libraries.

““Our Book Rooms form the natural base of

pplies for Methodist schools. The stock
they carry is better suited to the needs of our
schools than is to be found elsewhere ; not only
in the selection of general books from the great
English publishing houses, and in the present-
ing of a class of books distinctly Methodistic in
character and teaching, but our Book Room at
Toronto (admittedly first AmoniCnmdlln pub-
lishers) has now a large list of books Canadian
in make and matter, by Canadian authors—

rtance of replenishing their |

Book Room catalogue. Any bookseller can ger,
in a very few days, such books as he may not
at the time have on his shelves, ¥

““Our plea is for the placing of the publica
tions of our Methodist Publishing House on the
shelves of all our Methodist schools. It ie
piea, not only for the support of our Publish
ing House, but as well, and of more impor
tance, for the supplying to the rising youtg of
our Canadian Methodism of such reading as
will make them not only better and more intel
ligent Methodists, but better and more intelli-
gent Christian citizens as they grow up and
assume the responsibilities and duties of
mature years,”

Gone !

* ONCE more we have heard the midnight
clock toll the knell of the dying year, and
again the reflection has come back with
augmented impressiveness: Another year is
gone, gone forever ! The great, many-volumed
book has been sealed up for eternity. The
year's history is indelibly written ; every
thought, word and deed stereotyped forever !
Oh, if something could be left out—the deeds
done in darkness ; vain and malicious thoughts
that we have cherished ; words spoken in haste,
or unadvisedly uttered! Oh, ii something
could be omitted ! But no. ** For every idle
word that men speak, they shall give an
account ; and every secret thing, whether it
be good or evil, shall be bmugﬁt into judg-
ment.”  Gone ! forever gone ; lrrevoubfy
gone is the old year. Gone! its precious
time, its sacred hours, its golden moments.
Gone ! its neglected opportunities for doing
good and for self-improvement. Gone ! its
slighted means of grace and religious privileges.
Gone ! its misspent Sabbaths, its unheeded
sermons, its unoffered prayers. Gone ! all our
sinful thoughts, idle words, unhallowed deeds.
Gone ! Nothing can be recalled, Omnipo
tence itself cannot alter the past. What ix
written is written. and tears of sorrow cannot
wash it out. What is gone is gone, and no

many of them from the pens of ters of our
own Church—and which should be on the
shelves of every one of our schools. It would
be well if the pastor would acquaint himself
with these books and use his influence to have
them placed in the library of his school.

““In the matter of prices our Book Rooms
can supply at as low prices as are to be had
anywhere else. Keen ition has resulted

rep or reformation can bring it back.
The past is unalterable ; there is no going back
to it. But, thanks be to (iod, while we can-
not alter the past, we can, with His help,
determine the character of the future.

At the beginning of this new year God opens
anew volume of pure, unsullied leaves, and
invites us to begin a new life. He invites us

in’large discounts and better terms. In cities
and towns where there are book-stores, the
purchase may, if the school prefer, be made
through a local bookseller, but the selecti

should be made, as far as possible, from the

to tumble our whole library of sinful reeord
‘“‘into the depths of the sea,” promising to
give us full pardon for the past, and all needed
guidance and strength for the future. Shall
we not do it? Let us begin the new page
to-day.—Sunday-school Magazine.
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The Sunday-school Home
Department.

BY REV. T. .C. MARTIN,

I MARVEL that so few schools—or rather
pastors, for they must be relied upon to move
in this mattsr—have introduced this new and
very attractive phase of Sunday-school work.
After six quarters’ experience I see no reason
why it might not be inaugurated in every one
of our Church fields at once,

Later we may be able to get lieutenants to
help us, but at present the minister will find it
necessary for him to start it; and, besides, it
will prove a very delightful ““open door and
effectual,” not only into new families, but also
into those who are just slipping out from under
his touch. How easy, too, to turn the conver-
sation from the Sunday-school lessons to the
most direct and vital of topics for a pastoral
call ! He will unearth some very interesting
facts, as I have, viz. : A deaf and dumb person
is glad of this new phase of Sunday-school
work ; some Roman Catholic husbands terror-
ized their wives out of it in a short time ; the
sick and the aged are delighted that they can
be members of the Sunday-school again ;
mothers with small children give it a gener-
ous welcome ; so many people have trouble
with their eyes or from headaches, These and
many other revelations will amply repay the
pastor for his calls those four weeks of the
year.

The Sunday-school treasury will gain not a
little from this department, " scholars usually
stying fifty per cent. above the cost of the

epartment. ~ New scholars for the school
proper will be found. ‘* Home classes ” may
formed by grouping the scholars in a given
locality together ; and, as many churches gin
a8 Sunday-schools, out of these ** home classes "
may come, one of these days, churches, So
that if we were seeking to spread our Church,
one of the best ways would be to push this
home department out into the neglected fami.
lies and all along the borders.—Zion's Herald.

Oy S iy
Governing,

Trey govern best who do not seem to govern
at all. It is the highest skill in governing
When those governed are led to do what is
desired of them without ever the thought of
authority being exercised over them, Govern.
ing a class is often the teacher’s most difficult
problem, and yet to fail here is to fail at a
vital point, Xll cannot govern. It is an art.
As a rule, they govern best who love most.
There must be a put-{onual!-imhh-plm feel-
ing. Besides this, there must be patience,
sympathy, tactand prayer. He cannot govern
others who cannot govern himself,

Book Notices.

Elizabeth’s Choice. By Mrs. HAYCRAFT. Lon-
don : Charles H. Kelly. Toronto : William
Briggs.

This is a story of English life of more than
usual interest. "It describes the various classes
of which we know little—the knight and the
8quire, the castle and the cottage—with excel-
lent cuts by Mr. Tresider,

And Peter, and Other Sermons, By Rev. J.
WiLsur CuapMAN, D.D., New ork, Chi-
cago, Toronto : Fleming H, Revell Company,
These sermons are not a bit sermonic. They

are rather plain pulpit talks with abundance of
illustration from every-day life. They are
much more readable than sermon literature
generally is. The book takes its title from
the striking discourse on that strongly marked
personality *‘ Simon Peter,”

Scripture Truths made Simple. By the Rgy.
J. ROBINSON (iREGORY, London : Charles
H. Kelly. Toronto: William Briggs,
These stories are designed for little folk in

the primary classes in our Sunday-schools,

They are s%

texts. Every child can understand them, and

they cannot fail to instil lessons of highest

importance. The numerous wood-cuts of Bible
scenes and themes will interest the children
and impress the sacred truths upon their mind.

With Sword and Shield. By WiLLiam J,
Forster.  London : Charles H. Kelly.
Toronto : William Briggs.

Mr. Forster has had large experience in
dealing with young people at Dr. Stephenson’s
Orphans’ Home, and has written several suc-
cessful juvenile books, They are all marked
by vivacious interest and religious feeling,
This story is one of a moral crusade against
wrong and evil, illustrated by the famous
crusades for the capture of the holy sepulchre,

Pink Roses and Other Stories Sfor Leisure Hours,
B‘y MaRGARET S. Havcrarr, London :
Charles H. Kelly. Toronto : William Briggs,

With a (ladsome Mind, and Other Stories Jor
Leisure Hours. Same author and publishers.
The short story will always hold its place in

the reading of bus ople. While it cannot

80 develop and unf:':blty° the motive or analyze

feeling as the longer tale, it gives sharp kodak

views of some single incident or small group of
incidents. It is more difficult to write, as ﬂ is
more difficult to etch a cameo or gem, than to
carve a large relief or paint a large picture.

Margaret Haycraft is a past mistress in this

art as her numerous successful stories demon-

strate. Both the books are beautifully printed
and illustrated.

ort and simple talks on familiar :
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Practical Commentary on the International
Sunday-school Lessons for 1896. Carefully
edited by specialists in the various depart-
ments. By Mgs. T. B. ArNoLp. Chicago,
New York and Toronto: Fleming H. Revell
Company. Price, 60 cents.

A ise exposition of the Sunday-school
Lessons for 1896, with questions, the teaching
of the lesson, helpful thoughts, practical ap-
plications, black-board exercises, and primary
questions and teachings, also numerous maps
and illustrations.

Elbert's Retwrn. A story in which the hard-
ships, trials and sorrows which befell an idle
boy who was foolish enough to run away
from a good home are faithfully set forth.
By the REv. Danier Wisg, D.D). London :
Charles H. Kelly, Toronto : William Briggs.
The genial Dr. Wise, whose name is expres-

sive of his character, has been familiar to

three generations of Sunday-school scholars,

His books have been among the most popular

and instructive of their class, He knows the

New Englanders well and in this story manages

the Yankee dialect like a native. It is a

capital picture of boy-life in New England.

Mr. Robinson’s pictures of little Elbert in his

various adventures are very amusing,

Three  Fishing Boats, and Other
Children. B,

Talks to
Jous C. Lamsgerr, B.D.

Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier,

Toronto : William Briggs. Price 50 cents,

It is a gift of highest vaiue to be able to
speak with interest and profit to children,
Our Sunday-schools, especially our primary
departments, have greatly developed this
talent. It is one which the lady seems
specially to possess, but one less common
among preachers, yet is a gift which they
should most earn-stly covet. Too often the
sermon has little to interest the young folk.
The fodder is placed so high on the rack the
lambs cannot reach it. In every Sabbath
service there should be either a five minutes’
talk to the children or something for their
special interest. The talks to the children in
this little book are models in tieir way. The;
have stood the test of delivery at the Sabbat)
services; They are preached b parables on
such striking ‘subjects as: ‘‘The Hands of
Jesus,” “‘Lions in the Way,” “God’s Ham-
q:er,” ““God’s Looking-glass,” *“ God’s Search-
lgEht, ““The Lilies and the Ce lar,” and the
like. Teachers and preachers alike may learn
much from this little volume.

The Doom . of the Holy City. Christ and
Casar. By Lypia Hoyr FARMER, author of
“The Prince of the Flaming Star,” etc.
New York: Anson D, F, Randolph & Co.
Toronto : William Briggs,

This is another of those books which, like
General Lew Wallace's ** Ben Hur,” is designed

to furnish an historic setting for the story of
the matchless life of our blessed Lord. r¥t is
in our judgment superior to most of its class,
The author has entered into the spirit of the
old classic times. The book is perhaps a little
overladen with archaological learning, but
gives a very vivid presentment of a life both
in Rome and Jerusalem. By special permis-
sion the book is dedicated to the Right Hon.
W. E. Gladstone.

The author says: ‘‘ He who came to give
eternal life to perishing men walked the streets
of Jerusalem eighteen centuries ago, as actual
an historical fact as that Nero sat on the throne
of the Cwsars, or that you and I tread the
earth to-day. To endeavour to make more
realistic the setting of that wondrous and
divine life, by paintii.g in words the picture of
that era in the world’s history, is t'he aim of
the author of this volume ; with the hope that
the marvellous mission of the God-man ma
appear with greater vividness to some soul,
and that the Sun of righteousness may blaze
forth as the shining centre of past, present and
future history.”

B T S\,

The Canadian Almanac.

PoNcruar as the arrival of December comes
that office necessity, the Canadian Almanac.
Copp, Clark Company, Limited. Price, 20
cents. It has reached its forty-ninth volume,
and is better and brighter than ever. Besides
the post-office and clergy lists, Canada munici-
pal directory and statistics galore, tariff and
tide tables, etc., it has two articles of special
interest, one by Mr. E. M. Chadwick on *‘ The
Canadian Flag,” with colored prints ; and one
by Dr. Bourinot on ‘‘ Forms of (iovernment
throughout the World,” both of which will be
found interesting and valuable — the latter
showing, as it does, how every province, state
and country in the world is governed, and
giving also its population and area, a perfect
multum in parvo.

ANOTHER year, with all its hopes and fears,
Has sunk into the deep abyss of time ;
And on the threshold of the new we stand,
Like travellers to a strange and distant
clime,
Hope, smiling, beckons, bidding us take cour-

age ;
Faith points to heaven, where God and
angels dwell,
Assuring us that all our untried future
Is hol‘l"'. to Him who *““doeth all things
well.”
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE,

B.C.6.)

LESSON I. THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST.

[Jan. 5.

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt g0 before the face of the Lord to prepare his

ways.
Authorized Version.
Luke 1. 5.17. [Commit to memory verses
15, 16. ]
[Study connection in Luke 1. 1-80. )
5 There was in the days of Her'od, the king of

Ju-de'n, a certain priest named Zach- ri‘as, of the |

courwe of A-bi'n: and his wife was of the
(t:‘,“uh‘hwn‘ of Aa'ron, and her name was E-lis'a-
t

8 And they were both righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord blameless,

7 And they had no child, because that E-lis'a-
beth wus barren ; and they both were now well
stricken in years,

8 And it came to pass, that, while he executed
the priest’s office before ‘God in the order of hix
eourse,

9 According to the custom of the priest’soffice, his
lot was to burn incense when he went into the tem-
ple of the Lord.

10 And the whole multitude of the people were
praying without at the time of incense,

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the
Lord standing on l?ll: right side of the altar of in-
eonso,

12 And when Zach-a-ri'as saw him, he was
troubled, and fear fell upon him.

18 But the angel said unto him, Fear not,
Zach-n-ri'as: for thy rayer iy heard ; and thy
wite F-lis"a-beth shall bear thee a son, and thou
shalt call his name John,

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and
many shall rejoice at his birth,

156 For he ufmll be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neithes wine nor strong drink
and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother's we.mb,

16 And many of !ic children of Is'ra-¢l shall he
turn to the Lord their God,

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and
power of E-li'as, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom
of tho just; to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord,

Luke 1. 76,

Revised Version.

5 There was in the days of Her'od, king of
Ju-de'a, a certain priest named Zach-a-ri‘as, of
the course of A-bi'jah: and he had a wifo of
the daughters of Aa'ron, and her name was

6 E-lis'a-beth. And they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments

7 and ordinances of the Lord blameless. And
they had no child, because that E-lis'a-beth
was  barr und they both were now well
stricken in yoars

8  Now it camo to puss, while he exccuted the
priest’s office before God in the order of his

9 course, uccording to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to enter into the temple of

10 the Lord and burn incense. And the whole

| multitude of the people were praying without

11 at the hour of incense. And there appeared
unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the

12 right side of the altar of incense. And Zuch-
a-ri'as was troubled when he saw him, and fear

13 fellupon him. Butthe angel said unto him, Fear
not, Zach-a-ri'as: because thy supplication is
heard, and thy wife E-lis'a-beth shall bear thee
a son, and thou shalt call his name John,

| 14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and

15 many shall rejoice at his birth, For ho shall

be great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
drink no wine nor strong drink ; and he shall
be filled with the Ioly Ghost, even from his
16 mother’s womb, And many of the children of
Is'ra-¢l shall he turn unto the Lord their God,

17 And he shall go before his face in the spirit
and power of E-li'jub, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient ¢o
walk in the wisdom of the just ; to make reudy
for the Lord a people prepared for kim.,

TIME.—During tiic week October 3-9, B. (., 6.
PLACE.—The temple in Jerusalem. RULe
ERS.—Augustus, emperor at Rome; Herod the
Great, king over all the region now known as
Palestine, including Judea, which is here named,
perhaps heeause it was the heart of the nation,
INTRODUCTORY,—1t is not certain that
Luke ever saw Josus: but e had “a perfect un-
derstanding of all things" conneeted with the
Gospel * from the very first,” and his hook is the
completest of the four. No book was ever written
fuller of delightful incidents, and none more
profitable to the earnest student.

| HOME READINGS.

I The Forerunner of Christ. TLuke 1. 5-17.
Tu, A wondrous infancy, Luke 1, 59-66,

V. Propheey of greatness. Luke 1. 67-80.
Th. Service of the altar, Ixod. 80. 1-10.

F. The Lord's messenger, Mal, 3, 1-6.
Promise of Elijah. ~ Mal, 4.

8. Christ's testimony to John., Matt. 11. 7-14.

LESSON HYMNS.
No. 843, New Canadian Hymnal.

‘ Sing to the great Jehovah's praise |
All praise to him belongs.

i
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No. 342, New Canadian Hymnal,

Concucted by thy hand
Safe through another year,

No. 344, New Canadian Hymnal,

Come, let us anew our journey pursue,
Roll round with the year.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Home, v. 5-7.

Find out all you ean about Herod the Great,
Write down a list of the Herods mentioned in the
Bible, and their rclation to each otlhier,

Arrange the first fuets of Gospel history in
chronological order: Ierod's murder of the in-
fants at Bethlehem ; the recognition of Jesus by
Simeon and Anna; Joseph’s flight into Egypt;
the vision of the star in the east; the song of
Mary, the  Magnificat 1 the annunciation of the
birth of Jesus; charias’s song, the ** Benedic-
tus;” the prophecy of the birth of John; the
announcement to the shepherds.

Find the account of the establishment of the
“ course of the priesthood,” and be able to give a
elear explanation of this phrase.

Find wherein the Christian era differs from the
actual date of Christ’s birth, and why,

Make an outline of the temple, 8o that each of
the courts will be plainly marked ; trace Zacha-
rias’s progress from the outer court past the grand
altar to the * sanctuary,” the only roofed building
in the temple inclosure,

What is meant by the * course of Abia,” to
which Zucharias belonged ?

What is said of the religious life of Zacharias
und his wife?

What does Paul call himself in deseribing his
condition at a time when he, too, ** walked blame-
less in all the commandments ¢ (Compare Phil.
3. 6 with 1 Tim. 1, 12, 18, 15.)

2. The Vision, v. 8-1x,

Describe, so far as you can, the priest’s * office,”
or duty, during the entire day.

Why did the multitude of the people remain
without ¢

How were they eng;

Was anyone with Z
angel ¢

Why should a * heavenly apparition ™ frighten
men? (Sce Judg. 6, 22, 23.)

What authority have we for believing that we
are always surrounded hy kindly angels ? (2 Kings
6. 175 Psalin 84, 7,)

3. The Promise, v. 13-17.

What were the angel’s first words to Zacharias 1

Mention other cases in which the sume words
were usced by angelie messengers,

Why was an emblemutic name given to John 1

2

sharias when he saw the

What was the great cause for oy and glad-
ness " given to Zachas by John’s birth ¢

By whose measurement was John great man ?

What connection had the prohibition of wine
and strong drink with John's character?

Wiat divine force possessed John from his
birth?

What wax his great work to be? (Goinks
Texr.) s

What prophet should he most resemble ?

What promise of a prophet was John to fulfill #
(Mal. 4. 5.)

What ““sign" was given to Zacharias? (Verse
20.)

When did Zacharias regain his speech ! (Virses
63, 64,)
Reud the song of Zacharias, (Verses 68-79.)

Practical Teachings,

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. The nature of true piety?

2. That God answers prayer

3. A lesson in temperance ¢
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. Obedience to God’s law ¢
erfulness during God's worship t
8. Earnestness in God’s work ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 5.7,

5. What Ilerod is mentioned in the losson?
How were the priests divided ¢

6. What is said about the piety of Zacharias und
Elisabeth?

7. What was a great trial to a Jewish home?
Why was this?

%. Verses 8«12,

9. How was it decided what work a priest
should do in the temple? What fell to the lot of
Zacharias T When was the incense offered ?

10. What did the people do while the priest
cred? For what did Zacharias pray !

11. Of what ws

12, How long sinee angels had appeared in Is-
racl?  Mention some who were afraid of an angel,
Tell of cases where ungels tried to remove fear,

3. Verses 13-17,

15. How was John to be great # From what was
hie to abstain - What gives joy and strength ?

17, What was Joim to do for Jesus?  How did
he resemble Elijah 2 When is Christ precious !

i

the angel’s con.’ g a sign ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

To be good is the best kind of greatness, Even
good people are not free from trinls. The me suge
from heaven came to one in the Lord's house und
who was worshiping. True prayer will be
answered.  Any child may make home happier
than it would have been. Children are never too
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young to receive the grace of God. God has
promised a blessing to the children of good people

(Isa. 44, 3),

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

[Read the Lesson

tle Bible student,

answer every one of these questions, ]

|
Whom did God send down from heaven on an

crrand ¢
What was the name of the angel?  Gabriel,
Cuan you tell what “ forerunner means ¢
What good people lived at Hebron ¢
Who was Zacharias ?
To whem was his wife related 7

What had they longed for? To have a little

aon,

Story two or three times, lit-
and then try if you cannot

What was Zacharias doing one day in the tem-
plet?

Who came and spoke to him?

What good news did he bring?

What did he say the child should be named ?

What does “ John " mean?

What did he say this child’s work would be ?

Why was it hard for Zacharias to believe this?

How was Zacharias punished for his lack of
faith ?

Something to Remember—

God thinks and knows about cach little child
thut comes into the world,

God sent John to do a work, and he
do a work,

If you let the Toly Spirit stay in your heart
You, too, may be *“ great in the sight of the Lord,”

sent you to

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PIL.D,

General Statement.
The first four verses of Luke’s gospel are a formal dedication of the little book to * the most excellent

Theophilus,” about which person much has been guessed, for nothing !
been a title of high rank,
Greek has been startled by the sudden change of style at the end of the fourth verse,
suntences are classic in the choice of words, and are balanced ulmost with rhythmical aceuracy,
with the passage which begins our lesson the style
imugery is Hebrew.  Students who know no Greck,

excellent,” however, scems to have

known, The phrase “ most
Whoever has read this gospel in the
The introductory
But
changes, and while the words are still Greek the
but have some knowledge of the masterpieces in

English, can get cffects somewhat similar by imagining an historic pamphlet begun in the most firmal
aud highly polished style of Addison, and abruptly changing to rugged sentences such as Carlyle wrote

in Past and Present and The French

the inearnation direct from the Virgin Mother.

It is, s

Revolution. 8o marked are the Tebraistic traits of the passage
beginning with chapter 1. 5 and ending at chapter 2.
# theory has arisen (now very widely adopted by Ch

nd so different from the rest of the book, that
iun scholars) that Luke received the story of
urely, to the story of these three chapters Luke

g
alludes when he asserts (verse $) that he had “ perfeet understanding of all things from the very first.”
To understand the event we are about to study, we should recall how, four hundred Yyears or so before,

Malachi (the last of a long line of Hebrew
should reappear and usher in the Messiah.

prophets) had promised in mystical language that Elijah
Other prophetic utterances and

popular legends had been

woven together until it had become the confident expectation of the common people that the fiery old

prophet of righteousness in Ahab's day would in literal truth come ag
hope deferred the Hebrews’ heart grew

long time to wait, and with
Autumn of the year which is now known as B.C.
quite another name, and with o personality all his
of Elijah,” fulfill Malachi’s propheey,

in. But four hundred yearsis a
sick. At length, in the carly

6, an angel announced the birth of one who, bearing
own, would nevertheless, “in the spirit and power
Great in the sight of the Lord was this new prophet to be. Of

holy character from infaney, he was to turn many of his nation to a genuine service of God, and prepare

the people for the coming of the Lord,

Verse 5. In the days of Herod. Herod the |

Great. Carefully distinguish him from the five
other Herods mentioned in the New Testament,
Three of these were his sons: (1) Herod the te-
trarch (Antipas), before whom Sulome danced, who
slew John the Baptist, and before whom Jesus was
brought as a criminal ; (2) ““his brother Philip”
(herod Philip 1), whose wife, Herodias, deserted
him to live with Herod Antipas; (8) “ Philip the
tetrarch ™ (Herod Philip II), who built Crmsarea
Phiappi. “ Herod the king " (Herod Agrippa 1),
who killed James, imprisoned Peter, and was

smitten by an angel of the Lord, was the grand-
son of Herod the Great; while King Agrippa”
(Herod Agrippa 1), who said to Paul, “ Almost
thou persuadest me to be a Ch istian,” was his
great-grandson. King of Judea, The Roman
senate had made Herod king over what is now
known as the Holy Land. He was an Idumean
(Edomite), but Idumea had long before this been
closely connected with Judea, and its citizens had
adopted the Hebrew religion, Beginning his pub-
lic life a courageous, vigorous, and resourceful

young soldier, he ended it a monster of cruelty.
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The events of our lesson came near the end of his
life. The fact that he died early in the year that
we now know as B. C. 4, was of service to modern
scholars in their efforts to give probable date to
the birth of Jesus. Zacharias means *“ Jehovah-
remembers,”  Hebrews made names for their
children by pressing two or three words into one,
Such names were meant to be descriptive of the
child, and where they failed of this they were in
later life supplemented by more characteristic sur-
names. The course of Abia. All descendants
of Aaron were by birth priests; but so many were
they that all could not find constant service in the
temple.  As fur buck as David’s time they had
been arranged in “courses™ to take turn in the
holy service, and the members of cach ** course’
were detailed by lot each o his special duty,
Daughters of Aaron. Jewish priests were at
liberty to marry outside of their tribe, but John
was of priestly descent by both parents. This
gave him a rank in society which was highly
esteemed.  Elisabeth  means  * God-is-my-
oath,”

6. Righteous before God. Scrupulous in
obeying the details of the Mosaic law from the
holiest of motives; at once spiritual and ritualis-

a

uppermost of the terruces. The whole inclosure
measured about thirty-five acres. Around the
edges was u series of chambers, one of which was
given to each priest us his lodging place during the
week when he did duty in the temple.  Approach-
ing the central shrine trom these cloisters, the
priest wiose ““lot was to burn incense” would
first pass through the court of foreigners ; then,
mounting some steps, that of the women; then, a
few steps higher, the court of the priests; s,
finally, the sanctuary itself,

10. The whole multitude of the people
were praying without 2t the time of ine
cense. 1. As the implication is that the wor-
shipers were many, this was probably on the Sab-
bath, 2. Their prayer was silent. 3. The prayer
without gave value to the incense within,
t. There was a speciul * time of incense ; regular
morning and evening hours of prayer. 5. “ When
the priests stood by the incense altar,” to quote
Dr. Geikie, “the prayers offered in the temple
courts were repeated all over the land, and in
every region, however distant, to which a godly
Jew had wandercd.”

11. An angel of the Lord. When Jesus
was to come angels were sent to Zacharias, to the

tic. Walking in all the
and ordinances of the Lord blameless, It
is suid that there were six hundred and thirteen of
these 1 and ordi " This
pious couple neglected no requirement.

7. They had no child. There has always
been in the Orient, and is to-day, a yearning for
children and a delight in childhood intenser in de-
gree and different in kind from anything prevalent
in Christendom. This quite aside of the special
Hebrew hopes of a Messiah,

8, 9. It so happened that while Zacharias
served as priest in the temple (during the officiul
term of his family, according to the custom then in
vogue of having the priestly families serve succes-
sively by turn) he was chosen to offer incense in
the holy place. His lot was to burn incense.
Better, ““ he obtained by lot the duty of entering
and offering incense.” This was the most coveted
of all priestly duties, and the chances of getting it
were so few that probably in that age of the He-
brew Church no priest ever twice entered the holy
place. Three lots were cast each day: one to
select the man who should cleanse the great altar
and prepare its fires, one to choose the man who
should offer sacrifice and cleanse the cundlestick
and offer incense, and one to choose the officiating
priest. The temple of the Lord was, in the
widest sense, a series of rectangular courts inside
each other, each clevated on a terrace above the
court which inclosed it.  All were open to the air
and divided from each other by carven colon-
nades, while the temple proper, a magnificent gold
and marble shrine, towered over the inmost and

hepherds, to Mary, and to Joseph. It was appro-
priate that the advent of the Son of God should be
heralded by miracles.  On the right side of the
altar of incense. This would be regarded by
the Jew as a good omen,

12. Fear fell upon him. It scems strange
that this good mun, who kept a calm mind under
Herod's bad rule, should be troubled when an
ungel came; but terror of the supernatural is
universal,

13. Fear not, This is what God and God's
angels always say, It is God’s constant response
to the fears of men. Thy prayer is heard.
Possibly a special prayer for a son; possibly a
special prayer for the coming of the Messiali ; pos-
sibly a vague and broader prayer for the beloved
nation. But whatever the elements of the prayer
in form it was comprehensive in spirit, and God’s
answer was, as God’s answers always are, bigger
than the prayer.

14. Thou shalt have joy and gladness.,
**One, the inward experience ; the other, the out-
ward expression.”—Abbott.  All the hopes of
Zacharius were to be more than fulfilled. Many
shall rejoice. 8o great a blessing would bhe
this boy’s carcer. All good lives are sources of
happiness to the world; but our attention is not
often turned to the thorough and sweeping refor-
mation wrought by John. Tt is doubtful whether
without him as a reformer Jesus's ministry could
have lasted even three years.

15. Great in the sight of the Lord. As
well as by human measurements. Tt is the unique
characteristic of Jewish history that the national
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heroes were first of all great in God's sight, after-
ward recognized as great by the people.  Shall
drink mneither wine nor strong drink.
This might be translated, ** Neither
palm - wine.” It is the sweeping abstinence
which was enjoined upon those who had the high
and holy call of the Nuzarite. It is an interesting
fuet that in the heart of this nation chosen by God
there were certain special conscerated ones like
Samison and Samuel and John, not ull of them
fuithful in every detail of life, but all of them
given over by an absolute consceration to God’s
work. Read the law of the Nuzarite (Num. 6.
2-21).  Even so great and good a man as John the
Baptist would have been unfit for his mission if he
had drank intoxicating liquors, und the worst in-
toxicants they had in those days were light and
harmless compared with our modern distilled
liquors.  Filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother’s womb. Notice a similar
contrast in Eph. 5, 18 und in Acts 2, 13, From
hix carliest boyhood he was to show tokens of his
fitness for his life work,

16. Many of the children of Israel shall

wine nor |

J Like the courier of the king. In the spirit and
|

l

he turn to the Lord their God. The
profligate life of Greece and Rome had been intro-
duced into the Holy Land by its conquerors, and
Syrin was always u liotbed of vice and sensuality,
“The work of John,” says Alford, *“was a con-
centration of the spirit of the law.”

