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GREA? STONE IN THE

Immense Stones, Baalbec.

BY THE REV, GEO. J. BOND, B.A,

Tue greatest wonder in Baalbec has yet to
be described. It is the massive masonr of the
ancient walls below the Great Temple, and
dates far away back to early Pheenician times,
Fancy a tier of stones thirty feet long and some
thirteen feet high, and of the same thickness,
and above these again a tier of stones, three in
pumber, one sixty-four feet long, another sixty-
three feet eight inches, and another sixty-three
feet, in all one hundred and ninety feet eight
inches! Their height is thirteen feet and their
thickness about the same, and they are twenty
feet above the level of the ground. S:J)pole
one of them to be set on end and hollowed out,
it would make six rooms twelve feet square and
ten feet high, one above the other, with walls

QUARRY, AT BAALBEC.

| six inches thick, and floors eight inches thick !

How were these stones ever put there? That
is the question one naturally asks when lookin
at these cyclopean stones. By what process oﬁ
lost engineering art were these enormous
masses, for ea +hem weighs about a thou-
sand tons, set i aeir places in this most
ancient wall? The most probable supposition
| is that there was an inclined plane built from
the quarries, a half a mile away, to the level
required, and then human labour, the toil and
| sweat of thonsands of slaves, did the remainder,.
| slowly pushing or pulling the ponderous masses
on rollers up the grade till they rested cn the
spot prepared for them. These gray, iant,
and ancient stones, what stories they could tell
of awful oppression and horrible cruelty, as
well as of the might of mind and skill in those
wh&gllnnod and built thie wonderful wall.

en leaving camp next morning, we rode
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to the old quarries, from which the great stone:
of the Trilithon had been taken. Itis about
half a mile from the ruins, and there, almost
cut out, lay a miihtier stone than any we had
seen, a squared block sixty-eight feet long,
fourteen feet two inches high, and thirteen feet
eleven inches broad !. 1ts weight would be about
eleven hundred tons, and thereit lies unfinished,
as its masons left it so long ago. One of our

arty rode up beside it and alted his horse, to
ge {uwgmphod with it, and horse and man
looked small, indeed, beside this most massive
work of stone-quarrying ever achieved by man.
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children that are ignorant of the Bible, but

the teachers theraselves.”

We do not know how far what Dr. MacLean

says is true of the United States, of which he

writes, but we believe that it is notoriously

false as far as regards Canada. It may possibly

be thas there are schools in Canada where this
is true, but we do not know of a single instance,

and do not believe that there is one. The figures
which Dr. MacLean gives of the circulation of
the issues of the American Bible Society go far
themselves to confute his estimate. He states
that the tot ] circulation last year of the Society
was 936,578 Bibles, nearly a million—being, he
says, manifestedly an inadequate supply for the
eight millions of scholars. But those eight
million scholars have not had to wait for the
year 1891-92, to be supplied with Bibles. For
years they have been receiving large supplies of
these books; and being strongly bound and
only used about fifty hours in the year, they
may well be estimated to last eight or ten years,
perhaps longer. So that his own figures show
that more books are issued by this Societ{)alone,
to say nothing of the Bibles published by the
Baptist and other houses, than are sufficient to
equip all the Sunday-schools in America.

There is nothing gained by over-statement.
We do not believe that the Bible has been ex-
cluded by the Sunday School Leaflet. We know
that in most of our best schools, Bibles are pro-
vided for the scholars, and each scholar is urged
to have a Bible of his own. Never since the
world began was so much light focussed upon
the holy Scriptures, Never were such Bible
helps furnished to both teacher and scholar,
Never were such vast sales of Teachers’ Bibles
and Oxford Bibles with copious concordances,
maps and other helps. The best of these, we are
proud to say, are of English manufacture, and
are sold in large quantities in the United States
as well as in our own country.

Having said this, we are willing to admit
that there is still to too large a degree an un-

TORONTO, SEPTEMBER, 1892.

A Crusade against the Sunday
School Leaflet.

WE see it stated in the public press that the
American Bible Society has organized a crusade
against the Sunday School Leaflet. It is said
that the Leaflet is to a considerable extent driv-
ing the Bible out of our schools, and so lessening
the acquaintance of the children with the Bible
as a whole. Dr. Alex. MacLean, the Secretary
of the Society, makes the statement that he be-
lieves it to be a fact ‘* that the greater number
of the Sunday-school children know little or
nothing of the Bible as a book, and cannot tell
what belongs to the Old Testament or what to
the New ; that it is too often the case that the
only Bible inthe school is the one on the Superin-
tendent’s desk, and that it is not only the

acquaint; of the Bible as a whole, that in
. many cases it is quite possible that the Lesson
Lmjy isa substitute therefor. But that is the
abuse and not the proper use of the Leaf. And
cheap as Bibles are it is possible that in some
places, but for these lesson leaves—which are
sown upon the wings of the wind by millions,
and which like the leaves of the tree of life *‘are
for the healing of the nations "—there would
be no knowledge of the Scriptures at all. We
have reen in the heart of the *‘ Black Belt,” in
Alabama, ci)oor Mission Sunday-schools amon,

the colored people, where these leaflets carri

the Word of life to lonely cabins in remote
plantations whereit never could reach otherwise,
and where the helps they afforded poor, unlet-
tered, colored teachers have enabled them to
break the bread of life with blessed results to
the children under their charge. In our happy
Canada, however, every child may, or should

have his or her own Bible. If sn{ school be too
poor to get one otherwise, we believe that the
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Canadian Auxiliary of the British and Foreign
Bible Society will either make a grant or reduce
the price.

But having a Bible and mnking the best use
of it are two different things. Many scholars
are still unfamiliar with thefr Bible, and when
the text is announced in Ezra or Joel, they have
sometimes a good deal of difficulty in finding it.
We purpose giving in Onward shortly, &
series of brief Biblical studies that we trust
will greatly familiarize our young people with
the sacred books, their order, their character,
and their contents.

i
Bible Studies in the Home.

Tue Rev. Dr. Dunning for some years Secre-
tary of the Sunday-school Board of the Congre-
gational Church, and now editor of the Con-
gregationalist, & few years ago procured the
inauguration of the Home Department of the
Sunday-school work. To this we have fre-
quently made reference. Its advantage cannot be
over stated. Its purpose is to interest the whole
membership of the Church, or as many of them
as possible, for the study of the Sunda -school
lessons, They are requested to spend a half
hour each week in this study. They receive the
same Sunday-school helps as the scholars in the
school. In many cases, persons who cannot
attend the school become exceedingl interested
in the studies in which the school is engaged.
In not a few cases persons also engaging in the
home study are led to become active members
of the Sunday-school.

The Home Department is especially advan-
tageous in country places where dwellings are
remcte from the schools and where young
children cannot attend them. Many mothers,

athering their little brood about them, can thus
%&ve a home school in which the sacred lessons
are taught. It thus promotes family religion
and builds up the church in the house. It
brings the home circle into touch with the
great Sunda -school work throughout the con-
tinent and throughout the world, and with the
thousands of other homes where a similar work
is carried on. It increases the interest in the
Word of God and leads to a more intelligent
understanding of its holy teachings. It brings
the home and school into more vital touch and
sympathy, and will aid greatly in increasing
t{m interest in the school.

\We have been pleased to note many of our
larger churches, as the St. James Church, Mon-
treal, the Metropolitan, Toronto, and we doubt
not in many others, that large adult Bible
classes taught by the pastor have been a source
of great profit.  Many of the members are
heads of families, mature and well-informed
Christians. It is, of course, well, as far as
possible to bring the Church into the school. By
all means, alsq, take the school into the

home. We respectfully call the attention of
teachers and superintendents to this new de-

parture. Let them orfanize the Home Depart-
ment of Sundu{-schoo work in as many house-
holds as possible.

In many places the pastor has found that it
added great interest to the week night service
to discuss the subject of the Sunday-school
lesson for the following Sabbath, and then ask
the divine blessing on its teaching. This still
further broadens the scope and range of Sunday-
school influence. The Sunday-school institution
has yet undeveloped possibilities of untold
value. The study of the divine word make
better and more intelligent Christians and more
active workers in the service of our common
Master and Lord.

“Now Concerning the Collection.”

It will be remembered the regular instruction
of the General Conference is thata regular col-
lection be taken up in all our schools each year
for the benefit of the Sunday-school Aid and
Kxtension Fund. The Review Sunday in Sep-
tember, is recomiended as the time when such
collection should be taken up. The Annual
Report of the Sunday-school Board which will
shortly be published in the BANNER, will show
how great a work is being accomplished by that
Fund. Many scores of new schools are being
established every year, especially in the new
and more remote and destitute parts of our
country. Many of these schools are being as-
sisted in their earlier years, which in time be-
come af.ron)t(l and self-supporting centres of
infl and benefi or other school

The following out of many scores of letters
received, will indicate the character of the work
that is being done by this Aid and Extension
Fund. This %‘und has been growing in favor from
year to year. The entire Fund is devoted to
the carrying on of our Sunday-school work,
not one penny being diverted for expenses of
administration, although this demands the ex-
penditure of a great deal of time and labor.

A minister in north-western Ontario writes :
] am glad to say our school is doing well. We
organized with one teacher and four scholars a
year ago—we now number seventy-five and
expect to reach a hundred before Conference.
The assistance from Sunday-school Aid Fund
was very valuable in giving us u start.”

A missionary in Newfoundland writes: * The

pers come as blessings to many of the homes
in this neighborhood. A succession of
seasons have reduced very many of the families
to the extremest poverty, in which state they
are unable to obtain sufficient clothing neces-
sary to attend the ordinary means of grace, and
to these homes the papers bring the only bit of
(Gospel they are able to obtain, exclusive of the
pastoral visitation. The children, many of
them, come short of life’s common necessaries,
to say nothing of clothes and boots. Is there

any fund or source from which we could get
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some? Tf so, they would come as a ray of li%ht
into my life, and help mein the difficult working
of this poor mission.”

Another missionary writes: *‘In visiting the
homes I found that many had not enough chairs
to set their family upon. 1 found one family
of eight members living in one room, four beds
being in room. I, therefore, from what I have
seen and from what I know of the people, con-
fidently appeal to you for assistance.”

A minister in the Maritime Provinces writes:
“ You kindly and providentially sent me a
parcel of old” papers, these I have used with
great economy until the present, renewing
statedly a few numbers, and changing and ex-
changing the others until now I am wholly run
dry, lmfif you will please give orders to fulfil
the above benefaction, it will be grateful as a
shower to the parcned field. I can't see that
they can ever be otherwise than beneficiaries of
the Church, through their hard conditions of
life, and deprivation of its comforts.”

“The Hardest Time of All"”

Tuere are days of deepest sorrow,
In the season of our life ;

There are wild, despairing moments,
There are hours of mortal strife,

There are times of stormy anguish,
When the tears refuse to fall ;

But the waiting time, my brothers,
Is the bardest time of all.

Youth and love are oft impatient,
Seeking things beyond their reach ;
And the heart grows sick with leaping,

Ere it 1sarns what life can teach.
For before the fruit be gathered,
We must see the blossoms fall ;
And tne waiting time, my brothers,
Is the hardest time of all.

We can bear the heat of conflict :
‘I'hough the sudden, crushing blow,

Beating back our gathered forces,
For a moment lays us low,

We may rise again beneath it,
None the weaker for our fall ;

But the waiting vime, my brothers,
Is the hardest time of all.

Yet at last we learn the lesson,
That God knoweth what is best,
And a silent resignation
Makes the spirit calm and blest ;
For we know a day is coming
For the changes of our fate,
When our hearts will thank Him meekly
That He taught us how to wait.
—From ** The Chamber of Peace.”

Union for Prayer and Bible Study.

As every active member of our Epworth
League is pledged to * make stated seasons of
private prayer and the daily stud of the Bible
the rule of my life,” and of the Christian Fn.
deavour Society, *“ that I will make it the rule
of my life to pray and to read the Bible every
day,” it is most important that this shoul 1, as
far as possible, be done systematically. It
would give a great stimulus to individual prayer
and Bible study if all our Methodist {uuug
people could unite upon one book in the Bible,
one method and one purpose, snd, as far as
possible, one time. We should study the Bible
not merely to get up the Sunday-school lesson,
find proof texts or prepare Bible readings, but
for the purpose of knowing the books as such
with their teaching and present anlicati(m.
Since our Sunday-schools are now taking up a
series of lessons in Acts, it would be a most
excellent idea if our young people would unite
in & systematic study of the whole book. It
would be a help to those who are Sunday-school
teachers and Bible-class scholars, and might be
made a most important departmené in our
young people’s work.

For the purpose of encouraging and providin
for such systematic Bible study, the Theological
Union has decided, that in addition to pu\ﬁish-
ing in The Canadian Methodist Quazterly a
historical and literary study on the Minor
Prophets, to open a department in Biblical
study. In the July number of the Quarterly,
Chancellor Burwash began an analytic study
of the Acts, to run continuously and concur-
rently with the Sunday-school lessons. That
is, in the July Quarterly the study will cover
Acts, chaprers i. to viii., in the October number,
ix. to xv. inclusive, and 8o on through the book.
This study will be conducted in such a way that
it can be used by our young people’s organiza-
tions, by private classes or individual students;
but the hope is that a local Bible Study Union
will be formed in connection with euci‘; of our
churches. The advantage of securing such a
systematic knowledge of the Scriptures must
certainly commend itself to each one. Such an
orportunity was never before presented to our
Methodist people, and young and old ought
gladly to avail themselves of it.

We propose to form a union for prayer and
Bible study in connection with The Canadian
Methodist Quarterly, similar to that in connec-
tion with 7The Preacher’s Magazine under the
direction of Mark Guy Pearse and Arthur E.
Gregory, also The Expository Times, Old and
Neiw Testament Student, and other publications.
The Quarterly will be a means of communica-
tion with the members ; and in the department
of Biblical study, notes, questions and answers
bearing upon the work in hand wili be pub-
lished. Membership in the Unicn is open to
all ; and that our study may be productive of
great spiritual good, each membey is asked to
pray daily for every other member, and for the
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blessing of God to rest on the work of the
Union. As the purpose of the Union is study
of the Word in order to do more effective
Christian work, it is suggested that the mem-
bers hold a ** Morning Watch” each Sunday,
reviewing the week’s study and praying that
the divine blauin% may rest upon all Christian
work, especially the preaching and teaching of
the Word. '

That these studies on the Acts may have the
widest possible circulation, and that the advan-
tages of the Union may be placed within the
reach of every one, we desire to stereotype and
gell them at a nominal price, say seven cents a
copy, £1,00 for twenty, or twenty-five cents a
year, When the articles are in type we shall
take a matrix of the forms, and if sufficient
copies are ordered to justify the expense, Acts
will be run off each quarter in pamphlet form.
Provision will also be made for an examination
and diploma for those who may desire at the
end of 1892,

Will you join the Union and try to get others
to unite? 1f so, please forward your nume and
address to the undersigned.  Say if you w ish to
subscribe for The Canadian Methodist Quarterly
or to take only the *“ Analytical Studies of the
Acts,” by ('hancellor Burwash,  State how
many copies of the * Studies” you guarantee.
We hope that all who read this will join the
Union.  Drop us a post-card anyway, giving
your opinion of the scheme.

A, M. Painiies,

290 Euclid Ave , Toronto,

——

One Day at a Time.
WHeN worry and care and toil are ours
And the day’s weary heights we climb,
Let’s think of the restful evening hours
We live but one day at a time,

So let us toil on for those we love,
To fret and despair is a crime
"Twill lessen our load to look above—
We live but one day at a time !

And at last, when life's gray shadows fall,
Ere we pass to the realns sublime,

We shall hear the Master’s welcome call :
"Thou hast lived well—one day at a time?

———

Frowm 1:E MINUTES OF 1766, —¢ Wherever
there are ten children in a society, spend at
least an hour with them twice a week 3 and do
this not in a dull, dry, formal manner, but in
earnest, with all your might. * But I have no
gift for this.” Gift or no gift, you are to do it,
else you are not called to be a Methodist
preacher. Do it as you can till you can do it
as you would. Pray earnestly for the gift, and
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Opening and Closing Services.
THIRD QUARTER.

OPENING SERVIOR
L Bilence.
II. Responsive Sentences.
Supt. Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Ziom:
and unto thee shall the vow be performed.
Sehool. 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all his people.
Supt. The Lord is nigh unto all them that
call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth,
School. Because he hath inclined his ear unte
me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I
live.

Supt. Glory ye in his holy name: let the
heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord.

All. Let the words of my mouth, aud the
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.

I11. Singing.

IV. The Apostles’ Creed, or Ten Command-
ments.

V. Prayer, followed by the Lord's Prayer in

concert.
V1. Reading Scripture Lesson.
VII. Singing.

LESSON SERVIOR.

I. Class Study of the Lesson,
11. Singing Lesson Hymn,

111, Recitation of Title, Golden Texs, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Lessom,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Chureh

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

OLOSING SERVIOR
1. Singing.
11. Sentence,

Supt. We ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which he have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip; for how shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.

use the means for it, particularly studying the
children’s tracts.”—S. 8 Magazine.

IIL. Dismission.
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[Sept. 4.

[NTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.

[THE QUARTERLY MISSIONARY LESSON. ]

A.D.37.]

LESSON X. PHILIP PREACHING AT SAMARIA.

[Sent. 4,

GOLDEN TEXT. And there was great joy in that city. Acts 4. 81,

Authorized Version.
Acts 8, 5253, [Commit to memory verses 5-8.]

5 Then Phil'ip went down to the city of Sa-
ma'ri-a, and preached Christ unto them.

¢ And the people with one accord gave heed
unto those things which Phil'ip s{mkv, hearing
and secing the miracles which he did.

7 For unclean spirits, erying with loud voiee,
came out of many that were possessed with them !
and nmn{ taken with palsies, and that were lame,
were healed.

8 And there was great joy in that city.

0 But there was a certain man, called Si'mon,
which beforetime in the same city used sorcery,
and bewitched the people of Sa-ma'ri-a, giving
out that himselt was some great one:

16 To whom they all gave heed, from the least
to the greatest, saying, This man is the great
power of God.

11 And to him they had regard, because that of
long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

12 But when they believed Phil'ip }vrcuchiny
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and
the nane of Je'sus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.

13 Then Si'mon himself believed also: and
when he was lmrt'\z\-ll. he continued with Phil'ip,
and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs
which were done.

14 Now when the apostles which were at Je-ru'-
ga-lem heard that Sa-ma'ri-a had received “the
word of God, they sent unto them Pe'ter and
John:

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for
themn, that they might receive the Holy Ghost :

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them :
only they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Je'sus.)

17 Then Yaid they ¢heir hands on them, and they
yeecived the Holy Ghost.

18 And when Si'mon saw that through laying
on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given,
he offered them money,

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever 1lay hands, he may receive the Holy
Ghost.

20 But Pe'ter said unto him, Thy money perizh
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift
of God may be purchased with money,

91 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter :
for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.

922 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and

y God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart
may be forgiven thee.

23 For Igcrcc'lvc that thou art in the gall of bit=
terness, and n the bond of iniquity.

Revised Version.

5 And Phil'ip went down to the city of Sa-ma'~
ri-a, and roclaimed unto them the Christ,

6 And th multitudes gave heed with one
accord vnto the things that were spoken by
Phil vhen they heard, and saw the signs

7w ¢ did. For from muny of those which
] inelean spirits, they came out, erying with
a loud voice : and many that were palsied, and

8 that were lame, were healed. And there was
much joy in that city.

9  But there was a certain man, Si'mon by
name, which beforctime in the city used sor-
cery, and amazed the people of Sa-ma'ri-a, give

10 ing out that himself was some great one: to
whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, This man is that power of God

11 which is called Great. And they gave heed to
him, because that of long time he had amazed

12 them with his sorcerics, But when they be-
lieved Phil'ip preaching good tidings concern-
ing the kingdom of God and the name of Je'sus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and

13 women. And Si‘mon also himself believed :
and being baptized he continued with Phil'ip§
and beholding signs and great miracles
wrought, he was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles which were at Je-ru'-
sa-lem heard that Sa-ma'ri-a had received the
word of God, they sent unto them Pe'ter and

15 John: who, when they were come down,
prayed for them, that they might reccive the

16 Holy Ghost: for as yct he was fallen upon none
of them? only they had heen baptized into the

17 name of the Lord Je'sus. Then laid they their
hands on them, and they reccived the Holy

18 Ghost. Now when Si'mon saw that through the
laying on of the apostles’ hands the Ioly Ghost

19 was given, he offered them money, saying,
Give me also this power, that on whomsoever 1
lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

20 But Pe'ter said unto him, Thy silver perish
with thee, beeause thou hast thought to obtain

21 the gift of God with money. Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not

922 right before God. Repent therefore of this thy
wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee,

93 For I sce that thou art in the gall of bitterness

24 and in the bond of iniquity. And Si'mon ane
swered and said, Pray ye for me to the Lord,
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24 Then answered 8i'mon, and suid, Pray ye to
the Lord for me, that none of these things which

that none of the things which ye have spoken

Coine upon e,

‘e have spoken come upon me. s ; )
s y il 25 They therefore, when they had testified and

And they, when they had testified and
pred \ed the word of the Lord, returned to Je-ru'-
su-lem, and |n‘-:uchul the gospel in many villages
of the Sa-mar'i-tans,

TIME.—AD. 37, a few months after the death '

of Stephen. PLACE.—The city of Samaria, in
central Palestine. DOCTRINAL SUGGES-
TION.—The indwelling of the Holy Ghost,

|
HOME READINGS. |

M. Philip preaching in Samaria, Acts 8, 5-13,

7. Philip preaching in Samaria, Acts 8, 14-25,

W. False prophets, Jer. 23. 21-32.

Th. Sorcery forbidden. Deut. 18. 9-19.

F. Minding earthly things. Phil. 8. 15-21.

S. The Spirit by faith. Gal. 8. 1-6.

8. Samaritans believing. John 4. 81-42.

LESSON MYMNS,

No. 817, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun.

No. 321, New Canadian Hymnal,
A better day is coming.

No. 319, New Canadian Hymnal.
The morning light is breaking.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 183, 182, 186,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Philip the Evangelist, v. 5-8.

Who went down to one of the cities of the prov-
ince of Samaria ?

Who had passed through Samaria shortly before?

Where do we first hear of this Philip? Distin-
guish him from Philip the apostle, who was now
doubtless in Jerusalem with the others.]

How did the Samaritans reccive Philip?

What marvelous scenes accompanied his preach-
ing!
2. Simon the Sorcerer, v. 9-19.

In what city did this Simon live?

What is meant in verses 9, 11, by * sorcery " and

¢ hewitehed 17

How did the people regard Simon? (Verses |

10-12.)
Why did they so regard him?

