Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

L’Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

/|  Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numerisées.

Additional comments / irregular pagination.

Commentaires supplémentaires:



THE RISSIONARY RECISTER,

OF THE

 Presbpterian  Chuxch) of Nova Seotia.

LorD, bless and pity us, shine on us with thy face,
That th’ earth thy way, and nations all may know thy saving grace.~—Ps. Ixvii. 1, 4

Vol. 8. JUNE, 1857, No. 6.
CONTENTS :—
PaGE. Page.

ForeIGN Missroxs.
Later Intelligence from Anciteum, 273
Continuation of Mr Geddie’s Letter
of 22nd Augast, - - - 2713
Letter from Mr Gedadie of 22d Sept. 276
° bt “ 10th Nov. 280

Letter from Rev G. N. Gordon, - 283

Uxirep PRESBYTERIAN Miss10Ns,
Jamaica—Grand Caymanas, -
News or THE CHURCH.

Presbytery of Picton, - - - 286
Presbytery of Truro, - - - 286
Presbytery of Halifex, - - - 287

Notices, Acknowledgments, &c. - 287

Foreign Missions.
LATER INTELLIGENCE FROM
ANEITEUM.

Sinee our last, a letter has been re-
ceived from Mr Geddie, dated Nov. 16th,
1856, nearly a month later than was pre-
viously received. We give it entire in
the present No. Qur readers, we are
sure, will be gratified at the continued
favor vouchsafed to the Mission, and the
encouraging prospects on reighboring
islands. ~ We also give the conclusion of
Mr Geddie’s letter of August 22nd, and
his letter of September 22nd, 1856. We
were in error 1n stating in our No. for
April, that extracts from Mr Geddie’s
Jjournal had been received. These let-
ters were all that came to hand, and we
have thought it advisable to include the
whole of them in our present No., though
we have found it necessary, for that par-

e, to exclude almost every thing else,
cause our next No. will be occupied
with the Synod, and we think it desir-
able that the whole should be before our
readers previous to the meeting of Synod.

LETTER OF 22ND AUGUST.
( Continued.)
STATE OF WORK ON MARE.

Our brethren on Mare appear to be
laboring with much devotedness, and
with some degree of success. I could
observe a great change in the appear-
ance of the natives since my last visit to

Mare, before their arrival. The gospel
by Mark is now printed in the language
of the island, and many are able to read
the word of God in their own tongue.
Churches bave been formed at each of
the two stations, and the conduct of the
mewmbers is very satisfactory. Messrs.
Creagh and Jones are of opinion that not
more than one-third of the population
have embraced Christianity, and that the
remainder are still living 1 all the dark-
ness of heathenism. The Christian par-
ty make many efforts to spread the gos-
gel ameng their benighted countrymen,
ut they will not listen to the word of
God. Many declare their determination
to live and die in their present darkness.
But the opposition to Christianity is con-
fined, in a great measure, to the chiefs
rather. than the people, as many of the
latter are tired of heathenism and long
for something better, but dare not avow
their convictions. The days of heathen-
ism are, however, numbered on Mare,
and the word of God will, at no distans
period, triumph.
BURNING OF MR.CREAGH'S HOUSE.
During our stay at Mare the dwelling
house of Mr Creagh was burnt down.
He was at Mr Jones’s station when the
event took place. As soun as word was
sent to him he left for his station and I
accompanied him. The distance is about
12 miles, and the road lay over a level
but barren conntry, without hill or valley
to break the monotory. How ualike the
New Hebrides where the islands appear
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to be formed of mountains thrown toge-
ther in the most romantic confusion. The
day was fine and at one part of the road
we had a view of New Culedonia in the
distance and several of the Loyalty Is-
lands. We were glad to find on reach-
ing our destination that Mr Creagh’s loss
was not sq great as he expected. The
natives by great exertion saved the most
of his clothes and books,.&e. The cause
of the fire i3 involved in mystery. It
could scarcely have been the result of ac-
cident, as the house was shut up at the
time, and there was no fire on the pre-
mises. The general opinion appeared to
be that it was the work of an incendiary.
The heathen were notsuspected,asnone
live near the place,and could scarcely
bave comeon such an errand without be-
ing seen. It is more than probable that
the deed .was done by some person living
in the neighbourhood impatient of the
restraints of Christianity. 1 embraced
the opportunity while at Mr Creagh’s
station. of visiting the graves of Mrs
Creagh.and Mr Nihil, both of vvhom have
died at the very commencement of their
missionary career and both of whom gave
promise of becoming useful labourers in
the cause of God in these dark islands.

RETURN TO ANEITEUM.

* After spending ten days on Mare,
Captain Abbey who had gone to the Isle
of Pinés called for usand brought us back
to Asieiteum. Mrs Geddie’s Thealth has
been much improved by the change of
air, and-at thisdats is quite restored. Mr
Creaglhi, at our request, accompanied us
to Aneiteum. We were of opinion that
a visit to this island would be beneficial
to him. He bhas been here about four
weeks and expects to return to his'own
island when an opportunity occurs. We
have had much agreeable intercourse
with him and esteem him much.

DESCRIPTION OF MARE.

. The island of Marelies to the S. W.
of Aneiteum, distance about 120 miles.
"The formation of the island is singular,
being coraline with a thin sprinkling of
earth. Itislow, level, and thinly wood-
ed. In-several places there is a lower
ridge of land by ‘the sea-shore, and this
narrow ridge which is in general cover-
ed with cocoa-nut treesis the place where
- the natives live. The ascent from this
lower ground to the table land above is
perpendicular and can only be ascended
at certain places. The island abounds
‘with caves of all sizes and every form.

Jure.

The dead are deposited in these caves, as-
there is no depth of soil in which te bury
them. I visited several of these natural
sepulchres in the immediate rear of Mr
Jones’ premises and saw in them human
bones innumerable. Theé only soil fit
for cultivationis in the interior of the is-
land, and many of the natives walk ten
or twelve miles to their plantations.
They usually spend two er three days
in the week at their working ground,
and the remainder of their time at home.
The distance of their plantations ren-

ders their attendance at school very ir-

rezulaz, of which the missionaries com-
Klain, but which they cannot prevent.

‘he ground near the shore is rough and
full of pits and rents which makes walk-
ing unpleasant and in many places un-
safe. There are no springs of water on
the island, nor any ruening stream, but
there are_many natural pits in which
water collects at certain states of the
tide, which is blackish and unpleasant.
As water is scarce the juice of the young
cocoa-nut is used for drink and also the
rain which collects in the hollows of,
rocks. The chiefs of the island possess
great power. They are the proprietors
of the solt and the natives work for them
and give them food as tribute. Their
word is law,and the power of life and
death is in their hands. The people at
large are in a very abject conditior,and
among the heathen both sexes go naked.
But now that the work of evangelization
has been successfully begun, we may an-
ticipate with confidence the day when
the natives of Mare'shall si¢ at the feet
of Jesus ¢clothed and.in their right
mind.” .

FRENCH AGGRESSION.

Mare and the other islands of Loyalty
group are now French tefritory. They
have not indeed becn visited by any
French ship of war, but foreigners have
been prohibited by*the French authori-
ties from selling ardent spirits and fire-
arms to the natives, from which it ap-
pears that they claim a jumsdiction over
them. They refard them probably as
dependencies of New “Caledonia, which,
however, is not the case,'for there is no
political connexion between them, and
the languages of the people are entirely
distinet. French aggressionin the Pa-
cific islands bas hitherto been’ unfavora-
ble to protestant missionary operations.

VESSELS VISITING ANEITEUM.