17. Notice the Revised Version of this verse,
which is far better. Shall g0 before him.

power of Elias, The Jows would have it that
Elijah would really return to earth, and even the
apostles were not quite satisfied with John (se0
Matt. 11. 14; 17, 10-14). The resemblunce was
more in charncter than in external aspect. To
turn the hearts of the fathers to the chile
dren. The meaning is probably, as Alford sug-
gests, that John was to restore to the people of
the day the devout disposition of their fathers,
The wisdom of the just. The spiritual
prudence which recognizes the loss which follows
unrighteousness. To make ready a people
prepared for the Lord. The people were not
ready yet to receive the blessings that awaited
them.

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR R. J. COOKE, D.D.

Verse 5. In the days of Herod. St. Luke
begins at the beginning. In order to clear away
every doubt concerning the origin of the things
which were surely believed among the Christians, it
was necessary for him to go back to the birth of the
forerunner of Christ. What Luke is to relate in his
gospel is not legendary, originating in unknown
places, out of the mist of indefinite time. Not
myths, but facts, marvelous as they may be, form
the narrative he writes. The events introducing
the greater events he is to set forth took place at
uwell-known time, in the days of Herod the Great,
und in a well-known place, the temple at Jeru-
salem. Zacharias . . . Elisabeth. The hus-
band was a priest ; the wife belonged to a priestly
family, and bore the name of Aaron’s wife (Exod.
6.28). The priesthood was divided into twenty-
four classes (1 Chron, 24. 3,10, 19). Each of these
courses or clusses held the temple service for one
weck. The class to which Zacharias belonged was
the eighth, the class of Abia, and officiated, it is
thought, in the months of April and October,

6. They were both righteous. In the midst
of the low moral ideals of the masses, the hypoerisy
of the rulers, and the general decay of religion
about them, this father and mother kept strietly
the law of the God of their fathers. His command-
ments and the statutes of his law were their law of
life. They were righteous. The religion of the
Old Testament did not consist wholly in statute
law. The religious life of the Old Testament, like
that in the New, was grounded in faith—* The just

shall live by faith” (Hosea)—for by the law, as
law, no flesh can be justified. Law is Ppunitive, not
remedial. This family is an example to Christians,
The next blessing to being born of the Spirit of
God is the having been born of godly parents. A
good pedigree counts for much ir. life’s struggle,
In the economy of God nothing good is ever
wasted,

7. They had no child., A Jewish family
without a child was an anomaly in the Jewish state,
To be without children was a sore calamity, asource
of decp distress (1 Sam. 1. 10), for out of that
family the Messiah of God, the Deliverer of Israel,
could never come. Over against the righteousness
of the family is the barrenness of Elisabeth, Right-
cousness is no insurance against trouble, This is &
world to which sorrow and care and disquieting
ills belong, and we are born in it and live in it
under those conditions, The grace of heaven is to
us and for us under those conditions, but not for
the purpose of destroying their disciplinary power
in the moral government of the universe. The
holy ones of God are not exempted from wearing
the crown of thorns, which is their glory. The
blackest day this world ever saw, the day of the
crucifixion, has become the most luminous, Sam-
son’s riddle, in the experience of Christians who
suffer afflictions, becomes a statement of the divine
law of suffering to those who endure: “ Out of the
cater comes forth meat, and out of the strong
comes forth sweetness,”

8. While he executed the Ppriest’s office.
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According to the order of service, incense was
offered twice a day, at the morning and evening
sacrifice (Exod. 80. 7, 8). The priest who was to
officiate for the day was chosen by lot from the
priests of the class to which he belonged. In the
providence of God the lot fell this day upon Zucha-
riag, The time, be it observed, when he offered
incense was in the morning, for the lots were cast
in the morning for the day. in the service of God,
whether in worship or in work, revelations of his
will are more likely to come to us, for the reason
that we are in the true relations and moods to re-
ceive them,

11. And there appeared unto him an
angel of the Lord, It was not a vision, but
reul angelie appearance in the merning, when the
senses were all aroused, und he would not attribute
the appearance to momentary dreaming, The
winistry of angels is a profound subject. Ileaven
is interested in human uffairs, and in all proba-
bility the angels of God are ever busy, though for
good reasons unknown to us, in all the events of
human life. At the coming of our Lord into the
world, the sympathy between heaven and earth
beeume intense, and the visible ministry of angels
is more marked than ever before or since.  An un-
gel announces the birth of John the Baptist and
speuks of the coming of the Messinh, The same
angel appears to Mary at Nazareth ; angels sing at
Bethlehem, a mighty host of them. Perhaps we
are never so little alone as when alone.

12. Troubled . . . fear, Weakness as a
result of the consciousness of sin makes us tremble
before the supernatural. But fear may arise from
other conditions. Those who love God fear him
with a holy fear. The gulf between the finite and
the infinite is infinite. Between our holiness and
God’s holiness we cannot but feel that we are like
the heavens, unclean in his sight. Zacharias was
troubled, and feared, not knowing that a great
blessing was coming upon his home.  Fearful
suints are the same in all ages. The prison in
Egypt may lead to the throne, and the lion’s den
to fellowship with kings, but we know it not, and
tremble in the sore trial that weights us down.

13. Thy prayer is heard. The Lord of all
knows when to answer prayer. For a long time,
with no result, Zacharias had prayed for a child.
Now, when prayer secmed useless, *“ both being
well stricken in years,” the revelation is mude that
his prayer has been heard und will now be granted.
It is for us to ** continue in prayer,” and with the
same faith in which we prayed leave the time for
the answer and the manner of it with him who has
his own time and is limited to no manner for its
fulfiliment.

14. Joy and gladness. Ason,* God-given,”
us his name John signifies, would gladden the
hearts of the aged couple, not only in that they
had a son, but also because that child was from

God, und for the service of God, with the blessing
of God upon him. Others also would rejoice at
his birth, Ilc was u sign that heaven had
broken at lust the silence of four hundred years—
the promise of a new day, the herald of a new
revelation,  No greater joy can fill o parent’s heart
than the gladuess arising from the knowledge that
his children are blessed of God and are engaged in
his service,

15. For he shall be great. Not nccessarily
in the sight of men, but in the sight of the
Lord, which is true greatness, 1le shall be spir-
itually great. In character he shall represent the
strictest legul righteousness of the Old Testament.

nd shull drink neither wine nor strong
drink. The life of a Nuzarite shall be his life,
Heaven is intercsted in the training of children,
for whatever goes into the edueation of a child will
come out in the man, and therefore out into so-
ciety.,  When the training of children should begin
is not left conjectural (read Judg. 13, 2-24, putting
the emphasis on the right person, the mother).
Filled with the Holy Ghosts The idca that
infunts are too young to receive the grace of God is
80 opposed to everything relating to them in the
Seriptures, and to the operation of the Spirit of
God in the universe, whether as the originator of
life in plant and animal or the producer of spir-
itual life in man, that the wonder is that it should
cver have been seriously entertained. From the day
of his birth a child, through the atonement of
Jesus Christ, may be under the influence of the
Holy Spirit. But there must come a time when
the child shall consciously and deliberately recog-
nize and aceept the work done in him and for him
by the atonement.

16, 17. The mission of John is announced, He
shall go before him. The herald of the com-
ing Messiah, he shall prepare the way, as declared
in Mal. 3. 1. John is not Elijah, but he will per-
form his mission in the spirity character, expres-
sion, and manifest purpose peculiar to Elijah, who
wrote nothing, but wus a trumpet blast rousing the
nation to loyalty to God and reformation of reli-
gion. The manifestation of this spirit shall also
be in the power of that mighty prophet. Before
the Gospel ean produce the ultimate results of its
design in human society and in the lives of men,
there must be brought about certain preparatory
work, an upturning of existing conditions ; the old
must give way to the new. Fathers « . .
children. The family idea looms up before
us at the very beginning of the new era announced
by the angel. At the bottom of society is the
family. Destroy that divine institution and
the whole fabric falls, Hence the mission of
this reformer sent from God is to reconcile,
lift up, and solidify families by proclaiming true
principles of godliness that will touch the hearts
of men, and thereby bring the whole nation into
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vital sympathy with every part. The result will
be ion of feuds, oppressions, and corroding
evils that eat out the humanity of nien and render
society intolerable through the selfishness and
anarchy that prevail. A people prepared for
the Lord. A people ready by repentance and
reformation to receive the higher blessings which

symbolic in its character. Not a single bell tinkled
on the priest’s garments, not a single detail wus
observed even in the sacrifice of a lamb, but it car-
ried a divine purpose within it like a kernel. The
wonder-workers of Ahab's time, like Elijah and
Elisha, and the eloquent exhorters of the later
kingdoms, like Isaiah and Jeremiah, were ull

ean only come on prepared soil. Future bl g
depend on the use of present grace. Without true
preparation there is no reason why any signal
favor of God should be given us, nor could we
value it if given. The Lord dwells with those
who prepare to receive him, as they shall forever
he with him for whom he has gone to prepare a
place.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Coming Messenger.
1. His PareNTAGE.

1. Godly, Righteous before G
Thee have [ seen righteous,  Gen. 7. 1.
To a thousand generations. Deut. 7. 9.

2. Upright.  Walking. .. .blameless. v. 8.
Sincere and without offense.  Phil, 1. 10,
A conscience void of offense.  Acts 24, 16,

3. Prayerful. Prayer is heard. v. 13.
Praying always. Eph. 6. 18,

Effectual fervent prayer. James 5. 16,
1L His CHARACTER.

1. Noble. @Greatin....the Lord. v. 15.
Not risen a greater. Matt. 11, 11,

A burning....light. John 5. 35,

2. Selfedenying. Neither wine. v, 15,
Locusts and wild honey. Matt. 3, 4.

Be not drunk with wine. Eph. 5. 18,

3. Spiritual.  The Holy Ghost. v. 15,
Be filled with the Spirit. Eph. 5, 18,
Ye shall receive power. Acts 1. 8,

111, His Mission,

1. A Reformer. Shall he turn. v. 16,
Saying, Repent ye. Matt, 8. 2.

Prepare ye. Isa. 40, 3,

2. A Prophet. Spirit....of Elias. v. 11.
A prophet. ...and more, Matt, 11
John....a prophet, Matt. 21. 26,

3. A Forerunner. 7o make ready. v, 17,
My messenger. Mal. 3. 1.

My messenger.  Matt, 11. 10,

Thoughts for Young People.
God’s Announcements to Men.

Lo Every new step in God's plan for the redemp-
tion of the world has been plainly announced to man-
kind. The first promisc of a Redeemer was made
in Eden. God himself told the carlier patriarchs
about the coming Saviour. With this promise
nearly every angelic messenger was intrusted, All
the ritual of the Mosaic law was prophetic and

God’s gers, each ck 1 with a special an-
nouncement concerning the advent of Christ. And
now that the hour is struck, God sends directly
from his throne an angel.

2. Angels are not God's only messengers. But
this was a supernatural epoch. The conflict of
angels with devils seems to have then come nearer
the human raee than before or since,

3. Supernatural messengers strike terror into hu-
man hearts,

4. God’s messengers’ first words are, * Fear not.”
So Gabriel told
And thus has it

So angels said to the shephends,
Zucharias.  So he said to Mary.
ever heen,

Lesson Word-Pictures.

BY REV, E. A. RAND,

0, when will the Redeemer come to Tsrael, Isra-
el’s long-expected Saviour, Zion's king, the world's
monarch ?

ind when will the sound of the feet of the forc-
runner of the Lord be heard? When will men
hear his voice, saying, ** Prepare ye the way of the
Lord!™ Some day, some day, O weary heart of
Israel, will the feet and the voice of the forerunner
be heard.

Many are watching for the sound, and among
them are faithful Zacharias, priest of the Lord, and
Elisabeth, his saintly wife, From some family of
Israel will the forerunner come, and would that it
might be the household of Znoharias and Elisa-
beth! That cannot be, for they are both well-
stricken in years. They can only be watchers for
the coming, not those muking rendy,

The days go by, and Zucharias is at Jerusalem.
As a priest, he is serving “in tiie order of his
course.”  One great, special privilege is to burn
incense in the temple of the Lord at the hour of
prayer.

Let us try to bring the solemn scene before us.
Let the stately walls of the temple rise up in our
thought, while we sce the outlying courts leading
on to the impressive services. We watch the great
gathering of people, prostete in prayer, bowing
toward the temple,

Can you not hear the clear, penetrating tones of
a bell sounding all about the temple spaces and
out into the courts? How aweet its reverberations !
How they still the hearts of the worshipers! It is
the appointed sign for the temple’s solemn service,
and one of its features is the presentation of in-
cense in the holy place by Zacharias
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There he stands before the altar of incense, It
is of gold, shining bright as the glowing coals laid
upon its summit. Zacharias is also before that
rich and eostly veil whose drooping folds hide the
sacred holy of holies, that shudowy place into
which the high priest alone ventures, and he can
go only onee a year and see that mystic and re-
vered recess where Jehovah is supposed specially
to abide.

How serious is this solemn moment in the duties
of Zacharias—a mortal so near the hiding place of
Jehovah, a lowly servant about to cast upon the
burning coals the incense that will go-up in a eloud
before the presence of the Monarch of the uni-
verse!

The symbol of prayer, of the aspirations, long-
ings, struggles of the human heart, is in that cloud
of smoke rolling above the altar, hesitating, then
ascending, falling, rising, striving upward!  How
like a curtain swaying in the wind is that fold of
fragrant smoke, when suddenly the curtain parts
and there irsues the dazzling form of an angel !

Wihat a fear is upon Zacharias!

He shrinks from this shining presenee,

Ie dare not look,

Ile trembles, he wonders,

And then the angel speaks,

What a suecession of marvels he announces |

Zucharias and Elisabeth shall have ason ! Reared
a Nazarite, this son shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost!  He shall be a preacher of wonderful
power! Heshall—0, does Zacharias understand 2—
this son shall, in the spirit and power of the great
Elias, go before the Lord !

0, wonderful propheey of the forerunner !

I sce one going into the wilderness, to be alone
with the rocks and the water courses, the birds of
the air and the beasts of the field, the burning sun
by day and the cool, white stars by night.

I see that solitary one hastening out of the wil-
derness. 1 hear his solemn, imperative ery echoing
in the ears of the sons of men, * Repent ye, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand !

The startled crowds flock to the Jordan. They
receive baptism, and one day among them appears,
in those very waters, Jesus of Nuzareth !

O, Zacharias, shrinking and trembling before
that burning presence by the altar, while that
sweet cloud of incense is hovering in the holy
place, how little you can realize the meaning of
the proclamation just made to you! The son of
Zacharias and Elisabeth to be the forerunner of the
Lord’s anointed, the herald of the Son of God
from the heavens!

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The wide prevalence of the custom of burning
ineense is one of the remarkabla features of well-

nigh univemsal religion. Even the North Ameri-
can Indian esteemed the smeke of his pipe to be
an acceptable spec.  of incense, The ancient
Mexicans offered inecnse daily in their temples,
and one of the commonest relies shown in
museums of the Aztees is the incense pot in which
was burnt bitumen. The ancient Egyptians
offered incense in their temples, and a vast num-
ber of representations have come down to us of
the saerifical ceremony and the incense pellets in
censers before the images of the gods,  Plutarch in
his Ivis and Osiris says they burnt inecnse to the
sun three times a day, burning resin at sunrise,
myrrh at voon, and kupki at sunset. The Ro-
mans and Greeks offered carly fumigations of
herbs and chips of fragrant wood. The Babylo-
nians and Chaldeans spent large moneys in these
incense offerings, Herodotus suys they burnt a
thousand talents’ weight of incense on the large
altar in the teneple where sat the golden image of
Bel.  The ancient Chinese made little use of in-
cense, but it is common enough not only in
Chinese tempies now, but in Chinese houses, a8 o
species of agreeable offering to decensed ancestors,
and all the great and small gods of all sorts and
names, The joss stick is common even in the
Chinese parts of New York and California and
other great cities where Chinese have erected Joss
houses,

There has come to us thevery prescription of
the ancient Hebrews for compounding incense
after the art of the apothecary. It consisted of
four aromatie nts, representing the dif-
fusion of God’s perfection through the universe:
1. The first was a gum that drops from the storax
tree, not that of Java and Sumatra, bug this gum
tree grew in Sy Onycha, which abounded
in the Red Sea, used for making perfumes ;
5. Galbanum, & brown yellow gum from Persia,
India, or Africa; and 4. Pure frankincense-chief of
aromatic gums, obtained from India, The He-
brews were the only people known to temper
these together with salt. This incense was in
charge of one of the sixteen prefeets of the temple,
A part of the temple was devoted to a family
whose dwty it was to prepare it. It was always to
be in store, and kept exclusively for the worship
of Jehovah. Tt was forbidden on pain of death to
make or use this compound as a common perfume,
and it was forbidden to offer any other compound
of fragrance in the temple worship. A special
family was assigned the duty of preparing it (the
house of Abtines). In #hie large temples of India
a Hindu is employed specially to prepare incense by
distilling flowers and obtaining oils from woods and
flowers. Among the Jews the morning incense
was offered when the lamps were trimmed in the
holy place. The evening incense was burned in
the twilight between the earlier and later evene
ings, ‘ .

¢




Blackboard,
BY J. T, HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

THEN PREPARE THE
WAY OF THE LORD

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, ESQ.

PREPARATION FOR CHRIST.
PROPHET FORETOLD:

“Call his name Joho.*
| PROPHECY SPOKEN:
‘‘He shall be great.”
PROMISE GIVEN:

{ ‘* He shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost."

POSITION DEFINED:

‘*He shall go before the Lord.”

PRESENT PROPHETS.

REACHING EPENTANCE.
RACTICING ELIGION.
BY
WORD ana WORKS
PREPARING THE WAY
FOR
CHRIST.
HAVE YOU DONE THIS?
YES? CONTINUE. NO? BEGIN,

By Way of Illustration

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM

The Forerunner of Christ. Luke begins his gos-
pel with John the Bapti-t, as one who was going to
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the dawn. For, like the dawn, he went before the
Sun of Righteousness, which was shortly to urise,
Calvin,

Verses 5 and 6. “ When would you b
educate a child 2" was asked of Oliver Wendell
Holmes, ** A hundred yeurs before ho is born,”
was the answer, It is a comfort to remember that
piety is hereditary as well as depravity, A com
puny of students (a hundred and twenty in num
ber) preparing for the ministry were talking of
the mighty influence of a godly mother, and it wus
found that nine tenths of the company had been
thus blessed.

Verses 8-12. Do you long for a revelation from
God? Be sure that it will come to you in the path
service. Theshepherds performing their humble
dutics received the vision of ungels und the blessed

announcement of the coming of the Christ, The
disciples, after Christ’s crucifixion, * go a fishing
—doing the only thing which they know how to
do, the thing which needed to be done, and lot
Christ comes to them. The men who have re-
ceived revelations in any department of God's
world have not been the men who have said,
‘“ Come now, let us have a vision,” but they have
been the world's workers, to whom visions and
revelutions have come unexpectedly, Moses, tend-
d by a visit from

ing the flock of Jethro, is surp!
the angel of the Lord, and sces the burning bush,
and receives the message that he is the deliverer
of his peoplc,

Verse 13, Thy prayer is heard.  God is saying
to us, *“Ye have not, because ye ask not,” * Ye
are not straitened in me; ye are straitened in
yourselves,” 8hall we, in looking back on our
lives, be able to sy, I tricd the power of prayer
to the uttermost?”  Can we write receipts under
the promises in our Bibles, promises upon which
we placed our finger when they were believingly
pleaded in Christ’s name?  Are we living as much
in_expectation of answers to our prayers as mer-
chants who have sent forth their ships and who
expeet their return eargo-laden ?—Z.

Verses 14, 17. When Ibrahim Pasha proposed
to visit certain places on Lebanon, the sheiks sent
forth a gencral proclamation, somewhat in the
style of Isaiah’s exhortation (Is 5), to all the
inhabitants to assemble along the proposed route

and prepare the way before him. The same was
done in 1845 on a grand seale when the sultan vis-
ited Brusa, The stones were gathered out, erooked
places straightened, and rough ones made level and
smooth.— Thomson.

Were you ever in a European city Just before the
coming of a king or crown prince? Can you re
member how the streets were swept and cleaned,
and how the public buildings were made ready for
his coming and inspection, and how the private

speak about the daylight would commence with | dwellings were decorated to honor him and gain
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his approval?  So John's coming wus the signal of |
preparation for the coming of the King.

The Teachers' Meeting. ‘

L. Get the elass to arrange the order in which the |
first eleven facts recorded in Gospel history prob- |
ably oceurred. The first fact was the announce- |
ment of John's birth to Zacharias; the last was Jo- ;
reth,  (Sce Matt., ehapters |

Jor oo 1L The temple andits |

seph’s removal to Naz
1, 2; Luke, chapters 1,2

(2) The custom of easting lots ) Details of d
worship, ... IIL The Jewish priesthood ; (1) Or
of courses; (2) Clusses or castes; to what grade
Zacharias probably belonged ; (8) Individual rel
tions of priests to temple service § (4) Their plae
of residence. ... 1V, Spiritual condition of Pulestine ;
(1) Low moral grade of the masses ; (2) Formalism
of ecelesiastical leaders: (3) Presence of paganism
throughout the land; (4) Increasing hope of * the
redemption of Israel.”  Let the elass make uword-
picture: the great reverential throng in the outer
courts ; white-robed priests, each in his allotted
stution ; service at the brazen altar; sound of the
great gong ; silent march of Zacharius and two help-
vrs to the inner temple ; the withdrawal of the two
assistants ; the sudden appearance of the angel.
Do not waste time in description ; but it is well to
remember that the depth of the impression will de-
pend largely on the clearness with which the les-
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son's  surroundings are apprehended. . . John's
greatness: (1) Measured by God's  standards

4 on temperate habits : (3) Developed by
the residence of the Holy Ghost in his heart;
(4) A source of gladness to his parents 5 (3) A cause
of general blessing. ... John's mission : (1) To turn
his countrymen to the Lord ; (2) Tomake the diso-
bedient wise and just; (5) To herald the approach
of the Lord ; (4) To muke ready for Lim a prepared
people.

References.

Frepnan’s Haxousook. (With conneeting verses.)
Ver, 5: The priestly course, 7173 wives of priests,
48, Ver, Naming the child, Ver. 63:
Writing tablets, 750,

OPTIONAL HYMNS.
No. 1.
Angel voices breathing ever,
Jesus, where’er thy children meet,
Lord, this day thy children meet.
Angel voices ever singing.
Within God's temple,
No. 2.
Lord of the worlds above,
Within thy house, O Lord our God.
Light of life, seraphic fire,
In the ark most holy.
Round the throne of God.

——— e

A.D.O,] LESSON II. TH

E BOY JESUS. [Jan, 12,

GOLDEN TEXT. Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man. Luke 2, 52,

Authorized Version.
[Study whole chapter, Luke 2.]
Luke 2. 10- [ Commit to memory verses 51,
h2,

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God
was upon him,

41 ;\'ow his parents went to Je-ru'sa-lem every
year at the feast of the passover,

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went
up to Je-ru'sa-lem after the custom of the féust,

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as
they returned, the child Je'sus tarried behind in
Je-ru'sa-lem ; and Jo'seph and his mother knew
not of it.

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the
company, went a day’s journey ; and they sought
him among their kinsfoik and acquaintance,

45 And when they found him not, they turned
back again to Je-ru'sa-lem, secking him.

46 And it came to pass, that after three days
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst
of the doctors, both hearing them, and usking
them questions,

47 And all that heard him were astonished at
his understanding and answers.

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed :
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou

Revised Version.

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled
with wisdom : and the grace of God was upon
him,

41 And his parents went every year to Jo-ru'sa-

42 lem at the feast of the passover. And when he
was twelve years old, they went up after the

43 custom of the feast; and when they had ful-
filled the days, as they were returning, the boy
Je'sus tarried behind in Je-ru'sa-lem ; and his

44 parents knew it not; but supposing him to be

in the company, they went day’s jonrney ;
and they sought for him winong their kinsfolk

5 and acquaintance : and when they found him

not, they returned to Je-ru'su-lem, xecking for

5 him,  And it came to pass, after three days

they found him in the temple, sitting in the

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions : and all that heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his an-

48 swers,  And when they saw him, they were as-
tonished : and his mother suid unto him, Son,
why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy

-
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-
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thus dealt with ws? behold, thy father and 1 have |
sought thee sorrowing. |

49 And he said unto them, How is it that yo!
sought me? wist yo not that 1 must be about my |
Futher's business {

60 And they understood not the suying which
be spuke unto them,

61 And be went down with them, and came to
Nuz'u-reth, and was »nmjm unto them: but his
mother kept ull these suyings in her heart,

52 And Je'sus inerensed in wisdom and stature,
and in faver with God und man,

TIME,—The spring of A, D. %, PLAC. -
Nuzareth, in Galilee, and Jerusalem, RULERS,
—Augustus was still emperor at Rome, but Pales-
tine bad been broken up into small governments,
Herod Antipus, u xon of Herod the Great, was now
ruler of Gulilee and Poren, and Coponius was Ro-
man procurator of Juden,

HOME READINGS.
M. The Boy Jesus, Luke 2. 40-52,
Tu. The pussover feast, Deut. 16, 1-3,
W, Youthful piety. 2 Chron. 84, 1-7,
Th. Seeking after wisdom, Prov. 4. 1-15.
2. The Futher's business, John 5, 17-24.
S. The best knowledge, 2 Tim, 8, 10-17,
8. Growing in grace. 2 Peter 8, 11-18,

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 261, New Oanadian Hymnal.

Oh, happy is the child who hears
Tnstruction's warning voice,

No. 274, New Canadian Hymnal.

Ye winds that once by Chebar's flood
With heavenly breath revived the slain.

No. 272 New Canadian Hymnal,

I bave heard of a Saviour's love,
And a wonderful love it must be.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Lost in the City, v. 40-45,
How many years had passed since our last les-
son?
In what city was Jesus horn?  (Verses 4-7,)
Who announced his birth?  (Verses
Who first visited the child ? (V.
Who next weleomed Jesus 2 (Vers
What woman also gave him welcome ?
36-38.)
Where was the home of Jesus at this time ?
What is said of him in the GoLoes Trxr?
How does this indieate his thorough humanity ?
What divine influence rested upon him ¢
What is said of him in lIsa, 11, 2, 32
What benefit is it to us that Jesus Christ passed

(Verses

through the stage of childhood

40 futher und I'sought thee sorrowing. And he

suid unto them, How is it that ye sought me{ ®
wist ye not that I must be in my Father's
houset And they understood not the saying
which he spake unto them. = And he went
down with them, and came to Nuz'a-reth ; and
he was subject unto them : and his mother kept
all these sayings in her beart.

52 AndJe'sus advaneed in wisdom and stature,

and in fuvor with God and men,

What journcy did his purents make every year ¢

What did the passover commemorate ? (Exod.
2%, 15,)

Who were required to attend the foast? (Deut,
16. 16.)

At what age did Jesus first go to the feast 1

When did the people set out to return home?

How muny days did the feast require? (Deut.
16. 8.)

Who was forgotten and left in the city ?

Where did hix parents suppose Josus to be 7

When did they learn of his absence?

Where did they go to seek him?

Wiy was not his absence discovered sooner ¢

2. Found in the Temple, v. 46-52,
Tow long was it before Jesus was found
In what part of the temple was he?
What was he doing? Waus such conduet msual ¢
What character did it show in Josus ?
What did the doctors think of this pupil ?
How were his parents atfected when they waw
him?
How did his mother address him?
What did his answer imply ¢
What later wus Jesus's chief joy 7 (John 4. 84.)
How fully did his purents understand him ¢
Where did Jesus go with Joseph and Mary ¢
Where did Mary hide his words ¢
How did Jesus show an even development ¢
How was he regarded by those around him ¢

Practical Teachings.

1. The Godhead as well as manhood grey in
Jesus Christ,  His youth was formative, as our
young days are.  We ean never solvo the my; sery
of the inearnation nor understand the holy v sture Wy
of the God-man ; but it will not do to forge: thas i34
Jesus’s life, as well as ours, was probatior ury—
that his temptations were s and that his youth
was a growth in the eyes of both God and v.an.

2. Our heavenly Father’s business shou'd eom-
mand our earliest and most active energies  If we
seek his eause first, all good things will be added.

¥

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Reverence for God's law ¢ Y
2. Devotion to God’s service ) .
3. Obedience to purents? .
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 4045,

40, Name some things suid of Jesus us a child, |

How did he receive wisdom! Why did God help
Lim ¢

41, Where were the Jews required to go three [

times a year? What was the passover ?

42, Why was twelve years of age un important
time in thelife of a Jewish boy ¢ When did Christ
first visit Jerusalem ?

48. How long did the pussover last? Why did
not his parents miss him sooner ?

44. How did people travel to the fensts?  Iow
far was a day’s journey ¢
2. Verses 48+52.

46. How long was he out of their compuny ?
Where did thoy find him?  How was lie oceupicd ¢

47. How did he surprise them ?

48. Why were Joseph and Mary amuzed when
they found him ¥

49. Why did he wonder at their seeking him us
they did? What interested Jesus most in Jeru-
salem ?

51. What was Nazareth noted for? What traits
of character marked Christ’s home lifo?

52, Which is the more important, strength or
wisdom? Did he retain God's fuvor us he grew
older? Was be popular in Nuzareth at this time ?
How may we bestsecure the esteem of good men !

Peachings of the Lesson,
Children should reck to be strong, to increase
their stores of usoful knowledge, and strive most
aftor goodness of heart. Tho Christian youth will
love the house of God. Tle will be careful in his
companionships, and quite as strict when left to

himself as when closcly watehed. e will love the
house of God and will seck instruction in the best
things. He will obey, honor, and help his purents,
Next to the favor of God he will esteem the Jove
| of good men,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How old was Jesus when he fisst went to the
| pussover feast ¢

What might a Jewish boy do when he reached
this age ?

