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MR. JOHNSTON’S JOURNAL,

OF A VOYAGR FROM MELBOURNE TO ANEI-
TEUN, KEPT ON BOARD THE SCHOONER
“yisTULA.”

Monday morning, April 2nd.—After
prayer, in which the Rev. J. P. Sun-
deriand, R. Hamilton, and A. M. Ram-
eny took part, we took an affectionate
farewell of our kind hostess, and the
family. The Rev. gentlemen named
above sccompanied us to the ship,
where we with full hearts took a last
farewell of those from whom we had
received so much kindness, attention,
and favor, in a strange land. Not
until the next morning, did the ship
leave hier moorings, and sail down the
river Yarra, and come to anchor in
Hobson Bay, in sight of the city. Here
we lay one week, every day receiving the
promise that we would “certainly sail
{omorrow.” Thus, day after day pas-
sed away until Sabbath morning at 8
o’clock the pilot came on board, and
we were soon under way. The vessel
in which we have embarked, is & schoon-

er, well built of the best material, ton-.

nage 133. She is from Dundee, and
the captain and mate are from the same
Jace. The second mate is o native of
), E. I, Charlottetown (Alex, Levitt.)

The accommolations on board are
very inferior. But I suppose they are
better than the Great Apostle Paul had
during his missionary voyages in the
Mediterranean Sea. There are on
board 14 passengem—-l() men, 2 women,
and 2 children, bound for the Fegees.
Intercourse with the Pacific Islands is
rapidly increasing. Their resources
are being developed, and brought into
the market. We have even increasing
evidences, on every side, that those Isles
hitherto, so little frequented, known,
and cut off from the rest of the worlg,
will soon he frequented, known, and
brought near to the civilised and com—
mercial portions of our globe. Qh!
may the Church be zealous to have the
heralds of the Cross to precede the men
of the world—the gospel to go before
trade. Then shall our commercial in-
tercourse with these isvlated portions
of our earth bring additional comforts,
and happiness to the great body politic,
and glory to the Zeavenly kingdorm,
which Christ came to our world to es—
tahlish; for the glory of His Father,
and for the present and eternal happi-~
ness of the haman race.

The vessel is to visit the Samogn;_ and
Fiji Islands, before she iands us on
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Anciteum. This will occupy some tin.e,
for which I am truly sorry. But, thuse
who ought to know, tell us that we will
not lose 80 much time, as you would be
led to suppuse, by taking this circuitous
rout. We take advantage of the érade-
winds; whereas a direct course, gives
us every chance to meet with head
winds, and a long passage.

Wednesday, 23rd, 23° 8. Lat. 170° E.
Lon.—~The first few days after we left
Base’s Straits we hud very favorable
wind, Since then, it has been blowing
strong from the S.E. and E.; avery
unusual wind for this parallel of lati-
tude. Hence, we have heen compelled
to leave our cuurse, and to head alwmost
directly for the New Ilebrides. As we
day after day slowly approacked the
long-looked for shores, I almost Legan
to hope that a kind Providence, would
bring us directly to our destination.—
The captain also promised that if this
wind continued, he would call and land
us now. But this evening, at about 6
p. m. through the influence of certain
parties on board,—when we were about
24 hours sail from Aneiteum, the wind
fair, and when I felt that our long jour-
ney was all but accomplished—that we
were ut the door—the command “tack-
ship” fell painfully upon my ears. The
feelings of that moment I shall never
forget. TFor a time I would not be re-
sigued. 1 felt that it would not be so.
1 could not leave the work brought so
pear; and iy iuissionary friends al-
most in sight. I felt sad that the sup-
plies, &c., brought sv near to them
should be taken away from them, I
know not how long. But the vessel’s
buw is turned, and siie is speedily bear-
ving us away from thuse loved scenes.
But carnal ature rebels, and I find
feelings and desires arising in my bos-
om, not in accordance with the pure
and beautiful spirit of the Gospel. I
wished thut Gud would punish these
selfish men, and frustrate their selfish
schemes. 1 turned away from the cap-
tain in disgust; suying, “he would nev-
er Jament doing goud service to God’s
cause ; but he might yet lament dsing
the opposite.” My feelings seemed to
turn with loathing from those around
me, and I felt that T could not associate
with Leings so indifferent to the interest
of Christ’s kingdom. It was a trying
hour. 1 besought God to forgive my
impatience, improper feelings, and to
give me right principles, feelings, pa-
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tience, and perfect submission to Iis
will. How mysterious are Gods’ ways!
Let mortal man be silent, and adore.—
Remember, the Lord is just and good
in all His ways and works, May my
rebellious nature cease to murmur, and
reeount all the gooduess, jforbearance,
and mercy of God to me so unworthy.
Heavenly Father give we a teachabls
disposition—enable me to learn the les-
sons thou wouldst jmpress upon my
mind by this decision of Thy will—and
give me grace to improve the time which
wili be thus placed at my disporal, ere
I enter upon the great work befure me.

Sabbath, May 6th.—This morning at
day light the Island of Kentone was
seen in the distance likea dim cloud
stretch.ng along the horizon. It is one
of the windward Islands of the Fiji
group. As wo drey nigh, a cloud ot
mist hung over the land, deeply con-
cealing its features—emblematical of
the deep spiritual darkoess which en-
velopes these fair Isles, shutting out the
glorious light of the biessed gospel, and
all its benign influences. But the rays
of the rising sun are dispelling the
cloude, and revealing the beauties and
richness of the landscape, Oh ! may
the rays of the sun of righteousuness
fall upon benighted nations, dispelling
the spiritual darkness, and revealiing to
their minds the glories and love of the
cross, the way, the pleasures, tuat endure
for evormore, and the felicities of the
bright laud that is afar off. My eyes
now for the first time rest upon a heathb-
ep Jarnd. Xt was with peculiar feelings,
that I realised that 1 was now in sight
of a land inhabited by naked savages,
who know not the Saviour, worship idols,
the work of men’s bands. What more
dismal and melancholy scene could be
brought before my mind, than that which
mine eyes now behold. Oh! may my
heart be rightly affected by this sight!
May sympathy for the perishing fill my
soul, and zeal for God’s glory fire my
bosom. May fervent desire to promote
the honor of His name prompt me to
unflagging, and self-denying efforts for
the salvation of the world perishing in
sin and darkness. °

Monday Tth.—This morning we came
to anchor in the barbor of Levuka.—
The name of the island is Ovaluu. The
patives soon began to come off to us in
their cances. I cannot describe to you
my feelings as these naked savages
drew near-to uas. I felt thatI could not
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allow them to come near to me, 1 shall
not soon forget my feelings, as I for the
first time, stood in the presence of naked
heathen men and women. Ishuddered
at the sight, and thought it impossible
to live with and love such beiugs. It
is truly painful and bumbling to see
those of your own race, so dead to the
gense of shame, so brutish in their ap~
pearunce and movements, and 8o desti-
tute of everytling noble and exalted.—
How mysterious, that & portion of the
human family should be lett without
galvation, and knowledge ; and allowed
to become so beastly, degraded and vile.
I felt iu my heart, that if Christendom
could but =ce their poor naked, degra-
ded fellow-beings, they would certainly
for the sake of their common humanity,
put forth urited efforts to clothe their
naked and less favored fellow creatures,

June 1st, Suturday.—Levuka Ovalau,
—It is now nearly four weeks since we
landed on these Islands. During the
time that has elapsed since our arrival
I had an cpportunity of seeing the op-
erations aud results of the Wesleyan
Mission among these Islands. Our
friends, at home, have not had =0 full
and frequent ucecunts of the operations
of this society in the South Seas as
they have bad of other societies en-
ﬁzged in the good work on these islands.

{few general statements, respecting
the e ol tue Wosicyan Missiub, in
Polyuess, 1 trust, will therefore be
both interesting and profitable.

