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A TEACHER WHO TAUGHT.

C\'un. Norvrorg, in School Jowrnal.

I once studled history for a year under a teacher who
knew how to teach. The topic was general history, and
the teacher devoted fifty minutes a day, four davs in the
week, to making thirty-five pupils in a country high school
vealize that a life-time is too short for the learning ~of much
history ; and yet that great pleasure and profit may accrue
from even a slight nnderstanding of it. The preseribed
text-book was “Swinton’s Outlines of History,” and we
always learned three or four pages at a time as a ground-
work for our lesson.

Assyrian and early Egyptian history we must have slight-
ed. And yet, she made so much of an impression that, after
fifteen years, when I spent some hours among the speci-
mens of Assyrian art in the Louvre, very definits notions

came to me concerning the reasons for its excellence and
for its limitations, notions which I found, upon consulting
the proper authorities, were quite correct. (I am reason-
ably certain that none of my studies in those fifteen years
have touched upon Assyrian art.)

‘When we were ready to begin the history of Greece, Miss
Thompson read aloud from Bulfinch’s * Age of Fabie”
Liaroughout the history period, the first day She was a
charming reader, and, moreover, an exceedingly rapid
one, so she covered considerable ground in hfty minutes,



262 THE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

There were two orthree copies of “ The Age of Fable” in
the school library and two more in the town library. We
fought for those books, we planned to meet at each other's
houses so that one might read aloud to several others, and
before the end of a week we had read that portion of the
book which refers to the Trojan war, and considerable
more. Meantime we were learning and reciting a stated
lesson each dav.

There was never a recitation to which Miss Thompson
did uot add far more than what we had found in the text-
book, and added it so vividly that we could not help re-
membering it. She always called us to account for this
extra information, and usually we gave it back without
much trouble. Almost every day she began a book or an
* article or a poem bearing ou the subject, read it aloud un-
til she reached a critical pointy and then held it aloft with
the smiling question, * Who would like to take this book
howe until to-morrow ?”  Thirty-five hands would go up
and envied would be the fortunate one who received the
book. .

She spent days in trging to make us realize the grandeur
of Greek art and letters. She used photographs and every
hook she could lay her hands on, but more than all she
made us feel how great a thing the Greek influence has
been through all the ages. If 1 may venture to say it
without seeming ridicunlous she made us feel that artists
were painting, scholars were studying, and we, in our
small way, were acquiring knowledge the better, hecause
those artists and scholars had so labored in the long ago.
In the last two weeks which we devoted to Greek history:
she read aloud a history of modern Greece, and then she
gave us an examination. There were two parts to this ex-
amination. One was an essay on whatever in Greek his-
tory had seemed to each pupil particularly surprising, in-
teresting, or worth remembering.  The other was like all
ordinary examinations, ten guestions on the work just
completed. but every question required for its answer an
act of reasoning ratherthan an act of memory. Of course
memory was necessary, memory of facts {from which to
reason, but no verbation memorizing was of any avail in
that examination, which included, it may be said, just as
many questions on the information Miss Thompson herself
had given us and on the books we had read and heard, as
on the matter in the text-book.
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We spent three months on Roman history.  The first
thing we did was to learn “The Prophecy ol Capys.” A
certain number of stanzas were put on the blackboard
every day, and those pupils who did not own Macaulay’s
“ Lays” copied them into blank-books.  Miss Thompson
read aloud a book whnich covered the period ol the seven
kings of Rome. When we could recite, with more or less
accuracy, every word of the “I’rophecy,” she told us that al-
most every important event in the history we were about
to study was alluded to in that poem. Some of the allu-
sions we were able to explain at once from what we had
learned from her reading, and as we went on with our
study we fixed each event in the “ Prophecy.”