Where was this feast held?

What did it mean ¢

How far wus it from Nuzareth to Jerusalem?
Between seventy and eighty miles,

What did Jesus want to see ?

How did he show his love for heavenly things!

What did he do in the temple ?

Who wondered at his wisdom ?

Who started to go back to Nuzareth !

Why was not Jesus with them?

How far did they go before they missed him ¢

What did they then do ¢

Where did they find him ¢

What did he suy he had to do ?

Who wus his true father! God.

Where did he go with them then ?

Tlow did he bebave to his parents t

How do we know that God wus pleased with
him?

Something to Remember—
Jesus loved to hear about heaveuly things, De
we!
Jesus knew that it was right to put God's work
first, Do wet
As Jesus grew older he grew wiser, Do wel

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

The incident we study to-day oceurred about thirteen years and six months after that of our last
lesson, The gospel story tells us how Zacharias was stricken dumb as a sign of the verity of Gabriel's
promise ; how angels were sent to Mary and to Joseph ; of the birth of John the Baptist and of Jesus
the Christ; of the circumeision and presentution in the temple; of the visit of the shepherds and the
wiso men from the Eust ; of tho flight into Egypt and the return to Nuzareth. Great changes took place
in almost every part of the world during the twelve years of Jesus's boyhood. Ierod the Great had
died soon after his massacre of the children of Bethlehem, When Jesus was ten years old a Roman gov.
ernor, Roman soldiers, and Roman coinage were introduced into Judea, Herod's son, Ierod Antipas,
was now king over Galilee and Perea, The country groaned in its bondage, and thousands of hearts waited

with ardent hopes for the coming of the M.
must imagine the divine Child amid his N

ianh,
arene surroundings ; the delightful hopes which would arise

To follow tho narrative given in theso vorses one

in hia heart when his parents promised him this trip to Jerusalem ; the long journey there, occupying
three or four days or more—and probably made by crossing the Jordan near the south end of Lake
Genneeraret, and slowly walking with the rest of the caravan from Nazareth through the rural towns of
Perea, a region at that time rich with trees and fountains, and thickly populated ; then the entry into
Jorusalem ; the days spent there in devout formal worship; the steady pursuit of truth by Jesus ; the
hurry and excitement of the roturn 3 the unxiety of the father and mother over his loss the rapid retra-
eing of their stops to Jerusalom, and his discovery there; and the quiet return to Nuzareth, where he

agnin “ bocame subject unta them,"
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Verse 40. The child &rew.  “In this short | further developed than one of that age with us,
statement,” says Dr, Spenee, * the story of twelve | He had probably been by himself during much of
quiet years is told."  Waxed strong in spirit, | the visit, and seems to have gravitated toward the
filled with wisdom. * Wayed” means in- | house of God, where the great teachers of religion
creased.  The words * iy Spirit " ure not found in were.  Probably the three or four days ulready
the best of the old manuseripts.  The whole verse spent in Jerusalem had been passed almost entirely
shows thut this boy learned just as other boys [ in the temple courts,  An endless sueeession of
learned, by hurd study. The grace of God was ceremony interested  and  drew  (he multitudes
upon him. The divine fuvor, We have no rea- | there, Esy Iy must it have been attraetive
»on to believe thut any work of power was done or | to the religiously inquiring mind of this boy, A
any word of teaching wus spoken until Jesus had | worthless legend tells how Jesus started with his
reuched his thirtieth year, but diring his boyhood parents, but left the caravan and returned v deru-
he was rendy marked us o sulem, Knew not of ite  They would not
readily miss him, for in the wan of Galilean
pilgrims children seem to have usually traveled

ous and godly,

The brief statements of this verse are i
nobler than the flimsy inventions of the

oniparably
poery phul

gospels, | together,  They could not e Iy find him, for the e
41. According to the best authorities the pov- ; male popul: " Jerusalem at the passover "
erty of the common people of Palestine in Jesuss | son was estimated at nearly three millions, 3

time was desperate ; but their religion ealled them 44. In the company. In the Nazarene
to go at stated times to Jerusalem, at ne ssarily | van,  The cary moved along the winding roads

great expense, and they gludly went, His par- | in various grou 1l only came together in one .
ents went to Jerusalem every year at the | company at the appointed halting place at night- i
feast of the passover, All male Hebrews were | fall,  The boys and Young men walk, the women
required by their religious law to be present in | and aged ones are mounted on camels and mules,
Jerusalem at three e h year: (1) The | Minor music with weird harmony is often made, -
feast of the pusso st of pentecost; | while drums and timbrels sound without rest.

aNtS 0

) The

3
18) The feust of tabernacles.  Of course changes of | There is much of innocent Jjest and much of what
conditions, whioh dispersed millions of Jews far | passes for mirth in the Orient as the caravan
from Palestine, made the observance of this law | moves on. A day’s journey. Abou twenty-
impossible to many, but the crowd still guthered | five miles usually, but the first day the caravan did

at the capitul city, especially at the passover, und | not advance more than six or cight.  SBupemtitious A
many women accompanied their husbands, The monks still show a place, El-Bireh, six miles away
feast was joyful in character, It lasted for u week, | from Jerusalem, where this caravan is gaid to have 4
and, s all Bible students know, commemorated stopped.  Kinsfolk and acquaintance. The
the preservation of the firstborn of the Israclites | members of this caravan were doubtless more or less
on the night when the firstborn of Egypt were | uequainted with euch other ; neighbors at the olit-
slun.  The advantages of such great religious | set, their frequent Jjourneys to Jerusalem would
gatherings to the Jewish nation were many : they | bring them together, for a journey by caravan is,
intensitied religious feeling, conserved theology, | almostas exclusiveand inclu.-(i\'utmunnoennvo_\um-.
maintained national unity, and added greatly to | With the conditions of oriental life every detail ot
social progress, this narrative harmonizes,

12. Twelve years old, At twelve or thir- 45. When they found him nots  They
teen the Jewish boy was regarded us grown up; | turned back, doubtless in much perplexity. ‘They
he was permitted to go to his first passover feast at | must leave their caravan, and when they could find
Jerusalem, and was required to learn a trade, Every [ their boy, return with the next one whicl: started &
stage in the life of a hoy was marked out by pre- [ north. Seeking him, But with very slight
cise Jewish customs, at his third, at his fifth, at his | clews; indeed, none at gl, Ancient oriental cities
tenth, at his twelfth, and ut his cighteenth year, | had no street numbers and no alphabetized diree
After the custom. I the ustial way 5 that is, by tories, no policeman with an appeinted * beat "
| acaravan, - A large number of families from Nuza- | who might be supposed to recognize Aabitués and
reth and vicinity would make the journey together | observe strangers,  They had ubsolutely none of
for the sake of both convenience and safety, the means to which we would promptly look for

43. When they had fulfilled the days, help in searching for o missing child, Then, too,
The feast was seven days long, but they were per- rusalem at this time was, as we have keen, over
mitted to return after the third day. It seems crowded, with millions of people packed into an
probable, though it is not certain, that Jesus’s par- | area less than one fourth the size of Philadelphia,
ents started out, for Nazareth before the close of the 46+ After three days, Thisjs an idiom for
foast. As they returned, As they got ready | “on the third day,” for Jews reckon every frae-
toreturn. The child Jesus, Literally, the boy | tion of a day as if it were a whole, He was prob-
Jesus. A boy of twelve in the East is very much ably missed on the first day, and the xearch filled
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the second and part of the third, In the temple,
In one of its courts, Sitting in the midst of
the doctors, The rabbis, professional expound-
wm of the Mosaic law, sat as a court of appeal
«cvery day from about nine to about three, while on
Sabbaths and feast days they gave popular lessons
on the law, sitting surrounded by their pupils on
the temple terrace,

47. Astonished Amazed, ast led. Une
derstanding. Sagacity, spiritual insight,  Ane
swers. Young as he was, they found his answers
worth their profound consideration,

48. Amazed. The boy's quiet, reverent home
lifc had never suggested to them such presumption
as they thought he showed here in discussing the-
ology witis these holy specialists, His mother
said unto him, With tender reproach, Sought
thee sorrowing. Better, ‘“sought thee with
aching hearts,”

49. How is it that ye sought me ? Why

did you not come here at once ? Where else would
I bet About my Father's business, The
Revised Version makes it, probably more accurate-
ly, “In my Father's house.” The Greck really
gives nonoun: “In my Father's — »

51. Was subject unto them. A model of
| submission to his parents. In Nazareth he took
f up his fath trade and became a earpenter, or
! what we would eall  « binetmaker,
| 52 Increased in wisdom. Ilis beautitul
idvn:lopnmnl up to twelve went peacefully on,
l

after the incidents given in this lesson, to man-
hood.  Ilis youth continued in anatural, normal
increase of everything that is beautiful in body,
mind, and soul, In favor with God and
man. God loves purity ; men love it so long as
they do not feel its rebuke, It was in accordance
with the decpest laws of human nature that the
Nazarenes should hold the oy “in favor” and
‘“east out” the Man.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 40, The child grew. The mystery
of the union of God and wan is impenetrable to us,
The Lord Jesus was truly God ; he was also truly
man. - As man he was subject to all the conditions
of human development. He was an infant, and had
infant ways and infant helplessness, He was a
<hild, and acted as a child, and grew in sizo as
other children, Waxed strong in spirit. Vig-
orous in body ; energetic, courageons in heart,
Filled with wisdom. Becoming » filled,
under the limitations of child nature, The grace
of God was upon him. Although divine, yet
divinity did not thrust itsclf from the begimning
‘nto the human consciousness and obliterate or
confuse that consciousness, The two were united,
Jesus came into full knowledge of his di nity as
he grew in years, and thus to the human conseious-
ness the grace of God came upon him from with-
out, rather than from within, As he grew in years
he grew in wisdom, and during the growth the
favor of heaven rested upon him,

42. Twelve years old. Ilc Was now con-
sidered “a son of the law,” For the first time he
sees Jerusalem, the temple, the ceremony of the
passover,  His mission on earth begins to unfold
to him. Tle becomes at this age obedient to the
law, and must observe its statutes in all things,
If children twelve years of age could be edueated
to recognize the uuthority of law, to know it and
obey its precepts, is there not romething absurd in
the lazy supposition that children now are too
young to be taught and expected to ohey the law
of Christ

43. Fulfilled the days, Scven days the
feast lasted (Exod, 12, 15,17), and now the Jjourney
home begins, The father and mother for good
‘e*wcns supposed the boy Jesus was with family
telations among the fostal caravans, and did not

learn otherwise till fur on the w ay home, But
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem. The
scenes about the temple, the feast and its prophetie
suggestions, stirred him mightily, The divinity is
aroused, the house of God attraets him; he yiclds
superior obedience to the divine impulse and tar-
ries in Jerusalen, and is

46. Found .., in the temple. About the
temple were halls and rooms where the doctors of the
law taught their pupils—schools where discussions
were held. Filled with holy desire to know the
teaching of the doctors of Israel concerning the
things he had witnessed, aud the spirit of their in-
struetion, he takes his place in the cirele of pupils,
asking and answering questions relating to the law
of God. His mind is turned toward the deep
things of God veiled in the symbolism of ritualism,
which his pure, unclouded upprehension pierced,

47. ANl that heard him. Teachers and
pupils felt that no ordinary boy was among them,
In the quietness of home, under the developing
grace of God, the spirituul insight was quickened,

the moral nature was intensified, the inv ible
things of God were clea ly discerned and rejoiceds
in, and all that heard him were astonished,
The tanght becomes teacher, The minds of those
about him are opened and they see something
more than the letter of the law. 1lis keen, clear
understundlng of what was tuught, his penetra-
tion and quick apprehension of truth hid away in
the legalisms of the teacl
his hearers of the spirit
rites

s, were revelations to
import of the law, the
and ceremonies ordained in Isracl.  His ques-
tions probing the heart of things awakened ques-
tions in turn.  From the deep well of his moral
being these questions are answered, and that in
such a way that the teachers of the law, able to
anticipate answers and profoundly versed in the
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difficultios and subtletics of the law, were nston-
ished at the eharucter of Lis answers. The spir-
itual things of God are apprehended only by a
spivitual nuture,  The purer that nature the clearer
i tho vision of essential trath. - When there is no
aftinity there is no understanding.  Those who
lack through neglect spiritual insight bocome vie-
timized hy the letter, and fuil to understand the
thought of God, Ousight belongs to the natural
man § insight to the spiritual,

48, They were a azed. 1lis parents did
not know to what degrec the divine power had
boen working in him, In the depths of his
marvelons being, perhaps not fully realized to
himselfy his soul had been filled with divine
wisdom; silent communings with the Unseen
hnd developed his spiritual. powers, unknown to
his reputed father and wondering mother, His
mother said unto h Alford, with eritical
seumen, pertinontly asks, ¢ Why should his
‘mother’ here have spoken, and not Joseph, un-
lexs there were some more than usual reason for
her being put forward rather than his reputed
‘“”'l'l"”

nd he said unto them. The an-
r oot Jesus is not to be construed as if he
was excusing himself'; rather is it to be understood
us intended to eall their attention to his character,
to remind them of all they had known of him,
My Father®s busi ess.  The divine conscious-
noss during the feast of the pussover had come into
the foreground of his human consciousness, and
noither that nor the impulses of his sinless hu-
manity could be longer repressed,  Over against
the word “ futher spoken by his mother, ho with
divine consciousness of the fact puts the eternal
“Futher” whose son he is, Henceforth the only
father Jesus ever Kpeaks of or seems to know is
his heavenly Father, He knows he is divine,
That Mary und Joseph did not know this also,
knowing what they did, iy seem strange to us,
but not xo when we think how bewildering their
oxperience with this inexplicable child must have
been during these twelve Years in the seclusion of
their humble home, With the know ledge of his
divinity comes the knowledge of his mission ; he
insent on his Father's & business."  1is visit then
to the doctors of the law was not the gratification

of euriosity,

50. They understood not. Iyisat all times
difficult to onter the recesses of child-nature, From
the standpoint of the Old Testament neither Joseph
nor Mary could understand the union of the Son
with the Futher which Jesus spoke of.

51 Was subject unto them, Ilc respects
their rights, e is continually obedient to them,
Josus sanetified every human relation,  He is the
one idenl oxample for childhood, for youth, and
for munhood,

82, The history of his childhood ecloses, s

[Jan. 12.

Olshausen observes, with a new mention of the
bodily and spiritual advancement of the child.
And, as Alford beautifully says, * We must fully
appreciate the words of this vorse in order to think
rightly of Christ, e had emptied himself of his
glory ; his infancy and ehildhood were no ‘mere
pretense,’ but the divine personality was in him
carried through these stutes of weakness and inex-
perience, and gathered round itself the ordinary
accessions and experiences of the sons of men.
All the time the consciousness of his mission on
carth was ripenin, i “the things heard of the
Father' (John 15, 15) were continually imparted
to him; the Spirit, which was not given by meas-
ure to him, was abiding more und moroe upon him,
till the day when he was fully ripe for his official
manifestation,”

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
An Example to Youth,
L. In Love vor Gon's Hous,
Found him in the temple. v, 46,
My soul longeth, Psalm 84. 1,9
One thing....desired. Psalm . 4.
I In Love ror Gon's Wonp,
Hearing. ...asking. v, 46,
Delight 1 thy statutes,  Psalm 119, 16,
Thy word was, . Joy. Jer, 15, 16,
IIL 1IN TuoveurruLyEss,
Understanding and answers, v, 47,
Happy... findeth wisdom. Prov, 3. 13
Add....knowledge, @ P 1. 5.
IV. IN Lovk vor Gon's Wogk,
My Father's business, v, 49,
Delight to do thy will, Psalm 40, 8.
Work....while it is day, John 9, 4.
V. IN OsEnience 1o Pankxrs,
unto them, v, 51,
our parents. Eph, 6, 1,
Hearken unto thy father, I'ro
VL Ix Amrracriveness or Crarac
Favor with God and man, v 52,
Shalt thou find favor, Pro . 3.3, 4.
The beauty of the Lord, Psalm 90, 17

, 28,

Thoughts for Young People,
Lessons from Jesus’s Youthfal Growth,
Ve Jesus's physical growth has its lessons for us

It is an old proverb that sound mind needs
sound body to maintain it Young people who are
carcless of nature's laws inevitably suffer the pen-
alty, Noone can wrong his body, or even suffer
from any physical infirmity, without a lessening
of his intellectual vigor and his moral force.  Our
bodies are talents intrusted to us by our heavenly
Father, and we shonld hold them as sacred to his
service as our minds or our souls,

lesus’s intellectual development is a model Jor
us. God might have endowed him at the outset
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with infinite knowledge, Ilis inerease in wisdom
is a beautiful illustration of the divine purpose that
the Massiuh should be in very truth the Son of
man, developing from the weakness and ignorance
of infuney to the strength and wisdom of maturity,
Your mind has been intrusted to You by the same
kind God.  Develop your intelleet,

Jesus grew in his spiritual nature, e hud
no sin to repent, no faults to amend ; but his youth
wus formutive as our young days are, and as really
probationary as ours.  His tomptations were s
real. His youth presented a threefold growth to
the eyes of God und man.  Let yours do the sume,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

And this is Jerusalem, Jerusalem the city of
great kings, of David and Solomon, the city in
which is the temple of the greatest of kings, Jeho-
vah, Yes, Jerusulem is all about the boy Jesus
coming to his first passover; und with what keen
interest his enthusiustic boy nature welcomes
everything, examines it intently, und longs to get
out of it as much as possible! There are the walls
of the city, so rugged and strong, the towers, the
stout gates, the winding streets, the ioman
soldiers, the teachers of the law, the priests, the
temple, its great altar of snerifice, the singers, the
stately temple with those recesses of the holy
place and holy of holies he cannot enter,

And this season, too, of pasgover deeply interests
him, his first at Jerusalem, e watches the peo-
ple coming ir throngs from every quarter to the
city gatos, and then the passover foast at Jerusy-
lem and the temple services at this solemn season
affect him powerfully,

It is all over at last, and the tides of people |

surging into Jerusalem surge out aguin, Tho
three from a Nazareth home —dJoseph, Mar
Jesus—must bo thinking of their return, Josus is
not with his mother and Joseph when they begin
their journcy, but they think he is in the long
train filing northward, and that he \\'illsurcl.\' turn
up among his kindred and friends, Joseph and
Mary leave the strong gates behind them, and
though Jesus does not appear, still at the end of
the first day’s journey, as they halt for tie night,
they think they will surely sce the boy.

The sun goes down. The evening shadows
lengthen. The halt for rest is made, but where is
Jesus? Nowhere to be seen! It is an anxious
night for Joseph and Mary, but in the morning
tiiey purpose to return to Jerusalem, Tt is good to
have the sun rise and the duy begin, that they
may start to firid Jesus, They go back, looking
sharply to right and left as they move on, They
near the city again,

Doubtless they inquire coneerning Jesus.  Does
the keeper of the gate know anything ubout a
missing boy, and, indeed, has he seen one ?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.,

] Ilo shakes his head,
He has seen too muny boys to remember any one
in particular,
The two faithful souls go about the streets.
Has anyone scen anything of a boy, a boy of
¢ty & boy with a bright, strong face, the boy
Jesus of Nuzareth ¢
; More headshakes,
{ Three days Joseph and Mury are making in-
quiries,
| Doubtless they vi
season 3 they go again,  They anxiously look
ubout.  What is that crowd ahead ? People
earnestly discuss something, Joseph and Mary
| get nearer. No sign of o boy inside that crowd to
[ be ccen ! T can imagine that Mary wanted to look
!
I
{

|

t the temple courts in good

more sharply 1 into the eirele; and pressing
forward what  does she heur, and what does
Joseph hear ¢

Why, it is « boy's voice, and cannot My ¥ Beo
the long locks thut at home oarl about her boy’s
f0, it s Jesus ! Joseph, do you not sce?

, it is

us, aged twelve 5 und look at the grave

l doctors of the law diseussing various subjects with
him! He is a listener and o questioner.  He as-
tonishes everybody,

But Mury must speak to him,

Joseph, too, wishes to reach him,

Jesus is culled aside,

Mary suys, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt
with us?  Behold, thy father and 1 have sought
thee sorrowing,”

How strange his unswer: * Ilow is it that ye

[ sought mie? Wist ye not that I must be about
my Father's business?

His Father's business ?

Yes, his Father, everywhere, in the temple, in
the eity, in all Judea and the world throughout the
| tuniverse, yet nigh at hand, and close about a boy’s
I heart ! Jesus feels the strange impulso of sonship,
How could Joseph and Mary appreciato all this?
| Jesus goes with them, and together they all re
‘ turn to Nuzareth,

' This strange 1 grows up to manhood.
|
|

AJ
Everybody loves him, everybody admires his
bright intelleet, and yet who ean understand his
strange sayings ! 11is mother lays them away in
memory’s storchouse and turns the key in the
door,
|
|
|

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

When a Hebrew boy was threo years old the
custom wus to do whut was preseribed in Num. 15.
38: “Bid them that they make them fringes in
, the borders of their garments, . . . and that they
| Put upon the fringe of the borders a ribund of
blue.” The purpose was to furnish an ohject
lesson to the child. It was & symbol, It was
that they, secing the “blue ribbon " and tas-
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seled garment, might * remember all the com-
mandments of the Lord, und do them.” Even
grown-up people were to “muke fringes upon
the four quurters of their vesture” When the
boy was five years old he began to learn texts and
whole chapters of the Iebrew Bible, These were
written on scrolls, and it was much like o ehild
now learning the Beatitudes, the twenty-third
Psalm, fourteenth chapter of John, ete. The e~
brew boy committed to memory the one hundred
and fourteenth, the one hundred and vighteenth,
and the one hundred and thirty-sixth Psalms
that he might later on take part in the singing
of these at the great festivals like the passover,
He was not now, however, admitted to take part
in the Hallel festivals, Between the ages of five
and thirteen he was called “a son of the law.”
At thirteen, or one day after he was twelve years
«of uge, he became a “ son of the precepts,” was
admitted to the passover ceremonies, and beeame
by ceremony * purified.” e also put on the
phylacteries, which were worn at the recital of
«dnily prayers. lis purification would be some-
what analogous to confirmation,

A modern writer gives the following account of
the modern custom among Jews, as ho witnessed it
in one instance: “A few days ago I attended n
very interesting service in a Jewish synagogue, A
boy just twelve years old was brought by his futher
to be adwitted us & member of the synagogue;
there were present the parents of the boy, his
brothers und sisters, his friends, and some few
strangers.  After several ceremonies had been per-
formed, the priest read u portion of the law in
Hebrew ; the boy then stepped forward to the desk
near the platform, near the center of the building,
und read from the roll of parchment, in « clear, dis-
tinct voice, a short psalm, A pause ensued, and
then the old man addressed the boy u fow brief
sentences, telling hin he had attained to years of
diseretion, und knew the difference between right
and wrong; a great responsibility rested on him;
that it was his duty to follow the good and shun
the evil; that it became him to show that the in-
struction he had re ed hud not been given in
waing that he must diligently practice that which
hie knew to be right § to be obedient to his parents,
kind and uffectionate to kis brothers and sisters,
«<harituble to those who needed his help, and fuith-
ful to the religion in which he had been instructed,
Then, placing hix hand on his hegd, he prayed
<arnestly that the God of Abraham, of Isane, and
of Jacob would bless the lad and would preserve
him from danger and from sin, and make him a
wixke and good man, if he should be spared to en-
Joy length of days; or, if his life should be short,
that he might be admitted to the presence of God
in heaven.”

‘The Talmud was learned from the living teacher,
tience in Christ's day a chamber of the temple was

set apart as 4 kind of free school, open to all.
Here the fumous doctors of the law sat in * Moses'
seat.”  The older students sat on a low bench, the
Younger ones on the ground, literally “at the
feet " of the teacher. Paul must have begun this
study very carly, aecording to custom, s he says
he sat “ at the feet” of Gamaliel. ‘The freest in-
tercourse wus ullowed between all the students,
even to the youngest, und the teacher. Any of
them could usk questions or state opinions, for,
after all, it was a sehool of opinions, ‘There was

| nothing, therefore, unusual or unseemly that Jesus

at twelve should have been found in the temple
(verse 44), “sitting in the midst of the doctors,
both hearing them, and asking them questions,”

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 40 and 52, ‘The grace of God in which
we are to grow is not like those fruits which
while immature are bitter, and only sweet when
fully ripe ; it is rather like the bud of a flower,
beautiful in its beginnings, fairer at every degree
of expausion, and when wholly open surrounded
with fragrance. The growth of grace in the heart
may be compared to the provess of polishing
metals,  First, you have a dark, opaque substance
ncither possessing nor reflecting light, Presently,
as the polisher plies his work, you will see here
and there a spark darting out, then a strong light,
till by and by it gives u perfeet image.

Verses 41-49. Even s there is one hemisphere
of'the moon’s surface on which, in its entivety, no
hunan cye has ever gazed, while at the same time
the moon's changes of position enable us to con-
Jeeture its general character, so there is one large
portion of our Lord's life respeeting which there is
no full record 5 yet such glimpses are, as it were,
given to us of its outer edge that from these we
are able to understand the whole, Again, when
the moon is in erescent, a few bright points are
visible through the telescope upon its unilluminated
part 3 those bright points are mountain peaks so
lofty that they ecateh the sunlight. One such
point of splendor and majesty is revealed to us in
the otherwise unknown region of Christ’s youth-
ful years, and gives an insight into all his life—his
visit to the temple.— Canon Farrar,

Ferse 49, 1 think we may safely assume that
when Christ came for the first time to the feast
which corimemorated the great deliveranee of his

nation, the boy was already conscious of a voice
within ealling him to the work to which the God
of his fathers had called Moses and Samuel and
David and Elijal,  Awidst all the pomp of the
great festival, he found the chosen people weighed

down by a more degrading bondage than had ever
befuilen them, Ile saw the beautiful temple for
the first time, and, in strange contrast, the eager
traflic, the huge slanghtering of beasts with all the
brutal accompaniments, and everywhere a longing
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and expectation of u Deliverer. Then he must

have questioned whether he was not the one upon
whom the supreme tusk must be laid. For a
momeni all human ties would shrink back, and
led by his mother's question, his

when  r
dreamy
my Fuather's courts, ubout his business " scems
dess abrupt.— Zhomas Hughes.,

Verse 51, There was once a pious, godly
bishop who had often carnestly prayed that God
would manifest to him what Jesus had done in
»u~ youth, Onee the bishop had a dream to this
e seemed in Lis sleep to see a carpenter
working ut his trade, and beside him u little boy

who was gathering up chips, Then came in o
wiaiden who called them both to come to the
, and set porridge before them.  Let this be
what it may, « true history or a fable, I none the
less believe that Christ in his childhood and

youth looked and acted like other children, yet
| without sin, in fushion like & man,— Lut/er, |

OPTIONAL HYMNS.

No. 1.
Mujestie sweetness sits enthroned.,
How precious is tie book divine,
Crace, "tis a charming sound,
O God, my youth is thine,
Growing up for Jesus.

No. 2,
How sweet the place of prayer.
Heavenly Futher, send thy blessing.
What glory gilds the sacred page.
Learning of Jesus,
Look up, look up to Jesus,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make sketeb-map of Palestine,  Let the teachers
truce the journey from Nuzareth to Jerusalem. . ..
Brief word-pictures of scenes of the journe
probable characteristics of the

Make

L chear the occasion of this visit; what this feast

stood for; who ordinarily participated in it ; how

L it was cclebrated ; studies of the * doctors,” ete,

The customs connected with a “ sou of tie
law.” This lesson n

in four seenes: (1) The earavan; (2) The fes

the temple.. . . Lessons from the growth of Jesus,
Ncee * Thoughts for Young People.,”  Every youth
should grow as he grew, in stature, in wisdom,
strength of spirit, generul favor, and the gr. f
God.  Emphasize this. At no period of his life

was he more really an exemplar than when he thus |

combined serupulous attention to his heavenly
Father's business with subjection to his parents,
<The accounts of Jewish ehild-life in F,
hhh-ln-un and Stapfer should be read if possible,
--8pend no time on doubtful questions, sueh s
wlnt!nr Jesus - intentionully stayed behind

iswer, * Wist ye not that 1 must be in |

and |

ght be etlectively studied |
l |
<ay 5 (8) The departure; (4) Discovery of Jesus in

| Make plain how casily n boy might stray away
from his parents in such a city at such a time
without blume attachable to either, . ., A A good op-
portunity o impress the duty of obedience to
purents,

Blackboard,

I[’IUST Be Aour
MY-FATHER'S Bdsn{(ss

HoLy ) BIBLE

SWIS/DoM:

To SAVE Tve Wy ;\@

THE BOY JESUS
OUR EXAMPLE
IN

GOD'S ERVICE,
TRUTH DEEKING,

ABOVE ALL IN

OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS.

“€o ... and do likewise,"

THE BOY JESUS
GROWING IN
WISDOM STATURE 1 FAVOR

STUDY. EXERCISE OBEDIENCE

FOLLOW HIM.

STUDY OOK.
EXERCISE ™ Dopy.

LIVE THE TRUTH,

References,

Freexax. (Ineluding connecting verses.) Ver
12: Swaddling LInll||~ manger, 761, Ver, 25:
'llm‘ consolu Ver, 44: Caravans, 69 ;
u day’s journey, 815, Vers. 44,45: The first dn3 8
| Journey, 753, . 46: The seribes, €48; the
! temple, 704 doctors and ¢ disciples, 754,




30 SUNDAY SCHOOL

A.D.270r28.] LESSON III. THE MI?

BANNEL. [Jan. 144

STRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. [Jan 19.

