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Jesus Risen.

BY THE REV, W. W, SMITH, NEWMARKET,
Avy hasty and hurried came Peter and John,—
“The tomb has been rifled ; the Master is

gone !”
In their hot indignation, and trouble and awe,
'Twas darkness and emptiness only they saw.

0 hearts that are hardened, and eyes that are
blind !

Wh seek ye the sepulchre, Jesus to find ?

The dead-clothes are there, and the light strug-
gling in,

But there is no Saviour who suffered for sin !

He is robed ; He is risen! The grave cannot
hold

The Conq'ror of sin, the great Guard of the
fold !

He has gone up on high, and again has come
down

For a few fleeting hours, ere He puts on His
crown !

O Saviour ! O Blessed ! a visit give me,

And raise to a flame my devotion to Thee !

One glance at Thy hands, at Thy side, at Thy
brow,

Would prostrate my soul, as I prostrate me
now !

But, oh, to the heart that is humble and
true,

Thy tomb’s ever empty, Thy rising is new !

And Thou to my soul dost as truly come near,

As when the Eleven beheld Thee appear !

‘ So, when I seek Christ, 'twill not be at the
tomb ;
For a Christ that is dead in my heart has no
room ;
But I look for a Christ that is living fog me,
| Who dieth no more, and whom soon I shall see !

el S QDO s

The Temple at Jerusalem.

O~ Mount Moriah, where Abraham showed
his wonderful faith in God by the offering of
Isaac, and where, in later times, the angel of

| the Lord stood when Jerusalem was threatened
| with destruction from the pestilence, Solomon
| built the glorious first temple. But this mag-
| nificent structure, after standing 423 years, was
| destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, who carried the
| Jews away into captivity., After the return of
| the Jews from Babylon the second temple was
begun, B.C. 534, and dedicated nineteen years
afterward. This temple suffered much from
wars and conquests for 300 years before the
coming of our Lord. But it was rebuilt with
great splendour by Herod the Great. It was
in these courts and corridors that our Lord
walked, and talked, and worshipped with the
disciples, and keﬁt the feasts of the Jews., The
outer court of the Gentiles, the court of the
women, and of the priests, with the great altar
in front of the inner court, in the cut, with the
Holy and Most holy Place, are shown, In the
left hand upper corner is seen the great Roman
tower of Antonia, in which a Roman garrison
was kept to preserve order among the tumul-
tuous and seditious Jews. This temple was
destroyed by Titus in the year A. D, 70, and
has never been rebuilt. pon its site now
stands a Turkish mosque, the Mosque of Omar,
which Christians may enter by paying a fee,
But the ground on which the temple of their
fathers stood, on no account may the feet of the
Jew profane. The nearest that they can
approach is outside of the wall, where they
weep and bewail the desolations of Zion, and
kiss its sacred stones and wash them with their
tears,
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that some of them are not so well adapted for
the religious instruction of the young as other
lessons that might have been selected. Some
who have tried to be facetious over t!.« matter,
have characterized the method tha: has bee:
pursued as the ‘¢ hop -skip- nnd -atjump " lyltaem,
or as the g pper or d
It is, of course, easy to find hult But we
must keep in mind the object of the Committee,
which was to give the scholars in seven years
a good genera.l idea of the whole Bible—the

lations and interd d of its various
parts—history, prophecy, psalm, and doctrine,
And this they have done in ¢ way and on a
scale in which it was never done in the world
before. There is, of course, matter enough in
the four Gospels for a seven years’' course of
lessons ; but we do not think it would be the
wisest plan to confine the lessons to the four
Gospels. ‘“ 4l Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness.” We think a better conception of
God'’s revelation of His will will be obtained
by a wi‘ler range of selection, somewhat after
the plan heretofore adopted.

Nevertheless, we think that plan susceptible
of modification with advantage. We think

The Internatlonal Lesson Com-
mittee and its Work.

CaNADA has been honoured in being asked to
contribute two bers to the International

that it must have been felt that some of the
lessons were hard to adapt to the needs of very
young schol We are inclined to think that
it would be better during the time that the
senior scholars are going through the prophecies

Lesson Committee. The Rev. Dr. Potts, who
has served with great efficiency during the past
seven years, was unanimously elected by the
late Sunday-school Convention at Louisville to
serve for another term of seven years. Ex-
Vice-Chancellor Blake, of Toronto, was also
unanimously elected as the ot or Canadian
member of that Committee. W twtever other
honours these gentlemen may rcceive, we do
not think that they will receive any greater
than that appointment. It is an honour, more-
over, that involves a great responsibility, and
sends & man to his knees before God to seek
guidance in the task assigned him—the task of
selecting the lessons for seven years for the

millions of Sunday-school scholars and teachers
throughout the world who have adopted this
Lesson System.

The selections of the C. i during the

past have not escaped criticism. It has been
alleged that they are too disconnected, and

or epistles, to have simpler lessons of narrative
interest, and chiefly from the Gospels, for the
younger scholars,

The varied suggestions that have been made
will, we are sure, be carefully weighed by the
Lesson Commitice. Indeed, the Rev. Dr.
Potts has written us asking that a request be
made through the BANNER for practical sug-
gestions from Sunday-school workers on this
subject. They may be made either directly to
Dr. Potts, at Montreal, or may be sent to the
Baxner for publication.

S s

WE are glad to learn that the Rev. A.
Andrews, the Sunday-school Agent of the
Guelph Conference, has been labouring with
his characteristic zeal and efficiency in the work
to which he was assigned. The list of appoint-
ments before us covers four months—almost
every night being filled up, and scarce two
nights being spent in the same place. Two
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objects are sought to be accomplished by his
labours :—1. The establishment of a school at
every preaching appointment where there is
none. 2. The highest state of efficiency that
can be reached in every schoo! under the care
of the Conference. In carrying out these
objects the Agent addresses public meetings
of children and young people, delivers lectures
and sermons on Biblical and Sabbath-school
topics, conducts teachers’ meetings, Sabbath-
schools and Bible-classes, following largely the
Chautauqua Normal Class course of instruction,
and “gives replies to all questions bearing on
our Sabbath-school work. We hope that all
Sunday-school workers will heartily co-operate
in these services, and help to make them a
distinguished success, and above all that they
may be owned and blessed of God to the
furtherance of this important department of
Christian work,

Canadian Normal Class Work
for 1886.

BY THE REV. ALFRED ANDREWS,

NORMAL CLASS OUTLINE LESSON, No. IIl.
Parr L —BisLe Evipences,
(Concluded from February Banner.)

VL Person of Christ.—The person of Jesus
Christ, as described in the Scriptures, is so
unique and remarkable, that no human intel-
lect could have conceived and wrought it out,
unless the original had actually existed, and
furnished the material for the description.

That wonderful life terminated at the early
age of thirty-three years, and yet has impressed
itself on all the ages following, Jesus was the
child of humble parentage : %iil father was a
carpenter, at whose occupation the son also
wrought in his youth. With no advantage of
scholastic training, *‘How knoweth this man
letters, having never learned?” Yet He steps
from the carpenter’s shop upon the platform of
public instruction, and manifests a profundity
of wisdom and aptness to teach that none had
hitherto attained. Do any doubt? Let the
Sermon on the Mount be the ample reply.
Eai(;er listeners, astonished at His words, say,
‘‘From whence hath this man these things?”
‘‘The people were astonished at His doctrine,
for He taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes.” The officers who were
sent to take Him answer, ‘‘ Never man spake
like this man,”

Then consider His power. The disciples of
John saw * that the blind received their sight,
the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed, the
deaf heard, and the dead were raised up.” No

marvel that Nicodemus said, ‘‘ No man can do
these miracles that Thou doest except God be
with him.”

Then consider that these mighty works were
performed for the good of men, and never to
their injury,

And what a spirit marked His life! After
the feeding of the five thousand, when ** Jesus

rceived that they would come and take Him
y force to make Him a king, He departed

again into a mountain Himself alone.” He
was reviled, yet He reviled not again, At His
command were legions of angels, yet would He
not consent to a single sword being drawn in
His defence.

Verily, had not Christ been the wonderful
erson described, then no human mind could
ave invented such a character. Read * The

Person of Christ,” by Dr., Schaff, of New York,
and “ The Christ of History,” by Dr. Young,
of Edinburgh,

VIL The Candour of the Writers of the Bible.
—They write a jlain, unvarnished tale, using
no points of exclamation or arts of oratory.
The heroes of their story are presented as they
were, and not according to their plan or desire
—their faults and virtues are truthfully set
forth. Of Abraham, Moses, David, Peter,
none can say that either was without sin ; one
only—He who spake as never man spake—was
without sin. Of all the rest it is said, *“they
were men of like passions with us.” Had
these writers desired to build up a cause, as
their principal object, they would have hidden
the failings of their allies, as we find is the
case to-day in all efforts to build up part
lines. But, no; they seek only to elt&blil{
the truth, and so the subject and its advocates
are faithfully presented before us. David was
a man after God’s own heart ; yet, yielding to

ptation, he itted great wickedness,
and see his punishment. “My sin is ever
before me.” “My bones waxed old through
my roaring all the day long.” ‘“ Against Thee,
Thee only have I done this evil in Thy sight.”
One has lately said, that a part of David's
punishment for his sins was to feel, as Nathan
the prophet told him, that he had %jven great
occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme,
And thus, every one who cavils at the Bible on
account of David’s sins, is just fulfilling this
Scripture. And some who have been throwing
filth at David’s memory, have been silenced by
this application to themselves,

VIIL. Elevation of the Teachings of the Bible.
—Let us remember that the Bible was written
long ago, while other teaching was exceedingly

defective ; yet, even judged by the light of our )

day, consider the character of its matter :

1. Concerning God. How much superior is
the character of the God of the Bible to that
of any other religious system! A Being of
holiness, mercy, and justice ; such as we find
nowhere else. With such a God as this ideal,
how elevating must His worship be to the
human heart and life ! "

2. Concerning the future life. Many in
different ages have dveamed of a future, but
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none have shown with equal clearness what is
beyond the present, or how we may prepare for
future felicity, as the Bible has done.

IX. Influence of the Bible on the Race.—
Attempts have been made to show that the
Bible is an immoral book, and dangerous to be
read—at least by the common people.

If this were so, then Bible-reading people
would be the most lawless, Do facts sustain
this view ? 1Is the fiendish spirit displayed by
Communists, Nihilists, or dynamiters the result
of Bible-reading? A scientific gentleman re-
turned to England some time ago and expressed
his disgust at the puritanical way in which the
Sabbath had been observed on one of the Sand-
wich Islands that he had visited. But hac he
visited that land as did Captain Cook and his
brave crew, half a century ago or more, ue
would probably have seen a heated oven ; and
after being prepared and baked, his body would
have been divided among many natives, and to
their stomachs he would have gone in morsels,
instead of returning to Britain to speak dispar-
"‘”ﬁ:f of the very agency that had made it
gom e (as a scientific man he must know) for

im to travel safely among that once savage
people.

Lieut. Lowry, R.N., of H.M.S. Espiegle,
says, * On every island where the missionaries
bad laboured we were able to land in peace,
roam about at pleasure, and enjoy ourselves in
safety ; whereas, on islands still unevangelized,
the natives were tavage, barbarous, and un-
trustworthy.” |

Go where the Bible is not known and read,
and men are unruly.

But is not the Bible calculated to enslave
men? Where is liberty enjoyed to-day? In
England, America, Canada.

Yet the circulation of the Bible is greatest
among these free people who read that great
charter of liberty, in which they find the gospel
of goodwill to men.

We may not forget that Magna Charta itself
was secured to the British nation by the barons,
who had first pledged faithfulness to each other,
under the sanction of the oath administered to
each of them by the priest at the altar of the
Abbey at Bury St. Edmund. And proceeding
in inspiration of Christianity, they went to the
king and secured his signature at Runnymede.

X: The Power of its Experience.—The man
who has tested the power of the Book in his
own life says, * What we have,felt and seen,
with confidence we tell.” This’is an argument
to him, although it may have less force to
others. Yet when we consider the testimony
of men generally to the value of revelation, it
becomes of great value on the side of the Bible.

Let us approach the dying Christian and ask,
¢« Has the word of God been of any service to

ou?” And, with glad acclaim, he replies,
i Everything of good I have enjoyed, and all I
now consider and hold most precious is of God
and throu%:: His blessed Book.” He may mourn
at not having loved and searched it more, but

TR

never a dying C has yet 1 ted hav-
ing believed in the Bible as a revelation from
iie Almighty.

And how tells the testimony of men who have
not believed on this argument? Never a man
of them has passed away in neglect of God and
His vvord whose death has been such as to lead

wu to say, * Let me die the death of the unbe-

iever, and let my last end be like his.”

In life and in death, by saint and sinner, we
learn the same precious lesson from experience,
that there is no book like the Bible.

Then let us, as Sabbath School workers, labor
more and more to teach this word to those who
wait upon our ministry ; and for our own com-
fort and stay, let us bind that book to our
hearts and say :

““Holy Bible, Book divine,
Precious treasure, thouv art mine.”

ParrII. Scroor DEPARTMENT—THE TEACHER.

1. Should be a Christian (1) in belief, (2) in
experience, (3) in life. Still there may be cir-
cumstances which justity the employment of a

rson who has not yet experienced religion.

et only he who tquy loves Christ can fully
reveal Him to others.

11. A Church member, for this step is an open
profession of faith in Christ.

1. He should be a loyal member. Some
church members are ever finding fault with
their church, minister, and brethren; others

in i ibl all interests of
be of the latter

in every p
the church, A teacher should
class.

2. He should be a working member. Some
talk much and do little. Oh, that all teachers
would work as well as talk !

111 A Bible Student.

1. Having himself a teachable spirit, so that
when he sits before the Word it may be to know
what the Spirit here would teach him.

2. Diligent ; thoughtfully reading and study-
ing, not as men read the newspaper.

3. Thorough, in spirit of prayer and purpose
to get the truth, cost what it may.

1V. A Friend ; in sympathy coming into liv-
ing contact with souls, and full of helpfulness
towards those who listen to his instructions.

V. Must have knowledge.—1t is said that one
needs to know one hundred things to teach one
well,

VI. Needs tact, or ability to do and say the
best thing in the best manner. This ability is
largely o gift, yet much may be done by devel-
oping the talent we have.

VII. Punctual.—Too much importance can
hardly be attached to this qualification. Want
of it Fivea endless trouble to the Superintendent
and fosters indifference in the class.

A, A

Harristox, Feb, 6th, 1885.
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American Methodism and the
Young.

BY THE REV., W. 8, BLACKSTOCK.

ONE of the most perplexing probleins of Meth-
odism, in common with all the other Churches
of the United States, is how to keep its own
youth. The rising generation of Americans is
not specially addicted to church-going, For
some reason or other the young Eeo le who
imagine that they have outgrown the Sabbath-
school do not as generally find their way to the
public services of the church on Sabbath as
could be desired. Some are of opinion that the
Sunday-school itself, or the abuse of it, is to
some extent responsit'e for this, The theory
which has been only too widely accepted, that
the Sunday-school is the children’s church, has
been found to work well. Children who have
been sent ever so regularly to school, but who
have not been taken regularly to the church
services, have either to form the habit of attend-
ing public worship at a time when they are least
disposed to learn it, or else they are in great
danger of forming habits which will have the
etiect of Pnuing them practically beyond

ligious i altogether. And inan ultra-
democratic community, where the idea of au-
thority even in the family exists only in a very
shadowy form, as a rule, there is special danger
of this.

This dmﬁer is increased by the intensity of
American life. It is the boast of people here
that they live more in a week than the most of
other people do in a month. Nothing is done
leisurely or by halves, Repose is to be found
nowhere, hether the pursuit of business, of
pleasure, of power or place engages the attention
and rules the hour, nﬁ is flurry and excitement.
The Sabbath is not an exception to this rule.
The typical cities of the United States are
New gork and Chicago. And no one that
visits either of these cities, and lets himself out
on the Sunday to see what is going on, can
wonder that hobbledehoyhood is seldom found
in churches from choice. Theré are too many
things to be seen, too many forms of excitement
and dissipation, to allow this class of the com-
munity to find anything particularly fascinat-
ing in a quiet, serious, and orderly church ser-
vice. What wonder, then, that those who have

stead of allowing the children to be spiritually
dry-nursed by Sunday-school teachers, however
excellent they may be, parents must more dis-
tinctly face the responsibility of religiounly in-
structing and educating them ves,
While grat fully ting ¢ oy

d

pting the of the
y-school as subsidiary to the ilmllr. it
must not be allowed to take its place ; neither
must the instruction which it ministers be taken
as an excuse for less thoroughness of instruction
and training in the home., It is beginning,
apparently, to come home to the hearts of the
leading men of Methodism, and probably of all
the Churches, that no other :Pncy can, without
incalculable loss and mischief, take the place of
wise, prudent, and thoroughly Christian fathers
and mothers.
Another thought which seems to be forci
itself more and more upon the leading minds of
the Church is, that greater prominence requires
to be given to the pulpit, as one of the Divinely
Poinmd means }::r the religious education of
ldhood. 1If a child cannot attend both the

day-school and the regular church service,
the judgment of the bers of the
Centennial Cenference ;ppeared to be, that the
Sunday-school should be given up, not the
church service, The Pev. Dr, Vincent, who is
one of the most enthusiastic Sabbath-school
men on this continent, expressed this sentiment
with the utmost emphasis, The same sentiment
was repeatedly expressed by others, and as
often as it found expression, it was applauded
to the echo. Indeed, though some other recom-
mendations were made on this head, the utmost
caution was manifested lest anything should
even have the appearance of taking the place or
trenching upon the function of the family and
the pulpit. Both ministers and laymen ap-
peared to have a salutary dread of introducinj
any sort of machinery that might by any possi-
bility have this effect.

Still, in view of what was felt to be the
pressing exigencies of the time, they did ven-
ture, after very careful—and there is good
reason to believe very prayerful —consideration,
to recommend what, if wisely managed, is
thought to have in it the possibility of much
good. It is nothing less than the formation of
a great mutual improvement society, to extend
throughout the entire denomination, to be known
as the Oxford League.

This league s to have for its object:—*“1. The

a)
i
Q

reached this period in life without f g the
habit of attending worship are seldom found in
church unless it ie where the pulpit harlequin
succeeds in attracting them by tge eccentrici-
ties of an oratory but little in harmony with
the seriousness of the Gospel and the reverence
which is the essential element in Divine worship.
The perplexing question is, What can be done
to remedy this evi?? The prevailing sentiment,
8o far as we have been able to gather it from
the conversations and di i which took
place at the Centennial Conference, lately held
in the city of Baltimore, seems to be that if thy
danger is to be effectually pléd with, th{
P must be 1 in the family, In-

ation of the tings of certain stu-
dents at Oxford, England, between 1729 and
1787, Erincipa.lly under the leadership of John
and Charles Wesley, from which meetings were
developed the great religious awakenings and
revivals of the last century, by which the
doctrine and spirit of the Apostolic Church
were again given in their fulness to the world,
and the power of the Primitive Church once

more established.

2, The furtherance of the fourfold objects
of the original Oxford Club, viz. : (1) The more
careful and devout study of the Holy Scriptures ;
(2) The cultivation of a nobler and purer per-
sonal Christisn character; (3) The study of
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Christian classics for literary culture ; and (4)
The devising of methods of doing good.

“The Oxford League will, in the fuller
development of this sch ge Meth-
odist youth: 1. To study the Holy Scriptures
with a view to the promotion of personal piety ;
2. To become familiar with the Biblical origin
of the doctrines, spirit, and methods which
characterize their own Church; 3. To trace the
development of the Methodistic force in the
Holy Entholic Church from the days of the
apostles to the present time ; 4. To trace the
origin of the modern evangelical and apostolic
revival, known as Methodism, in the Rectory of
Eoworth, in the halls of Oxford, and in the
consecrated homes of the best English society,
and to promote a just appreciation of the
strength, scholarship, and dignity of the Metho-
dist movement ; 5. To promote personal con-
secration to practical work ; carrying the Gos-
pel in the personal service to the most needy
and degraded, to the godless r and to the
godlul rich, reading to the -ridden and the

lind, visiting the sick room, the hospital and
the prison, looking after new families cominﬁ
into the community, and inviting children an
adults to the Sunday-school and the public ser-
vice, studying the various benevolences of the
Church, and thus cultivating intelligent envhus-
iasm in the entire work of the Church; 6. To
promote the intellectual training, under the
auspices of the Church, especially among those
who no longer attend school, and thus develop
a rational and refined Christian social life, in
which accomplished people may find inspiration,
and people of limited opportunities be brought
into gentle and ennobling and ranctifying fellow-
ship ; 7. To further these various ends by the
publication and circulation of permanent docu-
ments devoted to the history, philosophy,
doctrines, instituti and achie ts of
Methodism.”

The projector of this scheme is the Rev. Dr.
Vincent, of New York, and we have given so
much of the proposed Constitution of the League
as refers to its objects, in his own language, in
order that our readers might have an opportu-
nity of forming a correct judgment in respect
to its character, No doubt should the recom-
mendation of the Centennial Conference be acted
upon, the working of the scheme will be
narrowly watched, and in the event of its work-
ing well, it will be sure to be adopted in sub-
stance by other denominations. If the self-
denial, the purity of intention, and high aims
of the original Oxford Club, with the clearer
light and more evangelical spirit of later Metho-
dﬁm, be carried into this organization, it is easy
to see Liow gowerful for good it is capable of
becoming. On the other hand, should intellec-
tual and wmsthetic culture be allowed to take the
place of genuine religious experience and fer-
vent pieti', it will most likely prove to be the
reverse of a blessing. But to say this, is onl,
to affirm the principle that wherever there is
the possibility of great good, there is ipso facto
the possibility of great evil, ¥

Alcne With God.

