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The New Year.

BY EDWARD CARSWELL.
Tue year is dying, dying,
Its weeks and months have fled ;
The year is dying, dying,
The good old year is dead.

The snows of its December,
The sunshine of its May,

Its joys and griefs, its smiles and tears
With it have passed away.

Now we remember duties
Neglected or forgot,

And many things we did, that now
We wish that we had not;

The hearts we did not lighten,
The wounds we might have healed :
We cannot change the record now,
The book is closed and sealed.

But hark ! the bells are ringing,
And shouts of joy we hear,

From boys now singing in the street—
« A happy good New Year.”

And this may be a happy year,
Beginning from to-day.

We'll find the road to happiness
By showing folks the way—

Kind deeds pay back a hundredfold,
Like good seed freely sown,

And sunshine made for other hearts,
1s sure to warm our own.

Give to the poor if you would have
A pleasure in your wealth ;
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Visit the sick, if you would know
The blessedness of health;

Lift up the fallen, and rejoice
That God has made you strong ;
Turn back the erring, and you'll know

Your back is to the wrong.

In short, the key to happiness,
One ever sure and true,
Is, ““ Do to others as you would

Have others do to you.”

Caesarea Philippi.

THis ancient city was situated at the eastern
and most important of the two sources of the
Jordan, at the southern extremity of Mount
Hermon. Tt was enlarged by Herod Philip, and
1 after Tiberius Cmsar, with his own name
added to distinguish it from Cwmsarea. Its
original name was Panias, as being dedicated
to the heathen deity, Pan. It is now known
as Banias. Here Titus, after the capture of
Jerusalem, A.D. 70, exhibited public games, in
which many of his Jewish captives lost their
lives in conflict with wild beasts. From the
way in which it is mentioned in Mark 8. 27,
it seems to have been in the time of our Lord &
sort of local capital. It was visited by our
Lord, and was the northern limit of His
journeys. See Matt. 16. 13-28. It is now a
small unsightly village, which appears the more
mean from the contrast afforded by the magnifi-
cent scenery by which it is surrounded, and
ruins of stately palaces and public buildings
which it contains.
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On the Threshold of 1886.

DeAR reader, you will res vive this number of
the BANNER on the last S .uday in 1883, and
will study its lessons for v.e first Sunday of
1886. It is a link between the Old Year and
the New. As we stand on the threshold of the
future, before we lift the latch to enter in, let
us supplicate God's aid and blessing. We know
not what the future hath in store of joy or

_sorrow, of weal or of woe. We know not what
a day or an hour, much less what a year, shall
bring forth, Let us, therefore, trustfully put
our hand in God's hand, and implore that His
presence may go with us and give us rest. If
He go with us, of whom or of what shall we be
afraid? Come life or come death, come joy or
come sorrow, if God be with us, all will be well.
Let us work with renewed energy, for another
year has passed, and we have a year's less time
to labour for the best of Masters in the most
glorious of causes. May the year on which we

are entering be the holiest, the happiest, the
most useful and successful New Year that ever
we have known,

———r——————

Our Sunday-Schools and Mission-
ary Work.

WE think that great benefit would accrue to
our Sunday-schools by b ing more deeply
interested in our missionary operations, and
great advantage to the Missionary Society from
the hearty sympathy and active co-operation of
our schools. We observe that at the Mission-
ary meetings in England the Sunday-school
children take an important and prominent part.
At the great anniversary at Exeter Hall,
London, five hundred Sunday school children
occupied places on the platform and by their
admirable singing added greatly to the success
of the meeting. We would greatly like to see
something of that sort introduced in Canada.
Our missionary meetings would then be in-
vested with greater interest; young and old
would then look forward to them with keener
anticipation ; and the attendance and success
would be greatly increased.

Some of our schools are organized into a sort
of Missionary Society of their own. Each class
has its missionary box ; to the one raising most
missionary money is awarded a banner, and
keen is the rivalry for the coveted honour. At
the anniversary meeting the boxes are presented
by the children and the money counted, and
int is the i felt on the ion and
great the appl panying the pr .
tion of the banner. Apart from the financial
advantage to the Society, there is a great moral
benefit to the school. The children grow up in
the habit of working for the cause of God and
in intelligent sympathy with Christian missions,
Could not more of our schools adopt some such
method ?

<0 G O B

Peaceful Thoughts is a pretty little oblong
book, with illustrated texts for each day in the
month, printed in blue, purple and gold, and a
short poem and a number of {iecnrel printed in
colours. Price 35 cts. 8. R. Briggs, Toronto.

Words of Peace for the Young is the title of
a selection of twelve beautiful cards, each the
size of letter-paper and containing two children’s
figures and a Scripture text, printed in fourteen
colours. For sale by S. R. Briggs, Yonge St.,
Toronto, at 35 cts. per set of twelve
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Watching and Waiting.

BY REV., A. ANDREWS,

StowLy and anxiously pass these weary hours
of the quiet and solemn night to me who am
used to turning the night’into day, but now
compelled by the ties of humanity and atfection
wakefully to tend the wasted and fever-stricken
patient. X .

The physician has given strict orders, *‘medi-
cine every two hours ; beef tea or milk at least
every hour ; and see that he does not sleep, if
he sleep at all, longer than one hour at a time.”
Besides reading and communing with one’s own
thoughts, why not fill in the spaces of time
with some usefu ! employment? But what shall
it be? By this evening’s post there has come a
fine collection of Sabbath-school literature from
one of our best religious publishing houses It
oceurs to me to read carefully a few copies for
selections for our own papers, and send them to
the editor marked, and perhaps slightly altered
by marginal corrections, so as to suit them for
our own Canadian boys and girls. Possibly

they may be of service to him.

I wonder if any of our Sunday-school people
ever think of the great strain it must be onl .nln
solid,

editor to secure i‘uat the right kind of
crisp, and meatful articles, ia ample al

The balmy air comes gently aweepinﬁ over the
wide-sprend western prairies, through the open
windows, as if to waft away all malarial taint
from every room of sickness and disease in the
entire city.

[Many thanks to Bro. Andrews for his kind
letter and judicious selections, We are sorry
to learn that his work in the Guelph Conference
has been interrupted for a time by theillness of
his son, Ashton F., from typhoid fever, It is
hoped the worst is passed giut just when his
father may be able to resume his work of visit-
ing the circuits of his conference in the interests
of the Sabbath =chools, is not known. ]

e ST S —
Teachers' Meetings.

BY THE REV, STEPHEN CARD.

From the Minutes of the Montreal and Bay
Quinte Conferences we learn that there are
within the bounds of these Conferences seven
hun ‘red and two Sunday-schools and sixty-
three teachers’ meetings. That is to say, for
every Sunday-school that has a teachers’ meet-
ing there are eleven who hold none, Assum-
ing that the Minutes are correct, and that
these Conferences are fairly reg;esenh‘ivc upon

to supply thought-food for at least 200,000
oung hungry readers in every part of the
minion, and even in the regions far beyond.
Why should not a teacher or other friend of the
young, who comes across a really good article,
cut it out, and'send it at once—always sending
his name, and post-office address, which may be
done by writing it on the left hand corner of
the wrapper outside ; the editor then sees it
at a glance; or else on the margin of the
selection itself, not for publication, but that the
editor may have some guarantee that it is worth
his examination. Anonymous selections are
rarely worth publication. Doinp 80, let it be
ever bered that it is possible it may not
be needed or used as the sender desired. ‘' It
may have already appeared in his paper”—
““Some other selection so near like it has been
given, that it may not be best to use it, at least
at presens”— ** The amount of matter on hand
is 80 great that there is no room this week, or
next, or next”—* Or perhaps the editor does
not think it worth publication, or at least
believes that he can find or write something
more suitable for his columns.” All right, this
will not always happen; try again, you may
succeed better another time. But atall events,
the reading and selection will do the sender
hims«lf more good than the cost of the pocug‘c:.
And at least it will prove to the editor that he
is remembered in the work he does, and even
editors are ptible to the pl e of know-
ing that their fellow-workers wish them well.
All this is theory, and it has found its frame-
work of expression at little intervals, while
waiting and watching during one of the finest
September nights that I have ever witnessed.

this q it is plainly to be seen that the
imsomnoe of teachers’ meetings is not at all
understood among our Sunday-school people.

What is a teachers’ meeting for? It is not
a meeting for discussion. There are in nearly
every Sunday-school teachers who are always
ready, in a teachers’ meeting, to * bring up a
point,” or ‘“‘argue the question.” Short work
should he made with these pugilists.

The class should be given distinetly to under-
stand at the outset that no arguments will be
allowed, How will you manage? Allow any
question to be introduced at any point by any
member of the class, bearing upon the lesson,
If it is & question likely to provoke discussion,
give each one who wishes one oppoitunity of
expressing his view. Then let the conductor
answer the question. Make that decision final,
and pass on to something else. In the first
place, there is no time for discussion.

In the second place, the object of a teachers’
meeting is practical, intensel tical. The
hour should be made as helpful as possible in’
answering the question that should ever be up-
rermout in a teachers’ meeting in regard to each
esson—What shall I teach, and how shall I
teach it? To glance at pronunciation, and
chronology, and geography ; to trace the links
connecting the lesson with the previous one;
to gather accurately and arrange in their proper
places historic facts; to seize upon the doc-
trinal teachings of the lesson, and summon
your Scripture references; to bring ont and
enforce the practical 1 tained in the
puuﬁo under study ; to decide upon the line
to take in teaching the lesson; to do all this
and do it well at a teachers’ meéting will not
only allow no time for discussion, but in nearly
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every case will be much more acceptable even
to the ‘‘arguer.”

The going over all these points with the liv-
ing voice is perhaps the best way to impress the
memory, and the teacher having spent an hour
thus, will have no trouble in reproducing the
outline supplied by the conductor, and from it
enlurging as necessity may require.

Who should luct the hers’ ing?
The pastor ! It will supply the missing link
that will bring him into closest sympathy with
Sunday-school work, and with his Sunday-
school workers. And it will help to keep hin
abreast of the n;i(e in this important department
of religious work.

If the pastor's time is so much oc:upied, or
his field of labor so large that he cannot comn-

this work, take the -uperinmmlem.. or the
t man, or the best woman you have for this
work, and go at it in the name of the Lord.
1f there are only three or four teachers, and
they in a sparsely-settled rural neighborhood,
still let them meet, instal their best one as the
leader, and hold their meetings re ularly. They
will be surprised, as will all teachers who per-
sist in hol ling a tenchers’ meeting, at the im-
mense benefit they will receive.

W hen should they be held? An experience
of nearly ten years, anc the consensus of opin-
jon of Sundny-ichool workers, as Lrought out
at our provincial Sunda; -school conventions,
points to the evening of the general prayer-
meeting as the best time to hold the teachers’
meeting. There are of cou ti but

¢
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the lesson before the class in questions, arking
each in turn, allowing questions to be intro-
duced freely at any time by any member of
the class, and so covering every point in the
most thorough and expeditions manner pos-
sible.

The conductor should point out the best
method of teaching the lesson With the
average teacher, who has the historic facts, or
the doctrines, or the practical lessons of each
verse, together with the Scripture references
needful. well in hand, the consecutive method,
! a verse at a time, or certain verses in groups.
is doubtless the best. Very often the whole
lesson can readily be made to crystallize around
certain truths, or attributes of character, or
priuciples. Any topical method, however, that
is not natural, and that does not readily rise
out of the lesson, is impracticable, except to

exgcrns.

unday-school workers throughout the Church
who hold no teachers’ meeting will, it is to be
hopel, give this matter the attention it de-
serves |'hey have, no doubt, done well so far;
but that a teachers’ meeting would greatly
help them, and materially improve the effi-
cieucy of the teaching in their school, there
can be no room for n“unht. “What is worth
doing, is worth doing well.”

B S———
Littel's Living Age for 1886, Litte!l & Co.,

Boston. In 1886 the Living Age enters upon

its fcl)rty-thlnl year of continuous and successful
Wicati %

rse ¥
as a rule this will be found to be the best time.
An hour is long enough to hold & prayer-
meeting, unless the circumstances are very ex-
ceptional, Then hold the teachers’ meeting for
an hour. The entire service need Jast only
until half-past nine o'clock during the fall and
winter, and until ten o'clock in summer. It
will help the pnyer-meeting. and be more
likely to make the teachers’ meeting a suc-

cesih,
MODE OF CONDUCTING THEM.

Theére are several methods of procedure, eLach

p weekly magazine, giving over
three and a quarter thousand well-filled pages
of reading-matter yearly, it is enabled to pre-
sent the ablest essays and reviews, the choicest
serial and short stories, the most interesting
sketches of travel and discovery, and the most
valuable biographical historical, scientific and
litical information from the entire body of
oreign periodical literature, and from the pens

of the ablest living writers.
The magazine is unapproached by any other
riodical in the amount of reading given, and
urnishes what is essential in & great and indis-
ble current literat iterature which

of which we have tried.
¢ play shy of the meetings, not wishing tc ex-
g:u their ignorance.” For this reason it may

difficult to induce any considerable number
to attend. We have overcome this difficulty
ing over the lesson first ourself, and
each historical fact, doctrine, prac-
then proceeding to ques-

by
touching
tical lesson, ete., and
tion the class.

Another method, and one that has worked
well, was to allow the class, each in turn, to
ask a question of the one next him. Failing
o answer, the question went on until an an-
swer was given, either by some member of the
class, or finally the conductor. Then the one
next to him who asked the last question asks
the next question, and so on until the lesson
is gone through with.

ne method, however,

worked the best with us,
classes have_always returnel,
other methods, is, for the cond

which has always
and to which our
after trying
tor to place

'e,—&

now the pr of the for t
writers and thinkers in all departments o
literary and scientific work. As the only satis-
factory compilation of this literature, the value
of The Living Age has steadily increased, and
it can hardly be dispensed with by any one who
desires to keep pace with the best thought and
literature of the day.

The subscription price (88 a year) is chea)
for the amount of reldlns furnished. We wil
send The Living Age an Methodist Mngazine
together for $9.

Seriptural Studies, by the late Rev. Charles
Bridges, M.A., with Preface by the Right Rev.
E. H. Bickersteth, D.D.. Bishop of Exeter.
PE. 191. Toronto: 8. R. Briggs. Price, 70 cents.
This little book contains overa hundred studies
on Scripture, which strikes us as being exceed-
mgly well done. Tts popularity is shown by the
fact of its reaching a ninth edition.
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Lesson Helps for 1886.
Tue Congregational Sunday-school and Pub-

Volume of Sermons on the
International 8. &. Lessons by the Monday
Clab, being the series for 1886, These are by
« score of distinguished preachers. We have
found the previous volumes very helpful in
studying the lessons, and are confident that
Superintendents will find this volume of much

.50,

The same house issue the Pilgrim Hand-Book
of the Lessons for 1886,  No. 1, by that veteran
8. 8. Editor, M. C. Hazard ; and No. 2, for
vounger scholars, by Mrs. W. Barrows. Each

Good Sunday-Schoo! Books.

Tent and Saddle Life in the Holy Land. By
Rev. Davip VasHorng, D.D. Pp,
Philadelphia: American Sunday-school Union.
Toronto : William Briggs.
The *‘holy fields” over which walked the

blessed feet of Jesus have an undying interest

Opening and Closing Services for
the First Quarter.

OPENING SERVICE,

I Silence.
I1. The Doxology.
111 Responsive Sentences.
Supt. I will 'ift up mine eyes unto the hills,
from whence cometh my help.
School. My help cometh from the Lord, which
made heaven and earth.
Supt. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved :
He that keepeth thee will not slumber.
School. Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleeps
Supt. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord iz
thy shade upon thy right hand,
Sehool, The sun shall not smite thee by day,
nor the moon by night.

Supt. The Lord shall Y‘rnerva thee from all
evil : He shall preserve thy soul.
School. The Lord shall preserve thy going out
and thy coming in from this time forth, and
even for evermore,

for every Bible reader. The land is the best
commentary on the Book.  Of the many books
on Palestine, the one now under review is one
of the very best and cheapest that we know.
The sketches of travel are life-like as a photo-
graph, and many of the illustrations are copied
from actual photographs. Others are copies of
the fine en; \'hlﬁl which appear in Schaff’s
Dictionary of the Bible, and are much superi-r
to those ordinarily appearing in a book of this
sort. Indeed, few books of the price can afford
such copious and llent illustrations as this
contains. It has in all sixty-six engravings.
- We would like to see a copy of this book in
every Sunday-school library, It would hel
both teachers and scholars to better under-u.ns
the relations to each other of both the land and
the Book.

Up-the-Ladder Club; or, The Knights of the
White Shield. B‘\; Eowarp A. Raxp, Pp. 330
New York: Phillips & Hunt. Toronto:
William Briggs. Price $1.25.

This is a wholesome, bright, breezy, boys'
book. It gives an account of a boiylu' club, in
which temperance and everything that is manly
and good and pure is promoted, and a good deal
of play and fun is indulged in. Tt will help to
enlist boys as kl‘nnlﬂ‘hu in the noble army of the
Knights of the ite Shield—an order of chiv-
alry which we ne:d more than any other in
these days.

Lodebar, By Mrs. Lucy A. Srorrswoop.
:‘rom the same house. 12mo, 272 pp. Price,
This is a story for more mature minds, and is

of a higher g e. It describeslifein a Virginia

village, and gives some graphic sketches of

negro character and other incidents of the
icturesque society of the Old Dominion. These
ks are all well made,

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn.
I11. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the

1V, Review and Application of the Lesson, by
Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemen

service and week-evening prayer-meet-

1. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. My God shall s
according to Hisriches in
School. Thanks be unto

upply all your need
ory by Christ Jesus.

THE APOSTLES' CREZD.

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate : was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
ht hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and

1 believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints ; the
iveness of sins; the resurrection of the body ;
the life everlasting.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

. C. 610.622.] LESSON 1L JOSIAH AND THE BOOK OF THE LAW. (Jan, 3.
2 Kingy 22. 113, (Commit to memory verse 13.) 7 Howbelt there was no reckoning made with them
1 Jo-si’ah was elght years old | of the mone; that was delivered into their hand, be-
when he began to reign, and he | cause tl\e( ealt faithtully.
reigned thirty and one years in # And Hil-ki’ah the high-priest said unto Sha’phan
Je-ru'sa-lem. And his nother's | the scribe, I have ‘found the book of the law in the house
name twas Jed’i-dah, the daughter | of the Lokp. And Hil-ki'ah gave the book to Sha’phan,
of Ad’a-Vah of Bos'cath. | and he read it.
2 And he did that which was 9 And Sha‘phan the scribe came to the king, and
right in the sight of the LORD, and ' brought the King word again, and said, Thy servants
. walked in all the way of Da’vid his | have uthered the money that was found in the house,
- father, and turned not aside w0 the | and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the
right hand or to the left. work, that have the oversight of the house of the LORD.
3 And it came to pass in the elghteenth year of King 10 And Sha’phan the scribe showed the King, saying,
Jo-si’ah, that the King sent Sha’phan the son of Az’a- | Hil-ki‘ah the priest hath delivered me & bovk. And
1i7ah, the son of Me-shul’lam, the scribe, to the house of Sha’phan read it before tho king.
the Lord, saying, 11 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the
4 Go up to Hil-ki’ah the high-priest, that he may sum words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.
the silver which is brought into the house of the LORD, 12 And the king commanded Hil-ki’ah the priest, and
which the keepers of the door have gathered of the A-hi’kam the son of Sha’phan, and Ach’bor the son of
people : | Mi-cha/fah, and Sha’phan the seribe, and As‘a-hi‘ab a
5 And let them deliver it {nto the hand of the doers ‘ gervant of the King's, say
|

ing,
of the work, that have the oversight of the house of the 13 Go ye, inquire of the Lorp for me, and for the
i Lorp: and let them give it to the doers of the work, an ple, and for all Ju’dah, concerning the words of this
which s in the house of the LORD, to repair the breaches »ok that is found : for great is the wrath of the LORD
of the house, that is kirdled against us, because our fathers have not
6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to | hearkenca unto the words of this book, o do according
buy timber and hewn stone 0 repair the house. unto all that which is written concerning us.