GOLDEN TEXT. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of tb :

Authorized Version,

[Reud Luke 3. 1-38, Compare also Maluchi, chap-
ter J‘.J

15 And as the people were in expectation, and
all men mused in their hearts of Johin, whether he
were the Christ, or not;

16 John answered, saying unto them ull, 1 in-
deed baptize you with water: but one mighticr
than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I amn not
worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost and with fir

17 Whose fan e in his hand, and he will thor-
oughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat
into his garner; butthe chaff he will burn with
fire unquenchable,

18 And many other things in his exhortation
preached he unto the people.

10 But Her'od the tetrurch, being reproved by
him for He-ro’di-as his brother Phil'ips wife, and
for ull the evils which Her'od had done,

20 Added yet this above all, that he shut up
Jehn in prison,

21 Now when all the peoplo were baptized, it
came to pass, thut Je'sus nlso being baptized, and
praying, the heaven was opened,

22 And the Ioly Ghost deseended in a bodily
shape like a dove nipon him, and u voice came from
heaven, which sai, Thou aurt my beloved Bon ; in
thee Lam well pleased.

world ! John 1.

Revised Ve
And as the people were in eXxpectation, and all
men reasoned in their hourts concerning John,

16 whether huply he were the Christ; John an
swered, saying unto them all, I indeed bapi
you with water: but there cometh he that is
mighticr than I, the latehet of whoso shoes |
am not worthy to unloose : he shall baptizo you

7 with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is
in his hand, thoroughly to eloanse his thresh-
ing floor, and to guther tho wheat into
gurner; but the chaft e will burn up with un-
quenchable fire,

18 With many other exhortations therofore
preached he good tidings unto the people ;

9 but Her'od the tetrareh, I-«iuuh-pmu-(l by him
for He-ro'di-as his hrother's wife, and for all

20 the evil things which Her'od had done, added
yet this above ull, that he shut up John in
prison.

1 Now it eame to puss, when all the peoplo
were baptized, that, Jesus ulso having been
baptized, and praying, the heaven wias opened,

22 and the Holy Glost descended in a bodily
form, us a dove, upon him, and a voice came
out of heaven, Thou art my boloved Son; in
thee T um well pleasc

ion.

TIME.—Jesus was baptized in January, A. D,
27. John was imprisoned in March, A. D. 28.
PLACES.—Jesus was baptized in the Jordan,
probably near the Bethabara fords, five miles north-
east of Jericho,  Ierod's palace was in Tiberins,
on the sea of Galilee. John was imprisoned in
Machsrus, a fortress nine miles east of the northern
end of the Dead Sea, RULERS,—Tiberius,
emperor of Rome; Pontius Pilate, procurator of
Judea,  1erod Antipus is still the tetrarch of G
lee. CONNECTING LINK At least eight-
een years passed between the last lesson and this.
Jesus was then twelve years of ¢; now he was a
grown man about thirty, Mis cousin, whom at
that time he probably had not seen, had been
trained in the wild desert, and now suddenly pre-
sented himself in rough and startling guise as a
great reformer. People went out to hear John by

1
the thousand. His fame spread to the very ends

of the lan, and Jews and Gentilos alike wero ter
rified by his sermons, and tried to live better lives
after hearing him,

HOME READINGS,
M. The Ministry of Jolin the Baptist.
1-14,
Zw. The ministry of John the Baptist. Tuke 8.
15-22,

Luke 3.

. A witness-bearer, John 1.
Th. Bent before, John 3, 2 3
F. John's submission to Jowus, Mutt. 3. 7-17.
8. Suffering for fuithfulness, Mark 6. 14-20,

8. The proacher and his mossage. Mark 1. 1-11.

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 62, New Canadian Hymnal.

I was once far away from the Saviour.

No. 67, New Canadian Hymnal.
Not all the blood of beasts.

No. 72, New Canndian Hymnal.

Arise, my soul, arise,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Baptist, v. 15-20,

What was the burden of John's teaching ¢
(Verse 3.)

What did he demand of the people? (Verso 8.)

What three classes asked about duty? (Verses
10,12, 14,)

What query had the noople about John ?
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N What question was asked him,
(John 1. 19.)
What did John say about himself ¢
What about One who was to come !
How would the coming One baptize ¢
T'o what does * fira " here allude ¢
What sort of fan is referred to in verse 17 ¢
How dooriental furmers ** puage” their * floors ¢
What did John say about ehuff and wheat 1
About what else did he discourse ¢
What ruler did John rebuke ¢

lan 19,
(b :

n,and all
ng John,
John an
1 baptize
¢ that is

- shoes 1 What wak the rebuke?  (Mark 6, 17, 18,
tize you What did Herod the tetrarch do to John ¢ |
se fan is What was the charneter of this Herod ¢ |
¢ thresh- What relation did he bear to Herod the Great ¢ :
into his About how old was John now ¢ |
with un- Amid what surroundings hud his youth been
spent {
herofore .~ What fate befell John ? (Mark 6, 21-35,)
people ; 2" What prophecy was fulfilled in John's ministry ¢
by him = (Mal. 8. 1)
| for all

2. The Beloved Son, v. 21, 2.

'y added

By whom was Jesus baptized ! (Matt. 3. 13,
John in How was Jesus enguged when he was baptized ¢
What strunge sight was seen ?
- people What was heard, and from whenee ¢
g been What words were uttered ¢
opened, On what other occasion were these words ut-
bodily tered?  (Luke 9, 85.)
e came What did the Baptist say about the beloved Son ¢
on; in (GoLpen Texr.)
What was the age of Jesus at his baptism ¢
e (Verse 23,)
Practical & *achings.
L. The holiest mortal is infinitely below God.
. 7-17. Let us, in our studies of the lifs of Christ, never
4-20, forget that he whom Jesus declared to be the great-
L1-11 est born of woman was not worthy to unloose the
latehet of the shoes of Jesus,
2. The world divides itself on the question of |
Christianity ; the sheep and the goats instinetively |
range themselves ou the right hand and on the |
. - left. The presence of the mighty One, whose fan !
“ i8in his hand, divides the wheat from the chatl. |
3. Herod’s imprisonment of John is purallcled |
by the instinetive action of every bad man, It he
eannot put the preacher in prison who calls atten- |
tion to his vice, he puts his conseience in prison, !
 He seeks to avoid guilt by forgetting sin.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That all should repent of sin ?
ik 2. That not all people will be saved ¢
3. That Jesus is the Son of God ¢
NTS. l
QUESTIONR FOR INTERMEDIATE |
hing? SCHOLARS. |
1. Verses 15-20, “
0 8.) 16. What were the crowds who heard John ex-
Versos pecting ¢

16. What did John answer them? Why did he |

and by whom ¢ [ make Christ so groat and himselt so small ¢
! mean by that aet ¢

| tize peoplet When did the Holy Spirit come?

| praying? What testimony was borne to Jesus at

When
d by Joln what did they
Whut were lntehets? Whose
work was it to loose them ! How would Jesus bap-

people  we

bupti

What does hie do for us?

17. What was an Eastern fun?  Tell what John
meant by the wheat, the gurner, and the chatf.
How are wicked people like chatt't

19. What Herod did John offend ? Why was
John cast into prison? Where was this prison {
In what ways was this a great sin? s it wise to
be angry with those who tell us the truth about
vurselves?

2. Verses 21, 22.

21, Nume some reasons why Jesus was buptized.
What was Jesus doing before the Spirit deseended ¢
How muny times does Luke tell us ahout Jesus

A baptism ¢

22 What is the dove an emblem of ! What volce
was heard at Christ's baptism?  On how many
other oceasions was this voice heard?  Nume them,
Muy we know when we please God ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.

We should not nccept the praise due nother.
Teuchers eannot save their pupils, but only poin
them to Christ. The Holy Spirit comes in unnwer(
to prayer. It you repent und are torgiven, Jesus)
will gather you as wi It we Jove Jesus we
should obey him by being buptized und publiely
professing him. God will own those who are his,
The baptism of the Holy Spirit will take away oar
sins, make our hearts warm with love, and fill our
souls with new life, For this we must usk, (See
Luke 11, 13,)

TIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.,
How long did Jesus stay in N
visit to the temple
At what trade did he work ¢
How do we know that he lived a right life 2
How old was he now ¢ .
Who begun preaching near the Jordan at this
time ?
Did many go to hear him ¢
Who was the preacher ?
What do you know about his birth?
What did he preach about ¢
What did many people do ?
Who went to hear John preach ?
What did he do like the others ¢
Had he uny sins to confess
Why, then, was he baptized ¢
Why did God send a sign ?
What rested upon him ?
What did the voice from heaven say ?

QUE

zureth after his
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Spirit will make your heart cloan and
| keep it elean,

As the Holy Spirit came to Jesus, so will ho | Which do you want to be, wheat or chutt?
“wae to you if you usk him, } may choose,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAJ NOTES.
General Statement.

| The Holy

Something to Remember.

You

Eighteen years have passed sinee our last lesson, and thirty-one or two sinee Lesson 1. These years
have brought many changes to Pulestine,  Galilee, howey er, continues under the rule of Herod Antipas,
and nearly all of Jesus's life was lived under the eivil administration of Antipas and of Pilate, the proe
urator of Judea. An intense longing for moral relief pervaded Palestine, and was felt far beyond its
bounds, The people who sat in darkness were searching for light, when suddenly John's voice was
heard, We should thoroughly understand the stormy
this ** greatest born of women ™ stands out in hold relief,

ground against which the rugged figure of
Public and personal depravity, oppression
of the poor, subservience to a despotic foreign power, a formul and by poeritical hierarchy, all combined
to make the ecommon people eager to hear and attend to his words, Brought up in the wilderness, he
beeame an ascetic, dressed like a barbarian, and lived with utmost simplicity. IHis rhetorical figures
were homely, taken from tho coarse, simple life in which he had been trained. The thousands flocked.
to hear him—people of every class, e condoned no viee, feared no authority, taught no new doctrine
** Live justly, love merey, and walk humbly before God,” was his message to high and low. When in
Herod's presence he softened no tone, but denounced his luxurious vice, As a consequence (in Mareh,
A. D. 28), Jokn was put into prison, and eventually murdered. The most remarkable day in John’s life
was that on which was revealed to him * the Lamb of God, which taketh aw ay the sin of the world,”

Verse 15. The people were in expectas
tion, [n expectation of the coming of the Mes-
siuh, Not only the Jews, but Romans, Greeks,
Egyptians, and men in the far East thrilled with
this strango feeling, and now that a reformer,
radicully different in character und methods from
any priest or seribe whom they had ever heard,
cutue to the fron®, 2 wis a very natural supposition
that he was the Chiaat,

16. John answered. A deputation had come
from the Sanhedrin to ascertain his claims (John
1. 19-28), The answer was to these mon. I ine
deed baptize yon with water, Ie cleansed
them by a simple ceremony and symbol, but their
evil hearts required much more than symbols and
ceremonies,  His work was symbolical and by
water; the Messiah’s work must be real and in
spirit. One mightier than I cometh. * Might-
ier to effeet what my baptism is powerless to pro-
duce.” The latchet of whose shoes I am
not worthy to nnloose, Or, as we might say,
“I am not worthy to untie the thong of his san-
dals, to loose his shoes, to button his gaiters, In
spiritual power T am as far beneath him as in social
standing a bootblack is beneath a prince.” He
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
John could, lead his fellows to repent and to long
for and struggle after a change of heart, but the
Christ was to change their hearts, Auad with
fire. The emblem o purification. 1e story of
Isa, 6. 6,7 is a beautiful illustration of this,

17. Whose fan is in his hand. Not a fan
in our sense—a great wooden fork rather, with
which tho farmer threw up the threshed grain
against the wind so that the light particles of chaff

might be blown away before the grain fell back to
the earth, Christ wus to winnow the people, and
very wonderfully he did it. He will thoroughly
purge his floor. Truly cleanse it. The wheat.
The good ; those who love goodness, The ehaff.
The worthless oncs. Burn with fire unquench-
able. “Urquenchable” means that cannot be
put out.  Set the dry chaff on fire, and the work
of the flame will be so swift it cannot be arrested.
The word scems simply to symbolize final and
utter destruction,

18, Many other things in his exhortation
preached he. He discusses all *live issues.’”
Iis was applied Christianity. He told the soldiers,
the publicans, the beggars, and the king himself
with equal directness what it was their duty to do.

19, 20. And this state of things went on for a
year and more, The incident narrated in these
two verses ocourred thirteen months after the bap-
tism of our Lord, which is reported in the follow-
ing two. Herod the tetrarch. * Tetrarch"
means * ruler of a fourth part,” and Herod's prin-
vipality was one fourth of the older provinee of
Syria.  He had now reigned about thirty years.
His government extended over Galilee and Peren.
Herodias his brother Philip’s wife. Our
note on verse 5 of Lesson T identifies this ¢ brother
Philip” with Herod Philip I, who lived the life
of a private gentleman in Rome, Ile was ono of
the less harmful of the sons of thas royal eriminal,
Herod the Great. When Merod Antipas, the te-
trarch, had oceasion to go to Rome to make surc
his claim to the tetrarchy, he beeame the guest of
this Herod Philip. When he left he not only had
seoured thetetrarchy, but he had robbed his brother
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of his wife and daughter, who were both as wicked
as they were beautiful. His erime, which was not
only adulterous, but by the Mosaic law doubly in-
cestuous, was an abomination to the Jews, and
public opinion against him beeame much bitterer
when he cast off his former wife and plunged his
country into war with her father, King Aretas of
Petra. To have the most popular preacher of the
time denounce his conduct was more alarming to
Herod than were the troops of Arctus, Tle could
not afford to be reproved at such u time, so he
shut up John in prison. This was a most in-
iquitous erime, and led logically to a worse erime—
the murder of John,  And yet by a comparison of
this story with Mark 6, 17-20 and Matt, 14, -5 we
are persuaded that Antipus was profoundly im-
~ pressed by John's righteousness, and it is probable
~ that one of several mixed motives in the shutting
~ him up in prison was to muke him safe against the
plottings of Herodias,
21. Now when all the people were bape

. Verse 15, In expectation. The preaching
of John had stirred not the polities, the people,
nor theinterest of the multitudes in commerce, art,
literature, or science, but it did profoundly affect
the national conscience. That was the particular
mission he was sent to accomplish,  As a moral
reformer echoing the voice of God he wis sent to
prepare the way, The people were foreed to
think. That & moral revolution was imminent
could not. be denied. ‘The multitudes were in sus-
pense; the preacher and his message produced
controversy, All men mused in their hearts
whether or not he was the long expected and de-
sired Messiah. The short cut to the overthrow of'
evil conditions is by the way of the conscience,
Man is a moral being, and all reforms based on
expediency, self-interest, or any other interest
i partake of the temporary, superficial character of
“thoso interests, Moral truth enly can cure an im-
“moral world,
~ 16. John answered. The true prophet
~never leaves the people long in doubt concerning
* himselfor his mission, I « baptize, AsJohn
was inferior to Christ, as his work was merely in-
troductory to the redemptive work of Christ, so

+ he subordinates, as in tho aature of things he
. must, the baptism with water to the baptism of

‘the Holy Ghost. The first is an outward sign in-
dicative of repentance ; the sceond is not a sign at
all, but the essential thing itself producing tho
new birth. The difference, therefore, between John's
baptism and Christian baptism, which is a sign of re-
generation, is a wide difference, He shall bap-
tize yon with the Holy Ghost, With the
coming of Jesus as the world-Redeemer was the
coming in of a new force into humanity, the Holy

pirit.  He was in the world before, was in it from
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tizeds  When the day’s crowd hud been baptized
and the public ceremony was over, Jesus also.
being baptized, ‘It beeamo him to fulfill all
righteousness,” Praying. Josus himself necded
pri It was when he prayed that the heaven
was opened ; two years later, when he prayed, the
great transfiguration occurred ; luter still, when he
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, angels came
and comforted him,

22. The Holy Ghost descended in a
bodily shape. To permanently equip him for
the work (Aets 10, 381 John 1. 28; 3, 84). Prob-
ably the general unders unding is corrcet, that the

form of a dove hovered over the head of Christ ;
although the other interpretation—that * like «
dove ™ alludes to the manner of descent and not to
the form—may be correct, Voice . . . from
heaven. An articulute voico. Thou art my
beloved Non, Literally, “Thou art my Son,
the Beloved.” This imolies the aoetrine of the

blessed Trinity,

CRITICAL NOTES,

the beginning, but in no such plenitude of power,
in no such definite, resultful relationships to men
as at the coming of the Lord Christ, And with
fire. This is not another form of the statement
relative to the Holy Spirit, The cleansing, evil
destroying etfect of the Iloly Spirit on thoughts,
beliefs, life,and character will be as the application
of fire to combustible material, The Spirit of God
is the Spirit of life, and he scarches out the hidden
things of man’s 8pirit, secking to overcome the
forees in the recesses of the spirit that make for
death,

17. Whose fan is in his hand. All shams,
hy poerisics, false beliefs, religious, social, and polit-
ical, go down before the presence of Jesus the
Christ, the express image of the everlasting real-
ity. Jesus comes to teach men truth, to sift out
the false from the true, und to bring men into right
relations with God and the nature of things in or-
der that they might realizo their true freedom,
Purge his floor. John, with prophetic insight
into the character and mission of the Messiah,
deseribes in few words the effeot of his appearance,
Mistory is crowded into syllables.  Days of fire
and sword and confusion and doubt and alarm are
to come. Hoary wrongs, orgunized tyrannics, in-
trenched iniquities, and false views of God and
human relationships do not suceumb without a
struggle, The wheat, tho good and true of
whatever people, race, age, sphere of thought, or
aetivity, he will gather, preserve it, in his garner ;
but the chaff, the useless, deceptive, crucl, evil-
breeding forces, principles, which influence human
history and destroy men's souls, he will burn
with fire unquenchable, utterly and forever
destroy, Christianity is a world religion. Its mission

! isworld redemption, By regenerating the hearts of
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individuals it seeks to regenerate the world and
make all things new,

19. But Herod. There is not one moral luw
tor the musses and another for the exalted few, In
the presence of eternal righteousness there are no
Kings, nor pocts, nor novelists, nor mighty geniuses
whose intelleetual or wsthetic gifts place them apart
from the universe of' common sinn The moral
prineiples luid down by Johu applied to Herod,
as they did to Herod's subjects.  All are sinne

20. He shut up John in prison.
of his influence over the people.. Fearful of his
throne, but unwilling to turn from the wrong thut
had attracted the lightning of John, he adds to his
iniquity by incarcerating the faithful preacher, and
thinks he has eluded justice.  History has its re-
venges, P al foree never yet destroyed a use-
ful truth. }\lllm" prophets does not kill con-
science, which is always on the side of the
prophets,

21. Jesus also being baptized, The Lord
Jusus honored the mission of John, and recognized
him in the presence of the multitude by submitting
to the saered rite of baptism.  While Jesus was
praying. It is not enough to perform the act, or
to submit to it, il surrender is demanded,
otherwise there is no death to the world and the
flesh,

22. The Holy Ghost descended. The
Holy Trinity is revealed. The Son praying, the
Holy Spirit coming upon him, the Father speak-
ing. In a bodily shape like a dove, 7o be-
come vixible the infinite Holy Spirit must appear
in some form. The Spirit of God is not a diffused
energy cmanating from the Father, He is a per-
son, und it angels can appear there is nothing
startling in the manifestation of the divine Spirit in
bodily form under the limitations of time and space,
A voice came from heaven. The multitude
heard it.  God the Father proclaimed his Son Je-
sus to be the Redee of the world. In him the
Futher was well pleased.  His inearnation, his
humiliation to human conditions, his entrance
upon his work, which would end only in his sac-
vificial death, all reccived the divine approbation,
The interpretation of the meaning of this deelara-
tion may not have heen el

in to those

who heard.  But the v ame not
for them only, but for the whole race, No revela-
tion of heaven is for one people only, nor for one
age, but for all ages and for all people, so that the
revelations of God are in a profound sense a con-
tinuous reulity to all who believe.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Baptist’s Ministry.
1. A Muierey o Expreration,
People were in expectation. v. 15,
Who art thou?t John 1. 19-23,
Elijah the prophet.  Mal. 4. 5,

II. A MiNtstRy oF REPENTANCE.
Baptize you with water, v. 16,
Baptism of repentance. Luke 8, 8.
Fruits....of repentance.  Luke 8, &
1L A Mixistey or Promisk,
One mighticr than 1, v, 16,
Behold the Lumb,  John 1, 29,
Will pour out my spirit. Joel 2, 28, 29,
IV. A Mixistiy or WARNING.,
Fan is in his hand. v. 17,
Burn as an oven, Mal. 4,
Ungodly....like the chatf,
A MiNistRY oF COURAGE,
Herod. .. .reproved by him, v. 19,
A reed shuken with the wind?  Matt, 11, 7.
Them that sin rebuke. 1
VI. A Misistry or SUFFERING.
Shut up John in prison. v. 20,
I must decrease. John 3, 29, 30,
Not at the thin .seen, 2Cor, 4. 18,

Thoughts for Young People,
John’s Message to Us,

Lo We should repent because there is a sorath to
come, Wisely did Mr, Wesley make desire to flee
from that wrath the condition of union with his
societies, Eternal justice punishes sin, We are
all sinners, and should flee from its pewer and its
penalty.

2o Weshould repent because the ingdom o o quvvﬁ
is at hand. By repentance only may we enter.
Christ winnows human souls, His fun is in his
hand. By every moral responsibility we meet we
are placing oursclves among the wheat or the
chaff, among the eitizens of the kingdom or its
encmies,

3o We should repent, for by that means only can
we be endued with the Holy Ghost. All human
beings are informed, “ possessed,” by the Spirit
of God or the spirit of evil. By repentance we
turn away from all evil influences, and then comes
the baptism with the Holy Ghost and fire,

4. We should manifest our repentance by doing
our daily duties with new zeal, as unto the Lovd.
John told neither publican nor soldier nor priest
to leave his daily voeation, but to do the old duties
from new and lofty principles, No penitent can
be a lax or impure man,

Psalm 1, 4,

5. We should manifest our répentance by living
Jor others,  He who does not with free heart con<
tribute to the welfare of others, not only lacks the
spirit of Christ, but has not even got as far as
John the l.n[nrm

6. We should show our repentance by turning
Jrom thes forerunner to the mighty One whom he
announces.  Some of John's followers failed to be-
come disciples of Jesus, And there are not wunt-
ing members of our modern churches whose zeal
seems to slacken when the personality that aroused
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them to repentunce ix withdrawn, Let us follow
our ministers and teachers us they follow Christ,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

“ Who ix this " people are asking. * Who is
thix wondertul man ¢

Out o the wilderness cane a voice Baying,
“Repent yo, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand !

With the voice eame a figure elad in o garment
of cuml’s hair, a leathern girdle ubout his loins,
Hix food wus of thesimplest kind, locusts and honey
from the rocks and the tr

And then how people flocked to hear Lim !

They stiil flock to listen. They come from
Jerusulem, from ilee, from the shores of the
Great Sen, from the wouth country. There ure
the temiple, seribes from the copying
of the luw, soldiers from the Romun

army, the rich and the poor, the learned and the
ignorant, the high and the low,

Wonderful mun, thus to gather to his feet so
many listeners, thus to sway their wills, thus to
lewd them to the waters of baptism and the ways
of a new lite!

Yes, a wonderful man,

‘Man? Is he not more than man? Is ho not
the long expected Messinh 7 ¢ Ab,” suys some one
with a good memory, ** was thero not something
strange about the announcement of his birth, an
angel in the temple seen by his father Yes, this is
the Messigh 1

But, no, the wonderful man docs not claim to be
the man,  Isracel's Hope, Zion’s King. One
mighticr than he, Joln the Baptist, is coting,

And what a picture Jolin sketelies !

Al souls gathered on the threshing floor, all be-
fore the Messiali, and then how iike a fan his
Judgments go through them!

In a goodly heap fulls the grain,

Off flies the chaff!

O, duy of hewrt-searehing, when the Master of
the harvest shall come down to the threshing
floor and hegin the separating and the sifting!

John ix not thix heart-searcher, this separater of
soulx, the Messiah,

One day, thongh, he, the Messiuh, comes,

Itixa duy when John is baptizing in Jordan.
Many are uhout John,

But who ix this hefore the Baptist ¢

Whenee that kerious, carnest face ; those fur-
reaching, far-xearching eyes, burning like a clear
flame; that presence, human-like, and yet bringing
an atmosphere through which you look and see

one fur higher?

They etand xide hy side in the Jordan, this
strange man and John. The lutter baptizes, when
what a seene!

John  with

his  penctrating spiritusl vision
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recognizes it all—the heavéne opening, the Holy
Ghost descending like a dove; and then that
solemn voiee from heaven saying, * Thou art
my heloved Son; i thee Ium well pleased.”

Messiah has come, the heart-searcher, Judge,
Redeenier!

Johin xees it all,

With power lie ean present the truth, and like
a battle-ux xo ung against wrong o out his words,

But is this all that John ean do? Ix heonly a
voive to reach the slumbering und arouse the caro-
lesw? Is he only o forerunner of the King? Deo-
lizhtful privilege t

But there is another king, Ilerod,

s Tife is Iy Ie has taken to wife Ierodias,
hin brother Philips wife: e has been the suthor
of other evils,  Will John the Baptist fuce this
other king? 1Is lie Jjust ‘gaod for preaching ser-
mons and ba: tizing, not for reaching and rebuk-
ing an enemy ¢

Time g ex on; John the Baptist rixes up, con-
fronts Hoerod, und dares tell him the truth,

O, how great’ the mistake of John, do you say 1
Ile is scized,  Between grim files of soldiers ho is
marched off to prisen.  There he lies in a cell. s
hie good only for this?

One day the exeeutioner comes to John’s cell,

John ix ready, and his soul s Jot out into the
large place of God’s liberty and God’s love,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

John’s expression, *“ The latehet of whose shoes
Lam not worthy to unlosse,” in specilly wignifi-
cant when we reen. ) the fiwt that the servant of the
priests or proplicts might be elled on to do uny
menial serviee, ex Pt that of unticing his sindal
thongs,  Shoes are not worn in the house, much
less in the temples or mosques, by Hindus and
Muoslems,  Native Christians follow the custom
of the country in thix respeet in India, and quanti-

tiew of' xhoes are found at the donts of relioolrooms
and chapels.  The priests among 11 brews were
prohibited wearing shoes in the tewple kervice,
henee they usually appeared hefore the altur in
their bare feet, Geikie, writing of Damaseus, do-
seribes a splemdia dwelling, builg by a Jew long
sinee  dead, having a great room inlaid  with
precious stones and  eonntless mirrors, in white
marhle, with a eonrt paved with marble and a
fountain in the center, At the ®ide a door opened
into the divan, or company roam, covered with
fine mats, on entering whivh al) persons took
off their shoes or slippers, ¢ partly from respect to
the host. hut still ‘more hoeane praver nmy have
heen xuid in the ooty mak'ng it holy ground,”
He also says of the ihapel of the Holy Sepulcher :
“Thnge marhle candlesticks; witl gigantic wax
eandlex, lighted only on high dayr, ktand hefore

the Chapel of the Angels, on entering which pil-
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grims take off their , ghoes before treading on | the mightier power of the Son of God, who comes

ground so sucred.”

Thomson in dcncnblng Yebna, three hours and |
o half from Jufla, with about a thousand inhab-
itants, speaks ol the *“ ridiculous Arab nmvhinus"
of ugriculture, o suys: * Whon I passed this w ay
two years ago thero were hundreds of men,
women, and children reaping, gleaning, and ecar-
rying away tho grain to their great threshing
floors. Long lines of camels, hearing on their backs
burde
slowly converging to a point here at Yobna, from
every part of tho plain, and the grain lay in heaps
almost mountaing high, The threshing floors were
urranged all round the town, and the scene was
picturesque. ... Tho gruin as it is threshed is heuped
up in the center of tho * floor” until it frequently
becomes a little mound much higher than the
workmen. This is particularly the case when there
is no wind for several days, for the only way
udopted to separato tho chaff from the wheat is to
toss it up into tho air, when the gruin fulls in one
place and tho chaff js cyrricd on to another.”

It is well known thut, this *“threshing floor
was a smooth surfiuce of rock or leveled, compacted
carth—hy preferenco on an elevation. Tho first
scparation of straw and threshing was by ruke;
the second, of the remaining straw and chaff, by
a fork ; und tho lusk by a broud wooden shovel or
scoop, with which the grain and remaining chaff
were thrown into the air.  This was called o
“fun,”  Johin Buplist's figure of separation of good

from bad by tho *“fun” .of divine Providence |

would appepl readily to the undemstanding of the
people.