BY REV, E. LANGFORD, BEREN'S RIVER.
AvroNE with God—in silence bowed,
How sweet the moments are !
How precious to the child of God,
To meet his Father there !

Alone with God—how sweet the thought,
That He my prayer doth hear ;

While worldly cares aie all forgot,
And God alone is near !

Alone with God—in solitude,
To bow in fervent prayer,

And feel, with loving gratitude,
That God is surely there.

Alone with God—to talk with Thee,
And tell Thee all my woe !

*Tis more than all the world to me,
For thus my God to know.

Teachers at Church.

BY THE REV, ALFRED ANDREWS,

“I sTAY at home on the Sabbath morning to
study my Sabbath lesson,”

Here is a snare, into which I fear some of our
most intelligent teachers have fallen. Of the

eneral duty of attending public worship they
ﬁave no doubt; but the importance of being
prepared to teach their classes seems to justify
the spending of the Sabbath morning in this
way ; and the plea is,

“1 have had no time during the week for this
work.”

““ Has not every teacher all the time there
is?”

It is only the choice of how we shall use the
time. By previous thought and plan the lesson
could be read over on Sabbath afternoon, after
school, in the home ; and a little time could
then be spent in paring parallel passag
Here let the children of the family take part;
it will at once interest and profit them.

Then not many teachers, if they tried hard,
are unable to seize, say, five minutes a day for
this work.

Sundn! morning has come, and still the lesson
is behind. What now? Seize fifteen minutes
or half an hour after breakfast. Then attend-
ance at church will aid the devotional spirit,
and bring v into closer relation to God and his
work ; and this heart preparation is not the
least important element in successful teaching.
Then there is a good solid hour for study be-
tween the preaching and the afternoon school.

» Suppose the other course be taken. Can any
teacher unnsed to study during the week, spend
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all the Sabbath forenoon in study of the lesson ?
From 8 to 2.30 o’clock, taking out the time for
meals, etc., there still remain four hours. Few
can profitably study so long without change.

Then consider the effect of the teacher’s
example. If he be absent from church his
pupils will naturally enquire how this is ; and
they too will be likely to stay away, under the
plea of stndying their lessons.

The further thought of the effect of such ab-
sence on the minister in the discharge of his
duty may well be pondered. No more intelli-
gent hearers are in the congregation than our
teachers, and their absence ias a most damag-
in§ effect on the minister and the congregation.

t may be replied that ‘‘ the evening service
may be attended.” But let it not be forgotten
that the morning service is the worship par ex-
cellence for the membership of the Church, and
every member’s presence is a necessity to secure
the highest good for the whole Church.

_ Then, if the teacher be a parent and remain
at home, who will accompany his children to
church, and encourage them ‘s be attentive and
devotional while there? O can it be thought
that they, too, may remain away from the morn-
ing service ?
The church and the Sunday-school are one in
objectand aim. Let the members of the Church
attend the Sunday-school, and the officers and
teachers of the school be found in their places
in the congregation. Let us all, like David,
say, I was glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the Lord.”

Use Our Own Literature.

Iris to be feared that some of our preachers,
as well as laymen, are inclined to give the cold
shoulder to our church literature, and by word
or act, or both, to prejudice it in the minds of
others. Such conxuct involves serious conse-
quences, and, if not cause for arrest of charac-
ter, should be condemned by all true lovers of
the church. How often is it that a superin-
tendent and his associates will, without a word
of counsel with the pastor, introduce into the
Sunday-school a literature that does not teach
the doctrines of our church, but sometimes the
contrary. A man from some other church, or
no church, in the pulpit as pastor, teaching
defective or erroneous doctrines, would not be
80 objectionable as bringing a teacher into the
Sunday-school in the form of defective litera-
ture, to lead the minds of our children astray.
Is there no remedy? Surely there must be;
and it ought to be applied without fear or favour.
Let the proper authorities thoroughly scrutinize
this matger, and hold all the officers of the
church, from the lowest to the highest, to a
strict accountability. Any pastor, in my judg-
ment, after faithful admonition, would be justi-

ed in declining i a man for superin-
tendent, if he refused to patronize in his
Sunday-school the literature of our church. It
really seems some officers of the church are like
some other people I have seen, always depreci-

ating their own things and magnifying the

things of others which are no better and often

not 8o good. They are constantly asking the
uestion, ‘‘Can any good ting come out of
azareth ?”  Away with such a spirit !

The Lesson of Paul’'s Life.

Sum it all up—the career from Damascus to
Rome—and what have we? The unity and
consistency of a life extraordinary in the annals
of heroism. His was intellectual heroism as
well as moral, not confined to the will, nor dis-
playing itself through the impulses on rare
occasions, but a fixed habit which gave him a
high level of thought and feeling, and sustained
him in a subl: mity exceptional among great men.
One sees the force of the man plainly enough on
the surface of daily existence. Yet, of all men,
he has to be studied and closely analyzed in
order to be understood and appreciated. If we
need the interpretative wisdom of the imagina-
tion when we stand before Michael Angelo’s
frescoes and Raphael’s paintings in the Vatican ;
if the aid of this great seeing faculty has to be
invoked when we read Hamlet, Paradise Lost,
and the Inferno, none the less but all the more
is its help wanted when we undertake to form
a just conception of such a man as St. Paul.

Next to Christ’s life, no personal history is
narrated so fully in the New Testament. Here
we have the only model biography of a human
soul in all its spiritual experience, and of a
human career in the large outworking of its aim
and purpose.  That period of life which extends
from thirty-five to fifty-five years of age is the
tropical summer of the soul’'s productiveness,
and its fruits in St. Paul’s case are amply set
before us in the Acts and in his Letters. ‘‘The
rest is silence,” Inspiration attaches import-
ance to living, not to dying, and there is but
one death, and that a death divine, on which it
expends a description. Yet we know beyond a
doubt how he died, for in thoughtful advance
of the hour when out on the Ostian road the
sword of Nero’s headsmen ended his life, he
took leave of the Church in the memorable
language : *‘T am now ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good fight, 1 have finished my course,
1 have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day ; and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing.”

O Hero uncrowned among the princes of the
earth, what was the mystery of that support in
the long, weary, troubled years, when ‘‘without
were fightings, within were fears?!” In th;
““ journeyings often; " in thy *‘perils of waters,”
of ““robbers,” of thine ‘‘own countrymen,” of
the * heathen;” in thy “perils in the city,”
“in the wilderness,” ‘‘in the sea;” in thy
“¢ perils among false brethren ;” ‘‘in weariness
and painfulness,” ‘“in watchings often,” ‘‘in
hunger and thirst,” *“in fastings often,” in cold
and nakedness—how couldst thou be ‘‘sorrow-

3
&l

O D




106 SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

ful yet always rejoicing, poor, yet making n‘l&:{
rich, having nothing, and yet p g all
things ; ” and how couldst thou ‘‘ take pleasure
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distress?” O Hero of a con-
tested field, the largest and grandest over which
anan ever fougﬁt ; Hero of a battle long, stren-
uous, and without a truce; what was the
blessed secret of thy strength? *‘God forbid
that I should glory save in the Cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” is the answer of thy life, —
From Christian Heroism, by Professor A, A.
Lipscomb.

©Opening and Closing Services for
+ Second Quarter of 1885.

OPENING SERVICE,

L. Silence.
IL. The Doxology.
TII. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Show me thy ways, O Lord : teach me
ithy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach
me. Psa, 25. 4, 5.

School. All the paths of the Lord are mercy
and truth unto such as keep his covenant and
ttestimonies. Psa. 10.

Supt. Lord, I have loved the habitation of
#hy house, and the place where thine honour
«dwelleth, Psa. 26. 8.

School. One thing have I desired of the
Lord, that will I seek after ; that I may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
inquire in his temple. Fsa. 27. 4.

Supt. Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary :
who is so great a God as our God ? Psa. 77. 13.

School. Blessed are they who keep his tes-
timonies, and that seek him with the whole
heart, Psa. 119. 2,

Supt. and School, Enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise ;
be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
Psa. 100. 4.

IV, Singing.

V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
II. Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson, by
Pastor or Superintendent.

V. Catechism Lessons,

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church,
service and week-evening prayer-meet-
ing).

CLOSING SERVICE,

I. Singing.

II. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Therefore we ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things which we have heard,
.ll‘;ni) at any time we should let them slip,

eb, 2. 1.

School. So teach us to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. O
satisfy us early with thy mercy ; that we may
rejoice and be glad all our days. Psa. 90, 12-
14,

Supt. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. Phil. 4. 7.

School. Now unto the King eternal, immor-
tal, invisible, the only wise God, be houour and
glory for ever and ever. 1 Tim. 1. 17.

THE APOSTLES' CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord ; who was conceived by the
Ho{y Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was ~rucified, dead and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints ; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the

y ; and the life everlasting. Amen.

JEroME, writing of the children of Christians,
says: *‘Let the child be accustomed, early in
the morning, to offer prayer and praise to God ;
and at evening again, when the day is past and
gone, let him end his labour by bringing his
evening offering to the Lord.” This beautiful
exhortation bears primarily and chiefly on
parents working within the family circle—
‘““that fairy ring of bliss "—but the Sunday
teacher, in talking to his Kupils on points of
Christian duty, can assist their parents by im-
pressing upon the children the idea that the
proper way to greet the morning light and to
close the evening hour is to do both with praise,
thanksgiving, and prayer.—S. 8. Journal.

Every Christian, of whatever distinctive
name, in proportion as he is really influenced
by the truths of Christianity, will find, when
he looks abroad upon the heathen world, no
cause for exultation from the comparison be-
tween his less favoured brethren and himself;
but on the contrary, his first and paramount
impression will be that of the greater dispropor-
tion between means and performances in his
case than in theirs—that of his deserving man
stripes, while they deserve few.—W. E. Glad-
stone.

THERE never were so many meetings for the
study of the Bible as now held in Boston, New
York, Chicago, and all the other centres of
population ; never such congregations attending
these meetings; and never so many teachers’
classes for study, even in remote villages. And
yet there are people who tell us that the Bible is
not studied in the Sunday-school as thoroughly
nor as generally as it was in the days of the
fathers.
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND EPISTLES.

A. D. 60.) LESSON 1.
Acts 27. 1,2, 14-26. [ Commit to memory verses 2-25.
1 And when it was determin
that we should sail into It’a-ly, they
elivered Paul and certain other
prisoners unto one named Ju’li-us,
a centurion of Au-gus’tus’ band.
2 And entering into a ship of Ad’-
| ra-myt’ti-um, we launched, mean-
ing to sail by the coasts of A’ H
one Ar'is-tur’chus, a Mac’e-do/ni-an
of Thes’su-lo-ni’s eing with us.

14 But not long after there arose against it a tempest-
wous wind, called Eu-roc/ly-don.

15 And when the + p was caught, and could not bear
up into the wind, w (st Aer drive.

16 And running - uder a certain island which is called
Claw’da, we had “uch work to come by the boat :

17 Which whe  they had taken up, they used helps,
andergirding ship; and, fearing lest they should
fall into the _sands, strake sail, and so were driven,

ing exceedingly tossed with a tempest,

18 An
the next duy they hightened the ship ;

At last the order came by which Paul was transferred
from the prison at Cesarea to the care of the centurion
who should convey him to Rome, the goal of his hopes.
There was a farewell with the Church at Cesarea, Philij
the evangelist parting with his former persecutor, an
mnr:iposl.lo. chained to & Roman soldier, stepped on
board the ship. By his side ure the beloved Luke, the
loyal Aristarchus, and, perhaps, the faithful Timothy.
They are in a motley compuny of soldiers, sailors, mer-
chants, and criminals, in & vessel bound for the shores
of the Agean. Tha{ pause for & day at Zidon ; they
5'.“ in sight of the island of Cyprus, where long ago

ul began those missionary labors which have ended
mow in bonds and Imrrlnonment: they change ships at
Myra, on the shore of Asia Minor, and they pass under
the lee of Crete, where their troubles begin. A mighty

Explanatory and

Verse 1. And when. Soon after the events of the
last lesson, which related the result of Puul's hearing
before Agrippa. It was determined. The question
was not settled that Paul was to be tried at Rome, be-
fore the emperor's court, and the determination was as
to the time and manner of the voyage. They. The
subordinate officials under Festus. Certain other
prisoners. Some may have been political prisoners of
social position, but most of them were doubtless rob-
bers, murderers, and outlaws. In such companionship
was the holy and noble-minded apostle compelled to
journey. Named Julius, He may have belonged to
the illustrious Julian family, from which Julius Cmsar
sprang ; and he was certainly & gentleman as well as a
soldier, for every reference to him shows kindness,
courage, and nobility of character. There is some rea-
son for identifying him with a certain Julius Priscus,
who afterward became commander of the pretorian
guard at Rome. To a centurion. A Roman officer in
command of a company consisting, when full, of one
hundred soldiers, There are four Roman centurions
mentioned in the New Testament, and all referred to in
an munner. A ' band, Augustus
was the title of the Roman emperor : and hence this
has been supposed to mean ‘‘the emperor’s hody-
guard,” and to indicate that a company of the pretorian
guard at Rome was assigned to the governor at Cesarea,
(1) The rulers of this world are often the unconscious in-
struments of God's purposes. (2) Saints may wear
mlm and dwell among criminals, but their hearts are

2. Entering. Literally, *‘ embarking,” one of the
many expressions in this chapter showing Luke's pre-
«cise acquaintance with nautical terms. A -hlg. he
ancient ships were high and broad, propelled by both
suils and ours, and steered by two oars fastened to the
stern, Adramyttium. This sea-port, for which
the vessel was bound, was on the western coast of Asia
Minor, in the province of Mysia. There were no pas-
senger lines of vessels, and travelers took whatever
#hips were sailing toward their destination. Meaning

PAUL'S VOYAGE.

[April 5.

19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands
the tackling of the ship.

20 And when neither sun nor stars in mnu{ days ap-
peared, and no small tempest lay on s, ull hope that
we ghould be saved was then taken away.

21 But after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the
midst of them, and suid, Sirs, yeshould have hearkened
unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to huve
gained this harm and loss.

22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer : for
there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but
of the ship.

23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God,
whose I am, and whom I serve,

24 Saying, Fear not, Paul ; thou must be brought be-
fore Cee’sar : and, lo, God hath given thee all them that
#ail with thee,

25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer : for I believe
God, that it shall be even as it was told me.

26 Howbeit we must be cast upon & certain island.

Statement.

tornado sweeps down upon their vessel from the heights
of Mount Ida, and i riven far out of its course. The
sails are rent, the mast and rigging are broken, and the
creaking ship opens her seams. Day after day the
storm continues, night after night no stars are seen.
The crew and passengers, huddled together in the
leaking craft, are in momentary terror, lest they may
either founder in the ses, or dash upon the shallows of
the African coast, Hungry, and drenched, and sleep-
less, they are in the sorest trouble, when suddenly &
calm voice is heard, and a confident face shines upon
the crowd. It is the apostle Paul, who in the hour of
need steps forward as the master of affairs, He gives
to them the cheering promise from his Lord that their
lives are safe in an Almighty hand, and bids them wait
in patience and hope for the promised deliverunce.

Practical Notes.

to sail br The vessel was to pass along the southern
shores of Asia Minor, and thence through the Ageun
Sea, It is probable that the centurion’s purpose was
to land at Adramyttium, cross the n, journey
through Macedonia, and thence sail across the driatic
Sea to Brundusium, which was the ordinary route to
Rome. But at Myra, in Lycia, they met an Alexandrian
vessel laden with wheat, and bound directly for Rome.
This changed the plan. The prisoners were trans-
nhlrped, and the storm soon after overtook them.
Arlstarchus. This was one of Paul's most faithful
friends. He had left his home to journey with Paul to
Jerusalem, stayed near him during his two years' im-
prisonment, was now his companion in the voyage, und
remained with him at Rome in such close fellowship that
two years after thix Paul ealled him *‘my fellow-
prisoner.” Thessalonica. The largest clt{ in Mace-
donia, where Paul had founded a Church on his second
journey, to which he had written his two earliest
episties. Being with us. So the apostolic company
probably consisted of at least fonr persons, Paul. Luke,
Aristarchus, and Timothy. (8) In trouble. nothing is
more comforting than the companionship of Christian
friends.

14. Notice that eleven verses are omitted from the
lesson. They give account of a visit to Zidon, u voyage

st Cyprus, a change of ships at Myra, a difficult pass-
ng by Crete, and a temporary anchorage at a place
called Fair Havens, where Paul urged them to remain
and avoid a storm. Not long after, After leaving the
island of Crete, und sailing westward, Arose against
it. Rather, as in Rev. Ver., ‘‘beat down from it."
that s, from the island of Crete. A tempestuous
wind. 'In Greek the word is one which lmrlleu “u tor-
nado with a whirl,” Called Euroclydon, Or,
in Rev. Ver., Euraguilo, A well-known gale in the
Mediterranean, now called *‘alevanter.” It resembles
our * north-easter."

15. Could not bear up. Literally, *“ could not look
the wind in the eye," that is. face the wind, as in Rev,
Ver., a figure of speech the more vivid becuuse a
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large eye was generall inted on each side of an an-
cient vessel’s prow, e letherdrive. “ Giving way,
we were driven," They were driven in a south-west-
erly direction, past the little island of Clauda.

16. Running under, Under the lee of the island,
in order to be protected b{ it from the gaule. Clauda,
A small island, twenty miles from Crete, now called
Gozzo. We had much work, v. Ver,, ' we were
able, with difficulty, to secure the boat ;' which up to
this time had been trailing behind the larger vessel,
From the storm it was doubtless filled with water, and
hard to manage, so that passengers lent “heir ald to
secure it.

17. They used helps. Ancient ships were less
firmly built than modern; and hence more liable to
strain and founder. It was customary to wind cables
uround them in iormy weather, to keep the planks
from starting, and this i8 the process here mentioned.
Fall into the quicksands, Rev, Ver,, ** the Syrtis ;
a well-known shoal on the African c which
the wind was now driving them. 8¢ Rather,
a8 in Rev. Ver., ‘‘lowered the gear.” They did not
furl the sail, but lowered it with the cordage, which
when raised would make the ship top-heavy. So were
driven. With lowered topsuils, and creaking timbers,
and a leaking vessel, the hurricane bore them onward,
u?parenlly toward the shoals, where they must inevita-
bly be wrecked. (4) God sometimes uses slrange ways
lo carry out his purposes., .

18, 19. Exceedingly tossed, One fact, though not
named, was undoubtedly the cause of the messures
taken ; the ship was leaking badly, Lightened the
ship. By throwing overboard all bulky articles not ab-
solutely necessary. The third day. "As the ship was
letting in more and more water. With our own hands.
The prisoners, pussengers, and Luke himsell assisting.
‘The tackling. Either the heavy spars und yards, or
(us the n in, ** furniture,” would imply) the beds,
tables, chests, and movable articles generully.

20. Neither sun nor stars. The ancients had no
compass, and hence were dependent on the heavenly
bodies for gukdance in sailing. In many days. Per-
haps during all the fourteen days between the setting
suil from Creteand the stranding at Malta, All hope

..taken away. Asthey saw the leaks gaining, the
vessel more und more unmanagenble, and slowly sink-
ing, and the storm still raging around them. (5) Weare
brought into helplessness that we may trust God the
wmore fully. (6) While all is dark, one star yet shines for
the believer.

21. Longabstinence. Inthe crowded vesselno fire
could be lit, and no food cooked, and in momentary fear
of death no one desived food. Paul stood forth, He
'was calm, for he hud received a promise from on high
that both himself and all on board would be saved.
There is something emphatic in the expression ** stood
forth,” as if to mark that Paul came to the front as the
true commander in the crisis. ¥e should huve heark..
ened. This was not to boast over his own foresight,
but to mu weight to his present counsel. Not have
loosed from Crete. This advice e had proffered in
verse 10. (V) He who lives in fellowship God learns
the will of God.

22, Be of good cheer. Cofinsel not easy to follow
in u foundering ship and a fonming sea, but the confi-
dent tone and peaceful face of the apostle were their
own warrant, No loss of any man’s life. A bold pre-
diction to hazard under such perilous surroundings.
But of the -hlr. Paul had not received a complete
revelation, but three facts were clear tohim : the safety
of the voyugers, the loss of the ship, and the casting up-
on an island.

23. There stood by me, This was a vision, such as
had been vouchsufed to Paul several times in his his-
tory. The angel of God. Rev. Ver., ‘‘an angel."
The book of Acts is full of angelic ministrations. God,
whose | am, and whom I serve. fearless confes-
sion, which n‘mwu a disciple never ashamed to own his
Lord. (8) There are spiritual beings of whose existence
the Scriptures ave the only witnesses. (9) The children of
God have invisible servitors and ministers around them.
(10) We should be ready before all men to proclaim our
loyalty to God.