What does verse 12 tell about Philip's preach-

ing?
What does it tell about the people?
Did Simon’s baptism do him any good ¥

spoken the word of the Lord, returned to Je-
ru'sa-lem, and preached the gospel to many vil-
lages of the Sa-mar'i-tans,

What help did the Church at Jerusalem send
the Sumaritans !
What was the purpose of this visit 1
What was the purport of their pray er?
What requirement of the apostles had these be-
lievers fulfilled ¢ (Acts 2. 38.)
3y what means was the Holy Ghost imparted ¢
Of what was this a sign ?
Why did Simon covet the power of the apostles !
What offer did he make to Peter
3. Peter the Apostle, v. 20-25,
What was Peter’s rebuke?
In what did Simon's offense consist?
What state of heart did his offense show {
What remedy did Peter propose !
Why was this remedy needed
How did Simon receive the rebuke?
Where did the apostles go !
Repeat the GoLoe TexT and consider its applica-
bility to every region which has been visited by a

gracious revival,

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we—
1. Find a keen rebuke to Romanisin?
9, Sce the insufficiency of popular fuvor?
3. Sce that baptism and church fellowship do
not make men Christians !
4. Ascertain how only spiritual power can be at-
tained ?
5. Learn that we should carcfully inquire about
| the motives of our actions
| 6. Find the only deliverance from the honds of
| iniquity ?
| Iints for IHome Study.
( Tell in what other notable seenes this Philip
| firures.
What other *sorcerers” figure in New Testa-
ment story ¢

|
|
\ QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
| SCHOLARS,
“ 1. Philip the Evangelist, v. 5-8.
To what eity did Philip journey ¢
What did he there do?
How was his message ree vived ?
What miracles did he perform ?
Tow was the city affected?  (GoLbEN Texr.)
2. Simon the Sorcerer, V. 9-19.
What claims did Simon make for himself
What did the people say of him?
Why did they give heed to him
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What did those who believed Philip’s message
dot

What did Simon do?

With whom did he keep company ?

Who were sent from Jerusalem ?

For what did these apostles pray ?

Why did they thus pray?

What then did they do, and with what result?

What did Simon offer and ask ?
3. Peter the Apostle, v. 20-25,

What did Peter say about the money ?

What about Simon himself?

What did he exhort Simon to do?

What did he know of 8imon’s condition?

What request did Simon make ?

‘Where did the apostles go ?

What did they do as they journeyed ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
In what respect, in this lesson, is—
1. Philip an encouragement to us ?
2, Simon a warning to us ?
3. Peter an example to us?

Tlome Work for Young Bereans.
Find, if you can, and read the story of Jesus's
visit to Samaria.
Try to find how many Simons there are in the
New Testament and what sort of' a man cach was,
Was this Philip an apostle, or was the apostle
another man?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
Who preached the Gospel in S win?  Philip.
What was Philip? A true missionary.

What did many people do? Believed llnel

word.

Who was one of the believers? Simon the
sorcerer.

What is a sorcerer! One who pretends to
have power over spirits,

‘What caused Simon to wonder? The miracles
Philip did.

Who went to visit the believers in Samaria?
Peter and John.

What did they ask God to give to these new con-
verts? The Holy Ghost.

Was their prayer answered? Yes, the Holy
Spirit came.

Who looked on and wondered? Simon.

What did he wish? That he had this
power.

What did he not know? Thatit was God’s
power.

For what did he offer money to the apostles?
To buy this power.

What did Peter tell him? That his heart
was not right.

What did he tell him to do? To repent of
his sin.

What was Simon’s sin?  Putting self be-
fore God.

What did Simon ask Petertodo? To pray for
him,

Words with Little People.

Can a child be like Simon ?

Yes, when he pretends to be a Christian and is
not.

When he thinks of Self first, and Christ next.

When he wants to do great things rather than
Jjust to be good.

Whisper Pledge.

“ Only Jesus,”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, PH.D,
General Statements

The persecution led by Saul of Tarsus only showed the vitality of the Church and widened the cir-
ele of its influence, Hitherto gathered in a single city, it is now scattered broadeast over the land.
All along the shores and among the mountains little churches begin to rise, like lights in a dark place.
In the alien country of Samaria the labors of Philip were blessed with abundunt results, and amultitude
were led to the faith,  When the news that Samaritans had become disciples reached Jerusulem thero
were mingled feclings among the believers, some rejoicing at the broadening progress of the way,
others alarmed at the breaking down of old walls of separation. Peter and John were sent to look into
the work among the Samaritans, and to organize the church if found worthy, They come and witness
the work of grace, and besecch from God the gifts of the Spirit upon it,  As the new believers reccived
the power from on high, and with it supernatural manifestations, there was one who saw in all the
Spirit's working only the operation of some charm or magieal influence. It was Simon, a great
magician, who had bowed before the mightier spell of the eross, and in outward appearance was now a
disciple of Christ. Ile offered money to the two apostles as the price of possessing the same power
which they enjoyed of imparting the Spirit unto men. Sternly did Peter thrust aside the offered bribe
and rebuke the presumption of the sorcerer in supposing that God’s gift of power could be bought with
money. The deed has shown that Simon is no true disciple, but a sinner with the cloak of religious
profession. He is bidden to turn from error and seek God’s mercy, that he may yet be saved. The
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two apostles, having admitted the believers of Samaria into full fellowship with the Church, return
to Jerusalem, pausing on their journey to present the Gospel in many Samaritan villages, Thus, step
by step, the cause of Christ moves onward toward the conquest of the world.

verse 5. Philip went down. Philip the
evangelist. 'The city of Samaria. Better, “a
city of Samaria,” which name here refers to the
provinee. Preached Christ. In public and in
private.

6,7y 8. The peopie with one accord gave
heed. Perhaps the fuvorable reception of Philip
was purtiu\l_\' due to recollections of the visit of
Josus. Great joy. The healed sufferers would
rejoice § their sympathetie friends would rejoice
most of all would those rejoice whose hearts had
partaken of the spiritual blessing.

9, 10, 11. Sorcery. The Roman Empire was
full of such impostors. Bewitched, Aston-
ished, charmed. This man is the great power

of God. This should read, * This man is the
power f God which is called Great.”
12 Simon himself believed also. It is

easy to believe that Simon was a hypoerite, that |

what le did believe was not that Jesus was the
Messiah, but that -Philip was a greater magician
than himself. Just as Simon had astonished and
charmed the Samaritans, so Philip now astonished
and charmed Simon,

14. The apostles, The body of the aposto-
late was still united, notwithstanding the persecu=
tion by Saul, and they were recognized as the con=
trollers of the Church. At Jerusalem, There is
an ancient tradition that the apostles had been com-
manded by the Lord to stay twelve ycars at Jeru-
salem. Butit is likely that both theirstay and their

later separation were regulated by the developments |

of the Gospel. Samaria, Originally a city about
forty miles noitiwest of Jerusalem, the capital of
the northern kingdom of Isracl.  In the apostolic
age the name was applicd to the entire middle see-
tion of Palestine. Had reccived the word.
Through the preaching of Phulip, one of the scven
(verses 5-13), after he had been driven out of Je-
rusalem. (1) Ferse cution cannot preve nt but canonly
aid th spread of the Gospel. They sents The
establishment of the Gospel in Samaria, among an
alien people and by one not an apostle, was a new
departure doubtless alarming to some conservative
minds and plainly requiring the supervision of the
twelve, (2) God opens the way of his truth in ad-
vance of human plans, Peter and Johy
two leaders in the apostolic company, fast friends
toeach other, and different in temperament and
views, (3) Everywhere DPeter s represe nted as a
Lading spirit, but nowhere as a pope. (%) In this
measure see the importance of unity in the Church

o Christ.

15. When they were come. They came to
examine the work, and see if God’s hand were in

The |

it, to organize the Chureh, and to bestow the di-
vine gifts in their power. Come down. As
Jerusalem is on high ground, to almost every
other part of the land people were said “to go
down.” Prayed for thems They saw that the
work of grace was genuine, and they besought for
the converts the same gifts which they themselves
enjoyed. They could not impart the Holy Spirit,
but they could intereede for his endowment upon
others, (5) See the broad, intelligent conception of
the Gospel in these aposties, Received the Holy
Ghost. Not the ordinary grace of conversion
and Christian consciousness of adoption, but the
peculiar manifestation of the Spirit, such as was
given on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2. 1-4),
bestowed through the apostles only (exeept in one
remarkable instanee, the conversion of Saul); a
miraculous influence necded in the foundation of
the Church, and ceasing with the apostolic age.

16. He was fallen. Though the word e is
not in the original, yet every reference to the
Ioly Spirit indicates a person. Upon none,
They enjoyed the pardon of <ins and the conscious-
ness of acceptance, but their Chureh did not yet
have the supernatural power possessed by that in
Baptized.
ward token of their fuith in Christ as their Suviour.
In the name. Revised Version, * Into the name.”
By baptism entering into the service of Christ,
Lord Jesus. This may indicate that one name
only, that of Jesus Christ, was used in baptism j or
the names of the Father and the Spirit may be im-
plied.

17. Laid . « + their hands. As the outward
sign of the impartation of divine power, not by a
ric form, but bestowed in answer to prayer and
esponse to fuith, Received the Holy Ghost.
Thus repeating the miracle of Pentecost, though on
a smaller scale.  Thus upon Samaritan soil, and
among a despised race (Johin 4. 9), was established
a Chureh having the same marks of divine power
as in Jerusalem. () A common love to the Se@our
will break down every barvier of hatred and make
peace on earth.

Jerusalem, Juptism was the out-

18. Simon. Not the apostle, but the sorcerer,
whose apparent conversion has been related in
verses 9-13.
Cyprus, gifted with peculinr powers either through
skill or by some psychological or mediumistie influ-
ence, and made men believe he was an emanation
from Deity. There were many such in that age of
superstition, partly deccivers and partly deceived.
He had seen in Philip a power which was greater
than his own, and accepted Christ as a believer in
the theory of the Ghost, but not with personal.

Ile was a famous magician, born in
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saving faith. Simon saw. The effects of the
Spirit were visibleand manifest to the senses, and
Simon perceived that the power of the apostles was
higher than that of Philip. Offered them
money. 1le had not yet reccived the power, and
in his existing spiritual condition could not receive
it, but hesupposed the apostles to be sorcerers or
magicians like himself, with some remarkable
powers which had thus far cluded his grasp.
(1) How often sinners judge others to be no better than
themselves!

19. Give me also this power. Ie wished
for a place as high as the apostles, and a power
equal to theirs; not desirous of the graces and
fruits of the Spirit, but of privilege to impart its
outward manifestation, From his conduct the
word simony is applied to the crime of buying or
selling offices in the Church. Receive the Holy
Ghost. The article ““the” is not in the words
of Simon, showing that he had a very confused
idea of what the Iloly Ghost is.

20. Peter said. Not a curse, but a true dec-
laration of Simon’s real condition and danger.
Thy money perish with thee. “Thy gold
and thyself are equally on the way to destruction.”
The gift of God. God gives, but does not sell
his blessings ; and he gives only to those who are
fitted to receive. May be purchased. (8) That
which is born of love can never be bought.

21. Neither part nor lot. TPeter sces that
Simon’s belief is only of the head and not of the
heart, and springs from selfish motives. In this
matter. In the enjoyment of God's grace, the
Gospel of Christ. Heart is not right. Liter-
ally, “straight.” Simon’s was a crooked heart,
which must be changed before Christ could en-
ter it.

22. Repent. Not ‘“be sorry for,” but ** turn
from” —the true idea of repentance. Thy wicked=
ness. A possible sin aguinst the Holy ‘Ghost.

Pray God, Rather,asin Revised Version, * pray
the Lord,” that is, the Lord Jesus. (9) When we
pray to Christ we pray to God. If perhaps,
The doubt was not as to the power or willingness
of God, but as to the depth and sincerity of Si.
mon’s repentance. ‘fhought of thine heart,
A thought is in the mind, but it may proceed
from an affection in the heart. May be fore
given. Peter, though an apostle, does not pre-
sume to forgive sin, but bids the sinner turn to
God.

23. I perceive. Ile perceived it by his act
and purpose. Gall of bitterness. In a condi-
tion of evil as bitter as gall itself, the very quine
tessence of bitterness, Bond of iniquity. In
a state of #in which binds like a chain. (10 How
wretched the condition of a soul out of Christ.

24. Pray ye to the Lord. Ilc doesnot propose
to pray for himself, and shows no true repentance,
no hatred of sin, and no conviction of his own
guilt,  For me. (11) Many are willing to have
others pray for them who will not pray for themselves,
None of these things, He did not desire to
have his sin taken away, but only its dreaded re-
sults removed. This gives us little hope for the
sorcerer, who was henceforth an cnemy of the
Gospel.

25. Testified. The apostles gave their wit-
ness to the truth of the Gospel, and the facts of
Christ’s life on which its truth depended,
Preached. Revised Version, “spoken.” The
word of the Lord. The Gospel message in gen-
eral. Returned to Jerusalem. To render
their report to the mother Church and their fellow-
apostles.  Im many villages. They torried, on
their way home, to preach in the villages through
which they passed, and established churches (see
chap. 9. 81) throughout the province, Thus the
old enmity of Jew and Samaritan was lost in the

{ love of Christ,

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR CHARLES F. RRADLEY, D.D.

Verse 5. Philip. The name of Philip appears
in the list of the seven s second only to that of
Stepen (6. 5). Though all seven were chosen as
men* full of faith and of the Holy Spurit,” only
Stephen and Philip are mentioned again in sacred
history. Fitted both by natural and by spiritual en-
dowments to be religious leaders, they could not
be confined to the business of scrving tables.
After Stephen’s triumphant death Philip led the
way in carrying the Gospel to the Samaritans
(8. 5). When, nearly twenty years after the events
of this lesson, he appears again, though he is
spoken of as ‘* one of the seven,” yet his mission=
ary zeal has fixed upon him as his distinctive title
that of “evangelist * (21. 8). The city of Sa=
maria. This was the capital city of the Samari-

tans which had been greatly beautified by Herod
the Great, who received it from the Emperor
Augustus after the death of Antony and Cleopatra.
Tlerod named the city Sebaste (the Greek equiva-
lent for Augusta), in honor of his imperial patron.
The modern village on its site bears the nume Se-
bastiyeh, Scbaste was gradually surpassed by its
rival, Shechem (Neapolis, the modern Nabulus).
In the New Testament the city of Samaria is re-
ferred to only in this verse. In all other cases the
distriet is meant,

6. They heard and saw the signs, These
words define the two elements of Christ’s ministry
and that of his first apostles and cvangelists,

namely, preaching and working miracles, Apostolic
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Christianity was not * Christianity ~without
miracles.”

9. A certain man, Simon by name. The
nine Simons mentioned in the New Testament rep-
resent many types of character, They include be-
gides this one the * brother of Jesus;” the * Ca-
naanite,” one of the twelve; Simon ** of Cyrenc; "
“ the leper” of Bethany ; a Pharisee ; the tanner §
the father of Judas Tscariot, and the great apostle.
Next to Simon Peter, the Simon of this lesson,
gcncrnlly known as Simon Magus, is the most
prominent in history. Mis bad eminence is wit-
nessed by the term simony, applied to the sin of
buying or sclling Church offices, which is derived
from his attempt to purchase miraculous power.
gimon Magus plays a prominent role in early
Church literature, where he appears as the arch-
heretic and especial opponent of 8t. Peter. Jus-
tin Martyr refers to him as a Samaritan who * did
mighty acts of magie by virtue of the devils oper-
ating in him.” Mo says that he ‘“ro greatly as-
tonished the sacred senate and people of the Ro-
mans that he was considered a god.” *The Sa-
maritans say he is god above all power and author-
ity and might.” Apology, i, 26,56 Dialogue with
Trypho, 120, Many and astonishing legends
grew up about him. e was represented as oppos-
ing Peter and Paul before Nero, and as attempting
to fly from the top of a tall tower to prove his di-
vine power. Ilis flight, which began successfully,
is brought to a fatal termination by the apostles’
prayer. Another legend deseribes his death as re-
sulting from a voluntary living burial, from which
he prophesied his resurrection in three days.
There is a significant contrast between these ex-
travagant stories and the sober history of Luke.

10. That power of God which is called
Great. A description of Simon by Irenwmus
forms & commentary on these words. He says:
“This man was glorified by many as if he were a
god, and he taught that it was himself who ap-
peared among the Jews as the Son, but descended
in Samaria as the Father, while he came to other
nations in the character of the Holy Spirit. He
represented himself, in a word, as being the lofti-
est of all powers, that is, the Being who is the Fa-
ther over all, and he allowed himself to be called
by whatsoever title men were pleased to address
him.” Against Heresies, i, 23. * Power” seems
to be used here, as in Rom, 8, 38, and Eph. 1. 21, to
deseribe a celestial being.  The term was applied
by the Gnostics of a later time to emanations from
Deity, who were believed to form aseries of beings
mediating between God and his ereatures upon
earth. We are cither to regard Simon’s doctrine
as an undeveloped form of this later heresy or to
understand the words in the general sense best in-
dicated by the Authorized Version : ‘¢ This man is
the great power of God.”

14. The apostles « . . sent unto them

Peter and John, This statement clearly indi-
cates that Peter exercised no primacy among the
apostles which involved supreme authority, A
similar indication is found in 11. 2, where *‘ those
of the cireumeision ” call Peter to account for his
actions in Cesarea.

17. They received the Holy Ghost. In
this instance some visible and attractive cffects of
the gift of the Spirit followed the imposition of the
apostles’ hands, This was clearly miraculous.
Sometimes the same thing occurred without the
imposition of hands. See 10. 44. There are no
successors of the apo-tles who possess such mirac-
ulous endowments as those Simon coveted and
sought to purchase. But the Holy Spirit as an ine
ward and sanctifying gift is offercd to all believers
independently of priesthood or external rite,

24, Pray ye for me. Whether this was the
ery of true penitence or of mere terror it is impos=~
sible to say. The traditions referred to above in-
dicate the latter.

25. Preached the gospel to many vile
lages, Literally, ** Evangelized many villages.”
The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What is meant by * sorcery” in
the Seriptures # Has it any counterpart at the present
time?

1. In the Seriptures sorcerers were those who
pretended to reveal secret things and future events.
and to foretell the lucky or unlucky outcome of
enterprises through the medium of the stars, the
\isits of the dead, familiar spirits, the interpreta-
tion of dreams, the divining cup, omens from birds
and other animals, ete. They established them-
selves as  great ones ™ in the popular eredulity by
means of their acquaintance with fucts of astron-
omy and natural science which were unknown to
the people, and by their surprising feats of jug-
glery. 2. Fortune-telling, the impostures of clair-
voyants, the pretensions of spiritualists, accompa-
nied by their practices of legerdemain, are modern
counterparts.

Simon Magus, or 8imon the sorcerer, was one of
Philip’s auditors at Samaria, Ile professed to
have extraordinary wisdom, and laid claims to su-
pernatural agencics. Under the preaching of Philip
he professed belief in the Gospel and was baptized ;
but his faith was hypoeritieal. Philip, however,
baptized him upon his making profession of it.
The Greek word for * sorcery ” is payea, and is
regarded by many as of Babylonian origin; it
stands for vileness, hypoerisy, and avowed im-
picty 3 itsseriptural meaning is deception, delusion,
fraud; and it has its counterpart in these times
in necromancy, in the interpretation of dreams,
and in the feats of those who claim to possess a
powerful supernatural agency and can do whatso-
ever they please,
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Sorcery may be considered as representing the
various occult arts or magical practices common
among the Eastern nations of antiquity. In Deut.
18, 10-12, nine varieties of these practices are
named and forbidden. In addition to these, others
are referred to in the Seriptures of the smmne gen-
eral character, such as mugie, astre slogy, exoreism,
ete. They were all alike in assuming to exercise
supernatural power or prescience. In most of
them the cooperation of evil spirits was supposed
to be employed, and the ends to which they were
dirceted were usually either malévolent or to afford
protection against malevolent beings, Some of
them, moreover, were closely associated with the
gross immoralitics of certain forms of heathenish
worship. Modern spiritualism is the nearest coun-
terpart of ancient sorcery. It rests upon the same
morbid desire to pry into the mysteries of the un-
seen world, and like ancient sorcery appeals wholly

and juggling trickery, and like the ancient forms

inable impurities,—J. 7. McFarland, D.D.

In the Seriptures ‘sorcery’ means much the

marked distinetion between soreery, enchantment,
magic, and witeheraft. The practice of these was
attributed to demoniaeal ageney, the soreerer being
aided by a familiar spirit. Recent methods of in-
terpreting the Seriptures would suggest that “ the
black art” owed less to the fumiliar spirit than to
the craft and subtlety of the wizards themselves.
Every “ism” that biases humanity to evil is a
counterpart of Bible-mentioned sorcery.—Thomas
Hanford, D.D.

The practice of sorcery was the doing of strange
and scemingly impossible things, the doing of
which is not in violation of, nor superior to, phys-
feul laws, but based upon some know ledge of them.
At the time of the cvents of the lesson the unsettled
state of the religious mind was such as to render
the people easy subjeets for duplicity by these wily
practitioners, The same practices, or practices of
the same class, exist in one form or another to-day.
Keeler could outrival Simon Magus, the difference
being that Keeler is too honorable to assert any
other power than the skillful manipulation of phys-
feal laws ; and the people, generally speaking, are
100 enlightened to be for a moment deceived.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Seven Traits of the Early Church.
1. 18 AGGRESSIVENESS,
Philip went down. .. .preached. ¥. 5.
“Go ye into all the world.” Mark 16. 15.
« In his name. ...all nations.” Luke 24. 47.

to ignorant superstition. 1t is full of falsehood |
|

is the bitter enemy of God and the ally of abom- |

same as in classic literature, and there is no \

11. Irs CaTHOLICITY.
To the city of Samaria. v. 5.
“ Into one body.” 1 Cor. 12, 13,
& Neither Jew nor Greek.” Gal. 3. 28.
111. Irs Divise Powkr.

The miracles which he did. v. 5-T.
 These signs shall follow.” Mark 16. 17, 18,
« Greater works than these,” John 14. 12,

1V. Irs SACRAMENTAL SIGN.

They were baptized. v. 12.

« Pyt on Christ.” Gal., 3. 27.
¢ Baptism doth....save us,” 1 Pet. 8. 21,
V. Irs DisCIPLINE.

Apostles. . . .sent. .. . Peter and John. v. 14
“In the church, first apostles.” 1 Cor. 12, 2
Yo shall bind on earth.” Matt. 18.18.

VI. Irs SpiriTuAL ENDOWMENT.

Received the Holy Ghost. v. 17,

« Given to every man.” 1Cor. 12, 7-11.
& Gifts of the Holy Ghost.” Heb. 2. 4.
VII. Trs UNWORLDLY SPIRIT.

Thy money perish with thee. v. 20.

« Not conformed to this world.” Rom, 12, 2.
« Love of money....all evil.” 1 Tim, 6. 10,

Thoughts for Young People.

The False Professor of Religion.