The symbol of a dove would also bo readily ap-
prehiended, as it wag overywhere the emblem of
purity and gentlencss,  Even the pagan Syrians
and Pheenicians 8o honared it that they placed
the dove on their ensigna, and are reputed to have
clevated it to a pluco among their divinities. Ac-
cording to Ilcbrow law, it was the ono ard only
bird that could bo brought ns a sacrifice, and it
was rpecially dear to the poorer clusses as an offer-
ing within tho reach of their pecuniary means,
The descent of tho Holy Ghost like a dove as the
emblem of peace, prrily, and the ultimate trium-
phant power of the apiritual over material forees,
reculls that Pheenician coing have been found with
the design of a dovo with folded wings sitting on a
globe,

By Way of Tllustration,

The ministry of John the Baptist, All tho gos-
pels record or refor 1o the mission of John the
Baptist.  In Matthow the Baptist heralds Jesus as
the Messiuh of tho Jews, coming in fulfillment of
the ijaw and tho prophets, In Mark the work
of tho Baptist is introduced to exhibit by contrast

s many times Larger than themsclves, were |

to set up the kingdom of God. In l.uko, to bring
forward Jesus as the onc perfect man, placing
| himself on a level with all mankind by coming to
be baptized *“ when all the people were baptized.”
| In John, to witness to Jesus as the divine, only
begotten Son of God, the life and light of wen,
Bishop 11, W. Warren,

Versex 15 and 16, The humility of John is very
prominent.  When he is at the high tide of popu-
lurity and is asked if he is the Christ or Elijuh, he
declares that he is only a voice in the wildernoss
He is willing to be namcless and only a * witneas,”
as the evangelist ealls him,

A famous artist painting the Last Supper found
that some cups on the tuble, which had been deo-
orated with great care, attracted more attontion
than the fuee of Christ. They were very beau-
tiful and a matter of artistic pride, and yet
be erased them that Christ might be first in that
picture,

In Revelation the teacher or ministor is spokon
of as acandlestick.  The candlestick has no light in
itself. Its work is to Lold up the caundle, to shod
abroad the light,

erses 17 and 18, John the Baptist had no mes-
sage nl divine help for the people. In this respect
his preaching was a preparation for the more hope-
ful and inspiring message of the Christ. Before
Christ’s baptism, he wus a preacher of the law;
after Christ’s baptism, he beeame a preacher of tho
Looking upon Jesus a8 ho walked he
guid, *“Delold  the Lumb of God."—Lyman
Abbott,

Gospel,

Verses 19 and 20, Tlunters have watehed, back
of their eamp fire, as it illumined the dark recosses
of the forest, the bright and curious eyes of the
stole out of their hiding place, and
0 have been cusy marks for tho riflo ball.  Fish-
ermen with ﬂuun-v torch attract their game within
thrust of the spear. 8o the strong, clear blazo of
truth as it dwelt on the prophet’s soul hrought
the king again and aguin within its revealings,
It struck him hard in his evil course. By a
strange compulsion he sought the unrolling of
the record till his monstrous offenses wero all
stated.  “Perplexed” the ecvangelist says he
was,  Between conflieting purposcs ho was drivon
till the wily schemes of his angry spouso brought
the grim furce to a terriblo end.—DelWVitt S.
Clark.

Verses 21 and 22. God gives us, as ho gavo to
John, all the proofs wo need concerning the di
vinity of Christ.  “Tlow do you know that Christ
is tho Son of God?” was usked of a mission con-
vert who had been deep in gin. “I know it be-
cause ho forgave my sins, and only God can do
that.”

deers as they
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Blackboard.

A FAITHFUL MINISTER.

BAPTIZING | PROPHESYING

WITH oF
WATER. CHRIST.

POINTING TO CHRIST,

A TOITE CRYING,
“PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD."

BEHOLD
THE LAMB OF GOD.
WORK l WITNESSES
SALVATION ISION
AND
INNERS. ‘ VOICE.

THE END,
WHEAT | CHAFF
15
GARNERED. | BURNED.
REFLECT. CHOOSE. FOLLOwW.

The Teachers’ Meeting,

This lesson requires careful man
of u ecertain “luck of unity.” It includes nany
persons, places, and incidents, Do not permit
ride diseussions to effuce the e :3son of the Golden
Text, Group all the incidental fucts and lessons
about the great duty of repentance .Spend a

minute or two on “synehronisms: " The ages of
Jesus and John ;

agement beeause

g
|
|
|

i changes in rulers—Pontius P, ilate, | dals, 832. Ve

|
cussion about its form...,Constitue ncy of the
“multitudes™ to whom John preached.,
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llmml Antlpm cte., Hum the geogruphy ot the

Churacteristics of the wil-
derness of Juden near the rive r Jordun ;
of Mucl
thlll(‘ [t

lesson clearly in lnnul
the custle
rus; the great politicul «l|\|~|u||~< of Pal-
-Study in close conneetion with the
. Trace
juh and John the Baptist. ...
tism y avoid much dis-

parallel passages in three other gospels, , .
purallel between E

The meaning of John's 1

<. Analy-
51 (1) Distinet eharacteristies of
1l licurers, ** broods of vipers " (Mutt,
Distinet statement of the *
Clear unders
3 (4) Exhos
would lead to rectitud

8is of his sen

wruth to

come ling of their buscless

tullH-]l ¢

1 to such repentance as
y humility, and brotherly
love; (5) Clear announcement of the coming Sav-
iour; (6) Ilis ficures tuken from desert life.:..
Show how dir

aching and teaching always

produce direet results, Study John's methods and
learn from him. ... Lessons from Herod's sin, ...
Lessons from bLaptism of Jesus: (1) Reasons for
his baptism; (2) Reasons for John's reluctanc
(3) God's rec i (4) Ef-
feet of this recognition on John, on the Jews in
general, ... This is the story of a great revival
L. Note the preaching that brought on the reviva
(1) Earnest ; (2 ) Seriptural 5 (3) Practical 3 (4) F
less, 11 I\wh the results of sueh a ministr
(1) Awakening;

tnition of Christ’s divinit

2) Inquiring; (3) Repenta
(5) Christ's coming, ... Pry yers of
Jesus @ Before the baptism; before th
tion; in Gethsems ane; on Calvary,.
method (lumu]mlwlhu les<on will I:r
sermon ; 11, Jesus's baptism ; 111,
ment

1) Opposition ;

ransfigura-
LA good
L John's
Jolin’s imprison-
.Notice Thoughts fir Youn ¢ People.

OPTIONAL HYMNS.
No, 1.

Come, Ioly Ghost, our hearts inspire,
Come, Holy Ghost, in love,

,\Iunuhl'\ Spirit, we confess,

Now is the «

When Jesus comes,

No. 2,
Jesus, thou everls asting King,
The praying spirit lneathe,
Futher, to thee my oul I lify,
h‘n\vilu_r in the morning,
We come thy praise to sing.

References,
Fuerman., Ver, 16: The shoo latchet, 791 ; san-

r. 17: Winnowing gnnu,ﬂM




A D. 28.] LESSON IV. THE EARLY MINISTRY OF JESUS.
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[Jan. 26.

(Jan. 26.

GOLDEN TEXT. His word was with power. Luke 4. 22

Authorized Version.
Luke 4. 14-22. [ Commit to memory verses

8, 19.)
(Study whole chapter, Lu
14 And Je'sus returned in the of the

il there went out u fame of

onround about,

Spirit o Gul'i-lu
him through all the re:

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being
gloritiel of ull.

16 And he cate te
heen brought u
into the sy nug
up for to rewd,

17 Amd there was nhli\'crcl unto him the hook
of the praphet ins,  And when he had
opened the hook, he |u|unl the pluce where it was
written,

18 ‘the Spirit of the Lord iéx upon me, beeause
he hath anoimted me to preach the um]nl to the
he hath xent me to heal the broken-heartd,
delivernnee 10 the eaptives, and recover-
ing of xight to the blind, to set ut liberty them
that are bruised,

AT r\lh, where he had
his custom was, he went
e on the s llnlnlll day, and sto

19 To preach the nceeptable year of the Lord,

20 And he elosed the book, and he gave i again
to the minister, amd xat down, And the eyes ot
all them that were in the xynagogue were fustened
on him,

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is
this seripture fulfilled in your ears,

22 And all bare him witness, snd wondere] at
the gracious words which proceeded out of his
mouth,  Awd they suid, Is not this Jo'seph’s son ¢

bly very carly in A, D, 28,
areth, in Galilee, the home of Je-
us's ehildhood and youth,

HOME READINGS,

M. Euwrly Ministry of Jesus, Luke 4, 14-22,
Tu. The ry rejected, Luke 4, 25-82
W. Ministry of merey, Luke 4. 3344,
Th. Tsuiah's propheey.  Isa. 61,

F. Mindered by unbelief.  Mark 6. 1-6.
S. A Deliverer,  Isa, 42, 1-8,

8. Mude free.  Rom. 6, 11

19,

23,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 4. New Canadian Iymnal.
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing.

No. 91, New Canadinn Hymnal

Thy fai.hfulness, Lord, each moment we
fiud,

No. 8, New Canadian Hymnal,
** Whoeoever heareth,” shout, shout the

sound !

Revised Version.

14 And Je'sus returned in the power of tho Spirit

into Gali-lec : and a fume went out eoncerning

5 him through all the region round about, And

he taught in their synagogues, being glorified
of ull,

16 And he eame to Nuz'a-reth, where ho had
been brought up : and he entered, as his custom
was, into the synagogue on the sabbath day,

17 and stood up to rend.  And there was delivered
unto kim the book of the prophet I-sa'inh. And
hie opened the book, and fouid the place where
it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

Beeause he anointed me to preach good tid-
ings to the poor:

Ile hath sent me to procliim release to the
captives,

And recovering of xight to the blind,

To set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To proclaiz the aceeptable year of the Lord,

And he clo-ed the book, and gave it back to

the attendant, und sat down : und the cyes of

all in the rynugogue were fastened on him,

21 And he began to say unto them, To-day hath

22 this seripture been fulfilled in your ears.  And
all bare him witness, and wondered at the words

S

of grace which proceeded out of his mouth : and
they suid, Is not this Jo'seph’s son #
QUEN ()VSI ()l(SI,NlUR STUDENTS.

1. Propheey, v. 1419,

Where did Jesus go after his baptism, and why ?
(Verses 1, 2

What were the three temptations?  (Verses 3,

With what weapons did Jesus resist tempta-
tion?

Whao were his first disciples? (John 1. 40, 41.)

What was his first miracle?  (John 2. 1-11.)

In what Galilean town did he sojourn? (John
2,12)

When did he make his first public appearanco in
Jerusalem as a teacher?  [dus. At the passover
fenst of A, D, 27.]

Through what region did he go on his return
a to Samaria?  (John 4.)
ity of hix youth did he return 2

What was hi« place of resort on the Subbath ?

What part did he take in the synagogue servico ¥

From what hook did he read ?

Why did he and up to read ?

What words did he read ?

Where ix this pussage to be found ? (Isa. 61. 1,2,

What may we learn from our Lord's application
of this ideal to himselr't
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2. Fulfillment, v, 20-22, the Gospel to the poor? Mention three blessings
After rending, what did Jesus do? Jesus brought,
Whit was the “ minvister " | 19. What took place in the year of jubilee t
What shows the interest of the people? 2. Verses 20-22.

What sort of u throng was this?

What is imiplicd in the phruse * began to say 1"
At what did the people wonder ?

What is meant by * gracious words?"

What question did they ask one another?

What is suid of Jesus's preaching?  (Gorpen

20. Why did Jesus Laud the roll to the minis-
ter? OF what was it a sign when Jesus xat down §
Wity did they all look at him with such attention §

22. llow did they hear him witness? At what
did they wonder?  Did they uceept him?

Texr,) | Teachings of the Lesson.
How did the people reecive his words ¢ (Verse To overcome temptation increases power. Jesus
20.) set us an example in regularly attending service in
Nume two miracles which Jesus wrought at Ca- | God's house.  We should seek the salvation of our
pernaum.  (Verses 33-29,) friends and companions, The Gospel brings par-
What other miracles did he perform?  (Verses | don, freedom from sin, and hope of heaven, To
40, 41.) beeome a Christian is to enjoy a true Jjubilec—rest,
Practical Teachings. release from eaptivity, and to be made children

1. The true Christian maintains the holy * cus- | and heirs of God. Everyone should puy closo ut-
tom” of his divine Muster touching the Sabbath | tention to the preacher and teacher.
duy.

2. The Nazurcnes’ rejection of Jesus wus due QUESTION‘S FOR YOUNGER
simply to their familiority with him—a cause SCHOLARS.
which works ax much harm to-day as it did then. Where was Jesus led after his baptism t

8. When those blessed with golden opportuni- What did he do ufter this was ended ?
ties rejeet them, the opportunities are offered to Where did Jesus live before he begun to preach
others, Were the people glud to see him ugain ¥
Where in this lesson muy we find agood example— Do you know why ?

Tow did Jesus xpend the Subbath day ?
What is a sy nugogue ?

Can you tell how it differs from a church ?
Who read the lesson that duy 1

1. Of churchgoing ¥
2. Of reverence to God ¥
3. Of uttentive hearing ?

QUFSTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE Where was it?
SCHOLARS. Did Jesux read from a book? No, from a
1. Verses 14<19. parchment roll.

14. Where did Jesus go after his temptation? | About whom did ‘J"’":” read?
What effect hud the temptation on him? Where “_'“'" d.'d he 'l"'n'_""'
did he perform his first miracle? Mention some What did he say was fultilled thut day ¥

things Jesus did during the first year of his min- What "“,'d" l,hc lwf"'lc wondert

istry. What evil thing did they try to do?
15, Why was he so populur at this time? Something to Remember.
16. Where was Nuzaveth? How did Jewus oly- That Jesus's words are god words,

serve the Subbuth ? That Jesus shows us here how to keep the Sab-
17. How were the Old Testament Seripturces | bath,

written?  From what roll did Jesus read ? That *“this day" is the day to Lear Jesus und

18. Why was heanointed? Why are we to bring | obey him.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

Great events have taken place in the cighteen months sinee the voice of the prophet sounded from
the shore of Jordun.  Already the Buptist’s work ix finished, and the door of Herod's prison by the
Dead Sea has closed upon him, The carpenter of Nuzarcth now stunds betore the people ax their prom-
sed Redeemer, The d eluration of the forcrunner and the voice fy heaven procluim him to be the
Bou of Gad, and his mighty works and wonderful words uttest his divinity, From the baptismal stream
he has gone down to the wilderness, and proved his purity and his power by a vietory over the
Sempter.  Aguin, at the Jordun, he is pointed out by John ax the Lamb of Gol, and o fow disciplea
gather wround him (John 1), Ata wedding feast in Cana of Galilee he first shows his wirsculous power,
and soon after, by driving the traders from the court of the temple ut Jerusulem, he usserts divine au-
thority (John 2),  The fume of the new Teacher resounds through the lund, but s already the Phurisees
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of Jerusulom look coldly upon him, he turns his footsteps toward his own Galilee. Resting awhile by
the putriureh’s well, he wins the soul of the Sumaritan woman (John 4), and then passes on his way,
prenching in the synagogues and teaching by the wayside and the lakeshore, Onee ugain he stands
among the fumiliar scenes of his boyhood at Nuzarcth—not now the carpenter, but the prophet of re-
nown, The villuge syragogue is crowded with his former neighbors and workfellows, und every cye
is turned toward th g man of whom such strunge things are told. He reads the prophetie Nl!l‘fl"'
procluiming the neceptuble year of the Lord, and ealmly appropriutes the prediction to himself, while
the hcarts of his listeners wonder at his gracious words, and are filled with scornful unbelicf at his lofty
cluims,

Verse 14, Jesus returned in the power | and the men who had hired him were his audi-

of the Spirite He returned from Jerusalem by
way of Jueol's well. The manifestation of a di-
vine indwelling which had been slowly growing
throngh the years, reaching its fullness at the hour
of hix baptism, und theneeforward a mighty power
rested upon him through all his ministry. Gali=
lees  'T'he northern provinee of Palestine, at this
time under the rule of Herod Antipns. Fame of
him. Such power ax he possessed must attract
notice, especinlly at o time when the land was fe-
verish in its expectation of a deliverer from the
Romun yoke. His miracles, though few as yet,
and hisx recent expulsion of the traders from the
temple would swell the fume.  This fume was not
an unmixed advantage ; it precipitated several per-
plexing problems,

15. He taught in their synagogues, The
synagogues arose after the return from Bubylonish
eaptivity, B. C, 536. They were places in which
tho Jews gathered every Subbath (Saturday), Mon-
duy, and Tuesday, and often on other special ocen-
slons, for worship, the reading of the luw, and its ex-
position.  Glorified of n * Honored by all,”
All revognized his inspiration and authority, and
multitudes flocked to hear his words, It was a
brief period of universal popularity, soon to puss
away and turn into hatred, as the prineiples of the
new kingdom were revealed to unwilling cars,

16. He came to Nazareth, Whether this
viKit was the same as that related in Matt. 13,
63-58 and Mark 6. 1-6 is-uncertain.  The order
of tho narratives counts for little, because all of the
evangelists vary at times from strict ehronologieal
sequence,  Muny high authorities maintain that
this visit is unrecorded except in this passage.
From the other gospels we learn that his diseiples
were with himy and that a few of his townsmen
had sufficient fuith to bring to him their sick, but
he could not heal many beeause of their vnhelief.
Where he had been brought up. If any
other mun had come to Nazareth with u spirit of
righteousnexs, wisdom, truth, and grace such ns
Jesus digplayed, the whole town would have
turned out to do him honor. If a priest, glisten-
ing with jewels, had come down from Jerusalem,
every word he uttered would have been memorized
and his Dblessing eraved; but this man was the
town carpenter, The boys who had played with him

ence now, and they felt disposed to say, ** We all
know as much as Jesus does ; carpenter, stick to
your bench and tools,”  His custom. None can
be excused from the public worship of God since
our Great Exemplar regarded it his duty. Prob-
ably until that time he had sat as *a silent wor-
shiper,” and not presumed to teach. The synae
gogue. The word “the” indicates that there
was only one in Nuzareth, There were few vil-
lages without at least onc. Stood up for to
read. The Holy Scriptures were kept in an ark
or box curtained from the rest of the room, and
euch book was written on a separate roll.  The
congregation squatted on the floor, the richer ones
reclining on cushions, and the sexes were separated
by a luttice which ran down the center of the room.
All the people fuced Jerusulem, for no Jew could
pray with his face in any other direction than
toward the holy house. The reader or preacher
stood up to read and sat down to make his com-
ments. There were no recognized ministers in our
modern use of that term' in a synagogue.  Priests
and Levites had no official connection with it.

17. There was delivered unto him' the
book of the prophet Esaias. There were two
lessons rewd in each Sabbath’s service, the first of
which was always taken from the books of Moses,
which were usually put up on one parchment roll,
and the second from the prophets, each of which
was on a roll by itself. The prophet Esuias, or
Isniah, was therefore handed to cur Lord unopened,
which is the eause of the second sentence in this
verse—when he had opened the book, he
found the place. This “place” was very
probably a regulur lesson of the day, like those of
the modern Protestant Episcopal prayer book, but
this is not at all certain,  The text was in Ilebrew,
o language with the characters and sense of which
the Jews were fumilinr, hut which was itself dead
and unknown to them ; %o either the reader him-
sclf or an interpreter hud to turn it, sentence by
sentence, into the Avamaic dialeet, which was
spoken thronghout Galilee. And this makes
plain the meaning of the sneer, *“ How doth this
miun know letters, having never learned 1" The
place where it was written, Isa. 61, 1, 2;
18, 19, The quotations in these two verses ure
macde, not from our Old Testament, which is trans-
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lated from the ancient Hebrew, but from the Sep-

tungint, a Greek version which wus widely cireu-
lated in Pulestine at this time, and wh was used
on occasion by both the Lord and hi
There are variations in this quotation from both
authorities,

npostles,

20. Closed the book.' Rolled it up. It was
made up of vellum skihg, rewed together, and fus-
tened to n long wooden roller at each end. Hebrew
is read from right'to left, ko that the reader, by
rapid movements of the Hizers, is continually un-
rolling with his left hand what he rolls up with

18. The words to set at liberty them that | his right liand.  When he ¢oneluded he placed the

are bruised do not occur in Isaiuh. Our Lord
used this comforting pussage a5 u sort of kummary

of what he intended to do,

from their bondage. Many believed; however, thut
it was still propheti
pointed out baving never been reached by Isracl.
But they were not prepured for Jesus’ statement,
that these things were fulfilled in theirears, Muny
of the varintions have been cxplained by some
scholars us being a running comment made at the
time by our Lord ; they were extracts from his ser-
mon, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
To a special and peculiar degree. To preach
the gospel. To proclaim the good news to the
poor, who were neglected in the ancient East s
they are nowhere neglected in modern Christen-
dom, To heal the broken«hearted. We have
been converted for no other purpose thun to per-
form the six duties mentioned in this verse and the
next. Recovering of sight to the blind.
Our version reads, *‘ Opening of the prison to the
bound.”

19. To preach the acceptable year of
the Lord. The allusion of Isaish was to the
year of jubilee, the kecping of which was ordered
in Lev. 25. 8-10.  That yeur of jubilee was gener-
ally understood to be a type of the great jubilee
of the kingdom of God. In spite of variations of
phraseology, it will be observed that the spirit and
tone of the passage quoted by Luke and the cor-
responding passage in our lesson are identical,

| minister, and sat down.
It was generally un- |
derstood to refer to the return of the Isruclites |

the golden glory which it |

two rolls together and gavé' it again to the
This must have
profoundly surprised his auditors. The sccond
lesson always consisted of twenty-one verses
sus had read two, then suddenly stopped.  Sitting
on the platform of a synajregue was equivalent to
mounting the pulyit steps in o modern ehureh, and
this carpenter theré and' then publicly assumcd
the functions of teachier.’ *'The minister was an
officer of thé synagogue who took care of the
books.

21. Began to say.' His sermon was an am-
plification of this sentence, This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your ears,

22. Bare him witness. They scorned his
claims, but seem to have had a loeal pride in his
eloquence. Wondered., Were nstonished, Grae
cious words. Words of grace. They said.
Tt wus perfectly proper and conventiona) of them
to thus speak out in meeting, for the synagogue
was not ashrine for formal worship, but rather a
pluce for reverent discussion, more like a Bible
class than a Sunduay wmorning sermon. Is mot
this Joseph’s son? This ron of the earpenter
was no fit teacher for them,  The miraculous birth
of our Lord, if it had ever been heard of by his
townsmen, was certiinly not eredited by them.
Very quickly the preacher eanght the mind and
feeling of his audienee; he felt its weornful chal-
lenge before n word was uttered. Verses 23 and
24 tell us how he mct that ehallenge,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 14, Returned in the power of the
Spirits The power of the Spirit is not merely an
anointing, s some commentators are content to in-
terpret. It is an endowment of joy and peace and
absolute confidence : but it is more; it is o bap-
tism of energy. The power of the 8pirit is the
working of the encrgy of the thought of God under
human limitations.  As a vietor from the field of
conflict with the prince of darkness, Jesus re-
turned in the full consciousness of this power,
Went out a fame of him. [lis divine power
manifested itself in marvelous ways, It could not,
for he willed not that it should, be restrained,
He was the Healer, the Redeemer, and in works
of mercy and love his power delighted,

15. He taught in their synagogues.
Miracles were seals of authority, not designed pri-
marily for convicting men of sin and of righteous-
ness.  The moral nature of man is reached and in-

fluenced through his moral pawems, the power to
perecive and to apprehend ‘moral truth.,  Between
the moral nuture of man and divine truth there is
adivinely constituted harmony.  Jesus xonght to
show the truth of God, that secing it men might
love it und live it.  He taught. True preaching is
sound teaching,

16. As his custom was. In the rynagogue
his Father wus worshiped § there, from his youth,
Jesus was found on the Babbath, ‘There, on that
holy day, he ix found yet revealing himself to the
hearts of true worshipers a8 he revealed himself
and his mission on earth to the worshipers in the
synagogue at Nuzareth, And stood up for to
read. The Scriptures were rend standing, the
pastor, as we would say, ealling on some ono to
read, Seeing Jewus rising up he recognized his
wish and gave him the sacréd roll, In the mys-
terious working of God's providence the Book of
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Isaiuh, of all the books of the Old T , Was

handed to bim, Bohind ull history is God, and
therears no aocidents,  Little things, tho most com-
monpluce things, have times without number been
the pivots on which tie greatest svents have turned.

17, He found. Appurently furtuitously, but
in reality provideutially, the division in the Book
of Lsaiah which includes the prophecics reluting
to the Meswiak, bis office, sufferings, triumphs, and
atoning death,

18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.
The prophet was inapired to declare deliveranco to
the exiles and o announoe the Messianic glory of
the future, In the meaning of Chirist this declara-
tion ix read as if it was now mude of him.  Every
word is his declaration of himwself und his mission,
In the Greck toxt we must noto the chungo of
tense in the words rendered ** hath anointed,”

poor. Our Lord in this fimt unnouncement of
his Messiuhiship corrects the popular concoption of
what the Messiuh of God shall be. 1le will not be
a temporal king, nor the leader of armies for tho
politieal deliverance of Isracl, The thraldom of
wind, the durkuess and sluvery of soul, are worse
evils than political su! jection. 1lis kingdom is a
spiritual kingdom, and his triumphs shall be in
the realm of spirit.  From thut realm influences
vaill emerge thut will solve all political problems,
Jesus himself bogun at tho Lottom ; his preaching
beging at the lowest rung of the sociul ludder,
The poor are the needy, the cringing, the sub-
merged. The gospel is for them ; it is heaven's
orduined help to 1ift them out of their condition,
not into wealth, but into conscious vitul relation-
ship to soviety aud to God. Ilath sent me.
**Ilus went me,” und, ax Meyer notes, * here I am,”
The work of Christ smong men was orduined of
the Futher ; the work of the Christiun ministry is
orduined of Christ, ** Ax my Father hath sent me, xo
Isend you To heal the broken-hearted.” These
are the erushed, subdued, broken ones who have
gone under in life's conflicts.  The victims of
force, of crucl artificial circumstunces, find in
Christ the healer of ull wounds, and in him only
can ubiding comfort be found. To preach de-
liverance. Ixaiah procluimed freedom to the
exiles § Jesus proclaims the higher freedom of tl-o
soul, captive in the meshes of kin and the results
that inevitably flow out of sin into socicty, and
bind men to degrading servitude of mind and
heart. ““Ifthe Son shul! muke you free, ye shull
be free indeed.” Truo freedom is the highest
real'zation of one's own powers. Of sight to
the blind. Spiritual conditions are set forth in
physical types. The outer is jndex to the inner.
The Mensish will give xight to the physically
blind us evidence that he cun 1l open the eyes of
the soul. The soul was mado to seo God; ita
blindness to truth and to God iy its ctornal

wr , for betweon the soul and moral
durkness there never can be nutural hurmony,
Them that are bruised. 1o give liberty to
the oppressed from whatever cause. The evils
which burden men are not solely the result of ig-
noranee of the luws which muy control in com-
meree, but in far larger degree they ure the dircet
outeome of willful ignoring of the luws of Jesus,
humanity’s King.  Apply his laws und the world
will enter upon a carcer of freedom und huppiness,
Jesus is the only Suviour of humanity, und to Jo-

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[
|

| sus ut laat, in sheer despair, after the expericncos

of conturies, the world will come,

21. Thisday is this scripture. 1le doclares
himself to be the Messiah thus characterized by
the prophet.  From tho tenor of the seripture read
we suppose Jesus discoursed on the spiritual con-

| dition of man and the work he came to do. To
‘“hath seut.” To preach the gospel to the |

the worshipers in the synagogue he unfolded the
true mission of the Messiuh and the hlessings thut
would follow. Few were over so fuvored on this
carth, And they

22. All bare him witness, With his in-
torpretation of the prophecy they found ne fuul,
With his sympathy for humanity they were
charmed. They wondered at his words, they
admired him; but when the idea broke in upon
them of his real meaning, and his knowledgo of
them was revealed by him to them, wrath and
envy supplanted all clse, and from being wor-
shipers they beeame murderers, In every con-
gregation there are those whose religion conxists
in udmiration of sermons and of the beauty of
Christianity as a system of trath, but their ad-
miraticn is no anddote to lives of sin and rejoction
of Christ as their Redcemer sent from God,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,

The Ministry of Jesus,
I. A Mivistey or Powen,
In the power. .. .epivit. v. 14,
Ye shall reecive power,  Acts 1, 8,
Endued with power,  Luke 24, 49,
IL. A Teacuine MiNtstry,
Taught in ... .synagogues. v, 13,
As one having authority, Matt, 7, 28, 29,
Never man spuke like this mate  John 7, 46,
IIT. A Scrieruran Mivistry.
The book of the prophet. v, 17,
All Seripture is.., . profitable, 2 Tim, 3. 16,
They ... testify ef me. Jolin 5. 89,
IV. A Mixistey 10 THE PoOr,
To preach. .. to the poor, v. 18,
DBlessed are the poor in spirit. Matt, 5, 8,
All yo that labor,  Matt. 11, 23,
V. A Mivistrey or Comrorr,
T heal the broken-hearted. v. 18,
Blessed are they that mourn, Matt, 5, 4,

Let not your heart be troubled, Johu 14. 1,

ke
neth A,

%
4
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VI. A Mintstry ov Lisrty.
Deliverance to the captives: v. 18,
Truth shall mako you free, John 8, 82,
Christ bath made us free. Gal. 5. 1.
’
Thoughts for Young People,
Jesus as a Preacher.
1. Jecus was foarless and direct.

1le goes to tho

pluce where he has played as a child, gono to |

school, and learned hix trude. Ile tells his old
companions that he is the Messiahi, and this ho
dous on the Babbath duy, when all the worshipful
Nuzarenes were present, and in the boldest and
wost direet fushion,

2. /e was kind. No human sympathy has ever
equuled the sympathy of Jesus, Ilis uuditors were
politically oppressed. Ilo came to preach deliver-
ance to them, They wers broken-hearted beeause
of enfurced poverty and disappointed ambitions,
fle came to heal the broken-hearted. Diseascs
afflicted the community then to a degree unknown
within the bounds of civilization now, and the
blind were more common then than any other
afflicted ones. lle came to restore sight to the
blind. One half of the community was in daily
peril from threatened starvation ; he came to give
good tidings to the poor. Tho whole nation was
suffering lile a bastinadoed eriminal; he came to
sct at liberty those that were oppressed—to preach
a year of jubilee to ull.  Even tlic stolid Nuzarenes
knew that their porerty and sickness and national
degradation were, af er ull, paltry types and sym-
bols of that more aliject degrad..tion which is spir-
itugl.  These temporal aflictions were light com-
pared with their spiritual burdens,  This preacher
came to preach a spiritual gospel also, that should
enuncipate all men from all their ills and sor-
Tows,

3. Jle was gracious. 1t is a singular fuct that
the word * gruce,” which the old Leathens uscd
te indicate physicul beauty, is the same that the
inspired writers have used to indicute spiritusl
beauty, Werhould be grucious and eful, k
and loving, and beautiful in our spiritual Tves,
This divine preacher is our exemplar in that as
well as in his fearless rectitude, for all wondered
at the graciousness of the words which proceeded
out of his mouth,

4. iz sermon 1was to all men everywhere, There
were no limitations to Jesus's love, Llijah weng
to Sarepta, and Elisha healed o man who lived in
Damaseus, but Jesus said, * Go ye into all the
world, und preach the g spel to every ercature,”

8. Lven this preacher is limited by the unbelief
of lis hearers, and if the Lord of glory cannot
do mighty works heeauso of unbelief, why should
we hlume our minister if in all his endeavors ho
is not supported by fuithful hearts and loving
hands ¢

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Nazarcth hus not forgotten Jesus, *Joseph's
son,” xo called, A leng, long while he went to
und from his work us curpenter, driving the saw
or swinging the hammer.