24. Fear not. It would be instructive to search in
the Acts for all the occasions when this heavenly ** Fear
not™ was spoken. Must be brought before Cwmsar.
The uppearance before the emperor, which others on
board were dreading, this man, conscious of |nle!‘:hy.
looked forward to with joyful expectation. God hath
given thee. In answer to his prayer, for the generous
heart of Paul made the troubles of others his own, even
though they were cruel soldiers and selfish eailors,
(11) 7t is the saints in the world which keep it in safety.

25, 26. 1 believe God. Just in proportion to faith
is the measure of a man's cheer in trying circumstances,
Paul could be peaceful in the storm, and rejoicing in
the prison. A certain island. He knew not what
island, nor where located, for the assurance did not
give particular revelation, because it was not needful.

HOME READINGS.
M. Paul's voyage, Acts27, 1, 2, 14-26.
Tu. Paul foresees danger, Acts 27. 3-13.
" The angel's charge. Murk 16, 1-13.
. The manner of resurrection, 1 Cor. 15. 30-58.
F. Belief in the resurrection. Job 19. 21-29,
The resurrection necessary. Luke 24. 36-53,
The resurrection foretold. Psa. 16. 1-11.

GOLDEN TEXT.

I believe God, that it shall be even as it waw told
me, Ac's 27. 25,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 11, Dominion Hymnal,
Jesus ! the Name high over all,
In hell, or earth, or sky ; ete.
No. 266, Dominion Hymnal.
He leadeth me ! oh ! blessed thought,
Oh! words with heavenly comfort fraught ; eto.
No. 119, Dominion Hymnal,
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pligrim through this barren land ; ete.
TIME.—A. D. 60, beginning near the close of the
summer.

PLACES.—Cesarea, the Roman capital of Pales-
tine ; the Mediterranean Sen, near the islands of Crete
and Clauda. (See Descriptive Index.)

RULERS.—Nero, Emperor of Rome ; Porcins Fes-
tus, Procurator of Palestine; Agrippa IL, King of

Bashan ; Corbulo, Prefect of Syria; Ishmuel, highe
priest of the Jews.

DocTRINAL SuGGESTION—The ministry of angels.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. A Voyage,v. 1, 2
Where did Festus decide to serd Paul ?
To whose care was he intrusted ¥
‘What route did they expect to take

2. A Storm, v, 14-20.

What hurpened to the ship ¢

What did the sailors do ¥

Near what island did they come ?

What was their condition ¥

What wus done the next, and third day #

To what condition were they brought ?
3. A Vision, v, 21-25,

Who now addressed the ship's company

For what did he chide them ?

To what did he exhort them ?

What had been granted Paul #

What promige had the angel made ?

How was Paul’s faith ¢

Practical Teachings,
How does this lesson illustrate—
1. The uncertainty of our way ?
2. The deceptiveness of appearances »
8. The advantage of faith in God #
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. A Voyage, v. 1, 2.

\\'hereywmt Paul to be sent ?

To whose care was he committed ?

What course was intended to be taken ?

Who went with Paul’s party ?
‘2. A Storm, v, 14-20.

What danger beset the ship ?

What did the sailors do ?

What befell them at Clauda ?

Why was sail shortened ¥

What was done on the second day of the storm ?

What on the third duy ¢

What added to their gloom ?

What effect had these things upon the voyagers ?
3. A Vision, v, 21-26.

Who spake words of cheer ?

Of what advice did he remind them ?

What was his exhortation ¥

What cheering prophecy did he give ?

‘What message had been given him ?

By what means were they to be saved ?

‘Feachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson do we find—

1. Peril through neglected advice ?
2. Heavenly comfort in peril ¢
8. Faith in'what God has revealed ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
How long was Paul a prisoner in Cesarea? Two

ears,

Before whom had he been tried ? Felix and Festus,
the Roman governors, and King Agrippa.

Where and to whom was he now sent ¢ To Rome,
ito be tried before the emperor.

Who had charge of Paul and the other prisoners ?
A Roman captain named Julius,

See if you can find out from this and the next two
lessons how he treuted Puul ?

Who went with Paul as friends ? Luke and Aris-
tarchus,

After a safe voyuge as far as the island of Crete, what
«id Paul tell them ¥ That if they went any farther
there would be danger of shipwreck.

. Did they believe him ! No; and the ship went on
ts way.

|\'(:iry soon what came ? A great storm of rain and

n;

w .

What did they have to do? Pat strong ropes
around the -Mr 10 hold it together, and threw over-
board every thing they could spare. =

What trouble were the sailors in ¥ The sun, moon,
and stars did not nprenr for days, and the ship was
driven before the wind,

How did they feel ! They scarcely tasted foud,
and all but Paul gave up hope of being saved.

In the midst of all this trouble what did Paul say to
them ? ““If you had listened to me vou would not
have met with all this harm and loss.”

How did he encourage them ? He said: * Be of
good cheer, for though our ship will be lost, our
lives will he saved.”

How did Y.uul know this # An angel of the Lord
he loved and served had appeared to him in the
uight and told him,

Where did the angel say they would be cast? Upon
a certain island,

Did ‘Puul believe the message ? [Repeat the GoLpEN

EXT.

Words with Little People,
There is nothing so sure in all the world as God’s woru.
“* All thut He hath spoken, he will surely do !
Nothing shall be broken, every word is true."

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For thn entire school.]

1. Unto whom was Paul delivered when it was de-
termined he should go to Italy ? * Unto one named
Julius, a centurion.”

2. W»-* happened to the ship in which Paul had em-
barked . ¢ There arese against it a tempestuous
wind.”

3. When the tempest raged fiercely what did the voy-
agers do ? **They lightened the ship.”

4. When no hope of surviving was left, what did
Paulsay ? *‘ Be of good cheer.”

5. What did the angel of God say to Paul ¢
not.”

¢ Fear

CATECHISM QUESTION,
1. What new commandment did our Lord give to His
disciples ?

That they should love one another, as He had loved
them.

John xiii. 34, [John xv. 12, 18; John ii. 7, 8]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Bellever in Trouble.

L. Tue TrousLE.
1. Paul and certain other prisoners. v. 1.
“I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ.,”" Eph. 8. 1.
“I suffer trouble....even unto bonds.” 2 Tim. 2.9,
2. Arose. ...a tempestuous wind. v. 14,
“Sto'my wind.. . lifteth up the waves." Psa.
107. 25.
“Thy billows are gone over me.” Psa. 42, 7.
8. Neither sun nor stars. v. 2.
“Such as sit in darkness.” Psa. 107. 10.
“ Valley of the shadow of death.” Psa, 28. 4.
4. Al hope....taken away. v. 0.
“Qur hopeis lost," Ezek. 87. 11.
“Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me." Isa.
49. 14.
II. Tue BeLiEvER,
1. Foresight. * Ye should have hearkened.” v. 21,
“1 perceive....much hurt.” v. 10.
‘He revealeth his secret unto his servants.”” Amos
3.7
2. Courage. ** Be of good cheer.” v.22.
“Troubled....yet not distressed.” 2 Cor, 4.8,
“ Fear thou not....Iam with thee.” Isa. 41. 10.
8. Confession. * God, whose I an.” v. 23.
“ With the mouth confession is made." Rom. 10. 10.
* Confess me before men.” Matt, 10. 32.
4. Influence. ** God hath given thee.” v. 4.
“ Ye shall be a blessing.” Zech. 8. 13.
“Fifty righteous....will spare all.”” Gen. 18, 26.
5. Faith. I believe God.” v. 25,
“I know whom I have believed.” 2 Tim. 1. 12,
‘‘ Staggered not at the promise.” Rom. 4. 20.

| THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Lessons from the Storm.

1. Storms befall God’s people while they are in this
‘ life, just as they befall sinners ; but the people of God
have comforts in trouble which others know not of.
v. |4,

2.°When death stares men in the face their true
character is revealed. Nothing in Paul's history shows
his sincerity more clearly than his conduct in the
storm. v. 21

3. Men will throw overboard every thing to save
their lives, and so should they sacrifice every thing to
gave their souls. v. 18, 19,

4. In all the storm, God's eye was on that tossing
vessel, und so in all our trials God is watching over us,
and caring for us, even while we know it not. v. 23, 24,

5. See what a blessing in trouble one good, trusting
man ean become ! Through one godly. believing man,
a whole ship's company are saved. v. 24.

@. In times of trouble we should think of others, and
try to help dnd comfort them. v. 25.
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An English Teacher’s Notes on the
Liessons.

BY SBARAH GERALDINA STOCK,

Tw the daily newspapers we may see a col-
umn or so devoted to shipping news, recording the
setting out of certain vessels, the passing of others
at some well-known point, and the arrival of others
at the distant port, as well as any particular casual-
ties that may have occurred. To the general reader
these items of intelligence present no great interest,
but to some person the shipping column of news
will be the most valuable part of the paper. The
eye of the reader will search carefully down the list
for tidings of some particular vossel, Why? That
vessel carries cargo belonging to him, valuable
property it may be, or something perbaps of still
higher worth, a relative or dea: friend. Every
movement, therefore, of that vessel is full of interest,
every scrap of intelligence concerning its course is
eagerly caught up and treasured. But this is all the
reader can do. e cannot control one movement
of the ship nor give the slightest help in time of
need.

In the present day the sea is the great highway
of the world, and vessels cross and recross one an-
other's tracks in all directions. But although the
nautical activity of ancient times could not bear
comparison with that of our age, yet in Paul's day
there was a brisk communication going on between
the different parts of the Mediterranean. Merchants
and travelers went to and fro by water, and many
must have been the vessels, day by day so long as
fair weather lasted, entering and leaving the various
harbors, In Acts 27 two vessels are singled out for
mention, a “ship of Adramyttium” and a corn
ship of Alexandrin. We see the starting of the
first, and follow her course for a short space; then
our attention is directed to the second, and the nar-
rative of this vessel’s adventures becomes more and
more absorbing until, forsaken by her crew, she
suceumbs to the wrath of wind and wave. Why
are these vessels singled out for mention in this
part of God’s word? Because they carried that
which was his own peculiar property, that which
he loved and prized. And sach property is not
only the porjetual object of his interest, but also of
his ever-present care. He is able to keep it.

Of the particular business of the first vessel we
are told nothing, only of those who embarked in her,
namely, the Roman centurian Julius with his co-
hort and “certain prironers” bound for Rome, to-
gether with Luke the physician and Aristarchus of
Thessalonica, who panied Paul. Paul had
been told thut he must * bear witness "’ of Christ at
Rome (chap. 28. 11), and this was the Lord’s way
of bringing him thither. The precious cargo was
for the time committed to this **ship of Advamyt-
tium.”

See how the Lord looked after his property.
From the prison at Cesarea Paul had been trans-
ferred to the ship, weary and worn, no doubt, with
his long imprisonment. But the very next day,
the vessel stopping for some hours at Sidon, he is

allowed by the centurion te go to his friends to * re-
ceive attention (ver. 8, margin), to be cared for,
to have his bodily wants attended to, and his spirit
refreshed and checred before the voyage. Con-
trary winds make the vessel’s progress slow, but on
coming to the port of Myra an opportunity for
shortening the voyage presents itsel’. There is a
vessel sailing direct for Italy, and to that the party
is transferred. Hence we follow the course of the
“ghip of Alexandria.”

Then comes the perilous voyage, sailing forward,
though under the lee of the island of Crete, with
difficulty, till a harbor offers itself which affords
shelter from the adve:se wind then blowing. And
here the question arises: Shall they remain over
winter in this temporary refuge (the time having
gone by when the voyage to Italy may be made in
safety), or press on till a better one is reached?
The shipmen give their opinion; the centurion, in
virtue of his office, claims a deciding voice in the
matter; no one, we should imagine, would consult
the prisoners. Yet Paul is allowed to speak, and is
listened to, thoug : the wholesome counsel is not
taken, and the r.eltering harbor is soon left be-
hind,

And soon the whole party are in imminent dan-
ger. A furious gule beats upon the ship ; the boat
is nearly lost; the timbers have to be carefully
bound together with xtout ropes to prevent the ves-
rel going to pieces; the upper sails are taken down;
by and by every thing on board that can be dis-
pensed with is thrown into the sea; still the dan-
ger increases, neither the sun is visible by day, nor
the stars by night, and death stares them in the
face.

But the Lord’s cargo is ‘on board, That ship

| carries the man who is going to Rome to preach the

glorious Gospel and to witness for the Crucified
One. And so the ship yet weathers the storm.
And in case heart and flesh should fail in the hour
of peril (harder to bear as a prisoner in chains than
as an active helper—for the reading of the Revised
Version seems to give no ground for the idea that
Paul was allowed to assist), the angel of God stands
by his servant with the words “ Fear not,” and
the comforting assurance that for his sake the lives
of all shall be saved.

Thus the Lord cared for the property which be-
Jonged to him. But it may be said, all in the ves-
sel helonged to him, as their Creator and Prescrver,
and because they were part of that * world »* whick he
t g0 loved’? “that he gave his only begotten Son.”
Yes, but the greater number did not recognize this
ownership. Paul did: * Whose I am, and whom I
serve” was his description of himself; he was the
Lord’s slave, the Lord’s servant, And this entire
surrender of himself insured for him the tender
care of his heavenly Master, gave him peace and
calm in the hour of trial, and gained for him the
honor and happiness of being able to assure his
companions of their escape. ‘“‘Not your own is
at once the rafest, the most blessed, and the most
honorable of all conditions,

—
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Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Clas,

If you keep a file of the JOURNAL look over the notes
and hints on this lesson, especially the English Teach-
er's Notes, as given for Nov. 25,1877... Draw a map of
the coast from Palestine, including the southern shore
of Asia Minor, inserting Cyprus and Crete, and trace
the course of the vessel. .. .Explain the expressions and
words, * centurion ;" * Euroclydon ;" ‘‘ship was
caught ; "' ** undergirding ;" * quicksands,” ete., ete.
....Show what were the troubles of the apostle, draw-
ing them forth from the class as far as possible, and
write them in a column on the blackboard. For exam-
ple: 1.) Prisoner ; 2.) Companionship with criminals ;
3) The storm ; 4.) Danger of death, etc., etc....Next
«how Paul's comforts in his troubles, such as, 1.) His
friends, Luke and Aristarchus ; 2.) Consciousness of
innocence ; 8.) The care of God ; 4.) The ministry of
angels, etc. ... Then show the spirit which Paul mani-
fested in his troubles : 1) Cheerfulness ; 2.) Trust in
God ; 8.) Courage ; 4.) Symputhy with others ; 5.) Con-
fession of Christ....ILLUSTRATIONS. It was a storm at
sea which showed John Wesley his own need of  con-
scious salvation. While himself and others were in
alarm, expecting to be shipwrecked in mid-ocean, he
saw a company of Moravian Christians who were calm
and joyous, and their spirit of faith caused him to rec-
ognize his own lack of religion. See John Wesley's
Journal (a good book for every teacher to read) for
January, 1786....True character is often shown in dan-
gerat sea, When a Sound steamer was lost a few years
ago, while shrieks and cries of terror were heard
around, one family were seen sitting together, & moth-
er and her child singing Sunday-school songs of
trust in God. ... A well-known infidel of the last century,
while crossing the Atlantic, was in a storm, and falling
upor: 1iis knees prayed to God for mercy and protection,
But he went back to unbelief when clear weather came.

References. Freeman's Hanp-Book. Ver. 1:

The Roman cohort, 725. Ver. 16 : The skiff, 855. Ver.
17: * Undergirding," 856.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

..\%EL\E\:E GOD £

IN STO,RM

i STEER 3%
oRRA- i Twsor®

ExrLaNATION. The light-house symbolizes Paul's
faith in the promige of God. He said, “Be of good
cheer, for I believe God.” Let these words be the light
to guide us when we are in storm or trial—*' I believe
@od.” Direcrions, Draw the light-house with white
chalk, the rays of light with yellow, and the water with
blue.

Why do I believe God ? Examination of the promises.
Do I believe God ¥ Examination of the heart.
1 believe God : Assurance of faith.
Believe God : Admonition to others,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M,

LessoN Tuoveur. Believing God. A few strokes of
the crayon will give you a stormy sea ; outline a little
vessel, and you have wherewith to hold the eyes of the
children while you tell the story of the voyage. Recall
the last lesson, where Paul was waiting for a ship to
carry him to Italy. See if the children remember that
he was going there to be tried for his life, yet he went
willingly, for he knew that this was a part of God's
plan. Teach that one whose life is given to God need
not fear whatever may come to him. It will repay the
teacher to study the details of this voyage carefully.
The story is an exciting one, and if it betold graphically
will hold the children, and prepare them for the lessons
which may be drawn from it. Certain points in the
story should be brought vividly forward, as Paul pray-
ing in the night, and the angel's visit,

OUR LIFE A VOYAGE,

Draw a little boat. Teach
IS JESUS that the little children are the
> little boats on life's sea. A
ON BOARD storm will wreck a small boat
\ ‘ more readily than a large one.
B N Ask whose business it is to
-—,‘/’2\) look out for tle safety of a
ship. Tell how the captain
keeps watch day and night in
time of danger, and see if children can tell who is the
Captain of all the boats on life's sea. Is he on the little
boate as well as the big ships ? Teach that Jesus
watches over the least little child, and though the storm
may come, he will be near to keep those who cali upom

him for help, as Paul did.

THE STORM OF SIN,

Talk about a literal storm—the high wind, the thun-
der, the lightning. Describe a child in a passion—the
flashing eyes, the loud voice, the quick motion. Thig
little voyager is in a storm ! What can save him from
shipwreck  He cannot save himeelf ; the storm is too
heavy for his little boat. Ask what Paul did. He
called the Captain to come and help. That is what
children must do who get into a storm. Speak of dif-
ferent ways in which the storm of sin may rise. Some-
times it may look pleasant when the storm is raging.
But there is & voice in the heart which always tells
when the waves are rising.

BELIEVING GOD.

Paul knew that he could not save the ship. and that
all the sailors and soldiers together could not save it, so
he called upon God. When God answered him, and
enid, * Fear not," he believed God. 8o if we believe
God's word to us we shall be saved, for we shall let
him save us. Teach that Paul was able to help others
by his faith in God, and that our gimple belief in him
may be the means of leading others to believe him, and
80 be saved.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

All is ready for the long voyage to Italy ! There is
Paui upon the deck. There are the other prisoners.
There stand on guard the soldiers. Rope and sail and
anchor are in their places. Thecrew are at their posts.
The sky is clear., The sun is bright. * Vale! Vale!"
cries the Roman centurion. * Hometo Italy! Al will
be well 1" Ah, the strong wind above, the cruel sea
below, murmur, * We shall see | Off Crete now, and
upon them, like a beast from its lair, bursts that dreaded.
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wind, Euroclydon! The ship is * caught™ and held
by that enemy ! Ho, what a tempest, all the sky full
of wrath and rcar! Blow, blow, blow! Before the
wind, drives the ship with creaking ropes and bending
ma nd frightened crew. And those big, wrathful
billows, how they rise and swell and thunder ! Blow,
blow, blow ! That island over there, looming up dark,
misty, foam-fringed—they “run under” it! They
secure their boat. They * undergird” the straining,
trembling ship. They furl every inch of fluttering
canvas., Into the hungry, frothing, stretching jaws
«©of the deep, they are throwing some box or bale or
cask. And still that unappeased Euroclydon! Blow,
blow, blow ! Another long, fearful night. They are
pitching into the sea the very * tackling ™ of the ship.
No sun by day. No stars by night. Only wind and
wave chasing that frightened vessel. But ho, centurion
and captain, do you know that in the night your un-

lucky craft has been boarded by a messenger from a
great King exp g interest and safety ?
Did you not see him when he came aboard, when he
glided across the wave-washed deck, when he stepped
down the hatch-way, when in all his stateliness and
beauty he waited upon—whom ¢ The leaders in the
ship # No, but that prisoner whom you may have de-
spised, and with what an assurance of safety did the
great King strengthen him! And now the prisoner
stunds in the midst of a hungry, shivering crowd be-
tween the decks. No hope in all their faces, only a
terror as they hear the awful Euroclydon launching its
billows against the quivering vessel. The next moment
they may be sinking in the awful deep. One man with
courage and hope, though, stands up and says, *‘ Be of
good cheer ! Ah, it was the angel of the Lord who
boarded the vessel and brought to Paul these tidings of
deliverance.

——

A.D. 60,

Acts 27, 27-44. [ Commil to memory verses 83-36.]

27 But when tha fourteenth night

Wwas come, as we were driven up and

down in A’dri-a, about midnight the

shipmen deemed that they drew
near to some country ;

28 And sounded, and found i

M twenty fathoms: and when they

| had gone a little farther, they

sounded again, and found i¢ fifteen

fathoms.

29 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon
wrocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and
‘wished for the day.

30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the
ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under
;:olor yﬂ' though they would have cast anchors out of the

'oreship,

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Ex-
ceg; these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat,
and let her fall off.

33 And while the day was coming on, Paul hesought
Zhem all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth
day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having
taken nothing.

84 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat ; for this

is for your health : for there shall not a hair fall from
the head of any of you.

General S

For two weeks the Alexandrian wheat-ship has rolled
helplessly over the sea, driven by the winds, beaten by
he waves, and leaking at everﬁ seum, Nearly three
hundred people are huddled together between her decks,
n such terror that they have scarcely desired food, and
have not dared to sleep. Suddenly a booming sound is
heard above the roar of the storm. The practiced ears
of the wailors recognize it as the beatiug of the break-
ers upon some shore which is every moment drawing
nearer. They drop anchors from the stern, hoping to
hold the vessel until the day ehall reveal the land,
whether rocks or beach. The selfish sailors seize the
boat. and are prevented from leaving the ship and all
on board to their fate only by the watchfulness of Paul
the prisoner. The gray morning dawns upon a throng
of pallid, terror-smitten faces, but again the aposile ap-
pears as the master, and by his encouraging worcs and

LESSON 11, PAUL'S SHIPWRECK.

