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These Machines are now the most popular SEWING MACHINES in the world. No
other Machine has so many new and useful improvements.

70,000 of these Machines are now in use in Canada!

ALL GIVING THE MOST

PERFECT SATISFACTION.

The WILLIAMS is the Machine to BUY, as it is the best made, lasts longer,
f work than any other.
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What the People are Saying

ch Street, Toronto, Ont,

128 Chur

MASON,

E MANUFACTURER IN AMERICA,)

(soL:

THOMAS J.

Note carefully the Address:

‘“THE MAGNFTICON.”
RECENT HOME TESTIMONY !
MR. THOS. J. MASON. ToronTO, ONT., September 22ud, 1880,

DEAR SIR,—I have much pleasure in testifying to the efficacy of your Magnetic Belts
in alleviating and ultimately removing pain. "My wife had suffered for a considerable
time with an intense pain in her left side, caused by Rhenmatism. At your sugggestion
she applied one of your Magnetic Belts which has proved of great benefit. Tminediately
after its application she experienced relief, and now the pain has entirely gone, Being
thoroughly convinced of the curative power contained in your Magnetic Belts, I con-
fidently recommend persons similarly afflicted to try one of them, knowing whereof
1 speak. Yours truly, JOSEPH C. DODGE,

Superintendent Globe Job Rooms.

TroMAs J. Mason, Esq. 157 King Street East, ToroNTo, September 9, 1880
DEAR Sir,—It is some two years since 1 procured a Magneticon Lung Invigorator
one of my family, and we have used others of your appliances since that time, in each
case with good effect. We have recommended them largely among our friends, and I do

not hesitate to say that they accomplish all you claim for them. M. WARDELL

THOMAS J. MasoN, Fsq. LEFRoY, ONT., August 10th, 1880,
DEAR SIR,—The poor old man concerning whom I have previously written you, was
attacked some four years ago with Typhoid Fever, which seemed to have settled in his
Spine, rendering him so helpless that he could not even turn in bed. On writing to you,
Kou could not promise a cure, but were satisfied that he might be helped. Your promise
as been fulfilled most satisfactorily, and though still to some extent erippled, he is able
to get about a good deal and cultivate a nice little garden. I have great pleasure in thus
bearing testimony to the benefit derived from your Belt in this case, which huad resisted
every other remedy resorted to by the most skilful physicians, You may make any use

you please of this letter ; and as I have seen the old man every day, and am in no wa;
interested further than to perform the part of neighbour, I am not likely to he deceive 5

or state what is not true, STANLEY SPILLETT,
Teacher 8. 8. No. 8, Innisfil, Simcoe Co.

To MR. THOMAS J. MASON. 186 Queen Street West, ToroNTO, 7Tth September, 1850,
DEAR S1r,—It is due to yourself and to all sufferers that I should state the change
that has been effected in my case by means of your British Magneticon. It is but five
weeks ago that I was suffering acutely, both in my back and in one of my legs, as I had
done for a long cimul]lrevioua y, through exhaustion and excessive work. The first night
I wore the Beit supplied by you I slept soundly, a luxury I had not experienced for many
weeks. I have been steadily and rapidly improving froin that time forth, and am confi-
dent that I have but to persevere in the use of the Belt yet further to recover my
strength. 1 shall always feel grateful to you for the kind consideration yon have
extended to me. Yours faithfully, LOUISA JEFFERIES.

There is no gainsaying the fact that the MAGNETICON cowbines many points of
excellence which are not possessed by any other form of Electric Treatment.
The appliances are adapted for a

WIDER RANGE OF DISEASE,

and their influence is exerted more thoroughly upon the whole system, than by any
other curative process ; hence their unprecedented success.

By promptly and constantly ASSISTING NATURE, thoy quickly remove pain and
irritation, and so permanently build up the strength of any part—or the WHOLE
HEALTH—that thereis no return of the weakness or disease.

Send your address for Pumyhlot (Post Free) with Testimonials, Price Lists, and
general inf The app are sent to any address on receipt of price,

Consultations always Free.

& See also former numbers of Banner.
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WINNOWED L.IST

SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS.

No. III.

Each Book in this Catalogue has been carefully read and reporte :d upon by one of
our own Ministers during the past year, and certified to the Board in every case, a8
being suitable for our Sabbath School Libraries.

REV. ALFRED ANDREWS,
March, 1880. Secretary Library Commiltee of the Methodist Church of Canada,
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NEW S. 8. LIBRARY.

“MODEL No, I.”

Fifty volumes, 16mo, well printed on good, clear, 11018 paper, bound in best cloth, with no strawboard
in the covers, and put in & nice chestnut case. 12,320 pag>s, ully illustrated, averaging nearly 250 pages
h. Fifty catalogues arn.shed with each library. Price 322 net.

per volume and costing only 40 cents eacl
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‘P;aul Vemi;reh
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Buxton, Thomas F.,
Christ in a German Home,
Christmas Sheaf,

T8,

“MODEL No.2”

¢ yescent and the Cross,
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dna Harrington,
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inding his Footprinths

Following after Jesus,
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Hopes of Hope Castle,

Jem Morison,

Jessie's Work,

Jonas Clare,
Lady Alice Lisle.

Fifty volumes, 18mo. ‘Well printed on good, strong paper, bound in best cloth with no strawboard
9,162 pages, fully ) Justrated. averaging nearly 200 pages per vol-

in the covers, and put up in a nice case.
ame. and coeting only 35 cents each, Fifty catalogues furi
This Libvary, differing entirely from “MopeL No. 1._“

shed with each library. Price, $16.50 net.
" and thns perfectly ’dl]ued for use with it, will be

jnstruction and the most

found to contain books by some of the very best A
found combined with History, Science, and Story. Sold only in sets.

entertaining reading, will be
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x
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“MODEL NO. 3

and Little Jane.

Rose the Comforter.
Ruth
jenses, The.

16mo books (many of them recently issued),

This Library has 50 volumes,
t case, and 18 sold at the net price

Dairyman’s Daughter, The
Down in a Mine.
Elton Wheatley.

He:

Holiday Tales.

Honey Makers, The,
How to be a Hero.
Jerry and his Friends.
Lame Wi

illie.

printed on best paper, well bound in best
of fifty-five cents per volume by the set.

English cloth, and put up in nice chestnu
per volume, and has over 300 en, Tavings.

his Library averages almost 300 pages
It contains books suited for the larger classes in the Sunday-School, an

Nothing equal to it has ever been offered at any such price.

by the very best of authors.

hed with each K

PRICE, $27.530 net. Fifty € 1
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NEW

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

EXCELSIOR NO. 1.
Fifty volumes, strongly bound, of excellent books, 815 net.

The Secret Drawer. The Two Heaps, Don’t Wait,
The Story Lizzie Told. Climbing the Glacier, Little Ben,

Under Gray Walls, Our Little Girls,
Little Musicians, Poor Little Joe,
Gentle Gracie, Bound Out,

Keep to Your Right. The Orange Seed.
The Lost Pearl. Hatty and Marcus,
Summer Holidays. Kate Darley.

Lost Willie, Faith and Patience.
Pet Dayton. Nellie Greyson,

Lost and Found, Eaton Parsonage,
Three Days, General Frankie,
The Gleaners. | Perfect Light.
Lydia's Duty. Meggie of the Pines,
Painstaking, Elly’s Visit,

Clover Glen. Zoe, an Allegory,
The Right Way. The Old Stone Chimney,

EXCELSIOR NO. 2.

Forty volumes, strongly bound, Al good books,

On the Ferry Boat.

A Very Simple Story.
Black Judy.

Grafted Trees,

Vacation Sketches,
Nine Saturdays,
Honest and Earnest.
Jack and Rosy.

Ernest, a true story,
Cousin Bertha's Stories,
Under the Pear Tree,
Jesus on Earth. Mary Burns,

Agatha Lee.
Emily Douglas,
Fiddling Freddie,

Peterchen and Gretchen,
Golden Fruit,
Goodly Cedars,

The Little Preacher,
The Lord Will Provide.
Margie’s Matches,

The Fountain of Living Waters,

Hugh’s Fire on the Mountain,

Barton Todd.

Coming to the Light.
Joe and Jim.

Maggie and Her Friends.
Kenny's Mills.

May Chester,

Horace and May.
Upward and Onward,
Only a Dandelion,
Margaret at Home,
Precious Stones,
Hope Cambell,
Sydney Stuart.
Kenneth and Hugh,

814 net.

Our Summer at Sunnybrook,
Joseph, the Model Man,
Annie Mason,

Belle Loval,

Canterbury Bells,

Heart and Hand,

Lily Gordon,

Watson's Woods,
Nidworth,

One Hour a Week,

The Orphan Nicces,
Rest and Unrest.

Little I'hreads. The Wreck of the Ville du
Babes in the Basket. Havre.

EXCELSIOR NO. 3.

Emma Parker,

Fifteen large volumes, strongly bound and beautifully illustrated, $9 net,

Plus and Minus,

Day After To-Morrow.
Working and Winning,
Master Mechanic,
Opposite the Hill,

Gold and Gilt.

Lost Piece of Silver,
Walter Robinson,
Mabel's Message.
Glen Elder,

EXCELSIOR NO. 4.

Mercy Glidden,

Pearl Necklace,
Sunshine and Shadow,
Mary Bruce,

Gerty Harding,

Fifteen large volumes, beautifully illustrated and strongly bound, 9 net,

Miriam Brandon.
White Rock Cove,
Little Nellie,

Village School Mistress,
Climbing the Mountain.

Old Red House,

Nanny Davenport,
John Dane,

Home in Rough Suburb,
Arthur Lee,

Pilgrim Street,
Little Christie,
Paul Preston,
Candle Lighted,
Upward Path,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

AND AT

Methodist Book Rooms, Montreal, P.Q., and Halifax, N.S.




TORONTO

SELECTED LIBRARIES.

Al these Books are selected from the WINNOWE
in each Library, uniform in bindin

g and enclosed in a neat woo

D LISTS, and put up in a Hundred Volume
den case, for the very small sum o

$27.50 NET TO SABBATH SCHOOLS.

These are decidedly the best Librari

only in sets at these prices.

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO.

Abel Grey.
Andy O'Hara.
Annie Lee,

Arnold Leslie.

Benjie and His Friends

Backwoods' ty

Bible Pictures for Children.

Castillian Martyrs.

Child’s Anti-Slavery Book.

Clara, the Motherless.

Daisy Downs.

Eleanor Grey.

Ellen and Sarah.

Facts About Boys.

Facts About Girls.

Fatal Feud.

First Day of the Week.

Forbes Family.

Foster Brothers.

Frank Ellston.

Gerald.

Giant-killer.

Girls at School.

Hannah Lee.

Henry's Fireside.

Home Pictures for the Little
Ones.

Hour and a Half in a Country
Sunday-school.

Iron Cage.

Itinerant, The.

John Wheeler's Two Uncles.

Juna Atherton.

Katie Seymour.

|
|
|

|
!

Last Day of the Week.
Little Jessie’s Work,
28 ay.
¢ Shoemakers.
¢ Things.
“ Tiger Lily.
Local Preacher.
London in Modern Times.
Lost Money Found.
Manners of the Ancient Israel

M 1tes. B

argaret Brownin|

Margaret Craven. .

Margaret Maxham,

Mattie Gregg.

llilfht Deep.

Miles Lawson.

Minnie Ray.

Minnie Wingfield. |

Money Matters Explained to |
the Young.

Myron.

My Youthful Days.

Nellie Morris.

Nellie Russell.

Nelson’s Journal.

Nineveh.

Our Katie.

Parson Hubert's School. ‘

Pearls for the Little Ones. |

Picture Book of One Hundred|
Pictures. |

Pierre and His Family.

Pleasant Talks. l

Poor Nelly. |

es that can be obtained in this country for the money. Sold

1, $27.50 net.

Potter's Common,
Prompter. Vol. IL
Roby Family.
Roden Family.
Rosa, the Work Girl.
Rose Cottage.
Self-kuowledge.
Self-willed Susa.
Shepherd of Salisbury Plains,
Stories in Verse.
of Ancient Rome. Vol. L
" " " L Il.
of France.
of Italy.
of Mexico,
w of Spain.
Story Book, The.
Sunday-school Facts.
Sweet Corabella.
Sylvia Aust in.
heobald, the Iron-hearted.
Thoughts of Heaven.
Too Late.
Traits and Legends of Shetland.
Village Science.
Voices from the Old Elm.
Waif from the Riverside.
Week Completed, The.
What Catherine Did.
What Norman Saw.
Whirlpool, The.
Young Envelope-makers.
Young Pilgrim.
Young Gold Seeker.
Youth’s Monitor, Vol L

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO. 2, $27.60 net.

Abel Bisby.

Adult Scholar.

Alice and Her Friends.
Amy's New Home.
Ancient t.

Antidote to Backsliding,
Archie Grey.

Aunt Effie.

Aunt Mabel.

Babe and Psincess.

Bessie Field.

Bible-class in the Parsonage.
Blessings in Disguise.
Brandy Drops.

Bright Nook.

British Nation.

Budget of Facts.

Chair Pulpit, The.
Children of Old Park.
Children’s Book of Sermons,
Christian Labourer.
Christmas Bracelet.
Clara DeMonthly.
Crooked Tree, The.
Down in a Mine,

Dying Saviour.

Earnest Labourer.
Emily’s Day Dreams.
Ernest Richmond.
Eucharist, The,

Facts for Boys and Girls.
Footprints of Popery.

Found at Eventide.

| Gerald Kopt, the Foundling.
| Grace Abbott.

Happy Mike.

Happy New Year, A.
Harry Ashton’s Wish.
Harry, the Sailor Boy.

| Harry, the Whaler.

Helen Maurice,

Helpful Susan.

Tmogen, the Orphan Princess.
Irish Scholar.

Isabella’s Trials,

Jenny, the Crotchet-maker.
Jesuits, The.

Johnny and His White Mice.

Lizzi
Mary



TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO, 2.—(Continued.)

Joseph Martin,
Life in the Woods.
Life of Enoch George,
‘“  Sir I. Newton,
‘“ Julius Caesar,
‘“ MecKendrie,
Little Brown Jug.
“  Davie.
‘ Fish Pedlar.
‘“ Joe Ashton.
‘“ Mabel's Friends,
‘“ Orange Sellers,
‘“ Pansy.
Pauper,
‘“ Sea Bird,
‘“ Wendalls,
Lizzie Hagar.,
Mary Woodman.

#3 These Books have all been read and approved of by the S. S, Board, “wa

Mattie ; or, Life for Others,
Missing Boat.

Model Boy, Payson,

My Brother Ber,

Naughty Girl Won,

Nellie Newton.

Old Jonas.

Only a Penny.

Our Next-door Neighbours,
Paul and Harry Fane,
Poppy’s Spring Holidays,
Power of Kindness,
Sammy Seymour,
Sarah’s Home,
School Boy Life, A,
Seripture Text, Sto;
Sermons to School
Shooting at a Mark,

of.
irls,

Steps up the Ladder.
Story of the Woods,

Story of the Nile,
Summer at Walnut Ridge.
Sunday among Puritans,
Sunday Hours,

Telescope and Microscope.
Temperance Boys.
Thoughtless Rosa.

Trip to the Weldon Woods,
Una’s Papa.

Uncle Jabez.

Walter and the Prize.
Widow Davis,

Young Andrew's Revenge.
Young Quaker.

THE PRIMARY

ECONOMICAL 8, 8, LIBRARY,

FORTY VOLUMES.

A companion to our ECONOMICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY.
Nearly Five Hundred Illustrations. Neatly bound, and put up in a substan.
tial case. Fifty Catalogues furnished with each set. Sold only in sets.

Price, $7 50 net. Price of the same books separately, $12 80.

Dorothy’s Adventure. | Dick and Grace, The Christmas Angel.
Clara’s Trial. | The Fisher Boy. | The Christmas Box,
Guy’s Self-Will, | Jack Greene, Uncle Jerry’s Blossom.
Amy Elliot. [ Songs for Rainy Days, ' Wayside Flower,

Kate Thornton’s Motto. | Bongs for Spring Time, Autumn Leaves,

Story of a Pair of Shoes.
A Summer in the Country,

Songs for Leisure Hours, i

Kitty’s Victory,
Elmer’s Morning Glory,

The Sugar Camp.

Madelaine’s Voyage. | Sam Franklin, Kitty’s Illness.
Rose and Charlie, ‘ The North Sea. Kitty's Journey.
A Week in a Tent, | The White Rose. Kitty at the Sea Side,
Bobby Shafto. Little Buds, | Songs for Winter Nights,
A Long Day. Michel Lorio’s Cross, | Songs for Summer Days,
Father’s and Mother’s Com- Elwood Preeman. Norah.

fort. The Rowland Children,

Several volumes are entirely new, and all are of recent publication.
Bvery volume is handsomely printed on tinted paper, and the illustra-
tions are choice and very abundant. The reading matter is excellent and
adapted to the purpose.

This set will meet a demand for fresh books for Infant Classes with
! plenty of pictures.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 30 King Street East, Toronto, Canada.
AND AT
Methodist Book Room, Montreal, P.Q., and Haiifax, N.S.




«Economical”$.S. Library,“B.”

SIXTY VOLUMES, 16mo.,

Well printed on tinted paper, bound in extra cloth in uniform style, put up

in a neat wooden case (imitation walnut

16,462 PAGES, FULLY ILLUSTRATED, PRICE $29 NET.
Sold only in Sets. (The price of the same books separately is $69.06,) Average price per vol., 48} cents,
—F0

This Lib)
The Author o

contains works by Jacob Abbott, George Macdonald, H, H. Jessup, D.D.
the Schonberg-Cotta Family, Edward Garrett, Hesba Stretton, Jm”bq)‘::-.

r Gray, John Hall, D.D,, Norman Macleod, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Lyman Abbott,
‘ashington Gladden, Lucy Ellen Guernsey, Jennie Harrison, and others.
0

Every Volume is suited to the purpose.

Instruction and Entertainment are combined.

Fiction, being represented.
No D inational or Secti

History and Science, as well as Religious

1 works are included,

The Binding is substantial and attractive ; the Case neat, strong, and convenient.

Fifty Catalogues are supplied with each set.

CATALOGUE

Alice and Her Friends ; or, the Crosses of Childhood.
o8 Warrington's Mistake, by Lucy Ellen Guernsey.

Bible Lore, by Rev. J. Comper Gray.

Brought Home, by Hesba Stretton.

Crooked Places ; a story of Struggles and Triumphs, by
Edward Garrett.

Crust and the Cake by Edward Garrett.

Cumberstone Contest, by the author of Battles Worth
Fighting.

Cousin Bessie ; a story of Youthful Earnestness, by Mrs.
E. L. Balfour,

Character Sketches, by Norman Mazleod.

Crew of thé Dolphin, by Hesba Stretton.

| Glenarvon, or Holidays at the Cottage.

Gypsy Breynton, by Elizabeth Stuart l”holra.
Gypsy's Cousin Joy, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps,
Gypsy's Sowing and Reaping, by Elizabeth Stuart

Phel@s.
Gypsy's Year at the Golden Crescent, by Elizabeth Stuaré
Phel

elps.
Genﬂrey,p:he Lollard, by Frances Eastwood
Hubert, by Jacob Abbott.
uno and Georgie, by Jacob Abbott.
uno on a Journey, by Jacob Abbott.
Kemptons, The, by H. K. Botwin.
King's Servants, The, by Hesba Stretton,
| i f Lilli by Emma Jane Worboise.

Children of the East, by H. H. Jessup, D.D.,

in Syria.

Claire’s Little Charge, b‘z the author of Lonely Lilly.

Christian Way, Th hither it Leads, and How to Go
On, by Rev. Washington Gladden.,

Draytons and the Davenants ; a story of the Civil Wars in
England, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotta Family

Deaf Shoemaker, and other Stories, by Philip Barrett.

Double Story (A), by Geurge Macdonald.

David Lloyd's Last Will, by Hesba Stretton.

Early Dawn; or, Sketches of Christian Life in England in
the Olden Times, by the author of the Schonberg-
Cotta Family.

Familiar Talks to Boys, by Rev. John Hall, D.D.

Faire Gospeller, The; Mistress Anne Askew, by the
author of Mary Powell.

Finland Family; or Fancies Taken for Facts, by Susan
Peyton Cornwall.

Hen: Wi{,lrl'rd, or the Value of Right Principles, by C. M.

TOW! e,
Household of Sir Thomas Moore, by the author of Mary
Powell.
H.pe; Land, or Willie, The Orphan, by the author of
nely Lilly.
Half-Hours in the Tiny World—Wonders of Insect Life.
With 100 Illustrations.
l‘rodhlﬁwrenca, or the World College, by Margaret E.
er.
Frank Forrest, or the Life of an Orphan Boy, by David
M. Stone.

g of
Little Boots, by Jennie Harrison,
| Lucy’s Life Story, by the Author of Lonely Lilly.
Lonely Lilly, by the anthor of Twice Found, ete.
| Little Nan ; or, a Living Remembrance, by the author of
Lonely Lilly.
| Layman's Story, A; or the Experience of John Laicus
and his Wife in a Country Pansh, by Lyman Abbott.
Minnie Carleton, by Mary Belle Bartlett.
Mary Osborne, by Jacob Abbott.
)hnil;e;.‘ by C. C. Fraser Tytler, author of Jasmine
i

gh.

Nelly's Dark Days, by Hesba Stretton.

On Both Sides of the Sea ; a story of the Commonwealth
and the Restoration, by the author of the Schonberg-
Cotta Family. .

01d Back Room, The, by Jennie Harrison.

Polly and Winne. A story of the Good Samaritan, by the
author of Lonely Lilly, ete.

Russell Family, The, by Anna Hastings.

Syrian Home Life, by Rev. H. H. Jessup, D.D

Starling, The, by Norman Macleod.

