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FOREIGN MISSIONS.

LETTER FROM MR. MATIIESOX.

Aneiteum, Oct. 17, 1859,
My Dgar BrRoTHER :—

You are probably in the receipt of vur
last letters sent by China, It so, you
will be aware that we have left our
station upon Tena for some time, and
also of the cause of our having returned
to Aneiteum. As twelve months have
now nearly elapsed siace our settlement
upon Tana, and as missionaries are
generally expected to write an annual
report of their labors, I embrace the
present opportunity of forwarding you
3 brief account of the manner in which
we have been employed during the past
year. During the first month of our
residence upon Tana, my time was
wholly occupied with manusl labour
about the house and premises. After
that we began to apply ourselves as
closely as possible io the mequisition of
the lauguage, which is the first thing
demanding attention after you have a
house in which to live. We soon suc-
ceeded in gathering up a sufficient
cumber of phrases to enable us to con-
verse a little with the natives in their
own language. Early in January we
opered a morning school at our station,
which I superintended, and another at

a village called Anuakaraka, about a
mile distant, which was conducted by
Talip, one of the Aneciteum teach-
ers. As might be naturally expected,
the aitendance at each of the schools
was but small and very irregular for
several weeks, Their conduct however
while in school was much better tnan
we could have expected, considering
that they kuoow nothing of the nature
of a school—had never before ecen a
letter, and could not perceive any tem-
poral advantage that might he gained
by attending the school. One of our
chiefs named Viavia, who lives quite
pear vs, attended regalarly, and soon
mastered the alphabet, which he con-
sidered a great achieverent. Ile ap-
pears very anxious to learn to read,
and often used to go into the schaol
1oom and point out the letters (which
were pasted upon the wali), to others
equally desirous to read, but not so far
advanced. On the Srbbath we had
three places of pullic wership—the
central one at our vwn station, ir which
we had service every Sabbath morniag;
one at Anuakaraka, and the third at a
village called Kuamara; at each of
those two stations we had service every
alternate Sablath afternoon. Having
no Church, or even a large school house
at our station, we were obliged to as-
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gemble in the yard on Subbath morn-
ings : but thongh all out doors affurded
us ample chureh accummodation, yet it
was not very comfortable neither in hot
nor vetin wet weather, evnsequently the
attendance upon public worship was not
as goud as we could have desired, nor
even as it would have been had we but
a building in which to assemble. To
remedy this evil, we resolvei upon
building a churel, though we evidently
gaw thatit would be an undertaking not
easily accomplished, asv.e had not any
material at hand with which to com-
menece, neither had we any suitalle
articles of barter with which to purchase
the wood from the natives, and also to
pay forits carriage. It ig, however, a
bad wind whiclh blows nobody good,
and at that very time there huppened
to Le an old trading vessel wrecked in
the harbour, having on hoard a large
guantity of the kind Qf trade which we
required.  Upon hearing of it I imme-
diately wrote to Mr. Copeland who was
then l‘iving at Port Resolution, :113(] re-
quested him to purchase a quantity of
Lnives, hatchets, &e., &e. lle did =o,
and forwarded them the following day.
The wood with the exception of some
large logs had all to earried some 41 or
5 miles, ny the patives. The chief,
{rom whom we received the wood, not
only sent his men but also assisted them
himself in cutting and carrying out, not
only a part, but a sufﬁciex_acy of wood to
finish the church, which isa good sub-
stantial building, 24 x 48 fect. After
the erection and completion of the house
in March, the attendarce upon public
worship began to increase daily, and
the average attendance in Barch and
April was from 180 to 230—in the pre-
ceding months from 50t070. At Apu-
akaraka the average attendance was
about 40, and at Kuamara about 125,—
We had aleo native worghip in our own
house four nigh's in the week, for the
benefit of those who might feel disposed
to attend. That meeting was very irre-
gularly attended, some evenings there
might not be more than 4 or 5 persons
present, other evenings some 25 or 30.