[April 12,
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and
ave thanks to God in presence of them all ; and when

e had broken if, he began to eat.

36 Then were they all of good cheer and they also took
some meat.

87 And we were in all in the ship two hundred three-
score and sixteen souls,

38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened
the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land :
but the(y discovered n certain creek with a shore, into
:he :h ?nlll they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust
n the ship.

40 Andpwhen they had taken up the anchors, they
committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rud-
der-bands, and hoicied up the mainsail to the wind,
and made toward shore.

41 And falling into a place where two seas met, the;
ran the siip aground ; and the fore-part stuck fast, an
remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken
with the violence of the waves.

42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners,
lest any of them should swim out, and escape.

43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them
from their purpose ; and commanded that they which
could z;wlg should cast themselves first into the sea, and
get to land :

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken
pieces of the ship. And so it cameto pass, that they
excaped all safe to land.

tatement.

example induces them to partake of the food which
will be needed ere the day is done. At last the land
appears, a bay with land on either side, and calm
waters within. Toward this they strive to guide the
foundering vessel. A sail is raised upon the bow, the
anchors are cut loose from the stern, snd the vessel is
horne toward the bay. A new hope cawns upon the
prisoners, bat is =oon quenched by a more hideous dan-
ger. The soldiers dcﬂhenlely propose to murder the
prisoners, lest they may escape from their hands on the
shore, but once more Paul becomes the preserver of all
throngh the centurion's regard. The ship strikes vpon
the clay beach, and is dashed in pieces, and for a fourth
time in his life Paul is breasting the waves of the Medi-
terranean, At lust all stand shiverivg, but safe, on the
shore.

Explanatory aud Practical Notes.

Verse 27. The fourteenth night. From the time
when they had left the island of Crete; and investiga-
tion has shown’that in similar circumstances and time
vessels have drifted just the distance from Crete to
Malta, four hundred and seventy-six miles, Adria,
The Adriatic Sea, which included also what is now
<called the Ionian Sea. 'med that they drew near,
Literally, ** that some land was approachiny them."
“They knew it by the sound of the breakers on te shore.

28. Sounded. By letting down a line. Twenty

fathoms. The fathom is the space measured by the
outstretched arme, about six feet ; =o that this would
be one hundred and twenty feet. Fifteen fathoms,
Showing that it was more shullow as they neared the
land. mt soundings have shown that such is the
depth opposite St. Paul's Bay at Malta,

29. Lest we should have fallen. They feared that
the land, whatever it might be, was hordered by reefs,

upon which the «hip would be dashed in pieces by the
heavy sea., Four anchors. Ancient anchors were
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much smaller than those now in use, and ships earried
a larger number, Out of the stern. It wus usuul to
anchor from the bow, but sometimes anchors were cast
from the stern, which in this instance would allow
the vessel to head toward the shore. Admiral Nelson
anchored in the same manner at the siege of Copen-
hagen in 1801, the plan having been suggested to him
by reading thig passage.—Howson, Wish d for the
day. It was a night of suspense : for they could hear
the breakers beating, and feel the waves rolling, and
knew not what the morrow might reveal. (1) Z%e child
of God is as safe in his Father's hands by night as by
day.

30. The shipmen. The sailors. About to flee,
They would have tried to save themselves in the boat,
Jeaving every body else to their fate. We see how
utterly despicable and selfish and cruel was that entire
company of sailors, soldiers, and eriminals for whom
l’nuf rayed. (2) The Christian should labor and pray
Jor uﬂ men, regardless of their character and deserts.
Under color. The pretense was that they were going
to carry anchors out b{ the bout from the bow, and
cast them at the cuble’s length.

31, 32. To the centurion. Paul's steadfast friend,
Julius, who was in command of the company. Except
these ablde. The sailors were needed to work the
ship, and bring her uruu the shore : and their help was
necessary tosave the livesof ull. Ye cannot be saved.
His own life was ‘prumlwd’ for he must needs *‘see
Rome ; "' but the lives of his companions were condi-
tional upon their efforts to save themselves ; o he says
“ye, not * we. (3) The strongest faith in God does
not require us to neglect ¢ffort for ourselves. The wsol-
diers cut off the ropes. The little boat was hung by

to the vessel, and though it seemed to be neces-
84 vas thrown away in_order to compel the sailors
to remain on board. (4) We sacrifice the lesser values
in order to save the grealer; so should we give up
the most precious things of life in order to save our
souls.

33. While the day. Tn the early twilight, before
the dawning upon which all their faint hopes were
depending, Paul besought them all. The apostle

in appears as the true commander, calm in dis-
tress, equal to emergency, wise in_plans, and un-
selfish in his desive to save all, To take meat. A day
of strennous effort lay before them, but Panl was the
only person with forethought of their need. T'he four-
teenth v. Not that they had been without food for
a_ fortnight, but had partaken of no regular meals.
He spoke in strong terms, to impress their needs upon
his hearers. (5) T%he Uhristian is the only man who in
the 4{66[1614' sense takes (he needs of the future into ac-
count.

34. Take some meat. Any kind of food may be
meant, This is for your health, Rather. as in Rev.
Ver., * your safety ; *" which required the strength to be
afforded by food. ~ Not & hair fall. _This is u proverbial
expression for perfect safety, (6) No harm can come to
him who is in God's hand.

35. Gave thanks to God. He showed his religious
principles and his trust in God, by the blessing which
a plous Jew was wont to offer before partaking of
food. In presence of them all. Not ashamed to con-
fess hix dependence upon God before godless and scorn-
ful unbelievers, Broken it. The bread was in thin
biscnits, and was not cut, but broken. Began to eat,
Thereby giving them the encotiragement of his example,
(7) We should show by word and act before all men that
we are the people of God.

36, 37. Then were they all. The whole company,
officers, soldiers, sailors, prisoners,and other passengers,
like Luke and Aristarchus. (8) See the influence which
radiates forth from one good, strong-hearted man.

Good cheer, They felt the contagion of his cheerful
countenance and inspiring words, and followed his ex-
umple. Two hundred three score and sixteen, A
vessel earryiufsu many people, besides a full eargo of
wheat, must have been as large as most of the ships
traversing the Mediterranean at present.

38, Eaten enough. The expression means ** bein,
filled with food,” showing that it was a hearty meal,
and greullyl(n'cmnlml their own safety by giving them
strength., Throwing out the wheat. The curgo was
doubtless spoiled by the salt-water, and made the ~es-
sel sit deeply in the sea, so that it could be beached
more easily after it was thrown overboard.

.39, They knew not the land. They were so far
out of their course that they could not recognize the
shore of Melita, now called ’Mulm. certain creek
with a shore. The Rev. Ver. has “a certain bay with
u beach.” This has been shown to be the well-known
**8t. Paul's Bay," on the north-east point of the sland,
between Koura Point and the small island of Sulmon-
etta. To thrust in the ship. This would enable them
to go ashore in comparatively calm waters and upon a
sandy beach, avoiding the heavy sea and rocks,

40. Taken up the anchors. ..committed them-
selves to the sea. Rather, * letting go, or cutting
loose the anchors, they left them in the sea.” The
second clause refers still to the anchors, not, as our ver-
sion would indicate, to themselves. Loosed the rud-
der-bands. Ancient ships were guided by two oars
from the sides of the stern. These had been fastened
3[\1; out of the water, while the ship was at anchor,

le{ were now let down into the sea once more, and
used to steer the vessel toward the buy. Hoisted the
mainsail, Prolmhl{ this refers rather to a temporary
small snil raised at the bow, to obtain steerage-way for
the vessel,

41. A place where two seas met. The point
where the current of the bay i# met by a current flow-
ing between Salmonetta and Malta, of which |ha‘v would
be ignorant until they entered the bay. Ran the ship
aground, The beach where the vessel grounded has
since been wushed away, but the dip of the geologic
strata £hows it must have been there formerly. Fore-
part stuck fast. In the shoal of clay. Hinder part
was broken. The waves from two channels meet upon
the ship's stern, already racked, and in a little while
dashed it in pieces,

42. The soldiers’ counsel. More than a thought,
it was a deliberate purpose, from which they were de-
terred only by the authority of their commander. To
kill the prisoners. Just as hope began to dawn, a
new danger arose, from the merciless nature of the sol-
diers, - who were themselves responsible for their

risoners, even to the extent of bearing their sentence
I they should escape. The sailors® selfishness and the
soldiers® cruelty stand as the dark background of the
apostle’s noble nature,

43, Willing to save Paul. By taking this respon-
sibility he showed how sincere was his friendship, and
algo how strong was the hold which Paul's character
took upon all who came in contuct with him. Kept
them from their purpose. So once more, by the
value of his life, the apostle verifies the promise, and
becomes the means of saving others. They which could
swim....first. That they might be ready to assist the
rest on Iundlnyr’ Paul was ﬁ)rohnhli)“ among these, as
he had thrice before been shipwrecked, and had once
been for a day and a night in the deep. 2 Cor. 11. 25,

44. And the rest. All this sentence belongs to the
centu ‘s order, and should be connected with verse
43. They escaped all safe. When the count was
made on the shore, it was found that not one life had
been lost, as Paul had declared would be the case,

HOME READINGS,
M Paul's shipwreck. Acts 27. 27-44.
7u. Paul velates his persecations, 2 Cor. 11. 16-83,
W. The safety of Christians, Luke 21. 5-19.
Th. Give thanks always. Eph. 5.1-21,
F. Thegource of boldness, Heb, 10. 19-30.
8. God's protection secure. Psa. 8. 1-8,
8. The power of God. Psa. 107. 21-43,

GOLDEN TEXT.

Then they ery unto the Lord in their trouble, and
he bringeth them out of their distresses. Psa. 107, 28.

LESSON MYMNS,
No. 164, Dominion Hymnal,

Bafely through another week,
God has brought us on our way ; ete

No. 82, Dominion Hymnal.

Jesus, Lover of my soul
Mmewthybmmﬁy, eto.

et e

S T 2 S A A S T NS S

e A e N Al 5 Ot 0 Vs i




114 ~ SUNDAY-SCHO

OL BANNER.

No. 27, Dominion Hymnal.

of Christ we
“ﬁ&f&"«u the wuuh"?lr,ﬁm; ote.
TIME,.—November, * 1. 60.
PLACE.—The island of Melita, now Malta, south of
Sicily. (See Descriptive Index.)
RULERS.—See Lesson 1.
DooTriNAL SuGaEsTION—The providence,of God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Night of Danger, v, 27-32.
What was discovered on the fourteenth right ?
What was done to save the ship ?
What did the sailors do ?

What was tho warning of Paul ?
‘What was done by the soldiers ?

., The Needed Meal, v, 33-88.

What did Paul advise ?

What did he promise the company ?
What did Paul do himself ¥

‘What effect did his action have ?
How many persons were in the ship ?

3. The Narrow Escape, v, 39-44.

What did the day reveal ?

What became of the vessel ?

‘What was the Amrpm of the soldiers ?
Who prevented its accomplishment ?
‘What became of the company ?

Practical Tedchings.
How does this lesson illustrate—
1. The cruelty of seltishness ?
2. The consideration of love ?
3. The fulfillment of prophecy ? (vers. 22, 26.)

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLA RS,

1. The Night of Danger, v. 27-32.
How long had the storm lasted ?
‘What was the opinion of the crew ?
How did they prove that opinion true ?
What did they fear ?
‘What precaution was taken ?
‘What did they attempt to do ?
Under what plea ?
What caution did Paul give the soldiers ?
How was the escape prevented ¥

2. The Needed Meal, v. 33-38,
What advice did Paul give ?
How did he ackuewledge God before his captors ?
What effect had his courage upon them ?
How many were in the ship ?
What measure of safety was taken ?

3. The Narrow Escape, v. 30-44.
‘What did the daylight reveal *
What attempt was made at landin| ?
‘What oceurred a8 they ran aground ?
‘What did the sailors adyise ?
Why was this advice rejected ?
‘What command was given ?
How was the escape effected ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The need of coolness in danger ?
2. The duty of thanksgiving for present blessings ?
3. Safety in relying upon God's promises ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
After the storm had raged mnn{ days and nights,
what did the sailors think about midnight one night ?
That land was near.
What did they do for the safety of the ship? Pat
out four anchors,
Only just think, dear children, what n dreadful night
that was ? They were in great darkness ; wet through
with the rain j cold, O o cold, with the wind, and ex-
pecting every moment the vessel would be dashed upon
the rocks and broken to pieces.
What did the sailors plan to do? Get away in a
small
Paul
—What ?
they could not be sa

t.
knew this, and he told the captain and soldiers
That unless the sailors stayed in the ship

did Paul say to
ittle food, you
fall from the

Just as the day was coming, W
them all? Come now, and ea|
need strength, and not a
head of any rn.

What did Paul do? Took bread,
God before them all, and began to e
How did it make them feel ¥ Encouraged, so they
all took food.

When daylight came what did they see? A shore
and a little bay,

What did they try todo ¢ Run the ship unto the bay,
What happened ? The front of it stuck fast in the
sandy bank, and the back part was broken to
ieces with the beating of the waves.

What did the soldiers want to do? Kill all the
prisoners for fear they would escape.

Because Julius wanted to save Paul's life, what did
hedo? Keptthem from their purpose.

What command did he give? For all that could
swim to go first into the water.

What were the resttodo ¢ 1'ake boards and broken
eces of the ship.

What came tz‘})au ? Read the last part of your Les-
son Story carefully.

ave thanks to

Words with Little People.

There is not a trouble that can come to any of us in
our voyage of life but what there is a sure promise of
help and strength to bear it; and our little life-hoats
will never be wrecked if we doas the GOLDEN TEXT gays.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
l.‘ What did the shipmen try to do? Escape ina
nt.
2. ‘What did Paul ask the men to do? *To take
some meat.”
3. What did Paul do when he had taken the bread *

He gave thanks to God.
4. What was finally done to escape death ? ** They

ran the ship aground.’
5. What was the result ?* * They escaped all safe

to land.”

CATECHISM QUESTION.
2. What does this new commandment mean
That we should show special love to all the disciples o
Christ, by whatever name they are called.
Eph, vi. 24; 1 John iv. 11; 1 John iii, 16, [Rom. xil
10; Gal. vi. 10; Heb. xiil. 1; 2 Peter i. 7.]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
‘The Man of God a Benefit to Other Men.

1. By CouNnsEL.
1. Except these abide. .. .cannot be saved. v. 1.
«Spjritual judgeth all things.” 1 Cor. 2. 15.
2. Besovght them....to take meat. v. 33.
« Bear ye one another's burdens.” Gal. 6.2
11. By ENCOURAGEMENT.
1. This is for your health. v. 34.
“Every man....on the things of others,” Phil. 2. 4.
2. There shall not a hair fall. v. 84.
«mPhe Lord....shall....keep you." 2 Thess. 3.3,
111. By ExaMrLE.
1. Thanks to God in presence of them all. v. 35,
« It is a good thing to give thanks." Psa. 9.1,
2. Then were they all of good cheer. v. 36.
“ Rejoice in the Lord alway." Phil. 4. 4.
1V. By INFLUENOE.
1. The soldiers' counsel wwas to kill. v. 42.
«The wicked plotteth against the just.” Psa. 87.12.
2. Tosave Paul, kept them. v.43.
«The Lord upholdeth the righteous.” Pea. 8. 17,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Traits of a Great Man,

1. A great man is shown by great emergencies, which
alarm lesser men, The storm showed that a poor pris-

W
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ved,
hat did the soldiers do ? Cut the ropes that held
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2. A great man hus n eye to every thing, and a plan
for every body. The one man on the vessel who
thwarted plots and showed forethought was Paul,

30-52.

v. 30-82.

3. A greatman is calm and untroubled in the greatest
danger, und thereby imparts contidence to others.
v. 33-30.

4. A great man ie never afraid of other men, or afraid
to xhow his convictions in their presence. Paul showed
moral courage in his giving of thanks. v. 85,

5. A great man impresses his greatness upon others,
Every person brought in contact with Paul saw in him
the tokens of u noble character. v. 43.

Hinglish Teacher's Notes.

I nave just heard of a terrible culamity. In the
gules which have been sweeping our coasts a steam-
pucket has gone down with all hands—rescue im-
possible.  Such an event is comparatively rure. In
most cases of shipwrecks some are left behind to tell
the tule, und harrowing, indeed, these tales of peril
and suffering often are. 8till, if any one exposed to
the horrors of a shipwreck knew for certain that his
life would be saved—that he would escape and re-
guin the shore unharmed—his suffering would be
greatly diminished; in fect, the knowledge could
hurdly do otherwise than create in him a wonderful
calm in the midst of the surrounding confusion and
terror. There has been, however, only one man
who ever had that certain knowledge, and in this
cuse it was joined with the comfortable assurance
that his P 3, without ption, should share
in his escupe. We read part of his story last Sunday.

After the assurance given to Paul we find him
and his companions no less than five times exposed
to imminent danger.

1. Danger from approaching land at midnight.
As the vessel was carried onward in the black dark-
ness, it might any moment have struck upon a rock.
But the careful ghipmen discovering this danger
cast four anchors out of the stern, so that the vessel
might not swing forward.

2. Danger from the treachery of the sailors,
These selfishly thought to make their escape in the
boat, leaving the passengers to their fute, without
any one who und 1 the of the
vessel. But their intent was discovered by Paul,
and at his warning the soldiers promptly stopped
the preeceding by cutting the boat adrift,

3. Danger from long fusting. In their exhausted

lition crew and p were like to succumb
to the fatigue and exposure, Strength was needed
for what they yet had to bear and to do. Paul's
<heerful courage inspired them with hope, and as
the day was dimly dawning, they all partook of
food, and were thus ready- for the fresh demands
upon them.

4. Danger from the soldiers, By Roman law it
was death to a soldier to let his prisoner escape.
Hence the cruel proposal to kill the prisoners,
They owed their deliverance to the favor Paul had
obtdgined with the centurion.

5. Danger from the fury of the waves where the
*“two seas met,”  With the ship going to pieces and
the waves running high, even those who could
#wim were in no small peril. There were no friends
<n shore to throw ropes to them or aid them in

their danger. Yet, some swimming, sowe clinging
to boards and fragments of the shattered vessel,
“ they escaped all safe to land.”

How were these dangers escaped !  Once through
the action of those in charge of the ship; three
times through the influence of Paul ; and once, as it
might be said, by chance, but as we should rightly
say, by the direct providence of God. And what
gave Paul such calmness that he was able twice to
interfere actively with what was going on, and to
prepare his companions for the moment when their
energy was required? The kunowledge, the cer-
tainty of which we have already spoken. And
what did this rest upon? The word of God. The
vessel might have struck on the rocks before the
dunger was perceived ; the sailors might have got
off from the ship before Paul noticed thew, or be-
fore his warning was taken ; some might have still
refused to take food, or might have been too ex-
hausted to recover strength ; the centurion might
have deemed it best to let the soldiers have their
way ; the raging waters might have swept away
some as they were trying to reach the shore, But
it did not happen so, for God’s word had gone forth
that Paul and all his companions should be saved,
and that word could not be broken,

We have seen Paul in many dangers before ; did
he ever before get such an assurance of safety ¢
Twice only (chap. 18.19, 10; 23, 14). Yet on all
oceasions we find him calm and quiet. Why was
this? Because he had an assurance, not that the
particular peril would be safely passed through, but
that he was in the Lord’s hands; that the Lord
would lead him in the right way, and bring him safe
to his heavenly home. Of this assurance he wrote
to the Romans (Rom. 8. 28, 35-39), and, later on,
to Timothy (2 Tim. 4. 18).

Such an assurance is given to every true Chris-
tian, He cannot tell, when in danger, that he shall
certainly come out of it unharmed. The Christian
Las no general immunity from aceident or from suf-
fering. But he may know, and ought to know,
that he is in the hands of a loving and almighty
Futher, and that nothing can touch him but as that
Father sees it right and good, and that through all
dangers and troubles he shall be brought safe home.
And what will be the effect of this? *Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee, because he trusteth in thee.” Isa. 26. 3,

Why did God take such care of all that ship's
company, and pledge his word to deliver them?
For Paul’ssake: * Lo, God hath given thee all them
that sail with thee,”” So the assurance of which we
have been spenking is given to all of Christ's
company, for Christ’s sake. Of them it will one
day be said, * They escaped all safe to land.”

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.

Draw a map of the coast where the shipwreck took
place, and locate the incidents....A good outline upon
which to present the lesson would be : 1. At Anchor ;
2. The Plot Foiled ; 8. The Morning Meal; 4. The
Stranded Ship ; 5. The Cruel Conspiracy; 6. The Es-
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prayed to Jesus for help, and then did all he could to
help and bless others, 8o we must do, Print “ Pray,
) und aek children to take these ae

cape. Questions may be asked on each of these sub-
jects, which will develop the facts and teachings of the
Jesson....Or each of the above points in the outline | Believe, Wor
may be made the subject of a vivid word-picture.... watch-words.