Tom Burton, or the Better Way,

Toil and Trust, or the Life Story of Patty, by M. E. L.

Balfour.
Twice Found, by the author of Lonel Lilli.
Victory of the Vanquished. A story ol the First Century,
by the author of Schonberg-Cotta Family.
Wonderful Life. A life of Christ, by Hesba Stretton.
l Wandering May, by the author of Lonely Lilly, &e.

— -—oe -

ECONOMICAL 8. §. LIBRARIES,

A. 50 vols., 16mo, net to Sunday Schools, $24 50.
C. 40 vols., 16mo, net to Sunday Schools, $18 50.

&& They will be put up in same style as Library B, in neat case, with catalogues. Send for Catalogue,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 and 80 King Street East,

Toronto, Canada,

AND AT
Methodist Book Rooms, Montreal, P.Q., and Halifax, N.S.

Su
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES.

NEer Prices,
Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nog, 1 and 2, each ......... ARRESE CRrsbaNES $0 56
Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nos. 3, 4, and 5, each .. 0 45
Anniversary Dialogues. By Mrs. R. P. Hopper. Price ........ ooveureronnnn. 015
Anniversary Speaker, First and Second series, each ... 0 60
ANIVEIIALY CHBITE svorssnss. sisssntontansss, davstonsrarsvesssomts 0 60
First Reading Book for Sunday Schools. Paper, per dozen . 0 65
Second Reading Book. Per dozen.............ce......... 0 95

Kirton's Standard Temperance Reciter. Boards ...
Kirton’s Standard Sunday School Reciter. Boards
Kirton's Standard Band of Hope Reciter. Boards
Librarian’s Account Book |
Secretary’s Minute Book ....
8. 8. Reciter. Cloth ..
8. 8. Speaker. Cloth ...ueeueereeee.
Sunday School Anniversary Book ...
Sunday School Celebration Book
Sunday School Class Book. Per dozen
Sunday School Class Book. New design. So arranged that the names need

SoocoooOoCoCCoe
>
(=3

only be written once. Cloth, per dozen ...............ccoeeervrureennnnnns 1 50
Sunday School Register ........ Ve SURNSRIVAEREAR SNAR LY oNDd 0 50
8. 8. Anniversary Exercise. Each . 0 06
Buniduy Boto0l BPORMKEE o i svarssst sostaasstiosssseisnesiossasnres sasas) oo issrnsrase 0 60

CATECHISMS.
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, per dozen 0 26
Methodist Catechism. No. 2, per dozen ............... 0 60
Methodist Catechism. No. 3, per dozen ........ceceeees 076
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, 2, and 3, bound in 1 vol ............... 0 26

REWARD CARDS, TICKETS, AND BOOKS,.
Sunday School Reward Tickets. Per gross . . weccvevvvvsveasnnnreeessessnns 0 124
Sunday School Reward Cards. Per package, from 15¢ each ...................
Sunday School Reward Books. In packages, containing 48, 24, 16, 12, and
6 books., Varying in size, according to number in package. Illus-
trated. Por packagt iosessssssnsrsen: sosssosnirsssnsavirasionsasssscssrinssanes 035
Sunday School Reward Books. In packages containing 12 books............. 015

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS,
In large print, which can be read at a distance of thirty feet. DMiounted on
cloth and varnished with ring and roller, all ready for hanging up,
04 by 21 Inohol . seseusisssssasssornsaveves SRS ERRTAC AR EARA A BOR N Pere b3 LU 0 60
Per mail, pre-paid.... .. .. 0 656
UBMOGBEA. coerrvsarssonsasrisaspossposmnssssiss wisssosnasssnpassss 010

THE LORD'S PRAYER.
In large print, similar to the Ten Commandments. Mounted on cloth......... 0 60
Per mail, pro-paithicecsessssssssssssssssisessoninsesss snesssssassssisssssnnssrsns . 065
Unmounteossves sissessssssarnsasssrisvorrsisensissss 010

MAPS.
New Map of Bible History, containing Travels of the Patriarchs from the
East of Canaan; and of the Apostles in Asia Minor and Greece.
Route of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan. Ancient Jerusalem
and its Environs. Travels of the Apostle Paul, in Asia Minor,
Macedonia, &e. Bible Lands and parts of the Ancient World. Canaan,
or Promwed Land, divided among the twelve tribes. Palestine, or
the Holy Land, illustrating the New Testament. Five feet five inches
by four feet seven inches in size, mounted on cotton, with rings, roller,
B0, PHIOB.sssissrennnssas ssssnnensasarss ssssnusnsetais soraiee sesssasssensesseess $b 00

I ——




Atlas of Scripture Geography, containing 16 maps, with questions on each
map. Price ..o T P PP PTTIRD I TL L

Case’s Bible Atlas, needed in studying the S. 8. Lessons.............cooe von o

INFANT CLASS PICTURE OBJECT LESSONS.

The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, each 33 by 46 inches in size. Illus-
trated in colours. Bold, beautiful type. Printed on good paper.
Price, per year, $4.40; per quarter, $1.10. ‘Will serve a class of any
size for a year. May be profitably used in mission schools, and for
general review in all schools. Every infant class in the country should
have a copy. On account of the size it is excluded from the mails, we
are therefore obliged to Express them at the subscriber’s expense.

Large Bible Pictures. Beautifully coloured. Per dozen ............coeveesr

SABBATH SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS.

Each. Per. dos.
]

3 00

Sabbath-school Wave, board covers, 0 50 00
Sabbath-school Organ, i 050 500
Sabbath-gchool Harmonium,* 0 35 3 00
Sabbath-school Harp, 4 0 40 4 60
Good as Gold, i 0 35 3 00
Joy and Gladness #* 0 35 3 60
Welcome Tidings, o 0 35 3 60
Wreath of Praise, i 0 35 3 60
Songs of Salvation, ¥ we D SD 3 60
Jasper and Gold, “ 0 35 3 60
The Crown, “ 0 35 3 60
White Robes, “ 0 35 3 60
The Hymnary, “ 0 50 3 60
Brightest and Best, o *5 0 35 4 80
The New Song, “ 0 50 5 40
Winnowed Hymns, o 0 30 3 60
Crown of Life, “ 0 35 3 60
New Joy Bells, “ 0 35 3 60
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Paper,... ... .. 030 300
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Cloth, 0 45 4 80
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Paper,... 0 30 3 00
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth, 045 480
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Song, 0 30 3 50

... 1,2, & 3. Cloth,... 100 10 00

TEMPERANCE MUSIC BOOKS.

Temperance Jewels, i 80 35 $3 60
Canadian Musical Fountain, " 0 35 3 60

COMPANION, OR WORDS ONLY.
Sabbath-school Wave,
Sabbath-school Organ, i

Sabbath-school Harmonium,

Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Paper,...

Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Cloth,

Songs of Love and Mercy.  Paper,...

Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth,

Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. Paper, ...

Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. Cloth,

Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. 1, 2, & 3, Cloth,

Address,

15

05

o000 O0OCOO
-
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WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East,
TORONTO.
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Heroes of Christian History.
A SERIES OF POPULAR BIOGRAPHIES

By ¥minent English and American Authors,
IO BE ISSUED AT BRIEF INTERVALS,

12mo. Volumes. Bound in Cloth. 78 Cents Each,
NOW READY. John xnox’

William Wilberforce, BY THE REV. WILLIAM M. TAYLOR, D.D.,
BY THE REV. JOHN STOUGHTON, D.D. of New York.

Author of *“ Homes and Haunts of Luthe d His’tnry sngs
of Religion in England " ete. w‘lhﬂm CBrey,
BY THE REV. JAMES CULROSS, D.D.
Henry Martyn, ' i e

BY THE REV. CHARLES D. BELL, M.A., D.D., Robert Hall,

Honorary € f Carlisle, o ;TR PP
CERSY Chlion F URE e, il Bactor of BY THE REV. E. PAXTON HOOD.

Philip Doddridge, Fletcher of Madeley,

Al THE REV. CHARLES STANFORD, D.D, ‘\ BY THE REV. F. W. MACDONALD.
uthor of ** Joseph Alleine,” “ Homilies on Christian 2
ork } John Wycliffe,

T0 BE ISSUED. BY REV. JAMES FLEMING, B.D.
Stephen Grellet, ‘ Thomas Chalmers,
BY THE REV. WILLIAM GUEST, F.G.S., i BY THE REV. DONALD FRASER, D.D.
Richard Baxter, Jonathan Edwards,
BY THE REV. G. D. BOYLE, M.A. BY THE REV. H. SINCLAIR PATERSON, M.D.

A series of short biographies of men eminent in religious history, by write s of recognized ability.
Popular in style, trustworthy, and comprehensive, and dealing with the most interesting characters
and events in the story of the Christian Church, The series will condense, in entertaining form,
the essential facts of the great body of religious literature, and will have special value for the large
class anxious for information touching these great men, but unable, by reason of limited leisure or
means, to read more elaborate works,

Speaking of the series, the Pliladelphia S. §. T'imes, of Nov. 6, says :—* It is seldom that we
are able to record a more interesting list of subjects and writers,”

Speaking of the volume on Wilberforce, the Chicago Standard, of November 11, says :—The
book is remarkably well written ; worthy in that respect to rank with the best of the already fam-
ous series (English Men of Letters) to which we have several times referred. We shall welcome
the succeediug volumes with real delight, as will those who are at once so fortunate and so wise as
to secure them as they appear.”

N. Y. Observer, Nov. 4, says of Wilberforce :—* Dr. Stoughton has chosen a mnoble subject,
which he treats with a sympathetic comprehension of its true greatness,”

The Paper World for November says :—*“ A publishing enterprise which ought to prove a great
success. The volumes, which in forin are neat and compact, and sell at the very low price of 75
cents each, are designed to be popular in style, trustworthy and comprehensive in matter, and will
deal with the most interesting characters and events which figure in the development of the Chris-
tian Church. The Wilberforce volume seems to have been carefully and impartially written, and
it is very pleasant reading. We can cordially recommend it.”

The above are but samples of a vast number of opinions of the press which it would be impos-
sible for us to republish.

Avoress,  WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 AND 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO;
or, Montreal Book Room, 3 Bleury Street, Montreal, P.Q.

“THE LESSON CALENDAR.”

Every Sunday-school teacher will want to glve to his or her scholars * The Lesson Calendar” for 1881, It
is something entirely new, and will do much to s>cure lesson study at home, Hauging upon the wall of a
scholar’s room, it will be a daily reminder and help. The Lesson Calendar is in the farm of a pi
coutaining 52 leaves—one leaf for each wi of the year. On each leat stands oat nrominently the
month, days of the weik, and days of the month, There are also glven the Home Reading reach day,the
M.mory Verses of the lesson, a féw leading questions on the lesson, the Golden Text, and t1 Topicand Out-
line. The pad is lPrlwm upon a handsome cardboard bs  kground, which adds to the attractive ..ess of this new
scholar’s-help, ice by mall, prepald, 25 cents each.

Address—WM. BRIGGS, 78 and 80 King Street East, Toronto.




« For ready, handy, tersely-expressed and happily-chosen exposition, no 1",!)1/!’]'(1'!’[1/
priced Commentary we have met with can be compared with the Biblical Musewm.

THE BIBLICAL MUSEUM.

By James Comper Gray.

OLD TESTAMENT DIVISICN.

(To be completed in 8 vols)
Price, per vol. : cloth, $1.26 ; Roxburgh bunlm_rr..l..‘.o.

NEW TESTAMENT DIVISION.

Now Complete,
Price, per vol.: cloth, $1.25 ; Roxburgh binding, $1.35.
Volume I. Matthew and Mark.
Volume I1. Luke and John.

Volumes now ready.
Volume I. Genesis and Exodus.

Volume IT1. Acts and Romans, Volume 1I. Leviticus, Numbers, and Deut.
Volume 1V. Corinthians to Philemon. Volume I11. Joshua to Samuel
Volume V: Hebrews to Revelation. Volume IV. Kings and Chronicles.
With copious index to the & vols, Volume V. Ezra to Job.

SoLD SEPARATELY OR IN SETS.

BLACKBOARDS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

LapiLiNuy, or Prepared Blackboard Cloth, 46 inches wide, and any length desived,
PRICE $2 00 NET PER VARD,
Recommended and used by * Crafts ” and all the leading Blackboardists. SampLe Freg,
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO ; or
MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, 3 BLEURY ST., MONTREAL.

5( Gold Chromo, Marble, Snowflake, Wreath, Scroll, BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY

Motto, &e  Cards, with name onall, 10c. Agent's Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Chure m-
complete outfit, 60 samples, 10c. Heavy gold-plated :{“nlh {Tlll Alary nm- »u l 'l
ring for club of 10 names. Globe Card Co., Northford, VARRA ), Catal

$ VANDUZEN & TIFT Clncmnlh.

Conn.

1880 BEATTY'S 186L

HOLIDAY CREETING. EAWY

SOLD DIRECT TO ; One prlce CABINET ORGANS.

THE PUBLIC. CHURCH, CHAPEL & PARLOR.

EATTY

PIANO-FORTES.

GRANDSQUARE & UPRIGHT.
Bestand sweutcst toned lratrumeuls in the World

o n“ ells, 0 mll Rets or
©s 1O

\1\{&\
TEST 4 M| | 9

on, 1o SLo)
n\\m-um( nnll unnu perfect

ne
sout $400, Lo \h pr rice (having no neents)
n,nuur boxed & shipped Ouly 85,

I'lnlldny Greeting, Order now for Christmas and
cars Presents, Dont wait till the very last moment,

5 830 640 S50 855 800865 $75 $85
00.2 Lo 32 stops Plan 5 $125 to $1,600.

0. 5,000, A mmmmcem Org 14 Stops, 4 Set Reeds, only,
}so 700, A netreed ‘Stops, $G8, Warranted.

£5 LATEST ILLUSTRATED anwm'p

= with beautiful Steel Plate Engreving, Se Free

= Thosedesiring to ﬂ'" rchaseare requested to vlm.my factory

here und relmtt 0 hm"lment in pﬂnn
ar &

@ Bo sure to write me for C

Address orcallon DANIELF. BEATTY Waohlngton, New Jeraey.

o easud®
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A BOOK FOR THE TIMES:

TESTIMCNY OF THE AGES;

CONFIRMATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES.
By the Eminent Scholar and Popular Writer,
Rev. HERBERT W, MORRIS, D. D.,
Author of # Work Days of God ; o, Scicuoe and the Bible,” &0
A new and massive work, eontaining nearly §000 distiuct
eonfirmations of the trath, and historical accuracy of whout 8500

f Seripture; uthe
Pascriptions. Fey ptian Hierogly phics, Chaidean Tablets, Anclens
in: and Bculptures, from the ruins of veh and Babylon,
from Anclent and Modern Literature, History, Science, Philoser
hy, and Poetry, the whole forming

ARG ll
Ill.ﬂ Dl‘ ACTS,
SURY OF ILLUSTRATIONS,

@ concentration of the "xhluf ull ngm m fllumine God's Word,
Ver valuable to Sundo ers, Ministers and al
Biblico Students whose —BIsHOP BINFSON.

Will do good service ew York.
An tnvaluable thesaurus.~ Rev. kw, D. 1., Philad's.
Effectual antidote to th jom. o/ tAe day.—MINIBTERIAL

AssociaTion ov Rocnwsrx
Will strengthen our faith in God's Word, and greatly inlarge
©wr knowledge as to ita scope and bearing —Bisnop STRVENS,
Contains much that is very valuable—Puxs. PORTER, of Yale,
Every Pastor, every Sunday-School Teacher, every
Student, and every reader of the Bible, should
have a copy of this invaluable work,
Published in one MAGNIFICENT VOLUMN. mn
fng 1000 Roval Octavo pages, with more than 100
several of them from full-page Steel Plates of the
ton. Full Index. Four styles of binding, Prices low.
for full Desoriptive Clrcula ENTQWANTED, tabeve
e

Commissions. Large Sale

J. €. MeCU Y &« Publishers,
vhiladelphia, Pa.; Clnelunati, 0.5 Chlengeo, 11, or 94 lmvﬂ Mo

\'ht OND HAND and New 8. 8. Libraries bought,
sold, nud exchanged. C. W. BarNrs Washington

8t. Chiengo, 111,

The New England Conservatory

fa the oldest in the country, ard the largest Musio

School in the world.
Tt employ! wA FINISIIED seventy-five

Emivent Professors
Im~ had over 25,000 Pupils, & enjoys a reputation
unequalled for furnizhing

a Complete Education
m the very lowest rates.
$15 parvs for 20 lessons, with collateral advantages

amounting to 145

musical |1|-_EDIICA.I I IION.\\ ructiony
without ex: tra charge.
Pupils_in the (‘nnm-rv.nmry course ma ursue
int n-(.rc'" Muniml t‘n re 6
1 RANCHES

l\fl"J
Send 105 menu e 24 FOLILJLE.MIAMCLINI UoELum

5 Chromog, name in ne \\(\]w 10¢. by mail. 40 Agts.
Samples, 100, U, 8. CARD Co., Northford, Ct.

by sendingfor our 3
containing 280 Lliustrativns; eomblncd
with Catalozue and Prico List of ou
Human Halr ioads, embracing Switches
Curls, Street and Stage Wigs, Halrodew
clry, etes vallllulnnﬂnmnﬂnld sty let
in Lavisible Front Coilfy o beat
and mostcomplele work fn ity nnn.. r
pubith ' 8 No Ludy and ne
Mate b g

5 Mailed by AU

N Y. n reecipt of 10e In stampss  Goods see i

v-'(l‘rnllr.e of returning,

READY FOR USE.NO
BLACKBOARD REQUIF

GOLORED DESIG

SPRINGER'S fOR BLACKBOARD,
TRANSFER DESIGNS, iosmonyeoet o

é“t;cnr“"‘:‘, RAYON," FOR 5.5.SUPT. ONLY.

PREPARED EXPRESSLY FOR THE

INTERNATIUNAL SUNDAY SEHOOL LESSONS.

jor jell.deseriplive Qreal

B PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO.
e 34 PEARL ST.. PROVIDENGE r\.,

5 All Lithoxrni hel Chromo Carde, vo 2 alike, 10¢.
Agts. big Outfit, e, Globe Card Co.,Northford,Ct

J. ESTiEY&CD

BRATTLEBORO VT.

Send postal for frec Illustrated € ululm.'m

Gold, Silver, Landscape, Chromo, &e.,
case, with name 10e.

i
i
I
E

All Gold, Chromo and ln\hw'rnu:lnl ‘ards, (no two
alike,) with Name, 10¢ ¥
Game of Authors,

3 Autograph Album, 20c.
CrinToN BroTries. Clintonville, Conn,

That Acts at the Same Time on

The Liver, the Bowels and the Kidnays.

These great organs are the natural cleans.
ers of the syste |. ll'llmywﬂlk well, health
will be perfe: they become rlnggcd.
dreadful diseases url- sure to follow with

TERRIBLE SUFFERING.
Biliousness, Headache, Dyspepsia, Jaun-
dice, Constipation and Piles, or Kid-

ney laint (xlrnvel,'“ bet:
or Rheumatic Pains and Aches,
are developed because the blood 18 poisoned
with the humors that should have been
expelled naturally.
KIDNEY-WORT
will resiore the healthy action and all these
lestroying evils will be banished ; neglect
them and you will live hut to sufTer,
Thousands have been cured. ‘Try itand you
willadd one more to the number, Tuake it
and health willonce more gladden your Licart,
le snlrrlnm from (he torment ofan. Aemnlnull

Kmmvv ‘Worr will cure you. Try a pnc
age at once and be ratisf

Ttis a dry vegeiable r'nmpmmd and
One Package makes six quarts of Medicine,

Your Druggist has it, or will get it for
you. Insistupon having it. Price,¥1.00,

WELLS, RICRARDSON & €0., Proprictors,
1O Wilwndpostpait)  Burlington, Vt.

N e, N i N N

cards, in
E. H. Pardee, Fairhaven, Ct.

ntion Cards, 10e.;
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THE WORLD'S HOPE, !

A New Series of

ELEGANT SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES,

COMPRISING @

Roll Of I._I Onour’ 20 x 22 inches, and containing spaces for

seventy-five names.

Certificate of Enrolment, i!x®

inches.

A Cal”d Of Welcome, an elegant Steel Engraving.

In this series the fact that the Bible, the Church, the Sunday School, and the
Christian Press are The World’s Hope, is expressed in a most unique design, con-
sisting of twelve beautiful viguettes, grouped artistically around a striking likeness
of Robert Raikes, and illustrating the first century of Sunday Schools. For appro
priateness, elegance, and cheapness, the entire series has never been equalled. Their
proper use cannot fail to add largely to every interest of the Sunday School. ..

The Sunday Congress, held at Youngstown, Ohio, December 11 to 14, 1880,
unanimously adopted the following report, signed by Rev. C. N. Sims, D.D., Chan-
cellor of Syracuse University ; Lewis Miller, Esq., of Akron, Ohio ; and Rev. F. A,
Auxchibald, of Cleveland, Ohio.

We have carefully examined these publications, and heartily recommend
them as possessing the following merits :

1. They are appropriately designed.

2. They are beautifully executed.

3. They are admirably adapted to the purpose for which they are intended.

4, They are inexpensive,

The tollowing endorsement speaks for itself: “1 commend this new, artistic,
and practical device for winning, retaining, and improving our Sunday School pupils.

“Younestown,iDecemver 14, 1880.° «J. . H. VINCENT.
LIST OF iPRICESJ|

Roll of Honour ...............per copy . $0 25 | COMPLETE [SET-

Do, veverereeeen. 100 copies .. 25 00 | Roll of Honour 1copy ... 0%
Certificate of Enrolment ... 10 ** ... 1 Certiticate of Enrolment ... 75 copies... 9 76
Cards of Welcome . . 10 .. 050 | Cards of Welcome 100 copies... 3 00

Do. . « 26 W 100
.. b0 e
...100 ... 300 | Sample Set, prepaid by mail

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 and 8O King Ntreet Enst,

’ TORONTO, Ont.
%Q_Wﬁ%mé%%%%%mm
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God’s Love.