Tue Mission Ficld oceupicd in Puly-
nesia, by the Wesleyans, according to
mutual srrangemonts with other sosie-
ties, is the Tongan, or Friendly, aud
Fijiean Islands, ~ The first efforts made
towards the Christianisation of these peo-
¥le, were the Janding of 10 mechanics,
rom the ship “Duff,” Ceptain Wilson,
on the Friendly Islauds, in the year
1797. They et with little success.—
Thres of them were cruelly clubbed, one
apostatised o Taganism, and the vest
throuygh privations, and continued dis~
couragements, were glad to embrace
the opportunity of being removed from
these Islands in 1800, After this,
these Islands appeer to be neglected,
until the arvival of the Rey. Mr. Liwry
in Tonga, in the year 1822. MHe, }.ow-
over, did not remain long, apd the

evangilization of these Isles war not
. efficient]y und permanently comme-ced,
until the arrival of Rev. ﬁr and Mre,
Thiomas and. Mr. and Mrs, Hutcl:‘son
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in 1826. Since this period, the Wes-
leyan Missionaries exclusively lave la-
bared on the Tonga and Fiji Islands.— -
Mr. and Mrs. Thomus still survive, but
they retired from the work last year.—
The first dawn of succesy, heamed on
the mission in the year 1827, since
which time their labors have been
shundantly blessed; until it mayv now
be said the Tonguese are a christian
g;ople. In the Friendly Islands, the

esleyans at the present time have 5
Europesn Missionaries, and 8 urdained
narive assistant Missionaries.  The
have 150 chapels, 147 day schools, 64
day scholars, 144 loeal preachers, 890
cluss leaders, 7,874 full and aceredited
church members, and the total number
of attendants on public worship is 19,
874. The united population of the
Friendly Telands is estimated at about
5§0,000." The Tonguese are represented
as heing an energetic, daring, and in~
tellectual people—bearing a strong re-
semblance to the Samoans.

11 1835 the Wesleyan Sceiety estend-
ed their mission operations from Tonga
to the Fiji Islands. For a long time
their missionaries met with little en-
couragement—Ilabouring amidst many
sure privations, cruel persecutions, fres
quent threats from the Lieathen that they
would be clubbed, and perils on the sea
and on the land. The first missionaries
to these islands were wost fuithful and
indefatigable men, They continued to
persevere in the face of the most dis-
heartening difficulties and opposition.
Many of these have entered into thej»
rest, without seeing any pleasing results
from their labours. But during the
last few years the mission has et with
remarkable, and seldom equalled suc-
cess. So that the present missionaries
say: ‘“Other men have lahoured, and
we have entered into their labours.”’—
Of all the numerous groops of i<lands
in Polynesia, Fiji is the wost cxtensive,
veluable aud populous. The TFijions
are cmphatically & nation of cruel,
awful caunibals. One of the m'ssion-
aries in endeavouring to give nie an
idea of Fijion character, said it Just
accorded with Paul’s deseription of the
heathen in Romans, 1st chapter, and
26th verse, to the end. But a glorions
change has been wrought upon many,
of these degraded people. The en-
tite population of Fiji is about 300,
00D, Of these, 60,000 huve lofuwed—
professed Christianity, There are in
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Piji 7 missionaries, 2 English school lying here, the officors always have the
masters, 10 ordained native assistant king on borid daily to dine with them,

missionaries, 253 local preachers, 298
chapels, 483 day-echools. 21,917 schol-
ars ; fully and accredited church
members,.12,000, and about 30,000 who
ean now read the Scriptnres. Thus,
through the labours of a few devoted
servants of God, 30,000 Fijions who a
few years ago knew not that there is
one true God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
can read the Bible. But if you ask the

reat majority of this multitude, “ Un-

erstand_ye what ye read ?” they will
reply, “How can we understand, except
some one teack us.” How sad! that
frecedom from the restraints of civiliza~
tion, thelove of pleasure, sin and money,

and always gave him what they call a
social glass. Hero you see the result.
Let those who entertain moderate views
respecting the temperance reform, listen
to this man’s confession, and tremble.
I tremble when I reflect upon the mis-
ery, ruin, and awful eternal results
which the example and influence of
those who hold that it is right to take a
social glags, may and do produce. No,
my friends, let us for the sake of hum-
anity and the honour of God, adopt the
motto,  taste not, handle not, touch
not,”” and we shall never to the latest
ages of eternity have cause to regret.
A few general remarks. The gospel

will induce multitudes to come and is now exerting a powerful influence
reside in heathen lands, while so few over the entire population, even over
will volunteer to come to teach those the heathen, to that the horrid practice

who are perishing for lack of knowledge.
Christendom has good reason to blush,
that so many go forth from her shores,
not to diffuse her blessings and privi-

of cannibalism is no more ; wars have
ceased, and you may now go any where
in safety. I have heard the whites
lamenting and saying: It is not now

leges, but to render the condition of asit wasonce. A few years ago we

heathen pations still more degraded,

could purchase any amount of native

miserable and hopeless. The mission- produce with muskets, balls and pow-
aries complain that wherever foreigners der. Then every tribe was engaged in
reside, they counteract their labours,by fighting; but now they have left off
their counsels and ungodly example.— fighting, and care nothing about our
1 have seen the most baneful and pain- guns and powder. This complaint
ful influence which the whites exert speaks volumes respecting the nature of
over the natives. Among the evils they the gospel, and the influence it exerts
have introduced aud promote is, drunk- over the minds of men, Let this glo-
enness. Tui Levuka, king of Ovalaun, rious gospel be diffused through the
a promising young man, has yielded to world and we shall have universal
the temptation, and is rapidly sinking peace.
toruin. The missionaries and native My heart is more glad as T have an
eonverts have prayed and labcured to oYportunity of seeing the great and
save him. On one occasion, as the glorious change wreught upon this peo-
missionary was speaking very plainliy ple by the gospel of peace. My heart
and faithfully to the king, he replied, thrills with joy as I meet with those:
“It is no use speaking to me. You who a few years ago were cannibal sav~
eannot tell me anything about the bad- ages, in the school, in the classroom,
ness of my heart and the evils of drunk- in the house of prayer; hear them sing
enness that I do not know, but I cannot the songs of Zion ; see them reverently
gwe up my grog. Ask me to give you bow the knee in prayer, and atteutively
my pigs—this is difficult, but still I can hsten to the gospel message. Never
do it. Ask me to give you my wife, I have I experienced more pleasure, in
love her, but still I can give her up.— seeing the man of God enter the sane-
Ask me to give you my land—and what tuary and ascend the pulpit, than I
can I do without my land? but still I have experinced in beholding the native
oan give it up; but I canno? do what ordained preacher, enter the native
ou ask—give up my grog. I must house of worship, clad in a white shirt,
iave my grog though Iknow it is my a robe of native cloth round his waist
ruin, snd will be the paMNAaTION oF MY flowing down to his knees, & black coat
Sour.” This man acquired his uncon- or top of the shirt, bare head, neck,
querable love of strong drink from those and feet, and the sacred soriptures nn-
who call themselves “moderafe temper- der his arm, gravely passes along thro’
-ance men.” When men-of-war are a crowd of worsbippers sitting oross-
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legged upon the floor; take his stand
at the sacred desk, and with apparent
carnestness and solemnity proclaim
Jesus and the everlasting gospel, to his
fellowmen. What a marvellouschange!
A few years ago his greatest delight
was to club and eat men and women.
Now, he loves them, weeps over their
lost, wretched condition, and is in ear.
nest to bring them to Christ, and to eter-
pal holiness and happiness,