1. There may be some professed Delievers in
| Christ whose hearts are wrong in the sight of
God.

2. The false professor may be correct in oute
ward demeanor, and may appear to many as sine
cere. (Verse 13.)

3. The fulse professor unites with Christ's
Chureh for the purpose of earthly gain. (Verses
18, 19.)

4. The false professor is apt to suppose that
others in the Church are as corrupt as himself,
(Verses 18, 19.)

5, The false professor looks upon Christianity
as an carly institution, and fuils to comprehend its
spiritual side. (Verses 19, 20.)

6. The fulse professor is without true fellowship
with God’s people and true sympathy with Christ’s
work. (Verse 21.)

7. The false professor is in wretchedness and
bondage under Satan’s power. (Verse 23.)

8. The false professor may find merey and par-
don if he will repent and seck the Lord, (Verse
22))

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV, E. A, RAND,

Only a man going into Samaria’s gates.

A solitary man. That is all. Nothing peculiar
about him. He has the look neither of soldier,
priest, nor philosopher, only that of a plain, ordi-
nary man, But a great treasure goes with him.
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He carries in his soul a remedy for spiritual dis- “
orders of every kind, a balm for all souls in pain, |
a light for those in darkness, peace for the heart-
proken. What a treasure-bearer !

We think of him pressing his way past the
camels and their drivers, the asses and their riders,
the people on foot, all urgent to get into or out of
the city gate. When once within, to a cluster of
people he begins to talie out his treasures, his
wonderful stores, his precious remedy, and he
talks to them about—Jesus !

Jesus? The people listen, The group grows.
Here comes a beggar. There hobbles up a eripple.
Half a dozen people who are trading quit their
chaffering for the story of the cross, You hear
only the clear, ringing voico of the preaeher, You
sce the cager fuces of the listening erowd.

Jesus? There are those present who remember |
him when he taught in Samaria. 1 wonder if be-
hind any one of the veils of Philip's for wle list-
eners may be the woman who found Jesus at the
well one weary day. If in Samaria, she is not here |
in the crowd, 1 know, Love has changed the dis- |
ciple to an apostle, and she must be away to bring |
friends and neighbors to this very spot, to hear |
about the wonderful Teacher who sat at the well one
beated day. 1

All Smmaria is interested as fast as Samaria hears {
the news. O joy in all the city, for Jesus, in his |
apostle Philip, comes to Samaria again, telling of ‘
salvatiom,

But another man than Philip is in the city. s
name is Simon.  He began one day to tell Samaria
his story. Ie laid claim to wonderful things.
Charm and incantation, sorcery and spell, cabala
and mystery, all these he dealt in, and Samaria
sat dumb and wondering in the shadow of his
l}{l“’l‘r.

To-day Simon is a cypher.

Philip is king.

And now witness that scene of baptism. Tlow
they come forward, by twos, by tens, by scores,
and in the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost are baptized. But who, finally, comes
up for buptism? That old sorcerer, Samaria’s

wizard, Samaria’s brewer of mystic herbs, Sama-
ria’s trader in cabalistic wonders ?

Yes, Simon.

e too is baptized.

Samaria is exultant with joy. And now who
are these coming through the city gate, all the way
from Jerusalem? Peter and John?  Yes, those
very apostles,

Jerusalem has caught with joy the sound echoing
across vale and hill, that Sasaria has received the
word of God.

But hush !

Can you not hear the voice of prayer? Peter

and John are bowed in supplication. They are be-

sceching the blessing of the solemn descent of the
Ioly Ghost.

What stilluess! And as the apostles lay their
hands on the waiting disciples, lo, the presence of
the Iloly Glost!

But who sees all this with covetous eyes? 1fhe
could only get that power! Simon takes Peter
and John aside. e jingles a bag of shekels. lle
mutters his offer of gold. How Peter turnson him
and withers him with his rebuke even as the sun
scorches a pretentions weed by the roadside !
Kimon drops his head, hides his bag, and begs for-
siveness,

But the work of telling the good news goes on.
The Gospel bells echo in many Sumaritan villages,
Jew and Samaritan are bound together. O
prophesy of the time when all hearts shall become
one, and the cross of Jesus be the uniting bond!

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

— fimon was esteemed to be incarnated omnip-
oteneo—** the great power of God.” The re
ness with which the oriental world in particular
aceepts the teaching of the close
interchange between the divine and the human is
very remarkable,  Nimrod was on carth a mighty
hunter ; he passed away and beeame a god. Herod
made a great oration, and the people thought it
more than mortal eloguence, and said: “lleis a
god and ot a man.”  Puul shook a serpent from
his hand unpoisoned, and the asto 1ed erowd
say, *The gods have come down to us in the like-
ness of men.”  Fohi of China is said to have been
born of a virgin ; the head of the Thibetan govern-
ment is thought to be an incarnated god, and when
one emperor dies they search for a child born at
the same hourin whom the deity has been reincar-
nated. And yet, says Baumgarten, these same
orientals drove the apostles out of Jerusalem be-
cause they said Jesus Christ was the incarnated
Son of God.,

elation and easy

By Way of Illustration.

BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

Ferse 5 The denomination to which William
Cary belonged, and which bitterly opposed his
going, had barcly held its own for one hundred
years ; in the next soventy-five years after he went
us a missionary to India it increased in the ratio
of fourteen to one.—Dr, A, T. Lierson.

“ The miracles which he did."* Miracles are the
swaddling-clothes of the infant Chureh, and not
the garinents of the full-grown, They were but
proclumutions that the King was mounting his
throne ; when he sits acknowledged on his throne
the proclamation ceascs. They are the framee
work on which the arch is rounded, which frame-
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work is taken down as soon as the arch is com=
pleted.— Zrench.

Verse7. Send to India and China medical mis-
sionaries equipped with the best learning of our
oceidental science, and you will be doing what
Christ meant his disciples should do when he said
to them: *“Heal the sick, preach the Gospel.”
The two duties go together.—Joseph Cook.

Verse 8. Joy is one of the striking characteris-
ties of the new life which Jesus came in the world
to give. At his birth we are told that the angels
declared, * Behold 1 bring you good tidings of
great joy which shall be to all people.” When
Jesus was parted from his disciples and taken up
into heaven the disciples returned to Jerusalem
with great joy.” When Peter healed the lame
man at the temple gate we are told that he ‘““en-
tered with them into the temple, walking and
Jeaping and praising God.” The kingdom of
heaven is said to consist of * righteousness and
peace and joy in the Tloly Ghost ;" and the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, and peace. Paul closes
his prayer for the Romans, “ Now the God of hope
fill you with all joy.” When David was recovered
from sin he besought the Lord to ‘“restore unto
him the joy of his salvation.” Joy in the indi-
vidual heart and in the Church is always asign of
the presence of the Spirit. 1 have noticed, through-
out many years of evangelistic work, that wherever
there is a great and glad spirit of song there are
sure to be many conversions, It is not the singing
that converts, but the singing, when it is hearty
and glad, marks the presence of the Spirit.—Dr.

Yentecost.

Verse 17. Thave seen great mills with splendid
n\vlru'lntrm-n!s——c\'crything in perfeet order—but
they were not running; all that was needed to
start them was fire in the engine. I have seen
fine church buildings, with eloquent preaching and
perfect appointments. But there were no souls
saved. There was lacking the fire of the Holy
Spirit.— Vaughan.

Verses 18 and 19, Where God has his church
the devil will have his chapel.—German proverh,

We have somewhere met with a quaint but ex-
haustive classification of mankind in respect to
Christ, namely, believers, half-believers, make-
‘believers, and unbelievers. There are many half-
believers and  some make-believers in our
.churehes to-day, us there were in the days of the
Son of man.

Verse 20. Money is the god of the material
world, and there its power stops. A Londgn news-
paper offered a prize for the best definition of
money, and it was awarded to a young man whose
definition was: * An article which may be used as
4 universal passport to everywhere except heaven,
and s a universal provider of everything except

happiness.” The best things of life are given,
not bought nor earned ; forgiveness, the Holy Spirit,
eternal life, are gifts of God.

Verses 20-23. The Church needs plain preach
ing and fearless preachers. I have in mind a man
who, entering upon a new pastorate, was & Id that
he must not talk on temperance, because a whisky.
seller attending that church paid fifty dollarsa )‘L"ur
forhis pew. To which the preacher replied : “ Take
fitty dollars out of my salary and give me a chance
at that pew.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map of Palestine, showing the three
provinees of Judea, Ramaria, Galilee, and indicate
ing Jerusalem, Sumaria, and Shechem. ... The Sa
maritans, their origin, relation to the Jews, relig-
fon, ete....How the Gospel was planted in Samas
¥ mon the sorcerer, who he was....Sorcery
and magic in ancient times Is there anything
like it at the present time Simon as an ine
stance of the false prophet. (Sce * Thoughts for
Young People.”)....Peter and John as illustrating
true apostleship....Traits of the early Christian
Church as here shown: (1) Varied clements; (2)
Aggressive; (3) Organized under authority § (4)
Divinely endowed; (5) Having some unworthy
members3 (6) With high standards of character,
ete....The pruclicul duties of the lesson : (1) Work
for Christ; (2) Pray for the Spirit; (3) Be sincere
in serving Christ; (4) Be faithful to convictions;
(5) Have a well-founded Christian experience....
IrLustrations, The strongest iron is that welded
out of composite ores; &0 the Church of Christ is

rig

3

stronger for its varied elements if they are
thoroughly united....The chureh in  Jerusalem
was like an electric light shining on high above the
city, but not giving light abroad. By the persecus
tion it was divided and seattered, becoming like
many eleetrie points, cach in a separate place, give
ing light to all the land.. .4The gift of God,”
verse 20. A child tried to buy some flowers ofa
boy at a royal garden. He was answered, My
father is a king; he_gives; he does not sell.”....
False disciples are no more an evidence of religion
being false than counterfeit bills are an evidence
that all moncy is worthless, On the contrary, if
there were no good bills, no one would care to
malke counterfeits,

References.

Freexax's Haxp-Book. Ver. 9: Sorcery, 630,
....Fostew's Cyoropenia, Ver, 5: Prose, 4620,
Ver. 6: Prose, 3073-3076. Ver.8: Prose, 3383-
3405. Ver. 9: Prose, 10201, Ver. 202 Prose, 4945,
10622, Ver. 21: Prose, 9404, Ver. 22: Prose,

4962-4982, Ver, 24: Prose, 4543,
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Blackboard.

\t \S 1HE GIFT OF GOD

SN\ {72
SALVATION
Seronp| |
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SueoEsTions For Bracksoarp Tark.—Ask a half
dozen leading questions, so as to bring out the
work of Philip the evangelist. Then speak about
the great struggle in this life for money. Ask,
What can money buy? It can buy houses and
Jands and clothes and a great many things good
and evil, but there is one thing that no amount of
money ean buy. What is that? Health? No, it
cannot buy health outright, but it can often pro-
vide the means for regaining it. Happiness? No,

Philip [un-
Whom

preaching and teaching about Jesus,
cover name] was the one sent to Samaria,

| did he goto tell about?  Yes, Jesus § and the story

not always, but it may often bring happiness to |

the home. This that it cannot buy is more pre-
cious than gold. It is the gift of God freely be-
stowed on those who love him, Tt is salvation.
What was it that Simon tl
[Answer, Power to work mir

sorcerer desired ?

s and of empow= |

ering others also.] Tell how he went about to get ity |

and what it was that Peter said. Notice one thing

especiully :
hast thought that the gift of God may be pur-
chased.” Speak of evil desires nurtured in the
heart. Again in verse 22 he rs 1 ¢ Perhaps the
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.”
ConcLusion.—God wants your gifts of money to
aid his cause in this world, but that is the least he

wants, because he asks that you give him all— |

heart and soul.

Primary and Intermediate.

BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

The Gospel Makes Glad.
'YY “w l,lli‘il"‘,

Lesson Trove

[Print in colored erayon *Sam
“Good News,” *Simon,” “Sclf-love.”” Cover
each with a scparate bit of paper. Muke a
little group of squares to stund for a city.]

Who can tell the name of the city ncar
which Jesus sat by a well one day? [Uncover Sa-
maria, Let some child tell what he knows of
Jesus and the woman of Jacob's well.]  You see
the people of Samaria had heard of Jesus and knew
something about him,

Now the apostles were going to strange cities

Peter rebuked him * because thou |

of Jesus and his love for sinners is called what?
Yes, the Gospel, I will tell you a sweet name for
the Gospel—** Good News.” This is whiat it means
—the best news in all the world! Who would not
love to tell it ? [Sing one verse of * Ilove to tell
This is what Philip went to Samaria
to do—** to tell the story of Jesus and his love.”
Do you think Philip was what we call a mission-
ary ., he was a true missionary. There were
only a few who could tell about Jesus when Philip
lived. Now there are a great many, because the
Gospel has been growing so many years, [Tell
gome simple missionary story, and try to make the

work seem real and near.]
What did the people think of the good news ?
Print * Joy " y, and eall for Golden
Text, Sing * Praise him for his blessed word,”
and, holding the Bible reverently, tell that this is
the ‘blessed word "—the Gospel,
news "—which brought joy to the city.]

above the ¢

or ‘“good

When Philip preached in Samaria great crowds
came to hear him. 1 will make some marks to
stand for the people, Iere is a crooked one. You
may think of this as a lame man. This one has
palsy. Iere is one who has an evil gpirit.  Philip
tells of One who can cure them, and all who be-
lieve are made well, But hete is one who looks
straight and strong. [Uncover *Simon,” and toll
what his business was and what kind of a man he
was.] Do you think his soul was straight? Can
the soul be erooked when the body looks straight
and beautiful? O, yes! I will show you what
made Simon’s soul more crooked than any lame,
palsied body. [Uncover “Self-love,” and show
that Simon while learning about Jesus was all the
time thinking about Simon and what he could do
to make Simon a greater and a richer gan. Tell
how Peter rebuked him and told him that money
could not buy the gifts of God.]

What the Gospel Can Do,
What did Philip carry to Sa-
maria? Yes, the Gospel, good
news about Jesus, It made
everybody glad who took it,
| just as it does now. This is
one thing the Gospel does—
¢ Makes Glad.” [Print.]

Who had a crooked heart among those who
heard Philip? Yes, Simon. Ie tried to take the
Gospel with a selfish heart. It will not live and
But it shows what the heart

aw a >

:
my-stiain'

grow in such a heart.
is like,

Once a little boy was not willing to have his face
washed, He eould not sce or feel that it was dirty.
But when his papa carried him to the looking-

glass, then he  saw that he must be washed. The

-

e — T Y
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Gospel showed what was in Simon’s heart. It will
«how us what is in our hearts if we are only willing
to look. [Print *‘Shows What is in the Heart.”]
What did the boy need after he saw hisdirty face
Yes, to have it washed. It was not enough to see
it; it must be made clean.

The Gospel shows Jesus, who ean wash away
every stain, [Sing * What can waush away my
stain?? and print ** Washes the Heart.”]

Lessons for Us. 1. Never pretend.  Jesus wants
his little children to be true.

2. Do not ask what sclf wants,
first, ¢ What will pleas

8. To be great in the
is first to be good.

Always ask
Jesun 27
ight of God and his angels

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
Heavenly Father, we adore thee.
In thy name, O Lord, assembling.
Come, said Jesus' xacred voice,
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
+, Jesus is mine,
ing.

No. 2.
There's a call comes ringing.
Eternal Fatlier, thou hast said.
Lo ! the harvest field is bending.
Watchman, tell us of the night.
Lenrning of Jesus the lessons of truth.

Blessed assur
Come with rejo

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.]

1. Where was the Gospel planted by Plglip? In
Samaria.

2. What followed the laying of the apostle's
Tands on those who had been converted?  The
gift of the Holy Ghost.

3, ilow did Simon the sorcercr seck to obtain
this power? By buying it.

4. What did Peter say to him? ¢¢ Thy money
perish with thee.””

5. What did Peter urge him to do? Repent
and seek forgiveness.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

35. What was the Spirit's work ef inspiration?

He moved and guided the writers of the Bible, so
that they truly recorded the truth of God.

Men spake from God, being moved by the Holy
Ghost, 2 Peter 1. 21

[2 Samuel 23.2; Acts 4. 25, 28, 25; 2 Timothy
3.16)

ro-——e

A. D.37. LESSON XI.

GOLDENTE)
Authorized Version,
Acts &, 206=40. [ Commit t2 memory verses 35-38. ]

26 And the angel of the Lord spuke unto Phil'ip,
paying, Arixe, and go toward the south, unto the
way that goeth down from Je'ru’sa-lem unto Gu'zu,
which is desert.

27 And he arose and went
of E'thi-o'pi-a, a cunuch of’ ¢
queen of the E'tl
the charge of all hier treasure, anc
ru'sa-lem for to worship,

98 Was returning, and sitting in his ehariot read
E-sa'ias the prophet.

29 Then the Spirit said unto Ihil'ip, Go near,
and join thyself to this chariot.

30 And Phil'ip ran thither to Zim, and heard
him read the prophet E- , and said, Under-
standest thou what thou readest ¢

81 Aud he said, How ean 1, mvvyt some man
should guide me?  And he de-ired Phil'ip that he
would come up and sit with him,

32 The place of the Seripture which he read was
this, He was led as a sheep to_ the slaughter; and
like o lamb dumb before liis shearer, 8o opened he
not his moutl::

and, behold, a man
authority under
lpi-uns, who had
hiad.come to Je-

83 In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away : and who shall declare his generation? for
Yis fife is taken from the earth,

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN.
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.

[Sept. 11,
John 3. 86.

Revised Version.

26 But an angel of the Lord spake unto Phil'ip,
saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto
the way thut goeth down from Je-ru'sa-lem

97 unto Ga'za: the same is desert. And le
arose and went : and behold, a man of E'thi-o'-

14, & cunuch of great authority under Can'-
da-ce, queen of the E'thi-o'pi-ans, who was
over all her treasure, who had come to Je-ru'-

98 sa-lem for to worship; and he was returning
and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the

29 prophet I-saiah.  And the Spirit said unto
Phil'ip, Go near, and join thysclf to this

50 chariot. And Phil'ip ran to him, and heard
him reading I-sa'iah the prophet, and said, Un-

31 derstandest thou what thou readest 7 And he

suid, How emn I, except someone shall guide

me?  And he besought Phil'ip to ecome up and
sit with him, Now the place of the scripture
which he was reading was this,

|
|
|
|

I
©

1le was led as a sheep to the slaughter ;
And as a lamb before his shearer is dumb,

8o he openeth not his mouth :
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34 And the eunuch answered Phil'ip, and said,
1 pray thee, of whom speeketh the prophet thus?

of himself, or of some other man {

35 Then Phil‘ip opened his mouth, and began
at the same Seripture, and prcm-lml unto hum
Je'sus,

36 And as they went on their way, they eame
unto  certain water : and the eunuch said, See,
here is water; what doth hinder me to I
baptized t

87 And Philip suid, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Je'sus Christ is the Son of God.

33 And he commanded the chariot to stand still :
and they went down both into the water, both
Phil'ip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

30 And wlhen they were come up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Phil'ip,
that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on
his way rejoicing.

40 But Phil'ip was found at A-zo'tus : and Yus.«
ing through he pruuchcd in all the cities, till he
came to Ces'u-re’n.
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33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away
1lis generation who shall deelure ¥
For his life is taken from the earth.

34 And the cunuch answered Phil'ip, and said, 1
pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this?
of himself, or of some other? And Philip
opened his mouth, and beginning from this
$ seripture, preached unto him Je'sus.  And as
they went on the way, they came unto a certain
water; and the cunuch saith, Behold, here s
water: what doth hinder me to be baptized ¢
88 And he commanded the chariot to stand still:
and they both went down into the water, both
Phil'ip and the eunuch 3 and he baptized him.

9 And when they eame up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Phil'ip; and
the eunuch saw him no more, for hie went on
40 his way rejoicing.  But Phil'ip was found at
A-zo'tus: and passing through he preached the
gospel toull the cities, till he eame to Cwes'n-re'sn.

©

e

TIME.—A.D. 87, immediately after the events
of the last lesson. PLACE.—The desert south-
west of Palestine. DOCTRINAL SUGGES-
TION. —Saving faith.

HOME READINGS.
M. Philip and the Ethiopian. Acts §. 20-40.
Tw. The law and the prophets,  Acts 23
W. Paul’s appeal to prophecy. Acts
Th. Opening the Seriptures. Acts 17
F. The word of power. 1 Cor. 1. 18
S. Baptism of Jesus. Matt. 3. 7-17.
8. Baptism into Christ. Rom. 0. 1-11

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.
No. 66, New Canadian Hymnal.
The great Physician now is near.
No. 148, New Canadian Hymnal.
My Father is rich in houses and lands.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 72, 74, 76.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS.
1. A Bible Student, v. 26-30.
Who directed Philip what to do?
Why were these so much interested 1
What encouragement is their interest to us 1
What personage did Philip meet !
What was the eunuch’s business in the land ?
How was his traveling leisure employed !

What divine command eame to Philip?
How did he greet the eunuch ?
2. A Bible Teacher, v. 31-35.
What proposition did the eunuch make?
On what propheey did he seck light 1
What question perplexed him?
How would you answer his question?
How did Philip explain the prophecy ?
3. A Happy Believer, v. 36-40.
Where have we evidence that salvation was
found by this Ethiopian?
What proposal did he make in verse 361
What condition does Philip make? (Verse 37,
What was his confession ?
What followed the confession ?
In your own words give a deseription of this
baptismal seene.
What duties devolve on all baptized persons?
What oceurred after the baptism !
What became of Philip ?

Practical Teachings.

Where are we shown in this lesson—

1. That seriptural study is a profitable usc of the
leisure hour!?

9. That the Iloly Spirit is ready to help the
carnest secker !

3. That prompt faith works speedy relief?

4, That the preached word is the safe remedy for
questions of doubt !

5. That opportunity for preaching Christ is open
to those who seek it?

Hints for Home Siudy.
Find ‘“the place of the Seripturc which he
read,” and compare it with verses 82, 33.
Look carefully at verses 27, 25, 80, 31, and tell

what reason you find to suppose that this Ethi-
opian was secking salvation.
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QUESTIO’NS FOR |mmDIATE Who is mentioned ss the first , srson in Berip.
ture story who baptized people?

SCHOLARS.

1. A Bible Student, V. 26-30,
Where was Philip bidden to got
Wiho gave him this command
What did Philip do?
With what official did he meet 1
How was the eunuch engaged !
What command was given to Philipt
What shows Philip’s prompt obedience !
What question did he ask !
2. A Bible Teacher, V. 81-85.
What was the eunuch’s reply to Philipt
What invitation did he give
What Seripture was he reading !
What questions did he ask about it?
How did Philip explain the passage
What is the true spirit of all propheey  (Rev.
19. 10.)
3. A Happy Believer, V. 36-40.
As they journeyed what did the eunuch ask ¢
What was Philip’s reply !
What command was given {
What did Philip thendo
After being baptized where did the eunuch gol
What happened to Philip 1
Where did he find himself t
Where did he go?
What did he do?
What possession has every believer{ (BOLDEN
TexT.)
Teachings of the Lesson.
What are we tuught in this lesson alout—
1. The duty of a Bible scholar?
2, The privilege of & Bible teacher
3. The joy of & Christiun believer {

Home Work for Young Bereans.
What queen came from & rich southern country
to visit Solomon ¥
Can you find a story in
tle Paul tells a juiler how to be saved !

