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WILLIAMS’

IMPROVED

THE BEST IN THE WORLD.
‘SNOILVLINI 30 I4VYM38

SINGER PATTERN.

This World-Renowned Sewing Machine

Is manufactured in Montreal as well as in the State of New York, and is extensively sold in all

of America, as well as in Europe. There are more machines of this pattern sold than of
any other pattern or principle in the world, and the WiLL1aMs' SINGER is now admitted by all
the experts to be the best made and most durable * Singer ” machine in the market. On the
question of durability read the following testimonial from & lady who has used one of our

machines for twelve years :—

LesuieviLLe, Toronto, January 27, 1881,
Mg, GEORGE DAWSON :

gAR Sir,—In reply to your inquiries regarding the Williams’ Singer Machino which 1
purchased from the Company twelve years :lgo, am happy to be able to state that it has proved
to be a first-class article in every respect. % has been constantly in use during the past twelve
years, and has done all kinds of sewing with perfect satisfaction. It works as well to-day as
when first used, and is nothing the worse of the wear yet. MRS. GEORGE LESLIE.

In consequence of the rapid increase of our business we have been obliged to remove
our Toronto Ofoe to larger and more commodious premises in the new building adjoin-

Head Office. 847 Notre Dame St., Montreal ;
] D. GRAEAM, Manager.

Toronto Office, B8 King Street, West ;
GEO- DAWSON, Agent.
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JULY, 1883.

Vorume XVIL]

INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

JULY,

1=S3.

Nore—The Scripture verses to be cnmmlTuJujmamon are indicated by an index [ 48] at the side.

LESSON 1.—JOSHUA, SUCCESSOR T0O MOSES.

Joshua 1. 1-9.

B.C, 1451,

1 Now after the death of
Moses the servant of the Lorp
it came to pass, that the Lorp
spake unto Joshua the son of

un, Moses' minister, a saying,

a Deut. 1. 38,

2 Moses b my servant is dead;
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou,
and all this people, unto the land which I do give
to them, even to the children of Israel.

b Deut. 84. 5,

3 Every ¢ place where the sole of your foot
shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as
1 said unto )P:ses.

¢ Deut, 11, 24.

4 From d the wilderness and this Febanon,
even unto the great river, the river Euphrates,
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great
sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be
your coast.

« Gen, 15, 18; Num, 84. 8.

5 There e shall not any man be able to stand
before thee all the days of thy life : as / T was with
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will g not fail
thee, nor forsake thee.

e Deut, 7. 24,—f Exod. 8, 12,——g Deut. 81. 6.

446 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto
this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance
tge lsnf which I sware unto their fathers to give
them,

O0SHUA

July 1.

day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein : for k then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt ¢ have good success.
4 Deut, 17, 18, 19.—j Psa. 1. 2.—k 1 Chron. 82,
18; Prov. 8. 1,=——¢ Or, do wisely.

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good crcage ; be Inot afraid, neither
be thou dismayea : for the Lorp thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.

1 Pea, 27, 1; Jer. 1. 8.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The host of Israel is enmm[md, a million
strong, at the foot of the Moabite mountains.
Above them towers the height from which their

at leader has but recently taken his view of

anaan and his flight to glory. Before them
rolls the turbid Jordan, swollen to a torrent by
the spring-tide rains, a seemingly impassable
barrier to the Land of Promise. Beyond they
see the walls of Jericho, and the heights and
passes of the mountains; southward the glitter-
ing Dead , and the waste desert beyond;
northward the snowy crown of Hermon, A still,
small voice comes to Joshua from out the cur-
tained depths of the most holy place. He is
bidden assume the mantle of leadership left by
the grent lawgiver, and to lead the host onward
to the st i

#77 Only be thou strong and very ag!
that thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law & which Moses my servant commanded
thee : turn not from it o the right hand or to the
left, that thou mayest b prospér whithersoever
thou goest.

Num, 27. 28; chap, 11. 15——b Or, do wisely.

8 This i book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth ; butj thou shalt meditate therein

of their p d inheritance,
The God of Israel promises to stand by his side,
to direct his energies, to guide him and his
reopla into the full realization of the covenant
ong given to their fathers. Again and
again ‘a?a newly-chosen leader is exhorted to
cou and to strength in the power of God.

Th:.rg'l,l of the law, held in his bosom, is to be
shrined in his memory, is to dwell in his heart,
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is to be the theme of his utterance. Thus armed
with the sword of the Spirit, the word of God,
Joshua is promised complete success.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 1. Now. In the original ‘“‘and,”
thus connecting this book directly with the
Pentateuch. fter the death. Piobably
at the close of the thirty days’ mourning, Deut,
34. 8. Moses the servant of the Lord.
A title especially given to Moses as the instru-
ment through whom God executed his will, 1.
Under the old dispensation the highest honour
was to be a servant, now it is to bea son. The
Lord spake, Probably from the tabernacle
as he had already communicated his will. Lev.
1. 1. Unto Joshua. He was of the tribe
of Ephraim, born in Egypt, and was a young
man at the time of the Exodus. He led the
Israelites in repelling the Amalckite attack at
Rephidim ; accompanied Moses to the mount of
the law; with Caleb gave a good report of the
land of Canaan ; aud was appointed before Moses'
death as his successor. His leading traits of
character were decision, energy, courage, leader-
ship, and faith in God. Son of Nun, Nun
was an unknown Epraimite, who perhaps died
in bondage, ignorant of his son’s greatness.
Moses’ minister, ‘‘Servant.” He attended
upon Moses as his aid or assistant, 2. The path
to gmntneu lies through service.

. Moses my servant. An honourable
title coming from the voice of the Most High.
Now therefore. They were not allowed to
enter Canaan while Moses was living; now that
he had passed away, they were to delay no
longer entering upon their inheritance. 3. The
law leads us to the promises, but only through
our Joshua are we able to enjoy them.
over this Jordan. A seemingly impossible
task, for the river was at that time swollen to
great height by the spring floods, The Jordan
rises in Mount Hermon, and flows through two
lakes one hundred and twenty miles southward
into the Dead Sea, though the windings of the
river make it more than two hundred miles long.
All this people. Numbering in all more
than a million. nd whichgl do give.
4. God is the supreme owner of the earth, and
allots it to whom he will.

8, 4. Bvery place. Within the limits
now to be named. Foot shall tgead, They
were to possess only so much as their faith and
courage prompted them to occupy. 5. So only
those promises are ours which we approjriate
and employ. Have I given, Not “will I
give,” but *“Have I given;"” for it was theirs
already by promise. F'rom the wilderness.
The sonthern boundary of Palestine, the desert
of Arabia. This Lebanon. The loft
mountain on the north of Palestine, then visible
from the camp of Israel. Unto the great
river. The river Euphrates, the ‘‘great river”
of western Asia, is one thousand eight hundred
miles long, flowing south-easterly into the Persian
Gulf. It was the northern boundary of the ter-
ritory of Israel, s promised, but was practically

.80 only during the reigns of David and Solomon,
6. There is often a great gap between God's
abundant promise and our feeble realization.
Land of the Hittites. The Hittites and
the Amorites were the two leading peqples in
ancient Palestine, the former mainly in the
north, the latter in the so. h. The great sea.
The Mediterranean, on the west of Palestine.
Your coast. Your boundaries or limits.
The land thus described included six times as
much territory as that really possessed during
most of Israel's history.

6. Not ;ny man be able. The promise
was made to Joshua as the representative of
Israel, and was dependent upon his own fidelity
aud faith. All the days. 7. See how liberal
is the Almighty in bestowing his gifts upon be-
lievers! As I was with Moses. To di-
rect, strengthen, snd encourage. I will not
fail. The original expresses the idea of one
holding another with a strong, firm grasp. God
promises to hold on to Joshua and to hold him up.

8. Be strong....good courage. Lit-
erally, ““be strong and firm.” Four times is
s exhortation given in this chapter. 8. What
need is there now in our time for strong, decided,
unshaken faith! Shalt thou divide, God
would inspire Joshua by the knowledge that he
was to enjoy the high privilege of accomplishing
the promise given four centuries before to Abra-
ham. An inheritance. Though conquered
by their swords, it was an inheritance by God's
romise. Sware untc tbeir fathers,
3od has given his oath to Abiubam, (Gen. 15,)
and had renewed it many times afterwards, 9.
What God promises to the fatheis he fulfils to
the sons.

7. Only. The word upon which all the
promises hinge. To all God’s words there is an
““only,” expressing the condition of their fulfil-
ment. Observe to do, He was not only to
read and to admire the word, but also to obey it,
and this would require all his strength and cour-
age. All the law, The low, and the who'e
law, was to be his guide in life. Turr not
from it. Obedience to God's law is represented
by a right line, and sin by a crooked cne, Hence
our word ‘‘righteousness;” and ‘ wrong" is
but another form for ‘‘wrung,” that is twisted.
Thou mayest prosper. The word in the
original means * to act wisely,” and hence, as a
result, ‘“‘to have success,” Both ideas are in-
volved in its use here.

8. This book of the law. The Penta-
teuch, or at least its most important parts,
already gathered into a written book or roll. It
was made up by Moses of a number of documents
then in existence, to which he added the history
of his own times. Not depart out of th:
mouth. He was to make it the subject of his
conversation and instruction to others, 10.
Parents, teachers, Christians, t:1k about God's
words! M te therein. Not by a criti-
cal study of ibut by reflection and thought
ui)on its practical application to his daily life.
11. God’s word must dwell in our hearts if we

would have it influence our lives. Wn? pros-
perous. True success is found only in the
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way of obedience to God. Have %ood suc-
cess. The word in the original here is the
same as that translated *‘prosper” in verse 7,

9. Have I not. An emphatic manner of
saying, “I have.” Be not afraid. One
may well be free from fear to whom such abun-
dant encouragements are given. Thy God is
with thee. To behold his conduct, to give
strength, and to bestow success.

GOLDEN TEXT,

Be strong In the Lord, and in the power of
hismight, Eph. 6. 10.

OUTLINE,
1. The Call, v. 1,2,
2. The Work, v. 8-6.
3. The Guide, v.7-9.

HOME READINGS,

M. Joshua, successor to Moses. Josh, 1, 1-9.
T'u. Joshua the warnior. Exod, 17. 1-16,

W. Joshua in the tabernacle. Exod. 83. 1-17.
Th. Joshua and the spies. Num..13. 16-33.

F. Joshuaand the murmurers, Num, 14, 1-10.
8. God's promise to Joshua. Num. 14. 26-39.
8. Moses' charge to Joshua. Deut. 31, 14-23,

Time,—B. C. 1451, at the close of the wan-
dering of the Israelites in the wilderness,

Place.—The fhina of Moab, on the east of
Jordan opposite Jeiicho.

Explanations.— The Lord spake — either
through the high-priest or directly to Joshua by
an inward voice. ~ Moses' minister—His servant
and follower. Moses my servant—The highest
honour to be a servant of God. Therefore arise—
They were not allowed to enter Canaan while
Moses lived. Go over—Jordan lay between them
and the land of Canaan. 7 do give them—It had
been promised to them four hundred years before,
Shall tread upon—A promise that they should

ossess the land as far as they should occupy it.
great sea—The Mediterranean Sea. gm'ay
down of the sun—On the west of Canaan. Four
coast—Your boundary. I was with Moses—In
givinf him authority over Israel, power over his
enemies, and wisdom for b's work. Be str
Earnest, determined. Shalt thou dl'vidz—AK;r
the land was conquered it was to be divided into
twelve portions.  Sware [promised] unto their
fathers—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, = The law—
In the books from Exodus to Deuteronomy. Not
dcfmrt out of thy mouth—That is, ** You must
talk about it,” repeat its laws, ete. Meditate—
Study it. Then....prosperous—God will give
true prosperity to those who obey his law.

LESSON HYMNS.
No. 471, New Hymn Book.

I'm not ashamed to own my Lord,
Or to defend his cause,

Maintain the honour of his word,
The glory of his cross,

FirAm 5- his throne his promise stands,

C. M.

Then will he own my worthle$ name
Before his Father's face ;

And in the new Jerusalem
Appoint my soul a place,

103, Dominion Hymnal,

Am I a coldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb,

And shall I fear to own his cause,
Or blush to speal his name ?

Muct I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,

While others fought to win the prize,
Or sailed through bloody seas ?

Are there no foes for me to face ?
Must I not stem the flood ?

Is this vile world a friend to grace
To help me on to God

Sure 1 must fight if I should reign ;
Increase my courage, Lord ;

I'll bear the toil, entf:m the pain,
Supported by thy word,

QUENSTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Call, v. 1, 2. From whom and to
whom did the call come? What is Joshua here
called? When was the call given? Give an
account of Moses' death. Deut. 34. 1-6. What
is Moses here called ? What is it to be God's
servont ?

2. The Work, v. 2.6. To what work was
Joshua called ¢ hat was given to Joshua and
the Israelites? What were to be the borders of
the land of promise? What better promise is
made to us? Heb. 11, 40. Find three promises
to Joshua in verses 5, 6. What was Joshua
commanded to be ! How are we commanded in
the GoLpEN TEXT !

8. The Guide, v. 7-9. What was given to
Joshua as a guide? How was he required to
follow this guide?! What three commands con-
cerning the law are given inver. 81 How much
more of God's word do we have than Joshua had?
What good uses of the Scriptures are stated in
2 Tim, 3. 16, 17. How many times in this lesson
is Joshua bidden be strong? How many times
is God's presence promised f

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. That we may have God's presence and help?

2. That we should be bold in God's cause ?
3. That we should study and obey God’s law?

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. Who commanded Israel after the
death of Moses ! Joshua, 2. What was God's

romise to Jushua ! “I will be with thee.” 3.
t was God's command to Joshua? ** Be thou
strong and very courageous.” 4, What was he
commanded to study and obey ! The law of the
Lord. 5. What was promised in the way of
obedierce. *“ Thou shalt have good success.”

DocTRINAL SUGGESTION,—The authority of

God’s law.

No,
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QUESTIPNS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, I

1. The Call, v. 1,2. What relation had
Joshua sustained to Moses? What announce-
ment did God make to him 1 To what leadership
was Joshua called ?

2. The Work, v. 3-6. What promise of
possession did the Lord give to Joshua! What
was the extent of this possession? What is
meant by *the Great Sea?” What promise of
victory did Joshua receive? What encouraging
assurance was given with this pmmil;l'd b hat
ind t to d e re-
ceive? To whom had this land been covenanted ?

8. The Guide, v. 7-9. For what was this
courage needed 1 On what condition was pros-
perity and success promised! What rule was
given in regard to God's law ! What promise is
given to all who heed this law ?

PRACTIOAL TEACHINGS,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. That faithfalness in service brings favour
from God ?
2.,Tlnt God's presence assures spiritual suc-
cess

3. That neglect of God's law assures spiritual
defeat !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who was Moses? The great leader of the
Israelites? 'Who led them after his death?
Joshua? Where was he to lead them? Across
the river Jordan? What lay beyond the river?
The land of Canaan ! What did the Lord give
to Joshua? Strength to conquer all his enemies ?
What promise was given Joshua ! *“I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee.” To whom had this
same promise been given! To Moses? What
did God tell Joshua to be? Strong and brave.
‘What did God tell him to do! To divide Ca.
naan among the tribes of Israel. What did thc
Lord tell Joshua to obey ! The law of Moses.
‘What was promised if Joshua did this? Success
and Vrol&erity. When may we be sure of suc-
cess hen we trust in God. What did the
Lord again say to Joshua? *‘ Be not afraid, for
I am with thee.” Repeat Goupex Texr. What
did Joshua tell the people to do? To make
ready to cross the river Jordan,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.
We need never be afraid if we are—Doing
what God tells us to do. Going where he tetls

us to go. Trusting in his ‘power, not our own.
Letting God go with us everywhere,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
God's Call to Joshua.
1. Gopn'’s CaLy 10 Aots,
05 Antt,i'oﬂty. “ Arise, go over....
ordan.” v, 2.
“The Lord snid....Take thee Joshua.”
Num. 27, 18-20.

“Jloe:)’lgl....-hnll go in thither, Deut.

2. Of Appropriation. “Every place....
tread vpon.” v, 3.
“Unto thy seed....given this land.”
Gen. 15, 18.°
“Some better things for us.” Heb, 11. 40,
3. Of Ageression. “ Not any....stand.”

v. b.
“Fear not, thon worm Jacob,” Isa. 41. 14.
“We are more than conquerors,” Rom

8. 37.
4. Oof ApPortionmont. “Shalt thou
divide.” v, 6.
“Joshua, ., .gave it for an inheritance.”
Josh, 11. 23.
“There remaineth therefore a rest.” Heb.

1L Gov's 'C.\'u. T0 CHARACTER.

1. Strong. “Strong....good courage.”
6.

V. b,

“Fearful heart, Be strong, fear not.”
Isa. 35, 4.

“Quit you like men, be strong.” 1 Cor.
1

2. Sut;mﬁlive. “QObserve. . ..the law.”

v. 7.
“QObserve to do....hath commanded
on,” Deut. 5. 32,
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet.” Psa
119. 105.
3. Studious. “Meditate therein.” v. 8,
“Lay up....my words in your heart.”
Deut. 11, 18
“Scripture. .. .given by inspiration of
God.” 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17.
4. Successful. ““Good success,” margin,
“ wisely.” v. 8.
“The Lord giveth wisdom.” Prov. 2. 6.
“Beye....wise as serpents.” Matt, 10.16,

ADDITIONAL PRACYICAL LESSONS.
The Conditions of True Success in Life,

1. True success attends the man who hears
God's call to him, and who accepts it. v. 1, 2.

2. True success attends the man who has
prepared himself for it by lowly service. v. 1.

3. True success attends the man who puts
God’s promises to the test of his own experi-
ence, by seeking to fulfil them. v, 2-5,

4. True success attends the man who lives
in fellowship with God and the consciousness
of the divine presence. v. 5.

5. True success demands energy in action
and courage in facing difficulties, v. 6, 7,

6. True success demands exact fidelity to
the word of God, and a following in the path
of his promises. v. 7.

7. True success requires meditation and
thought upon God’s word, having it in the
heart and mind, as well as in the life. v, 8,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

10. By what means were our first ’parma led
to commat so great a sin against God
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Our first parents were led to commit their
reat sin against God b{ the subtlety of the
Eevil, who made use of the serpent to beguile
ve.
And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat,—Gen. 3. 13.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GER\LDINA STOCK.

There is a story told of a French prince,
that when quite a boy he was taken by his
father a considerable distance from home. A
compass was then placed in his hand, and he
was told to find his way back as best he could.
The boy was pleased with the task set him,
and, turning his face in the homeward direc-
tion, he made his way through woods and
thickets, over hedges and ditches, until, guided
by the compass, he arrived at his father’s
house in safety. He was not aware, however,
that, unseen, a trusty servant had followed
him the whole way, to see that no accident
happened to him. The servant’s succour was
not needed; the prince finding his youthful
strength and energy, and the guidance of his
compass, sufficient for the task set him, A
weakly or timid boy would not have been
thus sent out. Without the compass the
atrm:{;e.ut might have lost his way and wan-
dered aimlessly, The requisites for the accom-
plishment of the journey were personal
strength and courage and a careful observance
of the guiding compass,

And these are exactly the two things we
find pointed out as requisite for the task sect
before Joshua. He had to take up the work
laid down by Moses, to whom the people of
Israel had been accustomed to look from
childhood. There was the river Jordan to
be crossed in the face of a whole country of
enemies. On the other side were cities
“great, and fenced up to heaven,” (Deut.
9. 1;) mountain strongholds and narrow
defiles where resolute men might easily keep
an invading army at bay ; “a people great
and tall, the children of tfl’e Anakims,” (Deut.
9. 2 ;) kings with hosts “as the sand that is
upon the sea-shore in multitude, with horses
and chariots very many.” Joeh 11. 4. There
was a whole nation to be dis ssed and
driven out, and the land to be divided among
the thousands of Israel. Had Joshua looked
at the human side of the task, his heart might
well have sunk within him.

