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CHURCH OF THE HoLY SEPULCHRE—CHAPEL 0N THE SITE oF CALVARY.

Jerusalem—The Church of the
Holy Sepulchre.
No one can approach the Church of the Holy
Nepulchre without reverence. Whether, as
tradition affirms, it really covers the site of the

crucifixion and entombment of Our Lord is, of |

course, a question long in dispute among
archwologists and scholars. But no man can
tread ground that has been trodden by the
worshipping millions, that have come from all
quarters of the globe, through long centuries,

to pray in this spot, without being touched by |

a sympathetic thrill,

The first church on this spot was built by
the Emperor Constantine, and the present one
by the Crusaders. It is a vast irregular pile of
buildings, many times rebuilt and added to;
and hemmed in, as it is, by the crowding
dwellings around it, has little that is attractive
from an artistic point of view. There is, how-
ever, a picturesqueness in the fa¢ade, irregular
as it is, and an interest higher than that of art
in the whole uaint but vcnerable congeries of
structures upon which one comes suddenly as
he turns down a narrow lane in the middle of
the Christian quarter.

I will not weary my readers by describing all
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the curious traditional sites covered by the
roofs of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. I
will mention but a few of the principal ones.
The site of Calvary is owned by the Greeks.
The chapel is profusely decorated, and the
ornaments are of the richest description. It is
fourteen and a half feet above the Sepulchre,

Opening and Closing Service.

1. Silence.
II. Responsive Sentences
Supt. 1 was ﬁlnd when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lowp.
Sclwol.l Our feet shall stand within thy gates,

and you ascend by a flight of eighteen steps.
The general effect of the place, as of most of
these places, 1 can only describe by one word —
they look tinselly: and, granted that they are
what they are affirmed to be, it would surely
have been more in accordance with taste .ud
true respect to have left them in all their bare
and original ruggedness, than to have cased
them in with tawdry ornamentation.

Underneath the altar in this chapel is a hole
through the marble slab to the solid rock,
aftirmed to be the spot where the cross was
erected, and two other such holes, one on either
side, are sho vn as the spots where the crosses
of the two thieves stood. Close by is another
small chapel, covering the spot where Mary
and the Beloved Disciple stood. There is a
strange tradition that Christ was crucificd over
the spot where Adam was buried, and the site
of the tomb of dur common father is one of the
properties of this chapel.

There they are, these traditional sites, and
though one may disregard the tradition and
(uestion the accuracy of the sites—they are the
«ites to millions, and have been to many millions
passed away. These sites stirred the fierce

courage of the Crusaders, and led thither to’

their rescue from the Saracen thousands of
chivalrous warriors; they have stirred the
devotion and self-denial of millions of passion-
ate pilgrims, who have not counted life dear,
if they might but see them and die. And every
year adds its quota to the long list of those who
have been led by the magnetism of a dying
Saviour's love to visit the scenes of His agony
and triumph,  All this stirs one's pulses
strangely as he walks along the Via Dolorosa,
or muses within the Church of the Holy
Sepulchue,

Wk are like little children strayed from
home ; and God is now fetching us home ; but
we are ready to turn into any house, stay and
play with every thing in our way, and sit down
on every green bank, and much ado there is to
get us home, —Bauxter.

0 Jer

Supt. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is
compact together :

School. Wither the tribes go up, the tribes
of the Lorb, unto the testimony of Israel, to

ve thanks unto the name of the Lokrb.

Su:s. For there are set thrones of judgment,
the Lhrones of the house of David.

School. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they
shall prosper that love thee.

Supt. Peace be within thy walls, and pro-
sperity within thy palaces.

School. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I wi'l now say, Peace be within thee.

Supt. Because of the house of the Lorv our
God I will seek thy good.

I11. Singing.

IV. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson,
II. §i Lesson H{mn.

111. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.
V. The Supplemental Lesson.

V1. Announcements (especially of the Church

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.

1L Ruggonlive Sentences.

Supt. O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God !

School. How unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out !

Supt. For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things.

School. To whom be glory forever. Amen,

III. Dismission.

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suftered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church: the communion of saints; the
f&l}ivanul of sins; the resurrcotion of the

y; and the life everlasting. A4 men.
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

B. C. 1063,
Authorized Version,

1 8am. 17, 32.31.] Commit to memory verses 45, 46.)

> 32 An| Da'vid sald to Saul, Let
no man's heart fail because of bim ;

Phi-lis'tine,

art not able to go azainst this Poi-
A lis'tine to ight with him: for thou
1 art but a youth, and he a man of war
from his youth,

34 And D.vid sald unto Saul, Thy
servant kept his father's sheep, und there came a llon,
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the Hock .

35 And ! went out after him, and smote him, and de-
livered if out of his mouth : and when he arose against
me, 1 caught Ziz by his beard, and smote him, and slew
him.

36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and
this uncireumeise ! Phi-lis’tine shull be as one of them,
seeing he bath defled the armies of the lving God.

37 Da'vid sald moreover, The LORD that delivered me
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the
bear, he will deliver me oatof the hand of this Phi-ls’-
tine. And Saul said unto Da’vid, Go, and the LORD
be with thee,

98 And Saul armed Da’vid with his armor, and he
puta helmet of brass upon his head ; also be armed
him with a coat of malil.

30 And Da’'vid girded his sword upon his urmor, and
he assayed to go, for he had not proved i, And
Da’'vid said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I
have not proved tem.  And Da’vid put them off him.

40 And he wok hisstaff in his hand, and chose him
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a

shepherd's bag which he had, even in a serip ; and his |

sling was in his hand : and he drew near to the Phi-lis-
tine,

41 And the Phi-lis’tine came on and drew near unto
D’avid,and the man that bure the shield went before him.

12 And when the Phi-lis’tine looked about, and saw
Da'vid, he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and
ruddy, und of a fair countenance.

43 And the Phi-lis’tine said unto Da’vid, Am 1 a dog.
that thou comest to me with staves?  And the Phi-lis’-
tine cursed Da’vid by his gods,

44 And the Phi-lis’tine said to Da’vid, Come to me,
and 1 will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and
10 the beasts of the fleld.

45 Then said Da’vid to the Phi-lisitine, Thou comest to
me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield :
but I come t6 thee in the name of the LORD of hosts,
the God of the armies of Is'ra-el, whom thou hast
defled,
hwﬂThls day will the Lorp deliver thee into mine

and ;
hee; and 1 will give the carcases of the host of the
Phi-lis’iines this day unto the fovls of the air, and th
the wild beasts of the earth: that all the earth may
know that there is a God in Is'ra-cl.

47 And all this assembly shall know that the LOrD
saveth not with sword and spear : for the battle is the
LORD'S, and he will ive you into our hands.

48 And it came o puss, when the Phi-lis’tine arose, |

and came and drew nigh to meet Da’vid, that Da’vid
hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Phi-lis’tine,

49 And Da’vid put his hand in his bag, and took thence
a stone, and slang i/, and smote the Phi-lis’tine in his

forehead, that the stone sunk futo his forehead ; and he |

fell upon his face to the earth.

50 80 Da’vid prevailed over the Phi-lis’tine with a
sling and with a stone, and smote the Phi-lis’tine, and
slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of
David,

51 Therefore Da’vid ran, and stood upon the Phi-lis’-
tine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath
thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith.
And when the Phi-lis’tines saw their champion was
dead, they fled.

LESSON 1X. DAVID AND GOLIATH.

&{'nrvnm will go and Bght with |
33 And Saul said to Da’vid, Thou |

and I will smite thee, and take thine head fron |

(Sept. 1.
| Revised Version,
1 &2 And Da’vid said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fal! be-
| cause of him ; thy servant will go and fght with this
33 Phi-lis'tine.  And Saul said to Da’vid, Thou art not
able to go ugainst this Phi-lis'tine to fight with him:
for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from
| 34 his youth, And Da’vid sald unto Saul, Thy servant
kept his father's sheep : and when there came a lion,
35 or a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock, I wentout
after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of
his mouth : and when he arose against me, [ caught
him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.
36 Thy servant smote both the lion angl the bear ; and
this uncircumeised Phi-lis'tine shall be as one of
them, seeing he hath detled the armies of the live
37 ing God.  And Da’'vid said, The LORD that delivered
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of
| the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of tois
Phi-lis’tine.  And Saul said unto Da’vid, Go, and the
38 Lorp shall be with thee, And Saul clad Da’vid with his
apparel, and he put a helmet of brass upon his head,
39 and he clad him with a coat of mail. And Da’vid
girded his sword upon his apparel, and he assayed to
go; for he had not proved it.  And Da’vid sald unto
saul, 1 cannot go with these ; for 1 have not proved
40 them. And Da’vid put them off him. And he took
his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones
| out of the brook, and put the:a in the shepherd's bag
| which he had, even in his serip; and his sling was in
41 his hand : and he drew near to the Phi-lis'tine, And
the Phi-lis'tine came on and drew near unto Da’vid:
and the man that bare the shield went before him,
42 And when the Phi-lis'tine looked about, and saw
Da’vid, he disdained him; for he was but a youth,
43 and ruddy, and withal of a fair countenance. And
the Phi-lis'tine saild unto Da’vid, Am I a dog, that
thou comest to me with staves?  And the Phi-lis’tine
44 cursed David by his gods, And the Phi-lis'tine said
o Da’vid, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto
the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the fleld.
45 Then said Da’vid to the Phi-lis'tine, Thou comest to
me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a
javelin : but [ come to thee in the name of the LORD
of hosts, the God of the armies of Is'ra-el, which thou
| 46 hast defled. This day will the LoRD deliver thee into
mine bhand; and I will smite thee, and take thine
head from off thee; and I will give the carcases of the
host of the Phi-lis’tines this day unto the fowls of the
air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the
47 earth may know that there is a God in Is'ra-el: and
that all this assembly may know that the LORD saveth
not with sword and spear: for the battle is the
48 LoRrD's, and he will give you iuto our hand. Aund it
came to pass, when the Phi-lis'tine arose, and came
and drew nigh to meet Da’vid, that Da’vid hastened,
and ran toward the army to meet the Phi-lis‘tine.
49 And Da’vid put his hand in his bag, and ok thence
a stone, and slang it, and smote the Phi-lis'tine in his
| forehead ; and the stone sank into his forehead, and
| 50 he fell upon his face to the earth. So Da’vid prevailed
i over the Phi-lis’tine with a sling and with a stone,
and smote the Phi-lis'tine, and slew him ; but there
51 was no sword in the hand of Da’vid. Then Da’vid ran,
| and stood over the Phi-listine, and took his sword,
' and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him,
and cut off his head therewith. And when the Phi-
| lis'tines saw that their champion was dead, they tied.
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EXPOSITORY NOTES.

BY REV. MILTON 8. TERRY, D.D.,
Introductory. Soon after the scene described in the |

last lesson David was called w serve in the court of |
Saul. The foul spirit which possessed the king led the
servants of Saul to devise means for his relief, and it
was thought if a skillful player on the harp could be
found to play before him at such times as he was
troubled, the evil spirit would have no power over him,
David was known as ¢ proficient musician, and was
thus summoned to the presence of Saul, and made one
of his armor-bearers.  How long he remained with the |
king is not stated, but his skill in the use of the harp
acted like a charm upon Saul, and the evil spirit left
him. After a while David retarned to Bethlehem, and
resumed the care of his father’s flocks. (17, 15.) It
would seem that'a considerable time probably several
years—elapsed before the events recorded in the present
lesson, and David was forgotten by Saul,

In the meantime Saul became involved again in war
with the Philistines. These enemies of Iscael, who had |
held them in subjection for forty years at one time |
(Judg. 13, D, were unwilling to lose them from among
their tributaries; and their sufferings from the ark |
(1 Sam. 5), and by the hand of Samuel (7. 10), and, still
more recently, by the heroism of Jonathan (14), were
suflicient provocation for them to attempt war at ar'
favorable opportunity. Perhaps they had heard of
Saul's madness, and deemed that a fact in their favor.
The appearance also among them of the mightywarrior,
Goliath, would naturally have been an inspiration to
their armies, David's three eldest brothers went to the
war against the Philistines, and the two armies con-
fronted each otner on opposite sides of the valley of
Elah, some fourteen miles south-west of Jerusalem. |
Jesse, who was now an old man, sent David to the camp to
carry various comforts to his brothers and inquire after
their welfare.  When he arrived at the scene of battle
he saw the mighty champion of Gath come out and defy |
any one in the armies of Israel to meet him in single |
combat. None was willing to go forth, not even Saul, |
and the men of Israel were smitten with terror, and fled i
before the gigantic Philistine. David hears, and re-
solves, in the fear of God, to meet him in the valley. At 1

[
|
|
|

this point of the narrative the present lesson opens.
Saul has been told of the interest and zeal of the young
man, and has him called into his presence.

Verse 32. Let no man's heart fail. His own
spirit is filled with an inspired confidence, and his
language corresponds therewith, ‘Thy servant. He
knows how to speak the respectful language of a loyal
subject. Go and fight. Other exposures and strug- |
gles have taught his hands to war and his fingers to
fight. Comp. Psa. 144. 1.

33. 'Thou art not able....a youth. Saul looks on
the outward appearance, and sees in David a mere
stripling, utterly unfit to cope with the giant. He n ?
man of war. Goliath was probably a descendant of
the famous Anakim, who escaped the sword of Joshua. ‘
Ccomp. Josh, 11, 22,  These giants bad filled the Israel- i
ites with terror in she days of Moses. Num. 13. 33.

34. David sald. This speech of David has ever been |
admired as one of singular force, eloquence, and sim- 1
plicity, His father's sheep. Not his own, only as he
was one of his father's heirs. The Hebrew form of ex- |
pression is noticeable, ** A shepherd was thy servant to
his father among the sheep.” There came a lion. It
was a sign of Samson’s great power that he rent a lion.
No ordinary youth would care to meet this king of
beasts. A bear. Thomson describes the present bear

GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.

of northern Palestine as an animal greatly to be
dreaded, The stoutest hunter rarely ventures to attack
him alone, The same was probably true in southern
Palestine in David's time.

35. 1 went out after him, He was a model shep-
herd who would thus venture into fearful confiict with
lions and bears in order to rescue the lambs of his flock.
Caught him by his beard. He even dared to ** beard
the lion in his den.” Instead of beard, the Septuagint
reads ** throat,”

36. slew both the lion and the bear. The very
brief mode of statement leaves it uncertain whether
David smote these two beasts on one occasion, or at dif-
ferent times. His words may be understcod as deserip-
tive of numerous encounters with lions and bears. Un-
circumcived Philistine, He speaks of the giant of
Gath as one whom he despises for his heathenism. He
is no partaker in the covenants of Israel, but a pagan, a
foreigner, and an enemy, whose deflance of Israel’s
hosts seems to him like blasphemy. With David Is-
rael’s armies are God's armies, and Jehovah is the lv-
ing God. no dumb idol like the Philistine god Dagon.

37. The Lord. .. will deliver. Here we note the
secret of David's power, It was faith in the God of Is-
rael.  Saul yields to his eloquent plea, and says, Go,
and the Lord be with thee.  For he was impressed
that the youth spoke not merely of himself, but had
power with God,

3%. Armed David with his armor., Rather,
**¢lothed him with his garments,” referring more partic-
ularly to a dress adapted to a warrior: some military
suit, Helmet .. coat of mall, Saul thought David
should be armed like the Philistine giant, See ver. 5,

39. Assayed to go. Or, * began to go."” He will-
ingly tried on the heavy armor which was thus offered
him, and began to walk with it upon him, foe he had
not proved it, and as yet did not know how it might
feel upon him or fit him. He was soon convineed,
however, that it would prove only an encumbrance,
and so he sald unto Saul, | cannot go with these,
The shrewd practical sense of David admonished bim
of the folly of attempting such a combat with weapons
in which he had no skill. Put them off him. Asanen-
cumbrance altogethes worse than useless,

40, Staff, Probably the walking-stick which he was
accustomed to carry about with him, and which would
serve alsoas a formidable weapon in a close hand-to-
hand struggle. Five smooth stones. The valley of
Elah has been identified with the ravine now called
Wady es-Sumpt, about fourteen miles south-west of
Jerusalem, and it is an interesting fact that the valley is
strewn with pebbles of various sizes, wori round and
smooth by the periodical sweep of water through the
torrent beds. ‘The brook, or valley bed was probably
dry at the time. Shepherd's bag. A vessel or pouch
which a shepherd would find convenient for carrying
small articles. It is here further defined as a scrip,
that s, a small bag, like a traveler's wallet; it may
have been a pouch or a knapsack. His sling was in
his hand. This was evidently the weapon in which he
mainly trusted. In his experience as a shepherd he had
acquired great dexterity in the use of the sling. The sling
was made of a strong leather string, broad at the mid-
dle o as to hold a small stone. By swinging rapidly
around a few times, and letting go one end of thestring,
the stone was hurled forward with a velocity that made
it as fatal as a rifle-ball to one whom it might strike.

41, Bare the shield went before him. Comp, ver. &
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Goliath went forth with all the pomp of a military chief,
who is attended by an official shield-bearer. So David
was called to eonfront two men, not the giant Philis-
tine only.

42. Looked ahout and saw. The words picture the
lofty and self-conceited air of one confident of victory.
Disdained him. 1t certainly looked to him like an in-
sult to send against him such an antagonist as the un-
pretending youthful shephierd. But in his case the
proverb was well illustrated : ** Pride goeth before de-
struction and a haughty spirit before a fall.”* Prov. 16, 18,

43. Am I adog. He assumes that he is treated with
outrageous insult. The Septuagint version reads:
**Am I a dog that thou cometh to me with a staff and
stones? And David said, Nay, but worse than a dog.”
Ktaves. Plural of the same word which occurs in ver,
40, David's walking-stick seemed to the giant to be
the kind of weapon which his antagonist proposed to
use against him. Cursed David by his gods. Or by
his God. Nothing in the language here determines
whether he cursed by David'’s God or by bis own. See
on ver, 45,

44. The Philistine said. It was common In such
combats for enemies to parley with each other a while
before engaging in contlict, and indulge in boasts and
threats.  Numerous {llustrative examples oceur in
Homer's Iiad, Unto the fowls .. heasts. So in
Ilind 1if, 831, Hector says to Ajax: * Thou shalt satiate

Troy's dogs and birds with fat and flesh.” Nothing |

was more harrowing to the soul of a warrior than to
have his body dishonored after death, and left a prey to
carrion birds and beasts.

43. Sword. .. .spear... .shield. Comp. the deserip-
tion of his armor in vers. 5-7. The word translated
shield is rather, * javelin," a kind of lance, which was
first brandished aloft and then hurled at the foe,
Name of the Lord of hosts. The name and power of
Jehovah were to David more than all other hosts,
and all weapons of war. His faith in the covenant
God of Israel makes thim mightier than the boasting
warrior of Gath, and he can retort his challenge without
fear. Detled. Scorned and reproached. This favors

the idea that (in ver. 43) Goliath had cursed David by a"

blasphemous use of Jehovah's name.

46. Deliver thee Into mine hand. The Hebrew
word suggests the {dea of shutting one up in the power
of another. I will smite thee. David is here seized
by the spirit of prophecy, and sees not only the fall of
Goliath, but also the great slaughter of the Philistine
host. Fowls and beasts will soon feast upon their
carcasses, after the men of Judah and Israel pursue
their flying army, and leave the dead and dying all along
the way to Gath and Ekron. See vers. 52 and 53. All
the earth may know. Here the language rises above
the and the 1 and

| of the Philistines, who were drawn up in battle srray on

| the mountain on the farther side of the valley.

i 49, The stone sunk into his forehead, Gollath's
brazen helmet was either without a covering for the
forehead, or else this part was removed or 1ifted as he

| went forth to the conflict.  We can hardly suppose, how-

| ever, as the Septuagint has it, that the stone passed
| through the helmet. Hurled by the strong, well-prac-
ticed hand of the young shepherd, it penetrated the skuli
80 a8 to produce instant insensibility, and the huge war-
rior fell upon his face to the earth. Great must
have been the consternation of the Philistines to behold
| that fall.

50. So David prevailed. This verse is omitted in
the Vatican text of the Septuagint. It seems to be n plous
reflection of the historian, or of some later editor, who
wounld impress the great lesson that David, without
sword or heavy arms, with only his sling and stone, was
stronger than his huge enemy,

51. Stood upon the Philistin, In the position and
attitude of an undispnted vietor. Took his sword. For
he had none of his own. This trophy of his vietory
was long carefully preserved, wrapped in a eloth at
Nob, where David at a later day took it again, Chap.
21, 9. Cut off his head.  As he had foretold in ver, 46,
Philistines saw ... fled.  And were pursuad by the
Israelites and cut off with great slanghter.,

Among the lessons of this Seripture we may speclally
note the following :

1. True boidness and heroism spring from profound
convietions of the righteousness of our cause,
| 2, The confidence of a hero must also have some basis
| In his own discipline and past trials.
| 8. No wise man will venture into a life and death

struggle with weapons which he has never tried.

4. No one who fights the good fight of faith need fear
| the boasts and threats of those who glory in their own
| strength.
| 5. Not pompous dress-parade, but prompt and ener-
' getic action distinguishes the successful warrior,

An English Teacher's Notes on the
Liessons.

BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

THE teaching of our Golden Text is {llustrated in our
passage for reading under three different aspects. On
two separate occasions we find David triumphing over
those who were “ against him," and in both cases the
reason of his triumph was that God was ** for him."
The former case gives a double illustration of what
**God for us "' means,

First we get it in the form of a parable. There rises
before us a scene among the wild hills near Bethlehem.
There is a lamb in danger, attacked by two formidable

far-reaching word of prophecy which declares how other
uations and times shall heer of that day's battle.
That there s a God in rael. O, rather, ** There 18
3 God for Israel:™ that is, Israel has a God who I8
mighty to'defend his people. Comp. chap, 12, 22,

17. All the assembly. Both of Israelites and Phi
listines. Not with sword and spear. As if conspicuous
weapons of war were not to receive any credit for the
alvation of Israel.  Not by that sort of power are God's
greatest battles won. Comp. Zech 4. 6; 1 Cor, 1. 27, 28,

48. Arose and came and drew nigh. These words
suggest the pomp and pride and self-assumption with
Which he slowly proceeded to the fray., David hasted
and rau. Noticeably a different style from that of the
Philistine, who was bulky and slow of

powerless to save itself. But the young
shepherd who sees its peril, though armed only with a
stafl, boldly confronts the lion and the bear, deals &
both the death-blow, and delivers the lamb, having
risked his own life to do so. Here s the picture of the¢
sinner, in mortal danger and helpless. But his cause
has been taken up by One mighty to save. Laying
aside his glory, the Lord of all comes ** in the form of g
servant,” and not merely risks, but lays down, his life
for the perishing one. In the words of a sweet hymn,
** The lion once had hold
And thought to make an end
But One came near with wounded side,
And for the sheep the Shepherd died."

This is the first aspect of ** God for us," and until it is

Toward the army. That i, In the direction of the ranks

learned by experience little can be known of
the others. To know that Christ **loved me and gave
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himself for me * «Gal. 2. 20), is to know that ** God is for
me.” Psa. 50. 9,

But the shepherd youth in whom we see the type of
the Good Shepherd, ** who giveth his life for the sheep,*
was himself exposed to imminent danger and needed a
deliverer. He knew this and trusted not to his own
prowess to deliver him. The sudden danger had met
him alone, far from any human helper ; and the deliver-
ance was witnessed by no human e Ni saw the
deadly combat and none beheld the vietory won. Bu.t
was graven on the memory and in the heart of him wao
experienced it and his trust was firmly stayed in the Lord
who delivered him ** out of the paw of the lion and out
of the paw of the bear.”

Here is the second aspect of ** God for us,” The path
of the saved one may be one ¢f comparative obseurity,
just a daily round of ordinary commonplace duty. But
the enemy may and will be, all the same, on the watch
10 harass and to harm. Then comes in the blessed ** God
for us "—not only for those engaged in special service,
and called to face extraordinary dangers, but for *us™

for each believer, When none sees our need God
sees It: when none sees the foes round about us, God
sees them, **God for us™ is as true of the youngest
and weakest follower of Christ as it was of David.

The time came when the young shepherd was called
to step forward prominently in the sight of Israel and
meet a foe from whom all others shrank. The Philis-
tine giant had defled ** the armies of the living God ™
and not a man dared take up the challenge until David
arrived. The foe had not sought him, but seeing that
the honor of his Lord was concerned, he sought the foe,
On the previous occasion the sudden peril had come
upon bim while in the path of quiet duty, and the Lord
had delivered him. Now the cause of God was lymll-
ened and he flew to the rescue. He faced the giant in
the name of the Lord and as the champion of his Israel,
He was definitely and actively *on the Lord's side,™
and knew that the mighty One who had delivered him
from the lion and the bear would deliver the Philistine
into his hand.

Here is the third aspect of ** God for us."  He that is
*on the Lord's side™ shall find the Lord on his side.
He that comes *to the help of the Lord ™ (Judg. 5. 23,
shall not fail of the divine help.

“God for us™ redeeming us * when we were sin-
pers,” (Rom. 5. 83 *God for us,” watching over the
tried and tempted one, and delivering him from the
grasp of the enemy ; * God for us," giving the victory
o those who go forth in his name—may each one learn
this truth in his personal experience !

Cambridge Notes.
BY JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
[ These notes are based on the Revised Version.]

David's exploit—like thatof Jonathan, chap. 14—is
typical of all that was best in his race. Miraculous in
the deepest sense from beginning to end, it yet had
nothing strictly **supernatural* about it. Given a
sturdy, fearless youth with great skill in the use of a
sling, pitted against an unwieldy giant, who with Phi-
listine stupidity exposes his face to a despised foe, and
the triumph is inevitable. The marvel lies in the pluck
which faced the champion before whom the giant Saul
and all Israel’s heroes had shrunk back in dismay. The
secret of men like David and Jonathan was that the
constant presence of the Lord of hosts was to them not
& plous opinfon but a practical reality.

