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IN another portion of this issue we make room for
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REV. JOSEPH CoOK has been lecturing in Rochester,
where he created a great furore of excitement. He js
also engaged to lecture in N ew York. Mr. Cook as
a preacher is a specialist, and it is interesting to ob-
serve how the field is opening before him. It would
pay for some one to bring the distinguished lecturer to
Toronto, and we would at the same time have the
benefit of his grandly orthodox, yet bold and inde-
pendent disquisitions. '

C——

‘WM. B. MUCKLonl, New York, will publish imme-
diately after the holidays an important new work by
ReY. Dr. Deems (editor of the « Sunday Magazine ”)
entitled :“ Weights and Wings, and other Things »
The fame publisher announces for issue on Decembér
Ist, ¢ Ma.rks and Faces ; or an Appéal for Fidelity in
Friendship,” by S. H. Tyng, Jr. D.D., and « Henri;
or the Little Savoyard in Paris” by ,Mrs Lizzie P,
Lewis,—a book for boys. ) '

—_—

THE great famine in India may be deemed at an
end. The rains have fzllen so continuously and plen-
teously that from every part of the country there are
accounts of brightening
The Duke of Buckingham, Governor of Madras, has
telegraphed to the Lord Mayor of London th;t all
further co]lectiQns toward the relief fund may now
s The relief committee will continue the work of
bution for some months longer, but they have

their command. The British

ve more confidence in the good-

wiil of Britain than they have had in the past

AT the Ministerial Assac tio i i
Monday week, Drs. Beadle’ié:mc;1 ’ I};l:lclz(vivﬂgc}lua’ ve
very interesting accounts of the Presbyterian C%zve
€il held in Edinburgh, and of whjcp, the ve
members. They were agl L e

ow with entfusiasm W
' - e
observe that the Rev. Dr. Robb of this city gave an

instructive lecture to his own pedple on th i
. ) € subject.
:Vould it not be the proper thing for Dr. RobIJ) to
?drequested to re-deliver this lecture? Itisa splen-
theme, and'in such hands cannot fail to be inter-

prospects and falling prices. -

esting and instructive. We ;shoulcl‘l_ike to hear a des-
cription of the leading persoriages who took part in the
proceedings, and also of the scenes which ‘took place
consequent upon the council in the grand ancient
metropolis of Scotland. ‘

IT would be hardly possible, perhaps, for any man
in the short space of two months to have become more
odiously unpopular-than Ibrahim Pacha, the Sultan’s
brother-in-law. While governor of Philippopolis the
streets of the town were never free from the terrible
spectacle of hanged Bulgarians, and the most striking
thing that could be said upon his being called to resign
his position, and to quit the scene of his wholesale ex-
ecutions, was that the hanging of Bulgarians had
ceased. In one street alone two hundred and fifty
“insurgents” might have been seen hanging, to say
nothing of those who had met with a similar fate in
the surrounding district. Amongst the batches of
wretched, frightened-looking Bulgarians constantly to
be seen huddled through the streets heavily chained
round the neck wete many old men whose appearance
was enough to excite the compassion of any but—a
Turk. These were the daily spectacles during the
short reign of Ibrahim Pacha, and it is not surprising

to hear it now said that, whatever the new Governor |
| may prove, he cannot be worse, and, it is hoped, may

be better, than Ibrahim Pacha.

THE capital of Turkish Armenia may now be said
to have passed into the power of the Russians. This
success has been so remarkable that there has been
some hesitation in saying that a victory has been gain-
ed which will probably conclude the campaign ; but
official information is all that is wanting to confirm the
statement that Erzeroum has fallen. The latest in-
telligence is that Mukhtar Pacha, consulting: the in-
terests of his army, has evacuated Erzeroum, and is
retreating either to Erzingan, on the road to Constan-
tinople, or to Trebizond, on the coast of the Black Sea.
No one a few weeks ago would have been bold enough
to predict that thus early Erzeroum would be occupied
by the Russians, and this campaign, whatever the fu-
ture may bring forth, will stand out as a conspicuous
example of the vicissitudes of war. 'All that has hap-
pened since the middle of last month has been, strictly
speaking, no battle ; but a long pursuit over a line of
about one hundred and forty miles, In the battle of
the 15th October, the army of Mukhtar Pacha was de-
stroyed. This formed the second turning-point of the
campaign, and led on to that stage of it which has re-
sulted in Erzeroum being taken by the Russians.