Our little jsland this year has been vi-

.
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sited by more vessels than usual For
the last four years we have had few ar-
rivals, for which we cannot be too thank-
ful, as we have been unmolested in our
work, The subsiding of the gold ex-
citement in the Australian Colonies,and
an increased demand for sandal-wood in
China, has again brought a number of
vessels to these islands in search of the
latter article. The most of the wood is
now collected at Espirito Santo the
largest and most northerly island of the

roup and brought to Aneiteum, where
1t is deposited until it can be shipped to
China. The island of Espirito Santo
seems to present an inviting field for
missionary operations. I have conversed
with captains trading there and their ac-
count is very favourable. The natives
are docile and fighting is unfrequent
among them. They are more diminu-
tive than the natives in the more south-
ren islands of the group, and are in a
low state of degradation. They practise
cannabalism,but whether they eat friends
as wells as enemies is not known. They
manufacture a kind of pottery which, I
understand, is also made on the Feejees
and New Caledonia. White men land
on the island without fear and in no in-
stance has injury been done to them.
These remarks apply to the west side of
the island as little i3 yet known
about the east. The climate is said to
be very unhealthy, and there has been
much mortality among the vessels’ crews
trading at the island. How desirable to
commence the work of evangelization on
such an island when the natives are so
friendly to white men; but alas! where
are the men to be found ?

VISIT OF BISHCP OF NEW ZEALAND.

The Bishop of NewZealand visited this
island during my absence at Mare. He
was on his way to the Solomon and other
islands and was accompanied by the
Rev Mr Patterson a clergyman who has
come to assist him in his missionary ope-
rations. Mr Inglis came to my station
when the Bishop was here and had agree-
able and friendly intercourse with him.
He intends to call at this island on his
voyage homewards and we look daily for
his arrival.  He has made arrangements
to take “from Aneitéum a quantity of
cocoa-nuts, bread fruit plants, bananas,
&c., o' plant in Norfolk island. This
island: was until recently a convict sei-
tlement, -but'it lias now beén given up
by‘the British Government to the Pit-
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cairn islanders who have been removed
to it from their own island which is now
too small to support its increasing popu-
lation. The inhabitants of Pitcalrn’sisl-
and, as you are aware, are the descend-
ents of the mutineers of the * Bounty.”
The Bishop intends to form a Missionary
school on Norfolk Island for the natives
whom he may take from the islands visi-
ted by him. The climate of New Zea-
land has been found too cold for the na-
tives of these islands and many have
died there. The Bishop’s plan of evan-
gelization, which has hitherto been to
take natives from heathen islands and
endeavor to impart religious instruction
through the English language has not
been aitznded with much success; and
the plan of sendir:g native teacherg alone
to evangelize heathen islands. seems
nearly as objectionable. Both plansare
useful as auxiliaries to something more
perfect. Butif ever these islands are
evangelized, missionaries must lead in
the work and bear the burden of it. This
subject cannot be too much impressed on
those who have the direction of missions,
as the work of evangelization has not I
fear advanced on these islands, by too
much dependence on means unfitted for
theend. In making this statement I
express the opinion of all missionary
brethren with whom I have conversed on
the subject. Qur Lord’s commission to
his servants is, * Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture,” and no scheme should be allowed
to supersede this.

PROPOSAL TO SEND MECHANICS.

From a number of the Missionary Re-
gister which reached me a few months
ago, I am led to, infer that you intend to
send pious mechanics to aid in the mis-
sionary work, if suitable men can be
found. None, I think, should be sent to
these islands, at the present time, but or-
dained missionaries. This is also the
opinion of my esteemed fellow-laborer,

r Inglis, and of other missionary breth-
ren with whom I bave conversed on the
subject of lay agency. For some’rea-
son or other, layagency on theseislands.
has not realized the expectations+of “the
friends of missions, though the expeérit
ment has been fairly made. The Lon»
don Missionary Society, as far as Iam
aware, has not any lay agents on the
islands which it occupies, though these
were at one time numerous. Itisamis-
taken idea which many persons at home
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entertain, that a man who can plane a
board or gorge an axe is likely to find a
readier access to the heart of a savage
than the christian minister who makes
known to him the * unsearchable riches
of Christ.” Send the best men that the
Church can spare, and if they are pos-
sessed of attainments which cause them
to excel at home, they are almost sure to
be eminently and extensively useful here.
_But while I write thus, I beg to assure
{ou that if any mechanics or teachers
ave been appointed by you to aid in the
missionaty work, we shall welcome them
as brethren, and do what we can to pro-
mote their comfort and usefulness.

DESIRE FOR MORE MISSIONARIES.

I regret to learn that your long-con-
tinued appeal for help for these islands
has not been more successful. How sad
to think that Mr Gordon comes alone,
when the Church is prepared to support
at least one more laborer in the mission
field. This matter is very serious, and
may well cause us to tremble for the per-
manency of the work to which we have
solemnly pledged ourselves. Does our
Church furnish no young man who, when
God says : ¢ Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us,” is ready to answer:
“ Here am I, send me ?” The responsi-
bility of becoming a missionary to the
heathen seems, to many persons, so great,
that they dare not undertake it,and this
perliaps i3 the reason why some who
might be expected to engage in it de-
cline. But it ought not to be forgotten
that the responsibility of declining, when
the heathen loudly eall for help, is equal-
ly great. Have my younger brethren in
- the ministry such reasons for remaining
at home, as will exempt them from the
guilt of being accessory to the ruin of'the
heathen in these islands who are going
down to perdition because noman cared
for their souls ?

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS.

You will learn from this letter that we
have much caunse for thankfulness to
God. He has given us strength for His
service, and inclined the hearts of many
of these islanders to receive His Word.
His past goodness ought to encourage us
to more devoted exertion for the further-
ance of His cause. Let all our efforts in
the cause of God be conducted in bum-
ble dependence on Him. To lean on
our own wisdom and strength is to dis-
honor Him and forfeit every claim to His
blessing. Itis only when we feel “hat
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we are dependent creatures that He will
owp our labors and bless them.

T must now close thislong letter. Let
me solicit your prayers in behalf of all
engaged in.the mission,. May your in-
terest in the extension of the gospel ne-
ver decline until the earth shall be « full
of the knowledge of the Lord as the wa-
ters cover the sea.”

I remain yours, very sincerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.
To the Board of Foreign
Missions of P. C. of N.S.

AxEerreuM, NEw HEBRIDES,
Sept. 22nd, 1856,
My DeAR BROTHER,—

I beg to inform you that the missing
cases sent by the “Sydney” to Melbourne
have at last come to hand. They reach-
ed this island in the month of April last.
The cause-of their detention is fully ex-

lained in the inclosed letter from the
ev R. Hamilton of Melbourne to the
Rev Dr Ross of Sydney. Isincerely re-
gret that so much expense has been in-
curred on them.
DETENTION OF MISSION GOODS.

I have also received a letter from the
Rev Dr Ross, from which I make the
following extract, which may be useful
for your future guidance: 1 have re-
ceived from Melbourne fourteen cases
addressed to you, which bave been ly-
ing undiscovered for upwards of twelve
montks. 1 enclose for you a letter from
the Rev R. Hamilton, of that city, ex-
plaining the whole matter, as also the
charges which he has had to pay, amount-
ing to £25 7s. 6d., which, with 10s. pre-
mium paid to the Bank, I have remitted
to him. Your Society will of course pay
this amount. The whole matter is very
scandalous, and which I hope you will
write to Nova Scotia about, and request

our friends to mention in their Bill of

ading the vessel they have sent by, and
the port to which she goes, as well as in-
form the gentlemen to whose care the
are sent directly of these particulars.
sent these cases to Messrs. Towns & Co.,
who kindly said they would take charge
of them. I send them now by one of
their vessels, which will touch either at
the Isle of Pines or Aneiteum,.and trust
you will get them safely.” The follow-
ing is the amount of expense incurred
on the boxes which Dr Ross has charged
in my account :—Paid Rev. R. Hamil-
ton, £25 7s. 6d,; paid premium to the
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Bank on the above sum, 10s.; F'reight

from Melbourne to Sydney, &ec,, £10 13,

6d.; whole amount, £35 19s.
DISTRIBUTION OF SUPPLIES,,

The supplies so kindly furnjshed by
the friends of the cause we have endea-
voured to appropriate to the best advan«
tage. After repaying Mr Inglis for
ciothing for teachers borrowed from him
last year, I have given our teachers on
this and the neighbowing islands a Iibe.
ral supply for the present year, J have
likewise purchased a piece of ground in
the vicinity of the Mission premises,
which now contain about four acres of
land i® the most eligible part of our
beautiful harbour. I have also bought
about two hundred cocoa nut and bread
fruit trees at our out-stations, which will
add to the comfort of the teachers re-
siding at them. In addition to this, the
natives living on our premises, who now
exceed twenty in number, have besn
comfortably and decently clothed, FPre.
sents have also been given to gome of
the chiefs on this and the neighbouring
islands, and to other deserving natives.
To accomplish these objects a consideras
ble quantity of clothing has been given
away, but there is still a good supply on
hand to meet future demands.