Perhaps there is no change which
the gospel has wrought upon this peo-
ple, that more forcibly strikes the stran-
ger, than their observation of the Sab-
bath. A solemn stillness prevails all
around. You feel that it is a day of
rest, singa tambu—a sacred day. In
this matter they are an examnple to
Christendom. I have shuddered, as I
have seen the white men (some from
Christian Sabbath observing Scotlan(;i&.
take their cuns, and go to the woods
for pleasure and for hunting, on the
Sabhath while the natives all around
were keeping the day tambu—sacred.—
Oh! what an awful position such men
will occupy in the day of judgment.—
Lot Christians everywhere unite in
eurnest and uncensing wrestling with
God in prayer for the outpouring of Ilis
Spirit upen Christendom, that the mas-
ses may be broughs under the saving
influence of the gospel—may be leaven-
ed with Divine Trath, sv that she may
cease to send forth a multitude of men
and women to be a moral pestilence in,
and a curse to the countries they visit,
orin whic¢' theyway take up theirabode.
The more I see of the world the more
deeply do I feel that it is the duty of
every Christiac to keep in his mind the
multidudes, who in his own land (many
of whom may soon be scattered over
the world), live a prayerless, godless
lite, whose influence is a powerful oppo-
sition to the cause of God, and are
Satan’s mighty army which he is wield-
ing with prodigious effect agninat the
efforts of the Church to extend Christ’s
glorious Kingdom, at home and abroad.
Poor Fiji bas many a mournful tale to
tell respecting the wrongs inflicted upon
her by the whites, and the evils tgey
have introduced. I have listened to
narratives oi the doings of whites in
these isles, until my heart has sickened
within me. “ A white man wearing
nothing but the native massi—a parrow
sirip of native cloth round the waist—
eating human flesh as eagerly as any
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Fiji caunibal. An Englishman ill-treat-
ing and beating his wife—a native
woman, until to free herself from her
Eresent sufferings and wrongs, she casts

erself from a precipice to destroy her
life, &.”” Such are the things that we
hear respecting the doings of whites on
these islands. Surely it is high time
that Christian nations were thinking
seriously about the influence which
multitades ot their people aro exerting
upon heathen nations. I have written
more tully upon this subject, as I be-
lieve that our people at home should be
well informed respecting the conduet of
those abroad. Remember, Nova Scotia
is not unrepresented here.

June, 8th.—We have been detained
among thege islands over 4 weeks. This
is contrary to our engagements, when
wae took our passage in the vessel. But
we have mno control over the officers,
and must submit patiently. Our deten-
tion here will not cost the Church any-
thing, What we lament is, the loss of
tima. I trust we shall find hereafter
that our time here was not wholly lost.
An opportunity has been afforded us,
to become acquainted with our Method-
ist brethren, and their mode of conduct-
ing wmission work. As there is some-
thing peculiar to every society and its
operativns, perhaps we may get some
hints here on mission work which we
would not get from our own mission,
and which may be valuable to us here-
after. Be that as it may, we have seen
much of heathen character, and the
mode of instructing and managing a
heathea people, aud life apart from
civilization. We have received much
kindness from the Wesleyan missionar-
aries, and feel ourselves under great
obligations to them, especially to the
Rev. J. S. Fordham of Bau, and Mr.
and Mrs. Bioner of Ovalua. With the
latter persons we resided over two
weeks, and received every possible kind-
ness from them. When we meet in &
strange land, we forget that we belong
to different denominations, Would that
Christians at home think less about
their peculiar Zenefs, snd more apout
the Great object of life, the glory of
God, and the salvation of the world,

We are going on board the vessel
this evening, and expect to sail in the
morning for Aneiteum. We are almost
cerfain of baving a good wind, and will
probably be there in a few days. May
the God of missions go before us to pros-
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per our way, and tc give us aspeedy
ontrance upon our work. We commit
ourselves and the interests of a perishing
world into His hands. And now, dear
friends, farewell; and cease not to pray
for those whom ycu have sent into hea-
then lands, to preach the glad tidings
of salvation,
Yours, in a precious Saviour,
S. F. JonnsTON.

MEETING OF THE REFORMED PRESBY-
TERIAN SYNOD.

Professor Symington, according to
arrangement, introdvced, by a brief
address, Rev. John Inglis. Mr Inglis
thereupon addressed the Court, submit-
ting many interesting facts in reference
to the history of the New Hebrides
Mission, detailing the remarkable man-
ner in which God had guided the mis-
sionaries, and concluding with an earn-
est appeal for the prayers, sympathies,
and help ot the Chureh.

Fathers and brethreo, Mr Inglissaid,
Unaccustomed as I am to speak before
such a meeting and in such circom-
stances as the present, I crave your
indulgencs. I thank you for the cor-
dial recep'ion and greeting with which
you have honoured me. Itseems like
taking a new icase of life to come home
after sixteen years of absence, and to
meet with so many old friends, and
make the acquaintance of so many new,
finding each one kinder than anccher.
Permit me to say that thisis at once
encouraging and stimulating,

Dr Symington, in the remarks by
which he introduced me, very properly
alluded to the great kindness of God to
our mission. 1 am, indeed, conscious
that from the closet, from the family
altar, from the Church, prayer without
ceasing has been made for us, and that
in answer to these carnest prayers have
come whatever guidance from above,
whatever success we have met with. It
may not be improper, although in some
measure unnecessary, thas I should
enter into details of what has been
going on for several years past in Anei-
teum. Having endeavored to supply
somewhat copious accounts from time to
time of my labors, and the missionary
committe not having been backward to

ive these accounts to the Church, the
ynod is, I have no doubt, in general,
well acquainted with these labors. Yet
it may not be unprofitable to glance
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briefly and rapidly over tho historg of
the past sixteen years. It appeared to
this church, in the selection of a field
for missionary operations, that New
Zealand was the most snitable sphere
in which to expand her energies. Our
church is but small, and therefore her
missionary operations must necessarily
be comparatively limited. We could
not with any prospect of success under:
take such an extensive field as larger
Churches might undertake. Lnoking,
then, at the estimated native population
of New Zealand, and «t the number ot
Inborers employed there in missionary
work, it seemed, at first sight, that there
was ample room for all that our church
could hope to do. The population of
New Zealand was estimated at that
time at 150,000, while the missionaries
belonging to the Cburch of England
and the Wesleyans amounted only to
between thirty and forty. Placing
150,000 on one side and thirty or forty
missionaries on the other, it did seem as
if the field were amply sufficient for our
occupation This, or something like
this, was the principle on which 1t was
decided to occupy New Zealand. But
when we wentand examined the ground,
we found that circumstances were en-
tirely different from what we had at
first conceived. Instead of 150,000, the
natives amounted tolittle more than the
half of that number—between 70,000
and 80,000. Thus the field was atonce
narrowed to one bhalf of what we had
originally estimated. Even with this
number, however, there might be
thought to be suflicient ground unocecu-
pied to afford abundance of labour and
to tax all our energies. But agents
were already spread over the whole
field: the ground was preoccupied, if
not by European missionaries, at least
by a native agency. We were viewed
as interlopers, and we found that the
work of missions in New Zealand was
8o carried on as to precludeour usefully
occupying any field. About eighteen
months after I had landed in New
Zealand, our impression of this became
so strong that a conjunct letter was
written to the committee requesting
permission to look cut for some other
sphere of labor, free from the obstacles
now referred too. At the same time
with the arrival of this communication,
a letter was received by the committee
from Mr Murray, who was then labor:
ing in the South Seas, expressicg pre-
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cisely the same views. The Missionary
comimnittee entered into communication
with the London Missionary Society,
with the view to their receiving further
informuation in reference to this matter,
and to a scttlemont of their wmission-
aries upon some of the islands of the
Southern Pacific. On Synod meeting,
however, the proposal was overruled,
and it was decided that before abandon-
ing New Zealand, a farther effort shculd
be made. When this letter arrived,
war had broken out betwixt the native
jnhabitants of New Zealand and the
British forces, in consequence of which
we had left the Manawatu and were in
Wellington. To me it seemed not ex-
pedient to act according to the instruc-
tions of Synod, to return to the former
sphere of our labor. o general, Iam
prepared to admit that such a course
would have been perilous, I may even
say improper, but still it was the only
course which, in justice to the Church,
to the interests of the mission, and to
my own conscience, I could follow. For
some time I ministered to the colonists
in New Zealand, looking out meanwhile
for o proper and suitable field else-
where., In this as in many other mat-
ters the Church’s prayers were heard,
80 that after a time the way was opened
up for commencing the mission in the
South Sesns.