Mrs. Matheson had also a number of
girls wud young wemen whom she was
teaching to sew. Of them she might huve
had any number and for any length of
time, but as the portion of mission goods
that fell to our lot was very small, she
was obliged to receive only a limited
number, not having cloth for the half of
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those who requested it.  Alout the
middle of March I begun to find that
my strength was not altogether sufficient
tu enable me to discharge all the duties
necessardy  devolving upun a person
during the first stages of a mission.—
Daring the month of April being unable
to attend to ail my duties, I way request-
ed by Messrs. Geddio and Inglis to re~
turn to Aneiteum for some time, hoping
that the change of situation as well as
a cessation from labour, might prove
beneficial. I complied with their request
and returned in the lust week of April,
but did not rally very much for some 8
or 10 weeks.  About the middle of July,
by the Liessing of God, I Legan to gain
strengtb, and fondly hoped that we
might soon Le permitted to resume our
Lahours : mong thase for whose spiritual
welfare we would gladly spend and be
spent.  In August I intended to have
returned, but the Lrethren here who are
Letter acquainted with the nature of the
climate and also of the difficulties to he
encountered upon a heathen isiand,
thought that such a step would he very
injudicious, especially as we may be as
usefully employed bere as at our own
station.  We are now living a village
called (Umej) Umetch, where Simeona
the Samoan teacher resided. We will
probably remain here until after the
rainy scason. We have aleo two Tanese
lads living with us, from whom we are
endeavouring 1o acquire a knowledge of
their language, in order that we may be
thie better prepared for communicating
knowledge if spared to return.

The Samoar teacher corducts school
at this station every mornir g, (Saturday
excepted), or rather tamily worship, s
the exercise consist simply of praise,

rayer and the reading of a chapter.—
]I)n the afternoon we have school four
days in the week.  On Wednesday
prayer meetings, and Saturday the
natives consider as their own day. In
the forenoon they gather food and woc 3
for the Sabbath, and in_the afternocn
prepare their food, thus avoiding all
ceoking upon the Subhath day.

I need not toll you:that leaving our
much loved station u Tana, was to
us both a very sore tffal. During the
six months that we wekre permitted to
labour there we became very much at-
tached to the natives, and many of them
apparently so to us; and we had enter-
tained the hope of being instrumental in
the hand of God in doing something for
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that poor and degraded, though deeply
interesting people. Our hopes have
however been blasted for the present,
and how long they may continue so we
know not ; only of this we aro assured,
that Gud reigoeth, and that if it be for
the promotion of his glory that we ever
be privileged to return to the scene of
our former labours, he will so overrule
in his own good time and way; mean-
while we would patiently wait the deal-
ings of God towards us, remembering
that health and gickness are his agents
—that he saith to the oune go and it
goeth, to the other come and it cometh ;
therefvre instead of murmuring or re-
pining at the aflictive dispensations of
God, we would rather endeavour to trace
in ther: the hand of a kind Father, and
in doing so we cannot fail to discover
wisdom and goodness in all bis ways
ot dealing. Trusting that we have an
interest in the prayers of the church,
and praying that the epirit from on
high may be poured on us all.
I remain,
Yours truly,
J. W. Maroesox,

Rev. James Bayne.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE,

The 1ric.. 3 of onr mission will pe-
ruse with decp interes, “the fnllawing
ietter from Mrs. Paton,—the last she
ever wrote, We append also seme ex~«
tracts from the letters of her husband.
They are interesting, as evincing her
unwavering devotedness to the interests
of the mission, as well as the peculiarly
distressing circumstances of loneliness
and danger in which her husband has
been left. It should have been nwen-
tioned in regard to the letter from Mr.
Paton, which appeared in our last No.,
that like what follows, it was but a few
detached estracts. These letters ure
not to the Sceretary, nor written for
the eye of the whole church. They are
private correspondence, and e be s to
thark those friends who have pliced
them at our disposal, as the extracts we
append are fitted to be exceedingly - se-
tul, and give some details in regai: to
the work in Tana.

EXTRACTS FROM HRS. PATON’S LETTER.

