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Home Missions.
IALIFAX CITY MISSION.

It is a melancholy fact. only too casily
proved, that there are mwity in this city
who are utterly ignovant of the truths of
the Gespel and utterly regardless of the
faw of God—living here as it ¢ ere were
no hercafter—poor and outcart—in con-
nection with no Chureh and apparently
beyond the reach of any Church. 1t wag
with a view to the amelioration of the
spiritnal condition of these that the 1a-
rax Crey Mission wasformedin the
spring of 1852, It was founded on aca-
tholic, evangelieal basist and ministers
and laymen belonging to the variou
Churches of this city united, with th

utmost cordiality to forward its interests,

The At Missonary, My Goxpap

was engaged in May 1852, and cofginu-
ed to labour in connexion witBFe 3Mise
sion for the space oftwo years. ~ fir Gor-
don, was alike remarkable for deveted-
ness and discretion : and there are facts
to show that, abundant as were his la-
boss, they were crowned with proporti-
onate success. [t was with much refue-
taace that the Committee of this Misson
parted with him when he feit it his daty
to enter on another sphere of usefulness.
His success in the work of the Mission
greatly cncouraged the Committee th
persevere, and made them feel that God
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had smiled approvingly upon thew {}h-
dertaking. ‘They therefore as soon as
possible seeured the services of Mr dobn
Steel, as Mr Gordon's successor. Mr
Steel showed himself a competent and
uscful labourer, and was in the Commic-
tee’s employ for one year.  Mr Morton,
the present City Missionary, entered on
his duties on the 15th May lasi, and has
ever sinee laboured scalously and inde-
fatigably.

The followiz#: extracts from the Reporis
of the Missiematies will, it is hoped, te
Fe5 with Igferest by the christan pub-
He™ They mdicate the object of the Mis-
“ien., witlie siving some nstances ot the
sureess attending its operations ang the
obstacles retarding them,
I\Cf§ Gordon sayz, [ tound not a few

Profistant as wetl a> RNoman Catholie
es_very rnorant of the mest umjpor-
ctrines’of Christianity. especially
doetrine of justification by fayth.—-
The -Bible is seldom if ever read in such
families, and some of them have not one
n their possession ! Most of those youny
people who in various parls of the city
make the hallowed silence of the Sabbath
evening give place to their oaths and
horrid blasphemies, are the children of
parents who give them no religious in-
struction. I bave done all in my power
to awaken such to a sense of their duty,
and to make them feel the sanctity of
the Lord’s-day.” 1 would call the spe-
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cial attention of the Committee to what
has come under my aotice of the ¢xceed-
irgly demoralizing influence of houses of
il-fame on the youths of thiscity. Iam
sure that many parents are entirely ig-
norant of the sad facts of the case. 1
. performed the disagreeable task of visit-
ing every house in Barrack Streetin the
evening ; and the result of my visits
is to confirm the startling facts brought
to light by the midnight visit of Mr Scott,
the Alderman, to one ot thesc dens of
“iniquity. 1 have found young lads as-
sembling at these houses at dusk to take
the first steps of a course which, no doubt.
in most cases, ends in the desiruction of
the soul. An excellent school teacher in
the neighbourhood tells me that the
youngest children in his sehool are inju-
riouly affected by these houses.”” I
have distributed in various parts of the
city seven thousand Tracts, and seventy
copies of the Bible.” ¢ In six months 1
visited one thousand families; and in
many of these 1 read the Word of God
aM¥ spoke of things pertaining to cternal
life.” 1 held a prayer-mesting at Ger-
vish Street; and taught a Sabbath
School, in connection with Mr Kenneth
McKenzie, at Freshwater.” ¢ Imet with
most opposition, even to personal vio-
lence, at the Green Market. In my mis-
sionary visits I was often threatened with
injury, sometimes cursed and turned out
lite a dog. I never was injured but
once in Albermarle Streert.”
After telling of the caution he exer-
cised in judging of conversious, Mr Gor-
don says, “ The first-fruits of my labours
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Jesus, professed to receive benefit from
my labours. I directed her, and lent
her good books: and I bave reason now
to hope that she is in the right way.”—
Mr Gordon mentions five other cases of
conversion ; but space will not permit
more extracts at present.

Mr Steel says that the irreligiousness
of this community surpasses in propor-
tion anything of the kind he had wit-
nessed in English cities, During the
months of September and October, 1855,
he visited 167 families. Among these
he found two hundred and two individu-
als who were “ignorant, idle, and vici-
ous.”” He distributed among thern 9 Bi-
bles and Testaments, and 347 Tracts.—
In his last Report Mr Steel says, ** Many
of the lower classes are steeped in ivreli-
gion and abandoned habits. Thousands
are living in indifference as to past, pre-
sent, aud future. 7Tract distribution s a
stubborn necessity in llalifax.” ¢ One
other class I will refer to, and that is the
poor, outcast, abandoned female. These

vor immortal souls are daily growing
ess mindful of the past and reckless of
the future.” ¢ Private drinking shops
are an intolerable nuisance in this city.
They are the handmaid to all other wick-
edness. To my knowledge, many an
inexperienced youth, whom shame and
fear deter from the publie-house, findsin
the private shops an opportunity to es-
tablish the odious and soul-destroying
vice of drunkenness. Young girls too
frequent these places.”

" Mr Morton in his Report dated 4th
June says; ¢ I have visited 125 families

were, neglected children attending Sab-* fiving in Barrack Street, Albermarle St.

bath Schools, and careless parents going
to places of public worship.” I have to
biess God for making me instrumental in
the conversion of a coloured woman who
lately died in the Poor Asylum. She
brought forth fruits becoming her chris-
tian profession long before her death, and
while suffering affliction. The mosf care-
less could mark the change in her. Her
prayers to God on my behalf shortly oe-
fore she died seem to be still ringing in
my ears. I'may nektmention an aged
man, , who acknowledged that he
was bronght to a right knowledge of
God’s method of saving sinners by your
migsionary. Another old man, ,
received me very coldly at first, but by
subsequent visits he was awakened to
deep concern for his soul” A young
woman who was drawn away by the er-
. zors of Dealtry, from the truth asitisin

&c. Lhave conversed with most of these
ou spiritual and eternal things. I read
the Scripture and offered up prayer with
70 families—disiributed 100 tracts. I
have read the Word of God and engaged
in prayer on board several vessels. My
labors there have been well received. 1
have beegsencouraged by deep attention
and have frequenﬁy seen the falling
tear.”

In his Report for the month of July,
Mr Morton says : “I have visited 156
families—and in wost of these I have
read the Word of God, offcred up pray-
er, and conversed frecly on personal re-
ligion. I have distributed 270 tracts.”
In August he says : ¢ I repeat my visits
frequently to chose to whom I think they
may be of service. The sick and the
infirm have had my special attention.
I have been much encouraged by what
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I have seen of the grace of God in sever-
al instances. One was that of a poor
man residing in I'saw him for
the first time early in June. Ile was
then weakly, but able to walk. He ap-
peared ignorant of himself and of the

lan of Salvation ; but by the blessing of

od on the reading of His Word, conver-
sation and prayer, the darkened mind
became enlightened ; he felt the sinful-
ness of his heart;and was enabled to em-
brace Jesus Christ as his only Saviour.
He died on the 16th July. The last
time I saw him T asked if he could praise
his Redeemer ?  Fle answered ¢ I can
do nothing else.” During this month 1
have visited 188 families—distributed
184 tracts.” Inthemonth of September
the City Missionary visited 166 families
and distributed 230 tracts.

There is now in connexion with the
Mission a Raceep Scuoor, which is
free to the children of the poor,and where
they are supplied gratis with such books,
writing materials, &ec. as are rnecessary
for the prosecution of their education.
The average number of pupils in atten-
dance is forty ; and it is gratifying to be
able tostate that not only many children
but parents also have been benefited by
the mstructions of the School. Simple
and beautiful hymns learnt in theRagged
School are now frequently heard beside
lowly hearths and at street corners, from
mouths which once were more accus-
tomed to what was worthless, obscene,
and profane.