PROFESSOR LORIMER, of the University of Edin-
burgh, in opening his class a few weeks ago, treated
his students to alecture on “The Politics of the Koran.”
The learned Professor of Public Law, in the course of
his prelection;’ furnished an answer to the question,
“Does the Koran supply an ethical basis on which a
political superstructure can be raised?” In thus lectur-
ing to the times he largely contributed to the right
comprehension of the great Eastern  Question, which
is at present submitted to the dread arbitrament of
war. By the study of the Koran, and the recent his-
tory of Turkey, he has satisfied himself in regard to
the true character of the Turks as politicians and
belligerents. He maintains that the Koran sanctions;
and even enjoins the slaughter. of infidel prisoners
taken in battle; and that the Tugksat this moment

are neither able_ nor willing to obsexve:the laws of

civilized warfare. The impunity enjoyed by the per-
petrators of the Bulgarian butcheries, and-the rewards
bestowed on them, were in strict accordance, says the
Professor, with the code of religion and morals
acknowledged by the Turkish Government. Regard
for the life and property of the infidel is of no consid-
eration in the mind of a true Turk, who has one law
for himself, and another for those who have not em-
braced Mohammedanism. Mercy is an attribute only
nominally ascribed to Allah by his followers.. Thei
reading of his character, and the worship they pay to
him, only lead to fanatical hatred angd fierce. intoler-
ance. Instead of doing to others outside of Islamism
what they would wish others to do to them; they re-
verse that golden rule, and whenever they have the
power they trample remorselessly under their feet all
who differ from them in blood and religion. In so
acting they only obey the maxims of Mahomet, and
illustrate the teachings of the Koran. Thus the Turks
are bloody and intolerant on system; and if in war or
politics they ever deviate into the paths of mercy and
humanity, they only contradict those religious :princi-
ples which usually regulate their practice.

THE opening address of the Free Church College,
Glasgow, on the 7th inst., was by Principal Douglas.

| Referring to Professor Smith’s case, Dr. Douglas re-
| marked that while they knew and readily acknowledged

that the working of every systein was imperfect ‘and
unsatisfying, owing to the weakness and‘folly and
wickedness of man, they yet believed that they had
the best system for dealing with such cases in their
Presbyterian Church government that the principles
from which they started in dealing with this case must
be the principles of the Church to which they belong-
ed, and to which they professed to be loyal; that' in
handling the case they should be occupied with some
questions of interpretation, and with views to which
Professor Smith had given utterance regarding the
Word of God. But there was also another class of
subjects to which attention must be given—viz., sub-
jects more or less connected with the human side of
the authorship of the Scriptures. These questions
might sometimes have more immediate reference to
contents of the Scripture, viewed in their own essential
character, and therefore falling most properly within
the range of topics which the systematic divine had to
consider, or they might rather have reference to the
dates of eomposition of the several books, and the
human author or authors to whom much of them was
to be assigned-—matters which readily associated them-
selves with those which the interpreter was called to
take up. There seemed to him many evidences of an
inclination at present to look tery narrowly, and to
draw conclusions on many points that were utifathiliar
to the members of the Church in general. - In th€ in-
terests of truth, for the honor of God’s Word, ‘and for
the sake of freedom in all original scrutiny of its. '¢on-
tents, he did not for a moment ask that this inclination
should be suppressed, because he . believed that such
unconscious longings and tendencies might ¢orrespond
to real wants, which God in His goodness was ready
to meet ; but he did plead for that reverence and mod-
esty, that human forbearance which the circumstances
of the case seemed to demand. He cherished no fears
of those whose dogmatic faith was strong and steady.
His only anxiety was lest a rigid dealing with them in
critical questions, with the good intention of keeping
them the steadier, might be the very means of méving
them away from their right position, :
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OUR VACANCIES.

BY PRESEVYTER,

The subject of our vacancies is onc on which no
doubt a considerable amount of reflection has been
bestowed by the Church; and there are one or two
aspects of the subject to which onc's attention is call-
cd from time to timie by existing circumstances.  The
length of time that sonie of our congregations are
allowed to remain vacant, for example, must be rather
unaccountable to those not acquainted with the work-
ing of our boasted Presbyterianism.

If it were the casc that we had no probationers, or
that we had no ministers, nobly willing at the call of
duty to renounce a smaller field and undertake the
labours of one much more extended, it would not ap-
pear so strange; but when we have theee in abund-
ance, especially the latter, it does seem to call for ex-
planation how some of our congregations should
remain  vacant for one, two, or even three years.
It must have been ohserved that generally the charges
that continue so long vacant, are those which are of
more importance in the Church, and where one would
raturally, but perhaps wrongly imagine, it was most
important to have the vacancy specdily filled up. An
ignorant person might think he saw in this, one of the
evils of congregationalism, He might suppose that
Presbyterics would have some influence in preventing
this state of things. He might suppose that at lcast
they would do all in their powerto prevent it, that they
would advise, and remonstrate in the circumstances,
He would be surprised doubtless, to know, that
they do nothing in such cases, either because they are
afraid to interfere, or because they cannot interfere to
any good effect.

He would be surprised doubtless to learn, that all
that the Presbytery does generally in such cases is,
after all the harm such a vacancy can work has been
wrought, without the slightest attempt to obviate i,
to hinder still further, by round-about forms, the per-
son called from being settled as quickly as he other.
wise might be.

The vacancy goes on undera congregational regime,
the settlement takes place under Presbyterial dircc-
tion, even to calling for ohjections to the minister elect
at the most “patent door” of the Church. Whether
the Presbytery can~ot, or dare nnt do anything in the
circumstances, we will not say, only itis not at all un-
natural, that the ignorant person spoken of above,
should think that these were circumstances in which
it might and would profitably interfere.

