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iThoughts' on allowing Candidates (o shorten
their Theological Course.

1§ the present nrgent demands upon our
.Charch for Ministerial labor, and the in-
!snfﬁcicncy of the supply of laborers, there
iis 2 strong inducement to shorten the term
leg study for'our Students of Theology.—
;;kiany of the members of Synod at last
!’lmceting felt our circumstances so strongly
;a8 t0 urge strongly that some of our Stu-
.dents should be immediately licensed. our
congregations are becoming impatient,
and perhaps'seme of onr young men them-
selves, 1nay be anxious to be on the field.
We are not prepared to say, that nothieg
should be yielded in the present emergen-
5, yvet the matter should be seriously
considered in all its bearings, and the ex-
perience of other Churches on the subject
ijmay be of value o us. In alate No. of
ijthe Home and Foreign Record of the

yPresbyterian Chureh of the United States

fthere is an excellent axticle on this puiat,

,?‘&’lxicln we publish nearly eatire. It will
, ;:be seen that the course in their scminaries

l}ia tkree years of ‘Theology. This is in-

ldependent of the college course of 1hree
ior four vears, while ours are zdwmitted 1o
: istudy Theology after two years attendance
‘.‘tn‘tl:e Philosophical Departmént of the

Seminary, so that their course at both de-
partments does not exceed that of Students
at the American Serinaries, while during
the course of Lheology the lauter atiend
terms of pine months each, It will thus
be seen that the requirements there as to
time are at least equal 10 ours, while their
opportunities of improvement are much
more faverable.

¢ The Board of Edrcation, (deeming it
their duty to call the attention of the
Church 1o whatever scems 1o have an in-
jurious effect upon the thorough prepara-
tion of candidaies for the ministry), beg
leave 0 present a few considerations
against the practice of allowing voung men
{o enter into the full work of the ministry
otfore they have completed their theological !
studics.

1. The practice of allowing candidates
tv commence the full work cf the ministry
before esmpleting their theolugical st
dics, is, in the first place, duing them per-
sonally an injury. The Bible has many
sllusions to the importance of knowledge
on the part of those who are to minister
in holy things.  An undisciplined and un-
faruished ieind, or one imperfeetly trained,
will rarely lie able to teach others to edifi-
cations ‘The existing arangements of t
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theological course are believed to have
boen planned in wisdem, aud to be sus-
tained by the genecal testimony of expe:
rience. Ministers are néver found te re-
arot having remained in the Seminary the
full period preacribed by its regulations.
On the contrary, many a lamentation has
been made hyithose who have unwisely
shortened their theological eourse, and en-
terad upon their work withont adequate
preparation.  No futnre diligence can
make amends for a deficiency at the be-
ginning. Ttis far betier for the candidate
whatever his application as a student may
be after he has engaged in the ministry,
to lay a good foundation in the Seminary,

from a full course. A thorgugh impios-
: h X -

sion on the miads of Swudents,. of the ne-
cersity of remaining in the Seminuy 1o
the end of its session, is the sui ol made
of corcecting the tendencies cumplained
of.

3. Inthe third place, n wroug is igtlia- ,
ed upon the congregations over whom sup- |
erficially prepared ministers ure placed.— .
Onar people expoct to be instracted and .
edified by those who are set over thens i |
the Lord. It is obvious however, thnt ,
this hope "5 impaired by allowing eandi- ,
dates to shorien thie proeess of their «lu- |
eation. The requirements of our Chan-li |

even in their strietest letter. are not so |

on which to huild the superstructure of
his futire uttainmenis. t

The Board are far fom afirming that
thera may be no worthy exeepiioas to the
three years’ rule, hut their observation has
Jed them to natice that those students:
whose attainments are the highest rarely
wish to abandon prematurely the privile-
#os of the theological institution. The
candidates who ave the least qualified to go
forth into the vineyard, are 100 often thoss
who are scized with a desire to give up
stedy. The practice of licensing young
men while in the Semiuary may be a good
one if it is linked with the obligiiion to
cor:plete their preparatory course. Other-
wise, it is believed to ke commonly franght
with ovil.

2. In the second place, the evil of al-
lowinga few candidates to leave the Sem-
inary in the midst of their studies, throws |
temptations in the way of all, and relaxes
the aunthority of a general and salutary
rife. It is probable that a large wymber.
of eandidates, if they had their own way,
would leave the Seminary at the end .of
the second year, if not before. Positive

nirements are necessary to cnforce the
dinty of mature preparation for the work
of theministry. Jiist in proportion therc-
fore, to the departures from the strictness
of the rale, will b2 the.tendency to unset-
tle the minds of students in regard to their
aww-particular cascs. :
“The Professors of one of onr Semina-
ries at the West lately memorialired a
Synod, an the subject of resisting the ten-
dencies in candidates to shorten their time
of study. " It is believed that if the Pres-
byteries ‘would be more strietin this mat-
ter,, the. young men would considerita
seitled thing, to pursne their studies for
three vears, and world rarely think of in-

[y

:}eﬁﬁi’:’g" “providénce fo waean an escape

high as to occupy time vanacessanly, por |
do they aim atany attainments which may .,
be dispansed with in safety. Our cungre- |
gatiqus, heing composed very generailv of
thoughtful minds, and almost always num- ;
bering those who ‘are well informed 2ud,,
educated, have a right to rely upon the,
authorities of the Church for well furnish- .
cd ministers, In cases where a call.hus

been inadvertently made out to candidates, ., |
such as have been teferred to, expericnce |
saon reveals imperfections of ministerial |
qualification which other congregations,
in votation are left to the misfortunc of,
discovering, X

4. Superficial training brings into dis-
credit the Board of Education, and the,
Church’s entire system of benerolent aid.
A large part of the candidates of our,!
Church require assistance in the prosecu-
tian of their studies ; and such assistance,|
can only be rendered by retaining the con-.
fidence of the people in the working of
the sys'em. Every inconipetent or -
trained minister is.a herald of woe to our,
cducational-operations. The amount of!
evil which asingle wan can thus iufiic]
upon the plans of our Church, it isnat
easy to estimate. 'The suspicion, cven.
of laxity in our system, retards its effica-;
cy and impairs jts capacity of rsefuluess.
No good cause can he sustained in the,
midst of the indifference and jukewarmness,
produced by anthenticated failures. The;
Board of Education and the whole agency,
of_our Church, in previding for the train-;
ing of indigent youth, can only be suc-;
cossfully administered_on the principlo of;
a styict. unvarying, snd high standard ef i
ministerial qualification.

5. The Theological Seminarics of owr|
Church have also a great jnterest in p}'e"
venling unfurnished men from enteringi
upon the ministry..  They will lose al,

=

afe gy v dgry ot e
Y =%
R .

e e



MISSIONARY REGISTER.

15}

<

studies. The public has not the means of
knowing in each case where the responsi-
hility rests: and the odium almost always
falls upon the institution which has had
the misfortune of enrolling the names up-
on its eatalogue.

8. The general character and prosperity
of the Presbyterian Church are identified
with saising, instead of lowering, the
wandard of ministerial requirement. If

l(here be any ouc thing on which, under
- 1:God, onr resources for blessing the world
' ‘depend, it is the character of our ministers

—not merely their charater for piely,
. "which they possees wn common with the
liministers of other evangelical denomina-

1ions, bt their character for learning also.
The Board would by no mecans magnify
the Jatter above the former, The true and
waf2 course is to insist upon both., "This
policy has been instrumental in giving to
our church an influcnee which could have
" llbeen secured in no otlier manner. And
auT present prosperity can only be perpet-
! uated in divine Providence, by the main-
_tenance of strict, and even stern views of
, qualification for the sanctuary. The men
who are the instruments for accomplishing
- llthe most for the kingdote of Christ, are
“tneither inferior in natural endowment nor
“Min ealture. The demands of the age, the
Yincrensing stature of the ministers of other
deaominations, and, in short, every consi-

‘the. confidence of the public just in pro- | deration derived from the ward of Gad and
‘portion to the number of badly qualified | the history of the Church, in fivor of a
men allowed to go forth from their walls, | well-trained mioistry, urge our Preshyte-
It is in vain for them to deny all partici- | ries to discourage theishortening of the
pation in this shortening of the course of ¢ theological course, 1o which some candi-

dates are always profe.