Acts in which the apos-

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who had been preaching in Samaria ! Philip,

Where did an sngel of the Lord tell him to go
nat? To Gaza.

Whom did he meet as he went? Am Ethioe
pian nobleman.

For what did the Ethiopian come to Jerusalem

To worship.

What did the Holy Spirit tell Philip to do? To
go near the chariot.

Who can hear what the Spirit says? Those
who listen.

What book was the nobleman rending? The

Bible.
What pir of the Bible was he reading? What

Asaizh swid about Jesus.
What did Philip ask him? If he understood

it.
What did the nobleman ask Philip to do? To

teach him.
What did Philip then tell him? Hew Jesus

lived and died.
What did the nobleman ask? To be baptized.
What did he want to declarel His faith in

Jesus.
Where was Philip then sent? To Azotus.

How did the noblemun go on his way ! Ree

joicing.
Who have a right to rejoicel Believers in

Jesus.
Words with Little People.

Iow can achild work for Jesus !
As Philip did: Listen for the Spirit's voice
Obey quickly. Obey exnctly. Obey lovingly.

Whisper Pledge.

« lis voice will we obey.”

BXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Another step in the progr
Samaritans had been
the body of Christ.
seck n new field of labe

mand. He bids farewell to the disciples of Smmaria, an
past Jerusalem, past Hebron, and at last stands upon the desert
d of dust rolling toward him.  As it draws nearer ho can see the
rses and the rattle of wheels. Soon appears a black man of

the foothills of the mountain region,
plain. In the distance appears & clou
glitter of arms and hear the prancing ho

noble mien, sitting in his chariot, bending over a roll of the prophet Isaiah,

Acting npon an jmpulse from on high, Philip

Christ’s sufferings read he boldly asks the reader, ' Do you un
eager Ethiopian bids the etranger seat himself in his chariot, and interp

text before him Philip points the str:
Faith leaps up in the nobleman’s heart

ess of Christianity from & Jewish sect to a world-religion was soon made,
baptized, and now & foreigner from a distant Jand was admitted to membership in
Philip, in the full tide of success in Samaria, i suddenly bidden by the Spirit to
»r on the border of the desert. Without hesitation he obeys the strange com=

d turns his face southward. He journeys along

in which he reads intently.
draws near, and as he hears the prophetic story of
derstand what you are reading?” The
ret to him the word, From the

anger’s thoughts toward Jesus, and tells him the Gospel story.
as he listens, and his heart 1s won to the service of Ohvist. By
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o stream side the chariot halts at its master’s command, and in the presence of the assembled caravan
the Ethiopian treasurer puts on the profession of Christ Jesus by baptism. At the bank the two are
suddenly parted, Philip to journey along the shore northward, pweaching the Gospel, the man of
Ethiopia to travel to the Nile, and up its stream a thousand miles homeward, joyful in his new

experience.

verse 36. The amgel. Revised Version,
« An angel.” Visibly appearing, and not in a
dream. In those foundation days of the Chureh,
upon which all history was depending, such super-
natural manifestations were to be expected. Unto
Philip. Oneof theseven * deacons,” uy this time
in Sumaria, where he had founded the Church.
He was apparently a man of hearty, warm nature,
prompt to obey the divine call, and faithful in la-
bor. Go toward the south. The region south
of Samaria, where he then was, Unto the way.
The pnrt'lculur path is specified, because there he
was to meet & particular person, (1) Zhus docs di-
vine providence both direct the worker and prepare
Jiswork, From Jerusalem. In reaching this
road his most direct course would be wes, of Jeru-
salem, along the edge of the Shefelah, or low hills,
The rosd may have been that through He-
bron, which passes along the border of the desert.
Unto Gaza. A veryancient city on the maritime
plain, the southernmost point of Palestine. It was
the scene of Samson’s exploits, and still remains a
place of sixteen thousand inhabitants, Which is
desert. The road, not the city, thus deseribed as
o direction to Philip. Such a road would give op~
portunities of private meditation and conver-
sation.

27, Arose and went, Though the command,
# strange one, Was given without a reason, yet the
evangelist obeyed it promptly. (2) Those who
wold do God's work must be submissive to kis will.
A man of Ethiopia, The land south of Egypt,
embracing what is now Nubia and Abyssinia. Its
people were black and of large stature, This man
was prolmhly a native who had become a wor-
shiper of God, such as were called by the Jews
“ proselytes of the gate.” A eunuch. The
eunuchs were men who had been mutilated for
service in the care of the women of the palace,
thongh the term is often applied to officers in the
court, Candace queen of the Ethiopians,
This was the title of the queens of Meroé, in north-
ern Ethiopia, as Pharaoh had been that of the
kings of Egypt. Charge of all her treasure.
A position of high trust and responsibility, es-
pecially in the East, where the checks upon fraud
are few and peculation is common. Had come
to Jerusalem. A journey of thirteen hundred
miles, over rough and dangerous roads, and in a
heavy chariot, requiring a large retinue and guard,
Toworship. Though a public man he found time
0 worship God. (8) An example to all men in
Businews and pudlic life. (4) How much trouble this

man was willing to take for the privilege of worship
in God's house!

28. Was returning. His route lay through
the border of the desert to Gaza, thence along the
seashore to Egypt, thence up the Nile to his home,
His chariet. A low, two-wheeled wagon with-
out springs, open in the rear, with seat for the
rider, while the driver stood. Read Esaias.
The prophet Isaiah. He may have purchased the
roll in Jerusalem, and have been then reading it for
the first time. (5) Z%e best companion for the trav-
eler is the word of God.

29, 30, The Spirit said, By a special m-
ward prompting. But it was alse in accord with a
sound and intelligent Christian judgment that
here was an opportunity to do good, Join thye
self. Walk beside the chariot and seck acquaint-
ance with its occupant, Philip ran. Showing
promptness and alacrity in obeying the guidance
of the Spirit. Fleard him read, The orientals
always read aloud and with full voice. Undere
standest thou. These words, the only re-
corded utterance of Philip, contain a pleasant,
half-humorous play upon words, which cannot be
translated, like “ Do you heed what you read 87
(6) He that would win a soul has need of wisdom
and tact,

31, 32, 33. Hew can I. Not every noble-
man would thus admit his ignorance and ask for
guidance. He desired Philip. Showing a
spirit lowly and teachable, and a sineere interest
in the truth, Sit with him. That they might
more readily converse together. The place ofthe
Seripture. Nomore suggestive place in the word
could have been found than this in Isa. 53, about
the sufferings and atoning death of the Redeemer,
and written seven centuries before the events
which it describes. Led as a sheep, The
picture of the meek and suffering Saviour would
at once arise to Philip’s mind as he heard these
sentences read. Im his humiliation, In the
depth of his abasement. His judgment, * Jus-
tice was denied him,” is the meaning of this
clause. Declare his generation. * Who will
relate his life, thus prematurely cut short?"

34, 35. Answered. Addressed, or opened
the conversation. Of whom speaketh. All
the earlier Jewish writers regarded this as pro-
phetic of the Messiah; but after the Christian
era, perceiving its force as applying to Jesus,
they began to adopt other methods of interpreta-
tion. Opened his mouth, An expression in-
dicating the beginning of a discourse somewhat

\
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formal. Began at the same Scripture. At :
the words of the prophet, which pointed directly |
to Christ. Preached . « « Jesus. Literally,
& announced the glad tidings, Jesus.”

36. Asthey went, Discoursing of Jesus, of
whom the nobleman may have heard during his
visit to Jerusalem. A certain water. Sup- |
posed to be the spring in the Wady-el-ITasey, but
not with certainty. See, here is water.
Rather, *Sce! water!” as if glad at its sudden
appearance. What doth hinder me. Show- ‘
ing promptness in the acceptance of Christ, and
willingness to make a publie confession. To be
baptized. Philip must have already explained
the Christian system in its ordinances us well as
its doctrines.

37. [This verse is omitted in Revised Version,
not being in the best ancient manuseripts, But
its sentiments are in accord with the Gospel.]
Believest. Having fuith, not only in the truth
of the Gospel, but in the personal Christ. Thine
heart. The saving faith is the affiance or uceept-
ance of the heart, as well as the credence of the
mind. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. A
whole body of divinity in a sentence—the Mes-
sinhship of Jesus, his divinity, and, taken in con-
pection with the passage he had been reading, his
stoning death.

38. Commanded the chariot. At the
pobleman’s word the entire retinue pauses by the

bank of the stream, and all are witnesses of the
vow. They went down, Descending froy
the chariot down the steep banks and into the
water, He baptized him, Whether by sprink.
ling, pouring, or immersion is not stated, as it
would have been if the saered writer had deemed
the method all important. It cannot be rightly
inferred that énfo the water means under it.

39, Caught away Philip. Perhaps by giv
ing a sudden impulse to depart; perhaps (as the
expression suggests but does not demand) by g
supernatural disappearance, Saw him no more,
(7Y He who has the word, an enlightened experience,
and asincere desire for the truth can dispense with q
human guide. On his way rejoicing. Not
sorrowing at the separation, but glad in his new.
found treasure,

40, At Azotns, The ancient Ashdod, on the
plain by the sca, Passing through. Follow.
ing the line of the coast northward, Preached
in all the cities. Perhups Ekron, Joppa, and
Lydda, mmong others, At the last two we find the
traces of his presence in the next chapter.  To
Cesaren. South of Mount Carmel, on the pliin
of Sharon. It was the Roman capital of Pales.
tine. Tlere, twenty years after, Philip met his old.
time persceutor, Saul, now the apostle Paul (Acts
a1, 8). (8) Baptiom is the outward visible sign or
symbol of the Holy Spirit's work in the tnward
apiritual baptism,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 26. The way that goeth down
from Jerusalem unto Gaza: the same is
desert, Gaza shares with Damascus the dis-
tinetion of being mentioned both in Gen. 10. 19,
and in the Acts. Its location near the sca and the
border of the desert on the route of the great cara~
vans between Egypt and the Eustern empires as-
sured its greatness, Its name, menning ** Strong-
hold,” is most appropriate to its situation and
early history. It was one of the five chief cities of the
warlike Philistines, and was especially prominent
in the lifetime of Samson.  Its location in the path
of great military expeditions accounts for many of
its vicissitudes. For five months it resisted the
siege of Alexander the Great. The Jewish king
Alexander Jannalus destroyed it about onc hun-
dred years before Christ, but it was rebuilt by the
Roman geuorul Gabinius some forty ‘years later.
Josephus says it was demolished near the begin-
ning of the Jewish War ( Warsii, 18.1). It is now
called Ghuzzeh, and contains some sixteen thou-~
sand inhabitants, The eritical question involved
concerns the application of the clause, “ the same
is desert.” Some think these are words of Luke,
and refer to Gaza. They would then indicate the
date of his writing, that is, the time of the Jewish
War, when Gaza was lying desolate. But this is

an unnatural interpretation, as a reference to the
contemporary condition of Gaza has no particular
connection with the events narrated. It is much
better to regard the words as spoken by the angel,
who thus indicates to Philip the particular rov]
which he is to take. At lcast three rouds lead from
Jerusalem to Gaza, and this deseription applies to
the southernmost, which passed through Eleuther-
opolis. Along this route the country wus most cx-
posed to lostile und marauding incursions and
was for long intervals ¢ desert,” that is, uninhal-
ited. Dr. Robinson in journeying ov-ir this road
& gould not but remark the coincidence of several
circumstances with the account of the eunuch’s
baptism.”  Among other things ha saw near Tell-
cl-1lasy *“the water standing along the bottom of
the adjacent wady " (Biblical Researches ii, 641).

27. Candace. This nama was apparently &
regular title of the Ethiopiun queens at that time.
See Mliny, Natural History Vi, 35. It may be

compared to the names of Pharaoh and Ptolemy as
used in Egypt at different periods, and to the title
of Cwsar adopted by the Roman emperors. Eu-
sebius, in the fourth century, writes: * Ethiopia
cven to the present day is ruled, according to an-
cestral custom, by & woman.”

32. The place of the scripture. This
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rendering has some support, but the more prob-

able translation is, “ the contents of the [passage
of| Seripture.” See verse 85 und 1 Peter 2. 6.
He was led, cte. The Ethiopian eunuch
proved by his journey to Jerusalem that he wus a
worshiper of the true God and must have been at
Jeast a *‘proselyte of the gate.” e probably
found peculiar satisfuction in the promises to such
as he in the writings of Isainh.  Sce especially
56, . Riding in his chariot on the homeward
journey he read aloud the great seer's glorious
words, It seems most likely that he had in Jeru-
salem heard something of Jesus. The words of
the propheey as given by Luke are identical with
those found in the Greek translation, called the
Septuagint, which was widely used in Egypt. By
turning to Isa. 53, 7, 8, in the Revised Version, one
can sce quite clearly what are the variations of the
Greek  translation from the original Hebrew.
Those in verse 82 are very slight.

33. In his humiliation his judgment was
taken away, Although in different words, this
expresses the idea of the Hebrew sentence trans-
luted, * By oppression and judgment he was tauken
away."” The latter refers direetly to his removal
from life ; the former to the injustice involved in
his sentence.  His generation who shall de-
clare? This may mean, *“ Who shall deseribe
the wickedness his contemporaries manifested ¢
or, * Who shall declare his posterity ¢ that is, be-
cause his spiritual descendants ghall be so numer-
ous, See Isa, 53. 115 Phil. 2, 10, The correspond-
ing passuge in the Iebrew is confessedly difficult
and obscure. The text of the Revised Version
yiclds o meaning similar to the former of the expla-
nations given above. Ilis generation was wickedly
meonsiderate and thoughtless. The Iebrew words
seem capable also of an interpretation equivalent
to the latter explanation of the Greek above,
«Who shall recount his generation?” that is,
those who are like-minded with him, For this use
of the word rendered * generation,” sce Psa, 14
5: 112, 2; Prov. 80. 11-14.

37. This verse is properly omitted from the Re-
vised Version. It is not found in the best and
most aneient manuseripts and versions, It was

quite likely a comment written upon the margin of |

an carly copy, and thus found its way into the text.
It is interesting as giving an ancient baptismal
formula.

40. Philip was found at Azotus. This
expression, in connection with thut of the preced-
ing verse, * The Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip,” indicates a miraculous removal of the
evangelist from the eunuch’s chariot to Azotus
(Ashdod), a city some twenty miles from Guza.
See 1 Kings 18, 125 2Kings 2. 16, The village on
the site of Ashdod is now called Esduch. Crese
area. Some fifty miles farther north, where,

twenty years later, Paul and Luke visited him in
his own house and doubtless heard this story from
his own lips,

* The Lesson Council.
Question 2. Do the New Testament sanction
any particular method of baptism ?
Baptism is a badge of Christian discipleship and
is the rite of initintion into the Christian Church.

| The manner of the administration of baptism to

the eunuch by Philip is clearly tuught in the sim-
ple, obvious meaning of the language employed,in
the narrative itself. They went down (the oppo-
site of up) both into (erg, Greek preposition for in,
to, into, near to, toward) the water ; that is to say,
they both went down the pathway or road to, or
into, the water-edge, ete. There is no command
given in the New Testament concerning any par-
ticular method of baptism j but the circumstances
connected with the administration of baptism as
recorded in the New Testament are all in favor of
sprinkling or pouring. The great masters of the
Greek language define baptizo to mean, ‘“to im-
merse,” *to wash,” ¢ to sprinkle,” *‘ to moisten,”
or *to wet.”

1. The Greek word baptizo is not conclusive. In
general it stands for washing or purification, and
as an initiatory rite of the Christian Church sig-
nifies the use of water as a sign of spiritual cleans-
ing. 2. There is but little ground for doubt, how-
ever, that the usual custom in apostolic times was
immersion.  When Christ commanded his follow-
ers to teach and disciple all nations, ** baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost,” no explanation of the
mode intended being given, the usual method em-
ployed by the Jews in prosclyte baptism would
certainly have been understood, which was un-
questionably dipping. 8. That immersion was the
customary mode of baptism employed by the
upostles and the first Christians, but that it was
not considered by them to be the essential or only
legitimate method, is shown by The Teackings of
the Apostles, n document that belongs to the first
quarter of the second century. written possibly in
the times of some of the aposties themselves,
This gives us certain knowledge of the views and
practice of the Church at the first on this subjeet.
It suys: * Concerning” baptism, thus baptize ye,
having uttered all these things, baptize into the
name of the Father, and of (hc‘ﬁnn, and of the
Holy Ghost, in living water. But if thou hast not
running water, buptize into other water, and if
thou canst not in cold, in warm. And if thou hast
neither, pour out water upon the head thrice,”’—
J. T. McFarland, D.D.

The New Testament does not state in what way
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baptism should be administered. The Chureh ‘
practices dipping, pouring, and sprinkling as valid
baptism. Those Christians who hold that there is |
no baptism without immersion rest their arguments
almost entirely on their conception of the meaning
of afew Greek words.  But nowhere, in our hnglirh
New Testament, is * baptize” translated * im-
merse.” The following are some of the reasons:
Now Testament Greek does not require it ; the his-
tory of the Church does not require it; the nature
of Christianity does not require it; the judgment
of Christian scholarship docs not require it} and,
above all, the fact that the baptism of the Holy
Ghost is by pouring scems to forbid it.— Thomas
llaqﬁ-nl, B.D.

Tt seems to be plain that it does not. If we ad-
mit that it teaches immersion as one form, then |
the symbols of the * pouring out of the Holy |
Ghost” and of the * sprinkling of clean water” |
seom to suggest the application of water in similar
forms in the sacrament of baptism, as other
methods., Add to this, what seems to be very
evident, namely, that Paul was baptized ¢ in the
house of Judas,” and that the jailer * and all his
family were baptized in the juil, and the most ob-
vious conclusion would not be that they were im-
mersed.  On the day of Pentecost there were prob-
ably upward of three thousand baptized. Would
it not be a physical impossibility to baptize o
many in one day unless by some form other than
jmmersion? The representations of baptism as
xeen in the catacombs plainly indicate more thun
one form practiced at that time, while The Teachings
of the Apostles scts forth forms other than by im=
mersion.

Some texts seem to favor immersion, but do not
prove that it is the only way. The same is true of
sprinkling. The arguments against each other of
those who believe exclusively in immersion, and of
those who believe exclusively in sprinkling, do no
more than to sustain the negative position that the
opposite method is not entitled to be considered
the only correct one. The fact that Philip and the
Fthiopian went ‘‘ down into the water” is no sat-
isfactory evidence as to how the water was applicd
to them in haptism.

Analytical and Bihlical Outline.
A Sincere Seeker After Ged.

1. A NonLe SEERER
Of great anthority . v. 27.
# Not many noble.” 1 Cor. 1. 26.
« Princes. . . .shall worship.” Isa. 40. 7.
11. A DILIGENT SEEKER.
Had come. . . .to worship. v. 27,
«From beyond the river.” Zeph. 8. 10.

« Gentiles shall come.” Isa. 60. 3.

[Sept. 11.

111 A Stvptovs SEEKER.
Read Esaias the prophet. v. 28.
t Search the Scriptures.” John 5. 39.
« Profitable for doctrine.” 2 Tim. 8. 16,
IV. A HuMsLE SEEKER.
Some man.. .. .guide me, v. 81,
« Blossed are the meck.” Matt. b. 5.
t The meek will he teach.” Psa. 25. 0.
V. A WiLLING SEEKER.
What doth hinder mel v. 86.
“ Be baptized.” Acts 22. 16.
t Repent, and be Dbaptized.” Acts 2. 35.
V1. A BELIEVING SEEKER.
1 believe. .. Jesua Christ. v. 87,
« With the heart.” Rom. 10. 10
¢ Shalt be saved.” Acts 16. 31

Thoughts for Young People.
The Winner of Souls,

1. He that would win souls to Christ must be
quick to apprehend and prompt to obey the direc-
tions of the Spirit in his work. (Verses 26,27.)

2, Hethat would win souls must watch forthem
both in the crowd of the city and in the solitude of
the wilderness. (Verse 20.)

8. He that would win gouls must be aggressive,
not waiting to be asked, but esger to point to the
way of life. (Verse 30.)

4. He that would win sou. must he wise and
skillful in his methods of approach to souls.
(Verse 80.)

§. e that would win souls must be a master of
Seripture, able to see Christ upon cvery page.
(Verse 85.)

6. He that would win gonls must guide the in-
quirer to a dircet und personal faith in Christ.
(Verse 87.)

7. He that would win souls must he careful to
keep Christ in the front, and himself out of sight.
(Verse 30.)

8, Ie that would win souls must sow beside all
waters, and everywhere preach Jesus, (Verse 40.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

A man in his stately chariot is going south, His
very swarthy features show that his home is nearer
the equator than is Judea. To get to his home he
must go all the way to Ethiopia. Ile is a great
man there, He has the care of Quecn Candace's
shining treasures.

He has just come from Jerusalem, He has vis-
ited the temple. e has witnessed its eluborate
ritual, seen the priests going to the great altar, and
the smoke rolling up from the kindred offerings.
e has heard the chorus of aseription ascending
from the many singers to God, * Praise ye the
Lord!” All his thought was a fervent echo to the
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song, for he went to the holy city not as a curious
gisitor, but as a sincere worshiper.

And yet he is not satisfied. He did not take
away & lightened heart from those altars of offer-
ing and praise. O for some positive assurance
that his sins have been forgiven, that this burden
niuht be lifted up and rolled away like the altar
cmoke vanishing forever !

Busily thinking s he speedsalongin his chariot,
Le pulls out & seroll, unrolls it, and reads among
the beautiful prophecies. Someone as a sheep is
to be led to the slaughter, and who is it, and why ?
What does it mean? He wishes that someone
would place a light behind the prophecy and flush
out its meaning.

But who is that traveler by the side of the road ?
A man on foot, a stranger, and yet he has an in-
tent look, as if he would like to make the acquaint-
ance of Candace’s treasurer. Indeed, the story of
this stranger’s journey would deeply interest one. |
He heard a voice, saying, **Arise and go toward the |
gouth ! .

And here is the man in the road. He now hears
a bidding to go to that man in the chariot.

What! this man riding off in pomp! Why, it
would not be seemly.

Go!

But he is a stranger.

Go!

His need 1s a mystery, and who can solve it?

Go!

And there he goes, running quickly up to that
rolling chariot, and calling out, ** Understandest |
thou what thou readest { "

Candace’s treasurer looks up, stops his chariot, |
and wants to know how it is possible without a
guide. Will not the stranger come up into the
chariot ?

Forward he steps, and side by side they roll off,
Candace’s great treasurer and the apostle Philip.
The roll of the prophecy is examined. O what an
opportunity Philip has to exalt and bring near that
Master whom he has brought close to the hearts of |
so many Samaritans! His eye kindles. His |
tongue is loosed.  He takes away the veil hiding |
the meaning of the old prophecy, and out of all
mistiness and uncertainty steps the Lord Jesus
Christ! Heis the sheep led to the slaughter. e
is the lamb dumb before his shearer. He is the
world’s sacrifice, typified at Jerusalem’s altars,
but not found there. He is the sinner’s hope, the
penitent’s assurance.