General Statement

The history of Israel is that of a series of dynasties. hastening to its destruction. for the last of its great
each heginning and ending with a revolution, while the | kings died during Josiah's reign, and the very names of
Feuplu- seemed to be drifting farther and farther away | his successors ure unnoticed in the confusion of the
rom their God. The history of Judah relates no revo- epoch? Babylon, Media, and Egypt were rising up, all
Intions in government, During four centuries father | enger to seize the supremncy of the East; and Judah,
was succeeded by son, and the house of David con- | an insignificant principality, was by turns under the
tinned upon the throne. But during this riod we | control of enstern and of western Influences, now con-
notice in succession four periods of religions declension, trolled by Egypt and now by Babylon. In such an age
each of which, save the last, being followed by a brief | as this, an age of revolution and of confusion, one of
reformation. Thus, after Asa's decline came Jehosha- | the purest and most devoted of men. & youth in years,
phat: after the npostas of Ahaz came the restoration | Was on the throne in Jerusalem. At the age of six-
of worship under Hezekiahy and after Manasseh came teen he chose the God of his great ancestor David, and
the young and zealous Josiah. Each of these reformers four years afterward he began actively the work of ref-
found his kingdom lower than his predecessor, each | ormation. He deﬂrnlyed the idols, hewed down the
wus more intense than the one before him, and yet the | ** high places,” or local shrines of worship, and best of
work of ench in succession seemed the more speedily all, he brought out the ancient law from its neglect,
undone. Our clmlnﬁ lessons of last year related tothe and gave it the honor and authority which it deserved.
age of Hezekiah; those of the present quarter pass But in the midst of his career, he was slain in battle
over the dark night of Munasseh and Amon, and open while oppoxing the Egyptian march through his realm,
with the brief but brilliant glcmre of the last royal re- and with him perished e\'e:‘y hope of a reformation in
former, the lymul\ful Josiah, When he came to the Judah, From his time its ownward course was rapid,
throne Israel had long passed awa ,and was almost & and no reformer urose to stay its progress toward de-
wilderness; the great Assyrian mpire was rapidly struction.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1. Josiah, Though living in n degenerate nge. standard, and the only trueand anfe standard is the sight
he was the most zenlons for God of all dexcendants of | of the Lord. (4) The vital question isnot what men think.
David; for in completeness of consecration he sar- but what God thinks. "Theway of David, He passed b
passed hat, and in h of reform he | the evil examples of his father Amon and his :ramf
exceeded Hezekiah, Kignt years. Until he was six- | father Manasseh, and chose the conduct of David, who.
teen years old he was probably under guardians. See with all his defects, was trne in his worehip of God

the y.nrnllel account in 2 Chron. 34, (1) Kven in ‘child- | and never turned to idols, Turned not asl There

hood character ix often revealed and destiny fore- had been flaws in the metal of the best kings hitherto:

shadowed. Napoleon led his school-fellows in snow- Usziah had been sacrileglons, Jehoshaphat had mingled

ball-wars: and a Roman dictator s:id of young Juling | the holy seed with idolaters, Hezekinh's vanity had re-

Casar, “This child will be greater than many | eeived rebuke, but this youth was blameless in his

l‘llf"‘:“;';; "l‘:lrt -nd' t:m.lyle"f.'F After a noh}e fidelity.

e, he fell in battle on the plain ol 2edraelon, while 3. In the elighteenth year of his reign. The na

. defending his land against '}I)C Eayptians under Pha- OF PASSES OV onvers! g 5

Caohonecho, king of Egypt nl-}'l"nmh",' - rator passes over his conversion at the nge of sixteen,

We know nothing of her. but from her son's character, | to relate the great event of his reizn, when the King

in «pite of a wicked father, we can almost eertn\nP was twenty-six years old. The king sent. This ac-

affirm tunt she was 1 godly woman, (2) 0 the mighty | count of the re airs of the temple is given as explana-

power of a wise and good mother ! Toseath. A eity in | tory of the finding of the copy of the law, the crown-

the lowlands, not far from Lachish, not identified. ing g\ur{ of Josiah's age. Shaphan. THe was the

prime minister of the youn; king. his right arm in the

“’» He l'll that which wasright, Thenoblesnround | reforme, and the founder of Woble family which for

him and the people beneath him were thoroughly €or- | three generations during that dark time wag faithful to

rupt; his immediate ancestors were wicked: he had | God. "The weribe. Or us we should say. ** the Secre-

N¥ Sxarap of an toward the | tary of State,'’ the officer next to the {Inm To the

a?;y“:nt‘ ; “12 youth :?- in his \-ﬁln-l.dund th{ Mr of & | house of the Lord. The temple, which was then in

om 0 ] » young shoulders, Yet he was | process

throughont life mnl to God and the right. (3) How L4 of repair, after centuries of neglect.

much easier it is for ns tn he fuithful to God than it was for 4. Hilkiah the high-priest. Another of the noble

Josiah! In the wight of the Lord. Right must havea | band of reformers around the throne of Jusiah. He has

and the fnanguration of his great reforms, at twenty,
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been justly immortalized b'y his discovery of the volume
of God's law. Sum the sliver, Count the sum of the
money contributed by the people for the n_'pulrlnu of
the temple. The keepers of the door. These were
the Levites having churge of the building, Gathered
of the people. This wus a voluntury contribution
made by ull the people, not only in Judih, but ulso by
the strangers in Ephraim and Muwasseh. (5) Liberal
giving benefits both the giver and the cause.

5, 6. Let them deliver it That was right; money
iven to benevolent objects should be use
oarded,  That have the oversight,  These ** doers
are the master-mechunics, the overseers, as distin-
guished from the actuul **doers,” the laborers und
artisans, who worked upon the building.
the breaches, ‘The lust renovation had been mude
two hundred and fifty years before, in the reign of
Joush, und the tempie had pussed through several
veriods of neglect and desecration since, (6) God leaves
is house to the care of his e, to test their devotion
and to develop their self-denial. ‘Vimber and hewn
stone, Stone lor the walls and timber (or the roofs,

7. There was no reckoning made. This seems to
have been the cu

counts of those connected with the house of God;
perhups beeause the men chosen to udminister the trast
were of sach recognized honor that no unting was
considered necessary. They dealt fulthivlly, Justas
men should deal with all trusts pluced in their care.

8. 1 have found, A rave honor, thus to bring God's
word out of durkness and eﬁh'cl. und set it on high to
illumine, not only the land, but ulso the world, for we
100 rejois
and the rmers of three centuriés ago, 0
too does every teacher who sheds the light of the truth on
young minds. T k of the law. How did he know
that it was the bhook of the law? From reading its
contents, which he found stamped with divinity: from
tradition that there had been such a book; and perhaps
becuuse fragments of it mn’r huve been in circulation,
In the house of the Lord, This was the temple-copy of
the luw. possibly an nutograph-copy written by Mose-,
certainly containing the main body of the Pentateuch,
It may fmvc heen enrefully hidden to preserve it from
destruetion during Manusseh’s persecution: or it ma;
have been cast into the rubbish of the dishonor

To repair |

om (see 2 Kings 12. 16), perhaps be- |
cause it was deemed unworthy to scrutinize the ac- |

temple.  Notice that it was found when ity dnders were
enguged in u good work. (8) Those who frequent God's
house shall find treasures in it. Gave the book to
Shaphan, () Whioever finds or has the Bible, shovld
see that somebody else reads it. He read i, The plice
for the bouk is not on the parlor-table, honored but un-
read; but in the hands of the reader. God's word is
best honored when it is put to use.

9, 10, Came to the king, He came to report the
shiment of the work intrusted to him. Gath-
money. Rev, Ver,, *emptied out the money,"
ad it out to the workmen, us directed,
hook. bly thut of
& manus upen two rollers, so that it could be rolled
off from one und on the sther ahile being read.

it before 1he King. (10) 7%e best caskel for God's word
i8 the heart of an cbedient hearer. .

11, When the king had heard, Tiere is a peculiar
impressiveness in truth when it strikes the ear for the
first time. . We who hear the word 8o often can scarcely

= into the condition of this young king,
istening engerly to the revelatdon from the Lord.
(11) Lel us impness God's truth on the hearts of the chil-
dren, Wefure their hearts become hardened. He rent his
clothes. An Oriental token of alarm und grief. Kings
have their troubles, but few have go kingly a sorrow s
this of Josiuh,

12, 13, The king commanded. The noblest in the
m were not too loity to be sent on the errand of

ng the menning of the word and the will of the
Lord. Inquire of 1 . They were sent to Hul-
dah the prophete e only member of the prophetic
order who was ut hand, as Jereminh had not yet begun
his ministry, ind Zephuniah may not have been in the
city. For me, and for t ple. He fit, as every
soul must feel, an anxiety himself; and s a true
shepherd of the people, an anxiety for those under his
care. Great is the wrath, He realizes that the cop
of Judali’s fniquity must be nearly full, but hopes that
God's just wrath may yet he stayed by repentance.
Against us, because our fathers, Every generation
must inevitably suffer for the sins of the generations be-
fore it, us our generntion for slavery, and as France dur-
ing the Revolution for the oppression and misgovern-
ment of centuries before. "Todo according. The suc-
ceeding verses relnie the reply of the prophetess, which
was that a destruction was impending, but would not
fall while Josiah lived,

Its form was pr

—y

HOME READINGS,
M. Josiah und the book of the law. 2 Kings 22, 1-13.
7w, The vepairs of Joash., 2 Chron. 24.1-7.
W. The law preserved. Deut. 81, 24-30.
Th.The punishment for disohedience  Dent.29.
F. The Lord’s answer to Josiah. 2 King:
8. The comforts of right-doers, Tsa. 57. 13-21.
8. The right work for Christiane, Matt 5. 13-26.

GOLDEN TEXT.
He did that which was right in the sight of the

Lord. 2 Kings 22, 2.
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 164, Dominion Hymnal,
Bafely through another year,

God has brought us on our way,
No. 23, Dominion Hymnal.

1 will sing of my Redeemer.
And his woud'rous love to me,

No. 278, Dominion Hymnal,

Sing to the great Jehovah's praise
All praise to him belongs,

TIME.—Jo<inh'« acceseion, 640 B, C.  Main ineident,

6228, C. In Greek history, 89th Olympiad. Year of
Rome, 131,
PLACE. —Jerusalem, capital of Judah, (See De-

serintive Index )

RULERS. —Tosiah, sixteenth king of Judah: As-
shur-hani-pal, king of Assyrian empire. 668-626 B. C. ;
Paammetichns, king of Egypt, 666-612 B.C,; Ancus
rAd'nhrnn-. fourth king of Rome: Drago, lawgiver at

ens,

INTRODUCTION.—Joslah began to reign when a

child ; chose the service of God when sixteen years old;
wae Judah's lagt good king, and fulfilled prophecies
spoken of him long before,  His avil successors pre-
puared the way for the keen denunciations of the proph-
et who was Josiah's contemporary, Jeremiah, one of
whoee prophecies makes our next

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION—The

n.
"Vord of God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Righteous King, v. 1.2,

!‘i‘; what means had Josinh come to the throne ?

hat was the charncter of his reign ¥

What men about him helped to produce such a reign #

What evidence of personal character did he give
while he was still )‘onn: ?
I'IWQh“ does our Golden Text declare concerning his
ife

2. The House of the Lord, v, 3-7. )
Vhat was one of the most valuable services for his

people which this king performed ¥

How wnas the expense of this work met ¥

What sort of repuirs would any building of wood and
stone be likely to need after centuries of use ¥

What rel'm *« did it need * 2 Chron. 34. 11.

What other king had repaired the temple ¢

Wi there uny peculiarity about the method of paying
those who had charge of the work ¢

What does Paul say «hould! be the character of one
who ocenpies a post of trust # 1 Cor. 4. 2.
3. The Book of the Law, v, 8-13,

What did Hilkiah find among the ruins of the temple?

What were some of the things written in this book ?
2 Chron. 4. 24,

To what part of the Bible did this book helong #

What probably was the name of the hook ¥

What effect did the reading have upon the king ?

What judgment did he pronounce upon the deeds of
his ancestors ?

How did he honor this book before the people ?
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Practical Teachings.

How does thie lesson suggest the w
good assoclates ?

‘Where is the power of a good exumple shown ¥

How is Christian giving for the support of God's
work taught ¥

Notice the worth of fidelity. Is not the book of the
law lost in many places to-duy ? In many homes ! In |

many hearts ¥ Is itin yours ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Righteous King, v. 1. 2. |
‘Over what kingdom did Josiah reign ? |
At what nge was he mude king ¥
How long did he reign *
What is =aid of his conduct ?
What is the advice of the wise man in Prov. 4. 277
2. The House of the Lord, v. 3-7.
To whom did the king send n message ?
Of what did he ask an account ?
Where was this money kept ¥ 2 Kings« 12. 9.
To whom was the mouey 10 be given ?
For what purpose ?
Ilu.\\' did the king recognize the honesty of the work-
men?
3. The Book of the Law, v.8-18.
'What renort did Shaphan bring to the king ?
What discovery did he unnonnce ?
“here was the book found ¢ # Chron. 34, 14,
What disl the seribe read ¥
What did Josiah do on hearing the law ?
W hat did he mean by this act ¥ 1
Whom did the king summon in couneil ¥
What did he desire to know ?
What had the neglect of the law brought upon the

people ?

1L

Teachings of the Lesson,

‘Where in this lesson are we taught—1. To
of God's house ¥ 2. To be faithful in his
3. To be carefu! of his word ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
When did Josiah become king of Jerusalem ! When

be eareful |
service ¥

elght years old.
Over what tribes did he reign ? The tribes of Judah
and Benjamin.

Who was Josiah's father und Kking before him ¥ The |
wicked and idolatrous Amon.

What was his shameful death ¢ He was murdered |

by his servants.

'Of what was this & warning to Josiuh ¢ OF the end

of the wicked. [one true God.
Whom did Josiah seek when sixteen years old ¥

ear of his reign

Phat did he do in the twelfth ?
dols and opened the

(hrew down the altars of the
house of the living God.

How did he live? As David lived, loving and serve
ing God. (Repeat the GOLDEN TeXT.) heart.

What wae David called ¥ A man after God's own

What was Josiah's command * ‘That the people
give money to repair and beautify the temple.

What was found in the temple by the high-priest ?
A copy of the Iaw God gave to Moses,

To whom was it read ¥ To the king.

affected ¢ He was grieve: d

s ad been so long forgotien and

L

wpined.
\\let Jdidhedo? He nent messengers toa lmtplwlon
to ingquire the will of the Lord toward him and his

'fﬂ e,
\\’:ml.wl.- the word of the Lord to Josiah ? That he
should not see the punishment of Inrael,

Why did the Lord thus spare Josiuh ¢ Because he
turned to him with all his heart.

Words with Little People.

PRAYER.
Saviour, on this little band,
Now in blessing lay th hand !
Touch their eyes that they may see,
Shining through thy holy word,
Light and life from thee, their Lord.
Our Morto PoR 1886.—1 will try, with God's help,
“Mo do that which is right in the sight of the Lord."

How was the Kin
alarmed that God E

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]
1. Who was Josiah ¢ ‘The best of all the kings of
Judah.

2. What is said of Josiah in the Golden

‘ Text ?
isdom of choosing !":

3. What good work did hedo?
bovk

He did, ete.
royed the idols in Judah, 4. What 108
4 during his reign * The book of God'
What did Josiah do with the law ¥

obeyed it

CATECHISM QUESTION,

1. What do you meai by religion ?
Our whole duty to God our Creator.
9. How may you divide that duty ?

Into n-nJ:m: What we have to believe ; and what

we have to

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTL
Trae Nobility.

A Nose Yourn.
Eight years old ...began to veign. v. 1.
« Remember now thy Creator.” Ecel. 12. 1.
« Even a child is known by his doings."” Prov. 2. 11.

1I. A NosLg CHOICE.

He did that which was vight. v. 2.
« While he was yet young began to seek." 2 Chron.

.3
“Those that seek me early shall find me.” Prov
8.17.
II. A NoBLE STANDARD.
Right in the sight of the Lord. v. 2.
« Commanded us to keep thy precepts.” Psa. 119. 4.
“We know him....keep his commandments.”

1John 2.3,

IV. A Nosre ExamMpLe.

The way of David his father. v. 2.
« He walked before thee in truth.” 1 Kings 8. 6.
“To keep my statutes us Duvid.” 1Kings 11. 38,

V. A Nosie CoxNpuer.

Turned not aside. v. 2.
“Turn not to the right hand nor. ... left.” Prov.4.27.

«ghalt not go aside,” Deut. 26. ",
V1. A Nosre WoRk.
Repair the breaches of the house. v. 3-6.
« Loved the habitation of thy house." Pea. 20, 8.
« A house of prayer forull people.” Isa. 56. 7.
VII. A NosLE INTEREST.

Shaphan read it before the king. v. 10.
« fle shall read therein all the days.” Deut, 17. 19.

« Not depart out of thy mouth." Josh. 1. 8.
VIIL A Nosre INQuiRy.
Inquire of the Lord for me. v. 18.
v Seek ye the Lord while. ...found." Tsa. 55. 6.
« Rend your heart... .and turn." Joel 2. 18,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Example of Josiah,

1. Every youth may be like Joslah a king, for God
has given to each soul a scepter und an empire. Heis
king over his character, over his mind, over his oppor-
tunities, over his influence. over his destiny.

2. Every youth should follow Josinh's example in an
early choice of God and the right. At the age of sixteen
he made his decision @ Chron. 34. 8), and thus conse-
crated his young manhood to God's service.

8. Every youth should be like Josiah in the thorongh-
ness and whole-heartedness of his gervice. He turned
not aside; let no interesta come hetween himeelf and
his duty ; he was * out and out ™ for God and the right.

4. Every youth should be like Josiah in exerting his
influence, Read thestory, and see how ardently he lu-
bored to bring his kingdom into the service of God.
Not content with true religion for himself, he strove to

| impart it to others.
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8. Every youth should be like Josiah in his love rnrl

God's house. Let us contribute to its support, attend
ius services, and take a deep interest in its welfure,

6. Every youth should be like Josiah in his interest |
nGod's word. Notonly did he have it read to himself, |
but he read it to others, an de it the law of his realm.

An
Lirssons,

BY SBARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

But, once found, its importance was recognized.
The book is read to the king. The words he hears
are evidently new to him, for he shows his griet
and consternation by weeping and rending his
clothes, Ver. 19, And then he sends a deputation
to Huldah the prophetess to ask for further light
upon what he had heard. Nor is thisall. Weread

Snglish Teacher's Notes on the |y the uext chapter of all the elders of Judah being

guthered together at Jerusalem, and the book read
uloud in the ears of all the people, and then of a

Ix that popular story for children, “The Wide, | solemn covenant entered into by kingand people to

Wide World,” a letter nccidentally found among |
the papers of her aunt is brov it to the heroine of |
the tale, the child Ellen—a r addressed to her- |
self, but which has never bere reuched her. This
letter causes her bLoth nd sorrow, and alters
completely the curre her life. What could |
give an old letter » power? First, the source |
whence it proceeded, It was the writing of her de-
ceared mother, the one person whose love for her
was beyoud that of all others, and the one whose |
authority over her was hefore that of all others, |
And secondly, because of the message it eontained, |
There was in it distinet direction what the cl-ild\‘
was to do, direction which left to an obedient |
daughter no room for doubt, uncertainty, or eva-
sion, and this direction, acted upon, produced a
complete change in her life. The finding of that
letter wus u turning point.

Our passage for to-day relates the story of afind,
an unexpeeted discovery, which exercised the great-
est influence upon those concerned in it Tt isat
times of turning out and sctting to rights that lost
things come to light, and things which huve been

pletely forg P on the scene. We
hal, a short time ago, the repairing of the temple
under King Joash brought before us, The repuirs
under Josiah were still more needed, and were most
scarching and thorough, And while the carpenters
and masons were at work upon the long-neglectd

building, there was found among the rubbixh an
ancient roll, The high-priest at once recogmzes
it as the ** Book of the Law,” perhaps the book of
Deuteronomy, or a still larger portion of the Penta-

obey the word that they hal heard. The purging
of the land from the abominations of idolatrons
worship is next reluted. In 2 Chron. 34 this purg-
ing is put first, before the finding of the book, and
since both accounts are cqually :Ieﬂniw as to the
time given, it ix very probable that the work begun
by Josinh in the twelfth ycar of his reign was re-
newed with still greater zeal and thoroughness after
he had heard the words of the book. Of the puss-
over, which was kept at the conelusion, we are told
that ** there was not holden such a passover from
the days of the judges;" and of Josiah himself
that * like unto him was there no king before him
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with
all his soul, snd with all his might, sccording to all
the law of Moses.”