But these wealthy and intelligent congregations are
gensrally treated very considerately, and are not light-
1y to be interfered with; but this state of things arises
not only from the lamentable want of men, but also
from the highly laudable d=sire on the part of these
congregations to secure the services of some more
than ordinary gifted individuals. These congrega-
tions desire, and imagine they require, a very high
order of spiritual food. Hence, they will hear and
dismiss with a sorre¢ vfel condemnation, all the proba-
ticners and ministers of a church, not finding one
among them compelent to minister to their high in-
telligence. It must be painful to the good men in
such congregations, to reflect on the lamentable in-

competency in the matter of preaching, that prevails
in the Church. Not one, in scores, fit to minister
to them. But on the other hand it is cheering
to them, and to the Church, to reflect that we have
congregations in our Church of such rare intelligence,
and such high spiritual tastes; but whatever be the
reason, whether it be the scarcity of competent men,
or an unduc sense of self-importance on the part of
these congregations, that keeps them so long unsup-
plicd, they deserve our sympathy.  Their very superi-
ority to ordinary charges becomes a trial to them, It
places them so far above the reach of ordinary
ministrations they cannot help being vacant. They
regret to see the young leave for other folds, to see

“strangers coming into the community joining them-
selves to other denuminations, to see the cause of the
Church injured in their midst, but better these results
than that they should be ministered to by a mere or-
dinary man,such as other congregations have to sub-
mit to.

Now, all these evil results might be paticntly borne,
if these charges after all their winnowing of the minise

try, selccted as their favoured instructor, some really
supereminent man.

But so far as expericnce shows, this leng walting
docs not tend to strengthen their faculty of discrimine
atlons and generally they ead in getting a very usee
ful and ordinary man, such as they really need. Of
course they comfort themselves with the thought that
their choosing a man renders that person more- illuss
trious than his nelghbours, and there is o harm-id
thelr thinking so. But generally to the world outside,
this fact that he belongsto that congregation, is the
bnly anc that distinguishes him among his brethren,
Mean titne, in conclusion, onc fcels these congrega-
tions are not only to be pitied, inasmuch as there Is
no man found competent to preach the gospel to them,
| but.inzsmuch-as,.though unconsciously, they are pre-
senting to the world a spestacle of incompetency, and
spiritual pride, and bringing reproach on the Presby-
terianism in which they boast.

Ifthe apostle Pavl were to appear in our midst, and
were able to add to his long ¥ 1 of trials, one more
proof of his humility zand willingness to suffer in his
master’s cause, by putting his name on the probation-
crs' list, or accepting a small country charge, I fear it
would be sufficient to stamp him as a man unfit to
minister to many of the congregations of cur Church.

INTELLIGENCE OF FEMALE MISSIONS,

LATTER PROX 4llS$ TREMENEERE, ONK OF 3IS8 PICOT'S ASSISTANTS.

Having joined the mission field so very recently,
and having had no previous expericnee of this nature,
I will not venture upon a lengthened report of the
sphere of work entrusted to me, I joined the
Zenana Mission through the kind counsel of your
dearly loved lady superintendent, who is an old
and csteemed friend of my family, on Nov. 17,
1876, and though so new to the work, and it to mc, I
can say “with truth, that underher wise and foster-
ing direction, 1 have now, for the first time in my life,
knovm something of pure happiness, for it is the ser-
vice of our master, Christ,—the work which it was His
meat and drink to fulfil,—not finding or seeking in it
ease or comfort, but with the constant toil, exhaustion,
and often disappointment—yet feeling a sustaining
power {rom the consciousness of my Saviour's loving
approval—that is the best guerdon, and sweeter far
than all earthly comfort or repose. )

The outline of my daily-duties is soon sketched:
visit regularly the houses of three families which are
entrusted to my sole charge.  To these I devote Mon.
days and Thursdays, as well as inspect on these days
two or three of the houses in the charge of native
Christian teachers, and this work nccupies me the
whole of each day. On Friday I have to accom-
pany our lady superiatendent to Kidderpore, and
hope to derive thebencfit of her example in imparting
instruction. 1 hiave, up to last week, been inspecting
native Christian teachers’ houses on Fridays also; but
since my work has been changed, I-visit on an average,
twenty-four families a week  Though this work of
direct teaching is new to me, yet from my previous
acquaintance with many native ladies of good familics,
whom I was in the habit of visiting as a neighbour,
the colloquial language of conversation in the Zenana
is not difficult to me, but I bave now, besides, begun
1o study the Bengali language, so as to be abletoread
and write it.  For this purpose, I receive lessons regu-
larly four times a week from the Pundit of our school,
and find mysclf progressing better than I had anticipat-
ed. I am now able to help my assistant with beginners.
I find my previous habit of mnaking the acquaintance
of my native lady friends of essantial service to me
now, inasmuch as I am able to enter freely into all
the questions of their daily life which 'mostly interest
them, and they open their minds to me without any
difidence or hesitation. Their remarks or inquities
are mostly natural and unconstrained ; for instance
on onc occasion, whilst my assistant was explaining to
onc of the women of the Zenana the parable of the
Sower and the Sced. she suddenly said to me, “Ma’am,
1 hear that Jesus drank water out of thetub in which
the cows were fed,  If He were so greatand good and
mighty, and had so much power, why did He hide
and not show-Bimsclf openly before men?”? 1 stopped
the lesson and told my assistant to explain to her the
truth of the Saviour’s incarnation and the object of his
becoming incarnate. The expression of the face