In conclusion. the Board ,weuld again
aflirm, that whilst there are exceptions to
the neeessity of requiring in all eases a
three-vears” cousse of theological study,
especially under the circumstances of a
thorough proliminary training. and pecu-
Lar nnmr.‘ﬂsﬁr spiritual endowments, it is
their decided eonviction that such indul-
gence should rery ravely indeed be granted
to those candidates who are assisted by
the spacial fands of the Church, collected
under the plea of a full and thorongh min-
isterial preparation. The Toard are also
satisfied thot the individual eases, which
have called forth these remarks, are by no
means clear exceptions, but that on the
contrary, iwo thirds of the students in our
Seminaries might with equal propriety |
turn their backs upon the instructions
there offered by able professors. Further,
in submitting these remarks to the Chuoreh
at larae, the Board have designedly avoid-
ed allusions to any Presbytery in particu-
lar, exeept so far as a knowledge of recent
cases may exist; and a general allusion
1o these is the causz, and the justification
of coming before the public at all.

Praying for that wisdom which is pro-y
fitable to direct, and for that harmony
which is a gaod and pleasant sight to soe
in Zion, the Board rerpectfully submit
thes: remarks for candid consideration.

THE INHADITANTS OF ANEITEGM.
BY TUE REV. JOAN GEDDIE.

" " DEGRADATION OF THE FEMALE SEX.

There are few placeson the carth
shere the female sex are more degraded
than among these islands. It was evidently
the desin of the heneficent Creator, that
womarn should be the equal, the companion
x“d~ the salace of her husband; during
Iﬂxexr carthly pilgrimage.  But, ales, how
jlas the bencvolent intention of heaven
xen set at nought, in ¢*the dark places of
eearth. 1t is indeed.one of the signal
wd melancholy triumphs of sin, thst she,

[

FSoveign Hlissions.

man’s joys and the snother of his snrrows,
is thus grievonsly dishonared and injured,
and made the vietim of every specics of
suffering.  As physicel strength and per-
sonal valor are the gualities most admired
by a barbarous pesple. of course the,
weaker sex are despised and trampled |
apon. The birth of a female child is,
accompanied by no demonstrations of |
parental joy. and in many instances its
death warrant is siened at a tender age.
Infunticide, indeed, is natso prevalent here
as on many of the neighboring islands, yer;
it is by no means npcommon. I know a
man who killed and ate his own ehild!
Shonid the female ehild be spared, she lmsn

l'ﬁo' was designed to be the sharer of



» . T
20) HISGIONARY REGISTER. (February ;

—t

no voice in the article of mariage, an her childhood, when of course her incling.
cvent in which she 1s deeply concerned. tions cannot be consulted. ft will not,
All the arrangements connected with this excite surprise, therefore, if in afler life
relation are made by her parents during there is forever to be little correspondence

Eso.
g Office.
Sept. 26th 1849.
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of taste, feelivaﬁ and sentiment Lctween treated as such. ?rmn ccrtain kinds ¢
husbands aid wives, s0 csseatial to domes- food the woman is c.\'cludgd, and it i
tic bliss. ‘The wife isto all intemts and usual for her and her tyrranuical master t
purposes the slave of the husband. ke ocenpy diflerent houses, while won, as l]:
15 uot regarded as kis companicn, sor lord of creation indulges himself i it
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idolence; the druduery and hard labor fulls
it the lotof his wite. It is notsurprising
(it the warnage bond is but slightly
tabseeved by the female sex, whe are thus
"reated, “Wives are constantly deserting
siheir husbands, and taking up their abode
fwith other men.  Afier this view of
Jomestic life, it would be vain to losk for
tdomestic happiness.
} "To see a father and mother with their
children, as one social, happy band, is a
ipectacle which 1 have never yet beheld
1in this dark region. The misery of woman
‘does notend here.  When a wandies, his
wwile is immediately strangled, that her
iapitit may accompany that of her husheud
tothe land of darkuess, and all chudren
tnthe family unable to provide for thea
selves share the same fate. It there is a
‘o0 of competent uge, he is expected to
jperform the murderous ceremany of siran-
ding his mother. Many instances of this
Jwreid practise have oceurred since our

“mu(hor strangled.  The natives of this
island have theiv war-god, or uat-maes,
"whose countenance and aid they implorz
Lagainst their encmies. Lo thisdeity they
Learvy an offering of kava, and pay that
they way kill many of their foes. For
their success in battle, they depend much
. on this sanguinary spirit. Ia their modes
of warfure, there is neither a display of
science nor system amoug these natives,
The opposing parties, when they como
t within sight of each other, begiu 10 throw
their bodies into ull the attitudes of de-
tence, and challenge and endeavor to make
the most intimidating menaces , the whole
is aceompunicd with a most savage diu
and clamour. The bravest men then
advunce from each party, and engage in
combat, and the conflict soon becomes
general.  But the watives, if the locality
will answer, prefer bush fighting to general
attacks.  The weapons of war are spears
and clubs; happily they do not possess

anival here, but we can vecord some | fire urms, otherwise the island would soon
qistances  in  which we have reason to ! beleftwithoutinhabitauts. As for the reign
blieve our influence has saved lives, | of the Prince of Peace, 1 long for the
iwhich otherwise would have been sacri- | day when the trumpet shall sound war no
feed. It is the gospel alone that will 'more. This will be a ovely spot when
devate woman to her proper rank. It is | men shall beat their awords into plaugh
o wonder then that the Caffres call a |shares and their spears into pruning hooks.
uissionary *the shield of woman.” Un- CANNIRALISM.
fr whut obligations are christian women; Tphe revoiting practice of cannibulism
blend their influence to elevate the less | s a)so commen. | 'The extent to which it
frored portion of their race. has prevailed is cuough to appal the Leart.
. WAR PASSION, There is not an island of the group, so
*dnother practice of these islanders is | far as we know, exempt from this
r. Among all wneiviliced nations the ! horrid practice.  The watives do not
papensity to war is great. It isthe direct | hesitate to confess that of all kinds of
wd 1o savage distinction, while at the ! animal food human flesh is the most
ame time it seems to yield the mostardent { savery. One of the teachers at Tanna
dight.  On the islands of this group, | writes thut he lately vishied an adjacent
wrseems to he the rule and- peace the jvillage. There he suid he saw 2 huwran
Jeption.  The missionaries who were | body heng up ready for the fire, and
#iled on Tunna state that on that island | persons collected to cat it. He remon-
e was fighting ten mounths out of the ! strated with them, and told them 1 inter
e which compose the year. Erro- {it. They at crce became enraged and
" ga exhibits a constant scene of intes- {ordered him away, telling him they did
“owarfave.  ‘T'he Sumoan teachers who ot wish 2 religion thut would deprive
+ebeen resident on Fate for some years, | them of their grod things. ‘The accounts
‘® wost uufavorable accounts of the |of cannibalism™ on Erromanga are dark]
digerent  dispositions of the people | indead. Tt is said that the natives of that
e On the little island of Fortane we | Island will kill cach other merely for the
e told by the natives themselves that {sake of fosd, In the estimation of an
2t are the maeunga and matungi parties, ; Erromanesn, a man is 2qua! 10 about three
wihirst for ezch other’s bloed. And | pigs. The Island of Fate is behind none
-4 suceession of years many & bloody ! of the others. It is well known that -
-gedy has been enucted on Aneitewn. If | crew of the British Sovereign which waw.
-uk a boy if his parents are alive, we | wrecked on that island in %23, coos
- dmost “anticipme the answer that the i(’f more than thirty nee ns,
—t has  exn Killed in war and the lered chiofly wn an s
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‘The bloudy act was committed by Melu, a
native cluef, who after reserving ten
badies for himself, distributed the rest to
surrounding villuges.  According to the
custom ot the land, each villuge will
present to the donor a body in return.—
Canunibalism has been much practized on
Auciteum. Al victims killed or takenin
war are eonsidere. the lawful fued of the
vicwrs., It hus also been cummon for
chiels to kill men merely for the sake of
cating themn; many nitives have been
sueriliced inthisway. Whether cannibal-
ism has taken its rise in the scarcity of
animal food, or whetheg hunger originully
compelled the native to feast on the body
of his fellow man, are problems which it
is not easy nor important to solve, Certain
it is that it is awluliy depraving in its
influznce, and leads to the most serious
evils. By whatever people itis practised,
it tends to deaden everv humane legling,
and to eradicate a principle which is the
chief security of bumon life. Mevtality
must lvse all its horrors in the eyes of a
people who are accustumed to feed on 1ae
vodies of their fellow men, and when
there is no hotror of death, there will be
little repugnance to kill. The individual
who cun so far surmount the feelings of
nature as deliberately to least an o fellow
creature will no longer retain his horror
of bluodshed. Oh, what a monster does
man become when left 1o the influence of
his vorestramed propensities.
MODE OF BURIAL.