Port Resolution,
Tuna, 20th December 1438,

My dear Father, Mother, and Sistevs,
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—When I wrote last, we were just about
to leave Aneitcum for Tana, the sohero
of our future lubors. )

After bidding farewell to our kind
friends in Aneciteum, we (Mr. and Mrs,
Matheson, Mry. Copeland, Mr, Paton,
and I, along with Mr. Geddice), left its
peacoful shores to enter into the trials
and dificulties of missionary life. One
can_have no ides of the durk and de-
grading state of these poor heatlien,
unless really among them. Still, wo
trust, that the eloud which has so lung
enveloped Tana, swill now le rolled
away, und the light of the Sun of Right-
eousness irradiate this dark land. We
have been here about two months, aud
so far the people among whom we live
appear friendly. An extensive priest-
hood reside in the neichborhood of the
voleano, from whom we anticipate much
opposition, as they know whenever the
missionary gains a tooting among the
people, their influence is I(st. A great
many of the Tarese speak very good
English, from their having so mucl in-
tercourse with foreigners: hut that only
makes them the more difficult to man-
age, for they learn all their vices, but
none of their virtues (if those whom
they weet with possess any). They are
yery avaricious. If one renders the
Least assistance, he demands a most. o7
orbitant pay. indeed, we can hardly
satsfy them.  We have a number of
male, but few female visitors, the latter
being just slaves, and do all the work.
The gentlemen disfigure their faces
with red and black paint, and always
carry spears and clubs. .

At first I was quite shocked with
their appearance, but one soon hecomes
accustomed to such sights. They like-
wise possess money and muskets—guns
and tobaceo Leing the chief oljects of
their ambition. Indeed, such'is their
degraded condition, that were not the
power and grace of God all-sufficient,
one might almost despair of naking
any impression on them. All the na-
tives are in a state of entire nudity,
with this exception, that females weap
short petticoats made of grass.

Young girls are very fond of beads,
and sometimes have their necks quite
covered with them. They likewise hore
large holesin their ears, from which
they suspend yolls of tortoise shells,
Two or three little girls come about me,
who I am teaching to sew and sing,
but no great good can he accomplishgd
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until we master the language. Weo have
picked up a good masy words. and 1
trust, with the blessing of God, will
soon be ablo to apeak to them of things

ortaiving to their everlasting peace.

ort resolution is a most beautiful bay.
I bave never scen such a lovely spot.
Indeed, everything around delights the
gye, but only man, man s vile. Qur
house is situnted at the head of the Lay.
It is built on the foundation of Mr Tur-
ner’s house, from which he had to fly
fifteen years ago. The sea at full tide
comes within a few yards of the door,
80 that we have only apace for a amall
garden in front, though plenty behind
and around the house, We are busy ar-
ranging and putting things to right.
Mr Copeland is staying with us at pres-
ent. During the rainy season he is to
be sometimes with us, and sometimes
with Mr Matheson, as the latter is in
delicate health. Mr Copeland is a strong
vigorous man, both in regard tc head
and kands.

I am beginning to collect shells, &ec.,
for the home box. Mrsand MrJ. Tur-
ner are going home with the ‘ John
Williams” next year. The weather is
very hot. The thermometer averages
from 80° to 85°. The rainy season
having wow set in, itis not likely we
wilt have many opportunities ¢f either
receiving or sending letters for at least
three or four months. I am wearyin}
very much to hear from you. Ican
hardly realise that nine months have
now rolled away since I left **bonn
Scotia.” Hew many chunges will take
place before I again revisit it. Both
Mr. Paton and I are in excellent health,
and though we feel the heat oppressive,
like the climate very wrell. I hope you
are all well and happy. Happy new

ear to you all, and many returns of it.
gam writing very hurriedly, as a ves-
se) has called in, but is going away to-
morrow morning. Iowever, I thought
you would like a letter short and sweet,
rather than mone. I expectto getall
the news when you write, for my inter-
est and affection for home and home
folks have not in the least abated. I
must now conclude, with kindest love
to my dear father, dear mother, dear
Janet, dear Lizzy, and all my old com~
panions. Ever, believe me, your loving
daughter end sister,

M. A, Parox,

P. S.—7You must not think from
what I have told you of Tana that we
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are in the lexst frightened. A man—of
war sometimes pays them a visit, and
has alrea”  giver: them some very sal-
utary less: 1,

EXTRACTS FROM MR. PATON’S LETTER.

Port Resolution,

Tana, April 271k, 1859.