In July last a SEAMAN’Ss BETHEL was
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opened in connexicn with the City Mis-
sion—the Trustees of the Argyle Street
Chapel having kindly permtted that
building to be used for the object. The
Missionary holds service in the Bethel
every Sabbath afternoon at three o’clock.
The attendance is increasing. Refer-
ring to the Bethel service m his last
Report the Missionary says : “We have
had very solemn seasons ; the word of
Life has been listened to with marked
aitention.”

A Rible-classisheld by the Missionary
every Wednesday evening ; and he re-
ports that it is growing in interest aand
usefulness.

Heretofore the Missionary has been
accustomed to pay frequent visits to the
house of Refuge ; but the service of a
regular chaplain having been recently se-
cured for that institution, the city Mis-
sionary devotes a larger proportion of
time to the inmates of the poor Asylum,
the work House, and the Penitentiary.

The Committee, in conclusion, beg to
state that they will shortly have to ap-
geal to the public for funds to sustain the

lission for the coming year. They feel
confident that when the field which the
Mission is intended to occupy—the re-
sults attending its operations hitherto,
and the prospects of usefulnéss opening
before it, are taken into consideration,
the needed support will be given as cor-
dially and liberally as on previous occa-
sions. .

By Order of Comnittee,
RoBerT MURRAY, Secretary.

Foreign Missions.

NEW HEBRIDES.

LETTER FROM MR GEDDIE.

The following letter is a few weeks
Ister in date than those formerly pub-
lished, and, though it does not contain
much additional intelligence, we deem
it proper to lay before our readers :—

Aneiteum, New Hebrides,
Nov. 6th, 1855,
My DEAR BROTHER,—

Your welcome letter of date Nov.
29th, 1854, came to hand last week.—
The information which it contains about
the prosperity of our Church at home,
and the increasing interest felt in the

evangelization of the heatken, is very
cheering to us. We rejoice to learn
that a reinforcement of one or more mis-
sionaries may be expected here at no dis-
tant period. I trust that they are now
on their way to these islands. Hew it
will gladder our hearts to welcome them
on these distant shores.

I sent off a large packaye of Jetters
about three weeks ago. They were en-
trusted to the captain of a Sandal-wood
barque, bound to Sydney, who obliging-
ly consented to take charge of them. 1
hope the vessel may reach her destina-
tion in safety. She left this island in g
very leaky condition, and seversl of her
crew were laid down with fever and
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ague. But Providence is kind and the
weather is fine at this season of the year,
s0 I hope ske may have a safe and spee-
dy voyage, and that my letters may in
due time reach you.

PROGRESS OF WORK.

For details about the progress of the
Mission on this island 1 refer you to the
letters now on their way. It is enough
to say here, that we meet with little to
discourage, and much to encourage, us
in our work. The Word of God spreads,
and I hope that its enlightening and
saving influence is felt by many souls.—
Teachers are now stationed in almost
every section of the island, and heathen-
ism sinks to rise no more.

OTHER ISLANDS.

Now that the gospel has been receiv-
ed by the Aneiteumese we have begun
to look to the “regions beyond.” At

resent we are making efforts to open

'ana for christian missionaries. You
have already been informed that we sta-
tioned two teachers on the south side of
that island last year. We are now on
the eve of sending two more to occupy
Port Resolution on the east side. Their
names are Nimtiwan and Abraham, both
Chburch members and men of high stand-
ing on this island. The former speaks
the Tana.dialect fluently, and both, as
far as we can judge, are suitable persons
for the mission in which they are about
to engage. Their wives will accompany
them, and also a young man to assist
them in erecting theirhouse. They go
to their destination in the brig ¢ Hiron-
delle,” which hasg cailed at this islaud on
her way to China. The captain (Rees)
has kindly offered to take our teachers
and land them free of charge. We fecl
grateful to him for this generous act.

1 have every reason to believe that
our teachers will meet with a cordial re-
ception at Port Resolution. We recent-
Iy had a visit from Nanwar, one of the
chiefs of that place. e came tosce for
himself what christianity has done for
Aneitenm, and also to solicit teachers
for his own dark island. e was glad
when we told him that we bad teachers
in veadiness to go, and that we were
now waiting an opportunity to send
them. He hurried home two weeksago
to make preparations for their reception.
The Tana chief says that many on his
island desire to know the Word of God ;
but they are afraid of the disease makers,
who on all the islands have shown an in-
veterate opposition to the gospel.
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Our teachers take a hovse with them.
which they are instructed to build with-
out delay. It will I trust be a home for
missionaries going to Tana, until they
can erect houses for theinselves.  In the
confident expectation that missionaries
will be out in the “ John Williams” for
these islands, I shall have one or two
houses in readiness for them, which can
be erected and made habitable in the
space of a few weeks after thev land at
their destization. This is an important
matter when viewed in relation to health.
It would be a criminal neglect on our
part to overlook ary means that might
conduce to preserve the health of our
unacclimated brethren. When minie-
ters are so scarce at home, and the re-
luctance to come to these islands so
great, the health of missionaries becomes
proportionably vaiuable. Youmay rest
assured that we will do every thisg in
our power to promote the comfort and
usefulness of those whom you send.

TANESE LANGUAGE.

I enclose along with this a small book
in the Tana language printed on this is-
land. 1t is compiled from two books pre-
gared by Rev Messrs. Turner and Nis-

et, who formerly resided on that island.
I have also in my possession a brief
grammar of the language prepared by
the same brethren, which 1 transcribed
when in Samoa. Moreover, I have
written to them for a vocabulary of the
language as prepared by them, which 1
doubt not will be sent. ~ These aids will
b= invaluable to the new brethren, who
will know as much of the language in a
few weeks with them as they could ae-
quire in many months without them.

C. A. GEDDIE.

I have mentioned in former letters
that I have instructed my daughter
Charlotte Ann to come to Aneiteum, in-
stead of going to Nova Scotia, as was
originally intended. The reasons for
this change are unfavourable accounts
received about her health, and her ex-
pressed wish to come here.  The former
reason, I feel thankful to say, does not
now exist, but the latter remains in full
force. I hope that the step which I have
taken, in so far asthe Board of Missions
is concerned, will meet with your appro-
bation. If our dear child should be
spared to come here, she will find before
her ample scope for usefulness. It will
be gratifying to the friends who have so
generously contributed to educate her,
to learn that her education is likelyito
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be turned to some account in the best of
causes.
MISSION GOODS.

Tam sorry to inform you that the sup-
g})xes sent by the ¢ Sydney” to Mel-

urne have not reached us. I received
a package from Sydney via Isle of Pines
& few days ago, and, as Dr Ross makes
no mention of them, I conclude that the
have not come to him., It is quite possi-
ble that they are still safe, though their
detention is inexplicable. There is re-
gular steam communication between
Melbourne and Sydney four times a
week, so that goods can be transmitted
at any time. A box which you sent in
the ¢ Aurora” to Melbourne reached us
two years after it was shipped, and that
in a very damaged conditicn. In time
to come boxes sent to the Mission shoula
be accompanied by a letter of advice to
the Rev Dr Ross. I will write to Dr
Ross on the subject, and also to the Rev
R. Hamilton of Melbourne, to whom I
have recently written about other mat-
ters, and I hope the result will be either
the supplies or definite tidings about
them. In the present instance the dis-
appointment will be considerable. The
time when our native teachers receive
their annual supplies is near at hand,
and I have nothing to give them. Their
supply last year was limited, and for this
reason they need clothing very much.—
In as far as they are concerned there
will not be any trouble, for they will be
satisfied when I tell them my disappoint-
ment. I am glad to say that, through
the kindness of Mr Inglis, I have been
able to forward to our teachers on Tana
and Fatuna a liberal supply of elothing,
aund also to give those an outfit whom we
are about to send away. The plan we
have hitherto acted on, in relation to
our teachers abroad, is, for each mission-
ary tomake provision for those who have
gone from his district.