It will be pleasing to the friends of the
cause at home to know that their con-
tributions of clothing, &c., has enabled
us to eularge our operations to an ex-
tent that we could not have done with-
out them. There are on this jsland at
present twenty-two married and four
unmarried teachers supported entirely
by the contributions sent from hame,
and also four families engaged in the
missionary work on the islands of Tang
and Fotuna. Mr Inglis supporty about
the same number by contributions sent
to him from Scotland and New Zealand,
T trust that this kind of aid to the Mis.
sion will be continued as long as §t i§
wanted. If a portion of the home made
cloth which you receive could he ex-
changed for shirts fr teachers and got»
ton for women’s dresses the arrangement
would be advantageous.

COMMUNION SERVICE,

I beg to thank your Session, in the
name of our infant Church, for the Com-
munion Service. Iam sorry togay that
the cups were injured by some great
pressure on the cover of the box in which

“they came. This donation to our Mis-
sion is truly acceptable. There arg ase
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sociatlons connected with it which will
8ver ¢iuse me to regard it as a precious
mewerial. When used af our last Com-
munion I could not but think of the
Ohurch in which I was nurtured, the
lmsfm' whom I loved, and the time when

first partook of the symbols of our Sa-
vigut’s dying love from this very Service.
Ilittle t ougbt at that time thatit would
be my privilege to use it in administer-
ing the erdinance of the Lord’s Supper
:? 8 Churcli formed from among the hea-

1613,

PRINTING MATERIALS.

In your last letter you mention that a
gum of money has been collected for a
Printing Press and transmitied to the
London Missionary Society. Though a
%406(1 press has been furnished to the

fsslon by friends in Scotlaad, our print-
!nﬁ depattment is still incomplete. Yoz
will best know our wants.when I tell you
#hat we have received. Last year,along
with the press which came from Scot-
land, was sent a mould for making ink-
ing vollers and an ink table, and also a
donation of small but good type from Mr
Nelson 6f Edinburgh. An application
was made by.Mr Inglis for atype of
ltwge slze, to print the New Testament,
and & font containing 250 lb. came to
hand this year, which I understand to
be aléo & donation from Mr Nelson of
Bdinburgh, I enclose a specimen, from
which you will see that it 15 a very beau-
tiful and legible type, and the natives

,&re much delighted with it. But weare
still unfurnished with the articles cons
tained in the list which Isentyou. We
also require a font of smaller type for
genéral purposes. And as our stock of
printiig paper is expended we need an
additional supply for school books; the

Apet we receive from the British and

'oveign Bible Society can only be used
for printing the Seriptures.. Mr Inglis
snd I have just sentan order to the Rev
Dr Goold, of Edinburgh, for the font of
typs and other printing materials re-
guired, which we estimate will cost about

24 sterling, and hence I have drawn
an order in his favour on the Treasurer
of the Tondon Missionary Society for
this smotint. I have also sent an order
to Ir Tidman for ten reams of printing
papet. -

HAMOAN TEACHERS.

You are aware that we. have, some
Bamoan teacherson thisisland, " At pre-
sent there dre four, two .of whom reside
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in Mr Inglis’ district, and two in my
own. [t is tho intention of two of them
to roturn to Samoa by the ®John Wil-
lams,” With the exception of the Sa-
moans on this island, and one in Erro-
mangn, thore are no teachers from East-
ern Polyncsia on the New Hebrides is-
lands, At one time they were numer-
ous, but they have eitler died or been
killed, or haveleft on account of sickness.
Their sufferings on these islands, of va-
rions kinds, have been very great. Mr
Inglis and I wrote o our brethren on
Samos Just year and requested them,
from motives of humanity, to send no
more tcachers to these islands unless
thoy come accompanied by missionaries
to watch thom in their sickness and lead
them in their work,

PRESENTS TO THE CHIEFS.

Durin? a recent visit to Mr Inglis, I
had the honor, in conjunction with him,
of presenting to cach of the chiefs of this
island a beautiful red shirt, the gift of
ladies in Bccdand, The present was
given as an expression of the satisfaction
of the danor for a law passed by our
chicfs to prevent the sale of native women
for licentious Eurposes. Ienclose a copy
of the law, which may interest you. The
prescntation was a scene worthy of the
artist’s poncil, We met in the Church,
a8 being the most convenient place for
our purpose. Mr Creagh from Mare was
. with us on the ocension. Mr Inglis and
1 had previously written the names of the
chiefs in our rospective destricts. We
read & name alternately- from our lists,
and a8 cach man’s name was announced,
* he came forward to the platform where
wo stood and Mr Creagh handed him a
shirt, About 50 shirts were distributed
in this way. Our chiefs were much
pleased witn the present,but morepleased
that thoir conduct in passing so salutary
aJaw was noticed by friends so distant.
I feol glad at what the ladies in Scotland
have done, as I am sure the moral effect
on this island wiil be good. Whatever
becomen of other laws, the act which has
elicited such satisfaction in Beretania will
never hecome & dead letter in Aneitenm
while the present chiefs rule in the land.
As far as I am aware, only one instance
has oceurred in which the act, by a large
interprotation of it, has been violated.
Tho guilty party, a woman, as a punish-
ment, was banished to another part of the
island, with aninjunction fiom the chiefs
never more to show her face at the har-

bor. We have recently felt the benefi-
cial effects of the law in the case of a
Sydney whaler, now lying at anchor in
the harbor. The crew have been ranging
the istand for miles around in search of
women, but have met with repulse eve-
rywhere.- The property offered by them
as an inducement to sin has been thrown
at them by the indignant females. Such
a state of things is the result of civil le-
gislation, as well as of christian instruc-
tion. It would be unreasonable to ex-
pect, as a general rule, high moral feel-
Ing among a people where, a few years
ago, virtue wasunknown. The mission-
aries are of course blamed for the pre-
sent state of things, and the poor sailors
go about uttering against us the most
awful curses. We disregard, but lament,
this impotent rage. Bad as missionaries
are in the estimation of these reckless
men, they are the first to whom they re-
pair in their troubles. On board of this
vessel there are three invalids, whom, by
request, I have visited, for which they
seem to be grateful. 1 have also succeed-
ed in distri%uting five English and one
Chinese New Testament among the crew
—a most ruffian-looking set of men.

ANTI-TOBACCO MOVEMENT.