Why had the reading of an old book such an
effect upon King Josiah and upon Judah ?

1. Because of the source whence it proceeded. It was
the writing of the one whose authority over them
was supreme.  They knew that Jchovah was the one
living and true God, in whose hand were ull created
things. They knew, too, that Jehovah wus in a
special manner the God of Isruel, and they his peo-
ple. And it came from the One whose love
was supreme, The Lord was he who had loved
their fathers (Deut. 7. 85 10. 15), and had brought
them up out of the land of Fgypt.

9. Because of the distinctness of the message it con-
tained. There was nothing vague about the com-
mands of the law, There was nothing vague about
its warnings, Obedicnce was a definite duty, with

teueh. The di y is at once | to | definite blessing attached to it. ‘The danger snd
the king. ** We have found,” is Hilkial’s e, the P isl t of i were equally
“ the book of the law in the house of the Lord.” " definite. '

Tt strikes usas strange that such a book needed to
be found, or that the recovery of any single eopy of
it should be related as an important event. And
this very circumstance shows the depth of sin and
ignorance into which the kingdom of Judah had
sunk since the time of Hezekiah. The repentance
of Manasseh had not availed to undo the evil which
had grown rampant during his long reign, and this
evil had been further strengthened and encouraged
during the two years’ reign of hix succes<or, Amon.
And 8o it came to pass that in Jerusalem, the city
of David, in the temple, the place chosen by Jeho-
vah to put his name there, the book which was to
be kept for use, for teaching, and for direction, was

found among o mass of rubbish, a long-neglected,
disused, forgotten thing.

Now apply this subject to ourselves. We have
not got to find the word of God. It isinour hands,
In the class it is certuinly not a forgotten thing,
But what is too much forgotten, and what the
Christian teacher will desire to impress upon each
scholar is thix: that the book of God is addressed
to him individually, as the * book of the law” to
Josinh, or as that letter from the mother to the
child ; that it contains very definite directions and
very definite warning. * Flee from the wrath to
come,” and * Belleve on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved,” are not to be mistaken,
Nor are ** W hatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God,” and “The unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.” What a difference should these
words make in a life!




Berean
Hints for the Teachers'

Methods.
eeting and the Class,

Begin with the times in which Josiah began to reign;
general neglect of God ; idols worshiped ; no Bible, ete.
show the nobility of character which Josiah dis-
played. The Analytical and Biblical Outline will fur-
Let the Scripture teats be searched
und explained by
the teachers....Josiah's evample may be presented for
the imitation of the young, as given in the Thoughts f
Young People. Keep before the class that it is the ex-
ample of & young man ...ILLusTrRATIONS. Ve
Every ideaof right must have its standard. In the state
capital is a set of weights and measures by which all
others are to be tested. Our standard is * the sight of
the Lord.”....Ver. 8: A noble work to bring out the
Jaw und let itshine! It stands now greater than the
Bartholdi Statue in New York harbor, for its rays en-
civele the world....Ver. 10: In the opening of the Ref- |
when the Bible was first transluted, it was
kept chained to a reading-desk in the church, and the
people would flock to hear it read, standing for hours,
and listening. ... Ver. 13: AJapanese nobleman, having
a copy of the Bible, sent his trusty servant three hun-
dred miles with questions concerning it to the mission-
eries, such was higinterest in the word.

nish suggestions.
out, and read by the scholars in turn,

ormation,

Songs from the Bpworth H
90. Break thou the bread of life.
80, How precious is the hook divine.
07, Sing them over again to me,

91. Now let my soul, eternal King.
150. O happy day that fixed my choice.

Blackhoard.
BY I B,

PHIPES, ESQ.

Z/,bf
JOSIAH DID~

A DO|NG*\’Rl6HT

SpcaesTioN, Draw the eye, and the lines of light
with white chalk. Write the sentence at the top of the
board before the gchool assembles. Review briefly the
lesson. Spenk of the life of Josiah, Was it right or
wrong ¥ [Answer, Right.] Place it on the board, and
ask, *In whose sight®" Write with yellow ehalk,
“ Thou God seest.”” What does God see? He sees all
things—my every action every day. Write, ** My Life.”
Crosing Tuovenr. Am I doing right in the sight of
the Lord. [Nore. If an eyeis too dificult for you to
draw. make a circle, and write the word eye.]

Another design—

* INQUIRE]{}K]I}‘E LORD ™
« CONCERNING THE WORDS OF TIIS BOOK."
GOD NEEDS LET US BE
FAITHFUL WORKMEN IN HIS HOUSE.
Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

Another yeer of opportunity, deuar teachers, another

year of personal contact with little minds and hearts |
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| low his eyes.

| king earnest in hix youth

——

not yet possessed by the world !
privilege, and how great our responsibility !
to muke known a Person, not a creed ; to reveal a hv-
ing Presence and Love, not to teach a dead doctrine;
“ to know Jesus Christ,” and then to make him known.
Let this be our glad service for the new year upon
which we have entered.

Lesson Tuovenr: The Word Sought.

The Young King. Print « Josiah, the Boy-King "
the board, and interest the children in him by a little
talk about boy-kings. See if children can recall any,
tell a little about the young King Edward the Sixth
of England. Tell that Josiah was the son of a wicked
king of Judah, named Amon, but that Josiah began to
serve the Lord while he was yet a boy. Teach thutre al
wisdom is found by sery ing God, and therefore that Jo-
sinh was better fitted to be king when a little boy than
many kings have been when forty years old. Call for
Golden Text, and teach that all we do, right or wrong,
is done in God’s sight

The Young King's Work. Tell that Josiah went out
among the people, and where he found altars to Bualand
images et up to be worshiped he had his servants tear
them down. Then he came back to Jerusalem, and be-
gan to repair the temple, so that there might be a place
in which to worship the true God. Tell how the money
was gathered for repairing the temple, and how Sha-
phan was sent to the high-priest to tell him to have the
work begun.

The Law of God Found. Show along roll of paper,
and tell that in those times God's law was written on
such rolls, only they were of parchment. Moses wrote
God's laws on such a roll, which was called a book, and
communded that it be read once in seven years. But
the wicked kings had not cared to hear it, and it had
been lost and forgotten. Now the high-priest had
found it, and Shaphan took it to the king and read it.
Tell of Josiah's sorrow and
trouble because he had mot
known of itbefore.

Practical Truth for Us. We
have God'’s word. It tells of
Jesus, who will teach us all
things. If we donot study it,
we shall not know Jesus. Not
ng and minding him, our
are dead. We can only have true life
the word of God.

How great i8 our
It is ours

on

an

through

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Josiah is till young. His eyes are fastened steadily
on the straight, shining line of the right. His legs fol-
What a Dlessing to the nation is the
young king's righteousness 1+ How all things prosper !
How the money grows in the treasury of the Lord !
It has been gathered by * the keepers of the door.” It
has come from many sources. A shekel was given by
this man out of Munasseh or that one from Ephraim,
from the farmer who raises corn at Hebron or the wine-
dresser cultivating the sw eet, Inrge grapes of ** Esheol.”
One coin was dropped yesterday by one of Israel's
«remnant " at Babylon, & pilgrim from the far Eu-
plirates.  What & good thing, not &0 much to gather
money as to spend it aright | How well it is to have a
for God and anxious that the
gathered gold shall be Inid out on the dilapidated house
of God ! Listen, and“you will hear the hurrying feet
of workmen, the sound of busy hammer and saw!
But what is this new stir about ¢ Hilkiuh, the high-
priest, has made a strange discovery. It is not told
where or how, but it was in the temple, and see ! Itis
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—a book, & musty, dusty, yellow scroll in the hands of
the priest. He is opening it. He is bending his sharp,
searching eyes towurd the strange Hebrew characters
80 old and so dim. How great is his excitement ! Itis
the book, the sacred book of the law ! He hurriedly
rolls it up and hastens away. He carries it to Shaphan,
the scribe. How eagerly the scribe unrolls and reads
it, that dusty, musty old bundle of purchment ! Yes,
it is the precious book of the law! Shaphan now

bustles away. He takes the roll to the king and reads
it. Great is the astonishment of Josiah! He heurs
God's sharp denuncintions of sin. He trembles for
Judah. He rends his clothes. He sends messengers
to inquire of God concerning the meaning of the law.
He would deprecate the divine wrath, He would see the
people in penitence for their sin. A revival begins in
Jerusalem. It starts in a good place, the very heurt of
the king. Itis the heart, too, of a young man.

B.C. 610-599.]
Jer. 8. 20-22, and 9. 1-16. [Commil to memory
verses 8. 20-22.)

20 The harvest is past, the sum-
mer is ended, and we are not saved,
21 Forthe hurt of the daughter of
my people am I hurt; I am black
astonishment hath taken hold on

me.

22 I& there no balm in Gil'e-ad ?
{8 there no physician there? why
then is not the health of the daugh-
| ter of my people recovered ¥

1 O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fount-
ain of tears, that I mlfm weep day and night for the

slain of the daughter of my people !
20 t ha mrnw a Iodzlnr place of
e,

hat I had in the wi

wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go
from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of
treacherous men.

3 And they bend their tongues like their bow forlles:
but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth ;
for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not
me, saith the LORD.

4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbor, and trust
ye not in any brother : for every brother will utterly
supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders.

5 And they will deceive every one his neighbor, and
will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue
to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit in-

iquity.
qu 'Ixhina habitation s in the midst of deceit; through
deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD.

7 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I

ALMOST
IN CHAINS

General

The ministry of Jeremiah began a little before the
opening of the great reformation under Josiah, and it
extended until after the destruction of the city of Jern-
salem, so that it represents the period of the decline and
fall of the kingdom. Josiah perished in the flower of
his years while resisting the Exyptians ; his young son,
Jehoahaz, was deposed by the tian king. Necho,
and his eider brother, who took the name Jehoiakim,
was appointed in his place. Jehoiakim was one of the
weakest and worst of men, the pliant tool of the nobles,
now crlnglnﬁ to Egypt, now to Babylon, and ng‘nln re-
bellious ut the wrong time. In an age of general wick-
edness, in the reaction after the strain of Josiah's re-
forms ; while idolatry and immorality and oppression
were running rife; when each was for himself, and
none were for the common good ; while the throne of
David was sinking lower and yet lower in dishonor—in
such a time appeared Jeremiah the roghat, face to face
with his age. He was not like Elijah, t e lion of Gilead,

Verse 20. The harvest is past. The prophet
mourns over the fact that opportunities for the redem,
tion of hignation have one Ey one passed away, and still
the people will not embrace them and be saved. We
are aot saved. Salvation to Judah meant the restora-
tion of its ancient power h{ the possession of its former
devotion to God. To us it mean: d

LESSON 1. JEREMIAH PREDICTING THE CAPTIVITY.

t

[Jan, 10,
will melt them, and try them ; for how shall I do for the
daughter of my people ?

8 Their tongue i8 as an arrow shot out : it speaketh
deceit: one P 1y to his with his
mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait.

9 Shall 1 not visit them for these things? saith the
LORD : shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation

as this?

10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping and
wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a
lamentation, because they are burnt up, so that none
can pass through them; neither can men hear the
voice of the cattle : both the fowlof the heavens and the

are fled ; they are gone.

11 And 1 will make Je-ru’sa-lem heaps, and a den of
dragons; and I will make the cities of Ju’dah desolate,
without an inhabitant.

12 Who is the wise man, that may understand this ?
and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath
spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land per-
isheth and is burnt up like a wilderness, that none
passeth through.

13 And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken
my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed
my voice, neither walked therein;

14 But have walked after the imagination of their own
heart, and after Ba’al-im, which their fathers taught

them :

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of
Is'ra-el; Behold, I will feed them, even this people,
with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.

16 1 will scatter them also among the heathen, whom
neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will
send & sword after them, till I have consumed them.

nor yet like Isniah. the eagle, soaring into the sky of
fuith. He was a man of gentle and tender feelings, sen-
sitive to his surroundings, yet called upon to deliver
God's message of doom to a degenerate people. But
though his soul within him sank, though he often
mourned over his hard lot, he never fultered in his mis-
sion. He rebuked the king for his treacherous spirit,
the nobles for their d, the people for their idolatry,
ond declared thut for the nation’s crimes the temple
should be burned, the city destroyed, and the people
carried into captivity, He was rewarded with scourg-
ings, with stocks, with imprisonments, with the
dungeon where he stood for days in mire, with the
hatred of the people whom he served so faithfully.
Yet he stood true to his duty, even tothe last, and lived
to see the fulfillment of his every lelctlon. Onr les-
8on 18 n typical le of his ing, procl: the
wickedness of the people, and the ruin which it was
destined to bring upon the land.

Explanatory and Practical Notes,

ive of sorrow. Astonishment. An alarm and amaze-
ment at the troubles of his people. (2) Those who love
are the ones who most love their fellow-men.

22, Is there no balm in Gilead, Gilead is the sec-
tion of Plles‘llne enst’ol the river Jordan, where grew
o

8 m
from the power of Satan and of sin, (1) Every year of
delay onlnlaka salvation the more ke ¢

21, Forthe hurt. Literally, *‘ Because of the break-
ing....I am broken.” He feels for his reoph in
their calamities, eve . hongh their calamities have
been caused by their crimes, 'The daughter of
my people. By the metaphor of a fair young
woman, *‘the daughter of Zion," the gm hets rep-
resented the Jewish people. I am black. Either
dressed in mourning garments, or with a face express-

some plant which was sought for
by other nations. * Israel can send healing to other
nations, why has it no enre for its own ill«?" is the
thought of the prophet. Why then is not the health ¥
It was not for lack of the provision of mercy that
Judah was in her wretched stute. God was willing to
heal their moral maladies, but the people wera not will-
Ing to be mude whole. (3) So now, sow/s are perishinn
while church-bells are pealing and pulpits are pleading.

1. O that mine head were waters. The pm‘xhet
can only weep for his people, and he wishes that al his
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head might be one spring of tears, for nothing less can do
ustice to the woes of his nation. For the slain. |
Zither those sluin with Josiuh in the battle of Megiddo,
or those who perished in the civil feuds, or those whom
the prophet sees as destined to perish in the coming |
captivity. (4) Do we feel as we ought for those who are
dying in sin? |
2. O that 1 had, He wishes that he could i rrnlnl
this daily striving with evil that he was powerlesg to
subvert, and find refuge in some quiet place far from
his fellow-men.
the hermits und monks, a desire for rest away from the
world of sin.

‘That | might leave my people. Not because he would
excape per=onal violence, but because his soul was in
trouble with the contuct of wickeduess. All adul-
terers.
enant between God and his people, und
to open immorality. Treucherous. Devoid o
esty and faith in their dealings with ench other. (5) The
fear of God is the enly safeguard for honor among men.

3. Bend their tongues, Just us archers bend their
bows for battle, o do they prepure their tongues for
fulsehood. But they are nut valiant for the truth.
Mr. Vuliant-for-truth ix one of the noblest characters in
e Pilgrim’s Progress.” But the Rev. Ver. reads this
sentence, ** ‘They ire grown strong in the land.but not for
truth.” They proceed from evil to evil, There is an
inexoruble law, by which siuners tend downward, from
one degree of guilt to another lower, (6) Zeach

enerally it led

her, urge
&our scholar (o pause above the rapids, ere he shoots

Viagara.

4, 5. Take ye heed, Watch even your own brother.
Utterly supplant, There is an allusion here to the
meuning of_the nume Jucob, * &up danter,” It might
be read, ** Every brother is a thoi yugh Jacob," sup-
planting, as he d d Esun. Decelve every one, (7) Those
who are faithless lo God are unjust to men. Taught
their tongue, As if their tongues would not learn
lJing fast enough. Weary themselves, Do we not

nd now that some men take more trouble to get into
the State-prison, as burglars and counterfeiters, than
would suffice to give them good living a8 honest men ?

6. Thine habitation. Either addressed by the Lord
to the prophet, or u continuution of the same warning
as in the previous verses. ‘hey refuse 1o know me.
They deceive themselves, as do sinners in every age,
and 8o refuse to hear God's word.

9. Therefore. Because every other form of disei-
pline has been tried in vain, 1 will melt them and
try them. The people were to be melted in the eruci-
ble of war and eaptivity, the baser elements destroyed,
and the true gold brought forth to ghine more brightly.
S0 it came to paes : the frreligions, idolatrous part of
the reople were either slain or lost among the heathen,
while the godly portion returned from captivity to make
a new Israel.

8. Thelr tongue is as AN arrow. In verse 3 it was
like a bow ; here it is like an arvow. speaketh peace-
ably. Just as Joab talked with Abner when intending
to destroy him. 2 Sam. 3.27. (8) The vilest of all sinners
is the hypocrite.
HOME READINGS.
M. Jeren\]l:ﬂ\h predicting the captivity. Jer. 8 20-22;

W

7w, The calling of Jeremiah. Jer.1.1-10.

. Mourning for destruction. Jer. 9. 17-26.

7h. The time to be saved. Tsa, B5. 1-7.

F. The summer ended—saved. Matt, 25. 14-23, 34-40.
S The summer ended—unsaved. Matt. 25. 24-30,

41-46,
8. The cause of disobedience. James 3. 1-18.

GOLDEN TEXT.

i ity ge summer is ended, and we

The h
are not saved.

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 2, Dominion Hymnal.
All hail the power of Jesus' name |
Let angels prostrate fall.

Such was the spirit that first prompted | varely dwelling on the plains.

But God has work for us in this world, |
and we must wrestle with sin, rather than fly from it. ‘

Liolutry was regurded as a breach of the cov- | 1

. | AWa
f hon: llhu

9, Shall |
God is care
l;:llil‘hl'd. he i

visit them 1 If any one supposes that
of the world, or will leave sinto go un-
reatly mistaken, Shall not my soul
avenged ! We must not imagine that God's anger
and vengeance are like human feelings. passionate and
selfish, 'They are his settled attitude, just and terrible.
against 8in und sinners, and thoroughly consistent w ith
the fullnese of love.
10, 11, For the mountains, Palestine is a land of

| mountains, and the Israelites were a mountain people,

In Israel's prosperity,
Wwere terraced with gardens and vine-
r gees them

| the hill-vide
| yurds ; thy
now, desoli
In some plw

ophet suw them as the tra
1d uncultivated. The ¢ burned up.
already destroyed i hen the prophet
wrote, in otl oon 1o be devastated by invading ar-
‘ mies. Even owl of the heaven, the birds of the
ir, have forsusen the land where they can no longer
| obtain sustenunce. And the beast are fled. Driven
by the predatory hosts, Only those who have
ina lund ravaged by war can conceive of such
ruin. Jerusalem heaps. Bearin mind that this proph-
wcy was given whilé Je <ulem was 8till standing, and
loved by its eeuvle as **the holy city.” A denoldrag-
ons. Rev. Ver., ** A dwelling-place of jackals.” More
than once has this prediction been literally fulfilled.

12. Who is the wise man? Here is the question
which the wise man is called upon to answer. or
what the land perisheth. The politician has one
theory toaccount for national evils, the prophet another,
One sees their cause in a mistuken tariff, n neglect of
sunitary science, the unwise policy of the adverse party;
the other looks deeper, and rees that national evil las
its root in national sin. Every nation that has died has
deserved to die, and in the outcome the best people live
and grow strong.  (9) May our nation be found worthy
to live!
13. The Lord saith. God gives his own answer to
‘ his own question, Because they have forsaken.
God had given them his law, thereby honoring them
r nbove ull other nations, and he had gent them prophets
to explain and impress their duty of obedience. But
they had rejected his commands, and chosen their own
way, and for this destruction was coming upon them
14. Walked after the tmagination. Just us now
| many people frame their creed to suit their conduct, re-
jecting every doctrine that ie disagreeable, and inter-
preting Scripture to their own taste. Baalim e
‘ﬂnrnl of Baal, the national divinity of the Phenicians,
«rael’s nearest neighbors, here taken as a general name
for idolatry.

15. With wormwood. Nospecial plant is intended,
but the expression may refer to the utter bitterness
which sin was bringing on the people. (10) The fruit
of guilt is always bitter. Look at the faces of drunk-
ards, criminals, men and women of sinful pieasure, and
mark the lines of misery on them.

16. 1 will scatter them, This prediction, oft re-
peated, was fulfilled during the proi het's life-time, in
the destruction of Jerusalem, and in the exile of the best
among the people. have consumed them, No
consumed them all, but consumed the evil element
:mnmgblhcm‘ for the captivity proved one of the great-
est of blessings.