There are two prominent lines of teaching in this lesson. Blackboard,

On the one side, 7he Providence of God, ov the divine o
element in the history (notice how this is illustrated), BY 3 5 pIE, By
and on the other, 7he Character and Influence of @
Christian, as illustrated by Paul....See the Analytical
and Biblical Outline for the latter topic. ... ILLUSTRA-
riox. Compare Paul's conduct with that of Julius
Cmsar, who in the storm cried to the pilot, * Fear net,
thou carriest Cesar and all his fortunes.” The latter
sh. wed confidence in self, the former, trust in God.

References. FrEeMAN. Ver. 20: Anchors, 857,
Ver. 40 : Double rudders, 858. y
(74

TRODE

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

Lessox Tnovent. Jesus our Deliverer. Review last
Jesson ; the picture of a ship on a stormy sea may be
used again. Tell that many days went by, and still the E
storm raged. The sailors lost ull hope, and made a plan | ., lx:"“'_m:‘"""' Here h_‘ a life-boat ! It eymbolizes
to run away in the boat, and save their own lives, leav- | tl:‘rlxl)u“gh u("(‘;r'l‘ “:;::‘«:rmv::ll Ol(:ee [‘h:; .s(:rm, ‘"“d hhl !
i rest to be lost. Tell why they lost courage— | Rol'y pawes, All. By ssip's bompans THEY
g INE et SO . s Bl opis ] Christian should strive for saving faith, The same

7 -
N[ 570/{\7/1"“’ SAVED

they were trusting in their own power to save the ship, 4 -

and when they found they could not Go it, they lhougl‘)t God that saved Paul will save you. Christ has been
the ship must be lost. Paul did not get discouraged, compured' to a life-boat in saving a wrecked soui
because he trusted in Jesu to save them. To be LET YOUR FAITH A“l?o{"rl}‘{]?l?l:\?tuus FAITH.
taught : 1.) How Paul helped and comforted others in SNIRIES N 1T -

trouble ; 2.) How deliverance came as he had promised ; Fvi\]\'[r(l)r\“h(y“ THRFRRNIER.
8.) How Jesus always delivers thoge who trust him, ALL BELIEVED.

1. Tell the story of the sailors’ selfishness, and how, | Close the review by singing, ** O for a faith that wilb
through Paul's counsel, their plan was defested. Then, | not shrink."”
while all were fearful and troubled, Paul urged them
to eat, speaking cheerfully to them, and telling them
again thyt no harm hould come to them. Picture Paul Land, land, somewhere in the black, howling night I
asking God's blessing upon the food, and teach that no | Not land that is seen, but felt ! The soundings lessen
joy or sorrow, no danger or delight, should hinder us | as the tired, cheerless sailors sink their line down into
remembering God, and thanking him for the good that | the sea, Land is near! But, hark, is that the sound
remains. Show the effect of Paul's faith, ax given in | of breakers # Land desired and yet dreaded ! Down
verse 86. Evena child who really believes God can put | rush the anchors, and the ship is held. O that the
faith into discouraged hearts. night shutting down so close on this terrible sea would

2. Make yellow rays of sun- Jift its grim cover of blackness and shov’ where land
light streaming up behind the | may be! Nothing to be scen, and only the awful com-
gen, already on the board. Print | bat of the clements to be heard. What a wishing for
in its rays the word “ Deliver- | the day! What agonizing watching! If the light
ance.” Tell thut the morning would only come ! There it is ut lust, a gray, scowling
had come to the people on ghip- heavens lighting up the danger that the night has hid-
board, and that they saw a way den. But see those cowardly sailors who are letting
of escape. The night of fear | down the ship’s boat into the sea ! They are about to
which they had passed had been spring over the rail and forsake the vessel. Will the
Jong and dark, but now they saw the light, and their soldiers permit it ¥ ** Let them go," doesuny body say ¥
hearts were filled with hope. Teach that God makes “We are to be saved anyhow.” No, not saved any-
the light, because he is the Light. Show the difference | how, in spite of the transgression of all lawe of pru-
between Paul's spirit and that of the soldiers and sail- dence. Panl hastens to the centurion, He points at
ors. His was the spirit of love and helpfulness, He the craven, scrambling sailors. “ Except these abide
wanted to see others saved ; the soldiers and eailors | in the ship ye cannot he saved," says Paul. The sol-
were willing the others should be lost if they might he | diersrush to the vessel's eide. They are cutting the
saved. The selfish spirit is of Satan; the unselfish | ropes of the boat. Down it tumbles, to toss und whirl
spirit is of God. and drift away ! But the light thickens. The day has

8. Do children ever getinto places of danger ? 0 yes, | come, and all around them is that wild, yeasty sea, and
very often. Teach thata storm of anger, of envy, of | before them a rocky coast where the breakers roarat any
selfishness, is more dangerous than a storm at sea. | castaways who would reach the shore. But with what
Satan raises these storms ; he wants us to be lost in | confidence Paul assures them of eafety | How cheerful
them. Get children to spell “Deliverance™ on the his tones as he asks if they will not ** take some meat ! "'
board. Talk about its meaning, {llustrating and apply- | He calmly raises his eyes to heaven. He confesses God,
ing until it ie quite clear. Who was Paul's Peliverer? | and thanks him before that wondering multitude.
Jesus is our Deliverer, too. He can save in any time | How rapidly Paul's confidence spreads ! They stretch

of danger, and from any kind of danger. Just as Paul

Lesson Word-Pictures,

out their hands as he breaks the bread. They hungrily.
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devour it. They rejoice. They are satisfled. Now
the cargo of wheat may be thrown into the sea and the
ship lightened. What shall be done though with that
shore ahead, ragged and frowning and white with
foam ? Do you see that creek ? Let the ship be thrust
in there. The anchors are abandoned, The rudder-
bands are loosed. Up flutters the sail, and as the wind
fills and swells the canvas, the ship madly drives for-
ward, & whirlpool about it, & whirlwind over it.
Crash-sh ! The vessel has strack, It is breaking up!
Confusion and terror reign on the deck. The soldiers
grasp their swords. “Kill the prisoners ! " is their
ery. No, no, stay your swords 1 “There is Paul. He

shall live, and the others,” says the centurion, The
people now are climbing over the vessel's side and
dropping into the waves, The swimmers are striking
out for the shore. Here is a man clinging to a board.
A second grasps a seat, There they go, one after an-
other, till the breakers are dotted with their struggling
forms. Watch them in the surf, rising, falling, swept
forward, then seaward. Will they escape and God's
word be made good ? See! They are crawling out of
the breakers. They cling to the rocks. They clutch
at the sand. They grasp the sea-weed. They rise,
drenched, chilled, bruised, panting, but saved. The
word of the Lord has been fulfilled.

A. D, 60, 61.] LESSON III. PAU

Acts 28, 1-15. [Commil to memory verses 3-6.]

1 And when they were escaped,
then they knew that the island was
called Mel’i-ta.

2 And the barbarous people
showed us no little kindness : for
they kindled a fire, and received us
every one, because of the present
rain, and because of the cold.

3 And when Paul had gathered
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on
the fire, there came o viper out of the heat, and fastened
on his hand. R

4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast
hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath
escaped the ses, yet vengeauce suffereth not to live.

5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no

harm,

6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen,
or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had
looked a great while, and saw no harmn come to him,
they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief
man of the island, whose name was Pub/li-us ; who re-
«ceived us, and lodged us three days conrwouniy.

General

The prophecy of Paul has been fulfilled, and the two
‘hundred and seventy-six people stand secure on the
shore of **a certain island,” not a life lost, while their
vessel lies a wreck upon the bar. From the hospitable
natives they learn that they are on the isle of Malta, far
out of their course. fire is kindled, and the chilled
and drenched company gather about it, thankful that
they are safe at last. Around the fire a proof is ﬁivon
that in the crowd stands one especially under a divine
cure, whom neither seas can drown nor serpents pois-
on, one who is equally ready to help in the lowliest du-
ties, to heal the gick, or to bear testimony to the Gos-
pel. The kind-hearted ruler who opens his door to the
apostle finds that he has indeed entertained angels una-
wares, and that the cup of cold water given to a disci-

le is not without its reward. The whole island re-
Joices in the health-bringing presence of the apostle, as
the whole world shall yet rejoice in the saving truth

Explanatory and
Verse 1. When they were escaped. The original
means * escaped in safety.” They knew. The
Ver, has these clauses, “‘We were escaped,”
knew," making it » personal recollection. he
It is sixty miles south of Sicily, and almost pear-shaped,
seventeen miles long and nine miles at its greatest
width. Was ealled Melita. It was originally peopled
by the Phenicians, and its people in Paul's day still re-
‘tained their ancient language. It is now possessed by
‘Great Britain, and is an important stronghold,

2. The barbarous people. The term “ barbarians "
anciently did not mean savage or uncivilized, but was
used of all peoples who were neither Greek nor Roman,
‘his island had manufactures, and some fine buildings,
Showed us no little kindness, All the more grateful
to the storm-tossed voyngere because doubtless unex-
pected, for it was common for those who had been ship-
wrecked at sea to be plundered, and perhaps murdered,
on the shore. Kindled a fire, This must have been
Kkindled in some covered place, or inahouse, Recelved
osall. The word implies that both shelter and hospit-

ev.
t w
and.

L GUING TO ROME. [April 19,

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Pub’li-us lay
sick of a fever and of a bloody-flux : to whom Paul en-
tered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and
healed him.

9 So when this was done, others also, which had dis-
eases in the island, came, and were healed :

10 Who also honored us with many honors : and
when we departed, they laded us with such things as
Were necessary,

11 And after three months we departed in a ship of
Alex-an’dri-a, which had wintered in the isle,whose sign
was Cas’tor and Pol’lux.

4 12 And landing at Syr‘a-cuse, we tarried there three
ays.

13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came
to Rhe’gi-um : and after one day the south wind blew,
and we came the next day to Pu-te’o-li : .

14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to
tarry with them seven days: and 8o we went toward
Rome.

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us,
they came to meet us as far as Ap’pi-i Forrum, and the
Three Taverns; whom when Paul saw, he thanked
God, and took courage.

which the uRostla preached. After three months of
waiting for the winter to pass, the company are gath-
ered on the shore again, gifts of gratitude are heaped
upon the apostle and his friends, and they embark on
an Alexandrianship for Rome. Malta fudes from view,
and Sicily draws near, They pause at Syracuse, and
beat against unfavorable winds toward Rheginm ; they
thread the narrow waters of Messinn, and at Iast they
disembark, their voyage ended, at the port of Puteoli,
on the bay of NnFles, Henceforward they walk with
the waves on their left, and the Volscian Hills looming
above them on their right. There are precions greet-
ings with disciples at Puteoli; word of the apostle’s
coming is dls}m(ched to the metropolis, and on the way
two bande of brethren meet him, bringing joy to his
anxious heart, for though he feared not the face of foes,
he was eager for the love of his friends.

Practical Notes,

able care were given. The cold, This shows that the
storm must have been in the winter, and was not the
Sirocco, a hot hurricane. (1) We showld deal kindly
with those in need of hospitality.

3. Paul had gathered. We notice the ready and
helpful spirit of the apostle, as active in the emall de-
tails of life as in its greatest affairs : preaching the
Gonrel. and helping to build a fire, in the sume willing
spirit.  (2) The humblest work becomes honorable, if it be
wrought for Christ's sake. A viper. No poisonous ser-
pents are now found in the island, for it is now the
most thickly settled section in Europe, and the land is
highly cultivated ; but there is no reason to suppose
that it was always free from reptiles, which disnppear
before un increasing population. Out of the heat. It
had been ina torpid state among the sticks, and was
warmed into nctivity. Fastened on his hand. The
account indicates that the viper bit the apostle, and that
the islanders knew the bite was deadly.

4, When the barbarians saw. They learned thut
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the passengers in the ship were mostly criminals under
ard, and watched them with an ignorant curiosity.
ang on his hand, Perhaps hunging by its teeth
where it had bitten. They said. Justas people ure
rone to argue a special divine interference in the af-
irs of life, forgetting that all law is under a divine
order. A murderer. (3) How unjust are the opinions
those who judge b ap[xarancea only. Vengeance.
ther, as in Rev. Ver., “justice,” whom tlie ancients
ersonified as the daughter of Jove. (4) Even the most
gnorant minds perceive that sin demands punishment.

5. Shook off the beast. Calm in the consciousness
of God's care, and in the assurance of God's promise
that he should yet reach Rome and stand before Cresar,
Felt no harm. Thus was fulfilled the promise of
Christ, ** They shall take up serpents ™’ (Mark 16. 18),
and how often the same miracle wis wrought with other
apostles we know not. (5) Let us remember that we are
under the sameé care as Paul, and naught can harm us
until our work is done.

6. When he should have swollen. The viper's
bite, according to the ancients, caused a violent inflam-
mation, swelling of the purt bitten, and speedy death.
Looked a great while, Watched his acts, and per-
haps noticed his calm bearing, and the deference with
which he was treated. Said that he was a god. ()
The world is often_as mistaken in its estimate of God's
mtk when it praises as when it condemns. (7) Let us
seek that high place of God which is unmoved alike by
honor and ishonor.

7. In the same gquarters. Inthat Pnrl of the island.
The chief man. In Greek, profos, ‘' the first.”” This
title is not named elsewhere in ancient history, but is
confirmed by ancient inscriptions recently dug up on the
island of Malta, thus verifying Luke’s characteristic
accuracy in official titles, hose name was Publius,
According to ancient tradition, Publius became a Chris-
tian, was the first bishop of Malta, and afterward died
amartyr. Received us. Paul, Luke, and Aristarchus
are here referred to ; not the entire two hundred and
seventy-six people who had been shipwrecked. Three
days. 4 Until more permanent quarters could be
secured.

8. Sick of a fever and of a bloody flux. The orig-
inal, which is in Luke's precise style, as a physician
would describe the disease, indicates an intermittent
fever and dysentery, a malady not infrequent in this isl-
and, Paul entered in and prayed. The miracles of
Christ were wrought by a word of power, but those of
the apostles were generally accompanied with prayer.
Healed him. The act was Paul's, but the healing
power was of God.

9. Others also. Rev. Ver., ‘“the rest,” implying
that there was a general interest in the apostle and an
extensive work of miracles ; so that all the gick in the
island (which may have been thinly populated) may
have been healed. (8) When God's messengers come to a
place they bring a blessing.

10, Honored us with many honors. *‘ Presented
us with many presents,”” would be a literal translation.
These were not in payment for the mirncles, but in

titude for them. hen we departed. The Rev.

er, has ** When we sailed. they put on board such

things as we need ;" a great kindness, since the voy-
agers must have lost all in $he shipwreck,

11. After three months, They had left Crete early
in October, were shipwrecked in the sume month,
and embarked from the island of Malta in Feb-
ruary. A ship of Alexandria, Alexandrin was situ-
ated at the western mouth of the Nile, and was the
gecond city in the Roman Empire, and the commercial
metropolis of the Mediterranean. Wintered in the
isle. Having tuken refuge from the storm in which
Paul had been shipwrecked. Whose sign, The ﬂf“
was an image sculptured “Pu“ the prow, which gave its
name to the vessel, Castor and Pollux. Or, as in
Rev. Ver., **The Twin Brothers,” These were, ac-
cording to the ancient Ieﬁend. the sons of Jupiter and
Leda, represented generally as two young men on horse-
back, and regarded as patron-divinities of suilors. Un-
der a heathen flag, the Gospel sailed to the conquest of’

me.

12. Landing at Syracuse, This wus a large city
on the east coast of Sicily, eighty miles north of
Malta. We tarried there three days, Probably wait-
ing for a favorable wind to carry them northward
through the straits of Messina.

13. Fetched a compass. Rather, as in Rev. Ver,,
“made a circuit,” or suiled along the Sicilian shore,
beating and tacking in the fuce of unfavoruble winds,
Came to Rhegium, A place directly on the toe of the
Ttalian boot, where the strait is but three miles wide
between the mainland and Sicily. After one day.
Which was spent in waiting for o wind to carry them
through the strait, The south wind blew. ‘The wind
most advantageous to a vessel suilin northward,
Pateoli. /This was their place of deburkation, where
their voyage ended, and they pressed at lust the woll of
Italy. Puteoli was one of the Erlncl ul harbors of
Rome, and situated on the famed Bay of Naples. It is
now called Pozzuoli.

14, We found hrethren. It was now the second
a jon after Christ's jon, and the Gospel had
nrrend into all parts of the Roman Empire. Were de-
sired to tarry. And were permitted to do o, by the
kindness of the centurion Julius, who might have
found it necessary to wait for some message to be sent
and answered at Rome, %o we went toward Rome,
Over the famous Appian Way, which was called ** the
queen of roads,” and followed the shore of the Medi-
terranean Sen.

15. From thence. From Rome itself, where already

a large Church was in existence, to which Paul had
written the Epistle to the Romans four years hefore.
e brethren. Some of whom may be named among
the greetings in Rom. 16. Heard of us. The week's
delay at Puteoli gave opnortunity for sending word of
the apostle’s coming. They came to meet us, They
were courageous in showing honor to one who was a
prisoner and might soon be a martyr. Appli Forum.
The market of Appius,” or, as we wonld now name it,
Appiiville, n small village and_stopping-dlace for trav-
elers, forty-three miles from Rome. The three tav-
erns. A group of shope, ten miles nearer Rome than
Appii Fornm. Thus two separate parties came to meet
Paul. Took courage. Showing that he had heen de-
ressed, perhaps from not knowing how the Church at
ome might receive him. since it was more or less
made up of Jewish Christians, who were not friendly
‘g‘: '::;‘e"x:’no’me. (9) How much comfort comes with kind

8!

HOME READINGS,

M. Paul going to Rome. Acts 28. 1-15,

T, Cure for a serpent bite. Num. 21. 1-9,
W. Debtor to all men. Rom. 1. 1-17.

Th. Panl worshiped as a god. Acts 14, 1-13,
F. Prayer forsick. Jamnes 5. 7-20.

S. 'The healing power given. Mark 16. 9-20,
8. Courage by faith, Psa. 27, 1-14.

GOLDEN TEXT.
He thanked God, and took cournge. Acts 28, 15,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 28, Dominion Hymnal.
1 will sing of my Redeemer,
And his wond'rous love to me; ete.
No, 118, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace, eto.

No. 55, Dominion Hymnal.

Lead us heavenly Father, lead us,
0'er the world's tempestuous sea ; ete.

TIME.—The wi ; D;
AD G e winter of A. D, 60 and spring of

PLACES.—1. Melita. now Malta, an island south of
Sicily. 2. Syracuse. a city in Sicily. 8. Rhegium, in
Italy, opposite to Sicily. 4. Puteoli, n sea-port of Rome,
on the Bay of Naples. 5 6. Annii Forum, *‘ The mar-
ket of Appius,” and the Three Taverns. two small
villages on the road to Rome. 7. Rome, the capital of
the Roman Empire. (See Descriptive Index.)

RULERS,—See Lesson I,
DocrriNaL SucaEsTION—The power of prayer
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QUERSTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. At Melita, v, 1-10.

How were they received by the people ?

What happened to Paul ¥

How did the sight affect the people ?

What did Paul do ¥

What then did they think of Paul ?

How did Publiug treat Paul ¥

What did Paul do for Publius’e father ?

How was Paul and his company treated ?
2. Toward Rome, v. 11-15.

How long did they remain in Malta ¢

In what city did they tarry three days ?

Where did they disembark ¥

Whom did they find at Puteoli *

Where did other brethren meet .hem ?

How did their kindness affect Paul ?

Fractical Teachings.
‘Where does this lesson teach—
1. God’s care of faithful servants ¥
2. The fickleness of public opinion ?
8. The helpfulness of Christian communion ?

QUESTIONS FOR IN'L ERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. At Melita, v, 1-10. *

Upon what island was refuge found ?

What was the character of its people ¢

How did they treat those who were wrecked ?

What added to the discomforts ¥

What befell Paul ¢

What effect had this incident upon the people of

Melita ¥
What did Paul do ?
What was the expectation of the people ?
‘What was their final opinion ?
What especial kindness did Paul and his companions
receive ¥
How did Paul repay them ?
Who came to him for help ¢
‘What return was made ¥
2. Toward Rome, v. 11-15.
How long was the stay at Melita ?
How did the company leave the island ?
What was the first landing-place ?
Where was the final landing made #
How were they received ¥
Toward what city did they journey ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The folly of superstitious fear ?
2. The folly of superstitious reverence ?
8. The duty of hospitality ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Where did they find that they were? On an island
called Melita, now called Malta,

What did the people do for them in the cold and ruin ?
Kindled a fire and tried to get them warm.

As Paul was of sticks on the fire,
what happened nake came out of the
heat and seized hol and,

d on the island think ?

r, and though he had es-

caped the sea, justice was going to kill him that

way. i

hen they knew surely that no harm came to him, |
what did they think ¥ That he was a god.

What did the ruler of the.island do¢ Took Paul
and his friends to his home to stay three days.

Who was very sick in the house? The ruler's
father,

What did Panl do? Went in, prayed, and laid his
hands upon him, and healed him.

After this, what did Panldo ? Healed many other
sick pcorln on the island. l
How did the people show theirgratitude ¥ By giving
them mlnr presents,and all they needed on the ship. |

After waiting on the island three months. what did |
they do ¢ Took a ship named *“ The Twin Brothers,”
and sailed to Italy.

When they went on shore at Puteoli, whom did they
find ? Brethren in Christ.