Ordinary work, and yet the workman impressed
people as moro than ordinary, 1le hud o grave,
thoughtful air, us of one given to the contempla-
tion of groat subjocts. Nuzareth saw him passing
into tho homo of lis mother Mary at night, pussing
out in the morning, ever kind and considerate
and loving, ready for service like other sons of
Nuzareth, and yet somehow how mueh he scemed
abovo them !

One day thero eamo by caravan or solitary pil-
grim, pussing through tho hills about Nuzurcth, a
story that John, the cousin of Jesus, long a strange
man, had burst out of the wilderness beyond Jor-
dan, raising tho ery, Repent ye! ™

Pooplo said of John, ““ A prophet, a prophet | "
Great crowds flocked to hoar hin. Many lingered
to follow John the Baptist into the waters of the
Jordan,

Ono day Jesus was missed in the lome of Mary,
in the workshop of Joseph, m the streets of Nuz-
areth, Tlo was seen at the Jordan, Le was baptized
by Joln, and ho too started out us a prophet to
show great power as preacher, teachier, wonder-
worker,

Strange, and yet ho once waulked these very ways
of Nazarcth, had his home on one of the streets
climbing the hill:lopes, worked hero and thiere as
carpenter, was just known as ** Joseph's son 1"

Strange, very !

Nazareth would like to sce him, Nazareth would
like to hear him.  And O, if in Nuzarcth's streets
ho would work a miracle !

Strange, this “Joseph's son !

Time goes on,

One day the peace of the Subbith is on the hills
and in tho strects of Nuzarcth, No husbandman
*“sends his team aficld.”  No hummier echovs ubout
the homes or shops. Dusiness is stilled in tho
market place, The birds scem to sing their softer
notes.  Ieoplo are on their way to the 8ynagogue,
moving quictly, and yet more intently than usual,
And why 8o many! Den Issachar stays at home
when ho soes a cloud coming, bhut stays not to-day,
Miriam, mother in Isracl, keeps back her foot from
the synagogue if sho thinks she is likely to run
into a big dewdrop. To-day Den Issachar and
Miriam under a clouded sky, maybe, hurry to the
synagogue,

Anything, any person, unusual cxpected at tho
synagogue? It would seem so,

For somo reason thero is a crowd in the 8yna-
gogue,

The services aro opened.

In its appointed placo comes the reading of the
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law. A venerable scroll is hrought out. It is one
of the holy books. It 15 handed 10 the person ris-
ing to reeeive it, and who is the reader? lmine-
diately he attracts every eye. What a serious
while compussionate fuce hie hus ! Tow kingly his
air, and yet how brotherly | 1lis voice is inipress-
ive while tender, und yet full of sympathy, mak-
ing you think of rich bell notes with soft, deep
eadences,

Everybody leans forward to see. All listen
eagerly, while those who hear with difficulty are
making trumpets of their hunds and holding them
up to their cars,

The old-time scroll is opened.

1t is the Book of Isaiah, who on the distant,
shadowy hilltops of prophieey saw Messial’s bright
day.

The strange reader in his commanding yet sym-
pathetie way begins:

*“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me!”

What beautiful pictures he makes as he pro-
oceds

“ Because he hath anointed mie to preach the
gospel to the poor.”

What pictures come before you!

You sce a great crowd of people who may not
often come to the synuagogue—homeless tramps,
slaves, poor fishermen, lepers—and they listen to
one bringing the Gospel free us the water from
Nazareth’s springs,

“1le hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.”

You see some mother bowing over her dead son,
and lo, he comes who raises from the dead,

 To preach deliverance to the eaptives,”

You sce people in the bondage of a physieal trial,
inkane folkx in fetters, or in the servitude of a bad
habit or a superstition, and lo, the breaker of chains
draws nigh !

“ And recovering of sight to the blind.”

At the word of a great miraele-worker the veil
of darkness fulls away from those cyes long cov-
ered.

““To set at liberty them that are bruised.”

What relief is given to those bruised through
sickness or poverty, bruised through u false, hard
conception of duty to God,

* To preach the aceeptable year of the Lord.”

O sce the trumpets lifted and hear them pro-
claiming the year of jubilee!

When this gracious reader has finished, when,
amid the kindling faces all about him, he begins
his comments, he says, * This day is this seriptire
fulfilled in your cars.”

Why, you wonder, who is this?

People in the synagogue, too, are thinking.
They turn to ove another. They nod. You lis-
ten, and they whixper,  Is not this Joseph’sson ¢

What, Jesus who lived here once? ** Joseph's
soni”

You look at him and you sce something clse,

You think of a wonderful Jordan sceno where
Jesus is baptized in the restless nver,

You sce John's litted eyes of wonder,

The Holy Spirit like a dove is deseending.

God's xolemn voice is heard in blessing.

“ Joseph’s son

It is the Son of God in Nazareth’s synigogue to-
day.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The synagogue had no altar, nor was any sncri-
fice offered in it; yet it had an order which sug-
gested that of the temple, In both there was a
chest at the far end contuining the sucred law; the
lid o the one as well as the other was called * the
merey scat;” and u veil hung before it,  Here
were ‘“the chief seats” which the rich and the
Pharisees loved to occupy. In the middle was o
ruised platform on which several persons could
stand, with a pulpit for the Seripturo reader.
There was another chest for the sacred rolls of the
prophets. There was a college of clders, one of
whom was chiefy he ruled the synagogue. Jesus
stood up to read, and sat down to teach or preach,
There wus a chair neur the pulpit, and to sit down
in that chair was to assume the functions of
preacher; the chupter was read standing. There
was handed to him the roll of Isainh by the deacon
(ehazan), whose duty was to keep these sucred
writings and act as a sort of junitor or superin-
tendent 1o gev everything clse in order for the
service. e also acted as schoolmaster. There
were always ten ““men of Icisure,” whose duty it
was to be on hand 1o muke a congregution and
take up the colleetion for the poor. Without ten
persons present it was not a congregation,

There were two readings: one from the Penta-
teuch, the seeond from the prophets. The Penta-
teuch was commonly written on one long roll.
Isaiah was probably in a roll by itself, as the other
prophet volumes,

The chapter read is the lesson in the modern
ritual appointed to be read on the Day of Atone-
ment.  In the calendar of modern Jews, Deuter-
onomy and Isuiah run parallel.  Any reputable
person of sufficient culture might be asked by the
deacon to read the Sceripture lesson j even strangers
might officiute (verse 18),  Isaial’s description of
the “*aeceptuble year of the Lord” was grounded
on the ever present rhetorie of the year of jubi-
lee, of liberty to slaves, release for debtors, and
restoration of encumbered or forfeited estates.
There couldd searcely be named a period of history
when such a message would he more uceeptable.
Slaves were unprotected ; males and females were
exposed to namcless cruelties  compared with
which death by leing thrown to wild beasts
would he merey 3 the sick and old were turned out
to perish ; the poor which huddled in the erowded




in. 26,

» where

gue to-

L.

y sacri-
sh sug-
Wi 4
w; the
1 “the

Here
nd the
) WS u
v could
reader
of the
one of
Jesus
preach,
L down
ons of
There
deacon
sucred
perin-
or the
There
duty it
n and
ut ten

Penta
Penta-
z roll
) other

wdern
\tone-
cuter-
utable
)y the
angers
ion of
unded
" jubi-
<, and
Rtutes.
istory
itahle.
\ were

with
beasts
ed out
wded

BpC

Jan. 26.]

cities received mosi heartless treatment.  There
were no hospitels, no alumshouses  gifts to the
poor were even hield to be of questionuble virtue.
Rome had a populution one halt of whom were
sluves, kome ina wodified form of bonduge, but
others were subjecis of caprice.  Flaminius or-
dered asluve kided to gratify a guest’s curiosity §
another fed his fish on the flesh of slaves killed for

lave for cating

the purpose; Augustus crucified a
his favorite quail j old and infirm slaves were ex-

posed to perish on an island of the Tiber.  Sluves

were chuined as porters to doors.  Roman ladies
would tear the faces of their slaves ; masters some-
or to combat with

vy of European Morals

times sold them for gl
wild beasts,  Leck
abounds in deseriptions of the eruclest customs of

the Romans, and it is little cause of surprise that
the people (verse 22) wondered at the gracious
words which procceded out of his (Christ’s) mouth,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw outline map of Palestine, and trace
Christ’s probable journcys from the date of his
temptation to this visit to Nuzureth., Draw from

the cluss all the facts known eoncerning the firs!

year of Christ’s public ministry.  Five notable in
cidents are given in the fisst four chapters of St,
John.... Trace the geographical relation of Caper-
naum to Nazareth, and Jesus’s conneetion with
both towps....His probable compunion on this
occasion. ... Muke a careful study of the ancient

synagoguce—the curtained ark, the sacred rolls, the

congregution fucing the holy temple, the lattice
work, deseriptions of its ministers and its serviees
Word-picture of this scenc: The reaction of

sentiment of the villagers on Jesus’s return after o
year’s absence.  Givecauses for their disposition to
rejeet him now, .,
mon was bused on the Bible
ginux 3 (8) Pointed und personal 5 (4) Full of sym-
pathy and hope; (5) Ag, ve against evil :
(6) Plainly indicated the univer
mixsion, ... The consequences of this sermon: (1)
Jesusis eaxt out of the synugozue 3 (2) Probably his
fumily was compelled to remove from the town ;
() Nazareth is registered in opposition to the
Lord’s miixsion 3 (4) Christ’s miracle-working pow-
er is limited by their skepticismy (5) The truth, o
blessing which illuminated all that was real in
those days, is forever shut out of Nuzareth, ... Per-
sonal upplication.  Where is Christ preaching such
sermons now ¢ Where are such eongregations as
this of Nuzareth to-day to be found?  Who are re-
Jecting Jesus as the Nuzarenes rejected him

Chirist as a preacher : (1) Hisser-
(2) Eloquent an . gra-

al scope of his

References,

Freeman, (With connecting verses,) Ver, 4:
Bread resembling stones, 647, Ver, 9: The pin-
nacle of the temple, 635. Ver. 16: Publie Seripture
reading, 766. Ver. 17: Parchment rolls, 511 ; books
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hazan, or ** min-
Ver. 44: The

| of prophecy, 756. Ver. 20: The
| isters? of teachers, 757.
synagogue, 636,

posture

Blackboard.

(AN WE PREACH
JPEL

How

A MESSAGE OF MERCY.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.

HEALING, ROKEN - HEARTED,

DELIVERANCE, — OUND,

SIGHT, g LIND,

LIBERTY, RUISED,
PROCLAIMING

JOY TO ALL THE WORLD.

A PREACHER OF POWER.
THE SON OF MAN.

ANOINTED 1 ANNOUNCING
WITH THE
POWER. | PROMISES.

" All wondered at the gracious words."
GO TEIOT

RAY ROCLAIM
FOR P THE
OWER. ROMISES.

"*Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ,"

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 16, 1%, 20, 22,  Attentive listeners. 'The
legends of early Christianity tell us that night and
day, where Jesus moved and Jesus slept, the cloud
of light shone round about him. And soit was;
but that light was no visible 8hekirah ; it was the
henuty of holiness; it was the peace of God.—

Farrar,
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Verses 18 and 19, The American must go
abroad to the pewsantry of Russiu or India or
Chiua to get uny conception of the mental and
nioral hopelessness of the common people in tho
provinees of' tie Romun empire in the first cen-
tury, The messugo of Clirist to this peoplo was a
mensige of hope.  Glad tidings to the poor which
meunt better opportunities, u lurger distribution of
wealthy, more universal comfurt.  Comfort to the
broken-hearted—hope v the open grave, flowers
for erape, and the smile of anticipated meeting
mingled with the teurs of present separation. Do
livera
ernment from a military to an industrial and
sociul orgunization. Recovery of wight to the
blind—hoxpitalx, asylums for the unfortunate,
and for the mentally blind universal systems of
publie education. Liberty for body, soul, and
spirit. This was Christ’s mission which ho ful-
filled while he lived, and left to his followers as
their herituge.—Lyman Abbott,

Ax the rostored health of his patients is a better
argument of wkill in a phyxician than labored ex-
aminations and eertificutes; us the testimony of
the almanae thut summer comes with June is not
80 convineing us is the coming of summer itself in
the sky, in the air, in the ficlds, on hill and
mountain ; o the power of Christ’s Gospel in the
world is the best evidenee of its divine origin,
What blessed ehunges does it work in the world’s
history ¥— Beecher.

Verse 22. ** Is not this Joseph'sson 2" 1t is not
from castles xo much us cubins, from princes so
much as from the people, that reformers and patri-
ots xpring. Luther came out of a miner's hut ;
and while the German boy sang in tho strects for
hix brewd, Jolm Knox earned his by teaching,
Walluee und William Tell, Hampden and Georgo
Wiuxhington embarked in the cause of freedom
with little else but their lives to loxo. The
noblest sacrifices of piety and patriotisin have bheen
mude by such ax Fad not a drop of noble blood in
their veins, Scotland’s history illustrates this,
Her middle eluss and peasuntry dyed scaffolds in
blood and kept her banner flying till liberties
eivil and sucred were securcd, .

OPTIONAL HYMNS.
No. 1,
Bafely through another week,
Comie, suid Jesus' sacred voice,
Jesus is tenderly ealling thee,
I heard the voice of Jesus,
I was o wandering sheep,
No. 2.
Art thou weary ?
I1ail, to the Lord's anointed,
ITow sweetly xounds the eull,
O what amazing words of grace,
1o was not willing.

ce to the captives—the translation of gov- |

I he Naturalist in Palestine,

Tuire is no country in the world which
presents such an unique field for the naturalist,
In Palestine we have gathered, focussed m «ne
little nurrow corner, specimens from every part
of the wnole warld, In fuct, when we ure in
one put «f Palestive we find ourselves in an
Alpiue region, and in e other part we find our-
selven in a tropical outlier, in the Jordan valley.
Tue fust is th ot there is no spot in the world
that I am aware of whire you can bring to-
gether 2o closely the avimals, the birds, the
Luects, the land shells, and the plants of the
far north, of the tropics, and what we call the
Germume region—tne temperare zon-, ‘lhe
| reaxon o it in this: Palest ve, nthe fiest place,

posse-ses lofty n ains, - The peaks, which
reach about 10,000 feet in height, are covered
with wil but perpetual snow, 1 have waled
through snow on the top of Mount H4mon in
tille of August,  Fiom these two moun-
a ges, the Lebanon and Aunti-Lebanon, or
[ Hermon, whie . ure a splittnyg of the great
Seri range which comes down from the yutes
J of Syrin, you have fivst  lonz range, gradunlly
diminishing in elevation, but flarte ¥ and
‘ broadening out, which forms in sucession the
Highlawds of Galilee, Samaria, and Judes,
Taen, on the uther side, rou have Mount Her-
mon vunuiog down into Bashan and flagt ning
out aga n, while the prolongation of Lebunon
is lost in the plateau of the Tih, us it is culled,

Betweon these two ranges you have u phe-
nomenon unique on the earth's surfacr, You
| hve adep issure, w rent, the surfice of which
is bt 1,300 feet below the level of the sea,
kiown in the Hebrew as Ciecar, Ly the u tives
us the Gior, and by cwiselves us the Jordan
villev,  You find a tropical climate al! around
the Red Sew unl in the lower Jordan valley,
Toe vesult ix, while | am standing under Bunias,
a' Tell Kadi, the uncient Laish, or Dan, I can
look up and see the suow-clul top of Hi rwon,
with it hewrs wi d Alpine plants wnd bivds, T
am rtardivg whout 200 feet | elow the level of
the wea, with papyrus waving round we, I
lo k down into the Jordan valley, into » region
peorled b vemi-tropical plants awd nimals,
while in the middle of the wiole country and
in the plaivs nre what are called the German
fanna and Horn, that is 1he rame s in the
M. diter anewn «ountries, — Canon Tristram, in
the Natural Ilistory of Palestine,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

A Happy New Year.

A uarpy New Year, and a happy all the year, to
every primary worker!

What more delightful work can there be than
to Jead and teach the little children whom Jesus,
the great Teacher, loved and blessed!  And how
glad and grateful ought we to be for the great
opportunity given us of sowing in the virgin soil.

“Unto me sweet childhood looketh ™ is a joy
and an inspiration to every true heart.

May the great Teacher throngh all the work of
the coming year stand by the side of each worker,
to give the love and wisdom which he go earnestly
desires to impart !

Illustrative Teaching in the Pri-
mary Department,
BY GEORGE W. PEASE.
No. 2. Object Mlustrations,

Osskcr illusteations, like other kinds of illustra-
tions, are useful to impress, clarify, or condense
the truth,

If our purpose in using certain objects in our
Jesson work is to impress or clurify the truth eof
the lesson, we should hear in wind certain rules,
else we may fuil of accomplishing that purpose,
and only succeed in attracting and interesting the
children. The first rule we will eall the

Rurk or Skiecrion,  Choose as simple an ob-
ject as possible, that the truth may not be hidden
nor obscured by the great attractiveness of that
which is chosen merely for an illustration, The
attention of the childven may Le attracted and
Leld by very simple, common objects, and by the
use of such objects the truth may be impressed
the more deeply from the fact that the ehild's at-
tention may be easily turned from the simple,
well-known object to the truth itself. The lesson
will be impressed by pointing ont to the child the
analogy between the particular quality or qual-
ities of the chosen object and the truth to be
tanght.  For example, the power of habit can he
easily but impressively illustrated hy the nse of a
piece of cotton thread, which is wound ronnd and
round the child’s hands, If wrapped avound but
once, it can be easily broken ; if wound around
several times, there is more difficulty in breaking
it; if wound around many times, the child will
be unable to break it. Point out to the chiid the

analogy between this illustration and the gradual
strengthening of the hold which a certain action
has upon us, brought about by a continued repe-
tition of that action.  The contitined repetition of
that action is like the continued wrapping around of
strand after strand of the cotton thread upon the
child’s hand.  The secing of this analogy will at-
tract and interest the children, and impress the
truth of the power of habit wore deeply, per-
haps, hecause of the simplicity of tie object used.
If the object is very attractive, the interest is apt
to center in it and the thoughts vemain upon it
after the teacher has laid it aside and is speaking
of the lesson which she intended to illustrate.
Our second rule we call the

Roee or Use.  Object illustrations when used
too frequently lose their power of attracting and
holding the attention. We should always illus-
trate the truth of the lesson to the children, but
should use vavious kinds of illustrations, such as
blackboard work, objects, stoiies, pictures, ete.,
50 a8 not to fail of impressing truth through a
lack of interest on the child’s part, bronght about
by the too frequent use of one kind of illustrative
work.  Our third rule we call the

Rurk oF Metnon,  The chosen object should
be held up to the scholars and questions asked,
these questions being 8o shaped as to bring out
in the scholars’ answers the particnlar quality or
qualities of the objects which are to be used for
the illustration,

When these qualities are clearly seen by the
scholars then point out the analogy, after which
remove the object from sight, that it may no
longer attract the children's attention.

Again, we must hear in mind one more rule, the

Rute or Apaerapiuiry,  Use that object
which best lends itself to the truth and the class,
We may have several ohjects, each of which
would illustrate the trath.  From among these
ohjects we should choose that one which most
easily illustrates the lesson.  In onr choice we
must keep in mind the scholars whom we teach,
and gelect that which is best adapted to them,
We may have geveral ohjects which would serve

to illustrate the lesson of the resurrection, hut we
might seleet from among these one to nse in illng.
teating the lesson to an adult elass very different
from that one which we would select to illustrate
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the same lesson to a primary class. In every
case we should choose that which, in our judg-
went, the most easily and impressively illustrates
that truth to that class. Study the methods of
Jesus, and see how wonderfully he adapted his
illustra‘ions to the conditions of his hearers,

In closing let me offer a few cautions and sug-
gestions :

1. The truth, not the object, is the subject of
the hour. Learn about the truth, not about the
illustration used.

2. As [ar as possible, use your own object illus-
trations,

3. Turn the attention of the children as soon
as possible from the object to the trath,

4. Be sure your object really illustrates what you
wish it to, and tuke care to avoid disappointment
in material.

6. Pructice beforehand any work requiring
manipulation,

—_—

Primary Teachers’ Unions.
A Dirvicurry Rewoven,
IN many places there is no teacher who feels
she is enongh of “a leader” to take charge of a
union.  This difficulty is overcome by clecting a

board of divectors or vice presidents chosen from

the several denominations. These officers alter-
nate in assizting or relieving the president in con-
ducting the regular meetings of the class. Several
wnions have four vice presidents, each one having
charge of a meeting once a month.

A Uskrur OFFICER.

It is very helpful to have a librarvian who will
take charge of samples of all helps to be shown
teachers,
helps may be shown ; atanother, children's lesson
papers and cards, concert exercises, song books,
library books, certificates, ete.,
together if preferred.

Thus at one session teachcrs’ lesson

each in turn, or all

Tre Lookour CommiTTEE.

Many plans laid out for the year are un-
finished and many tasks incomplete, What
shall we do? Better almost anything than the
waste of time in laments and regrets, unless it
shall lead us into better living for the coming
year. Regretting is a good exercise only when
it begets a thorough repentance, followed by
& resolution to live a higher and nobler life.

Tur ProerAMME COMMITTEE,
Iu some unions this committee arringes . list

Lows. The
subject may be presented by one selected long
enough in advanee to make good preparation, and
sed by members present, if time permit. If
[erred, selections from Sunday school periodi.
cals may be read with profit.

the dollowing list was used at St

The primary class room and its equipment ; what

wols are essenti
Should the primary class meet with the main

school ?  If so, when ?

divided classes desirable? and how should

ubteachers be selected and trained ?
ITow to promote punctual and regular attend-
ancee,
Opening exercises.
Closing exercises,
Should the child study the lesson before or af-
ter itis taught in the class ?
Should the Golden Text be memorized at home ?
Singing in the primary class : the what and the
how,
Devotional exercises, and how to teach children
to pray.
How to teach benevolence in the primary olass.
The use of the blackboard,
The use of emblems and symbols,
Supplementary |
Should denor

s,
ional differences be taught in

the primary class ?
The teacher’s preparation,
The birthday box and its advantages,
Discipline in the primary class,
What should be the conditions of promotion ?
How to reach the mothers of the little ones.
An ideal primary class,

Teaching Mistakes.

I. Mistakes or ExameLg,
1. To attempt to teach a class the way of
life without ! knowled
of it for oneself.
blind.

2. To live a worldly life, that leads the
scholar, as he sees its inconsistencies, to con-
clude that all religious profession is a mere out-
ward show.

3. To indulge in questionable pleasures, such
as card playing, dancing, theatre going, and
thus to imperil the spiritual life of one’s
scholars, who are quick to follow the steps of

I, experi

It is the Llind leading the

of topics to be taken up during g 1

their teach
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4. To speak in doubt or irreverence toward
any portion of God's Word, his ministers, or
the Church. 1If a Sunday-school teacher has
doubts, let him keep them to himself.

5. To mix with the teaching of the things of
God levity and flippancy of speech, There isan

1

increasing tendency toward such y

1V. MistakEs or INsTRUCTION,
1. To do all the talking of the half hour, and
fail to use the time in drawing out the scholars,
2. To a-k que-tions of afew bright or favored
one«, and to neglect to question every scholar
in every lesson.

both in the pulpit and the pew.

{II. MiSTAKES IN PREPARATION.

1. To pwt of to the last day and hour of the
week the study of next Sunday’s lesson, and
then to trust to some sort of inspiration in
teaching it.

2. To neglect the Bibie in his lesson study,
and unduly magnify the teuchim( ““helps " by
1 ling upon the thought and study of others.

8. To have no plan of systematic Bible study
for one's leisure hours, and thus never to be-
come ‘‘a workman that needeth not to be

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,” |

4, To study and to teach without special
prayer for the divine blessing, and without try-
ing faithfully, as time will allow, to get a per-
sonal knowledge from one’s scholars,

6. To neglect the teachers’ meeting, the very
best place of all for sharpening the teacher's
wits, and showing him how to teach a lesson.

111, MisTAKES IN MaANAGING,

1. To come tardy to school, and to let the
spirit of mischief and idleness preoccupy the
minds of his scholars in advance of his coming,

2. Tostay away from hisclass for any thing less
than providential reasons, and perhaps undo in
one week the good work of months,

3. To allow dizorder and idleness in his class,
under the vlea that if he tries to keep good
order his scholars will leave him, The growing
claes or school is always the class or school that
is orderly.

4. To neglect the dull and slow scholars of his
class, and give the place of honor and work to
the bright scholars, who need but little of his
care and encouragement.

5. To neglect the training of his scholars in
the practical duties of the Christian life, such
a8 Church attendance. home Bille reading,
prayer, ete.

6. To fail to follow up every absence per-
sistently and lovingly, and to form the habi¢ of
being in his place on the Sabbath day.

3. To time ‘“‘reading the lesson
round,” instead of at once beginning the
teaching,

4. Teaching the little things of the lesson and
leaving no time for the personal application of
the great spiritual truths which it contains,

For the Good of the Work.

BY MRS, W. F. CRAFTS.

“Suourp a primary teacher hold her class in-
definitely ? " was a query put into a question box
at a convention by a mother who was greatly
afflicted by the fact that her little child had to
attend a class taught by an elderly lady, who had
been in charge of the primary department for
twenty-five years, The long continuamce of the
teacher would not have been objectionable if she
had not been content, and not only so, but firmly
fixed, in teaching just as she did when she first
took charge of the class; that is, each Sabbath
she called the roll, heard the verses, asked, “ Who
was the first man?” “Who was the first woman 2"
“Who was the first murderer?”  *“Who was the
oldest man?" ete. When urged to take up the
international lessons, and teach them according
to kindergarten methods, she had replied, with
rather a good-natured sniff, “ La sakes! I can’t
teach such nonsense,”

The superintendent, who was a man thor-
oughly in sympathy with advanced methods,
would have liked to ask ler to resign. But he
did not dare to suggest it, because she was a sis-
ter well beloved in the chureh,

Many mothers whose little children went to kin-
dergartens through the week, and were made
“much happy ™ there, kept their darlings at home
on the Sabbath, rather than have them go to a
class which was in such contrast to the kinder-
garten, and so the primary class was much smaller
than it should have been,

No wonder that anxious mother dropped the
query into the question box, hoping to get some
solution for the difficulty. She listened engerly
as the questions one by one were answered; at
Inst hers was reached, and this is the answer that
was given: “A primary teacher who is progress-
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ive in methods may be continued indefinitely, but
one who will not grow in teaching should be re.
tired—the eternal welfure of the little ¢hildren
denands it 1t may be done in several ways
first, by a frank statement of the ecase if the
Primiy teacher has grace to hear it; second, by
ashing that the lesson shall be taught by another
person, while the old teacher continues in charge
of the management of the clasgs ; third, by organ-
izing a kindergarten department below the pri-
mary,"

It ix no

It matter to eparate persons from a
work in which they have been long engaged.
“But what keeps them in it?" is the question to
be considered ; is it foree of habit, or i3 it real
love for the work? If it is the former, the
sooner the tie is eut the better; if it is beeanse of
love for the work, there should be a glad assent
to pass it over to persons more competent,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS,

FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON L. (January 5.)
THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIET. Luke 1.
5-17.

GoLoexy Text,  *“Thou shalt £o before the fuce

of the Lord to  repure hisn ways” (Luke 1. 56),
Primary Notes,
BY MRS, J, W, POLUEMUS.

[Print ** Forerunner? on
the bourd.| 1 once read a
story of a beautiful |.ouse
that for a long time 1
been shut up: no one lived
in it, and the people to
whom it helonged were in
another country, At lust o
gentleman came tostay in the house, and soon the
doors and windows were thrown open, rervants

were seen eleaning and putting everything in or-
der. The gentleman told what wus to be done and
saw that everything wax prepared und ready for
whom?  For the fumily who were coming, Thix
gentlemun eame before to prepare or make ready
for these who would come; we might eall him a
forerunner, which means one who goes betore,

Muny yeurs ago, when a king vas going on a
Journey. men were xent hefore to prepare the way,
Thexe wen would make the roads wide and
&mooth, would cut down even the hills that stood
in the way, and fill up the valleys that the road
might be level: every one who saw these men
work knew that the king was coming, They were
the king's forcrunners, heeause they went before to
prepare the kine's ways,

You remember in our review lesson we talked

ubout three kings, Who were they t For the next
six months we are to study the story of King Je-
sus s told by one of his dear friends numed Luke;
the story of low he left his heavenly home to
come and live where

Let us make o picture of the world, {Draw or
uncover u globe,]  What was the name of that
part of the world to which Jesus eame? [Outline
Pulestine on the globe.] In the saime country where
Saul lived, and in the same city where Ruth und
David had their homes, Jesus was born, What
city wus it? We have just had the beautiful
Christmas lesson that told how the Christ [print)
ehild was born in Bethlehem,

Do you suppose Christ had o forerunner, scme
one sent before to prepare his wayst Yes, he
had. Long years hefore he was born one of the
prophets said these words,  [Read Mal, 3, 1, first
clause.] You will want to know Lis nawe, 8o we will
print it over “ forcrunner.” [Pring ‘** John,”] To-
day we must learn all we can about John, so that we
may better understand the lesson that tells us how
he prepared the way for Christ,

There is a wondertul story inthe Bible of what
happened to John's father and mother beiore e
wan born. [Tell the events in Luke 1, 5-23.)
While their parents were waiting in their home for
the baby John to be born, in the villago of Naza-
reth an angel came to Mary, who was Elisabeth’s
cousin, and told lier that she too shoul.l have a
buby boy, whose nume should be Jesus; he told
her how her eousin Elisabeth was to have a little
boy, and this news made Mary leave her home
and go to visit Elisabeth, I can imagino how
these two talked of the angels they had scen and
of the bulies who were coming so goon,

The days went by, and at lust the baby John
wan horn, - [Tell the events found in verses
68=66.] T su_poxe this buby looked like the
babies who come into your homes, but this baby
Was to grow up to do a wonderful work; his
Father was told about it. The Bible says the loly
Ghost made Zacharias able to see and tell of what
would happen 3 he told how Jesus w a8 coming,
and ho waid of Joln thut he should “ go before
the face of the Lord to prepare his ways,” For
what did John come?  To prepare  his ways,
[Print * came” on the right « f the globe and ¢ to
prepare,” ete., ontheleft.]  Iow John did this we
will learn another Sunday,

Zacharius said that Jesus was coming ‘“ to give
light 10 those that sit in durknessand . . . to guide
our fect into the way of eace,” and this makes
me think that if Jesus wax like the sun, that light-
enx the whole world, John was like a torch,
shining i the small pluce where he lived, and
showing the way for others to find the true Light.