(Prom our New Hymn Book.)

The following hymn, by Faber, should be repeated often |

and pondered carefully :—
TueRrE's & wideness in God's mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea ;
There's a kindness in His justice,
Which is more than liberty.

There’s no place where earthly sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven ;
There’s no place where earthly failings
Have such kindly judgment given,

Por the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind ;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind,

But we make His love too narrow
By false limits of our own ;

And we magnify His strictness
With a zeal He will not own.

Pining souls ! come nearer Jesus 3
Come, but come not doubting thus,
Oome with faith that trusts more freely

His great tenderness for us,

If our love were but more simple,
We should take Him at His word ;

And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.

Montreal to thy Froat Agziin.

[We have pleasure in quoting from
Dr. Sutherland’s Missionary Notes the
following tribute ‘to the noble mission.

WGt
[eoeie

FEBRUARY,

[No. 2.

881.

ary enthusiasm of our Sunday-schools in
| the city of Montreal. —Ep,]

It is known to many of our friends
| that it has boen the custom in Montreal,
| for many years past, for all the Metho.
dist Sunday-schools in the city and
suburbs to assemble in the Centre
Church on New Year's Day, when a
report of Missionary contributions is
read, and brief addresses delivered. The
occasion is one of deep interest, and has
| kindled in_the schools an enthusiasm in
regard to Mission work that finds expres-
sion in givings more liberal than in any
other part of the Dominion. Last Sunday
the schools assembled as usual, and in the
course of the day the following telegram,
to which we give the place of honour
in the Missionary column, reached the
Mission Rooms :
“ Montreal, Jan, 1st, 1881,

“To the Rev. Dr. Sutherland.

“Montreal Juvenile Offerings, three
thousand one hundred and twenty dollars,
J Increase, three hundred dollars, Greet-
| ings.

“J. J. McLAREN.”

Right nobly done ! Last year the giv-
ings of these schools averaged more than
a dollar for every pupil on the rolls, and
now there is another advance of three
hundred dollars.  What a pity that in
other large centres like Toronto, Ham-
ilton, ete., supineness or locl Jjealousies
should prevent similar gatherings and
similar resulis.
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t of the Methodl t Church
of Canada.
Christian Guardian, 8 pp. folio, weekly....ve $2 00
Methodist Magazine, 96 pp. 8vo., monthly.... 200
§ 8. Banner, 32 pp, 8vo., monthly ... .07

6 to 15 copi 0 65
060

Authorized P

Over 156 copies,. ...« .
8. 8. Seholar’s Quarterly ciines 008
Quarterly Rev jew Service. By the year, 20
eents a dozen ; §2.00 per hundred ; per
quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; 80 cents per 100,
Pleasant Hours, 8 pp. 4to., Semi-monthly, when
less than 20 copies.
20 to 40 copies. ...
40 copies and upwards ... .
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month.....oue
Sunbeam, Semi-monthly, for little folks, when
less than 25 copies .
25 copies and UPWATAS ..ovoernranines
By the new Postal Law, the Postage must be prepaid
at the Office of mailing,
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.

@he Sunday School Banner.

Rev. W. H. WITHROW, M.A., EDITOR.

Per youTinclnMn;
Postage.

Address,

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1881

N

Church Libraries. |

We are glad to learn that the library of
the Metropolitan Sunday-school in this city |
has been thrown open to the congregation |
as well as to the school. Onevery Wednes- |
day evening, before or after the week-
night service, books may be exchanged.
The library is being so extended as to
have a large number of books of special
interest to adult readers. The advantages
of this course are manifold. A large
amount of high-class reading is brought

within the reach of the congregation. The
readers will also be brought into closer
sympathy ¥ ith the Sunday-school and its
operations. Funds for the purchase of
books will be much more readily
obtained, if adults as well as the young
folk divectly reap
it. The small sum of &1 from say 100
families would purchase say 100 of the best
and newest books in the market, and each

family for that small sum would have the |
advantage of the $100 worth of new books. |
We commend the plan to our schools in |

the advantage of |

THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

other places. 1t will also, besides the in-
teilectual and moral benefits it will con-
fer, be another means of bringing the
members of the Church and congregation,
who often have but slight acquaintance
with each other, into more friendly
social relations, and into warmer sympa-
thy with Church work and with its week-
night and social services.

et

A Card of Thanks.

Taar generous young lady of the Hamil-
ton Female College, who for the last year
has been sending to my address, in memory
of a sainted mother, 2 copies of the Guar-
dian, 6 copies of . S. DANNER, and 6
copies of Pleasant Hours, will rejoice to
know that many a worthy settler and his
family on these western prairies have oft-
times been cheered and made glad by the
distribution of these Christian messengers.

Many, many thanks to our unknown
benefactor. Will not others do likewise
for 18817 Many are without reading
matter of any kind, and would be thank-

| ful for any ray of sunshine to cheer their

homes. Tros. LAWSON.

Rapid City, Dec. 21st.

Tn connection with the above we would
say that if any of our Schools having a
gurplus stock of papers, or any library
books which they can spare, will send
| them to the Editor of the BANNER, at the
| Methodist Book Room, Toronto, we will
| be happy to send them to such places as
“dc,scril)ed by Bro. Lawson, our energetic
Missionary at Rapid City. Many such
| places have been helped by the S. S
Board, Applications for these grants
must be signed by the minister of the
Circuit. We have just received a paveel
of books from (ialt. Others have been
anonymously sent. We shall be happy
[ to receive more. These books are dis
tributed by a local committee of the 8. X
| Board, consisting of Rev. Dr. Potts, W.
Kennedy, Esq., Mreasurer of the Board,
and the Editor of the BaxNer,  We trust
that no School will fail to take up the one
collection enjoined by the Discipline for
helping in the good work of sending books
and papers to the poor Schools in the nev
settlements which need such aid.
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Tue slave melody on the last page is { WE give in this number of the BasxEr

that to which the Jubilee Singers sang | a

their exquisite “Steal Away to Jesus,”
which brought tears to the eyes of Her
Majesty the Queen, «nd so profoundly
affected their audiences everywhere. The
words are as follows, the refrain repeating
after each verse :—
REFRAIN,
Steal away, steal away,
Steal away to Jesus ;
Steal away, steal away home,
I haint got long to stay here.
1. My Lord calls me,
tie calls me by the thunder;
The Trumpet sounds it in my soul,
I haint got long to stay here.
2. Green trees are bending,
Poor sinners stand trembling,
The Trumpet, ete,
3. My Lord calls me,
He calls me by the lightning, ete.
4. Tombstones are bursting,
Poor sinners are trembling, etc.
S ——

Tue Toronto 8. S. Teachers' Central
Normal Class for 1881 is in successful
operation with a large number of mem-
bers. The course extends to the end of
May, and includes such subjects as the
Structure, Canon and Versions of the
Bible; its Geography, History, Chrono-
logy, Manners and Customs, Evidences
and Inspiration ; its Doctrines and In-
stitutions, etc. These subjects are treated
by such competent conductors as Principal
Caven of Knox College, the Revs, Geo,
Cochran, J, Kirkpatrick, F. H., Wal-
lace, and Dr. Parsons, Vice-Chancellor
Blake, L. C. Peake, Jas, Hughes and Dr.
Willmott. The practical work of 8. §.
management forms the subject of several
evenings’ study, under the guidance of J,
8. Hughes, Inspector of the Public Schools
of Toronto. The mestings are held every
Thursday evening at the Dental College,
Richmond Street, Toronto, We hope that
similar classes will be organized in all our
towns and cities,

Tur Book-Steward has brought out a
very elegant S. S, Lesson List, giving the
Topic, ete., for every Sunday in the
year; neatly printed on a long-slip
folded in the middle for & book-mark.
They are sold at 50 cents per hundred,

map of Palestine in the time of our
Lord.  We are persuaded that if the

| Lessons be studied with frequent reference
| to the map, it will impart to them much
| greater interest, and make them much
| more clearly comprehended.

Our friends will be glad to learn that

| & mew Bunday-school hymn-hook, made
|

up largely from the new larger hymn-book,
with the addition of a number especially
suited for week-night and revival services,
has been prepared and is now passing
through the press. A new tune-book is
also being printed, which will contain
music suitable for all the hymns of both
the larger and smaller hymn-book.

WE beg to tender our thanks to the
genial editor of the Halifax Wesleyan, for
his kind commendation of our Connex-
ional Sunday-school literature and Maga-
zine. All of these periodicals have a large
and growing circulation in the eastern
provinces, and we believe have the effect
of making us feel more and more that,
though geographically scattered, we are
yet, as the Methodist Church of Canada,
a closely united whole.

W are both glad and sorry to say that
although we printed a much larger edition
than we ever did before of the January
number of the BANNER, yet the whole
edition was exhausted early in the first
week of the month. We are glad because
of the growing influence and popularity
and usefulness of the BANNER ; we are
sorry for the disappointment of those who
failed to secure the January number, We
80 to press with a still larger edition of
the February number, and hope to supply
every demand made upon us,

I is a significant fact that nine mem.-
bers of the newly elected City Council of
Toronto—the Mayor of the city and eight
Aldermen—-are Sunday School Superin-
tendents, and several others are active
Sunday School workers, They will be
able to discuss the 8. S. Lesson when
public business fails. The affairs of the

city will not be the less well looked after
because these men, while diligent in busi-
ness, are fervent in spirit, in secular as
well as sacred matters seeking to serve
the Lord.
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Morg READING MATTER IN “ PLEASANT
Hours.”—In response to geveral requests
for more reading matter in this increas-
ingly popular juvenile pericdical, it will
henceforth contain about one-eighth more
matter than heretofore, in the same-sized
type, without any jncrease of price. This
chango has been received with great
favour, and subscriptions are coming in
remarkably well. The number for January
has an account by the Editor of his visit
to Windsor Castle, with a large and a
smaller engraving. Also the first of his
papers on Scenes and Events in Canadian
History. 1t gives & portrait of Jacques
Cartier, the discoverer of Canada, and
records the stirring events of his remark-
able career, Every Canadian boy and girl
should know all about him. The Puzzle
Department is also received with much
favour.

—e

Our new Lesson Help, the Canadian
Scholar's Quarterly, is received with very
great favour, and promises to become ex-
ceedingly popular. 1t is one of the cheap-
est and best helps extant—only two cents
a quarter, or eight cents a year. The Les-
gon Hymns from our new Hymn Book
are highly appreciated. Some superin-

tendents say that they often spend two
hours in selecting suitable hymns to en-
Here they

f.roe or illustrate the lesson.
ara already selected for them, and placed

in the hands of every scholar using the
Quarterly. Specimens sent free. Send

for one.
The first large edition was completely

exhausted before the beginning of the
year, and another edition hias been sent
So great has bean the increase
of business at our publishing establish-

to press.

ment that our presses, including a large
new one, worth some $4,000, have been
working day and night ; and the Book
Steward and clerks of the establishment
every working day

have been employed
till 10 or 11 at night.

e

A st cheaper Lesson Help is the
They |
give the Verses, (Golden Text, Questions
Keferences, and
Quarterly,
but do not give the Lesson Hymns, Map,

Berean Leaves—Db} cents a year.

on the Lesson, Bible
Catechism Questions, like the

or Opeuing and Closing Exercises.

Book Rotices,

A Canadian in Europe. By the Rev. W. H.
Wirnkow, M.A. Cr. 8vo., Pp. 376, cloth
extra. Hunter, Rose & Co., and Wm. Briggs,
Toronto, !'rice $1.25.

The articles on travel in France, Italy,
Switzerland, Germany, Holland and Belginom,
Great Britain and lreland, which during the
last year have appeared in the pages of the
Canadion Methodist Magazine have been re-
ceived with such favour that the writer has
been urged to reprint them in book form. He
has done so, with copious additions, giving a
much more detailed narrative than the original
articles. The book is illustrated by 109 hand
some engravings, only part of which appeared
in the Magazine. 1t is got up in extra elegant
style, suitable for presents, is one of the hand-
somest specimens of book-making yet produced
in Canada, and is highly cnmmendex by the
Canadian Yrens. It is also suitable for Sunday-
schools. It is dedicated to Mr. John Mac
Adona'd, Missionary T'reasurer of the Methodist
Church of Canada. For sale at the Methodist
Book itonms, and all book stores. Will be sent
post free to Sunday-schools for §1 net.

Vick's Froran Guipe.—This work is before
ns, and those who gend 10 cents to James Viek,
Rochester, N.Y., for it will be disappointed.
Instead of getting a cheap thing, as the price
would seem to indicate, they will receive a very
handsome work of 112 pages, and perhaps 500
illustrations—not cheap, but elegant illustra-
tions, on the very best of calendered paper—and
as a set-off to the whole, & beautiful Coloured

Plate.

We had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Vick at

the Thonsand Island S. 8. Parliament, and was
delighted to find that he was an old Sanday
School Supe rintendent of. we think, some forty
years' standing; yet hale and hearty, full of
jife and energy, and at his post evesy Sunday.
We have every confid in re ding his
house as one of the most reliable on the con-
tinent.
«Tng Lorp's PRAVER is alarge and elegant
steel engraving suitable for School Rooms It
gives the prayer in very ornamental text; s
copy of Da Vinci's ** Last Supper,” and enlarged
heads of the figures in the latter, and other,ir:
teresting features. Price $1.25.

Just published, the practical work of Paint
ing Art Kssays, with Portrait of Rubens afte
Flameng, and a Chapter on Iitching, by Philip
nilbert Hamerton, author of The Intellectual
Life, and editor of The Portfolio. 8vo., paj#
covers, illustrated; price post-paid, 60 cents
For sale by bocksellers and newsdealers, or set!
hy the pub'ishe rs upon veceipt of priee. A °
Barnes & Co , 111 and 113 William St., N.Y.

We would call attention to the announce
ment on the cover of the January BANNERO
the Elegant Roll of Honour for commemoratin
the names of specially successful classes
scholars. It is in use in some of omr School
and is highly commended.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE.

FIRST QUARTER—STUDIES IN

FEBRUARY, 1==1.
i February 6°

A DS

LESSON VIL.—THE BOYH00D OF JESUS; or, Filled with Wisdom.

(JENERAL STATEMENT.

The infant Saviour is hidden from the hate of King Herod by a timely flight into Egypt, and
thence, after the tyrant's death, is taken to the early home of his mother in Galilee. There, at
Nazareth, he passes the years of quiet, natural growth; as a child, playing in the carpenter
shop of Joseph, or listening to the 0Old Testament tales from the lips of his mother; as a boy,
waudering among the Galilean hills and worshipping in the village synagogue. At the age of
gwelve he accompanies the caravan of pilgrims to the feast of the passover in Jerusalem. For
the first time he looks upon the holy city, centre of Jewish thought and reverence, with its
lofty walls, its countless towers, and its places of hallowed memory. Standing amid the wor-
shippers iu the temple, he listens to silver trumpets accompanying the choral songs of a thousand

the great altar,

riests ; he looks up from the court to where the bloody sacrifice lies smoking;

ge sees the Holy Place lifting its lofty front against the sky. The thought of his own nature
and work and destiny begins to dawn dimly upon his soul ; and when the week of the feast is
ended, and the throngs disperse to their homes, he is held by a strange fascination, and tarries
within his Father's house. A day of the homeward journey passes before his absence is missed,
and then with anxious heart his mother and Joseph return to the city. For two days they seek
among the streets and places of their stay during the feast, and then the{) turn toward the
temple. Here, at last, on the third day, they find their son, sitting among the teachers of the
law, listening to their words, and asking questions which betoken a wondrous understanding in
one o young. In rep! jon, the child Jesus utters a sentence
which shows that the secret of his divine birth and vocation are already known to himself ; but
he meekly submits to the authority of his earthly guardians, and with them returns to the quiet
home in the country, there to grow up to his great mission, and to await the hour of God's call.
y and Pr

Luke 2. 40-33. Exp ical
[Memory Verses, 48-52.] * Verse 40.4The child. A term which in Seripture is applied
40 And the child grew, and | to any young person, from infancy to manhood. Grew. His
waxed strong i Bpirit, tilled | growth was nature), and without strange precocity of genius,
with wisdom ; and the grace | ag is evidenced by the fact that years afterward, his towns-
of God was upon him. people, who had grown up beside him, were astonis!
fame, and could not believe him to be the Messiah.
| spirit. Not with self-will and unchecked passions,
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit well-developed, harmonious character. Filled with wisdom.
of wisdom and ul“d"l:ﬂ“dh"l{. ﬂ;"e That is, jndﬁed by the standard of his years, he was not only
O eyl snd might, tae | well-informec, but also apt and judicious, Grace of God. He
of the Lord ; .n.f shall make him | was thoroughly and naturally a child, yet a holy child, growing
%f quick understanding in the fear | up with love to God and interest in his word and work. ‘‘Tbe
of the Lord. | Gospel of the Infancy,” an apocryphal work written centuries
| after Christ's life on earth, stands in strong contrast with the
| simplicity of Scripture, by its legends of miracles wrought in
eath, and the child-
Nothing will show

hed at his

Isa. 11. 2, 8: The Spirit of the

| the divine origin of the trae Gospel
| with these puciile, man-made fictions.

41 Now his parents went | 41, 42. His parents. Joseph, as well as Mary, is 80 named
Yo Jerusalem every year ab because appearing in the community a8 his guardian and foster-
the feast of the passover. father. ent to Jerusalem. The law o Moses called upon
all the adult males to go to the temple three times in each year,

mﬁﬁfuﬂi }lf:‘»l:zw::‘j“"’:rm‘ “"‘i'}; | at the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles : but those
e fiime_appointed of the month | from a distance attended the Passover only. Women and boys
Ahib; for in 1t thou camest out | under twelve were not required to be resent, but their coming
l':om Exyps. Le\'.h‘l-‘lﬁ 5+ In the | was regarded as an act of piety. 1. fothers are wise who 8¢
“".m‘:‘m; w (“’,""pi“::::“’““‘ » \ their sons an exampls of attendance upon God's house. Feast
i of the Passover. The word festival would be more acourate
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42 And when he was twelve
years old, they went up to
Jerusalem after the cu:tom of
the feast.

43 And when they had ful-
filled the days, as they re-
turned, the child Jesus tarried
behind in Jerusalem ; and
Joseph and his mother knew
not of it,

44 But they, supposing him
to have been in the company,
went a day's journey; and
they sought him among their
kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found
him not, they turned back
sgain to Jerusalem, seeking
him,

46 And it came to pass,
that after three days they
found him in the temple, sit-
ting in the midst of tge doc-
tors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions,

47 And all that heard him
were astonished at his under-
standing and answers,

Matt. 7. 28, 20: The people were
astonished at his doctrine ; for he
taught them as one having author-
ity, and not as the scribes. Luke
4.92, 82: All bare him witness, and
wondered at the gracious words
which proceeded out of his mouth.
....They were astonished at his
doctrine : for his word was with
power. John 7. 46: Never man
spake like this man,

48 And when they snw him

40 And he said unto them,

since the services lasted seven days, and were held with a solemn
joy, commemorating the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, and
the ““passing over” of the houses of the people, when the first-
born were slain. The peple ate unleavened bread during the
week, and on the great day of the feast partook of a lamb, which
was killed and roasted for the occasion. Twelve years old.
The age at which a Jew became ‘“‘a son of the law,” and was
expected to observe its regulations, Christ now began his course
of blameless and perfect obedience as a part of his redemptive
work. Up to Jerusalem. So expressed because the capital
was among the most elevated cities in the land, standing 2,700
feet above the sea-level. Fulfilled the days, The feast began
on the evening before the 14th of Nisan, which was the great day
when the Passover was eaten, but religious services and general
festivities continued for a week afterward. The slain lamb, the
sprinkled blood, and the solemn exercises of those seven days
could not fail to impress the mind of the youthful Jesus, and
may have awakened within him the consciousness of his own
destiny. As they returned. After the services of the temple
even the holiest of all families must return to the carpenter-shoj
and the cottage-home. 2 We have duties in secular life as well
as spiritual. Tarried behind. In the rush and pressure of
the throng a separation was easy, and the parents felt less
anxiety on account of the trustworthiness of the Son. 3. Happy
is that mother whose children are drawn to God’s house as the
place of their affection.

44, 45. Supposing him....in the company. The cara-
van may have been a large one, travelling together for safety,
A day’s journey. Perhaps ten or fifteen miles from Jerusalem.
‘Turned back. Searchingalong the line of their travel. Seek-
ing him, 4. We do not need to spend even a day in seeking
Christ, for when we turn toward him he turns toward us.

46, 47. After three days. This may mean either three
days from the time of their start, or from the beginning of their
search, In the temple. Probably in one of the porches of
the court of the women, where the rlﬁbinu were wont to expound
the law. Bitting in the midst. The teachers of the law,
called rabbins, sat'on a raised platform, with their disciples also
seated around tnem, and the people in general outeide the circle,
either sitting o standing, all permitted to ask ¢ :stions, which
the rabbi was expected to answer. Doctors. Teachers of the
law. Some of the greatest of the Jewish teachers lived at this
time, as Hillel, Simeon, and Gamaliel. Hearing and asking.
There was great liberty of questioning in these rabbinical lectures.
It was no intrusion for a spectator, or even a child, to propose
inquiries, All that heard. The audiences would be larger
than usual during the crowds of the Passover, and even after-
ward, since many remained to the feast of Pentecost, which was
fifty days later. Astonished at his understanding. They
saw in Jesus, not a pert, forward boy, but ‘“an intelligent listener
and inquirer, whose enthusiagm kindled their admiration, and
whose bearing won their esteem and love.”—Farrar. His ques-
tions may have shown that already he had pehetrated through
the dry husks of rabbinical teaching to the kernel of divine trut!