“Good news,” but in word she simply said, 1 will
never be tired hearing the gospel story,” and this, too,

(0 A i e

showed the pleasure with which she heard the story of-

Is my own great source of satisfaction, notwithstand .
ing the newness of the wark to my-and my own frrea
Inexperience—that these poor women, leading !such
secluded lives, with no knowledge of or interest ih the
events of the world, to disturb their attention, sa gladis
welcome the tidings of salvation and seém really to
hunger for the Word of Life. This eagtrness on their
part is to me something new, beautiful and refreshing,
~is the source of such pure happinness as I fiever
dreamed of when living for myself and the world.

To take another case, for these little incidents wi
best illustrate the nature of our Zenana texching': A
a house I inspect, 1 was giving & writing lesson fo the
step daughter of the mistress of the house, whea the
[atter came beside-me and- snid, * Ma‘any, 1 wish to
hear about Jesus—when will you give the lessor
about Him.” So I replied, “Now, as soon as your
daughter has finished her writing lesson, we will begin
the Bible reading.” She then said, “1 love to hear
about your God.” [ told her therr is only one God,
as much hers as mine.  She sat and listened, full of
interest, while my assistant talked to her of our Sav
iour, and read some simple tale suited to her under
standing, N

Though these constant rounds are oftes very fatigu
ing, yetitis work that I love, and it is work from
which I'have already learned so much that is good for
myself, and I have the constant example and help ar
hand of our devoted lady suparintendent, and from her,
under God, we may learn how, out of a good conver.
sation to show our works with meekness of wisdom.

Caleutla.

THE SUPREME COURT.

It is said that St. Andrew’s Church, Montreal, is
going to appeal to the Privy Council from the Su. -
preme Court of Canada, in “*The Gréat Pew Case.” |
cannot sec howitcandoso. Thevery name“Supréme
Court,® means onc from which there is no appeal
Why do we call the General Assembly the Supreme
Court of our Church? Because there is nar higher
court to which an appeal can be made. A Supreme
Court from which an appeal can be taken, is as great
a contradiction in terms as a four-sided triangle.
But it is said, “No British subject can be de.
barred from appealing to the highest court in the
empire.” That is true, but the establishment of the
Supreme Court was never meant to deprive any Can-
adian of this privilege. As appeals to the Privy Coun.
cil are both very troublesome, and very expensive, the
Supreme Court was established for the benefit of those
who arc willing to abide by its decision, However, af
ter one has gone through all the lower courts, hehas the
choice of two supreme ones.  He can take the Privy |
Council on the one hand, or the Supreme Court on
the other, but whichever he takes, he cannot. have re.
course to the other. On this understanding, the
royal assent was given to the Bill for the establish
ment of a Supreme Court, Consequently 1 cannot
see how the Privy Council can either lawfully, or hon-
orably, take up a casc on which the Supreme Court
has given a decision. 1f an appeal can be taken from
the Supreme Court, in whats=nse is it supreme.

Aelis, Que. T.F.

MISSION WORK ON THE C. P, RAILRAY.

Qur readers will remember that an urgent request fora
missionary to the labourers along certain sections of the
Canada Pacific R. R. was before the last meeting of the
Home Mission Committee. The following account of a
visit to the Jocality made by the Rev. James Roburtson of
Winnipeg, and sent to Dr. Cochrane, will 1 read with in.
terest.  So far the Committee have not secured 2 missionary.
Sarely among our lictatiates there is to be found at 1east one
willing to go to such an inportant field.

My DEAR DR. COCHRANE,—According to promise
I send you an account of my visit to section fifteen
C.P.R. I left Winnipeg Tuesday, Sept. 2sth, by
ctage, and got as far as Pointe des Chenes the first
night. The road was very good with the exception of
a few swamps rcar Winnipeg. On leaving Pointe
des Chenes the road ascends from the level prairie
fifieen or twenty feet; the soil is light and sandy, and
the tops of the ridges covered with boulders. The
land is covered with timber, but it is not large enough
to be of much value except for fuel and fencing., At
noon we stopped at Brokenhead, sixteen miles from
Pointe des Chenes, for dinner.  There is ro house,
and we had to “boil the Fetile® and depend on our
baskets for lunch, Here we overtook two teams con-
veying to the “ Angle” the baggage of about fifty men
who were going out to section fifteen, The men were

)
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¢ walking. Dinner over and horses fed we started, and
" passed through country sumilar to that we passed
through in the forcnoon, reaching Whitemouth House
at dusk. This like Brokenliead is a station on the
£ old Dawson Road, but has the advantage of being oc-
I%' cupied by a
! SCANDINAVIAN AND IS FAMILY,
t As we were driving into: the yard it commenced to
% rain and we were glad of the prospect of shelter for