There is at present an anti-tobacco
movement on this island. The practice
of smoking is universal on the islands of
the Pacific which European vessels visit.
Among natives, especially, who in most
cases indulge in the practice without re-
straint, itisa greatevil. 'When the hab-
it is once formed, they seem to care httle
about instruetion, clothing, or any thing
that is good and useful to them. Some
of our best natives, a considerable time
ago, convinced of the evil, gave up the
use of tobacco themselves, and persuaded
several of their countrymen to do so also.
Mr Inglis and I approved of their con.
dnet, but left the matter, in a great med-
sure, with the natives themselves. ]
have witnessed, of late, so much of the
evils of smoking in my own district,which.
being at the harbor, 1s most exposed, tha
I have felt it my duty toabandon a neu
tral position. Ibegan the work of refor
mation among the young men on my owr

remises, none of whoin are now smokers

next spoke to my teachers on the sub-
ject, and was glad to find that, without
exception, they were anti-tobacconists.
I afterwards brought the subject before
the Church members, and gave them dis-
tinctly to understand that their using

o
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tobacoo would not subject them to any
<cclesiastical discipline, yet strongly
arged them for their own sakes, and as
an example to others, to give it up ; and
T am happy to add that ﬁaey have com-
phied with the advice given without a
digsenting voice. I last of all sent the
‘Church members to visit every village
in my district, and advise their country-
men to abandon a habit which experi-
-ence bas shawn to be a great barrier to
their religious and moral improvement;
and the result has been, that the visiting
party have come home loaded with 1pipes
and tobacco. I design to visit Mr Inglis
in a few days, and will take along with
me the pipes and tobacco collected in
amy district. And when the natives on
his side of the island see what has been
done here, the habit of smoking, I doubt
mof, will be almast entirely abolished on
Aneiteum ia a few weeks. Our natives
will doany thing that we tell them, pro-
vided we give them good reason for our
advice, and in the present instance we
have only to point to the persons who
aeglect our schools, disregard the ordi-
nances of veligion, go about with little
clothing or perhaps none at all, and leave
their families to embark in vessels to go
they know rot where; and tell them
these are the tobaccs-smokers, and this
is enough. i is more than probable that
many will again smoke, especially if ex-
posed to. temptation; but in the mean
time the evil has recerved a salutary
check. I . may add that some of our
brethren on the Eastern Islands will not
admit persons to Church membership
avho use tobacco.

' NEW PRINTING OFFICE.

Thenativesare busy at present making
a new printing office. 1t is a building
forty feet long %yA fourteen wide and con-
4ains three rooms. It is a framed house
and stands some distance from the ground
on a wall of stene. It is flopred and well
ventilated below. The building now
used as a printing office has a plastered
floor, which makes it damp and un-
healthy for the natives. I have hitherto
employed four natives in the printing
department, who work for three and a
half hours daily for five days in the week.
Besides this, they attend school twice
every day and also prepare their legsons
at home. I fear, however, that they
have too much fo do. Natives who have
been unaccustomed to restrai.t and con-
finement, can bear hut little of either. I
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have lately appointed my best printer to
the charge of a school on account of fail-
ing health, and since he left, the employ-
ment he has become quite robust again.
The second best band is now an invalid,
but he is not seriously ill. The work at
present is carried on by two young boys:
The natives seem very fond of the busi-
ness, aud would pgladly work more hours
than I allow, Tﬁey will, I hope, enjoy
their health better in the new building.
Iintend to limit their labour to 8 hours
aday and employ more hands. The na-
tives now do all the printing themselves
with the exception of correcting the
press.
CONCLUSION.

Y am glad to inform you of our con-
tinued welfare. By the goodness of God
we have health and aburdanee of work:
Every day increases our interest in the
natives, and they seem to appreciate the
efforts made, for their g Many a
heart on Aneiteum feels grateful to you
for sending the Word of Life to this
dark and degraded island.

I now conclude my letter, solicitingfor
myself, and all engaged in the work, an
interest in your prayers.

I remain, very sincerely,
Yours, &e., o
JOHN GEDDIFE. .
Rev J. Bayne, Sec. to Board
of F. Miss. of P. C.of N.S.

INTAS ALEP
O ILPU ATIMI ALUPAS ANEITEUM.
Intas alep vai ilpu takata.
1. L
Intas alep ineigki is asaiz a Nohoat, im
Karahed, im Nemet, imPViali, im Paulo,
im Topoe, im Abraham, im Nimtiwan,
im Napolos, im Neijiv, im Luka, im
Yamtiu, im Tavita, im lep bal ra ilpu
atimi alupas Aneitenm, anli neom alai-
gaheni Aunelicaubat, an nadiat 10, an
mohoc Julai, irai yier 1854 : nikavaig,
Et itaup par ahtai ilpu takata imi nup
irai tak apece im leh'nimtan: El et ago
nedo hasineigki tah natimi etpu atipanki
nimtan ehelen a natimi alupas esjilid an
nuarin pece ¢ un, um atnamud an nuhup
o atimi asega. ;
(Enrglish translation. } ;

This law was enacted by Nohoat, Kara-
hed, Nemet, Viali, Paulo, Topoe, Abra-
ham, Nimtiwan, Napolos, Neijiv, Luka,
Yamtiu Tavita and other chiefs of Anei-
tetm, in the church at Axicligauhat, or
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the tenth day of July 1854: namely:
It is unlawful to sell women to men of
other lands: and if any person is guilty
of this crime, the chief of his district
shall seize the payment and burn it pub-
licly.

AxEeireuM, New HEBRIDES,
Nov. 10th, 1856.
Rev. AND DEAR SiR,—

1 bave no letters from you of later
date than Novemlf)'elr 29th, 1854. bI sent
a large package of letters to you by way
of Crlffinzalast gmonth, which I hopz you
will receive. I was sorry to learn from
the Rev Dr Ross that a number of let-
ters which I sent to Sydney in January
last lay undiscovered in a store there un-
til September: they are now on their
way to America, and will I hope reach
you in safety. As I have so recently
and fully written to you about the wmis-
sionary work on this island my allusion
to it at present will be brief.

PROGRESS OF THE WORK.

The cause of God advances as en-
couragingly as we could expect. The
measure of attention paid by the natives
to the means employed for their religi-
ous and moral imprevement is cheering
to-us, and a matter of thankfulness to
God. On the apiroaehing Sabbath the,
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper will be
dispensed at my station. I hope this
day to administer the ordinance of bap-
tism to eighteen adulis and a number of
children.

: PRINTING.

The last sheet of the Gospel by Mat-
thew was printed a few days ago. Fhis
is the first entire portion of Scripture
which has issued from the Aneiteum
press. The large «nd elegant type with
which it is printed gives the Aneiteum
version a pre-eminence over any other
version that has yet been printed in the
Pacificislands. The natives rejoice that
they now possess a portion of God’s holy
word in a form so clear and legible, and
that may be.read with such comfort. I
send you a copy, which, to save postage,
goes unbound, but which you had better
bind for preservation. I intend to print
the Gospel by John as soon as we finish
a school book, the Book of Jonah and a
small Calander for ¥857, now ready for
the press. .
MR. GORDON’S COMING.

‘We have learnt that the *John Wil-
Hams” was to leave England in July for
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these islands She will no doult be near
Sydney by this time. We éntéttained
a hope that Mr Gordon would bave
reached Sydney in time to takié a pas-
sage direct to Aneiteum' befcvo tlie hur-
ricane months, but the secson is so far
advanced now that we have abandoned
that hope. A residence of a few months
on the island would have been advan-
tageous to Mr Gordon and extremely
gratifying toall the members of this Mis-
sion, but we must acquiesce in the ar-
rangements of God, over whick we have
no control. Mr Gordon will now remaire
in the * John Williams,” make the cir-
cuit of Fastern Poulynesia, and reach
these islands most probably about the
month of April or May nmext year. Im
th? mean time we are doing what we
can to prepare the way for the settle-
ment of Mr Gordon ori'Tana. He wil}
T think find many heartsopen to receive
him. He is about to erter on a field of
great importance and much promise. I
have in my possession a vocabulary and
grammar of the Iangnage of Fana pre-
Eared by Rev Messrs. Turner and Nis-
et, who formerly resided there, which
will be of great service to him. I look
forward with great interest to the occu-
pation of Tana. It contains a popula-
tion of 20,000 souls. Tt is the most fer~
tile of the New Hebrides islands, the
largest yams perhaps in the world are
growntherz. The natives, though great
savages, are a fine race, and'shouh%r the
cause of evangelization advance, by the
blessing of God, on that fsland, I know
of no island in this group more likely to
send out noble bands of teachers to -dif-
fuse the, light of the gospel to the dark
regions beyond. :
MISSION SCHOONER.