48, They were amazed. So natural had been the growth
of the child, that the recollection of the supernatural events
connected with his birth seems to have faded out of their minds,
:l.ld.they _were surprised as they saw him at home among such

How it that ye

me? wist ye not that I must
be about my Father's busie-
ness ¢

Psa, 40. 7: Lo, I come: in the
volume of the book it is written of
we, I delight to do thy will, O my

g s. Son, why hast thou? A tender,
loving reproach, showing by its surprise that this was a son who
had never before grieved his mother. 5. Those who must re-
buke should do it tenderly and lovingly. Thy father and I.
Evidently she had never acquainted ﬁer son with the mystery of
his birth, but had taught him to regard Joseph as his father, in
faith that God would reveal all the truth to him in good time,




40

49, How is
Jesus, these show

God. John 6. 38: I came down
from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent
me. John 4. 81: My meat is to do
the will of him that sent me, and to
finish his work.

]t is necessary
cause,

his thoughts.

50 And they understood
not the snying which he
spake unto them.

Luke 18, 34: And they understood prehend his
none of these things: and this say-
ing was hid from them, neither
knew they the things which were
spoken, Luke 24, 26: O fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken.

51 And he went down with
them, and came to Nnza-
‘and was subject unto
mother kept
ings in her

about 4,000 pog
scious of a hig

52 And Jesus increased in ol
wisdom and stature d in
favour with Go

Prov. 8. 8, 4: Let not mercy and
truth forsake thee, bind them about
thy neck; write them upon the
table of thine heart: so shalt thou
find favour and good understanding

2, 26: The child Samuel grew on,
and was in favour both with the
Lord and also with men.

GOLDEN TEXT.
And the child grew, and waxed strong in

:}Irll. filled with wisdom § and the grace of
od was upon him, Luke 2. 40.

Time.- A.D. 8, when Jesus was twelve years old.
Piberius Casar, Emperor of Rome.

Connecting Links.—1. The visit of the wise men.
Matt. 2. 1-12. 2. The flight into Egypt. Matt. 2.13-18,
3. The return to Palestine, and settlement at Nazareth.
Matt. 2.19-23.

Place. - Nazareth in Galilee, and Jerusalem.

LENSON HYDMNS,
.

No. 819, New dymn Book. C. M.
B, 1 8iloam's shady rill
Tow sweet the lily grows !
How sweet the breath, beneath the hill,
Of Sharon's dewy rose !
Lot such the child whose early feet
The paths of peace have trod ;
Whose secret heart, with influence sweet,
Is upward drawn to God.

Dependent on thy bounteous breath,
We seek thy grace alone
In ¢ hood, manhood o, and death,
To keep us still thine own.
C. M

No. 820, New Hymn Book,
Hosanna ! be the children’s song,
To Christ, the children's King ;
His praise, to whom our souls belong,
Let all the children sing.

not? Did yenot

|
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Sought thee sorrowing.
must not let their sorrow binder them

it? The first recorded words from the lips of

BANNER.

——————

6. Those who would find Christ
from seeking him.

his characteristics throughout hie earthly life,

a complete consciousness of his nature,
pess of self, and a thorough devotion to
know. My Father's business.
for me to be in the affairs (or, at the house) of
my Father;” meaning, engaged
This brief utterance showed that already his

origin bad dawned upon him,

50, 51. They understood not. They failed
meaning.

ears and darkened minds.
desire would keep him in the temple, yet duty drew
e lowly home in the country.

his parents to th
1 of duty rather than desire,

ever take counse
hillside village in Gahlee, near the plai
beautiful prospects and environs.
ulation.
er intelligence, he
earthly home, as our example.
event recalled the earlier ones
added to the mystery which seeme:

52. Increased in wisd:
pious home, by the oracles of
the Sabbath services, an
human mind of Christ graduall unfolded.
God’s favour was shown in ¥

| fidelity of his life.

in the sight of God and man. 1 Sam. jousness which repels,
ﬁ:ve from all around.

be most loved by others.

with un utter forgetful-
his work. Wist ye
Literally,

interested in his Father's
divine
and his vocation was rising before

and

fully to com-
7. Even now Christ's words fall on dull
Went down with them. Though
him with

8. We should
Nazareth. A
n of Esdraelon, with
It is now En Nasirah, with
Subject unto them. Though con-

was yet submissive in his
His mother kept. This
to the mother's memory, and
d to enfold the destiny of her

om. Taught by the infinencea of a
§ the Old Testament Scriptures, by
d by communings with nature, the

%‘avom‘ with God.
e purity of his character and the
And man, His was no ascetic, cold reli-
but a gentle, irradiating holiness, winning
9. Those who are most like Christ will

Hosanna! sound from hill to hill,
And spread from plain to plain,

While louder, sweeter, clearer still,
Woods echo to the strain.

Hosanna ! on the wings of light,
O'er earth and ocean fly,

Till morn to eve, and noon to night,
And heaven to earth, reply.

No. 828, New Hymn Book.
Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child ;
Pity my simplicity ;
Suffer me to come to thee.
Fain 1 would to thee be brought ;
Gracious Lord, forbid it not;
Give a little child a place
In the kingdom of thy grace.
Lamb of God, I look to thee,
Thou shalt my example be ;
Thou art gentle, meek, and mild,
Taou wast once a little child.

. The child Jesus.
. The child Isaac,
The child Joseph.
The child Moses
The ehild Samnel,
The child David, 1 Sam. 16. 1-1

The child in the midst. Matt. 18. 1-14,

ONS ON THE OUTLINE,

1. The ch

40.
How many years, and what incidents, intervened be-

ANAL

LAl
The

e
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tween the events of the past and of the present
lesson ?

Where was the home of Jesus at this time ?

What is said of him in the Golden Text?

How does this indicate his thorough humanity ?

What divine influence rested upon him ?

What is said of him in Isa. 11,2, 8.

What benefit is it to us that Jesus Christ passed through
the stage of childhood?

2. The Journey, v, 41-45,

Where and how long was the journey ?

What was the purpose of the ]’uurney!

What did this feast commemorate? Ex. 23. 15,

When and how was it celebrated ?

How many feasts were the Jews expected to keep?
Deut, 16. 16.

What influence would such a feast have upon the mind
of Jesus?

What did Jesus do after the feast, and why?

Why was not his absence discovered sooner?

3. The Te
Where was ?
In what part of the ten:ple was he?

What was he doing?

Was such conduct usual?

What character did it show in Jesus?

How did his mother address him ?

What did his answer imply ?

What knowledge did it show ?

How was it regarded ?

How may we here find an example in Christ

4. The Home, v, b1, 62,

How did Jesus show a self-denying spirit?
What commandment of God did he obey?
What spirit did his mother show ?

How did Jesus show an even development?
How was he regarded by those around him ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LENSON,
What does this lesson teach—
1. Concerning the person of Christ?
2. Concerning the character of Christ?
3. Concerning the work of Christ?

DOCTRINAL SUGGENTION—The divine sonship of Christ

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

1. Be like Jesus in loving God’s house. 2.
Be like Jesus in seeking to know the truth,
3. Be like Jesus in obeying your parents.
4. Be like Jesus in growing in goodness.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school. ]

1. What is said of Jesus while he was a
boy ? “ The grace of God was upon him.”

2. At whatage was he taken to the feast in
Jerusalem ? At the age of twelve years.

3. What did he do at the close of the
feast? He stayed in Jerusalem.

4. How long did his parents seek for him ?
Three days.

5. Where did they find him? In the
temple.
6. With whom was he found? With the

teachers of the law.
7. What example do we find in the sixth
lesson 7 Love for God’s house.

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
‘The Child Jesas,
. A HoLy CH1LD.
The grace of God was upon him,
*“The word. . . .full of grace and truth.”
John 1. 14.

42.

II. AN INTELLIGENT CHILD.

Astonished at his understanding. v. 47.
“Never man spake like this man.*
John 7. 46.
I11. AN EARNEST CHILD.
I must be about my Father’s business. v.

49.
“1 delight to do thy will.” Psa. 40. 7.
IV. AN OBEDIENT CHILD.

Was subject unto them. v. 51.
“Obey your p ents in the Lord. Eph.

6. 1.
V. A BELOVED ( HILD,
Favour wit! d and man. v. 52.
“ Favo the sight of . .. .man.” Prov.
34
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,

The Elements of n 'I'rue Boyhood.

1. The true boyhood is one of strong na-
ture controlled by right principles. v. 40.

2. The true boyhood is one of early conse-
cration to God and enjoyment of his favour.
V. 40,

3. The true boyhood early finds its home
in the house and at the worship of God. v.

4. The true boyhood is one of thirst and
eager search for knowledge. v. 46.

5. The true boyhood early turns toward
God’s work as both its duty and its pleasure.
V. 49.

6. The true boyhood cheerfully submits
its own will to that of parents. v. §1.

7. The true boyhood is one that wins the
affection, not only of God, but of man. v.
52,

CATECHISM QUENTIONS,
7. Why was the sacrament of the Lord's Supper ordained #
The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was ordained for

the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death
of Christ, and of the benefits which we receive thereby.

ENGLISH TEACHER’'S NOTES,
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

When this same passage was the subject
of the International Lesson two or three
years ago, I expressed in my Note the
opinion that it was a great mistake to con-
centrate attention upon the visit of Jesus to
Jerusalem, which occupies ten of the thirteen
verses, to the exclusion of the other verses
which cover the whole thirty years of his
life at Nazareth, And accordingly I dwelt

entirely on the circumstances and character
of that every-day life. If I now do the exact
contrary, and dwell only on the visit to
Jerusalem, it is not because I have altered




42 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

my opinion, but because it may be well this | over. One was the sign of admission to the
time to suggest a different line of teaching. | Covenant; the other of continuance in it.
And it is quite possible for a lesson on this | One accordingly was done once for all ; the
one incident not to cast into the shade, but other was done yearly. (The analogy of
to throw light upon, the boyhood of Jesus as Baptism and the Lord’s Supper in the Chris-
awhole.‘ tian Church will be seen at once.) Both
In this way. Writers of biographical | these were prior to the Mosaic Law in time,
sketches, and lecturers on great men, always ‘ and both stood on a level above that of any
seek to bring forward some illustration from | of its ordinances, as being absolutely indis-
their hero's earlier years of the particular pensable. Gen. 17. 14 ; Exod. 12, 15 ; Num.
character or gift which afterward led him on | 9. 13. To the first Jesus had already been
to fame. Ifit is a preacher, we hear of his | subjected. Luke 2. 21. Now he was to sub-
having harangued his little brothers and sis- | mit to the other.
ters in the nursery, like Alford. i But why at this particular age? Here
musician, of his composing some wonderful | come in the Jewish customs of the time. At
piece at eight years old, like Mozart, If a | the age of twelve (or thirteen) a Loy became
scientific inventor, of his nearly blowing up |a «Son of the Law;” he was no longer
his father's house with chemicals, like called Zaton, (little,) but gadol, (grown up i)
Davy. And very often, one single incident | he began to wear phylacteries ; and being
is dwelt upon, while all the rest of the | now counted a man, he came under the law
younger days are passed over. What story | which commanded every male to attend the
of Nelson is complete without his boyish re- | three great yearly feasts at Jerusalem.
ply to his grandmother’s inquiry whether he | 2. What would especially attract his
had not felt fear in a certain position of | notice at Jerusalem ?
peril, “ What is fear?” Or of Giotto, the ‘ First, the city itself, the centre of the
painter, without the anecdote of his drawing | Jews’ affections. 1f I forget thee, O Jeru-
rough sketches of his sheep upon bits of | salem,” wrote the Psalmist, in the exile of
stone? Or of Washington without the Babylon, (Psa. 137. 5,) let my right hand
touching incident of his abandoning a sea- | forget her cunning.”  Then the temple inall
Jife when on the point of sailing, begause of | its splendour as recently rebuilt an beauti-
his mother’s tears? In cases like these we | fied by Herod, with the priests and the
see the truth of the proverb, “The child is sacrifices and the worshippers_daily, an im-
father to the man.” | posing spectacle. Then the Passover cele-
Now I think we may say without irrever- | bration with all its significant and solemn
ence that the evangelist Luke has done the | rites ; and with the immense crowds come
same thing. Mark and John tells us nothing | together to keep it, overflowing into the
of Christ’s earlier years. Matthew records | country round from sheer lack of room in
some important events of his infancy, butno | the city. And then mingled with all these
more. Luke, in whose three pregnant verses things, of which the Jew was so proud,
which begin and end the passage before us, | something else which filled him with bitter
the fortieth, fifty-first, and fifty-second, gives indignation—the signs everywhere of foreign
a general view of the character of his boy- | domination—no longer Herod or Archelaus,
hood ; and, in addition, narrates this one ‘ hateful though they might be, but worse
episode, because in it may be found the key | still, the heathen Roman soldiers, with their
to all the rest. h castle of Antonia actually overlooking the

There are few passages in the Gospels | temple itself. To any Galilean boy coming
upon which more light is thrown by a know- . up for the first time, sights like these, and

ledge of the state of Palestine and of the | many more, must have been of startling and
Jews at the time. So much information on | intense interest. What must they have been
these subjects is now within the reach of | to Jesus?
most teachers that I may take it for granted | But all these things, interesting as they
they will know, or may know if they like, | may be made by a little study and filling up
enough to catch the point of the passing | of Xetails, are but the accessories of the pic-
allusions for whichalone 1 have space. Let | ture. Look at the central figure. It is the
me then suggest two preliminary inquiries | simple peasant boy “sitting in the midst of
before the heart of the lesson is reached. the doctors.” In one of the temple chambers
1. How came Jesus to go to Jerusalem for \ the great rabbis are assembled. The famous
the first time at twelve years old? | Hillel might be there, in extreme old age ; or
St. Paul tells us that he was “made | his great rival, Shammai ; or, as a young
under the law.” Gal. 4. 4. Now there were l‘ man, Gamaliel ; or even, as 2 scholar,
two special observances enjoined on the | young Saul of Tarsus. Butnone are named :
Tews as signs of their part in God’s covenant | it is on Jesus that our eyes are to be fastened.

with the nation, Circumcision and the Pass- \ What is he doing? Not “disputing” with




them, as has too often been said. No, he
sits at their feet like any other learner,
respectfully “ hearing them ” and modestly
“asking tnem questions,” But what ques-
tions ! and what answers ! How we should
like to have known what they were! But
we must be content to know that they
‘“astonished” the proudest and subtlest of
men.

But why is he there at all?  Why not, ere
this, far away on the road northward, with
the Nazareth caravan? Here we touch the
kernel of the subject. Mary, in gentlest
words of reproach, asks the question ; and
no wonder—how, she thinks, can this loving,
blameless child have caused us such anxiety ?
And he answers her with another question :
Why should they marvel ?—she speaks of

his *father "—does she forget who is Ais |

Father 7—where ought he to be but in that
Father’s house, engaged in that Fathers
work 7—did they think it was a boyish
prank—that he was dazzled with the city’s
splendour ?—was he not really acting a good
son’s part >—must he not do this ?

It seems strange that they should have
“understood not the saying.”
ber, though they knew the mystery of his
birth, they knew not that he knew it. The
beautiful words of Professor Plumptre, too,
may help us to understand it.
“ the husband and wife, each with a recent
consciousness of the greatness of the life
committed to their charge ; each, at times,

half losing count of the true measure of that |
greatness in the familiarity of daily inter- |

course.”

Now observe. To be in the temple, learn-
ing from the authorized religious teachers,
was to be “about his Father’s business.”
Was he then to remain there? N
to Nazareth and be “subject” for many
long years before his public career was to
begin. Was that, then, being “about his
Father'’s business?” Most emphatically,
Yes. How do we know? Look at the last
verse—* Jesus increased. . ..in favour with
God.” The Father more and more pleased
throughout those long years, until the day
when that Voice came to say so (Matt. 3.
17)=* This is my beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased.”

How, then, can we please God? How be
about our Father’s business ? Give ourselves
wholly to family duties? No. Give our-
selves wholly to religious duties? No,
Both must be done ; and sometimes one
must be paramount, sometimes the other.
How can we know ? By yielding up our own
wills to God, and saying to him day by day,
from the heart, “ Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?”
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BEREAN METHODS,

Hints for the Teachers’ Mecting and the
Claws,

Give in outline the “connecting links”
with the last lesson....A word picture of
the childhood of Christat Nazareth. .. Draw
a map showing the journey to the feast. ...
The Passover, what it commemorated, and
how it was celebrated....Draw a diagram
of the temple, showing in what part Jesus
probably stayed. . . The characteristics shown
by Jesus as a boy an example to young
people. . ..Lessons for parents concerning
the training of children....A lessor to young
men about “ God’s business,” and its claims
upon them.

References, FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA OF
PROSE ILLUSTRATIONS : Nos, 674, 729, 730,
1783, 7068, 7084, 7073. POETIC Nos.
[ 370, 995. FREEMAN'S HAND-BooK : Cara-

vans, 69; Day’s journey, 315; First day’s

| journey, 753 ; Doctors of the law, 648 ; Doc-

| tors and disciples, 754

: Blackboard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

THE GRACE OF GOD.

| WAS WILL BE
UPON HIM UPON YOU

| BECAUSE HE WAS HIS YOU ARE HIS

CHILD, CHILD,

I¥

“Our Father who art in heaven.”

THE
LORD

| ISIN HIS HOLY

TEMPLE

|

Primary and Intermedinte,
BY E. J. K.

LESSON THOUGHTS : Jesus an example
for children. 1. He loved God’s house,
God’s word, God’s work, when but a boy. 2.
He was obedient to his parents. Because of
these two things he had favour with God and
man,

INTRODUCTORY. In our last lesson we
were with Jesus in the temple. Recall the
incidents of that visit. Jesus was then a
little babe. After that he was taken to

I
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Egypt, so that Herod, the cruel king, should l They asked everybody, “ Have you seen our
not kill him as he wished to do. Then he | boy ? Can you think where he can be?” No

came to Nazareth, where he lived a pure |

and holy child until the day when we find
him again in the temple.

LESSON STORY. When Jesus was twelve
years old, his father and mother took him
with them to Jerusalem to the Feast of the
Passover. [Give brief explanation of the
meaning of this feast.] Jerusalem was then
very full of people. [lllustrate by the crowds
in our cities at times of parades, etc.] This
feast lasted a week. When it was over, the
people, mounted upon camels, passed ina
very long procession out of the gates of
Jerusalem on their homeward journey. [This
picture may be made very graphic to the
children. A suggestive account is found in
“ Geikie’s Life of Christ.” Volume. L., Chapter
9.] It would be very easy for one to be

lost in such a crowd as that, so Jesus’ father |
| true, obedient child, he went home with his

and mother, supposing he was with friends,
went a whole day’s journey without him.
[Teacher may suggest that they would not
have trusted him so long out of their sight

had they not been sure he was a good child,

who would not choose bad company.] Then

one could tell, so they hurried back to Jeru-
salem, and after looking for him a whole day
there, at last they found him in the temple
with the learned doctors, hearing them talk,
and asking them questions about the Holy
Scriptures. He was so wise that all who
heard his questions and answers were aston-
ished, for we must not forget that Jesus was
more than a mere boy. He was the divine
Son of God, and had more than earthly wis-
dom. [The thought of his divine Sonship is
an important one to fasten in the minds of
the children.] When they found him his
mother said, “Son, why hast thou dealt

| thus with us? Thy father and I have sought
| thee sorrowing.” He answered, “ Did you
| not know I must be about my Father’s busi-

ness?” that is, his heavenly Father, whose
will he came on earth to do. Then, like a

parents to Nazareth, and as he grew older
and taller every day, he grew also in know-

| ledge and in goodness, and in favour with
| God and man.

How can we be like Jesus? How will God

they grew anxious, and feared some accident | regard us if we thus try to be like his be-

might have happened to him in the crowd.

loved Son?

e+ A —

A D 25.

February 13,

LESSON VII.—PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST; or, Fruits of Repentance.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

The boy of Nazareth has now become a man, probably a carpenter, toiling in the shop of his
foster-father, and none but the thoughtful mother holds in memory the supernatural events of
bis past, or cherishes avy great expectations concerning his future. During all these thirty

ears the child of Zacharias and Elicabeth has been growing up in the wild regions of Southern
udea, communing with God, filling his soul with the ancient prorheciel free from the interpret-

ers of the schools, and drawing inspiration from the pure air of

the desert. At last the hour

foretold by the angel in the temple, and long before upon the prophetic scrolls of Isaiah and
Malachi, has arrived. The silence of four centuries is broken, and once more the voice of &
prophet rings throughout the land. From city and from village, far and near, the people press
toward the plain of Jordan, just nerth of the Dead Sea; and there they behold this newly-
appuinted messenger, like Elijah of old, clad in rough garments, and bearing upon face and
figure the tokens of a self-denying life. His message is of rebuke for the sins of the people ;
and he calls men to repentance, not in outward forms alone, but in deeds of uprightness and
mercy. He proclaims that lsrael’s Messiah-king, long-expected, is standing at the gates, and
soon to appear among the people, with the winnowing-fan to sift out the chaff from among the
wheat, and with the baptism of fire for those who shall be found worthy.

Luke 3. 7-18,
[ Memory Verses, 15-117.]