VERSE 33, Youth. He was already a ** man of war,”
and may have been twenty or so. VER. 34. When,

[ The Hebrew seems to suggest that this was not an iso-
lated exploit, but repeated when the emergency recurred,
Or a hear. Probably to be read *or even a bear."
The Syrian bear is sald to be more dangerous than the
lon. VER. 35 Smote. With the shepherd’s staff
(ver. 40), a weapon with which the Arabs will still at-

| tack and kil lons, Delivered, Comp. Amos 3. 12
The shepherd would hardly hope to save them alive,
Beard. ‘The tuft of hair on the chin: the LXX. has
“throat.”  VER. 36, Uneircumeised. Outside the cov-
enant made with Israel.  Defiled.  Better, *re-

! proached,” as twice in verse 26, Living God. Comp,
Josh. 3. 10, and note. It is a phrase of tremendous

| meaning. Comp. Deut. 5. 20; and especiaily Heb, 10,

[ #1.  The God of Israel was no dead idol like the Phiiis-
tine Dagon, whose beastly form had been shattered be-
fore the ark. David's shople faith assumes that the
blaspheming Philistine must of course fall before any
weapon God chooses, and so he fearlessly obeys the call,
VER. 37, Paw. Literally, *hand.” It Is a pity we can-
not keep the same word through the verse. Jehovah
shall be. David's faith quickened Saul's. VER. 38,
Apparel, Suited for wearing under armor ; the sword
was fastened to it. Ver. 39. A very ingenious con-
jecture of Klostermann's—"Saul clad David with
Jonathan's apparel, and a helmet "~ escapes 4 gram-
matical diffeulty by the minutest possible change in
one Hebrew letter, In that case we need not discuss
how David could have worn the giant Saul's clothes,

| Jonathan himself was probably absent. VER. 39, As-

| sayed. Tried. VER. 40. David showed prudence as

| well as faith in using only a familiar weapon, and a

| dress which would not impede him. The supernatural

| aid which eomes of faith does not work by setting aside
nature, but by developing it to the highest perfection.
We see this prudence also in his taking five stones for
the encounter. Torrent bed (margin), Recent explor-
ations seem to have identified this in a deep ravine with
| steep sides running through the open valley which sep-
arated the hosts, The round water-worn p«hh'lu\ may
still be seen in its bed. Even. As the text stands we
}‘un hardly regard the ** serip ™ as synonymous with the
* shepherd’s bag ; ' it must denote some other receptacle
carried as well. Probably *even ™ should be omitted,
(Klostermann), thus giving * bag, which he carried
| in the fold [of his robe ™). That is, attached to the gir-
| dle, Sling. The favorite weapon of Syrian country-
men. Comp, Judg. 20. 16, VER. 41, Shield. Comp.
| ver. 7. It covered the whole body and was held before
the warrior as he discharged his weapon. VER. 42
| Looked about, As if he scanned the whole scene be-

\ fore he could persuade himself that this was the [srael-

| ite champion! Disdained. Prov. 16, 18, Ruyddy.
| See chap. 12, and note. 'R, 43. Staves. **Such

weapons as a stafl.” Gods. Whom he thus deliber-
ately pitted against Jehovah, oblivious of the last en-
counter. VER. #. Beasts. Generally denoting cattle,
as contrasted with David's word in ver. 46, but here it
must mean wild beasts. V 45, Javelin, As in
ver, 6, if the text there be correct. Hosts. The title

Jehovah Sabaoth (Yahweh Sebédth) which appears for

| the firsi time in the period of the monarchy, has here its

| principal meaning brought out by the next clause. The

God of the armies of heaven and earth himself com-

manded the army of his covenant people. VER. 46. De-

liver. Literally; ** shut up.” Comp. Psa. 31. 8. And I'will.

It would bring out the meaning better to translate “thatI

may.” Note the Nemesis : the glant's threat against Je-

hovah's messenger, one insignificant youth, s to be ex-

ecuted upon the blasphemer’s army. Wild beasts. A

wider word than in verse 44, suggesting a ghastly feast.
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Note the repetition of the word *‘earth:;" the glutted
beasts of prey were to be the token to all people
of Jehovah's vengeauce on his foes, A God. Alone
worthy of the name, VER. 47, Assembly. The LXX.
translates by the word ecclesia, from which eventually
developed the coneegtion of the Jewish and the Chris-
tian Church, It seems here to be confined to the israel-
ftes, who were to learn from the sequel the lesson
which their whole history had been designed to teach,
The pupil of Hannah's son (chap, 2, 1-10), was a it pre-
ceptor. VER. 48, Ran. Note this mark of fearlessness,
VER, 49. Forchead, He had his visor up and no shield.
Fell. Apparently not dead. Ver. 51 VER. 5. This
verse might be a compendious nurative from some
other source ; it is absent from the id LXX. text. In
ftself, however, the repetition is o e In Hebrew style.
VER. 01, Hissword, If we om' the last verse, ver.
40 would still show that 1! ilistine’s sword was
weant, and not David's, ¢ stermann thinks, We
shall hear of this famou wd again. Chap. 21. 0.
Fled. For their champion's challenge pledged them to
slavery. Ver.9, The event is apparently alluded t in
Heb. 11, 34,

The Liesson Council.

Goliath for defying God ; and announced that he came
in, and is to succeed by, the name of the Lord.—Rev,
Manley S, Hard, D.D., Binghamton, N, Y,

L. Guich understanding. He quickly comprebiends
the situation,  Golinh must be slain. No other daring,
he himself must accept the challenge. Wiser than
Saul, he judges his sliug to be better than the royal
armor. 2. Prompt decision. What seems needful and
best, though brothers and king dissent, he unhesi-
tatingly decides to do. 3, Self<confidence. Consclous
of vast resoues within, he is confident of his ability, as
equul to the emergency. 4. Courage. In peril appall-
ing to the king and army he is fearless, 5. Devotion,
Willing, if necessary, to sacrifice himself. 6. Faith,

| This underlies, vitalizes, and enhances to the maximum

Question 9. What forctokens of greatness did |

David show in his battle with Goliath !

1. A sublime courage in the face of what appeared to
be (humanly speaking) overwhelming odds. 2. Jeal-
ousy for the honor of God’s people and a righteous re-
sentment that they should be insulted by the unan-
swered challenge of the Philistine, 3. Knowledge of
himself and common sense, shown, for example, in de-
clining to use Saul’s armor and in depending upon what
he had *proved.” 18am. 17, 38-40, 4. Confidence in
self (despite Eliab’s taunts, ver. 2%, fortifled by his

trust in Jehovah. 1 Sam. 17. 45, 46, Rev. Edwin Post, |

De Paowie University, Greencastle, Ind.

In his unique engagement with the giant the knowl-
wdge on the part of young David of his own weukness
and of God's omnipotence was clearly evidenced.
Utterly forgetful of self, and firmly, though modestly,
declining all help from the king, he went forth in the
name and strength of his God.  Another element of
greatness was his undaunted courage. Then, too, loy-
alty and patriotism, both essentia! principles of greatness,
and salient features, foreshadowing the life of the great
xing, were marked characteristics of the shepherd boy.
Rev. Charles E. Giddings, San Antonio, Ter,

1. The underiying principle in David's character as
evinced in his battle with Gollath was faith in God.

2. The undaunted courage he displayed was closely |

allied to his heroic faith. 3. Commorr sense and self-
control which shone so conspicuously in the young hero
of Elah are traits always found in the makeup of a
great character, 4. David's distinguishing characteris-
tie in his best days was his deep religious experience.
Foretokens of that spiritual prescience which made him
more than & mateh for all his foes are clearly seen in
this first contlict with Israel’s old enemy.— Rev. S.
MetGerald, Buffalo, N, Y.

1. He was himself, His physique was flue; he had
single-handed, mastered a lion and a bear. To win, he
must be natural, A sling he knew about, and with it
could make a pebble deadly as a rifle-ball. 2. He wax
sagacious. He chose his own method of warfare,
“Hand to hand* was usual ; he surprised his foe, by
making distance and a swift stone serve his purpose.
3. He took no honor to himself. He was a rebuker to

|

every other element of power.— Rev, J. J. Manker,
D.D., Chattanooga, Tenn.

Liesson Word-Piciur: .
BY REV. E. A. RAND,

He, David, the young shepherd from the country, hig
stafl in his hand, his shepherd’s bag at his side, stand-
ing before the King and saying that he would fight with
Goliath.  Why, the great faul himself would not vent
ure to contend with this Philistine giant, and will David
attempt it? Ridiculous !

But David has a story to tell. In it he makes Saul see
a lonely pasture-land, a shepherd, his flock, and look !
a lion—again, a bear- charging upon the flock! The
shepherd slays them both, God defends lonely flock-
keepers.  May he be a shield before him whom Goliath
assaults !

But Saul copsents, and prepures David for the fight,
Of course David must go in armor,  Saul plants a stiff,
heavy helmet on his head.  How uncomfortable it feels !

He hangs upon him a heavy coat of mail. O how
cumbrous it is!  He attaches a huge sword to his
waist,  Off waddles David, the old helmet oppressing
his brow and temples, his big coat of mail chating and
bruising him, the sword clanking, and getting between
his legs,

O he can’t stand that !

Down comes the helmet ! O goes the coat of mail,
while the sword tumbles on the floor of the king's tent,
This shepherd can't be Saul,  He must just be David, a
simple shepherd, who can swing his erook aud throw
stones out of a sling.

He is looking about for stones. “This,” he says,
stooping, “and this "-—five in all. O, stones, do you
know that one of you will deliver Israel ¥

Davld has gone to meet the glant, and Israel gathers
to see him go. The wondering Sau) is there, Eliab too,
David's brother, vexed at his conceit,

But hark! 'The old bully is roaring out his challenge!
Here comes the giant! Big tower of bone and muscle,
all in iron. A man carries his fenced, heavy shield.
DPavid and Goliath step out into the open unoccupied
space.

* But who is this coming ? My antagonist 7 " roars
the giant.

He scowls. He sneers, He turns up his nose. He
feels insulted. He barks out his wrath savagely. * Aw
I dog?™ he is erying. He overwhelms David with
curses, But David has only words of humble reliance
on God, and runs toward Goliath, He carries a
sling in his hand. A stone is in the sling. He draws
back his hand and then hurls the stone with all his
might.

0, Goliath, run! Yes, run!
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1t is not David now. It is the arm of Another, higher,
stronger. Hasten, Gollath, hasten away, away !

No, he still advances, and suddenly, whiz-:
late to retreat now.

‘Through the air drives the stone !

And look -every body—see ! The stone sinks into the
giant’s forehead, and he drops! In another minute
David is standing upon his body.

Now what a shout rises up t heaven from all the
ranks of Israel! And the Pbilistines -they run. O
how they hasten, like oxen, like sheep, faster, faster,
and Israel funs after them.

Too

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

| MusTt FIGH

™S S[ WN\TH
GREAT | | tweseS
STONES.

GIRNT (]

)

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. The top sentence, light
blue : the words on the left, dark red ; the words on the
right, light pink or yellow ; the five stones draw with
white chalk, and the central igure with brown.

TEACHING, The thoughts suggested by the lesson
will be necessarily brought out in a review, the direct
thought of the blackboard design being that of fighting
the great fight of faith with the modern Goliath sin,
David picked up five smooth stones to use in slaying the
giant. We use the five white letters to fight these giants
within our hearts: Gireed, Intolerance, A ppetite,
uNbelief, Temper, Melfishness. * Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life," that at the last
you may say, ** I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, 1 have kept the faith

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

LESSON THOUGHT. God the strong One.

Print “*Goliath" on one side of the board and ** David "
on the other. Talk about Goliath. He was a Philistine.
Tell that the Philistines were the enemies of God. They
would not obey him, and were not willing that others
should. Print ** Enemy of God " under Goliath, Tell

Spirit was given to teach him? Print ** Taught of God."
Call upon some child to tell how David looked. He was
not large and strong ; he was dressed like a shepherd-
lad, and did not look at all like a warrior. Yet he offered
to fight Goliath.

Tell the story of his visit to the army : how he heard
the taunts of Goliath, and was ashamed that this wicked
giant should thus defy the army of God, and offered to
fight him, great though he was, Call especial attention to
the fact that David trusted in God's strength, not in his
owh. The story is one of such interest that no class can
fail to be held by it.  But, familiar as it is, no teacher
should venture to take it 1o her class without thorough
preparation.  Have all the details fresh in the mind, and
keep uppermost the thought that the giant fgiled because
he was working against God, while David succeeded be-
cause he was working for God.,

Print the Lesson Thought,
Tell that all Christian boys and
| girls will have giants o fight.
Print the names of some, as
**Hasty Temper," * Self-will,"
“Laziness," ete.  Show  how
they are like Goliath--strong,
boastful, deflant. Satan is on
their side. The world is on

h s— their side. Who can conquer
them? The Christian child who trusts in God can con-
quer, for God is the strong One. A true hero is like
David —meek, faithful, conrageous, humble, and active.
Draw the contrast clearly between one who believes
Giod and one who trusts in xelf.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers' Meeting.

Trace history of David and Saul, from David's 2aoint-

| ing, and the departure of the Spirit of God from Saul,
| until this battle. ... Bring out the characteristics of Phi-

that he was a giant over nine feet high, Print ** Giant.” |

Tell how he was dressed. Make a picture of the brass
helmet, the coat of mail, and the shield, if possible, If not,
be able to describe them clearly. Tell what his javelin
and spear were like, Describe the two armies, Philis-

listine oppression—the overlapping and interlacing of the
territories of the two hostile races ; the secular advan-
tages of the Philistines. Recount the successive periods of
their dominance. ...8ketch map showing chief cities of
Philistia and of Israel, and probable site or neighborhood
of this battle.... Bring out reasons for ancient method
of deciding battles by a fight of champions. There are
many famous {llustrations. . .. David's characteristics as
shown by his recorded life up to this point. The fore-
shadowings of his later life: musical talents, trust in
God, personal bravery, etc. What psalms may he already
have composed ? ... Get class to describe probable equip-
ment of a Philistine warrior. It did not differ very
widely from that of the ancient Egyptians...."* Come
mon-sense” reflections upon the lesson: 1) A man is
safest in the use of his own tested talents. 2.) Severe
trials in youth develop self-confldence. 3.) Many a
boaster has been beheaded by his own sword. 4.) Itk
never safe to despise apparent weakness. 5.) Not boast
ing, after all, but the battle, decides events Spiritua
lessons : 1.) God and the youngest, weakest, most inex:
perienced man are greater than the strongest man with:

| out God. 2. In leading his children to the throne and

tines and Israelites, lying opposite each other, and this K

great giant coming out, day after day, to offer to decide

the battle by single combat. How his terrible voice |

must have struck terror to the hearts of all who heard !

‘Who was David ? Print under his name ** Reloved,"
** Chosen of God,"” ** The Anointed.” Recall the anoint-
ing. By whom was he anointed, and for what? * What

crown he has prepared for each, God makes use of al

| *“handymeans.” David's love of music, his fight witk

wild animals, his boyish fondness for playing with sling
and stones, were all used by God's providence for hi
servant’s advancement.

References. FREEMAN'S HAND-Book. Ver. 89:
The sword, 255. Ver. 40 : Staff ; scrip ; sling, 256. Vers.
44-46: Unburied bodies, 443. Ver. 45: The * shield,”
252, Ver. 51: Enemies beheaded, 343.
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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE. armor, he was a **sure shot ™ with sling and stone. Let
us follow his example and consecrate our best powers to
God's service,
J. His Decistox. 6. The infinite resources of alliance with God are
Thy servant will go and fight. v. 3. not visible to the heedless and hostile world. Ver. 43.
* Be ready alwavs,” 1 Pet, 3. 15, Unchristian people do not understand the character and
** Quit you like men." 1 Cor, 16, 13, serviceableness of God's help. They derided David,
11. Hhs Cuoice, they derided our Saviour on the cross—they deride us
Chose. ... five smooth stones, v. 40, | almost every day of our lives—collectively and individ-
** God hath chosen weak things.” 1 Cor. 1, 27, ually. You have not gone very far in Christian experi-
* Weapons of our warfare. ... mighty.” 2 Cor. 10. 4, ' ence if you have not been pained by the derision of
111, His Farrn, worldly men, who in the main are friendly, but who are
e name of the Lovd. v. 35. | disposed to think you foolish and weak because your
’"..'2“;‘::;. '"m‘mllh l;::l by m,\"’ﬂmrll." Zech. 4. 6. strength s in the Lord, and not in fortifications and
* yictory that overcometh. . .. faith.”” 1 John 5. 4. | friends.
IV, His Proyrrsess, | 1-”.»11114111;’4}- ;th 4'.'1;'11 1‘4':»1-}\-; lnuv'lrdln’r;wrrn lh;llha
David hasted and ran, v. 48, smaller conflicts and strains of seeular life, as well as
" b . " ool in its exigeneies, Vers, 34, 36, and 37, No one is too
" :;) f;h‘l‘ ::h“l:::l :nllllullnlil:he::'l ,'...’.(l'll:'mu. 2. 21. | triiiing for God's notice, and the little exasperating elr-
V. His COURAGE. | cumstances of our daily lives are as really appeals to
Took ;“_)‘ asBord, < atowt Wt o Bl | God's fatherly sympathy, and as really drafts on God's
“ Be strong m‘ the Lord.” Eph, ﬂ 1'0. | infinite resources, as the events which seem to us pivotal

* Re strong, fear not,” Isa. 35. 4. | St eypianie. .
8. Antagonism to God bringsinevitahle overthrow.
s = ] Vers, 37, 45, and 49, No matter how proud, how strongly
THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. intrenched, how thoroughly popular, how thoroughly
Alliance with God. able God's enemy is, down he must come from his ex-
| alted seat. It has always been so; it will always be so.
P . The man who s God's ally must seek, first of l:hnmoh and Goliath, the per'semmng popes of Rome, and
lerests 2 s A & Philip of 8pain, nearly every man who is remembered in
all, victory for God's cause, Ver. 46, David in all his | . ©
A history because of his antagonism to our divine Father and
struggles was so thoroughly identified with the Lord Priend, bered Tecatise of bl
that in some of his psalms he seems to get his own in- end, 1s also remeny . o s mobumenial
| failure ; a failure which sometimes comes in life, some-

terests and God's interests inextricably mixed. With |
. A o PP " times after death, but is always recognized sooner or
him * the king's enemies " and ** God’s enemies " were liter by the world.

interchangeable phrases. A fuller revelation might |

perhaps have modified his utterances and saved him | 9. God's enemies are often destroyed by their own

from some blunders, but his true and loyal adherence to, | 1¢apons. Ver. 51 Goliath was not the only vaunting

and identity with, God's cause are precisely what you infidel whose own sword has finally cut off his head.

and [ must have if we become God's allies. )
2. Alliance with God transfers to God all respon- HOME READINGS.

gibility for outcomes. Ver. 47. The man who is fight- M. David and Goliath, 1 Sam. 17.32-10,

ing his own battle may well be anxious about the re- 7u. David and Goliath. 18am. 17, 41-51.

sult; the man who is fighting God's battle can cast all W. The deflance. 18am, 17, 1-11,

care upon him. God is invincible; and if he is our Th. Not by might. Zech. 4. 1-10,

ally, *“‘though cast down" we cannot be destroyed. F. The Lord our helper. Psa. 146.

Whatever temporary retreats we may be compelled to S. Strength in God. Psa. 46,

make, we cannot be eventually defeated. 8. Man's weakness and God's strength. 1 Cor. 1.

3. Without conscious alliance with God, men's 20-81,
hearts are apt to fail in the presence of enemies. Vers,
32,33, Some of the most eloquent books of modern lit-
erature have been written in praise of that noble virtue,
self-reliance. But when a man knows he is weak
when be knows his best human friends have died or de-
serted him ; when his highest hopes have already been TIME.—1063 B. C.
blighted: when he knows that the attack will be on the | PLACE.—Some point in Southern Judah.

side of his he & ready prey DOCTRINAL BUGGESTION. ~Trust in Ge(
o discouragement. But God's ally can well say with
pavid, * Let no man's heart fail him because of the
rmemy."

4. Allianee with God discounts the value of secular LESSON HYMNS,
defenses and weapons. Vers, 38, 39, The man who has
no other defense against his enemy’s sword must be No. 108, Domlnlonldnymol’nl-lt"
policitous about the quality of his own weapons. But if A“A l“,',‘l:':":°;, th: ["“:n'%.,’
he has that unknown and infinite quality—the help of
God, that weapon which John Bunyan describes as ** all No. 107, Dominion Hymnal.
prayer “'— he thinks less of the value of human help. Stand up | stand up for Jesus!

Ye soluiers of the cross!
8. In taking God's part one should always use his 208, Dominion H al.
own best talents. Ver. 40. The young warrior knew Wou 398, e

Y Idi f the Legion, have you heard
well that, however awkward he might be in Saul's “"ﬂn;?. c::,,‘:,.a‘ Kot )

‘The Five Stones in David's Sling.

1. Allianee can only be based on identity of in-

GOLDEN TEXT.
If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom.
8, 81,
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Coronation,

Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.
Fear not ! God is thy shield.

Am [ a soldier ?

When the King comes,

Battling for the Lord.

Stand up ! Stand up !

Onward, Christian soldiers,
Soldiers of the eternal King,

Jesus shall reign,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Saul and Dayid,
‘Was this the first acquaintance of Saul and David?
18am. 16, 19-23,
What was the occasion of his leaving Saul? vers,
13-15.

What was _the occasion of his presence now in the |

army? ver. 17. .

How came he to be in the presence of the king? vers.

How did his offer appear to the king ?

on%wlmt two points did David base his contidenoe 7
ver, 36.

How did Saul express his confidence ?

Can you find an argument here that David though a
youth was not small and light? What is it ?

In what did David show his wisdom ?
2. David and Goliath,

Who was Goliath ?

How did they approach each other ?

What ancient custom found also in classical literature |

is here illustrated ?

What was to be the result of this combat ? vers. 8, 9,

For what does David claim this combat was to be
fought ?

How was this same thought repeated many years later
by King Asa ? 2 Chron. 14, 11,

What was the method of David's warfare ?

What did he do to insure the certainty of vietory ?

How does the sword of Goliath appear afterward in
David's history 7 1 Sam. 21, 8-10,

What was the result of this battle—

(1) On the Philistines ¢
(2) On David? 1 Sam. 18, 6-9,
Practical Teachingn.

Here was a young man with the courage of his con-

victions: he believed God would help him fight this
champion, and he was brave enough to act up to his
belief,
Here was perfect faith.  Not, I hope the Lord will de-
liver: not, I think he will deliver ; not, I pray that he
will deliver; but, He will deliver me. Is that your
faith in Christ ?

Here was a plain, simple, honest man, not trying to be
more than he was,

He could not use Saul's sword. He could use his own
sling. He was not ashamed to use the weapons in
which he was skilled. Are you?

He followed up the stone from his sling with a blow
from his enemy’s own sword.

He did not half do_his work. He made it thorongh.
He left no chance for the giant to recover from the
stun of the stone. How do you treat sin ?

Hiuts for Home Study.

1, Read the story of the Philistines,

2. Locate geographical'y this people.

4. Locate on a map this battle-fleld.

4. Find in Roman history a parallel story,

5. Find in earlier history a record of some jealous
brethren,

|
6. Write the most important sentence for usto remem- |

ber that this lesson contains.

QUESTIONS FOR INVERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Saul and David, v, 32-39,
What brave proposal did David make to Saul ?
What doubt. did Saul express ?
What danger threatened David while a shepherd ?
What deed of valor did he perform ?
What did be say about Goliath ?
Upon whom did David rely for deliverance ¥
What blessing did Saul give David ¢
With what did the king arm him ?
What did David attempt to do ?

What did he say about the armor ?
w_wl'!m armor does our King provide for us? Eph. 6,
3-17,
2. David and Goliath, v, 40-51,
With what weapons did David arm himself ?
How was the Philistine attended ?
How did he feel toward David ?
In what words did he express his disdain ?
What was his boastful challenge ?
On what did each rely in coming to battle ?
What did David predict as to the result ?
What would the people then learn ?
What reliance have we against foes ¥ (Golden Text.)
How did David meet his enemy ?
What was the result of the attack ?
What did David do to his foe ?

‘Teachings of the Lesson.
| By what in this lesson are we taught—
| 1. That God gives wisdom to his servants?
2. That faith in God gives courage in danger?
3. That God honors those who trust him ?

| Home Work for Young Bereans,
| Learn what tribe of Israel was famous for its sklllful
slingers,
Learn what was done with Gollath’s armor and sword.
Learn where Saul's armor was placed after his death,
Learn what promotion came to David because of his
victory over Goliath,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Who came again to fight the Israclites? The Phie
listines,
What great giant was among them? Goliath,
| What did he call the Israelites to do? Choose a man
to fight with him,
Why were the Israelites frightened ¢ Because they
had no one strong enough to fight Goliath,
Who offered to fight the giant? David.
What did Saul say? ‘I'hat David was toe young,
What did David tell S8aul? That God would give
him strength,
What did Saul put upon David? His own armor,
What did David prefer to this? A wl five
small stones, [ ¢ Lord,
In whose name did David meet Goliath 7 The na:
What did he say the Lord would do? Deliver
giant into his hands, [and shield.
How was Goliath armed 7 With asword, and spear,
What did David throw with his sling? A lirtlestone,
What did the stone do? Smote the giant in the
forehead,
Who then took his sword and slew him?  David,
What did the Philistines ¢ ¢ They fled,
In whose strength did Goliath trust? In his own,
What de sod give to his children who trust him’
His own strength,

Words with Little People,
| QUESTIONS TO ANSWER TO YOURSELF,
| Have you ever met Giant Self-will 7
Do you know that he wants to slay you ?
Have you used the sling of God’s truth ?
Do you believe that a little word of God, thrown in
faith, will kill him ?

THE LESSON CATECHIsSM,
[For the entire school.]
1. What event was the occasion for the story of our

lesson? A war with the Philistines,

2. To what issue did the Philistines challenge Israel ?
To that of single combat,

3. Who offered to take up the challenge ¢ David,
the shepherd of Bethlehem,

4. What was the one purpose of his offer ? Toshow
that God ruled in Israel,

5. What thought of the nQosllo Paul is like that of
David? *“If God be for us,” ete.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
41. What is meant by saying that God is holy ?

That His nature is perfectly good and without the pos-
eibility of evil, and that He cannot ellow sin in His
creatures,

Ye shall be holy ; for I am holy.—Leviticus xi. 44,
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B. C. 1062.]
Authorized Version,
1 Sam. 20, 1-13, [ Commit to memory verses 3, 4.]
P> ] 1 And Da’vid fled from Nuw/ioth in
3 Ra/mah. and came and said before
A Jon’a-than, What have I done? what
il is mine iniquity? and what is my sin
| before thy futher, that he scel keth

fmy life?

J 2 Aud he said unto him, God for-
g bid; thou shalt not die: behold, my

A father will do nothing, either great
or small, but that he will show it to me: and why
ghould my father hide tAis thing from me? it is not so.

3 And Da’vid sware moreover, and said, Thy father
certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine
eyes; and he saith, Let not Jon’a-than know this, lest
he be grieved: but truly, as the Lorp liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death.

4 Then #aid Jow’a-than unto Dav’id, Whatsoever thy
soul desireth, I will even do il for thee.

5 And Da’vid suid unto Jona-than, Behold, to-mor-
row is the new moon, and I shonld not fuil to sit with
the King nt meat: but let me go, thut I may hide myself
in the field unto the third day at even.

6 If thy futher at all miss me, then eay, Da’vid ear-
nestly asked leave of me that he might run to Beth’le-
hem his city; for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all
the family.

7 If he say thus, 7t is well; thy servant shall have
peace: but if he be very wroth, tken be sure that evil is
determined by him.

8 Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant;
for thou hast brought thy servant into & covenant of
the Lorp with thee: notwithstanding, if there be in
me iniquity, slny me thyself; for why shouldest thou
bring me to thy father?

9 And Jon/a-thun said, Far be it from thee: for if 1
knew certuinly thut evil were determined by my futher |
to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee?

10 Then said Da’vid to Jon’a than, Who shall tell
me? or what i/ thy father answer thee roughly?

11 And Jowa-than said unto Da’vid, Come, and let us |
go out into the field. And they went out both of them
into the field.