Evorx day of that three months we learned two or three
stanzas of the “ Lays” until we knew the whole of *The
Battle of Lake Regillus” and * Virginia.” Ten years after-
ward I knew every word of all three, and to- -day I can re-
member the greater part of the poems, and several of my
classmates have told me that they find themselves invari-
ably referring the allusions to Roman history and Roman
customs which they find in their general recading. to the
stirring poetry which they learned n their school (hys

We rcad the whole of Shakeape.u’ s “Coriolanus.” some
of it aloud, in the class, and the rest at home. We read
Antony and Cleopatra, in part, and Miss Thompson gave
us such a lecture on purity of mind, and the art of enjoy-
ing literary masterpieces without hunting for dirt or think-
ing about dirt, that I do not vemember one bit of talk
among the frn*ls concerning the parts of that play to which
many “teachers would object. Of cowse, for the boys [ can-
not answer, except thus far, [ know that of the ‘thirteen
boys who were members of that class, twelve, to-day, are
nien of singularly upright, pure lives, men who stand for
all that is good in pohtm and social mmprovement in the
communities in which they live.

We read the whole of *Julius Ciesar” I think we pre-
pared for the reading, especially, and tried to do it with
some elocutionary effect.

When we studied about the long struggle of the Ple-
beians for political rpcownitiou. I think that the simple
fact of our knowing “Virginia,” and having, as it were, al-
most within our own experience, 2 com,rt,te example of the
wrongs which the Plebeians endured. made the whole
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subject assume reality. Young people of fifteen or six-
teen learn much through their emotions. TPolitical econ-
omy and philosophy must be administered to them in
small doses to have much eflect.

Every member of the class read “The Last Days of
Pomper ™ at home, and J. G. Whyte-Melville’s * The
Gladiator,” was read aloud by the teacher during the last
week of the term. Perhaps 1 should explain that there
were recitations on all this historical fiction, or rather on
the historical facts on which it was founded.

We looked up references constantly. Sometimes the
lesson to he prepared consisted entirely of topics to be
looked up wherever we could find information,and on such
days the whole class usually adjourned to the public library
for the greater part of the afternoon.

The examination that term consisted of ten questions ;
but one answer was allowed to occupy more than three
lines, and that was one which asked for certain stanzas from
Macaulay. I remember well that when Miss Thompson
gave out the paper she told us that every bit of work we
had done that term was involved in those ten questions,
and that only pupils, who had studied and thought con-
scientiously, could hope to answer them. We were expected
to hand in onr answers uncopied, so we had to sit down
and think over every guestion, compose possible answers
and then mentally prune them down before we dared put
pen to paper.

The last term we stndied medieval history, and I think
that Miss Thompson, with the rapidly approaching vaca-
tion before her, must have hurried us; because I find my
remembrance of the details of the work is not nearly so
vivid as is that of the two earlier terms.

I remewmber that we read “The Children’s Crusade,”
and that Miss Thompson said that she let us spend the
time on it because she thought it would make us realize,
more vividly than any other book, how widespread was the
religious excitement in Europe during the period of the
Crusades, and how great a power popular excitement can
become. She had lived through the War of the Rebellion
herself, I think she had been an hospital nurse, and I re-
member that in speaking about popular excitement, she
told us how real a thing patriotism secms in a time of na-
tional distress, and she said, “l am glad I am old enough
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to be called an old maid. because if I were younger, I
could not remember the war, and the etpm‘n,nce of those
days is worth half a life-time of book cducation.”

We read “The Jast of the Barons.” “Anne of Gierstein,”
and *Ivanhoe,” in conmncetion with the Feudal Systein.
Miss Thompson read portions of the historical plays of
Shakespeare aloud, and interested us sufficiently in them
to make several of us read King John, Richard IT., Henry
IV, Henry V., Henry VL. and Richard 111., the following
summer. We read them for the histor v, or the stmv whiche
ever you choose to call it, not the literature; bat the liter-
aturc made its impression nevertheless, for lo this day a
period of leisure always sends e to the book-case for one
of the historical plays.

I have told only a little of what Miss Thompson did for
us that year. It would take far too many words of mine
to tell how many seeds of historical interest she planted
which have sprung up and flourished in the succeeding

ears.

Y She was a professing Protestant Christian of the best
type, and without ever offending a single pupil in a class
composed partly of Rownan Catholics, she managed to link
the Old Testament and the New with our secular history,
and also to give us much that was valuable of ecclesias-
tical history. I remember that in speaking of how Rome
increased its power by extending its franchise to con-
quered communities she quoted Paul’s conversation with
the centurions and the chief captain—-Tell me, art thou a
Roman?” He said. “Yea.” And the chief captain
answered, “ With a great sum obtained I this freedom.”
And Paul said, * But | was free born.”