The bodies of the dead, il we. except
the principal chiefs, are not interved but
thrown juto the sea. As soon us life is
extionet, the face is paiuted to conceal jts
ghastly appearance, thy body wrapped
tightly round with a bundage and weights
atachied to the feet. It is then carried
out a short distance from the shore and
commitied to the deep. A fire is kindled
onland oppousite 10 the spot where the
body bhas been sunk; the .spint is then
supposed tv leave the body, and afler
warming itself’ at the fire which has been
raade, takes its departure to the cpege
nanpath (land of darkness),. while New-
gerain, tho chief’ Natmass of Aneiteum,
devours the body.—To be Continued.

- BIOGRAPHY OF A NATIVE TEACHER.

Iu-no past of the missionary field have
the laburs of the native Evangelist been
auended with more valuable results, than
in the islands ot Polynesia. On account
of the peeuliar perils and bardships to

&

which an European would be exposed in [
ihe attempt to domesticate himself among '
a barburous peeple, it has been found, m
almest every cuse, indispeusible to employ!
the agency of converted natives as pio-|
ners, and by this meaus the way has beea!
prepared fur the settlement of the wissiog-
sries in those islands which have since!
been led to embrace the gospel. i
In the following nurrative we are!
introduced o one of those iuteresting!
devoted laborers, who, under the Livine’
blessing, bave been so instromenta) ino
carrying the glad tidings of sulvation 1o
the darkest recesses of the habitable earth.
Account ¢f the Native ‘LCeucher, Jozah
Gyiftin, supported by friends at Leasnug-!
ton, furnisked by the Rev. Charles flur|
die, Malua Institation, Upolu, 1851 :—
* VWhen we first arrived in these:
islands, in 1826, the subject of ths
parrative was quite a lad, Ining a
Sapapalii, iy former station on ihe islund
of Suvaii. duon atier our setlemnent here
e began to attend our waily schoul, und'
the religious services on the Sabbail—"
1le soon jearnt 10 read, and becurne very
regulur in his atendauce at school, and’
wus very desirous of instructions. I
interest in the services of the Sabbuth,
and his atiention to the declarations
£ the truths of the gospel, gradualiy’
increased, till he was led 10 see s state as'
a sinnar before God, to repent and seeki
salvation througl the merits of the Divire:
Saviowr. Having given himself, as we
believed, first o tue Lord, hemade knowu ™
his desire to be united with his people. !
Having obtained a correct knowledge of.
the way of salvation, and huving given|
credible evidence of the sincerity of his)
profession of faith in, and devolednessto))
the Saviour, he was, in 1839, bapuzed||
and admitted to the church. ‘The claims
of the heathen on other islands hcing‘
frequently urged upon the atention of the}!
church, led him, after a time, t0 oﬁ'e}!
himsclf as a teacher to some of their!
benighted tribes, and in 1842 hc was sen
with the brethren Turner, Nisbet, and
Heath, to "lanna, 10 be employed by them
in the commencement of the mission there.
About three, weeks after the brethren
landed on ‘T'anna, they ascertained thatike
teachers who had been left on the islnd
of Aneiteum, on a previous voyage of the
missionary vessel, had, on account of the;
difficulties with which they had hal @
contend, deserted their post on thatishd.
The subject of the present shetch, an:
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the brethiren and appointed to re-oceupy the
abandoned swation. On reaching Anci-
tenn, they found one of the teachers who
had left the work there, and preva’led
upon him to accompany them in making
#aother attempt to secure a station on that
istand, Lhiey succecded in settling among
the peoplc at the statien which had been
Jeft, and soen felt so secure us to be able
to commence building a house for them-
selves, and to make attempts at instruet-
ing the people.  But before the house was
finished, the islaud was visited by a very
severe epidemie, during which maay died,
and among them ane of the teachers und
his wite.  As the people of the land had
the superstitious notion that their own
sacred 1en and {orciguers, especially
foreign teachers, whom they regard as
sacred men, cause diseases, they assem-
bled with clubs and spears, for the pur-
puse of killing the suvvivors of the hule
mission Yamily, to_make what they call a
mourning feast.  In this instance the lives
of the teachers were saved by an iufiuen-
tial, lame, old chief, who had tormed an
atiachment to them. His house was not
far from that of’ the teackers; on hearing
the nuise of the majtitude: which had
asserabled, and being told of their inten-
tions, he immedisiely e.awled upon his
f|hands and knees to the teacher’s house,
fland prevented the deluded savages frem
{injuring thess.  ‘This old ehief died soon
afier this, #nd the lives of the teachers
were again threatened. But the Lord
again raised up a delivercr for them ia the
verson of a chief who had visited Samoa.
{Much did these devoted wen suffer fromn
fthe want of foud, and sickness, and from
‘fihe unkind and thicvish dispositions of the
{natives; and many were the instances in
;which their Jives were in imminent dan-
ilgér from the cause above mentioned, and
!
;
3

aisn from the desive of the people to gey
pessession of their little property ; butthe
Lined graciously delivered them in every
time of peril, and at length gave them
lavor among the people. By their perse-
vering efforts and consistent behaviour,
trey had so far guined the confidence and
goud wiif of the natives, that the depnta-
tion, when they visited them in 1845.
fund them living in a neat plastered
hotise, built by their own haads, and many
of the peaple attending school and public
iworship, ond also many of the heathen
jrasloms piving way.

{ “The subject of this brief notice

snother, were immediately selected by

occupied a conspicuous place in the scenes
and sevviees velerred to above,  Not only
was his own life often wonderfully pre-
sexved, but he was also instrumental in
saving the lives of others. Twice did he
save the_ life ot a chief who had often
tried to take away his own. The intu-
euce which he gained among the natives
hy his consistent and prudent conduct,
enabled hiprfo preserve the life of a fellow
teacher, whom, for some impropor conduct
towards thein, they had determined to kill.
And, at tie risk of his own life, he saved
the life of a woman who, on the death of
her husband, was, uzcording to their
custom on such un eveat. abont to Le
strangled. ..
¢ Having succceded ia establishing
themselves at one station, this enterprising
and zealous young man went with sucther
to the other side of the island, and at the
prineipal harbor, which has sivee become
ihe chief place of resort for the sandal
wood traders, commenced a second 3ttion.
Ilere they svon grined the -eonfidence of
tl ¢ people, and were very diligent in their
labors to instruet them in the great truths
of the gospel. At this station they also
erected, with their owu hands, 2 commo-
dious plaatercd house, which wius of g.eat
alue 1o om missionary brethren, Messrs
Geddic and Powell, on their first lending
at that station in 1848. In 1849, our

i zealeus young labarer returned to Samoa,

in the missionory vessely for further
instraction. % The brethren who had settled
the previous year on Aneilenm were very
unwilling to’part with bim, as his know-
ledge of the language and customs of the
people, and the influence which he had
ga:ned among them. as well as his consis-
tent andzealvus conduct and vseful talents,
rendered him a very valuable assistant to
them in their work. They earnesily
request that he be sent back as soon as
pussible. At present, he and his wife,—
for he has just been married,—are in our
Institntion at Maluva. But itis intended
that he retwrn 1o, the scenc of his former
labors at the New Hebrides.

“Such is a briet notice of the excelleut
and devoied young mwan whom we have
selecied, agreeably to the wishes of our
friends—a young wan in whom I tuke a
specizl interest, ashing among the first
{ruits of ty labors in Samoa, and who
hus given us so much satisfaction, and
maintained an unblemished character, and
labored devotadly under circmnstances-of
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greatperil and peculiariytrying temyptaiion.
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APPEAL FROM THE BOARD OF HOME
MISSIONS.

Dear Sip:— -

At the Jast meeting of the

Board of Home Missiens, a letter from

the Treasurer (in reply 10 one addressed

to him) was read, and after due consider-

ation it was agreed, that its purport, to-

gether with an appeal, suggested by its

coutents, should, without dclay, be sub-
mitted to the Church.