7 Then said he to the mul- | nes8 of Judea, not far from t
His hearers embraced all classes, Pharisees, Sad-

ducees, priests, scribes, publicans, and common people. Else-
where (Matt. 3. 7) this reruke is especially directed against the
Pharisces and Sadducees, but it applied to others as well, since

titude that came forth to he = multitude.
baptized of him, O generation
of vipers, who hath warned
you to floe from the wrath to

come ? their teaching

y nnd Pr

nmxp
Verse 7. Then said he. John was preaching in the wilder-

he mouth of the Jordan, To the

controlled the opinions of the people, and repre-

gented the prevalent views of religion. To be baptized. Bap-

tism was not unknown under the Old Testament economy, but
there it was reserved for Gentiles embracing Judaism. In mak-
ing it the outward token of repentance, John caused the people
to recognize themselves as having lost their Judaic birthright by
| in, and therefore compelled to come into the kingdom on the
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8 Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance,
and begin not to say within

ourselves, We have Abra-
inm to our father; for I say
uoto you, That God is able
of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham.,

Math. 8. 11, 12: Many shall eome
from the east and west, and shall sit
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.
But the children of the kingdom
shall be cast into outer darkness.
Gal. 3. 20: If ye be Christ's, then
are ye Abraham's seed, anc heirs
aceording to the promise.

9 And now also the axe is
laid unto the root of the trees :
every tree therefore which
bringeth not forth good fruit
is hewn down, and cast into
the fire,

Mal, 8. 8 : He shall sit as a refiner
and parifier of silver,

10 And the people asked
him, saying, What shall we
do then?

Acte 18, 30 : Sirs, what must I do
to be saved ?

11 He answereth and faith
unto them, He that hath two
coate, let him impart to him
that hath nore ; and he that
hath meat, let him do like-
wise,

1John 3. 17: Whoso hath this
world's good, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bow-

els of eompassion from him, how
dwelleth she love of God in him?

12 Then came also publi-
cans to be baptiz d, an :f sard
unto bim, Master, what ehall
we do?

Luke 7, 20: And all the people
that heard him, and the publicans,
justified God, being baptized with
the baptism of John,

13 And he said unto them,
Exact no more than that
which is appointed you.

Luke 10. €: 1f T have taken any-
thing from any man by false accu-
sation, I restore him fourfold.

same plane as their heathen neighbours. Generation of vipers.
* Viper-brood.” They proudly counted themselves the chi.dren
of Abraham, and the sole inheritors of the covenant, while in
true character they were serpents, not only poisoned tremselves,
but poisonous in their influence, 1. Noue are so harmful as
those who possess the forms without the power of goilliness.
Wrath to come. Wrath was impending over the nation as a
body, and over sinners as individuals. 2, The faithful preacher
does not hesitate to warn of God’s wrath as well a8 10 proclaim
his mercy.

8. Fruits worthy of repentance. Not a revival in out.
ward forms of worship, but true fruits in just conduct and
righteous character, were regarded by John as the best preparas
tion for the Lord’s coming. Repentance literally means ¢ 5
change of purpose,” and involves a newness of aim in life, that
is, reformation according to God’s will. Begin not to say. He
an'icipates ere it is uttered their thought that they, as the chil-
dren of Abrabam, could be saved without repentauce, by virtue
of their great father’s faith, 2. The fulse hope mnst be destroyed
before a true one can be presented. Of these stones. .. .chil-
dren. Referring not oniy to the pebbles on Jor./au’s shore, but
in a spiritual sense, which they failed to understand, to the
Gentiles, stone dead in sins, yet destined to become the true seed
of Abraham. 4. Salvat on is not an inheritance of birth, but an
individual possession by faith,

9. The axe is laid. As a warning of coming doom, to be
used when the fate of the tres shall be finally fixed. At the
root. Not a pruning-kuife for the vranches, the symbol of dis.
cipline, but the axe at the root, to betoken utter destruction,
Every tree. Each tree stood for an individual of the Jewish
people, who was to be dealt with according to personal merit or
demerit. 5. Each man stands befove Gud's eye to be jndged
singly as if he were the only man in the uviverse, Good fruit.
Not leaves, nor blossoms, but f'ui- of per-onal character in deeds
is the divive requirement. Hewn down. The temporal
destruction of the nation, and the eternal woe of the guilty
among its people, are both here foreshadowed, .

10, 11. Thepeople. His words surprised the people, whose
conception of religion was of forms, saciifices, tithings, and mi-
nute legalisms, and who could not see the cloge relation hetween
worship and practic]] moraity. What shall we do?
6 ‘““They that would do their duty must seck to know their
duty.”—M, Henry. He answereth. John's preaching was all
concerning detinite acts of the hife: for the people needed train-
ing in morals before 1hey could comprehend 1he deeper principle
of love which Christ was to inculcate,. Two coats. “‘Two
tunics ;" the inner garment worn next the skin, a sovt of slirt
reaching to the knees. Let him impart. That is, let each
one, even of the poorer class, if he posscsses more than i8 abso-
lately neceseary, endeavour to do good to others who are )esg
favoured. Meat. Any kind of food. Do likewise. That is,
let benevolence, and not selishness, be the law of life,

12, 13. Publicans. These were the collectors of the reve
nue, appointed by h'gher officials of the Roman government,
As the assissments and collect'ons were made hy the rame per-
sons, with none to audit their accounts, there was great tempta.
tion to wrong the helpless people, and the pnblicans generally
deserved their bad reputation. It shows the universal reach of
John's influence, that such as these came for bapt'sm. Exact
no more. He did not condemn the office, which was nece:sury,
but commanded each official to he upright in his administ ration,
7. Even in the temptations of office a man may be a eervant of
God, Appointed you. No more than each tax-payer should
be justly compelled to pay for the support of the State.
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14 And the soldiers like-
wise demanded of him, saying,
And what shall we do? And
he said unto them, Do violence
to no man, neither accuse any
falsely ; and be content with
your wages.

Lev. 10, 11: Ye shall not steal,
neither deal falsely, neither lie
to another. 1 Tim. 6. 8: Ha!
food and raiment let us be there
with content.

Chvist, or not §

16 John answered, suyi
wnto them all, § indeed
tize you with water; b

1 cometh,

not worthy
whall raptize you with the
Foly Ghost and with fire

Rev. 19. 16: He hath on his vest-
ureand on his thigh a name written,
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS,
1 Cor. 12. 13: By one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free: and have all been
made to drink into one Spirit.

17 Whowse fan is in  his
hand, and he will throughly
pnree in floor, and wiil
gather the whent into hix
‘nrnerx but the chaffhe,will

::‘n with fire unquench-
able.

18 And many other things
in his exhortation preached he
unto the people.

Psa. 1. 4: The ungodly....are
like the chaff which the wind driv-
eth away. Mal. 4. 1: For, behold,
the da; meth, that shall burn as
an oven: and all the proud, yea,
and all that do wickedly, shall he
stubble ; and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord
of hosts, that 1t shall leave them
neither root nor branch.

HOME READINGN,
. The preaching of John, John 3. 7-18.
Mark 1. 1-8,
Matt, 8. 13-17.
John's testimony concerning Jesus, John 1, 25-37.
The humility of John. John 3. 23-36.

The coming of John.
Jesus baptized by John,

The death of John. Mark 6

S,
~,
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Soldiers were then employed as a sort of
police to keep the people in check, and in foreign wars. These
may have been Romans, there is no certainty of it. Do violence
to no man. Soldiers in ancient times often plundered the peo-
ple among whom they were quartered. Accuse any falsely.
Sometimes soldiers accused wealthy citizens of disatfection, as

14. Soldiers.

| an excuse for seizing their goods, and sometimes they extorted

| thoughts on the part of those who heard him,

| “seventy wecks

|

| churches, all of which
| fullest meaning we may not

! rible hereafter in storc for the impenitent.
| things. \Ve have only a summary of the Baptist's earnest year

. 7-20.
The disciples of John, Acts 1‘.‘4. 24;10.7.

blackmail by threatening to accuge them. Content with your
wages, The word here includes rations of food as well as
money. 8. In every calling there is a chance to show forth the
Christian character.

15. In expectation. ¢ Suspense.” It was an age of ex-
pectancy, when men's hearts were prepared to receive a divine
messenger. Mused in their hearts. ** Reasoned, debated.”
No man could speak such words without raising the deepest
‘Whether he
There was an universal belief that the
" of Daniel's prophecy (Dan. 9. 24) were com-
Messiah's coming had arrived. It
whose words bore the
mistaken for the King

were the Christ.

pleted, and that the hour for
ig not wonderful that such a messenger,
stamp oi a divine authority, should be
himself.

His answer shows a deep humility,

16, John answered.
Unto them all, His denial of

reverence, and self-denial,
Messiahship was open and public. See John 1. 17-27,
baptize you. As a token of r iation of sin and si
turning to God, Mightier than L. In that Christ performed
what John promised ; wrought miracles in proof of his authority ;
and bestowed the higher blessings of the new covenant. Latchet
of whose shoes. To stoop down and unloose the thong bind-
ing the sandal to the foot was the office of a servant whenever a
noble guest entered the house. Thus the greatest prophet and
preacher of his day announces himself as infinitely below the
rank of the coming Saviour. 9. So let every preacher and teacher
hide himself behind Christ. With the Holy Ghost. The
direct endowment of power from on high, fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2. 1-4) and still the possession of the Christian
believer. With fire. Not referring, as in ver. 9, and afterward,
ver, 17, to the fate of the ungodly, but to the fiery tongues of
Pentecost, which some of those present in John's audience (Peter,
John, Andrew, etc., see John 1. 40) were destined to receive.

17, 18. Whose fan, In the Fast grain is winnowed, being
thrown up by one man, while another waves a large fan to and
fro to drive away the chaff. Purge his floor. That is, figu-
ratively, to separate the precious from the worthless in the na-
tion ; the one to become the founders of Christianity ; the other
to be scattered abroad on the earth. His garner, This was
generally a pit in the earth or in the rock. Here it represents
the true Church of Christ on earth; not merely the organized
must necessarily contain some chaff as
Fire unquenchable. An expression whose
comprehend, yet pointing to a ter-
Many other

well as wheat.

of teaching, but its words, though lost, yet remain in their trans-
mitted influence upon men ; which still lows as a mighty current,
10. No true word spoken for (iod and truth will prove in vain,

Time.— A. D. 25, about seventeen years after the date
of the last lesson.

Connecting Links.—1. The early years of John
the Baptist. Luke 1, 80, 2. The beginning of Johu's
ministry. Luke 8. 16,

Place.—The wilderness of Judea, not far from the
mouth of the Jordan,
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GOLDEN TEXT.
refore frnits worthy of re-
[X

LENSON HYMNS,
No. 248, New Hymn Book.
O that I could repent,
With all my idols part,

And to thy gracious eye present
A humble, contrite heart !

A heart with grief opprest,
For having grieved my God ;

A troubled heart that cannot rest
Till sprinkled with thy blood,
Jesus, on me bestow
‘The penitent desire ;

With true sincerity of woe
My aching breast inspire,

No. 111, New Hymn Book,
Joy to the world ! the Lord is come

Lt earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world ! the Saviour reigns ;

Let men their songs employ ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding Joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness,

And wonders of his love,

No. 109, New Hymn Rook.

O that the world might taste and see
The riches of his grace !

The arms of iove that compass me
Would all mankind embrace.

His only righteousness I show,

His nvlng truth proclaim ;

Tis all my business here below
To cry, *“ Behold the Lamb | i

Happy, if with my latest breath
I'may but gasp his Name ;

Preach him to all, and cry in death,
“ Behold, behold the Lamb ! "

QUESTIONS ON THE OUTE,
1. Prenching Repentance, v, 7.9,
What preacher is here referred to?
What were the events of his life ?
With what authority did he speak ?
What was the significance of his baptism?
What was his message to the people?
To what special classes was the rebuke of v. T addressed?
Matt. 3, 7,
it demand did he utter in the GoLpry Texr?
What is here meant by repentance ¢
Against what error did he caution the people ?
How does Paul express the same thought in Gal. 6. 167
What warning may we find in v, 97
What is here meant by “good frait? "
What is here meant by “the fire?"
2. Preaching Righteousness, v, 10-14,
What kind of righteousness did John preach ?
How does this compare with James 1, 27 7
What two classes came to John with ing
Who were the publicans ?
What was the meaning of John's counsel to them?
What soldiers were these ¥
How was John's advice suited to them ?
Did his words show that either of these two lines of life
is essentinlly wicked ?
May a man be a’soldier, and at the same time a Chris-
tian 7
3. Preaching Christ, v. 15-18.
How did the people regard John ?
Whom did some believe him to be ?
What question was asked him, and by whom? John 1, 19,
What did John say cone ng himseif ¢
What did he BAY Cone 1g Christ ?
What character did his words show ?
What work of Christ is here stated ?
When will that work be accomplished? Matt. 25, 81, 32,
Who are meant by * the wheat and “the chaff?"

C. M.

C M,

C. M.
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TEACH AN OF THE LENSON,

What are the teachings of this lesson as to—
L. Who need to repent ?
2. How to repent
8. What will follow repentance ?

DoCTRINAL SUGeRSTION— Repentance from sin,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

1. Turn away fromall sin. 2, Show yourser-
vice to God by your actions towards others,
3. Seek for the blessings of the Spirit, which
only Christ can give. 4. Be saved among
the wheat, and not lost with the chaff,

THE LENNSON CATECHISW,
[For the entire school.}

1. Who appeared as the forerunner of
Jesus? John the Baptist.

2. To what did he call the people? To
repent and be baptized.

3. What did he require of those who were
baptized by him? Fruits worthy of repent-
ance.

4. What did he say of Christ?
greater than | cometh.”

5. With what did he declare Christ would
baptize men? With the Holy Ghost and
fire,

6. What may we learn as our duty from
the seventh lesson ? Repentance from sin.

“One

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL oure
The Ministry of John the Bapt,

I. AN HONEST MINISTRY.,
Generation of vipers....flee from.. ¥
wrath, v, 7.
“Wrath. .. .against all ungodliness,”
Rom, 1. 18,
II. A FAITHFUL MINISTRY.
I. God is able....of these stones. . ..
children, v, 8.
“FromtheEast. ... West. .. -kingdom,”
Matt. 8. 11.
2. The axe is laid unto the root. v, 9.
“Bind them....to burn them.” Matt,
13. 30.
III. A PRACTICAL MINISTRY.,
1. Hethat hath two coats. . . dmpart. v, 11.
“Love....in deed and in truth.” I John
3013
2. Be content with your wages. v, 14,
“Food and raiment. , . .therewith con-
tent.” 1 Tim. 6. 3.
[V. AN EVANGELICAL MINISTRY,
One mightier than I cometh. v. 16,
“Not to know. . ..save Christ. . . .cruci-
fied.” 1 Cor. 2. 2.
V. A HUMBLE MINISTRY.
Latchet. .. .not worthy to unloose, v. 16,




“He must increase....l....
crease.” John 3. 30.
VI. A WARNING MINISTRY.
Chaff....burn with fire unquenchable.”

¥ &)
“ Ungodly . . ..chaffl which the wind
driveth.,” Psa. 1. 4.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
‘T'he Faithful Preacher.

1. The faithful preacher calls sin and
sinners by their right names. v. 7.

2. The faithful preacher flatters ne man’s
conscience with false hopes. v. 8.

3. The faithful preacher warns of danger,
as well as bestowing comfort and encourage-
ment. V. 9.

4. The faithful Ereacher urges right living,
as well as right thinking, upon his hearers.
v. 11-14

5. The faithful preacher adapts his mes-
sage to the varied needs and conditions of
men. V. 11-14.

6. The faithful ‘preacher ever places his
Master in the forefront of his message. v. 16.
CATECHISY QUENTIONS.

8. What 1 the outward part or sign of the Lord's Supper ?

The outward part or sign of the Lord's Supper is bread
and wine, which the Lord hath commanded to be received.

1 Cor, 11, 28-26: The Lord Jesus, the same night in
which he was betrayed, took bread. —After the same man-
ner also he took the cup, when he had uupred. saying,—
This do, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's
death till he come.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

THIS is the sixth time, in the eight years
and two months that have elapsed since the
International Lessons were begun, that our
subject has been, in one form or another,
the ministry of John the Baptist. In these |
English Notes, 1 have generally dwelt either
upon its esternal scenes, or its general influ-
ence upon the people, or its testimony to
Christ. On this occasion, I would accept
the title that heads our lesson as indicating
the particular line of teaching we should
adopt, and ask my readers to concentrate
their attention on the Baptist’s preaching.

But are sermons such very attractive
things to our young people that they are
likely to be interested in a lesson on, not the
preacher, nor the scene of his ministry, nor
his congregation, but his preaching ?—and
not the outward aspects of his preaching—
not his voice, or his elocution, or his attitude,
or his action—but the things that he said?
I cannot presume to criticise American
church-goers, but in England, if you listen
to the conversation of worshippers on their
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” A
has,” or, “1

way home from Sunday morning service,
you will hear plenty of remarks such as, “A
tull congregation to-day,” or, “ The singing
went badly this morning, did it not?” or,
“ What a pity Mr. —— has such a monoto-
nous delivery,” or, “ Capital voice that man
a fine church, certainly.” And
this sort of talk, remember, is considered

very proper and religious, not at all like the
gossip of yonder laughing group who are

recalling the incidents of yesterday’s excur-

sion, or the graver communications of those

two merchants arranging for a business ap-

pointment on the morrow. Few, indeed, are

quietly and reverently speaking of God’s

message itself which the preacher has been

delivering. How, then, can a lesson about
John's sermons be thought likely to be an
interesting one?

1 would suggest that the teacher should
study the preaching of John as a pattern for
his own teaching, and exhibit this pattern to
his scholars. Thus, I would say to the class
—of course after the necessary preliminaries
as to the Baptist being that child of Zacha-
rias and Elisabeth, whose birth we recently
talked about—* Well, John became a great
preacher, or teacher, and I have been read-
ing about him in the Gospels to see whether
he was at all like me in his teaching, and 1
like him. My lessons to you ought to be
like his to the Jews ; if they are not, I ought
to try and change them. Now let us look at
what he said to the people, and you shall try
and find out how far his teaching was like
mine, and mine like his.” 1 think most
classes would be much interested in this
rather novel investigation, and, if so, a rare
opportunity will have been gained of win-
ning their attention to the most important
truths.

Look, then, at the preaching of the Bap-
tist as a pattern for our own.

Now there is one word which is usually,
and correctly, employed to describe the
burden of John’s message— Repentance.
“ Repent ye ; for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand,” is Matthew’s summary of it. “Did
preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins,” is Mark’s account. And
Luke’s, in one chapter, is in almost the same
words. Repentance, then, what is it? Every
commentator reminds us, and every Sunday
scholar knows by heart, that it strictly means
a change of mind. But why did the Jews
want their minds changed? And why do
we? Change is not always necessary ; not
always good. At the recent presidential
election the Americans did not change the
dominant party in their government, because
the majority were satisfied with what they
had got. On the other hand, at our general
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election last year, the people of England did
effect a change of government, because the
majority were dissatisfied with Lord Beacons-
field, and wanted Mr. Gladstone. If, then,
God’s messenger calls us to a change of
mind, clearly our minds must be in some
way wrong. “ Now, then,” the teacher will
say, “1 want to be like John the Baptist,
and so I call upon you to change your
minds.”

What about? and what for? We can best
answer these and other like questions by
adopting the old division of repentance into
four parts, and taking them up in succes-
sion ; namely, Conviction, Contrition, Con-
fession, and Conversion.

1. Conviction. If we are to change our
mind, we must first be convinced that we
are wrong. Did John show the people they
were wrong ? The one great thing that he
spoke about was their sins They thought
they were quite ready for the “kingdom of
heaven.” They were Abraham’s children,
God’s chosen people ; their enemies were
oppressing them ; uncircumcised idolators
ruled over them: surely God was at last
going to send the long-promised Deliverer
to restore David’s throne. Ah, no, said
John ; something else first—put away your
sins ; God wants his people to be holy—you
are not ; beware !—the axe is at the root of
the tree—and as to you being children of
Abraham, if you were all “hewn down,”
God could raise up others in your place,
even from “ these stones !”

Is my teaching, let the teacher ask himself
(and his class too, if he dare), like that?
I tell my scholars about a shining river and
harps of gold ; but do I tell them of sin—
their sin—that great and glaring fact, to
know which is the beginning of all true
religion? Depend upon it, that half the
false theology of the day springs from a
failure to appreciate the sinfulness of sin,
In this matter let John the Baptist be our
pattern.

2. Contyition. Why this? If, on a
Jjourney, we chance to find ourselves on the
wrong road, conviction that we are going
wrong is necessary before we can get right ;
but what is the good of crying about it?
Ab, but sin is not merely a going wrong
or a thinking wrong. It is rebellion against
the great King, ingratitude toward the great
Father. Look at Job “abhorring himself,”
Job 42. 6;) David “not able to look up,”
Psa. 38. 4; 40. 12; 51 14;) Ezra,
“ashamed and blushing to lift up his face,”
(Ezra. 9. 6 ;) the publican, smiting on his
breast,” (Luke 18. 13) This is true
repentance. Was it so with the people that
heard John? Did they not go down by

hundreds intu the water, Jews and children
of Abraham as they were, to submit to a rite
signifying the need of their sin being washed
away? Did not that show that John’s
preaching brought them, not only to convic-
tion, but to contrition ?

And we can not only imitate John : we can
do more than he could. We can point to
the cross, and to Him that hung there. We
can say, That is what your sin did—are you
not ashamed of it indeed ? It is the love of
God that melts the sinner’s heart. See
especially that remarkable verse in Ezekiel,
(16, 63,) where contrition is described as
following on God’s forgiveness.