No. 122, Dominion Hymnal.
Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear.

No. 7, Dominion Hym al.

Children, loud hosannas singing,
Hymned thy praise in olden time,

TIME.—Relgn of Jehoiakim, perhaps 609 B.C. In
Greece, the 42d Olympiad. Year of Rome, 144.

PLACE.—8ame ns Lesson I, Jeruealem.

RULERS,—Jeholakim, eighteenth king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 604- Pharaoh-
Necho, king of Egypt, 612-506. Cynxares, king of Me-
dia. Targuinius Priscus, fifth king of Rome. Annual
archons in Athens.

CONNECTING LINKS.—Thirteen years have
passed «'nce last lesson, Josiah has reigned thirty-one
years, and has been killed trying to prevent Pharaoh's

nseage through his land. Jehonhaz has been made

:ing and deposed, and Elinkim, with his name changed
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to Jehoiakim, is now king. It was an evil reign, and
the prophet Jeremiah begun his utterances of woe.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION—The Wruth of God.

QUESTIONS FOR SEVIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Weeping Prophet, v 22, and 1, 2.
‘What wish does the prophet utte inchap. 9, v. 17
What reason does he give for the wish ¥ chap. 8, v. 20,
How was the harvest pust and the summer ended ¥

Was the reason for this condition & lack of gracious | !

means on God's part ?

Who was the author of the condition pictured in | &

ver, 217
2. A Guilty People, v. 3-8.

Find the yslnu fiu. which the prophet charged the
people in verses 8,4,5,6,8.

hat was the effect of these sins ? ver. 6.

How is the law of growth in evil shown in these
verses ? ver. 3, 8.

What was to be their punishment ?
3. A Desolate Land, v. 9-16.

From what power was this desolation to come ?

What was to hnpren to the mountains ¥

What should be done to Jerusalem ¥

What was to become of the e

Why were these terrible desolations to come ?

When and by whom was this prophecy fulfilled ?

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson teach that God will punish sin #
How does this lesson teach that sin against God con-
sists in—

1. Neglecting his law ?

2. Following one’s own will #

8. Livingin deceit ?

4. Neglecting one's opportunities ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. A Weeping Proyhet, v. 20-22, and 1, 2,

'What lost opportunities does the yruphel lament ?

What condition does he deplore

‘What is his ery for aid ? .

What wish does the distressed prophet make ¥

What caused his sorrow ?

What was the cry of Jesus for a sinful peopie * Matt.

23, 37.

Why did the prophet desire separation from his peo-
ple?
2. A Guilty People, v. 3-8,

Of what were the people guilty ?

What reason is given for their wickedness ?

What warning does the prophet give ¥

Why was this warning necessary ?

How does the Lord regard deceit ? Prov. 12. 22.
3. A Desolate Land, v, 9-16.

What Twnl\on does the Lord ask ?

What does he prophesy about Jerusalem #

What about the citica of Judah ?

Why is the land to be desolated ©

On what condition had God promised his blessing ?
Dent. 5 32, 83,

In what way had the people walked ?

What had God promised to the disobedient ? Deut.

58, 64

Teachings of the Lesson,

Why did Jeremiah mourn over the people ? Because
they continued to do evil,
What did he boldly declare unto them ¢ God's wrath
and punishment,

i isl t did he ¢ The

| What y p
of Jerusalem and the captivity of the V«ph-.

|

1
I

Where in this lesson are we taught—1. That neglect |

of opportunity endangers the soul ¥ 2. That the sins of
the wicked are an affliction to God's people ? 3. That
the path of obedience is the path of safety ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Who reigned over Judah after King Josiah ¢ Wicked
and idolatrons kings,
lh\vtuulid they lead the people to do? To forsake

v Lord,

Whit would this bring upon them ? Great sorrow
and trouble,

Who was God's prophet at this time ¢ Jeremiah,
son of Hilkiah, the highe-priest, who fonnd the copy
of the law,

What was Jeremiah's lament ? (Repeat the GoLDEN

TEXT.
Why were the prople not saved ? Because they
rr{\\;?ed m| ulnrlllo "I.:.d Lord,
it ' balm in Gi " was there to tuke away thei
sins ¢ God's mercy and forgiving Iovo.: mERH. 4
What is our ** balm in Gilead ¢ "' The blood of Jesus,

Does God love when he punishes ¥
ments are a sign of his love,

What is truest love ! Love that seek
better, even if it must be hyrvunlulmn-l

It God did not punish us for sins what would we
hink ¢ That he had forgotten us.
Wien do we forsake God? When we refuse to

en; punishe

nake us

m.
“’hut always follows disobedience to him ? Sin and
sorrow and suffering.
Words with Little People,

Our lesson to-day is only part of a long story, but it
teaches us that it is a dreadiul thing to dlmbe& God and
put off coming to him. Why do you wait, dear little
people ¥ Every day you wait_it will bg all the harder
to come, 'Lhere is danger and death ifl delay. Yester-
day is gone. 7 ours. To-morrow may never
come. The Saviour is reaching out loving arms for you
to come to-day. O don't let the GOLDEN TEXT be true
of any of you.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. Whev:‘dm the prophet Jeremiah live ?

last dayw udah,

2. What did he foretell? The fall of the king-
lom.

3. By what name is he often called ? The weeping
prophet,

4, 0 I.h-t did he weep ?

His people’s sins and

. What words of Jeremiah concerning his people
given in the Golden Text?  The harvest 1s past,

ete.

CATECIHISYM QUESTION.
3. Who is the great Teacher of religion ?
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Redeemer,

4. What do you call his religion ?

Christianity.

AN * LYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTI
The Results of a Natlon's Sin,

1. A HARDENED PEOPLE.
1. Harvest is past. .. .not saved. v. 20,
+ Exhort one another daily.” Heb, 3,13
2. Why is not the health....recovered ? v. 22
“ Harden not your hearts.” Heb. 3. 15.
II. A SorrowiNe PropuET.
1. O that mine head were waters. v. 1.
“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes," Psa.
119. 136,
2. Othat I had... alodging place. v. 2.
“That T had wings like a dove.” Psa. 55. 6, 7.
I11. A Growri 1N WICKEDNESS,
1. Grown strong... not for truth. v. 8. [R. V.]
“ Evil men. ...shall wax worse." 2 Tim. 8. 13,
2. Proceed from evil to evil. v. 3.
““Will eat as doth a canker.” 2 Tim. 2.17.
1V. A Murvar Distrust,
1. Take ye heed....of his neighbor. v. 4.
“Trost ye not in a friend.” Micah 7. 5.
2. Every brother will utterly supplant. v. 4.
* Brother shall deliver up....brother." Matt.10.21,
8. Habitation. .. midst of deceit. v. 6.
“Words....softer than ofl....drawn swords.” Psa.
55. 21,
A SurreriNG PEoPLE.
. I will melt them and try them. v. 7.
« A vefiner and purifier of silver.” Mal. 8.3,
2. Shall not my soul be avenged P v. 9.
1 ulso will laugh t your calamity." Prov. 1. 26

<
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and that the threatened judgments (vers. 10, 11, 15,
16) must surely fall, and hence his bitter and over-
whelming sorrow.

It is & sad story, an old story, more than two
thousand years old—surely far enough off from our-
selves we might think. Noj it is a story contin-
ually recurring. Disappointed hopes are constant.
What purent, what teacher, does not hope for the
welfare and true happiness of his children? Yet
how often are these hopes sadly quenched ! Why ?
Because the opportunity is lost,

It is spring time with the young; sowing time.
They may sow what genial summer will mature,
and whut will ripen to the golden harvest, laying
up in store for themselves agood foundation aguinst
the time to come. 1 Tim, 6, 19, Over and over
again the Lord gives opportunity, And when one
and another have been ucglected, his merey is still
there. The great Physician is still * able to save.”
But sadder fur than Englanc’s loss when her hero,
Gordon, was sluin ; sadder fur than the loss of
carthly opportunities anl the failure of earthly har-
vests, i8 the despair of the soul that will one day
have to say, * The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and I sm not saved ;" because it would not
aceept the healing value nor resign itself to the good
Physician, .

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Read in the Bible dictionary or commentary the life
of Jeremiah, and tell the claes about his times, his
mission, his churacter, and his treatment. ... In reading
the lesson with the class let the scholars find and name
all the sins that ure here specified, and the teacher show
how evil they are, and what results follow them....
Find illustrations of the sins of treachery, dishonesty,
ete., in the life of to-day....Find in this leston how
God punishes sin, as shown in the Analytical and Bibli-
cal Outline... Now, how may we escape from these
«ins ¥ By living lives opposite to them. Show, then,
what kind of character God approves and will reward.

Songs from the Epworth Hymnal.
194. Come, ye disconsolate.

165. What a Friend we have in Je: 1s.
Tesus, Lover of my soul.

Just as I am.

127. Why do you wait ?

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Troveur. Disobedience leads to Destruction.

The Jews' love of their own way. Recall the idolutry
into which the Jews fell, over and over again. Tell
some of the ways in which the Lord tried to lead them
back to himself. Jeremiah was one of the prophets
sent to warn them of the sad consequences of their sin.
God sent Jeremiah, as he did other prophets and teach-
ers, but the people would not listen. Why not? Teach
that they wanted their own way, and illustrate by
story of a disobedient child who is told not to do a cer-
tain thing lest punishment follow, who yet continues to
do it because he loves his own way. Teach that every
time we disobey God we are telling him that we do not
want him to be our God. This is what the Jews were
saying by their acts, and Jeremiah knew that they
must suffer forit. This is why he was so troubled.
Read verse 1, chapter 9,

BANNER. 17
‘ The Lord's love for the Jews. See if the children be-
| lieve that the Lordreully loved the Jews while they
were disobeying him. There i8 a deep heresy on this
point among grown-up Christians, and therefore among
little people. We cannot teuch too emphatically that
God loves us, though he does notlove our sins, and that
he lets trouble and punishment fall upon us, to make us
run into his arms and be safe,

Punishment foretold. Jeve-
miuh tells here, long yeurs
belore it came to puss, what
would come upon the Jews
and their holy city, Jerusalem.
Show how this proves the
trath of God’s word. No
man can tell what will happen
one day ahead; much less
many years. But God knows, and hes told Jeremiah,
who wrote it down. Ask what & sword ix for. Tell
that God used it upon the Jews whodigobeyed him, and
that he uses it now upon people who will have their
own way. What for? So that their own selfswill muy
be cut in pieces, and they may choose his will. He said
| that he would make Jerusalem * heaps," etc. Tell how

literally all this prophecy has been fulfilled.

} Practical truth for ws. Make two ways on the
board ; print ubove one, *‘God's Way,” the other,
“My Way." Teach that whatever we do to please
relf, without asking or caring what God wants, ig taking
our way. and is therefore disobedience. Show that God
is interested in all the little acts of our lives, and wants
us to recognize him in them all,

0ISOBEDIENCE

Biackhoard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

INWARD
ROAD.

: ExPLANATION. The prophet predicts the captivity of
‘ Judal. The road is represented by the downward line.
Sin isatits t, i marks its
| course. Just so is the way of those who, hardened by
sin, are indifferent in regard to the end of life. The
hour-glass may be omitted from the diagram if it is toe
difficult to draw. It is placed here as an emblem of the
passing hours that mark the swift flight of the seasons,
when opportunity is given for the sowing, planting, and
harvesting. Soon they all pass, and the year, like life,
draws to a close, and yet we are not saved. Beware of
indifference. Remember that an object going down an
inclined p'ane moves more quickly as it goes on.

Lesson Word-Fictures.

Another harvest gathered. The reaper's merry shout
has died from the land. Gone is the timid gleaner
with his golden burden. Only dry, dead stubble in
all the weary, silent fielde. Gone, too, is the summer,
Dreary skies lower above. Sharp, searching winds
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wail ncross the land. Harvest-time | summer-time
ended, and still the weary watchers from J udah's walls
see no deliverance from the idolatrous invaders. O
how sick and sore and wasted ix *the daughter of my
people ! Look at her on the bed of her affliction.
Wander now in Giles ' rich fielde, along her flower-
scented valleys, under her odorous balsam-trees. Isthere

CHOOL BANNER.

e ——
no remedy, no relief, no bulm in Gilead ¥ Weeping, the
prophet seems to stand and look ncross the lund. De-
ceit und treachery, he sees every-where. And then
comes & terrible vision of scattering every-where,
fieeing of bird, of beast, of man. It is the sad hour of
exile, and with drooping head and fettered hands and
weary feet Israel goes out to its long exile.

R S-S S——

B. C. 606.)
Jer. 35. 12-19. [ Commit to memory verses 18, 19.]

12 Then came the word of the

LY LorD unto Jere-miah. suying,
,KM b 1 D hus auith the LoRD of hosts,
ROUN thaGou of Tatra-el; Gound tell the

men of Ju’dah and the inhabitants
of Je-ru'su-lem, yill ye not re-
ceive instruction to hearken to my
words ? suith the LORD.

14 The words of Jon’a-dab the
son of Re’chab, that he communded
his sons not to drink wine, wre perl‘urmud: for unto
this day they drink none. but obey their father's com-
mandment: nm.wnh«\mulinzl have spoken uunto you,
rising early and speaking: but ye hearkened not unto me.

15 | have sent also unto you all my servants the
prophets, rising up early and sending them, 8aying, Re-
turn ye now every man from his evil way, and amend
your doings. and go not after other gods to serve them,
and ye shall dwell in the land which 1 have given to

@eneral

Ahout the year 610 B. C., while Jeholakim sat on the
shitking throne of Judah, the old Assyrian Ewmpire was
destroyed. and its western provinces were pume«ed by
the Chaldeans. Nebuchudnezzar, the son of the reign-
ing king of Babylon, and joint-raler with hig father, led
an army into Palestine in order to secure it8 obedience
to the new Chaldean Empire. At this time Daniel, and
many other young nobles, were carried captive to Baby-
Jon A« secarities for the loyalty of the Jews. The com-
ing of the Chaldean army ‘filled the land with dismay,
an'l from the country and the villages the population
Among those who
came to Jerusalem were & strange, nomad people, re-

lated to the Israelites a8 descendants of Abraham,
thongh not of Jacob. These were the Rechabites,
dab dab, lived in

whose great tor,
the time of Jehu, and aided in his reforms in Tsrael.
Foreseeing the evils destined to grow with the increase

LESSON 111 THE FAITHFUL REC

ABITES. [Jan. 17.
you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your
ar, nor hearkened unto me.

16 Because the song of Jon’a-dub the son of Re/chab
have performed the commandment of their father,
which he commanded them; but this people hath not
hearkened unto me:

17 Therefore thus gaith the Lorp God of hosts, the
God of le'ru-el} Behold, 1 will bring upon Ju’dah and
upon all the inhabitants of Je-ru/su-lem all the evil that
1 have pronounced agninst them: because 1 have
spoken unto them, but they have not heard; und I have
called unto them. but they have not answered.

18 And Jer‘e-mi’ah eaid unto the house of the Re™
chab-ites, Thus «aith the Lorp of hosts, the God of
Is'ra-el; Becuuse ye have obeyed the commandment of
Jon/a-dub your father, and kept all his precepts, and
done according unto all that he hath commanded you;j

19 Therefore thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God
of Ivra-el: Jon/a-dab the son of Re’chab shall not want
. man to stand before me forever.

statement

of population and a luxurious life, he Jaid upon his de-
scendants the vow not to settle down to permanent
homes, hot to drink wine, and not to dwell in the cities.
His people were to be manem and cattle-raisers, not
farmers or merchants. ‘Pwo hundred and fify years
afterward, in the days of Jeremiah, & clan of hix people
were in Jerusalem. still uhef'\n s their ancestor's injunc-
tion. In order to make their obedience x lesson to the
Jews, the prophet Jeremiah summoned a compiny of
them tothe !Elvwh:. and in one of its chambers set W ine
before them. Vhen they refused to taste it. he made
their conduct a text for an address to his own people,
who for centuries had disobeyed the commands of their
heavenly Father. The obedience of the Rechabites and
the disobedience of the Jews were thus set in strong
contrast, and to one waus promised & rewnrd, while the
other was warned of impending punishment.

Explanntory and Practical Notes.

Verse 12. Then came. This was at the time when
the land was first invaded by the Chaldeans, under
Nebuchadnezzar, then acting ue joint-king with his
father. It was at this time that Daniel and many other
nobles were carried into captivity at Babylon. 't'he
word of the Lord. How it came we know not. but
probably hy an inward consciousness 80 clear us to be
undonbted. Unto Jeremiah, He was peculbu-ly the
prophet of sorrows, for he lived in & sorrowful time,
and wus compelled to bear snd messages. He proph-
esied during the last thirty years of the kingdom of
Judah, and was taken after the destruction o Jernsa-
lem by a company of exiles to Egypt where it 18
helieved that he was slain.

13. The Lord of hosts. Atitleapplied to Jehovah, n8
ruler of the armies of the universe. The God of In el

Thongh God of all the earth. he was the God of srael in &
pecalinr sense, «ince he had chosen this nation to he the
depositary of divine trath and the hearer of salvation to

the whola world. ‘Tell the men of Judah, This was
at a time when the kingdom wns reduced within the
narrowest limits, its citias destroyed, its villages de-
populated, the pbu})le huddled in their eapital in drend
of their Chnldean foes, and the state heaving with the
throes of speedy dissolution. Wil ye not receive in-
struciion Here Go shows his people their #in, by &
striking illustration, and thus indirectly reproves them.
(1) The wise parent first counsels and then reproi

14. The words of Jonadab,

More correctly, Je-
honadab. He was the founder of the Rechabites, &
fumily related to and allied with Terael, and descen!
from Abraham thon%h not from Jacob. Jonadab was
his duy, and took an active part

one of the puritans o

in Jehu's bloody. vevolution. 2 Kings 10 15-23, He
strongly enjoined upon his descendants the mainte-
pance of their nomadic customs, forbidding them.
1) To build or inhabit houses; 2) To sow seed or
Jant vineyards ; 8.) To drink wine or strong dvink.
hey were commanded to live in tents in the open
country, apart from the temptations of a city life. 'l:he
purpose Of these peculinr usages Was doubtless to pre-
serve their individuality in an ascetic life, of & semi-
religions character On the invasion of Juden by the
Chaldeans, they took refuge in Jerusalem. where Jere-
miah held them up as an example to the Jews. After
the captivity. they settled at Jabez in Judah.
2.55. Not to drink wine, Wine was then, a8 now,
the symbol of a Tuxarions flesh-pleasing life, besides
runkenness. If the
pure wines of that day were to be disconntenanced.
certainly the vile, drngzed componnds now in use onght
1o be cast aside. (2) Let every parent and teacher stand
wpon the onls safe and consist vound, totrl abstinence.
Unto this day. Though two hundred and fifty years
had intervened since Jonadab's communnd, it was still
ancredly observed in Jereminh's dny. This was in ac-
cordunce with the Oriental trait’ of reverence for
parents: & trait in which we may wisely eopy them.
(3) Teacher, impress the lesson of love and honor to
ts. | have spoken unto yon. God had given his
commands to Israel as well as Jonndab to the Recha!
ites, 1.) One wns from human authority. the other
from divine: 2.) One was from & man long dead, the

and again; 4.) One was without sanction or penalty,
the other carried with it the crown of reward and the
sword of pnn\uhment; 5.) One involved no moral obli-

ST
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gation, but seemed harsh und unreasonable, the other |

ived only what was just and right, Yetthe earthly
zﬁq and ln{d been ob“eyed to the letter, \Ah_lle the
heavenly was despised! Rising early. Sending re-
peatedly, by the word of the law, the message of the
prophets, und the voice of conscience. Ye hearkened
not. (4) We wonder at Judal's disobedience ; what
snull we say of these who disobey in the higher light
of our teme ¥

15. My wservants the prophets, In every generation
from Sumuel to Ezea we find prophets standing as God's
iied representutives, ‘I'he greatest prophets ap-
1in the durkest epochs, us Elijah confrontin Jyze»
bel, Isuiah in the time of Ahaz, Jeremiuh ut the full of Ju-
il and Ezekiel during the cuptivity. They ceased when
the canon was completed, and the ptures became the
nation s guide. Return . amend. .. .gonot. Notice
the three commands, tor J10 reform, and to worship,
Ye shall dwell. Stability, strength, and success were in
God's way; wenkness and ruin were in the path of sin.
(5) The principles of prmrperily are the same now that
they were in Jeremiak’s days. Ye have not inclined.
Notwitl 1i li promise, warn-
ing, Judah had chosen the way of evil, just as thou-
sunds choose it now.