From the Treasurer’s letter it appeared
jthat afier deducting existing claims, the
balance in his hands, to the credit of the
Board would amount to £35 or £37.

This simple statement, the Board would
submit to the earnest aud prayerful con-
‘siderntion of the Church, as indicating a
neeessity for a more liberal and exterded
'supporl, than their operations have hither-
jto received.. It cannot be supposed, that
|a sysiem embracing sv many and varied
and important intercsts, can succeed with
resources 3o disproportionate.  Its objects
are not simply the conservation of acquis-
ition, but the employment of each sucess-
jive acquisition ia enlarging thie sphere of
operation, titl th: work is donc. .

Glancing at that sphete of operation,
hoth as 1o extent and objects, the smal
sum at the disposal of the Board bears uo
relation to what the Church reguires, and

Home SHlissions.

lieve, been sufficiently understond. View-|;
ed in Telation to existing destitution and
its influence npon the present, it fails ade-
quately to impress the mind; and itis a
remarkable fact, that till a comparatively
recent period, the crying necessities of the
strictly missionary grourd of Christian
lands, met with aless cordial hearing,
than the more remote, though not less
heart-rendiug wail of perishing heathen-
ism. From this blot Chrisanity is hap-
pily emancipating herself. While scan-
ning the claims of a world in sin, as these
rase before her, and giving to each its due
consideration, she regards the necessitous
around, (just because they are the neces-
sitous of her own bosom,) as involvieg a
darker stain and a deeper responsibility
jthan others; and wisely anticipating the
fearful effects of neglected and despised
{ want upon the doctrines of the church, as
well as the order of Socicty, she is culii
vating her moral and long neglected
wastes, with an energy which augurs well
for the fulure. Tt reguires no spirit of]
prophecy to forstell the result.

Lo this view «f duy, the Board would
desire to draw the attention of the church,
convinced that just.in proportion as it is
undrrsiood and _felf, Jiberal aud cordial
support will be afforded.

There is, to the unreflecting mind,
ysomething so perfectly commen place and

=

expoects 10 be dune.  Necessity for almost | uninteresting, in the idea of a Home
parsimonious care, in dJisbursing the [ mission, that it is scarcely citker in its
Fuuds, is forced upon them, by the very . gbjects or successes, dcemed worthy of
smallness of the sums entrusied 1o them, , thouaht ; and this, 100, by many who give
compared with their work; and by this 10 jis support. Scnding 2 minisier or
further consideration, that there is danger, probationer on a mission , aiding either tc
of being amin, as was the case not long j mzinain ordinances or 1o crect churches,
since, in deli to the Treasurer. A similat, or some (supposed) equally unmportan

;view of the Church, her numbers, c2pa-|maver, is considered as all ‘the Buard has
jbilities und past excrtions,certainly fuduce | 1, do: and as the measure, 100 frequently,
tLe belief that the low state of the Fund | of he church's responsibility in maintair-
is not the efiect of inability, and the Board , jng the sysiem. Were the dutics of thel
cousider it but just to the Church hersclf, | Board not more cnerous, still, the objects
’xhat an evil of such magnitude shonld not | canteruplated by thase dutics immezsara-;
jbe allowed to exist unchecked, Whenits iy exceed the estimate formmed by thel
l"cm‘“”! could he so casily sccured. In {church, judging at least by the sepponi
Ispeaking of this as an evi}, the Buard t2ke | received. 7
into consideration the urgent necessiies ! Viewed in their proper Neht, thes
jof the Chorch, and that porerly wiich 1S jnvolve the maintenzuce and exicnsmn ofy
the invaciable and necessary resuit of - ihe church of Christ, the happisess ofl
ifithfulness to the Redeemer. ; men, both 2s social and religious brings.d
i The effect of Hame Evangelization onand the glory of hic Redeenier, as presiy!
igeneral prospenty kus not, the Buard be- g dutics and objects. Bul, in thar 1u!|ﬁ
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bearing, they embrace the welfare of the
human family amid all changes and through
all times, and in this, as their ullimate
design, the honor of the head of the
charch, in the universal triumph of his
cospel. It is to this department that an
active christianity is now directing atten-
tion—not leaving other engagements un-
folfilled—fully alive 10 the dunger of
permitting such vast masses of ignorence
and sin to exist within and around, without
some clort commensurate with: the dauger
threatened, and the responsibility involved.

Ta aid in this work, in their limited

sphere, and with their small means, is the

if, 10 lay broad and deep the basis of social |
order, if to promote the grand work of

ﬁaxlsnding the Savionr’s kingdam, if 1o be,
instrumental in human salvation, be small ;

matters. then are the labars of the Board |
apd all similar organizations of trifling
Usecount : and the responsibility of the
lehurch meraly a nawme.

‘ Apart, altogether, from high spiritual;
'leﬂbrts of Home Missionary entecprisc,
) )lbe history of neglxt is the history of;

\desolation. W hence, it may be asked, the,
.} #desolations of many generations,™ which |

have brooded over churchies nnce famous
'ia the annals of Zion? Wheace the
anarchy and crushing despotisn_of thic
present day, and the failing of men’s
lhearts for fear? Whence, but frnm!
'the want of thet deep moral under;
carrent, which it is the design  of,
Home operations to propagate and main-}
uin, and which, by neglect, has been
diveried to other lands, causing them to,
!blossnm as the rese? The question,
“i:dccd. may be triamphantly asked, where, |
throoghont the whole earth, is man mest,
‘like what his master designed him to bel;
.;And the answer furces itself upon 1hey
- efiscting mind, with the power of demon-;
‘stration, where the Gospel is fearlessly pro-,
' deimed in tie congregalion of ike Saints,
i%exd s liberty and hifc giving truths find
| 2SS Lo the harels of wrelchedness, and the
~deunts of crims, This seems to be they
lmission of Christianity at lfome, at the |

;. resent day, and resolutely is she girding
~ lop her luins for the work.

] .
i Turning to our owa church, her duty
Co0g A 9 vne -
;:as the measase of her responsibility, not
_bucly 10 sustain a precarions existence,
! Eibnuo iafusz new vigor imo the wholc!
isysiem, by that carnest and pravesiul re-
; iéi'nd, and ungrudging Jiberality, which:

——
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privilege and purpose of the Buard, and |

will show 2 desire to render to God accor-
ding to all his beuefits.

But the Board wonld remark, that not
merely the nxture of the work, but the
means of success has been either overlook-
ed or misundertood.

In the Church there exists no organiza-
tion, or system, calculated to ensure stated
and adequate returns, and the same remark
is applicable to other objects’cantemplated
by the Churelr. Amorg professing chris-
tians, there is a3 little of system or order
in giving. ‘This, however. is owing to
nexlect of the command of the Redeemer.
To meet constantly returning want, He
enjuins, that,—noi st loag intervals,—not
at random, not under mere excitement, nor
when the Church announces a public col-
lection, but regularly, punctuaily and con-
scientiously ; and in propornion as God has
been kind 1o his peop e, should they lay
bye them and consecrate what is thus laid
bye t0 the service of God,—sucred against
tic sclfishness of the heatt. A fund thes
consecrated, would be aficays ready 10> meet
current unecessities aand claims, and once
given to God, feelings which would other-
wise interfere and obsiract, an acf of jus-
ticr, would find no place. Till Christian
aiving be regulated by this simple, serip-
tral plan, it will alwavs be desultory in
its aperation and unsatisfactory in its re-
sults. That it will fail in amourt, may

e safely affirmed.

What proportion cach should give. the
Board do nut pretend to say. Bot tha
there should be a proportion, the result of
caleulation, is perfectly plain,—itisas 2
man finds that God has been kind to him.
s Freely ye have teceived, ficely give.”

Reaarding the difficulty of forming an
estimate, the Board are of opivion, that it
is more in namie than vealily, especially
where men act upon the common-sease
principle of balancing their accounts an-
nually  \When there is an ohject to gain,
ar when the law of the Iand interferes, an
estimate at least approximating the truth,
is obtained, and why should selfinterest,
or human law possess an influcnce saper-
ior to Divine Authority.