There are one or two things which
well deserve to be noticed in regard to
the way in which we were led; it may
be truly said, “God led us in & way
that we knew not of.” I had written to
several of the missionartes in the South
Seas, and had heard from them in turn,
acquainting the missionary committee
from time to time with the information
thus received. I had visited Auckland
on one occasion ; & few days after my
arrival the mail from Britain came in,
Inquiring at the postmaster if there
were any lelters for me, he kindly
locked at the letters for Wellington, and
inrformed me that there was one to my
address. It was from Dr Bates,inform-
ing me that the missionary committee
had recommended, that if an opportu-
nity offered I should visit the South
Seas, and judge for myself as to the
fitness of any of the islands there as a
field of labor. This, then, is first of all
worthy of notice, that had the mail
gone direct to Wellington and not by
way of Auckland, I could not have
réceived that letter in time to be of anv
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value. I was residing during my stay
in Auckland with Dr Sinclair, the
Colonial Secretary. I mentioned to him
the instructions I had received. e
happened to mention the same thing to
Sir George Grey, the Governor of New
Zealand, who most kindly promised that
if 2 man of war should happen to call
at Auckland on her way to the South
Seas he would communicate with the
captain, and if possible secure a passage
for me. Not ten days afterwards,
ILM.S. *“ Havannah,” Captain Erskine,
called at Auckiand ou her way to the
New Hebrides. Sir George Grey was
as geod as his word, and kindly spoke
to Captain Erskine in my behalf. The
officer at once agreed with the utmost
generosity that I should accompany him
on his voyage. In this way I visited
Anpeiteum in 1860, and saw also the
other islands in the New Hebrides
group, together with the Queen Char
Jotte and Solomon greups and New
Caledonia ; returning via Sydney and
Wellington, I came again to Auckland.
Here again the kind interposition of
providence is to be marked, inasmuch
as this is, so far as I know, the only
occurrence from that day to thislof a
man of war sailing direct from Auck-
to the New Hebrides.

The providence of God may again be
marked in the following circumstances.
Mr Geddie had been, four years before
my arrival at Aneileum, permanently
engaged in missionary work on that
island. During the first two of these,
mapy circumstances had occurred o
retard the progress of the mission. All
theso had been removed previously to
1852, and a considerable number of
most favorable circumstances had all
occurred for the furtherance of the
work.

Many might be inclined to look upon
the seven years spent in New Zealand
as time comparatively lost. Permit me
to say that 1t was not so. These years
were spent according to the will of God,
and were, in more ways than one, pre.
paratory for the work on Aneiteum, Fex,
first, all missionaries have to pass thro’
these Ereparatory stages. Mr Geddie
and I had alike to pass through them.
‘With respect to the language, for in-
stance, it may be regarded as lost work
my acquiring during these years the
larguage of New Zealand—* All this
labor and no results.” It has beep, in
the vrovidence of God, much otherwise -
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for though the two languages (the lan-
muage of New Zealand and that of
Aneiteum) be entirely different and
distinct, the acquisition of the one was
found to be a most excellent preparative
for the acquiring of the other. The
latter was acquired with very much
greater facility than if I had come to
the study of it first,—probably in one
half the time. Again, during my resi-
dence in New Zealand I became ac-
quainted with missionaries belonging to
the various societics, and learned from
them much that it was of importance
to know — how the education of the
natives might most successfully be pro-
secuted, how religious services might be
most profitably conducted, and how the
most ready access might be bad to the
native mind. And although the New
Zealand language is of no use in speak-
ing to the natives of Aneiteum, still the
knowledge of it is of noslight advantage
iniranslating the Scriptures. The New
Zealand language is cognate to that of
Rarotonga end Tahiti. My acquaint-
ance with the New Zealand language
has enabled me, in the translation of
any difficuls passage, to compare our
version with these translations, and to
mark how the difficuities arising from
the poverty of the languages or other-
wise, have been got over.

The same thing occurred with Mr
Geddie in reference to previous expe-
riences Iayin%a foundation for present
usefuloess. Mr Geddie sailed from
America, and came by way of the Sand-
wich Islands and Samoa.  He was two
years on his way before be landed on
Aneiteum, His acquaintance with the
Hawaiian and with the Samoan dial-
ects, his knowledge of how missions
were conducted on the Sandwich
Islands by the American missionaries,
and how, on the Samoan group, by the
missionaries of the Loudon Missionary
Society, all contributed to his success
on Aneiteun. Thus he and I met from
opposite points, each bringing his own
experiences from different fields of
labor, but all furnishing an amount of
experience found to he most beneficial
in carrying on the mission on Aneitum.

Another thing in connection with the
New Zealand Mission descrves to be
noticed. In consequence of my resi-
denice in that country and my labors
for a timo among the colonists, they
have ever since exhibited an interest in
reference to our present mission which
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has been of permanent advantage. They
have contributed in money, clothing,
&e., &e.,1£500. Nor is this all, They
are purposing to havea Foreign Mission
carried out by the whole Presbyterian
Churchesin the colony. Their acquaint-
ance with us and our work has, in great
measure, led tc their selection of the
New Hebrides as the proposed field of
their operations. This Presbyterian
mission, which I trust to soon sce ai
work, will have no wish to do anytbing
in the way of rivalry with us. My
hopes are high that much good will yet
result from the combined effort on the
partof the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand, and that something important
will be effected soon by them in aid of
the evangelising of the New IHebrides.
All these results have flowed indirectly
from our conuection with New Zealand.
This Church, therefore, has no cause to
regret its early efforts ; for although it
fixed on this field originally selected,
and although itg efforts seemed to be
misdirected, yet God was leading us in
a way that we knew =not of, and lor
purposes which we could not then com-
prehend.

I may mention only further, in con-
nection with New Zealand, the contin-
ued kindness of Bishop Selwyn. Dur-
ing my residence amoug the colonists,
he had offered me again and again a
free passage from New Zealand to
Aneiteum. When the time came that I
saw my way clear to go to that island,
and when I wished to know if still he
would make the offer, with a readiness
as frank and cheerful as ever he held to
his promise. Not cnly did the Bishop
give us a passage for ourselves, not only
did he give us an opportunity of taking
a fair amount of luggage in the way of
supplies, but though we completely
filled hold and deck with a house, a
boat, furniture, supplies,live stock, &c.,
there was no grumbling, but, on the
contrary, the atmost readiness to ac—
commodate us in every respect. I am
safe in saying that no other person
would have taken us to Aneiteum under
£100. In addition to this, Bishop Sel-
wyn gives us & call once a year, bring-
ing with him boxes of clothing, &e., or
taking exports of arrowroot prepared by
the patlves, and all this freely and cheer-
fully, Again, two years ago, when
Messrs Patonand Copeland had arrived,
and when Mr Paton and I were on
Tana (Mrs Paton having remained om
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Auneiteum), exaggerated reports having
reached our island to the effect that we
were in imminent danger, the bishop
consented. to go one or two days sailing
out of his ordinary course, in order that
he might learn the accuracy of the
report, ard rehieve the anxiety of the
migsion . families upon Aneiteum. I
would take the liberty of suggesting, if
it would not be proper in the Mission-
ari Committee to make some}substantial
acknowledgment to the Bishop for Lis
kindness:® ..