12 And Jon’a-than said unto Da’vid, O Lorp God of
I¢’ra-el, when I have sounded my father about to-mor-
row any time, or the third day, and, behold, i there be
good toward Da’vid, and I then send not unto thee,
und show it thee;

13 The Lorp do 8o and much more to Jon‘a-than,
but if it please my father /o do thee evil, then 1 will
«how it thee, and send thee away, that thoa muyest go
in pence: and the Lorp e with thee, as he hath been
with my father,

LESSON X. DAVID AND JONATHAN.

|Sept. 8.
Revised Version,

1 And Da’vid fled from Nw/ioth in Ra’wah, and came
and said before Jon’a-than, What have 1 done ? what
is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy

2 father that he seeketh my life? And he said unto
him, God forbid; thou shalt not die; behold, my
father doeth nothing either great or small, but that
he discloseth it nnto me: and why should my father

3 hide this thing from me? It is not so. And Da'vid
sware moreover, and said, Thy father knoweth well
that I have found grace in thine eyes: and he saith,
Let not Jon’a-than know this, lest he be grieved : but
truly as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there

4 i8 but a step between me and death. Then said Jon’-
a-than unto Da’vid, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I

5 will even do for thee, And Da’vid said unto Jon'a~
than, Behold, to-morrow is the new moon, and I
should not fail to sit with the king at meat : but let
me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the

6 third day at even. If thy father miss me at all, then
say, Da'vid earnestly asked leave of me that he might
run to Beth’le-hem his city : for it is the yearly sacri-

7 fice there for all the family. If hesay thus, It is well;
thy servant shall have peace : butif he be wroth, then

8 know that evil is determined by him. Therefore deal
kindly with thy servant: for thou hast brought thy
servant into a covenant of the LORD with thee: but
if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself ; for why

9 shouldest thou bring me to thy father? And Jow'a-
than said, Far be it from thee : for if I should at all
know that evil were determined by my father to come

10 upon thee, then would not [ tell it thee? Then said
Da’vid to Jon’a-than, Who shall tell me if perchance

11 thy father answer thee roughly ? And Jon’a-than said
unto Da’vid, Come and let us go out into the field.
And they went out both of them into the fleld.

12 And Jon’a-than said unto Da'vid, the LORD, the
God of Israel, be witness; when I have sounded my
father about this time to morrow, or the third day,
behold, if there be good toward Da’vid, shall I not

13 then send unto thee, and disclose it unto thee? The
LORD do so to Jon‘a-than, and more also, should 1t
please my father to do thee evil, if T disclose it not
unto thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go in
peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been
with my father.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. After David's great victory over
Goliath, a most noble friendship sprang up between him
and Jonathan, the son of Saul, See chap. 18, 1. It
would be difficult to find on the pages of history or of
fietion & more tender and touching exhibition of true
friendship. On the part of Jonathan it was the more
remarkable when we consider that David was destined
to become his rival for the throne, Even after this be-
came known to Jonathan (see chap. 20. 313 23, 17), his
love for David never cooled, but rather warmed into a
more intense affection. But Saul soon became jealous of
David, and sought to destroy him., He sent him out to
war against the Philistines, hoping that he might thus
beslain, Then he ordered his servants to assassinate
him, and sought to thrust him through with his own
spear (19. 10), but David escaped and fled to Samuel at
Ramah. Hearing of this Saul sent messengers thither
to take him prisoner, but three successive sets of mes-
sengers were seized by the spirit and prophesied when

finally went in person, but he also was smitten by the
same strange and overpowering influence of the Spirit
of God. This occasioned David's flight from Ramah, as
described in ‘he present lesson.

1. Fled from Naloth, The persistent attempts to take
him, described in the preceding chapter, prompted him
to embrace this opportunity to escape. The word
Naifoth, which s a plural nounand means ** habitations,
dwellings,” should not be regarded as a proper name,
but be understood of the dwellings of the band of prophets
over whom Samuel presided. The Targum renders the
word by **house of instruction.”” Here these disciples
of Samuel dwelt and trained themselves under the
prophet’s direction in holy exercises, How long David
had enjoyed this society before driven away by Saul's
persecution we cannot determine, but probably not
long. In Remah. Samuel’s home (chap. 7. 17),whither
he seems to have retired after Saul's inauguration as
king and founded these dwellings of the prophets,
Before Jonath He seeks the presence of his stead-

they came in sight of 8aul and his of p

and 80 were powerless to take the fugitive. Saul himself

fast friend, What, ., what....what, A threefold
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involving a fold p of his inno- ! illustration of sound ethics. It was in this case part of

cence. Comp. Psa. 7.3, 4, which seems to be a repeti-
tion of these words in lyric form. Seeketh my lite,
An expression of frequent occurrence, especially in the
Psalms, and implying the intent to destroy life.

2. God forhid, The Hebrew is one word, and is an
exclamation of abhorrence, equivalent to ** far be it!™
See ver. 9. Thou shalt not die. That is, a violent
death, such as David feared at the band of Saul. My
father will do nothing. He speaks in overweening

confidence, perhaps quieting his own fears and douabts |
in the hope of comforting his friend. Jonathau must |

have known of his father's attempts on David's life, but
he would fain attribute them to temporary insanity, for
his oath, as recorded in chap. 19. 6, seemed to have ended
all bis bitterness and hostility. 1o all this we now see
that Jonathan was in error. It is not so. There is a
mistake, he thinks ; some misunderstanding which can
be removed.

3. David sware,
matter than Jonathan, and so confident in his convice-
tion of Saul's purpose to kill him that he confirmed it
with an oath. Lest Jonathan be grieved. David
here shows a tender regard for his friend in suggesting
that Pbis father knew full well their friendship, and
therefore would not tell his plans to him lest he should
give him pain. The keen insight of David did not mis-
take the fell purpose of the God-forsaken king. Lord
tiveth. ...thy soul liveth. Common form of solemn
adjuration. (Comp.1 Sam. 1. 206; 2 Kings 2.2, 4,6.) A
step. Image of one who stands near the edge of a
fearful precipice, where one fatal step will plunge him
into death.

4. Whatsoever thy scul desireth. Here is another
of those earnest expressions of the heart's true devotion.
Whatever be Saul's feeling and purpose, Jonathan will
not waver in his love for David.

5. The new moon. According to the law of Num.
28, 11-15, the first of each month, which began with the
new moon, was celebrated with numerous offerings,
and from this passage it appears that Saul was accus-
tomed to observe it,not merely asa religious, but alsoas a
social or civil festival, 1 should not fail to sit with the
king. Being a member of the royal family and a son-
in-law of Saul, he would, of course, be expected to be
present at such a festival, which lasted several days,
David knows that he cannot absent himself without
causing remark, and, unless Saul's action toward him
lately was the result of mental derangement, the king
will show anger when he sees that his son-in-law avoids
him. Hide....unto the thirdday. From which it ap-
pears that the king’s festival was wont to continue at
least two days. (Comp. vers. 25-27.)

6. Earnestly asked leave of me. This implies
that Jonathan, as the prince, might lawfully assume
sufficient authority to grant his brother-in-law such a
Jeave of absence. Run to Bethlehem. As if imply.
ng only a hasty visit to his home. A yearly sacriflice,
As this was all a concerted plan to test the mind of Saul,
and as David did not in fact attend such a sacrifice on
this occasion, we need not suppose that any such feast
was observed at that time in Jesse's family. But the
incidental remark warrants the belief that such sacri-
ficial feasts were common among the families of Israel,
The law of Deut. 12. 5-7 supposes such family gatherings
at some central sanctuary ; but in those unsettled times,
with ark and tabernacle separate, each family would
feel at liberty to observe the sacrifice at such places as
seemed to them snitable. The morality of such prevari-

cation as this verse records is not to he defended as an

a concerted scheme to ascertain the real spirit and pur.
pose of 8aul. A careful study of the Bible should show
the folly of attempting to defend or apologize for all
the acts of the great and good men, whose life-story,
with its good and evil, is told as simple matter of fact,
The facts must stand on thewr own merits, to be judged
as we would judge the acts of other men.

7. Well....wroth. Saul's answer and manner in
the case will be recognized asa sure index of his feel.
ing toward David. If he says well, it will be evidence
that David may lay aside his fears, and be at peace;
but if Saul shows anger, there can no longer be any

| doubt that he Is determined to do evil against the son

David was more positive in this |

of Jesse.

8. Thoushalt deal kindly. And not join thy father
to carry out an evil design against me. Into a cove.
nant of the Lord. See chap. 18, 3. He regards the
covenant of friendship between them as one that has
been ratifled in the name of Jehovah, and his words
here, as well as the language of chap. 18, 1, imply that
Jonathan had taken the lead in forming this covenant
between them. Slay me thyself. He would ratker
die by the hand of his faithful friend, if he deserves
death, than fall the victim of a plot, or be brought
as a public eriminal to be put to death in the pres-
ence of the king.

9. Far helt. The same word translated * God for-
bid " in ver.2. Would not I tell thee? The original
text does not run in the form of a question, but rather as
the first part of the formula of an oath (comp. vers. 12,
13), which was interrupted by David's question. Thus:
** For if 1 should certainly know that the evil were deter-
mined by my father to come unto thee, and should not
make it known to thee—"" If he had gore on he would
naturally have added, ** May God inflict worse things on
me,” but David puts a stop to what he was evidently
about to say by what is related in the next verse,

10. Who shall tell me. Who will make known to
me the manner in which Saul regards my not coming to
the feast? He has no one to befriend him or give him
information if Jonathan will not. Answer ' thee
roughly. anger at the of David, as
suggested in ver. 7.

11. Let us go oat into the fleld. The conversation
up to this point seems to have been in or very near
the town of Gibeah, where Saul had his residence (chap.
15. 84; 23. 19; 26. 1), but now, for greater privacy, they
go forth into the field some distance from the city.

12. Jonathan said. Having taken David out be-
yond observation from the city, he opens his conversa-
tion with a solemn oath. d my father,
out, explored the purposes and feelings of his father
toward David. About to-morrow any time. Rather,
* About this time to-morrow.” He hopes by the follow-
{ug day to ascertain the matter truly ; or, if not on the
morrow, certainly by the third day. This, as well as
vers. 26 and 27, implies that the festival of the new moox
continued at least two days. Send.. .show. Insom¢
clear way he swears to inform David of the result of hit
sounding his father.

13. The Lord do so and much more to Jonathan,
This was a customary form of solemn asseveration
Comp. Ruth 1. 17 ; 1 Kings 19. 2. The purport of it in
every case is that the person swearing solemnly invoked
upon himself a like or worse evil than any suggested by
the occasion which led him to take the oath. If it
plense my father to do thee evil, It seems thatsome
word has fallen out of the text here, where the trans-
lators have supplied to do. Perhaps it should be as in
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ver, 9, Lo come upon thee, [ will show it thee, T'ne
signals concerted between them, in case there m'~ht be
noopportunity for conversation, are detailed in the sequel |
of this chapter. ‘Thou mayest go in peace. That is,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

way umn um. lugguwd lbove, his ** many lrlends i
nearly brought him to destruction by the jealousy which
they roused against him. To which of them did he turn
in his peril? To the very one who might have been

without any molestation on the part of or by
any one, so far as Jonathan can control the case. Ashe
hath been with my father. Here and in the next
verse Jonathan clearly reveals his conviction that David |
will become king, and wield the regal power in Israel.
How he came to know this can only be conjectured.
The anointing by Samuel may have been noised abroad ;
and the propheey of Samuel had declared to Saul him-
self that the kingdom should be given to another, These
facts, together with the great victories and popularity of |
David, were known to Jonathan, and were sufficient to
foreshadow the destiny of his friend.

In this lesson observe :

1. The bitterness of a confiding soul, conscious of in-
nocence, under a sense of malignant persecution.

2, How rare the love that remains constant and rises
above all political rivalries and jealousy.

3. The tenderness and fidelity of such affection.

English U'eacher’s Notes.

THE amount of strain which a thing can bear depends |
on the foree of cohesion existing between its particles, or
the force of adhesion existing between its different
parts. We naturally place the hlghest value on what
will bear the most.

If we read the whole of the verse from which our |
Golden Text is taken, we shall find a comparison sug-
gested between the adhesive qualities, not of any ma- |
terial thing, but of friendship between man and man, |
Two different words are used here for * friends " and |
“friend,” and although they are both used iu other pas-
sages to signify a friend in the truest sense of the word,
vet the difference here calls us to take special notice
of what is said concerning each. The possesssion of |
*friends " requires, according to the Authorized Ver-
sion, Prov. 18, 24, that a * man show himself friendly.”
The Revised Version, on the other hand, renders the
same passage, ** He that maketh many friends doeth it
to his own destruction.” The two explain one another.
The * friends " spoken of require entertaining, gifts,
ete., perhaps they will even come upon their friend for
*“surety,” as we read in Prov. 6. 1,2: 17, 18, and the
consequence is that he will suffer Inss But we might |
ask: if a man stands by his friends in their hour of
need, will they not stand by him in his? The silence
of the text here is a plain negative. The persons spoken
of are fair-weather friends, such as will ecrowd about a
man as long as he is prosperous ; but when his time of
trouble comes they cannot bear the strain, the adhesion
gives way, the friendship is at an end. The adhesion
brought before us in the latter half the verse (our
Golden Text) is of very different quality, and will bear
whatever strain is put upon it. This **friend ™ ** stick-
eth closer than a brother.” And the passage for read-
ing gives us an example of just sucha one.

After his victory over Goliath, David had stepped at
once from comparative obscurity into the full blaze of |
prosperity and honor. The king's own guest, the |
prince’s friend, the leader of the royal army, the person
on whom the eyes of all the nation were fixed with ad-
miration and approval, he must have been surrounded
by a crowd of so-called friends. But his time of trouble
came quickly. The pride of Saul could not brook the
favor accorded every-where to the young champéon of
Israel, and David found himself in imminent danger,
“but a step between [bim| and death,” In another

to feel the greatest jealousy. The knowledge
that David was chosen of God to be Saul’s successor
must already have come to Jonathan (ver. 15), and the
preservation of David meant o his friend the loss of the
crown. But so true was the friendship, that it not only
bore the strain, but did not even feel it. Jonathan was
ready to take up his friend’s cause and endure the re-
proaches and taunts of Saul his father for his friend’s
suke. We may well believe that what David's son had
heard from his father was in his mind when he penned
the words: “a friend that sticketh closeth than a
brother,”

What was it that made the friendship of Jonathan
thus true and loyal? Verse 8 tells us: *“Thou hast
brought thy servant into a covenant of the Lord with
thee.”  And so Jonathan, the prince who chose for his
friend the shepherd youth, becomes for us the type of *

| that Friend who stooped from on high to set his love
| upon the sinner.
. David and Jonathan, not in heart (1 Sam. 23. 16-18:

Circumstances and death parted

2 8am, 1. 26, 27), but in bodily presence, Circumstances
and death may part us for a time from the truest
earthly friend: but the Friend who, by his own loss,
suffering, and death, won safety, peace, and eternal joy
for us, not merely ** loveth at all times ™ (Prov. 17. 17),

| but has promised, ** Lo, I am with you alway."

Cambridge Noles.

The romantic friendship of David and his true-hearted
brother-in-law sprang up, according to the narrative in-
serted in our Hebrew text, at the close of last week's

! lesson, when the youthful hero returned from the battle

of Elah. No man ever had a nobler friend. How David's
fervid soul prized such a friendship we see through the
whole narrative, and most pathetically in his exquisite
lament upon the hero’s untimely death, It is pleasing
to remember that the suspicions and intrigues of a kingly
court, so keenly anticipated by Jonathan in this touching
interview (vers. 14-17), did not tempt David to forget his
aucient love.

VER. 1. Came to Gibeah, escaping from his asylum
while S8aul was in his trance. He would make one last
effort at reconciliation be.ure accepting the hard alter-
native of outlawry. What. The consciousness of inno-
cence here exhibited may be well paralleled in some of
the score or so of genuine Davidic psaln.s which sober
eriticism can be expected to rescue from the extravagant
theorists of to day. VER. 2. Jonathan imagines that
Saul does not know of their friendship, and that there-
fore his not hearing of these designs conclusively dis-
proved them. God forbid. ** Far be it.” The divine
name belongs only to the English idiom. Discloseth.
See margin and note on chap. 9. 15, August 4. It isnot
80. Saul had sworn to protect David (chap. 19. 6), and his
loyal son attributes his violence to the madness rather
than to any settled design. VER. 3. Sware. Reasserting
that 8aul sought his life, with the oath given in the iue.
clause of the verse, Be grieved. The inconsistencies of
Saul’s clouded brain need hardly be pressed, or we might
well ask whether the execution of the plot would not
*grieve " Jonathan far more, The words, however, are
only David's inference, and itseems much better to take
a suggestion from the LXX. and read *' Lest he take
counsel " with David. VER.4. The margin is better
here. VER. 5. New moon, See Num, 10, 10; 28, 11-15;
Psa, 82, 3: Amos 8 5: Isa. 1. 13, 14, In 2 Kings 4, 23 we
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have a hint that religious instruction from prophets was
also a mark of the day. The month began on the even-
ing when the ** new moon," that is, the crescent, first ap-
peared. The banquet was a religious feast, as is indi-
cated by ver. 26, [ should not fail. The Hebrew is
possibly defective: the LXX. reads, “I cannot surely
sit.”  Meat. Of course in its archaic sense of ** eating.”
David, as a member of the royal family, “‘ate at the
king's table.” Th.rd day. It seems that the new moon
and the day following were holidays, and David, having
no ofMeial duties, would thus be missed only at the even-
ing meal. VER. 6. We cannot tell whether this was a
mere pretext, or whether David really w home re- |
turning in the morning of the third day. Yearly. \[» '
parently the month was the first of the civil year, on the |
first day of which we infer the Israelites held family |
re-unions  accompanied  with  sacritices,  Comnp.
chap, 1. 21, At this period sacrifices were held in |
uther places besides the central sanctuary, since ml-\
documents of the Deuteronomic law were not known to |
the people for centuries after. VER. 7. Determined.
Not only a frenzied impulse, but a settled purpose,
Comp. Isa. 10, 23, VER, 8, Deal: The words are an ap-
peal to Jonathan to fulllll in action the pledges of friend-
ship which he had himself offered in Jehovah's presence,
VER, 9. Far be it, This phrase ought to have been used
to translate the identical Hebrew rendered * God for-
bid" in ver. 2, Then. A word has probably fallen out
of the Hebrew, and we should read with the LXX.,
** And if thou art not in thy cities, then I will myself
[protect] thee," the word in brackets being a conjecture
of Klostermann’s, which considerably improves the sense,
Ir David should be in one of the cities of his tribe he
would be to a certain extent out of Saul's reach. This
change makes David's next words natural, which they
are not if Jonathan had already promised to send him

news. VER. 10, If perchance. For Jonathan himself | 2,

could easily bring good tidings. VER. 11. They went
into the open country, afraid of Saul's returning to
Gibeah, and there they arranged the place where the
signal wasto be given. VER. 12, | Be witness.] A word
hus dropped out of the Hebrew, [* As. ..liveth "] is
perhaps a better supplement.  This time. Toward even-
ing, when the chief meal was served. VER. 13. Do so0,
ete. A common form of adjuration in the books of Sam-
uel and Kings, elsewhere only once. Ruth 1. 17. The
*%0" includes all the consequences felt to belong to
perjury. Jehovah be with thee, as. All Jonathan's
noblest qualities come out in this deeply pathetic sen-
tence, We cannot help wondering that the crown was
snatched from a man who, if any mortal ever deserved
the name, was ** after Jehovah's heart.” Yet we may
remember that a higher reward than the anxious glorie: |
of a king awaited the high-souled prince, and that the
tragedy of his life was fitting him to encourage and guide
maukind by an example which can never die.

The Liesson Council.

Question 1. How may we regavd Jonathan as a
type of Christ?

As Jesus is mediator between the sinner and God, so
Jonathan stood between David and Saul, his father. In
the spirit of self sacrifice exhibited, Jonathan presents
an apt type of him who gave his life even for his enemies,
Jonathan’s yearning desire to befriend David prefigures
Jesus’s undying love for us, As Christ left his home in
heaven that he might exalt us as heirs to his kingdom,
30 Jonathan, heir to his father's throne, in the spirit of
selenegﬂtlun vielded his place for the promotion of
David.—Rev. 8. McGerald.

Were we to draw a complete picture, with outraged
Justice and holiness on the one side, sin and disobedience
on the other, and between the two a propitiator and in-
tercessor, representing God's economy of justice and
grace dealing with sin, any attempt to find an anaiogy
here becomes an outrageous parody. For in Saul we find
neither justice, righteousness, nor real power ; while in
David there isno guile. But separating Jonathan from
both the other figures, we may regard him as typifying
Christ in the offices of Saviour, Intercessor, Propitiator,
Helper, and ** Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,"
—Rev. Charles E. Giddings.«

The business of types is overdone. Jonathan is in no
| proper sense a type of Christ, although in his relation to
David he in some n-~|m ts illustrates our Saviour's relu-
tions to us.—Rev. Manker, D.D.

L. ** For Jonuthan's sake ' David showed kindness to
Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son (2 Sam. chap. 9), restor-
ing his inberitance and giving him a place at the royal
tavle : ** for Christ's sake ™ does man regain the inherit-
ance lost by sin and gain a place at our Master's table,
2, The covenant of friendship between Jonathan and
David (1 Sam. 18, 3) is symbolic of Christ’s promise to re-
deem us,  As Christ’s sacriice and promise are an out.
growth of his love (Gal. 2. 20), so Jonathan's pledge
sprang from his love, 2, Sam. 1. 26, 3. Jonathan hum-
bled himself (1 Sam. 18, 4): Christ humbled himself,
Heb, 2, 9-18; Phil. 2.7, 8. 4. Jonathan, the king's son,
interceded for David ll Sam. 19. 1-7) ; Christ, the Son of
the King of kings, **ever liveth to make intercession for
us.” Heb. 7, 25; 1 John 2. 1.—Rev. Edwin Post.

1. He favored the friendless. Although living at the
court of Saul, yet David was friendless. Socfally he was
beneath Jonathan, yet the prince and heir loved the
persecuted and dejected youth, and proffered his aid.
His peril was safety for others. God's kingdom
cories through plans and processes. David was more to
his times, because Jonathan risked the king's wrath to
shield him. 3. His death was his people’s gain. Jona-
than’s heirship stood between David and the throne, He
maintained in battle his father’s rights as king. Dying
in the effort his body was villainously treated. Friends,
remembering bis past service, brought back and buried
his boay.—Rev. Manley 8. Hard, D.D.

Liesson Word-Pictures.
Somebody fleeing !
He stole away from Naioth, where Israel's king was
committing such extravagances. He is on his way—
whither? That he is a fugitive, his conduct proves,

| He anxiously looks back now and then as if fearing

pursuit. He picks out the loneliest ways at times.
Now you see him in the highway, but somebody comes
and he takes to the flelds, What, this man avoiding
any body? Why, from Dan to Beersheba the land has
echoed with that name, *‘David!™ *David!™ He
killed Goliath! Israel's most popular man a runaway !

Yes, a runaway. Now in the highway, then in the
felds ; now shrinking close up to the shelter of a cliff,
then running under a tree, David, a fugitive, huntec
down, despised like a dog, accursed like a leper!

And so he wants a Friend : some one to whom he
can tell all his story ! O water in the dry valley, rock-
shadow in the weary land, palm in the desert—a Friend,
loving, strong, abiding !

**There is Jonathan !" David has said. **He is my
friend. I will tell him."

Jonathan? He is the son of the man from whom
David flees ;.to whom David is as a dog, a leper,
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If that hther can get his hands on David's throat he
will throttle David.

Go and tell this to the son.

What will Jonathan say ?

How will be meet David ?

Will not the water be shrunken away from the valley,
the rock be leveled to the plain, the palm be blasted in
the desert ¢

* "Il goto that friend. I'll trust him," says David.

And there he is, there is Jonathan, coming out to meet
David, the old smile in his face, the old warmth to his
band, the old love in his heart !

“Poor fellow! My David! You are in trouble!
Tell me all ! he seems to cry.

True friend, Jonathaa !

It is 80 good to have a friend.

But how can Jonathan let David know ¥

They have gone out into the fleld now, their arms
wound about one another, leaning upon one another,
talking in the old spirit of trust and confldence.

In this very fleld, to-morrow night, David will be hidden
away, down in some hollow, behind a shrub, in the cleft
of a rock. Here he will be a hide-away day after day
and Jonathan will let him know the mind of the king.

Sogood is it to have " a Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother.”

Blackboard.

oJONATHAN'S [RIENDSHIP

IN PROSPERITY
OR ADVERSITY
ALWAYS THE. SAME.

DIRECTIONS. Draw the cube with white lines ; the top
sentence light blue, and the other words in pink and
green,

APPLICATION. True friendship is not one thing on one
side and something else on the other; it is true which-
ever way you turn it. The most enduring friendship
among men is cemented by love to God. Friendship
that i- not true often uses a word of three letters, name-
1y. ner, and with this word qualifies kind words spoken
about another person. Ilustration: ** He is a noble
fellow—but—" ** He is a good preacher—but—" * Da~
vid is a brave man, buf he wants to be king."” Beware
of such an unfriendly preposition.

Primary and Intermedinte.

LESSON THovGHT. Jesus the Best Friend.

Let some child tell what he can about David up to this
time. Tell that his home had been for about a year in
Saul's royal palace, and that he was a captain in Saul's
army, with a thousand men under him. He had married
Saul's daughter, Michal, so that he was now the king's
son-in-law. Let another tell what he ean of Saul. See if
children think Saul was happy. He was king, and had
great pewer, but he was doing wrong. He did not obey
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(:od and so his heart became a home for evil passions.
No one is happy who is not obeying God.

Make a heart on the board with a serpent in it. Tell
that this serpent in Saul's heart was envy. He hated
David, because he saw that others loved him. When
we welcome any wrong passion others will come. Envy
leads to hatred, and hatred to murder. Soon Saul
wanted to murder David, just because he loved himself
80 much! Tell some of the ways he took, and how
David at last had to fiee from him.

Make two hearts, and tell of
the wonderful love David and
| Jonathan had for oneanother.
| Tell who Jonathan was, and
| why he loved David. Love for
| God was in Jonathan's heart.
When he saw the same love in
David’s heart it made him
glad, und he loved David too.
Tell how Jonathan tried
It grieved him t have his father hate
David. Tell how he tried to influence his father, but
failed, and how true he was to David in all this sad
time. It cost Jonathan great trouble to be David's
friend, but he was willing to take all the trouble for
love's sake. Teach that we have a great enemy. Print
his name - Satan—upon the board.- He is very strong,
and we are very weak. How shall we be saved from
him?

Print, in very large letters, **Jesus, our Brother."
Jesus was sent to this world by God our Father, to find
us in our trouble and danger, and to save us from it.
Jesus was God's beloved Son.  Then he is our Brother.

Our enemy, Satan, means to kill us. But our strong
Brother and Friend means to save us, if we will let him.
Suppose David bad run away from Jonathan, and ‘never
asked his help? We must not forget to ask Jesus to
help us. Print further words so that the board will
read, ** Jesus, our Brother, wants tosave us from Satan,"
Shall we let him do it When? Why not right away,
even to-day !

help David.