Another objection often nrged, is the
want of money. The remedy isas vasy as
the answer.  Men ir general can find ways
and means of convorting preduce into cash
for temporal purpose, and why not for
this. Where is the hinding influence oft
the Sasiour’s injunction, at least in iis
spirit,  First the kingdom of God.” As
1 the remzdy, I it be o teath or a tewea-

i
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jtieth or a thinticth, of what Goa has given | o mest ail well-founded  clanas,
lus, let it be ¢ laid bye,” suld for what it | treasury would have lomg sinee been empy;.
jywill bring, and the proceads cast jnto the, and, lovking to the future, they feul llx(,:::
liousc hold treasury, to be apjiropriated as, impropriety of leaving themsulves atoge-
jeircumstances may require. A vast - ther destitute. At Just meetinga very |
jerease would soon munifest itself in the | urgent aud strong ‘claim was} pustpored, |
cactivity of the Church’s operauians. + in part, on this very ground. )
It is) @[ matter (:t' deep i{nport. how far, .-l\’s s:iiuatcd, 1!:3 Hoard teel that_their
professing Christians wbey this command, | work cannut be done in such a ninner ag
‘ot merely iu relation to the schemes of ' to meet cither abounding claims or e,
: e ex obligatious of’ the church; and they .
wie Church, but as a test of the exteut and d‘ ligatiov lf the church; and they conts-,
power of correct views and Teelings.— denily apueal to her men.bers 1o exumine
Giving should bo the result of enquiry,— , well the future influence of the Board's
regulaied by the relutive imporiance of , vperations upon the svetal and relygious.,
objects and their claims 2t the time, and _stite of the laud, S0 as 10 ascertun from .
flowing from a desire iqdo sil duty, and | the hiswry of siilar organizations ; and 1o s
to the best purpose. It is however ofien , exaumine, with equal care, and, wiere,
the effect of predeliction, or dislike, or required, tv rewse the whole system oi .
fits and stavis of excitewent, or an an- | giving, Doth as to amount, and nzaser of «
;aounced collection, aud hence the result, | layeng aside, zud the buard will be coment.;
ur:r;eul. ap{u:,lalsi slow und limited returus, . to nit:ldc ihel:_ssucl,. ;xsurcd that it wii
1laud crippied plans. jexceed anything hitherto seca in thar
He who repards his giving as Zenero- , expericice, -and, produce;a corresponding
Iencz will be stow 10 give, and his givings | ellect cpon ail the schemes of the chusch.
will be sinall; while he who regards it; The Beard then appeal 10 the mensberss
as an act of justice, aud as a return, how- |, of the chureh, aul dicy appeal 1o ther,
ever inadequate, for all that God has beethren, whewr shey represent in this.
conforred upon him, will give as God has , work, 1o put at their dispesal the meansol |
prospered him,—will give cheerfully,—  fulfilling the ends of et wppomnument.
will not withhold Il what he owes to{ They leave the casse i thewr hauds
- AR A . . e
God is asked at Jus hand; he will give | trusting that the'rebresentation row made,:
wx'thoul waiting appeals. | will ke met iu such a spizit 2s will wesufv
These views the Buurd feel constrained , that energy seeks bat 1 proper cajeet and
to urge, in connection with their work, | direction, 10accompish ail ibat s sequared.
zod the siate of their fends.  Were they | By ardes, of the Board, i
Woai WCsroocn, Secars.

. i
Miscellancous. i

TRACT No. 1. Examine the stateTof the church, and ,
- S i see wha striking anomalies exist i regard”;
THE MINIMUM STIPEND TC BE| 1o pasioral remunersion.  That i:u;mn-‘

N e . ot
ADIED AT, tant duty would appear to be detenmincdy
AND HOW IT MAY BE KEALISED. by no calightened christian prmeiple, but.:

: . - .. rby.ho merest caprice.  1lence thedispar- |

Ir the evils of an ill-supported minisiry 1ty of supends, and the inadequate mmis- ;
be of the number and magaitude described | terial support which led the Synud_to ap-..
in Jast paper, necessity is laid on the i tis committee.  In many o
Charch, if she wonld fulfil her duty and jStrong and wealtiy congregtions g,
Interest o sce that n'remcdg be forthwitlt | joss i getuel amount than vihiers, who, as,
applied wherever it is required ; and that | vanards weaith and snembers, are miuch |
a remedy is within her reach. will be ap- | \reaker; in numerous instances strong and,,
parent, 1t we can show that the present. wealthy congregations pay only same L12,
antoward state of things docs not resully or £29 above the amount whici: the min,
from any inability on the partof the greal, ;g0 o Fsuppiemented congrsgations v
najotity of eur congregations, but that} o0 "qud 1n a0t @ few cases strong 2ad
:i.:lcen wh:re avility is greatcst, the €ases| oaliny congresations keop their pasior.!
3 worst. — Y
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(1t may be the father of a numerous fam- | quired to enable ministers to support their!|
1iy) on a very limited stipend, while they | status in society, with credit to their pm-l}
jare giving 10 charitable and benevolent ! fession und comfort to their fumilies; and*
4objects an amount equal to the haif oveven fur notling which our churches would nea !
the whole of his saiary. See, too, con- 3 once give if they ounly saw clearly that
grogatices sble, without any difficulty, to! it is necessary.  But many of them see it
pay an origiaal supend of £120 or .£150 i not. Lo many persors it is quite a mys-
fj2zsides sue 100 or £110 to an assist- | tery how ministers contrive to spemd a
want, caully propusing to the assistant, on X L1060, ard no wender. 'They have, per-
fiis sucereding to the full chiarge, that his | haps, brought up a family on the fourth
gpemnanent charge should actually be fess | part of it, and never reflected how differ-
pithza the origina! stipend. Some winisiers jent the minister’s station, and consequent-!
jwe Kaow hane properly refused such a ly hisexpenditere is from theirs.  Letthe
*;pa:s:munious arrungement, while others ! subject only be fairly brought before them,
gaave avquicsed. See, also, congregations, j and it cannot te doubted but that the rem-
gonee weak and struggling, become numer- | edy will be applied. For who will say

jjuus aiad influential, and yet continue, with-
yout any upparcut shame, to give their
dpasior so_iucrease of salary, for his in-
qzrezse of Jubor and respunsidility.  See,
4egum, how mauy congregations by thelr
jlown exertions, and how many more in
couneciion with the aid of others, have
abeen enubied io :ar off a heary debt,
-yand yet their mimsiers have enjuyed no
jaugmeatadon.  But it is not only 1n such
acases thut greater ability is clearly

q%ed than is put forth. . Who that knows
yie state of the United DPresbyterian
Church, and has marked the deveiopement
of her resources, car docbt for 2 moment
Jitshe could do far greater things for
sministers than she has ever done? “Think
1of what is dune by our supplemented con-
gregutions.  Liven the poorest of them
give anaverage amount for the support of
mospel ordinances fur beyond what is
gi.cu by the Church at large. ‘{hink,
again, what has been achieved for mis-
Not 3any years ago the liberality
of vur church fur this important abject,
famouticd o oly @ oo thousand pounds!
;1but by a zealous and well directed agency
ishe has been aroused, and year by yeur
her contributions have increased, tiil they
ard now upwrards of scventeers hundred

“
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that it is either seemly or christian that a
minister, without a2dequate means, should!
be necessitated to live cna par with these!
who have them.  Isihe necessity denied
Why, his very office imposes the neces-
sity! A judge and his fomily may be
kept alive on the same amount as a turn-
key and his funily subsist upon—a factor
on the sume as a ploughman, and so may
a minister and his family, on the same gs
a mechanic and his family ; but were a
minister commencing to dress ané live in
the style of a mechunic, an immediate out-
cry would be raised by his people.

What then should be the minimum sti-
pend?—The Synod in their resolutions
lust May, gave their opinion that it sheuld
be L£150,and the following considerations
will show they have not gone too high:—

1. The compeers of our ministers, or
these who passcd through a similar course
of study, are in the great mmjority of iu-
stances realising ut least £150 a-year.—
Some of them have betaken themselves to
one professivn, some to anvther. Some
are physicians, others lawyers; somc are
connected with the educational institutions
of the country, others with the newspa-
per press; some are following literature
as a profession. others are engaged in bu-

thousm:d pounds?? And yet she is oot}
enfecbled by her exeriivns. 1t is uot,
_piben the inability of the church,” but a
;i_cold stercotyped indifference, overspread-
4jing her like a leprosy, which proves the
" jgred obsiructive cause.  She has but
ifr.m‘.:ly 10 wiil 2 loftier standard of givin
asd the thing is accomplished. .