I shall. now: speak briefly of the work
of Aneiteum. Here, as 1 have said, it
will not be necessary to enter into de-
tail. I.sball therefore present simply
some of the’ more general features of
the work:. It .will be necessary first to
consider how much we are indebted to
other parties. . The London Missionary
Society were the pioneers of this mis-
sion. Twenty-one years ago their mis:
sionaries John Williams and Mr Harris
passed by Aneiteum, touched at Tana,
aud passed on to Erumanga, where
both laid down their lives, having serv-
od as pioneers of a great and noble
cause. The.London Missionary Society
and its agents in *he South Seas were
nothing daunted, vvere not faint-hearted
when the neble standard-bearers fell,
but became.all: the more earnest and
energetic that the martyred blood shed
ou that island.should not be in vain.—
T'wo missionaries were planted on Tana;
in a few months they were compelled
to flee, but still native agents were em-
ployed on Tana, Aniwa, Fotuna, Erum-
anga, and Fate. Many lives were lost
in these days on the high places of
heathenism ; some by violence, others
by the climate, but the field was thus
keptopen. In 1848 the “John Williams”
arrived at Aneiteum, bringing Mr. and
Mrs Geddie, with a missionary from
Samoa, and a catechist. The former
remained for one year to introduce Mr.
Geddie, and then departed. Shortly
afterwards the catechist also retired

*In a brief address delivored by Dr
Goold, in referring to this matter, 2 hint was
thrown out, which we have no doubt will be
readily acted on by the wealthier members
throughout the Church,—that fifty such
mombers should subscribe £1 each fox the
puepose ;referred to{by Mr Inglis, viz., in
aid of the funds by which the Bishop’s
vesssl is supported.

It will be found by reference to the min-
utes, that the Synod have not overlooked
this matter—[Zd. R. I Mag.}
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from the field, and for three years Mr,
Geddie struggled on solitary and alope.
In 1850 a few of the natives began to
gather round him; tho heathén ‘were
beginning to yield. Sixteen or Ywenty
commenced to meet with the missionnry
on Sabbatbs, and to receiye,insiructions
during week dnys. When we arrived
in 1852 we found that 13 native con-
verts had beer haptized, and that a
movement was beginting to extend over
the whole island in favour of Christian-
ity. Oudrarrival was exceedingly op-

ortune. To have come sconer would

ave done little good ; the delay con-
sequent .upon a later arrival might
have been unfavourable. But in the
providence of God we had been delayed
in New Zealand till at this crisis Mr.
Geddie had opened up the way. The
difficulties were beginning to.vanigh.—
‘When we arrived, « few hundred of the
heathen had given up idolatry, and
from that time to this.the .work has
been going on. If ever. there was an
instance of the kingdom of God not
coming with observation, it has been
on Aneiteum. We have neverhad any
thing corresponding to what has been
termed a revival ; we have had no ex-
citement, but gradually, sil2ntly, imper-
ceptibly the work has been going on.—
One week, two ; another, three or four;
a third, five or six, may have abandoned
heuthenism with its cruelties and abo-
minations, and have placed themselves
under Christian instruction ; most em-
phatically, “not unto us, O Lord, not
unto us, but unto thp name give glory,”
for “thy mercy and thy truth’s sake.”

In speaking of the progress and pro-
spects of the work, I may refer 1st, to
the Sabbaths. Our native land has
long been proverbial for Sabbath obser-
vance. Hence we speak of a “Scottish
Sabbath,” as if it were something pecu-
liar to this land. Let me say that the
Sabbath is as well observed on Aneiteum
ag in any part of Scotland. The whole
day is spent in the public and privats
exercises of God’s worship, except so
much as is taken up in the works ot
necessity and mercy. There is no
working, no cooking. The climate is
such, that the having of food warm is
of no consequence either to health or
comfort. All cookicg, then, is perfor-
nmed on Saturday ; so universally is this
the case, that the native name for Sat~
urday is the nathrat aurefta, “the cook-
ing day;” in oppositon to Sabbath,
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which is the natkrat atumop, the “rest-
ing day.”

2, Public Worsyip.—-At each mission
gtation there is a principal church at
which Mr. Geddie and I officiate : There
i8 a secondary place ot worship at which
the missionaries officiate once 2 month,
and hold meetings for religious instruc-
tion occasionally during the week.—
Lome of the schuol houses are upprepri-
ated also ag places of worrhip, in which
public services are concducted.

Fumily worship is universally observ—-
ed over the whole island. At sunrise
every morniang may be heard in every
house the * voice of melody:” In the
evening it ig the same. I do not mean
that all who observe family worship are
Christians; but none are reckoned
Christians at all who have not family
worship moraing and evening. In edu-
cation we have encGeavoured to carry out
the same order of things at which John
Knox, with his compeers and success—
ors, aimed—to cover the land with
churclies and schools, and to make our
education entirely scriptural in its basis.
The propriety or impropricty of com-
bining religious and secular education
has never been once mooted. The Bible
is our chiet, I may almost say our only
school book. The 1sland 1s divided into
fifty or sixty little districts, some larger
and some smaller. We cannot call
these districts villages, the whole popu-
Iation consisting of a sort of cottage
farmers, living cach in a house sur-
rounded by a piece of cultivated ground
of greater or less extent. In each dis-
trict we have a teacher, with his wife,
who assemble the whole population for
an hour daily to instruct them in read—
ing the Word of God, repeating the
catechism and other branches of educa~
tion. In this way, perhaps, there is
not an individual above childhood who
has not learned something. They learn
the word before they learn the letters,
and all succeed in committing a few
verses of Scripture to memory. Ads o
the social condition of the people—for—
merly bigamy, polygamy, and repudi~
ation of wives prevailed. There was
no small amount of rites in celebrating
marriage, but the tie so formed was
very loosc and slender; and perhaps
there was not 2 woman in the island
above thirty years of age, who had not
lived with two, four, six, or even ten
men. Since Christianity was iotroduc-
ed we have endeavoured to reform, as

far as possible, the social condition of
the populatio.  Marriage is celebrated
according to Cliristian principles. Dar-
ing the last & x or seven years I have
married ahont 160 couples, and, with
very few excoptions, they are enjoying
as much domestic happiness as could
reasonably be looked for. Our objecs
is to restore ::u:d confirm as fur as pos-
sible family life. In heathen times the
widow was strangled and cast into the
sea along with her busband. Female
infanticide was so very frequent, and
the gencral ill-treatment was such,
that we found in a population of 3500,
the males execeded the females by near-
1y 700. I am happy to say that, when
we took our census last year, this dis-
parity had Leen reduced by fully one
hundred ; so that we mey safely say
Christianity has saved the lives of np-
wards of one hundred females, widows
and infants. Wik regard to civil gov:
ernment, it has been our practice, and it
is generally acted on in these seas, to
accept the form of civil govermment
which we found in theisland. Oa An-
eiteum it was what might be termed the
patriarchal ; uo one chief was superior
to all the others; some might possess
more power, others less, but, fur the
most part, each chief was living at war
with his neighbours. Though the island
is not larger than Bute, there were some
of the chiefs who had never been at the
cther side of the island ; for if they had
gone beyond a range of two miles or 80,
it would have been at the peril of their
lives. Since Christianity has been
introduced there is free intercourse.—
Any man may go to awy part of the
island without danger. We make the
Bible not only she supreme rule of faith,
but the supreme rule of duty in civil as
in ecclesiastical government. In a fam-
ous Bible-burning case in Ireland it
was held that the Bible was the
common law of England. And so0
with us; we have no statute law apart
from the Bille, which is recognized as
our common law. We have been chary
of statute law ; and bave advised them
rather to judge of each case as it arose,
according to the principles of the Word
of God. "We are anxious to have a few
good precedents. With my brother,
Mr. Geddie, I have never had occasion
to differ on either ecclesiastical or civil
matters I bave been disposed to think
at times, that though he belongs to an-
other section of the Church, he is in

P
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some matters f}ully more Cameronian
than I am myself.