My Dear Parents, Sisters, and Bro-
thers,—I am exccedingly sorry that it
is my paintul task to inform you that
my dear, dear wite died of pericardi-
tis on the 3rd of March, at oae o’clock
A.¥.; and our dear little son, Peter
Robert Robson, who wus born on the
12th February, died on the 20th March
at 3 a. . Baby had one week of se-
vere suffering before his death. Mrs.
Paton died in & moment, and entirely
unexpected, leaving me in a state of
distress riore easily pictured than de-
scribed.  She had sensible moments
now and then, and could talk with free-
dom. During one of these intervals
she said, “O that my dear mother were
here; she is a good wo.ran my mother
—a Jewel of women!” Looking up,
she saw Mr. Copeland standing by the
bed, and exclaimed, “Oh, Mr Cos)eland,
I did not knew you were there! You
must not think from what I said just
now that I regret coming here or leay~
ing my mother; for if I had the same
thing to do over again, I wonld do it
with far more pleasure—yes, with all

Y my heart. Oh, nold do uot regret

leaving home and friends, though at
the time I felt it keenly,”

Mr. Copeland retired to rest. I eon-
tinued sitting on the bedside with her
hand in mine, and in a short ime she
again looked up, saying, “J. C. wrote
to our Janct, saying that young Chris-
tians, under their first impressions,
thought they could do anything, or
make any sacrifice for Jesus; and he
asked if she helieved it, for he did not
think they could when tested ; but
Janet wrote back that she belioved they
ceuld, and 1 belicve it is true.”

Port Reselution,
Tana, 26tk May, 1899,
My Dear Brother Walter,—Before
receiving this you will have learned o,
the death of my dear wife, which took
place on ¢he 3rd of March, at one o'clock
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a. M, and of the death of our dear little
son, on the 20ch March, at three o’clock
a. M. I gave youall the particulars
in my two last letters; one of which
was sent by Aneiteum, and the other
by Erromanga. 'The one sent by An-
eiteum, was addressed to father; that
by Erromanga to Mr. Robson, enclosing
a short note to father. I have embrac-
ed every opportunity of sending letters
since Mrs. Paton’s death, indeed since
coming to these Islands; and so far as
sble will do so in future. I have got
no letters trom home but those received
in Melbourne, and I am wearying very
much to hear from you all. Ilere, we
have few opportunities of either send-
ing or receiving letters. Mrs, Paton
and I lved very happily, and now I
feel her loss exceedingly, when left
alone on thig-dark heathen island. As
yet, L canpét, see how I am to succeed
= well with the work withoat her, tor
she was a wonderful help to me; noth-
ing dismayod her, and her accomplish-
ed mind and matured judgment render-
el her advice invaluable. Many a
sleepless and lonely night I had, during
Lier trouble and Deter’s. She uwever
murnmared, but was always very cheer-
ful; and now [ believe made herself sp-
pear wuch better than she veally was,
for fear of gricving me; for from the
day of our marringe I always had a
stronge presentiment that ¥ would lose
ker soon and suddenly. God gave and
e has taken away, blessed he His holy
name. I try to feel resigned, but it is
very difficult; for O! it seemsd hard to
be so left, and to lose one that was so
singularly qualified for the work, and
with whom I lived so very happily;
yet God doeth all things well.  After
her death I was much set on the dear
child, and hoped earoestly that he
would ve spared. IIis countenance was
so expressive of his mother’s, and he
scemed such u Jovely child; but God took
him, and I believe he is too wise to err;
yet I cannot help mcurning their ah-
sence, for it is very trying to be here
alone in such circumstances. Mr.
Matheson’s Jife being despaiied of, he
has been removed to Aneitcum. Mr.
and Mrs. Inglis come howme in August
with the “John Williams” Mr. Cope-
land has gone to Aneiteum to occu
his station i}l his return; so that for
some time it is likely I will he all alone
oh Tana ; but I feel happy in prosecu-
ting the work if I am well, aud soon I
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hope not to feel so lonely. I bave had
fever and aguo almost constantly since
baby was horn on the 12th of February.
I have had fever and ague severely rix
times in succession. It generally lasts
about six days at a time, and even then
overy other day you feel pretty well.
When ill during the last six attacks,
my miand has been affected ; and I feel
so reduced in body, that I am resolved
togo to Amneiteum with the “John
Knox,” for o fortnight, and with the
divine blessing I hopo it will so improve
my health, that I may return invigora-
ted to Tana. Then I intend to com-—
mence building a church which will be
a heavy undertaking for me, with the
assistance of only four men, and these
only required to work on Mondays and
Tuesdays till twelve o’clock, for by the
arrangements of our Mission Committee
they have the rest of their time to them-
selves. I have had much Ilaborious
work since coming here, fencing, clear-
ing ground, building, plastering, join-
ing, &ec., but this will not continue
long. As the teachers’ wiyes can do
very little, I have now to do almost
everythiug for myself.