For the performance of this work two
charges were laid upon him,

The first was to “ be strong and of a gor?
courage,”

This charge, given first through Moses,
(Deut. 31. 6, 7,) is now three times repeated.
At first sight it seems a strange one, We

tell one another to “be brave,” believing a

Femn can exercise gome control over his
ears and school himself to play the man,
But, in reality, strength, of one kind or
another, must come before courage. When
a man is strong he may well show courage ;
in fact, if he is strong every way, he must
show it. Strength of body, and, still niore,
strength of mind, is the source of valor, But
of what use to bid a person “be strong 1”
From a human point ofl:?iew none at all, any
more than to bid him “be witty ;” “be
talented.” But suppose some monarch of
unlimited wealth were to say to a poor man :
“1 know you have nothing of your own, but
help yourself from riy abundance. Take
what you will, and be rich.” Would such
ac d be ble? And just
this was the command to Joshua. He who
was ready to supply all his servant’s need
bade him “be strong” The charge con-
tained in itself a promise.

The second charge was cunceminq the
“ hook of the law ;” “observe to do all that
is written therein;” “turn not from it to
the right hand or to the left.” Here is the
guide without which the strongest might lose
his way. And Joshua was the first to whom
this guide was given. The patriarchs had
enjoyed, in_a large measure, God’s personal
leading. When they had not this they went
astray, The first pages of Holy Scripture
were written by Moses, and they became tiie
immediate heritage of his successor. Com-
mand, promise, and direction, were there set
down, as ‘ve say, “in Dblack and white,” so
that there could be no doubt about them.

And with these two charges, each contain-
ing in itself a promise, was given yet another

romise—the perpetual presence of God—the
Eord watching over him to keep him from all
harm, vers, 5, 9, unseen indeed, but known
and felt,

It is interesting to notice how he of whom
Joshua was the tpe kept these two charges
in his work on earth, He who laid aside his
glory did not go forth in hi: own strength :
“God inted Jesus of Ni th with the
Holy Ghost and with power,” (Acts 10: 38 ;)
and 8o we read in the Psalms: “Let th
hand be upon the man of thy right hand,
even the Son of man whom thou madest
strong for thyself” Psa, 80. 17. And he
could say: “Theretore have I set my face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be
ashamed.” Tsa. 50. 7. He made the “ book
of the law” his guide. “It is written,”
“ Have ye not read 1” was his answer to the
tempter and the adversary, and his whole life
on earth was the fulfilment of the Scriptures.
Moreover, of every moment of that life he
could say: “He that sent me is with me ;
the Father hath not left me alone.” Jobn

7. 29
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And so with every one of his servants, 5968, 10011, Ver. 6 : Prose, 7579, Ver, 7: Joshua
| however young or humble. Each has his Prose, 1688 ; Poetical, 2742, Ver, 8 : Prose, prophe
| work to do, for the performance of which 356, 3850, 10464, Ver, 9 ; Prose, 875, 2273, to take
there are these two requisites, strength and 4227, 9277, Why !
guidance. Therefore to each comes the same Blackbonrd, Battles
charge ; “ Be strong,” but how ! Not in your BY J. B. PHIPPS, Rsq, ete, [
own fancied ability, but “In the Lord, and “ Jeho
in the power of {ix might.”  And again : read ve
“ Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his and
way ! By taking hec«i thereto according to Read
thy word,” that “book ” a0 wonderfully and Joshua
| richly enlarged since the days of the man hel[z v
| who was first bidden to make it his guide, work.
And to one thus walking and working, the God’s
| romise is the same as that to Joshua : “The wants
tonl thy God is with thee, As I was with our ow
gothers fore thee] so will I be with thee :
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”
St Teac
BEREAN METHODS, otir Ko
Hints for the Tenchers’ Meeting and the EXPLANATION.—The two guiding stars re. make,
| Class, P s When
present Faith and Obedience, The road to s
Draw a rough map of Palestine, showing victory leads up to these, By them Joshua b m&h
the general boundaries of the land, location | was to be guided, namely, faith in God, obe- e T
of Israelite camn east of Jordan, etc. . , , Draw dience to the law.  Wherever faith and obe- m’)}].(:il
from the class an account of the Israelites, who dience led he was to 0, with the assurance h: r'w \
they were, how they came to their place at | that the road he traveled would always lead ;e 0t
the time of the lesson, etc. . ..Show God’s to victory. AppPLiCATION, As God called ’l‘“' p
command and his {womise, and enlarge the | Joshua to the work, s0 he calls me to my ““
map already drawn by showing the dominion work. The guiding stars are for Joshua and ng

promised in comparison with that possessed. | for me,  Fo) lowing them I can go on to vie-
-...Bring out of the lesson : I, V hat God | tory, DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS, Stars yellow, 4
promised Joshua and his people :— 1. Inheri-  their names in white ; the road and its words o
tance; 2. Posaession ; 3, Victory; 4, Presence; | in brown and red ; the words on right of road

5. Success....Show in what way these pro- [ in red bordered with white ; the words on left

It w
mises are made to us....II, Show from the | of yoad in white bordered with red,

lesson what God required of Joshua and the y

Israelities, and how he demands the same of Primary and tntermediate, oty
us :—1. Faith ; 2. Obedience ; 3. Energy ; VN

4. Courage ; 5, Study of God’s word, ... Nork. The transition from the New Tes-

Find in_this lesson the elements and condi- | tament to the Old need not turn our eyes
tions of success. (See Additional Practical | away from Christ, Only as he is made the
Lessons.). . . . ILLUSTRATIONS, ‘ers, 1, 2; | centre of each lesson can we look for a bless.
The inscription on Charles Wesley’s monu- ing upon that lesson. There is precious
ment is, “God buries his workmen, but car- spiritual truth in every lesson of the quarter,
ries on his work,”.". . Ver, 3,4: The condi- | which we shall find and give to our little
tion of owning a homestead in some parts of ( ones, if we seek it with eyes fixed upon
the West is sin:}»ly to occupy the land for a | “ Jesus only.”
certain time, ake possession, live upon it, INTRODUCTORY.,  Print Egypt at one end
and you own your farm. 8o God's romises | of the board, Canaan at the other, connect-
require our appropriation for their fulfil. ing by a straight line, Below make another
ment....Ver. 6, 7: Napoleon said, “An | line, also starting at Egypt, but crooked, re-
army of deer commanded y & lion will have turning often upon itself, ending finally at
the victory over an army of lions commanded Cansan,  From this review briefly the jour-
by a deer.”. .. Ver. 7,8: The captain of a ney through the wilderness, teaching that the
ship sailing in strange waters needs to have a straight way is the way of faith, the other of
chart, to study it anﬁ to follow its directions; unbelief,
and the young soldier who would become an |  Lgssoy THOVGHT. “T am with you,”
officer must master the book of tactics, and .
adopt its principles, JOSHUA, THE ISRAELITES' LEADER,
ferences. FOSTER’s LLUSTRATIONS: [ Make a sword in outline, or pin up a aper
Ver. 1: Prose 12100, Ver, 2 : Prose, 10188, | sword, Talk about soldiers, their worllx), the '
Ver. 3: Prose, 4750, Ver. 5: Prose, 1124, | qualities they must possess, ete, Teach that that tl
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Joshua was a soldier—not a teacher or a
prophet, as Moses had been. God chose him
to take bioses’ place in leading the people.
Why? Now there was need of a soldier.
Battles were to be fought, cities to be taken,
ete, Print “Joshua,” with meaning of name,
“Jehovah the Saviour,” oa the board, an:
read verse 5, teaching that Ged has strength
ane(:J)ower to give to all who do his work,
R verse 2, and ask what God called
Joshua to do, teaching tha' his presence and
help were promised in doing that special
work. Apply, ehowing that we may look for
God’s blessing when we are Going what he
wants ue to do, and not when we are taking
our own way.

JESUS OUR LEADER.

Teach that Jesus is our Lead r to Canaan,
our home in heaven. We have n journey to
make, foes to conquer, and battles to win.
When we have something hard to do, it gives
strength to know that a friend will be with
us to help. God promised to be with Jushua ;
80 he will be with us. How shall we know
which way to go? He will tell us, Read

verse 8, cxplaining what the “book of the
law” i Print, “Be not afraid,” and teach
that v need not be afraid when we are obey-

ing |

L 4, walking with him, doing his work.
\

we are without faith, without love, and
cdient, then we should fear, for Satan is
se by our side.

Lesson Word-Plcetares,

It may have been in the tabernacle at some

midnight hour that God spoke to Joshua,
Without the tabernacle court there was silence
among the drowsy tents of Israel. Within
the tabernacle itself there, too, was silence,
an awful, unbroken hush in the inner sanc-
tuary, that holy of holies, where the sound of
footstep was never heard save once a year, on
that ble day of at t, when, clad
in white linen, and bare-footed, the high-
priest passed within the veil. In the outer
sanctuary it was still.  From the golden
candlestick that, never wholly extinguished,
lifted its lights like some constellation trans-
posed from the evening sky, fell in silence a
soft radiance on the altar of incense, the table
with its show-bread, the beautiful veil before
the holy of holies. Standing before the door
of the tabernacle amid these impressive sur-
roundings Joshua may have received his
charge from the great Jehovah, Or he may
have been cn some mountain-top. It was in
the day, perhaps. Far below Joshua could
see Israel’s tents dotting the landscape. Down
through its winding valley he could see that
impetuous traveller, the Jordan, on its way
to an undisturbed rest in the Dead Sea, flash-
ing in the south. In the north Lebanon
lifted its snowy watch-towers, Before Joshua
stretched the Promised Land, hill succeeding
hill, till their waves of purple beauty were
met and stopped by the cold, white, invincible
surf of the Great Sea. Through this un-
known land Joshua was to guide Israel.
What wonder if he bowed his head under
the burden ! He took that burden alone, to
carry it alone, God his only sure helper.

e —

LESSON 11.—PASSING OVER JORDAN.

Joshua 8. 6-17.

B.C. 1451,

5 And Joshua said unto the |
ple, Sanctify a yourselves : |
})::m-murmw the Lord will do
wonders among you.
@ Exod 1. 10 ; Lev. 20. 7: Num,
11. 18; chap, 7, 13; 1 Sam,
A 16. 5 ; Joel 2. 16.
6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying,
b Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over
before the people. And they took up the ark of
the covenant, and went before the people.
b Num. 4. 15,

#@7 And the Lorp said unto Joshua, This
day will I begin to magnify ¢ thee in the sight of
all Israel, that they may know that, as I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee.

¢ Chap. 4. 14 ; 1Chron. 20, 25 ; 2 Chron, 1, 1.

48 And thou shalt command the priests that
bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye
are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye
shall stand still in Jordan,

#@9 And Joshua said unto the children of
Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the
Lorp your God.

10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know

r

that the d living God is among you and that he

July 8,

will without fail e drive out from before you the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and

| the Perizites, and the Girgashites, and the Amo-

rites, and the Jebusites,
dDeut. 5. 26; 18am, 17, 26; 2 Kings 10. 4 ; Hosea
1. 10; Matt, 16. 16 ; 1 Thess. 1. 9,—¢ Exod. 83,
2; Deut, 7.1; Pua. 44, 2.

11 Behold the ark of the covenant of fthe
Lord of all the earth passeth over before you
into Jordan.

7 Pea. 24, 1; Job 41.11; Micah 4, 13; Zech. 4. 14,

12 Now therefore gtake you twelve men out of
the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man.

gChap. 4, 2,

18 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the
soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark
of the Lorp, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest
in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan
shall be cut off from the waters that come down
from above ; and they Ashall stand upon an heap.

h Psa, 78, 13; 114, 8,

14 And it came to pass, when the people
removed from their tents, to {(Ms over Jordan,
and the priests bearing the i ark of the covenant

before the le ;
tExod 35, 10; 9. 30; Num, 10, 3; 2 Chron. 6.
41; Pen, 132’8 Acts 7. 45; Heb. 9.4,
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| 15 And as they that bare the ark were come | yourselves, By sacred washing, by refrain. These
! ‘ u]::to Jkordtn, :in tl:le feet l(:f tbhe prie;h htlut b;re :}nfd frol:lhc:l;nmo; el;gloyn'i?nts. and by m}ilng :R:"aﬁ
| the ark were di in the brim of the water, wil eir hearts, -MOorrow. This
! (for j Jordan ovamwoth aall his banks £ all the would be the tenth of Nisan, the anniversary of ) b 08
. time of harvest,) the day when the lamb was chosen for the Pass. named
J1Chron. 12, 15; Jer. 12, 5; 49, 19.——a Occa- | gyer, Will do wonders, The purposes of pledge
i )4 ‘4 g okin of the snow on Lebanon, | (i miracle were to encourage his people by the : with t
16 That thepw'ne;u'wl'xicix cuine down from | revelation of his power; to bring them safely of Isrs
above stood and rose up upon an heap very far | into their land, to give them triumph over theiy you 1
} from the city Adam, that is beside g Zaretan : | enemies, and to inspire the Canaanites with fear, men, r
| £ those thbe came’down toward m the sea of | 1. Notice that ?‘;ﬂy for a consecrated people does the m
| the plain, cven the n salt sea, failed and were cut | God promise to'do wonders, ter. ¢
| e e o | o 28, e T ot e, [
1 3 g
| U1 Kings 4, 12; 7. 46.—m Deut, 3. 17—y, Gen. | precedence of the chiefs of the p'eop]e. The promis
14.8; Deut._s, 17; Num, 34, s.l h ark of the covenant. A chest made of Out ‘
17 And the priests ‘that bare the ark of the | o ood and covered with plates of gold, four feet the ori
covenant of the Lorp stood firm on dr ground long, two and a third dee and wide, It con tarh
in the midst of the Jordan oand all the Israel. | ;°'8 ¥ N b
in ¢ g 1 : tained the two tables of the Law, and was the that ¢
ites Fnssed over on dry ground, until all the symbol of God's presence, Pass over. To an h
poop b i ]’:“;‘:‘l clean over Jordan. tf;e front of the host, in order to load the van in if cong
it the march. Before the People, Between 14
GENERAL STATEMENT. the ark and the people was an open space of two Litera
thousand paces, or nearly a mile, that all might movin
The hour has now come when the chosen People | see it, and witness the miracle wrought at its wond?
of God, trained by the experience of fort €ars, | approach,

are to cast the wilderness forever behind them, 7, 8. This da; will I begi This was :1&"?"'[
and to enter into their own land. The manner the first of many divine interposlgt}glu in aid of
of their entrance is designed wondrously to im- :

two ar
b, ) Joshua.  To magni thee. To show the The
E i N oGt R |
» Dy s Tepresentative, o srael, As o
;’:‘t’ });:’;‘g;et;r:i:t]:: dl:r .tll:):hluﬁrd&l::: :«:glr:il: all would witnue' the miracle, so all would hum‘{h
sion is to be avouched by miracles as mighty as ﬁcogmze 'Ilmh,‘:“, PoTe, EI wa’: wn% “:'ol:
those which marked the rule of Moses, an to ot 1 the plagues in 8YPt, the marc| the te
inspire the hearts of Israel’s enemies’ with a thﬁugh the Red Sea, and the wonders xf the h“?
terror of them and their God. The tents of the Kor:l:lfet.].:e rggfneStt:n?:tBlﬁi%kjor ; tlh? ?I?: :
s hr"" b:"" mkez down, f"fd thehh‘”: stands They were to stand with their feet in the stream make
ready for i 6 _march, as r' "’i" the °‘;m"|:3 until the waters retired, then to advance to the at tha
r‘lvrllxt?t"t}?::o»:x;,:x:gll?i' 1 dg:el?er:eatt}f?lusct::er.int " midd]le )of lltlm channel, and thIe‘N wait unt}l the sary t
. people had passed over. 2, Let us not forget thus e
g:.::‘r‘: sri::l:igogel%freﬂﬁneprliz?unm 't'r;i‘:' fte e: to Konour the calm, confident faith which could the ba
press the margin of the river, Suddenly o | %u¢ such commands. 2 ki R?g}e
change takes place in the swift current. Thirty | ©,10. Joshua said. Speaking to the e
{ miles above the tide is seemin ly dammed up be- | People throngh  their elders, a hnm the that ¢
| tween the narrow hills, while below the water is | words. God’s i NG B P 4 ey,
soon spent, and the pebbly floor of the river is The living God, A title meaning true, and Rathe
left bare before the host of Israel. Now the ark | implying that their God was the only true God, i
| moves on, until it pauses in the midst of the | 8 distinguished from the false divinities of the l!b:“e‘
| river. The host advances, the warriors in the | heathen. Drive out, God drove them out, :u:l(
van, the women and children in the centre, and | 10t Israel, except as God's instrument. And idl
tribe by tribe they tread through the flood on | they rightly were driven out and deatmy"?d for !'ﬂPA i
foot. At command of the leader, twelve men, | their Wickedness. Canaanites, Low- o gt
one from each tribe, gather each a stone from the | landers,” living on the plains of Sharon and Pll’:m
bed of Jordan, and pile up a monument upon the E'd'“lon'.'"d in the Jordan Vllh;y. mttit?" gvell-k
\vestern bank. The desert is forsaken, Canaan | A powerfui people, the Kheta of the Egyptian i
is reached, and in his own land Israel rests under | HlOhUMents, generally in the "°m‘°"'§°"i°" of "’,m
the shadow of the palm, and eats the fruit of the | Palestine, among the mountains, ivites, ' f: g
field. Not until then is the mysterious barrier | 4 peaceful g o in the centre of Canaan, the f r"e.-
removed, and Jordan once more rolls over its °:x tribe which made peace with the Israclites. o s
| accustomed channe] Josh. 9. Perizzites, * Rustics; " people in below
| : the unwalled villages south oll; Moluin:d Cn'mel(i g&?"l‘
| ashites, Supposed to have liv aroun
| EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL thergu of Galilee beEm the conquest. Amor- “T“’
I NOTEs. ites, Mountaineers,” holding the mountains 7
| Verse 5. Joshua said. Through his | west of the Dead Sea, and all the country east of the er

| subordinate officers, bidding the people prepare | the Jordan. Jebusi
for the marvels of the next day. E

tes. A small, but reso. by,
anctify | lute tribe oceupying Jebus, afterward Jerusalem, but d
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These nations, though vanquished, were never
thoroughly extirpated, and troubled Israel until
the times of David.

11,12. Ark of the covenant. So
named because it was the visible symbol of God's
pledge to his people, and the place of his meeting
with them. Lord of all the earth, Not
of Israel only, but of all the universe. Take
you twelve men, The duty of these twelve
men, representing the twelve tribes, was to build
the memorial, as related in the following chap-
ter. 3. God's mercies toward us, and his miglllt
in our behalf, call for a memorial.

18. It shall come to pass. The
promise of this verse is the fulfilment of verse 16,
Cut off from. The word *from” is not in
the original, and the sentence should read, ‘‘ the
waters of Jordan shall be cut off, even the waters
that come down from above.,” Stand upon
an heap. Rather, ‘“stand up one mass,” as
if congealed by an invisible power.

14, 16. Removed from their tents.
Literally, ““pulled up their tent-pegs,” for re-
moving the camp. 4. Obedience to God is
wondrously rewarded. To pass over Jor-
dan. The order of the procession was, 1. The
ark and priests. 2. The armed soldiers of the
two and a half tribes eastward, Josh. 4. 12. 38,
The people, arranged by tribes. Overfloweth
all his banks. The river generally lies in
the lowest of the three terraces, less than one
hundred feet wide, But in the spring, when
swollen by the melting snows of Lebanon, it fills
the terrace, and is not fordable. Time of
harvest. The barley harvest, which in the
hot Jordan valley comes a month earlier than on
the uplands. his time was chosen, 1, To
make the miracle more impressive. 2. Because
at that time the enemy would not deem it neces-
sary to guard the fords. 3. Because they would
thus enter the land when food was abundant, at
the barley harvest. 5. God adapts his aid to his
people’s needs. 16. Stood and rose up.
As if an invisible dam were thrown across the
river, 8o deep is the depression of the channel
that this would not flood the surronnding coun-
try. Very far from the city Adam.
Rather, ‘“Very far off, at the city Adam. This
is an unknown place, from fifteen to thirty miles
above the point of crossing. Thus a vast tract
was left bare, so that the tribes could pass over
rapidly. Our salvation was accomplished far off,
in Adam, when with the first sin came the first
promise of a Saviour. Beside Zaretan. A
place in the Jordan valley, then and afterward
well-known, but now lost. Those that
came down failed. With the stoppage of

+ the water above the channel would soon be left

bare. Sea of the Plain. The Dead Sea,
forty-six miles long, and thirteen hundred feet
below the level of the Mediterranean. Against
(opposite to) Jericho, At that time the largest
city in the Jordan valley, and the first to be
captured by Israel.

g.'l. Priests stood firm. They stood in
the empty channel until all the host had passed
by. On dry ground. _Not absolutely dry,
but drained of its water. Clean over. En-

tirely over. The priests stood in their places
umi{.l oshua ordered them to advance.