I cannot close my remarks on this
subject without expressing my admira-
tion of the liberality of the friends of the
Mission, and my thankfulness for their
generous tribute to the cause of God.—
‘What has been done shows that our peo-
ple have the spirit and ability to do much
1@ any good cause. I trustthat their in-
terest in the Mission may not be without
its influence on your unworthy agents
abroad, and that we may feel it our duty
to labour with more energy in a cause,
‘which, thank God, has taken hold of so
many hearts at home.
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SUPPORT OF NATIVE TEACHERS.

In your letter you request information
about the support of native teachers.—
We have at present four Samoan teach-
ers on this island, two of whom are sta-
tioned in Mr Inglis’ district and two in
my own. They have always received
their annual supplies from the missiona-
ries of the London Society. This ar-
rangement was made at our request to
prevent all discontent. They are na-
tives, and we feared that, if they did not
receive things of preciscly the same
amount and quality a« their countrymen
on the neighbouring islands, dissatisfac-
tion would be the result. The value of
clothing given annually to each Samoan
family is from £3 to £4 sterling. Inad-
dition to this we always give them pre-
sents from the supplies you send. Imay
mention that one of the Samoan teach-
ers, perbaps more, will return to their
own 1slands when the “John Williams”
comes. Their places will not be supplied
by others. Any thing, therefore, that
the Board of Missicn gives for the sup-
port of Samoan teachers should go as a
donation to the London Missionary So-
ciety for this object.

As regards our teachers, who are na-
tives of this island, the people amon
whom they reside provide them wit
food, and we supply them with clcthing.
I have never drawn on your funds for
any thing for their support, as the sup-
plies hitherto sent have enabled me to
fulfil to some extfent my engagements
to them. As civilization advances their
wants will increase, but I bave no doubt
but the contributions of friends at home
will enable us to provide for them, for
years to come, without drawing on the
funds of the Mission. Our teachers
have no stipuiated salary, but we give
them yearly the amount of clothing tﬁley
need, and if they have additional wants
they make them known, and these we
meet as far as possible. I mentioned in
my last letter that a limited supply of
hatchets, knives, chest locks, hinges, and
tools of any kind, would be an nvalua-
ble gift to our teachers. At this date I
have nineteen teachers settled, natives
of' this island, and hope to station ano-
ther in a few days. Mr Inglis has about
the same number in his district.

MISSION TO ERROMANGA.

The Erromanga mission has suffered
severely from sickness duaring the past
year. Four Samoan families were land-
ed on that island last November, ef
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whom six persons are now in their
graves, five have gone to other islands,
and one only remains. Two teachers

and their wives found their way to this.

island in a very deplorable condition,
but I am thankful to say that their health
has been regained, and we sent them to
Mare a few weeks ago.
MR GEDDIE’'S HEALTH.
T am sorry to learn from your letter
that my occasional attacks of fever and
e bave caused you colicitude on my
behalf. I thought it proper however to
mention them, that missionaries coming
might not be deceived about the climate.
Had I known the climate better, and
used more precaution, I might have suf-
fered less, and 1 doubt not but our ex-
yerience will be beneficial to others.—
ut you are mistaken if you suppose I
am broken down with fever and fever
and ague, or that my constitution has
been sericusly affected by them. I feel
about as vigorous to-day as when I land-
ed on this island. But I now begin to
see the important bearing that health
has on the cause of missions on these is-
lands, and I shall henceforth regard itas
a sacred duty to avoid unnecessary ex-
posure, and use all proper means for its
preservation.
CONCLUSION.
T must now bring my letters toa close.
I feel thankful that additional labourers
are likely to come to these islands from
you. The increase of your agents will
be followed by a great increase of inter-
est in the cause, and cannot fail to en-
twine other hearts around this mission.
1 suppose you have parted with them be-
fore this time, and I hope that in due
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season you may be cheered with tidings
of their safe arrival and entrance on
their work.
I remain, my dear brother,
Very sincerely yours, &c.,
Jouv Gureig.
Rev James Bayne, Sec. B. F. M.
From the Record of the Free Church of
Nova Hcotia.
FOREIGN 1ISSIONS.

At New Glasgow, this 14th day of
Angust, 1856, the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee met and was luly constituted.
Sederunt with the Convencr, the Revds.
D. B. Blair, John Stewa.t, Junr.,, and M.
Sutherland.

The Convener submatted a statement
of the funds which was approved. The
Comnmittee regret that no funds have
heen sent them since the meeting of Sy-
nod and agree to request to write all the
Missionary \ssociations in refercnce to
this subject,

The Committce agreed to correspond
without delay with the Convener of the
Free Church of Scotland’s Mission to
Turkey, and with the Convener of For-
eign Missions of that Church. Also with
the Boards of Missions of the Presbyteri-
an Church of the United States, and of
the Presbyterian Charch of Nova Scotia,
with the view of obtaining information
regarding Missions in general; and that
said information be conveyed to the
Church through the Missionary Record,
with the view of awakening a deeperin-
terest in the cause of Missions,

Closed with prayer.

Jonx StewaRrT, Convener,
M. SuTHERLAND, Clerk.

Qther BMissicns.

THE BUXTON MISSION IN CON-
NEXION WITH FREE CHURCH
NEAR CHATHAM, C. W*

The settlement at Buxton in temporal
matters, has been self-supporting since
its beginning ; in the early part of last
year, they determined to do something
in spiritval matters. It wasresolved that
the Church should contribute to all the
schemes of the Synod, besides taking up

* This is & mission to the negroes, most
of whom are fugutiveslaves from the Uni-
ted States.

a collection every Sabbath; also, thatjthe
scholars attendingthe missionary schoolg,
should pay a small sum towards the sup-
port of the teachers. The rate was gra-
duated according to the branches taught.
It was also mentioned that those, who
could not pay, would be taught free.
The result has been most gratifying,
notwithstanding the pressure felt by the
settlers during the past year. Of those
families who have sent to both schools,
more than one-half have paid something,
one-fifth have paid the whole, rate
charged, and only twenty-two have paid



1856.