With regard to civilization, the na~
tives go in their natural state nearly
nude. They are inus low o condition
88 we cat conceive humanity to exist
in; and if you would offer them any
amount of European clothing, none of
them would receive it in their heathen
state. But no sooner do they como
under religious instruction, than im-
mediately the desire comes for,European
clothing; aud after they bhave been
some time under religious teaching,
they will sell anything or work at any
thing to procure European clothing and
the other things that go to constitute
what we call civilization. In this way
all our civilization is based on Christi-
anity. The natives have also manifest-
ed a missionary spirit. We lave gt
gresent upwards of 300 Church mem-

ers. It is our practice to endeavor to
employ all our church members as far
a8 pussible in some active exertions on
behalf of their fellow-men. We have
40 teach.rs, with their wives, o1l of
whom are church members. In this
way 100 are occupied directly in the
instruction of their neighbers. We
endeavor to press upon them that the
evangelization and civilization ot the
island is their work 1ather than ours;
that while we are sent from a far land,
supported at & great expense, and wil-
ling to do everything we cau to help
them, we can only succeed if they will
give their aid, and themselves ca'ry on
this work. They all seem to feel that
there is an obligation on them _to edu-
cate and instruct their own country-
men in Aneiteum and the adjoining
islands. As soon as openings have
occarred in the adjoininng 3slands—
Tana, Aniwa, Erumanga, Fortunas,
and Fate—we have taken advantage of
them, and we have now 20 agents at
work in the adjoining islands. Native
agents have certain kinds of knowledge
that fit them for being pioneers better
than the missionaries themselves. They
know the language of their own island ;
they are acquainted with the native
character, habits, views and feelings
and know how they may put’argu-
ments 50 as tc tell best on the native
mind. They also knew the weakness
of their fellow-countrymen and how
and when to give them advico. Among
the first who camo under Mr. Geddie’s
care was Waiheet, a kind of priest, a
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man of great force of charaéter, a fear-
ful savage, a man tosee whom in his
native state was enough to make one
stand aghast. Ile tad great influence
over the people from his suppused sac-
red character ; life, death, and p operty
were in his hand. Ashepropitiated or
rendered vindictive the matmases by
prayers, sacrifices, and va.ious rites,
depended life, heatth, harv-st, and
suceess in fishing, war, or any other
occupation. Tuis individual was one
of the first who came under Mr. Ged-
die’s teaching. Mr Geddie attained
congsiderable influence over him, and
the truth hegau to tell on his heart.—
As soon as he began to perceive the
force of divine trath; he felt a desire to
make it known to his fellow country-
men, and Mr. Geddie took pim along
with him to speak io.'them. In the
course of a yéar or’two .greit impres~
sion was being made ovér théisla d.—
The man always returnegd,. repurtin,
what he had..suid to the natives, an
what they .had, said. to bim, and Mr
Geddie expluned fow _objections were
to be met. Iliz:mind became gradually
more and more eilighictied, and bhis
conscience more quigkened. This pro-
cess we have carried.out all.dlong, keep-
inguy & constant agression, 4ill we have
no more heathers in our island—and
we are now sending ageuts to the ad-
Jacent islands, to make openings there
for the setilement of other missionaries. -
Native agency ' can. alse *ba. nscd most
advantageously for edusaticnal pur-
poses. We have a sort of select school
for teachers whom.'we have sent forth.
We examine those gehools twice a year
or so, and give such diroctions as we
find necessary. Buf native agency can
never, in any degree gupersede Euro-
pean agency. Sucieties hearing what
native agents are doing—that thoy have
been instrumental in - bringing whole
islands from idolatry — imagine that
native sgencies might do the whole
work. But they require to be guided
and checked in soma - cases, otherwise,
they soon collapse, fall back. and fail.
When we undertook this mission there
was a principle stated by Dr. Syming-
tor of great importance—that in selec~
ting « field it i3 necessary o sce thad
it is one on which you can extend your
operations, and one in which the fraits
of the work are likely to descend on
fature generations. In New:Zealand
these conditions could not bo attained-
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But from tha New Hebrides you may
extend along island alter island still
lying in heathen darkuess—the Queen
Obarlotts group, the Sulomon group,
New : Guiirea, and “other Jarge and
densely inhabited heuthen isMnds on
tite . borders of China. Ther "there is
o likelihdod that this ruce will become
extingt, " Tt is different with New Zeal-
and, and nations in the tempesate zone,
coming Th. conuectivn  with  colonial
pupulations. There will Lu.no eolonisa-
tion in-thesé istmds: Théir inbabi-
tanfs Wil rilee tropiead productions ;
aod Biopéan dealirs, merchants, and
traffickérs, may visit or reside among
them, but there iy 170 Tikelihood of there
beisg “inything Lke' colonising; and
thas’ yolit- missions nmay go down to
untold"generations. I am very anxious
that thig'echurch should pledge itself to
carry o this wiesion with more vigor
and-enériy than it has ever yet dis-
playéd: “God in bis mercy has answer-
ed yodr pruyers.’ The efforts of this
chureli; a8’ ompared with the efforts of
othier ‘churches, have not been inferior.
But "I “ani far ffom thinking that this
church™i¥. yet’ acting ‘anything like up
to fier‘gbility. ‘She has abundance of
young :mén." Nor §8 ther¢ amy lack of
mohey." ‘Thére is amazing vitality in
this chuich. '} is understood that there
is -sear@ly - a” pauper ih it. I have
heard T¥'said that our Church and the
Jews 4ty “th¢ ‘only . ones that have no
paupers “shiong them. Though your
congregations gre gmall, all tie mem-
bers are able to support themselves and
their families ; aod it has perhaps been
a thing tuknowo'thiat a congregation
should gt “down “in "oar church, even
though for*yrars leff vacant. God is
pouring’into:the handsof many, wealth
with which they  hardly knew what to
do. We kave at this momeat room for
$ix or eiglit- inissionaries in the New
Hebrides,"~and I was instructed to
bring theé-claims of the mission for this
amount of assistance before you. We
would also'require one or two floating
laborers for sickness and other con-
tingencies.” After reading a letter from
Mr Geddie, bearing festimony to the
value of thi¢ services of Mr. Copeland,
whom he (Mr. Inglis) had left in his
place, the rev gentleman proceeded to
say that he Jooked for three missionaries
from this church, and three or four
from Nova Scotia. What he bad pro-
posed was that they should send out
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oue missionary every year, and con-
tinne to do this till the number of mis-
siunaries abread should be equal to the
number of ministers at home. This
was not at all a visionary thing. * Hon-
our the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of thine incroase;
so shall thy barns be filled with ?lenty
and thy presses with new wine.” He
Lelieved that the church had taken up
this matter not as & plaything, not as
something meraly to be eloguent about,
but in earnest, and only required to be
stirred up and reminded of her duty,
aund the work would go on ina way
glurifying to God, and for the wellbeing
of myriads yet unhorn,

Mr Inglis added that he had ne-
glected to explain that his principal
object in coming hume at this time was
to carry through an edition of the New
Testament in the native language of
his flock. Owing to his baving to
leave Aneitcum to take adrantage of
the return of the “John Williams,” a
cunsiderable amount of correction had
yet to be made on the translativn before
it could be sent tv the press. Iuur or
five months of hard labor on it would
yet benecessary. He proposed forthwith
to retire into some quiet corner where
he could prosecute these corrections,
and he requested the Synod to pass an
ediet rendering it something like a
misdemeanour to ask him to preach °
till that work was done. He had
brought Williamu with him, not that
he might be lionised, to which he had
great oljections, but that he might as-
sist in the completion of the translation.
Williamu knew little of Euglish, and
still less of Greek—but he knew his
own language well, and could guard
against them any such idiomatic blun-
der as that of the Frenchman who ask-
ed a company to ““squeeze” a young
lady in order to make her sing.

Williamu, a native elder of the
Church on Aneiteum, delivered an in-
teresting addr2ss, which was interpre-
ted by §Ir. Inglis.