We are uot of those whu would blindly
advocate afiuence for the pasterate, or
atecklossly charge the people with ingrat-
- j¥ade. o pleading for a greaily increascd
- jAteof ministerial remuneration, we plead

for nothing beyoud what is absolutcly re-
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;incume isnot at least £150 a-year?—!

siness; but there are” comparatively few
of them earning less than £150 a-year.—
Now, the work of 2 ministcr is of as high
and intellectual a kind, and quite as labor-'
ious, harrassing, and responsible as theirs, |
Justice, therefore, demands that he si:cuid’
be equally well remunerated. i

1. 'This sum required by these who!
vccupy the same station in society as our
ministers arc cxpected to do. 'Where is
the merchant, manufacturer, lawver, phy-!
sician, or retired gentleman, moving int
the same sphere as the’, minister, whose)




MISSIONARY REGISTER. (February |

)

| How then should the minister be able to I's2lves of the impression that it is too hizh, |
. live on loss than they? For every article [and may feel confinmed in this impression |’
jof provision, f-r every suit of clothes, fo1 ' by the fact that ministers themselves have '
jievery piece of farniture, for every act of ; not much complained of inadequate remu.
.survice, he is charged as high as they, 'neration. While this is true, it will not!
(;and payment is as certainiy expected from ;dispiove the fact of the inadequacy of the’
imim as from them, and no special provi- remuneration; but it does prove how
;dence is exercised to multiply his fued i unjust the ery is that this scheine has beey
like the widow's vil, or to prevent as in | got up at the instigation, and proseouted'i
.Xsrael's case in the wilderness, his gur—'uuder the auspices of ministers. No.»
.meats from growing old. . They have endured harduess patiently. i
i HE The Free Church hus fixed her mi-! But let us not stppose that they do not.
jnimum a¢ £150, and though, from a va-| feel, and feel keenly, that great”injustice!
jriety of circumstances, she has not yet|is done them, and let us not make their’
,attained it, still the sum which ministers silence under privations a plea for contin.'|
;receive from the sustentation fund is great- | uing the systeni by which that privation'!
.Jy beyond what a lurge porticn of ours’ is loflicted. If we knew the numher of !
.. teceive. Besides a lurge number of them | those that have had their life embitered |
get a very considerable supplement in ad-! by pecuniary difficulties, we would ot
dition to this from their own congrega-! rest till every stipend was at Jeast £150,
:tions, $0 that even now her ministers are! Look 1o those who have had that sum. |
jy much better remunerated than ours. Have they amassed wealth, or have they !
i IV, Tie minimum in the !Sstnblxgincil not had enough 10 do, even when charge. !
;Church of Scotland is £150, besides able with no want of economy, o make’
j mansz and glebe,—the Legislature having | income and expenditure square?  Still it'
}

' !
’ determined that such a swin is the Jowest/ may be said, it would bo dangerons, !
<1191 which a minister can, with any degree irasmuch as it would lure worldly mea |
;jof comfort, subsist; and whilst all estab-}into the ministry. The guestion, how.'|
j{lishments have been denounced as most! ever, is nof, what will be the consequencrt'}
s unrighteous in principle, and some of them® but what is just? “We are not to do |
as mnost oppressive in expensiveness, the|evil, that good wmay come.’””  And is there’
guarantecd amount in the: Scottish one has; no danger, cn the ather side. that if min-'
never beea objected to-as more than 3uﬂi—1 isters are under paid, as they have been,!
cient. Whatls requisite for the comfort-! many of the more talented men will betake
able subsisicnce of the ministers of the  themselves fo ather professions, and that'
Established Church, must be requisite for! these who do not enter will feel chilled i
the comfortable subsisteace of the United | spirit bv pecuniary hardships, do their"
Presbyterian ministers. I'work less hearttily, and sonsequemly less’!
. eflicienly? Besides, the idea is il
W= come now to the sccond enquiry.— | founded.  When a banker wants great
How is this minimum to bz realised? We ! fidelity in his clerk, does he put himon 2!
answer, hcfore this cau be a~complished!fow salary? When a werchoat wants'|
there must be enlightened couviction of} great cnergy in his men, docs he pay themn'l
its nccessity—enlarged, especizlly propor- | niggardly U “IF we sow sparingly, :ve'.'
tionate, liberality—firm confidence in the | shail reap sparingly.”” Al very good,
goodness of our cause. _ {yousay; but yon still thiuk the less that'l
J. Enlightened conviction of its necessity. | issaid abont minister's stipends thebetten?'!
People must be convineed that this sum is! But why? Have not ministers susary!l
really due and required before tley will| rights, as well as other men have? I
consent to give it, and this will take both} not theie claim to remunesation, and 3¢
time and teaching. There are maany pre-| fair remuncraiion, for their services, os
judices against a move liberal rate of min- | just 2s that of auy oiher labarer?
isterial remunerstics, some sincerely en-!  Bui others say that ministers shouldnot’
ieriained, others springing from pure sel-' be greedy of Rlthy lucre ; that they are |
fishness, and these must be fuitly me: and| expressly and repeatedly eautinacd by
dispased of before our object can be uaized. ) their master against this.  But :noney!
However reasonable this minimum 12ay | fairly carned in the service of the church!
have been showa to be, it'is S0 much; is pot filthy lucre, but righteous reward:!
greater than we have bzen accastomed to, | anil surely they fay claim what they have}
that many may feel unableto divest thewe-, righteously’ won Without the imputation ofi

b
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being greedy or heing over fund of money. lThon that procluimest a minister should;
The were fact that it is a larger sum than | make sacrifices for Christ, dost thou con-;
they have been accustomed to receive, !tent theyself with giving the widow's,
carmot subject them to this imputation ; | mite? }
for greed consists not in the largeness! II. Enlarged, especiaily proportionate,
of the sum, but in the eagerness with liberality.—'Think at present what injury|
which it is soughbt, and the abject for, is done to the church, what injustice 1o}
which it is sought. We do not suy of a; fellow-members, by the neglect of liberal
workman who refuses to accept of ill-paid , and proportionate giving.  Church door
work when he can get well paid, that he , cullections are in general the great sourcel
isactuated by a spirit of greed; and why, ; of revenue. There the members deposit|
then, charge a minister with that spirit; their freewill offerings. And what same-|
who asks simply for the salaty to which , ness do these present!  Analmost univer- |
his taleuts entitle him, though that salary | sal copper color. Tt is patent w0 21l men
should be greatly higher than i e has been | thut God hath very d.versely prospered the;
sccustomed to receive? Still it is said ; members of our different congregations.
that ministers should exercise self-denial | Do not justice and gratitude alike demand
as directed by their Lord. So they ought. | then, that in the offerings there should re-
But the self-denial must ba free not forced. | gularly be the sixpence, shilling. kalf-crown:
If they are necessitated to live and labor j (and in many instances) crown and sover-
vithout adequate support from the peuple , eign, as weil us the penny?  If the poor;
uf their charge, thatis not self~denial for | give of their limited meaus, the wealthyy
Jthe cause of Christ, but self-sacrifice 10, ought 10 give accurding to their abund-
. Jthe prejudices or parsimony of their pevple , auce. “The leaven which must Jeaven the
. jflatihem have just and ample remunera-, whole chureh is obedicnce to the apostglie;
. ‘ftion for their services, .and then look for ; injunction,—* Tpon the first day of the;
" Jihe exercise of suif-denial from them out | week let every one of you luy by him in;
iof wiiat they have thus righieously exrued ; store as God hath prespered lnm.”*  This,
fr thamseltes.  And let us not forget, ; injunction is as equitable os it is seriptural.
Tihat if they had chosen to follow anuther | Jt enjuins that all should give, that all,
profession,they had the prospect of. greatly | should give systematically, that all should;
superior jucomes.  Are not many minis- | give praportionally. |
ter’s sons, who never spemt half the time ! All should give. Every.member of they
J{or money on their education for business ; church is bound 1o honor the Lord with;
* ithaf thei, fathers did on theirs for the pul-, is substance, and willingly to contzibute,
{0it,in the enjoyment of fas larger salaries ; for the support of gospel vrdinzuces. Bnt;
“han sheir fathers, and have they not been | by the wajmity of members this duty, inj
fsofromihe day their apprenticeship clased ; its true degree of importance, is overlook-
Jorin the coursg of a year after itsexpiry? fed; its claim forras no part of their esti-}
10r if winisiers had chosen 10 renvunce . mated expenditure; and no aunxiety isi
_ Jieit principles and go over to a better ; manifested for its propzr discharges in
islaried church, as many of them have | fact, it has well nigh ceased to be a hiving
- {been urged to do, had they not the pros- j actire punciple, aid dwindled down to 2
ifpeet of duuble or triple the stipend they ; matier of meve custom.
Jounld hope for in ours?  Qur ministers | Ailshonld give sytematically. Every-
have all along heen exercising self.denizl, | thing depends on meTHOD, and in this
aod ‘even sacrificing themselves, ard they . inztter God himself enjoius. 1. Determine
will still have pleoty of room for szlf-de- ;thcn to give weekly, and-what amoant yor
aial although their stipends were as much | are to give, aad let it be a work of con-
- Hlinczeased us propused.. science.  Your occasional abseuco -from
But is it'reasonable that all the self-de- | public ordinances must not be made 2 plex
wial should be on their part? How runs ; to rob the church.  You may either.send
our Lord’s deliversnce un the poim? ¢ If | the uinount or add it 10 your usual contri=
any man will come after me let him deny | butiun the next opportunity of.taking your
himeelf.? Thou therefurz that teachest | place in in the house of prayer. Nothing
another, teachest thou not thyself? ‘Thou ;is now oere conmon than for ncmbers
it sayest a miaister should not be covet- ; #of to make up their contributions for the
“ils, art thun niggardly?!  Than that {times they are.absent; se common, that itis
preachest 2 minister should deny himself, | scarcely lcuked un as sinful. Thisis owing:
' dest thou withliold ore than 1s.meet?— ;10 its being regarded more as.a mattor of
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castom than as the performance of a sol-
emn duty, and the excrcise of a sacred
privileze. Syme congregations have
recourse 1o half-yearly or yearly subserip-
tions to mest cxpenditure, or to make up
deficiencies. This is a most irritating,
disheartening, and hurtful practice. Why
not do it weekly? 1f an individual knows
that he will have to give £2 or £3 of a
subscription yearly, would'it nat be more
simple, and scriptural, to give an additional
shilling v;eekly ? and wonld not his liber-
ality in this way bz more beneficial to the
church, and comfortablejto himself 7 Be-
sides, there would be then no keeping
back of the stipend weeks and months after
it is due, a practiee by which in many
congregations an inadequate stipend 1is
randerad less valuable, and the annoyance
cf the minister greatly increased.