nothing. ‘The Synodical and Sabbath-
day collections, have been segularly ta-
ken up in the Church. The whole
amount raised, from both church and
rchools is about seventy ponnds.  There
are two schools at the Mission, a male
and female. The female school was es-
tablished last year, for the purpose of
teaching the gitls plain sewing, aud those
who might be willing 10 pay for it, the
higher branches of a female cducation.
In this departmient, we hope soon, to
have some well trained temale teachers.
In the male school besides the common
branches of an English education, Latin,
Greek and Mathematics are taught. In
both, the Shorter Catechism is used,and
the Bible is taught asa religious exercise.
One of the difficulties, we have had to
contend with, in this branch of the mis-
gonar; operations, is the frequentchange
of teachers. Itisonly five years since
the schools have been opened, yet the
teachers have been changed ten times,
and although all the teachers, with one
or two exceptions have been xood, yet
the frequent changes has had a paraly-
zing effect on the efliciency of the
schools. Pupils have not made the same
progress, that they otherwise would have
done. The teachers who have hitherto
been employed, have mostly been stu-
dents, who were under the necessity of
leaving every six months, for the pur-
pose of attending classes in the College.
The number enrolled, in both schools,
during the past year, has been one hun-
dred and thirty, and the average atten-
dance fifty-eight. There are two classes,
——one in Latin and the other in Greek;
those reading Greek will be ready to en-
ter College next November. The Sab-
bath school has been well attended dur-
ing the present year, there are at pre-
sent one hundred and twelveon the roll,
and the average attendance is fifty-two.
We still feel the want of permanent
teachers in this department, although we
are beginning to supply the deficiency
in some measures by the aid of scholars
who have received instraction in the
Sabbath School. The Juvenile Mission-
ary Society, organized twelve months
ago, by the scho?ars, has been regularly
kept up. At the Anniversary in Fe-
bruary last, on opening the missionary
box, it was found to contain eighteen
dollars, which was voted by the scholars
to the Calabar Mission, on the Coast of
Africa. The attendance at Church is
about the same as last year, varying from
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one hundred and fifty to two hundred
according to the state of the roads and
weather.  The number of members on
the communion roll is fifty. One of
tlee: was a young woman, who had been
educated at the Mission School, and for
many years was a pupil at the Sabbath
schocl.  She was the first that has been
received into the Church, from the
Mission School.  Her knowledge of the
scriptures was clear, and she gave satis-
factory evidence of her having experi-
enced a saving grace. This is only the
first-fruits, but we trust it will be follow-
ed by an abundant harvest. The Mis-
sion 1s only in its infant state, still it is
an object of peculiar interest, and well.
calculated to call forth the good wishes:
of our own Church, and of all who feel
an interest in the social and moral im-
})mvement of along neglected and deep-
y injured race. Ttis only the day of
small things, but we have good reason to-
thank God and take courage, for the
measure of success, which has already
attended our efforts.  The school con-~
nected with the mission is progressing ;
and we trust the voice of its pupils, will
one day be heard to advantage, from one
end of the Province to the other. Nay,
the time we hope may not be far dis-
tant, when they will vie with other, and
more highly favoured lands, in carrying
the lamp of eternal truth, and planting
the cross on the remotest shores of Afrr-
ca. Although I do not pretend to lift
the veil, which bides futurity from the
eye of mortals, yet I do most solemnly
believe that,whenEthiopia stretchesforth
her hands to God,her ow i sons will be the
honoured instruments, in the hands of
God, in carryingreligion and civilization.
to their benighted countrymen. En-
couraged by the past we would look for
greater triumphs in future, but above
all would look for the Divine blessing
without which a solemn mockery awaitz
all our efforts.— Condensed from Sixth
Annual Report.
A WESLEYAN MISSIONARY
MURDERED.

“ Never since the death of the Rev
William Threlfall, who was hilled by
Hottentot robbers in the year 1823,” says
the London Watchman of the 10th alt.
have the Committec and the friends of
Missions bad te deplore a calamity of the
character of ti. it whick they have now
the sorrow to place on record. The Rev
J. Stewart Thomas was killed by the as-
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3agais of an assailing party of Amaponda
Caflirs at Becham Wood, on Saturday,
14th June last. Mr Thomashad arrived
-only one week previously at Becham
‘Wood, to commence the organisation ‘of
-2 mission at that station, (as being more
advantageously sitvated than Clarke-
“bury, from vhich he removed,) for the
-benefit of the surrounding K. flir popu-
lation. Some of the people resident on
‘the Morlay station had joined Mr Tho-
mas at Beecham Wood ; but it so hap-
‘pened that the Morley people some time
reviously bad been called out by the
ritisit resident to jofu in an attack on
a division of the army of Damas, a son of
Faku, returning from a tribal war with
Amampandomsi, in which atack two or
‘three men were killed by the Morley
eople, and about one hundred and sixty
ead of cattle captured. This most un-
warantable departure from the gereral
rule, that natives residing on Mission
stations are not to take part in tribal dis-
putes appears to have led to the fatal
consequences we now deplore. Damas,
it is said, remonstrated against Mr Tho-
mas receiving the Morley people who
*had been engaged in thisaffairtoBBeecham
Wood; ‘and his followers were heara to
say that iney would not vest until they
had taken the life of the native teacher
who had led on the attack. The Gov-
ernment awarded compensation to the
Chief Faku for the act of their agent:
and advised the Umdumbi, whom the
Morley people had assisted, to pay a fine
for, their share of the outrage, which they
refaded to do. The Government oflicer
finding bis advice rejected, said he would
+leave it with Faku to settle with them.
He had only left the neighbourhood three
- days when Faku’s peopTe made an attack
on that part of Beecham Wood which
was occupied by the Morley people
and captured a number of cattle. In
this attack one native was killed and five
wounded ; and a little girl unfortunately
burnt to death. My White remonstrat-
ed with Damas on bearing the report of
this affair ; but Damasrefused to return
the captured cattle, giving as his reason
the injury he had received from Um-
dumbi, with whom the Morley people
had identified themselves ; stating at
the same time that be had no quarrel
with the other settlers at Beechamn Wood
and would not hurt them. One of his
petty chiefs, however, not having the
same knowledge or being influenced by
the same views, conducted his men to
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make an attack on the mission station.
Damas hearing of it, senta messenger
desiring them to return but unfortunate-
ly the messenger arrived too late; the

fight had begun by an attack on the mis-
sion cattle-kraal. Mr Thomas hearing
the alarm, went to the cattle-fold, taking
with him the artisan, hoping the assail-

ing party would respect the character of
a missivnary, He discovered his mis-
take ; but it was too late ; he wasstruck
in the back by an assagai, and receiving
several other wounds was carried home,

anl died within two hours!” A corres-
pondent of the Graham’s Town Journal
writes: ““J gave you some particulars
in my last of the death of the Rev J.
Thomas. It appears that he bad recei-
ved information that an attack upon his

station was contempleted, and it is now
thought that the savages came with the
full intention of killing him. When the
first intimation of the attack reached him
he hastened to the spot, and on being
recognised, the attacking party cried out
¢ Kill him,” ¢ Destroy him,’ or {words to
that effect. He then called out that he
was their missionary, and ran towards
home, when he was stabbed. The first
blow brought %im to the ground, and
while prostrate, he received four more
wounds. No attempt was made to kill
any other person about him, nor can I
hear that any more lives were lost. A
tambookie chief on one of Mr Thomas’
stations, when he heard of the event,
went down with some of his people, and
took the Lereaved widow to his station
in order to afford her protection. The
only excuse that can be made for this sad
event ig, that the missionary had two men
upon the station who had offended Faku
in the late disturbance; but since that
aftair had alveady been settled to the ex-
pressed satisfaction of Amaponda chief,
who had received ample remuneration,
this excuse no longer existed.”

CHRISTIANITY IN THE
NESE REVOLUTION.

In our Sept.No. we inserted a shord
article from the Philadelphia Presbyte-
rian giving an unfavourable account of
the Insurgents. The following gives a
more favourable view of them.

In the North Chinese Ilerald, pub-
lished at Shanghai, June 7, 1856, we
find 2 very extended and claborate letter
addressed by one of the Missionaries, Mr
W. A. P. Martin, to the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States, setting forth
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the condition and principles of the great
Chinese rebellion. e regards the
movement as eminently Christian in its
inception and progress, and on its success
he founds strong Eopes of the spread of
true religion in China. Mr Martin says
that “latterly it has been hinted that the
Tnsurgents are laying -side their profes-
sion of Christianity.  This is however
a groundless conjecture, thrown out to
disparage the revolution. Such an
event is next to impossible in the Lature
of things. Christianity is so interwoven
with the entire constitution of the party
that they cannot exclude it without ha-
zarding its dissolution  The chief claims
the throre by virtue of a commission from
the Heavenly Father, and publishes to
his people that he has achieved his most
splendid victories by the help of Jesus.
And it is by the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost that the Eastern King pretends
to guide his counsels. They cannot
€herefore drop these pretensions without
forfeiting the semi-idolatrous reverence,
with which they are regarded ty their
followers—they cannot abjure Christian-
ity withont invalidating every decree is-
sued since the commencement of t"e re-
volution, and abrogating their whole
political system. Indeed so zealous have
the Insurgent leaders been in diffusing
a knowledge of the rudiments of Chris-
tiapity among their own followers, and
s0 successful in imparting their own zeal,
that there is not now on the face of the
«earth any other military body, which is
so tully pervaded with religious enthu-
Siasm.