‘We bave recently heard that the Mis-
sion Schooner * John Khox” was being
built in Glasgow in May last. We pre-
sume that she is now on her way to Syd-
ney, and will long to hear of her safe ar-
tival there, We are now writing to Dr
Ross about her, and giving him such in-
structions as we are able about her safé
transmission to this island. We have re-
quested him to send her, if possible, about
the month of April, after the hurricane
season is over. We are anxious to have
her here before the “Jolin Williams™
arrives, as her presence would facilitate
our movements in the settlement of Mr
Gordon, &c. I trust'that the same gra~-
cious Providence, which has thus far
prospered our efforts to. obtain a vessel).
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may open up the way for her safe trans-
mission to her destination.

We were surprised to learn that our
friends in Scotland had ordered the Mis-
sion Schooner to be built in Glasgow.—
Their activity and zeal in the matter
has certainly relieved us of much anxie-
ty and trouble, and it is highly probable
that the vessel is much superior and more
complete than any that could have been
built in this part of the world. Irom
the dimensions given she appears to be
smaller than, we desired, but I have no
doubt but she will answer our purpose
well for years to come. We feel truly
grateful to our friends who have so libe-
rally responded to our appeal for a Mis-
sion Schooner. Itrust that her presence
in these islands will facilitate and hasten
on their evangelization. Our little ves-
sel will require to be always well manned
and navigated with caution among the
islands. She would form a noble prize
to the natives of some of the dark islands
of the group. On some of the islands
the natives have large canoes, which will
carry from thirty to forty warriors. But
I do not anticipate much danger with or-
dinary prudence.

Our natives rejoice at the prospect of
having a small nelgow alaingaheni (veli-
gion ship). Many are now making great
efforts to learn the word of God them-
selves that they may become eligible
candidates for foreign service. We have
not the same difficulty here in procuring
men to labour among the heathen that
you have. We have seldom to ask the
question ¢ who will go for us,” but rather

- “ whom shall we send.” Our difficulty
lies not in finding, but in choosing, men
willing to labour in the dark islands
around us. The natives, since they have
received the gospel themselves, seem to
feel that they lie under solemn and sa-
cred obligations to extend it to others.

FOTUNA,

Our latest accounts from the neigh-
bouring islands are favourable. The
Mission boat visited Fotuna two weeks
ago. She had ashort but boisterous pas-
sage to thatisland. Our object in send-
ing her was to carry two teachers there,
and bring home information about the
work on that island. The teachers on
Fotuna are well and the natives treat
them with kindness. The feeling in fa-
vour of christianity becomes more gene-
ral and many listen to the teachers with
attention. The chief Navaika, who vi-
sited this island some months ago, is very
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strong, as the natives say, for the word
of God. He goes about and talks to his
countrymen, and urges them to imitate
the Aneiteumese and abandon heathen-
ism. The teachers whom we sent re-
cently are stationed at the place where
the Samoan teachers were killed some
years ago. The peopie are all heathen,
but they consented to receive them, tho’
they do not pledge themselves to receive
the word of God. Thisis quite as much
as we can reasonably expect. Oh fora
missionary for Fotuna.

TANA.

A vessel bas just come in from Tana
and brings good tidings of the teachers
there. The natives treat them with kind-
ness. The teachers itinerate on the Sab-
bath day, and the people wherever they
go listen with attention to them. The
Tanese wish more teachers from this is-
land, but we have declined sendiag any
more until the ¢ John Williams” arrives,
and then we hope to send a good band
of them along with Mr Gordon. The
visit of the Tanese to this island a few
months ago, of which I have given anac-
countin a former letter, appears to have
been productive of great good. They
have seen with their own eyes that the
gospel brings temporal as well as spiri-
tual advantages to those who receive it,
and that the Aneiteumese, instead of dy-
ing on account of the word of God, are
more vigorous, comfortable and happy,
than they were in the days of heathen-
ism. There are at present seven Anei-
teum teachers on Tana, six of whom are
married men. The principal chief of
Port Resolution is still a heathen, but his
conduct is good to the teachers and he
respects the institutions of religion. The
Sabbath is observed by the natives, and,
though they do not spend it in seeking
the word of God, yet they abstain from
work and will not barter with ships on
that day. 'When a neighbouring tribe
wished to fight with the people at Port
Resolution Miaki, the chief, declined,
because fighting was opposed to the new
religion. .

ERROMANGA.

On the island of Erromanga there is
one Samoan teacher and one native of
Erromanga who spent some years at Sa-
moa. The natives appear to wish for
missionaries and the word of God. The
Erromangans though they bear a bad
name, are perhaps the mildest and most
docile natives in this part of the world,
If they have been guilty of some atroci-
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ties, the wmhife savages who provoked
them are to blame. ~The teacher writes
that a great work might be done on Er-
romanga Wwere missionaries present to
carry it on. He mentions as induce-
ments to settle on that island. 1st. The
natives do not steal the property of the
teacher however much exposed. 2nd.
The Erromangans do not entertain the
idea that christianity brings disease and
death, like most the islanders. 3rdly.
The natives have a great desire for mis-
sionaries. 'We sincerely hope that mis-
sionaries for Erramanga may soon be
found as it presents an inviting field for
usefulness at the present time.
FATE.

‘We have not heard anything from the
dark island of Fate for a long time. It
is only 120 miles from Aneiteum, but
there is not any direct intercourse be-
tween the islands. Nearly all our infor-
mation about Fate since the  John Wil-
jiams” was here, is from the printed ac-
count of her voyage. We were grieved
to learn from it of the massacre of Pikik
and Kavarin two Raratongan teachers
and their wives and one child. They
spent some time on this island, and we
wereacquainted with them,and feel their
death the more. I was present at their
settlementon Fate,and along with Messrs
Maurray and Sunderland accompanied
them on shore. The joy of the people
when the teachers were given to them
exceeded any thing that { had witnessed
on similar occasions. It appears, how-
ever, that only nineteen days after we
left them they were murdered and eaten
. by the cruel savages! The heart of the
heathen is truly as treacherous as it is

OTHER ISLANDS.

The istands to the north of Fate which
comprise the principal part of this group
are numerous and some of them very
large. They have not yet been explored
by missionaries, but the sandal-wood tra-
ders give a good account of the natives.
According to them the inhabitants, or
most of them are more genuine negroes
than those who occupy the southern isl-
ands of the group, where there has been
intermixture to some exteni with the
Malayan race. They are diminutive
in size, and mild, timid and honest. On
the parts of Espirito Santo where san-
dal-wood is found, white men land and
trade with the natives, witbout appre-
hension or danger. Theclimate is how-
ever unhealthy.’
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The New Hebrides presents an _invit-
ing field for the missionary operations of
any Church. There is an ample field
for usefulness here, and if darkness, de-
gradation and misery entitle our fellow-
creatures to sympathy, then no part of
the heathen world can present stronger
claims to christian benevolence than
these islanders. May God increase the
piety, generosity and devotedness of the
Churches engaged in their evangelizati-
on.

COLLECTIONS FOR SCHOONER.

In reference to the money collected
for the «“ John Knox” Mr Inglis has been
informed that more than £370 sterling
has been collected in Scotland for this
object. A considerable sum has also
been made up in New Zealand with the

romise of doing more. It ishigbly pro-

able that Mr Inglis will not have less
than £500 sterling for his share. As I
have not received any letter from Nova
Scotia since my appeal for aid to par-
chase the mission schooner, I do not of
course know what has been done, but 1
was glad to learn from a private letter
received by Mr Inzlis, that you had sent
£150 to the Treasurer of the London
Missionary Society for the mission ves-
sel. The surplus of the mission schoo-
ner fund should be preserved to meet
the current expenses of the vessel, and
Mr Inglisand I are of opinion that a
portion of it might be wisely appropria-
ted to meet the expense of opening up
new islands for missionary operations.
We require for this object, as presents
to the chiefs, &c., a quantity of red shirts,
hatchets, fish-hooks, knives, looking-glass-
es, beads, &e. The articles nsuaﬁy sent
to the mission would not be valned on
heathen islands, and therefore unsuita-
ble. Mr Inglisis about to serd home
an order for the above mentioned arti-
cles to the value of about £80 sterling,
would you please transmit to Dr Bates
half thisamount as our share.