All should give proportionately. Pro-
portionate piving is the solemn duty of
every individual ; and proportionate giving
among the memhers of cach congregation
according 1o their respective means, i as
truly a righteous and incumbent duty.
Bat such is not the present practice. The
very reverse is the fact. The poor give
in proportion the most ; the rich, least.

This is the most important, but the
most neglected duty connected with the
support of gospel ordinances. But we
forbear to enter upon its consideratton,
seeing it will form the subject of a future
paper. We only remark that it is the
sheet anchor of our hope: and-were it
practised, we feel assured of complete
success. :

111. Firm confiderncein the goodness of
our cause.—It has ofien been remarked,
that no one had ever occasion to rue his
liberality in religious matters; for to
every duty is annexed a promise, even to
the giving of a cup of celd water. And
though the acling out of proportionate
liberzlity involve considerable additional
giving, it is on the part of those who can
well: afford it ; and even had it called for
sacrifices instead of proportionate sub-
seription, they would.scarcely have reason
to complain, having voluntarily subseribed
to the -ancient and unalterable test of
christian membership, — * Whoso for-
saketh notall that he hath cannot be my
disciple s and having professed their
acquiescence in the truth of the saying,—
*.Jt js more blessed to give than to re-
ceive;’ and having taker on them the name
of “Him who was.rich, yet for our sakes
becaume poor.” Our religion requires in

us self-denial as an essential grace, and atlf
the same time FAITH in our Lovd’s’ decla.
ration,—that we will get an hondred fuld?
for all that we give up for God. Were!!
this belicved. would there be any difficalty!"
in sparing the sum required? Were 'l"
banker on earth, on whase stability:
reliance cvould be placed, to offer such 2
per centage, would not*each"member have
a much larger™sum in his hands than heis
required to give as his proportion to the
church? And is God’e eredit worse than
the richest banker’s on earth? Tt is want
of faith inthe Almiahty’s stability. in the
faithfulness of the God of Truth, that lies!
at the ront of all aur parsimonious giving.
If we trusted him as much.as we do the
wealthy of the land, *there would be no
difficulty in raising funds t> any extent fory.
religions purposes, and soon there wouldf,
be no complaining of povertv. That
seripture wounld be fulfilled,—*Honor the|
Lord with thy substance, and with thel:
first froits of all thine increase; so shall|i
thy barns be filled with plenty, and thyl!
presses burst forth with new wine.” !

We must now draw this paper to aif
close. We have seen what should be the”
minirsum, and how it should he rased. |l
One vemark remains. It is sugzested by |!
the heading of this article,—*The )nini-‘(
mum tobe aimedat.”” It would neverdote
enforce it by Synodicall authority, and it ,;
wonld be vain to expect our congregatiuns|!
10 come up 1o it all at once. They must il
be enlightened, and exhorted on the subject. s
and the great majority will gradually, andj)
we hope rapidly, auain it. Inthe caseji
of some it counld never, perhaps, be cx-li
pected ; but if the comparatively strang
would first do their duty to themselves,
they would next dv generously o their
weak brethren.  If onee it were senerally
seen that it is absolately necessary for 3
minister to have £150 before he can Jive
with much comfort, or discharze his duty
with full efficiency, there would uot long
be any stipend in the United Presbyterian
Church, vnder that sum. .

We know what great things the ehurch},
has doue fur missions, and we fear not she
will yet do great thingsfor her pasters.
And be it remembered that everv approx-
jmation. to the minimum of £150 will
confer great benefit on the minisiers. £130
or £130 will be reckoned a great hooain
camparison with £100. Lat individuals

and i i

congregations, then, - immediately
bastir themselves and commence the
work. Let no member longer defer 10
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give: his just proportion *as God has pros- may not have done s6.  Neither let any
pred him,” because his fillow members wait %ill it can accomplish ali that is
gy not be doing so. Proportionate desired. Any advance is praiseworthy
siving is individual duty, and each nust compared with no advinee; und every
mswer for himself. And let no congre- advance will be most beneficial to the

ation. defer to give increase hecause others pastor, and certainly blessed to the people.‘

Notises, .

-~ -

.

Wz have gent & number of conies of the ©% The Theological Semimary of the!
Iouary and ebruary Nosl of the Ragister  Preshyterian  Chuveh of Nova Scotia will
ihose who Have hesnaating as Agents last ' aopen at West River on Welnesday &rd
sarsud requested that they wounld deliver ' March at 11 a. m., 1t i3 hoped that all |
e, to those who paiid for the present year, stuleats who design to attend this session !'
nlthat they would vreturn to the office what | will be furward on the duy of opening, and
mnatnexlel.  We woull now urge upon | prepavad to present the Preshyterial cortifi-
Tito furward their orders and pryment forcate of thelr character anl standing ;—
fepresent yeur immelintely, as aftec tho ggracably to s standing order of the Board
pueat month, With the exseption of the | of Superiutenden-e.
sumber allowed to cach minister, and for W M’ Cery, Convener.
.;;;gtri.bilt}o:x gn destitute luealities, noae will {  ANOTHER VACANGY.—At & meeting of the
putlishe ! abore what is orderel. Weo proghytery of Pictou held at Tatamugouche'
2ust aiso insist tiat pryment be forwarded | oy the 813t December last, the Rev. Robepts
madrance. We rezret tosay that in some | Biackwood’s demission of the charge of the

’;h:-:‘fes 1“'3;9“’0 ordgrs were “03'3;"“‘,1 for the , congregation of Tatamagouche and New An-
o ornardot. . This hog pande the balugeg | T, Tor some fiwe bofure the Passbytery
W] wWar . s an $ i

b . wasg accapted and his pastoral relation to it
ginst the Register for Jast year greater! giegolved. P "