GOLDEN TEXT.

When thou st through the waters, I
will be with thees a through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee.” lsa. 43. 2.

OUTLINE,

1. The Preparation, v.5, 6.

2, The Promise, v.7-13.

3. The Procession, v. 1417,

HMOME READINGS.
M. Passing over Jordan, Josh. 8. 5-17.
7. The scarlet cord, Josh. 2, 1-21,
W. The memorial stone. Josh. 4, 1-10.
Th. Crossing the Red Sea, Exod. 14. 19-31,
F. Elijah at Jordan. 2 Kings 2. 1.15.
S. Passing through the waters. Isa, 43, 1-13.
8. Entering into rest. Heb, 4. 1-16.

Time.—B. C. 1451

Place.—The river Jordan, near the head of
the Dead Sea.

Connecting Links. — 1. The orders of
Joshua preparatory to crossing the Jordan. Josh.
1, 10-18, 2. The visit of the two spies to Jericho,
and the promise to Rahab. Josh. g’ 1-24,

Explanations. — Sanctify yourselves—Seek
to fit themselves for God's presence by oﬂ'eri;gs
and prayer., The Lord will do wonders—The
work was God’s, not their own, Priests—Sons
of Aaron, who offered sacrifice. The ark—The
chest containing the law of God, and over which
God’s presence was shown. Pass over—Not
over the river, but to the front of the camp and
the edge of the river. Magnisy thee—God placed
honour on Joshua, that the people would obey
him. Stand still—They were to stand there un-
til the people had gone over. Hereby ye shall
lnwm-—l;;, tLe wonders which God would work,
Twelve men—The work of these men is given in
chap. 4. 2-9. Soles of the feet of the priests—
They were barefoot while carryinﬁlthe ark. Shall
be cut off —The flow from above shall be stopped,
Stand upon an heap—As if a dam stood across
the river. Overflowethall his banks—This was at
a season when the river is much wider and deeper
than during the rest of thr:agur. Far from the
city Adam—This should , “Very far away,
at the city Adam.” Salt seca—The Dead Sea,
into which the Jordan flows. People passed over
—Walking across the bed of the stream. Clean
over—Entirely over. The ark was carried over

last of all.
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 209, Dominion Hymnal.

There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign ;

Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain.

There everlasting spring abides,
And never-withering flowers ;

Death, like a narrow sea, divides
This heavenly land from ours.

Could we but climb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er,

Not Jordan's stream, nor death’s cold flood,
Should fright us from the shore,

s
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No. 219, Dominion Hymnal, every Christian duty What direction was

Beyond life's raging fever, gvge: ‘;;1. ::ference to the ark ! Why was the ark
yond life’s troubled dream, 2
Beyond death’s surging river, 2. The Promige, V. 7-13. What was the
Eeyond that sullen stream_— Promise to Joshua! “Why was this Promise
The saints shall dwell in glory, ﬂ:m ! What command was given to the priests
oln"be.:.ty. 'n.d;:f. ;or: ;" & r)n)o the ark i Of what was this arl }‘be
" 1 symbol ! Of what was it to be the token at this
'ﬁ'ﬂhu m"‘ b',yo'" e tlymal What special selection was to be made
Be&md this land of sighing, by Joshua 7 For what Ppurpose were they chosen ?
& here l::ountllcus (tle;m are shed ; Josh, 4, 2,
eyond the sick an ying, 8. The Procession. v. 1417 What
eyond the mouldering dead— gccurred as the procession ‘entored the Jordan ?
Beyond this scene of trial, What did the presence of the ark insure ! How
Vhere heart and flesh do fail; long did it Temain in the bed of the Jordan ?
Beyond the darkening shadows, What similar miracle had the Lord wrought for
Beyond the gloomy vale, his people ! Exod, 14, 29,
QUESTIONS FOR HOuUE STUDY, PRACTIOAL, ’I'EACEIIING!.

1. The Preparation, v. 5, 6. Where were [ Where in this lesson do we learn—
the Israclites at this time ! What stood in the | 1, Tpat the service of God Tequires personal
way of their euten’nﬁ]CnnnanY Why was the | consecration {
crossin‘g especially difficult at that season ! ver. | 9 Phgt God is magnified in faithfu] service ¢
hat preparation were the people to make? | g qac God gives the promise of his Presence
What was done by the priests?  What was the in duty 1
ark Why was it before the people? Who is | 4 That ‘where God leads ug into service, he
to us as this ark was to Israe] ? i Provides a way through it ¢
2. The Promige, v. 7-13. What was God’s
vomiso to Joshus, and how was it fuliljed ; ""'"";::.:::‘,,‘;’.""""""
What did Joshua promise to the people ? ver, 10, :
How was this an encouragement to them ¢ By What la:}' between the Israelites and Canaan ¢
what names is God callmn verse 9-117 What | The river ordan.  What did Joshua first com-
promise was given in verse 13 How would this | mand the priests? To take up the ark of the
show God’s power ¢ What better Promise is given | covenant, Where were they to carry it? To
to us in the GoLpex Texr 1 the edge of the river, What were they then to
8. The Procession, v, 14.17 ¢ What was [ d0? To stand still, What did Joshua say they

the order of the procession 7 What took place | should see? That the living God was among
at the brink of the river ! How far away from

the Israelites did the waters stand up? [Axs,
Not less than twenty miles ] What i the
People do? What was carr over last of all
chap. 4. 10, 11, Where did this crossing take
Place ! What similar event in Israelite history
can you name ! Exod, 14, 29 ; 2 Kings 2, 8,

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,

Where does this lesson teach—

L That God is with his ople ¢

2. That God can do won( ers for his people ¢

3. That God's People need not fear to g0 where
God leads them ¢

The Lesson Ontechilm.—(For the entire
school). 1. What river lay between the Israelites
and Canaan? The river Jordan, 9, By what
were the Israelites led to the river ! By the ark
of God, 8. What took lace when the priests

eAg«of the river { The

did Israel pass over

covenant, What then ha pened ! The waters
rolled together again.  Why did God work this
miracle ! To honour Joshua’s faith, What did
this show the people?  That God was with
Joshua as he had l?een with Moses, Why did
God want the people to honour Joshua 7 He was
their chosen leader, What do we_learn from
this lesson? That God's word is strong and
sure. Repeat GoLnes Tixr,
WORDS wiTh LITTLE PEOPLE,

God can make a path through any river of
trouble.  Christ is the Ark to go before his
peo le. God always honours the faith that obeys,

‘}};ve faith in God.,”
waters were cut off, 4, How
the river 7 Op dry ground,

D(;c'rmsu 8UGGESTION, —God’s care for his
ople,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
God and his People,
L TrE ProrLe’s Gop,
1. His Presence, “Living God, , .among

you.” v, 10,

“Tremble . ... at the Presence of the
Lord.” Psa, 114, 7, 8.

“God is in the midst of her.” Psa, 46, 5,

QUESTIONS FoR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Preparation, v. 5, 6. What
personal Q‘rep-ntion did Joshua require of the
people? What reason ig given for this require-
ment !  What is an essential preparation for

living
B, |
and d
6,
trium
7.0
ence ¢
v. 13,
8.
natur:
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2. His Protection. “Drive out....be-
fore you.” v. 10.
“Didst drive out the heathen.” Psa. 44, 2.

“Toucheth you—apple of his eye.” Zech.
2. 8,

8. His Guidance. “Passeth over before
on.” v, .
“Shepherd of Israel....like a flock.”
Psa. 80. 1.
“Other sheep I have.” John 10, 16,
4. His Power. “Stand on an heap.” v.
13.
“Sea saw ....fled, Jordan ..., driven
back.” Psa. 80, 3,
“ Before all. ...I will be glorified.” Lev.
10. 3.
II. Tue PeorLE or Gop,

1. Holy. “Sanctify yourselves.” v. 5.
“Be Iye holy, for I am holy.” 1 Pet. 1. 16.
“God of peace sanctify you wholly.” 1

Thess, 5. 23.
2. Obedient. “Removed from their tents,”

v. 14,
“I delight to do thy will.” Psa. 40, 8.
“Willing and obedieft. . . .eat the good.”
Isa. 1, 19,
3. Believing. “People passed over.” v,

16.
“We walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Cor.
5. 7

“ Faith without works is dead.” James 2.
20,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
God's Wonders among his People.

1. God’s wonders demand holiness on the
part of those for whom they are wrought. v. 5.

2. God’s wonders are wrought by his pres-
ence umong his people, v. 6,

3. God’s wonders are wrought to give hon-
our to his chosen leaders and workers. v. 7.

4. God’s wonders reveal his presence as a
living Gpowel- among his people. v. 10.

5. God's wonders are a foretaste of terror
and destruction to his enemies. v. 10,

6. God’s wonders bring encouragement of
triumph to his people. v. 10.

7. God’s wonders demand faith and obedi-
ence among those for whom they are wrought.
v. 13, 14,

8. God’s wonders reveal a power above all
natural law. v. 16.

, CATECHISM QUESTION.
11. Who is the devil ?
The devil is the chief of the fallen angels,
who, before the creation of man, sinned against
God, and were cast out of heaven.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.
THERE i8 no natural object which more

separation, of an obstacle interposing in the
path and barring progress, than water. The
child on his rambles, when he meets with a
wide, deep ditch, or a broad, running stream,
must turn back ; he can advance no farther.
The traveller in unknown regions, coming to
the banks of a large river, is stopped, and
must, search and consider how the d}i)multy is
to be overcome. For weeks the Russian army
lay on the shores of the Danube before they
commenced hostilities on Turkish territory.
England might at one time have seen her
smiling fields overrun by the hosts of Napo-
leon had it not been for he» rampart of waves,
It has been surmised ‘that the reason why,
when the “new heavens and the new earth”
are created, there shall be no more sea (Rev.
21. 1), is that separation will be done away ;
and we can imagine how such a vision as this
must have come home to the exiled heart of
the exile at Patmos, surrounded on every side
by the waters which shut him out from his
friends and his former scenes of labour,

Three times in the Bible we read of separ-
ating waters being miraculously crossed. The
most striking of these three occasions is the
one we have to consider to-day.

The hosts of Israel had reached the borders
of the Promised Land, but

“Jordan rolled between,”

its ordinary banks submerged in the full,
swift, powerful tide that came pouring down
‘o empty itself in the Dead Sea. How was
this ogsmcle to be set aside? Not now by
the lifting up of the rod; not merely by the
power of God displayed on behalf of his peo-
ple. Forty years earlier the Israelites had
stood on the southern borders of Canaan with
nothing to bar their road. But they had
rebelled, and after the forty years of their
wandering they were led round another way,
and l‘nung the river Jordan separating them
from the land of their inheritance. Sin had
brought them there. And the mercy of God
must make a way for them through those
raging waters,

2o the priests were bidden to go forward
with the ark. The mercy-seat over which the
glory of God rested, and beneath which re-
posed the tables of the law—type of Him in
whom the Father was well pleased, and who
kept the law whole and inviolate—passed on
before the people. But the waves did not flee
at its appearance. On, on to the very brink
it came, the waters rolling on as full as ever.
Not till the feet of the priests who bore it
were dipped in the waters was their headlong
course arrested. With the ark in their midst
their fury was stayed. On the south side th?'
hasted forward, on the north side they recoiled,

readily suggests the idea of hindrance, of

and, falling back, they “stood on an he’ﬁl,"
80 that a broad channel was left dry. e
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hindrance was
rier set aside,

In Paradise there was nothing to shut man
out from God, But when sin came in separa- | sented. ., T}
tion followed. The sinner has in himsell' no
right of access to God, Death and Jjudgment

overcome, the separating bar-
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in distance ; the Procession, ete, , .. Locate on
the map the seven nations named in verse 10,
«+..The ark, what it was, and what it repre-

1€ purposes of this miracle, (See
General Statement.). . ., The relations of God

and his people, (See Analytical and Biblical
lie between, and if he attempt to draw near

he must perish,

But that way opened across
the Jordan showed how the way was to be

Outline and Additiona] Practical Lessons,)
....Show the eéncouragements of the lesson

to God’s people : (1) That God is with them ;
opened between God and man.  Christ was (2) That God wil

delivered unto death for our sakes, Just as

1 help them; (3) That God

watches over them. .. Show what are the
the ark stood “in the midst of the Jordan »

(that is, between the source and the out,
80 did Christ actually “ taste death f

warnings of this lesson to God’s enemies. . , ,

going), | This lesson Presents to us duties: (1) Of trust;
for every | (2) Of obedience ; (3) Of
man.”  And through death he destroyed him

courage and confi-

dence. ..., ILLUSTRATIONS, The Israelites
that had the power of death, Heb, 2. 9, He

took away its sting, “and opened the kingdom | Elisha,

of heaven to all believers,”
When the channel of Jordan was dried u

with the ark,
borne the penalty of sin,

with Christ a believer may pass in safety—
Over floods of difficult;

where Christ is the waters must recede,

ver lioods of temptation, that seem as if
up the soul. Christ has
y and they cannot harm

they would swallow
been in those floods,
one who crosses them in his company,

Over floods of of Fosition, that are sure to

confront every faith
on conquest for his Lord, Christ has been in
these and has overcome them,

Over floods of sorrow, Christ has been
here, too, and when his people pass these
waters “they shall not overflow ” them,

Over the flood of death ; beyond which lies
the promised home. For rightly has the
Church seen in Jordan a type of the “Jast
enemy,” although its meaning may have been
too much limited to this, Christ has been in
the flood of death and robbed it of its power
toharm, And as every single Israelite passed
in safety to the other side, where lay the land
of his inheritance, o shall every child of God
}mss unharmed to the “ pest that remaineth ”
or his people,

—

BEREAN METHODS,

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Draw the map of Palestine, and show on it
the place of the crossing, and the probable
locations of Adam and Zaretan. ., Draw from
the class, or relate the connecting incident of
the two spies. . . . Give g word-picture of the
scene by Jordan: Joshua, priests, ark, soldiers,
people; river foaming before ; walls of Jericho |

p
what did the Israelites do? They went over
in rerfevb safety, for they were in company

) In company with Christ a
sinner may draw nigh to God, for Christ has

And in company
¥, which seem to

come right in the way of what God has com-
manded, and of what God has promised. But

ul soldier of Christ bent

crossing the Red Sea, Exod, 14; Elijah and

2 Kings 2.. ., Cwsar's crossing the
Rubicon a decisive step, from which there was
10 retreat: so with Israel after crossing Jor-
dan. ... Cortez burned his ships on the shore
of Mexico, 8o that his soldiers must conquer
ordie: so there was now no chance to return
to the wilderness. ., . , See a brilliant descrip-
tion of the assage in Dean Stanley’s Hustory
of the J ewL«E Church.

References, Fosrp's TLLusTRATIONS ;
Poetical, 1566; Prose, 196, 2544, 10813,
11232, 11304, Ver, 5, 6: Prose, 4651, 11158,
Ver. 10; Prose, 3490, Ver, 14-17: Poetical,
3639, 3643. Ver, 17: Prose, 4217, B vedesuog

Blackboard,

BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

This illustration is designed to teach that
a8 the ark went before the Ppeople so that they
might safel pass over Jordan, so is Christ
our ark, ‘%’e are all to cross the river of
death, but we have his Eromise that, “ When
thou st through the waters, T will be
with thee.” It also teaches that God’s people
need not fear to go where he leads them, but
every boy, and every girl, and every one,
should fear to go to any place where they
cannot feel that God is there,

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M,

LEssox THovGHT: God makes a way for his
children,
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Recall briefly the journey of the Israelites, | leader says we go to-day,” cries some shrink-
their leaders, their destination, their diffi- | ing Hebrew Rachel, who, in the midst of her
culties, etc., bringing them down to the brink | clinging little ones, looks across the swollen

of the Jordan, on the other side of which lay
the Promised Land. Make two horizontal
lines, between a zig-zag line to represent the
Jordan, explaining that this river was very
winding, very deep, and with a very swift
current. Explain current, and show that to
cross a swift stream is difficult. Let children
tell some ways of crossing a stream in our day.
They will speak of bridges, ferry-boats, ete.
Tell that the Israeliter had no such way to
get over, Then they must depend upon God.

Make a large number of little marks to
stand for the army on one side the river,
Beyond print “Canaan.”

CROSSING THE JORDAN,

Tell the story vividly, Recall meaning of
Joshua’s name, showing that though Joshua

told the people what to do, it was God’s work |

and not his. Describe the ark, referring to

cut on the voard ; tell what was written, and |

speak of the reverence which was shown it.
ell how it was taken to the water’s edge, in
the sight of *he people, and then everybody
waited to see what God would do. Illustrate
in some such way as this: A little boy was
sent to a neighbour’s house to stay while his
mother went to the city. She told him to
keep watch of a certain window, and when he
saw a white handkerchief floating from the
window, he might know she was at home,
The handkerchief was a sign of her presence
in the house. 8o the ark was a sign of God’s
presence on the river's brink. 1f God was
there, of course he could make a dry path!

HOW GOD CAN LEAD US.

Print above the ark, “ Christ our Ark,” and
teach that everybody has a great river to
cross, the river of this earth life. Speak of
some of the high waves, as sickness, losses,
ete., and teach that unless we can see Christ
standing at the water's edge, as the Israelites
saw the ark, we shall be afraid. Print “Faith”
along the river bed, and teach that a real
belief in Christ’s presence and love will open
a dry path through any river of trouble,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

“Q the fair, green fields beyond the river,
but how can we cross the flood? And our

Jordan, “Go to-day! Drown to-day!” com-
ments some growler. “But the ark of the
Lord goes before,” is the re‘Fly of a trusting
soul. And there it is draped with its cloth of
blue, resting on its gold-covered staves that
are uplifted by the white-robed priests, borne
in a solitary, solemn state two thousand cubits
away. And now the feet of the priests have
touched the Jordan. How the water rushes
and chafes against the feet of the priests! Does

| any one of that band of bearers say, “The
| Jordan is rising, and will sweep away the

sacred ark!” O ilush, soul of little faith! It
is the water retreating, not advancing! It is
falling! Go forwnrgl! The ark steadily
moves on, and the water, it hastens away in
angry but helpless whirls! It flows out
farther and farther, The bed of the river
appears, a_pathway that widens, lengthens!
And now forward to the middle of the river-
bed presses the victorious ark, and there the
white-robed priests halt, the waters above
staying their advance, while those below
hurry away., Far down extends the bare
river-bed, while from shore to shore stretches
this pathway for God’s people! And the
people, gathered in dense, black masses by
the Jordan, see it all. Their shouts shake the
air. And then over Jordan they press, column
after column, tribe after tribe, men of war,
Levites, aged men, mothers with their little
ones, herds and flocks, all successfully cross-
ing. Until they have passed over, hour after
hour, there stands between them and the
threatening flood the ark of God, alone with
its shining, priestly bearers. O joy beyond
the swellin; good when all have crossed ! On
the chore they have left enemies may be seen
who said they never could pass that flood, but
Jordan is conquered. Around Israel wave the
ripened fields of barley in the Promised Land.
TEe sun crowns the outlying hills with a
lustre prophetic of national glory, and when
their shining tops are ~overed by the night,
then, above the tabernacle, glows that pillar
of fire, the veil of the Shechinah, Faith has
trinmphed. Jordan has been crossed. The
Promised Land has opened its watery gates to
Israel, and from tent to tert the holy psalms
of faithful Rachels resound as they lull to rest
their little ones,

e —— o ——

LESSON 1I.—THE PLAINS OF JERICHO,

Joshus 6, 10-15 ; 6. 1.5.