The mission families are all well at
thisdate. Our esteemed friends Mrand
Mrs Inglis are with us at present and
return to their own station to-morrow.
Let me solicit on behalf of the mission
and all connected with it an interest in
your prayers.

I remain,
Yours, very sincerely,
JOHN GEDDIE.
Rev J. Bayne, Sec. to Board
of F. Miss. of P. C.of N. S.
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LETTER FROM REV. G. N. GOR-
DON.

SepxEY, NEw SourH WALRS,
January 26th, 1856.

‘We arrived at Melbourne on the 12th
of December. We entered between the
heads of the harbor in the morning, and
sailed up Hobsons Bay about 30 miles,
where in the evening we anchored near
to the Yara, on the banks of which the
city of Melbourne is built.

Soon after we anchored in Hobson’s
Bay, the Rev Messrs. Howe and Sund-
erland came off to welcome us to Mel-
bourne, and made us acquainted with
the arrangements which they had made
for missionary services for the Sabbath
near at hand, and were consequently
very anxiously looking for the arrival of
the John Williams. We landed on the
following day, and remained two weeks
and three days between Melbourne and
Geelong—preaching and bolding miissi-
onary meetings in the Presbyterian and
Independent congregations, who have
resolved to hold a Union Prayer Meet-
ing quarterly on behalf of Polynesian
Missions, and to unite in the Foreign
Mission work—as far as practicable in
the present state of these Churches.
More than 2000 children, with their
teachers, from various Sabbath Schools
visited the Jokn Welliams before we left,
and reccived some good impressions,
which, no doubt, will last with good re-
sults when the ship isamong the things
that were. Lemonade, soda water, and
buns were provided for them. They
conducted themselves with much pro-
priety, and it was gratifying to hear
their infant voices raised aloft in cheer-
ing accents, when they gotthe first sight
of the ship for Jesas Christ.

A breakfast was provided for us on
the $1st, at which the Missionaries and
several Ministers present gave short ad-
dresses,—some of which were well suited
to teach the beart. Afterwardsasteamer
waited on us, and took us to our ship,
where we had to bid our friends at
Melbourne an affectionate farewell.
Among our best friends were the Rev
Messrs Ballantyne and Miller.  Mr Mil-
ler was in times past a member of Pro-
fessor King’s congregation in Glasgow.
He was greatly pleased with what I re-
lated to him about your efforts for nupion
in Nova Scotia on those practical sub-
Jjects on which they feel here that all
should be united. Isethim to work, be-
fore we parted, in soliciting the ladies
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for their help in providing a box of cloth-
ing for us before the return of the Jokn
Williams, in which be engaged most
heartily.

We arrived safely at Sydney, in the
good Providence of God, after a passage
of six days from Hobson’s Bay, and were
quite charmed with the delightful scen-
ery on both sides of Port Jackson as we
sailed up to Svdney, which is seven
miles from the entrance of the harbour.
The city is built on a delightful situati-
on, and has a very fine appearance from
the harbour and the elevated grounds
round about. Many of the houses in
the chief business streets are not much
inferior in appearance to those of the
West of London.

Since we came to Sydney we have
been engaged preaching and holding
meetings, as at Melbourne and Hobart
Town. Mr Howe isan important ad-
dition to the little missionary band. He
and I have been to Maitland and New-
castle preaching and holding meetings
on behalf of Missions, and I enjoyed lus
company very much. I trust we have
been the means of doing some good in
the great cause of our Lord and Master
Jesus Christ in all these places.—We
have all been engaged for two Sabbath
daysin and about Sydney preaching mis-
sionary sermons and addressing juvenile
meetings, besides attending to meetings
in different parts of the city during the
other days of the week.

The French are carrying on the work
of extirpation among the natives of New
Caledonia. They bave more than 300
soldiers stationed, according to “report,
and have asserted that they will take
possession of the Loyalty Islands. Al-
as! for the poor natives, where the
French obtain the rale over them des-
truction and misery follow in the train
of their conquering car. And we need
not wonder at these things happening un-
der the French Government while the
natives of these Colonies have been
slaughtered like wild beasts under the
British rule, while inquisition for blood
has not been made. Such cruelties have
been perpetrated in Australia chiefly by
the convict settlers.  Some noble efforts,
however, have been put forth by religious
Societies,and latterly by theGovernment,
to better the condition of the ill-used ab-
orgines of these Colonies, but for the most
part they have been too spasrodic to se~
cure much success. Intemperance is
one of the greatest obstacles in the way
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of missionary success among them. Eu-
ropeans, in many settlements, bave left
them in a much worse state than that in
which they found them. In all the prin-
cipal settlements of Australia and fas-
mania they are fast fading away before
the influence of the vices introduced
among them by nominal christians, “who
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for whom there remaineth noth-
ing ir their present state buta certain
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation.”

It is impossible to form a just estimate
of the intellectual capacities of many of
the tribes of Australia by the few degrad-
ed remnantsof some tribes which wan-
der about the principal seaport towns.—
I have been led to believe, on the hest
of authority, that many of them are very
improveable, which isnot the popular
opinion.

The latest news from Western Poly-
nesia are very encouraging, especially
from the Loyalty Isiands.—Lifu, with a
population of 10,000, is already white
to the harvest, and their Macedonian
cry for help is becoming intense. The
agents of the London Missionary Socie-
ty have opened up a way of access {o
100,000 heathen in Western Polynesia,
and the Churches bere especially are
called in God's providence to arise and
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take possession in the name of the Lord.
Several influential friends of the Missi-
on cause are sanguine in relation to im-
portant results following our visit to the
Colonies at this time. I do not however
believe, from all I have learnt on the
subject of the union contemplated for
this work, that the Churches here are
yel prepared to enter into union, with
all their hearts, to promote c¢his good
work. T would not be surprised to find
that the Presbyterian Churches will soon
form an crganization of their own for
missionary work in Polynesia, till which
time they will contribute to the funds of
the London Missionary Society, as the
most efficient wayin which they can for
the present help on the good work.

1 have preached to nearly as many
congregations in these Colonies since we
came to Australia as I did when visiting
congregations in Nova Scotia, besides
addressing numerous juvenile and adult
meetings on missionary subjects—a work
which I little contemplated when I left
my beloved friends in Halifax. I gave
a speech a few days ago, ata breakfast
meeting, in which I spoke of the condi-
tion of the aborginies of this country—
referring them to your example in No-
va Scotia.

I remain dear sir,
Your’s truly,
G. N. GORDON.

United Presbyferian Missions.

JAMAICA.
GRAND CAYMANAS.
THE POWEK OF DIVINE GRACE.

The following extractsare taken from
a letter of the RevJames Elmslie, dated
26th September 1856, addressed tothe
Rev. Henry Renton :—

Remarkadle Scene atthe Communior in
Bodden Town—On the Sabbath we had
avery singular manifestation of thedi-
vine presence in the midst of us. No-
thing remarkable took place till we began
to commewmorate the death of Christ—
After giving of thanks, I in general make
afew remarks before distributing the
elements of bread and wine. Isaid the
only sabject which Iwonld wish youto
lootz to, upon the present occasion is
Jesus Christ.  Jesus says, Look unto me,
behold me, behold me. Think ic what

attitude he is placed before you. He is
standing with his arms widely extended
ready to_receive you; not armsof pow-
er to dash you down to the place of woe,
butarms of mercy to save you. I said
again, Look to Jesus on the Cross;there
you will see him nailed to the accarsed
tree, bleeding and dying foryou. When
I bad thus spoken, there came such a
a power along with the words, which was
like a shock of electricity, affecting the
whole body ofthe people. Indeed Imay
say 1 never saw such a movement inany
congregation,for both godly and ungodly
sighed and weptbitterly. 1heardsome
sayingafter the service was over,that bard
must that heart be that was not melted by
the word to-day. One of the elders said
to me what he felt that dayhe will not for-
get while in this world. Do you not think
that this was the power of God making
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his own word to be like a fire, and
a bammer to break the flinty heart in
Eieces ? I bope this sensation will not be

ike the morning cloud and the early dew
that passeth away.