Bercan Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

First. Elicit from teachers the successive dramatic in-
cidents which changed David from being Saul's favorite
to be the victim of his jealousy. Make these scenes as
vivid as possible, Antiquity does not furnish another
chapter more attractive to the historic student, and ma-
terials for its study are rich and generally accessible
Seeond, Show that the historie books of the Bible -es-
pecially Samuel and Kings—are really biographical ;
they furnish a rich field for the study of human nature.
Ask two or three teachers, beforehand, to bring to the
meeting as many wise sayings, ifllustrative of truths
which are also illustrated by the lesson, as they can find

current proverbs, quotations from Shakespeare, Bacon,
Pope, Browning, etc., or statements of their own on
jealousy, friendship, ete. The highest wisdom comes
from the study of men, and in this month's lessons are
the best of subjects. Dig out as much of this wisdom as
possible. ... Third, Remember that this scene is one
little act in the great drama of the world’s redemption.
David, Saul, Samuel, Jonathau alike derive their chief
importance *> mankind to-day from their historic rela-
tion to the Lord Jesus. ... Fourth, It is not always inju-
dicious to consider such a passage as this typically ...
Fifth. Remember that God's word is chiefly valuable,
in almost every part, for its direct spiritual lessons.

This passage has many. What are they ?
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NALY LAL AND BIBLICAL 0!
David's Friend and Our Friend.
I. A Rovai Frienp,
David. ... said before Jonathan. v. 1.
“Saul'sson ¢ hted....in David.” 1 Sam. 19, 2.
** Our fello ...fon Jesus.” 1 John 1. 3,
II. A~ Interciviy  Frieso.
My father w td n thing. v. 2.
** Wherefore shall he be slain 7™ 1 Sam, 20, 32,
** We have an advocate,” 1John 2, 1,
111. A Lovine Frieap,
I have found grac: in thine eyes. v. 3.
** Loved him as bis own soul.” 18am. 18, 1.
** Having lcv d his own,” John 13, 1.
IV. A GENERous ¥RIEND.
Whatsoever thy soul desireth..v. 4.
** Jonathan stripped himself.” 1 San. 18, 4.
** Christ died for us.” Rom. 5. 8.
V. A Covexant Frieso,
Brought thy servant into a covenant, v. 8,
** Jonathan made a covenant,” 1 Sam. 2. 16, 17,
** Mediator of a better covenant.” Heb. 8, 6,
VI. A Lovar Friexo,
If Iknew....wowld not [tell? v. 9.
**Iam with you alway.” Matt. 28, 20,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
True Friendship,

1. Not all friendly people are friends. Not many
true friends come in a life-time, and young people ought
to carefully sift all candidates for their affection, aud
cherish fondly those that are left. Some roll to-
gether like marbles, with a soft and gen h, and
roll away again without making any impre:si  on each
other. ¢ Friendly people they ara, eatd leasanter
to meet than most others, but 1virr U ns  their ac-
quaintances arve very different from th Davi_ and
Jonathan. There are, on the oth r han , som: people
who seem made for each other; th y  in euichother's
natures like two brushes. Loyalty to su fends is a
lofty virtue ; treason to them is a crim God in his
infinite love may pardon, but man cann t easi:y forgive,

2. “ There is a Friend that sticketh loser than a
brother.,” This apt quotation has often been used to
emph\usl/,e divine love, but it was originally a philosophic

perhaps the oute of 'S own ex-
perience. There are inthis world friendships even more
deeply based than the delightful relationships of the
family. ** Better is a neighbor that is near than a
brother that is far off,” is another provorb,  There is no
sneer more contemptuous than that which we sometimes
hear against the friendships of youth, Let our young
people, after prayerful selection, recognize the immeas-
urable value of the affection of a fellow being.

3. True friendship wa s warmest in times of trial.
A funeral will bring all your kindly neighbors to your
door with words of sympathy, provided the disease which
took away your friend was not infectious. But an in-
fection, ora cruel misrepresentation which those who
do not know you are ready to believe, or the loss of
maney and social prestige, or the disgraceful act of some
friend, which has ** got into the newspapers,” or a big

blunder of your own—any of these will fmmediately act |

asa social sieve, and those whose friendship s not really
great will fall through like dust, while the few true
friends will remain. Saul's court had gone wild in glo-

rification of David a few months before this incident, |

The women had all danced #nd sung, and the men had
expressed their heartiest admiration of the young cham-
pion who had slain Goliath. Now the sifting process
bad come, and one friend was saved by the sieve,

[Sept. 8.

4 me 8 our best frll nd. This is a trite observa-
tion, but it is literally true. Measured by his love for
us, by his self-denial for our sakes, by the advantages
his affection bas secured for us, indeed by any measure-
ment that we are accustomed to use in grading the
friends of earth, Jesus is our best friend,

**If human kindness meets return,
And owns the grateful tie,

If tender thoughts within us burn
To feel a friend is nigh ;

O shall not warmer accents tell
The gratitude we owe

To Him who died our fears to quell,
And save from endless woe? "

HOME READINGS,
M. Duvid and Jonathan, 1 Sam. 20.
T'u. The covenant, 1 Suin. 20. 16-2:
W. Friendship begun, 1 Sam. 18, 1-9,
7Th. Jonathan pleads for David. 1 sun 19. 1-7.
F. The last meeting. 1Suam. 23. 1
S.” Friendship remembered. 2 Sum, 9. 1-7
8. Friends of Jesus. John 15, 9-17,
GOLDEN TEXT.
There is a friend that sticketh closer than &
brother. Prov. 18. 24.
TIME.—1062 B. C.
PLACE.-Gibeuh,
DoctriNAL SususTIoN, —Covenant-keeping.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 188, Dominion Hymnal.

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear |

No. 126, Dominion Hymnal.

Great God and wilt thou condescend
To be my father and my friend ?

No. 120, Dominion Hymnal,

My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lawb of Calvary.

Love divine, all love excelling.
Looking unto Jesus,

Youthful consecration.

Safely sheltered.

What a Friend !

I need thee.

The solid Rock.

Greenwood.

He leadeth me,

Lenox.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. David’s Danger,
From whom was David in danger ?
What had caused Saul's hostility ¥
2 Hnw had he attempted to arrest David? 1 Sam. 19,
2, 21,

What had prevented thearrest? 1 Sam, 19, 22-24,
How did David escape from this peril ?
To what place did he flee ?
What reason did he give to Jonathan why his fatber
did not inform him of his purpose ?
2. David's Device.
What reason muld Dn\ id have had for thinking Saul's
purpose chan
How did he pmpmu- u discover the real feeling of Saul?
Was this superstition, or was it a sensible proposal ?
Give the reason for this answer.
Was there any thing miraculous about it ¥
Give a reason for your answer.
What proof « * conscious innocence is here ?
qu?nl contidence does be display in the love of Jona~
n
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3. Jonathan's Oath,

How did Jonathan prove his love—(1) In word ¥ (2)
Inact? (3) Inpl

What evidence is there that Jonathan knew that David
expected to be king 7

What evidence that Saul expected that David would
aspire to the kingdom ¢ 1 8am. 20, 31,

What was the covenant that David and Jonathan
wade ¢ vers, 16, 17,

Did David keep his covenant 7 2 8am, 9.1, 3, 7: 21. 7.

What was the means hy \\nhh .lnnallmn informed
David of his father’s wrath'? vers, 19-22,

In what '\\nnlx did Jouathan once murv repeat his
wath 7 ver,

Practical Teachings.

Learn the lesson of love : It protects, or attempts it.
ver. 2, It promises help, ver. 4. It pledges fdelity.
ver, 9. It asks love in return. vers, 14, 15, But this h‘
human love only. |

- God 50 Joved the world,™ ete, John 3. 16.
" Herein is love, not that we,” ete, 1 John 4. 10,
" There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.™ |
Hints for Home Study, |

1. Learn how David came to be at Naijoth, \

2. Loeate Naioth geographically.

3. Learn what you can about the allusion in chap. 19. |
), to a " company of prophets,”

4 Writeout in the form of our present speeeh all llll“ [ m

conversation of David and Jonathan. |
QUESTIONS FOR I\’I‘EII\II'.DI,\ TESCHOLARS, [
1. David’s Danger, |
What friend did D ~¢ek in danger? |
What questions did he agk?
What was Jonathan's reply ¥
What shows that David's uunger was great?

2. David’s Device,a. 4-8,
What pledge of heip did Jonathan make?
What was expected of David on the next day?
What feast would then be observed? Num, 28. 11-15.
What excuse did he suggest for his absence?
nlln'r‘ would Saul's answer show his feeling toward
AV
Why did David expect kindness from Jonalhun'
What did he request if he deserved death?
3. Jonathan's Oath, v. 9-13.
What groor of friendship did Jonathan give?
For what tidings was David anxious?
Where did the friends then go?
What solemn promise did Jonathan make?
To whom did_he appeal to witness his promise?
Of what true Friend does the Golden Text tell?

‘Feachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The nature of true friendship?
2, The value of true frlend-hlp'
s The of true friendship? !

Home Worll for Vonng Bereans,
Learn the reuson of Duvid's fear of Saul,
Learn of Jonathan's plan to warn David, and how it
resulted.
Find in the book of Proverbs directions how to win
and hold friends,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
& “:m was David's true friend?  Jonathan, the son of
au
Who was David's enemy 7  King saul, L
Why did Saul hate David7 He was jealous of him,
What did David have to d Flee from maul.
““'h.l‘n did Saul command? ‘That David should be

To whom did David complain 7 To Jonathan,

What did Jonathan say? That his father would not
kill him.

nr what did lhnld convinee Jonathan s OF saul's

tred toward hi
What did .lunnlhun offer to do for Davidz  Whatever

David asked him,

What did l)u\l(l ask hitnz ‘That he might hide in
the field,

What did he want Jonathan to dor  To find omt
whether the King was very angry,

When did Saul expect tosee Duvid s The next day

t the feast,

\\hm did Jonathan }mmn«- to dor To let David
know how his father felr,
Why was Jonathan willing to help David 7 Beeause
e loved him,
What strong, true Friend have we: Jesus,
Whut does Jesus want to do 7 To save uy from our

nemy.
Who is the enemy that wants to slay us’ sSatan,

\\ ords with Little People,
NATHAN WAS A TRUE FRIEND.

Willing w help. self-forgetful, pu(h- , and loving.
JESUS B Fr

IS A
*One lhn-n- is above nll nlht'nl.
0, how he loves !
His is love be mud a brother's,
0, how he loves ! "

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
1. What did David try tolearn from Jonathan® The
canse of Saul's wrath,
2. What did Jonathun try to persuade David? That
Saul was not angry.
3. l'uon what did they two ugree? 'To stand flrmly
by‘n

hat I! the great lesson that is tavght by Lheu
two lives in their mutual relations The power of
human love.

8. To what still greater lesson did David' # son after-
ward rive utterance? ** There is a friend,” etc.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
42. How is God righteous or just?

His laws anid government righ
LD puni::’unly are righteous ; and He will

e P s

B, C. 1061.)
Authorized Version.

18am. 24. 4-17. [ Commit to memory verses 11, 12.)

| e RGIVE | R e

e Il m, 0] y of w e

LORD said unto thee, Behold, I will

E@R@ deliver thine enemy into thine hand.

| that thou mayest do to him as it shall

seem good unto thee. Then David

arose, and cut off the skirt of S8aul's
robe privily.

5 And it came to pass afterward,

that Da’yid's heart smote him, because ke had cut off
Saul's skirt.

6 And he suid unto his men, the LORD forbid that I
should do this thing unto my master, the LORD'S
anointed, to streteh forth mine hnnd against him, see-
ing he is the anointed of the LORD.

7 S0 Da’vid stayed his servants wn.h these words, and
suffered them not to rise against Saul. But S8aul rose
up out of the cave, and went on his way.

LESSON XI1. DAVID SPARING SAUL.

[Sept 15,

Revised Version,

4 And the men of Da’vid said unto him, Behold the
day of which the Lorp said unto ‘hee, Behold 1 will
deliver thine enemy into thine hand, and thou shalt
do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then
Da’vid arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe priv-

B ily. And it came to pass afterward, that Da’vid's
heart smote him, because he had cut off ‘Saul's skirt,

6 And he said unto his men, The Lorn forbid that I
should do this thing unto my lord, the LORD'S
anointed, to put forth mine hand against him, seeing

7 heis the Lorp's anointed. 8o Da’vid checked his
men with these words, and suffered them not to rise
against Saul. And Saul rose up out of the cave, and

8 went on his way. Da’vid also arose afterward, and

rwvar
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8 Da’vid also arose afterward, and went out of the | ~ Wentout of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying,
save, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind him,
And when Saul looked behind him, Da’vid stooped Da’vid bowed with his face to the earth, and did
with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 9 obefsance. And Da’vid said to Saul, Wherefore heark-

9 And Da’vid said to Saul, th-w(ure hearest thou enest thou to men’s words, saying, Behold, Da’vid seek-
::mf words, saying, Bebold, Da'vid seeketh thy| 19 eth thy hurt? Behold,this day thine eyes have seen how

X that the LorD had delivered thee to-day into mine hand

10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how thatthe | 4, 6 cyve: and some bade me kill thee : but mine eye

LORD had delivered thee to-day into mine hand in the |
eave : and some bade me Kill thee ; but mine eye spared spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine

shee; and I said, T will not pul forth mine hand against hand against my lord ; for he is the LORD'S anointed.
my lord ; for be is the LORD'S anointed I 11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy

11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy | robe in my hand : forin that I cut off the skirt of thy
robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy | yohe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that

robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that tere :
o e ther evil nor transgression in mine hand, and 1|  there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand,

have not sinned against thee : yet thou huntest my soul | and 1 have not sinned against thee, though thou
o take it. 2 huatest after my sonl to take it. The LORD judge
12 The LORD judge between me and thee, and the | between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of
Lulm;: ge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be | 13 thee : but mine hand shall not be upon the An

upon thee. ‘ 4 8 b
" " saith the proverb of the ancients, Out of the wicked

13 As s » proverb of the rjents, Wickedness ¥

As saith the proverb of the anclents kedness | b forth wickedness : but mine hand shall not

proceedeth from the wicked : but mine hand shall not
be upon thee | 14 be upon thee. After whom is the king of Is'ra-el
14 After whom is the king of Is'ra-el come out? after | come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a
aﬂ'l‘wm dost thou pursue® after u dead dog, ufter & |15 dead dog, after a flea. The LORD ther fore be judge,
"l" el " 1 bo i 1 Judge bet and give sentence between me and thee, and see, und
5 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between | . AT, il . doa
me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver | plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand.
we out of thine hand. | 16 And it came to pass, when Da’vid had made an end of
16 And it came to pass, when Da’vid had made an end | speaking these words unto Saul, that 8aul said, Isthis
of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, /s this | thy vojee, my son Da’vid? And Saul lifted up his
thy voiee, my son Da’vid* And Saul lifted up his voice, A
and wept, 7 volee and wept. And be said to Da’vid, Thou art
17 And he s2id to Da'vid, Thou ar! more rluhlmn.\} more righteous than I; for thou hast rendered unto
than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas 1| me good, whereas 1 have rendered unto thee evil.
have rewarded thee evil. | &

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. After Saul's bitter feeling toward | said. No prophecy of exactly this form is any where
David bad been fully exposed by the concerted scheme | recorded, but it is evident that at this time the relations
of David and Jonathan, the two friends took an affec- | of Saul and David were topics of common conversation
tionate leave of one another, and Duvid at ouce pro- | in the land. David's anointing by Samuel had become
eeeded to escape thoroughly beyond the reach of Saul. ‘! known, and from the fact that his father’s house betook
He first went to Achish, king of Gath, hoping, doubt- | themselves to him in the wilderness (22, 1), we reason-
fess, to remain there unknown, but when recognized, | avly infer that they felt their lives no longer safe at
ne affected to be mad, and as soou as possible | Bethlehem, Samuel's words in chap. 15. 28, contained
sscaped and went and hid himself in the cave of | enough to start much talk about Saul's successor, and
Adullam, amid the wild gorges south-east of Beth-| David's friends would find it easy to construe all these
fehem.  Still later he went over to the land of | facts into such a signifeance as is here put upon them
Moab, and afterward returned to the land of .luduh“ by **the men of David,” 1 will deliver thine enemy.
and kept himself out of sight in the fastnesses of the | Though the above explanation may sufficiently account
torests, Thereafter we read of Lis dwelling in Keilab, for the use of this language, it is not improbable that
worth-west of Hebron, and in the strongholds of the one of the prophets of Samuel’s schools at Ramah, or Gad,
neighboring  wilderness of Ziph and Maon, whither or Abjathar, may have uttered these words to David, Cut
saul followed him with an armed force, but failed to | off the skirt. Saul had probably laid aside his outer
ke him. Then David, who in the meantime had gath- robe on entering the cave, thus making it the more
ered about him a large force of trusty warriors, betook ! easy for David to cut off a piece of it unobserved.
nimself to the wild and rocky region about En-gedi, on Those who had been some time inside the cave, hidden
the western coast of the Dead Sea. Then Saul selected | in the clefts but looking outward, could see distinetly
three thousand men out of the forces at his command, what would have been invisible to one just entering or
“and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks | looking toward the interior.
of the wild goats.”  But in those \\'lh{ l’uslne&-‘l‘ﬂ. of !)l_n- | 5. David’s heart smote him. Some have surmised
hils David was more st home tian Seul or w8y Of B | et bis et thought was to follow the counsel of i

oy " . * | men; his second thought led him to cut off a piece of
the outer garment; but this was no sooner done than

where the darkness and the niches and side chambers

of the rocks baflled all attempts of the enemy to dis- 4
by 1 b . | his tender conscience smote him, and he felt that he bad
eover them. Thus hidden in the sides of one ‘ff the committed an unseemly act againsta person whose office
vaves of this region, David and his men one day per-
2aut® made him sacred.

cefved Saul's tall form enter the open passage to the
eave. At this point the present lesson opens. 6. The Lord forbid. Literally, * Far be it to me

Verse 4. The men of David. A general idea of the | from Jehovah.” (Comp. the language of Josh. .29,
kind of men who had joined David at this time is given | ‘The Lord's anointed. David magnifies the fact that
in chap. 22 1, 2. Under his generalship and discipline | saul, whatever his personal character and acts, is the
they became a formidable force, and defended the | one man in Israel who has been publicly set apart
threshing floors (23. 1), and the pastures and flocks of | the regal ofice. He treats him, therefore, and speaks of
the shepherds (25, 16). The day of which the Lord | hjm, as a sacred person. (Comp. 2 Sam. 1. 14-16,)

e
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7. Stayed his servants. Literally, ** cleft his men: "
put a sudden and effectual check to their plan to assas-
sinate the king. After such an exhibition of forbear-
ance and such words on his part, they surely would not

venture to rise against Saul. S0 they all remained |

unseen and unsuspected until the king himself bad
arisen and gone forth out of the cave to proceed upon
his way. He had been utterly unconscious that all his
movements had been observed by those whom he re-
garded as his enemies,

®. David nlso arose .. .and went out. Taking
care, no doubt, to keep himself at such a distance that Saul
and his men could not easily fall upon him. Cried
after ®aul. From some safe height or crag, where be
could be seen and heard but not taken. Comp. chap.
2.13. My lord the king. He does not fail to use
the most respectful language of a loyal subject,
Stooped ... howed. Not only by his words, but by his
demeanor, would he show his honor for the king. It is
the custom of Orientals thus to bow their faces to the
earth in the presence of high ofMeials.

9. Wherefore hearest thou men's words?  This
question, as well as the title and language of Psa, 7,
witness that evil-minded men were associated with Saul,

|

who were more than willing to poison his soul with the

idea that David would fain assassinate him. Doeg, the
Edomite (chap. 22, 9), appears to have been one of this
sort,

10. This day thine eyes have seen. That is, the
proof is now before thine eyes, so that thou canst not
doubt it. The Lord had delivered thee. He would
arouse his conscience to the thought that Jehovah was
against him, and would ever set at naught his unhal-
{owed attempts upon the life of a faithful subject. To-
day into mine hand. Note how he emphasizes the

plication of the proverb, but mine hand shall not be
upon thee. This, of course, would not be understood
as a part of the proverb, but as a repetition of verse 12,
made for the sake of emphasis.

14, Affer whom. .. .a dead dog....a flea. By
these contemptuous terms David would suggest to Saul
that his pursuit of him was unworthy of the king of
Israel.

15. Judze. .. judge. Two different words in the
Hebrew, the one expressing the more general idea of
rule, dominion ; the other rather the act of doing jus-
tice, determining the right, See....plead. .  deliver,
A threefold picture of divine interposition and admin-
istretion of human affairs well worthy of our study.
Jehovah first * sees,” looks on the whole affair as an
imrartial observer, and beholds infallibly all its ele-
wents of right and wrong. Next he enters into the con-
test as an interested party, and ** pleads the cause ™ of
the injured man. Then he exercises the determining
judgment which invariably results in the vindication of
the righteous and punishment of the wicked, The word
translated ** deliver " is identical with that last trans-
lated ** judge,” and here involves the idea both of giv-
ing sentence of judgment and executing the same,

16. 1s this thy voice. More of an exclamation than
a question, but one of those questions which assume an
aMrmative answer, My son. Compare the “my
father " in verse 11, Lifted up his voice and wept,
That is, broke out into loud lamentation. His soul was
subject to violent emotions, and the sudden convietions,
produced by David's words and acts, found expression
in language of penitence, remorse, shame, and humili-
ation, and in bitter tears,

17. Thou....good.. .1....evil., This verse is the

time, **that very day,” twice repeated in this verse,
some bade me Kill thee,  Or, ** One said to kill thee,"
Comp. ver. 4. OtMers read, I thought to kil thee,
Mine eye spared thiee.  How must this statement have
smitten the soul of #aul when he thought of his exposure
in the cave! Lord's anointed. See note on ver. 6,
11. My father. Saul was David's father-in-law
(chap. 18, 27), and this tender word of address was well-
timed, and went far to elicit the noticeable expression
** My son David " in ver. 16, See the skirt. Thissign

of confession, and the rest of Saul’s

| response (vers, 18-21) needs to be read in order to realize

his thorough humiliation. He expressed his conviction
that David should become king (ver. 20) and besought
him to spare his house, He eannot doubt now that
David is that neighbor, better than himself, of whom
Samuel had spoken. Chap. 15, 28,

Among the numerous lessons suggested above, ob-

| serve:

was overwhelming evidence to Saul and all the rest that |

David’s words were true, It must have added intensity
to the force of the plea which i so fully written here,
occupying vers. 9-15 of this lesson. Neither evil nor

transgression. .. . not sinned, Here are three words, |
“evil," “transgression,” “‘sinned,” which are very |

comprehensive, and by which David disclaims every
supposable form of evil design on Saul. Huntest,
Comp. the figure as in chap, 26, 20,

12, Judge....avenge. Consclous of innocence,
David is perfectly willing to appeal for judgment and
vengeance to Jehovah, and he assures Saul that, what-
ever form the judgment may take, it will not proceed
from his hand. He has no fell purpose, no willingness
o lift his hand against his king and father,

The proverh of the ancients. Note this in-
cidental proof of David’s culture. He is familiar with
old proverbs, and he shows his understanding of them.
Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked. In sub-
stance but another way of stating what our Lord more
fully illustrated i such passages as Luke 6, 43-45,
Had David been guilty of wickedness, such as his ma-
ligners charged (ver, 9 he would not have spared Saul
in the cave; but Saul's feeling and action might sug-
gest that this proverb was well illustrated in his perse-
cution of David. David adds, as suggesting such an ap-

1. How marvelously God protects, delivers, and ex-
alts his chosen ones. y

2. The stern loyalty of a true heart toward the con-
stituted ruler.

3. The overwhelming power of tender words when
backed by truly noble deeds.

4. The beauty and the reward of doing good for evil.

English Teacher's Notes.

A MISSIONARY pioneer has lately brought intelligence
of towns in the center of Africa where every man goes
about armed, and where even a littie child does not
think of crossing the street without taking up a weapon
of some kind. In their ordinary daily life the natives

| are all on their guard against one another, each looking

on the other as a possible foe. But the foes they thus
hold themselves prepared to meet are all outward foes,
Of the existence of inward, moral, and spiritual evil,
they seem unaware,

We who are comparatively sheltered by good govern-
ment and by the restraints of at least nominal Christian-
ity from outside foes are too apt to fall into the mistake
of these savages, and forget the moral and spiritual evil
that is round about and in us, threstening our inner be-
ing. The word of God in our Golden Text warns us
against this evil, pointing out the weapon we ought to
carry always with us, with which it may be overcome,
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The passage for reading gives us & picture of a man thus
ready armed and how he overcame.

If we had watched David with bis men in the wilder-
ness of En-gedi, hiding in the caverns on the hillside for
fear of 8aul and his soldiers, we should have said it was
a very substantial outward evil that threatened him.

Saul was come out to take his life, and he oad been hunted |

from place to place before he took refuge among the
* yocks of the wild goats,”” But there was a far more
terrible evil that threatened him when he little suspected
how close it was at hand,  From three different sides a
sudden temptation closes upon him,

1. There is the opportunity to do an evil thing. Look-
ing from the dark recesses of the cavern toward the en-
trance, the bright streak of light there is suddenly shad-
owed by the entrance of a martial tigure, none other
than Saul himself, the deadly enemy of David. All un-
conscious of danger, he, the King, is like a bird caught in
asnare, Ina moment David may rid himself of this
terrible enemy and end his wanderings: but that
moment would make him a murderer,

2, There is the counsel of friends to do an evil thing.
To put an end to his enemy’s life, they urge, will be right
and wise, God bad promised him deliverunce, and now
the time has come, and it only remains for him to take
advantage of it.

3. There isthe tendency in his heart to take up his own
cause and exact vengeance on his pursuer. Prompted by
this he advances; but there is a restraining power
within him, and instead of harming Saul he merely cats
off the hem of his royal robe.

The temptation that had so suddenly beset him s
checked on all sides. First his own heart smites him for
yielding in the least degree to the evil fmpulse ; next he
turns to his men and stays them from interfering in his
cause ; and lastly he quietly lets the opportunity slip.
Saul is suffered to depart. Not till be is out of the cave,

within call, probably of his own men, does David show |

himself.

And then mark the consequence of the victory he had
gained. The whole story is told to the king. There is
the piece of the robe in David's hand to show the danger
in which Saul had been, the truthful assurance that
David in no way sought his harm, and the quiet, trustful
appeal to the Lord, to whom alone belongs vengeance,
to judge between them, For the time Saul himself is
overcome; theevil feeling in him is vanquished ; he ac-
knowledges his sin and the innocence of David, and
gives up for awhile his hot pursuit of him.

How was this double victory gained ? Where did Da-
vid find the *‘good™ with which to overcome the
*evil?" Not in his own heart, for he himself testified
**There is none that doeth good. no, not one.” Psa. 14.3.
But in another place (Psa. 4. 6) he tells us, ** Who will
show us any good? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy
countenance upon us,” His refuge, his treasure-house
isin God. And thence he draws his weapons. **The
Lord forbid:" *‘the Lord’s anointed:™ the Lord

jndge ;" “the Lord avenge,” **and deliver." Vers 6, 12, |

14. The ¢ d of God, the ordi e of God, the
will of God cherished in David's heart form the ** good ™
with which he overcomes the **evil."

Cambridge Notes.