" the night, Soon the railroad gang came, and both

outside the house and inside things looked brisk and
busy till ail had partaken of supper. House room

. was furnished by “mine host” and each got his
blanket and biffinlo und prepared his bed.  Before re-

. tiring.1 proposcd to worship with them, and to this all
5 readily assented. We all got an carly start next
¥_morning, but owing to the very heavy rain of the pre-

A, vious night travelling was slow. We reached Birchat

2 poon. The country was much the same as before
~ with a little more swamp. After dinner we drove
. about sixtcen miles and prepared to camp for the
- night, The ground being wet we selected the crop-
- ping out of the granite rack for our camp, \Ve set to

work at once to cut down some trees and secure

boughs for a spring mattress. A pole, supported at

“'  oneend by astump placed in position and a crotch

at the other, fonned the ridge of our tent.,  Other poles
with one end on the rock and the other on the ridge
supported some tarpaulin, which constituted our roof.
With buffalo and blanket for a bed and a bag of oats
- fov a pillow, wo were well provided for. Supper was
... cooked and eaten with. the stars shining down onus
., and with cvident relish.  Aftex supper we replenished
" the firc and provided sufficient fucl for the night, We
worshipped, reading with the light of the fire. There

» were but three of us, one an Episcopalian, the othcra

. Roman Catholic, and myself. Kueelingat athrone of
. grace under the canopy of heaven we all fcit but little
. of the differences that separate men in other circum-

¢ stances. We slept soundly, and, 1, never morc re-

freshingly, and were up and breakfasted before dawn,

‘& The moming was clear and frosty, and I did my toilet
& with the aid of a pail of water placed between me and
1

the fire. But sixteen miles lay between us and the

North-west Angle. The most of the way the road
£5, lies throngh low swampy land, and being corduroy,
%, devoid of covering, travelling can be neither rapid nor

comfortable. About noon we reached the Angle.
The Government stecamer, “Lady of the Lake,” at
present controlled by Mr. Joseph \Vhitehead, con-
. tractor section fifteen, and a small tug owned by

.+ the Lake of the Woods. Both are very irregular in

their movements.  The “Lady of the Lake” attends
of course to all Mr. Whitehead'’s freight, and does the

Q’ Captain Wiley, are. the only boats doing business on
?

52 freighting for the Dominion Government between the

North-west Angle and Fort Frantis. Trips are made
when sufficient. freight accumulates at the Angle to
make it worth while to load. Al the plant and.pro-
visions and most of the men required on section
fiftcen and at Fert Francis come over the Dawson
Road from Winnipeg to the Angle, and arc thence
transported by the “Lady of the Lake.” At this
scason trains of ox carts are artiving scveral times a
day. The steamer went out the day before I arrived
and no one knew when it might return, but they were
looking for it the next day. Unwilling to remain a
day at the Angle, and anxious to get to scction fiftcen
before Sabbath, I tried to hire a couple of Indians to
cance me across to Rat Portage. The distance iy
about sixty miles. Mr. McPherson, the Indian agent,
did his best to aid me, but in vain, Potatoes were
plentiful at the Angle, and while these lasted the In-
dians would not call the Queen their aunt. I was
forced to wait for the stcamer. Mr. Volumé, Mr.
Whitehead'’s agent at the Angle, and Mr. Stewar, the
Dominion: freight agent, who “bach” in good style,
invited mc to stay with them until the boat came.
There is no hotel or any place of the kind wher= one
can conveniently stay. 1 gladly accepted their invita-
tion, and the kindness of these gentlemen 1 shall not
soon forget. Time would have tung heavily on my
hands but that they had a good collection of books,
such as “ Froude’s Short Studies on Great Subjects,”
“Adam Bedc,” cte. The boat arrived Saturday evening,
but had to wood and load before it could go out.
Owing to the low state of the water she can not come
to the wharf, and wood and freight must be conveyed
out in small boats, about half 2 mile, where the
steamer anchors in decp water. [ amranged for