Happy Death of a Negro Mother.—
JaneGordon,one of the members of Pros-
pect. congregation, died on the 14th of
August last. Tam happy to inform you
that she gave satisfactory evidence that
she was united to Christ by a true and
living faith ; in consequence of this, her
“latter end was peace.” She diedin
consequence of a swellingin her right
side. The disease spread rapidly, till
both her breasts were affected ; and after
suffering for the space of five weeks,
mortification took place, which termin~
ated in death. I visited her several
times during her affliction, but was un-
able to be present during her last ill-
ness, on account of fever and a bad
cold that we all had at that time. When
shesawthat 2athwasatnogreatdistance,
she sent for me to eome and see her.
‘When she heard that I was unable to
come and see her she appeared disa-
. pointed, and said, * I wished to see my
dear pastor, who was the means of lead-
ing me to the light, but I mustbe con-
tent.” As I bad notthe pleasure of
hearing her dying words, I requested
the elders of Prospect to give me an
accountof some of them. Theday before
her death Wm, T—— inquired howshe
was. She said, “ Iam fast going to my
long home.” He said to her again,
“What is your hope for eternity ?” She
said, ¢ My hope is not of the false kind;
all my hope is placed upon Jesus Christ,
the sure foundation iaid in Ziop.” He
. said,* What is theonly thing you would
wish to obtain ; is it to be free from pain?”
.She said, * I wisk to sleep in Jesus; I
am longing to depart and be with
Christ.” Hesaid, “Whatare you thinking
about your children whom you are going
toleave behind you?” Shesaid,* Ihave
committed them all into the hand of God,
who s able to take care of them. Ifany of
the Memberssee any of my motherless
children going out of the way, speak to
them. Iam nothingnowin this world;fain
would I now leave this vain and weary
world to sleep in death and rest in God;”
She requested some of the bystanders
to call her son_Thomas tocome and
speak to her. He came toher, and she

.sald* My dear son, your mother is not
to remain in this world with you any
more ; Imust now go tothe world of spi-
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rita. I knowyou are a boy of a very
stout heart. You must pray to the Lord
that he may break in upon your wicked
heart,and you must study to be faithful
to your heavenly Father and also to your
earthly father. Love toread your Bible,
andlive a holy life, for without holiness
no man shall see the Lord. She said to
her two eldest daughters, “ T am going to
leave you,and youmust take my place
in this house ; pray that the Lord may
bless you and direct you in the right
way.” She hada daughter before she was
married, who was very ill-bebaved, and
on that acconnt she put her away from
herhouse. When hermother was near
death, she came to see ber. Her mother
said to her, ¢ You are a bad girl ; but if
you repent of your sins, and turn to the
Lord with your whole heart,I will for-
giveyou.” She was compelled to bow
befora her, and craved her forgiveness
and promised amendment of life for the
time to come. When shesaw so many
of her friends and relations standing a-
round her dying couch, she said to them,
“ What good can you do for me now? you
cannot hold me back nor deliver me. But
I knowin whom Ihave belived,and whom
Tlean upon in this dreadful hour.” She
said, “I think I see angels waiting to car-
ry me away tothe world above” A lit-
tle before herdeath she called all her chil-
dren to her bedside, and entreated them
to be obedient and kind to their father,to
keep up the worship of God in the family,
tolove the Sabbath and keep it holy, to
love the Bibleand read it.to attend to the
Sabbath school, to hear the gospel, and
attend to the good advices of every relati-
on and friend. This advice was given
with so much affection as would have
melted the hardest heart. Even harden-
ed sinners were made tofeclas well as
the godly. She said all the truths of the
gospel that were hard "and dark to her
mind were now plain and clear to heras
the pure light. One asked her, © What
is the grund of your hope for pardon and
acceptance in the sight of God ? She said,
“The blood of Jesus washes away my
sins. Jususisall my hope for entering
heaven.” She expressed sucha sincere
and longing desire to depart and sleey
with Jesus as deeply affected all present.
But she said, “ I am willing to stay or go,
as my Master pleases; but when I do go,
Thope to give in my account with joy and
not with grief” She ssid before her
death, * Jesus is all my hope ; I am wait-
ing patiently the hour of departure”



286

Saon after this she fell asleep in Jesus.
« Blessed are the dead which diein the
Lord from henceforth ; yea saith the Spi-
rit, that they may rest from their labours,
and their works do follow them.” Dear
“brother, Thope you will join with mein
saying that there is nothing but the grace
of God that can qualify a poor black illi-
terate person to give utterance to such
sublime sentiments in the very prospect
of immediately appearing before the aw-
ful tribunal of God ! Such an instance
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of the power of divine grace hasa ten-
dency to cheer and support us under the
various trialsand discouragements which
we are meeting with in this cloudy and
darkday. O for more grace to enable
me to be rore faithful in the discharge
of those important duties which devolve
upon me | How encouraging the promise,
«As thy day, so shall thy strength be;
“My grace is sufficient, for thee, my
strength is made perfect in weakness.”

News of the Chureh.

PresBYTERY OF P1670U.—ThePres-
bytery of Pictou,met in PrinceSt.Church,
Pictou, on Tuesday 12th May, when Mr
George Ruddick, student of divinity, de-
livered a lecture on Pzalm 110th,a ser-
monon Rev. xxii. 17,and an exercise with
additions on Mat. xviii. 20. He was
also examined in Hebrew, Greek, Church
History and Theology, with entire satis-
faction of the Presbytery, when the
question was put, proceed to license or
not, when it carried unanimously pro-

‘ceed. The questions of'the formula hav-
ing been put and duly answered, the
Moderator after prayer, as the mouth of
the Presbytery and in the name of the
Great Head of the Church solemnly l-
censed kim to preach the Everlasting
Gospel, and then tendered him suitable
exhortations regarding the work upon
which he is entering.

PressYTERY oF TRURO.—This Pres-
bytery, achad been appointed, met at
the Folly, Upper Londonderry, on Tues-
day, the 12th inst.,, at 11 o’clock, fore-
qnoon. Mr. John Currie, wko had been
appointed to preach, being unable to at-
tend, owing to the state of his health,
the Rev. Daniel M’Curdy delivered an
appropriate and impressive sermon from

um. X. 29. There was laid on the
table a call from the corgregation of
Middle Stewiacke and Brookfield ad-
dressed to Mr Currie. This call was
laid aside, Mr Currie having expressed
his intention to accept one from Mait-
land. Mr John Putnam, from Middle
Stewiacke, coming forward, stated that
the congregation, anticipating the action
of the Presbytery, had appointed him
commissioner to appear at that meeting
and lay on the table a petition, praying