What did they want Paul to do ¥ Pass the Sabbath
with them and preach.

How did Juliug show his high regard for Panl? B
ot #ll‘l:‘ there a week. I-nl’. l

t did they do next? Went toward Rome by

At two places on the way, who met them ¢ Brethren
from the Church at Rome, to whom Paul had once
written a letter,

How did Puul feel when he saw these good men ¥
[Repeat the GoupeN TexT.]

Words with Little People.

The Lord Jesus knew just how Paul felt after that
long voyage and dreadful shipwreck ; a prisoner on the
road, almost to Rome, not knowing what was before
him.” And so he sent brethren out to meet him. He
knows when you get tired, and are almost discouraged
trying to live for him, and he is just as willing to com-
fort and help you a8 he was Paul. Look up to Jesus
and tuke courage, dear children.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. What was the Igland to which Paul and his com-
panions escaped ¥ Melita, now called Malta

2. How did the people receive them ! Kindly.

3. What happened to Paul when putting sticks on the
fire ¢ A viper fastened on his hand.

4. What did Paul do to the sick people on the island ?
He healed them.

5. What happened to Paul and his companions when
nearing Rome ¢ 'The brethren came to meet them,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

8. What more has our Lord taught us i
ol it ug concerning the

In the Bermon on the Mount, He plainly declares
it must be observed to the end of ﬁnfe. y -

Matt. v. 17, 18. [Rom., viil. 4, xiii. 10; Gal. v. 14.)

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL O INE.
The Religion of Nature.

1. Wuar 11 TEACHES,
1. Human Kindness,
1.) Showed us no little kindness. v. 2.
“Merciful, as your Father.” Luke 6. 86.
2.) Received us every one. V. 2.
“ Not forgetful to entertain strangers.” Heb. 18, 2.
2. Divine Justice, 7
Vengeance suffereth not tolive. v. 4.
“Who may stand....thou art angry." Psa, 76. 6.
3. Gratitade,
Who also honored us. v. 10.
 Magnify him with thanksgiving." Pea. 60, 80.
11. WanereiN 1 Ergs.
1. Concerning Sin,
No doubt a murderer. v. 4.
“The understanding darkened.” Eph. 4. 18,
2. Concerning God.
Said he was a god. v. 6.
“ A people that do err ip... . hearts.” Psa. 95. 10.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
«He Thanked God.”

1. Pavnl had oceagion to thank God for hie fulfillment
of promise in bringing him and his companions safe to
Jand. v. 1. Let us see God's hand in every deliverance.

2. He could thank God forinfusing intoignorant and
unconverted natures a spirit of kindness and hospitality.
v. 2

3. He could thank God for a signal instance of pro-
tection, showing that a divine power waeguarding him.

v. 3-6.

4. He could thank God for making him the means of
blessing to mary. both in physical and epiritual heal-
ing. v. 7-9.

5. He could thank God for the power of prayer,
which enables man to tuke hold of omnipotence. v. 7-9.

6. He could thank God for bestowing the encourage-
ment of Christian fellowship and sympathy. v. 18-15.

e
R
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Knglish "Leacher’s Notes.

Last Sunday we had the picture of & man calm,
unmoved, and even cheerful in the presence of
imminent danger. To-day we are to see a mun
dejected and cast down. Surely, we should think,
these must be two very ditferent characters. But
no, they arc ono and the same; the man whose
courage and faith inspired with confidence the crew
of the foundering vessel is the sume whose heart
sank and whose soul grew weary on the further
journey toward Rome. We are apt to think when
hearing of the heroic deeds and noble endurance of
some individual that he is so far above ourselves
that there can be nothing in common between us,
and that we can learn no lesson from such a life,

But it is a mistake. And the historians of Seript- |
ure are careful to show us that the worthies of old

whose example is held up for us to imitate were,
after all, “men of like passions” with ourselves,
and had need, like ourselves, of the infinite for-
bearance and tenderncss of a loving heavenly
Father.

But why do I conclude that Paul was downcast
and dispirited on his journey to Rome? Beocuuse
the Golden Text tells how at a certain point he
“thanked God and took couinge’—thanked God
for solace and cheer in his need, and felt his droop-
ing spirit revive within him. To enter into this,
let us look at

The circumstances of his journey. For three
months it was delayed by a necessary sojourn in
tho island of Melita or Malta. Here Paul expe-
rienced signal deliverance and was made the instru-
ment of signal blessi The viper fi ing on
his hand was as great a peril as the shipwreck, yet
it caused him no nlarm. The promise of God wus
not merely that he should escape the dangers of the
sea, but that he should be * brought before Cwmsar,”
and nothing could make that promise vain. And
the enforced detention must have had its pleasant

. side, for he saw the sick recover at his prayers and

at his touch, and experienced the warm gratitude of
the people.

But the time came to go onward, Another
“ghip of Alexandria,” which had found shel-
ter in time from the storm which destroyed the
former one, received the travelers, and after stop-
ping three days at Syracuse, landed them at Puteoli,
the principal port of Italy at that time. Hence the
march to Rome lay along the cclebrated Appian
Way. Now look at

The feelings which may have arisen in Pauls
mind. 1t may be said, What was there to dis-
cournge him? Ever since leaving Cesarea he had
experienced the loving care of God over him, He
had been treated with courtesy hy the centurion
who had charge of him, had had wonderful deliver-
ances, and been made the channel of much blessing.
Why should his heart fail him now? There were
probably two causes :

1. His own condition. He wns approaching the
city he had so longed to visit, Chap. 19. 21; Rom,
15. 23. 24, But he was approaching it, not as he

had once loped, a free man to come and go as he

would in the work of the Gospel, but as a prisoner

bound with a chain, He was shortly to be trans-
| ferred from the charge of the friendly centurion,
| Julius, to the custody of a stranger. Already he had
| lain for two years in the prison at Cesarea; how
| long might he not bo left to languish in Rome?

2. The scenes through which he was passing.
He was approaching the metropolis of the world,
On every side he saw ths signs of Roman power
and Roman magnificence. Officials, nobles, soldiers,
| merchunts, passed him along the great thorough-
fare, intent on business, the cares and the pleasures
‘ of this world, And round about him were those
| signs of idolatrous worship wltich culminated in the
adoration of the empcror himself as divine, If
Paul’s spirit was stirred within him at Athens,
where he "was free to testify of Christ in the streets
and in the market-place, how must the heathenism
| around him now have weighed upon his mind and
| saddened his heart! How should he, weak, weary,
and chained, make any sucecsstul onslaught upon
this fortress of Satan ¢

The Lord saw and knew how the heart of his
servant was cast down, Waus he displeased? Did
he rebuke Paul for lack of faith? * As a father
pitieth his children so the Lord pitieth them that
fear him.” When the party had arrived within
forty-three miles of the capital, a company of Chris-
tian friends approached to salute Paul, bringing wel-
come and sympathy and cheer, Ten miles farther
on, and others met them, And Paul knew who hud
caused the news of his coming to reach the warm-
hearted brethren, and had enabled them to come
and meet him, He *“thanked God and took
courage.”

There is much to be learned from Paul’s calmness
in the hour of danger, and from the deliveran-e
which the Lord provided for him. But there is
perhaps as much to be learned from his time of de-
pression, It shows how true are the words: * God,
who comforteth those that are cast down » (2 Cor.
7.6); “The father of mercies and the God of all
comfort ” (2 Cor. 1. 8); * The God of patience and
| consolation.” Rom. 15, 5. And it is of the highest
importance to press on our young people that there
is One who knows nd feels for them in the disap-
poi and discourag of every-day
duties, and to whom they may tarn, not only in

trouble and perplexity, but also in weakness and
| depression. Only let us exhort them to follow the
| example of Paul, who, when friends came to cheer

him, saw the hand of the loving Father in it, and
not only * took courage,” but ** thanked God.”

|

l Rerean Methods.

j Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.,

Draw the map showing Malta, Sicily, Italy as far

north as Rome. . .. Locate on it the places of the lesson—
Syracuse, Rhegium. Pateoli. Appii Forum, Three Tav-
erns, Rome, and tell the story as associated with the
places. ... An outline for teaching the lesson may be
found in the following: 1.) Help Afforded, v. 1-3; 2.)
Harm Escaped, v. 3-6; 3.) H

y Enjoined, v.7;

—
4,) Healix
v. 10; 6.
newed, v
thought |
lowed.
Refere

S/c,l

ExpL/
ibea lar
sented.
map sho
interest
this : T
-saved P
.aged.
‘brother
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attaches
Friend
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4,) Healing Received, v. 8, 9; 5.) Honors Bestowed,
v. 10; 6) Voyage Ended, v. 11-13 ; 7.) Courage Re-
pewed, v. 14, 15.... For children's classes, the line of
thought in ** Thoughts for Young People” may be fol-
lowed.

References. Freeman, Ver. 11: Ships named, 859.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

HE THA
%AVED PAULM'

F»‘n 2
E\/prHL V/PER

BE D/SPOURAGED

We MAY B ‘NUANG[RF
BM ﬂWU\

ExXPLANATION. Divide the board in the center, if it
ibe a large one, and place on it the diagram as repre-
sented. If the board be small, use both sides. The
map shows the location of the island of Malta, and will

interest the scholars. The teaching of the exercise is |

this : The same power that saved Paul from the sea
.saved Paul from the viper. Let us never be discour-
aged. We have a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother, and though we may be in danger, we will never
be deserted.

Friend and the Saviour, will save you from all harm.

NEVER BE DISCOURAGED !
YOU HAVE PAUL HAD

C OMFORTER,
¥ ELPER,
R ESCUER.

I NVISIBLE )
S UPREME | FRIEND.
T RUE f

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M,

Lesson Tuovent. Jesus Gives Power to Work. A
series of word-pictures may be given in this lesson :

1. A sen-shore, heavy breakers rolling up ; a broken
ship stuck fast in a sand-ber ; a great many men in the
water, some swimming, some clinging to bits of the
“broken vessel, some flonting on boards ; natives of the
island running to the shore, ready to help and comfort
the wet, cold mariners.

2. Men running in haste to gather sticke to make a
fire to warm an?! dry the shipwrecked men ; Paul as
cold and wet as any, still helping by gathering wood for
thefire ; a poisonous serpent, ronsed by the warmth,
springing up and fastening to Paul's hand ; the natives
whispering among themselves ; Paul calmly shaking off
the serpent into the fire ; the surprised natives looking
upon Panl with awe, believing that he was a god.

3. Paul the prisoner, with his friends, in the hounse of
the governor ; a sick-room, where an old man lay very
near death 3 Paul praying by the bed-side ; the sick man
walking about, glad and grateful ; many sick coming
to Paul to be healed : a ship ready to sail: Panl and
his friends surrounded by grateful people bringing
many gifts,

If an evil habit, like a poisonous viper, |
attaches itself to you, shake it off, and Christ, the |

Muke a hund stretched out
on the board. Teach that Puul,
wherever he went, reached out
his band to help. God takes
care of the hand that is used for
him. When the viper fastened
on that hand, it was not al-
lowed to do any harm. Read
the promise to the disciples,
Mark 16, 18. God gives power

to the hand that is used for him. When Paul laid his
hands on the sick people, they were cured right away.
Jesus will honor and use little hands that are given to
him. Give the hands to Jesus, and he will use them to
help other people. What was Paul’s first gift to Jesus ?
Make a heart. When Paul said, ** What wilt thou have
me to do ?* he guve his heart to Jesus. He was ready
toobey. A child can do that. Then the hands will fol-
low. Talk about the kind of work hands given to
Jesus will do. Will they push, strike, snatch, steal ?
Ask children to hold up both hands, and say after you,
slowly and seriously, ** My hands must belong to Satan
or to Jesus.,” Then, after a moment’s quiet, with
folded hands, let children pray softly,

“Take my hands, dear Jesus,
Let them work for thee.”

| The story of the voyage to Rome may be briefly given,

pointing out the course on the map, or it may be omit-
ted, laying stress upon the fact that God kept his
promise in bringing Paul safely to Rome. Just as
surely will he keep his promises to us.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

That fire with its leaping flames, with its raddy light,
with its hospitable warmth, is a magnetic center to that
chilled, shivering, wrecked circle. Let the rain beat
down drearily on the rocky shore of Mailta. Let the
cold wind moan across the sea. That fire brings com-
fort and cheer. So much like Paul to think of others
and wander out into the storm, to search among the
rocks and along the beach and gather any drift wood
lodging there. He has brought an armful to the fire
and heaps it on the embers. How the flumes spring up
with new energy, shake their fluttering robes, laugh,
and shoot out their sparks to defy rain and cold! But
look ! That viper benumbed and coiled amid the wood,
at the touch of the heat, leaps up, darts its fangs into
Paul's hand and there clings ! Ugh ! The people fall back.,
They look away ! *‘ A murderer, amurderer ! ' they are
whispering. * The furiesare after him., Hewilldie ! ™
No, calmly us if the viper were a stick to be thrown on
the fire, Panl shakes off those wriggling, venomed coils,
and stands up free, unharmed ! Nomurderer now ! * A
god, a god ! ™ they whisper. Will Paul come to a sick-
Dbed and see the father of Publius lying there * So flushed
with fever and weak ! Hush! Solemn moment when
Paul prays and lays his hands on the sick man. The
fever abates, The eye brightens. Strength returns,
The man rises from his bed. And now there i a throng
at Paul's door : the fevered, the lame, the deaf, the
blind. What a poor, wasted, worse than shipwrecked
colamn comes hobbling and creeping to the apostle,
and what a procession moves away, without a cruteh,

| seeing, hearing, rejoicing, ginging! The day of de-
[ parture comes. An Alexandrian ship is ready to slip
| fts moorings and begin its race for ITtaly. The cen-
turion marches his prisoners aboard. The stupid
images of Castor and Pollux at the prow are supposed
| to be favorable, The waves beckon. The wind calls.
The vessel is off. Tt is soon at Syracuse, then at Rhe-
gium, and finally halts in the busy harbor of Puteoll.
Thence, in the midst of his gnards, Paul goes to Rome.
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A.D. 61.63.) LESSON IV.

Acts 28, 16-31. [Commit to memory verses 28-81.]

Y 16 And when we came to Rome,

1) the centurion delivered the prison-

er to the captain of the guard ; but

Paul was suffered to dwell by him-
self with a soldier that kept him.

17 And it cume to pass, that after
three days Paul called the chief of
the Jews together : und when they
were come together, he said unto
them, Men and brethren, though I
have committed nomlui against the people, or customs
of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Je-ru’-
sa-lem into the hands of the Ro’muns

18 Who, when they had examined me. would have
let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.

19 But when the Jews spake against i¢, I was con-
strained to appenl unto Ca’sar ; not that I had aught
to necuse my nation of.

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to
see you, and to speak with you ; because that for the
hope of I#’ra-el I am bound with this chain.

21 And they said unto him, We neither received let-
ters out of Ju-de’a concerning thee, neither any of the
brethren that came showed or spake any harm of thee.

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest :
for as concerning this sect, we know that every-where
it i spoken agninst.

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there

Yonder, on the Appian Way, are a company of people
approaching the Tmperial City. They are a gang of
prisoners, chained together, and guarded by stern sol-
diers. Little do the nobles of Rome imagine that in that
despised lhronﬁ walks one man whose name hf its lus-
ter shall pale all others in the annals of their city ! At
last Paul stands at the goal of his hopes, and though he
comes as u prisoner, it i8 with no consciousness of
shame, for he bears his chain as an ensign of glory,
since he is “the prisoner of the Lord.” After three
days of rest, an ly is and

PAUL AT ROME,

General Statement

[April 26,
came many to him into Zis lodging ; to whom he ex.
pounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading
them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Mo’ses,
and out y the prophets, from morning till evening.

24 And some believed the things which were spoken,
and some believed not,

25 And when they agreed not among themselves,
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word,
Well spake the Holy Ghost by E-sa’ias the prophet
unto our fathers,

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye
shall hear, and shall not understand ; and seeing ye
shall see, and not perceive :

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they
closed ; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them.

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation
gf u:l)d is sent unto the Gen’tiles, and that they will
ear it.

20 And when he had eaid these words, the Jews de-
parted, and had great reasoning among themselves.

30 And Puul dwelt two whole years in his own hired
house, and received all that came in unto him

81 Preaching the kingdom of God, and umcillnx those
things which concern the Lord Je’sus Christ, with all
confidence, no man forbidding him.

rejecting him. The separation is made, and Judaism
and Christianity enter upon diverse ways, the one to
become barren and profitless, the other to march on-
ward toward the conquest of the world. We have but
little to tell of the two years which Paul passed as a
prisoner at large in Rome. There was the daily chain-
"f to a new soldier, with its compulsory companion-
ship. and often its influence for good. There were the
visits of Tychicus from Ephesus ; of Epaphroditus from:
Philippi ; of Mark, with whom a new friendship began ;
f O

a pany
of Jewish leaders gather in Paul's lodging-place to hear
his statement of the Christian faith. Upon the table
lies the roll of Scripture, to which the apostle refers in
proof of his declurations concerning the kingdom of

. All day long the conversation is carried on be-
tween Puul and the Jews, and it ends in a division, a
few accepting Jesus as the Christ, but the most of them

Explanatory aud

Verse 16. When we. This includes not only the
prisoners and their guards, but also Luke, Timothy,
and Aristarchus. Came to Rome. The end of the
Jjourney was now reached and Paul was for the first time
in the city which gave law to the Mediterranean world.
It then held a population of two millions, of whom one
half were slaves. he centurion. Julins, who de- |
serves a place among the friends of Paul, now disap-
Fcum from the story,
favorable report douhtiess secured for Panl a measure
of liberty pending his trial. The captain of the
guard, The Pretorian Guards were the special pro-
tectors of the emperor’s person, und their camp was on
the north-eastern part of the city. They were com-
manded at this time by the celebrated Burrhus, a man
of noble character, soon after put to death by Nero.
Paul was suffered. The prisoners were

| among his own people. Men and

having finished his task. His |

of il the fugitiveslave, captured by the Gospel.
There were letters to the churches, and the care of the
souls whom Paul had won, against the enticements of
the world, and the treachery of Judaizing teachers., At
the end of the two years the curtain falls suddenly, and
inspiration tells us no more concerning the greatest man.
in Christian history.

Practical Notes.

south-west of the city : and as he could not go to their
synagogue he must needs send for them. The chief
of the Jews. The rulers of the synagogue and social
leaders among the Jewish population at Rome. Here,
as every-where, Paul began his evangelistic work
brethren. He
uses the same form of address as before the Jews
at Jerusalem. Acts 23, 1. [ have committed nothing.
t was necessary for him to explain how he came there
a8 a prisoner yet innocent, and it was difficult to make
this appear without reflecting upon the authorities at
Jerusalem. Against the people. He addressed the
Jews by the name which they loved, * the people ; ' that
is, the peogle under God's peculinr care. Or custom.
He held that the Gospel was not in conflict with the
law. but was its glorious consummation. Yet was I

kept in a prison n:inln!ng the pretorian camp, but those
who were regarded with some favor were allowed to
live by themselves, ander a free castody ; that is,
chuined at all times to a soldier, who was responsible
for their safe keeping. We must think of the noble-
minded and pure-hearted nrmtle a8 writing his letters
zhitlﬁ fastened by thedwr(st or a brutal common soldier ;
o the army was made up of the dregs of the le.
The soldier that kept L'nn. A con?pennnllon'::orhil
constant trial was the fact that in the daily change of
the guard he ame known to many soldiers, and
through them to the whole camp (Phil. 1. 13. Rev.
Ver.); and by the soldiers the Gospel was carried to
the extremes of the empire. (1) See ;nw God can bring
good out of evil, and make men’s hate serve the Gospel.

17. After three days. A short rest after so long a
Journey. (2) The earnest worker is quick to seek out op-
portunities. Paul enlled. As he was living near the
camp, his home was the breadth of the city from the

; Jewieh quarter, which was across the Tiber, on the

t is to be p d that the apostle gave
to these Jewish leaders more detailed account of his
trials than here appears.

18, 19. Would have let me go. It is evident from
the entire story that the Roman authorities were
throughout friendly to Paul, and wonld have released
him but for the bitter opposition of the Jews. Con-
strained to appeal. He did this nnwllllnllir. for the
Jews were always ntronrly oppoged to turning aside
from their own ecclesinstical tribunals to those of their
Roman masters. Not that I had aught. Every-where
Paul showed the most tender spirit toward his people,
and despite their unjust treatment of him, never ac-
cused them as a body. (3) Let us learn to love every soul
Jor whom Christ has died.

20. For this cause, The cause which he is now to-
present to them. For the hope of I

of Israel was the coming of the Mess
believed had taken place. | am bound.

which clanked as he stood was to him no badge of
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ghame, but honorable as the scars won by a soldier in &
noble cause.

21. We neither received letters. This was prob-
ably correct. Paul's appeal was unexpected, and the
came storm which delayed his coming would also delay
any adverse letters which might have been sent.
Neither any of the brethren. ‘' The brethren” was
the term used by Jewe of each other, Spake any
parm. They were far from the field of Paul's active
Jabor, and for two years past he had been in &ison 3 80
that the Jews in Rome had heard but little about him.

22. We desire to hear of thee. They had heard
that there was a body of Pwple who believed as Paul
did, but these Jews knew little about their views. As
concerning this sect. The term simply means *a
school of religious thought.” Every-where it is
spoken against. It was hated by the Jews, and not
Jess by the Gentiles. Though itg beliefs were noble and
elevating, they wi dered ath ical use

1

[

| into willing hearts.