The stmilarities between this narrative and that of
chap. 26 have not unnaturally led a large number of
welghty authorities to identify them. But here the as-
sumption seems clearly unnecessary, and indeed injures

would be surprising if such an event did not recur among
the many opportunities offered by David's hair-breadth

| escapes ; and David's reverence for Jehovah's anointed

as such, joined with his personal love for Saul, would
certainly prompt bim to behave in the same way again,

| The limits of selection have necessarily left out of our

survey a mass of extremely interesting cireumstances
in David's outlaw life. These will well repay the ¢losest
attention for the light they throw on David's character,
It would be absurd to expect from him a mode of life
in striet accordance with the ethies of Christ.  But we
certainly do see him preserving, under hardships and
temptations whose severity could not be exaggerated, o
character marked by many of the noblest qualities
found in men. The mainstay of Saul’s Kingdom, und a
devotedly loval servant, he had been pursued by his re-
lentless and perfidious jealousy with every aggravation
of wrong. Yet nothing can shake his loyalty. and
though most would think him abundantly justitied had
he taken arms against his oppressor, he deliberately
chose to take his life in his hand rather than fght sngainst
his king and country.
VER. 1. From follmeing. From avenging the raid
| which had come in the nick of time to save David. Chap,
23,27, Told by the treacherous Ziphites. Cowmp. chap.
22, 8qq.  En-gedi, ** Fountof the kid," an oasis of great
fertility (Song. 1. 14) half way down the west coast of
the Dead Sea.  The site still called A in=jidy, is now bare
rock, but the caves remain, with the terraces once cut
for vineyards. The gully watered by this spring was
surrounded by * wilderness,” VER. 2. All Israel,
Does the selection of this phrase by the compiler (who
wrote after the disruption) suggest that Saul did net
take men from Judah, David's own tribe?  1Wild goats,
David’s hunted band took refuge on the all but inaccessi-
ble crags haunted by the agile ibex and its kind. This
brings out the ruthless determination of Saul's search.
VER. 8. Sheepeotes, The fold was mide by inclosing a
space outside the cave's mouth, Went in. Saul seems
to have been tempted by the cool shade of the cave and
to have gone in alone, sat cross-legged on the ground
with his ample robe spread out to keep the feet from
cold, and thus fallen asleep—the usual custom of
Orientals in t+. heat of the day. It would have been
clearly impcssible for David to cut off the skirt if the
king had been awake. Abiding. The margin seems
more natural here. On the approach of Saul's army
| David had fled with his men into one of these vast caves,
from whose inner abysses men can see clearly all that is
going on outside while themselves entirely unseen.
VER. 4. It is possible, with some commentators, to regard
this as a present oracle, translating ** the day when Je-
hovah hath said,” But it is better to suppose it an un-
recorded prophecy from Samuel or Gad. Thine enemy.
| The written Hebrew text has ** enemies," which correet-
! 1y interprets the meaning. The reference is quite gen-
eral, And thou. It js doubtful whether these words
continue the oracle, or are only the inference, If the
former, Jehovah was ** trying * David, to put uis gener-
| osity and loyalty to the test by apparently sauctioning
any treatment that he might incline to.  Skirt. Comp.
| chap. 15. 27, and note (Aug. 18). David's trophy was
| used to convince Saul that he had been in his power,
But we gather from the next verses that his first inten-
tion was a mild revenge by exposing Saul to the scoffing
\ of his men. These wanted to go further, but David's
| conscience quickly smote him, and he shows them that
he has changed his purpose. VER. 5. Even this slight
indignity was wrong in David's eyes, for 8aul was the

the dramatic truth of the story. Saul's inged mind
Was 80 ¥ by sudden imy that it

T ive of 1 such sacredness was the
unique possession of the Messianic line of kings. VER.

& ab Gt B
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6. Jehovah  forbid,  Literally,
from Jehovah.”  Anointed.
member that this is in  Hebrew, Messiah; in the
LXX, Christ.  Ver, 7. Cheeked. A strong word,
vividly indicating the difficulty of his task. Saul's
slesta must have lasted an hour or more to allow all
these movements,  VER. 8. Bowed, The characteristic
low salaam of Orientals to men of high dignity.
VeR. 9. Calumniators would not be wanting among
courtiers and soldiers jealous of so rapid a rise.  VEK.
10, [Mine eye.] Probably we should change the text
minntely and read, 1 VER. 1. My father, Klos-
termann and others join nn- “and my father' o the
end of the last verse, E Translated ** burt ™ in ver,
9. Noul, Life, as usually in the Old Testament, VER.
12, Mine hand. Here this clause indicates the contrast
between man and god, whose prerogative of judgment
David will not usurp: in the next verse it contrasts
David with the wicked. VER. 13, Proverh, Comp. Matt.
16, 16-20, It is found in the sapiential lore of other
nations (comp. the Greek: “a bad raven lays a bad
e ™), Some have most improbably joined the last
clause of the verse to the proverh, VER. 4. King.
The full title of dignity, to emphasize the incongruity.
Dead dog, Even a living dog (Ecel, 9. 4) is for the Ori-
ental an object of extreme contempt and loathing, for
the best qualities of the animal are almost unknown.

A curse on
We must always re-

We may illustrate by the exquisite legend which tells |

how Jesus stood in a ring of Jews round the carcass of
# dog, and when they had exhausted their vocabulary of
disgust he opened his lips to say, ** Pearls could not
equal the whiteness of its teeth.” A single flea (so
read). This humorous image suggests the difficulty as
well as the absurdity of the search. VER. 16, Notice in
the next verses how far this good impulse goes.
Saul repents and recognizes God's will, and yet is soon
fighting against it once more, VER. 17, Conscience ac-

knowledged the Golden Rule before Christ stamped it |

with his seal.

The Liesson Clouncil,

Question 10. What spirvit did David show in his
treatiuent of Saul?

1. Fidelity. As subject and member of the royal
family, jealous for the honor of his king, he sacredly
fulfilled every obligation. 2. Magnanimity. Saul pur-
sues David to Kill him. Providence places him in
David's power.  Who would not, in self-defense if not
in revenge, have slain his enemy?  But David harms
him not, but exhorts him to a hetter mind.  Magnanim-
ity could go no further. 3. Pity. Saul, however
wicked, isthe Lord's anointed.  To harm, or even revile
him. would in David's mind be an act of impiety toward
God.—Rev. J. J. Manker, D.D.

The declaration of the fearless old prophet, when ad-
ministering reproof to the haadstrong king for hie firsg
act of great folly—*""Lue Lord hath sought himi a man
after his own heart *—-was indicative of the spirit and
character of the boy David. And never was this more
sublimely evinced than in the forbearance, patience and
magnanimity which marked his treatment of Saul
What greatness, what dignity of soul shines out in the
ilfe of this unpretending, modest, though grandly cour-
ageous, shepherd boy,— Rev. Charles E. Giddings.

1. He respected officials. Saul came to power by no
accident, His jealousies, snares, attempts on life, mood-
iness, and meanness did not swerve David from giving
respectful deference to his king. 2. He waited for vin-
dication, Opportunities were abundant for Saul's de-

me | struction.

| afterward won him such distinction,

| man so anxious to find David ?

To embrace them would make history say it
Was revenge, or unwarrantable, or a personal defense,

3. He was obedient to superiors, When his King
wanted music David made his harp do its best; yet he
steadily watched the javelin.  He took a military com-
mission, thongh it was intended for exile or destruction,
His obedient loyvalty was never questioned,— Rev, Man-
ley N, Hard, DD,

1. I‘l'lulvum- in fultilling the King's commands. 18am,
18 5, 14, W . Patience, 1 sam, I8, 1727, 3. Mag-
n.miluil\ uml forbearance in the face of ‘opposing )mh-
and injustice, 1 Sam. 24, 1 to end: 1 Sam. 26, 7-12,
4. Respect for his father-in-law and for *the Lord's
anointed,” though his bitter enemy. 1 Sam. 24, 10, 11,

Rev. Edwin Post,

David in his treatment of Saul in the cave showed a
spirit of loyalty to the theocracy, of consideration and
affection for his father-in-law, of forbearance and mag-
nanimity toward a sworn enemy, and of rvespect for
himself, as the prospective ruler of the nation, His
conduct under that great pressure of peril and tempta-
tion brings to view the latent nobility of character that
David's regard
for Saul as the Lord’s anointed evinces the genuine
spirit of plety that actuated him in this noble act of sel!-
mastery.—Rev. S. MeGerald,

Liesson Word-Pictures.

A cave, a dark hole opening into the ground, and who
would suppose it to be a trap, a snare, a net whose cords
are concealed ? It looks innocent enough to S8aul. He
is out on a hunt for that wretch, one David, somewhere

| in this miserable land, hiding away amid its sun-blasted

crags.  Saul, though, will drag him out, Saul, the hun-

ter, the royal bloodhound, will scent and catch him,
Saul has now gone into this cave, His last word to

his men may have been, ** Look out for David! Don't

| let him slip through your fingers ! ™

The cave may run back some distance, and it is not
pleasant to think of the reptiles and beasts that might
possibly be secreted in those dark recesses, Saul takes
a hasty look into that blackness, but seeing and hearing
nothing, he enters. The moments slip by. All is still
in the cave. But out of the deep, dense shadows in the
rear, out of the blackness where reptiles and beasts may
be hiding, who is it that steals forward, his hand on his
sword, his foot noiseless as that of the wind? It is
David, the hunted of Saul! David, the game that the
royal hound expects to find somewhere among the sun-
blasted rocks ! And back in the cave, looking out of the
dark recesses where they crouch, are David’s men,
They see, between them and the sharp, yellow light with-
nm.vlhv figure of the unsuspecting Saul. They see the
lithe, erouching, stealing David, sword in hand. Ah,
now it is David's turn! He will end this wretched busi-
[ No more leeing from Seut | David will be king—
what? David stealing back holding up just a piece of

' oloth? Tt ought to have been Saul's head, even as this

slayer of Goliath onee lifted the giant’s head. No, Da.
\Ifi even begins to be sorry that he has taken away a
paltry sample of the King's robe. There is a scene of
\ssension and confusion back in the cave. David’s men
want to rush forward and hurl themselves on 8aul. No,
no! It must not be. David holds them back. That
man Saul is the Lord’s anointed.

But hark! Who calls him? Who would detain this
He turns and there is
David himself coming out of that very cave, bowing rev-
erently, accosting Saul, holding up a strip of cloth, and
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bidding him see how exposed his life had been! It
rushes through Saul's thoughts that he and not David
has been the hunted one, he and not David has been
trapped ; and David has forgiven, spared, and saved

[Sept. 15.

| Now he could pay him off! See if children do not

Saul! Itisa better mood that comes to the unhappy ;

King. This hunted but forgiving David is bis son, Saul
lifts up his voice and weeps.

Blackboard.

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. The words ** worth suffer-
ing for " draw with pink chalk ; the banner with white |
the rays with vellow ; the words beneath the banner
with orange.

APPLICATION.  Any vietory over self, for Christ's
sake, is worth suffering for. The wrong way will often
seem the easiest way, but suceess should never be sought
by wrong means, David's vietory over sell wasa vie
tory over Saul.

Primary and Intermediate,

LESSON THOUGHT. (Good stronger than Evil.

Review, Print ** David ™ on the board, and by ques-
tions draw out all that children ecan tell about him.
Make the truth elear that, in calling him to a Kingdom,
God did not release him from trials ¢ showing that every
one who is one day to wear a ¢rown must learn many
lessons through suffering,

ILLUSTRATION. Make pictures of two swords, or pin
up two paper swords, On one print ** Hate,” on the
other * Love,” Tell the story of a great emperor, who
had said that he should slay all who had risen up
against him, When he had conquered them, he par-
doned every one, And when some said he had broken
his word, he answered, ** No, for they are my enemies
no longer ; they are changed into friends.” Tell that
this lesson is a story in David’s life, in which he used
one of the swords,

Naul's Sword, Ask the nawme of the serpent in the
heart, which was on the board in another lesson,
Print “Envy,” and tell that it was the serpent
in Saul's heart. It had grown to be very great, and it
ruled the great King now. How dreadful to be ruled by

think that Saul had treated l)m id very badly. Did
he not deserve to feel the keen
| edge of David's sword? Tell
how David used his sword upon
Saul, and let children tell which
sword it was that the young
| shepherd-king used.

Make a cross on the board,

Question a little about Jesus :
how his enemies treated him,
how he treated them in return, drawing the lesson that
love is the conquering power. Print above the cross,
** Love slays sin,” Teach the old lesson—human hearts
do not have this love by nature. But there is a full
supply of it in Jesus for every one who will ask.

Berean Methods,
The Teachers’ Meeting.

See ** Teachers’' Meeting ™ notes of last lesson for gen-
eral suggestions for the study of this. ... Descriptive
touches. (Have teachers give them if possible.) Cave
life in Palestine; how did the peovle generally regard

" David the outlaw ; Saul as a man of moods: David's

an evil thing like this!  And once it was so little that he |

could have crushed it!  Warn against letting an evil
thing grow in the heart. Tell how it made Saul hunt
David from place to place to kill him, and of the cave to
which he came one day, where he lay down to sleep a
little, Let children tell which sword Saul carried.

David’s Sword. Tell the story of the temptation |

which came to David when he found Saul there asleep.

eloquence ; his shrewdness here displayed ; his tender-
heartedness ; his veverence ; his faith in God ; of what
sort were the ** men of Dav i\I o

Refere
tioned first

es, FREEMAN. Ver. 13: The speaker men-

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OU
The Spirit of David.
[ A MacNaNiMovs SpIRiT,
lm to him as it shall scem good,
lh: mpense to no man evil {ul o-\ll * Rom. 12, 17,
* Wait on the Lord.™ Prov. 20,
IL A CoNsCIENTIOUS SPIRIT

David’s heart smote him. v. 5.
*To have a conscience void of offense.” Acts 24, 16,
* 8o didnot 1 fear of God,™ Neh, 5. 15,
1. A Lovar Seour,
He is the anointed of the Lord. v. 6,
** Be subject unto the higher pows * Rom, 13. L.
**Subject to principalities and powers.” Tit,
IV. A CorraGEous SpiRir,

Went out cried after Saul, v. 8,
** Righteous are bold as a lon.™ Prov. 28, 1.
* Whom shall I fear 7™ Psa. 27, 1.
V. A LowLy Seirir.
After a dead dog, after a flea. v. 14,
**This poor man eried.” Psa. 34, 6,
** Be clothed with humility.” 1 Pet, 5, 5.
VI. A BeuieviNG Spirir.
The Lovd therefore be judge. v. 15,
* Plead my eause, O Lord.” Psa, &
*Trust in the Lord.” Psa. 37. 3.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Meanness and Magnanimity.
1. The mean man hastens to take personal revenge.
David's followers gave him the advice that many of

your business and social acquaintances will give you
when you have suffered wrong. But personal revenge

| is as small and petty as it is wicked.

2. The mean man hastens to take advantage of
weakness, No onebut a mean man does.  When a lame
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passenger is ullowed to stand in a conv eunce.' when a

tired mother with her children is crowded to the rear in | 1. lh\ld'- LY

her efforts to go on a ferry-boat, when the little news-
boy is peremptorily ordered off a street-car by some
petty official who has just remeasured his own * dig-
nity ;™ n all the little events of our daily life, this same
human nature is displayed. The mean man crowds the
weak man,

2. The mean man sometimes actually sceks to ad- |

vance the Lord's cause by hwman meanness! This is

one of the most extraordinary and painful observations \

which come to the thoughtful Christian.
4. The mean man ix a law unto himself, Larger-

hearted men bow willingly to the superiority of God's |

Jaw, and to the conclusions of the common sense of lh(-
ruce.

5. The large-hearted man is charvitable,  He ** suf-
fereth long and is kind.” He ** thinketh no evil.”

6. 1he large-hearted man is magnonimous,  He
can afford to be.  With great impulses toward benev-

olence, with large views ot men and measures, he |
can ignore the petty irritations of life, and treat friends '

and with calin

7. The large-hearted man hmllcul He waits for ‘

God. He knows the wheel will always turn,  He never
forgets that though * God's mills grind slowly, they
grind exceedingly small.” And so quietness reigns in
his heart.

8. The large-hearted man is quite content that God
shall act as judge between him and his cnemies,
Little fellows have to wreak their own vengeance, or it |
will never be wreaked. Large men pass all these
watters over to the Lord God, assured that **The
Judge of all the earth will do right.”

HOME BREAI

M. David sparing Saul. 1 Sam,
T'w. David sparing Saul. 1 Sam. i, {Lh.
W, Repeated forbearance, 1 Sam. 20,5 12,
I'n, Joseph sparing his brethi Gen. 50, 15-21,
F. Good for evil. 1 Pet.

S, Love to ener
=, Forgiveness,

1ELN

GOLDEN TEXT.
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with
good. Rom. 12, 21,
TIME.—1061 B, .
PLACE.—The wilderness of En-zedi.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.- Christian charity,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 128, Dominion Hymnal.
Try us, 0 God, and search the ground
%l every sinful heart.
No. 114, Dominion Hymnal.
Holy Spirit, faithful Guide,
Ever near the Christian’s side
No. 122, Dominion Hymnai.

Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear,

My Sabbath song.

Praise for his greatness,
Holy Spirit, faithful Guide,
Sing them over again.

O for a heart.

Saviour, like a 8hepherd.
Jesus, Lover of my soul.
Keep thou my way.

Yield not to temptation.

O God, my youth is thine,

QI,I!B'I‘I s FOR SENIOR s'runwrs.

nee
What had been Saul's attitude toward David since his
flight from CGibeah ?
How earnest was he in his purpose to 4-amlm.- David ¥
What is the story which this lesson presents
Why did Saul take three thousand men ?
Vhat great temptation came to David 7
What proof of rectitude of character does he here
manifest ¢
What would have been the world's verdict on this act ?
2. David's Grace,
How far did David's care for Saul's life extend ?
How do David's words show that even now, though
an outlaw, he was not disloyal ?
What two principles seem to have controlled him ?
Should the same prineiple restrain men nowadays
from dol::f violence to monarchs or civil rulers ?
How did Jewish kings differ in their tenure of office
(rum kings to-day ?

3. Saul’s Gratitude,
What was David's course after S8aul left the cave ?
How near together must they have come ?
What was made plain by David's address ¥
What was the effect upon Saul ?
P, ‘What prlnclplo had David exemplified by his course ¥

W l.xul. d:m Saul's speech show as to his own character?
What strange covenant closed this interview 7 ver. 2
Why did not David return to court with Saul ?

. Practical Teachings,

How often men come w lthln a very little of their pure
poses and yet fail !
Is it fate, or God, that dlm s ?
How of!en men are in danger of their lives, and de
not know it ! What saves them ?
See the difference between the worldly spirit and the
godly spirit :
Says the World
Rfays Conscience
The World
Conscience
The World

‘e thine enemy.’

Muke him thy frk-uri i
Do what seemeth good.™

It seemeth good to spare,™

** Take the kingdom over men,™
Conselence : " Seek the kingdom of God.™
The World ize thine opportunity,”
Conscience : * My times lll'l'lllllll)' hand."

Hints for Home Study,

1. Study well all from ehap. 20 to chap. 24.

2. Find the new tests of Jonathan’s friendship.

3. Study the Psalms for allusions to this time of life
Psa. 40, and others.

4. Find how his followers had come about him. 1 Sam.
22,13 1 Chron, 11, 15-205 1 8am, 26, 65 1 Chron, 12, 8
l.'- and other passages,

! QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE sCHOLA RS

1. David's Chanee, ys, 1,5,
Against what enemy was a chance offered to David®
What did David's men think of the chance?
What did David do to Saul?
How did he afterward feel about his act?

2. David's Grace, vs, 6,7,
What did David say which showed gn'ul grace?
What effect had his words on his men?
What precept does David's conduet illustrate® (Gold=
n Text.)

3. Saul's Greatitude, vs, 817,
What eall did S8aul soon hear and from whom?
What mark of homage did David show?
What did he say about Saul's peril?
What did he show to Saul*
Of what was the skirt of the robe a proof?
To whom did David appeal for justice?
What old saying did he qunlr(
How did he speak of the king's purnun‘
How did David show his trust in God?
What did Saul say and do?
What honest confession did he make?
How did Christ bid us treat our enemies? Matt. 5, 4.

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To respect those in authority ?
2, To return good for evil?
3. To commit judgient to the Lord?

gy
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Home Work for Young Bereans,
Lewrn where Saul attempted to tuke David's life.
Learn when David aguin spared Saul's life
Learn what covenant id entered into with Saul
Learn of an act of merey shown by David when king
to one of Saul's descendants because of this covenant,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did saul try o doy ‘To find David, to kill
i,

W here didd he seek for him? - In the wildernes

Where did Saul lie down to rest one day? In a
enve,

Who were alveady there? David and his soldiers.

What did Davids men want him to do? ‘To kil
saul.

What did Duvid do?  He cat off a piece of Saul's
rube

Why was he afterward sorry for this?  Because Saul
was hix King.
What would he not let his soldier:
Who ealled Saul when he awoke
What did he show him? ‘The piece of his robe.
How did he speak to Saul?  Very Kindly,
What did Saul do? e wept.
He saw his sin,
That David was more right-

fo7 Hurt Saun',
David,

Why did he weep
What did Saul say?
eous than he.
W li‘ does the Bible tell us to do?  'To love our
L]

.

W .
What must we give in return for evil?  Good.

rectitude ¥

had learned of his escape?
than L"

David exemplify? ** Be not overcome,” ete.

Who showed us how to do this”  Jesus,
Who can help us to do ity Jesus,

Words with Little People,
David ** paid back ™ his enemy, Saul, with love and

kind words. Love is the coin that Jesus used: do you
pay back your enemies as Jesus and David 7

*Overcome evil with good.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
LFor the entire school.]
I: What test of David's ¢l

oter is given in our les-

His mercy to Saul, his
What reason did he give for sparing him? He is
Lord's ed.

did Le take to convinee Saul of his
t off his skirt,
4. What was Saul’s testimc

iy 1o David when he
hou art me ¢ right.

+ What great prineiple of the New Testament did

CATECHISM QUESTION,
43. How is God faithful and true
His words are always true and His prom’ses can never
fail.
Numbers xxiii. 10.

s

Authorized Version.
[ Commit to memory verses 4-6.]

1 Now the Philis"tines fought
inst Isra-el: and the men of Is% |
)l fled from before the Phi-lis’- |
tines, and fell down slain in mount |
Gil-boa. |
2 And the Phi-lis’tines followed
hard upon Saul and upon his sons; |
nd the Phi-lis’tines slew Jon’n-than,
and A-bin‘a-dab, and Mel-chi-shu’a,

Sanl’s sons. <

2 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the
areher< hit him: and he was sore wounded of the
archers

4 Then said Saul unto bis armor-beaver, Draw thy
sword, and thrast me through therewiths lest these un-
circumeised come und thrust me through, and abuse
me. But his armor-hearer would not; for he was sore
afraid. Therefore Suul took a sword, and fell upon it.

5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with
him

6 So saul died. and his three sons, and his armor-

arer. and all his men, that same day together.

7 And when the men of Is'via-el thut were on the |
other side of the vall und they that were on the
other side Jor’dan, saw that the men of I~'ra-el fled,
and that Sanl and his sons were dead, they forsook the |
cities. und fled: and the Phi-lis’tines came and dwelt
iv them |

R And it came ‘o pass on the morrow, when the Phi-
i tines eame 1o strip the slain, that they found Saul |
and his three sons fallen in mount Gil-bo’a. |

@ And they ent off his head, and stripped off his |
#rmor, and sent into the ian 3 Phi-listines round
sbout, 1o publish i in 1 idols, and
among the people,

i And they put his armor in the house of Ash'ta- |
oth: and they fastened his body to the wall ul’[
Reth’shan, |

11 And when the inhabitants of Jasbesh gil’e-nd heard |
of thut which the Phi-lis’tines had done to Saul,

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and |
100k the hody of Saul and the bodies of his sons from |
the wall of Beth’shan, and came to Ja’besh. and burnt |
them there. |

13 And they took their bones, and buried them under
a tree at Ja’besh, and fasted seven days.

a4 uf tho
+ house of the

LESSON XI11. DEATH OF SAUL AND HIs SONS,

10 the people. And they put &

T

[Sepr. 22,
Revised Version,

1 Now the Phi-lis'tines fought against Is'ra-el: and
the men of Is'ra-el fled from before the Phi-lis'tines,
and fell down slain in mount Gil-bo’a.  And the Phi-
1is'tines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons;
and the Phi-lis'tines slew Jon‘a-than, and A-bin‘a-
dab, and Mal-chi-shu’a, the sons of Saul. And the
battle went sore against | aul, and the archers over-
took him; and he was greatly distressed by reason of
the archers. Then said Saul to his armor-bearer,
Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith ;
lest these uncircumeised come and thrust me through,
and abuse me. But his armor-bearer would not ; for
he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took his sword,
and fell upon it. And when his armor-bearer saw
that Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon his sword,
4 and died with him. 8o Saul died, and his three sons,
and his armor-bearer, and all his men, that same day
together. And when the men of Is'ra-el that were on
the other side of the valley, and they that were be-
yond Jor'dan, saw that the men of Is‘ra-el fled, and
that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the
cities, and fled : and the Phi-lis’tines came and dwelt
in them.

-

=

And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Phi-
lis'tines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul
0 and his three sons fallen in mount Gil-bo’a.  And

they eut off his head, and stripped off his armor, and

cant {pto the land of the Phidis’tines round 2! o

A4rry e tidings unto the house of theiridols, and te
s armor in the house of

Ash’ta-roth ; and they fastened his body to the wall
11 of Beth’shan. And when the inhabitants of Ja’beshe
gil’e-ad heard concerning him that which the Phi-lis’.
tines had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose,
and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth'shan: and
13 they came to Ja'besh, and burnt them there. And
they took their bones, and buried them under the
tamarisk tree in Ja’besh, and fasted seven days.
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EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. The humiliation and penitence of
saul consequent upon David's sparing him in the cave
were of no long ducation,  David was wise' enough to
keep himself thoroughly out of the way of Saul, and so
he continued his roving life in the wild fasinesses of
Judah,  Meantime slanderous tongues revived saul's
wrath against him, and a report that he was hiding in
the southern mountains led saul again to go forth
ugainst him with a strong force of men.  This time, ap-
prised of Saul's action, David sent out spies to wateh his
movements, and one night he stole into the King's camp
and took the spear and eruse of water by his side, and
when morning was come he called to him from a
distant hilltop and showed him how he had again spared
his life when he had hitm within his power, Saul was

wain humiliated and penitent, but David saw elearly |

there conld be no reconciliation, and he went off and
dwelt in the land of the Philistines, who were aware
that he was an outlaw in the kingdom of Saul.  Here he
vemained nearly a year and a half, when the Philistines
again declared war against Israel, and David and his
men marched with them to the.eld of war, But the
chief captains of the army feared the presence of the
Hebrews among them, and suspected that David might
prove a traitor to them in the heat of battle, | Sam. 290, 4.
David and his men were therefore sent back again, and
the two armies confronted each other at the northern
base of Mount Gilboa. When Saul looked down from
the heights of Gilboa upon the host of Philistines below,
tis heart began to fail him. In his excitement and balf
despair he went by night and consulted a witeh ; but her
responses only intensified his despair and foreboded his
ruin,  He returned with a faint heart to continue the
battle, and the present lesson tells us the result,

Verse 1. Philistines fought. What was the imme-
diate pretext or reason for this war we are not told, but
the past history shows that those old enemies of Israel
on the south-western plain were ever alert to make
themselves master of the high lands of the interior.

Isracl fled.  and fell. Saul's gloomy apprehension |
and despair bad probably communicated the same unfit- |

ness for battle to his troops. The Israelites had their
camp at the large fountain which flows out from the
northern spur of Mount Gilboa, and the battle, there-
fore, must have occurred on the plain to the north or

west of this, S0 the routed foreeés would have retreated |

toward the mountain, and fled in muech disorder up the
neighboring heights, Slain.  The word means rather
*plerced,” or ** wounded.”