I remember, too, how she gave me just enough of an
idea of the Spanish rule in the Low Countries to maks
me read the whole of the Rise of the Dutch Republic after
I had left school.

I fear that I may have given the impression that Miss
Thompson dealt only with the personal side of history and
that she interested us simply in the romance of the sub-
ject. If such has been the effect of what I have written I
have done her scant justice. She was a woman of the
widest sympathy. She could appreciate the feelings of the
girl who felt slighted because her name had been omitted
from an invitation list, and she could sympathize with the
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whole down-trodden French nation which achieved its
freedom by such frightful slanghter. Iuse this particular
illustration because before 1 studied general history, Marie
Antoinette was my historical heroine and T was a most en-
thusiastic * Aristoerat,” but afterward no romance of ruined
émigré, however great its pathos, could ever make me feel
that the Revolution was not justified. When I went to
France it was the people even more than the art or the
shops lent the deepest intevest,

1 have lost touch with high school work, but il the
boys and girls who are devoting one year to general his-
tory to-day are being made to enjoy history as wo were
made to enjoy it, they are to be congratulated.

‘Editorial Neotes q)nd Comments

SPEAKING ol Teachers’ and Parents’ meetings, one of
the school superintendents on the other side of the line,
Mr. Kraege, of Green Bay, saysin his last annual report :—
The purpose of the meetings has becn to brigg together,
for conference, those whose duty it is to bring up and
educate the children that have been entrusted to them ; to
get the parents to realize that the teachers are their friends
and helpers in this work; to get pavents to realize that the
school is in fact a branch of the homes represented in it
and, by having classes conducted in the presence of the
parents, to show them how we teach school to-day. The
teachers merely do what the parents cannot do wow for
want of time. In other words, the school is doing a part
of the work of the fathers and mothers represented in it,
It we are io obtain the best results in the education of
children, the home and the school must form a closer
union. The interests of both overlap and intermingle so
that it is of primary importance to have the two work in
sympathy and hearty cooperation. The home needs the
teacher and he belongs to the home; his aim must be to
advance the interests of the home. At present, in most
places, the teacher does not know enough of the home and
the home does not know enough of the teacher. The
willingness with which parents have taken part in these
meetings has been gratifying. The spirit which has been
manifested is admirable. The questions discussed have
been of interest to both teachers and parents.”
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—IN “ Educational Foundations,” Elizabeth I’. Hughes
gives this clever conception of what the ideal lesson
should be. It must,” she says, *be complete in itself.
It must have a beginning, and a proper and complete end-
ing. The ideal lesson must be vitally connected with a
series of lessons. [t must be preceded and followed by
private work. It must be connected with the life of the
child. It must be connected with the life of the world
and with the world of books. It must be connected with
the previous life of the child, and it must have the salient
points clearly emphasized.”

~—THE young child just beginning school has everything
to learn. Minute directions, constant oversight, frequent
changes of work, much individunal help are necessary. In-
struction must be entirely oral. Children know nothing
of the use ~f books, are awkward and unready in manipul-
ation of material, have formed no habits of study or of self-
direction. All must be learned under the guidance of the
wise teacher. 7t is of the utmost importance to the child’s
future as a learner that right beginnings be made. It is
possible to determine the trend of the entire school life in
this first year. Careless, indifferent habits developed dur-
ing this year inevitably hinder the work of the vears fol-
lowing, lengthen the term of school life, or result in such
indifferences as effectually ends the school period at the
earliest possible moment. If we could gatherinto statistics
the records of the year’s lost in the school-room, we should
find a convincing argument for right beginnings. The
children are ignorant of their gain or loss at this time.
Many of them never know why they fail to reach the
« prize that is set before them.” Bui we know that ¢ as
the twiyg is bent the tree is inclined.” Nor can we lightly
consider the conditions which promise to mar the future of
our little children.— Ezchange.