<« Here on the borders of the contest-
-ed region, we bave frequent opportuni-
‘ties of meeting with those who have been
among the rebels. One of my Mission-
ary colleagues copied a hymn which con-
tains a beautiful summary of Christian
doctrine, from the recitation of a Ning-
po man, who had been for a time de-
tained among them ; and I have myself
obtained the same from two others. one
a native of Nankingand the other a re-
fugee from Chin-kiang. Theaceount of
the practices of the insurgents given by
the latter, isso interesting that [ shall re-
Bate a few particulars. Immediately on
entering the city, religious tracts were
put into his hands, after reading and ap-
proving of which he received the rite of
‘haptism, by kneeling (in company with
-cthers) repeating the above mentioned
fymn, with a doxology to the Trinity,
resouncing hissins, swearing fidelity to
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the cause, and then washing his bosomn
with a towel, which they call ¢ cleansing
heart.” The Sabbath, though not strictly
observed, owing to the interruptions in-
cidental to a state of war, was still dis-
tinguished from other days. On the
evening previous, a banner was hoisted
bearing the inscription * The morrow i
the day for worship, beware of disre-
garding it.” At daybreak on Sabbath
morning the troops were called together
for prayer,and ata later hour they as-
sembled in places called “Worshipping
halls,’ to hear a discourse from some of-
ficer,on the righteousness of their course,
the certainty of success, the wickedness
of idolatry, and the oppression of the
Tartars ; or in lieu of such service which
was always accompanied by prayer, to
be examined as to their acquaintance
with the religious manuals of the party.
Those most estcemed were, the ten com-
mandments with notes,the ode for Youth,
commencing with a brief but correct
statement of Christian doctrine, and con-
cluding with the duties of social relations;
the Trimetrical classic, which after giv-
ing an epitome of the book of Genesis,
and a detailed account of the deliverance
from Egypt, spealss of the comicg of
Jesus Christ to save the world, and then
proceeds to describe the Mission of the
¢Celestial king’ to deliver China from
the Tartars. ~Of these the narrator re-
peated from memory considerable por-
tions : together witha hymn and prayers,
which each soldier was expected to re-
cite daily as a devotional exercise.
Those whose hair had grown longin the
service were generally the most devout
and were often scen on their kneesre-
peating their morning prayer, while put-
ting on their clothes ; bui their later ad-
herents, who had Jearned those forms by
constraint, would slip away to their
breakfast without prayer, unless they
were observed by some officer. They
were evenrequired to say a separate
grace before meat. In times of peculi-
ar danger they were accustomed to fall
down, at any time and in any place, and
implore the Divine assistance.”

The success of the insurrection, Mr
Martin contends may be nseful to the
cause of Christianity, but its suppression
cannot be otherwise than pernicious.

The bishop of Victoria has also pub-
liely stated that « it foreign intervention
shall restore the sinking fortunes of the
Imperialists, then it may be confidently
predicted that tbe civilization of this
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vast empire will be hopelessly postpon-
ed ; and the conversion to Christianity
of this people, will (to human view) be
indefinately delayed . . The
p=ans of Manchu triumph will be the
melancholy dirge of a vast nation, having
her liberties entombed among the dead,
and sinking into the lowest depths of po-
litical annihilation.”

Chrigtianity in the eyes of many of this
f::ple is already identified with the

urgent cause ; and while it prejudi-
ces them against the revolution their an-
imosity would in the event of its failure
(as they mistake for its cause that which
isonly a concomitant,) recoil against
foreigners, for causing them to  “suffer
£ many things in vain, if it be yet in
vain.” Missionaries would be treated
as political incendiaries, and the Bible
be proscribed as a dangerous book. Cer-
tain papal Missionaries might per-
haps exult in such a result, to what
they regard as protestantism.  But
that would be the short-sighted folly
of those Jewish partizans, who triumph-
ed in the fall of a rival faction, whiie
their city was besieged by a Roman ar-
my and their own doom sealed by that
very event.

MISSIONS IN TURKEY.

The following account of the progress
of Missionary operations in Turkey was
made by Dr Hamlin of the Armenian
Mission at a meeting held in New York.

‘When he went to Constantinople in
1888, it was difficult to hold any Inter-
course with the people. The Armenians
thought if the Gospel were preached,
their own religion would come toan end,
and everywhere anathemas were heard
against any who should listen to the
preaching orshow favor to the mission-
aries. His own house was often attack-
ed, and it had sometimes been necessary
to have a guard to protect it from the
people.  Now all is changed, and an af-
fecting contrast was presented when he
left last May, the people expressing the
kindest feelings towards him, and wish-
ing him a safe journey, and quick return.
He could truly say, hie had entered un-
der showers of stones, and left under
showers of tears. Thisis the efiect of
preaching the Gospel. He next noticed
the progress in education. Kighteen
years ago all the missionary schools were
closed by anathamas ; now there are 17
in Turkey, and he ventured to say that
the instruction imparted in them was
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more strictly biblical, than 1 any 17
r<hools in the United States. Ten years
ago the Armenijan Patriarch anathema-
tized the English language, so that no
one could study it without coming un-
der aun anathema. But recently the
great Armenian Patriarch himseif inau-
gurated the study of the English in the
female institutes. The Seminary at Be-
bek has sent forth 17 native preachers,
whose influence alone is worth more tham
all the school has cost the Christian world.
Besides, from the seminary have gone
forth others who have been useful as work-
men,proof-readers and interpreters. The
latter were of much service in the late
war, 2specially in removing prejudices
to the Tnglish.

Till lately there hasbeen great opposi-
tion against the Protestant Armenians,
but, when he left, all of their number
could find employment, so as to need so
assistance fromn the mission.

There has been alse great advance in
the influence of the Press. Though it
was formerly anatbematized, they have
now to learn the name of the town,
where the issues of the mission at Con-
stantinople are not to be found. Lately
in the Holy Synod, there wasa motioa
made that the Scriptures be translated
into Turkish Armenian under the direc-
tion of the Patriarch himself. Itwasar-
gued that if the people did not get the
Bible from him, they would from the
American Missionaries. Though the
motion was lost by a slight majority, the
fact of its being made in such a bo-
dy and argued, speaks much.

In the direct preaching of the Gospel
great advance has been made. When
Be first spoke to then in Armenian, be
could get but five or six hearers. Now
there were not buildings large enough
to contain those who came. So it is
throughout the empire. le narrated
some in-idents of his first experience
in Turkey, showing how great were them
the difficulties and dangers passed
through by those who sought to hear or
to make knowr the Gospel. Entering
Nicomedia quietly, for it would not have
been safe to haveit known thatan Ame-
rican missionary was there, he stopped
in the Greek quarter. He received a
communication stating that some con-
verts would meet him in the garden of
a certain brother at 4 o'clock the next
morning, Sunday, and at 3 A. M. one
would come to guide him thither. Ris~
ing while the city was wrapt in sleep,
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they passed beyond the city, and walked
two miles through a street with a natur-
al hedge on each side of various fruit
trees, where the nightingales were sweet-
ly singing, and arrived soon at the ap-
pointed spot where several were gather-
ed. A careful watch was kept, and
whenever any one was heard approach-
ing they immediately stopped speaking,
tilft]zey folt again safe.  After four hours,
they took breakfast, and then spent four
hours more in communion with each
other, and so through the day till the
meeting closed, when it being dark again,
they parted one by one by different paths.
At another time hearing that a dying
person wished to see Dim, he was told
that if he would risk being found by the
police and imprisoned, he might make
the visit at midnight, going without a
lantern as required by law. It would
bave been dangerous to have it known
that a missionary visited the house. Yet
be succeeded in going, and found the dy-
ing man in the triumphbs of faith. At
that time it was diflicult to get passports
from place to place, and the mail was ex-
amined. The converts at Adabazar
wishing to communicate with their breth-
ren at Nicomedia, found an opportunity
to do so by a Jewish teamster. Ariiv-
ing at the house in Nicomedia where they
were assembled at midnight, his knock
occasioned some alarm.  But they soon
found him the bearer of a letter from
the brethren at Adabazar, which read:
“We are fourtcen men true and faith-
ful. There is death, but no turning back.”
A noble letter.