16, 17. Because the sons of Jonadab, Again he
calls attenti o the filinl reverence which mukes the
ingratitude he Jews all themore dark, | will bring
upon Judah. Though the destruction came by the

{

sword of the Chaldeaus, yet it was from the hand of
God, who used their ambition and cruelty to accom-
lish his purposes. (6) Greal men are the unconscious
nstruments of God's will. Nupoleon, Bismarck, Glad-
stone—all of them have wrought out God's plan. Al
the evil. The sword had been so long threatened and
s0 often sheathed, that the people ceased to expect it.
But less then twenty years afterward it fell; the capital
was burned, the state was blotted from the maps of the
Eust, most of the population perished, and the remnunt
were carried afar to cuptivity beside the rivers of
Bdbylon.

18, 19, Because ye have obeyed, .. your father.
(7) God aiways rewards honor to pawents. Shall not
want a man. Other families were soon to become ex-
tinet, in those daye of blood; but thisline was promised
perpetuity. ‘To stand before me. This hints at a
service in worship; and there are evidences that a
family, at least, of the Rechabites were adopted into
the tribe of Levi, and assigned a part in the services of
the temple. See 1 Chron. 2. 55, Forever. In the
twelfth century A.D. Benjamin of Pudela met a tribe
numbering one hundred thousand, which cluimed de-
scent from Rechab. and observed the ancient customs

In 1820 Dr. Wolff found them in Arabia, still faithful
and still distinct. In 1862 Signor Pierotti read before the

British Associntion an necount of his own vikit to them,
near the Dead Sen. See Geikie's “ Hours with the
Bible," vol. v, p, 850,

HOME READINGS,
M. The fuithful Rechabites, Jer. 85, 12-19.
7'w. Jehu and the Rechubite, 2 Kings 10. 15-28.
W. The Rechubites tested. Jer. 35. 1-11.
7. An unheeded call. Prov, 1. 24-83,
F. The Jews called to repentance. Jer. 18. 11-17.
. Christiun obedience. Ei:h. 6. 1-10.
8. Temperauce en oined, Prov. 23, 20-35.

GOLDEN TEXT.
For unto this day they drink none, but obey their
father's commandment, Jer, 35. 14,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 239, Dominion Hymnal.

See the Church of Christ arises,
Smile or frown of man despises.

No. 240, Dominion Hymn»1.

There's a demon in the glass,
Dash it down !

No. 241, Dominion Hymnal,
Wake from intemperance |
Hear ye mercy's song !

No. 243, Dominion Hymnal.
"Tis but the social, friendly glass,
TIME, PLACES, RULERS, sume as in Lesson II.

CONNE G LINKS.—The Rechabites were a
family with three hundred years of history as total ab-
stuiners from wine or intoxicating drink. Contrary to
Jeremiah's counsel, Jehoinkim resisted the authority of
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and led the
country into war, When Nebuchadnezzar invaded the
Iand. the Rechabites took refuge in Jerusalem. They
lived in tents. and were shepherds.

DocrriNAL SuceEsTION—Rewards and punishments,

QUESTIONS FOR SEN'OR STUDENTS,

1. Obedience, v, 12-14.

What illugtrious example of obedience does this lesson
contain ?

Tow does the prophet record this example? [See
Golden Text.]

Give a hrief ontline of the career of these people.

Whg should the prophet cite this example as in ver.

3.14°

Against what evil of the present day could the prophet
have presented the same example ¥

Why should those who hear God's commands obey ?
2. Disobedience, v. 15.

What remarkable example of disobedience is also
shown in this lesson ¢

How had God attempted to obtain their obedience to
his commande ?

What parable of our Lord was doubtless suggested by
this history ¥

‘What was the command which had been so flagrantly
disobeyed ¥

Whut wonderful attribute of our heavenly Futher's
character ir also presented by this lesson ¥
. Co ences, v, 16-19.

Into what two clusses do the consequences of human
actions full ¥

What other instances of reward for righteous action
can you find in the Scriptures ¢ .

What punisl t has God j as sure to
those who reject his love through Jesus Christ ?

What commandment was specially observed by these
sons of Rechab ¥

Practical Teachings.

Do we please God by filial obedience ? Why ?

How does this lesson show God's yearning love for
men

Notice the dunger of continued hardness of heart—

1. It will tarn away divine love,
2. It will bring down sure punishment.

QUESTIONS FOR I?

1. Obedience, v. 12-14.
Who spuke to the prophet ¢
For whom was the message given ?
‘What question was the prophet toask ¢
‘What example of obedience is quoted ¢
‘What command had the sons of Rechab received ?
How had they shown obedience ¥
2. Disobedience, v, 15,
How had God warned his people ?
What message had he given them ?
Against what sin had ke warned them ?
What reward had he promised ¢
How had they received his entreaty ?
3. Consequences, v, 16-19.
Whose conduct does the Lord contrast ¢
What was the difference between the two people ?
What threatenings were uttered against the diso-
bedient ?
Why were these judgments declared ?
‘What is said of the disobedient in Prov. 1, 24-26 ¢
To whom hesides did the prophet have a message ?
‘What testimony did he bear ¢
‘What was to be the reward of obedience ?
Teachings of the Lesson,
Where may we lan.rn from this lerson—1. The blessed-

ness ol ¢ 2. The of sin?
3. God's faithfulness to his promise #

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Of whom does the Lord speak to J inh i
leskon ¢ OF the Rnhlhuu.p: tribe oI? 'i"".'i.' LR
For what reason ¥
mands of their father.

ERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

use they kept the come
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What was one of these commands ? To abstain
from drinking wine. (lu-|lwnt the GOLDEN TEXT.)

Why did God wish them pronght before the people |
Beeause they were faithful and obedient to the |
commands of a man. 1

What was the life of the men of Judah ¢ Unfaith-
ful and disobedient to the commands of God.

What had God done for them ¥ Bent his servants,
the ‘:mphel-, to tell them how to do right. !

What was his promise if they ser him? Peace |
and possession of the 1and of their fathers,

Did the people turn to the Lord ¥ ‘They continhed
to worship ido v,

What did God say should come upon them ? Great
and terrible punishment.

What was God's promise to the Rechabites ¢ ‘That
they should dwell in their land forever. |

Were the laws of the Rechabites wise and good like |
those of God ?

Why

seeking worldly pleasures, but living above the world
while we are in it.

2. Observe that God takes notice of individuals and

their acts. He watched this peculiur people for centu-
ries, took note of their seemingly strunge conducet, and
| held them up to honor. God sees our conduct, and will
bring it to the sight of all men.

3. See how much stress God's word lnye on obedi-

| enceto parents. For this virtue a people are promised
| an everlusting existence. It is a trait needed in our
time ; let us coltivate it.

4. Notice that God expects us not on'y to serve him,

but to persevere in his service.

5. It would be well for usallto be like the Rechubites

| in refusing to touch wine or strong drink, which has

0.
did God so reward them? Because they | ruined millions, and i the greatest curse of our time.

ob‘evynd such laws as they had.
‘nat does God love in his ehildren ? Foithfulness.
What does Jesus tell us? ¢ He that {a faithiul in
that which is least is faithful also in much.”

Words with Little People.

God's blessing is certain to come 1o every boy and girl
who does what the GOLDEN TEXT says: and he knows
just how hard it is to obey when you are asked to do,
or not to do, something exactly different from your own
wishes, If you will read Prov. 5. 20-22; Eph. 6, 1-8;
Isu. 41, 18, I'think you will be enconraged to try.

THE L¥SSON CATE( HISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. From whom were the Rechabites descended ?
From Jonadab the son of Rechab. |
2. What command did Jonadab give to his family ? |
To drink no wine. |

English Teacher's Notes.
Tae passage appointed for realing presupposcs

an acquaintance with the former part of the chap-
ter, and with the story of the Rechabites, and it is
upon this that the lesson is founded. In opening

the subject, therefore, the teacher will have to call
uttention to three points:

1. Who the Rechabites were. We find them living
among the people of Judah, and yet distinet from
them, and all that this chupter tells of their origin
is their descent from Rechab. Of this ancestor we

3. What was said of his descendants in the Golden | know nothing, but of his son Jonadab we have

Text ¢ For unto, ete.
4. What promise did God muke to this people ?
That they shomd never pass away.
5. What exumglan do we find in the Rechabites?
P an di 0 p

CATECHISM QUEST. .
5. Are there any other religions in the world?

There is only one Divine Teacher, and only one true
religion ; but there have been many false teachers, and
there are many false religions.

(1 Corinthians viii. 5, 6 ; Ephesians iv. 5.]

ANALVTICAL AND BIBLICAL oun
Five Traits which God Rewards.

1. OBEDIENCE TO PAnENTS.
He commanded . . . . his sons performed. v. 14,
« Honor thy father and mother.” Eph. 6.2,
« That it may be well with thee.” Eph. 6. 3.
11. ToTAL ABSTINENCE.
Not to drink wine. v. 14.
« Do not drink wine, nor strong drink.” Lev.10.9.
“ Wine is a mocker." Prov. 20. 1.
I11. Arrextion 10 Gon’s Worp.
1 have spoken unto you. v. 14.
+ Hear, and your soul shall live." Ten. 55. 3.
« Come now, and let us reason together.” Isa. 1.18.
IV. Worsnipina THE LoRrn.
Go not after other gods. v. 15.
“ No other gods before me." Exod. 20. 3.
«Thou shalt worship the Lord.” Matt. 4.10.
V. STEADFAST SERVICE.
Have performed the commandment. v. 16.
« He that endureth. .. .shall beseved.” Matt. 10. 22,
« Hold fast that which thou hast.” Rev. 3 11.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Lessons from the Rechabites.

1. Like the Rechabites, we should be pilgrims on the
earth, not having our affections on worldly things, not

heard in the story of Jehu, as a man of standing
and piety, whose support and countenance the de-
stroyer of* the house of Ahab wished to secure.
But in 1 Chron. 2. 55, we find that the ** house of

! Rechab” belonged to the family of the Kenites,

| who eame up from the wilderness with the Isracl-
| itesat the invitation of Moses, Num.10.293 Judges

1,16, They had a settled standing in the land of
their adoption, being numbered among its inhabit-
ants, and yet they continued all the while a distinct
people.

9. What was their manner of life. It was
sharp contrast to that of the nation with whom
they had cast in their lot. The lsraclites were un
agricultural people. They were land owners und
land cultivators. The height of their prosperity
was to dwell, every man under his vine and under
his fig-tree, enjoying the fruits of his labor. And
not only so, but they were bound, each one, to his
own inheritance. No one settled just where his
fancy pleased him. The land had been portioned
out by divine ordinance, and was not to be alienated
except for & terminable period. Lev. 25. 13, ete., 28.

The Rechabites, on the contrary, possessed no
Jand, and never sought to possess any. They had
no settled homes, built no houses, sowed no seed,
planted no vineyards, and in fuct owned nothing
that could mot be transported from place to place.
Duwelling in the land of Judah, they remained a
nomadic people, living in many respeets like the
Arabs of the present day. And not only did they
abstain from cultivating the ground, but they de-
nied themselves the enjoyment of one of the most
notable products of the land of Judah, they drank
no wine. In regard of their habits, therefore, it
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would have been impossible to mistake them for the
people among whom they were scttled.

3. What was the reason for this manner of living ?
The reason, to them, was simple enough. * Jona-
dab the son of Rechab our futher commanded us.”
It was a matter of obedience, and they sought for
nothing else tojustify it. * Thus have we obeyed
was the account they gave of themsclves, But what
was Jonadab's reason? His command was not
simple caprice, 1t was based upon adesire for their
true welfare, and a sharp in«ight into the future
and into the circumstances in which his family
were placed, *“that ye may live many days in the
land where ye be strangers.” 1lle foresaw the ad-
vantages of being without incumbrance, unfettered
by the possession of fields and vincyards, inde-
pendent of place, having nothing they could not
carry with them in case of nccessary flight before
an enemy. He saw also the evil uses to which the
good gift of God, *“the fruit of the vine,” was often
put. le knew whence the “wounds without

cuuse " spoken of by Solomon (Prov. 23, 20) arose ;:
and in view of these evils he enjoined on his family
total abstinenee from the dangerous drink.

Such were the Ruchabites, whose example is, in
the passage before us, solemnly set before the peo-
ple of Judah,

And now what lesson are we to draw from t heir
story and from the words of the prophet Jeremiuh
concerning them ?

First, a double lesson of obedience. The stanch
adherence of the Rechabites to the rules laid down
by their ancestor is specially ded in the

with it up to a certain degree only, aud living a life
of temperance, soberness, and independence of
worldly cares and worldly interests.

And this is what our heavenly Father enjoins
upon all his children. They are called to live as
“strangers and pilgrims,” not to lay up * treasure
upon earth,” nor to set their affections on things
below. They are called to deny * ungodliness and
worldly lusts,” und to “live soberly, righteously,
and godly in this present world,” to be * temperate
in all things” (1 Cor, 9. 25), using this world *“as
not abusing it” (1 Cor. 7, 81), or rather, not using
it to the full. And a blessed thing it is when this
witness can be borne of his children: “They obey
their Futher's commandments,”

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

This lesson may be grouped around four names—Jer-
emiah, Jonadab, the Rechabites, the Jews....1. Jere-
miah. When he lived, his character, his mission, con-
duet, ete....2. Junadab., Who he was, when he lived,
his ch veeid The B i Their 3
why they were in Jerusulem, how they were tested,
what traits they showed, their after history in modern
times....4. The Jews, Their conduet and character;
how the Rechabites were an example to them. ... A good
lesson from which to talk total abstinenee; yet totul
abstinence is not the main teaching of the lesson, but it
may well be presented, and other texts of Scripture
bearing upon it should be cited....The great duty en~
forced by this lesson is obedience: 1.) To God: 2.) To
parents ...8how from this lesson how God rewards

Lord's message to the people of Judah, and the
promise attached to it. ‘*Jonadab the son of
Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me
forever,” a promise of which we see the fulfillment
in the return of some of the family with the tribe
of Judah after the captivity, as we gather from Neh.
8. 14, and of which there is a trace as late as the
time of Dr. Wolff, the traveler, In strong and sad
contrast to this stands the disobedience of the peo-
ple of Juduh to their heavenly Father and the con-
sequent judgment with which they are threatened.
If obedicnce to the earthly parent is of such im-
portance, how great the call to obey the Father
above!

But the Golden Text directs us to look into the
details of this obedience: * They drink no wine,
but obuy their father's commandment.” The pro-
posal to them to drink wine was a practical test of
their fisthfulness, To have bought a field or house,
und settled down in a homestead, would have been
n matter of some time, and could not have been
done without reflection. But the draught that was
offered seemed but a small thing, which might soon
have been forgotten, Nevertheless they rejected it,
thus proving their abstinence to be not a matter of
mere habit, but of principle, And the principle
underlying it was this: by their futher's command
they condueted themselves as strangers in the land
where their lot was cast, identifying themselves

bedi to parents, and thence how we may look for
reward in diligent and persevering service of God.

Songs from the Epworth Hymnal.
202, I'm a pilgrim, and I'm a stranger.
261. I'm but a stranger here,
801. Lo, a mighty host is rising now.
803. Now to heaven onr prayer ascending.
804. Gushing so bright in the morning light.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

It is a harvest-scene. I see a festive group of brown-
armed workers, T eatch the merry laugh and ringing
shout. I hear the clink of the brimming harvest-cups,
and I see them when lifted and then emptied. But the
sons of Jonadab who are there, the Rechabites, will
not they drink? No, they will not touch the mad
harvest-cup. They hear the voice of their father com-
manding, ** Ye ghall drink no wine.” It is a marriage-
fenst. I watch the guests reclining on the couches at
the marringe-supper. Song and jest go the giddy
round of the banqueters. And now they raise the cup
in whose warm, crimson depths glitter a snake's cold,
jeweled eyes, The sons of Jonadb are there, but they
1ift no snuke-loaded cup. They still hear the voice of
their futher erying, ** Ye shall drink no wine." And
now what does this «tir mean one day in the chamber
of the sons of Hanan. in the temple ? People are bust-
ling in. Here comes Jeremiah. Who are those men he
i® lending along? They are Rechabites, And those
pots and cups on the floor ¥ Wine is there, the snake-
cup of fire, “Drink ye wine," says Jeremiah, Will
they not at the word of the prophet? Hark! There
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comes |

from their lips the noble refusal to touch | spoken to the Jews again and again, sending his proph-

the cup and disobey their futher. The prophet's soul | ets to tell them what God their Father said they must

burns with the flume-winged message of inspiration. l
He sees again and again the obedience of Jonudub's
sons. He beholds Jehoval's propliets going out to
Isruel, In haste to give their messuge, they are leaving
early in the morning, pleading with the people wher-
ever they find souls, in market-place and field, in city- |
streets and lonely mountain-puths, In vain, in vain !
And now the propliet sees the scattering of un exiled
people, while Jo! Wb necds not u descendant to stand
before God forever,

Primary and Intermediate.

LessoN THOUGHT: God's Right to Our Obedience.

Print ** Instruction™ on the board. Tell that God
gent Jeremiah to offer something to the Jews. He had
it to give to them § he wanted them to have it because
he loved them. He has the sume thi o give to us.
He wants us to have it. Whatis it? alk about in-
struction ; explain what it i, using fumiliar illustra-
tion, so that the emallest child may understand. Show
how we muy receive it from God—by hearing him
gpenk. Johnnyis going to do an errand for his father.
How shaull hedo it ? He has to “ yeceive instruetion,”
to be told how to do it, and he can only receive the in-
struction by hearing his father's word, So we must
listen to God if we want to learn how to walk in his
ways,

The Words of Jonadab to his
Sons. God told Jereminh to
tell the Jews how the sons of
Jonadab minded their futher.
He mude a rule that they should
pever drink wine or live in
houses, and although Jonadab
had long since died, none of
| ) nis children's children had
broken the rule, Tell what a healthy race the sons of

dab, or the * Rechabites,” were, and show how
much better it i8, even for this life. to avoid any thing
that can intoxicate. This lesson may be impressed by
burning 8 tea-gpoonful of alcohol, and teaching total
abstinence from all such flery stuff. Tell thut God has
promised long life to those who obey their parents, and
that God followed these obedient children with his
blessing. He knows now who the obedient ones are,
and his blessing rests npon them.

The Words of God to the Jews.

| ORED\ENGE

God said that he had

e 4 - &

LESSON 1V, CAPTIV TY OF JUDAH.

B. C. 687.]
2 Kings 25. 112, [ Commil to memory verses 11,12)
e 1 ANd It came tn puss in the
CAPTIVITY | ninth year of his reign. in the tenth
month, in the tenth day_of the
month, that Neb'n-chud-nez’zar
king of Bal/y-lon eame, he, and all
his host, agninst Je-rn’sa-lem, and
itched agninst it: und they built
forts aguinst it ronnd ahout.

e-kifah.
3 And on the ninth day of the fourth month the
famine prevailed in the city, and there wis no bread for

the people of the land.

4 And the city was broken np, and all the men of
war fled by night by the way of the gate between two
walls, which s by the king's garden: (now the Chal-
dees’ were against the eity ronnd about:) and the king

went the way toward the plain.

5 And the army of the Chal-dees’ pursned after the
Kking, and overtook him in the plains of Jer’i-cho: and

all his army was scattered from him.

2 And the city wne besieged unto
the eleventh year of king Zedr-

1o, and yet they had not obeyed. They were taking
| something much worse than wine—their own will and
way, and he only asked them to take his will and way
which would lead to happiness und safety
would not hear. Therefore he said he would have to
bring trouble upon them. Read verse 17.

But they

Practical Truth for Us. Call out ways in which God

speaks to us—his book, the Bible, our pustors, our
teachers, our parents, who teach us to know God, good
books, ete., etc. Show that God i< inter i
heuring him and minding him. Why? Beciuse he
loves us. Teach that God has a better right to our obe-
dience than Jonadah had to the obedien
| Let children give reasong why God has a right to us,

of his sons.

h that sorrow and certain punishment will follow

disobedience.

Blackboa

BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

, -ON - Soup- Rock
ALL STRER  GROWND
\

\| [ LRECHAB\TES
NNt geacni o . GO B
AR,

T Tcdliia

Here is a great rock—a sure foundation stone. On it
is imbedded the Rechabites. What is this rock ¢ 7ofal
Abstinence. All other ground is sinking sand. This is
the solid platform on which all children, as well as
grown people, should stand, It is immovable, and is
above the danger line.