'ﬁ‘;‘iln ifl sht;nlg il}:i ‘;):er; . and t}:e cz;nscquctnt i Carr—At the same mesting o call from .
sun upon th 3 02 the church greater the congregntion of Mabou & Port Hood was |
2anits conducters desired.  In our present  1aid upon the table of Presbytery, which had
So,, our seaders will find a wood cut repre- | come out unanimow.iy in favor of the Rer.
satation of the mission premises. Thiswill ! James Waddell of River John. The Revr-
g_a.l*:nnec greatly the y:d’uc of the rresent | Jomes Bayne was appointed to preach at
e, and MY occason an cstraorflumry y River John and intimate this to that congre-'
sand. This consideration, nlong with the | ¢ytion and summon them to appear for their |
tweting fact that the January issueis nm\'i interest at the meeting of Preshytery to be!

shausted, while orders centinne to came d at New Glaszow on the 28th Janua
breard, hiag induced us to print 290 copies {held at 1 e o >

sonatfor I AMOX SCEIVED BY TREASURER
R or February Fom.20th.Dos.. (o 20th Jan. 1850,
- X.B.—Agents who have not sold, and 850+ 4 pONESTIC MISSTONS. | )
hre no jmmedinte prospect of sale for the| 75 o D ot & Winds
ufrs Nos. sent last mouth, will ablige by an | V3% =" fom t?wpor indsor £4 310
fmeliate retarn of the samo to the general e ART FGxD.
s ) Jan. 2—From Glenelg, St, Marys, 115 0
& The Committes of the Presbytery of __ FOREIGN MISSION..
Beton for the Superintendance of Students | I3 12;13{:111@1}:&13::{1::3 >Figh 00
¥ Philosophy will mect ot the Hall, West cois. per J. o Y -
Biver, on Tuesday, 2nd Maveh, at 11 o’clock 9 Rov ron“sésu-:n. He.2 0 0
im. Thos dents residing within the 900 27— ey P. G, McGrigor. Hx., 2

ose students residing t Rev J: McCurdy, Mivamichi, 2 5 0

wnds of the Preshyytery purnosing to aitend v Hlefurdy, o lramichs, =

» Chrses at the cnsuing session. are Portanique for 1851, 8 94,

i y oo . 1852, £15, 1 13 9§t
Pt S SN I o SR R £
:‘:;qe‘ firat time ave required to attend for ;;l{e\‘(}E.;\I}gzéen Mabon (1)1g g

i 1 ine 1 Aid y A y
mtxon in order to their being certified. Alex. Thompson, Antigenish, 1 0 0
A special meeting of the Bowd of 20—Rev R. S. Patterson, Be-
Danestic missions will take place at Shuben- deque, P.E.I,N.S.car,, 1 6 0 3
#sdie on 3rd February at 11¢’clock, & m. .James McKinlay, Agent, S 5 O
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Tuy Recording Sec. of the Micmac Mis-
sion acknowledges with thanks the rezeipt of
Four Pounds and fiveshillings from the Con-
gregation of West River, through Rev. James
RRos3, in behalf of the Mission.

Alse, the sum of Three Pounds, from a
fricnd to the Mission, in Prince Strect con-
gregation, through the Rev James Bayne,

Advertisement.
FOREIGN- MISSIONARY WANTED.
The Board »t Foreign Missions having been

Murdoch, .8mith, McCulloch, -Christie, Mc
Gregor; Cameron; Watscn, Allan, Sedgewick,
respective Scssious. Secrefary.—Rev. Wm.
MecCulloch.

Boardof Foreign Missions—Rev. Messrs
Baxter, Keir, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Waddell,
G. Patterson, and Messrs. Ebenezer Mc Leod
and Daniel Cameron of West River ; Alexr.
Fraser of New Glasgow and John Yorston
of Pictou. Corresponding Secretary.—Rov.
James Bayne.

Seminary Board.—The Professors, ex. of-
ficio,—Rev. Messra. MecCuilloch, Bayne,
Christie, McGilvery, Watson, G. Patterson,
end Messrs Daniel Cameron and James Mc
Gregor.. Mr M¢Culloch, Convener. RevJ.
Buyne, Secretary.

Educational Board.—Rev. Messrs, Mur-
doch, Smith, McGregor, Campbell, Ross,:
Bayne, and Messrs. Abram Patterson, Japes
Dawson, James D¢ Wolf Fraser, Esq., Char-
les 'D. Hunter £3q., Adam BDickie, eIsaac
Logan, John D. Chiistie, James McGregor
and John Yorston. Ex-officio Members.—
The Moderator and Clerk of Synod for the
timobeing. Rev. James Bayne;s—Secretary.
. Comniitiee of Bills and Quertures.~—Rev.
Messrs Byyne, Roy and McGilvery, and Mr
James McGregor, Rev J. Bayne Convener.

Commiltlee of Correspondence with Evan-
gelical Churches—~ Rev BMessrs, Patterson,
Walker, and Bayne. Mr Pattersen Coner.

‘Géneral Treasurer for all Synodical
Funds,—Abraham Patterson, Esq., Pictou.

Receivers of Foreign Mission Coufrilu-
tions~—Jemes MeCallum, Esq. P. E, L., and
Mr: Robert Smith, Merchant; Truro.

Receizers of Goods. for- the Mission,—
Mcears. John $nid Janics Yorstcn, Picton. |

Dy

: < die:— . !
directed by the Syncd to endeavor to secure‘ AW, & i
the servsiﬁes of another Missicnary tq labor Com;?;ﬂ,ﬁil;? m. S. Copeland Me- 0 1 0,
in the South Scas, are now prepared tore-{ ‘. S ’ Lo i
ceive applications tin' that service from min- :: i}gﬁg::‘?kpg:: l}l;onusho g ;.' g.!
isters.or licentiates of the Church in Nova| o Gjtiste Ac MeIntosh 0 io
Scotia, or the United Presbyterian Chureh in Mis, IICoiliz Usper scttlement M.R. 0 : 0
Scatland, or its branches in the Colonics.— .‘lam.e;; Melean g'pe:cher from ehile Y
Applicaticns to hedirected to the Rev. James | ™" & rineville and Church.
Bayne, Pictou, the §ecwtm~y of the Board. ville, Ea.st!,) m“?m,’ . 1 47

BOARDS AND CoMMITIERs. | Fomily Missionary Box, Bicten 0 50
Board of Home Missions.—Rev, Messrs. |  Jpors olass,’ P TR 9 4

E. Ross, with the Presbytery Elder of their |:

t NOTICE.

Orders for the Reglater for 1852, should
be forwarded immedintely, to Mr. Jumes e
Kinlay, Picton, who haa bevn appointed Gen.
eral; Agent for the Register. i

Z The collection recently taken in Prince;)
Street Church for the benefit of the Sahhat) !
School meeting there nmounted to £7 8s 44, q

j
i

Mrs. Bayne gtatefully acknowlelyes thc"f
receipt of the following sums in aid of the.

fund for educating Miss Charlotte Ann Ged. |

|

FORMS OF BEQUESIS.

Persons desirons of bequeathing property,
real or personal, for the advancement of Ed-
ucation generally, in connection with the
Presbyterian  Churchiof Nova Scotiz, am |
requested to leave it to *‘The Educational:
Board of 1he Presbyterian Church of ;\’ova?)
Szotia.”” this being the Synod’s incorporated I',
body for- holding all funds intrusted to its|
management, for all edvcational purposes, -
Classical, Philcsophical and Theological. i

Idevise and begueath to < The Educational
Board of the Presbyterian Church of Nova;
Scotia,” the sum of [If in land, des-!
caribe it.  If in money, nawme tho time when|
itis to Le paid. If persons wish to state,
their object more definitely, they may do sof
thus:) - I begueath lo **The Fducational
Board of the Prsbyterian Church of Aora
Scotia, the sum of {0 be appliel for ire
support of the Synod’s Theological Semin-
ary, {or] in aid of young uica studying for
| the mintsiry, as the Synod may direct; {or}
Jor the Theologital Professorship Fund.
~  Becareful to usc the proper designaticn of
the Board, 08 above.

FOR RELIGIOTS OR MISSIONARY PURTOSFS.

I herely Lequeath the sum of  Poundslo
my Execuior {or tosume other peraons in
whom Testator ias confidencee] o be appiied
in aid of the funds of the Bourd of Forcign
Missions of the Presbyierian Church of]
Nova Sceiia. [Qr] in aid of the funds of
Board of Home Missions, {or] (o assis| the
congregalion of  in erccling a place of
worship.

In this vy, the bequest may he varied or
divided to meet the wishes of the Testater.