Thkere are 51 churches in different
parts of the Turkish empire. Of some,
all the members have been bastinadoed.
These churches have opened the Mussul-
wan mind to the gospel. Eight vears
agn, we had no access to the Mahomme-
dan mind. This was greatly owing to
their impressions of Christianity derived
from what theyv saw in the Roman Catho-
lic Church. The Mussulmen bave a ha-
tred to every form of idolatry, and this
they see in the pictures, the mass, and
especially in the doctrine of transubstan-
tiation, which seems to them both wick-
ed and ridiculous. Hence:t is not strange
they looked upon Christianity as absurd
in moralsand doctrine. The Mussulman’s
idea of Christianity being connected with
idolatry, getting drunk, cheating, etc.,
they are surprized atthe course of the
Protestants, whose integrity is having an
effect on their minds.
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The colporter in Constantinople sells
100 copies of the Scriptures amonth. A
colporteur who was interdicted by the go-
vernor of a province went to sce bhim
with a selection of his books, and being
requested, read to hun from the prophet
Moses, the account of the creation, of
Abraham, the testimony against idolatry,
which delighted the governor; also from
the Psalms and the words of the Messiah,
till having read eight hours, his throat
was o dry Le could read nolonger. The
governor told him to continuc his work,
and that he wounld protect him in the
sixty villages under hisrule. It is hoped
salvation has come to that honse. He
related an interview with an Armenian
Catholic, who after several conversations
was led to see his error,and was conver-
ted. For some time he was subject to
persecution in his family, till four of his
brothers were also converted. He went
to Salonica, and bas since Leen laboring
as a colporteur with one of his brothers.
A Mussulman and his family were there
converted, and he preaches wherever he
aocs, often to he boatmen on the rivers.
Thus the gospel is reaching the Blussul-
man mind, and prejudice is gradually
passing away.

In closing, Mr Hamlin alluded to the
influence of the late warin regard to the
missionary work. The question of reli-
gious liberty has long been considered
by the ambassadors of different powers
at Constantinople. This war of the Cri-
mea was necded. The Catholics had
sought the protection of Turkish laws
for Mussulmen who should embrace their
religion, and now they have united with
the power of England to secure religions
liberty. How plainly do we see the hand
of God in this. The Sultan has been
obliged todisavow onc of the plainest
precepts of the Koran.

The British” missionaries bhegan the
work by distributing the Scriptures
among the Armenians before the Ame-
rican missionaries went there.  Sir Strat-
ford de Redehiff’ sald to the American
missionaries,* I can do for you what 1
cannot for British missionaries, as I would
be suspected of poiitical design,and you
can do what British missionaries cannot,
as they would be suspected of political
motives.”

Hitherto the Mobammedan populati-
on have possessed the greater partof the
country, and a Mussulman could not sell
toa Christian. Now a free tenure of
property is asked for, liberty for one to
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gell where and to whom he will. God’s
hand i3 in this. Yet remember how
feebly the work has been commenced.
There are thirty-one churches among
thirty-two millions of people. There
mast be more men, more means. Let
parents consecrate their children to the
work, &c. Then we can go forward con-
fident that the time will soon arrive when
{xod will bring all nations into subjecti-
on to him.”

THE DEATH PENALTY IN TUR-
KEY.

The Rev Mr Lansing, American Mis
sionary at Damascus, now on a visit to
this country, delivered an address a few
days since, which we had the opportuni-
ty of hearing, in which he stated that the
firman of the Sultan, granting the free
exercise of religion in his dominions, was
very incorrectly understood in this coun-
try: that in the East it is well known
that it does not grant to the Moslem the
right to renounce his religion and be-
-come Christian, but on the contrary it
has respect to the existing sects of Chris-
tians, while the old despotic law to pre-
vent apostacy, with its death-penalty, still
hangs in terrorem over the heads of the
Mahometans.

This view is taken of 1t by others who
are confident that the wishes of Ameri-
ean and English Christians have led
them to anticipate more from this new
firman, than the facts of the case will
justify. But the missionaries at Con-
stantinople have publicly expressed their
opinion that the new legislation is as
great an advance upon the past, as is
safe and desirable at the present, and we
may hope that the work of reform now
inaugurated will be pressed forward with
as much expedition as is consistent with
the safety of the causc itsclf.

It is not probable that the penalty of
death wiil be inflicted again for the
crime of Moslem apostacy. In whatever
part of the empire the offence is com-
mitted, capital punishment cannot be in-
flicted for this or any other offence, un-
til the sentence has been reviewed and
approved by the Sultan’s governmentat
the capitol. The Sultan has now be-
come so dentified with Western polities,
and the integrity of his empire made so
dependent on the sympathies of West-
ern powers, he will be slow to inflict
such another outrage oun public senti-
ment, as he did so lately as in 1853
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when he put a subject to death for con-
fessing Christ to be a greater prophet
than Mahomet.

The great merit of that firman, of im-
perial indulgence, is the protection it se-
cures to the protestant missionaries and
their disciples in the Turkish Empire.
The mass of Moslem mind is as yet un-
affected by the gospel, but there is a
migl.y work now going on around this
inert and sunken people, which will
eventually act upon them for their ele-
vation and conversion, if their existence
as a nation is preserved. We must not
anticipate Providence. God is working
wonderfully in the East, but thus far
the way into the Moselm heart has nos
been found. It will be, and the gate
will be opened.—New York Observer.

DEPARTURE OF THE MISSION-
ARY SHIP ‘JOHN WILLIAMS.
The ¢Jobn Williams’ has again left

London for the islands of the Pacific.

This is her fourth voyage thither; and,

as on former occasions, she is expected

to be absent from this country four years.

The young people connected with the

Congregational churches have done no-

bly in again subscribing ad collecting

more than enough money required for
her repairsand outfit. An interesting
farewell meeting for prayer and exhor-
tation was held mn the boardroom of the

Mission House. Among those present

were the Rev John Barff, who for some

years bas laboured in the Tahitian group,
and, after recruiting his health, and that
of his wife, has again gone out; and the

Rev Wilberforce Philip, (third son of

the well-known African missionary,)

who is just entering upon ministerial
work, and who is to laborin Africa. The
miscionary ship, after calling at the Cape
of Good ope, will sail to Melbourne.
will thence proceed to Hobart Town.
and next to Sydney, and, on leaving

Australia, will go to the Tahitian isles.