[Show « toreh nde of brown paper, with the
end colored red, and ask the children to make one

" at’home and print John's name on it.]

& S whstab
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Jesus still needs to have those who, like John,
will prepare the way for him. Wouldn’t you like

to be a torch shining in your own place, shining |

heeause Jesus has shed the light of his love in your
heart, 8o you know how to show others the wuy to
find him?  Will you try this weck to lead some
one to Jesus !

Sing, ** Jesus bids us shine.”

Svacestions ror  Cororing,  Globe, brown
title and map of Palestine on globe,
“ Came to prepare his ways,” green.

white ;

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MARY 4. CHISHOLM FOSTER.
KiNDERGARTEN Departaent, The Forerunner of
Christ. Luke 1. 60-64, 76,79, 80,
Gorpex Texr. “ Thou shalt go before the face
of the Lord to prepare his ways " (Luke 1. 76),
Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER Holy Bible,
Luke 1. 5-17; Life of Christ (Geikie), chapter 7;
The Temple (Edersheim), * Morning and Eveni
Sacrifice ;" Sermon (Dr. Payson), vol.

e

The

ve

Oratorio, Woman of Samaria (Bennett), ** And |

blessed, blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” cho-
ruses 3 and 227 The Voice in Speech and Song
(Sehmank).

ATTENTION STORY.

It was a very beautiful rong of praise that we
read together lust Sunday, and you remember we
have talked of some of the men who loved God
and believed that he would send Jesus into this
world to show us how to be good. They all lived
before the little baby Jesus came to this carth
that night at Bethlehem, and many sweet songs
of praise these men had sung, telling of the com-
ing of Jesus.

‘)urslnr_\' l'nrtl\-rlny isabout a forerunner of Jesus,
which means a_messenger to tell the seople that he
wascoming. This man’s name was .{nhn, and onee
he was a baby, too, just us all who are men now |
were little bubies once.

The neighbors came in to see that buby, and |
they said that they would like him named for his |
father. Now his father's name was a long name, |

hard to speak ; it was Zacharias, and his mother's |
name wus Elisabeth,
one of that name?

Do _any of you know some |
She said, * No,'wo will not call

'HOOL BANNER, ot

| him Zacharias, but John,” Then the neighbors

said, ** Why, none of his uncles or cousins are
| named this name,” and they asked the father what
the nume should be?  Then he wrote this: * His
name is John,” and the people were surpriscd.
This name means * gift of God,”

His father then told all the people that this child
was to go before Jesus, the Lord, and to repure his
way, telling the people that he was coming to give
light and peace.

i The little child John grew strong, und lived in
| the desert until he a man, How he must
have liked outdoor life !
Let us read the story from this book which s
{ 8o many wonderful stovies init.. [Read Luke 1
| 60—
|

Explain unusual words i
veled,”  ““prophet,”

| * Kindred,”
.’
r “ waxed,” *“deserts,”

“ahadow,” % gyide,

i‘ OUTLINE.

| Sunday.

! Golden Text,

| Monday. Talk of the kindly interest neighbons

' have in each other, aud explain the beauty of fan-
ily life.  Get the children interested in expressing

I themselves as to neighborly kindnesses being only

|

|

Attention Story, Bible lesson, und

onc step beyond serviee given to each other in th
fum

uesday. The teacher may lead the thought of'
the children to the next step of community inter-
ost which is found in the chureh. The old people,
the young people, and the little children all like to
| g0 to church together, Ever since King David
| made the beautiful hymns about worship and
| praise in God's house, people have sung hymns of
joy there,

Wednesday. Tulk of the interest the neighbors,
and 3 especially the father and mother, had in
naming this baby. The father and mother chose
| the name which means “gift of God.” Let all
the families thank God for the gift of the baby to
| them.  Have you a baby in your home? Do you
| love him much ?

Thursday. The father knew that it would I
the work of this baby, when he became a man, to
prepare the people to welcome Jesus as the one to
be their great Teacher and Saviowr, Each one of
you little boys und girls has a work to do in this
world,

Friday. Talk of the light as a eymbol of Jesus
who was to be the Guide, Talk also of bravery
and carnestness as qualities of a strong spirit.

Narvre Work. Talk of the tongue in speech
and taste. John's father had not been able ta
speak for a long time, but at Jast he spoke and
praised God. Let the teacher dwell upon the
wonderful power of speech which man has, and of
this superiority over the brute creation, Talk of
the tongue, of its possibilities and powers, ** A
wholesome tongue is the tree of life” (Prov.
15, 4),
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Arr Work. Show and explain the lesson eard,
which is Overbeck’s picture of the naming of
John. Let the children talk about it

Hano Work., The kindergarten children may
write the words, * His name is John," und they
wauy make a temple or o church with the building
blocks. |

The Transrrion Crass may sew the words which
are under the picture.

Scienok Ar Home wirn Morukk.,  Talk of the
human voice. The tongue and the lips give utter-
ance to the thoughts of the mind. The gentle
voice of the mother in the home is like the
sweetest music to the houschold, and teaches all
to speak kindly. A als have voice, but they do
not have speech. ( poet speaks of the voice us
u fountain: *“Let the voice rise liko a fountain”
(Tennyson). A good prophet once spoke of the glory
of God, and brightuness coming from the East, and of
# beautiful Voice which was like the noise of many
wuters (Ezek. 48, 2).

LESSON II.
THE BOY JESUS. Luke 2. 40-52.

(January 12.)

Gorokn Trxr. * Jesus increased in wisdom snd
stature, and in favor with God and man" (Luke
2. 62).

Primary Notes,

[Show an apple seed.)
Suppose this sced was
planted, what would it do?
Tell mo how it would grow ?
What would happen first?
[Describe the growth of a
tree, telling how the roots go
' down juto the ground, tuk-
ing in nourishment from the carth, that the tree
may grow up strong, beuring leaves and fruit.
While telling, either make a tree on the bourd or
show one ulready made.]

Suppose you should plant an apple seed, what
would you expect and want the tree to be that
would grow from it? Ithink you would be dis-
appointed in it unless it grew strong. [Print
“grew” on the trunk of the tree, and *strong "
among the roots,] Uniess it was strong it could
not stand the winds and storms that would beat
against it ; unless it was strong it would not bear
good fruit, so I amn sure you would want your tree
to be strong, and most of all to be ** fruitful.”
{Print among the branches.]

Tell me wiiat else grows beside the trees, [Draw
from the children different things.] Everything
that has “ life" grows—trees and plants and ani-
mals and poople. In some ways all these different
things grow alike ; everything that grows rightly
will grow *“strong,” and almost everything that
grows strong and well will be * fruitful.” Let us

|

talk for a few minutes about a baby, Who ever
saw a baby a week old? Tell me about it. [De-
seribe how u baby at first is helpless ; picture how
u healthy baby will grow and the changes that
come with the months ; tell how a child should not
only grow strong in body, but should increase or

| grow in knowledge and goodness; should daily grow

more loving and kind.  These things are to a child
whut the fruit is to the tree.)

Can you think of a buby you have heard of who
grew in this true, best way ¢ [Print * Jesus.””] We
learned about him first us u little baby, just such a
dear baby as many of you have in your homes ; but
at his birth, you remember, some wonderfu! things
happened, different from anything that ever hap-
pened when our little brothers or sisters were born.
[Review briefly Luke 2. 1-39; Matt, 2. 1-15,
19-21.)

What do you suppose Jesus was doing while he
was in Egypt? Just what your baby does in your
home, growing. How ! Strong in body and mind,
taller and larger in every way, so that when Joseph
and Mary left Egypt and came back to Palestine
they brought with them a baby that was already
growing into a big boy. Let us find on the
map where Jesus went to live. [Point out Naza-
reth and tell a little about the place.] Here in the
village of Nazareth the boy Jesus spent nearly all
his life. [Print “ The Boy.”)

The Bible tells a little about those years. Listen
while I read something very beautiful that it says
about him. [Reud verse 40, then tell of the journey
to Jerusalem (41-50).] Jesus did not ask to stay in
Jerusalem, where he could have gone often and
talked with these wise men ; no, he went back to
Nuzareth with his parents very willingly, and the
Bible says, *‘Ile was subject to them.” That
means he obeyed them, doing everything he could
to please and make them happy.

Does anyone know Joseph's business? He was
o carpenter, and I can imagine how Jesus spent
many days in the little shop learning to make the
things that carpenters make, and in this way he
grew helpful and increased in knowledge, Did he
grow in any other ways? [Repeat the Golden
Text.] Ile grew not only strong and large, but
wise [print]. Ilis mind was filled with heavenly
wisdom, and besides he grew so loving and kind
and beautiful in all his ways that the Bible says,
‘* 1le pleased both God and man.” That shows he
was * fruitful,” .

I have made a little saw out of paper, and 1 want
you to make one at home, as nearly like it as you
can, to remind you of the time when Jesus was a
hoy and worked in a carpenter’s shop. | want you
to print on it some way in which you think Jesus
grew while lie was a boy in Nuzareth,

Do you think we can grow as Jesus did? I know
o child who is so fuithful in her work, so generous
kind, and loving in sll her ways, that everyone
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knows she is trying to grow like Jesus, Jesus did

not think, because he might not stay in J(-ru.uulwn'

he could not grow wise and fruittul ; no, he grew

in these ways just in the quiet home and shop at

Nazareth, and so can you. Will you be like him 2
Sing, ** Jesus once was a little child.”

Sueaesrions ¥or CoLoring. Tree, brown ; leave:
green; fruit, red; title and * grew,” w hite ;
*strong,” orange: ‘‘ wise,” green; **fruittul,”
red.

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNnERGARTEN DepartMent. The Boy Jesus.
Luke 2. 40-52,

Gorpex Texr. “Jesus increased in wisdom
und stature, and in favor with God and man "
(Luke 2. 52),

Aws 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Iloly Bible,

Isa. 115 Person of Christ (Frederick Brooks), “ The
Epiphany of Childhood ;" 7%e Religion of Present
and Future (President Woolsey), “ The Ex rly Years
of Christ;” Sermons of F. W, Robertson (second
series), * The Early Development of Jesus ;
ular Socience Monthly for Scptember, 189,
as a Food and Medicine (Benjufield).

ATTENTION STORY.

While John was living out of doors in the des-
ert, Jesus was living with his parents in a very
pretty little town called Nuzareth. That place
was a8 if in a busin, and seemed like a field rich in
fruits.  Around it were filtec mountains, and in
it were smull gardens with hedges or fences of
pear trees, and inside the gardens many fig trees
grew. The houses were small and made of stone,
and all the roofs were flat,

When Jesus was a little child he grew strong
and brave and wise. Ile loved his parents and
his home. God loved him and cared for him, In
that country when little boys were three years old
their mothers put upon them a garment with a
border around it, and on this was a blue ribhon
and u fringe (Num, 15, 88), 'This fringe wus a sign

to remind them of God and of his word, and their
mothers were their first teachers,

When they were five years old they began to
learn lessons and the Psalins, and then"they went
to school,
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Once every f’\mr the parents of Jesus took u'lnur-
ney to Jerusalem, and they went to the temple to
worship.  When Jesus was twelve years old he
went with them.

Perhaps this was the second time he had been
| away with them, for when he wus a very small
boy ‘they took him on a journey to Egypt. " When
he went to Jerusalem he was old enough to notice
things and enjoy them as he truveled on toward
the Holy City,

For cighty yeurs there had been good schools,
and this little boy had been learning his lessons
well. We would” be very glad if this book said
something about his school life, but we ure glad
that it n-l'fa us he went to the temple, which was
his church,

When the people were getting ly to go homne
from the temple, Jesus was 5o bus) talking with
men who listened to his beautiful words that the
futher and mother started home without hin, The,
thought he was coming with some of their friends,

After they had been going toward home for a
whole day (iu-v began to inquire for him, and not
finding him l'u-y went back to look for him, and
there he was in the temple. Just as soon us they
found him he went honie with them, Let us read
about it. [Read Luke 2. 40-52.]

Explain unusual words ; Waxed,” ¢ custom,”
“Afulfilled,” *turned,” kinsfolk,” ¢ acquuint-
ance,” “umazed.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of the love for God's house, the
church, and of familics going there together to
worship.  The Bible often speaks of families and
houscholds serving God,

Tuesday. 'The children may be instructed as to
reverence for what is beneath them, and for what
is on their level. (See Kindergarten of the Church,
page 174, the development of Goethe's idea.) Rev-
erence should he distinetly taught,

Wednesday. Impress a lesson of obedience to
parents.  Jesus loved and helped his parents,
Thursday. Continue the lesson of Wednesday,
and let the children express themselves as to filial
love shown in helpfulness, Whatservice will show
ourlove? There are little ways even for the chil-
dren to do this,

Friday. Talk of the Golden Text. This story
says that Jesus grew strong in mind, that means
in wisdom. It tells us that he obeyed that com-
mandment which le gave to his disciples after-
ward, when he told them to love God with the
mind, strength, and heart.

Narvre Work. Study mountains, valleys, and
fruits,

Arr Work. Show some large picture of moun-
tains,

Hanp Work, The kindergarten children may
model houses in clay or rand.

The TransiTion Crass may tint the picture deli-
cately and color the word under it with erayons,

Screnck ar Home wirn Morugr, Talk of the out-
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door life of children, and of the heulth and the
strength of the body which comes to them in the
freedom of life in the fresh uir,

The outdoor life of the boy Jesus must have
given great pleasure to him us he played among
he hills of Nazareth.  As there was much fruit
there, he must have eaten this, and this helped to
strengthen his body,

Fruit is better food than meat for children, as
meat causes them to be fretful and irritable,

Jewus was so gentle and loving toward others
that they loved him, and eseh little ehild may fol-
low his exumple of patience und gentleness, and
may have tavor with God,

This means that the inner, or inside, life of the
thoughts muy be %o pure and so good that when
God sees our thoughts they are pleasing to him.

Josus obeyed that commandment which was
written in God's book long before that time—the
commundiient about obeying purents.

Let us repeat it: ““Honor thy father und thy
wmother, that thy days may be long upon the v &
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”

For he is our ehildhood's pattern ;
Day by day like us he grew ;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears und smiles like us he knew.
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love.
For that child so dear and gentle
In our Lord in heaven above;
Aund he leads his children on
To the place where he hus gone.
— Hymns of the Faith,

LESSON III. (January 19..
THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.
Luke 3. 15-22.

Gorven Texr.,  *“Behold the Lumb of God,

which taketh away the sin of the world™ (John 1.
29).

Primary Notes,

Dear children, 1 want
you to forget for u little
while where you are; try
not to see the walls and
windows that are around
you, nor the boys and girls
that your eyes really are
looking at, but try and see
with the eyes of your mind what I am going to
wll you about.

Now wo are a long way from home; we are ina
beautiful country where there are many trees and
much grass. I don’t see any houses, but just over

yonder there is a river; it is quite wide, and
at this place it is quiet like a lake. But
it there are not houses here, there arc people.
Sce! they are coming from every direction, some
alone, some with two or three friends, some in
great compunies ; such a variety of people! Bol-
diers, men in long coats and turbans on their
heads, women, und children, all going toward one
spot by the river bank. See that erowd of people
standing by the river! They are all listening ; ean
you see to whom ¢ 1 see a strange looking man ;
his dress is made of rough cloth ; a leather strap or

ustened about his waist; he looks like
nan there, and his words seem to hold
this erowd of people still.  Who is this man ?

Who was the baby we learned about two Sun-
days ago? That baby and this man are the same,
John, the forerunner of whom?  Thirty years have
gone since the birth of John and Jesus; there
are different rulers in Palestine and different
priests in the great temple. Jesus, you know,
has  been growing up in quict Nazareth,
while John has been spending much time away
from towns and cities in the lonely wilderness,
where he could dress us we have ‘ust seen, in u
strange way, und where his food hes been locusts
and wild honey. There in the wiiderness God
spoke to John and told him it was time for him to
go out into the world and prey the way for
Christ, to let everyone know that Jesus was come
to be the Saviour,

What would you think a good way to prepare
for Jesus ¢ Not by making the roads smooth and
straight, as we learned was sometimes done? No,
John was sent to prepare the hearts of the people
for Christ's coming. What kind of hearts could
best receive him?  Those that were free from sin.
And 50 John came with a message. Whilo 1 tell
you the message you can look at a picture of the
river und trees on the board ; we will put ever so
many little dots for the people, and this longer
mark for John, [Tell briefly and simply John’s
message as found in Matt. 3. 2, 3; Luke 3. 3-14,]

The people who listened thought, because they
had never heard any one speak like John, that
perhaps he was Jesus, but John did not let them
think so long; he said—[verses 15,16]. Day after
day John preached and baptized, till one day a
Stranger stood among the erowd ; a man, yet dif-
ferent from any who were there, John knew who
it was, and when the Stranger stepped up and
asked to be buptized, he said—[Mutt. 3. 14]; but
Jesus wanted to be made just like us and do those
things that we must do, 8o he told John to baptize
him, and John obeyed.

[Describe the baptism and the descent of the
Holy Spirit, uncovering a picture of a dove and
printing ‘“The Holy Spirit descended upon
Jesus.,” You and I know why Jesus left Naz-
areth ; we know the work he begun when he was

girdle is
no other
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buptized.  What wus it? Jesus knew that all the

people who lived in the world then, or should

ever live here, would have sinful hearts, just us |

thewe had to whom John preached, and that he

wans come that the sins of the whole world might |

be forgiven.

One day when Johin was preaching he saw Je-
sis walking near; God had taught John what
Jerus had come to do, and so he said to those
stunding by the words of our Golden Text. [Re-
peat. |

If' John could walk into this schoolroom to-day,
I win sure he might preach the same sermon to us ;
he ecould tell us to repent or be truly sorry for sin,
und he could point us to Jesus and say, * Behold
the,” ete. I want you, at home, to make n heart
like this [show u pattern], and it you think you
have sinx to be forgiven, print **sin” on it then,
if you ure truly sorry und want to be forgiven, ask
Jesus to do so, and ufter you have done this take
a red pencil and mark off the word sin on the
heart, to remind you how Jesus’s blood will take

your sin away.

Sing third verse of ** Beautitul land, holy lund,”
Mis. Kennedy's Special
a6,

ngs and Services, page

SueeesTions ok Cororineg,  River, blue; trees

and grass, green ; dove and all the words, white,

N/ Z

S
DESCENDED

Kindergarten Hints.

KiNpErGarTEN DEPARTMENT. The Ministry of
John the Buptist. Luke 3. 15-29,

GoLpen Texr.  “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world™ (John
1. 29).

Ams 10 e KiNDERGARTNER. Holy RBible,
Luke 8. 16-22; Life of Christ (Farrar), vol. i, page
1045 Sinai and Palestine (Stanley), page 304;
Oratorio of the Messiak, “Tle is like a refiner's
fire;”” “But who may abide the day of his com-
ing.”

ATTENTION STORY.

Wo have read in our lesson stories from God’s
word that both John, the messenger, and Jesus, the

| of these two, ** The cf

One who was to teach the people, grew strong for
their work, The man who wrote this was a doe-
tor, und his nwme wws Luke, He tollowed Jesus,
and he loved him us a friend. It may be because
he was w doetor that he was interested in the good
care given to the bodies of children, and the
thought of their growth, too, for lic suys the sume
ild grew, und waxed strong
i wpirit”? (Luke 1. 805 2. 40).  To-duy let us talk
about John, who was to tell the peopleto get ready
to hear the wonderful words of Jesus, for he was
going to teach them how to live, that they might
be good and serve God by helping other people,
Ail the time of their childhood they lived out of
doors much of the time, und they took eare of their
bodies, having the good food and much exercise,
When the time for work came they were ready
and strong in body ax well us spirit.” At one time
John was talking 1o the people, und he told them
Jesus wus coming to them very soon, and the next
day he saw Jesus walking toward them, and he
said, ** Behold the Lumb of God, which tuketh
away the sin of the world,” Then he said to all
the people that this was the vcrf' One whom he
suid was before him.  After this, the very next day,
John stood with two men when Jesus came again,
and John said just what he had said before, and
the two men turned and * followed ** Jesus, When
Jesus saw them coming he asked them what they
werc looking for, and they called him Master and
suid, *“ Where do you live 2" His kind voice said,
“Come and see,” and they went with him and
stayed all da, Let us read about it here in the
dear book which has given to us so many stories
about Jesus,

[Read John 1. 29, 30, 35-40.
words: * Preferred,”

Explain unusual
*manifested,” ¢ Israel,”
*disciples,” ““rabbi,” ¢ dwellest,” *“ abode.”)
OUTLINE.
Attention Story, Bible

Sunday.
Golden Text.

Monday. Interest the children still more in
Jolin by reading Matt. 3. 4 and tulking of this:
*“ And the same John had his raiment of camel's

lesson, and

hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins, and his
meat was locusts and wild honey.”

Talk of the great message which he
had been preparing to give, and now the time had

come. Behold means ““sce ! for he wanted every-

Luesday.

body to see Jesus,

Wednesday. Talk of what Jesus was to do, e
was to take away 8in, and show truth and good-
ness, to show how to be beautiful in life, He
came to take away sin, and to give joy and glad-
ness.  This Bible says that such joy as he had
and as he gives makes people strong.  “ The joy
of the Lord is your strength.”

Thursday. As soon as the two men standing
with John heard the voice of Jesus they were glad
to follow him. We hear his voice now, sometimes,
speaking in loving tones; let us go to him quickly
when he spenks, and stay with him.

Friday. 'Try to make clear to the children thas
Jesus will come and live with us. We cannot ge
to an carthly home with him and stay all day as

these men did, but he will stay with us in our
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earthly homes all day, and every day. His pres-
ence will bless every home if the fathers and
mothers and children will follow him us gladly as
these men did.  We may follow him now by obey-
ing his words,

Narurk Work.  Tell stories of bees and locusts,
and talk of their hubits,

Anrr Work. Show pictures of bees and locusts,
and whenever possible show something from the
masters which may illustrate a point or description,
but always show the best.

Hanp Work. In the kindergarten let the work
be in the sund table. The river Jordan may be
marked by drawing the finger irregularly through
the sand.

Outline the Sea of Galilee and the Dend Sea,
then make a wilderness of cedar and fir twigs, pine
cones, and rocks,

The Transirion Crass will write the words of
the Golden Text on the card, and bring it to show
to their kindergartner next Sunday. They may
use u colored peuncil and choose the color they
think beautiful.

Sciknce AT Homg with Morugr. There may be
talks about bees, honey, hives, and comb or honey
cells.

‘These bees in the wilderness did not have pretty
little wooden houses all painted, and they were not
owned by men ; for their house was God's great,
beautiful ** out of doors,” and their hives were the
trees and rocks. The winds and storms and sun-
shine painted these hives beautiful shades of green
and gray and other colors.

Curious facts about bees and locusts may be
found not only in school hooks and natural history
books, but in the Encyclopadia Britannica, vol.
iii, pp. 484-508; vol. iv, pp. 765-767. These two
insects will furnish nature topies enough for one
week. It is said that Cicero and Pliny record that
Aristomachus devoted sixty years to the study of
becs.

LESSON IV. (January 26.)

THE EARLY MINISTRY OF JESUS. Luke
4. 14-22,

Goroen Text. **His word was with power”
(Luke 4. 82).

Primary Notes,

[Show a pictureofu church;
if possible, your own.) Iow
many know what this is?
What is it for? Who go here
to worship God? When do
you go? Do you think it is
all right to go to church
when you feel like it, and
stay at home when you wish ?
T have heard people say, ** We never go to church

while we arc on u vacation ; we go away to rest, so
we sit on the piazza, or take a walk, or lie in a
hammocek instead.”  What do you think of such u
plan?  Can you tell me any good reason why we
should go to echurch whenever it is possible? |
know a good many, but the one I want to give you
to-day i3, that Jesus taught us by his example
that it was right to go to church on Sunday. You
know part of his work on earth was to teach us
how to live, by example, and this lesson about
churchgoing was among the first lessons he taught.

After Jesus was baptized [review here if de-
sired] he spent nearly six wecks in a desert,
where Satan tempted him sorely. Do you sup-
pose he yiclded to the temptation ¢ Noj he was
tempted that he might know just how we fecl
when tempted, and to show us how to be strong
to say “no,” and how to send Satan away. You
might think after six such hard weeks he would
come back umong his friends tired and weak, but
the Bible says—[read Luke 4. 14]. You remember
how the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus [un-
cover picture of a dove] ; and now this Spirit made
him strong and full of power. He must have done
and said wonderful things, for we read that all
‘“round about” the people were talking of him;
and when he taught in the synagogues or churches
he was glorified or praised of all.

After you have been away from home a good
while, where do you like to go? Jesus wanted to
go home. Where was his home? T want you to
listen very carefully while I read you a verse in
our lesson [verse 10]. Did you notice where Jesus
went? Do you think it was the first time ho ever
had been to the synagogue on the Sabbath? O,
no; the Bible says it was his “custom” to go;
that means he went every Sunday. [Now tell how
it was customary for teachers to take part in the
service, and how Jesus took the book and what he
read. |

This was the first time Jesus had told the peo-
ple plainly who he was; that he was the Messiah
for whom they were watehing. Though they said,
‘“Isn’t this Joseph's son,” they could not help
being moved by what he said, and our lesson says—
[verse 22].  Yet in spite of this they became angry
hear what they did—[verses 20, 30]. Becauso he
was God they could not hurt him till his time
came; so, passing right through the angry erowd,
he left Nuzareth and went to Capernaum [point
out on the map], and taught there on the Sabbaths,
Ilere, us before, the people wondered at his teach-
ing; they were astonished, and *Ilis word was
with power.” [Print.] Why did they have power ?
Because e spoke with the power of the Iloly
Spirit.

Don’t you wish you could have heard him
speak? Is there any way we can still hear his
words? [Draw a book around the dove,] In the
Bible we still have his words, and they lave never
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lost their pcwer. Can you think why? Because | seroll upon your hand work eard, and he reud

every word wus spoken by the power of the Spirit,
Peter, talking about the first t of the Bible,
said—[2 Peter 1. 21, Revised Version]. Because of
this power God’s word can do wonderful things
even without a teacher.

Onee in Mexico a man found a Bible ; neither he
nor the people around knew much about this book,
and the whole village was very wicked. This man
read the Bible first out of curiosity, but it had
power over him, it made him sce how full of sin

he was, and how to be forgiven and live differently.
He read the Bible to others, till the whole place
was changed, and when a missionsry happened to
go there he found a Christian village. * His word
was with power,”

It has power to-day. Have you ever felt its
power! Iknow you love many of Jesus's words;
some have power to make you happy ; others to
make you sorry for sin; others to show you what
to do [examples: Matt. 19. 14; Isa, 53. 5, 6 ; John
3.16). When you go home to-day, make a book
like this one, print ** Holy Bible" at the top, and
some words of Jesus that you love very much on
the pages.

Svearsrions vor CoLoriNg, Book, brown, with
red edges ; *8pirit,” dove, white ; * His word,”
eto., light blue.

Kindergarten Hints.

KinperGarTEN Depantsest. The Early Minis-
try of Jesus. Luke 4, 16-21,

Gorpex Texr. “His word was with power"
(Luke 4. 32),

Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, Isa,
61. 1-8; Edueation of Man (Froebel), * Need
of Boul Training:* The Preacher and His Mode
(Stalker): Imago Christi (Stalker), pages 144-164.

ATTENTION STORY.
When Jesus became a man he preached to the

people, and one Sunday he went into the syna- |

gogue or temple of Nazareth, which was the very
church where he went many times when he was
boy, and he took up the Bible, which was like the

| from the seroll,

| had come to be true.

The words which he read were
those spoken of himself by the good prophet
Isainh many years before, and lhc‘y were wonder
ful words, telling of what he could do for the peo-
ple. Everyone listened, and the words were like
musie to their ¢ Jesus read that the poor were
to Lear God's w of peace und good will to men,
and those who were in sorrow were 10 be com-
forted and their sad hearts were to be made g
People who found it very hard to be good wore te
be helped, the blind were to be able to see, and all
who had heen hurt and bruised b naughtiness
were to be made free and glad. - When Jesus had
read all this he elosed the book and said, * This is all
true, and I have come to do these things for you,”
Long, long ago Isaiah had written down this prom
ise of God, and now, like all God’s words, thess
They are in Luke 4. 16-21.