UNDAY CHOOLS
HOULD TAND ON THE
OLID J)TONE OF
TRICT OBRIETY.

(Jan. 24,

d brought him up to the
nd they gave judgment

6 So they took the klnr.
king of Bab'y-lon to Rilah;

upon him.

7 And they slew the sons of Zed’e-ki’ah before his
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zed’e-ki‘ah, and bound
him with fetters of brass, aud carried him to Bab’y-lon.

8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the
month, which is the nineteenth year of king Neb’u-
chad-nez’zar king of Bab’y-lon. came Nebu-zar-u’dun,
captain of the guard, a servaut of the king of Bab/’y-lon,
unto Je-ru/sa-lem:

9 And he burnt the house of ihe Lorp, and the king's
house, and all the houses of Je-ru’sa-lem, and every
great san's honse burnt he with fire.

10 And all the army of the Chal-dees’, that were with
the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Je-
rusalem round about.

11 Now the rest of the people that were left in the
city, and the fogitives that fell away to the king of
Bab’y-lon, with the remnant of the mult'tnde. did Neb’-
n-zar-n’dan the eaptain of the guard carry away.

12 But the captain of the gunrd left of the poor of the
land fo be vine-dressers and husiandmen.

SRR P
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General Statement,

The wicked
in the last two
people or by

Jehoiakim, whose reign was referred to

lessons, was sluin—w hether by his own
enemies is unknown—after a reign of
eleven years. His son Jeholuchin succeeded to the
throne, but sat upon it only & hundred days, for he was
carried nway captive by Nebuchadnezzar, and vguh him
many of the nobles and bestwf the people. This was
N adnezzar's second invasion of the land, B, C. b68.
He placed upon the throne the uncle of the deposed
king, who was the son of Jusiah, and the brother of Je-
hoinkim. He took the nume of Zedekiah, ** the right-
eousness of the Loxd,” a name which seemed to show a
desire to reign justly. He took an oath of ullegiunce to
the great king of Babylon, and had he kept it all might
have been well. But in un evil hour he followed the
counsels of the ambitious nobles arof nd him, rejecting
the advice of Jeremiah, and rebelled against Nebuchad-

nezzar. He aimed for independence, relying upon the
» Explanatory and
Verse n the ninth year. Zedekiah, the last

king of Judah, began to reign in 598 B. C.; so that the
flual siege of Jerumlcmv which is hera veferred to, be-
gan in 590 B.C. Tenth month. Geikie gives the date
of the investment, December 10, 591 8. C.  This would
make its fall take place in 588, instead of 587. Nebu-
chadaezzar, He was the son of Nubopolassar, the
founder of the Babylonian Empire, and began to reign
about 604 B. C. He was a great warrior, & great con-
queror, and a great builder. Nearly all the bricks found
at Babylon bear his name. He conquered all the lands
from the Tigris to the Mediterranean; but his empire
passed away soon after his death, Babylon. Sce
note on verse 8, below. And all his host. Twice be-
fore had these stern Chaldean soldiers stood around
Joerusalem, once in_ the reign of Jeholakim, when
Daniel and his friends were carried away; again when
the young king Jehoiachin was taken to Babylon,
Against Jerusalem. The cause of their invasion was
the rebellion of Zedekiah, who had aimed to become
ind :pendent of the great king at Babylon. Bailt forts.
Fowers for attack, from which the besiegers could hurl
their missiles into the city. They were sometimes
placed upon wheels and pushed up close to the walls.

2. Unto the eleventh year. The siege lasted for
sixteen months; though it was interrupted for u time,
while the Chaldean army was called away to repel an
attach of Hophra or Apries, the king of Evn!‘ The
Jews rejoiced, thinking that they were now reed from
their enemies. But the Egyptians were repelled and
n‘m Chaldesus returned, to press the siege with greater
vigor,

3. Fourth month,

This date i« wanting in the text,
and i u||||¥llml from the parallel account in Jeremiah
52 'The famine prevailed. Feurful pictures of the
funine are given in the prophecy and Lamentations of
Jevemiah. Nobles, delicately brought up. were stag-
zel ing through the streets, and digging with skeleton

ngers in dung-heaps for a morsel of food. Mothers
boilad and devoured the flesh of their own children.
From the want of food, and the unburied corpses of
the dead, a pestilence was engendered. which swept
away maltitades, le of the land. The city
was crowded with refugees, who had sought its walls
for safety from the Chaldeans. (1) See what are the
wages which Satan gives to those who serve him ! (2) There
18 a hunger of the soul which leads (o a worse fale than
hunger of the body.

4. The city was broken up. A breach was effscted
in the walls, through which the besiegers poured in,
and penetrated to the heart of the city, while the

princes of Nebuchadnezzar took their seats in state at
the entrance of the deserted temple. The men of war
fled. Zedekinh. his family, and a few soldiers escaped
hy night on the side opnosite to that hy which the
(;h;nlr’;mq hml"lnt.erod. d-lw- two walls. Prob-
ably those on the east and west of the Tyropeon Val-
ley. By the king’s garden. This may hnmeen in
the district known as Ophel, south of the temple.
‘Toward the pl His aim was to reach the Jordan
valley near Jericho, and eseape to the mountains of
?ileml on the east of the river. (8) Those who place

mselves under God's care are safer than behind hosts
of men.

5. Pursued. The alarm was given, and detachments

were sent by the only two roads over which the king

lope of assistance from Egypt, and from the smaller
«tates around, all of which were restless under the Buby-
lontun yoke. Having chosen his course, he pursued it
regurdiess of results. He threw Jereminh into prison
because of his opposition to his policy § he compelled
the people to endure heavy burdens of taxation, und he
prepured to defend his capital against the Cl i
Butaull was in vain, Jerusalem’s hour had come.
was besieged by the Chuldeun armies for more than i
yeur, while within its walls the people sturved, and
princes gave their gold for u crust of bread. When the
walls were broken down, Zedekiah tried to escape, but
he was seized, und tuken before King Nebuchudnezzar.
s children were sluin in his sxight, his eyes were |
out, und in blindness he was sent to prison in Babylon.
Thus fell the throne of David, which had stood with
varying fortunes for four hundred and fifty years

Practical Notes. o

might escupe. Overtook him, Josgephus says that the
king was recognized and betrayed to the Chaldeans by
some Jewish deserters, Plains of Jericho, At the
widest part of the Jordun valley, near the Desd Sea,
Army  was scaitered, “Save himsell who cun 1™
said Nupoleon, ulter the battle of Waterloo. h mun
Jooked after his own safety, leaving the king to his ene-

mies. (4) The wicked are seffish, und care Jor them-
selves ulone.
'hey took the kifig. The Chaldeans at last

seized their prey. To Riblah, A city in the valley of
Lebanon, thirty-five miles nort h of Baalbec, und ten
duys' journey from Jerusalem, With what misery did
Zedekinh travel up the steep hills toward his doom !
They gave judgment. Josephus relutes that Nebu-
chadnezzar repronched Zedekiah bitterly for his ingrat-
itude and perfidy to his promise, und then gave him his
cruel sentence. in is sure to find out the sinner.

(5) Si
(6) God usex the cruelty of one wicked man to punish the
sins of another. X

7. Slew the sons. The last lance of the hanless
king was cast upon his own children, slanghtered for
his crimes. (7) 8o now the innocent childven of the
drunkard and the wrong-doer are the heaviest sufferers
bg their sins. Put out the eyes. Probably by piercing
them with javelins ; perhaps by the hand of Ne huchnd-
nezzar himself, as monuments show to have heen the
custom of Assyrian kings and him, From Ezek.
19. 9, (Rev. Ver.) it has been supposed that he was
dragged by & hook through his lips. and placed in &
cage. just ns may he seen on the Ninevite bas-reliefs,
Carried him to Babylon. Jereminh had prophesied
(32. 4) that Zedekiah should see and spenk with the king
of Babylon; Ezekiel had predicted (12. 13) that he
should be brought to Babylon and die there. hut <honld
not see it, and both predictions were fulfilled. He died
in prison. but his ohscquies were celebrated with the
honors befitting u king. Jer. 34.4,5. (8) God. who ful-

Jills his warnings, is equally sure to keep ail his promises.

8. In the fifth month, After its capture the city
stood for & month awaiting orders from Nebuchadnez-
zar. Nineteenth year, As Zedeklah was no longer
Kking, the date is given from the accession of Nebuchad-
nezzar, which was in 604 or 605 B. C. Illb;lnn. One
of the most ancient cities of the world, foun: ed by Nim-
rod, and standing on hoth sides of the river Euphrates,
For many centuries It was overshadowed by and subject
to the younger city of Nineveh. but beeame independ ent
ahout B. C. 625, and =oon «upplanted it< rival inthe em-
pire of the East, Under Nebuchadnezzar it rose to
vast size and great beanty. It was surronnded hy walls
three hundred and fifty feet high, eighty-ceven feet
thick, plerced by one hundred gates. Within it were
the temple of Bel. and the famons hanging gardens on
an artificial hill, commanding n view of the entire elty.
It was eaptared by Cyrns B, C. 538, and ngain by Da-
rins Hystaspes, who despoiled it. after which it gradn-
aly sank into ruin, and has long bheen nnoceupied.
Nebuzarendan, eaptain of the guard, Literally,
+Chief of the executioners.” He was the officer to
whom was intrusted the destruction of the city.

9. 10. Burnt the house of the Lord. The temple,
which had heen standing for more than four hundred
years. The kinz's house, This probahly stood near
the temple, perhiips on its sonthern side. All the
houses, The Rev. Ver, reads, ** All the .louses of Je.
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rusalem, even every great man's house,” They de- ( had deserted to Nebuchudnezzar during the siege,
e houses thut were of uny importance. Carry away, To Bubylon, a journey of nearly twelve
! e walls, The l't'll'.-llll\l for lhlh deul&lﬁ- Lundred miles.
tion was partly to revenge upon the Sews their rebell- | 32, Left the poor. There wa# stil 'ge popula-
1on, partly to ngnku safe and sure the frontier of the | tion of the poorer cluss; inc:emaetl ululn?:‘l:'e”dv}xu!-(“u‘:e
empire tow ard Egypt, by leaving no strongholds to be | of the Chaldeans by those who had escaped and
held by enemies. been in hiding. To be vine-dressers and husband-
11. The rest of the people. All except the poorest | men. Farm lands were nssigned to them (Jer. 89. 10)
and w est, who were not considered worth currﬂlng and they were placed undar the rule of Gedalinh, 8 friend
into captivity. I'he fugitives that fell away. There of Jeremiah, und a grandson of Shaphan, who had
Wis a4 purty among the Jews who fuvored the Chaldeans, wided in the reforms of Josiah. (9 Offener than men
seeing that opposition wis useless. These and others | vealize, it « well to be poor and obecure.

HOME READINGS. How long did this captivity lust ¥
M. Cuptivity of Judah, 2 Kings 25, 1-12, What pathetic fragment of song composed at this time
7. 'L he captivity mrutlluhl. Jer. 1-14. | does our Golden Text give ¥
W. Jerusalem detaced. 2 Kings 2. 13-21, -
7h. The desolation foreshown.  Ezek. 13, 8- ‘ Practical Teachings.
¢ he Suviour's mourning for Jerusulem. Matt. | Tsruel and Judah ave types of human lite —

2. 34-39. \ 1. Sinning early in life.
5. The desolation of Jerusulem. Pea. 79, 1-13. 2 Often warned by God's word.
®. Mourning for Judah. Psa. 157, 1-9. \ 3. Tenderly loved even in sin.

4. Freely forgiven whenever ropomnnl.‘

GOLDEN TEXT. 5. Tervibly punished if persistent in sin.
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, How in your ifé golug !

we wept, when we remem‘)eted Zion, Psa. 137, 1.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
l 1. A Besieged City, v. 1-8.
'Who besieged Jerusalem ¥

LESSON HYMNS.
Why ¢ 2 Kings 24. 20

No. 1, Dommnion Hymnal. A $
= With what was the city surrounded ¥
0 for a thousand gongues to sing How long did the siege lust ¥
My great RedeeTner s praise ! What cnrnmny fell upou the people ¥

No. 275, Dominion Hymnal, 2. A Captured King, v, 4-7.

3 ity rrace How did the siege end ?
h‘:\l»,';:“p:&: 'h(\:‘:nib(l))' ;,ek thy face, What did the defenders of the city do?
Bend from heaven thy dwelling-place: Where was the king captur
Hear, forgive, and save. Before whom was he taken ¥
What punishment wug inflicted upon him ?
No. 206, Dominion H:mnal. To what plice was he finally tuken ¥
One more hymn we'll sing at parting, What prophet predicted Zedekiah's fate? Jer.32. 4.
One wore strain of umwlur;nlu. 3. A Destroyed Uity, v. 8-10.
'Who was sent to the captured city ?
TIME.—587 B, C. End of kingdom of Judah. In What havoe did he cause ¥
Greece. the 48th Olympiad. Year of Rome. 166. What did his army destroy ! .
PLACE.—Sume as in Lesson 11, also Riblah. What spoil was carried away ? 2 Chron. £6. 18.
4. A Captive People, v. 11. 12.

RULERS.—Same ag in Lesson 11. except Zedekiah, . a R8s =
twentieth and la<t king of Judah, reigning 508-087 B.C. .Iw-oh:,‘:;r;,ﬁ:;'le“: ':,:3’,‘:.‘:.':“&1,
CONNECTING LINK.—Twenty years have elapeed. Who-were left in the land ¥
Jehoinkim's reign hﬁﬂhe;\ded. Nehmmdse?m;rkl‘ms For what purpose
made the country a Baby onian province, Je hoinkim.
eight years old, imt heen made king: his government Teachings of the Lesson.
hae rebelled, and Nehuchadnezzar having AgRin ap- Where are we ““"ﬁl;“ from this lesson—1. The dnr:lger

ared before Jernsalem. has enrried the king awuy‘ of evil doing ¢ e cruelty of wicked men? 8 The
enptive and_pnt Zedekiah in his place. An evil reign fate of a people who forget God ?
nas followed, ending in the destruction of the city and &

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

the captivity of the people.
DOCTRINAL SU oEsTioN.—The wages of #in. Who besieged Jerusalem in the reign of Zedekiah ¥
L . Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,

How long did his army surround it? A year and a

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS. h

1. A Besiezed City, v. 1-3.
‘What is meant by the phrase. “A Ml\e:ed city "
What means were taken to * hesiege " Jernsalem ?
What were the effects of this slece before the city fell ¥
What other gieges did Jernsalem sustain ¥

alf.
What was Zedekiah and his soldiers obliged to do ¥

To fy by night.
Who pursued them ? Nebuchadnezzar and his

arm
W

befell Zedekinh ¢ He was taken prisoner.
at was the fate of his xons ¥ They were killed

W
hefore his e

2. A Captored King, v. 4-7. es.
Did Zedekiah the king surrender ® What was *elmchndneum"w command for Zedekinh ¥
What does his escape show as to the completeness of | ;rhat his eyes be put out and he be thrown into
the environment ? prison.

Tow was his eapture effected ? What wne done to Jerusalem * The holy temple

'hW'hut'chnnze; hl\;: the' years since then brought In | and all the walls and houses were burned.
e treatment of captives “4 S0 as t entirely d
Were any other kings of Judah ever made eaptives ! | ghe . ';"‘d they do this? afies y demroy
3. A Destroyed City, v.8-10. What became of the people ! Many were killed.
How much of Jerusalem wa# destroyed ? | Vhat of those who were spared ¥ early all were
Name some of the * great houses * probably burned carried ns slaves to heathen lands. (Repeat tle
hy Nebuzar-adan. 2 8am. 5. 11 : 2 Kings 7. 1. GOLDEN TEXT.)
How many vears had been epent in building up this Why did the p
magnificent city ¥ #0/ e they left the Lord of their fathers
i any other destretion ever come upon this city ¥ | and bowed down to idols. X
4. A Captive People, v 11. 12, Did ﬂ:aI: idols give them help? Noj they had no
‘What prophecy was falfillad by this eaptivity ? power to do 80.
Ave thrrelnuy 'sther Scripture instances of a people Could @od have helped them ? Wes, if they had
M“kd |"W"y mfp“‘.e’ hi ivit: m‘:v!'lm l:ol::m‘:"d always give his people ? Vietory
4 3
m:n h?l:!, before had the prophecy of captivity first over thelr enemies.

ple of Juduh have guch trouble and

Bece
God,
awiny
tives,
and 1
happy
they ¢
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Words with Little People. ‘
Because the Jews obeyed not the commandments of
God, he let the king of Babylon carry many of them |
away from their pleasunt homes in J alem as cap- \
tives, The GOLDEN TEXT tells *‘ou where they went
and how they felt. Did wrong-doing ever make you |
happy in the end ¥ Which i# better to do, disobey as
they did, or as in Job 36. 11 ¥

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. How long did the kingdom of Judah last ¢ Four

2. What was the cnl:ne of its destruction? The
wickedness of its people.

3. What was Lhu‘:mlxa of its lust king ¥ Zedekiah, 'I

4, By whom was it destroyed ¥ By the Chaldeans
under Nebuchadnezzar,

S. What became of Jerusalem and the temple ¥
They wore burned, »

6. Where were the people of Judah taken captive ¥
To Babylon.

7. Whym did they say, as given in the GOLDEN TEXT !
By the rivers, etc,

CATECHISM QUESTION.
6. How did Jesus Christ show that he was a Teacher
sent from God ?
B, pcr'onnill‘: signs and wonders such as could Le
performed only by the power of God,
[John iii. 2.]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Results of Sin in this Life.

1. War.
Kingof Babylon ...came. ...against Jerusalem. v. 1.
W All these are the beginning of sorrows,” Matt.
4.8,
II. Waxr.
The famine prevailed in the city. v. 8.
“/he crown is fallen from our head." Lam. 5. 16.
I11. DEsTRUCTION,
The city was broken up. v. 4. N
“ How doth the city it solitary.” Lam. 1. 1.
IV, FAILURE.
So they took the king. v. 6.
“Thou shalt not escape.” Jer. 34. 8.

V. Sorrow.
Slew the sons. ...before his eyes. v. 7.
“The seed of the wicked shall be cut oft.” Psa.
87.98.

VI. DARgNESS.
Put out the eyes of Zedekiah. v. 7.
“ Blinded....them which believe not.” 2 Cor. 4. 4.
VII. BoNDAGE.
Carried him to Babylon. v.11.
+ Delivered me into their hands.” Lam.1.14.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Lessons of the Captivity.

1. The captivity was the result of sin, and the lesson
of all history is that national wrong is followed by na-
tional woe. The only safety of England and America,
the two great nations of to-day, is in their righteous-

ness,

2. We see in thelast king of Judah, as we saw in the
first, the results of following evil counsel. If Zedekiah
had been wise, and followed the advice of Jeremiah, he
might have lived in honor. |

3. We see that even God's people are forsaken when |
they forsake God. To have the name of God's people |
will not save those who are unfaithful to their God. |

4, We see that rank and greatness have their perils, I
from which a lowly position is free. What vine-dresser l

in Judah would have chunged places with the blinded
captive Zedekiah ?

5. Even the darkest cloud has a silver lining. The
captivity was after all the means of Israel's new life
and new faithfulness, Out of those captives God called
forth a uew nation,

Knglish 1eacher's Notes.
Tuene is a story told of two rabbis in the Holy

| Land of whom one was weeping, the other laughing,

“Why do you weep?” suid the second rabbi to
the first. *1 weep,” replied he, * because of the

| hill of Zion, which is desolate, and foxes walk over

it (Lam. 5.18). But tell me, how is it possible
for you to laugh 1" *“T laugh,” rejojned the other,
t because I sce that the threatenings of God have
been fulfilled to the very letter in the state of our
city and country. Is mot his promise of restoration
equally sure of fulfiliment ¢

1 have piaced this story at the commencement of
my “notes,” because 1 think it indieates the best
line to pursue in teaching the passage for to-day.
Thie sad story of the fall of Jerusalem and the captiv-
ity of Judah is a striking instance of the faithful-
ness of God’s word, of the sure and certain fulfill-
ment of ull that word forctells.