Mrs. Paton’s and Peter’s death gave
a serious shock to the Mission here, and
now Mr. Matheson’s trouble is causing
much exciternent. As yet, Tana has
been to me a place of trouble and heavy
trials : but I hope my cup is about full
now, and that God will soort smile on
me in his love and mercy. I hope
there are some here who feel a litt
interest in me, and if not, thercis a
Friend that sticketh closer than a bro-
ther, and while he has work for me to
do here, he will preserve me for it and
assist me in it. Tell my dear parents
not to grieve for me unduly, for, though
surrounded by savages, I feel as much

at ease of mind, so far as danger is con-
cerned, as though I were living in Tor-
thorwald village.

Now since I bave seen it, notwith-
standing of all its dangers and difficul-
ties, if, instead of my weakened ener—
gies, I bad those of fifty missionaries,
I would willingly give them all to the
work ; for the heathen are in a deple-

Y rable coudition, and it is only the gos-

pel that can elevate them.
Your affectionate brother,
Joux G. Parox,
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OTHER MISSIONS.

FREE CHURCH MISSION.
LETTERS FROM THE REV.
TINIDES.
The following extracts convey the
most recent intelligence from our mis-
sionary. Solitary in his labours, and
turnished with very limited mecans for
their prosccution in an extensive place,
he needs the sympathy and the prayers
of our people, as well as their regular
contributions for lis support. We
would invite our readers to compare
with the preseut state of our own in-
fant mission that of another cradled
amid similar difficulties and discour-
agements— see the communication of
the Rev Mr. Mayer, Jewish missionary,
Galatz, given on another page in this
nuweber. In encountering such trials,
no new thing has befallen us.

P. CONSTAN-

Constantinople, Aug. 24, 1859.

My Dear Mr. Stewarr,—I have
received yours of July 14th, with the
enclised Bill for £104, and Tam very
glad to see that you take so much in-
terest in the poor Greeks, and that you
have really been doing somethinf in
their behalf. * * * * % I
got the Bill exchanged to the discount
of three per cent., nearly four times the
value of common currency. Out of
£104 1 received only £101.

Y saw Mr Thomson, and we consuit-
ed together about the opening of a
school, but we saw at once that wecould
do nothing whatever with £50 as far
as a school is concernod. When we said
that with about £200 a year we might
have a school here, we merely mention-
tioned the least sum possible, and we
meant that a very small school might
be maintained with that sum were it
started. The Jewish missionaries pay
£300 a year for grmiserable house, 2nd
the Americans double that sum. I pay
about £80 for a little house. Itisa
.geaeral rule here to pay rents in ad-
vance, by terms at least of three months.
Could we get a house we would have to
give all the money, we have for the
school only for three months’ rent; but
how are we fo fit up the place? what
shall we give to the teacher? Ilad we
the house given us for nothing £50

would hardly suffice to got somo seats,
a stove, some fuel, and a few other
indispensille article, omitting maps,
books, &c. It must be evident that if
houses are so expensive for private
habitations, they must be much more
so for any other purpose, especially if
they are to be turned into schools and
public places of Protestant worship.
Weo must expect great difficulties and
submit to. great expenses till we get a
place of our own. Mr Thomson thinks
with reason that if you conld not send
us money enough at least for six
months’ 1ent, to fit up the place and
to pay the teacher, the undertaking of
the school is out of the question.