“You great men of this city, itis
difficult for me stand ap before you and
address you. In former times my peo-

le were in a state of beathenism, sunk
o the dust of the earth, contemptible
and worthless. It pleased God in great
merey to send his servants to explain
the words of eternal life. Formerly,
when ike missionaries explained to us
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the things of this country, we said—
What kind of a country is that? But
nuw that I have come to this country, I
am weak to wonder at all that I have
seen. Furmerly, I and my friends
were all 1n darkness. When the word
of God came unto us we said, What a
word is this? But now that I have
come to this land I am made to wonder.
I thank God who has put His word in
this land, and I pray that it may be
extended ia this land avd all lands. It
reminds me of Peter when he said,
“What am I that I should withstand
God? 'What am I that I should speak
before you all? I thaok God for what
he has done, ahd I will trust in him.—
It rejoices me to see 8o many people in
this house. You appear as numerous
as a whole population. I am amazed
at the numbers of people everywhere
in this land. They are like the sand
by the sea shore. In my country they
have to irrigate land to make things
grow ; but this is a land where the
water fluws of its own accord into every
man’s garde. I rejoice in the abun-
dance of you. blessings. Do compas-
sionate a people who are living in
darkness. Do compassionate a pecople
who have none of this water. Send
them this water of life, that it may re-
fresh them and save their souls. Let
our prayers rise up to God in behalf of
those who are living in darkness. God
is willing to hear prayers on their be-
half. And you, m.nisters, do not be
nmowilling to teach those the way to
heaven who do not know that way,—
.ae way that leads up to the Saviour
aud to heaven, There are many of
them.

c— m———

LETTER FROM THE REV. DR. BEGG.
To the Editor of the Registor.
Edinburgh, Sept. 22nd, 1860.

Sir,—May I beg that you will kind-
ly insert the enclosed docaments in your
Journal. We are especially anxious to
reach the scattered children of Scotland,
and such as trace their spiritual descent
to our land in America, and we do not
know in what other way to accomplish
our object. The people of Scotland are
engaged at present in an imporiant
work, that of erecting a great Protestant
Iustitute as a weorthy monument to
John Knox and the Reformers of 1560.
‘We have just celebrated at Edinburgh

the Tricentenary of the national abolis-
tion of Popery with great enthusinsm.
Another important historical period is
Jjust before us,—the 20th of December
next, when the first General Assernbly
of Scotland was held,—the prdcious
germ out of which almost all the Pres-
byterian Churc'es in Great Brliasin,
Ireland and America have since sprung.
‘We propose to hold public worship and
thanksgiving on that day, we.earnéstly
trust that our byethren in distant lands
will join with us. We pronose alsp to
make a gollection on thar day for. the
Protestant Institute of Seotland. as a
suitable token of gratjtnde, and we re
anxions that out. friends in other Jands,
whom... the Lord_has  prospered. with
worldly méans, shonld join their gontri-
butiong with ours. ' Scotland “needs
their help at the present’ moment, for a
great struggle to destray.the. Reforma-
tion in Great Britain has. beghn, sup-
ported by grants from the Popish Pro-
paganda, the Puseyism of England, and
even by large grants’ from the British
Treasury.. There is on the ather hand
great apathy and division amongss our-
salses; but we. look. forward to the
Protestant Tgstitute o5  tower and cen-
tre of strength, a “great_means uunder
God of arousing and Concefifrating the
nobler spirit of other and better days.
A large sum_however i3 still necessary
to establish the Institute free from debt.
The contributions of our brethren from
all lands will be most welcome, and as
Scotland seldom makesa formal appeal,
we trust that this one, made in such in-
teresting circumstances, will be cogdial-
ly and liberally responded to.
am, &ec.,.
Jaxes Beeo, Convener.

LAYING THE POUNDATION STONE OF THX

PROTESTANT INSTITUTE OF SCOTLAND.

At the conclusion of the services in
the ¥ree Assembly Hall, the Chairman,
members of committee, and a large
number of clergymen and laymen,
formed in processional order in the
quadrangle of the College, and marched
to the spot, on the north side of Mer-
chant Street, at the foot of one of the
arches of George IV. Bridge, where
the foundation stone of the Protestant
Tostitute of Scotland was to be laid.~
Among the gentlemen wh» took part in
the prooession were Dr. Begg ; Profes-
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sor Lindsay.United Pree! yierinn Church
Glasgow ; Professor M'Micl-ael, United
Preshyterian  Chuyeh,” Dumferline ;
Professur Lorimer, Loudon ; Pri fessor
Hetherirgtorn, Qlasgaw : Rev, Sir, H.
W. Monerieff; Rev '€ "Chin quy, Can-
ada: Rev. Mr. Young: Rev. Jobn
Watson 3 Mr. - Rolert” Morvison, of
Harvieston 3 "Bailie® Blackudder; Pro-
fessar Bulfour ; Di. Greville ; Lieuten-
ant-Culonel Davidson; ¥Mr. D. Dickson,
Mr. Peter Séott; ¢fe. "A rumber of
ladies were also acévnimotiaed on the
the platfrms .which surrcunded the
ted of the rtone. =~ R Dr. B
After prayei by the Rev. Dr. Begg.
Mr. P?nngous, };béﬁ' Secretary of %ége
Institute, read the following bst of the
papers, ete., enelosed in a Latile, to be
embodied in the stone :—Programine
of the arrangements cu 1 ecied with
1. ying the foundation of the Iustitute;
list of suliseribers for the erection of
the Luildivg; programme of the pro-
ceedings connected with the present
Tri-centenary Commemorstinn of the
Reformation; copies of ti e Bulwark,
the Wilness, the Cualedonian Mercury,
and the National Standerd; aund the
current coins of the realm. The bottle
was ther placed in the haids of Robert
Maorvison, E-q., Harvieston House, by
whor it was placed in the cavity pre-
red to receive it, and the stone was
owered. Mr Morrisun then applied
the square, plumb, and maliet, in the
usual manner, and, with much feeling,
briefly expressed the high avatification
which he expericnced in having been
privileged to Jay the foundaiiou stone
of the Protestant Iustitute of Scotland.
Rev. Dr. McCrie then came forward
and suid—Dear brethren and fellow-
citizens, having been requested to speak
3 few words on the interesting and
auspicious occasion, I have only to say
that I congratufate my tellow-citizens
on the prospect of such a monument
a5 is now 10:}h€ eréctéd on this spot;

for although’ npw: sfationed in the me-
tropalis of England;sF am 4 ‘native of
Edinburgh,and; ofR1 feel detmiy inter-

ested in all th advance its
interests,  Wegdiaye'n 4 the fonu-
dation of a- Uuilding, Whiel; ‘though it
may bave nbi-chiims to ‘ecclesiastical
senctity or tousehiféctiral beduty, may
yet render far more 3fectual service to
the country, fn her Kighest and holiest
interests, than any mere monument of

stone, however richly adorned, or how-

ever magnificently constructed. From
the limited nature of the ground, few
are now permitted to witness the sim-
ple cercmonial of .his duy ; but gene-
rations yet unborn, may yet arisa,
through the fenyth snd hreadth of Scot-
land, to blees the hearts ti-ut prompted,
the heads that devised, and the bands
that inaugurated this Insitution—an
institution intended to vai-e up a good}
company of volunteers, furnished wit|
weapons suited to the warfare in which
they may be called to engage in the
last struggle between the followers of
medizval superstition ana the cham-
pions of primitive purity and eternal
truth, They will serve us n spiritual
militia, fitted to compete with the emis-
saries of Rome, ready for every emer-
gency; and by awakening the old
Scottigh spirit of determined resistance
to Popery, they may bLe the means of
raising up a phalanx of devoted Chris-
tian men, who in the language of our
natioeal poet, in the hour of peril,

“May stand, a wall of fire, sround their
much-loved isle.”