Two Sundays ago we read the solemn warning of
Jeremiah, spoken, by divine direetion, to the mul-
titudes who assembled at the gate of the temple,
proud of their position and privileges, and confident
in their strength, To-day we are shown, in the
Golden Text, & sud contrast—a company of exiles,
mourning over the loss of all whercin they had
gloried, weeping by the * waters of Babylon,” for
that which was now nothing but a fond memory—
“ we wept . . . when we remembered Zion.” And
in the passage for reading we have a short but ter-
rible picture of the accomplishments of the judg-
ments which had been predieted by the prophet,
One only of the evils threatened ix not included
here, its fulfiliment having taken place earlier,
namely, the drought (Judges 10-12) of which we
get a deseription in Jer. 14. 1-6. The passage
gives us, i

1. The siege—predicted in Jer, 8. 14-16. The
Chaldeans have at last encompassed Jerusalem.
They have encamped round about the city so that
no fugitives can escape, and no supplies cun enter
from without. And the siege is not simply a
blockade, It is actively carried on. There are
 furts " or “sicge towers” built round about it—
huge ercetions on which engines could be placed
for throwing destructive missiles into the city, or
perhups movable towers, from which the besicgers
attempted to reach the top of the walls. For
cighteen months the siege lnsts, and after a time the
supply of food grows short, and then comes,

9. Thefamine—predicted in Jer, 9. 16 (see also
Jor. 82, 26), and bringing in its train the pestilence.
Jor. 9. 21, This forms one of the chief horrors of a

long siege. At the siege of Haarlem, in the Low
Countrics (1578), the inhabitants wero reduced to eat
the hides of horses and oxen, and even boiled
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shoe-leather, consuming also the nettles and gr
from the church-yards, At Leyden men and women
quarrcled with dogs for scraps of food to be found
in the gutter, and the pestilence there carried off six
or seven thousand people. A description of the
famine at Jerusalem is given in Lum. 2. 11,12,19;
4, 4, ete. 5. 10,

3. The .rlig//:t—pmlickcd Ezek. 12, 1-12. At
last the city can hold out no longer, and the enemy
pours in. The gate *' by the Kking's garden” (sup- |
posed to be at the south-eastern corner of the Tyro-
peon valley) is perhaps less watehed in the moment
of victory, and king and soldiers try to save them- |
selves this way. Butin vain. There follows,

4, The a«u’unl—prulicwd Jer. 9. 16; Ezek. 5. 12.
First, the sons of Zedekiah, later on the principal
men of the city, fall by the hands of the Chaldeans,
besides further slaughter ut a still later period.
See Jer. 41. 42,

5. The carrying away t'apfive——p\'cnliclml Jer. 9.
16. The city they loved and the temple on which
they prided themselves have been destroyed by the
flames. And now the old familiar scenes must be
left, the inheritance of their fathers given up, und
they who hud been a separate people, distinet from
and unlike the nations round about, go into cap-
tivity in u strange land, The fall of Jerusalem, the
ruin of the kingdom of Juduh, is complete.

Thus the word of God in its threatenings of judg-
ment was fulfilled.

Was that the end of Judah and Jerusalem? No.
At the very time that these things began to come
to pass the promise of future restoration was given.
Jer. 82. 86, 87, ete. After seventy yeurs had passed
this word was also fulfilled, as we shall read later
on. But where are the Jews now? Scattered—
fur more widely than during that first captivity, in
some countries even now treated with conterpt
and cruelty, while their city and country are in the

hands of strangers. Again in their case the threat-
enings of God's word have been fulfilled. The

of that word. Dare we trifle with such a word—a
word thay tells us plainly that the ** wages of sin is
death,” and that ** whatsoever 8 man soweth, that
shall he also reap 1"

But us surely as those seventy years of captivity
passed away, 80 shall also the centuries of dispr-
gion and suffering for the Jews have an end. The
word of the Lord is pledged to restore them. Isa,
43.5,6. The Bible tells of a glorious future for
them. And yet more glorious are the promiscs to
the Church of Christ, *‘where there is neither
Greek nor Jew.” Col. 8. 4, 11. Rend the last two
chapters of Revelation, and say, would you not like
to make these promises your own?

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,
In connection with this lesson, it might he well to re-
view the ndmes of all the twenty kings of Judah. Write
their initials, and have them repeated, if there is time
for u preliminary lesson—R., A, A, 3., 7., A, Qu. Ay
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mup ; locate Babylon, Ribluh, Jerusulen show the
route of Nebue hadnezzar's mareh, und that of the cap-
tives to Babylon... Show the immediute crimes of
Zedekinh leading to his dethronement urd captivity
1.) Ambition ; 2.) Following evil counsel ; 3.) False-
hood ; 4.) Distrust of God....Show the results of sin in
this life, from the Analyticaland Biblical Outline....Do
not fail to notice that the iunocent children of Zedekiuh
suffered for his crimes, und illustrate the sume principle
now....The judgment of Zedekiah a type of another
judgment to come. ... How God brought good out of the
evil of the c.lpn\ll)..,.'l‘cll about another Jerusalem,
the city of God, which shall never be destroyed, and
of which we may ull be citizens.

Freeyan's Hanp-Boox Verse 1:
Ver. 4: Fortifications, Ver, 7:
), Ver.8: The

References.
Theé * fort,” 565.
Prisoners blinded, 800; Fetters,

| captain of the guard, 71, Ver. 11: Deportation, 352

Songs from the Epworth Hymnal,
133. How firm a foundation.
109. Depth of merey.
180. He leadeth me.
168. My Jesus, as thou w ilt.
162. Art thou suddened ¥

Blackboard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

‘DESOLATIO

TUDR

Jew is a living, universal witness to the faithfulness | Io::h(l‘: :“;‘::‘:0::?;‘;::‘":‘:; I::::;le;lr :‘;em‘::‘:;?mnz

“ Judah. Their sun has gone down : darkness and des-
olation is over the land. Captivity is the condition of
the people. Jerusalem is destroyed. Will the sun rice
] agnin ?
| Suaeestion. Make the sketch before the session of
1 the school, and, if you use colored chalk, make the
| word Judah in brown or blue, and the other words in
stronger, brighter colors. \
JERUSALEM DESTROYED,

408 years after David's reign began,
424 years after Solomon's Temple.
888 years after Revolt of Ten Tribes.

Lesson Word-Fletures.
0 sad, sad day! Stand on Jerusalem's walls and look
off. On every side is an armed host! Toward the
Great Sen, along tne roads to Damascus, Jericho, He-
bron, all around the deep, rugged ravines, wherever any
important position i8 to be covered, there i8 the grim
| Chaldean, See the ** forts " that stubborn and deflant
| have been * built against " the city “round ahont."
| And hark! With what a erashing sound the hpge bat

tering-rams are driven aguinst the wallg!  How the
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people down in the streets, at the sound, start and
tremble and try to run! The people down in the
strects? They dou’t look strong enough to bear a
violent tremble, and a# for running, it is very brief.
Such pale, hungry, weak creatures! It is Famine gaunt
and hollow eyed that mocks the children erying for
bread, und mocks the futhers who do not cry, but, faint
und disheartened, go to the walls and try to fight the
Chaldeun, Thal enemy daily crowds nearer. The
rents in the poor old walls gape bigger and bigger as
the crush and thunder of the battering=rams grow
heavier und heavier. It i8 useless to hold out
longer," cries Jerusalem, And listen! One night,
there i8a hurried, heavy trampling down in the city's
streets. **The men of war ure fleeing! ™ The battered,
tumbling gates are forced buck, and out they go! The
Kking too is there. He goes by ** the way toward the
plain.”" Hark, Zedekiuh! The Chaldeun chariots are
rumbling behind you, for your flight is known. Now,
hurry, huriy! Drive fuster, faster, O king! Hungry,
trembling fugitive, though a crown is on his head!
Alus! he is overtaken, He is snatched awuy and borne
to Babylon's king. Zedekiah's sight is continued long
enough to witness the sliughter of his song, und then,
after this cruel service, their light is extinguished for-
ever. In brazen fetters, sightless and friendless, he is
carried to Bubylon, Another day of shame for Jerusu-
lem. Bubylon's king has sent a captain to complete the
destruction already begul Look down into the streets

and you will see men every-where running with torches. \

There flames toward the sky the house of u noble, and
here smokes and crackles the beautiful iome of the
king. Audseel From the temple itgell ghoot up the
angry flames!
rouving fire, till Jerusalem is only a blackened cinder,
Now, the Chaldeans have gone to the walls, Is there
any goodly tower and strong shulwark ™ still in

placet Down. down in confusion, the heavy gtones are 1

rolled, and Zion's head bowed in shame still lower.
Wh n a long, tearful captive-line files off toward Baby-
lon, and turns to see dear Jerusalem once more, only a
blackened stone heap is there.
the white moonlight the jackal undisturbed roves
through the forsaken, fire-rnvaged streets, and hungry-
eyed prowls in the very Holy Place of the temple.

Primary and Intermediate.
Lessox Tuovent. Sin Works Ruin. Ask what the
great sin of the Jews was. and show that idolatry is
just not wanting God, and putting something or some-

body in his place. Tell whut some of the idol« are
that children worship—play, nice clothes, good food,
their own way, etc., und teuch that Jesus is the only
cure for idolatry,

- God's Punishment for Sin.
Ask what Jeremiah had fore-
told ubout Jerusalem. Tell
something about the beauty
and glory of the holy city and
the love the Jews had for it.
Tell that it was its outward
beauty that they loved, and
not the beauty that God wants
us to love. Tell how the army
of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came aguinst

QAPTIVE. |

| Jerusalem, and made forts around it from which they

shot darts und arrows at the Jews who were on the
walls or towers of the city, so that no dne could go in
or out of the gates, Jeremiah the prophet was shut
up in the city, and the king, Zedekiah, wanted him to
pray that the city might be saved. Jeremiuh told the

‘ king that if he would not fight any more the city should
| not be burned and he would not be put to death. But
| Zedekiah would not obey the Lord.

When there was
no more food left in the city, the king fled with his
army, out of the city. but the Chaldeans followed him
and brought him back to Nebuchndnezzar, and he had

| his eyes put out and was kept in prison until he died.

Tell that this was becanse he disobeyed God. Then
tell how the city wus burned—the temple. the king's
palace, and all the beautiful houses in the city, and all
the walls around the city were broken down. \is

| was God's punishment of the Jews for not obeying

All over the city ravages the ungry, “him. Call for Golden Text, and teach that when it

was too late, the people wept for their beautiful
city which had been destroyed for theirown sin.

ch

| that some day we too shall have to weep if we do not

mind God.

Practical Truth for Us. Make a heart on the board,
and teach that God wants each little heart for his tem-
ple. Make something to represent forts around the

Night comes, and in | heart, and tell that enemies are in these forte, wait-

ing to destroy the temple, Let children help to name
the enemies in the forts, such as pride, self-will, ete., and
ghow that they are watching their chunce to get in and
destroy the place which God wante kept for himself,
What ean protect the heart ? If Zedekiah had listened
to God and obeyed him. he and his city would have been
saved; but he chose his own way, and so sin worked
ruin. Let us choose God's way.

B. C. 605.]
Dan. 1. 8-21.

[ Commit to memary verses 20, 21.]

8 But Dan‘iel purposed in his
heart that he wonld not defile him-
self with the portion of the king's
ment. nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of
the prince of the eanuchs that he
might not defile himself.

9 Now God had brought Dan‘iel
into favor and tender love with the

. prince of the eunuchs.

10 And the prince of the eunnchs gaid unto Dan‘iel, T
fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your ment
and yonr drink: for why shonld he sec your faces worse
1iking than the children which are of your sort ¥ then
shall ye make me endanger my head to the king,

rince of
ish’a-el,

11 Then said Dan‘iel to Mel’zar, whom the
the ennnchs hnd set over Dan‘iel, Han‘a-ni‘ah,
and Az/n-ri‘ah,

12 Prove thy servants, T heseech thee, ten days; and
let them give us pulse to eat, and water Lo drink,

LESSON V. DANIEL IN BABYION.

[Jan, 31.

18 Then let our countenances be looked upon before
thee. and the countenance of the children that eat of
the portion of the king's meut: and as thou seest, deul
with thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved
them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their countenances ap-
peared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children
Which did ent the portion of the King's ment.

16 Thus Mel’zar took away the portion of their meat,
nm‘! the wine that they should drink; and gave them
pulse.

17 As for these four children, God gave them knowl-
edge and kil in all lenrning and wigdom: and Dan‘iel
bad understanding in all visions and dreams.

18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said
he ghould bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs
brought them in before Neb'n chad nez’zar,

19 And the king communed with them; and among
them all was found none like Dan‘iel, Han’a-ni’ah,
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e ————————
Misha-el, and Az’a-ri’ah: therefore stood they before
the King.

20 Aud in all matters of wisdom and understanding,
that the king inquired of them, he found them ten times

better than all the magici;
in all his realm.

21 And Dan‘iel continued even unto the first year of
king Cy’rus.

ans and ustrologers thut were

General Statement.

We are now taken across plains und deserts from Je-
rasalem to Babylon. Around the great Arabian desert,
in the route of the captives, it is u journey of twelve
hundred miles. We follow the valleys of Lebanon
northward to the Euphrates, and then travel down its
stream until at last we come to Babylon, the mistress of
the East, and the lady of kingdoms. In the duys of
Nebuchadnezzar it was a vast city, with stroug walls
and lofty buildings ; now it lies in ruin, without even
an Arabian tent upon its gite. In the compuny of the
first captives, who wera taken from Jerusalem in the
reign of Jehoiakim, B. 3. 607, there were a number of
young prinees, chosen for their beauty and intelligence,
to dwell in the congqueror’s palace. Four of these
princes formed a little group, who, in exile from the
and of their fathers, among idol-worshipers, sur-

Explanatory and

Verse 8. Daniel. One of the noblest personages in
Pible history, eminent for his exalted rank, his pure
charueter. and his high inspiration. He belonged to a
noble family, perhaps related to the king. und wus one
of the young princes carried captive to Babylon in the
reign of Jehoiakim, B. C. 607, probubly as hostages for
the loyalty of the government. At the court of Nebu-
chadnezzar, his talents and character, aided by the
favor of God, brought him into notice and honor. He
juterpreted the visions of the great king, and was ad-
vanced to high position, which he retained through all
the changes of the throne, until the reign of Cyrus.
He lived to witness the return of his people from cap-
tivity, B. C. 536, but, on account of his extreme uge, re-
mained in Chaldea until his death, the date of which is
unknown. Purposed in his heart, It was a solemn,
deliberate resolution, springing from the conscience,
and fixed in the will. (1) Noble deeds are inspired by
noble determinations. (2) Notice how one young man's
will influenced others. Would not defile himself.
1.) Because the Jewish la v was very strict in reference
o food, and the royal tables contained meats ceremo-
nially * unclean.” 2. At every bunqi®t an oblation of
food und drink was offered to the gods, thus making the
partakers worshi idols. 8.) The f was often a part
of the idol sacrifices, hence to_eat it would indirectly
sanction idolatry. 4.) The rich food of the palice
tended to excess and corruption of morals, and the
Juxury of Babylon was the great cause of its ruin.
5.) The purpose of the king may have been to muke
these young Jews satisfied with the palace and forget-
ful of their own land. 6.) Perhaps Daniel deemed
feasting unsuitable in eaptives who were mourning for
Zion. 'The king's meat. Such refusal to partake of
food is common in the East, where custe in some_form
is universal, The wine. Drunkenness led to Baby-
Jon's overthrow, for it was ca tured by Cyrus while
the guards were intoxicated by feasting. Daniel's reso-
Jution would be wise for the young men of our time;
for in America seventy thousand people die every year
through strong drink. He requested. Notice through-
out this lesson the courtesy and gentleness which e
companied Daniel's strong purpose. The prince of
the cunuchs, The officer in charge of the young
princes, named Ashpenaz. (8) A gentle manner helps a
firm purpose.

9. God had brought. (4 Whatever honor and regard
we receive from men is the qift of God. and for it he
should be praised. Favor and tender love. Rev, Ver.,
“gavor and compassion.™ The gentleness and attriet-
jve munners of Daniel, aided by his rare peisonnl
beauty (ver. 4). gained affection. (5 We should eulli-
vate the traits which will not only please God, but win
favor from men.

10. 1| fear my lord the king. The king. having
given orders concerning the food of the young men,
might be enraged if he found hix commands disoheyed,

and after the arbitrary manner of Oriental despots,
mizht send the offending officer at onee to the reaffold.
Worse liking. Looking not <o well. 'Than the chil-
dren. The Rev, Ver. changes this very properly to
syouths, for it refers to young men. Of your wsort,
Of your class or circle,

rounded by all the enticements und pleasures of a pal-
ace, resolved Lo live faithtul to the God of Isrnel. In
the pursuance of this purpose, they determined to fore-
go the pleasures of the Bubylonish feusts, which would
the wicked, und to par-
take of food und drink offered to idols, There was
some danger that this abstinence w ould expol

the wrath of the king, but they made triu
rewarded with the il,‘lpl‘u‘l:ﬂ of their consc
favor of God, und the respect of their fellow-men.
Daniel, who was their leader, was endowed with rare
gifts, both in statecraft and in sacred lore, und soon at-
tracted notice from the King, W ho advanced him to the
highest place among his counselors, He lived in honor
until extreme old age, and witnessed the return of his
fellow-countrymen from exile.

Practical Note .
Melzar  Not a proper name, butan official titles
& ard.” and so translated in Rev. V
Mishael, and Azariah, Duniel's t
companions, whose names had been chunged by the king
to Shadrach, * messenger of the king" Meshach,
“servant of the god Sheshach,” and Abed-nego, **serv-
ant of the god Nego.”

12. Prove thy servants. Put the matter to the
test. Pulse. A general term for whatever is grown
from seeds, here referving to vegetable food, Water
to drink. A wise choice, in preference to the brain-
consuming liquors of the kin s table. If our lund
would try the same test, it wou d suve each year thirty-
five million dollars, the cost of supporting hulf & million
of panpers, (6) Let us all be members of Daniel's tem=
perance society.

13, 14, Then let our countenances. A fair trial,
to pluce these young abstainers beside the feasters ut
the royal banquets, and see which company presented
the more healthy and vigorous appearance. (%) No
total abstainer need dread comparison with those who
lndulg{: in worldly dissipation. Said & man ut Francis
Murphy's meeting, “It hae cost me ten thousand dol-
Jars to bring my nose to its present state of perfection!™
He consent A courteous request obtained favor,
where & peremptory demand might have been refused.
Proved them. They lost the delights of the hanquets,
the wmpunl‘ of the revelers, the toothsome viunds, the
delicious wines. They gnined vigor of body, freshness
of zomplexion, strength of mind, Their consciences
were kept in peace, their God wae honored, and their
companions held them in vespect, (8) Remember the
old proverd, ** Loaden stomachs make leaden brains.”

15, 16, Thelr countenances. Rev. Ver,, “ Their
countenances appeared fairver, and they were fatter in
flesh.”” The fuce is often the mirror of the soul. The
glutton, the drunkard, and the debnuchee car the
stamp of their deeds upon their features, A depraved
character corrupts the flesh that covers it. The fair
fuces and strong frames of these young men came from
their simple diet, their pure life, and, above all, the
blessing of God. _(9) * A crust of God's carving is better
than a banguet of our own provi ding.""—Beadle.

17. These four children, Rev. Ver.,  These four
youths,” God gave them knowledge. Knowledee
ind brain-power come from application and thonght,
yet all the same are they the gift of God. Learning
and wisdom. One word meauns information, the other
kil in the nse of it. Not every Jeurned man i8 a wise
man. Understanding in all vislons, Oneiromancy.
or the interpretation of dreams, was a suhject of study
among the Chaldean sages, who had reduced it to u
seience. By divine power the young Hebrew captive
obtained a knowledge surpugsing the musters of the
art. Dreams, At thie time dreams rarely possess any
significance, being generally the vagaries of the mind
during sleep, Bt in the ancient days, before theg
Scriptures were written. or the Spirit of God was £0
abundantly bestowed, God gave to men the flickering
gleam of instruction throngh these instrumentalities,
¢'1‘(_)> (‘I::w high our privilege, to walk in the light of the
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18, 19. At the end of the days. After the period
of probation or trainiug in the knowledge of the Chal-
deins, Brought th in. They were introduced to
the king. Cow ed with them. He conversed
with them, to i 1 their knowledge and their char-
acter, There was tound none. The highest wisdom
is that learned at the feet of God; and the king showed
penetration in his upprecation of it

20, 21. He found them ten times better. The
priestly caste wmong the Chaldeans mingled much

superstition with their learning. But in these young
men were found o clearness of vision which made thew
counsel much more valuable than that of the magicinng.
Daniel continued. In a position of honor and influ-
ence. King Cyrus, Cyrus was the conqueror of the
Chaldeans and the emanciputor of the Jews. He began
to reign over Babylon ubout B. C. 538, though at first
having Darius as the nominnl head of the kingdom.
Daniel must have been between eighty and ninety years
of nge at_his accesgion. (11) Temperance leads to lony
tife us well as honor.