Jewish enmity at Jerusalem, Jews at Rome became be-
jevers in Jesus, Some believed not. There was
good ground and rocky soil in that assemblage, aud
some seed fell upon each, 'They agreed not. dicat-
ing that there was a dispute among the hearers, as there
requently was umong the Jews when religious con-
troversies arose. Spoken one word. Called forth by
the rejection of the Gospel by the unbelieving party.
Esaias. The prophet Isaiah, chap. 6.9, 10, a passage
quoted more f ly in the New T than any
other from the Old.
26,27, Saying. The words of the Lord given to
Isaiah in the temple were verified by the Jews seven
centuries afterward. Hearing ye shall hear. You
shall hear with the ear, but shall not receive the truth
So the multitude heard Christ’s

parables, and so many hear the Gospel now. axed
gross. That is, dull and heavy, by their own rejection
of ‘the truth, Their eyes they have closed. The

ere

they led to the forsnklng of idols ; disloyal, because the
Christians would not offer sacrifices to the image of the
emperor ; and unsocial, because they ke&! away from
the wicked pleasures of the times. (4) How easy it is
to obtain false and evil i of the truth, (5) That
the victory of the G%mu overcome these

in the minds of men, shows that it came from God.

23. Appointed him a dl{. For a formal discussion
of the Gospel and its claims, There came many.
Not only the rulers, but also the masses of the Jews,
and perhaps some Gentile seekers after God. The
kingdom of God. That is, the Gospel as the fulfill-
ment of the Jewish expectation of a kingdom to be
ruled by the Messiah. The law of Moses ...the
prophets, The two great divisions of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, in both of which Paul could point to
abundant foreshadowings of Christ. From morning
till evening. It was not a continuoue discourse, but
was broken up by discussions and arguments on both
sides, (6) The Bible, from beginning to end, is full of
Christ. (7) Long sessions are not wearisome wi the
theme and the teacher are interesting.

24, 25. Some believed. Thus, as one result of

I} of spiritual perceptions comes not by God's
will, but as the result of their own conduct. Should be
converted, Rev. Ver., ‘‘should turn again.” The
word conversion in the New Testament often means
the humaun act of the will in turning to God, and never
the divine work of regeneration,

28, Be it known therefore. Because ye are hard-
ened, God sends his word to others. Unto the Gen-
tiles. This is the last message of the New Testament
to the Jews, unless a later be found in the Epistle to the
Hebrews. They will hear it, A prediction, speedily
fulfilled, of the rapid progress of the vord among the
Gentiles. Within three centuries it conquered Rome
itself, and became the universal religion of the empire.

29, 30, 31. When he had said. Ver.20 is omitted
in the Revised Version, as not in the best manuscripts.
Two whole years. There were long delays before his
trial, and it is believed that after it he was released, and
spent several years in gnnch(nm ired house. His
home was a center of influence, and from it were writ-
ten the epistles to Ephesians, Philippians. Colossians,
Philemon, and perhaps others not now extant. With
all confldence. Strengthened by divine power, and
protected by the Roman government.

HOME READINGS,
M. Paul at Rome. Acts 28. 16-31.
Tw. Simeon’s prophecy. Luke 2, 25-
W. Christ expounds the Scriptures.
Th. Isaiah's vision, Isa. 6. 1-
F. Deaf and blind to Christ.
8.
L)

30.
Luke 24, 27-44.

13,

Matt. 13.
Salvation of the Gentiles predicted.
. The only salvation. Acts 4. 5-12.

13-23,
Isa. 45. 14-25.

GOLDEN TEXT.

The salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles.
Acts 28, 28,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 112, Dominion Hymnal.

Father, bless our school to-day,
Be in all we do and say, eto.

No. 184, Dominion Hymnal.

Pell it out among the lieathen that the Lord is King
Tell it out ! Tell it out ! eto.

No. 289, Dominion Hymnal,

Joytully, joyfully onward we move,
BT 45 land of bright spirits above ; eto.

TIME.—From A. D. 61-63.

PLACE.—Rome in Italy.

RULERS.—Nero, Emperor of Rome ; Albinus, Proc-
nrator of Palestine ; Joseph, Ananus, and Jesus, son
of Damnmeus, high-priests of the Jews, in succession ;
Agrippa I1., King of Bashan.

DocTrINAL SueersTION—Personal respongibility,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Paul to the Jews, v. 16-27.
What special favor was shown Paul ?
‘Whom did Panl invite to meet him ?
Of what did he declare his innocence ?
For what was he bound ?
‘What reply did the Jews make ?

What did Paul do at the next meeting ?
How did the Jews receive the word ¥
Whom did Paul quote to them ¥
2. Paul to the Gentiles, v. 28-31.
To whom was the Gospel therefore sent ?
How would the Gentiles receive it ¥
‘What did the Jews then do ¥
How long did Paul continue in Rome ?
How was his time employed ?
Why was he not forbidden to preach ?
Practieal Teachings.
How does this lesson show—
1. Paul's eagerness to preach the Gospel ¥
2. That men are to blame for their rejection ?
3. That God opens the way for his workers ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Paul to the Jews, v, 16-27.

Where did Paul's journey end ?

Into whose custody was he given ?

What liberty was granted him ¥

Who were invited to meet him ?

Of what did Paul declare himself innocent ?

What account did he give of himself ¢

Why had he called them together ¥

What was the reply of the Jews ?

What wish did they express ?

Where did Paul meet them again ?

What did he explain to them ¥ .

With what effect ?

From what prophet did Paul quote ?

‘Why would not the people believe ?
2. Paul to the Gentiles, v. 28-31.

‘What declaration did the apostle make ?

By what authority did he say this ¥ Acts13. 46,47.

H{)w was this declaration received ?

Where did Paul dwell ¢

How was he occupied ?

Feachings of the Lesson,

‘Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That opportunities may be found by those who
seek them ?

2. That an unwilling heart makes an unwilling ear ?

3. That God has a work somewhere for all his serv-
ants ?
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
‘Was Paul treated like the other prisoners when he
came to Rome? No; he was allowed tolive by him«
sell with the soldier who kept b

bim,
What did he do after three duys ? !lent for the chief

men of the Jews to come and see

What did he say to them? ** 1 am here a prisoner,
but | have done nothing agaiust our people or their
laws.”

What reacon did he give for being there? Because
the Jews at Jerusalem had accused him,

How did they unswer ! * We have recelved no
word or letter irom Judea about you.”

What more did they say ? ** Nor h-ve -ny of the
brethren who came said any harm of you,
mw'"ﬁ dlid they say they would like to hem ? About

s relizio
. Whatl did mey do? Appointed a day to come and

ear him.
um nml ning until night, on the day, what did Paul
do h Explai: nes to them that Jesus Christ was the
BSaviour,

How did th(‘y receive the word ? Some believed,
and some did not,

As they were going away, what sorrowful words of
rebuke did Paul say to them ? The Holy Spirit was
cight when he said they would not be willing to see,
to hear, or to understand,

Because they would not believe, to whom was the
Gospel sent ? "[Repeat the GoLpeN TEXT.]

Words with Little People,

You may think as you study this lesson that it was
very strange the Jews did not believe that Jesus was
the promised Saviour. Are you believing that he is
your Saviour when you take no heed to what he has
snid, and go on just the same as if he had never taken
little children in his arms and blessed them, and
said, ** Come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of
henven ?"  Wont you come to him to-day, and tell him

u do believe in him, and want him to be your own dear

aviour all the rest of your life ¥

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. Whom did Paul cali to speak with cone.ornlng his
imprisonment * The chief men of the Jew:
% W hnt did they say ¢ ** We have hurd no harm
thee.”

" s:' What did they desire? To hear him concern-
ng
4. Wh nt was the result of Panl‘ur})m\chlng to them ?
Some believed, and vome believe

8. Unto whom, besides the Jews, is the salvation of
God sent 7 Unto the Gentiles,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
4. How does He explain the Ten Commandments ?
teaching us that they forbid u|n, m only in ouc

8. Their eyes have they closed. v. 27.

** O foolish people....eyes and see not " Jer. 5. 21,
4. Lest they. . lwuldbecwwnl«l

** Love eso rather than Ilgl\l.“ John 3. 19.
5. And I maum heal them. v.

“ When I would have heuled laml " Josea 7. 1.

IV, By Promisg,
The salvation of God. v. 28,
"By grace are ye saved....the gift .z God." Eph,

2. 8.
2. Is sent unto the Gentiles. v. 28,
“ Whosoever bellevuh b2 Julm 3. 16,
8. They will hear it. v.
“They hear my \oice, And there shall be oue fold
and one shtpherd " John 10. 16,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE.
Working for the Gospel.

1. We should work for Christ, though in the fuce of
difficulty and discouragement. If Paul, a chained cup-
tive, could work, we can work also. v. 16.

2. Weshould begin our work for Christ promptly,
as soon as the opportunity comes. Paul was at work
in three days after his arrival in Rome. v. 17,

3. We should work for the Gospel in a kind and for-
giving spirit. Though the Jews had wronged Puul, he
“‘hnd nothing to accuse his nation of.” v. 18, 19,

4. We should work for the Gospel with the Bible as
our chief weapon, Paul used the Scriptures in his dis-
cussion, v. 23.

8. We should continue to work for the Gospel, even
though our labors be not always successful, v, 24,

6. We should work perseveringly, and incessantly,
80 long as the opportunity is afforded us.

English Teacher’s Notes.
Wuxn General Gordon arrived at Khartoum, in
the hope of pacifying the Soudan, one of his first
acts was to send robes of honor to the man who had
assumed a hostile attitude toward Egypt and toward
England—the Mahdi. The sending of these robes
was an offer of peace, of friendship, of favor, It
promised distinction and prosperity instead of war
and overthrow, and should have transformed ene-
mies into allies, foes into friends. But the Mahd;
knew that it implied and demanded something else,

!ws actions, buv also in the ti
the mind.

Matthew v. 21, 28,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.

Preaching the Kingdom,
I. By Testimony,
L. 0 lulle-r'l |M’t?)’lwt; of theh Jews together. v. i7.
et him that heareth say, Come.” Rev,
2. Men and brethren, v. 17, " afanid
“ Kinsmen according to the flesh," Rom 9.3
3. For this cause. ... have I called. v.
“That ye may know what is the hope " Eph. 1. 18
4. For the hope of Irael, I am bound. v. 20.
**In distress for Christ's sake." 2 Cor, 12, 10.
II. By Exposition,
1. Erpounded....the kingdom of God. v.23.
The kingdom of God is come nigh. W TLuke 10, 9.
2. Out of the lnw of Moses, v.
* Of whom Moses in the law did write."" John 1. 45,
3. Outof the ets. v. 28,
“Who p—opheslsd or the grace....unto you."
1 Pet. 1. 10.
4. F"m;n rrwrr'v('nq till evening. d " Gal. 6. 0.
“ Let ns not be weary in well oing." Gal. 6. 9.
111. By WarnNive, 4 i
1. The heart... iz waxed gross. v. 20.
Lo/ Thzey hmmle their hearts an adamant stone."

. Their ears arve dull. v. 21,

hing he was unwilling to give. The recep-
tion of the robes would have signified submission
to the authority by whose delegute they were sent.
The Mahdi was determined to be independent. He
therefore refused them, and sent them back with
marks of hostility and scorn. He chose to be the
enemy, not the vassal, of Egyptand her English
protectors, Whether or not he consulted his own
interests in so doing it may be difficult at this mo-
ment to decide. Yet wo may safely say that the
friendship and favor of England has vsually proved
a benefit to those who have enjoyed it. The thing
offered was valuable, but the Mahdi lightly es-
teemed and rejected it.

Our passage to-day tells us of the offer of a precious
gift, and of its refusal. Let us ask,

1. By whom was it offered? The gallant General
Gordon arrived at Khartoum without pomp, or
retinue, or forces to back him, accompanied by a
single friend. Had it not been for the wonderful
prestige of his name, this daring move might have
seemed the act of & madman. But Paul, the sol-

Tu They refused to hearken.”

dier and servant of Jesus Christ, sent forth to win
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back rebel hearts and lives to their rightful king,
arrived at Rome, not only without pomp, retinue,
or force, bu, without any prestige attaching to his
pame which should induce crowds to meet and wel-
come him, A few fricnds had escorted him into
the city, but the hundreds who suw the purty puss
along saw only a Jewish prisoner proceeding with

this man came us a delegate from the King of kings,
to offer a priceless gift to those who would accept,
and thus to win back alien hearts, and bring light
and peace where darkness and terror had reigned.
Now ask,

9. To whom was it offered? 'There is a company
of men assembled in the lodging which Paul is
allowed to occupy with the soldier who has charge
of him. Paul’s first act on airiving has been to beg
& visit from the principal men of his own nation.
They have heard that he belongs to a sect cvery-
where spoken against, called Nazarenes, and they
are not unwilling to hear an explanation of the doe-
trines held by this sect, But it is not a mere ex-
planation that Puul has to give. He has a distinet
und precious gift to offer them. Ask,

3. What was the gift? The Golden Text tells us.
It was * the salvation of God.” Tosee what Paul
expounds and testifies—the truth * concerning the
kingdom of God.” That is not a strange expression
to them, They are looking for the kingdom, but
looking the wrong way. They look for Messiah to
come and make their nation great and glorious, and
subject other nations to them, Paul tells them
something very different—how that all have sinned
and gone astray, and all, even themselves, need a
Saviour—and how that Saviour has come and suf-
fered (comp. chap. 13. 96-89) for them, has risen
again, and claims the fealty of his chosen nation.
And be offers them in the name of Jesus forgive-
ness of sins, justification, peace, favor with God,
and a glorious prospect for the future.

Some are convinced by his arguments, some are
not. But not one nccepted the offer.

4. Why was it refused? Why did they close the
eyes and cars of their soul, and %eal up their heart
(ver. 27) against the gifts put before them? For
the same reason that, as we have scen, the Mahdi
refused the robes of honor from the emissary of
Egypt and of England. The reception of that gift
meant submission, What Paul had written before
about his countrymen had proved true in this case :
“They . . . going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves to
the righteousness of God.” Rom. 10, 8. They
could not acknowledge themselves sinners. They
could not acknowledge the insufficiency of the law
to ohtain for them justification and peace. They
cotld not bow before the erucified One. They were
the children of Abraham, and though Inoked down
upon, and often persecuted, by the Gentiles around
them, they retained their pride of ancestry, and
looked forward to a return of more than their former
glories in the future. And so they refused pardon,

others on his way to the soldiers’ quarters. Yet l‘

\
\
1

peace, and eternal life, in rejecting the * salvation
of God.”

Thus every-where, from Jerusalem to Rome, the
Gospel hud been first preached to the Jews. Chap.
1.8; Luke 24, 47. And every-where they had, as
a nation, rejected it. The gift of God—the wonder-
ful salvation wrought out through Christ Jesus was
despised and scouted. But the gift is sent to others
—offered freely—offered widely—to whoever will
have it. For two years Paul preached it to the
Gentiles at Rome, and afterward to many in other
lands. It means now what it did then, peace with
God, power, and honor, and blessing. But it means
also submission—the confession of guilt and un-
worthiness, and the surrender of the heart to its
Lord and Saviour. Who will take this gift—the
¢ galvation of God ?"

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.

Begin with eome accotnt of Romne, and its importance,
showing n picture of some of its buildings, or drawing
a map of the city, ete....Show the manner in which
Paul entered Rome, (See General Statement.). .. .Pacl's
condition in Rome—what was it, wherein free, wherein
under control....How did Paul seek opportunities of
doing good in Rome ?....How did he use them?....
There are three aspects in which we may consider this
Jesson : 1. What God did for Paul at Rome ; 2. What
Paul did for the Gospel at Rome ; 3. How Paul's efforts
for the Gospel were received....Notice in this lesson
how to preach the Gospel. (See Analytical and Biblical
Outline)....See the Thoughts for Young People for a
line of teaching....ILLUSTRATION. In the cellars of the
palace of the Cmsars, where the slaves dwelt, was re-
cently found on the wall a rdde picture, evidently of
very early date, which represents & man showing rever-
ence to u cross on which hangs & human figure with an
ass's head. Around is written, * Alexamenos is wor-
shiping his God.” This may illustrate the contempt
for Christianity in heathen Rome.

References. FreemaN. Ver. 16 : Prisoners chained,

831.
Primary and Intermediate.

BY M. V. M.

Lessox Trovenr. Salvation a Gift.

InTRODUCTORY. Make, with flat crayon, something
like a road, and at its end print “Rome." Ask what
traveler we have been studying about, to what city he
had been wanting to go, who hud promised that he
should go to that city, and what were some of the diffi-
culties which he met on the way. Did Paul want to go
there for pleasure ! Tell that it was a beautiful, gay
city, but that very few there believed in Jesus, Tell
that Paul went there a prisoner, chained to a soldier,
but yet carrying a gift which gold could not buy. To
be tanght : 1.) What Paul came to give to the Romans ;
2.) What Jesus wants to give to us; 8. How this gift
may be received.

ey
@

1. Make a heart on the board,
within the heurt the dim outline
of a cross, Recall the story of
Paul's conversion, Tell that
once Paul's heart was cold and'
hard and unloving, but after he
saw Jesus it grew warm and
tender. Speak of the cross, of
what it recalls, its power over
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the heart, ete. Talk about gifts, when made, to whom,
what for, etc., teaching that a true gift comes out of a
heart of love. Print *Salvation” in the heart, and
tell that the cross means salvation, and this is the gift
Paul carried to Rome with him. Tell what opportuni-
ties were given him there to preach the Gospel, und how
glad he was to offer his gift to all who would take it.

2. Teach that Jesus offers this same gift to us, by our
Christian friends, our pastor, our teachers. If a friend
gives us something which cost a great deal, we prize it
highly. Tell what our salvation cost Jesus. Why did
he come to bring us such a gift ? Teach emphatically
that it was love, that love ig of God, that God is love,
and that it was a little spark of this love in Paul's
heart which made him carry the news of salvation to
Rome.

8. Nlustrate the act of giving and receiving. Show
thut there must always be one who gives and one who
receives. We must hear of the gift, see it, believe in the
love that offers it, and then fake it. TLe hearing, see-
ing, believing, will be of no use without the taking.
Teach that when Paul took the gift he began to obey
Jesus at once, and that we must do the same thing.
What will this gift do for us ¥ Make us rich in love,
faith, hope, helpfulness, and one day give us a place in
heaven. Who wants the gift? Ask who will take it
to-duy. Sing, “ We praise thee, O God."

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

EXPLANATION, Paul is at Rome. He has explained
to the Jews there that Jesus Christ is the Saviour.
Some believe, and some do not. Then what does Paul
say ? [Turnto the blackboard.] #e said their heart
was careless, their ears dull, and their eyes shut. 1t is
easy for us to censure the Jews for unbelief, but cone
sider how much greateris the personal responsibility of
each one of us, for we have greater light, and huve had
Christ preached to us all our lives, How is your heart ?
Is your ear dull * Have you shut your eyes ?

[NoTe.—Remember that a blackboard can give just as
good instruction, even if the words are only written,
instead of lettered. Do not abandon it because you are
not an artist.]

Lesson Word-Pictures,

The Roman eagle is to be humbled and Rome taken !
Who ventures to attack? Any army on the march ?
What do you see? Roman soldiers from Puteoli are
tramping along the stony pavement of the Appia Via
that leads to Rome. In their midst is a Jew. He the
engle-humbler ¥ What can he do? He is without
arms, He is chained to a soldier, Look around you.
He is only one against many. How thronged is this
highway ! Here are merchants, tourists, nobles in

their carriages, while the very beggars and tramps are
stronger than that Jew. And here is a Roman legion,
its iron ranks closed up, sternly moving off to join in
some war with Africa or Asia. How they would sneer
at that Jew ! And now this fanatic is passing through
the shadowy Porta Capena into Rome itselfl. How its
palaces and temples, baths and theaters, its trinmphal
arches, too, must have scowled at the upstart who has
Just arrived from Jerusalem. What will he do? Send
for Cmsar and ask him to capitulate? Gather the
nobles ¥ No, he invites to a conference a lot of de-
spised Jews ! We hear him clanking the chain that
fastens him to his ever-present guard, and he talks of
‘“the hope of Isruel.” They come again and in larger
numbers, What curiosity to hear this man of a sect
every-where spoken against! And then he exalts
Jesus. Watch his hearers, this one sneering, a second
one turning away his face, a third rudely rushing out ot
the room, but a fourth listening, believing, loving,
They are all gone now, gone in the midst of a stormy
discussion. I wonder what the soldier thinks of his
chained companion as this Jew meets other auditors in
the future, preaching ‘“‘two whole years in his own
hired house!™ Does that soldier expect the Roman
eagle will go down ! Go down it will before that lifted
cross. The truth of the apostle is mightier than the
sword of the Roman. A conqueror came that day when
Paul in chains was led along the Appia Via into the

Eternal City.

LESSONS FOR MAY, 1885,
May 3. Obedience. Eph, 6. 1-13,
May 10. Christ our Example. Phil. 2. 5-16.
May 17, Christian Contentment. Phil. 4, 4-18,
May 24. The Faithful Saying. 1Tim. 1.15-20; 2. 1-6,
" I;i_a\' 81, Paul's Charge to Timothy. 2 Tim. 3, 14-17;
ik e

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
BY JOHN WILLIAMSON, M.D., D.D,

April 5. Paul's Voyage. Acts 27. 1,2, 14.26.