—WE arc glad to learn of the continued success of the
Sciool Journal, of New York. In a recent number, the
publishers say :—* The strong support the School Journal is
receiving from superintendents, principals, professional
teachers, school boards, and the friends of education
generally, has encouraged the publishers to reduce the
subscription price from $2.50 to $2.00 a year. Never be-
fore has the outlook been so promising. The wonderful
progress in the field of education has made the reading of
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a representative educational weekly a necessity to all who
wish to succeed. Both in this country and abroad, the
School Journal is recognized as the leading professional
organ of the progressive American educator.  Still greater
efforts will be made not only to retain this leademhxp but
to render still more telling service to the advancement of
the cause of public education. All this, together with the
reduction in the price of subscription, and the many im-
portant improvements planned for the current volume,
some of which have already been announced, ought to re-
sult in a still larger inerease in the cireulation.”

—WiTH regard to the prop.r attitude to be assumed by
the teacher in the matter of recitation, an exchange re-
marks that it should be one of enthusiastic interest in the
subject matter of the lesson. This means that he has
thoroughly prepared the lesson. 1t means farther that he
shall impress the pupils as heing one who with them is
interested in getting hold of every point in the lesson and
in viewing it Trom every standpoint. Unconsciously they
reflect his 1 enthusiasm, their interest responds to_his and—
mark the secret of the power to acquire usetul knowledge
—the intensity of the interest measures the depth and the
permanence and the usefulness of the impression.

Current Events.

The Annual Convention of the Protestant Teachers’
Association of the Province of Quebec was held in Mon-
treal on the 13th, 14th and 15th of October. The attend-
ance of teachers at the various sessions was good, and the
papers and discussions thereupon were mtuest..m and
profitable.  As an extended abstract of the minutes w11] as
Is customary, be dis':ibuted among our readers hefore very
long, it will not be necessary to give a f{ull report of the
proceedings in the RECORD, especnlly as the last number
appeared too early to contain such a report, and it is now a
little late to go back so far, even to an event of as much
importance as the Teachers’ Convention. Dr. Robins is
the President of the Association this year.

—A VERY pleasing event and one of unusual interest
took place rwently at the McGill Normal School, Moutreal.
It was the occasion of the celebration by his fellow-
teachers of the Principal’s Jubilee, Dr. Robins having just
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completed fifty ycars of faithful service in .the teaching
profession. A beautifully engrossed address was presented
to him by the members of the Normal and Model School
stafls, reference being made in it to Dr. Robins’ long
association with the Normal School. With the address
were presented a handsome piece of silver plate and a gold
mounted walking cane.  Dr. Robins replied to this muark
ol esteem with a few kindly remarks, in the course of
which he gave some interesting reminiscences of his ex-
periences as a teacher.

—A MEETING of teachers has been called for Saturday
morning, the third of December, at ten o’clock, at the Town
Hall, Farnham, for the purpose of forming 2 Teachers’
Association of the district of Bedford. The meeting has been
called by Mr. Mabhon, I'rincipal of the Waterloo Academy.

—IN an address which he delivered at Toronto lately,
Dr Darkin, Principal of Upper Canada College, said among
other things:—*In order to establish great schools the
services of the best men ave needed, and they must be well
paid. Teaching must offer them a career, but the school
service of the country at the present time does not do this.
The schools of Ontario, despite their merits, offer no oppor-
tunity for the creation of a great teaching profession.”

—A MEETING of the Faculties of Art and Applied Science
of McGill University was held recently to discuss the ad-
visability of changzing the Degree of B.A. Sc.,or Bachelor
of Applied Science, heretofore conferred by MecGill, to
B. S¢., or Bachelor of Science, which is the form of degree
given by almost all universities which have a Depart-
ment of Science. The proposed change, which. it seems,
has been under the consideration of the teaching staff of
the Faculty ol Applied Science for cousiderable time, would,
if carried out, be hailed with delight, both by the students,
who anticipate obtaining the degree in the near future, and
by those who have already graduated in Science. Among
thése latter there has already been some dissatisfaction ex-
pressed regarding the existing degree of B.A. Sc.  The only
other wuniversity prebably, which confers a degree of
B.A. Se., is Cornell, and here, it 1s understood to mean
Bachelor of Agricultural Science. It was decided that a
weneral mecting should be called as soon as possible, to go
more deeply into the matter before laying it before the
Board of Governors,
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—ON the occasion of the recent official visit of the In-
spector of Superior Schools to Huntingdon Academy, all
the class-rooms were tastefully decorated, in anticipation of
the event. Since the Inspector’s last visit, the Commis-
sioners have made important sanitary improvements, and
he took occasion to praise most highly the present equip-
ments, stating that for many years Huntingdon Academy
had ranked among the first in education, and now in these
matters she also took the first position. The examinations
were considered most satisfactory.  In the evening, a pub-
lic meeting in the interest of education was held in the
Watson Hall, which was largely attended, showing the in-
terest the villagers take in matters pertaining to education.
Addresses were delivered by Dr. Harper, Mr. W. S. Mac-
laren, member of the Protestant Committee of Puablic In-
struction, Rev. J. B. Muir, I).D., and others. The meeting
was enlivened by some good music, and at the close all
joined in singing the National Anthem.