O how the heart of Candace’s treasurer stirs
with hope, and every affection goes out to that re-
veled Saviour.  He would acknowledge Jesus as
Master, confess him as Lord, submit himself in
loving allegianee.

Butlook! What is that flashing by the road-
side? Water? Then Candace's treasurer would
be baptized. The chariot is stopped. The two !

men alight. Impressive scene! Under the bend-
ing blue sky, in that sacred isolation, the twomen
all alone and side by side, Philip's voice breaks
the stillness and he utters the reverent words, * In
the name of the Father, the Son, and the IHoly
Ghost,” us he administers the solemn sacrament.
Soon the chariot is rolling away again, and in it
is no longer just Candace’s great treasurer and a
late worshiper at Jerusalem's unsatisfying altars,
but a loving, loyal, exultant disciple of Jesus

: on his way to that land of the sun, distant

Ethiopia.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

—41'ehold a man of Ethiopia,” says verse 10.
The Africans who have molded the Church of
Christ are many. Mr. Robert C of the British
Museum, has just issued a work on Afriea, which
contains the following dedication, which will illus-
trate our statement :

“To the memory of Simon of Cyrene, the first
African eross-bearer ; the eunuch of Ethiopia, the
first African who was baptized ; Apollo of Alex-
andria, the first African mighty in the Seriptures;
Cyprian and Augustine, the first men, and Kutha-
rina, Felicitas, and Perpetua, the first women, who
died for Christ in Africa; Frumentius, the first
translator of God’s word into a language of
Africa; and that great ammy of martyrs, evangel-
ists, and philanthropists who, just as the trans-
lator renders a word wto vocables and synibols

| intelligible to the ear of each African tribe, so by

their lives, their utterances, and manner of dying
translated into symbols intelligible to the hearts
of the poor African the great, the eternal, and all-
sufficient truth that Jesus Clirist died on the eross
for the salvation of the whole human race.”

—4 See, here is water,"” suid this African treasur-
er of state, * what doth hinder me to be baptized ¢
There is such a fumine of water prevalent in parts
of India this year that the Baptist missionaries
have been obliged to postpone the immersion of
converts till the rains shall relieve the situation.
A noble Jewess has recently died in Jerusalem,
Mrs. Joseph Wise, whose husband when dying
made her promise to go to Jerusalem to devote the
rest of her life to helping the poor and sick Jews
who resort there. Her son is rabbi of the tem-
ple on Sixty-third Street, New York. One of the
first acts of Mrs. Wise on reaehing the holy eity
was to spend all the money her husband left her
for a great cistern, with which she supplied water
to the poor. Mrs. Wise was buried on the Mount,
of Olives by the * Keepers of the Western Wall,”
the only part of the wall of Jerusalem left when
the city was destroyed by the Romans in A. D. 70,
koown now as the Weeping Wall, or the Wailing
Place.
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By Way of Illustration.
Do you want help and guidance in
Then be willing to be guided. |
Those only are capable to teach others who are |
themselves led and taught of God. A deaf child
ix of necessity a dumb child. If you would speak ‘
to men, listen first for God’s voice of guic
Dr. J. T. Beckley.

« Ile arose and went.”
sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15. 22). Luther said, T would
rather obey than work miracles.”

Verse 26.
“Christian work ?

Ferses 27, 25, This man was an earnest seeker.
He had taken a journey of thirteen hundred miles
over rough and dangerous T yads to take part in a
religious service which he but purtially under-
stood.

In 1882 four Indians of the Flathead tribe, living
on the Pacific coast, crossed the Rocky Mountains,
and traversing three thousand miles of intervening

wilderness uppeared at St. Louis. They had been

.gent by their nation to inquire about the white |

man’s God and the book that revealed him, of
both of which they had heard from a trapper and
hunter who had witnessed some of their pagan
rites, and told them that they were wrong in their
worship, and that fur to the east the white man had
a book that revealed the true God. Two of the
Indians, worn out with the long journey, died in
§t. Louis. The zeal of these Indians aroused so
much interest thata mission was at onee orgunized
to send the Gospel beyond the Rocky Mountains,
—Dr. J. M. Reid.

Verse 28. When Mr. Stanley, the great African
.explorer, was about to start on his long journey
&ir William MacKinnon said to him: Now I want

to give you something, but I would like you to | er first

choose for yourself. T shall have the utmost pleas-
ure in presenting you with anything you like.”
Stanley replied, * Give me o Bible.” The desired
gift was soon in his possession, and Stanley asserts
that during the two years of his absence in the Af-
rican wilds he read the Bible through three times.

— The Quiver.

« 8tudy to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” That should be your
motto. God has not yrmn'mwl to bless anything to
the conviction and salvation of men but his own
holy word,  *The words,” said Jesus, thut T
speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.”
You will not grow in grace any faster than you do
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.—
Evangelist Munhall.

Verses 82-84.  * The New Testament is enfolded

in the O1d ; the O1d Testament is unfolded in the
New.” St. Augustine’s famous statement is:

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER.

“To obey is better than ‘
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e ———————
«The New Testament is latent in the O1d, the Old

is patent in the New.”

Verses 86-88. Action must accompany belief,
“ Repent and be baptized.” ¢ If thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised

lance.— \ him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”

If a drowning man sees a rope thrown out to
rescue him, he must lay hold of it; and in order
to do it he must let go everything else. If a man
s sick, he must take the medicine, for simply
Jooking at it will not cure him. A knowledge of
Chyist will not help the inquirer unless he takes
hold of hiim as his only hope. The bitten Israel-

| ites might have believed that the serpent was

lifted up ; but unless they had looked they would

not have lived.—Moody.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Draw a rough map of Palestine, showing moun.

| tain region and seacoast; locate upon it Samaria,

Jerusalem, Tlcbron, Guza, Joppa, and Cesarea, and
trace Philip's journey from Sumaria, and the Ethi-
opian’s journey from Jerusalem. ... Keep in mind
and develop two lines of thought : (1) Philip as the
example of a Christian worker. (See ¢ Thoughtsfor
Young People.””) (2) The Ethiopian as an example
of the sincere seeker after God. (See ¢ Analytical
and Biblical Outline.”)....What is here taught
concerning: (1) The direction of the Holy Spirit?
(2) The providence of God? (3) The duty to work
for souls? (4)The study of the 0ld Testament}
(5) The profession of faith in Christ?.. .. JLLUsTRA-
roxs,  Verses 268, 27: When William C. Burns of-
fered to go as o missionary to China he was asked,
«When will yeu be ready to sail 7" He answered,
“To-morrow.” ** But you wish to see your moth-
1 can write her a letter; that is
the better way."” ..., Verses 27, 28: A Chinese man
in an interior village walked two hundred and fifty
miles, carrying a leaf from the New Testament, to
find the missionary who could explain it to him,
... Verse 85: From every city in the Roman Em-
pire there was a road to Rome; so from every
sentence of Seripture to Christ.

1 WN

References.
Ver. 28: Reading aloud, £27....
Fosten's CyoLorepia. Prose, 200, 201, 5854, 6722,
6720, 10251,  Ver. 27: Poctieal, 8886, Ver. 35;
Prose, 5224, 5235, 4615, 4607, 4002, 3487-8201, 1962,

FREEMAN.

Primary and Intermediate.

Lrssox Troveur, Always Ready.

Review. Who was Philipt What was his
work? Where was he sent to work? [Let some
child tell how the Samaritans received the good
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pews. Call upon another to tell about Simon,
and still another to recall the practical teach-

ings of the lesson. Do not form the habit of
depending upon the quickest, brightest children
for reviews, but make the most quiet and timid to
feel that something is expected of them. We
should seck in every way to enlist the help of the
children in storing away the great truths which
we trust are building a ¢ wall of defense” around
young hearts.]

Plackboard.  [Procure and pin to the black-

bourd as large and good a picture as possible of an

ancient chariot.  Have ready also for use a seroll,
10 show how the Scriptures were written in those
di

To be taught: 1. That God is in the desert
places. 2. That he has work for his children
everywhere. 8. That he honors quick obedience,
4. That he sends help to those who look for him.

1. Philip had been preaching in a city where
erowds of people came to hear him. They were
made glad by his word. They loved him for
coming to tell them about Jesus. But now all
was changed. An angel told him to leave this
pleasant work and go down to Gaza by a lonely,
desert way. Philip did not ask why. He obeyed
at once. This is the way our Father wants all
his children to obey him mnow. May be you
think it is not pleasant to go in a hard, lonely way.

There was once a little girl who was taken
from her happy home and carried to a strange
land, among strange people who knew nothing of
the God she had been taught to love and serve.
She became a little slave girl in a new, strange
home. Do you not think this was a *desert
place?” But God was there, and gave his little
servant a large and beautiful work to do for him.
8o he will honor us if, like Philip and Naaman’s
Jittle muid, we patiently and lovingly obey his

voice, go where he sends us, and expeet him to be |

with us even in the hardest and loieliest places.

2. [Show picture of chariot.]
beautiful chariot. A richly dressed man sat in it
reading. He had been to Jerusalem to worship
God, and was going home now. A great many
soldiers and servants were with him,

Fhilip saw a |

To take |

| him to listen and learn.

this journey to worship God this man of Ethiopia |

had to ride thirteen hundred miles.
have been in earnest to know about God! Do

He must |

you know any child who wants to stay away from |

church or Sunday school because it is too hot or
too cold, or the walk is too long? If you do, tell
him about the Ethiopian,

Here was Philip’s work! The Holy Spirit in
his heart told him so, and told him what to do.
Right here, in this lonely desert place, God had
work for Philip to do. And just so we shall find
work wherever we go, if we are Jesus's true serv-
ants,

3. [Open the largest Bible
you have to the fifty-third
chapter of Isaiah. Show the
seroll, and tell that this was
| the kind of Bible they had in
| those days, and that the
| Ethiopian nobleman was
. reading this very chapter
that day so long ago.]

He did not understand it. He needed to have
some one explain it to him. And here came
Philip, all ready to explain it to him, away, here
in this desert place! Do you think he would lis-
ten? Yes, for God’s Spirit spoke to him as well
as to Philip. To Philip the Spirit said, * Go and
teach.” To the Ethiopian itesaid, ‘‘Listen and
learn.”

Does the same Holy Spirit speak to us now?
Yes; he tells good people who know Jesus to go
and teach, and he tells those who do not yet know
Philip and the nobleman
both obeyed right away, and God showed that he
was pleased with their quick obedience by giving
each of them just what he wanted most.

4. What is Sunday school for? [Try and help
children see why they go to church and Sunday
school. Many have never thought anything
about it, but come because they are sent. Others
like to come to meet the other children. Help the
children see that God wants them to come to
learn about Jesus—his life and death for us, He
sends teachers, as he sent Philip to the nobleman.
Sing, * Praise him for our teachers dear.” He
has put it into the hearts of good people to start the
Sunday school. Sing, * Praise him for the Sab-
bath school.” ]

[Impress upon the little hearts that as God sent
help to the nobleman when he saw he really
wanted i*, so he does to his children now who are
really wanting to learn the truth about Jesus.]

Blackhoard.

STEP BY STEP TO THE KINGDOM

SEEKING
PREACHING
FINDING

gsU°

4 FINDING

STL
I WORSHIPING: IGNORANTLY
HEATHENDOM

SveerstioN ¥or BraokBoArDp TALE.—Commence
by asking who ure the persons mentioned in the
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Jesson, and then the places. Point to the top line.
Al read, “ Step by step to the kingdom.” Who
took these steps? A man from Ethiopia. Who
thelped him upi Philip. Spenk first about Philip,
who eame with helping hand. He was a willing
worker, obedient and prompt. 1f he had not been |
prompt he would have missed his opportunity. |
He aecepted things as they were, and preached Je- |
sus without any long preamble or complaint about
his surroundings, Iledid not care whether he was
in & hundred thousand dollar church or a ten dol-
Jar chariot, just so he made the trath plain, and he
evidently had a warm heart and good eommon
gense, knowing how to approach a seeker, and
what to say to him.

Tae Sgexer,—First, he was from heathendom.
His first step toward the kingdom was to go to Je-
rusalem to worship, but he was ignorant. His next
step was to study God’s word. Thatis as far ashe
got when Philip the preacher came along, and he
helped him up the next step by preaching Jesus to
him ; so the man beeame the seeker. The last step
is fimding Jesus ; he just accepted the truth that
Christ was his personal Saviour, and thus believing
he was baptized and blessed.

Suamary.—A lost one seeking Jesus; o disci-
ple preaching Jesus, and the secker finding Jesus.

OPTIONAL RYMNS,
No. 1.

Father, T stretch my hands to thee.
TLord, I hear of showers of blessings.
Jesus, my Lord, to thee I ery.

1 heard the voice of Jesus say.

1Mo leadeth me! O blessed thought.
All iy doubts 1 give to Jesus.

No. 2.
Sweet is the work, O Lord.
Thou Son of God, my inmost soul.
There is a name I love to hear.
I bring my sins to thee.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed.

‘The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

3. Whom did Philip meet in the desert? Am
Ethiopian nobleman.
8. Whut was the Ethiopian doing when Philip
met him ! Meading the Seriptures.

3. What did Philip say to him!? ¢ Unders
standest theu what thou readest ¥

4. What didhe ask Philip to do? To show
him the mesuing.

5. What did Philip then.do? Fle preached
Jesus to him. ;

8. How did the Ethiopian receive Philip's
preaching? e believed in Jesus.

CATECHASM QUESTLON.
94, What wasthe Spisit's work sa to the person of Jesus?
He brought into being the human nature of our Lord,
#» that Fe was born without sin ; and gave to Him as the
Cheist (or the Anointed) wisdom and gwace without meas-
ure for His redeeming work.

—p >

THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW.

Sept. 18.

HOME READINGS.
M. The descent of the Spirit. Acts 2. 1-12
Tu. The first Christian Church, Acts 2. 87-47.
. The lame man healed, Acts 3. 1-16.
Th. Peter and John before the couneil.

Acts 4, 1-18,

F. Ananias and Sapphira,  Aets 5. 1-11.
S. The apostles persecuted. Acts 5. 2541,
8. Philip at Smmaria.  Acts 8. 5-25,

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR
STUDENTS.
DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY.
I. Repeat the TirLes and Gorpex Texts for the
quarter.
1L State the Doctrinal Suggestions, and show
their relation to each lesson.
IT1. Show in the lessons the rise and progress
of the Christian Church among the Jews
1. Waiting for the Spirit.
92, Receiving the Spirit.
3. Power through the Spirit.
4, Tlealing by the name.
5. Proclaiming the name.
6. Defending the name.
1 7. Purified from falsehood.
¢. Suffering for the name.
9. Loyalty to duty.
10. Helping the needy.
11. Dying for the truth,
1V. Show how the lessons present the following
practical duties:
1. Preparation for work.
| 2, United prayer.
‘ 3. Repentance,
4, Helping the helpless.
5. Courageous witnessing.
6. Confessing Christ.
\ 7. Truthfulness.
8. Prayer in trouble.
2 0. Cleaving to the right.
10. Providing for needy believers,
11. Forgiveness of injuries,
V. Indicate the lessons which contuin the follow-
ing scenes:
A group on a mountainside gazing into the heav-
ensj 4 prayer room shaken by divine power; a
flaming orator addressing the Sanhedrin; a man
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walking beside a chariot ; & sorcerer hoodwinking
acrowd; a wise doctor of the law pacifying a
blood-thirsty eouncil; a company of young men
carrying away a corpse for burial; a healed and
dancing eripple.

V1. Tell the stories of which the following may
be taken as symbols: Tongues of fire; a heap of
money; a broken loaf of bread; flying stones; a
winding sheet ; a bundle of scourges; a sorcerer’s
ealdron ; an African chariot.

VII. Answer the following questions :

Who introduced Christianity into Samaria ?

Who probably introduced Christianity into
Africa?

How many days had the apostles to wait after
the ascension of their Lord for the descent of the
Holy Spirit?

Was Stephen a native of Judea?

What does Christianity teach concerning the
stewardship of property ?

What concerning our interest in our neighbors ?

Are we doomed to go through the world with
less of spiritual power than Peter and John and
Philip were blessed with?

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERME-
DIATE SCHOLARS,
DIRECTIONS ¥OR STUDY.

1. Tug InvariasLe Evesests,

[Recall the Tirres and Goupex Texts by the aid
of the following Hints and catchwords.]

1. The A. of C. When he had spok=

en—
2. The D.of the S. When he, the Spirit
of—
3. The F.C.C. The Lord added to
the—
4. The L. M. H. And his name,
through faith—

5. P. and J. B. There is none other
the C. name—
6. The A.C.inG.They spake the

word—

7. A. and 8. Be not deceived;
God is—

8. The A. P.

We onght to obey
God—

9. The F.C. M. He kueeled down,
and cried—

10. P P. at S, And there was great

joy—
11. P, and the E. He that believeth—
I1. Faors axp TeacniNG,

[Test your knowledge of the lessons by the fol-
lowing questions, without referring to the lesson-
text.]

1. Who wrote the book of Acts? Who saw Je-
sus after his resurrection? What promise of
power did he give the disciples? Where did Jesus
go? (GowpeN Texr,) What promise was given
concerning his return

2. Upon whom did the 8pirit come? On what
great day was this event? What effect had the
Spirit on the disciples? Who heard them speak
in various tongues?  What will the Spirit do for
us? (Gorvewx Texr.)

3. Where was the first Christian Chureh organ-
ized? How many were added the first day?
How did they show their love and loyalty 2 How
did they help one another? What did the Lord
do for the Chureh ?

4. Of what worshipers docs the lesson tell?  Of
what needy man? Of what miracle? Where
was it wrought? What was the seeret of the
cure? (Gorpex TExT.)

5. Of what prisoners have we here an account?
Before what court were they brought? What
question was asked them? What was Peter's re-
ply? (Gorpex Texr.) What proof hud the coun-
cil that a miracle had been wrought? What did
they forbid the apostles to do ?

6. Whom did Peter say he must obey? How
old was the man who had been healed? To
whom did the apostles go when released? What
happened when they hud prayed?  What good ex-
ample did they set in their speech? (Gorpex
Texr.)

7. Of what false pretense docs this lesson tell?
Who exposed the pretense? What fate befell
Ananias?  What was the fate of his wife? What
is sure concerning all sinners ?  (GoLpex TexT.)

8, What prisoners were brought before the
council? What offense had they committed ¢
What was Peter's defense?  (Gorpex Text.)
What good adviee was given in the council?
What oceasion of joy had the apostles?

9, Who was the first Christian martyr? Why
was he put to death? What vision had he?
What two prayers did he utter? What perse-
cutor approved his death ?  What did this man do
to the Church?

10, Where did Philip go to preach? What
effects followed 7 What magician professed con-
version?  What offer of money did he make, and
why? What reply was made to him? What
was he exhorted to do?

11. What command camt to Philip at Samaria?
With whom did he meet? Upom what Scripture
did the man ask help? What was Poter’s expla-
nation? How was this rcceived by the ruler?
What gift does every true believer receivet
(GoLpex Texr.)
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REVIEW SERVICE FOR YOUNG
SCHOLARS.
DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY.
See how many GoLpex TexTs you ean repeat :
When he had spoken—
When he, the Spirit—
The Lord added to—
And his name, throngh—
There is none other—
They spake the word—
Be not deceived : God is—
We ought to obey—
He kneeled down, and—
And there was great—
Ele that believeth on— |
Lessox I 1s the story of the ascension, How ‘\
long was Jesus on carth after his resurrection
Forty days, Whero did he meet the apostles
last? In Galilee. Where did he tell them to
wait? In Jerusalem, For what were they to
wait? For the Holy Spirit. Who had promised
to send the Spirit? God.
Lessox 1T shows how God kept his promise. On
what day did the Spirit come? On the day of

Pentecost, How long was this after Jesus went |

away ! Ten days. What seemed to rest upon
the heads of the apostles? Tongues of fires
With what were they all filled? With the Holy
Ghost. What does his coming givel Powers

Lesson 111 deseribes agreat meeting.  Who came
running together to see and hear the apostles?
Many people. Who began to preach to them?
Peter. What did he tell them? That Jesus
was God. What did he try to show them?
Their sin in rejecting him. What did he tell
them to do? 'To repent. 1ow many were con-
verted that day ¥ Three thousand.

Lzssox IV gives the account of amiracle. Where
did the apostles go daily to worship? In the
temple. Whom did they see one day at the
Beautiful Gate? A lame man. How long had
he been lame? All his life. What did Peter
tel] him to do? Rise and walk. What fol-
lowed? The man was healed. What power
cured him? The Lord’s powers

Lissox V is a story of persecution. Whom did
the Jews arrest?  Peter and John, What had
they done?! Cured a lame man. Was this an
evil work? No,itwas a good worke What
was the real reason they were arrested! Because
they spoke in Jesus’s name.

Lrssox VI gives Peter’s hold words, What did
the rulers command Peter and John to do? Stop
preaching. Whom did Peter say they must
obey? Gods Where did Peter and John then
go! To their friends, What did they hold?
A praise-meeting. What was given while they
prayed? The Holy Spirit.

Lisson VII tells of sin and its punishment.

What did Ananias and Sapphira do ! They told
a lie. What led to the liet The love of
money. To whom did Peter say they lied? To
God. How were they punished? By sudden
death. What did this show? God’s hatred

sin.

Lessox VIII is a story of deliverance. Who
were thrown into prisoni Peter and John,
Who was sent to set them free? Amn angel,
What did they then doi Preached in the
temple. Before whom were they brought the
sccond time? The council. What did they de-
dure? That Jesus was Lord of all.

Lesson IX is a story of persceution.  'Who was
Stephen? A deacon of the Church. What
is suid of him? He was full of faith and
power. What was done to him? He was
stoned to death, Who was present when he
died? Saul, For whom did Stephen pray when
dying? For his murderers.

Lessox X is a missionary lesson. Who preached
Jesus in Samaria? Philip. What was Simon 1
A sorcerer, What did he want to buy? The
gift of the Holy Ghost. Who rebuked him?
Peter, Whatdid he tell him to do? Pray for
forgiveness. .

Lessox X1 tells a story of loving service. Who
told Philip to go to Gazal An angel of the
Lord. Ilow did Thilip obey? Promptly.
What did the Lord prepare for him? Wayside
service. To whom did he preach Jesust To
an Ethiopian nobleman, What followed?
He believed and was baptized. Who can
be used by the Lord? Obedient servants.

—_—

Blackboard.

__THE EARLY CHURCH __
TS BIRTH , TRIUMPHS

V. ARRESTED X. JOY*+, GROWTH

Vil A.&S.
VIII. PERSECUTED.

X 1. HELPING: HAND!
Pu. aND ETH.)