Rey. Dr. Lindsny, United Presbyte-
rian Church, Glasgow, after adverting
to the recent spread of Pupery, and the
necessity of earnest effirt on the part
of Protestants to couuteract its influence
alluded to the wide ares from whiek
representatives of diffe:c .r Ciwristian
communions had been +rawn to the
present meetings and t'e frecdom of
statement which was allowed in them.
He then proceeded to sux - T too, at the
present moment, feel & «¢ -tment strug-
gling in my bosom for utierance. whic
I must express, though I L ow it is met
shared in by the bulk «f « «e who are
present. ~ The subject 1 m alluding
to is the endowment of Maynooth.—
According to my view, i +~ed, all na-
tional endowments of re: «n ure un.
warrantable, and have atoral ten-
dency, when left to their ancontrolled
influence, to do serious .. -.nuge to the
cause of genuine godli: ~s. That,
however, is not a point 1 .n going to
enter upon. What of Muyiouth, then?
Well, this is my view. [ léok upon
Popery, not simply asa religion, but
an infamous conspiracy avainst the.re-
ligious liberties of all mankind. There
are, therefore, I think, specinl reasons
for the gbolition ot -Popish eudowments
m this country ;. and I can quite conaci-
entiously join in any agitation‘which
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seeks to deliver the eonutry from the
sin and folly of upholding the delusions
of the Papacy. At the same time, I
bave a convietion deejly seated in my
bosom, which gathers strength from
day to duy, that all vur effurts to effect
the disendowment of Popery in this
country will prove ultogether unavail-
ing, o long as Protestant churches
and schopls are sustyined by the funds
of the State. My cu..viction is, that,
it the Protastant world would tear it~
sell free from all dependence for support
upon national funds, then at once we
could compel Popery to stand among us
upon her own legs, and, in a fair stand
up fight between the two sy.tems, I
comud have no doubt that Protestants,
utting forth all their energies, and
eeling dependent upon themselves
under God, would speedily, with the
blessing of Heaven, achieve a complete
victory, But I must stop. If the
simple ohject of this ustitute were
to agitate against May.ooth, while I
could not but approve of it, I would
yet consder it a hopeless undertaking,
for the reason already stated. Far
more extensive, however, is its design,
and it will serve as a rallying point to
all the Protestants of the Iand. By
means of lectures, periodicals, and
other publications, it will pour forth
a continuous stream of Christian know-
Tedye nm g ou. own perple; and i
wiil wsi. ~erve the purpose of exposing
the delusions, superstitions, and lies of
Popery. What a glorious thing will it
be for y ;ung maen to have their minds

imbued dere with sound views of the-

pature i Pupery, and to be thus pre-
pared for guing lorth as missionaries to
France, and Spain, and Italy, the cen-
tral seat f the Man of Sin?” May the
Lord abundantly bless this Institute,
and muke it a blessing.

At the close of the ceremonial, a
number of the company visited the old
Magdalen Chapel, .which forms part of
the property acquired by the Institute.
Dr. Begg mentioried fome particulars
regarding the history of the chapel, and
its present uses,.and stated that the
body of ‘the good™” Duke of Argyle,
who suffered martyrdom for the canse
of Protestantism and Presbytery, had
been laid out on the table which atood
in the middle of the chapel. Thisin-
teresting fact among other things, had
induced him (Dr. Begg) to desire very
earnestly the presence of the present

Duke of Arcyle at the laying of the
foundation ~one of the Protestant Ins-
titute, an." the great commemoration
meetings v’ ‘ch were now bLeing held in
this city. ilis Grace, however, had
declined t - e, having somehow ot
the idea int his head—an idea which
he (Dr. B.2s) thought was a most
absurd one. hat which he did not think
he bad be 1 able to dislodge — that
there was ~ mething of political party
mixed up cith these demuiatrauons,
and that tl vrefore he ought tn keop
clear of the.n. Dr Bepg then dirccted
attention t. ~ume fine old specimens of
stained gl.<x in the windows, and
stated thut the steeple was furnisi «d
with a very fine bell, which w.3 te-
lieved to l.ive Leen manutacturcd in
Spain, and to contain a good de.ii of
silver in ity composition. IIe ha ,e-
ceived sevial tempting offers fir it,
but the Pr.testant Institute were de-
termined to keep it, a8 well as the otler
old relies cu.cected with the build., g,
The Rev. D+ then expressed his readi—
ness to gratity the visitors with a spwci-
men of the id beli’s qualities, aud i+ a
few minates its rich silvery tone was
heard ringing out a jubilint peal wier
all the Cowgate and Grassmurket, in
celebration of the founding of :the
“Protestant Institute of Scotland.”

BVENING BLETING.

The final cvening weeting was 1014
in the Free Assembly Ilall at eovon
o’clock. The Sar] of Shaltesbury -7
ing been expected to preside and ‘o
speak on tie oceasion, the Lail was
dengely filled at the hour of comaene-
ing. The nobh e Earl did not, howeser,
make his :ppearance, and Dr Bigg
intimated that he had been detaired in
London by the pressare of his Pailia—
mentary duties. Colonmel Walker, R.
A., took the chair, and made some von-
demnatory remarks on the shuffiing nnd
temporiaing policy of both the preat
political parties in Parliament, in regard
to Protestantism and Popery. The Rev

-C. Chinigquy, and several other speak-
“erd, principally from Ireland, success-

ively addressed the meeting, chiefly in
reference to the objects and efforts of
the societies with which they were
oonnected. On the motion of the Rev, .
Jon. Watson, votes of thanks were

passed to the various speakers, {o the
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committes who had arranged the pre-
gent series of meetings, and to the
committee of the Free Church Assem-
bly Hall. Dr Begg then gaveout the
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conclading verses of the 90th Pasalm,
and the meeting terminated about
eleven o’clock.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, &.

The Presbytery of Pictou met at New An-
nan for the Presbyterial visitation of the
congregation on Tuesday 18th Sept. The
results of the examination wae in the high-
est degree satisfactory. Prayer meetings,
and other spiritual agencies are kept up in
& manner indicative of spiritual life, while
the fingncial affairs exhibited such gratify-
ing progress as called for the warm commen-
dations of the members of Presbytery.—
Though their minister bas only been settled
about eighteen months, yet in that time not-
withstanding the scarcity of money they
kave besides paying tho stipend, finished
their church in a2 comfortable manner, and
have erected and comploted a comfortable
manse for their minister. About ten years
they received one-sisth of a minister’s time,
snd found some difficulty in raising the
amount necessery for that purpose. Such
progress elicitcd warm commendation from
the Presbytery, which however were united
with exhortations to supply what was yet de-
ficient, and to seek further progress.

On the following day, the Piesbytery met
at Tatamagouche, for the ordination of Mr.
Thomas Sedgwick, preacher of the Gospel
to the pastoral charge of the congregation
there. The solemn services of the day were
co rmenced by the Rev. Robort Sedgwick,
father of the young minister who preached
an elognent and appropriate sermon from
Mat. viii. 20, after which "the Rev. James
Watson mounted the steps and offered up
the ordination prayer, at the close of which
Mr. 8. received the right hand of fellow~
ghip from the members of Prosbytery pre-
sent. The Rev. Duvid Roy gave the charge
to the minister, and the Rev. James Thom-
son addressed the people. The congrega-
tion as they retired welcomed "their newly
ordained pastor in the usual munner. The

.

day was fine, and the audience large and
attentive.

The Rev. Thos. Scdgwick acknowledges
tho receipt of the following sums for the
widow of the late Rev. Hugh Ross, from
the Rev. Isaac Murray.

Cavendish, £1 2g.; New London, £1 11s
3d., P. E. Island ey.—£2 53. N. 8. ey.

The agent acknowledgos receipt of the
following sums for Register and Instractor.

Rev. James Allan, £0 5 @
Rev. Allan Fraser, 2 096
Dr. Creed, 03 ¢

Piotou, 3rd November, 1860,

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. Measrs
Roy, John Stewart, Walker, Bayne, and
*Blair—Mr Stewart Chairman, and Mr Bayne
Secretary. .

Corresponding 3embers.— Rev. John I.
Baxter, Onslow; Rev. J. McCurdy, New
Brunswick ; Rev. Isaso Murray P. B. Is.

NOTICE.

We have detained our present No. in the
hopes of being ablo to intimate the arrange-
ments made for conducting tha periodieals of
the Church for next year. Unexpected dif-
ficulties have occurred in the way of the
Committeo carrying out the arrangemsnt
contomplated at Synod, viz: instead of bav-
ing two perisdicals as the Instructor and
Rogister, to have one at 2¢. 8. Circumstan-
ces unknown to the Synod at the time may
render it necessary to delay such a change
for a year, and in the meantime to adopt an
arrangoment similar to the present. But
our next No will be issucd early, when the .
final arrangement will be apnounced.