Having visited the different islands of

this group, the ship will proceed to Man-

gaia, Rarotonga, and Aitutaki, which
are between 600 and 700 miles from

Tahiti. The Rev W. Wyatt Gill will

there embark and proceed from Mangaia

to Rarotonga, to reinforce that station:
and the six islands of the ervey group
will continue to have the labors of {Mr

Buzacott, who has alrcady given thirty

yeaws’ service; Mr George Gill, twelve

years’ service; and Mr Wyatt Gill, who
has heen there five years. The landing
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of Isaiahk or Rarotonga. from his visit to
England, will be an accasion of no small
interest to the people of theisland. The
ship also takes out 5,000 copies of the Bi-
ble, and a large supply of other books,
in the native language, which have been
printed in this country. Sailing fromn
the Hervey Istands, the ship will proceed
to the Samoa group, which lie about 900
miles westward of Rarotonga ; and amidst
their joy, disappointment will arise in
the hearts of the brethren there, as they
go on board, expecting to receive young
missionaries from England, but finding
none. From thisgroupin Central Poly-
nesia, a noble company of Rarotonga
and Samoan teachers will embark on
board the ship for the Islands of West-
ern Polynesia. These will be accom-
panied by one young missionary, (Mr
Gordon,) to enter on the inviting field
of ‘Tanna, Lifu, or Erromanga. About
this time next year the ship will have
reached our extreme stations on these
‘Western Islands, and then it will return
through all the grouvps eastward, visiting
ever ‘sland occupied by missionaries or
native teachers and thence back again
throngh the groups, doing entirely missi-
onary work, on its way to Sydney. Thus,
during the ship’s four years absence from
England it makesabout two visits a-year
‘to each island, and an annual voyage to
Sydney for supplies, which, besides the
outward and homeward voyages, gives
a working distance of many thousands of
miles every year.

THE BURMESE AND THE KA-
RENS.

A missionary who has just returned
from Ava, brings some pleasing intelli-
gence from Pegu. e considers the po-
pulation rapidly reviving. 'The great
emigration which occurred during the
war has ceased, and the stream has set
in for the south. Night after night Bur-
mese familics make their way over the
frontier, and announce to the authorities
their determination to settle. The Ka-
rens, always devoted to the British, are
pressing in from all quarters. They are
exceedingly well treated, and express
their determination, not in units or {ens,
but in thousands, to become christians.
Meanwhile, they are cultivating the jun-
gle, taking contracts, setting up shops,
starting flects of trading boats, and ge-
nerally eariching themselvese.d us. It
is their industry which bas so greatly im-
proved the revenue. The dehght of the
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Karens at finding themselves equal to
the Burmese, and their evidence in
courts of law, is said to be most affecting.

CONVERSION OF ROMANISTS
IN BELGIUM.
Montauban (Tarn and Garonne.)
July 26, 1856. 3y

This country is distingwished for the
efforts of Christians to promote the
kingdom of Christ, and successfully.
True, many Belgians are plunged e
gross superstitions and listen to the
priests as to angels from heaven. Bat
others, and in great numbers, disgusted
with the puerile practices of Popery, or
revolted by the insatiable cupidity of
the clergy, are eager tohearthe Word of
God ; and when they have received it
into their hearts, they join openly the
Reformed communion.

"The proofof this progress was furnish-
ed abundantly at the last annual BMeet-
ing of the Society for the Evangelizati-
on of Romanists in Belgium. "I will
quote, abridging some of the facts men-
tioned by the speakers.

M. Van Macsdyck, ex-Popish priest,
converted to the faith of the Gospel for
seventeen years, and pastor among the
Flemish population of Brussels, has a
flourishing congregation. ¢ This flock,”
he said, “reckons now 1,300 members,
most of whom were born in the errors
of Romanism. At Vilvorde, near Brus-
sels, a small congregation of Papists
meet every Sunday, and an evangelist
visits from house to house, during the
week, those who dare not attend public
service. So at Bruges—the stronghold
of the Romish Church in Belgium—the
work of the Lord begins to prosper.

A colporteur, ex-Papist, has there dis-
tributed, this year, more than 150 copics
of the Scriptures, and 800 to 1,000 reli-
gious tracts. [Further, he gatherscvery
Sunday twenty to thirty hearers, oager
to hear the truth.  One of them has died
in the faith, saying to the priest who ex-
horted him to confess, * I have found the
only true Mediator, Jesus Christ, and 2
dic in peace.”

‘The Baron de Botzelacr nextread the
repurt on the Flemish school opened at
Brussels two years ago. It bas eighty
pupils, of whom twenty belong to Ro-
manist families.

M. Prader, pastor at Liege, gave somz
account of the state of religion in that

t city. Liege contains about 80,000
inbabitants, of whom three-fourths are
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infidels. The influence of the Popish
clergy diminishes sensibly. Some Protes-
tant chapels have been opened in the
neighbourhood of Liege. The village of
Cheenee sent a delegation to the pastor,
Mr Prader, inviting him to preach to
them the Gospel, allthe peasantry being
indignant against the priest, who spoke
only of the Virgin Mary, asif all chris-
tianity consisted in this idolatrous wor-
ship.

At Antwerp, a colporteur sold, iu a
short time, 1,779 copies of the Bible. At
Bouxerie, a commune on the frontiers,
is a flock of 240 persons who all without
exception, bave quitted Popery for the
Protestant faith. Similar success has
been obtained at Charleroy, at Jumet,
and at other places, in spite of the per-
fidious efforts of priests, who stirred up
the fanatical populace against the new
converts.

NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS—
CHOCTAWS AND CHEROKEES.

The number of Aboriginal Indians
still occupying the wastes of North and
South America is computed as high as
10,000,000, of whom it is estimated that
there are 4,500,000 in Novth America,
including Mexico and its dependencies.
The Protestant missions among the
tribes within the territory of the United
States have afforded much encourage-
ment. From recent communications
as to the Presbyterian missions among
the two above named tribes, we learn
that no part of the country seems to
have been more blessed with the out-
%ouring of the Holy Spirit, than the

hoctaw country, where the missiona-
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ries are organized into a presbytery, in-
cluding 13 members, 3 licentiates, and
15 churches. During the past year,
there were received on examination 146
members, besides 24 on certificate. The
total number of communicants is 1494,
ot whom 118 are coloured people; and
the Sabbath scholars number 1134. A
new field scems opening to the Ameri-
can Tract Society among these tribes
for colportage. The nation of the Che-
rokees has had the benefits of missions
for 30 years. They have schools, and
2 higher seminaries, annualiy sending
out a larger number of qualified t.ach-
ers than their schools requirc. The
great mass of the nation can read, and
a large proportion of the adults are
members of the different charches, yet
there are very few books in their fami-
lies. The children have a taste for
reading, but have no books, excepting
the Bible and school books. Their edu-
cation has been altogether religious, and
it i3 mainly religious books which they
want. Native Cherokees, well qualified
for the work, are ready and anxious to
engage in the work of distributing such
publications ; and not only missionaries
of all denominations, but the chiefof the
tribe, with all their cducated ard lead-
ing men, welcome the proposal of send-
ing colporteurs among them, as supply-
ing a deficiency painfully felt by all. A
general agent of the Tract Society re-
cently visited them, and collected on one
Sabbath at the capital, where he preach-
ed three times, agout 200 dollars; the
principal chief, with whom he stayed,
gave 50 dollars. Two well qualified
men are ready to engage as colporteurs,
both of them sons of missionaries, born
in the nation, and well acquainted with
the language.

News of the Chureh.

CrosinG oF THE Harnt.—The The-
ological Hall closed on Tuesday the 14th
ult. Seven studénts were in attend-
ance, who delivered a variety of exer-
cises. Among these were esaays for the
Biblical Literature Class, Homilies, Lec-
tures and Critical Exercises. They were
also examined in Hebrew and Chaldee,
in which they exhibited a proficiency
highly creditable to Professor Smith.—
Two of them also read portions of the

Syriac New Testament. This last has
becn introduced into our Hall this season
for the first time, and the progress made
by those who bad devoted their attention
to the subject was highly gratifying.—
Altogether, though the number it at-
tendance was smaller than on some for-
mer occasions, the examinztion was
ir;fng the most satisfactory we have yet
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On Thursday, the 2nd Oct.. the new
Presbyterian Church at New Langholm,
Cascumpec, P. E. I, took firc about 12
o'clock, the carpenters and other work-
men being on the spot at the time, but
s0 rapid was the conflagration, that not
even the Bible which was placed in the
pulpit for Divine Service on the follow-
ing Sunday, could be saved. As there
was no insurance effected, and having
cost £400 to £500, it is a severe loss to
the settlement, besides the disappoint-
ment. Mr Henderson, the contractor,
i5 a severe loser, having lost all his tools
in the building.