—AT a special meeting of the Convocation of Bishop's
College, Lennoxville, held recently, the Degree of D.C.L.
was conferred upon Sir John George Bourinot. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, Sir John, after speaking in ap-
preciatory terms of the founding and subsequent history of
Bishop’s College, gave an excellent address on the subject
of Political Science, and the importance of a knowledge of
its principles, to young men especially. He showed the
necessity for a study of such a science in a new country
like Canada. Our whole fabric of Government from the
Imperial to the Dominion system, from provincial to
municipal institutions, demands so large and complicated
a machinery that it takes a man of mature years a long
while to understand it thoroughly. This important class
of studies should be taught in every university or college
certainly, and in every collegiate institute and high school
wherever practicable. At no time in our history was it
more necessary for the men and women of Canada to have
“a clear understanding of the principles of our govern-
ment.”

—A MOST practical question in connection with the con-
ducting of city schools is whether there should be two
sessions or only one during the day. Both systems have
their advocates, making it difficult for the authoriti>s to
please all. The news comes from Baltimore to the Schoal
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Journal, that complaints are being made by parents in
different sections of that city, because the public schools
have but one session.  The present plan was arranged last
spring, the session lasting in the grammar schools from 8
a.m. to 2 pan., and in the primary schools to i pm. Two
recesses are given ; the first fifteen minutes in length. be-
tween 10 and 11 o’clock ; the second, of thirty minutes, be-
tween 12 and 1. Parents claim that the system is ruinous
to the digestien of the children, who have been accustomed
to hot dinners at noon ; also that it is inconvenient to
mothers to keep the dinner waiting until pupils return
from school.
—AN Irish Educational paper, the National Leacher, says
+in a recent nmumb 'that the lollowing advertisement ap-
peared in the Stamford Mercury (Enu ) : ¢ Schoolmistress
—\Wanted immediately a married Church of England Cer-
tified Schoolmistress, without family, for small school-
house, whose husband must be an experienced farm
laborer. John Sowerby, Cuxwold, Caistor.” The Teacher
remarks : - As Irish certificates are now recognized in Eng-
land, Ireland’s schoolmistresses are not debarred from be-
coming candidates. Those who are {ully qualiﬁud accord-
ing to terms of advertisement should hurry up.

—Truancy seems to give a good deal of trouble and an-
noyance to the educational authorities of New York. There
are twenty truant officers in Manhattan-Bronx, and they
are kept busy gathering in the boys who prefer the street
to the school-room. The officer who has control of one dis-
trict has arrested over a hundred boys in the last two
weeks. His scheme of procedure is as follows : He cap-
tures a boy, writes on a postal his name, age, address, and
school precinet, and also enters the same in his book.
Then he tells the boy to take the postal card to the princi-

pal of the school in 'his district. If the hoy goes to the
school, the postal is mailed to the truant officer of the prin-
cipal. 1f the postal is not received within three days, the
officer visits the parents, and the law takes its course.

Practical Hints and Examination Papers.
1.
THE TEN IN ELEMENTARY ARITIHMETIC.
Nature has given to man the decimal system of number
on his ﬁn«vus. Since counting began on the ten fingers,
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ten is the basis of our systemn of nwmeration. Numbers
are told off in groups of ten.

10 units make a ten.

10 iens * ¢ hundred.

10 hundreds % ¢ thousand, etc.