IX. KILLED.

The most that the blackboard can do as a review
help is to assist the memory of the scholar, To-
day the lesson on the board takes as its theme the
early Christian Church. The central thought is
symbolized by the cross, showing the faith of the
Church, In reviewing the lessons be brief; point
1o each lesson as set forth on the board, and ask
for the leading thought or incident.
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Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Early Christian Church.

I A WarmNe CHUROH,
Wait for the lﬂl'urlu'»«'. Acts 1. 4,
« Tarry ye.” Luke 24. 49,
II. Ax Expowep CHURCH.
Filled with the Holy Ghost. Acts 9. 4.
« Give the Holy Spirit.” Luke 11. 13.
1L A GrowiNg CHURCH.
Added unto them. Acts 2, 41,

4 1t shall prosper.” Isa. 55. 10, 11,
IV. A MiRACLE-WORKING CHURCH.
Rise up and walk, Acts 3. 6.

“Leap as an hart.” Isa. 35, 6.
V. A BeELievING CHURCH.
None other name, Acts 4. 12,
« One mediator,” 1 Tim. 2.5

)

VI. A Persecvtep CHURCH.
Against thy holy child. Acts 4. 27,
% Why do the heathen rage 2" Pra. 2. 1, 2.
VII. A Prririep CHURCH.
(Freat fear came. Acts 4
“ Goodness and severity.” Rom. 11. 22
VIIL A WirNessivg Cauren.
We are his witnesses, Acts 5. 82.
¢ Yo shall be witnesses,” Acts 1. 5,
IX. A TrivmpHANT CHURCH.
He fell asleep. Acts 7. 60,
“Swallowed up in vietory.” 1 Cor, 15, 54
X. A~ Acoressive CHURCH,
Went down to. . ..Samaria. Acts 8. 5.
“ Neither Jew nor Greek.” Gad, 3. 25,
XI. A Scrrerurarn CHURCH,
Began at the same Seripture, Acts 8. 35,
“ Upon the foundation,” Eph. 2. 20.

[THE QUARTERLY TEMPERANCE LESSON.]

A. D, 59.]

LESSON XIII. THE LORD’S SUPPER.

[Sept. 25.

GOLDEN TEXT. Letaman examine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup. 1 Cor. 11, 25

Authorized Version,
1 Cor. 11. 2332, [Commit to memory verses
9 J

23 For I have received of the Lord that which
aho 1 delivered unto you, That the Lord Je'sus,
the S«mze night in which he was betrayed, took
hread :

94 And when he had given thanks, he brake t,
and said, Take, eut; this is my body, which is
Fzoken for you: this do in remembrance of me,

95 After the same manner also Ae took the cup,
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood?: thix do ye, as oft as y¢
drink 4¢, in remembrance of me.

23 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he
come.

97 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread,
and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.

9% But let & man exumine himself, and so let
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

20 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not dis-
cerning the Lord’s body.

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many sleep.

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged.

32 But when we are {'udzed, we are chastened of
the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world,

" DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper.

HOME READINGS.
M. The Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 23-32.
Tu. The last supper,. Matt, 26, 20-30,
W. True fellowship, 1John 1.
Th, Sincerity and truth, 1 Cor. 5. 6-13.
F. Take heed. 1 Cor, 10. 1-13.

Revised Version.

For I received of the Lord that which also T
delivered unto you, how that the Lord Jesusin
the night in which he was betrayed took bread ;

24 and when he had given thanks, he brake it,
and said, This is my body which is for you:
95 this do in reiembrance of me. Inlike manner
also the cup, after supper, saying, This cup is
the new covenant in my blood: this do as oft
26 a8 ye drink #¢, in remembrance of me. For us
often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup,
ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come.
97 Wherefore whosoever shall eat the bread or
drink the cap of the Lord unworthily shall be
guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
28 But let a man prove himself, and so let him eat
29 ofthe bread, and drink of the cup. For he that
cateth and drinketh, eateth and drinketh judg-
ment unto himself, if he discern not the body.
30 For this cause many among you are weak and
81 sickly, and not a few sleep. But if we dis-
82 cerned ourselves, we should not be judged.
But when we are ju ged, we are chastened of
the Lord, that we may not be condemned with
the world,

S. Unworthy saerifice. Mal. 1. 1-0.
8. Communion with Christ. 1 Cor. 10, 16-21,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 130, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, ye that love the Lord,
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This is one of the lessons that cannot be studicd
Comumit it all to memory after gaining
a clear understanding of the badly translated

484
No. 120, New Canadian Hymnal. - I
1 am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice. o e
No. 65, New Canadian Hymnal. phrases,

Jesus, keep me near the cross.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 145, 86, 26

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Last Supper, V. 23-25.

Who wrote these words 1

How did Paul learn these facts !

What may we learn from Jesus giving thanks?

By what words did our Lord institute this sac-
rament !

Could anyone present for & moment have sup-
posed that Jesus, who was talking with a piece of
bread in his hand, meant that that bread was lit~
erally his body !

What did he mean?

THow was our Lord’s body broken for us?

For what purposc are we commanded to partake
of the Lord’s Supper}

What does ** new testament ™ here mean t
2. The Lord’s Supper, V. 2i-82.

What is meant by “show " in verse 261

When will such symbols beno Jonger necessary !

What is meant by ¢ unworthily " in verse 271

How may we worthily partake of the commun=
fon? (Goupex Text.)

Is any * worthiness » needed but sincere peni-
tence and faith?

What word has been incorrectly inserted in
verse 201

What word should take the place of “damna-
tion " here!

What is meant by *discerning the Lord's

body t"

How and why had God chastencd the Corinth-
jan Chureh?
For what purpose are chastenings sent |

Lord 1
Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach us—

1. That we should guard against formalism in

worship 1
2, That we ghould reverence sacred things?
3. That communicants should practice careful

self-examination

4. That heavy responsibility is attached to great

privileges?

y the

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Last Supper, V. 23-25.
What says Paul about the disciples coming tos
getherd
What did he say about their eating and drink.

ingl
What questions are asked about their own houses

and God's house
Fros whom had Paul received his instructions|
What night did Jesus observe the last supper?
What did he say about the bread !
What about the wine?
Of whom were the bread and wine to remind
them ¥
2. The Lerd’s Suppery V. 26-32.
W hat was declared in the Lord’s Supper?
What is said of unworthy participants !
What ought everyone to do? (Gouvex Texr.)
What does he do who partakes unworthily
What had this caused in Corinth !
How can judgment be prevented
Why did the Lord chasten the people
Wha advice is given about their meetings
What ought a hungry man dot

Teachings of the Lessen,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The meaning of the Lord’s Supper !
9, Tlow the Lord’s Supper should be observed?
3. How long the Lord's Supper is to be ob-
served {
Home Work for Young Bereauts

Can you find how many accounts we have in
the Bible of the institution by the Lord Jesus of
the Lord’s Supper !

Of what ceremony of the ancient Hebrews did
the sacrament of the Christians take the place?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

1 Who was Paul?  An apostie of Christ.

To whom did he preach t To the Gentiles.

What does he tell them about in this lesson?

The Lord’s Supper.
With whom did the Lord Jesus eat this supper?

5. That by means of the Lord’s Supper we may
With the disciples.

really ¢ commune” with God?
6. The reality of the atonement of Jesus !

Hints for Home Study.

Compare Matt, 26, 26-28 3 Mark 14, 22-243 Luke

92,19, 203 and 1 Cor. 11. 93-25 3 ascertain what

9, 2

peculiar to each account.

How many disciples were there then ! Twelves
When was the supper first esten? The night

Jesus was betrayeds
What did Jesus call the bread ! His body.

is | What did he say the wine represented | His
blood.

hi

3
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For whom did he say his body was broken and
his blood spilled? Feor ki

Who are diseiples?
Jesus.

Why do disciples eut this supper ! In memery
of Jesus.

What do they think of when they eatit?! The
Lond’s death.

Who have & right to eut the Lord’s Bupper!
These whe leve and obey him.

What is a great sin ! To eat it unworthily.

disciples.
Al who follew

What ought we to do before eating the supper?
Examine ourselves,

What should we seek to know! That our
hearts are right,

Words with Little People.

The Lord Jesus gave his own body and blood
for us !

Do we give up our own way for his way ¢

Whisper Question.
“ What hast thou given for Me 1"

General Statement.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul have each given us an account of the institution of the supper of our
Lord. Matthew’s and Mark’s resemble cach other closely ; and Luke's and Paul's stand together.
But, to quote Von Burger, * The differences are not contradictory and do not uffect doctrine,” Certain
puzzling questions have arisen concerning the time when our Lord and his disciples ate the last pass-
over of his life—or, rather, concerning the exact date of the Jewish passover in the year of the cruci-
fixion; but these questions are not closely related to this lesson and need hardly be discussed in con-
pection with it. Tt is needful only to note (1) that our Lord passed * the cup™ after, not during, the
pussover meal, and thav therefore the “Last Supper” was not a part of the Jewish ceremony, but a
new institution ; (2) that each of the writers stutes distinctly that this rite is a symbol of a new cov-
enant made between God and man through the blood of Christ. It is interesting to observe how Paul
came to write the account we are now about to study. Among the strong churches of early Christens
dom was that planted in Corinth. Very early the watchful eye of Puul saw with pain that into it were
erceping corruptions both of doctrine and practice. It could hardly have been otherwise, for the social
environment of the Church was voluptuous and enticing beyond comparison ; and its members had
none of the inherited holy conventions which are the richest treasures of modern Christendom,
Among other faults in the life of this Corinthian church there had been evident a lowering of the ideal
of the Lord’s Supper. In affectionate terms, but with serious rebuke, Paul, in the words of our lesson,
recounts the story of the institution of this rite, expounds its sacred meaning, and tells who are worthy
and who unworthy to partake of it,

Verse 28, I bave veceived. Muatthew was | solemn scenes of the night in whicl it was first ob-

present at the lust supper, and Mark, and perhaps
Luke, received their accounts from men who had
been present ; but Paul learned all he knew from
direct vevelation, This fuet is a suitable introduc-
tion to the solemn statements which follow. If
tthe Lord” valued the rite so highly as to restate
its origin to his apostle, surely it should not be
thoughtlessly partaken of by any. The same
might. The night time was fixed for the eating
of the passover (Exod, 12, 6), in close connection
with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted ; but
no hour was specified for the ceremony of the
Lorl's Bupper. Wetrayed. Our Lord knew that
Judas was already a traitor, that Peter would deny
him, and that all the rest would forsake him and
flee ; he foreknew also all of our unfuithfalness. But
on the very edge and brink of these contemptible
sins he bestows on those disciples and on us, s his
last gift, this holy ordinance, by which his love is

Jhi itehl love, which was
shortly to be shown by his death for sinners, It
has been supposed by some thut Luke received his
account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper
from Pauly the phraseology of the two writers is
very similar. (1) No one fitly partakes of thissacra-
ment who cannot reproduce in his smagination the

served.

24. When he had given thanks., Pious
Hebrews vocally offered thanks before every meal.
The gospels show that this was the habit of our
Lord, It is a beautiful custom, in full accord with
what the apostle elsewhere enjoins, * Whether
therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do
allto the glory of God.” Noactof life should be en-
gaged in without preliminary prayer, mentul or oral,
Brake it. In the East bread is never sliced, but
ulways broken ; and it is the custom for the host
to divide the loaf and distribute it among his
guests, The tender solemnity with which Jesus
on the eve of his death *“ brake? the bread cone
trasts with the irreverence with which some of the
early Christians, who had been brought into the
Church from rank heathenism, partook of the ele
ments and perverted the feast. This fs my
body, which is breken for you. It sccms
incredible that anyone could ever take these words
literally and believe that Josus, who sat in the
presence of the twelve in the vigorous health of
young manhood, eould by them refer to his literal
body. Those who were present, accustomed as
they were to speak in the symbolical language of
the Orient, must have understood him to mean,




# Just gs the breaking of this loaf makes it possi-
ble for you, by means of the bread, to nourish your
physical life, so by the breaking of me—that is, by
my death—it is made possible for you to nourish
your spiritual life.”

25. Took the cups * Loving cups’ are
beautiful reminders of primitive civilization.
They were passed around from one of a compaty
to another as an indication of mutual affection.
When Jesus passed this cup around each one of
the little group of disciples clearly understood
what it meant, When he had supped. That
is, when he had taken supper. It does not mean
that when he had sipped—partaken of it him-
self—he then passed it to the others 3 but it means
that supper was entirely over and everyone's ap-
petite had been satisfied, and now, as a scparate
ceremony, Jesus passes the cup. The new tess
tament, This should read “the new cove-
nant.” Ttisasif Jesus had said, * This cup is itself
anewly prepared legal document by which God
pledges his love to you, & sort of parchment,
written all over and sealed with my blood.”
« New testament " here has no reference at all to
that portion of the Bible which we now cull by
that name. Im my blood. The “old testa-
ment,” or “ govenant,” was written in the blood
of goats and calves; the ‘“new testament” in the
blood of the atoning Son of God. The ** old testa-
ment? was a promissory note; the ‘“‘new testa-
ment” is coin, In remembrance of me.
There is a wide difference between the supper of
our Lord and the passover. The passover was in-
stituted for the purpose of bringing to the mind
of the worshiper his sins. The Lord’s Supper
was instituted for the purpose of bringing to the
mind of the sinner his Saviour.

26. Asoften. As many timessocver. This is
an intimation that the supper should often be par-
taken of. Show. Publicly attest. The Lord’s
death till he come. But if Christ is not alive
he cannot come.

27. Wherefores As u consequence. Who=
soever shall eat this bread, and drink this

account of the last supper contained in this chap-
ter was the earliest written. Its peculiarities are
ghared by the deseription in the twenty-sccond
chapter of Luke (see especiully verses 19 and 20).
Whether Luke obtained his statements from Paul,
or, 88 even conservative eritics think, an early
copyist inserted sentences from_this epistle into
Luke's gospel, is uncertain. In either case the
apostle adds to our knowledge of the supper the
reference to the new covenant, and the impressive
injunction to repeat this rite as a memorial. This
fact, together with the emphatic claims which
Paul makes elsewhere to direct revelations, war-
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cup e« e ¢ unworthily, Notice this does not
say, and it certuinly does not mean, ¢ Whatsoever
unworthy person shall eat this bread and drink
this cup,” for all are unworthy. It is simply he

who eats and drinks unworthily, that is, *“ who
proclaims the death of Christ in an unworthy

spirit, with no regurd to that death as an atone-

ment, or as & proof of Christ's love'—Alford. Tt

is for such & man not a sacrifice, but & murder,
and as he is really indifferent to it he partakes of
its guilt.

28, Leta man examine himself. Prove
or test himself, so as to find that he humbly be-
lieves in Christ’s Gospel. S0 let him eat. Not
et him stay away if he finds himself a guilty

sinner,” but after duc examination let him com-

mune.

29. He that eateth and drinketh un-
worthily, The word *¢unworthily” does not
oceur in the text. It was not in the ancient man-
useripts and has been mistakenly translated.
Eateth and drinketh damnation. Thisisa
very bad translation, and has done much mis-
chief. It should be ¢ judgment.” Not dis-
cerning. Should be * if he do not discern,” and
the whole verse means, «He that eateth and
drinketh of the Lord’s Supper, if he does not ap-
preciate its golemnity, has brought judgment er
condemnation on himself.””

30. Many are weak and sickly « « «
many sleep. The weakness and sickness here
referred to were physical distempers, and tho slecp
means death. The Corinthian Church had been
evidently severely chastised by God, and Paul
tells them that theirsufferings, illnesses, and deaths
are to be regarded as God’s chastisements.

31. If we would judge ourselves, we
should not be judged. 1f we were careful of
our own behavior God would not be compelled to
chastise us so severely.

32. When we are judged, we are chas-
tened of the Lord. Even the worst temporal
sutfering is not irreparable woe, but is chastening
from the hands of an ever kind God.

CRITICAL NOTES.
Verse 23. 1 reccived of the Lord. The y rantus in holding that he received this account

immediately by & personal communication. See
Gal. 1,12 2Cor. 12. 1,75 1 Cor. 9. 1.

26. For as often as yeeat this bread, and
drink this cup. Here, a8 sometimes in the gos-
pel of John (for example, 3. 16-21 and 81-86), it is
difficult to decide just where the words of Christ
end and the comment of the apostle upon them be-
gins, It seems best, however, to rogard Paul’s
discussion as resumed with this twenty-sixth

verse,

27. Whosoever shall eat the bread or
drink the cup of the Lord unworthily.
These words have been. seriously misunderstood
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by many. A common misinterpretation of these
has invested the Lord’s Supper with a dread which
is not seriptural. Solemnity and sacredness be-
long to the rite, but the special memorial of the for-
giving love and the atoning death of Christ should
never be treated as a sort of anticipated judgment-
day. The translation favored by the American re-
\'i::m- helps to free the passage from these unwar-
ranted suggestions. They prefer the rendering,
« Whosoever shall eat the bread and drink the
eup of the Lord in an unworthy manner.,” The
jmmediate eonncetion shows in what unworthy
ways some of the Corinthians were partaking of
the supper. Some even became intoxicated before-
hand (verse 21), while many apparently partook
thoughtlessly without previous self-examination
(verse 28), and some even s0 carelessly (verse 20)
that when the sacramental bread and wine were
passed they did not distinguish them from ordi-
nary food and drink. Paul insists upon proper de-
corum and thoughtful self-examination. 1le as-
sumes that these will be accompanied in believers
by penitence for sin and fuith in Christ.  While in
the absolute sense no man is worthy of this com-
munion, yet it was instituted solely for penitent
and believing sinners,

29, Eateth and drinketh judgment unto
himself, if he discern not the body. The
celebration of the Lord’s Supper in the primitive
church at Jerusalem was naturally connected with
the common meals which believers enjoyed to-
gether. In Corinth these common meals appear
to have been somewhat modified by a peculiur
local practice, according to which fi iends cume
together for a social meal to which each guest
contributed something. This was often called a
whasket dinner,” and, as at a basket pienic in
modern times, the food brought might cither be
put into a common store free to all, or each indi-
vidual or family group might eat its own food.
At the church suppers in Corinth the latter prac-
tico prevailed, and, as in this prosperous city there
were marked distinctions in wealth, the richer
members enjoyed a feast, while the poorer went
hungry. Xenophon tells us how Socrates corrected
the evils which arose from similar differences at
such dinners: among his friends: ¢ Whenever
some of those who came together for dinner
brought & small portion of dainties, and others
large amount, Socrates used to bid the servant put
his small portion before the whole company, or to
divide a portion to each. Then they who brought
much could not for shame refuse to partake of
that which was set before the whole company, and
inreturn to offer their own supply. And, since
they had no more than those who brought little,
they ceased bringing such a supply of rich food.”
The common meals of the Corinthian chureh, be-
ing modeled to some extent after these basket din-
mers of the Greeks, were subject to this same

peril. Besides the glaring incqualities in the mat-
ter of food, further confusion arose because those
who came early proceeded to cat without waiting
for the others (verse 21). It scems most probable
that the special celebration of the Lord’s Supper
came at the close of this meal. Indeed, there was
apparently no clear separation between the agapwm,
or lovefeast, and the Lord’s Supper. Winle the
guests were still sitting at the table the bread and
wine would be conscerated by prayer, and passed
from hand to hand. But so great confusion and
disorder sometimes attended the lovefeast that
when the clements were passed the consecrated
bread was not distinguished from any other.
Many did not * discern the body.” This piece of
bread was taken like any other which a friend
might pass and carelessly eaten, without the self-
examination, prayer, reverence, and believing I
which befitted this solemn memorial and eonmu-
jon. It was a state of affairs truly deplorable.
Paul rebukes the selfish feasters and bids them
when hungry to eat at home, The common meal
should be marked by order, simplicity, and frater-
nal love and fellowship., It should prepare the
minds of Christians for the holy communion
which was to follow it.  Still more he warns themn
that God has already signified his disapproval of
their course by the chastisements he has sent
upon them,

30. For this cause many among you are
weak and sickly, and not a few sleep.
Paul tells them that the prevailing sickness and
frequent deaths among them are a sign of God’s
displeasure with their desceration of the Lord’s
Supper. Ile does not refer to the natural results
s, nor to spiritual disease and death. It
is a judicial infliction. The cases were analogous
to those of Ananias (Acts 5. 5) and Simon Magus
(13, 11). As there were supernatural visitations
and miraculous gifts in the apostolic age, so, on
the darker side, there were direct inflictions of
divine displeasure, But as these dizorders were
due largely to the ignorance of these recent con-
verts from a corrupt heathen socicty, these inflie-
tions were not punishments, but chastisements
(verse 82). Mence Paul closes his rebuke with &
tender and brotherly exhortation.

of excesse

The Lesson Council,

Question 3. What is it to partake of the Lord's:
Supper unworthily ?

The apostle seems to expluain the unworthiness-
predicated here when he speaks of * not discerning
the Lord’s body.” That, then, which shuts out or
even clouds the bleeding Lamb from the spiritual
vision of the partaker of the sacrament renders the:
act of partaking an unworthy one. The Greek
word, avaiwg, contains the ideas of “unbelief,”
* impenitence,” and of being * without love.”
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Whoever, then, partakes with unbelief indulged, or
with sin unrepented of, or with a heart barren of
the love of Christ, partakes unworthily.— Rev.
Charles A. Littlefield.

It is to purtake in such & manuer as to prevent
the sacrament from being a medium of the commu-
nication of his grace as God intends that it should
be. One way is without faith, * not discerning
the Lord’s body ;" another is with lack of atten-
tion to its importance, doing it hurriedly, and
without self-examination ; still another is to allow
anything which is contrary to a true spirit of fel-
lowship, either with God or with the brethren, to
remain unrepented of in the heart.—Eev. B. Day

Brown.

God has forewarned his people that the danger is
great to those who dissemble with him aud his
Chureh in coming to this holy sacrament. To par-
take of the Lord's Supper unworthily is, 1. To
overlook the sacrificial character of Christ's death
and the doetrine of faith in his blood, and receive
the clements as nothing more than a mere commenm=
oration of the fact of his death. 2. To partake of
the Lord’s Supper from custom merely, and not
from a clear conscience ; or to receive it because we
have been educated by pious parents to do o and
deem it respectable, and not for conscience’ sa
because the law of man enjoins it, and not becaus
the law of Christ requires it. 8. To reccive it
without knowledge, without true repentance, with-
out faith, without firm resolution for sincere obe-
dience, and without due reverence and devotion to
its author,

The unworthiness in the practice of the Corinth-
fans immediately referred to by the apostle mani-
festly consisted in losing sight of the spiritual and
sacrificial character of the Lord's Supper.  They
connected it with an ordinary meul, or perhaps an
extraordinary meal, and debased it to the level of
mere physical gratification. In the gross feasting
and drunkenness with which they associated it
they failed to * discern the Lord's body,” and so
brought upon themselves condemnation,  In the
sense, therefore, in which the Corinthians were
rebuked for partaking of the sacred elements “un-
worthily ' the present practices of the Church ren-
der it impossible that we should be guilty. Neither
does a sense even of extreme moral unworthiness
forbid one from engaging in this saerament, for
that is often the result of delicate sincerity and a
elear apprehension of the sinfulness of sin. e
would eat and drink unworthily who should do so
without reverence and love for Christ, and without
at least a sincere desire to accept him as an atoning
sacrifice for his sina

As the Lord's Supper is a commemoration of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ, they partake unworth-
{ly who do not recognize this, Christ spokeof the

bread snd the wine as “my body” and “my
blood.” His body was broken and his blood shed
for human redemption, of which the Lord"s Supper
is a memorial, If, therefore, anyone eats and
drinks merely for the sake of the elements, itis to
condemnation, “not discerning the body of the
Lord.” All in the fellowship of the faith can
worthily partake who approach the Lord’s tableas
directed in the “invitation” of the Church.