B.C. 1451,

10 And the children of Israel

ERICHO encamped in Gilgal, and kept the
SAPTURED. pagsover a on the fourteenth day

y of the month at even in the
gy PAITH

lains of Jericho,
NN T Bxod. 12, 6; Num. 0.5,

July 15,

11 And they did eat of the old corn of the

[ land on the morrow after the passover, unleav-

gned cakes, and parched corn in the self-same
ay.

12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after
they had eaten of the old corn of the land;
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neither had the children of Tsmel manoa any
more ; but they did eat of the fruit of the land

of Canaan that year.
13 And it came to

by Jericho, that he lifte

and, behold, there stood

him with his sword drawn in his hand: and

Joshua went unto him,

Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ?
b Gen. 18, 2; Exod, 23, 93 i Zech, 1. 8; Acts 1, 10,
414 And he said, Nay; but as a Captain of
f the Lorp am I now come.

Joshua fell ¢ on his face to the earth, and did

the hos

worship, and said unto
Lord unto his servant ?

a Or, prince ; Dan. 10, 18; 12, 1; Rev. 12, 7.—

¢Gen, 17. 8,

8515 And the captain of the Lorp's host

said unto Joshua, d Loose

foot ; for the

holy.  And Joshua did so,
d Exod. 8. 5 ; 19, 10, 13

1 Chron. 16, 96, 20; 'Pan, ‘22, 3" 29, 9: 88, 3 ;
96.4.9; 90, 5; Isa, 6. 3; Acts

76.7,11; 89,7 ;
7. 85; Rev. 4. 8; 15. 4.

1 Now Jericho b was straitly shut up because

of the children of Israel ;
none came in,
. b Did shut up, and was shi

2 And the Lorp said unto Joshua, See, ¢ I have

given into thine hand Je

thereof, and the mighty men of valour,
hap. 2, 9,

¢ Cl

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of

war, and go round about t|
shalt thou do six days,

4 And seven priests shall

seven f trumpets of rams’ horns ; and the seventh

day ye shall comFm the ci
g the priests shal
dg. 7. 16,~—g Num, 1

Judg.
5 And 1t shall come to pass, that when they

make a long blast
ye hear the sound
shall shout with a

Between the frowning w

the rolling Jordan stands the intrenched camp
of Israel at Gilgal, the dwelling-place of the
aged, the women and the children, and the head-
quarters of the host during their war of con. t)
Here the covenant of circumeision is
1enewed, the rofroach of their bondage is taken
stands in acceptance with God,

quest,

away, and Israe
Here the lamb is slain, the b
the feast of the passover rem
past mercies, as pl
future,

Land of Promise, willingly

Presence appears before him,
sword as if for war, The
faith walks forth to meet the

mands his position in the war between God's

people and the world, The

olace whereon thou standest s

blow with the trumpets,
8,

ass, when Joshua was
up his eyes and looked,
ba man over against

and said unto him,

And

him, What saith my

thy shoe from off (hy

Lev. 10.2; 18am. 2, 2;
22.8; 29, 2;

none went out, and
ut up,
richo, and the king
he city once. Thus
bear before the ark

ty seven times, and
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hinself the head of the angelic host, and Joshua
falls to earth in the presence of the Son of God,
He receives the direction for the taking of Jeri-
cho, the mighty city barring their path to con.
quest. The host is to march round and round
its walls, led by the priests and the ark, to the
music of the sacred trumpets, as in solemn pro-
cession, The command is obeyed to the letter.
Day by day the thronged walls of Jericho witness
the strange journey, until the final blast is given,
the shout rends the air, the walls totter an fall,
and a smoking heap alone remains to tell where
once proud Jericho stood,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 10, Encamped in Gilgal, A
lace on rising ground five miles from the Jor-
dan and two %rom Jericho. This remained the
fortified camp and head-quarters of Israel during
the period of conquest, and a rallying place
down to the times of David, ept the
passover. This was the third celebration of
the passover, for during the thirty-eight years
of warning it had not been observed. ~ For the
method of observance, see Exod. 12. Four-
teenth day. Of the month Abib or Nisan,
corresponding to parts of March and April, It
\Was a recognition of God's mercy, and a pledge
of fidelity, and formed an appropriate prelude to
the conquest. 1. Even in war the_services of
religion should not be neglected. Plaing of

Jericho. Jericho stands at the side of o plain

which slopes to the Jordan, and is overhung by

the precipitous cliffs of the mountain system on
the west.

11. The old corn. The word old is not

0. 8, in the text, and corn refers to any kind of grain,

alls of Jericho and

morrow.
self-same day by the Hebrew notation, for
the day besan at sunset,
Cakes. The food required for the passover,
their crackers, like pilot-biscuit,
corn. Heads of new grain, half-roasted in a
fire ; often referred to by travellers,

It was probably the standing wheat and barley
with the ram’s horn, and when in the fields, ready to be h

of the trumpet, all the people
eat shout ; and the wall of

the city shall fall’ down flat, and the ﬂeople

shall ascend up every man straight before him.,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

arvested. On the

Which would be reckoned as the

Unleavened
Parched

12. The manna. The food miraculously

supplied in the wilderness, For the account ot
its first appearance see Exod. 16,

Ceased on
he morrow. Miracles cease when ordinary

means of supply are at hand. So in the history
of the Gospel ‘the signs of the apostolic age
ceased when the Church no longer was depen-
read is broken, and | dent on them,

hold the waving

, bearing a naked | at

hero with fearless | their

stranger, and de- | eor

inds them of God's | the spirit of work as well as of faith,
of his

Here, too, their eyes
harvests of Canaan, they reap the fields sown by | studies of unbelievi
their enemies, and, enjoying the food of the

rt with the manna
of their wilderness state, li:re a glorious mani-
festation is vouchsafed to Joshua. A strange | m

2. God’s people need to develog
Frui

rotection for the | of the land. The fields sown by God's ene-
mies furnished food for his people,

3. So the
ng critics and scientists have

aug&lied materials for power to the Gospel.

. Joshua was by Jericho. The

word translated by expresses very close proxi-

ity. Joshua was reconnoitring the city near
hand. 4, God comes only to men who are at
ts of duty. So the appearances to Gid-
n while threshing wheat ; to Zacharias in the

temple ; to the shepherds of Bethlehem, There
Warrior proclaims | stood

aman. A divine Being in the form of

July

a man
the fc
drav
fare.
ing an
ingGo«
of dut
the ay
intere:
thou
that w
must |
tion ¢
14.
The I
““ host
and *
This I
may b
appea
his su;
sentat
warfar
shados
on hi
tum «
sense
my I
mande
to obe
15.
shoes
always
ship.
revere
symbo
he
the my
this B
)
tical t
chapte
Stra
ing th
entran
mount
other -
and de
Non¢
the w
8 “H
Bishaoy
9.

Lord’s
God, t
rules |
9. Wh
G-od.l
roud
?o fall
Was o
slaugh
cause :
tion of
salvati
Israel’
ing inf
and ea
ment,




July 15]

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 207

aman, He is called ““the Lord"” in verse 2 of
the following chapter. With his sword
drawn. In the attitude of immediate war-
fare. Joshua went unto him. Display-
ing an undaunted courage, the result of his faith
in God, 5. No man need fear who is in the way
of duty. Said unto him.  Something in
the appearance of the stranger aroused Joskua's
interest, and called forth his question. Art
thou for us. There were only two sides in
that war ; none could be neutral, and this man
must be either friend or foe. 6. The same ques-
tion comes to-day to every man.

14. Captain of the host of the Lord.
The leader of the angelic hosts; for the term
““host of the Lord " is never applied to Israel,
and *‘Lord of Hosts" is a title of the Almighty.
This Being was the pre-incarnate Son of God, as
may be gathered from a comparison of similar
appearances, Am I now come. To assert
his supreme authority, to encourage his repre-
sentative ; to show the Israelites that their
warfare was under divine order; and to fore-
shadow the destruction of their enemies. Fell
on his face. According to the Oriental cus-
tum of obeisance. ‘Worship. Not in the
sense of prayer, but reverence. What saith
my Lord. A true soldier, he awaits his com-
mander's orders, 7. The one who knows how
to obey has learned how to command.

15. Loose thy shoe. The Oriental
shoes are loose sandals, easily slipped off, and
always left outside the door of a place of wor-
ship. Where we take off our hats as a token of
reverence, the Oriental removes his shoes as
symbols of defilement from earthly association.

he place....is holy. Holy because of
the manifestation of God, another evidence that
this Being was no angel.

1. Now Jericho. This verse is parenthe-
tical to explain what follows. The division of
chapters at this point is wrongly made.
Straitly shut up. Jericho stooﬁ confront-
ing the progress of Israel : a walled city at the
entrance of both the principal passes to the
mountain region, the one via Bethel, and the
other via Jebus, or Jerusalem. It must be taken
and destroyed before the land could be entered.
None went out. The gates were barred and
the walls were guarded against the besiegers.
8. “Every clmnquheart is a Jericho shut up.”—
Bishep Hall.

2. The Lord said. The Captain of the
Lord’s host, still speaking. I have given.
God, the owner and ruler of all the earth, wio
rules by supreme majesty. Into thine hand.
9. Whatsoever success men enjoy is the gift of
God. Jericho and the k{ng. Despite its
proud walls and its mighty warriors, Jericho was
to fall before the armies of Israel, because God
was on their side. But was the destruction and
slaughter of the Canaanites right? It was, be-
cause: 1. Their crimes made the utter annihila-
tion of these peoples an act of justice. 2. The
salvation of the whole world depended upon
Israel’s being kept apart from their contaminat-
ing influence, ; Death is not in itself an evil,
and each Canaanite received his personal judg-
ment, for good or evil, in the eternal world,

3,4. Ye shall compass. The plan of
capture is now disclosed. The army, headed by
the ark and priests bearing rams’ horns, was to
march around the city once a day for six days,
leaving the non-combatants in the camp. Six
days. This was to test the obedience of Israel,
and to make the final event more signal.
Rams' horns. Not the straight silver
trumpets used in war, (Num. 10, 2), but the
crooked trumpets used for religious worship,
since this was an act, not of war, but of religion.
The seventh day. The Jewish tradition is
that this was a Sabbath, and that the walls fell
just at sunset. Seven times. Making a
continuous procession through the day.

5. The people shall shout, That was

all their part in the destruction of the walls, but
it illustrated God’s way of working. 10. Man's
part in the conquest of sin is to speak out aloud
God's message, It was the shout of a victorious
faith, accepting the fact on the ground of God's
Fromises, all....shall fall. The wall
ell, except where the scarlet cord showed Ra-
hab's house ; the city was taken, and everything
in it was destroyed as a whole offering ta the
Lord, the first-fruits of conquest.

GOLDEN TEXT.

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, af-
=|"h l!llle owen compassed about seven days,
eb, 11. 30.

OUTLINE,

1, The Camp in Canaan, v. 10-12,

2. The Captain of the Lord's Host, v. 13-15.

3. The City of Jericho, v. 1-5.

HOME READINGS,

M. The plains of Jericho, Josh. 5.10-15; 6.1-5.
Tu. The fall of Jericho. Josh. 6, 11-27,
W. The manna in the wilderness. Exod. 16.
Th. The spiritual warfare, Eph. 6. 10.20,
F. Conquest by the Lord. Psa. 44, 1-8,
8. Weak things mighty. 1 Cor, 1. 18-31,
8. The triumphs of faith. Heb. 11, 24.40,

Time.—B. C. 1451,

Place.—The plains of Jordan,near Jericho,

Connecting Links.—1. The memorial
stones, Josh, 4, 1.24. 2, The circumcision of
the Israelites. Josh. 5. 1-9.

pl ti Kept the p —In re-

membrance of their going out of Egypt. Exod.
12, At even—On the evening before the day,
not after. Old corn—The word old is not in the
original and should be omitted.  Parched—
Roasted.  The manna—On which they had lived
for forty years, since leaving Egypt. Frui'—
The crops, or whatever is grown. 4 man—One
in the form of a man. Caplain of the host—
Chief or prince is the better menni:f. Worship
- ing this person as the Lord. Loose thy
shoe—Eastern peoples have always taken off their
shoes when we would take off our hats. Priests
in the temple served barefoot. Straitly—Closely.
1 have given—The Lord gave, who has all power.
Composs the city—March around it. Trumpets
of rams’ horns—Large trumpets used for the
jubilee. Seventh day—Once each day for six
days, and seven times on the seventh day. The
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people—The army.  Shall ascend—Walk up over
the ruins of the city,
LESSON HYDMNS,
No. 454, New Hymn Book, 8. M.
Soldiers of Christ, arise,
And put your armour on;
Strong in the strength which God supplies
Through his eternal Son ;

Strong in the Lord of Hosts,
And in his mighty power,

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts,
18 more than conqueror,

Stand then against your foes,
In close and firm array;
Legions of wily fiends oppose

hroughout the evil day.

No. 746, New Hymn Book. 1ls.
Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
Looking unto Jesus, who is gone before !

Christ, the Royal Master, leads against the foe;
Forward into battle see his banners go.
Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
Looking unto Jesus, who is gone before !

Like a mighty army, moves the Church of God;

Brothers, we are treading where the saints have

We are not d. vided, all one body we, [trod ;

One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.
Onward, Christian soldiers, ete,

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. The Camp in Canaan, v, 10-12, Find
on the map the place where the Israclites en-
camped, and the city near it. What did they do
after encamlrin 1 hat were the services of the
passover ? xoﬁ. 12, 3. 11, How did this repre-
sent Christ? 1 Cor. 5. 7. What is related about
the food of the Israelites? To what did Christ
compare the manna, in John 6, 32, 851

2. The Captain of the Lord’s Host,
v. 13-15. Whom did Joshua meet before Jeri.
cho ! How did Joshua there show obedience to
God ? chap. 1. 9, Who was_this person whom
Joshua saw ¢ What is he called in Heb. 2, 101
What did he call upon Josbua to do, and why ?
‘Who had received a similar command, and when ?
Exod. 8. 5. How should we act when in the
presence of God ?

8. The City of Jericho, v. 1.5, What
did the Lord say about Jericho? How was the
city to be captured 1 By whose power was Jeri-
cho taken ! What is said of its capture in the
GoLpeN TexT? Who alone was spared in the
city, and th! Cha 7. 25, What fulfilment
of ro&hecy found L comparing Josh, 6, 26,
a1 ings 16. 34 1 Who afterward brought s
blessing to Jericho? Luke 19, 1-10.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where does this lesson show—

1. How God cares for hhifeoplof

2. How we should act while wonhid)ping God ?

8. How we may have power from God 1

The Lesson Oatechism.—(For the entire
school). 1. What city was+before the Israclites

did God command the Israelites to do? To
march around Jericho for six days. 3. What
did they do on the seventh day ? '¥‘hey marched
around Jericho seven times, 4. What did they
do after the last march? They shouted with a
great shout. 5. What then took place? The
walls of Jericho fell down 1

DoctriNAL SuGarsTION, —The power of faith,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1, The Ca.m]ﬁ) in Canaan, v. 10-12
Where was the first camp located? What
memorial feast was observed ! What change in
the food of the people was made after the pass-
over! Why was the auprly of manna discon-
tinued ? ‘What was henceforth to be the susten-
ance of God's people ?

2. The Captain of the Lord’s Host,
v. 13-15. What vision greeted Joshua in Jeri.
cho? What question did Joshun ask? How
was the question answered? What is meant by
‘*Captain_ of the Lord's host?” Josh. 6, 9.
How did Joshua acknowledge the divinity of his
visitant?  What command was laid upon the
new leader? On what occasion wus a similar
command given? Exod. 3. 5.

3. The City of Jericho, v. 1.5. In
what condition was Jericho at this time? of
what victory was Joshua assured? What duty
was assigned to the people, and what to the
priests !~ When and how was victory to be won ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where does this lesson show—

L. That the gifts of God's providence are
timely gifts?

2. That the servants of God may expect divine

idance ?

3. That obedi to God's secures
victory ?
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

SCHOLARS,

What city lay beyond Jordan? The city of
Jericho. V\;hy could not the Israelites enter it ?
Its gates were shut against them. What feast
did they cclebrate here?! The Passover. Of
what did they eat? Of the bread and corn of
Canaan,  What now ceased to fall? Manna,
Why? It was no longer needed. Whom did
Joshua one day see near Jericho? A man with
a drawn sword in his hand, What did Joshua
ask? ‘“Are you for or against us?” What was
the man's reply t ““I am Captain of the host of
the Lord.” at did Joshua then see? That
this was the Lord himself. What did Joshua
do? He fell down and worahi;:lped him. What
did the Lord command him to do? To take off
his shoes, for he was on holy ground. What did
God then tell Joshua ! That he should take the
city. What were the people and priests told to
do? To march around the city six days, What
took place on the seventh day ! The walls fell
when the people shouted.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

What is greater than taking a city *—To rule
one's own spirit—To return for evil—To

when they entered Canaan ! Jericho, 2. What

turn away from the tempter—To obey the Lord.

V. A
I h:

“

VI, £
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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Pr wes of God's

I. A DIVINELY-GIVEN REST.
Children of Israel encamped in Gilgal
v. 10.
“Ye are not....yet come to the rest.”
. Deut. 12. 9.
“There remaineth....a rest to the
people.” Heb. 4. 9.
I1. A D1vINE FELLOWSHIP,
Kept the passover. . . .at even. v. 10.
“Keep the passover unto the Lord.
Deut. 16. 1.
“ Keepthe feast. . . . sincerity and truth.”
1 Cor. 5. 8.
I11. A DIvINE PrOVISION.
Did eat of. ...corn of the land. v. 11.
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
Matt. 6. 11.
“The bread of God ....down from
heaven.” john 6. 33.
IV. A DIVINE LEADERSHIP,
Cartain of the host ot Israel. v. 14.
“The captain of their salvation.” Heb.

2. 10,
“Looking unto Jesus .... author and
 finisher.” Heb. 12. 2.
V. A DIVINE ASSURANCE.
I have given into thine hand. v. 2.
“ Deliver their kings into thine hand.”
Deut. 7. 24.
“The Lord of Hosts is with us.” Psa.
46. 11,
VI. A DIVINE DIRECTION.
Compass the city....people shall shout.

V. 3-5.
“God hath chosen the weak things.”
1 Cor. 27.
“My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.” 2 Cor. 12. 9.
VII. A DIvINE TRIUMPH.
Wall of the city shall fall down. v. 5.
““ By faith the walls. .. .fell down. Heb,

, 10 90
“Lifted up....shall be brought low.
Isa. 2, 12.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Fruits of Faith,

1. Faith leads out of the wilderness into
Canaan, out of toil into rest. v. 10,
2. Faith past ies wil
a renewal of vows to Him who has bestowed

them. v. 10.

3. Faith finds the storehouses of its ene-
mies ministering to its necessities. v. 11,

4 Faith beholds the ceasing of former
privileges without fear, while new blessings
take their place. v. 12.

5. Faith gives boldness in meeting un-
known dangers, and finds them turn into
ufegguds. Vo 13-15.

6. Faith has the assurance of victory in
the face of circumstances. v. 2.

7. Faith employs means of t under
divine direction which seems powerless to
the eyes of men. v. 3-5.

8. Faith sees the powers of earth fall before
the might of heaven. v. 5.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

12. What is the present state of the fallen angels?

The present state of the fallen unfels is, that
they are reserved to the judgment of the great day.