The little child, when by use of natural objects he is
taught the numbers from 1 to 10, is not studying Arithwe-
tic. Arithmetic proper begins only with the grouping of
numbers into fens. This grouping ought to he a prominent
feature in all elementary te: Lchmﬂ* Not only is it the key
* to numeration and notation. but it is also the method by
which we acquire most veadily speed and aceuracy in com-
puting at sight, in adding, subtracting, multiplying, divid-
ing. Let us look at this a little in detail. .

(1) Tue TeNn 1N NUMERATION.

The numbers from 10 to 2) are formed by adding the
first nine numbers to ten. Their names from 13 to 19 in-
dicate this, e. g. fourteen means four and ten; fifteen, five
and ten, ete.

As we count on from 20 to 100 every ten is to be regard-
ed as a group or bundle {ten dots joined to«rother, ten
sticks bound together) and the number of such groups or
bundles should be called so many tens, the surplus left
over being called ones or units. A pupil shounld be able to
give clemly and exactly an analysis by tens of numbers
written or spoken.  On his ability to do this will depend
his power to compute, . g. in 53 he must see at once 3
tens and an added 3. Concerning such a number he
should be able to tell that it consists ot 5 tens and 5 u.iils,
and that it reguires 7 units more to make it 6 tens.

(2) Tur TeN 1N NoraTioN.

With the ten we reach the first number that must be
considered another kind of one. 'We write the figure 1 as
before, but to show that this 1 coniains ten times as much
- as the simple 1, we move it one place to the left and say
this 1 is a ten. The vacant place of the simple one will be
indicated by a cipher, so: 19. Accordingly in writing the
numbers from 10 to 20 the ion is expressed by the h«me 1
in the second place, and the figure expressing the one is
put in the first place. Thus from the burm.ung we teach
device of place.
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As we proceed with the notation ol numbers from 100
to 1,000 and up, the place-value of cach figure must be
t«uwht i. e. that the value of a figure in the first place isso
many units, in the second place so many tens, in the third
place so many hundrveds, cte.  Pupils should be able to
write numbers from dictation, their component parts being
aiven in order and ont of order, e. . 1 unit, 5 tens, 6 hun-
dreds, (651) ; and to name at «wht the value of each digit
according to the place it occupies, ¢. . that 2 in ths fourth
place stands for two thousands.

8) Tne Tex IN COMPUTING.

Adding. subtracting. multiplying by means of tensis the
best method of acqumn«r speed and accuracy in computing
at sizhi.

50+40 =90 (5 tens and 1 t ns are 9 tens). This should
be as easy to a child properly taught as 5+4=29.

54+42 == 96 (adding first the tens and then the units he
sces 9 tens and 6 units or 96). Wording 9 tens, ¢ units, 96.

86+48 = 84 (7 tens and 14 units are 8 tens and 4 units,
or 84).

[ have repeatedly asked children not trained to add by
tens, to explain how they performed thisaddition, and they
have generally answered that they make a wental mctun
of 36 and 48 placed one below the other, and add in two
lines, first the units then the tens. Such pupils are slow
and not reliable in caleulating.

30 x4 =120 (4 times 3 tens are 12 tens or 129).

37 >4 =148 (12 t:ns and 238 units are 14tens and 8§ units
or 148).

4. As we proceed to other parts we shall find abundant
opportunity of using our knowledge of the ten.
Let us take two instances :—

(a) Canadian Money.

The Canadian system of coinage is the decimal system,
because each digit increases or decreases on a scale of ten,
according to the place it occupies. $22.22 (Twenty-two
dollars and twenty-two cents) ; dollars are separted from
cents in writing by a dot called the decimal point. Figures
{o the left of the decimal point denote whole dollars ; the
first single dollars (units) ; the secoud, tens of dollars’ (ten
dollar bills.) Figures to the right of the decimal point de-
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note parts of a dollay ; the first tenths of a dollars (ten
cent picces); the second, hundredths of a dollar (or one
cent pieces.) Nach ﬁomv is ten thmes greater than the
next figure on its unbt. and ten times loss than the next
figure on ifs left.

(b) Decimul Fracztions.

By an extension of the decimal systemn of notation, we
obtain a species of fractions called decimal fractions.

If we mark the place of nnits by a point put after it and
write other fieures after the point, we can denot: by the
first of these figures one tenrh of the valu: it would have
in the units’ place; by the second. ane-hundreth part. and
so on. Therefore, the no