the Reverend Court to appoint one of
their number again to moderateina call
for one to become their pastor. This
wasreadily granted, and the Rev Pro-
fessor Smith appointed so to moderate
on Tuesday the 26th inst.,at 11 o’clock,
forenoon, This isa new congregation,
organized about eight months ago, Mid-
dle Stewiacke having been disjoined
from Mr Smith’s congregation andBrook-
field from Mr Baxter’s. In theirformer
connection the two sections paid only
£70 for the support of ordinances.
When formed into a new congregation
the Presbytery urged upon them, if
possible to raise £140 as salary for a
minister. They appeared by commiss-
lonersat a subsequent meeting of Pres-
bytery,and stated that ata meeting of the
congregation, it had been resolved that
£140 could not maintain a minister,
that they coald not offer less than £150,
and that, altho’ 2 small struggling con-
gregation, they had wade promise to
raise such a sum. They have, notwith-
starding,been already twice disappointed
inthe object of their choice; but it is
carnestly hoped they will not be so a
third time. The Presbytery also heard
with much sorrow and sympathy that the
congregation of Economy and Five Ts-
lands had likewise been disappointed a
seccond time. This congregation has,
daring the last five years, been passing
through one continued series of trials.
After being vacant about a year their
hopes were raised by having the Rev
James Thompson settled among them.
Ithowever pleased the Master tolay his
hand upon his young servant, who, after
straggling under ill health about eight-
een months, was obliged to demit the
charge. He was for sometime unable
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to perform all the labours devolving on
hiin,yet the congregation paid him in
full before leaving, with some additional
substantial tokens of respect. They had
not been long vacantwhen they were
visited by the agents of such as every-
where display a greater desire to steal
out of the folds of others, than to go
out into the wilderness after the lost
sheep and reclaim such as are in their
wild condition. Thesenot satisfied with
labouring publicly in the place, went
from house to house among the people,
who had been deprived o% their pastor,
striving to lead them away from the
simplicity of faith, but werein all cases
received kindly, heard patiently, and
allowed to depart in peace. In course
of time, applying for a moderation,
they intimated that, although they bad
formerly paid only £100 salary, that had
now arranged topay £150. We were
not a little surprised at this, having
beard congregations twice as large com-
plain of not being able to raise that
amount ; but on seeing their subscrip-
tion paper we found on it sums from
£3 to £5, when persons in like circum-
stances in these other congregations rec-
koned they were doing well when pay-
ing as many dollars, g[‘hey have never-
theless been twice disappointed. May
the Head of the Church keep them
from despairing and in his own good
time give a pastor according to his own
heart to this congregation, which has
thus in various ways shown an amount
of christain principle surpassing that of
of many that are less tried and more
favoured. Next meeting of Presbytery
is appointed to be held at Masstown on
Tuesday, June 2nd, at 11 o'clock, fore-

‘noon.— Com. i

PresBYTERY OF Harirax.—The
Piesbytery of Halifax met at Newport
on Tuesday the 16th ult., to consider and
decide on an application from the con-
gregation of that place for a disjunction
from the congregation of Windsor, with
the intention of callingand supporting a
Pastor for themselves.  TheRev J. Mc-
Lean preached a suitable discourse to the
large audience which was in attendance.
Oninquiry it -was found that nearly all
the preliminary arrangements has been
attended to. The congregation of Wind-
sor, inctuding St Croix were of opinion
that they could support a Minister, and
expressed their desire to retain the servi-
¢ces of their present Pastor. The Newport
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congregation had also made similar ar-
rangements. No objection was offered
by Pastor or Session, provided the sepa-
ration was regularly and harmeniously
effected, and proper regard shown to ex-
isting financial arrangements with the
Pastor. The separation was then grant-
ed, to take effect at the close of the con-
gregational year, which will be the month
of October, by which time it is expected
that pecuniary matters will be satisfacto-
rily arranged.

An interesting report of missionary
services by Mr A. Cameron, Preacher, in
Annapolis, Bridgetown, and Cape Sable
Island, was read and approved.

Mr R. Grant was appointed for one
Sabbath to Rawdon, and for six Sabbaths
to Cape Sable Island.

Rev. P. G. McGregor was appointed to
supply the Annapolis congregation, and
to preach at Bridgetown, 1n answer to an
application, which was laid before the
FPresbytery, respectably signed, to be ab-
sent three Sabbaths, and his pulpit to be
supplied for two Sabbaths, by Rev J. Mec-
lean and Rev. J. Cameron.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in
Truro on the Fourth Tuesday of June

— —

.

Notices,Acknowledgments,&¢

To AGENTS AND SuBscrIBERS.—We
would earnestly request that our Agents
and Subscribers would be prepared at the
meeting of Synod to pay into the hand of
the Agent or to the Syncd’s Treasurer the
awount of subseriptions due for the Zn-
structor and Register. They will have a
favorable opportunity of forwarding the
amount by their ministers orelders coming
to Synod. Ministers are requested to use
their exertions that the amount due in their
respective congregations be forthcoming,
By the account published last month, it will
be seen that there is a considerable amount
due for last year. It is to the discredit of
the parties that this should be so. We
hope therefore that they will not allow it
to continue.

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church
ofNova Scotia will meet (D.V.) in Truro
on Tuesday, 23td June, at 11 o’clock, A.
M. Sermon by Rev George Walker, re-
tiring Moderator. :

The Treasurer of the Mission Education
Fun i acknowledges the receipt of the fol-
lowing sums:—

Alex Frazer, Esq. N Glasgow £0 10 5§
MrsJames Redpath, Carriboo 3 1
Prince-st Sabbath School, Picton 2 10 0

The Commities of Bills and Overtures
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will meet at James' Place, New Glasgovw,
on Tuesday, 16th instant, at 11 A M. All
papers intended to be lmid before the en-
suing meeting of Synod must be forwarded
before this date, unless special reasons can
be assigned to the satisfaction of the com-
mitiee.
James Bayng, Convener.

Please report in Register as below :—
Towards the education of Miss

Lucy Geddie, per Rev John

McCurdy, from four Sabbath

Schools in his congregation £3 14 9
Per do for do from A. Rainey’s

children, Bathurst 29

317 6

The Rev Samuel Johuson gratefully
acknowledges the receipt, per the Rev
John McCurdy, of £3 0s 6d towards li-
quidating debton the new Church at Har-
vey.

Erratusm.—In notice of contributions
from Prince Street Sabbath School, con-
tained in last No., read, proceeds of mis-
sionary meeting, &c, for missionary schr
¢ John Kuox,” £18 158

Account of monies received by Treasurer
from 20th April to 20th Mey, 1857 :—
Foreign Mission.
May 1. Evangelical Society, Fish
Pools £
5. Bequest of the late Mrs
Archibald Fraser, Fish-
er's Grant 1
¢ Juvenile Miss’y Society,
James’ Church, N. Glas. 7
¢ Miss Mary Begg, M. Riv. 2
18. Mrs R. McNaughton
% Joseph McNaughton
« Ysaac McNaughton
“ Samuel McNaughton
# James McCallum Esq,
Covehead, P. E.Island 17 12
20. Collect'n taken in Prince
Street Church, Pictou 17 9
Seminary.
18. William Matbescn, Esq 10 0
Home M:i

3

(]

WOV IODO @

ission.

0
0
0
6
6
3}
6
6
3
(]
& Primitive Chureh, N.G.18 2 9

Robert Smith, Truro, acknowledges the

receipt of the following :—
Foreign Mission.

Rev Mr Wylie’s congregation,

Lower Londonderry £12 17 10
‘Miss Sophia Davison, 2 yards

cloth, value 3 0
‘Widow James Hill, Economy,

4 yards cloth 8 0
Mrs John J. Davison and Miss

Rebecca M. Davison, 4 yds

cleth 6 0
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A Friend, Great Village, 8 yds
cloth 4 6
Upper Settlement, Bass River,
20 yards cloth 110 0
Mrs James Fulton, Bass River,
8 yards print 4 0

The above from Mr Wylie’s congregation.
Mre Jas. McCabe, senr, Green-

field, a dress 3 9
Mrs John Dickson, Mountain,

a gingham dress 70
Mrs Thomas Johnson, Lower

Village, 42 yards flannel 6 0

Home Mission.
Rev Mr Wylie’s congregation,
Lower Londonderry i1 6
Seminary.
Rev Mr Wylie’s congregation,
Lower Londonderry

5}

1018 8

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for Christian Instructor and
Missionary Register for the current year:—

5

Hon. S. Creelman £0 0
Miss Ryan 1 6
Students’ Missionary Society 1 6
James Fraser 5 0
Hor. Joseph Howe 10 0
D. Fraser 5 0
John Adamson 10 0
Robert Stewart 315 0
S. A. Creelman 15 0
Mrs Smith 1 6
Mirs E. McNab, 1856 5 0
J. Crane 2 6
Rev John Campbell 10 0 O

Boards, Standing Commit=
tees, &c.

Bourd of Home Missions.—Rev Professor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson and
Walker, together with the Presbytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-
cretary

Terms of the Imstructor and
Register.

INsTRUCTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 53 each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one iree. For Register,
single copies, 1s 6d each, six copies {o one
ddress at 1s 3d each. One additional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s 64
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed to the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 10th of the month preceding publica-
tion. Small notices may be sent to kim or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Remittances may
also be sent to the Synod Treasurer.