3. Confession. There is a difference be-
tween sin and sins. On the one hand, it
is not enough for a Sunday-scholar to know
that he has told lies, or shown bad tempers,

"He must be led to see the sin in him that
develops into these sins. On the other hand,
a general vague acknowledgment that we
are all sinners will not do; we must come
also to the practical details of evil-doing
and evil-speaking and evil-thinking. Now
the Jews were baptized by John in the
| Jordan, “ confessing their sins.” There was
a reality about this. And we see how prac-
tical John was, from the account Luke gives
in our passage of his advice to particular

| classes, such as soldiers and publicans,

Are we imitating the Baptist in this?
How can we? To point out actual sins we
must know our scholars ; and hence the im-
portance of visiting them at their homes,

4. Conversion. Yes. Repentance is not
even conviction and contrition and confes-
sion all rolled into one. It is a change of
mind, leading to a change of life. Bring
forth fruits,” says John, “ worthy of repent-
ance.” The axe will cut down certain trees :
which? Not merely those that bring forth
bad fruit, but those that Lring not forth good
fruit,

Let us lay great stress on this. Conversion
does not consist in ecstatic feelings, It is
not singing hymns at prayer- meetings. Isaiah
describes it when he says, (chap, 1. 16,)
¢ Cease to do evil ; learn to do well.”

1 have not had space to notice many
things that John said. Let the scholars find
them all out, and see how they constantly
aim at these four things, Conviction, Con-
trition, Confession, Conversion, Then, one
thing more. All the preaching and teaching
in the world cannot produce repentance—
cannot change the mind or the heart. What
can? Christ can: he is exalted to the right
hand of God for this express purpose, “to
give repentance.” Acts 5. 31. How does he
do it? In the way that John the Baptist
described when he said of the one migl!:tier

I ———
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than himself that should come after him,
“ He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire.”
BEREAN METHODS.
Hinix for the Teachers' fleeting nud the
Clans,

Draw a map showing the early home, and
the preachirg of John the Baptist. ... Ex-
plain the purpose of his ministry. ... .In what
respect he was like Elij: .His character
as a preacher....The gdom of God as
here presented : (1) Individual j (2) Requir-
ing repentance; (3) Inviting all; (4) De-
manding righteousness ; (5) Having Christ
as King....Repentance : (1) Its necessity ;
(2) Its elements ; (3) Its results ; (4) Its re-
wards. . . . After-history of John....Illustra-
tion of false repentance : sailor who prays
in the storm, but forgets God in clear
weather. ... The vleaster, a tree growing in
Orient, just like the olive, except bearing no
fruit: so may false repentance be distin-
guished from true....John’s preaching like
the “headlight” of a locomotive—a bright
light, warning of danger.

REFERENCES. FOSTER'S PROSE: 4903,
4964, 4972, 4981, 11405, 11409, 11411. PorT-
ICAL: 2041, 2653, FREEMAN : The tunic,
821 The shoe-latchet, 791 ; Sandals, 8233
The fan, 634.

termedinte.
K.

SUGGESTION TO TEACHERS. Let us have
faith in the truth, The Holy Spirit makes
it very plain when honestly presented to very
little people.

LESSON THOUGHTs. We must be truly
heait-sorry for sin. True repentance always
is shown in outward conduct,

INTRODUCTORY. A few weeks ago we
had 2 lesson about two very good old people
who prayed to God to give them a son,
Recall, by questions, the names of Zacha-
rias and Elisabeth, the angel’s visit to the
the name of the boy, and what the
iid he should do when he became a
QRARZY

LESSON STORY. John was a strange sort
of man, Most of the time he lived alone in
the desert. His dress was a coarse cloak
fastened at his waist with a leathern belt.
and his food was locusts and wild honey,
No doubt God was with him in his lonely
home, and there taught him many things he
wanted him afterward to say to the people.
When John began to preach, great multitudes
came to hear him. He preached out doors,
and you can think how many people gath-
ered about him. He told them serious
things that ought to have made them very
thoughtful.  But, dear children, God sent

O
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John to say these things to us as well as to
the people of Judea. He tells us we need
to repent and be very sorry for our sins;
that we must not think, because we have
good parents or teachers, or because we g0
to church and Sunday-school, that we are
all right. God looks into our very heart,
and if we are naughty in our thoughts he
knows it, and he knows whether we are
truly sorry and wish to be good. [Simple
illustrations of sincere repentance may sug-
gest themselves to the teacher from actual
child-life.] John tells us that if we are not
like good trees, bearing good fruit—that is, if
good deeds coming out of a good heart are
hot seen in our lives—we shall be cast off
from God as useless beings, just as a tree in
your garden which bears only sour, knotty
fruit, which no one can eat, might as well be
cut down and burned in the fire. The people
thought John a wonderful man, but he told
them that One mightier than he was coming
who could do much more than he. He
meant Jesus. John could only tell them of
their sins, and try to make them see a better
life ; Jesus could forgive sin, and give them
pure hearts full of the Holy Spirit of God.
Will my little ones ask the heavenly Father
to make them truly sorry for sin— that which
is so hateful to God—and vill they come

now to Jesus, who can take all our sin away ?

'\
\
\
l
|

Blackbourvd.

BY O, B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

REPENTANCE.
WHO NEED 11— Search your heart.
How TO REPENT—Search your Bible.
THE Frurr—Search your life.
REPENT NOW.
« Harden not your hearts.” Heb. 3. 8.
BEWARE OF DELAY.
“ Being past feeling.” Eph. 4. 19,
TURN TO CHRIST.
«1 will take the stony heart out of their
flesh.” Ezek. 11. 19.
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A.D 27, Febrn-ryr');
LESSON VIIL—THE PREACHING OF JESUS; or, Anointed to Preach the Gospel.

GENERAL STATEMENT,

Great events have taken place in the eighteen months since the voice of the prophet sounded
from the shore of Jordan, Already the Baptist's work is finished, and the door of Herod’s
prison by the Dead Sea has closed upon him. The carpenter of Nazareth now stands before
the people as their promised Redeemer. The declaration of the forerunner and the voice from
heaven proclaim him to be the Son of God, and his mighty works and wonderful words attest
his divinity. ~From the baptismal stream he has gone down to the wilderness, and proved his
purity and his power by a victory over the tempter. Matt. 4. 1.9, Again, at Jordan, he is
pointed out by John as the Lamb of God, and a few disciples gather around him, John 1. At
a wedding-feast in Cana of Galilee he first shows his miraculous power, and soon after, by
driving the traders from the court of the temple at Jerusalem, he asserts a divine authority,
John 2. The fame of the new Teacher resounds through the land, hut as already the Phari-
sees of Jerusalem look coldly upon him, he turns his footsteps toward his own Galilee. Rest-
ing awhile by the patriarch’s well, he wins the soul of the Samaritan woman, (John 4, and
then passes on his way, preaching in the synagogues and teaching by the wayside and the
lake-shore. Once again he stands among the familiar scenes of his hoyhood at Nazareth, not
now the carpenter, but the prophet of renown, The village synagogue is crowded with his
former neighbors and work-fellows, and every eye is turned toward the young man of whom
such strange things are told, He reads the prophetic scroll, proclaiming the acceptable year of
the Lord, and calmly ap ropriates the prediction to himself, while, first wouder at his gracious
words, and then scomfurnnbelief at such lofty claims, fill the hearts of his listeners,

Luke 4. 14.21, Explanatory and Practical,
[Memory verses 16-19.] .| Verse 14. Jesus returned. From Jerusalem, by Jacob’s
14 And Jesus l‘u"“)"!‘“! I well, to Galilee. Power of the Spirit. The manifestation
the power of the Spirit into of a divine indwelling, which had been slowly growing through
Galilee : and ‘there went out | ¢, years, reached its fulluess at the hour of his baptism, and
a fame of him through all thenceforward a mighty power rested upon him through all his
the region round about. ministry. Into Galilee. The northern province of Palestine,
s at that time under the rule of Herod Antipas, Fame of him, .
"“‘:\}’sﬂlf"_“ﬁ”‘: ."]‘I"lu‘l‘l_’“i'l'}“{;' gm‘\': Such power as he possessed must attract notice, esp cially at a
and with power. Acts 10. 36, 37: time when the land was feverish in its expectation of a deliverer
The word which God sent unto the | from the Roman yoke. His miracles, though few as yet, and
chll:llrt'u n(f‘llﬂfwl'l. I'N‘»"-‘“"“{'I,"’}’"f‘l' his recent expulsion of the traders from the temple, would
:}Yr..;;‘ll-:nn il :l]ul:-‘;:‘u:::: Baden swell the fame, 1. He who has power from God soon becomes
from Galilce. after the baptism | prominent among men,
which John preached,

15, Taught in their synagogues. The synagogue
arose after the return from Babylonish captivity, B. C. 56,
They were places in which the Jows gathered for worship, the
reading of the law, and its exposition,  Glorified of all.
*Honoured by all.” All recognized his inspiration  and
authority, and multitudes flocked to hear his words, It was a
brief period of universal popularity, soon to pass away and
turn into hatred, as the principles of the new kingdom were
revealed to unwilling ears,

15 And he tanght in their
synagogues, being glorified
of all.

16 And he came to Nnza- | 16 Came to Nazareth. Ivom Cana, where he had
reth, wheve he | wrougit a miracle of healing upon a nobleman’s child at
| Capernaum, fifteen miles away. (Ou Nazareth see Notes on
3 he wab. | Lesson VI, ver, 51.) There is a difference of opinion amon;
and stood up for | commentators whether this is the ame visit with that referre
to in Matt. 13, 54-58. Alford aud Olshausen regard them as
Psa. 22, 92: 1 will doclare thy | TefOrring to one visit, at a later period in the history.  Whedon,
e unto my brethren: in the | Schaff, and most writers think there were two visits. 'Where
midst of the congregation will 1 he had been brought up, Ife had lived there full twenty-
binise thee. ~Matt. 18. 54: Aud | gight years, and been absent only a few months, [t required
When he was come into his own - g fons i i
country, he taught them in their = great courage and a full emscionsness of his anthority to an-
synagogue, insomuch that they nounce his mission among his old neighbours, 2. Let us learn
b .:):Ii)::“:x'::lr].' S '"",“-l Whence ' not to be ashamed of Christ's cause in our own home and among
these mighty works ? WELQTE ;:"‘ those nearest to us. As his custom was. It was bis cus-
Moses of old time hath in every tom. not only to attend the synagogue, but also to speak in it.
city them that preach him, bemny 3, It is a good habit to attend the services of God's house, not
{“:‘é ih the synagogues every Sab- only as a listener, but a partaker also. Into the synagogue,
v There were present many who had knowa him from childhood,
and perhaps his mother ‘sat behind the lattice in the women's
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17 And there was delivered
unto him the book of the

rophet Exnins. And when
:f had opened the book, he
found the place where it
wans written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the

sent m
hearted, to preaeh deliver-
ance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised,

Luke 1. 78. The dayspring from
on high hath visited us. John
8. 84: He whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God: for

giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto him. Col. 2. 9: For
in him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. Isa. 42. 8:
A bruised reed shall he not break,
and the smoking flax shall he not
quench, Psa. 147. 3: He healeth
the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds, 2 Tim. 2. 26:
T“nl they may recover themselves
out of the snare of the devil, who
nr‘e taken captive by him at his
will,

19 Mo preach the nccept-
able yenr of the Lord.

2Cor. 6.2: Behold, now is the
accepted time ; behohi, now is the
day of salvation, Isa. 49, 8: Thus
saith the Lord, In an acceptable
time have | heard thee,and ina
day of salvation have I helped thee.

20 And he closed the book,
and he gave it again to the
minister, and sat down. And
the eyes of all them that
were in the synagogue were
fastened on him,

Acts 13, 16: After the reading
of the law and the prophets the
rulers of the synagogue sent unto
them, saying, Ye men and breth-
ren, if ye huve any word of exhor-
tationfor the people, say on.

gallery above, Sabbath day. Satarday, the seventh day,
was the Jewish Sabbath, Stood up for to read. Stood u
as indicating a desire to read and expound the Scriptures, whic!
was the privilege of any Jew in good standing. He may have
taken the passage for the day, or he may have requested the
particular roll, and chosen the chapter.

17. The book. FEach of the larger books formed a separate
roll. It was of parchment, and generally on two rollers, so that
the place was found by rolling on at one end and unrolling the
other. The books were kept in a chest in the synagogue.
Prophet Esaias, Isaiah. The copy may have been i the
ancient Hebrew, though that had ceased to be aspoken llnglllﬁ:
among the people of Galilee in that age, and would require to
interpreted ; it may have been an Arama-c version, or the Greek
Septuagint, with which the patsage agrees mainly, but not
fullly. Opened the book. ll; unrolling until he reached the
place. Found the place. The quotation is from Iea. 61.
1, 2, with a clause from Isa. 58. 6. This in after times was the
selection appointed for reading on the Day of Atonement, but
we do not know that the same calendar of lessons was in use
during Corist’s life on earth. It would add a decp significance
if we were certain that while Jesus was reading this paseage at
Nazareth *“the scape-goat” was being led forth by the high-
priest at Jerusalem,

18, 19. The Spirit of the Lord. The passage primarily
referred to the prophet himself ; but like most ol the prophecies
had an application to Christ. Anocinted me, Turned into
English, this would be ** christened me,” as the word ** Christ”
means ** anointed.” Anointing was employed as a'service of
consecration to any important office, as royalty or priesthood,
To preach the Gospel. Literally, ““to proclaim glad tidings.”
4. T'he best news on earth is that n¥the Gospel. To the poor,
To the opﬁressed and poverty-smitten Christ ever brought
comfort. His Gospel is especially adapted to their needs, since

it is (1) !’lain; (2) Sympathetic ; (3) Kree ; (4) Elevating; (5)

Encouraging. 5. The ones who most need are those whom
Christ first seeks, 'To heal the broken-hearted, 6. Every
heart has its own sorrow, and every sorrow finds comfort in
Christ. Deliverance to the captives. As in the year of
jubilee the prison-doors were opened and the evslaved were set
free, so the Gospel comes to give liberty to hearts in bondage to
Satan, and minds under the power of darkness. 7. The only
chains which can oppress the mind are broken by Christ Jesus,
Sight to the blind. As was bestowed literally upon many
through Christ's ministry ; but in a deeper sense 1mparting
power of insight into truth, and large views of privilege under
the Gospel 8. No man can truly see until his spiritual eyes
are opened by divine power. Liberty them that are
bruised. ¢ Oppressed, pressed down;’ those who are in
gsorrow under the pressure of calamity. To such Christ comes
as deliverer, by showing them that trouble is only the means
whereby souls ae trained for heaven. The acceptable year.
The time when God stands ready to accept men, when sinners
may find pardon, and salvation is offered.

20. Closed the book. By rollingit up. The minister.
The chazan, or sunerintendent of the synagogue : whose duties
were somewhat like those of a sexton, since he had charge of
the furniture and chest of manuscripts. Sat down. It was
customary to stand while reading the law, and to sit while
explaining it. The eyes....fastened. The fact that his
townspeople were surprised at his fame is an indication that his
childhood and youth had given no special tokens of greatness.
9. From even the rude Nazarenes we may learn a lesson of
attention when the word is preached.

21, He began to say. Implying that the words given are

No

Tim
of Less
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21 And he began to say
unto them, This day is this
scripture fulfilled in your
ears,

Psa. 45. 2: Grace is poured into
thy lips. John 7. 46 : Never man
spake like this man lIsa, 50, 4:

he Lord God hath given me the
tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in
season to him that is weary,

GOLDEN TEXT,

He hath ancinted me to preach the Goupel
to the poor, Luke 4. 18,

HOME READINGS,

M. The preaching of Jesus, Luke 4. 14-21,

Tu. The Gospel rejected. Luke 4, 22.32,

W. The Gospel to the poor. Luke 6, 17-81.

Th. The Gospel to the enslaved. John 8. 23-36.
F. The Gospel to the lost, Luke 15, 1-10,

8. The Gospel to the blind. John 9, 1-17.

8. The Gospel to the burdened. Matt, 11, 25-30.

LENSON
No. 189, New Hymn Book, C. M,

Hark ! the glad sound, the Saviour comes !
The Saviour promised long ;
Let every heart exult with ;o,v,
And every voice be song !
On him the Spirit, largely shed,
Exerts its sucred fire ;
Wisdom and might, and zeal and love,
His holy breast inspire.
He comes ! the prisoners to release,
In Satan's bondage held ;
The gates of brass before himn burst,
The iron fetters yield,

No. 136, New Hymn Book.

Thou great Redeemer, dying Lamb,
We love to hear of thee ;

No music's like thy charming name,
Nor half so sweet can be,

O may we ever hear thy voice
In mercy to us speak !

In thee our Priest we will rejoice,
And thy salvation seck. .

Our Jesus shall be still our theme,
While in this world we stay ;

We'll sing the glories of his name,
When all things else decay.

No. 119, New Hymn Book.

Let earth and heaven agree,
Angels and men be julneé,
To celebrate with me
The Saviour of mankind ;
To adore the all-atoning Lamb,
And bless the sound of Jesus' rame,
Jesus, transporting sound !
The joy of earth and heaven ;
No other help is found,
No other name is given,
By which we can salvation have H
But Jesus came the world to save.
His name the sinner hears,
And is from sin set free ;
"Tis music in his ears,
"Tis life and victory ;
New songs do now his lips employ,
And dances his glad heart for joy.

MYMNS,

C. M.

4-0s & 2-8s,

“Tllll;;;ﬁ.. D. 27, & year and a half later than the date

only the beginning of the sermon
prophecy was chosen to g ply to
this period, Scripture fulfilled. He did not offer proofs or
arguments, but simply spoke with the conscious authority of one
who came from God, declaring that in him was the pmphec'y
fulfilled, however strange it might seem.
| words wait long, every word is sure of accomplishment, 11,
| God rarely brings his words to pass in the way that men expect.
| The teachings of
insight and fitness to
the scorn of the Nazarenes, and they would have slain him if he
had not escaped their hands,

53

then preached, in which the
himself. This lesson, At

10 Though God's

Christ at first won admiration from their
men's needs ; but his high claims aroused

& KLinks.—1. The baptism of Christ.
2. The temptation of Christ. Luke 4, 1-13,
lowers of Jesus. John 1. 87-51. 4. The first
miraele. John 2, 1-11. 5, The first passover, and the ex-
pulsion of the traders from the temple. John 2. 18-22,
0. Jesus and Nicodemus, John 8,1-21, 7, Jesus and the
woman of Samarna. John 4. 1-43, 8, The healing of the
nobleman’s son. John 4. 46-54,

Place.—Nazareth in Galilee.

QUESTIONS ON THE OUTLINE.

1. The Preacher, v, 14,15,
At what time in the life of Christ did these events
oceur?
How long was it after the events of the last lesson ?
How long had Jesus been absent from Nazareth 7
hat great events had taken place during his absence ?
What was the difference between Jesus at the period of
his departure and that of his return?
What was the power which he possessed ?
In what did it differ from the power possessed by other
inspired per.ons ?
2. The Place, v. 16,
What led him to return to Nazareth ?
Did he know wh: t would be the result of his preaching
there ?
What was his custom ?
What was the character of the services in the synagogue ?
Did he need the services for his own good ?
What example do we find in his conduet ?
3. The Text, v, 17-19,
What led Jesus to select this particular text ?
Where was it found ? Isa. 61. 1.
How did this prediction relate to the work of Christ?
What special ’nlﬁlment did it find in him?
In what sense is it still being fulfilled by the gospel ¢
4. The Sermon, v, 20, 21,
Why did Ohrist stand while reading, and sit down when
speaking.
Why did the people present listen to him with close
attention ?
Were any of those present related to him? Mark 6. 3.
What declaration did he make concerning himself?
Why was this a bold statement ?
What does it show concerning his character and claims 1

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
What are the teachings of this lesson—
1. Concerning the Sabbath?
2. Concerning the gospel
8. Concerning the Saviour ?
DoCTRINAL SUGGESTION—The authority of Seripture.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,
1. Always attend the services of the
Church. 2. Listen carefully to the preach-
ing. 3. Read and love the word of God.
4. See how all the Bible is full of Christ,
THE LESSON CATECHASM,
[For the entire school.]

1. To what region did Jesus return after
his baptism and temptation? To Galilee.

_;
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2. What power was upon him? The
power of the Spirit.

3. What place did he visit? Nazareth,
where he had grown up.

4 Where did he preach to the people?
In the synagogue.

5. What did he proclaim ?
of prophecy in himself.

6. What are we taught to do in the eighth
lesson? To hear Christ with faith.

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUFLINE.
‘The Ministry of Christ.

The fulfilment

| bless, is it not the communion
The bread which we break, is i
the body of Christ?

Joh
my blood, hath eternal life.
and my blood is drink indeed.

faithful in the Lord’s Supper, to the strengthening aad

refreshing of their souls, -
1 Corinthians 10, 16. The cup of blessing which we

of the blood of Christ?
it not the communion of

ohn 6. 54, 55. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinket
For my flesh is meat indeed,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.
A series of very striking historical pictures

| might be drawn of great preachers and of
sermons on great occasions.
have been the subjects of famous actual

Some, indeed,

Paul preaching at Athens, in

1. A MINISTRY OF POWER. paintings. ] r
Returned in the power of the Spirit. v. 14. Raphael’s immortal cartoon, is a conspicuous

“ Anointed Jesus ....with the Holy instance. But Iam thinking rather of word-
Ghost.” Acts 10. 38. pictures. Take first a Roman Christian
preaching to a little midnight gathering

11. A PoPULAR MINISTRY.
Taught. .. .being glorified of all. v. 15.
« Never man spake like this man.” John l

7. 46.
111. A" MINISTRY TO THE NEEDY.
To the poor....broken-hearted....cap-

tives. v. 18.
“All ye that labour....heavy laden.”
Matt. 11. 28. [

IV. A MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION.
To heal. ..deliverance. . . .sight. .. liberty. !

v. 18
“Blind receive sight....lame walk”
Matt. 11. 5.

V. A SCRIPTURAL MINISTRY.
This day is this Scripture fulfilled. v. 21
“To him give all the prophets witness.”

Acts 10. 43

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESNSONS.
How to Prench the Gospel.