Let us read them.

Explain unusual words: ** Custem,” ¢ anointed,"
‘‘ deliverance,” ‘* captives,”” ‘“acueptable,” ** ful-
filled.”
OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

Monday. What does it mean to be poor! Many
people who have not much money .ner many
‘ things " do not think that they are poor, becauss
they have much that is better than money and
“things.” They have the love of others, and
they give love to others. None need be poor if
they love and work and have the Jove of others.
Let tho teacher explain the benefits of Jove and
labor.

Tuesday. Unloving words and naughty decds
cause hearts to be sad, Jesus eame to bind up
and to heal the breaking hearts by giving his
great love to them.  When we trust him sorrow is
turned to joy.

Wednesday. Explain clearly thas habits are like
chains which bind people, but little ehildren need
not get chains and strings of bad habits upon them
if they are obedient and loving and helpful.

Thursday. Jesus came to give sight to the blind,
and he can help us too to see ns with an inner
light what is good and beautiful and true. He is
the Light of the world, and he makes bright the
pathway of each little child, and he gives, also, the
light of knowledge within, so we may live good
and true lives,

Friday. Sometimes people feel sore and sad in
their thoughts, just as bruises on the body hurt
them, but when people pray to God and love him
and trust him the heart is made glad, as & man
who has his liberty and is happy and free,

Narvre Work. We have talked many tim
about flowers and animals in the wood and forest,
and in these wintry days, while the buds and the
grasses are sleeping in their little beds eovered
with the white snow, the animals of the forest are
glad and warm. Our Golden Text says that ** His
word was with power,” and this wonderful and
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powerful word of God made all things, even the
beasts of the forest.  One of the unimals is called a
deer, Have you ever scen onet  Now in the cold
winter his hair is long und thick, and it is grayish
brown, but in summer it was shorter and reddish
brown in color. He can run very fust. He has
antlers, or protty and sharp horns, which help him
to put aside tho branches of the forest trees, and
these horns grow like threc tines, or points, and as
the deer grows older he has more of them, until he
hus twelve.  Then he is called a royal stug. e
has a very strong sense of smell,

Anr Work. Show a picture of a deer, and have
the children describe any they may have seen.

Hano Work. The kindergarten children may
have u number lesson with the cubes, counting to
three or to twelve, according to age and ability ;
others may mako a seroll, using an oblofig of paper
and two peas, sticks, and paste.

The Transrrion Crass may color the text, which
i~ murked inside the seroll upon the lesson card.

Sciknck Ar Homg witn Morner. Talk of the
blessing of churchgoing and of church life,
When Jesus was a little boy he went with his
purents to the church, and he went there when he
became a man. This is a good habit which will
always be a help to good living and right doing.
The good Froebel, who guve us the kindergarten,
made pictures and songs about fumilies and the
church and the bell and the organ. When the
baby, who may be too small to go to church, sits
at the window with the mother and watches other
people going there, the child’s sympathy is irre-
#istibly drawn toward a crowd and toward o
«hurch.

.

Whisper Songs for January.

FIRST LESSON.
Lreree children now may be
Filled with God’s own love and light ;
Little children now may be
Good and true in Jesus’ sight.

SECOND LESSON,
May we always seck to be
Like tho holy Saviour-child ;
Wise, obedient, faithful, true,
Good and gentle, meck and mild

THIRD LESSON.
Holy Spirit, come, we pray,
Drive away our every sin;
Let the gentle dove of peace
Live and reign our hearts within,

FOURTH LESSON,
Jesus apeaks, ho xpeaks to-day,
Words of tender grace and love ;
If we listen und obey
We shall live with him above.

Order of Service
VOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
First Quarter.
Praise SERVICE,
Teacher. Praise ye the Lord.
Class. Praise the name of the Lord.
Teacher. Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Class. From this time forth and for evermore.
SiNG or Repeam:
“Praise him, praise him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love.
Love him, love him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love.
*“Serve him, serve him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love.
Crown him, erown him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love.”

PRAYER SERVICE,

Teacher. 1 cried unto the Lord with my voice,
Class. And he heard me out of his holy hill,
CoNCERT PRAYER.

*Dear Jesus, I love thee, I want to be thine,
And live so that others may see my light shine ;
I want to be honest and useful and true,

And do unto others as I'd have them do.
I need thee each moment, I need thee alway,

0, come to me, Saviour, and in my heart stay.”

Praver By TeacHkr, closing with the Lord's
Prayer.

SINGING, A church hymn adapted to the lesson.

Givine SERVICE.

Teacher. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich,

Class.

“Give with a glad heart, loving and free,

Give as the Saviour hath given to thee;
Give him thy heart’s love, tender and true,
Give him thyself, "tis all thou cunst do.”

Bierupay Ovrerings, followed by singing.

SuPPLEMENTAL LESSON,

Review or Last Lrsson.

Morion Soxe.

Lessox Tracuing, followed by Ecuo Pravsr.

Parmina Worbs,

Teacher. The eternal God is thy refuge,

Class. And underneath are the everlasting arms.

Teacher, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his counte-
nance upon thee, and give thee peace.

£




ENLARGED SIZE. || 1896, | NEW SERIES.
VOL. XLIll. AND XLIV. WITH 300 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months.
“Quardian,” or * Wesleyan” and MAGAZINE together, 82,78,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., Editor.
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thee: y HARBOUR OF MALTA.
, and P Specimen of numerous cuts illustrating ** Round the World with the Union Jack.”
punte-

REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

—_—
A& Bpecial Terms to Schools.—Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive, = Send for Special Rates,

SUPPLEMENT. PLEASE CIRCULATE. Specimens Free on Application.
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RESCUED.

Character Studies and Sketcbes.,
WITH MANY ILLUSTRATIONS,
Queen Victoria.

The Empress Eugenie, the Secret of a Palace.
Hewoise Dupuis,

The Empress Josephine.

The Empress Frederick.

8t. Francis of Assisi. Rev. Dr. Sins,

St. Catharine of Siena. Rsv. Pror. WaLuacs,
8t. Elizabeth of Hungary.

Gladstone. NewmaN Haw,

Elizabeth Barrett Browning. IneuL Roeses.
Frederick Douglass—From Slave to Marshal
Studies in Dante.

A Modern Sister of Mercy.

One of many cuts ill

Fllustrated Erticles.

ing Arctic Exp

Around The World with the Union Jack.

Britain's Keys of Empire in Many Lands.

The Greater Britain of the Southern Beas.

The Pacific Ocean—An English Lake. Buswor

HaxNpRrIx,
Every-day Life in Bible Lands. Tus Eprror,
Among the subjects treated will be :

Marriage and Punerals. Trades and Occu-
pations. Indoor and Street Life. Travel
Reli, Cost and otc.

Extent and Resources of British Columbia. Ry,
W. W. Barr.

An Artist's Paradise—Grand Manan.

Voices from Pompeil. The late Rev, C. H. Spurarox,

The Mound Builders,

In Search of His Grave.—The True Site of the Holy
Sepulchre. Bisuor ViNcesy,

Rambles in Spain.

Latest Finds in Egypt. W. Fuixners Prrrix,

Memories of Palermo.

Arctic Exploration and Discovery.

The Conquest of Mont Blanc.

The Wonderland of the Yellowstone.

City Mission Work in Paris.

Home Life among the Germans, Pror. Beui.

The Mennonites of Manitoba. F. Cora Hisp,

Recent Exploration in Nineveh and Babylon.
Strassburg and its Memories.

Our Protectorate in South Africa. Pror. DrRuMmoND.
More Walks In London.

Ed and the Faerie Queene. Razv.
PRrov, REYNAR.

St. Francis Xavier. Tux Epiror.

Clara Barton, the Heroine of the Red Cross.
Personal Characteristics of Wesley. Pass, Roamks.
Heroines of the Faith.

Flowers of Christian Chivalry.

Michael Faraday. Pror. C. A. Cranv, B.A., Torontr

University.
Thomas Arnold and the New Criticlsm. Mus M
A, Daxiens, M.A.

Pastor Harms and His Work.

CRUSADERS' CASTLE,
Specimen of cuts of ** Britain's Keys of Empire,*

FE BB BB




Serfal and Sbhort Stories.

‘ The Elder's 8in—A Tale of the Covenanters.

The Hand on the Helm. A Story of Irish Methodists
and i

with many

The Trials of Philip Strong.

The New Socialism.

Meyer's Scheme.”

A Cornish Story.
Methodists.”

Hiram Golf—*8hoemaker by the Grace of God.”

DR, HEPBURS,
The Story of Gottlieb, PrEsiENT WARREN,
More Cumberland Sketches.
Aunt Liefy. By the author of *Fishin’ Jimmy."

|,

More Newfoundland Tales. Rrv, Geo. J. Bonp, B.A,

The Man Trap. By the author of ** Lost in London,”

RS, Thomas McGregor’'s Removal. Doveras B. Hrmmrox.
Money, Masters and Men. A Story of Industrial

Peace.

Quaker Idylls and many Short Stories.

Heroes in Homespun ; or, Stories of the Under-

Prrcy H. Punsuon,
MAAA

Popular Science Papers.

The Future of Electricity.
The Mystery of the Sun.
Life in a Lighthouse, etc.
Science and Revelation. Dr. Dawuvexx, F.R.8,
Curiosities of the Microphone.
Romance of the Telegraph.
‘Wonders of the Telephone.

Articles have also been promised by CuaNCELLOR BUR-
wasn, Rev, DR. Dewart, DR. TRACY, and O, A. Cnanr,
B.A., of Toronto University,

ground Railway.
1. Rzv.

. Roamrs.

, Toronte

Muiss M

TOMB OF DANTE.

pire," Tiustrating * Dante and His Times.”

By the author of * Philip

By the author of * Wreckers and

Rev. J. V, Smit, D.D.

IN ARCTIC SEAS,

Socfal and Religious Topics.

The Ethics of Labour. Rev. Pror. Bapousy,

Present Aspects of Prohibition in Canada.
Josgri Gissox, Esq,

The Epworth League Movement., Rav. G. Ww-
Kirpy, M.A,

The Greatest Work in the World. Riv. A. T.
Prarsox, D,D.

The Polytechnic Movement.

Those Excommunicated Laymen. Rev. W. Harkisox.
Our Bible and How It Came to Us. Dr. Astupr.
Those Wonderful Windows. Rev. W. HARRISON,
Social Reform in Canada. Rev. C. W, Warci,
Last Things. Prixciran Suaw

Story of the English Bible. Illustrated.

Science of Life.
Nathaniel Hawthorne as Preacher.
Progress in Co-operation. N. 0. Nmusox,

Sunday-Keeping in the Olden Time.
S. GiueerT, M.A,

Emphasis in Religion. The late Dr. Nroums,
VWAAAA

Missionary Sketches.
MANY OF THEM FULLY ILLUSTRATED.

**TAN MACLARRN."

Rev. Jmsan

The Hermit Kingdom of Thibet. Rkv. Winiiiu
KETTLEWELL.

Pioneer Life and ‘Work in New Guinea. Kxy. w.
J. Kerny.,

Among the Maoris; or, Daybreak in New Zea-
land. Rev. R. G. T. SautoN, Pu.D.

From Island to Island in the South Seas.

Methodism in the Great West.

Romance of Missions. Rev. 0. R. Lausuy, D.D,

Mission Work in China.

The New Impact on the Orient.

The Gibraltar of Missions.
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SPANISH DILIGENCE. — [lustrating ** Pictures in Spain.”
CLUBBING RATES.
These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price paid for Tur MerHODU
| Maoazisg,
Regular  Club
Price.  Rate,
Harper's Monthly Magazine $400
' Century Magazine, ve 400 3
Atlantic Monthly 400 3w
Seribner's Magazine e 800 @
i O VNI, o455 v s s risbonaoimamebes 300 e
| ; ,
i 47 8end for Special Terms to Schools
i In ordering give Name and Post Office carefully.
f £ A large and interesting Premium List of Books bes
| also been arranged, from which subscribers may seleot,
| SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.
! Y ~ ~
ERUNULZ 2 WS
A2 ! Register Letter and send to ‘
| ‘&3 - ' WILLIAM BRIGGS, |
WesLey Buinpines, TORONTO, Owr. ‘
YTALIAN VILLA.—Tllustrating ** Rome Revisited,” ¥ ) .
' C. W. COATES, Montreal ; or, 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifar |

SPANISH FLOWER GIRLS,
Specimen of many euts illustrating * Rambles in Spain.”




ADVERTISEMENTS

Ten New
Books

POREST, LAKE and PRAIRIE
Twenty years of Frontier Life in
Western Canada—1842.62. By
Rev. Jonuy McDoveann. With
27 full-page illustrations ........ $1.00

Equals in stirring interest anything written by
Mingston or Ballantyne, One of the best and most
Mithful descriptions of life on the prairies back in the
sixties,

ETCHINGS FROIM A PARSONAGE
_ VERANDA . . ..
q By Mgs. E. Jerrers GRAHAM.
ll{uutr&wd by J. W. Bexcoven. . $1.00

**Since the inimitable pen of ‘Sam Slick’ was laid
down, none has done truer justice to Canadian rural life
than the writer of the sketches in this delighttul little

, book.”—Globe.

LION THE MASTIFF
A Humane Story. By Annig G.

\‘ BRAVEONE ¢t 005 vss 5 nie s ening $o,50
** In my opinion equal in point of interest to * Black
 Beauty,’and far ahead of it as regards information con-
cerning the needs of the several creatures mentioned in
M."—Miss W. M. WiLLs, President of Golden Rule Band
of Merey, Toronto,

- OOWIKAPUN . . ..
3 How the Gospel reached the Nel-

son River Indians. By Ecerron

R. Youna. I1llustrated........ $1.00
A romance of Indian lite, full of exciting adventures,

Not a dull page in the Depicts the marvellous
t'l’iumphs of the Gospel among the redmen of the far
est.

Canadian

Suitable for . . .,

New Year’'s Gifts

PEARLS AND PEBBLES
Notes of an Old Naturalist. By
Mgs., CATHARINE PARR TRAILL.
With Biographical Sketch b

Mary Acnes FrrzGisson, Wit
portrait and illustrations.. ...... $1.50
Lord Dufferin wrote the Author : “I have been
delighted with the chapters of your book, which I have

had time to read in the midst of many pressing occupa-
tions. The freshness and beauty of nature breathes
through them all.”
MOTILEY: VERSES GRAVE
AND GAY, ., ..
By J. W. Bexcoven. With 106
illustrations by the Author and
other Canadian artists.......... $1.00
** There is not a dull page in the book. Poems of

sparkling wit and humor alternate with those of deep
pathos and noble thought."— Ram's Horn, Chicago.

LIFE OF SIR ISAAC BROCK

By D. B. Reap, Q.C., Author of

** Life of Governor Simcoe,” ete.

With portrait and illustrations . . $1.50

What Canadian boy will notlong to read the lite

story of the ** Hero of Upper Canada.” Mr. Read graph-
ically portrays the skill, courage and devotion of this
noble soldier who fell gloriously at Queenston Heights.

PRACTICAL TALKS
On Important Themes. By Rev.
. T. CrossLey, the eminent
Evangelist. Third Edition . . $1.00

Principal Austin writes: * Next to the Bible there
is no better book for young Christians. It is clear,
instructive, comprehensive, and aglow with earnestness
and love. It should be circulated by tens of thousands.”

A VETERAN OF 1812
Life of Lieut.-Col. Jas. FitzGibbon,
the *“Hero of Beaver Dam,” b
Mary AeNEs FirzGissoy,  Cloth,
with portrait and illustrations. .. $1.00

: The eventtul life of u brave British officer in Canada.
Bvery boy should have a chance to read it. Not a dull

~ Mography, but a true boy's book.
Y

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
0. W. COATES, Montreal.

WESLEY BUILDINGS, .

OLD AN SAVARIN

And other Stories. By Epwarp

Wu. ThomsoN (now of Youwth's

Companion).................... $1.00

‘“ Another book to delight in, and another Canadian

author to be proud of. . . . ., Every tale is splendid in
crispness, in sparkle and humorous or pathetio portrayal,
« « « . Most of them distinctively Canadian in soene and
character.”—Oanadian Home Journal,

TORONTO, ONT,,
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,

We Prepay Postage.




ADVERTISEMENTS

INTERNATIONAL S, S. ek

FOR
LESSON HELps| D22k Mark ﬂaﬁ
—— Lesson List l

Illustrative Notes Contalins list of all the Lessons for 1896

with Golden Texts and Memory
A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons, Verses Indicated.
with Original and Selected Comments, Methods of

Teaching, Illustrat ve Stories, ete, ete. By Jesws | The Book Mark Lesson List 18 furnished in three
Lvms‘llum,m:r, and RosErT REMINGTON Domggry, styles—differing on the last page:
Price $1.25.

No. l.-“:nh Nnrlnatof Church or School, and s
of Services on las! page:
Peloubet'’s Select Notes S0orless - - . $100
Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, Doe- 100 ) N N g * 1%
trinal and Practical. * With Tilusirations, Maps, Plo. o . . ’ Hg
tures, etc., ete. Price $1.25. % N : 245
Monday Club Sermons n : H
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-schonl Lessons for % 5 i g d"’
1896, by eminent preachers, Price $1.25. 750 g o 12
000 . . . 1 500
Berean Lesson Books 2000 or over, per thousand - 4 5o
No. 1.—The Beginners. No, . ~The Intermediate. | No, 2.—With Iast page blank ; and No. 3.—With
No. 8.—The Senior, Price 20¢. each. Bible Acrostic on last page :
Less than 500 - 50 cents per hundred.
Golden Text Booklets 500601000 - . 45 per !
: 1000 orover - - 40 " "
Buudny-s‘t;hoo.lr Leuon; bl‘t"{ll ll:ﬂyulhhlalhmlingu. e e —————
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts, ce, post~ D, i i is v i
paid. each 3., per 40z Soe, A Popular holiday Gift this year will be a
copy of our
Berean Leaf Cluster

Large pictures, 24x34 inches in size, in eight colours, MET"onIST
illus rating the I

Lessons. Golden Texts printed in
large letters. Per Quarter, $1 25, Per Year, $5.

Phrsseg dhicugn- | Hymn anp Tune Book,

Large Coloured Pictures Tllustrating the International

Look over this list and select one of

Sl,xndnr-leho'ol bew;n-- Hilnll”;'{m Leat ::I:slzder. but style and price to suit, and send to

with only four colours, Ce, postpaid, per n i :

quarter; $1.00, per ye.r, $3.50, us for a copy i good time ;

PEOPLE'S EDITION, Size, 74x5§ inches.

Cn.lmkbrl'dgle Bible Commentary. 1. Cloth, plain edges = - - 81 00

suke, By Rev. Canon Farrar, Price, $1 35. i ¢ -

2Samuel. ByA. F. Kirkpatrick, M.A. Shise: $100. | 2+ Roan, sprinkled odges Ll

1 Kings. By Rev. Prof, umby.  Price, $1.00.

3. French Morocco, Yapped,
Matthew. By Rev. A, Ourr, M.A. Price, 75¢.

[I gold edges - - - . 2 00
e ee————— 4. Morocco, yapped, red
0nly a few left ! ‘ under gold edgos 3 00
I ——— ‘ CHOIR EDITION. Size, 84 x 64 tnohes,
5. Cloth, plain edges, - - « &1 50
6. French Morocco buek,

The Gatling : cloth sides, - .. 3 oo

With Ammunition tor the| 7 F"’“l;"’:"::;z:‘:' ol 58
Temperance Warfare !
s * ORGANIST'S EDITION. Size,10 x 7§tn,

BY REV. nAv'n ROGERS. 8. Cloth, plain edges, - « . . 82 50

9. French Morocco, boards,
Paper, 25 conts, - . . Cloth, 40 cents gllt edges, - - . .

3 50

e

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesLey BUILDINGS, - TORONTO, ONT.
0. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax,

We Prepay Postage.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

A

A New Delightful Book for
Children.

COT AND CRADALE
STORIES « clotm, s1.00

BY
MRS. CATHARINE PARR TRAILL
>
. With Portrait and a number of Sull-page Illustrations
Fy by A. DICKSON PATTERSON, R.C.A.
“>

Just in time for the holidn‘{ season comes this
ren from their old
. Traill, Midge, the fleld-mouse; Tat
and Tit, the ground squirrels ; Brownie and Flossie,
the tiny wrens; Mrs. Flytrap, the greed spider;

~  Margery Pye, the prating magpie—all these an
= the many other little creatures who play their
 partsin these wonderful stories will be fast friends
~ orfoes to every young reader. No gift-book could
 give the little folks more pleasure,

°
2
S
=5
£
=
)
S
=
H
e
s

A_FOURTH_EDITION OF
*
“ananlan Mrs. OH;AVIBERI.IN
[ ]
£ With
- Wilt-Flowers
-

Botanical Descriptions
by MRS. TRAILL
PRICE . .
>

We have issued this December a fourth edition,
from entirely new lfpe, of this magnificent work.
The book—143 x 11 inches in size - contains ten
plates showing in their natural colors u: wards
of thirty specimens of our native wild flowers,
These plates are all llthogniphed and coloured

d by Mrs. Chamberlin herself, who, we
. believe, has no superior as a painter of flowers,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
0. W. COATES, Montreal, P.qQ.

EST BOOKS

Here and There [n (ne Home Land

A!‘ seen by uﬂlﬁ!urnﬂlln

By CANNIFF HAIGHT.

With 260 beautiful photo-engravings of points of interest.
Cloth, £3.00 ; Sheep, $4.00; Half Morocco, $5.00.

This is the most sum{)tuous volume with respect to illus-
trations that we have yet issued from our pres-es, It
comprises 616 pages, and is written in racy, pleasing
style. It is a splendid patlor book,

Barbara Heck

A Story of Methodism.
By W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C.

Cloth, llustrated, - 75e¢.

The Editor of the BANNER needs no introduction to
ite readers. We look for a wide sale of this captivating
story from his graceful pen. Into every one of our Sun.
day-school libraries it should go and into the homes as well,

A Victory Won.

BY
ANNIE S. SWAN.

Cloth, Illustrated, - . . .

81.25.

This is, in respect of illustrations and binding,
perhaps the bandsomest volume yet 1ssved in our Cana-
dian Cop: right Edit on of MissSwan's stories. The orders
already received ensure a large sale and we hope our
schools will soon have it in their hibraries, .

CONSUMPTION :

Its Nature, Causes and Prevention,
By EDWARD PLAYTER, M.D.
CLOTH, =~ - - - . . 81.650

Dr. Danfel Olark, Medical Fuperintendent of the
Asylum for the Insane, Torouto, writes as follows : ** Dr,
Playter's work on C isavaluable ¢
to medical literature. It is well written from theliterary
point of view, and can be read with interest by laymen
as well as by physicians, The work shows the author well
acquainted with all the modern theories and practice

WESLEY BUILDINGS -

known in respect to this deadly disease.”

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.

We Prepay Postage.




Epﬂworth L;gue S

ADVERTISEMENTS

upblies.

REQUISITES.

Per Dozen
Senstitution and By-Laws . eessetiiiians #0 10
Sugeestions, Constitu on and By-Laws
for Junior Leagues ... ...
Por Hundred
Frayer-Meeting Toples, On cardboard.. 0 50
Junior Lruu;dl'nyer-.‘leeun‘ Toples,

On cardboard ..........,... 0 50
Associate Member's Pledge Card ... ., 0 50
Active Member’s Pledge Card - 050
Junior League Pledge Card . . .. ... oy 0 50

CANADIA

Wall Pledge (Active). In large t{pc.
Size, 28 x 36 inches, Mounted on rollcrs

and varnished, each........... ..., " $1 00
Per Hundreq
Membership Card. Printed
in colours., st e, B1 00
Removal rd. Printed in
colours T LV IR PaE 100
Epworth Leagne Charter, Hnnd-:nmnly
lithographed .. S AR L e e g 03

Epworth Ribbon, Special design.Peryd. ¢ 20

LEAGUE LEAFLETS.

13 kinds. Per dozen, 12 cents, Per hundred, 80 cents.  Postage pald.

Reading Cou rse, 1895-6.

The following books have been selected by the Committee appointed by the last General
Conference, as the Epworth League Reading Course for 1895.6 :

John Wesley: His Life and Work, By
V. MATTHEW LELIEVRE .80 35

The Firm Fonndation of the Chri
Faith, A Handbook of Christian Evidenoes
for Sunday-school Teachers, By Joseru Aaar
Bur, DD

The Life or Jesus Christ. By Rev. Jaums
STALKER, D.D ..., . .

Selected Papers on Social
AR, Hugnes, GrapoeN, and
............................ LR

Total Retail Price of FourlBooks—$2 20

$I.7O net,

Each sold separately, postpaid, at list prices ;
or, we will supply the entire set to
League or individual readers Bhesaiives

Postage and Mailing, 15 cents extra,
It is the intention of the General Epworth League Board to have examinations upon the Reading

rse, and to grant, diplomas to those who master t,
soclety, a group in the society, or by a single individ

ho'booka. The course may be taken up by a whole
ual,

EPWORTH LEAGUE BADGES,

(Each enclosed in box, and sent postpaid.) [ Sterling siver and Enamel—
[ ]

Junior Badges (Sterling Silver)—
No. 1. Charm, with E, L, ribbon. Each
35¢ ..Perdoz. $3 ¢0
No. 2. Button, Each, vy 3 60
No. 3. Clasp Pin, Eao , 83e.... - 360
Senlor Badges (Sterling Silver)—
No. 4. Charm, with E, L. ribbon. Each,
L SR AT O el Per doz.
No. 5. Clasp Pin. Each, 88¢.. .. L
Geld Plated and Enamel—
No. 6. Charm, with E. L. ribbon, each
No. 7. Button ...,
No. & Clasp Pin
No. 9. Scarf Pin ...

WILLIAM BRIGES, .
O. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

eoce
rer ey
L

We Prepay Postage.

No. 10. Charm, with E. L. ribbon, each . g0 15
No. 11. Button ,..., ravigsey o7
No. 12. Clasp Pin ¢ [ 5]
No. 13. Scarf Pin ... |/ LR

Gold and Enamel—
No. l4. Charm, with K. L. ribbon, each..
No. 15, Bntton = ¥ P
No. 16. Clasp Pi
No. 17. Scarf Pin ...

No. 18, Charm, with K. L.ribbon, each., g
No. 19. Button'........ :
E Lofq E Badge—
No. 20. Charm, with K.
Each,

L. ribbon, ster-
ling silver,

N Perdoz. 8 L

Wesley Buildings, . TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS

New India Paper Edition

e

Methodist Hymn Book

#1 s . .p ’
ot ] UST IN TIME for the Holiday Season—and splendid gifts they will
#1 00 1- d make—we have these beautiful copies of our Hymn Book printed
100 ‘ on the celebrated Oxford India Paper and in Oxford Bindings :
::: 24MO, BREVIER TYPE.
5 I () FOR a thousand tongues to sing

My great Redeemer’s praise,

SIZE, 5 x 8)% x % Inches.

46A. Roan, limp, red under gold edges, - - - - 81 25
47A. Egyptian Seal, yaip, red under gold edges, round
corners, leather lined, - - - - - 1 50
sneral E 48A. Persian Morocco, yapp,r/g, r ¢,sllksewn, leatherlined 195
3 49A. Calf, limp, solid r/g, r/e, silk sewn, - - - 2 50
e O I2MO, OR OLD PEOPLE’'S SIZE, PICA TYPE.
6o B
} 3 1 FPYHE thing my God doth hate
o & * That I no more may do,
220
SIZE, 7% x 5% x 5 Inches.
g 53A. Egyptian Seal, yapp, r/g, r/c, leather lined, - - %3 00
et E 54A. Persian Morocco, yapp, r/g, r'e, silk sewn, leather
.

lined, - - - - - - - . - 3 50
We have never offered anything to the public that we were better pleased with
ﬂ‘ion'g 3 ourselves, or felt surer of others being pleased with, than these India Paper Hymns,
They are so light, so thin, so compact and well bound, that one delights to handle them.

§ PRIZE AND LIBRARY BOOKS " fruooma races

splendid stock of books we offer for selection by schools who are looking for bright, attrac-

:;: tive gift-books for the holiday times, or for the replenishment of their libraries as a grand
: '7: New Year's present for the scholars.
s CANADIAN BOOKS FOR CANADIAN CHILDREN.
:'l: We have recently issued a nice illustrated Catalogue of our own book publications.
1 25 Send for a copy of it, and see the number of hooks especially suitable for the young of our
land. The school should cultivate a patriotic sentiment—and how better than by the
: '.: medium of distinctively Canadian books,
Send also for our large SuNpaY-ScHooL CaTALoGUE and later lists of New Books. WE
i ARF, OFFERING ESPECIALLY LIBERAL DISCOUNTS. Write for full
information.
‘T'

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesLey BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT.
0. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.
- In marlu.q poo‘::, or in making inquiry concerning You will obXge the

A in this M
2 by stating thas you sawp the advertisemens in THE BUNDAY SCHOOL




i SOUVENIRS

f Fresh air.  That is, practi-

Give practical results.

| eally, what an aerated oven

| does, No nasty smells can 0’76’ w/// /ast a

come  from these stoves,
[ All ordinary ovens bake [/fef/me

| with burned impure, and

Stagnant air.  What a sick-

ening  odour eomes out as

S

You open the door! No
wonder your food has a
peealinr taste is it/ You

see, Souvenirs are not like

w2 Ul"lilllll“\' stoves,” lln'_\'
l cook your food with pure,
[ fresh air,and do it nicely
too, with half the usual
}’ amount of fuel. Conse-
quently, they save much
time, labour and imoney,

and money saved is money

earned, isn't it/

CUTTRISS

THE e

GURNEY-TILDEN coO.

LIMITED

Sole Manufacturers. Hamilton' Ont {

! . - ——— —
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