2. Followed hard upon.  As if * cleaving fast ™ to
the rear of the fugitive, for so the word suggests, They
were tilled with confidence in the same p o, ort'on that
the Israelites were dispivited, Saunl and his sons ap-

pear to have exposed themselves as a wall between the |

fiying Israelites and the T'iilistines, aud Lis sons seem

10 have fallen before their fadcr. Jonathan. The |

friend of David. See David's elegy over him in 2 Sam,
1. 17-27. Abinadab. [Instead of which we find the
name ** Ishui ™ in chap. 14, 49,

3. Battle went sore against Saul, His sons had |

fallen and upon him came the brunt of the battle,
Archers hit him. Or, “the archers, men with the
bow, found him." These sharp-shooters discovered
him, overtook him, and singling him out as the chief
warrior sent their fatal missiles at him. He was sore
wounded. Literally, ** he writhed exceedingly because
of the archers.”  Probably he was pierced with many an
arrow, and though not utterly disabled, yet was made

't writhe in great pain because of his numerous
wounds and the fearful certainty of death,

L. His armor-bearer. The officer who was wont to
accompany his general into the fleld, and carry the
portable instruments of war, David had flled this
ofMiee at one time for Saul, Chap. 16, 21, Draw.

 thrust,  He would rather fall by the hand of a faithful
servant than by the enen This writhing and despair
wrought in him an agony, and his passionate impulsive-
ness, strong to the last, hastened his fall, ‘These un.
cirenmeised.  He thinks and speaks of the old enemy
with mingled contempt and hatred, They are the un-
ballowed foes of Israel. Abuse me. It was ever a
horrible thought to the dying warrior that his triumph-
ant foe might treat his body with mockery and insult,
Saul’s vision seems to cateh the picture of these eruel
foes playing with his mangled carcass, and alas! it
seems to have been the dying vision of his soul.
Would not. This unnamed armor-bearer was some
noble and faithful man, whose spirit and action were
worthy of being celebrated in epic song. He was wore
afraid. More afraid of Killing the king than of taking
nis own life. 'Took a sword. Rather, ** the sword,”
which the armor-bearer carried by his side.  Saul
probably carried his own spear and shield. Fell upon
it. Probably threw himself with all the weight of his
large body upon the upturned point, so that he fell
transfixed.

5. saw. . fell .. died. This is probably the true
account of Saul's death and that of his armor-bearer.
The story of the Amalekite, in 2 Sam. 1. 4-10, is to be
regarded as a fabrication, made with the hope of find-
ing favor in the eyes of David. The armor-bearer
probably drew the sword out of Saul's body, hoping to
save him, but when he saw it was all over with him he
was seized with a sudden passion to die with his
master, and by the same sword. Saul had a strong
personal magnetism, which commanded the fondest de-
votion of some of his followers,

6. All hismen. The parallel passage in 1 Chron.
10. 6, says *all his house died together.” This is to be
taken in the general sense of the defeat and ruin of
Saul's family and dominion ; not as meaning all the
members of his family, and all the warriors of his army.
For his son, Ish-bosheth, reigned :. “hile on the east of
the Jordan. See 2 Sam. 2, 8-10,

7. Other side of the valley. Opposite where the
| battle had been fought. This most naturally points to
| the region north of the heights of Gilboa, across the val-
l ley which is now known as the Wady Yaiibis,

Through this region Saul had gone to consult the witeh

of Endor. Other side Jordan. This phrase com-
| monly denotes the eastern side of Jordan, but it de-
pends upon the position of the writer, Here it seems
bust to donoie the reglon west of the Jordan for some
distunce around where this great battle was fought,
Philistines came and dwelt.  But were afterward

subdued by the forees of David. 2 Sam. 5. 253 8, 1.
| %, On the morrow, They probably continued the
pursuit until the night covered them with its darkness,
and so could not stop to gather up the spoil until the
aext day. They found Saul. The same verb is trans-
lated ** hit™ in verse 3. Here it evidently means that
| they discovered and recoguized his royal person among
| the slain that were left on the battle fleld.
| 9. Cut off his head. Treating his dead body as
| David had done that of Goliath. Chap. 17. 51, 54.

stripped off his armor. This was always considered
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the rightful prize of the victors in battle. Sent. Sent
armor and heads as trophies of their victory. To pub-
lish. Or, **to cheer with good tidings." They thus
cheered the house of their idols, as they would fain
have done when they placed the ark in the temple of
5.2

10. House of Ashtaroth, Probably thesame ** tem-
ple of celestial Venns™ which Herodotus mentions as
the most ancient oi all the temples dedicated to this
goddess, and which the Scythians pillaged on their re-
turn from Egypt. Herod. 1. 105, On the worship of this
goddess see our notes on chap. 7. 4, in Lesson I11. of this
quarter, Compare the disposition of Goliath’s armor in
chap. 17. 54; 21. 9. Fastened his body to the wall,
Nailed or impaled the beadless trunk to the outer wall,
to be a gazing stock and an object of derision for the
victors, Comp. Saul's fearful forebodings in verse 4.
The next verse shows that the bodies of Saul's sons
were treated with the same indignity. Beth-shan,
The Greek Scythopolis, the modern Beisin, situated in
the eastern end of the great valley of Esdraelon, about
five miles west of the Jordan., It was a halting-place
for caravans from eastern Syria to Egypt, and an em-
porium for the commerce of those countries, It is in a
beautiful plain, girt with mountains, and supplied with
abundant waters,

11. Inhabitauts of Jabesh. They remembered
with grateful affection the prompt action and heroism
of Saul which had rescued them in a day of great peril.
See the history in chap. 11.

12. Went all night, There is a pathos about this
statement worthy of our attention, The exposure and
such a journey were proofs of their deep

sense of obligation to the fallen king of Israel. Burnt {

them, The bodies were already mutilated, and proba-
bly putrid, and so it was thought that cremation was
the most suitable treatment they could now receive.
Such treatment of dead bodies does not seem to have
been common among the Israelites, but it was not alto-
gether unknown. Comp. Amos 6, 10, The men of
Jabesh may also have feared that if not thus disposed
of these royal bodies might be exposed to some future
insult,

Bones. From whichit is inferred that the bodies
were not entirely consumed to ashes, Under a tr
Rather, ** under the tamar spoken of as a well-
Known tree ; one that perhaps became monumental by
reason of this burial. From this sepulcher the bones
were subsequently removed by David and deposited in
the tomb of Kish, in the land of Benjamin, See 2 Sam.,
21.12-14. Fasted seven days. As a pubiic sign and
expression of that people’s grief over the sad end of the
king of Israel.

This chapter is notable for its variety of impressive
pictures :

:eued his doom, Our sight of the last Sunday was of
one relentlessly pursuing a man who had never harmed
him. And though for a moment he was toucbed by the

[ magnanimity of David, the effects soon wore off again.

! And bearing iu mind the promises of God under the old
covenant to the obedient and his warnings to the diso-
bedient in such passages as Deut. 6, 2, 15: 11, 26, 28
28, 1, 2, 15, ete,, the sad story of his defeat and death
only strikes us as the natural consequence of the life he
had lived.

But there is one thing that looks at first sight con-
trary to our natural calculations, We find Jonathan, of
whom no fault is recorded: Jonathan, the unselfish,
God-fearing, God-trusting friend of David, involved in
the same fate as his father—fighting in a lost battie and
falling a prey to the Philistines: his dead body even
treated with insult by these enemies of Israel and of
Israel’s God. WLy, it may be asked, is there no differ-
ence which a man can " discern between the righteous
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him
that serveth hita not?* Mal. 3. 18, And the reply may
be that even in the defeat and death there was a differ-
ence : Jonathan falling by the foeman’s hand before his
father, while Saul suffered the drawn-out agony of a
 longer fight, a fuller view of the defeat and the disaster,
and such a fear of his pursuers as led him to put an end
1o his own life. But is that, after all, such a great differ-
ence? Isit one which may be readily discerned and
appreciated ?

The truer, the surer, the satisfactory answer is 1o be

found in our Golden Text: **The face of the Lord is
| against them that do evil.” This may look like a one-
sided answer, for there is mention only of *them that
doevil."  But it is so clearly one-sided that the other
side s plainly suggested ; if we look at the previous verse
we shall find it there the eyes of the Lord are upon
the vighteous,” Here is the difference.

Even under the old covenant the godly did suffer as
| well as the ungodly, and Psa. 73 shows us how a saint
| of God in old time was at first perplexed at finding that

the balance of suffering seemed to weigh heaviest on
their side.  But he discovered his mistake-discovered
the very truth set forth in our Golden Text. Let me en-
| deavor to fllustrate it.

Suppose two person seized with grievous sickniess,
| both in similar suffering, but one of them watched by a
| Joving friend, while the other is attended only by paid

and indifferent hirelings; is there no wide difference
| there? Suppose, amiti, twWo persons on a long, lone
journey—the one with genial sunshine around him, the
| other under a dark and stormy sky i is there no great
| difference there ¥ SUppose, ONee more, two persons cast
ashore from a shipwreck, dripping, cold, and exhausted
\ —there is a home and a welcome ready for one, nothing
| but the dark, lonely night for the other; is it hard to

1. A great warrior unmanned and beset with super- | discern the difference here ?

stitious terrors on the eve of battle.
2, A proud father falling among his sons.
3. A suicidal mania begotten of despair and fear,
4. The barbarous treatment of an enemy’s dead body.
5. Pathetic deeds of kindness to the dead.

WE read to-day the story of the terrible catastrophe |
which brought to an end the reign of Saul, king of Is-
rael. Not an unexpected one however, for since Saul
bad rejected the word of the Lord, and had been rejected
of him, there had been uo repentance, no turning of
heart which might in any way have in any way soft-

l What did the Psalmist say ? He had suffered *all the
day long " and been hastened every morning.”  But
look at thesunshine that rested on him: ** Continually
with thee. .. .holden by thy right hand.” And lwk at

| the welcome that awaited him in the end Thou shalt

| ....receive me to glory.” But what of the wicked?

* How are they brought into desolation asin » moment 1

They are utterly consumed with terrors ;' no lwing

sinfle, no welecome for them, but *thou shalt despise
their image.” Psa 19, 20, 23, 24, The conclusion to
whieh he comes is just an expansion of the words, " The

eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are
open unto their ery; the face of the Lord is against them
that do evil."

|
English Tencher's No'es. |
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Cambridee Notes. | not seem to have reached the trans-Jordanic tribes, as is
The long tragedy of Saul's reign culminates in a | Shown by the exploit of the Jabeshites and the reign of
narrative whose stern simplicity has a moving pathos | Ish-bosheth at Mahanaim, The chronicler omits the
all its own. Samuel had gone to his grave mourning | Sécond clause. Chap. 10. 7. Duwelt. 'l‘l!l David dispos-
for the still loved king, the oracles were dumb as the |Sessed thew, years after. VER. 9. Cut of’. Comp.
dead seer, and no prophetic visions came to cheer the | €hap. 17. 51, showing that this was the regular practice
desolation of the man who had been content to do with. | Of the age. Jehovah's anointed treated like the blas-
out Jehovah's aid. He had driven into exile the de- Pheming Philistine! Carry the good tidings. So the
voted servant who could have stayed up his falling | Word implies, used especially of the news“ot a \1(‘wry..v
throne, and of all that Round Table of Israel's chivalry = Sam. 1.20. The LXX. uses the word evangelize,
the noble Jonathan, faithful unto death, was left well- | Which  afterward was appropriated to the *glad
nigh alone. In his misery the stricken king steals | Udings.” Idols. Who had given the victory and tri-
away through the darkness to the wretched dwelling | Wmphed over Jehovah. It was this that the Song of the
where by arts which his own zeal had branded as felony | BOW found o bitter in the joy of the ** daughters of the
he might have some light, however lurid, upon the | uncircumcised.” \'I:Z!{. 10 Ashtaroth.  Herodotus
future. And then, to the amazement of the pretended | (1- 109) speaks of this " Temple of the heavenly Aphro-
enchantress, the spectral form of Samuel rose, habited ‘dlle at Askalon,” adding, * This temple, as I learn, is
as in life, but with visage grim as the message he de- | the oldest of all the temples of this goddess.” A shrine
livered. From this eventful scene Saul went to face S0 famous did not need further description of its local-
death with a courage born of despair. But the nemesis | 1ty- The plural ** Ashtaroth,” as before, indicates that
was not yet complete, While David was executing the | the various local and tribal cults of Ashtoreth were
deferred vengeance of Jebovah against the Amalekites, | (!n-,rv united. His body. And those of his sons. Ver,
the Philistines were unconseiously exacting the penalty | 1% How keenly would David feel such an outrage on
pronounced against Saul and * the people  who had | the stainless kmight Jonathan! Wall. See 2 Sam. 21,
shared the guilt of that unfulfilled commission. And | ¥ (margin). The “open space” by the gate would be
when the green slopes of Gilboa were strewn with the | MOt crowded.  Betheshan. The armor was taken
fallen flower of Israel's hopes, there wandered over the | fA0 aWway to Ashkelon, the head to Dagon's shrine at
fleld a man of that same accursed nation, attached as a | Ashdod, and the stripped and headloss corpee exposed in
camp-follower to the illfated army. He came to the | & ¢ity near at hand, heretofore inhabited by Israclites.
spot where the king in mortal anguish writhed upon | The modern hamiet of Belsin may be seen four miles

his own sword, and in answer to his appeal spake the
last words Saul ever heard on earth, * I am an Amale-
kite I God's lesson was now proclaimed fully and the
king's soul passed into the diin hereafter,

VER. 1. The battle apparently took place in the plain
of Esdraelon, memorable for the four great fights of
Judg. 4, and 7; 2 Kings 23, 29, and the present passage.
Fled into the heights of Gilkoa, for Israel's warriors
were always most formidable in the highlands. It is
this that lends such pathos to verse 25 in the elegy, ** 0
Jonathan, slain on thy high places !**  VER. 2. Jonathan
and Abinadah. Note how simply the brothers are men-

tioned together, one a hero worth a hundred ordinary |

men, the other a nonentity, whose very name is uncer-
tain.  Melchi-shua. The name has been explained
as ** Help of Moloch,™ a note of a fitful idolatry on Saul's
part.  But it is better translated ** King of help.”
Jonathan had a son Meribbaal (=Mephibosheth), and
we may be quite sure that his son never bore the name
of an idol. 8o it is better in both names to exclude the
suggestion of idolatry. VERr. 3. Comp. 1 Kings 22. 81,
#qq. Greatly. But the LXX.and Vulgate read *sore
wounded in the abdomen," which is better. VER. 4.
Comp. Judg. 9. 54 Armor-bearer. Squire or confl-
dential attendant. How different would it have been if
David had still held the office! Lest.  Saul shrank
most of all from the thought of being insulted or mal-
treated by those hated Philistines, strangers to the
covenant under which be was anointed king. Sore
afraid. He was answerable for the king's life with his
own, but nobler motives no doubt predominated.
Therefore. It is often said that the account of the next
chapter is inconsistent, and it is assumed that the

Amalekite's story was a lie, This is most unlikely, for |

as Ewald observes, the man coild not have thought
such a pretense was a higher recommendation than the
spoils he brought. VER. 7. Valley. That is, plain of
Jezreel, so that the th northern tribes would be
meant. But there seems some reason for reading *‘in
the cities of the plain and in the cities of Jordan,"
between the battle-field and the river, The panic does

| west of Jordan, where the plain of Jezreel drops to the
| deep valley of the river. VER. 11. Jahesh. Probably
| on a round-topped hill above the Wady Yiibis, which
| runs down to the Jordan a little below Beisin, from the
:eust. The distance traversed would be twenty miles,
‘ with a ford in the course of the journey. The exploit

was a touching return for Saul's brilliant rescue of
! Jabesh. Chap, 11, David gratefully acknowledged their

heroie action, 2 8am. 2. 47, VER. 12, Burnt. To pre-
| vent future indignity if the Philistines should again in-
| vade. 1In 2 Sam. 12, the *bones,” that is, charred
| remains, are trausferred to the ancestral tomb at Zela,
VER, 18, Tamarisk, A well-known tree which marked
| the place ; the chronicler calls it a terebinth,  Fosted,
| A sign of general mourning.  Notice the chronicler’s

moral, attributing Saul’s punishment not only to his dis,
“nln‘llh'lu'i‘. but to his appeal to unecromancy, a sin
| especially abominated at the late period when the come
| piler wrote,

The Liesson Council.

Question 12. Wherein and why was Saul's veign @
failure?

In no sense was Saul successful. Faflure is stamped
upon almost every page of his history. As monarch,
statesman, general, man, he seems to have been wanting

| in nearly all the elements which combined to make
David great, And then, too. added to his negative dis-
qualifications, he was positively bad. He was dis*
obedient, rebellious, untruthful, sacrilegious, selfish,
| vain, and an arrant demagogue.—Rev. Chayles E.
; Giddings.

The chief cause of Saul's failure was Saul. He was
unequal to the work given him to do—the transformas
| tion of the old nation into the new monarchy. In face
of Jehovah's opposition (1 Sam. 8, 6-0; Hos, 13, 1)
llhl’ problem was a hard one, the difficulty of which
Saul did not apprehend. Besides, Saul lacked faith i

| the God of his fathers and was even disobedient, as af
Gilgal (1 Sam. Chap. 13), and in the case of the Amale
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ekites, 1Sam, chap. 15, Instead of calm patience and |
faith, he manifested self-will and sinful rashness (as at
Gilgal and in the case of Jonathan, 1 Sam. 14, 33-45).
As @ result of his own sinful acts he lost the favor of
God (1 Sann. 15, 113 16, 14: 28, 18), and the knowledge
of his rejection and his personal hatred of David
paralyzed all noble endeavor,— Rev. Edwin Post,

saul's reign was a failure because his willful dis-
ohedience frustrated the divine pla s lack of faith
in God and of fealty to his high trust disqualiied him
for holding the nation together. Disintegration and ¢
dissolution awaited the kKingdom under his ign. Saul
Jucked those constituent elements of character that in-
sire suecess in whatsoever position in life a man may
be placed.  His heart was not right with God.—Rev. N,
Meterald.

His mission was: 1. To unite the tribes as a nation
int one homogeneous whole, every part devoted to the
weltare of every other and of the whole, 2. To develop
the religious character of his people and make them a |
people whose God is the 1« rd. He failed in both, be- |

a coward, he stands out tall and towering. What a
target he is for the archers! How the arrows fly
toward him! He is pierced again and again. Can he
not die?  Will he not die? There is a cleared space all
around him,  Can none but the archers strike him?
Was the witeh of Endor mistaken when she thought
she brought up before him one who said Saul would die
in the fight? That witch of Endor, is she on Mount
Gilboa, looking at the gloomy king? Why can he not
die? Will no one slay him? Must he slay himself ?
There is the swift flash of a sword and Saul is gone to
be with Samuel.  His armor-bearer dies too, and lies by

his side senseless as a dead leaf,

Death was the wild autumn wind that day, and of
how many leaves it stripped the tree of life!

“They're running ! somebody says.

Yes, the Israelites are running, ANl the country,
both in eity and feld, takes to its heels,  Night comes
down on a conquered land and a lost battle-fleld, where
moan the dying, and forsaken lie the dead.

And on what a land of shame the morrow’s sun
shines -Saul's armor in the idol-house of Ashtaroth,

cause, 1. He was neither a statesman nor a patriot. - He | g, 15 pody on the wall of Beth-shan, and the Philistives

never 1
ish, capric

to the dignity of his mission. Narrow, self- | o jiant ! But an evening comes when men are steul-
s, he lived for himself, and acted from the 1 ing out of Israel, and all night they hurriedly journey,

g 2 n o r o .
impulse of the moment. 2 He neither feared nor| ppey prowl under the wall of Beth-shan. They reach up

bonored God, nor taught the people to walk in his ways, |
The causes of his failure were in himself. —Rev. J. J.
Manker, D.D,

1. Hix charvacter was wanting in balance. Blest
with matchless physique, brave and commanding in
hattle, humble and serious in private, his success was
assured at the heginning.  Later, love for display, dis-
obedience to God, falsehood, jealousy of a subord.nate,
proved that his character was inharmonious and unbal-
anced. 2. His movals waned as his power increased.
Hix elevation was rapid. simplicity, gentleness, integ-
ritv. and fairness marked the beginning of his reign.
But. dazed by his greatness, he grew ambitious, re-
vengeful, haughty. arrogant, and disobedient, until,
conseions that s reign was a failure, he fell, a self-
wurderer, upm his own sword.—Rer. Manley S.
Hard, D.D.

Liesson Word=Picture.

TuEY go out as of old, rank after rank, column upon
column, those old fighting hosts of Israel. There is
Jonathan, the trusty old friend of David, His face is
resolute : his heart is heavy, Thereare the other sons of
saul, and there steps Saul himself, tall, stalwart, hand-
some, proud, the old dark shadow on his face, This day
there must have been a shadow on every face, the ugly,
shivering fear of something creeping nearer, stepping
noiselessly, advancing steadily. It is death,

They move on, though, without flinching, They are
tighting for country, for home. That will brighten the
shadow. Aud there s the encmy ! How they swai,
those Philistine: You see their evil faces.  You hear
their demoniae outeries,  You catch the clatter of the
horses’ hoofs, the rattle of the chariot-wheels, and under
what a cloud of arrows drives forward this thunderbolt
of war! The battle has begun. Men are falling.
here go two of the sons of Saul. One moment, you
se¢ Jonathan, He is fighting bravely, but there is a
weight on his soul. O, how he wishes David— may be
were with him ; David to whom he gave his robe, his
sword, his girdle. David and Jonathan, side by side,
rushing at the Philistines! It would have been like a
cyclone in a corn-fleld.  Ah, there goes Jonathan! He
was the blade of corn to be prostrated. And there is
Saul, the proud king, in the thickesi of the fight. Never

er hands. They take down the dishonored bodies of
Saul and his sons, They anxiously hasten away. That
| green tree in Jabesh, can you see it? It becomes a
| memoria! of the dead. Under its whispering leaves,
| pavid will some day wring his hands and, looking down,

: n distressed for thee, my brother, Jona-

Blackboard.

| The blackboard sums up the whole secret of Saul's
| failure—his heart was wrong. If his heart had been
true to God, though he might have made mistakes, and
have been far from perfect, yet he would have found his
| way to God, aud God would Lave beon with hin,

Primary and Intermedinte,

| LESSON THOUGHT.

| Have upon the board, covered from view, a crown, 8
scepter, and a sword, Print * Seeking " in large letters,
Ask what it is to seek, Tell story of a father seeking
his lost boy, to give him a home, and love, and care.
Why? Because he loved him.

Tell the story of the Lord seeking Saul. He offered
him a crown [uncover] and a kingdom [show scepteil.
What for ? He wanted him to reign over Israel here on
earth, and to reign in heaven at last,

Teach thut the Lord seeks us, as he did S8aul. Whom

|
|
|
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did be send to Saul? Yes, Samuel.  Whom has he sent | 111, DisnoNor.

twus? Jesus, He offers each one a little kingdom to
rule over. Make heart. A crown and a scepter wait
for each of us, We shall wear the crown if we rule
faithfully that which God La: given us,

Make a second heart.  In one
| print “Selt.”  In the other
*God."  Recall enough of

his heart. Show that no one
| rule himself. Uncover the
sword. Tell how Saul used his

plans, not God's vlans, Re-
call the last lesson. What sword did Saul use with
David? Ask what sword a true soldier of Jesus will
use. The sword of the Spirit. Tell that the Lord gave
his Spirit to Saul, but Saul put it away by seeking his
own will. the sword of the Spirit is offered to
us, We shall be taught to use it, if we will.  Obedience
keeps this sword bright and sharp.  Disobedience dulls
and destroys it for use.

Tell the story of the great battle, Make steps on
which print, ** Disobedience,™
*Death.,”  Show how the great King had to take these
after steps because of the first.  Teach that God did not

| sword to work out his own |

|
|
|
|
{

| saul's life to show what was in |

| can rule others who cannot ‘

|

1. Cut off his head. v. 9.
** How are the mighty falien.” 2 Sam. 1, 19,
2, Publigh ... house of their idols, v, 9,
*Tell it not in Gath.™ 2 Sam. 1. 20,
3. Hix body to the wall. v, 10,
* Valiant men ok the body.™ v, 12,
* &lessed be ye of the Lord,™ 2 S8am. 2. 5, 6,

L. There is no such thing as chance, There are no
accidents,  Every thing is the result of cause. FEach
wavelet in the river is the produet of other wavelets,

| and its form and place and duration are all due to canses

** Despair,” ** Defeat,” |

that would be traceable back to the ereation, if we only
had all the facts. The fragrance of the flower thut
blooms, the features of every man, the outlines of every
hillock, the storms of every yvear, the erops of every
fleld, births and deaths, diseases, lunacies, even erime,
are, one and all, the products of previous causes, and
there is not one in the entire category which in any true
sense can be said to be aceidental,  If the bridge break,
it is because of insufMeient support ; if the train run off
the track, it is because of some fault in wheel or rail 3

| if ships are wrecked by collision, it is because of some

chioose the downward way for Saul: he chose it him- |

self.  Warn against the awful danger of a little dis-
ohedience,

But dwell more upon the beauty of a life of obedi-
ence, the erown of life, the heavenly kingdom made
ours through Jesus, our great Captain,

Berean Methods.
The Teachers' Meeting.

The history intervening between the last lesson and
this is very interesting and instructive, and it sheds
much light on this. Trace it....Show that David had
been pushed into a position of hostility to the reigning
king against his own will. Contrast with Jeroboam and
other traitors. ... Show that, with all Da /id's bravery and
wisdom, the battle which really brought him to his na-
tive country and his throne was fought in his ab-
sence, Bring out the doetrine of God's providence....
Show how Saul's fate was the unavoidable outcome of
his course.

References.
ing, 47.

FREEMAN. Ver. 13: Days of mourn-

ANALYTICAL AND BIB AL OUTLINE.
The Fate of the Rebellions King.
1. Derear,
1. Philistinex fought against Israel. v. 1.
**Perrors shall make him afraid.” Job 18, 11,
** We are troubled. . .. yet not distressed.” 2 Cor. 7.5,
. Tue men of Isvael fled, v. 1.
** Flee seven ways before them." Deut. 28,
** Of whom shall I be afraid ?* Psa. 27, 1-3.
3, Philistines follmweed hard, v. 2.
** A nation of fierce countenance,” Deut. 28, 49, 50,
**The righteous cry. .. .delivereth,” Psa. 34. 17,
1. Deati.
. Sawd died, v. 6,
**The wages of sin is death.” Rom, 6, 23.
His three sons, v. 6.
* Iniquities. . . .upon the children.” Exod, 20, 5,
3. AU his men, v. 6,
* Both the great and the small.,"” Jer. 16, 6,

25,

defect or blunder.  All things have their causes, and
from the bright morning when Adam first opened his
eyes on the universe until to day there never was an ae-
cident in the true sense; there never was an event
which was not the effect of an adequate cause. Whut
we call aceidents are simply the results of causes which
are not readily traceable.