SERVICE AL 111F ANGLE ON SADBATH
morning and afternoun, notifying all the people and
the boat rrew. On both accasions we had a goud
congregation.  The population of the North west
Angle is not large.  There are two or three families of
whites, a few halfbreeds, and scveral Indian familics.
Somc of the Indinns are yet Pagans. A child was ill
when I was there, and one night the tomtom never
ceased to beat. Religious services are never con-
ducted here except when a mimster happens to pass
over the road as 1 did, which is but seldom. The
boat was not ready to leave before Tuesday morning.
Before it was yet light anchor was weighed and we
were on our way. Soon we passed the low marshy
land at the Angle and came o the lake proper. The
scenery here surpnised and dehghtedme  The lake 1s
full of islands covered with tmber.  Birch, poplar and
pinc mect the eye on every side. Thesc are rooted in
red and grey granite and trap.  You can sec no soil
on any of the islands in this part with one cxception,
The beausy of thus lake far surpasses the famous
Thousand lsles scenery. Every few minutes one
thinks he is land-locked, but & few revolutions of the
paddles disclose a channel to the right or left, and out
he passes to witness a repetition of the former delu.
sion. In some places there are stretches of water
several miles long, but on either side there are islands
so that one cannot be at any tune more than amileor
at most a mile and a half from land. In some places
there are apparently five avenucs, stretching to the
right and left. One I distinctly remember. At the
end was a hemispherical isiand all covered with birch
and poplar. The leaf was touched with frost and had
a rich yellow color. Nearcr lay an itland covered
with the same timber, but ‘mixed with dark pine, giv-
ing it the appearance of a huge leopard skin, while
the one on the opposite side had the ground of ycllow
with black ears like a huge heifer. Of these “tra-
verses” and islands there is an infinite varicty, and
once the railroad is open the Lake of the Woods
must become a great resort for tourists. Nothing
pleased me more than to find that there was such
scenery so near the Prairie Province.  About noon we
stopped at Mr. Lawrenson’s post to unload some
goods. Two of us went ashore, and going across a
narrow peninsula, we found a Hudson Bay Company’s
post in charge of Mr. Crowe. He kindly sent two
men and a boat with us across a bay to sce the cast
end of section fikeen. Here we saw a gang of men
under Captain Everington working on the approach
to the island tunnel. We leamed that another gang
under Mr. Campbell were working on the opposite
side. Leaving that point we rowed across the Winm-
peg River or a branch of it, for this river appears hike
an immense lake in motion. We heard noise indicat-
ing a fall near at hand. Beaching our boat we fol-
lowed a path along the rocks and scon came in sight
of the falls. At that point the bay on which we
sailed narrows to a gorge, and here the river finds an
outlet similar to water from a pitcher. On the west
side of the fall the rock rises perpendicularly to a
height of scventy-five or cighty feet, and on the east
side to a similar or even greater height, but not so
abruptly. The fall is sixteen or cighteen fect high,
and the volume of water large, the width being not
less than sixty or seventy fect. After examining the
fall for a time we returned to the steamer just in time.
In about half an hour we steamed over to Rat Portage.

THE ROCK CONSTITUTES THE WHARF HERE,
and I was astonished to find a boat drawing six or
seven fect of water letting down her fenders, sailing up
to the rock, and being made fast to the shore. I met
Mr. Charles Whitchead at the landing, and he kindly
put a couple of men and a canoe at my disposal at
once to take me to headquarters about four miles
farther west, Sitting squat on the bottom of the
birchbark, with a cushion between my back and the
cross-bar, I did not feel very comfortable when [ fully
realized how easily upset the canoe was and that 1
was unable to swim. The wateris deep, sixty, scventy
and one hundred feet, and in mapy places the socks
rise precipitously. My voyageurs were not afraud;and
communicating none of my fears I soon caught their
spirit. It wes now dusk and sqon dark. On our left
lay the line of the railway, and we conld sce the lights
of the different camps as we passed them—Lewis’,
McDonald's, Farrel’s, and now the light of headquar-
ters is scen at the head of the lake, and in an hour
from the time we lef the Portage we safcly landed. I
soon found that 1 had happened. among ‘friends. Dr.
Baldwin gave up his room for my benefit during my

stay, and others did all in their power to make my
visit pleasant and profitable.