18. What is their employment ?

The employment in which the fallen angels
enqnge themselves is to tempt men to sin, and
to lead them to their own place of misery. ...}

Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
ing whom he may devour.—1 Peter 5, 8.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SBARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

“Aller Anfang ist schwer”—* All be-
ginning is difficult.” So the German pro-
verb tells us. And the English proverb car-
ries on the idea : “ Well begun is half done.”
Most children know how important the
“start” is in a race, and older people know
what it is in business. To-day we have to
look at the “start” of the Israelites, the
beginning of that career of conquest by
'h:l:'h the land of Canunc_] wlu h:ub:‘lu;d

ter encamping at Gilgal they had a joy-
ful duty to perrorm—-to celebrate the Pil!
over, the feast of deliverance. And then the
sudden stay of the manna, with which they
had been Ld t.hrou&hout their wanderings,
must have caused them vividly to realize
that they were actually in their own land,
the land so long promised and looked for-
ward to. For here there was no more need
of wilderness provision. Thus gladness and
lenty smiled upon them at their entrance.
glo foe dared venture near to molest them,
for when the hostile kings heard of that
wonderful passage of Jordan “their heart
melted, neither was there spirit left in
them.”

But the Israelites could not remain at

ce in the ‘rhins of Jericho. They were

t just inside the entrance of the land they
were to possess. Nor was it an empty land

th | that they might walk over at will, but a land

to be fought for and conquered.

And at the very outset there was a diffi-
culty. When they were invading Bashan, on
the other side’of Jordan, King Og had come
forth out of his strong city to fight them.
But the king and people of Jericho shut
themselves up within their walls, “ none
went out and none came in.” The Israelites
had no military engines with them with which
to batter down these walls, and, therefore,




as it seemed, no possible means of taking

the city. But Jericho did not bar their pro-

ress, as the Jordan had appeared to do,

he inhabitants were too much terrified to ing in the Lord’s servi

attempt any conflict with them, Might they | evil. They start,

not, then Eass the city by and proceed fur- | of deliverance, and the assurance of s
e

ther into t country ?
Certainly not. Such a course would hay

been (1) unworthy of God’s people. Had | ties—habits which
Jericho been left standing in its strength | give up, duties whic
what a triumph it would would have been to
the heathen, “ After all,” they would have
said, “there seems to be a limit to the | Such a cours:
ower of Israel's God ; they cannot trust | disastrous t
Eim for every thing ; they dare not attack | direct neglect of God’s co
our defenses.” Again, it would have been (2) | ever the difficul
disastrous in the extreme, The people of | and let the
the land would have quickly regained their leader,
courage after such a confession of weakness | Scripture do we find com
on the part of Israel. There would have | of a city what are per]
een enemies in the rear as well as enemies | every-day difficulties,
before. And (3) it was not God’s plan for | ourselves? « He that
them. Every portion of the land was to be | better than he that is
subjugated, and they had had the express | ruleth his spirit than he

command “not to be affrighted.” Deut,
7. 98

So we presently find Joshua “by Jericho,”
evidently come out to reconnoitre the city,
and, perhaps, it may be, under the very
shadow of those walls, to cast the burden of
the enterprise upon his God. And there was
given to Israel a leader and a way out of
the difficulty.

A Leader. —To Joshua’s question, “ Art
thou for us or our adversaries ?” the warrior
with the drawn sword answered, “ Nay,”
He was not come as an auxiliary to either
q_arty. Where he came he must command.

he Lord who had once spoken to Moses
out of the burning bush, had now come to
gpshua. on the plains o Jericho to show

im

The way out of the culty.—The story
of the Israelites’ marc!ﬁ-ound and round
Jericho is a familiar one, The point to be
noted is this—by what means were the walls
of Jericho to be destroyed ? They must fall
by the power of God, but faith was to be the
means used. The marching could effect
nothing, the blast of the trumpet could effect
nothing, the shout of the people could effect
nothing, but the faith which found expres-
sion in these—especinlly in that triumphant
shout beneath the yet unshaken walls—
should effect every thing, So we are ex-
pressly told that in the Iden Text, “ By
faith t{e walls of Jericho fell down.”

That is how the Israelites made their first
start in the conquest of Canaan, That is
how they overcame the difficulty at the com-
mencement. That is how they well began
their task. They began obediently and
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leader ; and they began with faith in his
word.

Hereis a lesson for young Christians start-
ice on the battle against
like Israel, from the joy
upply,
but they start on actual warfare, and may be
e | confronted at the very beginning by difficul-
they know not how to
h they cannot see their
way to perform. Shall any of these be passed
over for a time, and left until by and by?

€ is unworthy of their calling,
o their future career, and in
mmands. What-
ty is, let it be faced at once,
start be made under Christ as
and with faith in him. Twice in
pared to the taking
haps but ordinary,
Is the difficulty in
is slow to anger is
mighty, and he that
that taketh a city.”
Prov. 16. 32.  Does the difficulty lie with
others ? “’A brother offended is harder to be
won than a'strong city ;” and again, “ The
rich man’s wealth is his ccrong city, and as
an high wall his own conceit.” Prov. 18,
11, 19.  These strong cities, and all others
that stand in the way of God’s promises,
shall be given into the hand of the obedient
and trusting servant,

BEREAN METHODS,

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Claws,

Begin with a word-picture of the scene :
1. Camp; 2, City; 3. River behind, and
mountains beyond. ... Notice the prepara-
tion for conquest, taking the story as an
illustration of spiritual “warfare: * 1, Ep.
p taking p ion; 2, Consecra-
tion—renewal of covenant in circumeision,
V. 2:9; 3. Strength from the food of Canaan
—an illustration of God’s supply of grace; 4.
Manifestation of the great Captain’s pres-
ence; 5. Method of conquest. ... Show how
this lesson presents Christ : I. As pre-
existent before his life on the earth; 2. As di-
vine; 3. As having an interest in the success
of his kingdom; 4. Ashaving authority over
all; 5. As omnipotent, possessing power as
well as authority. . , . The lesson exhibits the
fruits of faith, (See Additional Practical
Lessons and Golden Text.).... Tell the
story of Jericho’s after history : 1. The
salvation of Rahab; 2, The re| uilding of
Hiel. 1 Kings 16, 34; 3. The miracles of
Elisha, 2 Kings 2; 4. The healing of Barti-
meus and salvation of Zaccheus, Luke 18
and 19....In the Zesson Commentary ma

boldly ; they began with the Lord for their

be found a valuable note on the destruction
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of the Canaanites by Arnold  of Rugby....
ILLUSTRATIONS. On ver. 10: Notice in
the Bible accounts of seven possovers: I.
In Egypt; 2. At Sinai; 3. At Gilgal ; 4.
Hezekiah's; 5. Josiah’s; 6. Ezra’s; 7. Christ’s
before his death....On ver. 11: Infidel
learning and science often become tributary
to the Gospel of Christ, as the studies of
Rationalists are serviceable to believing
writers....On vers. 13-15: Notice the ap-
pearance of Christ before his incarnation—
to Abraham, Jacob (at Jabbok,) Isaiah, etc.
....When the pilot comes on board, the
captain gives up his command; when the
commander-in-chief is present, the general
awaits his orders....Vers. 1-5: The con-
quest of the heathen world, began by twelve
apostles, with no other weapon than the
word of the Gospel, is illustrated by the fall
of Jericho. -

eferences. FOSTER'S ILLUSTRATIONS:
Chap. 6. Ver. 1-5: Poetical, 3576, 3578. Ver.
13: Prose, 4122, 6493, 7924. Ver. 13-15:
Prose, 7174; Poetical, 1634. Ver. 15: 3652;
Prose, 4172, 6207, Ver. 2-5: Prose, 12164,
2140. Ver. 4: 4161....FREEMAN'S HAND-
BOOK. Ver. 15: Shoes removed, 107. Ver.
5, (Chap. 6): The horn, 365, 447.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M, V. M,

LESSON THOUGHT. Fuith leads to obedi-
ence. To be taught: 1. That faith does not
hide difficulties; 2. That faith keeps us look-
ing out for God; 3. That faith makes us do
just as God tells us to do.

1. To what land were the Israelites now
come? Recall the troubles they had met in
getting there. Perhaps they thought all
trouble was ended now, but they were mis-
taken. Here was a great city full of enemies
shut up against them. Teach that when we
begin to have faith in Jesus we often begin
to have new enemies near us. Describe
Jericho, the “city of palms,” its beautiful
situation, its rich temple, its great walls and
gates. But, alas! the people in this city
were idol worshippers! God told Joshua that
this idol city must be taken for him! God
has work for all his soldiers to do. Faith in
God brings us where we can see the work.

2. What does a captain do when he is
getting ready for a battle ? Lays his plans,
and if he is a Christian captain, asks guid-
ance of God. Tell of Washington praying
before a battle. So, Joshua, alone near the
city, saw the Lord. He was looking for him,
no doubt had been speaking to him, and here
he was to tell his servant Joshua what to do,
and how to do it. Describe the interview,
and teach that the taking of the city was
Guil's work, and Joshua’s part in it was to
obey. Teach that in any good work our part

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 211

is to look out for God, hear what he says,
and obey him. Teach the lesson of depend-
ence upon God by Joshua’s example. Though
he had so great ‘an army at his command,
yet he looked to God for wisdom and
strength.

3. Tell the strange way which God took
to tear down the walls of the city. Describe
the march, continued day after day, the
scorn of unbelievers, etc., and finally the
glorious result. Teach that God threw down
the walls, Make outline of stone wall on the
board, teaching that God’s enemy and ours
is trying to build a wall between our hearts
and God. Speak of some of the naughty
things children are tempted to do, and show
that each one makes a stone in the wall.
How shall it be overthrown? “ By faith,”
in whom? When? Where? Close with
prayer asking faith in Jesus.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, R8Q.

The trumpets proclaim a victory, for
Jericho has fallen. This diagram is designed
to teach that the Israelites had greater cause
for rejoicing than for the mere fact that a
mighty city iad fallen. The best of all was
that God was with them. As Captain of the
Lord’s host was he come. Thus de we have
cause to rejoice also, for zhe best of all is,
GOD 1S WITH US, and he giveth us the vic-
tory.

NOTE. If your blackboard is large enough

ou can represent the ruins of Jericho at the
Kouom, and write the name of that city on
the fallen stones.

IF GOD BE FOR US WHO CAN BE
AGAINST US?

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Look across that great plain, fair as a
garden, through which Jordan rolled its long
wave of life that here seemed to spread out,
taking form in the grain fields un ulating in
the wind,in the palm branches that rose and
fell, in the flowers that nodded. Upon this
plain fell the benediction of the mountains in-
their long shadows. Amid this fertility, in
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the tents of Lsrael, with their blood-sprinkled | of rams’ horns. Behind them is the stran,
door-ways, little lEroupl kept passover. With | ark, hidden under its blue veif, and borne by
loins girded, with sandals on their feet, with | white-robed priests.  And then comes the
staves in their hands, like men in haste,men | long, silent host of Israel’s warriors, But
about to go on a long Journey, theyremember- | who goes before! Does any one see, does
ed the dark night when the hosts of Israel | Jericho discover, who may lead them? O
tramped hurriedly out of E; pt. That pass- | that veiled form of flame, the great Captain
over season, they witnessed the fertility of | of God’s host, who with drawn sword leads
the land, So brundless that fertility, and | on the columns noiseless as the air before it
yet no rocky land since leaving Egypt was | is stirred into the tornado. They encircle
so barren !” Where was the manna ? No | the city. Now will they make the assault ?
food from God like hoar-frost whitening the | No, they retreat to their tents. How Jericho,
ground ! Little iroups of manna-gatherers | that watched it all from the walls must have
may have been here and there curiously | first trembled, then dered, and ﬁnall,y
looking down, wondering, woncfering, yet | laughed! What cared they for Joshua's
finding not! “It may come to-morrow !” vision? The second day there is that circle
did some one say? The morrow came, but | of horns, priests, ark, and stern,silent, armed
the marvel whitening Israel’s path for forty | men, a harmless girdle of display about
years had ceased. Lo, in its J:lace that other | Jericho. Did Jericho mock as well as laugh,
marvel just as great, the wide harvest plain | crying, “Push over the walls with your
rustling with grain. But how take Jericho, | rams’ horns?”  Still round and round, day
that stronghold in the harvest-plain? Per- | after day, went Israel's dumb host. The
haps Joshua was looking at its stout walls | seventh day came. Did they know about
despairingly, when lo, there flashed before battering rams and now bring these ? No,
him that form of flame, a “ sword drawn in only that same strange procession encircles
his hand,” the great Captain of the host Jericho, going round and round seven times,
of the Lord !” “With loosened sandal, with | and then halts and faces Jericho, Suddenly,
bowed face, Joshua is listening to the angel, | that great host, silent for seven days, shouts,
Jericho to be assaulted, its walls to “fall | In waves of sound, that shout sweeps toward
down flat !” How? Look at it, its sealed | the city. And then Jericho sees the walls
ates, its defiant towers, How batter them | tremble ! They totter | They reel ! Witha
own?  That column filing out of Israel’s | mighty crash the walls fall down flat, and
tents, they to begin the assault ? There go | Jericho is taken! The shout of faith bat-
the seven priests blowing the seven trumpets | tered down the mighty walls,

———
B.C. 1451,

LESSON 1v.—ISRAEL DEFEATED AT AL it
Joshua 7, 10-26,

4210 And the Lorp said unto | be, that the tribe which g the Lorp taketh shall
Joshua, Get thee up ; wherefore | come according to the families thereof : and the
@ liest thou thus upon thy face ? | fnmi!{ which the Lorp shall take shall come by

a Fallest. [ h lds ; and the household which the Lorp

4711 Israel hath sinned, and | ghall take shall come man by man,
they have also transgressed my | 6.83; Jonah 1, 7.
i

v, 1
covenant which I commanded | 15 ’And h it shall be, that he that is taken
them : for @ they have even taken of the accursed | with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire,
thing, and have also stolen, and b dissembled | he and all that he hath : because he hath trans-
also, and they have put it even among their own | gressed the covenant of the Lorp, and because
stuff | Be ¢ hath wrought b folly in Isracl,
@ Chap. 6, 17.——b Acts 5. 1. A1 8am,

14, 88, 80.~—i Gen, 34,7 ; Judg. 20, 6. —
#4712 Therefore ¢ the children of Israel could b Or, wickedness.

not stand before their enemies, but turned their| 16 So Joshua rose up early in the morning,
backs before their enemies, because they were | and brought Israel by their tribes ; and the tri
d accursed ; neither will I be with you any | of Judah was taken : <
more, except ye destroy the accursed from among | ' 17 And he brought the famil of Judah ; and
you, he took the family of the arhites ; and he
¢ Num. 14. 45 ; Judg. 2. 14,—a Deut. 7, 96, brought the family of the Zarhites man by man ;
18 Up, ¢ sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify | and Zabdi was taken :
/ yourselves against to-morrow : for thus sait 18 And he brought his household man by
the Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed | man ; and j Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah,
not -tn}::d before tliine enemies, until ye take wuulae.n. s i M
away the accursed thing fr-m amo i n. 4.7; Num. 82. 28;
N Sheo 1p Tt Gy, 5. 5 0P8 FOU 10°And Foshng said unto Achan, My son,
14 In the morning tieicl re ye shall be | give, % I pray thee, glory to the Lorp God of
brought according to your tribes : and it shall ﬂm], land make confession unto him ; and tell
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me now what thou hast done ; hide i¢ not from
me,
k18am. 6. 6; Jer. 18.16 ; John 9, 24,——I! Num.
5,6,7; % Chron. 80, 22; Pa. 61, 3; Dan, 9. 4,

20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said,
Indeed I have sinned against the Lorp God of
Israel, and thus and thus have I done :

21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly
Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of
silver, and a ¢ wedge of gold of fifty shekels
weight, then I m coveted them, and took them ;
and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the
midst of my tent, and the silver under it.

e.——m Prov. 16. 27; Eph. 6. 6; 1 Tim,

6, 10,

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran
into the tent; and, behold, i was hid in his
tent, and the silver under it.

23 And they took them out of the midst of
the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and
unto all the children of Israel, and d laid them
out before the Lok,

'oul 3

24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the
garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons,
and his daughters, uns his oxen, and his asses,
and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had :
and they brought them unto » the valley of
Achor.

n Chap, 18, 7.

25 And Joshua said, 0 Why hast thoun trou-
bled us ? the Lord shall trouble thee this day,
p And all Tsrael stoned him with stones, and
burned them with fire, after they had stoned
them with stones.

o (l!;ur 6.18; 1 Chron. 2. 7 ; Gal. 5, 12.~p Deut.

26 And they ¢ raised over him a great hn}) of
stones unto this day, Sorthe Lorp turned from
the fierceness of his an, Wherefore the name
of that place was called, s The valley of ¢ Achor,
unto this day.
qChap. 8. 20; 2 S8am. 18, 17; Lam. 8. 53,—
r Deut, 18. 17 ; 2 8am. 21. 14.—3 Isa. 65, 10;
Hosea 2, 16,——e That is, Trouble,

GENERAL STATEMENT,

The first objective point of the Israelites is
8hechem, in the centre of the land, where they
are-to hold a solemn service of gratitude and
consecration. But in their path stands the city
of Ai, which threatens their journey and would
endanger their rear. Joshua sends a small body
of men to capture the city, but to his surprise
and shame they are put to flight, and a number
are slain, The commander falls down before the
tabernacle, and their learns that the cause of
failure lies in a breach of the ban pronounced
against Jericho, for which all nations must
suffer until the guilty person shall be cut off.
On the next day a sclemn service takes place.
The twelve tribes are summoned by their elders,
and the one to which the transgressor belongs is
pointed out. Then the clans of that tribe are
summoned, and among them one is chosen. The
families of that clan are called, and one is
marked out, until at last one trembling, pale,
and horror-smitten man is reached by the lot,
and Achan, the son of Carmi, stands revealed,
In the destruction of Jericho, while roaming

through some mansion, he beheld a gayly-colored
mantle of Babylon, and a mass of treasure, Lust
seized him; he took that which had been devoted
to God and hid it in the earth under his tent.
There it is found, and with it the unhappy sinner,
his family, and all his possessions are brought
together outside the camp to a lonely valley.
Here a terrible penalty is inflicted according to
the stern usage of the East, bringing the same
destruction upon the transgressor and his chil-
dren, and blotting out from the lists of Isracl the
devoted family. " The curse is thus removed, and
Israel may again enter upon the path of con-
quest.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 10. The Lord said. Probably
from out the tabernacle, before which Joshua
and the elders were lying prostrate after the de-
feat at Ai. Get thee up. This is not a
rebuke to Joshua for his supplication, but an
intimation that the sorrow has lasted long enough,
and now the prayer is heard, the answer given,
and the action ohsml is expected.

11. Israel hath sinned. One man only
had done the deed, but the nation was a unit,
and al were held responsible until they had
formally separated themselves from the sinner.
Transgressed my covenant. Broken
the conditions of the covenant or agreement be-
tween God and his people, which on their side
required obedience to Gos. Accursed thing.
Rather, ‘‘the devoted thing,” the spoil of Jeri-
cho, which had been devoted or consecrated to
the Lord. Stolen. Robbed God of his pro-

rty. Dissembled. Added lying to rob-

ry, and hidden their crime instead of confessing
it. Among their own. Dealt with God's
roperty as though it were their own. 1. See
ow different are man's view and God's view of
sin, 2, See how one sin involves many sins, 3.
See how the innocent must suffer for the ﬂ;l:\ti

12. Therefore....could not s o
It was necessary that Israel should learn that
there is a law of relation in righteousness and
sinfulness, so that one brings success and the
other failure. One defeat was a small price to
pay for such precious knowledge. They were
accursed. The nativn’s safety demanded the
excision of the guilty member, or all must suffer
with it. 4. Sin is weakness, and godliness is
power. 5. They who will not punish crime in
society must themselves bear its penalty, 6.
God and guilt cannot dwell together in the same
heart,

13, 14. Sanctify the people. By cer-
tain forms of purification and worship, prepara-
tory to a religious sertice. Until ye take
away. The burden of the detection was to
rest upon Israel, and all must make common
cause against the guilty party. According
to your tribes. Perhaps the warning was
thus given and the process announced, that the
guilty man might have opportunity for repent-
ance and confession,

15. He that is taken. There was no
doubt that he would be taken. He and all
that he hath. Thus rec izing the unity
of the family, and its responsibility for its indi-
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vidual members. Folly in Israel. An ex-
pression especially used of such sins as sullied
the honour of Israel as the people of God, 7,
All sin is follf and stupidity,

16, 17, 18. By their tribes. Each
tribe being represented by its head, the repre-
sentative of its senior branch. Judah was
taken. It may have been by lot, or by the
voice of God from the sanctuary. Fami y of
Judah. The heads of the several clans forming
the tribe. Zarhites. The descendants of
Zerah. Man by man. FEach man represent-
ing a different house in the clan of related fami-
lies. Zabdi. Not an individual then living,
but a house named after him as its ancestral
head. His household. The various families
composing it. Achan. His ancestry is here
given in brief, as there were about twelve gener-
ations between him and Jacob. 8, See how the
eye of God searches out the individual sinner
among the mass of men,

19. My son. “Though Joshua must act
as a magistrate, he felt as a father,”—Jf, Henry.
Glory to the Lord. God would be glorified
by the sinner’s confession that the divine eye,
singling him out in so signal a manner, had
mnﬁe no mistake. Confession. That he
might receive forgiveness from God, though
Jl:xst}]y suffering for his crime. Tell me now.