2. There ix no such thing asdivine law, if that phrase
be used in any other sense than to indicate the sed-con-
sistent actions of God, God's law is simply God's course
of action. Men philosophize as if God were bound by
laws as we are bound by our statute books. But the
word law itself is used colloquially in a very vague
way. More than half the time that you hear or see the
word used it refers not at all to law properly so called,
but to legislative enactment, to statutes. But law ex-
tends back of all statutes and enactment.  The statute
is merely the announcement of the law. The
law of England, for instance, is that process of con-
duct which England has maintained and developed dur-
ing the centuries. Some of it is written, much of it is
unwritten, and the latter is equally binding with the
former. The law of God is simply the method of hix
dealings with the human race. There is no other divine
law than that.

3. Ax a man soweth, that shall he also reap. A man
is the father of most of his circumstances, Saul's life
could only terminate in Saul’s death.

4. If all events donot illustrate this as dramatically as
it is illustrated by Saal's death, it is simply because of
owr faulty perspective. We are so near to most of the
events that we observe, that we cannot see them in their
proper relation to surrounding events, and therefore we
d ) not recognize their teaching.  But in all the busy life
about us, with its joys and sorrows, men are reaping
what they have sown.

8 Thus the hand of God ix exerted in every event
in all the minutie of our daily life as really as in the

| death of Saul and his sons.

HOME READINGS,

M. Death of Saul and his sons, 1 Sam. 81. 1-6.
Z'w. Death of Saul and his sons. 1 Sam. 31. 7-18.
W. Punishment of disobedience. Hosea 13. 1-11.
Th. Retribution sure. Eccl. 6. 6-13,

F. The sin of S8aul. 1 Chron. 10. 6-14,

&, David's lamentation. 2 Sam, 1. 17-27.

®. Punishment of evil-doers, Pea, 34, 12-22.
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GOLDEN TEXT. Illul- for Holno Study.
ce of th d ainst them that do evil. | 1. Find Mount Gilboa, Beth-shan, Jabesh-gilead
NS TENS GF it LOPL W AE Find how maoy battles Saul had fought with the
g l‘mllslxues How many won, how many los
TIME.-1056 B. C. 3. Loarn why Jabesh-gilead was so dz-mu:d to his
PLACE. —~Mount Gilboa. namary.
=y el " e : 4. Compare Saul's death with that of Brutus and Cas
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God's hate for sin. sius at Philippi, for a side light upon the truth of this
narrative.
LESSON HYMNS, 5. Study carefully chaps. 1-4 of Second S8amuel.
No. 257, Dominion H\mnnAl i QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
No. 25 " N
We i‘"e thee but thine own, Bel |.\u-'nlt\‘4.::|||'| \:l:rln battle fought in Mount Gilbou?
ate'er the gift may be, :: hich army was tl(lmlnll\"
5 hat Jewish leaders were slain®
No. 268, D« al.
! ‘E’J[ :\:l";?;:i:;]"’:lnv Way, :t hat befell Saul in the contest?
¢ ) MYy W hat f feat S recely el
My'aure, Rosrting l,u;ht'. ““pn “JH \\'nnlll of thie defeat had Saul received?
No. 275, Dominion Hymnal. Wiat did he ask his armor beurer to do?
God of pity, God of grace “ hy llllvl he wish this? A
y “hat did Saul, in his despair, then do?
When we humbly seck thy tace Wiio followed his exnmple®
What ghows great shinghter that day ¥
What did the surviving Israelites do*
\\ I| it truth does the death of Saal illustrate?  (Gold-
Never alone, en Text.)
Safe in the arms of Jesus. 2. hnul s Burial, vs. 8-13
The ol o . > Whom did the Philistines discover among the slain?
:]"_F“:'I “"“rl"'__" ".h’ What indignities did they offer to the dead king?
Sweet hour of prayer. What did they do with his armorand body ¢
Sing always. Who heard of the cruelty of the Philistines?
Dare to do right. \\'I:lul service had Saul rendered these people? Chap.
- s writte! ore 7 1-11
If '_"\ """", written there? How did they repay this service®
Child of a King. Where were Saul and his sons buvied?
:l""').”:‘l‘f l;. f" o Teachinzs of the Lesson.
PaLIosiLY “ g, Where in this lesson are we taught
Battling for the Lord. 1. That ** the wages of sin is death?
2. That the innocent often suffer with the guilty?
1ONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS. 3. That good deeds will be remembered ¥
1. saul’s Death, Home Work for Yo Bereans,

In what part of l'_ull«\llm- was the battle fought which Read David's lament for Squl and Jonathan,
this lesson narrate: Learn when and by whose command the boties of Saul
_For how many yea - and Jonathan were removed from Jubesh,
war with this enemy ? Leurn what other noted battles have been fought near
What was the effect of this battle upon the political  Mount Gilboa
condition of the kingdom ?
What was the end of Saul ¥ QUE! NS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
What character had he shown as king ? i prgr4
What was the effect of Saul's death upon the (nulm\ What did S8aul continue to do* To forsak
at large ? i “Ih" came to fight against the Israelites?
\ ad 8 o0 lished for his e 'y is stines,
t had Saul accomplished for his country by his i Where was the battle ¥ l!:.““ K:"" Gilboa.
In what respects were the beginning and ending of Who conquered ? he Philistines. .
his reign .”“GI ok & R \ Why were the Israelites defeated ? God was not
\\i t people had he made his stanel friends by bis | Il:hllllx for them.
first 1 8am. 11, 1-11. Who were among the I~Iulin 4
| Who was badly wounded ? e
t ~nnl « Burial, | b -
What proof of the bitterness of the battle did the Phi- 'y, mlhm did he ask his armor-bearer to d" To kill
listines find upon the field * ! s

What light is shed on the barbarity of the times by nf\r‘n'llt; ,‘:,n‘:lm m:-':|.|;n|m'-lwm'<-r not do thatr He wax

their action ? A 2 -
\\'n,m was the purpose of the indignity shown to Saul's “pi:,',',“l,‘(lm Saul die?

s had there been almost continual

reign

‘s three sons,

‘He took hix sword and fell

body ? - — Y They fled
What eity of Israel came to rescue thelr King's re- (‘l“l‘"h!l:“ did the Israelites do ¥ hey fled from their
mair . " e . .
Was this city near the field of battle ? Who came and lived in their cities? The Philis,

\\'}]Ill does their act prove concerning their character ? “';;:;‘l;“ did the Philistines do with Saul's body? They
n.‘(“t“‘“. were the bones of Saul and his sons 1aid 0 fagtened it to o wall. o ’ ’
Was this their final resting-plac Who buried the bodies of Saul and hixsons? The
What covenant vow was fulfilled by this a men of Jabesh-zilead,
What beautiful tribute did he also pay to their mem- , What did they show in so doing? Honor to their
ory? 2sam, 1. 2 King.

\‘:Ihut dm-q Saul's life teach us? The danger of for-
Practical Teachings. -ll ng Go
saul’s disobedience brought his ruin. 1t did not stop | " Words with Little People.
there : it ruined his family. How often one act of sin The wages of sin is death,
WOrks sorrow in many livi It spread wider. It en- But
tailed war on his country, | The gift of God is eternal life.
Do you see any relation nowadays between sin In
"",:.'rl‘l‘ nlx:’-n unld‘puhII(; vnllumll\ v . THE LESSON CATECHISM.
e old world was barbarous. Hate heaped in gn- ) e
ties on the helpless dead. How the cross on Calvary has [For the entire %h“"l‘]
q-lulmwd all that! Christianity slowly humani; m!m?“‘";‘:-c““‘w the death of Saul* Defeat by the
Learn how - g i
thgnﬂ’:};. ?;Giﬁ.f:}n‘flﬁ“a rt‘:‘ﬁl&p it ;u)}:};n&)ed‘él\ne 2. Who else perished in the battle? Three of his
Saul's memory. .. .
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3. How much of the country was mlned by the Phi- ’
listines by this battle? All northern Palestine.

4. By whom wus Saul's body buried? By the men

J bﬂh-;llud.

5. What prophecy wn- fulfilled by this battle? That

God hll'l rejected

6. What great lrnlh \\ 5 lhuu emphasized nfre*h’
“The face of the Lord is.” ete

CATECHINY QUESTION,

44. What is meant by saying that God is gracious and
merciful ?

That He is full of compassion, slow to punish sin, and
ready to forgive. |
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, Inng-
suffering, and abundant in zooduess and truth.—Exod W,
xxxiv. €, /

\

i |

THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW,
lll)\l:l..ll,:;-li?l'lh N,
V 1Sam. 3.1-10. 7. 1 Sam. 12, 6-15.

1 Su
b Th. ls.nn 16, 1-13. A, 18um, 17 4
'.l. 2. 1°13. 8. 1 Sam. 24, 1-17,

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. These lessons cover more than forty years of time,
include the geography of the whole of Palestine, and
deal with three great characters,  Fach of these partic- |
ulars should come Into the study for this review.

2, Make a list of ten prominent men of this period.

2, Make a list of the decisive battles that were fought
in it
4. Write out the chief events of saul’s reign.

5. Commit to memory all the Golden Texts, and re-
peat them every day.

6. Repeat daily the Titles and Doctrinal Suggestions |
of lhv twelve lessons of the quarter,

Write a brief history of the life of \amuul

x Write a similar history of the life of Sai

9, Write the chief events in David's llfv dlulllg this
epoch,

10. How many men were anointed to be king 7

11 If Jonathan and David had children during this
epoch, what was their relation ?

12, What lesson is recalled in your mind by an army
u;wmhl--‘l around a golden chest and raising a great
shout *

\\‘h.ttk}n a man in a cave cutting off another one's
s

What hy a man ruuning toward his foe with only
a sling for a weapon ?
What by two old men sitting together while seven
yvoung men pass by them?
What by cattle lowing and sheep bleating #
What by an old man making a farewell address ?
13. Make word pictures that will recall to your mind
Lessous 1, 1, V, XII, X, and VII.
14, What hw.-mm are recalled by the following
15, one for each: a sling -an ark—a horn of ofl -
p—a fast of seven days —-two men in a fleld ?
5. tiive three elements of the character of Saul,
16, Naume the great virtue of Samuel,
17, 2 chief defects in the character of Eli.
I8, Read over afresh all the Practical Teachings, and
commit to memory those which touch your life,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR
SCHOLARS,

1. Recull the Titles of the lessons from the following |
cateh words :

| MEMORIZE
JTRUTH
| A
" Anp
I1. Recull the GoLpeEN TEXTS in the

| ”AST !; ) same way :

1. Then Samuel ans— 7. Becauve thou hast—
2. His sons made— 8. Man looketh on—

TERMEDIATE

1. samuel ca— 1 Saul reject—
. The anoint
3. samuel, the— 9. David and
el uk— 10. Davi
11. David spar—

6. n.murl lhr Death of —

W
| did he live in the temple with Eli ?

{ \il-' and he restrained them not,

" our King, wants us to be satisfied with him.

| how

3. Cease to do - 9. If God be for—
. Nevertheless the peo— 10, There is a Friend—
5 By me kings— 11. Be not overcome—
. Only fear the Lord— 12 The face of the Lord
lll. Tell the story of a picture in each lesson.
Of a child in church.
Of a defeated urmy and dead priest.
Of a praying prophet and & victorious army.
&h‘-ulluﬂed people and an indignant prophet.
0( a prophet's feast in honor of one guest.
Of an olg man advising a nation,
Of « prophet rebuking a king.
Of a shepherd boy selected to be king
Of a shiepherd boy sluying a gian®
Of two friends planning escape from d‘mber.
Of an outlaw saving a king's life.
Of a defgated host und a dead king.
State a duty which is taught in euch lesson,
When God sp
When we see others doing wrong.
When we have done wrong ourselves,
When we are in dou't whether a thing is right.
When God bids us douny thing.
When we know what is God’s will,
When we are warned of our sins,
When we judge of the fitness of l.ud & servants,
When we ire called to face danger in God's cause,
When a friend in need seeks our help.
When an enemy is in our power,
When we have a chance to repay a Kindness,

<§:5=;ﬂ9vrywr

e

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Then Samuel answered,
1 Sam. 3. 10, Questions.
you ean about the childhood of Samuel. Why
How did he answer
Is children in these
('llUi. O may 1

LEssoN 1. Golden Tex!
r thy servant heareth,

when the Lord called him?  Who
ilden Thought. When Jes

* Speak, Lord, thy servant will obey.
sSON 11, lmd.n 7.re. His sons made themselves
1 Sam. d I . 5=
tions, Tell what kind of a father Eli was. kind of
sons had he? Why was God displeased w Illl Inm Y Tell
about the death of Eli, and what part his sons had in it,
Golden Thought. Wicked children bring great sorrow

| upon their parents,

ON 1L, Go'den Texl. Cease to doevil; learn to
sa. 116, 17, Questions Of what was the ark
a mnhul ‘What did the Israciites lose when the ark
wentaway? Why did the Philistines send it back to
the Israelites? What was the stone of help called ?
Golden Thought. God is our present help,

LESSON IV, Golden Texl. Nevertheless the people
refused to obey the voice of Samuel ; and they said, Nay :
but we will have a king over us. 1 Sam, 8, 19,  Quas-
tions. Why did the people of Israel want a king? Who
was their heavenly King? Is God pleased when we seek
another King than himself 7 Golden Thought. God,

Lk
do

LESSON V. Golden Ter!. By me kings reign and princes
decree justice. Prov. 8. 15, Questions. Describe Saul,
For what did GGod choose him ? Who chooses us ? For what
kingdom dum he choose us? Golden I‘/numh( ** (hosen
to be saints.”" A saint is greater than a king.

ESSON VI Golden Text  Only fear the Lord, and
serve him in truth with all your heart; for consider

?I‘l‘lll things he hath done for you. 1 Sam. 12, 24
Questions. To what great meeting did Samuel call the
Israelites 7 How had he lived among them ?  When did
he begin to do right? Why did the people trust him?
Golden Thought. Obedience brings happiness, Diso-
bedience brings sorrow.

LESSON VII.  Golden Tert.  Because thou hast re-
jected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected thee
rom being king. 1 Sam. 15, 23,  Questions. Tell how
Saul disobeyed the Lord. Whose way is always best?
What does the Lord say is always better than sacrifice ?
What does God ask of his children? Golden Thought.
Nothing is so pleasing to God as simple obedience,

LESSON VIIL.  Golden Text. Man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.
18am, 16, 7.  Questions, Why did God reject Saul? To
what does disobedience always lead? To what family
did God send ﬂnmuel') What was he to choose from
this family ? 'Why is God's choice always best ¢
Thought.” God chooses me. Do I choose God ?

LessoN IX. Golden Text. 1t God be for

r us, who
can be against us? Rom, 8, 31,  Questions. What waa
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the name of the Philistine giant? Who slew him?
Who gave strength to David 7~ Who can give us ﬁtn'nrlh
10 slay our enemies? Golden Thought. Self-will is &
3 only God can slay it.

LESSON X. Golden Text. 'There is a friend that
sticketh closer than a brother. Prov, I8, 24,  Questions
Who was Jonathan ? To whom was he a true friend
Who was David’s bitter enemy? Who knows how to
conquer our enemies for us?  What Friend always
wants to help us?  Golden Thought.  There is no Friend
80 wise, 50 strong, so good as Jesus,

LE XL Golden Text, Ben

ereome of evil, but

overcome evil with good. Rom. 12,21, Questions. Who
met in a cave in the wilderness?  How did David show
himself like Jesus 7 - Who teaches us to love our enemies 7
What made Saul ashamed of his cruel conduct? Golden
Thought. Love is God's conquering weapon ; little sol-
dier, use it,

LESSON X1L, - Golden Text. The face of the Lord is
against them that do evil, Psa. 34, 16, Questions. How
did Saul diey Who was killed in the same battle
Why did not God tight for Israel? If self-will Kkilled
Saul, will it not Kill us?  Golden Thonght.  There is
danger and loss in going away from God,

v —

B. C. 1060,

Authorized Versi
sa s an

ELN

2 And when ail saw Da’vid, she hasted, and
lighted off the ass, and fell before Da’vid on her face,
und bowed herself to the ground,

24 And fell at his feet, and said, { pon ey my lord,
upon me lel this iniquity be: und let thine handmaid, 1

pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words |

of thine handmaid. .
5 Let not my lord, 1 pray thee. regard this man of

I, even Nu'bal: for ax his name is, so is he;
Na'bal és bis name, and folly is with him: but I thine
handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, wh
thou didst send.

26 Now therefore, my lord, «s the LokD liveth, and «
thy soul liveth, seeing the LorD hath withholden thee
from coming to sked blood, and from avenging thyself
With thine own hand, now let thine enemies, und they
that seek evil to my lord, be as Na’bal.

27 And now this blessing which thine hand 1 hath
brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the
young men that follow my lord. |

28 1 pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine hand
waid : for the LORD will certaiuly make wy lord a sure

house: because my lord fighteth the battles of the | ™

LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee al/ thy days. {

29 Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy |
soul : but the soul of wy lord shall be bound in the bun- |
dle of life with the LoRD thy God: and the souls of |
thine enemies, themn shall he sling out, as out of the |
middle of a sling. |

30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall |
have done to my lord according to all the good thai he
hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed
thee ruler over Is'ra-el ;

31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offense
of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood
causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself : but
when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord,
then remember thine handmaid.

35 8o Da’vid received of her hand #4af which she had
brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine
house ; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have ac-
cepted thy person.

36 And Ab/i-gail came to Na’'bal; and, behold, he
held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king; and
Na’bal's heart was merry within him, for he was very |
drunken : wherefore she told him nothing, less or more,
until the morning light.

37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine |
was gone out of Na’bal, and his wife had told him these
things, that his beart died within him, and he became
45 a stone.

38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the
LORD smote Na’bal, that he died.

TEMPERANCE LEsSON,

n |

[Sept. 29,

Revised Version,
2 And when Ab'igail  saw  Da'vid, she hasted,
and lighted off ber ass, and fell before Da'vid on her
24 fuce, and bowed herself (o the ground.  And she fell
at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord. upon e be
the iniquity : and let thine handmaid, 1 pray thee,
speak in thine ears, and hear thou the words of thine
25 handmaid,  Let not my lord, 1 pray thee, regard this
man of Be'li-al, even Na'bal: for as his name is, so
is he : Na‘bal is his name, and folly is with hiw : but
I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord,
26 whom thou didst send,  Now therefore, my lord, as
the LORD liveth, and as thy sonl liveth, seeing the
LorD hath withholden thee from bloodguiltiness, and
from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now
therefore let thine enemies, and them that seek evil
27 to my lord, beas Na'bal. And now this present which
thy servant hath brought unto my lord, let it begiven
unto the young men that follow my lord. Forgive, |
pray thee, the trespass of thine bandmaid : for the
Lorp will certainly make my lord a sure house, be-
cause my lord tighteth the battles of the LORD: and
2 evil shall not be found in thee all thy days. And
though man be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek
thy soul, yet the soul of my lord shall be bound in the
bundle of life with the Lorp thy God; and the
souls of thine enemies, them shall be sling out, as
30 from the hollow of asling. And it shall COME 10 puss,
when the Lorp shall have done to my lord according
toall the good that he hath spoken concerning thee
and shall have appointed thee prince over Israel,
31 that this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offense of
heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood
causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself : and
when the LORrD shall have dealt well with my lord,
35 then remember thine handmaid. 8o David received of
her hand that which she had brought him: and he said
unto her, Go up in peace to thine house ; see, [ have
hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person.
36 And AVi-gail came to Na’bal ; and, behold, he held a
feast in his house, like the feast of a klng: and Na'-
bal's heart was merry within him, for he was very
drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or
37 more, until the morning light. And it came to pass
in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Na'-
bal, that his wife told him these things, and his heart
38 died within him, and he became as a stone.  And it
came to passabout ten days after, that the LorD smote

Na'bal, that he died.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. The twenty-fifth chapter of 1 Sam,
furnishes us a sort of inside view of David’s life during
the period of his wanderings as a fugitive from Saul.
We here learn that he was not idle nor useless during
those vears. He employed his band of warlike men to
defend the quiet shepherds of the mountains and
valleys and protect them from barm. Here we find
it recorded that these men, who rallied about David like
a band of outlaws (see chap. 22, 2) ** were a wall unto "
the shepherds—*" both by night and day." Ver. 16, They
never interfered with the place and property of those
who were engaged in lawful pursuits, but rather pro-
tected them in their rights. But the customs of those
lands made it eminently proper for those who had been

of such service to a wealthy shepherd to expect some
friendly present in return.  When, therefore, Nabal, the
owner of three thousand sheep and one thousand goats,
provided for his shepherds the usual festive meal at the
time of sheep-shearing, David sent his greetings, and
according to Oriental customs reasonably expected
some liberal response. The scene is in Carmel, one of
the cities of the land of Judah (Josh. 15, 55), abowt six
miles south of Hebron, and one mile north of Maon,
where Saul erected his monument. Chap. 15. 12, Hence
it is to be distinguished from the noted promontory of
this name on the western coast of central Palestine.
23. Ahigail. The wife of the wealthy Nabal. See
ver. 3. The preceding verses show how she had made
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haste to offset the churlish and ungrateful conduct of
her husband by bringing David a worthy token of re-
gard. saw....hasted. .. lighted off, Jgell, ..
bowed. These words afford a very vivid word-picture.

24, Fell at his feet. Or, “she fell upon his feet."
She placed herself in the posture of most abject humili-
ation, as one who felt that a grievous offense had been
committed against David and his men, and they did
well to be angry. Upon me. She makes herselfl a
vicarfous atonement, assuming the Iniquity so as to
meet its blame and suffering. In thine audience.
Literally, * in thy ears ;' that is, in thy hearing.

25, This man of Belial. She speaks of her husband
as of one for whom she has no reverence or respect.
His evil habits and disposition had alienated her
affection. His name....folly. The Hebrew word

Vabal means ** folly," and has an evil signification, in-
cluding the idea of wicked disposition and character.
Saw not. Else they would not have been turned away so
contemptuously as they were by Nabal. See vers, 9-11.

26. The Lord hath withholden thee. 8he assumes
that her coming with a timely and suitable present is a
providential interposition to deter David from any acts
of bloody violence which he was meditating. Re as
Nabal, Be as foolish and impotent as he. Thus she
seeks to assure David that Nabal is not able to do him
harm, and his own miserable folly is a curse in itself.

27. This blessing. The items of which are enum-
erated above in ver. 18. The grace and real dignitv of
this presentation are worthy of admiration.

28, Forgive the trespass of thine handmaid. Thus
again assuming, as in ver. 24, that she felt the insolence
with which his men had heen treated as If it were a
transgression of her own. Her own coming to him
might also seem like a trespass, as if it were an unwar-
rantable interference with his purposes, Makemy lord
a sare house. Here she confesses her faith in the
great future awaiting the house of David. Compare the
faith of Rahab as confessed in Josh. 2. 9-13. Her words
show that she was acquainted with David’s history, and
knew that he bad fought the batties of the Lord, and
was innocent of all the evil which designing enemies
had charged against him, Comp. 24, 9,

29. A man Is risen to pursue thee. The reference
is to Saul, Soul, ... bound in the bundle of life. Here
s one of those profound intimations of immortality
which lie eveloped in several passages of the Old Testa~
ment. The image of something exceedingly precious,
bound up in a bag so as not to be lost, in contrast with
a common, and comparatively worthless stone, to be
glung out of the middle of a sling, is well suited to en-
hance the preciousness of true souls before God.

30. Spoken concerning thee. .. ruler over I N
From these werds it is evident that Abigail had learned
the facts of David's life and the prophecies of his future

geance. Go up in peace. Her home was higher up in
the mountains. Comp. ver. 20, David's words assured
her that her action had been thoroughly effectual.

36. Like the feast of a king. The festive revelry
here depicted seems to have been during the shearing
time the nightly delight of the servants of Nabal, and
master and servants enjoyed it together. He seems to
have been almost prodigal of his gifts, and treated his
men royally, He was very drunken. This fact shows
his dissolute nature, and illustrates what is said of him
fn vers. 3and 17. Comp. also the words of Prov. Z3. 20,
21, 20-32. She told him nothing. For he was too
drunk to comprehend or appreciate what she had to say.
37. His heart died within him. Surprise, vexation,
terror, and anger, probably all at once asserted them-
selves in his passionate nature, and brought on a fit of
apoplexy, 8o that he became as a stone. The paralysis
continued for ten days and ended fatally.

For a temperance lesson we here observe :

1. Habits of intoxication tend to produce churlishness
and an evil disposition. 2. Such habits in the head of a
household are a source of trouble and danger to many.
3. The habitual drunkard often misunderstands and
abuses his best friends. 4. The drunkard generally
meets with an untimely and miserable death, 5. ** Drunk-
ards shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. 6. 10,

Berean Methods.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Conduct this very interesting study upon two entirely
distinet lines. Bring out this very romantic incident in
all its historic beauty. Besure to explain those pass-
ages which might be misunderstood. Then bring out the
temperance lessons, See Thoughts for Young People.
References. FREEMAN. Ver. 23: Mark of respect,
38, Ver. 20: The sling, 256,

Blackboard.

OR A
WITHERED
KERNEL.

IGHTY

OAK ¢

ANTED, OR WASTED,
WHICH 2

elevation to royalty. It has been r y
that she herself may have bad personal interviews with
some of the prophets assoclated with Samuel, if not with
Samuel himself, and from them had learned what she
here speaks of with so much Di

The blackboard design is a twotold one, and may be
used in & review or & temperance lesson, We frequently
sum up a statement by saying ‘‘ Here is the whole thing
in a nut-shell.” The acorn is used here to symbolize this

women sometimes went to consult prophets. See 2 Kings
4, 23-25.

31. No grief. Rather, ** No stumbling-block,” such
as would trouble David to remember in after years,
Offense of heart. Conscientious scruple; nearly syr -
onymous with the preceding expression. Shed blood
canseless. .. .avenged. See ver., 26 above. Thus she
suggests that taking bloody vengeance on Nabal might
at some future time cause David troubles of conscience.

35. David received. He could not have done other-

ught. For the review use it to illustrate the lives of
the principal persons mentioned during the quarter,
Rightly used, there is within the acorn-shell that which
will develop into a mighty oak ; butif the acorn be thrown
aside on stony ground, where it cannot be planted, it will
waste and wither away. Ask the scholars to name the
persons who grew and prospered, and those who wasted
their opportunities and failed.
For a temperance illustration it shows how a life may
expand, and grow, and become great and useful; but if
that which is within us is dwarfed and ruined by intem«

wise without exhibiting the most execrablg love of vene

perance, it ig a wasted life.
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THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Some Effects of Alcohol,

Nabal is a convenient fllustration of some very com-
mon effects of poisoning one's self by alcohol,

1. Silly good humor. His boisterous celebration of
the harvest vintage with his employees was of the same
character as the maudlin singing and shouting with
which we are so sadly familiar,

2. Bad humor. The good humor that comes from
drunkenness is inevitably succceded by moroseness.
The intoxicated man simply uses up in an hour the
normal good humor which he otherwise would have
distributed over a week.

3. Stolidity. The common sense of generals has for
many years kept all intoxicants from armies in action.
Quick movement s not expected from beer-drinkers,

4. Imbeeility. This s simply the next stage. There
is nobody and nothing more idiotic in all this world
than a drunken man,

8. Death., Nabal died apparently asa consequence
of the sudden revulsion of feeling caused by his wife's
message.

HOME READINGS,

M. 1 8am, 3.1-10. 7.1 Sam. 12. 6-15. W. 1 S8am,
15, 16-26, 7%. 1 Sam. 16. 1-13. #. 1 Sam. 17, 88-51,
S.18am. 20, 1-13. 8.1 Sam. 24, 1-17.