On my way to the Portage I resolved to visit as
many of the camps as was pfacticable.  After con-
sulting Mr. Whatchead, Mr. Ross, Mr. Noxton and
aothers, there was a plan drawn out that night.  Afer
breakfast on Wednesday I prepared to go down the
line and eall at as many camps a3z possible, and
succeeded in seeing between 200 and joo men. 1 ex-
plained to them the nature of my visit, and all were
lighly pleased with our propositioh of sending a min.
ister. I held a short service at the camps and ar-
ranged for Sabbath service.  The next day 1 deter-
mined to go to the western end of the section where
there were between sixty and scventy men working.
Mr. Wiitchead furmishedme with two men and a canor,
and a circular letter to all foremen instructing them
to facihitate my movements and give myself and men
meals and lodging wherever we mighthappen.  From
the lake on which headquarters 18 situated to the next
on the west is a portage of about a mile through the
woods. The wood is rough and rocky. 1 walked
ahcad following the path, and the men shouldering the
canoctook up therear. The day wasraw and the wind
bewng lugh the lakewas rough.  Whitccaps were seen
wherever the water was exposed for any distance.  As
we were going along the second Iake our canoe began
to fill rapidly. We got safely to the portage however,
and on turning it up we found that owing toits weight
and length the bark had been ruptured in portaging
the canoe. We had no pitch and could notmend our
craft. Mr. Kirkpatnick,the district engincer'shouse was
about two miles further up the line and we decided to
walk there, trusting he might be able to give us the
loan of a canoe fora day, We arrived at noon, buton
cnquiry found that his boathouse had fallen the pre-
ceding day and had converted his boats and canoes
into kindling wood. Mr. Kirkpatnck kindly invited
me to stay for lunch and then consider the situation.
I accepted his invitation and concluded to walk up
the line for ten miles to Mr. Ross' camp. The road
1s of the roughest descniption.  The line for the most
most part skirts along the lakes, and a ledge must be
cut out of the rock on which the ties can be laid.
Rock cuttings twenty, thinty, and forty fect you can
frequently meet with along the ine, and there is but
little elsc beside rock and lakes. The magnitude ofthis
road-building you begin to understand when you
see the character of the country, and you feel that
years must clapse before it can be completed. Six
o'clock brought us to the district engineer’s house on
Lake Dcception. Mr. and Mrs. Carre were most
pressing in their invitations fot me to remain all night.
They told me of the difficulties of the wood and the
impossibility of a stranger working his way along the
rocks in the dark. I was resolved to sec the men at
night, and as a compromise accepted an invitation to
breakfast with Mrs. Carre.  To appreciate the kind-
ness of these engineers and others youmust remember
that I was a total stranger to them. Mr. Ross’ camp
was reached after nightfall, and I was most heartily
welcomed.  After supper I held services with the men,
giving an exposition of the twenty-third Psalin. Mr,
Ross invited me to his tent, which was pitched on the
top of a tolerably smooth rock, and when warmed and
lighted few places could be more attractive in which to
spend the might.  Mr. Ross lent us a canoe and we
hurried our faces eastward in good time in themorning,
Wepaddled down BearLake and I went across theport-
ageto breakfast with Mr.Carre.  His residence isona
small bay on Lake Deception, with a southern exposure
and fine view of the Jake. There 15 a little soil here,
even although it is sandy, and Mr. Carre has laid out
a large garden between the houseand the lake.  They
had a good crop of potatoes, and raised a great vanety
of vegetables, and ali of good growth.  Mr. Kirkpatrick
told me that he had discovered a fertile island in the
lake ncar his place, and that he had harvested a crop
of 200 bushels of potatoes. Leaving Mr. Came’s we
dirccted our course towards Mr. Matchett’'s camp,
where we dined, and there 1 held service with those 1
found atthe camp. We arrived at headquartersin the
evening, having sailed over parts of six Jakes—Bear
Lake, Lake.Deception, Lake Lulu, Long Lake—alake
the name of which 1 could not learn the nawwe—and
Eagle Rock Lake. Let it not be supposed that these
are parts ofone lake. They arcofdifierent clevations.
It appears as if the whole of this country by a tre-
mendous upheaval rose to its present position.

IT WAS MOST IRREGULAR,
in some places haviog huge cormugationsand inothers



e

e ame o e

68

THE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN,

TR

deep caverns. The lughet parts of the ridges and
peaks are only two or three hundred feet above the
level of the lakes.  These huge caverns began to il
with water «nd at last they found au outlet at the low-

est point.  They are kept filled now with ran, and the
springs that e fed from the mterventng rocks, and
which rise i the depths of the lakes often.  The lakes
are emprying o each ather, and dramng castward
md an outlet at last to Lake Winmipeg through the
Winnipeg River.  There are between some of these
lakes splendid water privileges, should apything more be
found for water-power to do beside grinding grawmte.
The depthof these lakesrs dunashing.  Water wears
even granite and trap, and you can trace water marks
on the rocks much lugher than cven water nses now.

Some great barner at or near the Winmpeg River
must have given way recently, for the water mark s
about five feet above the present line, and no one
to whom | spoke ever saw the water within three
and-a half feet of the old hime.  That the fal 15 re-
cent is proved by the fact that there s no lichen grow-
ing on the rock below that hine while there s a thick
coat above. 1 nced scarcely mention that these lakes
are full of delicious fish.  On Saturday 1 passed down
the hine with Mr. Whitehead toward Rat Portage.
At Mr. McDonald's cutting I had an opportunity of
secing the power of the new explosive, nitro-glycerne

The cutting was twenty-eight feet, and through hard
granite.  Eight or ten feet of the top was blasted out
and lay farther down the face of the cut where the
men were loading the rock on trucks. There was a
hole dnilled tea or twelve feet back from the face of
the cut to a depth of mne feet, towards the north-west
comer of the cut, but a few feet from the corner.
‘This hole was filled with water to sec 1if 1t was not
leaky. It proved to be water-tight, and the man who
had charge of the eaplosive poured five pounds of
glycenne through a funnel imto the hale from a tin
pail he held.  Nitro-glycerine is the mnldest and the
most innocent looking stufl one could think of. it re-
sembles castor oil in appearance, as Isaw it—at a dis-
tance [ confess. The explosive being heavier than
waier it sank at once to the bottom of the hole and dis-
placed tae warer, leaving however a quantity of water
above it. We did not care to sec it doits work and re-
tired to a respectful distance.  The man in charge fired
it with electricity and there was a deafening report.
\We returned and found that the whole mass between
the hole and the face of the cut was moved out and so
broken that the derrick could load it on the trucks.
To do this, the rock had to be torn along the north
side twelve feet, the west eight or nine fecet, and south
side twelve feet, and by the bottom; and this was done
to the bottom of thehole. For block blasting they use
mica powder which is> ordinary mica coated withglycer-
ine. It resembles fish scales and 1s made up in can-
ndges to suit the size of the drll.  For seamy rork
they use the ordinary black powder.  The rock is ult-
ed up and most difficult to work in some places [ pass
cd down the line below Rat Portage and called at Mr