The next question was what should
we do with the little money you sent
us. We thought of laying it by till
we heard again from you, but on fur-
ther consideration we could not make
up our mind to hide in the grouad the
small talent the Lord has given us.—
We have been waiting for it long
enough. We could not bear the thought
of waiting another moment when im-
mortal souls are at stake and never
ending hell is in the future, and the
precious opportunitics of their salva-
tion are flecting fast away. In your
letter you say ,“ you hope that ere long
the Synod may furnish us with a col-
porteur.” Providence has thrown one
—the most suitable person —in our
way, and we have agrecd ‘to employ
him forthwith., We are to give him
what all colporteurs get here, 2. ¢, £60
a year. I would not have taken this
step alone, butas I act by the advice
of the hest man I could have I hope I
am not acting against the Synod. Now
a few words about our colpoitenr.

George Cazacos—for this is his name
—is a fine, pious, and well educated
young Greek. Ie has been employed
as a colporteur by the American Mis-
sionaries and by other Societies for the
last six years. He has a very pleasant
way, and a very attractive manner in
approaching people and turning all
gossip into religious conversation. The
coffee house here is the chief place of
public resort where crowds repair every
evening, and after the toil of the day
enjoy the pleasures of social life. There
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you may sce the Turk, the Jew, the
Greck and the Armenian mingling to-
gether in common conversation, or list-
ening to the story of some medak, or
story teller, forgetful of their innate,
fatal antipathies.” Amidst the various
crowd, Cazacos oft takes his seat, and
from the licentivus talo of some Arabian
prince he dircets the attentiou of his
neighbours to sublimer objects. About
a year ago he had been engaged by the
Jewish Missionaries of the Church of
Scotland at Salonica. Iie had been the
means of doing a great deal of good
there, but the climate did not agree
with his constitution, and his health at
last has given way. Almost dead about
a month ago he returned here, but I am
glad to say that he is fast recovering
now. I sincerely believe that the Lord
has prepared a great work for him, for
he is a “chosen vessel.” Amoung the
many justances of this happy success in
the field of Christ the following is very
siriking. A few days betore he left
Salonica he held a conversation with a
few Greeks on religious subjects. One
of the Greeks was rather troublesome,
and opposed him very much. Ere
Cazacos had done with his preaching
the fanatical Greek began to grow seri-
ous and to feel uncasy. In the evening
he called on Cazacos, like Nicodemus of
old, to hear more of the kingdom of
heaven.  They sat up late, and the
man Jeft the colporteur full of anxious
thoughts. Ere the day dawned, ere
Cazacos was up, the stranger came to
awake him to pray with him to the
Saviour, and also to see how the Evan-
gelical prayed. They “pr-vented the

awning of the morning and cried,”
and the man seems to be another crea-
ture ever since. He has embraced the
gospel, and leaving his country came
here to follow the dis tates of his con-
science and the voice ot God with more
freedom. BSince he came here he has
been attending regularly our Church,
and he seems to be the most attentive
man I ever saw. Iis information is
not very extensive, but he spéaks the
modern Greek purer thanmany profes-
sors I have heard, and the est thing
about him is that he grasps at once
every idea you try to convey to him.—
He is doing his businecs and serving
his God like one who has known the
truth from his birth-day. The Lord
has encouraged us greatly in this case.

As to our little congregation I cannot
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say that it has increased much, but
there is this about, that while many
leave us constantly it hasnever deereas-
ed. Several individuals have left Con-
stantinople, two of whem are gone to
Athens, but our numbers are still about
the same.