HOME READINGS.
A7, Daniel in Babylon. Dan. 1. 8-21.
7'w. Daniel taken to Bubylon. Dun. 1. 1-8.
. The body to be pure. 1 Cor, 6. 12-20.
7%. How the body should be used. Rom, 12.1-8.
#. Understanding in dreams. Dan. 2. 24-45.
5. Knowledge from God. James 1. l-l‘{t.
8. A source of cleansing. Psu. 119. 9-16.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Wherewithal shall a young man clennse his
way ! by taking heed thereto according to thy
word. Fsa, 110.9.

LESSON HYMVINS,
No 8, Dominion Hymnal.
Come, let us join our cheerful songs
With angels round the throne.
No. 107, Dominion Hymnal.
Stand up ! stand up for Jesus !
Ye soldiers of the cross!
No. 102, Dominion Hymnal,

Only an armour-bearer, firmly I stand,
Waiting to follow at the King's command.

TIME.—605 B. C. Time when the first company of
Jews were carried captive to Babylon, or soon alter,
In Greece, the 43d Olympiad. Year of Rome, 148,

PLACE.—Babylon. (See Descriptive Index.)

RULERS.—Same as in Lesson IT.

CONNECTING LINK.—An incident in the life of
four captive Jews, showing God's care for his people
and the manner in which he pre, ared, before the final
captivity, a friend in high position at the court of the
great king.

DoctrINAL SUGaESTION—(G0d's watchful care.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. True to God, v.8-16,

Who was Daniel ?

What was his character as shown in our lesson ?

What is it to be true to God ¥

What temptations would naturally surround one at
such a court ?

What rule does our Golden Text give for such temp-
tations as assail the young ?
2. Honored of Men, v. 17-21.

How were these young Jews honored ?

Why were they thus honored ?

How long a time had they been students in the lore of
the Chaldeans ?

What elements of character in these young men were
the foundations of the honor they rece ved

Can you find another instance of a young man who
was true to his God, and honored of men in a strange

land ?
Practieal Teachings.

Where in this lesson is fidelity to conscience taught ?

¢ W?‘::r,e is the benefit of obedience to God's law
ang

Where is the duty of doing with our might what our
hands find to do shown ?

Daniel added to his faith, virtue ; to virtue, knowl-
edge ; to knowledge, temperance. Do you ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARE,
1. True to God, v, §-16.
What purpose had Daniel formed ?
Of whom did he ask permission ?
How was Daniel regarded by his master ?
What caused this regard ¥ Prov. 16. 7
Why did the prince hesitate to grant Daniel's peti-
N

tion ?
o whom did Daniel then apply ? .
What trin) did he propose ¥
For how long a time ¥
What was the result of the trial *
What diet wus granted to Daniel and his friends ?

2. Honored of Men, v. 17-21,

How did the four Hebrew captives prosper ?

What special gift had Daniel ¥

How long was the training of the young men con-
tinued ¢ Dan, 1. 5.

W hat occurrad at the end of that time ¥

Who examined the young men ?

‘Who excelled among them ?

How were they honored ?

What was the king's judgment as to their knowl-

edge ?
ﬁow long did Daniel remain in favor ?

Teachings of the Leston,
Where are we taught in this lesson—
1. That the path of duty is the rond to honor ?
2. That the right way is the best way ?
8. That obedience to God brings divine favor ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Who were among the captives carried to Babylon ?
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

What did the king command them todo ¢ To live in

1 at and drink of the nieat and wine

able,
(id e give this command ? He wanted them
trained high places in his court,

What Daniel resolye in his heart? To keep the
laws of G (Repent the GoLDEN TEXT.)

What wis one of these laws ¢ Al avlites were
forbidden to eat of meat killed by heathens.

What was Duniel’s request ¢ That he and his com-
panions be given pulse water to eat and drink.

What did he mean by “pulse?” A diet of fruit
and vegetables,

Of what was the ruler afraid ¢ That they would not
thrive on such food.

What did Daniel ask them to do? To try it ten

days.
\"hat was the result  Daniel and his friends w
healthier and fairer than those who ate of the ki

meat,

What did Melzar do? He gave them pulse.

With what did God bless his fuithvul children ?  With
learning and wisdom,

Of all the captive children, who were chosen hy the
Kking to stand before him ? Danfel and his friends.

ow did he find them ? Ten times wiser than all

the wise men in his country.

What always brings us blessings ! Obedience to
God's law,

Words with Little People.

Daniel was tempted, but he was firm in his purpose
to do right, and_God blessed and pros ered hRn. i §
CAN'T: it would make Jesus gorry,” sald a little girl,
when tempted to do wrong. What do you say ?

“1f we from temptation flee,
Jesus all our strength will be.”
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THE LESSON CATECHISM. |
[For the entire school.] |

1. Who wae Daniel ¥ A young Jewlish captive in
Babylon,

2. Where was he taken to be educated ¢ To the
palace of the king. |

3. How did Daniel act in the palace? He was
faithful to his God.

4. How did he show his faithfulness ? By refusing
to drink the King's wine. |

8. How did God reward Daniel for his faithfulness ¢ |
He gave him wisdom and honor, |

6. What counsel to young men is given in the Gold- |
en Text? Wherewithal, etc. l

‘CATECHISM QUESTION,
7. In what other ways did he show this?

By the heavenly wisdom, the authority, and
ciousness of his u-u-hing‘. ! s the gra-

Never man 8o spake, — John vii. 46,
(Luke iv, 2.; Mark i, .2; Luke xxiv, 82.]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Six Klements of Success In Life.

1. Fixen PuNcipLes.
Purposed in his heart. v. 8.
“'his one thing T do.” Phil. 3. 14.
11. GENTLE M \NNERS,
Requested of the prince. v.8.
+ Be gentle unto all men.™ 2 Tim.2. A.
111, Purtry or LiFE.
He wold not defile himself. v. 8.
“God is good to....a clean heart.” Psa,73.1,
IV, ToTAL ABSTINENCE.
With the wine which he drank. v. 8.
« Look not thou upon the wine." Prov. 28. 31,
V. Reaann rrox MEN,
Favor and tender love with the prince. v. 9.
« King's favor....toward & wise servant.” Prov.
14. 35,
VI. INTELLIGENCE.
God qave them knowledge, v. 17.
« Men that had understanding.” 1 Chron. 12. 82,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
How Gol Rewards Faithfulness.

1. Notice that our lesson shows us young men who
were tried by exile, by temptation, by danger, yet young
men who were true to their consciences. Let every
youth ** dare to be a Daniel.”

2. God rewarded these young men by giving them
favor and regard from their fellow-men. v. 9. This is
not always the resalt of faithfulness, for sometimes
God's servants suffer persecution, but generally they
win the favor of men.

8. God rewarded these youths by giving them health
and physical vigor. This i« one of the results of &
pure life. Contrast the appearance of young men who
live for pleasure with those who live for God.

4. God rewarded these youths by giving them knowl-
edge and wisdom, which come to such as seek the
truth and live nccording to its laws.

5. God rewarded these youths by giving them sue-
cesx in life, lifting them up to honor and usefulness. |

6. We <hall see in the next lesron how God rewarded Deut. 14. 4, ete.

their fidelity by protecting them in trial.

Hnglish Tencher's Notes.

Tue first thing one looks for in coming to &
muddy place, where footing is inseeure, is ustepping-
stone. By means of such stones & miry path may
be passed over, not only in safety, but comparatively
without soiling the fect, and carrying away Cisagree-
able marks of the passage. But coming to such a
place in the dark, or even the twilight, it is not easy
to discern the stepping-stones, and a wayfarer
might flounder about, and even full and damuge
himself in the slippery mire. This scems to be the

| jdea presented to us in the Golden Text. The

pralimist speaks of a difficult and slippery path to
be traversed by every young man. With some it
may be casier, with others harder, but each one has
a way before him when he nceds stepping-stones,
and not stepping-stones only, but a light that shall
reveal them clearly, 80 thut the way farer may place
his feet surcly and safely. He tells us also where
such a light is to be found. * Wherewithal shall
& young man cleanse his way? By taking heed
thereto according to thy word.”

The passage for to-day presents us with an illus-
tration of this from real life. It shows us a diffi-
cult and miry path, a light falling upon it, and young
men passing over in safety upon the stepping-stones
revealed by this light.

1. The miry path.

1t is difficult for us to appreciate this fully. Take
the case of a young man reared in a pious fumily,
going forth from his quiet |,ome into the turmoil and
temptation of a great city, and this hardly gives i
idea of the slippery and difficalt way that lny he-
fure the four royal captives delivered by Nebuchad-
nezar into the keeping of Ashpenaz. These boys,
for such in fuct they were, came as captives into a
land with different customs, traditions, and stand-
ards of right and wrong, a lund given up, not
merely to ungodliness, but to something still more
formidable—a false religion, which permeated the
whole of public and private life. They were to be
brought up as natives of the country, instructed in
all the learning of the Chaldeans. in order, by and
by, to * stand before the king ;" that is, to do high
and important service to this heathen monarch.
" The new names given to them show that they were
| expected to forget their country and their country’s
I God, for by these names, Belteshazzar, Shadrach,

Mcshach, and Abed-nego (derived from Bel, the
chief god, Rak, the sun, Shak, the earth, Nego, the
fire), they were dedicnted to the principal idols
wor<hiped by the Chaldeans. How could Duniel
and his companions hope in such a position to keep
clean from taint of idolutry ? The thing xcemed im-
possible. But they had,

9. A light and stepping-stones.

Solomon had written long before, # The command-
ment is & lamp, and the law is light.” And so
these four youths found it. The law of Jehovah
divided the animals into clean and unclean, the
former only being allowed a8 food to the Israclites.
It also forbade the eating of

things sacrifited to idols. Exod. 84, 14,15, Foran
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Lsraelite to partake of such food would have been to
identify himseclf with the heathen und with their
worship. The * king's meut,” that is, the royal

dainties suppliel to the captives from the monarch’s |

own table, as well us the wine he drank, were, anc-
corling to custom, first dedicated by the offering
of a small portion of them to an idol, so that Danicl
and these three friends ran imminent rizk of being
mixed up with idolatry. But Duniel saw in the
light of God’s commandment what he ought to do,
or rather, from what he ought to refrain, und he
showed his friends a stepping-stone on which he

" determined to place his own foot, and thus * cleanse

his way.” * Daniel purposced in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the king's meut, nor
with the wine which he drank.” He set his foot de-
liberately upon the stepping-stone of obedience.

But this was not all.  Might not Daniel tremble
on that stepping-stone ns he saw the danger around
him? Would he be allowed to remain in this
steadfast purpose? Should the king notice a differ-
ence between the appearance of the Jewish youths
and their companions of another race, his displeasure
would fall on the officer who had churge of them.
For his own safety this man might force them to
comply. But Daniel had light on this portion of
the way al-o. Was it not written in the blesing
wherewith Moscs blessed Israel, ¢ The eternal God
is thy refure, anl underneath are the everlasting
arms 1" Deut. 33, 27. And had not David said :
« Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in
him; and ho shall bring it to pass?” Psa. 87. 5.
This was enough for Daniel and his friends, and
they made a hold venture: « Prove thy servants,
I besecch thee, ten days . . » Then let our counte-
nunces be laoked upon before thee, . . « and as thou
seest, deal with thy servants.” They feared not the
issuc. They set their feet quietly upon the stepping-
stone of trust. And these stepping-stoncs brought
them safely over, Their “ way” was kept clean,
and both in physical and mental gifts they sur-
passed all their compunions.

“Do you think,” says a young girl, “it is pos-
sible for me to lead a Christian life as 1am placed 1"
« It is of no use my becoming a Christian, for [am
obliged to do what is wrong,” says a youth. “ No
one can possibly live like a Christian there,” snys
another lad. What does the story of Daniel say to
such? Itsays plainly that they are mistaken—that
u young man may cleanse his way, and a young
woman, too, * by tuking heed thereto according to
thy worl.,” Not that the cleansed way will of
course be smooth, Daniel and his three friends
had to follow it at the cost of no small degree of
self-denial, day after day, and month after month,
We shall read next Sunday how the three followed
it at the risk of their lives, Butit can be done, for
the light ix true, and the stepping-stones are sure.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Give some account of these young men, and how and
when they came to Babylon, showing how their trouble

became a blessing....Ilustrate the principle of the
benetits of trial, from the lives of Juseph, of Jucob, of
Moses, of David, etc....The circumetances under which
these young men served God—fur from home, in «mle‘.
in a dissolute court, among idoluters, ete... .The spirit
wirich they showed, principle, will, purity, temperance,
gentleness, faith, ete....Present each trait in their
churacter as exhibited by their conduct....Show the
results of their conduct: 1.) On their bodies, in con-
trast with effects of intemperance ; 2.) On their minds;
8.) On their spiritual nuture ; 4.) On their social rela-
tions ; 5.) On their prospects in life ... Do not fail to
make emphatic the lesson of total abstinence from
strong drink....Tuke as a lesson-thought for the class,
* Duniel purposed in his heart,” the first sentence of
the lesson. Show the benefits of huving a purpose in
life.

References,

FreeMaN. Ver, 20 : Magicians, 76,

songs from the Epworth Hymnal,

160. Take the name of Jesus with you.
152. Take my life, ana let it be.

182, Far out on the desolate billow.
205. Yield not to temptation.

214. Am [ «u soldier of the cross ?

Blackboard
BY J. B. PHINYS, ESQ.

DARE. T0 BE A DANIEL |
ANCE- Ey/|L

ORFERED 1O

- rj———-ﬁ
VWoRLD'S! TABLE-

The lesson-thought of the blackboard is the necessity
of avoiding every appearance of evil. The world's
table is spread with meats offered to idols, and the
young men and women are invited to eat. Each one
must be brave and courageous like Daniel. Dare to be
like him, and avoid the appenrance of evil.

[Nore.—The drawing may be simplified by letting a
single line across the bourd represent the ** World's
Table."]

“FOUR CHILDREN "
REJECTED RECEIVED
UNLAWFUL MEATS KNOWLEDGE AND
AND WINE. SKILL AND FAVOR.

Primary and Intermediate.

Lrssox Taovent. The Reward of Obedience. The
story of Daniel is one of such vivid interest that the at-
tention and sympathy of a class can be easily secured
by its recital. But we shall do a better work, if we
can weave in the lessons to be learned from it in such
a way that the children will feel that they helong to the
story and tonch it with a light from heaven. God in
Duniel, is the charm of this story; can we show him to
the children ? is, the question to be dered alone
with God.

The King's Command. Tell how Daniel and his
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three friends cume to be in Babylon. Was it their
choice ? No, God put them there, and he was there to
teach them what to do. Tell that the people in Baby-
lon worshiped idols, and Daniel had been taught |
to worship God., Tell what the king's command was
.about, the food for these boys, why he wanted them |
well nourished, and what temptation there was to like
this life of luxury.

God's Command, Explain that the meat and wine
from the king's table had been first offered in sacrifice
to idols, and Daniel thought God would not be pleased
if heateit, Then, some of the kinds of meat were such
as God had forbidden the Jews to ent. Daniel did not
want to disobey the king, but he felt that he must obey
God, and so he asked the chief officer to give him and
his friends pulse (vegetables) to eat. Show that Daniel

we refuse rich and unwholesome food lest we may dis-
please God ?

The Wisdom of a Right
Choice. Show how much bet-
ter it was for these boys, even
in worldly ways, to obey God.
Wine and rich foods destroy
the stomach; they make the
mind dull and heavy. Tellhow
fast thexe boys who minded
God learned, and how pleased
the king was when they were brought before him.

Practical Truth for us. God wants his boys and girls
to be strong in body and in soul. Tench that weak
children will not be likely to make strong men and
women. Tell what some of the things are which
weaken—eating rich food, candy, nuts, etc.; reading
bad books; playing too much; any thing in which we
choose our pleasure before God's. Daniel chose to
mind God, and God rewarded him richly. Shall wenot
all make this choice ?

Lesson Word-Pletures,

A young man in a great city! O how great! ‘What
walls, towers, palaces, gardens! A young man too in
the king's honsehold! What brilliant courtiers, luxu-
rious living, fascinating temptations! A young man,
too, far away from his home, far from the associations
of a true, godly worship and thrown among idolaters!
Will he save himsell from defilement? What will
Daniel do? His young Hebrew companions, what
course will they take? A snare lies waiting to trip
them at the very outset, a gnare spread out three
times a day, its lines stretched in the very table on
which lies their food. Daniel shakes his head a¢ the
splendid dishes, at the costly wines, He turns his back
upon them, They may have been defiled by some act
of consecration to & heathen deity. They cannot build
up his body into the greatest strength, He says, i |
will epeak about this to the prince of the eunuchs.”
Bold, loyal, royal Daniel! The two are talking. What
does Daniel propose? “Pulse to eat and water to
drink!® The eunuch's countenance falle. Such
meager diet! What will the king say when he looks nt
four skeletons? *‘Prove thy servants ten days," is
Daniel's plen. How the ennuch must have watched
those four faces from day to day! Ah, what tints of
health the pulse and water painted in those counte-
pances! The days go by. How knowledge and skill
come down into the hearts from which reverence and
love ascend to God, while to Daniel is given the golden
key unlocking the mysterious gates of Dream-world.
At lnet comes the day of presew

did not do this to please himself, but to please God. Do \\

the throne. From one to the other, move the searching
eyes of the great monurch. Do the exiles tremble?
Will they stand the test? The prince of the eunuchs
too is waiting anxiously the result. Ah, whom God hus
searched nnd approved need not fear Babylon's king.
Go forward to waiting honors, Daniel, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abed-nego. Nebuchadnezzar approves of
you.

il

LESSONS FUR FEBRUARY, 1886.
Fes. 7. The Fiery Furnace. Dan. 3. 16-28.
Fgs. 14. The Handwriting oo the Wall, Dan, 5. 1-12,
and 25-28,
Feb. 21, The Second Temple. Ezra 1. 1-4, and 3.
8-18.
Fes. 28. Nehemiah's Prayer. Neh. 1. 1-11.

————p———

Notes on Normal Work.

—Tue examination questions for the first vear's
course of study [in the Assembly Normal Union
were sent outduring October to over twelve hundred
\ enrolled students, who have taken the course either
| as individuals or in normal classes during the past
year. This is additional to the six hundred who
have taken the course and the examination at the
various Assemblies during the summer. ’

—We receive reports of normal classes pursuing
the studies of the A. N. U. in many sections of the
country. One class of fifty students in Columbus,
Ohio, has been under the charge ¢ Rev. A. N.
Craft; another, of thirty-five enrolled members in
Worcester, Mass., has heen conducted by Mr, H.
D. Barber; and we have the report of a cluss in
Vashon, Washington Territory, organized by Rev.
R. B. Dilwoith, whose face and voice are well
known at Chautauqua. These are but & few out of
many that might be named.

—A normal class of nearly two hundred mem-
bers has been organized in Plainficld, N.J. Every
Sunday-school in the city is represented in its mem-
bership. It has undertaken the Institute Course of
the A. N. U., and proposes to complete the twelve
Jessons, ix on the Bible and six on Sunday-school
work, in seven evenings. Its teachers ure Rev. dJ.
L. Hurlbut and Prof. R. 8. Holmes,

—The second year's class of the A, N. U. is com-
posed only of such as have already taken the first
year’s course, or have graduated in the Normal De-
partment of some Sunday-school Assembly. Its
members are therefore limited ; but at our time of
writing (October 28, 1885) it already includes about
two hundred names. Any normal graduate of
Chautauqua or any other Assembly who desircs to
join can send his name and fifty cents fee to Dr. J.
1. Hurlbut, at the office of the JourNaL, and the
lesson-leaflets will he sent to him,

—We would like to have five thousand students
in the new class of the first year in the A. N. U.
now being organized. Write to Dr. J. L. Hurlbut,

«atlon to the great | 8t the office of the JOURNAL, for the eircular of in-
king. There they are, the four Hebrews ranged before formation,