Munro’s camp, and Mr. McGulivray's camp. [ tned
to cross over to the tunnel from the west side but
could not.  There was no canoc on my side and |
could make no one sce or hear me on the other. Here
the road crosses a large branch of the Winnipeg River.
The width some one told me was 260feet.  Theres a
fall of four orfive feet just where the road crosses ; and
above, and especially below, the rapids are most pic-
wresque.  Disappomnted in not getting acrossand the
associations of boyhood coming back with some vivid-
aess, | went up the stream a short distarce and rolled
aJog into the water. It was soon carried over the
falls but was soon caught in a wide eddy below and
brought back again. It stole gradually in from the
west side but was driven back by the waves from the
fall. When the waves were not as watchful as they
should have been, the log stole in to be tossed about
for a time and then carried oft by the current. This
folly I repeated three tines, and the log in cach case
had the same experience. The smooth, persistent
eddy always gained on the fussy, frathy water of the
fall. How 1 wished iny children were with me to see
the sport, althouzh 1 might have felt ashamed that a
minister of the Presbyterian Church should have been
seen by any one clse playing like a big boy. 1 retrac-
ed my steps to Rat Portage and called on Mr. Fel-
lowes, the district engineer, and Mr. Jarvis, Mr. Whate-
head's foreman there. Mr. F. sent a couple of men
and a canoe with me across a bay which brought me
ncar home. By nightfzll I was in camp, mecting the
Hon., D. McDonald of Toronto. Sabbath morning 1

held serwice at headquarters. We had quite a large
attendance 1 arranged to preach there in the cven
ing il the steamer did not leave before that time. |
was canocd down and

PREACHED AT RAT PORIAGEK
at 10 30 m 1 tent crected fur the purpose, and to a
gond congregation.  Wlile at dinner at Mr. Lewis'
camp we heard the boat whustle. 1 walked to the
partage at onre and ascertaned that she would leave
abot 3pm 1 must go out by her for wmy commun-
1on was the nest Sabbath, and the mecting of the
Preshytery on Wednesday., 1 got a boat and was
rowed to Mr McDonaid's camp to hold service,  Mr,
Whitchead who was rowing down to the Portage
promised to hold the boat for me. We had a very
large and attentive audience.  After service | made my
way at once to the boat which waied a full half hour for
me. We steamed out and went across half way to the
North-west Angle and tied up for the night, as it 1s
unpossible to navigate the Lake of the Woods here
but 1 daylight. I consulted Captain Malone and ar-
ranged to have service on the boat, which all attend-
ed.  From the Captain, and all officers and men, 1 ex-
pericnced great kindness.  We got to the Angle
Monday forenoon, and here I found a tcam detamed
for my benefit.  We drove thirty-two miles that after-
noon, and had a good carly start neat day.  Meeting
a buggy m the forenoon for which 1 telegraphed. Ignt
home Tuesday night, mmaking the t10 nules corduroy,
muskeg, and all, in a day and-a-half. [ was thus in good
time to report to Presbytery that met the following
day.  When out, I caused a subscription pPaper to be
atculated, and § have been nformed that $70 per
month has been subscribed for the support of a min-
ister.  This sum will be considerably ncreased. In
addiion Mr. Whitchead guarantees board and ladg-
ing. A large proportion of the men working on Sec-
tion cighteen are young men who have been reared in
agmcuhtural distrnicts of the other provinces. There
are also a good number of nuners from the neighbor-
hood of Marquette, and from the Eastern States.  The
preyvailing nationabuies are

IRISH, SCOTCH, CANADIAN, FRENCH,

and Scandinavian. The men unpressed e very favor-
ably, and the great majonity of them have been well
brought up. To leave such a body of men without the
means of grace woukl be a shame and sin, especially
since they are willing to defray all expense. The eof-
fect of being deprived of the means of grace must
prove disastrous to many n after years. Shall we
nat prevent such a calamity 2 When out there | reck-
oned up 610 1aen on scction fifteen.  Wemeta large
gang at Rat Pontage, another atthe North-west Angle,
and a third at Whitemouth.  These would bring the
number up to oo, and Mr. Whitchead expects that
hetween &oand 1000 will be employ ed there all winter.
The work 15 not to be done in a short time. It must
require years to cut this road through, and tence we
ought to have a good man permanently c nployed
there.  If the next secuon is put under contract too,
somcthing should be done for it -1 mean scction six-
teen.  This 15 of the same rharacter as section fifteen,
only worse 1 understand.  For a ime the men sufier-
cd much owing to inferior accommodation and food.
Things were new at first 2nd organization difiicult.
Roads were almost mmpas<sable owing to the heavy
rains, and plant and provisions could be sent out
only with the greai st difliculty. This has alt pas