Analytical and Biblical Qutline.
The Lord’s Supper.

1. A CoMMANDED SUPPER.
Received of the Lord. 3,
“This do.” Luke 22. 19.
“ Taught it....by revelation.” Gal. 1. 11,12,
A~ ExpreMaTic SUPPER.
My body....my blood, v.
“My flesh is meat.”
“Dwell in your hearts.” Eph. 8. 17.
111. A CovENANT SUPPE
The new testament. v.
« A new covenant.” Jer. 81, 81
“Tle is the mediator.” Heb. 9. 15.
1V. A MEexoRIAL SUPPER.
Show the Lord's death, v. 26.
“ Who died for me.” Gal, 2. 20.
“@lory....in the cross.” Gal. 6. 14.
V. A TrovGHTFUL SUPPER.
Let @ man examine kimself. v. 28,
« Examine yourselves.” 2 Cor, 13. 5,
¢ Jleart condemn us not,” 1 John 3,

1L

21,

Thoughts for Young People.

Our personal duty in relation to the Lord’s
supper.

1o We should all partake of it. The fact that
we are not chureh members does not relieve us of
this daty, for we should be church members. We
ghould be genuine Christians, partakers of the
spiritual life of Christ.

2. We should partake of it with examination,
Examination notto find out whether we are worthy
to commune, for no one is worthy, but to ascertain
indeed whether we believe what it stands for, that
Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins.

3. We should clearly apprehend what it stands
JSor din the past. All the olemn associations of
that solemnest night of the history should he
fresh in our minds, and we should recognize their
personal bearing on our salvation,

4. We should clearly apprehend what it stands
Jor in the future. Asa pledge of our salvation it
is the symbol of the heaven to which we are jour-
neying, * the great supper” to which we are all
invited. hon
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Lesson Word-Pictures.

0, tender scene, the Lord Jesus reclining in the
midst of his disciples and about to break the bread
and lift the cup of communion. You ean see the
faces of the disciples wonderingly turned toward
him. There is & hush in all the room. They ecan-
not appreciate it, but he knows it is the last sup-
per with them, and then comes the awful cruci-
fixion hour. Only the moan of the night wind
jars upon the stillness, and yet not a dissonance
but in sad harmony with the hour. e takes the
bread even with the hands soon to be nailed upon
the cross, and in deep, rich, tender tones pro-
pounces the solemn words, “Take, eat! This is
my be dy—"

“ My body!”

0, significant words, *my body,” soon to be
bruised and broken even as the bread in his hands.
In silence, bewilderment, the disciples receive the
symbols of his undying love. Let heart join
beart and soul mingle with soul in fellowship as
they break bread together. To the Lord let them
give all things, the very body, very soul, very
life. From the Lord they shall reccive all things,
life eternal.

But look !

He lifts the cup.

Again in tender, solemn tones he speaks. * This
cup—" every eye is fastened upon him as he lifts
jt— * this cup is the new testament in my blood.”
It is to show his death till he come. From hand
to hand, from lip to lip, passes this one cup, be-
loved sign, solemn seal, true pledge of the love
that is infinite, assurance of the life that is ever-
lasting. No death can break this fellowship; it
establishes and strengthens it.

He has told them that he is goingaway. Strange,
unrealized, sorrowful going away through the
shadowy valley! This simple sacrament shall be
the repeated pledge of loyalty to him, an open
bond of fellowship with one another, and it shall
keep alive the thought that dead he shall yet come
aguin,

In Corinth the followers of Jesus renew that
scene and repeat that saerament,  Upon the table
are sct the simple symbols of the supper that re-
members Jesus and expresses their fellowship.

The couches are ranged in order. The feast is
ready. The disciples come in, one by one, two by
two, in little groups. Those who sat down at the
first table seem to come again—John, Peter, James,
and Judas,

But where is the Master of the feast? Never
more will he come unless there is a visible mani-
festation? Will the place of the Master ever be
vacant?

0, hush, doubt end despondency ! He is here in
the spirit, Faith sees his uplifted hands in bless-
ing. Faith hears his voice saying, * Take, eat!”

| Solemn moment! The heavens seem to open.
The communion of earth stretches away into the
fellowship of the skies, while over the scene bend
wondering angels, who may adimire but cannot par-
ticipate in this fellowship of those redeemed
through the blood of Jesus.

But look down! Look along the line of this
table on the earth !

What is that seene bringing sorrow and shame
to every reverent heart? Can those Corinthians
be Christian disciples who upon this sacred board
have accumulated the proofs of their own intem-
perate, selfish bounty 2 Who are these that show
the greed of the glutton and the thirst of the
bacchanal? O, unhallowed scene! O, body and
blood of the Lord Jesus thus profaned! While
saints deplore, angels weep.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Perhaps there is in the Lord’s, ¢ Take, eat . . .
in remembrance of me,” an unusual thought of
the friendship and fidelity recognized as due to one
with whom one has eaten, A *“neemuk hardm,”
as the people of India would phrase it, is esteemed
to be specially base. “ A betrayer of salt,” one
who will “eat salt™ with a man and then prove
false to him, is execrated among the wandering
Bedouins of the desert and among all Semitie
races, It is equivalent to taking an oath
of fidelity to eat “one's salt.” If this thought
inheres in the eating of the bread at the sacra-
mental supper it emphasizes its solemnity and the
duty of increased fidelity to every interest of
| Christ's kingdom on those participating in it. Tt

is an obligation of remembrance in practical activ-
ities as well as in tender emotion,

By Way of Illustration.

“ This do in remembrance of me.” If Christ had
said, “Build mesomefine eathedral that shall stand
as a memorial to me,” how we would have poured
out our contributions that somewhere in this
world there might stand some central temple, over
which the cross on which he hung should tower
throughout the ages. But the cathedral would
have passed into hands of men corrupted by am-
bition. He made his monument of loving hearts.
Only this do: Sometimes sit down together;
sometimes remember that last occasion when I
grasped the hands of those 1 loved, looked into
their faces, and heard their voices. Tle longs to be
remembered as love always longs to be remem-
bered, He wanted not his name to be blotted out
of human memory, nor his personality to be for-
gotten from throbbing hearts. Ile commands and
guides you in many things. Ile gives you oppor-
tunity to serve his children, his poor,in many
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ways ; but there is only one personal request he
makes of you, that now and again, at some supper
table, with simply bread and wine, you shall, as
they that love him have throughout all ages, per-
petuate his memory and show your love for

him.—Lyman Abbott.

1 cannot bring back my little child, but I can
take a locket and look at his face, and he sprir
to life in my inward thought. There are seenes
in my childhood that I cannot tread again, but a
very simple memorial, a little dried flower, or
some little yellow faded note brings back again the
And so, by
gain

sweet sense of an early experience.
gome such very simple gymbol, we can bring
before us the Saviour broken for us, his blood
ghed for us, his love so great, dying to give us
life.— Beecher.

% This eup s the new covenant.”” The Lord said
to Noah on Mount Ararat, ‘I doset my bow in
the cloud, and it shall be for a token of the cove-
nant between me and the earth.” You can imagine
how the patriarch vwould impress it on his chil-
dren, and they to their posterity, in lengthening
succession. And you can fancy how some gray
father of a later time, some pious Icbrew of the
next generation, would hush the ailing, and would
soothe the fretful, and would cheer the timid, as
he pointed in the hurricane to the brilliant arch
that spanned the angry cloud. “Tt will subside
by and by, there’s the ainbow. Never mind the
Lowling tempest, there’s the rainbow.” And now,
as in your covenant you pledge time, talent, in-
fluence, property, life, all God's, he, the Infinite,
“My light, my strength, my

my joy, my heaven, all

stoops to whisper,
grace, my purity,

y(uum_“—l‘un»hm.

Like as if a rchellious subject
ghould no more regard his king's seal than other
common wax, it might rightly be said that he doth
no more esteem him than other men § so when we
come to the Lord’s table, if we take irreverently
the mystical bread and wine as common food, we
malke the Lord’s body and life to be like the com=
mon body and life of humanity,

Verses 27-20

Would you meet Christ at the communion
table? *Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
ghall see God.” Like John of Patmos, we must
be in the spirit on the Lord’s day if we would
discern the full import and meaning of the Lord's
Supper

The Teachers’ Meeting.

I The Lord’s Supper studied historically :
(1) Compare the four accounts: Matt, 26, 26-28 3
Mark 14. 22-24; Luke 22, 19, 205 1 Cor. 11. 28-25,
(2) Compare and contrast the passover which it
succeeds with the Lord’s Supper....IL The mean-

|
|
|
1

ing of the Lord’s Supper: (1) A commanded
ice (verse 18), obligatory on all true Chri
(2) A memorial service, “In remembrance of
Me.” ficial service. The Lord’'s Sup-
per is not a sacrifice in any such sense us the Ro-
man Church teaches, but it stands a8 a memorial
of the body and blood of Christ. (4) A covenant
service, It rencws a pledge made by God with us,
....J1L How to partake of the Lord’s Supper:
(1) In the spirit of fuith. (2) In thoughtful rever-
ence. (3) With self-cxamination. (4) With con-
secration.

(3) A sac

References.
Foster's Cyoropepia, Ver. 24: Prose, 10300~
10818, 7352. Ver. Prose, 86¢ 5147, 5149,

Ver. 27: Prose, 1155
, 11635-11643, 11

or, 281 Prose, 5255-5200,
55, 5148, 5150.

Blackboard.

The design on the board illustrates the thought
of the lesson, that in purtaking of the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper we do it in remembrance of him
who, by his sacrifice and death on the cross, comes
between me and my sins- & & wiour—*a perfect
sacrifice, atonement, and satisfac tion for our sins.”

Corors.—** In remembrance,” oreen §
white ; *“ me,” either brown or gray ; = wy sius,’”
scarlet.

Cross,

Primary and Intermediate.

Lxssox Tuovenr, @iven for Us.

[Print on the board, in large, striking letters,
 Saul—Paul.”]

Who was stoned to death for his faith in Jesus?
And who was the young man who looked on and
was glad to sco Stephen die, just beeause he loved
Jesus ?

Our very next lesson will tell how this young
man himself became a believer in Jesus. When
he hated Jesus, and had murder in his heart, his
name was Saul. But when a new heart was given
him, and he began to love Jesus, he was called Paul.

P e P
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1t is Paul who tells us in this lesson about the
Lord’s Supper. Whom would you rather hear talk
about Jesus—Saul or Paul?  Paul was Jesus's
friend, but Saul was his enemy. We never like
to hear those we love spoken against by an enemy.
8o we are glad to learn from friend Paul what the
Lord taught him about the holy supper.

The Story of the Lord’s Supper. The sume night
that Jesus was betrayed by wicked Judas he ate
the supper with his disciples which was called the
passover feast. [Be ready to tell ina few words
what this feast was.] Jesus knew all the pain and
trouble that was coming upon him. Il knew that
in a little while his disciples would be seattered,
and would wonder if he was really the Son of God,
or only the son of the carpenter. So after they
had caten the passover together Jesus, in a very
solemn way, took bread and wine and gave to each
of the disciples, even to Judus, telling them what
it meant, and asking them to do it in memory of
him when he was gone. Ile said that when they
ate the bread they should think of his body,
broken for them. And when they drank the
wine they should think of his blood that was
shed for them. And he said, Do it in remem-
brance of me.”

Who May Take the Lord’s Supper. Tt was the
first disciples who ate this supper, but Jesus left
word for all who remembered him to do it.
Jesus has a great many disciples now—old and
young, wise and simple, rich and poor. But all
Jove to show that they remember Jesus, and mean
to obey him, by coming to this holy and beautiful
supper.

Once a little boy asked his mamma why he
could not go with her to the supper. She said,
“You are too young to understand what it
means,”

«1 know it means to love Jesus, and think
about him so as to know how to please him.”
Yes, that is what it means, and the child who
truly remembers Jesus to please him has a right
to the Lord’s Supper.

But no one must do this carclessly, or because
some one else docs it! Jesus would be grieved to
see one do that.

How Should We Eat the Supper? [Explain the
Golden Text carcfully, and tell a story something
like this:]

Willic Lee belonged to tiie Church, and used to
go to the Lovd’s Supper with his papa and mamma.
One Sabbath Harry Joy, his little friend, was at
church, and saw Willie kneel at the altur and eat
the bread and drink the wine.

¢ Mamma,” said Harry, the nest day, * What
does it mean to eat the Lord’s Supper?” ‘It
means that we remember Jesus, who gave his life
for us,” said Harry’s mamma.

“1 guess Willie Lee forgot him in Sunday

school, then,” said Harry, ¢ for he wouldn’t listen
to teacher nor let the other boys, either.”

If we say by going to the Lord’s Supper that we
remember Jesus, we must be eareful not to deny it
by our actions, Jesus does not want his children
to be sad and sorry, but he wants them to show
in all their ways real love and revercnce for him,

Lessons for Ts. The Lord’s
Supper is for every ehild who
remembers him. It is not
enough to remember him in
our thoughts, but we must
remember him in our ways.

The wine that Jesus gave
5 to his disciples could not
have been the wine that aleohol or an evil spirit
isin. Jesus would not tell us to remember him in
the use of any evil thing.

If Jesus was willing to give his body and his
blood for us, how glad we ought to be to give up
our way for his! His way is always right ; our
way is very often wrong. Let us stop and think
many times a day, “Is this my way or Jesus’s
way 7

Sing, “I gave my life for thee.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS.

No. 1.
Yicld not to temptation.
Dare to do right. -
Must Jesus bear the eross alone.
Saviour, thy dying love.
Oft in danger, oft in woe.

No. 2.

Soldicrs of the cross, arise.

Lift up the Gospel banner,

Lead me, O effulgent Light.
Forward be our watchword.
Rally for the eause of temperance.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. Where did Jesus cat his last passover? In
the city of Jerusalem.

2. When! The same night in which he
was betrayed.

3. In what did the supper end?
rament of the Lord’s Supper.

4. Of what was this to be a permanent sign?
Of the remission of sins through Jesus’s
death.

5. What was the Saviour’s command concerning
it? ¢ This do in remembrance of me,”?

6. What is the Goroey Texr? “Let a
man,?*? ete.

In the sace
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CATECHISM QUESTION.

37. What does the Spirit perform for the Churchi

He calls and qualifies men, from time to time, to
preach the word and administer the sacraments;
makes their preaching effectual to the conversion |
of sinners, and the edification of believers; and is |
present as the representative of the Lord Jesus in
all the ordinances of publie worship.

Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock
in the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
bishops. Acts 20. 28.

R

Waifs and Strays.

A sTRAY child was rescued from the streets by

beat me first; and then, when father came in
drunk, she tied my bands behind my back aud
told him to give me the buckle. Then they
strapped me on the bed and fastened my feet, and
he whacked me with the buckle-end of his strap.”
It sounds very horrible, does it not? Neverthe.
less the facts remain that the wretched pavents
were caught in the act and convicted, and the
child must carry her scars to her grave.

No one who has not seen these lost children can
form an idea of their darkness and helplessness
of mind. We all know the story of the South
Sea Islanders who said, “ What a big pig!" when
they first saw a horse; one little London sav
quite equaled this by remarking, “ What a little
cow!"” when she saw a tiny Maltese terrier
brought by a lady missionary. The child had

asociety which is extending its operations very
rapidly, and the little creature was placed as a
boarder with a cottager in the country. To the
utter amazement of the good rustic foik their

some vague conception regarding a cow; but,
like others of her class, her notions of size, form,
and color were quite cloudy. Another of these
city phenomena did not know how to blow out a

queer little guest showed complete ignorance of \ candle; and we learn that in many cases it is

the commonest plants and animals; she had

most difficult to persuade those newly reclaimed

pever seen any pretty thing, and she was quite ] to go to bed without keeping their boots on.

used to being hungry and to satisfying her appe-
tite with scraps of garbage. When she first saw
a daisy on the green, she gazed longingly, and

We cannot call such beings barbavians, because
« harbarian ” implies something wild, strong, and
even noble; yet, to our shame, we must call them

then asked plaintively, * Please, might I touch | savages, and we must own that they are born and

that ¥” When she was told that she might pluck
a few daisies, she was much delighted.

After her first experiences in the botanizing
line she formally asked permission to pluck many
wild-flowers ; but she alwi seemed to have a
dread of transgressing against some dim law
which had been hitherto represented to her mind
by the man in blue who used to watch over her

miserable alley. Before she became accustomed |

to receiving food at regular intervals she fairly
touched the hearts of her foster parents by one
queer request. The housewife was washing some
Brussels sprouts, when the little stray said
timidly, * Please, may I eat a bit of that stalk?”

Of course the stringy mass was uneatable; but it |

turned out that the forlorn child had been very
glad to worry at the stalks from the gutter as a
dog does at an unclean bone.

Another little girl was taken from the den
which she knew as home, after her parents had
been sent to prison for treating her with unspeak-
able cruelty, The matron of the country home
found that the child’s body was scarred from neck
to ankle in a fashion which no lapse of years could
eftace. The explanation of the disfigurement was
very simple, “If T didn’t bring in money, mother

‘Eng_:hsh race are reared,

Dred within easy gunshot distance of our centers
of culture, enlightenment, and luxury. They
swarm, do these children of suffering; and easy-
going people have no idea of the density of the
| savagery amid which such scions of our noble
A gentleman once
| offered sixpence to a little girl who appeared be-
fore him dressed in a single garment which
seemed to have been roughly made from some
sort of sacking. He expected to see her snatch
at the coin with all the eagerness of the ordinary
hard strect arab; but she howed her jagged
i brown teeth, and aid, huskily, * No! Bigmoney !™
| A lady, divining with the rapid feminine instinet
what was meant by the enigmatic muttering, ex-
l plained, “8he does not know the gixpence. She
| has had coppers to spend before”  And so it
turned out to be.~Family Herald.,

\ st

| Gon's treasury, where he keeps his children’s
gifts, will be like many a mother’s store of relics
of her children, full of things of no value to
others, but precious in his eyes for the love's sake
| that was in them.— Fenelon.
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Responsive Review Service for the Third Quarter.

Supt. Recite Title and Golden Text of the first les- School. ** In Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa~

PR maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
Right-hand Half of School. The Ascension of Supt. From what wount did Christ ascend 7

Christ, ** When be had spoken these things, while they School. ** From the mount called Olivet, which is from

peheld, he was taken up ; and a cloud received him out | Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey."

of their sight." :

Supt. Second lesson. . LESSON IL

Left-hand Half of School. The Descent of the Supt. On what day was the Holy Spirit poured out?
School. The day of Pentecost,

gpirit. * When he, the Spirit of truth, 1s come, he will _
g"llmv you fnto all truth.” :ZI}L'IH%::::;‘ after Christ's ascension?
School. 'S,

Supt. Third lesson. Supt. In what torm di S " »

Right-hand Half. The First Christian Church. o ot um.‘_:j'ﬂ;u;::'ﬁk‘“"::“_':‘:f:'.’.d’
wrpe Lord added to the chureh daily such as should be Supt. What was the effect upon liw diseiples ?
saved.” School. ** They begau to speak with other tongues, as

Supt. Fourth lesson. the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Left-hand Half. The Lame Man Healed. *Andhis | <), What was the effeet on the multitude ?
pame, through faith in bis name, bath made this man | Sehool, ** They were all amazed., saylng. - - -HOW hear
strong.” we every man in our own tongue "

Supt. Fifth lesson. - i . i

LESSON 111,

Right-hand Half. Peter and John Before the Coun-
cil. **There is none other name under heaven given Supt. What was Peter's message on the day of Pen-

among men, whereby we must be saved.” l‘
|

Supt, Sixth lesson. School. ** Repent, and be baptized.”
Left-hand Half.. The Apostles’ Confidence in God. Supt. How many souls were added to the chureh

* They spake the word of God with boldness.” | that day ?
Supt. Seventh lesson. | School, ** About three thousand souls."”

Right-hand Half. Ananias and Sapphira. ** Be not Supt. What fs said of the members of this early

dece ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man church ?
soweth, that shall he also reap.” School, ** They continued steadfastly in the aposties’

Supt. Bighth lesson. doetrine and fellowship, and in preaking of bread, and
Left-hand Half. The Apostles Persecuted. wwe | in prayers... and many wonders and signs were done
ought to obey God rather than men."” by the apostles. ...and [they] sold their possessions and
Supt. Ninth lesson. goods, and parted them all men, as every man had
Right-hand Half. The Tirst Christian Martyr. ** He need. ...praising God, and having favor with all the
Kneeled down, and eried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not | people.”
this sin to their eharge.” Supt. What was the resalt ?
Supt. Tenth lesson. School. ** The Lord added to the church daily such as
Left-hand Half. Phillp Preaching at Samaria. ** And | should be saved.” )
there was great joy in that city.” LESSON IV.
Supt. Whom did Peter and John see at the Beautiful

Supt. Eleventh lesson. 9
Right-hand Half. Philip and the Ethiopian. * He gate of the temple
School. A lame man.

that believeth on the Son hath everlasting lite.”
Supt. Thirteenth lesson. Supt. What did Peter say to him?
Left-hand Half. The Lord's Supper. * Let a man School, *In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
examine himself, and 8o let bim eat of that bread, and | rise up and walk."”
Supt. What did the lame man do?

"
S - Scheol, ** And he leaping up stood, and walked, and
LESSON L. ertered with them into the temple, walking, and leap-
Supt. Who wrote the Book of Acts? ing, pad pratsing God.”
School. Luke. Snpt. When all the people assembled greatly wonder-
Supt. To whom was it addressed ? ing, what did Peter say to them ?
School. To Theophilus. School, ** Jesus, whom yedelivered up, and denfed . ...
Supt. What fs meant by  the former treatise,” and and killed .. his name, through faith v his name, hath
to whom was it addressed ? made this man strong.”
School. The Gospel of Luke. It also was addressed LESSON V.

to Theopbilus. Supt. How many people now believed in Jesus?
Supt. How many days intervened between the cruci- School. About five thousand.

fixion and ascension of Jesus? Supt. When Peter und John preached through Jesus
School. Forty days. {he resurrection from the dead, what did the rulers do

Supt. What did Christ say should give power to the | to them ?
disciples ? School. They carried them betore the council.
School, ** But ye shall receive power, after that the i Supt. W;m power did Peter declare had healed the
Holy Ghost is come Al ame man
oA School. ** By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.”