GOLDEN TEXT.
And be not drunk with wine, whereln Is excess,
Eph. 5. 18,
TIME. 1060 B, C.
PLACK.—-Carmel, a city of southern Judah,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The sin of ‘sellishness.

5 LESSON IYMNS,
No. 50, Dominion Hymnal,

Wand'rer, come, there's room for thee
At the cross of Jesus,

No. 88, Dominion Hymnal,

Rescue the porishi
Care for the dylnl.n‘ '

No. 100, Dominion Hymnal.
Yield not to temptation,
For ylelding is sin.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Selfishness,
n“‘:"f;lm character furnishes the fllustration of selfish-

What can you tell about this man ?

What prevented David from committing an act of
vengeance far in excess of its cause 7

ggh\vﬁt was NsbaLg‘elnnh'!

at do you say about

}\'ha% p{ﬂmpted | s the act of Abigall ?

n What respect was her speech a prophecs™
m‘ms?mem any hint of selfishness ll? &cg thought of
2. Drunkenness,

What was the result of Abigall's mission ?
ln;‘:;l:’rl::i ,‘}hlmnll was thus occupled, what occupled her

What were t
morning ? he things which Abigail told Nabal i the

Why did she not tell him on the same night ?

he}'v!':a?ltl ntgt?rumncu would Nabal's condition make as to

In what
mmmnﬂm does drunkenness then and now p-

t was the effect upon Nabal of his wite's tidings ?
e I'l'mah tical Teachings, ,
ness forbids every benefiy received from others,
Nabal knew who David preter
Im't:w. ‘Belﬂv.hne- made hlr::.illr,u. kil
Selfishness ml'(‘l’“)‘l? inh ll.!:ln el I
e him inhospitable, Nelfi-hy
tlhm feast in his house while gthvr:llligh: m:lr'l':):f n;ﬁt

hness made him drunken,
left him d aud deb , and

.

fear added the blow which stunned him. He is not the
man who has died from excessive drink,
Be generous. Be hospitable. Be sober,

Hints for Home Study.
1. Read the whole chapter carefully.
2. What place has this incident in David's history,
3. Trace in this story the hardening power of wine
used to excess,
4. Trace the power of wine to sap the foundations of
4 constitution,

QUKSTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Selfishness, vs, 23-31,
What homage was offered to David, and by whom?
What did the woman say about a man of folly ?
What request had been made of Nabal ? vers. 58,
What was his repliy’ ¥ vers. 10, 11,
What did David then resolve to do? vers, 13, 17.
What did this woman mg about David's enemies ?
What about a present which she had brought ?
What reason did she urge for forgiveness ?
‘What was sald of David's safety and the overthrow
of his enemies ?
To what high office would the Lord exalt David ?
Wherein does a liquor-drinker show selfishness?
2. Drunkennens, vs, 35-38,

How did David reply to the woman's gift and prayer?

How was Nabal engaged when his wife returned ?
What was his condition ?
‘Why may all wine-drinkers fitly be called ** Nabal ?
ov. 20. 1,
When was he told what danger he had escaped ?
What effect had the news?
What occurred a few days later ?
What is sure about the future of a drunkard? 1 Cor.
Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we shown—|
1. An example of self-debasement ?
2. An example of courageous tact ?
8. An example of self-conquest?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Learn why Nabal is called a man of Belfal.
Learn about Abigail’s after history.
Find evidence from the book of Proverbs that wine
and strong drink will make men selfish and ugly.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
'Vghyldld David wander in the wilderness? For fear
of Sau|

of wh.om did he ask food at one time? Nabal, a rich
man,

What kind of a man was Nabal? Cruel and selfish,

How did he treat David? Very rudely.

How did David feel about Nabal'sanger? He became
angry too,

‘Was this right? No; it was wrong.

What did David tell his men to do? To kill Nabal,

Who was Nabal's wife? Abigail,

What kind of a woman was she? Good and kind.

What did she take to David? Food,

What did she ask him todo? To forgive her hushand.

Of what did she gently remind him? Thatitis wrong
to be angry. [spirit,

How did David recelve her words? In the right

Who gave a great feast in his house? Nabal,

‘Why did not Abigalil tell him at first what she had done
Because he was drunken,

What did Abigail know? That a drunken man
cannot understand,

What thpened to Nabal ten days after this? The
Lord smote him, he died,

What does & drunken man’s life show? That God
punishes seltishness, drink,

To what does selfishness often lead? To habits of

Words with Little People.
TEMPERANCE LESSON.
Strong Drink makes foolish, Strong Drink confuses
the mind. Strong Drink shuts up the heart. Strong
Drink i8 an enemy to God.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,

1. What caused the interview described in our les-
son? The wicked hostliity of Nabal. 2. What sery-
ice had David rendered to him? Cared for his prop«
erty in the wilderness. 3. What stopped David in his
mission of vengeance ! The wisdom of Abigail, 4,

s

While she was saving his life, what occupied Nabal at *

home? A drunken feast in his house. 5. What was
the effect of his fear and debauch ¥ He was stricken
and died. 6. What lesson does his life teach ? ¢ He

nat drunk,” ete,
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Responsive Review Service for the Third Quarter.

BY LILY LATHBURY.

TOPI0 FOR THE QUARTER.—Israel Under the First Hebrew King,

GOULDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER.—“Thine, O Lord, 1s the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is thine ; thine is the klngdbm, O Lord, and
thou art exalted as head above all.’’—1 Chron, 29. 11.

LESSON 1.
Samuel Called of God,

Superintendent. In whut part of the Old Testament are
thelessons of this quarter?

School. Tn the first book of Samuel?

Supt. Of what is this book the history?

School. Of the lives of two great men} Sumuel, Judge,
refurmer, and prophet of Israel, and Saul, the first He-

sbrew king.

Swgt, What is our first glimpse of Samuel?

Bekool, As & child, twelve years old, assisting the
‘high-peiest Eli in his sacred duties of the tabernacle.

Supt. How did God show Samuel he was chosen to be
a prophet?

School. He appeared to him in a vision by night and
revealed to him the awful judgment ubout to fall upon
Eli and his house.

Supt. What was Samuel’s answer to God's call?

School. * Speak, for thy servant heareth." (Golden

"Text.)
LESSON II.
The Sorrowful Death of Ell.

Supt. What is the story of this lesson?

School. The story of a long and bloody contlict be-
tween the Israelites und the Philistines. Of the defeat
of the Israelites, the death of Eli's sons, the capture of
the ark of God. Of the aged father and high-priest sit-
ting in the gate of the tabernacle by the road-side wait-
ing for news of the battle, Of a swift messenger run-
ning from the battle-field to the city with torn garments,
and dust upon his head. Of Eli, heart-broken at the
terrible tidings, falling from his seat dead.

Supt. What explanation of this sudden calamity to
£li is given in the Golden Text?

School. ** His sons made themselves vile, and he re-
-strained them not."

LESSON IIL
Samuel the Reformer,

Supt. What is the first of the three events of this
lesson?

Bible Class. The Tsraelites gather together in a great
national assembly at Mizpeh to renounce theiridolatry

and repent before the Lord. Samuel offers sacrifice,
and they foin in a solemn public humiliation.

School. *vease to do evil; learn to do well.” (Gold-
«en Text.)

Supt. What is the second event?

Boys. The Philistines, fearing that the Israclites are
preparing to throw off the yoke of their authority, send
out a large army to disperse and subdue them.

School, “The wicked watcheth the righteous and
seekoth to slay him,"

Supt., Whatis the third event?

Girls. In answer to the prayer of Samuel for his un«
armed and defeneeless people, God sends a great storm
of thunder and hail to smite the Philistines, and the
Israelites win victory and peace for their country.

School. ** Blessed be the Lord God....of Israel, who
only doeth wondrous things."

HYMN. (No. 231, Epworth Hymnal.)
*“ Fight the good fight."

LESSONS 1V, V, AND VI
Samuel the Judge.

Supt. Lesson fourth shows us Samuel listening to the
request of the elders of Israel for “‘a king like other
nations,” and wisely trying to dissuade them from their
purpose.

School. ** Nevertheless the people refused to obey the
voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have
a king over us.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. Troubled by this rebellious spirit, Samuel goes
to the Lord, who tells him that he has ‘‘ hearkened to
the voice of the people,” and chosen Saul, the son of
Kish the Benjamite, to be their king.

School, *By me Kkings reign and princes decree
juetice.” (Golden Text.)

Supt. Obedient to God's command, Samuel anoints
Saul king over Israel, calls the people together at
Mizpeh, and presents him before them a8 their king.

School. Mis magnificent presence wins instant allegls
ance, and for the first time in Israel the air is filled with
shouts of ** God save the king."

Supt. Soon after this event the Israelites are aain
gathered at Gilgal to the victories of
their king, now become the ‘*‘pride and glory of
Israel.”” Here Samuel addresses them for the last time
as ruler and judge. Of what does he remind them?

School. Of the mercles of God in the past, and their
ungrateful demand for a king.

Supt. What does heask them to do? L

School. To recal) his life among them ana judge
whether his rule ka3 been just or acjust,
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Supt. What did he receive from them?

School. Unanimous testimony as to his honest and
righteous government,

Supt. What are his last words to them?

School, *Only fearthe Lord and serve him in truth
with all your heart; for consider how great things he
hath done for you." (Golden Text.)

LESSONS VII AND VIII
The Rejection of Saul and the Anointing of David.

Supt. What are the circumstances of Saul's rejection
as king?

Bible Class. Suul is commanded by God to make war
against the Amulekites und utterly destroy them and
all their p i S ing his army N
he wins an overwhelming victory, but, tempted by the
great wealth of the Amulekites, keeps the best of the
8poil und epares King Agag. Directed by God, Samuel re-
bukes Saul for his disobedience, and, reminding him
that as the anointed head of Isruel he is bound by cov-
enant to obey God in all things, reveals to him the pun-
ishment to come upon him for his sin.

School. ** Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king."
(Golden Text.)

Supt. After the rejection of Saul, Samuel is sent to
Bethlehem to anoint a king in the family of Jesse. He
Is pleased with the manly beauty and lofty stature of
the eldest son, and says, **Surely this is the Lord's
anointed.”

School. ** But the Lord said, Look not on his coun-
tenance or on the height of his stature....for the Lord
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart,”
(Golden Text.)

Supt. Samuel rejects all of the seven sons of Jesse
before him and David, the youngest, is sent for and
brought in, clad in his shepherd’s dress.

Bible Class. ** And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him,
for this js he."

School, “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the
Bpirit of the Lord came upon David from that day for-
ward."

HYMN. (No.44, Epworth Hymnal.)

LESSON IX.
David and Goliath,
Supt. What is the story of David and Goliath?

School. “*Two armies art drawn up in battle array,
'he Philistines send out their giant warrior Goliath to
thallenge the Israelites to a single combat. Saul, faith-
less and disobedient, hus not the courage to go out
againet him, and not one of his army dare venture his
life with so terrible a foe. David, coming into the
camp on an errand, hears the insolent taunts of Goliath
and pleads with the king to avenge the honor of Is-
rael. Obtaining his consent, he goes to meet him with
only his shepherd’s staff and five smooth stones for his
sling. Goliath advancgs upon him in haughty rage,
only to fall by a stone from the despised sling.

Supt. What was the secret of David’s courage and
fearlessness?

School. Faith in the power of God, *If God be for

LESSON X,
David and Jonathan,

Supt. Who saw David's brave and gallant deed, and
loved him with a great love?

School. Jonathan, the king's son.

Supt. How did Jonathan honor David?

School. He took off his cloak and put it upon him,
armed him with his own sword and bow, and clasped
around him his costly girdle.

Supt. How did he prove the greatness and fidelity of
love.

School. He saved David's life many times, even at the
risk of his ewn. *There is & friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.” (Golden Text.)

AU. *Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends,”

LESSON XI.
David Sparing Saul,

Supt. What are the particulars of this lesson?

School. Saul, possessed with an evil desire to kill

David, pursues him with three thousand men to his
hiding-place in the mountains, David, with his four
hundred followers, takes refuge in the cave of Adul-
lam. Weary and restless, Saul enters this cave and lies
down to sleep, unaware that he is at the mercy of the
man to whom he has shown neither mercy nor justice.
But David is too honorable to take advantage of his
king; and holding back his men he cuts a piece out of
the skirt of his robe, and lets him go forth unharmed.
Swpt. When Saul had escaped, David went oat after
him and told him all that had happened.
School. And Saul, touched by the noble spirit of
David, repents, saying, ** Thou art more righteous than
1: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have re-
warded thee evil.”

All. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good.” (Golden Text.)

LESSON XIIL
Death of Saul and his Sons,

Supt. What is the last scene of these lessons?

School. The scene of Saul's terrible defeat by the
Philistines. Of the flower of the youth of Israel dead
upon the slopes of Gilboa. Of the king and his three
sons lying slain upon the battle-field. Of the Philis-
tires subduing the whole country, and becoming
masters of Israel.

Supt. Why did Saul's reign, which began o brightly
and victorionsly, end in such darknese and defeat?
School. Because he was not obedient to the com-
mands of God.

Supt. What is the special teaching of these twelve
lessons?

School. *‘ The face of the Lord is against them that
do evil.” (Golden Text.) .
All. ** The Lord our God be with us....that he may
incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways,
and to keep his commandments.”

HY¥MN. (No.156. Epworth Hymnal,)

U8 who can be against us?" (Golden Test.)

‘“Guide me, O, thou great Jehovan,"

ar
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ACID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N, Horsrorp,
ESPECIALIY RECOMMENDED FOR

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion, Headache,
Tired Brain,
And all Diseases arising from Indigestion and Nerve Hxhaustion.

This is not a compounded *‘patent medicine,” but a preparation of the phosphates and
phmfhoric acid in the form required by the system.
t aids digestion without injury, and is a beneficial food and tonic for the brain and nerves.
It makes a delicious drink with water and sugar only, and agrees with such stimulants as
are necessary to take,
Descriptive pamphlet free. . b
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.l.

BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

& Be sure the word * Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spurious,
Never sold in bulk. -

A BUNDLE OF LETTERS
TO BUSY GIRLS ON PRACTICAL MAT"I‘ERS.

Written to those girls who have not time or inclination to think and study about the many
important things which make up life and living.

BY GRACH H. DODGHE.
12mo, Cloth. Price 60 Cents.

This is a book of practical sense that should be in the hands of every girl. As is well
known, Miss Dodge is a member of the New York Board of Education, and no one knows better
than she does just what girls need to know and how to tell it to them,

‘“ Josiah Allen’s Wife ” says of this book : *‘It is one of the best and most helpful books for
girls I ever read. It is written with charming directness and simplicity.”

The N.Y. Herald says: “The letters are written in the frank, familiar style which makes
all Miss Dodge’s talks so delightful. There is no conventionality, no formality about them,
but every word is as though spoken from heart to heart.”

The Congregationalist says: *‘ They are plain-spoken, sensible, earnestly Christian, and in
every way thoroughly valuable.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.S.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magaeine, you will oblige the
'» G8Well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver in Tux ScnooL B,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

AN OPPORTUNITY

T0 PROCURE « CHOICEST BOOKS

AT REDUCED PRICES.

We give herewith a list of books used in the C. L. 8. C. Course of Study,
for former years. They are all well bound in cloth, and printed
on first class paper,
r'wWwE PAY POSTAGHE.™
L T Original Reduced
Price to
A Short History of the Harly Church. By Jno. F. Hurst, D.D.. $0 50 .. $0 30
An Outline Sketch of American Literature. By Henry A. Beers. 070 .. 0 30
Warren Hastings., By Lord Macaulay..... ......cooovvivens vonnns 050 .. 015
An Outline Sketch of English Literature. By Henry A, Beers. 070 .. 0 30
History of William the Conqueror and Queen Elizabeth.
By Jacob AbDObb. ...vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiiiiiaaaees 09 .. 025
Brief History of Greece, with Readings from Prominent
Greek HiStOrianS ........oovive viveieiirinneeienianians 070 .. 045
Recreations in Astronomy. By Henry White Warren..oeeseessses 110 .. 060
Walks and Talks in the Geological Field. By A. W inchell, LL.D. 110 .. 060
Sketches from English History. Selected and edited with an
introduction by Arthur M, Wheeler ........coviiviiiiiieeinnns 140 .. 060
Preparatory Greel; Course in English. By William C. Wilkinson. 110 .. 075
A History of Greece from the Earliest Times to the Present.
By T. T. Timayenis. Intwo volumes..........c.coovvevenes each 125 .. 025
'The Christian Religion, By George Park Fisher, DD BLD s consns 060 .. 030
Classic French Course in English. By William C. Wilkinson ... 070 .. 030
Ga.rnetRSea.l Cou;se, containing :(—
eadings from Ruskin ......coooiviiiiniiiiinniiinee:
Rea.dings from MacaulaY. ..o oceeerirrrrmenasansines Iud“;:f :; -

Art and the Formation of Taste. By Lucy Crane....
Life and Works of Michael Angelo. By Chas. C. Black.

Garnet Seal Course, Second Series, containing :—

Readings from Milton ......... coovieiiieiiiens conees

Selections from Goldsmith .....ooviimieiiieiiiiienn. Belwond 0 §1.00
Ascham and Arnold . ......ocoevrvrrreersnssssinneiens per set.
Besays of AddiBon .......oovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. .8, F, HUESTIS, Hanirax, N.8,
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THE CHRISTIAN'S SECRET
- A HAPPY LIFE.

BY H. W. S.

NEW EDITION, WITH TWO ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS,
REV. JOHN POTTS, D.D, and JOHN A. WILLIAMS, D.D,

Written especially for this Edition,

220 PAGES, LARGE CLEAR PRINT (SMALL PICA).

{Paper Covers, = = - - = d0c.
PRICES— | Cloth, Boards, = = - = 60c.
| Extra Cloth, Gilt Edges, - 76c.

EZF" This work, the demand for which has been so great, has now been
brought out in a new edition. The whole work has been re-
printed in LARGER TYPE, and TWO NEW
CHAPTERS have been added.

REV. DR. POTTS says in his Introduction :—

I now recommend this precious volume to all who wish to feast at the
King's table, and travel on the King’s highway. The writer deals with sancti-
fied sagacity with the daily difficulties of Christian life. I know of few books
more helpful in opening up the new covenant privileges of believers, and
encouraging the most timid of Christ’s followers to enter into the blessed ex-
perience of habitual trust and ¢ Perfect Love,” and ‘The peace of God which
passcth all understanding.’ Let the readers of this book be many, and let it be
recommended by all who read it to many more,

REV. DR. J. A. WILLIAMS says in his Introduction :—

““ The thorough acquaintance of the writer with the thoughts and feelings,
the needs and the difficulties of those who are in search of ¢ the happy life,’ and
the simple, yet faithful and earnest manner in which the great and saving
truths of the Scriptures are set forth, will render this book, by the Divine

blessing, a ger of comfort, and a ministry of healing to many distressed
souls,”

Address—

TORONTO:

WILLIAM BRIGGS.
MONTREAL: C, W. COATES, | HALIFAX: S, F, HUESTIS
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- BOOKSE

WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL.

“Books are the Windows Through Which the Soul Looks Out; a
House without Books is Like a Room Without Windows. It is One'’s
Duty to Have Books.”

STANDARD SERIES.

The books of “The Standard Series” are clearly printed on good paper, and are
bound in postal card manilla. The series contains talks, stories, novels, essays
popular science, self-help, hygiene, history, also commentaries.

WE PAY THE POSTAGE.

No. Price.  No. PRICR,
1. John Ploughmap’s Talks. Spurgeon}s() 12 | 39. The Hermits. Kingsley............ $0 15
Choice of Books. Carlyle ........ 40, John Ploughman’s Pictures ......... 15
2. Manliness of Christ. Hughes....... 10 | 42. Bible and Newspaper. Spurgeon... 15
3. Macaulay'’s Essays ........ o nakee 15 ; 44, Goldsmith’s Citizen of the World.... 20
4. Light of Asia. Arnold............. 15 ' 45, America Revisited, Sala........... 20
5. Imitation of Christ. Kempis....... 15 | 46, Life of C. H. Spurgeon. Yarrow.... 20
6-7. Life of Christ. Farrar........... 50 | 47. John Calvin, Guizot .............. 15
8. Carlyle’s Essays 20 | 48-49. Dickens’ Christmas Books ... 50
0-10. Life and Work of St. Paul. Farrar 50  50. Shairp’s Culture and Religion 15
11. Self-Culture. Blackie ............. 10 | 51-52. Godet's Commentary on Luke.... 2 00
12-19. Knight's History of England .... 2 80  54-57. Van Doren’s Commentary on Luke 300
90-21. Letters to Workmen, Ruskin... 30  59. The Nutritive Cure. Walter....... 15
22, Idyls of the King. Tennyson ...... 20 | 60. Sartor Resartus. Carlyle .... 25
23. Rowland Hill. Charlesworth 15 | 61-62. Lothair. Beaconsfield 5
24, Town Geology. Kingsley ..... .. 15| 65-66. History of Bible Translation ..... 50
25. Alfred the Great. Hughes......... 20 | 67. Ingersoll Answered. Parker 15
26. Outdoor Life in Europe. Thwing... 20 | 68-69. Studies in Mark. Hughes ...... 60
27. Calamities of Authors. D'Israeli ... 20 70. Job's Comforters. PRCReL i vvwnai 10
(thics of the Dust. Ruskin........ 15 | 71. Reviser’s English. Moon .......... 20
30-31. Memories of My Exile. Kossuth. 40  72. Conversion of Children, Hammond. 30
33-34. Orations of Demosthenes ........ 40 | 73. New Testament Helps. Crafts ..... 20
35. Frondes Agresses. Ruskin ........ 15 | 74. Opium—England’s Policy. Liggins.. 10
36. Joan of Arc. Lamartine ........... 10 | i 75. Bood of Jesus, Reid.............. 10
37. Thoughts of Aurelius Antoninus . ... 15 | 76. Lesson in the Closet. Deems....... 20
38. Salon of Madame Necker. PartII.. 25| 79. Remini of Lyman Beecher.... 10

ORDER BY NUMBER AND TITLE.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

¢, W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE, .S, F, HUESTIS, HAunx, N.S,
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IF THE BABY IS CUTTING TEETH

Be sure and use that old and well-tried reme dy,

MRS. WINSLOW'S
SOOTHING SYRUP

FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

It soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colie, and is the best remedy for diarrhwa.

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE. &1y

QUEER'S

LAUNDRY BAR.

i 45E FOR IT, AND TARE N0 OTOER.
BEWARZ OF INIZATIING,
by Tis Aueert Temer Soar Co,

frade Maike.  proqe

OUR NEW MUSIC BOOK

HAPPY GREETINGS

IS NOW READY.

This book is purely a Sunday-school book, and is
amply supplied with music for the year round;
something good for every oceasion, and enough of it
to last for several years,

Price 35 Cents Each; $30 Per Hundred.

One Specimen Copy, in Paper Cover, mailed on
receipt of 25 cents, Address,

ASA HULL, Publisher,
. 150 Nassau Street, New York
Ogr, WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 KinG STREET EAsT, TORONTO, ONT,
10-1y

WEBSTER

THE BEST INVESTMENT

for the Family, School, or Professional Library.

Besides many other valuable features, itcomprises

A Dictionary of thle Language
containing 118,000 Words and 3000 Engravings,
A Dictionary of Biography
giving t*:vl\':ylu»nt nearly 10,000 Noted Persons,
lA chtlonarylof 'Geogralllyhy
ocating :u:-l Iv-rin-l y deseribing '.:T.-‘wrlolv. laces,
A Dictionary of Fiction
found only in Webster's Unabridged,
All'in One Book.

3000 more Words and nearly 2000 more Tllus-
trations than any other American Dictionary.

Sold by all Booksellers, Pamphlet free.
G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub'rs,Springficld, Mass.

THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY

POPULAR

SCIENCE,

Containing POPULAR SCIENCE WORKS at popular prices. The Great Classics of Modern
Science. Strong Meat for them that are of Full Age.

Price 15 cents per number, except as otherwise noted in catalogue,

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTrEAL, QUE.

S. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will obge the
pubiisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that + ow saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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Good

Iy on the condition of
the liver. This organ is easily aflected
heeause of its sluggish eirculation. When
it becomes disordered, stagnant  blood

health depends lar;

accumulates in its venous system, eausing
it to dischurge inert or bad bile. Many
forms of disease result from its imperfect
action, which deranges all the digestive
and - ass ative organs, and,* through
these, imy almost every function of
mind and body. There is no

Better

way to insure the proper action of all
the apparatus necessary to health, than
to aid the stomach and liver by the
occasional use of Ayer's Pills, E. A
Robinson, 151 School st., Lowell, Mass.,
says: “For a number of years I was
stationed in the tropics; and, while there,
suffered much from torpidity of the liver
and indigestion. Headaches and nausea
disabled me for days at a time, and it
was only by the use of Ayer's Pills that I
obtained relief. 1 know them to be the

Best

Cathartic Pills, They stimulate the appe-
tite, assist digestion, and leave the bowels
in a natural condition,” John H. Watson,
proprietor University Hotel, Chapel Hill,
N. C., writes. “For twenty years I was
a sufferer with sick headache. I began
taking Ayer's Pills, and quickly found
relief. 1 have not had an attack of head-
ache for years, and attribute my freedom
from it to the use of Ayer's Pills.”
Jured Agnew, LaCrosse, Wis., writes:
“ 1 was cured of a grievous attack of
Erysipelas by using

Pills for twenty days.” These Pills have

been most suecessfully used in treatment
of obstinate cases of Dropsy.

Appetite

renders the partaking of needful bodily
sustenance a matter of pleasure. When-
{ever the appetite fails, you may be sure
the stomach and liver have become de-
ranged, and need to be corrected by the
{use of Ayer’s Pills. €. Danly, Belton,
| Texas, writes: I have taken Ayer’s Pills
for various affections arising from de-
rangements of the liver and  dizestiy
organs, and find them to be a powerful
correetive.” If your

Health

is impaired a good cathartic medicine may
| aid you, Miss M. Boyle, Wilkesharre,
1 : “I use no other medicine than
s Pills, They are all that any one
needs,” Dr. W. J. Talbot, Sacramento,
Cal., writes: *The curative virtues of
Ayer’s Pills commend them to all judi-
| cious practitioners.” Dr, Charles Alberts,
| Horicon, Wis., writes: * Last year I pro-
cared from you the formula of Ayer's
Pills, and have since prescribed them with
decided benefit.” No poisonous drugs are

Found in

the composition of Ayer's Pills. Dr.
A. A. Hayes, State Assayer, Boston,
Mass., certifies: ‘I have made a careful
analysis of Ayer’s Pills, with the formula
of their preparation.. They contain the
active principles of well known drugs,
isolated from inert matter, which plan is,
chemically speaking, of great importance
to their usefulness. It insures activi
certainty, and uniformity of effect.  Ayer's
Pills contain no metallic or mineral sub-
stance, but the virtues of vegetable reme-
dies in skilful combination.” Avyer's

Pills,

taken in connection with Ayer’s Sarsapa-
rilla, have effected thousands of wonderfu)
cures.

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,, U. 8. A.
Sold by all Druggists.