0 Joshua, who stood as God's representative
before the people. 9. Tenderness of manner
well becomes those who have stern duties to
perform. 10, God will be glorified when his
omniscience and justice are made known in the
Jjudgment day to ‘all the world,

0, 21. T have sinned. It was a full
confession, but too late, and under pressure of
discovery, when_confession was of little avail,
Against the Lord. The Wrong was especi-
ally against God, since it was taking what be-
longed to God. I saw. The four stages of
the crime are expressed by the words, *saw,
coveted, took, hid.” Babylonish garment,
Jericho lay on the line of travel an: commerce
sometimes taken by caravans between Babylon
and Egypt, the two great lands of that age.
Robes of various colours were made in Bnb‘ylon,
and ornamented with needle-work, Sh 1

)

B e —
East,) the family was so thoroughly identified
with its head as to suffer unishment with it,
Hard as this was, it would ve a good effect in
making members of a family watchful over each
other, lest all should perish by the crime of one,
Customs which seems to us severe were needed to
subdue and regulate the wild passions of the
early times. All that he had. His pro-
perty was to be destroyed that none might reap
a benefit by his crime, Valley of Achor.
‘“Trouble,” a name given to it on this occasion,
and long remembered. Hosea 2, 15,

25. Troubled us. Achan’s name sug-
ested the word achar, ““trouble,” Stoned
ﬁim And his family as well ; severe penalty,
but needed surgery, and doubtless preventing
many crimes afterward. We are to remember
also that their fate in the other world is independ-
ent of their sufferings in this, and they may
have been saved, though slain in consequence of
crime.  Burned them. They killed them
with stones, they burned their bodies, and over
their ashes raised a cairn or stone-heap as a
memorial,

26. The Lord turned. Because the
cople, by punishing the sinner, had turned
rom their own way., Valley of Achor.
From the word ackar, ““trouble,” used by Joshua,
and sounding like the sinner’s name, Achan,
Some have supposed this= valley to be what is
known as the *Wady Kelt,” Reasons for this
penalty may be givenas: 1, It was the first
crime of its class, 2. It was flagrant and sacri-
legious. 3, It ignored God's majesty at the
head of the nation. 4, If unpunished it would
have turned the whole warfare into a raid for
Flunder. and prevented the high mission of
srael from accomplishment.

GOLDEN TEXT,
”n& sure your sin will find you out, Num.
o OUTLINE.

1. The Fallure at Al, v, 10-15,
2. The Sin of Achan, v, 16-23,
3. The Valley of Achor, v. 2426,

HOME READINGS.
M. Isracl defeated at Ai, Josh 7. 10.26,

of silver. The shekel wasa weight long be-
fore it was a coin, and this amount would weigh
once hundred ounces troy, and be worth about
£125, though at that time having ten times its
present purchuuiuf power. 'Wedge of gold.
**Tongue of gold,” worth $500. “ Coveted.
He allowed the desire for i me

Tu. The cause of the defeat. Josh 7. 1-10,

W, The taking of Ai. Josh. 8, 10-22,

Th. The covetousness of Ahab, 1 Kings 21, 1-20,
F. The covetousness of Ananias. Acts 5, 1-11,
5. Warning against covetousness, Luke 12,

1329,
The isci of God. Psa, 189, 1.12,

to
his scruples, and he took that which belonged to
God.  Silver under. - The gold was wrapped
in the furment, and the silver placed underneath
it, in the ground under Achan's tent. 11. How
dangerous it is to look with covetous desire upon
the things of another !

22, 23, 24. Messengers....ran. Not
only l'howing prompt obedience, but eager to re-
move the guilt from the nation, Out before
ghe] Lord. hBefore’the ,f'lberknacle ;li:m God

welt amo is e. Took.... sons
and hl!n‘d& peﬁ rs.  According to the
earliest customs of Oriental government, (and to

Time.—B.C. 1451.

Place.—The camp of Israel at Gilgal, and the
valley of Achor near it.

Oonnoctinf Links.—1. The capture and
destruction of Jericho. Josh. 6. 6.27. 2. The
defeat at Ai. Josh, 7. 1.9,
Explanations.—Get thee up—Joshua had
fallen upon his face at the news of the defeat at
Ai, when God thus spoke to him. Jsrael hath
sinned—Though only one man had done the
deed, yet the whole nation was made to suffer by
it. Tra my covenant—The pledge on

a large degree even to the present time in the

the part of the people to obey God.” The ac-
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cursed thing—Here meaning rather  the devoted
thing,” that which was given to God. Dissem-
bled—Deceived, in trying to hide the crime.
Their own stuff—Their property, especially fur-
niture, is meant.  Zher¢fore—Because of the
sin of one man all lsrael was at fault. Zhey
were acoursed—Under the wrath of God. Sanetify
—Set apart anew for God. According to your
[riks—bne tribe at a time, or the heads of all
the tribes together. e tribe was composed of
households, the households of families, Folly in
Isracl—All crime is folly. Z'ribe of Judah was
taken—Either by lot, or perhaps by the high-
priest npukinP with power from God. Family

of Judah—All the heads of the families in Judah
next came. Family of the Zarhites—That of

which Jerah had been the founder. My son—
Joshua spoke as an old man, and as the father of
his people.  @lory to the Lord—**Give glory to
him whom you have wronged by your action.”
Confession unto him—Confess to God in presence
of the people. I have sinned—A confession
made on‘y when the crime was discovered, too
late to save from punishment, Babylonish gar-
ment—A robe from Babylon, then the richest
city of earth. Shekels—In weight, not in coin.
Probably there was then no coined money.
Wedge of gold—A piece of gold sha like a
tongue or wedge. Coveted. .. took. . .hid—Three
degrees in crime,  Before the Lord—In front of
the tabernacle, Took Achan—The first crime
ugninat God as the ruler of Israel and possessor
.of Canaan must be punished with severity as a
warning to keep others from it. The silver, ete.
—The stolen things might not be kept, for they
belonged to God. ~Sons and his daughters—Pro-
bably they had taken part in the crime ; or per-
haps such severity was needed in those times to
show that others besides the sinner suffered from
the sin. Asses and his sheep—The property of
the guilty man might not be used nor in?\:ritad.
Achor—The word means *‘trouble ;" the name
was given at that time. Stoned. . burned—Killed
them with stones, and then burned the bodies.
Heap cif stones—To mark the crime and its pen-
alty. In rudeages, and with an ignorant, brutish
people, such acts of severity may be necomr{ in
order to impress the danger of sin upon their
minds. We must remember, too, that the reli-
gious interests of the whole world were linked
with the purity of the religion of Israel. If
this people had not been kept faithful the light
of the Gospel would not have shone. This fact
accounts for such severities as the slaughter of
the Canaanites and the punishment of Achan’s
family.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 248, New Hymn Book,
O that I could repent,
With all my idols part,

And to thy gracious eye present
A humble, contrite heart !

8. M.

Jesus, on me bestow
The penitent desire ;
‘With true sincerity of woe
My aching breast inspire;

With softening pity look,
And melt my hardness down ;
Strike with thy love's resistless stroke,
And break this heart of stone!

No. 253, New Hymn Book.
Jesus, my Saviour, look on me,
For I am weary and opprest ;
I come to cast myself on thee :
Thou art my Rest,

When Satan flings his fiery darts,
I look to thee ; my terrors cease ;
Thy cross a hiding-place imparts :
Thou art my Peace,

8,8,8,4.

Standing alone on Jordan's brink,
In that tremendous, latest strife,
Thou wilt not suffer me to sink :
Thou art my Life,

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. The Failure at Ai, v. 10-15. How
did the Israelites fail at Ai? Why was their
failure at that time especially dangerous to
them? What act and by whom caused their
failure ! 'What did Joshua do atter he heard of
it? What did God sn?' was the cause of the
failure ! Why should all the people suffer when
but one had sinned ¥ What did God command
Joshua to do? How does verse 13 show the
need of purity among God's people

2. The 8in of Achan, v. 16-23. In what
way was the sin discovered ? How did Joshua
show his love for this sinner? What was the
sinner's confession ! What three steps in sin do
you find in verse 217 Against what sin of
Achan are we warned in Luke 12. 15?7 What
is it to covet ! Repeat the tenth commandment.

3. The Valley of Achor, v. 25.26. Tell
what took place in this valley f Why could not
Achan’s sin be pardoned by Joshua ?” Who were
harmed by Achan’s sin besides the sinner ! Why
was the name ‘‘Achor” given to this place?
In how many ways did Achan's sin find him
out? By whose death is the Lord’s anger turned
from repenting sinners now ¢ Rom. 5. 8.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where do we learn in this lesson—

1. That sin begins in the heart ?

2. That sin harms others besides the sinner ¢
8. That sin is followed by punishment ?

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school).—1. Why were the Israelites defeated at
Ai! Because of Achan's sin, 2. What sin did
Achan commit ! He took what belonged to God.
3. With what did ‘his-sin begin ! With cove-
tousness. 4. How was his sin discovered ! By
revelation from God ¢ 5. How was it punished
He and all his were slain,

DocTRINAL SuGeEsTION,—The general judg-
ment,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The failure of Ai, v. 10-15. What
sin did God charge against Joshua? What
charge did he make against the Israelites? What
had their disobedience brought upon them !
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What sore disaster threatened them? How alone
could they appease God's anger! What direc-
tions were given for discovering the offender ?
What punishment was decreed the offender ¢

2. The sin of Achan, v. 16.23, Whom
did the Lord point out as the sinner? What did
Joshua exhort him to do? What confession did
Achan make? Where was the u.lpo" hidden ?
What public exposure of it was made?

3 The Valley of Achor, v. 24-26. What
did Joshua condemn ? By whom was the pun.
ishment ordered? Deut. 17, 5. Why was the
place called Achor?

PRACTICAL TEAUHINGS.
Where are we shown—
The danger of indul, ing covetous desires ?
The sure discovery of secret sins ?
That secret sin robs the church of its power?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What trouble came upon the Israelites ? The
Lord forsook them? What did Joshua ask of
the Lord? The cause of his anger. How did
God answer? “‘Israel has sinned against me,”
What did he tell Joshua to do? o find out
the sinner. How could Joshua do this? The
Lord helped him. Who was the guilty one?
Achan, of the tribe of Judah, What did Joshua
urﬁe him to do? To confess his sin. What did
Achan contesst That he had coveted and
stolen. How had he concealed the treasure from
; the Israelites ? B’{ hiding it in the ground,
il [Repeat GoLpex EXT.]  What command did
!‘ oshua give? That the trecnre be brought to

] him, hat did he do with it? Show, it to
{ the people and to the Lord. To what valley was

| Achan taken ! To the valley of Achor, How
| ' was he quninnod theme ? He was stoned to death,
| What always follows disobedience ? Suffering,
| What proves God's love to us ? He will not let
sin be covered.

WORDS wWiTn LITTLE PEOPLE,
We may be sure—that sin cannot be covered,
That God'is good in bringing things to light,

That he punishes sin in love, That he forgives
sin when we repent and turn away from it,

ANALYTICAL AND RIBLICAL OUTLINE,
* Your Sin will Find You Out,”
I In Gop’s KxowLEDGE,
Israel hath sinned. .. .also trangressed, v,
11

“God hath remembered her iniquities,”
Rev. 18, 5,
IL. IN INFLUENCE vpON Conpucer.
| Therefore. .. .could not stand before. . .,
enemies, v, 12,
L Dellivered. -« -hands of spoilers” Judges
4

{ “If I sin, then thou markest me,” Job
‘ 10, 14.

i

|

IIL. IN SEPaRATION FROM GoD,
Neither will I be with you. v, 12,
“Iniquities. . . .separated. . . .your God.”
Isa, 59, 2,
“Alienated and enemies. , . .by wicked
works,” Col. 1. 21,
IV. IN Discovery.
Achan. ... was taken, v, 18,
“ Our secret sins in the light.” Psa, 90, 8,
‘“Evil pursueth sinners,” Prov, 13, 21,
V. IN HARM 10 OTHERS,
His sons and his daufghtem. v. 24,
“Iniquity of the fathers upon. .. .chil-
dren.” Exod, 20, 5,
“Beed of evil doers....never be re-
nowned,” Isa. 14, 20,
VL Ix PeNaLty.
Stoned him. .. .burned them. v, 25,
“I will recompense their iniquity,”
Jer. 16. 18,
“The wages of sin 4s death.” Rom. 6, 23.
VIL IN MEMORIES,
Name. . ... called, The valleyof Achor, v, 26,
“Valley of Achor....a door of hope.”
2, 15,

08, 1
“The name of the wicked shall rot,”
Prov. 10. 7,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Sin among God's People.

1. Sin in the household of God is a viola-
tion of the covenant with God, and breaks the
bond of promise, v. 11,

2. Sin among God’s people causes weakness
in contest with the wor d, and robs the
Church of its power among men. v. 12,

3. Sin among God’s people alienates God,
and turns him from a friend to an enemy.,
v. 12,

4. Sin among God’s people is to be put
away faithfully, even to the destruction of
the offender, v. 12, 13,

5. Sin among God’s people is not dealt
with more leniently, but more severely than
sin in the world, v. 15,

6. Sin ‘among God’s people demands the
united action of all members for its discovery
and punishment. v. 14-18,

7. Sinamong God’s people is to be confessed
that it may be put away. v. 20, 21,

8. Sin among God’s people proceeds from
love of the world and its interests, v, 21,

CATECHISM QUENTION.
14. Can they do what they please ?
The fallen angels cannot do what they please ;
for God controls their power, and will save from
their malice and subtlety all those who put their
trust in him,
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you,—
Luke 4. 7.
Satan hath desired to have you, that he may

) 2. 14,
’ & WBi.cked flee. . . .righteous are bold.” Ps,
| 28, 1.

sift you as wheat ; but I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not,—Luke 22, 31, 82.
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ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES. °
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

I have been for some time in the habit of
writing with a stylographic ‘pen, and find it
far more convenient than an ordinary one,
which must constantly be dipped in ink. But
now and then the pen will not run smoothly,
perhaps will not mark at all. What is the
reason ! Some little thing has been forgotten
in the filling; thick ink has been allowed to
get in and choke the passage, or something
else has been allowed to get wrong, It has
mostly happened through some fault of my
own, though I may not have noticed it at the
time. A friend of mine uses an electric bat-
lerg', which has answered well ever since she
had it. Another, who formerly used a similar
one, found it very troublesome. What has
made the difference? I have no doubt that
in the former case every attention yins been
paid to the most minute direction for using
the battery, and probably in the other case
something—it may be but a slight matter—
was neglected. We cannot wonder if a ma-
chine of any kind will not work well when
the directions of the maker are neglected in
any particular. The matter may appear but
a tritling one, but the success of the whole
thing may depend upon its observance, It is
the same with a piece of needle-work, A few
stitches put wrong may spoil the design,

In the lesson for to-day we see an enterprise
failing and a great disaster occasioned by what
miﬁht, from our veoint of view, appear a
trifling matter, e see the same warriors
who had taken and destroyed Jericho put to
flight by the men of a town far inferior in
strength; the hosts of Jehovah discomfited by
the heathen; the men who had gone out in
bold confidence returning terrified and dis-
couraged. What was the cause? One man
among the thousands of Israel had taken spoil
from Jericho, had hidden away and kept for
himself a ¢ Babylonish garment,” a w of
Fold, and some silver pieces. Had we %eeen
eft to judge for ourselves we should hardly

as sufficient to bring

have reckoned this act
down defeat upon the nation; yet it actually

did so, and not by any arbitrary disposal of
events, but by a natural and sure sequence,
For in that act an express command of God
had been set aside. All Israel heard the direc-
tions fgiven concerning the spoil of Jericho—
the silver, gold, and other metals to be conse-
crated to the service of God, and all the rest
to be deltmﬁved. But one man set the com-
mand at defiance. He may have quieted his
conscience by some such kZonghu as these—
that it was a pity to destroy that “goodly ”
garment, that he was but eparing an taking
one out of many, that a little of the silver and

gold would never be missed out of the rich
supply, and that they were right in his way,
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Just as though intended for him, ete.; and no
doubt, also, he deceived himself with the idea
that no harm could come of it, and he would
wever be found out. But what was the
effect |

Therefore the Lord’s blessing could no
longer rest ulpon Israel. We should not ex-
pect an earthly monarch to remain in a place
where any thing insulting to him was suffered
tostay., Nor, it we desired the company of a
friemf: should we harbour any thing we knew
to be offensive to him. It was the glory of
Israel that the Lord was in the midst of them,
but when his command was set at naught, and
the “accursed thing” harboured among them,
his sensible presence muet be withdrawn, and
they had to hear the warning, * Neither will
I be with you any more, except ye destroy
the accursed thing from among you.” But
how did they become aware that he had with-
drawn himselt ?

This was manifested by their defeat and
loss, They had not done wrong in going
boldly forward; they had not done wrong in
attacking Ai, and yet the Lord left them to
their own unaided ‘strength, which proved to
be utter weakness. The cause came out. The
sin which Achan thought he had buried in
the darkness of night had wrought out its
effects in the full light of day. And then the
secret cause was traced out, and he, with those
who had sided in his wicked deed, shared in
the doom that came to everything pronounced
“accursed.” See Deut, 7. 26.

From this we may draw two special lessons :

1. That to be successful soldiers of Christ
we must have his presence with us, The
position may be advantageous, the weapons
ready to hand, the courage high and un-
shrinking: but these things will not give the
victory, Our own strength is insufficient for
the conflict, as has been proved over and
over again.” We need the Lord to be our

strength.

2. sl‘hat if we would have the Lord’s pre-
sence we must see that we harbour no known
sin. As soon may we expect day to dwell
with night as think that the Lord will sen-
sibly dwell where his commands are slighted,
and where that is harboured which he has
pronounced accursed. 1 John 2, 16, 17. There
are many habits of ordinary life, of word, of
tone, of walk, which are not of God, but of
the world. They may appear trifling, but
may be just the very cause of failure and
defeat, and the only remedy is to cut them off
unsparingly. ;

BEREAN METHODS.
Mints for the l'e-:lll rs' Meeting and the
0 L}

showing the Jordan valley,

Draw the nm%

Gilgal, Jericho, Bethel, Af....Relate or draw




|
§

218 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[July 22

out of the class the story of the repulse at Ai
....The cause of the defeat—sin. ...Show
the circumstances of the crime. ... Why was
the crime so great 1. ... What were the conse-
quences for evil of this sin 7 (See Analytical
and Biblical Outline.). . . . Lessons concernin
sin among God’s people. (See Additional
Practical Lessons,). . . . Show especially in this
lesson, and illustrate from life, ?leﬂw sin harms
others besides the sinner: 1. It delayed the
progress of God’s cause; 2. It caused the loss
of innocent lives; 3. It brought shame on
God’s people; 4. It resulted in suffering for
many. ... Why were Achan’s family included
in the punishment, and what does the fact
illustrate 7. . . .Show the benefits that resulted
from this severe dealing....How may we
escape the punishment of oursins?. .. . 1LLus-
TRATIONS.  On vers. 10, 11 : The drunkard’s
wife and family suffer more than the drunk-
ard; the defaulter brings ruin to innocent
L)eoplc; society as a body pays the penalty for
aving a criminal class. .. .On ver. 12 : Con-
trast Napoleon’s maxim, “ Providence favours
the strongest battalions,” with Cromwell’s
“Trust in God, but keep your powder dry.”
....On ver. 12: The Church’s power is its
Furity; like a telescope, which is ruined if its
ens have a flaw ; a rifle, which is useless
if its barrel is bent; a sword, which fails be-
cause of a flaw in its steel.....On ver. 13: A
poisoned hand or foot must be cut off when
its virus threatens the whole body....On
vers. 14-18: See the tribe organization of
Arabs for illustrations of the method in dis-
covery of Achan....On ver. 21 : In the reign
of Nero, a senator, Florus, asked another
senator, Agrippinus, whether he ought to
obey an iniquitous command of the emperor.
“ You had better do it,” answered Agrippinus,
“ Why, then, do you not obey it!” asked
Florus, “ Because,” answered Agrippinus,
“1 do not deliberate about it.”