1. This long and detailed account of voyage and ship-
wreck was recorded in the volume of inspiration for
two reasons : (@) To show God's disciplinary way of
bringing certain purposes of his to pass. 1 Kings 21
19, with 22, 87,38 ; Micah 5. 2, with Luke 2.1-4. (%) To
show the possible trial of God's people in doing their
duty. 1 Pet. 1, 7; 4.12; 1Cor. 10. 13; Psa. 66. 10;
Zech. 13, 9; James 1. 12.

2. Man is biblically and consciously free, while God is
absolutely sovereign. Prov. 1, 23-81; Matt. 23, 37;
John7.17; Acts 7. 51 ; Eph. 4. 30; 1 Thess. 5.19; Job
9.12; Isa. 43. 13 ; Dan. 4. 35; Matt, 19, 26 ; Rev. 19

3. The holiness and purity, that is, the character and
conduct, of u good man in personal peril. Gen. 22;
2 Sam. 24 ; 2 Chron, 22, 81 ; Deut. 8. 2, 16; Job ; Dan-
iel ; Matt. 4. 1-11 ; Heb. 4, 15,

4. What as God's children we, too, may look for in
this world from our loving Lord. Heb. 12, 5-12; Rev.
3.19; 1Pet. 4. 12, 13; Job 23. 10; James 1. 3; Rom.
5.8; Mutt. 5, 11, 12 ; 1 Thess, 2. 4.

5. Other storms of God’s appointment, historical and
prophetic, in the order of his judgment and justice.
Gen. 19. 24 ; Psa, 11. 6 ; Isa, 13,19 ; Exod. 9. 23; 1 Sam.
12. 17, 185 Psa, 18.6, 7; Josh. 10. 11; Rev. 16. 21;
Jonah 1.

6. In unavoidable physical peril, our faith in God con-
tinuing steadfast, we ought to use every possible means
of escape, vers, 18, 10. Psa. 37. 8; Matt, 10. 23; Acts
8.1; 1Cor. 16. 13; 8.6-9; Matt. 6, 25; 1 Thess. 5.6;
Mark 13. 87.
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7. * Faith, Hope, Love.” Faith is our_hold on God
in the storm, Hope in the sunshine, and Love in both.
1Tim. 1. 18,19 6. 123 2Tim.4.7; H
14,23 Titus 1.2 Acts 26, 6, il
19; 3.6; John 8. 16 1 Pet. 1.8; John 14.

Mutt. 10. 88.

8, This life is a succession of unavoidable dangers,
personal and relative. Self, home, property, all are in
constant jeopardy. What recourse have we? God!
Psa. 65. 53 Isn. 26. 43 Prov. 3.5; Phil. 8.3,4; 2 Cor.
1.9 Nah.1.7; Prov. 20. 25 ; Jer. 17. |

9. Who is God that we dare 8o reliantly trust him ?
Gen. 1. 1 Deut. 33. 27 Gen. 17. 1 Exod. 6. 8; Psa.
139, 1-6 ; Prov. 5. 21; Jer. 23. 23 ; Matt. 5. 48 ; Isa. 5.
16 45. 31; Ezra 9. 15 ; Pea. 25. 8.

10, 'The facts of the existence and ministry of angels
are in this narrative assumed and tau ht, vers. 23, 24.
Job 88.7; Psa, 8. 5; Heb, 2.5,7; 2 Pet. 2. 11; Neh,
328 Cot 1. 16; 1 Kings 19,55 Psa, 68.17; 104, 4;
Luke 16, 22; Acts 12.7-11 Heb. 1.7, 14.

Lessons :

We, Christians, on the vowya of duty to glorified des-
liny, should ever )uep in mind ;

1. Duty is being in character, and doing in conduct, as
we ought, when we are all free to be in character snd
do in conduct as we ought not.

9. Glorified destiny is the eternal result of duty done.

3. We are often handed over to age ies of God's

rovidence, by his real, though unseen, order, without
eing personally consulted, ver. 1.

4. Weare not always allowed to choose our compan-
fons for the voyage, ver. 1.

5. All natural phenomena are in reality manifesta-
tlons of the gracious power of God, v. 14.

6. We must often give up all of our trying, and leave
the issue or results with Almighty God, ver. 15.

T |?0d gives only opportunities, we must give the
WOork.

8. In times of personal or relative Farll we may have
faith in God, and yet not hope of physical rescue, ver. 20,

9. Tt is possible for us to so live that God can give us
special revelations of his will, ver. 22,

10. Supreme conscientiousness, and devotion to what
e considered duty, secured from God to Paul special
revelations of grace when he was a great sinner, and
afterward when he became us great a saint.

11, 'The ministry of angels may be confidently antici-
pated, ver. 23.

12. In our prayers for ourselves, let usalways include
the similarly imperiled, ver. 24.

13. Have faith in God, ver. 25.

April 12. Paal's Shipwreck, Acts 27.27-44.

1. The wise, possible, and sufficient preparation
needed by every human being for the perilous voyage of
human life. John 7. 17; 5. 14: 17, 17 ; Rom. 12. "
2Cor. 7.1 18. 113 Eph. 5. 17, 18 ; Col. 4. 12; 1 Thess.
4.3; Heb, 6.1; 10. 9, 10,

2, What every imperiled voyager must do to secure
this supernatural preparation. (a) Repent, Acts 2. 38§

3.19; 8, 22; Matt, 4.17 ; Mark 1.15. (b) Believe, Mark
5.86: 2 Chron. 20. 20 ; John 11,27 ; 14, 1; Acts 8. 37.
(¢) Confess, Rom. 10. 9, 10; 1 John 2.23; 4. 2, 8, 153
Matt. 10. 82.

3. God's way of strengthening an individual's faith
in himself by extraordinary trial. Gen. 22, 1-12; Rom.
5.8 Jas. 1. 81 Zech. 13.9; Job 23, 10; 1 Pet. 1. 74
12; 1 Cor. 8. 13 ; Dan. 3. 17 6. 23,

4. Other winds mentioned in the word. Sol. Song 4.
16; Job 87, 17 ; Luke 12, 55 ; Ezek.17.10; Hos. 13}5;
Exod. 10, 19; 2 Kings 19.7, 35; Jer. 4. 11; Job 87. 9.

5. What a privilege God's people enjoy in their not
infrequently long hours of darkness and storm, of cast-
Ing the anchor of their faith out into the cruel sea on
which they must voyage, and then reposefully await
the coming of the morning, ver. 20. Jude 24: 2 Tim.
4,183 1 Pet. 1,53 Prov. 20. 25; Jer. 81. 85; 2 Sam. 12.
20 ; Luke 2. 37, 88 ; Mait. 8. 5-10.

6. Several facts of this lesson impress the harmon
of God"l sovereignty with man's freedom. v. 8{
(@) God’s purposes are soverclxn. Isa. 40. 18, 14; Dan.
4.35; Psa, 83, 11; Jer.4.98; Acts2.38; 4.38. () “1

know I am free, and that's the end of it.” Prov. 1.
23-31; Matt, 23, 87; 2 Thess. 2. 135 John 7. 17,

7. When in physical peril all means of escupe are, in
the order of God's providence, cut off, Christians still
have left, ver. 32. a. 38, 18, 10; 84, 17 Isa. 65. 23,
24; Dan, 9. 20-2; Ezek. 14.16; Joel 2. 82 ; Rom. 10.
11, 13; Ezra 9. 13, 14,

8. When we think what our bodies are, in the mind
of God, it is plainly our duty to care for them perfectly,
vers, 33-36. Rom. 12. 1; 1 Cor. 16, 173 6. 13,195
2, Cor. 6, 16 ; 1 Thess. 4. 4 ; Gen. 1. 20; 9. 3; Psu. 104
14; Prov. 25. 21 Isa. 58. 10.

9. The duty, possibility, and beauty of thanksgiving
to Almighty God illustrated, ver. 35, 1 Thess, 5. 185
John 6.113 1 Tim, 4. 3, 43 h. 5. 19, 20 ; Rom. 14,
6,7 ; Dan. 2, 28; Matt. 11. 20 26. 27 ; John 11. 41,

10. The sailors and soldiers mentioned in this lesson
exhibited human nature us it is, but Paul's unselfish-
ness and d p 1) ) the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Matt, 22, 87-89; 1 Tim. 1. 55 1 Thess, 4.
9; Gal. 5, 22, 23; Rom. b. 1-3; Eph. 3. 12, 13; Rom.
12. 10; 1 Cor. 13. 4.

The lesson teaches :

Each in the admirable vessel of his individual animal
organization, we, the spiritual, the personal, ure being
driven on life’s cruel sea to nevitible physical ship-
wreck. Let the narrative forming this lesson thus in-
struct us :

1. Oar vessel of the physical is now, and always has
been, utterly unmanageable, ver. xn.

2. Often having heard the portentous breakers, in
our distress of body, we huve wisely taken our sound-
ings, ver. 28.

3. In our physical peril, too, more than once, we have
cast out the anchors of our faith, and waited longingly
for the day of deliverance, or of explanation, ver. 29,

4. If any voyager leave his vessel unbidden by God
to do so, such horrible recreancy to duaty will ruin his
destiny, ver. 80.

5. God's plan to keep the vessel of our physical or-
ganization afloat is through the co-operation of its oc-
cupant, ver, 31,

6. As no imperiled voyager quite understands him-
self, all thought of escape from physical embarrass-
ments by suicide should now be cut off, ver. 32.

7. Because the vessel of the physical is sure to go to
feces, soon or later, is no reason for inattention to
ts wants that can be redressed, vers. 33, 34.

8. Even in the extremest physical danger, let us thank
God for the absolute safety of the spiritual, the per-
sonal, ver, 35.

9. The proximity of a sure and joyful immortality is
enon?h to cheer any holy voyager imperiled physically
on life's sea of storms, ver. 86.

10. Of what intellectual, spiritnal, and volitional
worth is the voyager on the ship of animal organiza-
tion, ver. 37,

11. To the very last every renewal of strength should
be employed to keep the vessel from sinking or being
wrecked, ver. 38.

12. No matter how unexpected and nundesirable the
form of physical dissolution, the fact should be made as
easy as possible, vers, 89-41.

13. During all the voyage the marvelous trinity of in-
tellect, emotion, and will, occupying the ship, should be
unselfish and harmonious, ver. 42,

14. When the physical is finally wrecked, we cannot
tell how the spiritual, the personal, escapes, and it is
valueless to conjecture, ver. 44,

April 19, Paul Going to Rome. Acts 28, 1-15.
This lesson relates a part of the experience of the

Pauline pnrts on the island of Melita, and, subsequent-
]i{ém concluding their journey by sea and by land to

me.

(a) On the island.

1. The islands of the Bible, Jer. 2.10; I=a. 23. 1,12
Gen, 10. 4,53 Zozgh. 2. 11; Ezek.27.7; Acts 16. 11
20,155 21. 1,83 27.7, 12, 13,21, 16 ; Rev. 1.9.

2. God will, under all circumstances, protect his peo-

le, not as they think they need his protection, but as
e knows they actually need it. 1 Pet, 1.5; Jude
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24 ; 1 Thess. 5. 28, 24 ; 2 Thess. 8. 8 ; Deut. 81.6; 2Cor.
aﬂ. o :71'1'0\'. 1.83; 2 Chron, 16.9; Psa.b57,1; 59.16;
1. 8-7.

3. It can scarcely be thought remarkable that Paul, a
student of the Scriptures, and a devout believer in their
divine uuthorhfv nndl;)romlses. was thus heroic in great

rsonal affliction. Psa, 46, 1; Josh. 1.5; Psa, 121, 8;
r:u. 41, 10; 50. 73 3 18am, 17.45, 50 ;
2 Chron, 14, 11; Psa. 9.9 . 20, 1-4 ; 33, 27 ; Isa.
59. 19; 8.10; Dan. 8.28; 6. 22; Gen. 49. 23-25.

4. The Greeks in the exclusiveness of their pride of
culture, the Romuns of power, and the Jews of ecclesi-
asticism, called all other peoples * barbarians,” ver, 2,
Rom, 1. 14; 1 Cor, 14. 11; Exod. 12. 45; Lev. 22, 10;
Eph. 2. 12; Deut. 15. 3 ; 23. 20 ; Obad. 11,

5. The Bible law of kindness has been writlen by the
Creator upon the human heart,and it remains there un-
til erased by prolonged 'y, social, ecel A

olitical, or military cruelty. Ruth 2.8; 1 Cor, 13.4-7 ;
f’mv. 19.22; 381.20; Rom. 12. 10 ; Eph. 4. 82 ; 2 Pet, 1,
b-7.

6. God gave to the disciples of old power over one
cluss of serpents, and to those of deg power over an-
other, and more virulent, class, ver. 3. Mark 16. 18 ;
Luke 10, 19; 1 Cor, 10. 13 ; James 1. 2-4, 12 ; 1 Cor. 15,
b6, 57 ; Rom. 6. 6, 18 ; 12. 2 : Gal, 6. 14 ; James 1, 27.

7. Seven different kinds of serpents are mentioned in
the Bible, five of which are identified as bclonging to
existing species. Gen. 49. 17 ; Psa. 58,4 ; 01, 18; 140,
8; Isa. 14.20; 59.5; Job 20. 16 ; Isa. 30. 6.

8, The serpent we have reason to fear, Isa. 27.1;
Psia. 74. 14 ; Rev, 12.9; 20. 2; Gen. 8. 4, 14; 2 Cor, 11,
8,14 ; Job 1. 9-11; Eph. 6. 11-16 ; Rom. 16. 20,

9. It is God that heals the sick even when what are
known as successful meaus are emplol"ed ver, 8. Deut.
82,90 ; Psa, 103. 8 5 Isa. 88. 5,9, 17; Phil. 2. 27; Luke
5. 17 ; Exod. 23, 25 ; 2 Kings 20, 5.

(b) In Italy.

Italy and Rome in the word, ver. 14, Acts 18, 2;

1; Heb. 18, 24; Acts 19. 21 ; Dan.2.83;7; Luke 2.
1: Acts 16,87 ; 22, 25-28; 25.11,16; 26, 32,

Lessons :

1. Not the actual trials experienced, but the possible
ones escaped, should be the principal theme of our re-
flection and thanksgiving, vers. 1, 2.

2. U ctedly, at any moment, we may be stung by
upen-lnzat:pmemntlo’n. but \)"J! will experience no harm if,
instantaneonsly. and in God's appointed way, we shike
it off into the fire of Christian watchfulness, vers. ﬂ.‘b‘

8. Mankind has an intuitive, and most impressive,
sense g? the exact and unfailing justice of the super-
natural, ver, 4.

4. If the human mind has one characteristic more pro-
nounced than another, it is variableness and turning,
ver. 6.

5. To insure from others good treatment, we need,
not only personal merit, but, as well, meritorious asso-
ciates, ver, 7.

6. God's way of working in this world : (a) By means,
or “naturally.” (5)Without means,or ' supernaturally.

7. The hest and sufficient evidence of the divineness
of the Gospel are its blessed fruits, ver. 9.

8. We have. too, in this lesson an illustration of a
‘-‘n-ompt of inspiration, that the laborer, being worthy of

ix hire, gets it. ver. 10,

9. God freely uses the agencies of secular progress to
carry on the work of the Gospel. v. 11,

10. Great success in Christian work is imposeible,
unless the worker knows just how to *‘fetch a com-
pase,” or reach the port of his point for human good
and Christ’s glory by skillful indirection, ver. 13,

11. Numerous and prosperous friends are God's way
of supporting his o{horwlu hopelessly discouraged
workers, ver, 15,

12. Tt i8 not safe to judge a man's heart and record by
present physical appearances or misfortunes, ver. 4.

April 26. Paul at Rome, Acts 28, 16-31,

At last, and in God's way, Paul reached t‘ho capital
city of the Gentile world, his parish. God's promise
and his own ambition were realized. The end of the
*“good fight” was at hand, Let the word illuminate
the narrative,

1. Rome as mentioned in the word, together with
Paul’s ic, an epistle
to her people, written during his three months' resj-
dence at Corinth A. D. 58, Rev. 17.9; Rom. 1, 21-82;
Dan. 2.88,40; 7.7,19; Acts 18. 2: Rom, 16. 3: 1. 8!
16.19; 15.25; Acts 20. 2, 3, 16; Rem. 15. 28; 1 Cor.
1. 14; 2 Tim. 4. 20.

2. Paul's magnificent character, as revesled in his
face, voice, and spirit, always securing from lhis Roman
captors most considerate treatment, Wis Heart still’
yearned for the sulvation of his misguided countrymen,
vers, 16, 17, Acts 24, 23; 27. 3: 26. 81, 82; Rom. 1.
16; Acts 3.26; Matt. 10. 5-7 ; Luke 24 47 ; Acts 1.8,
Gen. 12, 8; 27.20; Psa. 122, 6.

3, The “hope of Israel,” the pronounced and pre-
eminent peculiarity of that strange people, the easy ex-
planation of their national_individuality and exclusive-
ness, is the exgeclunon of Mesginh, ver. 20, n. 9.25;
Deut. 18. 15, 18 ; Isa. 52, 7; Nah, 1,15 ; Zech.6. 12, 13}
Gen. 14. 18-20; Num, 24. 17; Isa, 9. 7; Jer. 28. 5
Mic. 5. 2; Zech. 9, 9.

4. Now, Paul knew that Jesus of Nazareth answered'
encll{ to the Messiah of prophetic promise ; and so
he insisted, at any cost to himself, or to his followers,
ver. 0. John 1. 41; 4. 25, 26 ; Eph, 2. 13-18 ; Heb, 9.
155 12.24; 1Tim. 2.5 Col.2.8: Heh.8.1,2; 5.4,5; 7.
11, 16, 22 ; Rom. 14. 17 ; 1 Cor. 15, 50.

5. The ethical principles of the Christian religion are-
now universally Intell ly the q
ing nations have surrendered to Christ. The human
brain is saved. Phil. 2. 15; Prov. 28, 1; Matt, §
Gen. 6. 9; Luke 2, 25: . 14, 175 1 John 2. 29
2 Cor. 6. 14; Rom. 6. 16, 18 ; Job 29. 14; Eph, 6. 14;
1Tim. 1. 5.

6. The foregoipg proposition being true, the persecu-
tion of Christians has censed. Once Christians had
this to expect. Mark 10.80 ; Luke 21, 12 ; John 15, 20 ;
2Tim. 8.12; Gal. 4. 20 ; Matt, 26, 52; 5, 10 ; Heb, 11
86; Acts 8.1; 7.52; 1 Pet. 4,18,

7. The practical, governing principle of Chriet, and
the once despised, but now intellectually crowned, sect:
he founded, ver. 22. John 13. 84; 15. 12; 1 John 8, 23;
Eph. 5.2; 1Cor. 18.4-7 ; Matt. 22, 87-89 ; 1Thess. 1.8 ;
Teb. 6. 10; 1 Cor. 13. 8, 13 ; Gal. b. 6, 22, Col. 1.8,

8. The Shakespearean is the true way of accounting for
the unpopularity of the Christian sect at Rome in Paul's
dug‘. ver. 22, Prov. 6 16-19: 12, 22; 5:17.7; 4.
5,255 20.12; Lev. 19, 11;

Pea. 4.2, 7.14;52.8; 58.8;

9. The present duty and opportunity of the preacher,
would he gecure the salvation of men, i& to find Christ
in the word, and in personal experience, or testimony,
and #o0 publish them to the people, ver. 23. Deut, 18.

5, 18 ; Pea. 110 4, with Heb. 5. 6 ; Num, 24, 17 ; Jer,
81.1 ech.13.7 { Gen. 30,27 ; Pxa. 1.3 Isa. 61, 9,10;
Ecel. 1. 16 ; Isa. 35. 8 ; Heb, 12. 14; 2 Cor. 7. 1.

10. The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is adapted
to and intended for all humanity, Jews and Gentiles,
ver. 28. Luke 24. 47 ; Acts 13, 46 ; Mark 18. 10; Gal.
2, 2: Matt. 11. 53 Col. 1. 23 : Eph. 6. 15; Rom, 15. 2;
2Tim. 1.8; 1Cor. 9. 12; 2 Thess, 1. 8, 9; Rom., 11, 25,

Lessons :

1. An u,\portnmty to preach the Gospel is ever at

hand, but #ke opportunity is not always easy to reach
and master, ver. 16,

2. The high personal character of an innocent
prlsolv&er may be his suffici di
ver. 16.

3.
1 Kings 22, 22; Hos. 11,12
; 02,4,

ploy

8. The Pauline plan of preaching the Gospel was first
to offer it to those of his own blood, ver, 17'.)

4, Our evangelical blood, husband, wife, child, sister,
employé, and employer, should get our first evangel-
istic attention.

5. A minister's orthodoxy may be unjustly impugned,
and he is then at liberty. and it is in perfect Chrf-mn
taste, to publicly and boldly avow its purity, ver. 17.

6. We ought not to waste much time in fruitless
evangelistic percuasion before appealing our case to the
Ceesar of the universe, ver, 19,

7. Israel's hope of Messiah, realized in the Lord Jesus
Christ of the o&?el. is still the Christian minister's
only theme, ver, 20.

8. Malicious per of und he-
fore a fair tribunal, are apt to be slow in presenting:
their case, ver, 21,