We sincerely sympathize with the con-
gregation of Cascumpec and their young

astor in this trial.  We are happy to
carn that though to some degree * cast
down,” they are not disheartened by it,
and are taking active measures for the
erection of another place of worship.—
‘We trust that the other portions of the
Church will assist them in the work, and
thus illustrate the words of inspiration,
“ Whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it.”

One word as to the cause of this event.
It is supposed that it originated from
some persons smoking. Surely not with-
out cause did our Synod warn its minis-
ters and members against such a prac-
fice.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE STU-
DENTS’ MIssioNARY SocieTy, WEST
RivER, Picrou.—The Annual Meeting
of this Society was held on the 11thinst.,
when the usual business cf the Society
was transacted. Very little, however,
has been done during the past year in
furtherance of the objects of the Society,
and its efficiency appears to have been
gradually declining for several years.—
This circumstance was corsidered to be
chiefly the result of the want of more
systematic arrangements in carryingout
the objects of the Society, and of insuffi-

- cient information threughout the Church
respecting its operations and design.—
The members of the Society were, there-
fore, impressed with the necessity of
adopting a more comprehensive and effi-
cient scheme than heretofore, which
might be productive of more desirable
results. Taking also into serious consi-
deration that, as the missionary opera-
tions of the Church are becoming great-
ly extended, both at home and abroad,
additional funds will be required in or-
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der to enable the Church cffectually to
carry out her schemes, they felt that
their duty to the great Head of the
Church required them to put forth vi-
gorous efforts for the purpose of aug-
menting the funds referred to, and also
of lending their humble services in awa-
kening among the people a greater in-
terest in missionary enterprises. In
adopting such a course they are ouly fol-
lowing the example of the students of
the parent Church in Scotland, almost
all of whom hold missionary meetings
with good etfects both to themselves and
to the people, by exciting an interest in
missionary schemes and collecting funds.
Some possibly may be disposed to think
that the people in connection with the
Presbyterian Church in this Province
are already contributing liberally for
missionary purposes, and that there is
danger of enthusiasm on the subject;
but no apprehension need be felt in this
respect, while many of the human fami-
ly are regardless of their eternal inter-
ests, and great numbers of them are en-
tirely ignorant of the truth as it is in
Jesus.

¥rom such considerations the mem-
bers of the Society unanimously resolv-
ed to adopt the following plan for the
ensuing year; viz., that each individual
visit the respective congregations an-
nexed to his name for the purpose of de-
livering addresses on missionary sub-
jects, and receiving contributions in aid
of the missionary schemes of the Charch;
also with the view of awakening a great-
er interest in those important objects, al-
ways, however, co-operating with the
pastors of the several congregations.—
Mr Daniel Fraser,—the congregations
of Mabou, Antigonishe, and Merigo-
mish ;—Mr Isaac Patterson,—those of
Pictou, Tatamagouche, River John, New
Annan, and Primitive Church, New
Glasgow ;—Mr Samuel ¥. Johnston,—
those of Parsboro, Economy, Lower Lon-
donderry, and Upper Londonderry ;—
Mr Thomas Sedgewick,—those of Mus-
quodoboit, Shubenacadie, Nine Mile Ri-
ver, and James’ Church, New Glasgow ;
—Mr James Murray,—those of Halifax,
Truro, Onslow, Stewiacke, and Green
Hill ;—Mr John D. McGilvray,—thcse
of West River, and East and West
Branches, East River. The other con-
gregations to be visited, if practicable.
Mr Robert Laird,—those of Prince Ed-
ward Island, as far as practicable.

Rosert LAIRD, Sccretary.
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Notices,Acknowledgments,&¢

J. & J. Yorston acknowledge receipt of
the following for the Forcign Mission, viz :

A Table Cloth and Towels from John
Gammell, senr. ; 4 pair Stockings from
Mrs Benjamin Tupper, Upper Stewiacke ;
and a few yards home-made Flannel from
Mre Flemming, Stewiacke—per the Rev
James Smith.

A box of ("ith, &e., value £22 14s. 6d.,
from the 1i-deque congregation—per the
Rev Robert S. Patterson.

One dress home-made Cloth, 15s, from
dohn Collie; Cash 2s 6d from Mrs Collic ;
Cash 2s 6d from a {riend.

Pietou, Oct 20th, 1856,

Monies received by the Treasurer from
20th September to 20th October 1856.

Missionary Schr * John Knox.”

Sept.22. Children of Sab. School,
Fisher’s Grant £0 17 61
Children of Sab. School,
Prince Town, P.E.I. 19 0
Mrs Dav. Stewart,Char-
Iottetown, P E 1. 8 4
17. Collected by Miss H.Mc-
Coul & Miss C. Gra-
ham. Durham, W.Riv-
er, Pictou
18. Sab. School Children,
Up. District, N. Annan 5 0
Home Mission.
6. Collection Prince Street
Church, Pictou 7 8 6}
Foreign Mission.
16. Students’ Miss. Society,
PEL,perR.Laud,Esq.1 14 4%
18.Mr Benjamin Tupper,
Upper Stewiacke 1060

313 4

Rev J. L. Murdoch acknowledges f-eceipt
of £5 7s 6d from the Presbyterian congre-
gation of Annapolis for Domestic Missions.

Rev S. Johnson, Harvey, N.B., acknow-
ledges the receipt of the following sums for
the missionary schooner “ John Knox” :—
From the children of his Salbath School,
£6 113 ; one gold sovereign, the donation

of a lady connected with his congregation.

Mr Armstrong, of Kempt, acknowledges
receipt of the following sums for the new
Presbyterian Church recently erected there:

Troro £2 0 0
Picton 2 00
Mrs Capt Cameron 5 0
Robert Grant, preacher 1 0.0

5 5 0
Nine Mile River congregation 3 0 0
Rev J. Cameron 1 00

4 0 O

Nov.

Boards, Standing € ommit-
tees, &c.

Bourd of Home Missions—Rev Profeszor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, Watson ané
Walker, together with the Preshytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim-
itive Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-
tretary N

DBourd of Foreign Missions.—Rev Mersrs
Baxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Was-
son, and Waddell. and Messrs Ebenezer
McLeod and Daniel Cameron, of Wess
River; A. Fraser, of New Glasgow, and
Juhn Yorston, of Pictou. Secretary, Rev
J. Bayne.

Educational Bogrd.—Chairman, Rev J.
Bayne. Treasurer, Abram Patterson, Esg.
Secretary, Rev James Ross.

Seminary Board —The Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs McCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay,
and sMesrs Robert Smith, David McCur-
dy and Isaac Fleming. Mr McCulloch,
Convener.

Committee of Bills and Overtures.—Rev
Messrs Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
Mr Jas. McGregor. Mr Bayne, Convener.

Committee of Correspondence with Lvan-
gelical Churches—Rev Messrs E. Ross,
Baxter and Wyllie. Mr Ross, Convener.

Foreign Missionary Wanted.

The Board of Foreign Missions having
been directed by the Synod to endeavorto
seccure the services of a Missionary te
labor in the South Seas, are now prepared
to receive applications for that service,
from Ministers and ZLicentiates of the
Church in Nova Scotia, or the United
Presbyterian Charch in Scotland, or its
branches in the Coloaies. Applications
to be directed to the Rev James Beyne,
Secretary of the Board, Pictoun.

Terms of the Instructor and
kBegister.

InsTrRUCTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pies, 53 each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one free.  [For Register,
single copies, 1s 6d each. six copies to one
address at 1s 3d each. Oneadditional sent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded befors
the 10th of the month preceding publice-
tion. Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up i
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwe:deg
to Mr Charles Robson. Remittances may
algo be sent to the Synod Treasurer.