References. Foster’s ILLUSTRATIONS,
Ver. 10-12: Prose, 8550. Ver. 11: Prose, 3581,
4172, 5325, 5330. Ver. 15: Prose, 5345. Ver,
20: Prose, 6145, 7394, Ver. 21: Prose, 8424,
7608, 12295. Ver. 24: Prose, 11923, Ver.
24-26: Poetical, 1526; Prose, 11711, .. . FREE-
MAN. Ver., 6: Embroidered garments, 229;
hidden treasures, 667. Ver. 26: Stone-heaps,
217,

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.
Lessox THOUGHTS. God brings sin to light,
GOD'S COMMAND,

Show something made of gold, a precious
stone, a piece of rich stuff, ﬂl\«h)y a few ques-
tions bring out the fact that all’ these things
belong to God. Speak of the valuable things
in Jericho, and God’s command that the
Israelites should use none of these things for

themselves, but that all should be given back
to him. Teach that God wants the whole
heart, and is not willing that things should
crowd him out.. Make a heart on the board,
and print in it, “ Love of Praise, of Dress, of
Pleasure,” and show that the heart which
God wants to see has only * Love of God”
in it.
MAN’S DISOBEDIENCE.

One man heard God’s command, and dis-
obeyed it. His name was Achan. He thought
“God will not know if I take this gold and
silver and hide it away.” How foolish to try
to hide any thing from God ! God saw the
thought in Achan’s heart; he saw the hand
put out to take the gold; he saw the hole dug
in which to hide the treasure. What was
back of all these evil acts? Teach that it
was the serpent of unbelief that had been
hiding in Achan’s heart, perhaps a long time.
A serpent does no harm when it is vrcv{)in§
through the grass, but when it lifts its heac
and bites, then the wound is made, But it
was a serpent when it seemed to be harmless,
and so unbelief is ulways sin, no matter how
quiet and respectable it may seem to be.

THE CONSEQUENCES,

Tell what trouble came upon all the Israel-
ites through this one sinful act. Show a little
bundle of twigs bound together, and ask the
children if the whole bundle would not burn
if one twig were set on fire. Teach that we
are 80 bound together that one cannot sin
without hurting others. Tell how Achan’s
sin was brought to light, and the punishment
that followed, teaching that the kindest thing
God can do is to bring sin out into the light
80 that we may see what a dreadful thing it
is. Print the name of the place where Achan
was stoned, and tell its meaning, *Achor—
Trouble,” and tell that one of the prophets
calls the valley of Achor the “ Door of hope.”
There is no hope for a sinner until he con-
fesses, and the gin is killed.
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SvaaEstion. Before the school assembles [
write the evil of sin on one part of the board,
and opposite it write the power of God, as
shown above, in answer to questions durin,

the review, ExaMpLe, What does sin do} |
It hides, conceals, is afraid, as in the case of |
Achan.  What does Glod do? He sees. No1
thing can be concealed from him. Again,
What does sin do? It harms not ouly the |
sinner but others, as in the lesson of to-day. |
What can God do ? He can heal the wounded |
spirit if it will come to him. And so down |
to the conclusion, when the application is |
made. If you have sin in the eart, God

sees it.
Lesson Word-Plctures, |
How great a change! One day the Canaan- ‘
ites run before Iaraef‘; another ‘K\y, thousands |
of God’s people flee from the idolaters ! Just |
a shout had broken down Jericho’s walls, but |
now a sword is weaker than a shout, and |
before the men of little Ai how Jericho's great
conquerors run ! - And then that other sight
of sorrow for the slain, and shame for the
dishonoured, and anxiety for the future !
Israel’s leader and Israel’s elders with rent
clothes prostrate before the ark of the Lord |
until even, dust upon their bowed heads ! |
Some one hath sinned. Let all Tsrael assemble
and the guilty soul be sifted out. And now
among those dense agitated masses, some-

where the culprit is hiding. Who is it ? Who
goes with a drooping head and flushed face,
and skulks behind his neighbour ! Does he
say, “Nobody saw my sin, and they can’t find
me now 1’ How tindidly, anxiously, slyly he

ers over his neighbour's shoulders ! Any

ody looking that way for him? The solemn
process of sifting and separating begins, What
18 the result of the lots? How he listens to
hear the name of the tribe. Hark! “Judah!”
It is his tribe. He trembles, They are now
taking the names of the family. Hark! “The
Zarhites.” His family. They take the house-
holds and separate one. What name ! Hark!
“ Zabdi,” his grandfather is taken! It seems
now as if some sharp eye were looking about
for the offender, am?’nny moment he expects
it to look through the man before him and
see him. And what son of Zabdi is taken ?
Carmi, the offender’s father ! And what son
of Carmi ? The great eye is searching closer,
And now all eyes scem to be on him, and
all tongues seem to be shouting his name,
“Achan!” He feels so guilty! As if he
were the only sinner in the universe, every
body else a judge, and the universe had come
to try him.  No hiding now ! He tells the
story of his sin, of the place where he con-
cealed his spoils. They hurry to his tent,
they dig into the earth, and out of the ground
flash the proofs of Achan’s sin |

B.C. 1451,

July 29,

LESSON V.—READING OF THE LAW.
Joshua 8. 80-85.

30 Then Joshua a built an altar
unto the Lorp God of Israel bin
mount Ebal,

@Gen. 8. 20; 12, 7, 8; Exod. 20,
24, —b Deut, 27, 4, 5.

81 As Moses the servant of the
Lorp commanded the children of
Israel, as it is written in the ¢ book of the law of
Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no
man hath litt up any iron : and @ they offered
thereon burnt-offerings unto the Lorp, and sacri-
ficed peace-offerings,

¢ Exod, 20, 25 ; Deut, 27. 5, 6.—d Exod. 20, 24,

32 And ehe wrote there upon the stones a |
copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the |
presence of the children of Israel,

eDeut. 27, 2, 8,

433 And all Israel, and their elders, and |
officers, and their jud‘feu, stood on this side the
ark and on thai side before the priests the |
Levites, which £ bare the ark of the covenant of
the Lon, as well g the stranger, as he that was
born among them : half of them over against
mount Gerizim, and half of them over inst
mount Ebal ; as 2 Moses the servant of the Loxn
had commanded before, that they should bless
the p;o le of Israel,

”n'-. 81, 9, 26.——g Deut. 81, 12,<~—h Deut. 11.

34 And afterward i he read all the words
the law, j the blessings and cursings, accord-

of

ing to all that is written in the book of the law.
iDeut. 81, 11; Neh. 8 8.—j Deut. 29, 20, 21; 80,

#3535 There was not a word of all that Moses
commanded, which Joshua read not before all
the congregation of Israel, % with the women
and the little ones, and the strangers Ithat
@ were conversant among them.,

kDeut, 81, 12.— Exod, 12, 88; Zech, 8. 23, —
a Walked,

GENERAL STATEMENT,

*" The first campaign of the Israelites in Canaan

was not for conquest, but to open a safe road to
the centre of the land for a religious service,
Jericho and Ai, once standing in their path, are
now removed, and the way is clear to the twin
mountains at Shechem, l}'m the whole encamp.
ment is removed in a body from Gilgkll. a journey
of thirty miles. They pass the smoking ruins of
Ai, and the ancient sanctuary of Bethel, where
they recall their great forefather's vision. The
pause for a refreshing drink from Jacob's well,
acquainted with its Wt, but ignorant of its more
wonderful future. ey gather in the vale of
Shechem, perhaps over the moss-grown ruins of
the Hivite city destroyed by Jacob's sons centu-
ries before, and nmot as yet rebuilt. Here they
fornull{ the land, d already
by faith, to the service of Israel's God. The
tar, plain and rude, rises on the brow of Ebal,
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and by the sprinkled blood the place of the curse
is already made a place of bleuinﬁ. Beside the
altar stand pillars of stone, smoothed over with
Ehmr' on which the Levites engrave the law of

od, as the principles upon which henceforth the
land of Canaan is to be ruled.  Earnestly do the
people watch the sentences as they rise from the
graver's touch, and they recall the venerable form
of the lawgiver who last read to them those same
solemn words on the plains of Moab. Now a
silence sweeps across the assembly as Joshua rises
and proclaims the reading of the law to begin.
On each side, rising tier upon tier up the moun-
tain sides, stand the twelve tribes, while in the
centre rests the shrouded ark upon the shoulders
of the priests. The law is read, while every ear
is attent, the twelve curses are proclaimed, and to
each the six tribes on the north thunder a loud
“‘ Amen,” Then the blessings are read, and the
tribes on the side ot Gerizim echo their response.
The sun sets upon the wondrous scene, an in-
structed people and a consecrated land. Upon
the next day the strange procession is formed
once more, and Israel, wit}l the tread of con-
querors, marches back to the camp in the Jordan
valley, .

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 30. Then. As soen as the road
northward was opened by the conquest of Ai,
Built an altar. This was to represent the
redemption of the land from its heathen })oues-
sors, and its consecration to the service of God ;
thus invoking God's help in the work of conquest
before Israel. They paused in the war in order
to fulfil this ceremony of religion. Lord God
of Israel. Who by this act was to become in
a peculiar sense, the of the land. Mount
E;bal. Two mountains stand on opposite sides
of Shechem ; on the south, Mount gerizim; on
the north, Mount Ebal. The latter is about
three thousand feet high above the sea, and about
one thousand two hundred feet above the level of
the valley. From it the curses of the law were
proclaimed ; and it was theref appropriate that
upon it the altar should be built which was to
remove the curse. 1. Whatever stands in the
wayy our worship of God should not be neglected.
2. Where the curse comes there we need the
atonement,

81. As Moses....commanded. The
command is in Deut. 27, 5, which shows that
Deuteronomy was written before Joshua, contrary
to the opinion of some skeptical scholars, An
altar of whole stones. The law forbade
the hewing of stones for the building of any
altar, lest by ormamentation the altar might
become nufgestive of idolatry. The unhewn
stone would also symbolize the Living stone, cut
out of the mountain without hands, Dan, 2.
45; 1 Pet. 4. They offered. The priests,
representing the whole people. Burnt-offer-
ings. This was a sacrifice wholly consumed
upon the altar, and therefore representing the
entire consecration of the worshi per to God, the
giving up of all to his service, Bn this occasion
it was an emblem of Israel surrendering himself
and his land to the will of his divine King,

Pesoe-oﬂerin?. Offerings in which the
sacrifice was first held up and waved before the
Lord, and then divided into three parts, of which
one portion was given to the priest, a second
burned upon the altar, and a third eaten by the
worshippers. This was always offered after a
burnt-offering, and represented the consecrated
worshipper in Peuce and fellowship with God, as
if partaking of a meal with him. 8. The blood
must be shed before peace can bemade. 4, How
hig}n is our privilege to enjoy communion with
Godt

382. Wrote there. Upon plaster, which
in that climate will last for centuries in the open
air. Upon the stones. The writer in the
book of Joshua presupposes a familiarity with
the record in Deuteronomy, where the Israelites
were commanded to erect stone pillars beside the
altar. Deut, 27. 5. Law of Moses. Pro-
bably only the most imgomm precepts contained
in Deut. 4. 44 to 26.19. In the presence
of....Israel. It was written in their presence
that they might distinctly see what it was to
which they were required to subscribe when the
curses nn! blessings were proclaimed. 5. How
important is that law, which must be so carefully
and laboriously written! 6. How grateful
should"we be for a printed Bible, instead of one
graven upon pillars! 7. Let us have God’s law
graven on the tables of our heart.

33. All Israel. Not only men, but women
and children, the whole cam ing moved from
Gilgal for the purpose. Hlders and officers
and their judges. General terms for the
rulers, who were heads of tribes and families by
right of birth. On this side....on that
side. The ark stood in the valley, and the
tribes were six on each side, on the slope of the
mountains, in a vast natural amphitheatre. The
priests, the Levites. The Levites were all
the tribe descended from Levi, who were em-
ployed in the services of worship; the priests
were the descendants of Aaron, who alone of-
fered sacrifice. These stood next the ark, which
was covered from sight. As well the stran-

er. Foreigners who had ied the Isra.
elites from Kgypt or joined them from the wilder-
ness, Perhaps some were slaves purchased or
captured in war. Half....against Mount
Gerizim. These were the tribes descended
from the lawful wives of Jacob, namely, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, Benjamin. Deut.
27. 12. Half....against Mount "
Most of the tribes descended from Jacob’s concu-
bines, namely, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun,
Dan, and Naphtali. Deut. 27, 18, Thatthey
should bless. The tribes on Mount Gerizim
responded to the blessings, those on Ebal to the
curses, of the law,

34. Afterward he read. By the mouth
of the Levites, who were the authorized readers
and expounders of the law. From a Heculinrity
of the air, it could be distinctly heard by all in
the valley, as has been often shown by travellers.
All the words of the law. The laws of
Moses, omitting the historical portions. Blegs-
ings and the cursings. As recorded in
Deut. 27 and 28. All that is written.
This was the tormal inauguration of the covenant
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between God and 1srael, in the Land of Promise.
Never in ancient times did another nation begin
its career with such high standards of conduct.

386. Not aworé? Joshua was very exact
in his obedience, thus setting an example for all
rulers. 'Women and little ones. The
Bible has more to say of children, more recom-
mendations concerning their training, and more
examples of their instruction, than all the rest of
ancient literature together. Strangers....
among them. Those emglo ed in the Israel-
ite households as wervants, 8, Let us not forget
that servants and ¢mployees have a claim upon
us for religious teaching and infl

GOLDEN TEXT.

1 have set before you life and death, blessing

and carsing, Deut. 30, 19,
OUTLINE.

1. The Altar, v. 80, 81,

2, The Law, v. 82.

3. The Reading, v, 33-35.

HOME READINGS,

8. The reading of the law. Josh, 8, 30-35.

M. The reading commanded, Deut. 27, 1-10,
Tw. The solemn choice. Deut. 30, 11-20,

W. The blessings of the law. Deut, 28, 1-12.
Th. The blessings of the Gospel. Matt. 5. 1.11,
F. The greatest commandment. Mark 12, 28-37.
S.  Jesus at the well. John 4. 1-15,

8. The true worship. John 4, 19-36,

Time,—B. C. 1451.

Place.—The mountains Ebal and Gerizim, in
the centre of Palestine,

Connecting Link.—The capture and de-
struction of Al Josh, 8, 1.29,

Explanations. —Built an altar—In ancient
times all ip was panied with ifice,
and for this an altar was needed. The sacrifice
was the giving up of something valuable to God,
and meant the consecration of the worshipper to
God’s service on one side, and on the other was
a picture of Christ's death for our salvation. As
lentea....cammandad—fn Deut. 27. 4, 5. oOf
whole stones—The altar was left rough that the
sacrifice and not the altar might receive attention:
and to guard against idolatry from having carved
images on the altar. Lifted up any iron—To
hew the stones into shape. Burnt.o erings—
This was a sacrifice in which the blood of a
domestic animal was poured out and the body
was burned on the altar. It meant entire conse.
cration to God. Peace-offerings—This was an
offering ot which a part was eaten by the wor-
shipper, a part given to the priest, and the rest
burned upon the altar. It meant a meeting with
God at peace and in fellowship with him. Wrote
there—Upon the plaster with which the stones
were covered. TL law of Moses—Not the whole
law, but a summary of it. Elders—The heads
of the tribe-families. Judges—The higher rulers,
See an _account of them in Exod. 18, 13.27. On
this side the ark—In the valley of Shechem, be-
tween the two mountains. The ark was in the
centre, and six tribes stood on each side of it,
extending from the valley up the sides of the

mountain.  T%he stranger—People of other races

who had followed the Israclites. Some of them
were probably slaves captured in war. 7hat they
should bless—Half of the tribes had been appoint-
ed to utter the blessings, and the other half the
curses of the law. See Deut. 27, 28,
LESSON HMYMNS,
No. 159, Dominion Hymnal,
No book is like the Bible,
For childhood, youth and age ;
Our duty, plain and simple,
We find on every page ;
It came by inspiration :
A light to guide our way,
A voice from him who gave it,
Reproving when we stray.
No book is like the Bible,
The pigeins cath of fion
It rend- to God lbovg. 4
0, let us love the Bible,
And praise it more and more ;
Our life is like a shadow,
Our days will soon be o'er ;
But if we closely follow
The counsel God has given,
" We then may hope with angels,
To sing his praise in heaven,

N

e

160, Dominion Hymnal,
Re(l)meat the story o'er and o'er,
f grace so full and free ;
Ilove to hear it more and more,
Since grace has rescued me,
The half was never told,
o he hﬂdl‘ ‘{ll never w:ld,{ i
vine, so wondertful,
¥ ‘llge half was never told. -
My highest place is lying low
At my Redeemer’s feet ;
No real joy in life I know,
But in his service sweet.

And oh, what rapture will it be
With all the host above,
To sing through all eternity
The wonders of his love,
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Altar, v. 30. 81. What is an altar !
For what purpose where altars built ! How was
Christ shown on every altar? 1 Pet. 3. 18,
Where was this altar built ! Where was it com-
manded ! Deut 27, 4, 5. Of what was it built?
What were offered upon it? What acce table
sacrifice can we bring to God ! Rom. 12. 1.

2. The Law, v. 32. What was written upon
the stones ! Upon what were the words written ?
Deut. 27. 2, 8. What law was this ¢ Who gave
it to Moses? Why was it written upon the
stones! Where should we have the law of
God ? Psa, 119, 11,

8. The Reading, v. 33-35, Who stood in
the valley between the mountains? What stood
in the middle of the people? What were kept
in the ark ¢ 1 Kings 8. 9. How were the people
arranged ! What did Joshua do before the
people ! Who heerd the law? Wherein was
that meeting like a Sunday-school? What is
the command in Deut. 6. 77 What choice has
God given to us in the GoLpEN TExXT ?
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TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That God’s law should be read in public ?

2. That the children shoull be brought to hear
God's word ?

3. That every one must choose between life
and death ?

The Lesson Catechism. (For the entire
school). 1. Where did Joshua lead all the
Israelites? To the valley of Shechem. 2. What
did he do upon Mount Ebal ¢ He built an altar,
3, What did he write upon the sides of the
altar? The law of God. 4. What did he then
do? Heread the law. 5. Who heard the read-
ing of the law? All the people.

DocrriNAL SuGGEsTION, —The free agency of
man,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Altar, v. 30, 31. Why did Joshua
set up a memorial at Mount Ebal? Deut. 27, 11.
What materials were to be used ! What kind of
sacrifices were made thereon ?

2. The Law, v. 32. What was written
upon the stones? What is meant by the “‘law
0} Moses?” How were the stones prepared for
the writing? Deut. 27. 2, 3.

8. The Reading, v. 33-35. Who were pre-
sent at the reading! How were they arranged
for the service? What previous directions had
been given by Moses? Deut. 11, 29, What was
then read by Joshua? Who responded with the
blessings, as directed ! 'Who repeated the curses !
What example of teaching God’s word to children
is here given ? .

PRACTICAL TEACHINGN,
Where are we taught in this lesson—

1. That God should be acknowledged in all our
successes !

2, That God designs his people to be acquainted
with his will ?