1. The Gospel should be preached under
a divine sanction and influence, and aided
by divine power. v. 14.

2. The Gospel should be preached every-
where throughout all the land. v. 15.

3. The Gospel should be preached from
God’s word as its authority and its theme.
v. 17.

4. The Gospel should be preached with
the utmost directness to those who need
it most. v. 18.

5. The Gospel should be preached as a
comforting, encouraging, and helpful mes-
sage. v. 18,

6. The Gospel should be preached as dis-
plal,ﬂing at once man’s need and God’s
willingness. v. 18, 19.

CATECHISY QUESTIONS,
9. What is the thing signified by this outward sign ¢
The thing signified by the outward sign of bread and
wine in the Lord's Supper, is the body and blood of

in the Catacombs ; then Chrysostom de-
nouncing the vices of his age from the pulpit
of St. Sophia ; then Patrick or Columba, pro-
| claiming the Gospel on the wild coasts of
Northern Ireland and Western Scotland ;
then Luther at Wittemberg, or Latimer
| at Paul’s Cross, or John Knox before Mary
Queen of Scots ;

then Wesley among the
Kingswood colliers ; then Samuel Marsden,
on Christmas-day, 1814, giving out the text
of the first sermon preached in savage New
Zealand, “ Behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy ;” or William Duncan, on June
13, 1858, going from tent to tent to read over
to little bands of fierce Tsimshean Indians
his first halting attempt to frame the Gospel
message in their language. A group of
historical illustrations such as these would
interest most Sunday scholars.
But what for? An illustration must illus-
trate something : what do these illustrate,
in connection with the subject now before us?
1 would put it thus : All these very differ-
ent ages and different climes preached one
message. What was it? Was it John the
Baptist's message, which we saw in the last
lesson? Was it repentance? Certainly it
included that ; but was that all? Suppose
the Baptist’s preaching had been the last
revelation from God ; suppose the great
King had sent no proclamation to his rebel
subjects since : what would then have been
the preaching of Paul, and Chrysostom, and
Columba, and Luther, and Wesley, and
Duncan? Nay, what would be our teaching?
In my last Note I suggested a comparison
between our teaching and the Baptist’s ; but
suppose we had nothing to say but what
he can teach us? It would be a heart-
breaking task to have to go to the weary
and heavy-laden, or the careless and frivol-
ous, or to the proud and skeptical, with the
mere command to repent. Why should
they ? and how could they ?

Christ, which are spiritually taken and received by the




No, we must come, as to-day’s lesson bids
us, from the preaching of John to the
preaching of Jesus. Here we shall find the
true model of all teaching and preaching
since. And not the model only, but the
moving cause and inspiring source of all
our sermons and all our lessons. We come
with him to the synagogue of Nazareth; we
see him unrol the old prophecy of Isaiah
and turn to the appointed “lesson” for the
day; we hear him read out the glorious

words quoted in our passage—good news
for the poor, healing for the broken-hearted,

deliverance for the captives, sight for the
blind, liberty for the bruised, a time of
acceptance for all—adding, “ This day is the
Scripture fulfilled in your ears.,” And we
feel, Ah, now we have a message indeed
to carry forth! 4 proclamation, not of the
King's ‘displeasure, but of the King’s ever-
lasting love. Without the * Gospel ” which
Jesus preached at Nazareth—that is to say,
without him whose perfect life and atoning
death and triumphant resurrection and pre-
vailing intercession are the “ Gospel "—not
one of those great historical preachings
I have referred to could have taken place.
Nor, let the teacher add, could I come here
to teach this class Sunday by Sunday !
There is in the present day a tendency to
compare the teaching of Christ with that

of the sages of other nations and the
founders of other religious systems, The

critics do not attack it; on the contrary,
they praise it in the most condescending
manner, and allow its precepts to be excel-
lent ; indeed, quite as good as those of the
Talmud, or the Koran, or the Hindy Vedas,
or the maxims of Buddha or Confucius.
They carefully ignore, even if they do not
emphatically deny, the great doctrines of
redemption; but the Sermon on the Mount
—that is a grand thing!  Now we cannot
think too highly of the Sermon on the
Mount, but we may think of it too ex-
clusively ; and our subject to-day afiords a
capital opportunity to show our scholars that
Christ’s teaching " was not always of that
ethical kind. | believe, indeed, that the
Sermon on the Mount contains much more
evangelical doctrine than the critics see in
it; but whether or no, we cannot get a truer
idea of what the preaching of Jesus really
was than from the passage now before
us.

We notice a* once that the word “ preach”
actually occurs in the text itself three times.
“To preach the Gospel to the poor” To
preach deliverance to the captives.” “To
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
True, there are two different words in the

reek. “ Preach the Gospel,” is one word,

il
“evangelize,” or (as it is

rendered in Luke
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2. 10) “bring good tidings.” In the other
two cases the word means to “proclaim.”
See the passage from which Jesus quoted,
Isa. 61. 1. 2, where the distinction will be
noticed at once, even in our version, But
the difference is merely a verbal one The
Gospel is God’s royal proclamation ; and in
proclaiming deliverance and the acceptable
year we are bringing good tidings. Look,
then, at these three aspects of the preaching
of Jesus.

L. “Zo preach the Gospel to the poor?
This was the special sign of his Messiahship,
When John the Baptist sent to inquire of
Jesus whether he really was the coming One
after all, (an incident which will meet us in
the lesson for March 6,) the reply to the
messengers was, *“ Go and tell John what ye
have heard and seen : the blind receive their
sight,” etc., etc., “ to the poor the Gospel is
preached.” That was conclusive, for it
fulfilled Isaiah's ureat prophecy—the very
prophecy that was the text of Jesus at Naza-
reth. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me,” “ Christed
me,” one might say, ec/irise in the Greek.
He is made the Messiah, the Christ, the
Anointed One, for this very purpose, that he
may preach the Gospel to the poor! Who
are the poor? Not necessarily the poor in
a worldly sense. Teachers who visit the
homes of their humbler scholars know that
the poorest are the most self-righteous—they
want no Gospel ! why, their very poverty
in this life will insure them lLieaven in the
next! Nor is'it exactly the * poor in spirit ”
that are meant. The Gospel is for the
needy, that is, all who need it, whether they
know their need or not. In this sense the
whole world is “poor” in God’s sight, and
so0 the Gospel is for every creature,”

2. “ To preach deliverance to the captives.”
Here another title of Jesus is implied. He
is the Deliverer, the Redeemer. He not
only brings the good news of forgiveness of
sin through his own blood, but pioclaims
also that sin shall not have dominion over
us. A boy wanders into a part of his father’s
garden which he has been forbidden to enter,

and there gets his foot into a trap and is
held fast. His cries bring his father to the

spot. He begs forgiveness for his fault, and
in affectionate pity it is granted at once,
But is that all he wants? Suppose his
father goes away and leaves him there ;
why, he will hardly believe in the reality of
the forgiveness. No, he wants to be set
free. And so do we, and many of our Sun-
day scholars know it. There are thoughtful
boys and girls who are ashamed to ask God
to forgive their sins, because they know they
will go and do them again, Tell such that
Jesus proclaims deliverance to the captives,
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to those whose besetting faults seem to hold
them fast. Therefore we say with confidence :

Pardon our offences,
Loose our captive chains,
Break down every idol
That our soul detains.

3. “ 10 preach the acceptable year of the
Lord” That is, the Gospel Jubilee, the time
of release, restitution, restoration. Christ is
not only Saviour and Deliverer, but also
Restorer. He not only washes away the
guilt of sin, not only delivers from the power
of sin, but one day will sweep away even the
presence of sin, and restore to fallen man
the heritage he has lost. A blessed hope
indeed ! But on this I must not now eniarge.

I have said nothing in this Note of the re-
markable scene in the synagogue at Naza-
reth when Jesus, the “carpenter,” thus
preached. I did two years ago when we
bad this same chapter as our subject. But
we may well close by asking, How did those
Nazarenes receive that preaching of Jesus?
and how do we receive it ?

BEREAN METHODS.

Binckbonrd,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, K8Q.

The Preacrer JESUS.

" THEME, THE ACCEPTED TIME

The blackboard design is intended for | he would want to sleep and rest?

heart application to each member of the
school.
1. Jesus is the same preacher now as then.
2. * Now is the accepted time.”
3. It is with ME to accept or refuse,
HIS OWN | RECEIVED
HAVE I BELIEVED

Hints for the Teachers' Mecting and the
Class,

HIM NOT.

Sketch rapidly the events of the year and
a half between the last lesson and the
present....Draw a map to illustrate the
early journeys of Jesus, as named in the
Connecting Links. . ..A word-picture of the
scene at Nazareth, [If the file of the SUN-
DAY-SCHOOL BAN'IER has been kept, a fine
description may be found in the number for

SCHOOL BANNER.

l July, 1878, English Teacher’s Notes.] The
characteristics of Christ’s preaching. . .. How
the Gospel should be preached. ... Illustra-
tion of “ the acceptable year.” When Alex-
ander encamped before a city, he lit a lamp,
and proclaimed that while it shone the peo-
ple could find mercy, but none after it was
put out. . .. Liberty to the captives illustrated
by Lincoln’s proclamation of emancipali’on.

References. FOSTER'S PROSE. 680,
4603, 1118, 1119, 1122, POETICAL : 2564,
2565. FREEMAN : The synagogue, 636 ;
Public Scripture-reading, 755.

Primary and Intermedinte,
BY M. V. M.

INTRODUCTORY. Recall Jesus in the
temple among the doctors, making woid-
picture of the scene, and drawing from chil-
dren all that they remember of that lesson.
Now, tell them that Jesus is no longer a
bov, and review the lesson of last Sunday.
Who was John? For whom did he come to
prepare the way? What did he preach?
Explain righteousness, or right doing.]
With what did he baptize? Who will bap-
tize with the Holy Ghost ?

LESSON THOUGHT. “He hath sent me.”
(Print on board.)

1. Outline a little map on the board while
talking. Here is Jerusalem. When was
Jesus there? Yes, when twelve years old.
This is the River Jordan. Who baptized in
this river? John, and he told the people
that Jesus was coming. Here is a little
town called Nazareth. Jesus lived here
when a child and a young man. Now he
has begun to do his work. [Read what John
said of him. Luke 3. 16, 17.] One Sunday
he came to Nazareth, He did not live there
then, but went about the country preaching
and healing the sick. How would he spend
the day, do you think? Would he visit his
old friends and neighbours, or do you think
Let us
see what God says about the way in which
we are to spend Sunday. [Read from Bible,
Exod. 20. 8, 9, 10, 11, and Isa. 58. 13, 14.
Where, then, do you think Jesus would go?
Yes, to the church.

2. Show a picture of a Jewish synagogue.
A great many people were there, all eager to
see and to hear Jesus. They had heard that
he did wonderful works, and that he preached
about One who could save from sin. And
yet he was the same Jesus that they used to
know. By and by a book was given him to
read. It was the book of Isaiah. Here it
is in our Bible, and we may find in it the
very words that Jesus read that day! The
Holy Spirit had spoken them hundreds of
years berore Jesus was born, and no one
knew to whom they belonged. Listen. [Read
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verses 18, 19, of the lesson.] The words one whole with word “Jesus” inside ; the
belonged to Jesus, and now they had found | other in two parts, with the words “ Sorrow”
their owner ' He read them so that allcould | and “Sin” in it. The heart that has Jesus
hear, and then he closed the book and sat | in it, has let Jesus do the work for it he wants
down. All the people listened to hear what | to do, and which God sent him to do. He
he would say, and he told them that it was  came to open blind eyes. Eyes that love to
he of whom these words were spoken. He |look at sin are blind. Jesus opens them.
came to make broken hearts whole, to let | Tell story of the blind man who washed and
prisoners loose, and to do all these good | came seeing. He came to open prison doors,
things. ! To whom? To them who see that sin is the
3. Who sent Jesus to do this great work ? prison, and who want to get out. A child
See the Lesson Thought. God sent him to may be in this kind of a prison. You are
doit for each man and woman and child in | if you love sin, but Jesus wants to let you
the world. [Make two hearts on the board, | out.

A.D. 27, February 27
LESSON IX.—CHRIST HEALING THE SICK; or, The Power of the Lord.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

For nearly a year Jesus had stood prominently before the people, teaching the principles of
the new kingdom, and he was now at the most popular period of his ministry. 'l‘ine Pharisaic
gnty and the priestly order, though looking upon him with suspicion, had not yet openly

eclared themselves his enemies ; and the unthinking masses thronged after him in a blind
expectation that he would speedily draw the sword, shake off the Roman yoke, and establish
n Mount Zion a throne which should compel the homage of the world; an expectation
which Jesus well knew was folly, an1 which, when disappointed, would soon turn the hearts of
the people to a bitter hate. But at present vast multitudes were eagerly listening to his words,
while crowds of the sick and the suffering sought his healing power. Just at this period two
significant miracles were wrought. By touching with healing hand a man whose whole form
was polluced with leprosy. Christ silently proclaimed his independence of the entire mass of
ceremonial regulations which had grown up around the ancient law.  And when, in presence of
a company of jeaivus Pharisees, he said to the paralytic, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” he
calmly u.uarted' himself to be invested with an authority above priests or even prophets, as
the Son of God.
Luke 5. 26. Explanatory and Practical.
[Memory verses, 22-26 ] Verse 12. A certain city. The name is not given, but it

12 And it came to pass, | Was evidently in Galilee, and most writers have considered it
when he was in a certain | to have been Capernaum, which was situated on the north-
city, behold a man full of = Western shore of the Sea of Galilee. A man full of leprosy.
leprosy : who, seeing Jesus, = The disease now known as leprosy is one of the most; terrible
fell on his face, and besought | the East. It is an hereditary taint of blood, developing in the
him, saying, Lord, if thou ' gradual change and rotting away of the tlesh, generally begin-
wilt, thou canst make me | ning with the fingers and toes, and advaancing until all the
clean. members are covsumed, yet without special pain.  The lepers

live apart in Oriental cities, and are not permitted to touch
other people, from a view (supposed to be mistaken) that the
disease is contagious, Yet not all are agreed that this is the
leprosy of the Bible. It is probable that there were in ancient
times various kinds of skin diseases, more or less severe, in-
cluded under this term; thas although none of them were
curable, yet some of the milder forms ran their course, and then
left the system free, and that the regulations prescribed in
Lev. 14 were meant for such cases. The expression **full of
leprosy " might indicate that this was one of the most aggra-
vated type. 1. Leprosy stands as a type of sin in being (1)
Hereditary, (2) ll,)efiling. (3) lnuura%le. (4) Loathsome.
Fell on his face. Other sufforers might pluck his garment
or press forward into his presence, but fhe poor polluted leper
must fall upon his face afar off. If thou wilt, thou canst.
Here he showed deep insight as well as mighty faith, in recog-
nizing the divine power of Christ and appealing to his mercy.
2. Whatever our Lord wills te do, he can do for the sinner.
13 And he Eut forth his | Make me clean. 3. Those who would be cleansed from the
hand, and touched him, say. leprosy of sin must (1) Seck the only Physician. (2) Come
ing, I will: be thou clean, humbly. (3) Come earnestly. (4) Come believing.
And immedintely the leprosy

departed from him, 13. Put forth his hand. He could have wrought the
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14 And he charged hLim to
tell no man: but go, and
show thyself to the priest,
and offer for thy cleansing,
according as Moses com-
manded, for a testimony unto
them.

Lev. 14. 2, 4, 10: This shall be
the law of the leper in the day of
his cleansing....to take for him
that is to be cleansed two birds alive
and pan, and cedar-wood, aud
scarlet, and hyssop....and on the
eighth day he shall take two he-
lambs without blemish, and one
ewe-lamb of the first year without
blemish, and three tenth-deals of
fine flour for a meat-offering,
mingled with oil, and one log of oil.

15 But so much the more
went there a fame abroad of
him : and great muititudes
came together to hear, and to
be healed by him of their
infirmities.

*eople from Galilee,
polis, and from Jer-
usalem, and from Judea, aud from
beyond Jordan,

16 And he withdrew him-
gelf into the wilderness, and
prayed.

NDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

miracle without the outward touch, as he did to other lepers,

(Luke 17,) but the means made the miracle more manifest, and

in the present instance there was a purpose to be accomplished.

«Of all men a leper needed to be touched with the hand of
love.” Touched him. To touch an *‘unclean” person was
$o make oneself also unfit to associate with others or to worship
God until certain rites of cleansing were fulfilled, according to
the Jewish usage. Therefore, by this simple act Christ pro-
claimed not only his superiority to all ceremonial regulations,
but also their unimportance, and their destined abrogation. 4.
Mere forms must give way to the greater interests of salvation.
Be thou clean. A word which carried with it its own
authority to every atom of the leper's body, in which blood and
bone and nerve leaped to obey tiie Master's voice. Departed
from him. The waxy paleness of tue skin changes to the glow
of health, the decaying flesh regains its health, and the man
stands up strong and clean. 5. Such the transformation when
Giod brings salvation to a soul.

14. Charged him to tell no man. Because he did not
wish to be turned aside from the purely spiritual work of his
ministry to give his whole time to the healing of diseases.
Miracles were the token of his divine authority, and not the
jurpose of his coming. 6. Souls are of greater importance than
{)mllcs, and salvation than healing. Show thyself to the
priest That the case might be fully tested, and the reality of
the cure made certain, See Lev. 14, Offer for thy cleans-
ing. The ceremonies of the purification of one healed from the
leprosy occupied eight days, and included several sacrifices.
For a testimony unto them. The healing of one so full of
leprosy would be a manifest proof that Jesus was possessed of
divine power.

15, 16. So much the more. Instead of obeyinyg the com-

Matt. 14. 23: When he had sent
the multitudes away, he went up
into a mountain apart to pray : and
when the evening was come, he
was there alone.

17 And it came to pass on
a certain day, as he was
teaching, that therg were
Pharisees and doctors of the
law sitting by, which were
come out of every town of
Galilee, and Judea, and Jer-
usalem ; and the power of
the Lord was present to heal
them.

Matt. 28. 18: All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth,

18 And, behold, men
brought in a bed a man
which was taken with a
palsy : and they sought
means to bring him in, and
to lay him before him.

19 And when they could
not find by what way they
might bring him in because
of the multitude, they went

upon the housetop, and let | detail of life,

him down through the tiling

with lis couch into the midst | come.

before Jesus.

Luke 19. 2, 8, 4: Zaccheus.. ..
sought to see Jesus,...and could

mand to silence, the cleansed leper began to publish the matter
everywhere, Mark 1. 45. His disobedience was wrong, yet
somewhat excusable, in view of the wonderful work wrought,
| but the results followed which Christ had desired to avoid. 7.
Those for whom Christ las wrovght wonders find it bard to
keep silence concerning him. 8. No man is now forbidden,
but rather encouraged to tell what Christ has done for his soul.
Multitudes came together. 9. The testimony of personal
experience ever attracts the interest of people. To hear and
to be healed. Christ's aim was not to <{raw crowds, but to
influence character ; and in such excited multitudes, where
many were led by curiosity, and many by desire for physical
healing, there was not the suitable spiritual condition for his
teaching. Besides, there was danger lest his mission might
be misunderstood, and his followers embroiled with the Roman
government ; thercfore he withdrew himself. 10. Every
life needs seasons of retirement, meditation, and prayer.
Prayed. All communion with God is true prayer, and Christ
realized the need of this, as well as do his followers.

17. On a certain day. The precise time is not specified,
but it was probably soon aiter the healing of the leper. The
place is supposed to have been Capernaum. Pharisees. A
class of Jewish separatists who prided themselves on their minute
fulfilment of the law and all the additional rules devised by the
rabbins. Doctors of the law. Teachers; these were to be
found in all parts of the land, though they were most numerous
in Jerusalem, Their work was to expound all the minute dis-
tinctions and duties of the law, which wove itsell into every
Sitting by. Christ was teaching at this time,
not in the synagogue, but a private house Which were
Evidently they werc preseat, not to receive wstruction,

but 10 watch and criticise, as already there were signs of hostility
between Christ and their party, though no, as yet, open rupture.
| 11. Not all who listen to the Gospel are its friends. The
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not for the rrenn.. «.and he ran be-
fore, and climbed up into a syca-
more tree to sce him,

20 And when he saw their
faith, Le said unto him, Man,
thy sins are forgiven thee.

Eph. 2. 8: By grace are ye saved |
through faith,

21 And the scribes and the
Pharisees began to reason,
saying, Who is this which
speaketh blasphemies? Who
can forgive sins but God
alone?

Isa. 48. 251 1, even I, am he that [
blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own sake, and will not remem- |
ber thy sins.

22 Bat when

Jesus  pers

ceiv ir thoughts, he
answ & said unto them,
What reason ye in your
hearis ¢

Heb. 4. 13: All things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have to .o, |

23 Whether isx ensier, to |
say, Thy wins be forgive
thee; or to ay, Rise up and
walk ¢

24 But that ye may know
that the Son of man hath |
WEer upon ear forgive
sins, (he sai the sick
of the palsy, ay unto thee,
Arise,and take up thy couch, |
and go unto thine house. |

Acts 5. 31: Him hath God exalted
with his right hand to be a Prince
and a Saviour, for to give repent-
ance to Isruel, and forgiveness of |
sins, |

26 And immedintely he rose 1
up before t i and took up |
that whercon he lay,
departed to his own hous y
glorifying God,

26 And they
ed, and they
and were fil
saying, We have se
things to-dny,

Acts 19, 17: And fear fell on them
all, and the name of the Lord Jesus
was magnified,

GOLDEN TEXT.
The power of the K.ord was present to heal [

them.  Luke 5,17

LESSON MYDINS,

No. 328, New Hymn Book.