Supt. Where did Christ say should witness for
hlm?p el ad Supt. Tn whom do we trust for salvation ?
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School. Jesus of Nazareth, ** For there is none other [
pame under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.”

Supt. What did the people think of Peter and John ?

School. ** They took knowledge of them that they had
been with Jesus.”

Supt. What command did the rulers give to Peter
and John?

St'ht::rl. * Not to speak at all nor teach in the name of

Jesus,
LESSON VL.

Supt. What did Peter and John answer the rulers ?

School. ** We cannot but speak the things which we
bave seen and heard.”

Supt. When they were released where did they go?

School. **To their own company, and reported all that
the chief priests and elders had said unto them."

Supt. What did the disciples pray for themselves ?

S«-;nml. That with all boldness they might speak the
word,

Supt. What was the result of their prayers?

School. The place was shaken where they were as-
sembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness."

BINGING.

LESSON VIL
Supt. What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira ?
School, Lying to the Holy Ghost.
Supt. What caused them to do it?
School. They wanted the praise of giving all, while
they deceitfully kept back part of the price.
Supt. How were they punished ?
School. With sudden death.
Supt. What was the effect on those who heard of it?
School. Great fear came upon them.

LESSON VIIL

Supt. When the apostles persisted in teaching about
Christ, what was done to them ?

School. They were brought before the council.

Supt. When the high-priest straitly commanded them
not to teach in the name of Jesus, what did they an-
swer ?

School. ** We ought to obey God rather than men."

Supt. What did Gamaliel say ?

School. *1f this work be of men, it will come to
paught. But if it be of God ye cannot overthrow it."

Supt. How did the council persecute the apostles?

School. *When they had beaten them they com-
manded that they should not speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go."

Supt. How did the apostles receive the persecution ?

School. **They departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suf-
fer shame for his name.”

LESSON IX.

Supt. What did Stephen say when he was filled with
the Holy Spirit ?

School. * Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of man standing on the right hand of God."

Supt. What did the people do to Stephen ?

School. * Cast him out of the city, and stoned him."

Supt. What was Stephen’s prayer for his murderers ?

School. * Lord, lay not this sin to their charge."

Supt. Who was consenting unto his death ?

School. 8aul, afterward called Paul.

Supt. What arose against the church ?

School. A great persecution. **As for Saul, he made
havoe of the church, entering into every house, and hal-
ing men and women committed them to prison."

Supt. What good came out of the persecution ?

Sehool. * They that were scattered abroad went
every-where preaching the word.”

LESSON X,

Supt. Who preached in Samaria and performed many
wiracles there ?

School. Philip.

Supt. After Philip had baptized the believers, whom
did the apostles send down from Jerusalem?

Sehool, Peter and John, who laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Supt. When Simon the sorcerer saw that through
Jaying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was
given, what did he do?

School. ** He offered them money, saying, Give me
also this power."”

Supt, What did Peter answer ?

School, * Thy money perish with thee, because thon
hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with
money."

Supt. What did Simon say ?

School. ** Pray ye to the Lord for me."

Supt. What did the disciples do?

School. When * they had preached the word of the
Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel
in many villages of the Samaritans,"

LESSON XL

Supt. Whom did Philip meet in the desert ?

School. A man of Ethiopia of great authority.

Supt. What was he doing ?

School. Returning from Jerusalem, he was sitting in
his chariot, reading Esaias the prophet.

Supt. What did Philip say to him?

School, ** Understandest thou what thou readest?*

Supt. What did the Ethiopian answer?

School, ** How can I, except some man should guide
me?"

Supt. What did Philip then do ?

School, ** He began at the same Secripture and preached
unto him Jesus."

Supt. When the Ethiopian said, ** I believe that Jesus
Christ i the Son of God," what did Philip do?

School. **He commanded the chariot to stand still
....and he baptized him,"

LESSON XIII

Supt. How many accounts of the institution of the
Lord’s Supperare given in the New Testament ?

School. Four.

Supt. What night did the Lord Jesus institute the
Lord's Supper.

School. ** The same night in which he was betrayed."

Supt. What does the broken bread and cup represent
tous?

School. The body of Jesus broken for us, and bis blood
poured out for us.

Supt. What was his command concerning 1t ?

School, ** This do in remembrance of me.”

Supt. What 1s said of those who eat and drink une
worthily ?

School. They eat and drink damnation to themselves,
**not discerning the Lord’s body."

SINGING.
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ACID

PHOSPHATE.

Recommended and prescribed by physicians

of all schools, for

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion,
and all diseases arising from imperfect digestion

and derangements of the

nervous system.

It aids digestion, and is a brain and nerve food.

Descriptive pamphlet free.

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. L.

Beware of Substitutes and Imitations.

. } i
'llEFW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY
Dr. é’“b:.?"r"«‘.','u.()F MUSIB. .
Musie, Elocution, Fine Arts, Literature,
Tl A safe and inviting Home

Languages and ing.
hﬂ% mh. ‘Send for Tilustrated Calendar.
, HALE, Gen'| Manager, Boston, Mass,
HAVE

U

READ

JOHN REMINGTON, MARTYR?
1f not, send and get it at once.

BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO. Montreal : C. W. Coarss.

A VALUABLE AID FOR SUNDAY
SCHOOLS.

THE EXCELSIOR MAP

COMBINING

PALESTINE to illustrate the New Testa-
‘ment, and CANAAN to illustrate the
0ld Testament.

By G. W. BACON, F.R.G.S.

These two Maps are mounted on linen, on one
roller. The size of the ml.s is 48 x 33} inches.
The coloring is delicate, an clearly shows the
different countries. The lettering is plain, and
places are distinctly marked.

This is & new map, and will be of important
assistance in the study of the lessons the year
round ; valuable in the minister’s study as well
as the school or class-room.

Price $4,50, express paid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
ToRo!
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- = NOW READY =~ -

Pearls ard Diamords

BY J. F. KINSEY.

A NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK FOR 1892.

This popular author’s best work, containing features never before
found in a Sunday-school Song Book.

SONGS FOR
CHRISTMAS, EASTER, CHILDREN’S DAY and THANKSGIVING.
A SPECIAL DEPARTMENT, containing songs for the Primary Classes.

The music is new and melodious. Excepting a few standard hymns, which
should be omitted from no book, but a small per cent. of the music has appeared in
any previous book.

PEARLS AND DIAMONDS is strictly a new book for the New Year.

Per Copy, 35 cents post-paid; Per Dozen, not pre-pald, $3.60.

A SPECIAL OFFER.

In order to dispose of the first edition of this book to make way for an
improved second edition, we have decided that all erders for the first
edition of “Pearls and Diamonds ” will be supplied at

25 CENTS PER COPY; OR $2.50 PER DOZEN, POST-PAID.

This is a grand opportunity for Schools in need of new Music.
N.B.—The improvement in the Second Edition above mentioned refers to a
more attractive binding. There will be no change in the type or selection of pieces.

WILLIAM BRIBGS, Methodist Book and Publishing Houss, TORONTO.

MoNTREAL: C. W. COATES, Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS.




Now Ready . . . A New “PANSY"’ Book.

John Remington, Nartyr |

By MRS. 6. R. ALDEN (* Pansy”) and MRS.
C¢. M. LIVINGSTON.

Extra Cloth, Crown 8vo, Beveled Boards, with Frontispiece, 1

re 70 CENTS.

el

« Pansy” has won her way to the heart of the great public of book-readers.
A new work from her pen is sure of a cordial greeting, and from none more
cordial than from her Canadian friends. Mrs. Livingston’s name, 88 &
NG. collaborateur with  Pansy,” is also well and favorably known.

Fl Splendid Temperance Tale

vhich

ad in is “JouN REMINGTON, MarTyr” We can recommend it with enthusiasm.
We want to place it in the hands of every preacher, teacher, and every person
capable of reading, enjoying a.nd profiting by it. Every Sunday-school Library
muast have it ; every private library should have.

JOHN REMINGTON, MARTYR,

is the latest number in our popular Canadian Copyright Edition of the
Pansy books, at 70 cents, which Series now comprises the following books :—

1. Eighty-Seven. A Chautauqua Story. | 4, Miss Dee Dunmore Bryant.
)T AR 9, Judge Burnham’s Daughters. 5. Aunt Hannah, and Martha, and John.

first 8. A Modern Exodus. 6. Her Associate Members.
7. John Remington, Martyr. }

It merits s greater,

No. 7 promises as great popularity as any of them.
and we hope will gain it.

B 10 & Usual discounts to Ministers, Schools, and the Trade.
pieces.

WILLIAN BRIGES, Methodist Book and Publishing Houss, TORONTO.

MontreEAL: O, W. COATES.

Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS.
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AN OFFER STILL OPEN

- TO -

SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS Ano WORKERS

BIBLE STUDIES

FROM THE

Old and Few Testaments

COVERING THE

International Sunday-school Lessons for 1892.

By REV. GEORGE F. PENTECOST, D.D.

Pentecost’s Bible Studies is one of the best of the Commentaries on the Inter-
national Lessons. The author is one of the foremost Bible students of the day, and
anything he speaks or writes commands attention. To this year's volume additional
interest attaches from the fact that it was written under Asiatic skies.

“This volume of Bible Studies has been written in India, in the midst of inces-
sant evangelistic labors. Partly in Calcutta, partly in the ‘heart of the Himalayas’
partly on the burning plains of the North-west provinces, in the holy city of Benares,
where Hinduism is entrenched in the midst of a people and a priesthood who have
lived, taught and practised the rights and ceremonies of this world-old religion’ for
more than three thousand years; partly in Agra, the famous city of Akbar the Great
and Shah Jahan ; partly in Delhi, the romantic and picturesque capital of the Great
Moguls. Its last chapters were finished amid the beautiful Himalayan hills, in the
bosom :)f which nestles the fair summer capital of India, under the rule of Great
Britain.

THE SPECIAL OFFER.

Bible Studies sells ordlnnrﬂiat $1.00 in cloth and 60 cents in &aser
covers, but as the year is somewhat advanced, and we are anxious is-

Pose of the copies we have yet in stock, we will mail, post-free, at the
ollowing priees:

CLOTH, 50 CENTS ; PAPER, 30 CENTS.

WILLIAM BRIGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, Y0RONTO.

MoNTREAL: O. W, COATES. Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS
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f Growning Work of Literary and lustrative Art.

THE LIFE OF ST. PAUL.

By CANON FARRAR, D.D, F.R.S.

Archdeacon of Westminster.

Iustrated with a number of Correct Maps, and a Vast Gallery of Superb
Wood Engravings by the most Eminent Artists.

HE author is generally considered to be one of the most Fascinating Writers

of the present day, and this, his crowning work, the best Life of St. Paul ever

written.  He is pre-eminently above all the one most able to tell the Thrilling

story of St. Paul. He spent years of Study and Travel in the prepara-
tion of this magnificent volume.

A Vast Gallery of the Finest llustrations

Ever made of Bible subjects. Each one a masterpiece of the engraver’s skill. In
this book each incident becomes a picturesque story of the most absorbing interest.
Highly recommended by the press, by ministers of all denominations, by college
presidents, by professors, by Sunday-school superintendents, by teachers and men of
influence ; indeed, all who have examined it carefully, declare it to be the best book
of the kind ever written. Praises so hearty and universal show that it is entirely free
from sectarian bias, is honestly and lovingly wrought, and is admirably adapted
for the use of all classes and all denominations.

650 pages, gilt edges; size, 8% x 10% x 2 inches. Extra fine cloth,
design in ink, gold and silver, $2.50.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MoxTREAL: C. W, COATES. Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS

IEE———




ADVERTISEMENTS.

- = A BEAUTIFUL BOOK - =

THE EARTHLY FOOTPRINTS

% OUR RISEN LORD

& ILLUMINED =

L

A Continuous Narrative of the Four Gospels According to the Revised Version.

With an Introduction by REV. JOHN HALL, D.D.

Here is & book of 450 pages, containing 113 full-page illustrations (photo-gravure process),
depicting the various scenes and incidents of the life of our Lord on earth, The print is large
and clear, the illustrations superb, the binding elegant—the whole book, not only & masterpiece
of the book-maker’s art, but a volume of precious interest and worth. One can scarcely estimate
the influence for good of a book like this upon the minds and hearts of children, impressing
indelibly on their memory the incidents of immortal interest attending the footsteps of our
Saviour.

The Illustrations consist of original drawings by C. P. Davis, E. J. Whitney and Auguste
Wills, and copies of pictures by Bida, Heck, Hofman, Hunt, Munkacsy, Muller, Plockhurst,
Raphael, Paul Veronese, De Vinci and other masters in sacred art.

Cloth, Illuminated, $1.75, Post-paid.

|

A TIMELY BOOK.

THE CLASS-MEETING

ITS VALUE TO THE CHURCH;
And Suggestions for Increasing Its Efficiency and Attractiveness.

By REV. W. H, THOMPSON, REV. SIMPSON JOHNSON, REV. EDWARD SMITH.

With Supplement Containing Further Suggestions, Topics, Bible Readings, eto.

Cloth, 128 pages, 85 cents.

The three Essays comprised in this lume were awarded First, Second and Third Prizes,
pectively, in a competition which brought in all 203 essays from all of the globe. At
the present moment, when the class-meeting is being elevated to the tion of & burning ques-
tion, these essays may be perused with profit by ministers snd laymen—and especially 3---

ers.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO,

MonNTREAL: O. W, COATES. Haurax: 8. F. HUESTIS.
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New and Beautiful

| (Tuminte Gars)

For Wall Decoration

PER PACKET, 16 CENTS. |

No. of Cards
rocess), P, in Packet
‘ . 285 The King of Love, Landscapes in Monochrome, with Selections from well-
8 l“_"SO known Hymns. Size, 9 x 73 ADCREB. .o coorsorssnesserossssisassansansonns
erpiece %6 Lead, Kindly Light! Figure Designs in Monochrome, with Selections from
stimate well-known Hymns, Size, 95 x 7§ L O S e s 1) 6
ressing 338 Faithful Words. Bible Texts, with Vignetted Landscapes and Leaves in
of our Colour. Bize,7 X BhIDODOE . . vvssasnssoivassessranpsosssssnsssnsnpanssess 6
339 Children of God. Selections from Children’s Hymns, with Coloured Pictures
uguste after Sir Joshua Reynolds, Size, 83 x O b L 6
Kkt 350 Psalms of Praise. Viewsand Wild Flowers in Colour, with Selected Verses
bl of Praise. 5126, 83 X TINOhER . .ooururoraoneanionsonrsrsnrosnsonsesansere 6
350 The Lord Thy Keeper. Verses by Frances Ridley Havergal, with Mono-
chrome Views. Size, 9§ x 7§ T e S e o P T O LR 6
360 Serving with Glddness. Monochrome Views and Selected Texts. Size,
am— 9 x 73inches. .....cocieiiniecniens 6
361 Beside the Still Waters.
Texts. Size, 71 x 9§ inches 6
275 God is our Refuge, Scripture Texts,
T R B e W aNAAs 12
( ( b 3 335 Divine Blessings. Cards decorated with Autumn Leaves. Size, 4} x 7 inches 12
336 Words of Faith. Illuminated on Cards with Floral Crosses in Natural Colours.
Size, 43 x 7 inches.......... el seessesassiesesn.aieeeeesetesInIsIe 12
337 Precious Words, Illuminated on Cards with Coloured Sketches. Size, 4} x
7 inc;hu ........................................................ s 12
. 356 The Dayspring from on High, Madonna and Child in Monochrome after
SITH. various Masters, with Texts from the Magnificat. Size, 5 x 7§ inches........ 12
357 Words of Hope. Illuminated on Cards with Landscapes in Monoch
P
B n B3 TRIBERND voeoocvooonssnoossssssssrnasavsbanes: sasssansnisssnas 12
358 Of Such is the Kingdom, Monochrome Designs of Child and Pet Lamb,
ete., with Bible Texts, suitable for Nursery Decoration, Size, 5 x 7% inches.. 12
374 Rejoicing in Hope. Illuminated Texts in Gold and Colours on Floral Tablets.
| Prises, Size, 10} x 4} inches. .. ..oovvivvrvecveeess s S o T, 0 S 12
be. At 375 Wonderful Loye, Illuminated Texts in Gold and Colours on Floral Tablets.
g w Size, 10§ x 4F InCheEB o\ iviutior st i s BEve T aTF T e eernin et et sl et 12
y class- 376 Writings for the Wall, In Gold and Colours in Prominent Characters.
g8
Size, 10§ X 47 INChEB. .. . ovvrrenrareeninreerernuenaereen vevsees veese 18
TO.

ESTIS. WILLIAM BRIGES, Methodist Book and Publishing Houss, TORONTO.

0. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8,
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@ NEW STORY

NG

- [INNIE 5. SWAN

MONG the host of lady writers whose stories have, as Dickens expressed it,
«increased the common stock of cheerfulness,” and have been a means of
good as well as a source of pleasure to many thousands, the name of Annie
S. Swan stands, if not at the head, at any rate in the very front rank. A new story
from her pen is always hailed with pleasure. We have added to our copyright

edition, a volume containing two new stories by Miss Swan.

A BACHELOR IN SEARCH OF A WIFE

AND

ROGER MARCHAM'S WARD.

These are capital stories for holiday reading. Canadian readers will find special
interest in the first-named story, in that the scene of the story is laid partly in Canada.

This volume is strongly bound in neat cloth, with colored ornamental design
and gold lettering.

PRICE 50 CENTS, POST-PAID.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, TORONTO.

MonTREAL! C. W. COATES. Haurax: 8. ¥. HUESTIS
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878.
W.BAKER & €08

' Breakfast Gocoa

from which the excess of oil
has been removed,
Ts absolutely pure and
it is soluble.

.
No Chemvicals
are used in its preparation. It
has more than three times the
\\ strength of Cocoa mixed with
i Btarch, Arrowroot or Bugar,
and is therefore far more eco-
nomical, costing less than one
centa cup. Itisdelicious, nour-
. fshing, strengthening, EASILY
PIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids
as well as for persons in health.
Sold by Grocers everywhere.

W.BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass.

ﬂmunen JEWELS, No, 2, ¥r. Forsun
192 pages. Sample copy, 25 cents, boards. Giv:
F“hmhperr:'ll’;l;kmtlamllnn. TueW. W, anu'v (‘:g’: | SUNDAY - SGHOOL wonKEns

The *Uncle Tom’s Cabin"” of the Horse.

By A. SEWELL.

Beautifully lllustrated and Bound in Neat

Cloth.
70 CENTS, POST-PAID.

This fascinating book has had already an

We can recommend it with
It should be in every Sunday
Sehool library, every public and private library.
Don't fail to get a copy.

WILLAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

fnormous sale.
pthusiasm.

THE PERRIN soueﬂiog ENVELOPE

FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

oo e 4
Five spaces (for marking the cc'lection) for c«m -
montn for a year. Also space fo nuniber'of class
and teacher’s name, Size 31 x 6} ' rches, cloth-lined

Price 50¢c, per dozen, post-paid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronte.

JUST ISSUED.

Lopy HYMN WRITERS

By MRS. E. R. PITMAN.

Cloth extra, gilt edges, 369 pages.
. Post-paid.

H1.I5.

| Hyumology is attracting much notice at the
present time, and is a subject of fascinating
| interest. This latest contribution to the sub-
| ject is one of the best yet written, and cannot
fail to have a good reception. Only a student
| of the subject can realize how much we owe to
| lady hymn writers. It takes poetic feeling,
fervent devotion, and religious experience to
| make a good hymn, and all these must be con-
ceded to most of our worien hymn writers, as
| the specimens in this volume will abundantly
l\l(\\'e.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

WRITE FOR OUR
‘ CATALOGUES FOR 1892,

“Of Music Books, Bibles, Reward Cards and
| Tickets, Mottoes for Sunday-school and Home
| Decoration, Readings, Recitations, etc., Birth-
‘ day, Scripture and Daily Text Books, etc.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth Book Room, Toronto.

|
|
|

'+ MY MOTHER. -

l AN APPRECIATION

|

BISHOP JOHN H. VINCENT.
Paper covers, 35 cents.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

» THMREB ¢

'MODERN SUNDAY - SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT

¢
W And His Work,

By J. R. PEPPER,
WILLIAM

Paper covers, 15 cts.

k Room, Toronto.

In erdering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magarine,gau will oblige the
, werpell as the advertiser, by stating that you 87w the advertisement in THE SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER.

b
¥
i




YER'S

Sarsaparilla

Is superior to all other prepara-
tionsclaiming to beblood-purifiers. |
First of all, because the principal |
ingredient used in it is the extract
of genuine Honduras sarsaparilla
root, the variety richest in medi- |
cinal properties. Also, because

the yellow
Cures Catarrh soucbeing
raised expressly for the Company,
is always fresh and of the very
best kind. With equal discrimina- |
tion and care, each of the other |
ingredients are selected and com- 1
pounded. It is ‘

THE
Superior Medicine

because it is always the same in
appearance, flavor, and effect, “
and, being highly concentrated,
only small doses are needed. It
is, therefore, the most economical
blood-purifier in existence. It

cures makes food nour-
ishing, work
SCROFULA

pleasant, sleep

refreshing, and
life enjoyable.
impurities in the system and expels
them harmlessly by the natural
channels. AYER'S Sarsaparilla
gives elasticity to the step, and
imparts to the aged and infirm,

renewed health, strength, and
vitality.

SaZaEpaRri’sa

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,
SulS‘hy ull{)ruggills; Price $1; six bottles, $5.

Cures others, will cureyou

To Preserve

The richness, color, and beauty of the
hair, the greatest care is necessary,
much harm being done by the use of
worthless dressings. To be sure of
having a first-class article, ask your
druggist or perfumer for Ayer's Hair
Vigor. It is absolutely superior to any
other preparation of the kind. It
restores the original color and fullness
to hair which has become thin, faded,
or gray. It keeps the scalp cool, moist,
and free from dandruff. It heals itching
humors, prevents baldness, and imparts

THE HAIR

a silken texture and lasting fragrance.
No toilet can be considered complete
without this most popular and elegant
of all hair-dressings.

“My hair began turning gray and
falling out when I was about 25 years ot
age. 1 have lately been using Ayer's
Hair Vigor, and it is causing a new
growth of hair of the natural color."—
R. J. Lowry, Jones Prairie, Texas.

“Qver a year ago I had a severe
| fever, and when I recovered, my hair
began to fall out, and what little remain-
ed turned gray. Itried various remedies,
but without success, till at last 1 began

" USE

Ayer's Hair Vigor, and now my hair is
growing rapidly and is restored to its
original color.”— Mrs. Annie Collins,
Dighton, Mass. 2

“ have used Ayer's Hair Vigor for
nearly five years, and my hair is moist,
and in an excellent state of
| servation. 1 am forty years old, and

have ridden the ps for twenty-five
years."—Wm. Henry: Ott,, alias “Mus-
| tang Bill," Newcastle, Wyo.

Ayer’s
Hair Vigor

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
Sold by Druggis s Everywhere.

It searches out all |
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