8. That the blessing or the curse is the result
of our own actions ?

QUESTIONN FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What did Joshua build unto the Lord? An
altar of stone. Where was thisaltar? In Mount
Ebal, By whose command was it built? The
command of the Lord. What was offered upon
it? Sacrifices to the Lord. With what was the
altar covered ¥ With plaster. What was written
in the plaster? The words of God's law. How
did Joshua divide the people? Into two com-

anies, Where did one company stand ! On the

lount Ebal side. Where was the other com-
pany? On the Mount Gerizim side. What
stood in the valley between? The ark, with the
priests about it. What was then read aloud?
The law of God. What dil the people say to
each law? ‘*Amen,” or ““Be it s0.” What did
one comrn{ then repeat? God's blessing upon
those who keep his law. How did the other
company answer? With his curses upon those
who break it. [Repeat GoLpeN Texr.] What
:lol:. this lesson teach us? That God's law is for

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

Why God's law should be dear to us—We can-
not be happy without God's blessing. He blesses
those who seek to know his will, ‘@ may learn
his will from his word. 1f we love and obey his
word it will be life to us,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINES,
Duties toward God,

1. WorsHip oF Gobp.
Built an altar unto the Lord. v, 80,
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God.’
Matt, 4. 10.
“Truly my soul waiteth upon God.” Psa
62. 1.

II. CoxsEcrATION TO GoOD.
Offered thereon burnt-offerings. v, 31.
“ Reconciled in the body of his flesh.”
Col. 1. 22.
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice.”
Rom, 12. 1.
II1. FELLowsHIP WITH GoOD.
Sacrificed peace-offerings. v, 31.
“ Peace with God through. . .Jesus Christ.”
Rom, 5. 1.
“Qur fellowship is with the Father.” 1
John 1. 3.
IV. Stopny oF Gop’s Law.
Wrote. . ..the law of Moses, v. 32,
“ Write. .. .table of thine heart.” Prov.
3. 3.
“ My son, forget not my law.” Prov. 3. 1.
V. InstructioN IN Gop’s Law,
With the women. . .little ones. ..strangers.

v. 35,

“Teach them diligently to thy children.”
Deut. 6. 7.

“Command his children and his house-
hold.” Gen. 18, 19.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Thoughts on the Reading of the Law,

1. Our duties to God should take prece-
dence of every other work. v. 30, .

2. God’s commands are to be obeyed to the
letter, v. 31,

3. God’s law should be kept ever before
our face. v. 32,

4, God’s law should have an interest for
all men, rulers and commons, old and young.
v. 83.

5. God’s law gives to every man his own
personal choice between a blessing and a
curse. V. 34,

6. We should read and study God’s law in
its entirety, its curses as well as its blessings.
v. 35,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

15, Are all wicked people, then, under the
power of Satan?

All wicked people are under the power of
Satan ; for he leads them ‘‘ captive at his will.”

2 Timothy 2. 26.
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ENGLISH TBAOHER'S NOTES.
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

The setting up a banner has been for ages
the symbol of conquest, occupation, and rule,
When the discoverers of America first landed
on the shores of the New World they set u
the banner of Spain, in token that they too
)I:osaession of the country for their monarch,

he English flag floating on the rock of Gib-
raltar shows that rock is British ground. In
times of rebellion and civil war the changing
of the standard tells sad tales, and every loyal
heart rejoices when the rightful banner is
again seen waving everywhere,

On the banks of the Jordan the Israelites
had set up twelve memorial stones in remem-
brance of their wondrous passage.  But not
until they had gained two victories—the one
at Jericho, the other at Ai— did they solemn-
ly take poseession of the land in the name of
Jehoval, their King, For they were not
lett to do this when and where it pleased
them, The directions had been given to
Moses beforehand, and by Moses to Joshua.
Deut. 11. 29, 30 ; 27, The act was not to be
done hurriedly, but neither was it to be de-
layed.  As soon as the wiy was made open
by the taking of Ai, the Tsraelites set out for
the spot where it was to be performed,

The three points to be noticed are what
was set up, and where and how it was done,

1. What was set u

We read of three things—the blessing and
the curse (Deut, 11, 29), the law written on
stone (Deut, 27. 2, 8), an altar (Deut. 27. 5);
all these are spoken of in the passage before
us. It is generally supposed that the law
was written on stone pillars, which, as well
as the altar, were placed on Mount Ebal,
But this may be Ll!;ubted. Deut. 27, 6-8
seems to indicate that the law was inscribed
on the stones of the altar, though we cannot
be sure of it, Anyhow the law, the altar,
and the curse were set on the one mount,
while the blessing sounded out from the
other. The law was first written, as the
code to be henceforth observed in the favored
land which the Lord had given to his people.
Then the altar was built to show forth God’s

rovision of atonement for the breach of the
aw.  Then, after the reading . of the law,
came the curse and the blessing, the one pro-
nounced from the side where stood the type
of his sacrifice who was made a curse for
us,” the other from the farther side, the fruit-
ful slope of Gerizim, showing how that curse,
through Him, was “turned into a blessing,”
God’s law, man’s sin and condemnation, God’s

way of salvation, and the blessings flowing
from it, were all set forth here,

8, W}here was it set up ?

Right in_the very centre of the land, be-
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was here that Abrabam had built an altar
unto the Lord, apparently the first erected by
him in Canaan, ~ Not till he arrived here was
the purpose of God made plain to him :
“Unto l{fv seed will I give this land,” (Gen.
12, 6, 7,) and here, therefore, he had, as it
were, taken possession in the name of the
Lord his God. ‘

8. In what manner was it set up?

Abraham had built his altar in the presence
of “the Canaanite,” Joshua and the }smr]ite.‘
set up the standard of their God in a like pub-
lic manner, The whole congregation went up
from Gilgal to the place, returning again to
their camp after the act had heen performed,
It was not an expedition of soldiers for war,
The “women, the little ones, and the stranger”
went up with the rest. And when the solemn
act was over, the altar and the law written on
the stones remained as the sign that the land
bad been taken possession of for Jehovah,
All the inhabitants round about knew what
had been done, and there was a general
gathering together to fight with Tsrael.
Chap. 9.1, 2.

[n this narrative we see shadowed forth the
setting up, in many a land, of the Gospel
standard,  Wherever the word of God is
taught, wherever the story of the cross is
told, there is set before men “ life and death,
blessing and cursing.” That is no true mes-
sage from God which tells of the one side

only. There are two things from which to
choose, two ways between which to decide,
Neither Gerizim nor Ebal stands alone,
Without Christ the curse of Ehbal, the curse
of the law, which we have broken, must rest
upon us.  With Christ, whose offering up of
himself for sin was typified by the altar, we
have the blessing of d;rizim. For “ whoso
chooseth” him *chooseth life, and shall ob-

tain favour of the Lord,” while all they that
reject him love death, Prov, 8, 35, 36.

This Gospel standard should have the cen-
tral place everywhere. In the heart, This
must come first,  Let our youn, people ask
themselves, Is Christ indeed * all my salva-
tion and all my desire?” 2 Sam, 23.’5. In
the life.  We must be loyal to the standard
or we cannot enjoy the blessing,. In all
teaching; for “Christ crucified” js the
“power of God unto salvation.” Out in the
actual world. ‘The ignorant, the godless,
the heathen, will seldom take much trouble
to seek for the Gospel. It must be published
in their midst,

And let the setting up be known to all—or
rather, let it be aucE a8 may be seen by all.
A roldier would be ashamed to have any one
wonder whether he belonged to the service
or not. There should be no doubt as to
whether or not we belong to the standard of
Christ, whether we -inherit life or death, the

tween north and south, east and west.

It

blessing or the curse,




THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

[July 29

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the ('ass,

Draw the map of Palestine, and show the
route of Israel, from Gilgal, past Ai and
Bethel, to Shechem....Give a description
of Shechem and its twin mountains, and the
events of Bible history which took place
there. ... The altar, its material and purpose.
....The sacrifices : 1. Burnt-offerings; 2.
Peace-offerings : show significance of each...
The pillars and inscriptions. . ..The reading
of the law : purpose and method. ... What
duties are here presented ! (See Analytical
and Biblical Outline.). .. How does this show
the value of God's law 1....The interest of
the “little ones” in the reading of the law.
....ILLUSTRATIONS. On vers, 30, 31 : The
building of this altar was like that compact
in the cabin of the “ Mayflower,” before the
landing of the Pilgrims, 1620, a recognition
of God as the ruler of the newly-founded
state....On ver. 32 : Queen Victoria, pre-
senting a Bible to a chief from South Africa,
said, “ This book is what has made England
great.”

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M, V. M,

LessoN THOUGHT. God Speaking. To be
taught: 1. Different ways in which God
speaks ; 2, That we must take time to hear

od speak ; 3. That God's law must be
known to be obeyed.

1. Tell what an altar is,and for what used.
Who was Joshua? What reason had he-for
believing in God ! Ask when and how the
Lord had spoken to Joshua, and teach that
because he had heard God, he wanted others
to hear him, too. Tell of the building the
altar; and the covering it with plaster so that
the law could be written upon it. Ask to
whom God had given this law, and where we
can find it now,

2. Tell that Joshua called a great meeting.
Men, women, little children, all went. Make
two mountain peaks, with marks for people
on either side, and the altar in the middle,
The teacher may divide the class into two
rorts, telling one side that they are the Mount
tubal tribes, and the other the Mount Gerizim
tribes, Then the teacher may slowly repeat
the ten commandments, the children answer-
ing to each “ Amen.” Tell that after Joshua
had read God’s law, and the people had pro-
mised to o\:eﬁ', then the Mount Ebal tribes
repeated the blessings upon those who obey,
and the other tribes the curses upon those
who disobey.

3. Ask if the Israelites went to this meet-
ing to get something, and if so, what they

ot. Show that a child cannot be sure of

oing as the parent wants him to do, unless
he knows the will of the parent. 8o it is
very important to know God’s law.

Filackbonrd.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, B8Q.

This design sets forth the truth that the
law makes no compromise. There is no mid-
dle ground. The law points plainly to curs-
ings or blessings,

Which road are you on?
Lesson Word-Pictures.

“Who are those coming 1” says some watcher
on Gerizim. He has just seen them, away off,
moving over the crest of a hill. “ Coming this
way ! ” he says, “and what a vast multitude !”
Peering over the crags, he looks down and sees
a great host pressing into the valley between
Ebal and Gerizim. There are armed men,
and yet it is not a host at war, for there are
women and little children. And yet is it a
holiday excursion? The watcher can see
men like priests, white-robed, who carefully
bear a veiled object. Soon, as he looks over
toward Ebal, he says, “They are building
something. I see smoke rising. It must be
an altar. And now they are putting up some-
thing else. Queer !” If he had been nearer
he would have seen the strangers building
pillars of stone on which they write an in-
scription.  There is another movement. A
great stir is in the valley as the people sepa-
rate into vast bodies that cluster around the
skirts of Ebal and Gerizim, and between
these, in the valley, around their veiled bur-
den, silently aany the priestly bearers, “I
hear voices,” says the man, “ coming up from
the Ebal side.” And then, as if in response,
there echoes through the valley a deep, solemn
utterance frgm the people. Does he know that
this is the *“ Amen” to the awful “ Cursed ?”
At last there is stillness on the Ebal side.
Again, voices are heard. “And now they
are reciting on the Gerizim side,” says the
watcher. Then there rolls through the
valley a quick, 5]1\(1, far-echoin, response,
It is the “ Amen ” to the ‘“ Blessed.” Finally,
that host is ready to depart. The armed men
tramp sternly away. The Kriestly bearers and
their burden disappear. All are gone. The
valley is deserted. There is stillness around
Ebal and Gerizim. “ What does itall mean 1”
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SUNDAY SCHooOL

LIBRARIES]

&1t will be to your advantage, if you want good, sound Sunday School Library
Books, to write to ug for lists,. OUR LIBRARIES ARE CHEAP.

ECONOMICAL LIBRARIES :

No. A, 50 Volumes, 12meo.. . ., " $24 50
0.B, 50 o4 20 00
No. ¢, 40 : : 18 50
No.D,50 - g I SN T T RO G .
PRIMARY LIBRARY, No. 1—40 Volumes, 18mo. 7 50

o i No. 2—40 s v 7 50

DOMINION LIBRARIES :
No. 1, 50 Volumes, 16mo. . ... . $25 60 net,
‘"t 2,100 - 18mo.. . 26 00 -
8, 50 - 27 50
LITTLE PEOPLE'S PICTURE LIBRARY :
50 Volumes, 48mo. . ... i <., $10 00
ACME LIBRARIES :

No.l,EOVolumas, 16mo. <., 825 00
2,50 LZ 16mo..... 25 00

EXCELSIOR LIBRARIES :

No. 1, 50 Volumes, 18mo, ¥ . 815 00
2,40 b 14 00
* 8,18 &% 12mo. 9 00
* 415 ¥4 2 %

MODEL LIBRARIES :

No.l,BOVolumes, 16mo. ... $22 00
2,50 ¥y 18mao..... 16 50
* 8,50 o 16mo, o .. 27 50

40 Large 16mo. Volumes Ve

THE OLIVE LIBRARY :
e, ST $25 00

No. 1, 100 Volumes, 16mo.. . .. . .... $25 00

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARIES
2, 100 25 00

* 5,100 + 25 00
All the above mentioned Library Books contain many illustrations, are strongly bound, and

put up in neat boxes ready for shipping.; These Libraries are giving great satisfaction wherever sold,

Be sure to send for Lists of the Books contained iv, these Libraries to
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street Hast, Toronto }
OR,
MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, 8 F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.S.




STANDARD LIBRARY

THE FUNK & WAGNALL 26 CHEAP BOOK PLAN.

Clergymen, can you afford, can the Public afford, to have this new plan
to publish best Books at 16 to 25 cents, FAIL ?

The books will be the choicest of new books, issued from now through 1883, So there will
o danger of a subscriber getting a book he already has. Arrangements are made with English
publishers .!ur advance sheets of their latest and best books. Thus the poorest man, in the most
remote regions, can keep abreast with the literature of to-day.
hey will issue a book every two weeks, the entire 26 in one year,

PRICES.

The regular selling prices of the 26 books in this country would aggregate from $50.00 to
8100.00. Our price will be from 15 cents to 25 cents each ; the average will be about 20 cents ; in

all about $5,20,

11. SUCCESSFUL MEN OF TO-DAY, AND WHAT THEY SAY OF
SUCCES:! Based on facts and opinions gathered by letters and personal interviews from
500 prominent men, and on many published sketehes. By Wiusur F. Crarrs, A.M.

10. SAM HOBART. By Justiy D. FuutoN. Price 25 cents. A biography of a
Locomotive Engineer as fascinating as a romance.

9. AN HOUR_ WITH CHARLOTTE BRONTE; or, Flowers from a
Yorkshire Moor. By Lavra C. HoLroway. Price 156 cents. There was but one
. Charlotte Bronte, as there was but one William Shakespeare. She was a passionate, fire-

wingedﬁcuius, whose life and history form one of the most interesting and exciting stories
ever told,

8. THE ESSAYS OF GEORGE ELIOT, Complete, collected by NATHAN SHEPPARD,

Price 25 cents,

These essays are now collected for the first time, they never having been published in book-
form in either England or America,

7. COLIN CLOUT'S CALENDAR. The Record of a Summer. By GRANT ALLEN,
Price 25 cents,

The Leeds Mercury declares them to be ** the best specimens of popular scientific expositions
that we have ever had the good fortune to fall in with,"”

6. THE HIGHWAYS OF LITERATURE; or, What to Read and How
to Read. By Davip Prype, M.A., LL.D., &c.—Price 15 cents.

5. FLOTSAM AND JETSAM. By Tuomas GissoN BowrLes,—Price 25 cents,

4. LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS SHOEMAKERS, and a Constellation of
Celebrated Cobblers, By W. Ebwarp Winks,—Price 25 cents,

3. AMERICAN HUMORISTS. By H. R. HAwgis, —Price 15 cents,
This author presents in fine setting the wit and wisdom of Washington Irving, Oliver W,

Holmes, James R. Lowell, Artemus Ward, Mark Twain, and Bret Harte, and he does it con amore,

2. SCIENCE IN SHORT CHAPTERS. By W. Marriev Wituiams, F.R.S,,
F.C.8.—Price 25 cents.

1. OLIVER CROMWELL : His Life, Times, Battle-flelds, and Contem-
oraries. By Paxrox Hoop. 12mo, size—286 pages, bound in heavy paper, and
ettered on back. Price 25 cents.

Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
(General Agent for Canada for all Funk & Wagnall's publications),
78 & 80 King St. Bast,
Or— TORONTO:
C. W. COATES, Montreal ; 8. F. HUFWSTIS, Halifax.
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JOVRNAL OF THE GEVERAL CovPenEyc.

HELD IN

HAMILTON, 1882,

PRICES ‘—Paper Covers, 60 Cents net; Cloth Covers, 75 Cents,

If names are desired on the cloth copies, add 15 cents, making the price 90 cents net,
Mailed post-free on receipt of price.

THE NEW METHODIST DISCIPLINE

Strongly bound in Cloth, 60c, net ; Limp, French Morocco, $1 net,

The size is very suitable for the pocket, being about the same as the Pearl Edition of the
Methodist Hymn Book (32mo).  With name on, in gold letlers, 15 cents extra,

Orders already received will be promptly attenled to,
Just Published.
REPORT OF THE

SABBATH-SCHOOL CONVENTION|

Held in Brampton, 18832,

Containing the Addresses of Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., Rev, E. D McLaren, B.D,,
Rev. H. M. Parsons, Rev, W, B, Thomas, D.D., Revy, J, Burton, B.D., Rev, J. 0.
Antliff, B.D., Rev H, Johnston, M.A., B, D., W. B. McMurrich, Esq.,

Prof. Sherwin, E, P, Porter, Esq., Hon, S, H.

Blake, Q.C., and others,

RBECRBATIONS.

By REV. E. aA. STAFFORD, M.A.,
Ex-President of the Montreal Conference,
It is beautifully printed on English paper, and bound in extra English cloth, bevelled

edges, and lettered in gold,
Price 35 Cents,
Address WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,

Or— 78 & 80 King Street East, TORONTO,
C. W. COATES, Montreal, 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

“SOUL-WINNING.” o

A Course of Four Lectures, delivered under the auspices of the Theological Unic Have y
Victoria University, Cobourg, entitled, ¢ Student,” * Pre: wcher,” stor,’ Qreane

and * SMul-Winner. terefor
By REV. F. H. BLAND. With Introduction by Rev. N. BurRwasH, 8.T.D. o

Price, Paper, 30 Cents. ;
WILLIAM BRIGGS, o

J—— 78 & 80 KING ST., EAST, TORONTO, gt
ALL IN ONE
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A WORD TO BUYERS OF CABINET ORGANS.
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DOMINION HYMNA:
OMINION HYMNAL
302 Hymns for Sunday-School & Social Worship.

MUSIC EDITION:

Bound in Board Covers, per copy
i £ ‘“  per dozen

WORDS ONLY:
Jound in Paper, 7ets. per copy ; 75cts. per dozen; 86 per hundred,
Sound in Limp Cloth, 10cts. per copy ; $1 per dozen ; $8 per hundred,
Jound in Cléth Boards, 15¢. per copy ; $1.50 per dozen ; 812 per hundred.
’

&2 Parties ordering, will please be careful to state whether they want the Words only or
Music edition of this book ; also specify the kind of Binding. y

Two Editions of the MUSIC and Three Editions of the WORDS ONLY have been called for
in all 29,000 copies in a little over three months., We shall soon print again. No better m-i.]\."cé
of popularity is needed. #& Sample copies mailed, pdst-free, on receipt of price,

Dr. Young’s Eeaf: Sacrifice. GOD ET’S
YOUNG’S G
ANALYTICAL concoRDANGE | UOILmEDtary on Romans,

AUTHORIZED EDITION, Edited by T. W.
REDUCED TO $2.76 NET o CHAMBERS' D.D.

FOR A LIMITED TIME, 8vo. cloth, $2.75. g
This is cheaper than the New York price when "
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