O thou, whom once they fl \:ked to hear,
Thy words to hear, thy puwer to feel H
Suffer the sinners to draw near,
And graciously receive us still,
They that be whole, thyself hath said,
No need of a physician have ;
But I am sick and want thine aid,
And want thine utmost power to save,

power of the Lord. Though power ever dwelt in Christ,
yet it was not at all times equally manifested. This was an
occasion when, in spite of unsympathetic witnesses, the divine
iufluence was specially exercised. To heal them. Not to
heal the Pharisees especially, but all such as needed healing,

18, 19, Brought in a bed. Notona bedstead, but laid
on u matting, or wrapped in a heavy quilt Because of the
multitude. Both the room, the court, and the front of the
house being surrounded by a crowd eager to draw near 1o Jesus,
Went upon the housetop. It was probably a dwelling
ouly one story high. Through the tiling. The roof was
not difficult to remove, being probably of clay spread upon
rushes, or bushes, which were laid upon sticks reaching from
beam to beam. 12. How much more trouble people will take
for the sake of their bodies than their souls!

20, 21. He saw their faith. The faith of those who
bore the paralytic was shown by their energy and determination
to bring him to Jesus. The man himself afterward showed trust
equal to that of his bearers in his ready obedience to Christ’s
command. He said unto him. Though neither the sick
man nor his company had spoken to Christ, yet he speaks to
them, In Matt. 9. 2, the words, “‘Son, be of good cheer,” are
added. Thy sins be forgiven thee. Tais was spoken,
not so much for the benefit of the man, as for the instruction of
the witnesses ; though a troubled conseience may have stood in
the way of the man's restoratin, Blasphemies. W ords
like these would seem presumptuous, cven from a prophet, and
could come with fitness from God alone. 13. There 18 no
other slternative betwecn regar ding Jesus as a blasphemer or as
the Son of God,

22, 23, Perceived their thoughts.
uttered their thoughts, but Christ read them, as
ward faith of the palsied man’s bearers.
inmost thoughts can also see ours, ‘Whether is easier.
““Which is easier.” To say. That is, to say with authority
to accomplish it. One sentence could he spoken as easily as the
other, but only one who had the right to forgive sin could possess
the power to heal diseases.

24, 25, 26. But that ye may know. ‘“By doing
that which was capable of being put to the proof, Christ vindi.
cates his right and power to do that which in its very nature is
mncapable of being proved.” The son of man. A nume by
which Christ showed his complete oneness with our nature, yet
at the same time suggested his heavenly origin. Power on
earth. While on earth, as a divine Being, be holds in bis
hand the same power which is his nght in heaven. Take up
thy couch. A light mattress. Took up that. ‘*The
couch had borne the man, now the man bore the couch,"— Bengel.
Amazed. Astonished at the miracle and the high ¢laim which
it proved. Glorified God. For sending so mighty a worker
among men. Fear, Reverence and awe, Stra.nge things.
Miracles wrought and sins remitted.

They had not
he read the in-
14 He who saw their

Helpless howe'er my spirit lies,
And long hath languished at the pool,
A word of thine shall make me rise,
Aud speak me in a moment whole,

No.238, New Hymn Book.
While dead in trespasses I lie,
Thy quickening Spirit give ;
Call me, thou Son of God, that I
May hear thy voice, and live.
While, full of anguish and disease,
| My weak distempered soul
| Thy love compassionately sees,
! O let it make me whole,

L. M. ’ C. M
|
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Impotent, deaf, and dumb, and blind,
And sick, and poor 1 am ;
But sure a remedy to find
For all in Jesus' Name,
No. 268, New Hymn Book. L. M.
Lord, 1 despair myself to heal;
1 see my sin, but cannot feel ;
1 cannot, till thy Spirit blow,
Aud bid the obedient waters flow.
With simple faith on thee I call,
My Light, my Life,my Lord, my All;
1 wait the moving of the pool ;
1 wait the word that speaks me whole.
Speak, gracious Lord, my sickness cure,
Make my infected nature pure :
Peace, righteousness, and joy impart,
And pour thyself into my heart.

Time.—A. D. 27, towards the close of the first year of
Christ’s public ministry.

Counceting Links.—1. Chnst's removal to Caper-
naum. Matt. 4. 1316, 2. The miraculous draught of fishes.
Lukes. 1-11. 8. Four disciples called. Matt. 4. 18-22.

Place.—Capernaum, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.

HOME READINGS,
M. The sick healed. Luke 6. 12-26,
Tw. The nobleman's son healed. John 4. 43-54.
W. The centurion’s servant healed. Luke 7. 1-10.
Th. The widow's son restored, Luke 7. 11-17.
F. The evil spirits cast out. Luke 8, 20-39.
S. The impotent man healed. John 6. 1-18.
S, The ten lepers healed, Luke 17. 11-19.
QUESTIONS ON THE OUTLANE,
1. Power to Clennse, v, 12-15.
'At what time in Christ's ministry did the events of this
lesson take place?
Who came to meet Jesus
What were the characteristics of his disease ?
How may 1t 1liustrate the state of a sinner?
What was the manner of his approach to Christ!
What requisite for salvation did he show?
What did Jesus show by touching him?
What followed the touch of Jesus?
What was his command and its reason ?
Why was it not obeyed 7 What result followed ?
Why did Jesu- withdraw? What was his need of prayer ?
2, Power to Cure,v 16-19.
Who were present with Christ?
What views ar d spirit did they represent?
With what purpose had they come?
What power was present? Goupes Texr.
Why was not this power equally manifested at all times ?
Who was brought, for what purpose, in what way ?
How does their conduct illustrate the spirit of a sincere
What faith did it show? [seeker?
Power 1o Pardon, v, 20-26.
How did the faith of the hearers aid the man whom
they carried
What did Christ say, and why ?
What was its « ffect on those present ?
How did Jesus know their thoughts?
How did he answer them?
Of what were his words a proof?
What verified his claim?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

Wherein dues this lesson show—
1. How we should regard Christ ?
2. How we should approach Christ?
3. What we may expect from Christ?

DoCTRINAL SuaarsTioN—The forgiveness of sins.
THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. Who came to Christ seeking to be
healed? A leper.
2. What did Jesus say to him? “ Be thou
clean.”

3, What did Jesus command him? To

4 What nevertheless took place? His

fame went everywhere abroad.

5. How was a man sick of the pa.ls{l

brought to Christ? He was let down throug
the roof.

6. What did Jesus say to him? “ Thy

sins be forgiven thee.”

7. What followed his forgiveness? He

took \‘JIE his bed and walked.
8.

hat is taught us in the ninth lesson ?

Christ’s forgiveness of sins.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.
1. Let nothing keep you from coming to
Jesus. 2. Believe fully in his power and
love. 3. Tell him all your needs and
troubles. 4. Ask him to forgive your sins.

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Types of n Sinner’'s Salvation.
I. THE SINNER.
1. Polluted. Full of leprosy. v. 12.
“Whole head is sick....heart faint.”
Isa. 1. 5.
2. Helpless. Brought in a bed. v. 18.
“We. . ..without strength, Christ died.”
Rom. 5. 6.
I1. THE SEEKING.
1. Purpose. Went up....house-top. v.

19.
“ Seek, and ye shall find.” Matt. 7. 7.

2. Prayer. Besought him. v. 12.
“Ask, and ye shall receive.” John 16. 24.

3. Faith. He saw their faith. v. 20.
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Acts 16. 31.

I11. THE SAVIOUR.

1. His Touch. Put forth his hand. v. 13.
“Virtue out of him. .. .healed.” Luke 6.

19.
2. His %Tord. Thy sins are forgiven.
“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities.”
Psa. 103. 3.
IV. THE SALVATION.
1. Immediate. Immediately ...

V. 25.
“With God nothing is impossible.”
Matt. 17. 20.

2. Complete. Tookup....whereon....
lay. v. 25,

“Able. . ..tosave. . ..to the uttermost.”
Heb. 8. 25.

ADDITICNAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,

How to Come to Christ.

1. We should come just as we are, with
all our sins, not waiting nor hoping to make
ourselves better. v. 12.

2. We should come very humbly, recog-
nizing our own unworthiness, and casting
ourselves at his feet. v. 13.

3. We should come beseechingly, asking
Christ to remove our guilt, and save our
souls. v. 12,
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4. We should come believingly, trusting
in him to effect the work well pleasing to his
will. v. 12,

5. We should come perseveringly, not
yielding ;o obstacles in the path of our com-
ing. v. 18, 19,

6. We should come obediently,
to do whatever his will comman
impossible it may seem. v. 25.

attempting
ds, however

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

10. Why ought we to partake of the Lord’s Supper regu-
larly and frequently »

ch ought to partake of the Lord's Supper regularly and
lrequemlg,—

1. In obedience to Christ's commandment, ““ This do in
remembrance of me.” (Luke 22, 19,)

2. To make a holy profession of Christ and his cross, by
declaring our entire ependence on his
atonement for our sin

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESq.

“ POWER present to heal them,” the Gold-
en Text tells us. These are surely most
striking and significant words, The presence
of a power greater in some way than our
own, and available for our wants, is always
a comfort. Your wife or your (hild is ill,
and you are watching by the bedside at
night ; is it not some relief to your anxieties
to know that the medical man lives in the
next street, and can be called at any moment
if wanted ? Very different is your position
from that of a missionary like De Krapf,
whose child was born while he and his wife
were fugitives in an African forest forty years
ago—only living an hour or two—and who
afterward buried the mother, too, on the
shores of the Dark Continent, Or it may
be protection that you stand in need of,
You are travelling in the mountains of
Southern Italy or Greece ; you know bri-
gands are about ; is it not a relief to look at
your well-armed escort, and feel their power
is present to defend you?

But there are two very great differences
between cases like these and that to which
the Golden Text refers. F irst, there is on
the one side willingness, nay, eagerness, to
resort to the power that is present ; and on
the other an almost total absence of any
such feeling. You need no persuasion to
induce you to send for the doctor if your
child gets worse, or to keep close to your
escort when passing the brigands’ haunts ;
but how few in Galilee would avail them-
selves of the exhaustless treasury there was
in Christ of power to heal and to save ! And
yet, secondly, we see in the one case a power
that may be insufficient for the purpose, and
in the othera power that is invincible if only
itis used. Your doctor may fail to save your
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child’s life ; your Italian escort may be over-
come by the brigand band. But when “the
power of the Lord was present to heal ” the
crowd in Capernaum, not one of them could
have resorted to it in vain, So that the con-
trast is complete,

But the question for us is,
are these wonderful words n
They are applicable in the fu

In what sense
ow applicable ?
llest sense to a

A
and power pre-
f sin and misery
lit! A Sunday-
ly godly member
heart with seem-

world lying in wickedness—.
sent to heal it ! A city full o
—and power present to hea
school class without one try
in it, and its teacher sick at
ing failure—and power present to heal them
all!  An individual soul, pining under a
sense of sin and infirmity—and power to
heal it once and forever | And yet, marvel-
lous to say, the healing is not accomplished.
How and ‘why is this ?

The study of to-day’s subject, Christ heal-
ing the sick, ought to lead us to the solution
of this most sad and solemn problem. [t
should be carefully noted that Jesus did not
heal everybody. "Why not ? Certainly not
because his power was deficient. Certainly
not because he ha i ‘learly there
must have been conditions of some sort,
without which, ordinarily at least, he did not
work. When once, in the street of Caper-
naum, he suddenly stopped and said, Who
touched me? and when Peter expressed sur-
Prise at such a question in the midst of a
thronging and surging multitude, why was it
that timid hand of the afflicted woman alone
drew “virtue” from him? When once, at
Nazareth, we are told that “ he could do no
mighty works,” why could he not? In the
latter “case, a comparison of Mark 6. 5, 6,
with Matt, 13, 58, shows plainly that in a
Sense—mysterious though it be—his power
was made powerless by the unbelief of those
he would and could have healed. And as to
the poor woman, his own word to her was
not, “ Thy touch hath made thee whole,” but
“Thy faith hath made thee whole,”

Now look at the particular miracles before
us in this lesson, and see how it was they
came to be performed--how the * power ”
that was “present” came to be put in mo-
tion,

1. Why was the leper healed? Con
that there were many lepers in Galilee who
did not get healed, I think we may reply,
Because he asked. But mark what that ask-
ing implied. Not a mere hope that Jesus
would do for him what he had done for
others. Jesus had already cured many sick
folks, but we have no evidence that he had
cleansed a leper ; and the incident looks as
if it were recorded as being the first case of

sidering

——
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the kind. If so, the miracles this leper may
have heard of would almost tend to deter
him from asking. He might reflect, Yes, he
has rebuked fevers and palsies, he has given
eyes to the blind and feet to the lame, he
has even cast out devils—but my leprosy ! —
can he heal that? Ah, no, that’s a different
thing. And this would not be an unreason-
able thought. Leprosy was not only the
most dreaded and loathsome of all diseases,
not only a hereditary disease, not only one
that grew worse and worse to the end, not
only beyond the power of the cleverest doc-
tor to cure, but besides all this, it was pecu-
liarly the curse of God (as in the cases of
Miriam, Gehazi, Uzzah), and the Divine
Law cut the leper off from all the privileges
and ordinances of religion. What hope,
then, was there that Jesus would heal such
an one?

And yet this leper came and asked. In-
stead of standing afar off (like the ten, Luke
17. 12), uttering his dreadful warning cry,
«Unclean! Unclean!” he comes and
kneels down before Jesus, in full assurance
that, if he will, he can make him clean.
He had faith that there was power present
to t him. He was not quite certain about
the will, but his asking at all shows he had
hope even of that. But belief in the power
was that which Jesus so often demanded.
“ Believe ye that 1 am able to do this?”
Matt. 9. 28.  “If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth.”
Mark 9. 23. And so he did what must have
horrified the bystanders-—he put forth his
hand and touched him whose touch was
legal defilement, with the blessed words, “1
will : be thou clean.”

2. Why was the paralytic healed?
is a more complex case.

This

them for different reasons.

(@) Why did he get the forgiveness of his
We do not find in other cases that a
miracle on the body was accompanied by a
No | Explain about leprosy, palsy, “showing to

sins?

special revelation of grace to the soul.

For here the poor
sufferer got two blessings, and seemingly got

word of favour (“child”), and the word of
pardon.

(6) Why did he get the cure of his palsy?
Now we are told by all three evangelists
that Jesus marked the faith of the bearers.
“Seeing their faith.” 1t is true that this is
connected with his word of forgiveness. But
we cannot suppose their faith was a faith in
his power to forgive, and their object in get-
ting their patient through the roof to obtain
pardon for his sins. As I read the narrative,
Jesus, seeing their faith, was prepared to
work the miracle they desired ; but before
doing so, he bestowed the higher spiritual
blessing which the man himself so especially
longed for.

I would, therefore, suggest three thoughts
for ourselves and our classes. The power of
the Lord is present to heal. How can it be
brought down to those who need it?

1. If we need blessing ourselves, spiritual
or temporal, pardon, or grace, or deliver-
ance, or guidance, or provision, we must be-
lieve in the present power of Jesus, “ Lord,
if thou wilt, thou canst.” And we know, too,
he is willing as well as able !

2. Also wc must have a sense of our need
_a consciousness not only that Jesus can
give the blessing, but that we sorely want it.
Otherwise there may be belief, but no earn-
estness. It is the poor and needy in their
own estimation who will hear the word, “ Be
of good cheer, child !”

3. By our own faith and earnestness we
| may bring others to the feet of Jesus and

claim his blessing for them too. It is a
| grand encouragement to teachers and min-
‘ isters and missionaries and those who pray

for others—* Jesus, seeing their faith, said,
¢ Son, thy sins are forgiven thee.’”

BEREAN METHODS.
Wenchers’ Meeting and the
CUlass.
Give a short account of the events of the
« connecting links” with the last lesson. ...

ints for the

doubt it was really so in many cases ; but | the priest,” Pharisees, doctors of the law,

there is something unusually emphatic here.

Galilee, Judea, “letting down through the

Christ's first word, on seeing the strange | tiling,” couch, etc....Give account of the

apparition coming
laid at his feet, is, “ Be of good cheer, child

down from the roof and | two miracles of this lesson... .The various

! | kinds of power shown by Christ in this

thy sins are forgiven thee.” (The literal ren- | Jesson. ... How leprosy represents sin....
dering of Matthew’s account, which at this | What kinds of faith in this lesson....How

point is the fullest.)

cheer?” and why, “ Child !” Evidently the

Why “Be of good |the salvation of a soul is here represented

~What is here taught concerning the

Lord saw the sorrow in the man’s heart, and | way of coming to Christ.... [llustrate by
pitied him, and therefore began with a word | the earnest efforts a sick person will take to

of compassion.

felt himself cut off from God, and all hi:

bodily infirmities were as nothing to him in

comparison with his sense of sin ; and so
Jesus puts together the word of cheer, the

S But what was his sorrow
about? Surely about his sins. Surely he

gain health. ... The transformation from sin
to salvation illustrated by filthy rags in a
s | paper-factory turned to a snowy whiteness
©. Faith illustrated by the soldier who

claimed and received a captain’s rank be-
cause the emperor called hirm * Captain "

day.
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References. Foster’s PROSE : 3973,
671, 1740, 10199, 7685, 10564 POETICAL
2102, 2311. FREEMAN : The bed, 649 ; The

roof broken up, 736.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. v, M.

REVIEW. Itisa very easy matter to draw
a'little map on the board, to remain from
Sunday to Sunday, locating places upon it
as we come to them in the history, and it
will add greatly to the interest of the chil-
dren. Where was Jesus at the time of our
last lesson? On what day? Where did he
go? What did he do? What was his work ?
Now add Capernaum to the places on the
map, and explain that Jesus has come to this
place, and that he had come to help some-
body who was in trouble.

LESSON THOUGHT. “ The Power of the
Lord.”

1. Talk alittle about “ power ”—the power
of steam in moving engines, of water in run-
ning mills, of the wind in driving vessels,
Man has power to do many things. Draw
from children some of the things that a man
can do. Speak of the different kinds of
power—of thought, of love, of faith, etc,
Now turn to the Lesson Thought. We are
going to hear of the power of the Lord to-
day.

The Lord Jesus had a heart so gentle,
that no one, no matter how vile he was, felt
afraid to come to him. One day Jesus was
in the city of Capernaum, and ‘one poor
man, who had an awful disease that no
doctor could ever cure, heard of him, He
was called a leper, and no one dared to
touch a leper, lest he may become one him-
self.  If you were sick, and saw Jesus com-
ing toward you, would you ask him to cure
you? Jesus is nearer to us than he was to
the leper, and yet we do not ask him, maybe,
to cure our sickness—of ill-temper, of self-
ishness, of disobedience. For you are sick
when you sin, though your body may be
well and strong. The spirit, which "God
made to live forever, is sick when you do
naughty things, and this is a sickness that
will kill your spirit, unless you let Jesus cure
it As soon as the leper came near enough
to Jesus he asked him to make him clean,
He said, “ You can do it if you will.” That
was faith. He believed that Jesus had
power. And right away Jesus put out his
hand, saying, “T will.” "If a man had done
this, even a great doctor, it would have done
10 good, but Jesus was God, and the * power
of the Lord " cured him at once,

3. Here is another story showing the
power of the Lord. [Show a picture of an
Eastern house, if possible, that children may
get some idea of how a sick man could be
let down through the roof.] In telling a
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lesson story, it is a great help in holding the
attention, to appeal to the children often for
an opinion or some kind of expression. Let
this story teach the lesson of thought for
others. Those who knew and loved the man
sick of palsy wanted him to be cured. So
they took the trouble (o carry him to Jesus.
And he was pleased, * He saw their faith,”
He saw their .ove,and he did Just what they
wanted him tc do. He will see our faith and
love, if we are trying to do something to
make others better and happier. Jesus does
not like to see a child caring more about his
own things, his own comforts, his own plea-
sures, than about others.

CLOSING EXERCISES, Tell how entirely
Jesus cured the sick man— <o that he could
carry away the light bed on which he had
lain. That shows what power he had. [et
us close our eyes and think what we w ant to
be cured of, and then in our echo-prayer we
will ask Jesus to cure us,

Bluckboard,
BY J, B, PHIPPS, E8Q,

On the blackboard is the ground plan of
an Oriental house, a full des ription of which
can be found on page 198 of Rible Manneys
and Customs, by Rey. [, M. Freeman, D.D,,
or in Swmith’s Bible Dictionay y, article on
“Houses.” For the purpose of illustrating
to-day’s lesson the following explanation will
be found sufficient :
A—Entrance to house.
/—Entrance to court,
C—Court,
/)—Fountain in centre of court,
The small round marks in the court show
the position of pillars for a gallery extending
around it.
BLACKBOARD SENTENCE,
BRING SOME ONE TO JESUS.
LESNONS FOR MAROH,
MARCH 6. Witness of Jesus to John; or,
A Shining Light. Luke 7. 19-28,
MARCH 13. The Sinners Friend ; or,
Sins Forgiven. Luke 7. 36-50.
MARCH 20, First Quarterly Review,
MARCH 27. Missionary Lesson.
9. 1-6.

ISNL,

Luke
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9 Josus died! Jesus died ! Jesus died for sinners !
Jesus died—died on the tree: He shed His blood to save us,
Now Jesus calls us : from Calvary He calls us §
g

His blood calls loudly from the tree;
His blood He shed to save us.

8 Jesus lives! Jesus lives! Jesus lives for ever!
Jesus lives—lives now a King: He lives a King to save us
Jesus can keep us—*rom all our foes can keep us:
Can keep us even unto duth
He lives a King to save us!

& Jesus comes! Jesus comes! Jesus comes in glory!
Jesus comes—comes on the throne: He's coming soon to judge us.
Jesus is coming: He'll come, the heavens rending:
The Crucified will come to judge;
He's coming soon to judge as.

6 Weary soul, weary soul, come at once to Jesus
Come at once—come now to Him : come while He waits to save youw
The Saviour loves you : He's coming soon to Jjudge you:
He lives to set you free from sin;
He shed His blood to save you g