A few weeks ago & young man ealled
on mo wishing to have his name enrol-
led in the Protestant list, and to join
our conmunion, telling me that he is
an Evangelical. Ife comes from a little
village on the eastern shore of the sea
of Marmera. Iis father is a Greck
Haji, or a pilgrim to the Ifoly Land,
and, in consequence, onc of the most
fanatical and superstitious Greeks. The
young man was working as a joiner
with an Armenian. The Armenian
Leing a DProtestant, tried always to
preach to his fellow—workmen the un-
searchable riches of Christ. The young
Greek at first could not understand the
sound of the Gospel, and although he
listened to the preaching of his neigh-
Lour, he was utterly indifferent at his
sayings. Ile wasone of those good-
henrted fellows whe will listen to and
approve of the truth, yet so listless, that
they are the most discouraging. The
servamt of Christ persevered, indiffer-
cnce hegan to give way to interest, in—
terest to concern, and concern to anxie-
ty.  The thoughtless, light-hearted
young Greek was converted into a grave
anxious inquirer. Iis father the Haji,
his mother, his brothers and sisters,
saw the change and felt uneasy about
him—especially because he had heen
working with the Protestant. Accord-
ing to the customs of his village, they
undertook to marry him by force. His
father, tho pilgrim to the sepulchre of
Him who died for sin—did not wish
him to enter his house unless he came
drunk. The young Christian now had
to give up father and mother, house
and friends, and all, to take up his
cross and follow the Saviour. In Nova
Scotia, people only read of these things;
they cannot exactly understand them:
here they are daily to us far more elo-
quent preacher thau all the Doctors I
have ever heard. The new proselyte
came herc to serve the Lord he has
learned to love, and just now he is
waiting me down stai*s to go and speak
to him,

As we have got a Colporteur, some
tracts and religious books will he re-



40

uired for him to distribute nlong with
%iblcs which we may get from the Bible
Society’s depot here. Itisalamentablo
fact, that ulthough the Grecks are tio
wost learned of all the nations here, we
have the least religious publications.—
Mr. Thomson feels the want of Greek
tracts very much, as his colporteurs are
corstantly asked for them, and they
nonv to give. I consulted with him,
and also with Dr. Rigs, an American
missienary, who formerly had been
-abouring among the Greeks, and the
Doctor’s advice is, that as the American
Religious Tract Socicty alono could
grant funds for the publication ot for-
eign tracts, you should apply to that
society. I could not menfion any par-
ticular tracts just now, but I have
translated one of the London Religious
Tract Society’s by the advice of Mr.
Thomsor, and I got the Psalms put in
verse like the Scotch Psalter, and if we
had the means, we might get these
printed.
* * * * * * *
The urgent work of my father obliges
him %o leave me during the winter, and
I must go zad take lodgings somewhere
alone. Idread the thought. a3 the peo-
le ar very bad and society very low.
ray for me, pray for our mission, and
believe me, dear Mr. Stewart, most

faithfully and affectionately yours,

PETROS CONSTANTINIDES.

Constantinople, August 29,1859,
My Dear Mr. STEWART:—

* % % % OnSabbath last Iopened
a Bible Class for the young men of my
little congregation, and I was glad to
see six young Greeks who came to
search with me the Scriptures. We
met in a place wherein we cannot meet
again, and I must look out for a new
p?ace for nexi Sabbath. I long to get
a place which we could call our own,
and wherein I could preach end teach,
and live, and open a school. I cannot
continue amongst the Roman Cathojics
for a long time, and I trust you will
relieve me soon. You must undertake
the schoo] with all your energies, fcr
you must consider it as the life of our
mission. Mr. Thomson laments that
we could do nothing ere this.

Do write me soon, and believe me
most faithfully and truly ever yours,

PeTROS CONSTANTINIDES.
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ALEPPO.

PROPOSED MISSION TO THE ARARS.

The following letter of the Rev. R.G.
Brown of Aleppo, dated 28th October,
contains intelligence thatisnew, strange,
and deeply interesting :—

‘The scvere opthalmia ander which I
have been for more than three weeks,
prevents me from writing the long let-
ter I owe you, giving an acccunt of the
various places I have visited during
the past summer; but I cannot refrain
from telling you at once what I am sure
will greatly irierest and please you.

Yesterday our esteemed cunsul, Mr.
Skene, called upon me, and very ear-
nestly asked me to aid him in seeking
the good of the wandericg tribes of the
Arabs of the desert, which approaches
this city. For two or three years his
philanthropic interest in them hasbeon
decpened by frequent visits to thewr
encampments. e has been a mediator
between the wild tribes and the Turk-
ish Government protecting them from
injustice, and holding them back from
war and predato’ ; retaliation, IHis in-
fluence among them is so great that he
was recently formally elected by them
as their Amir, Prince of all the Arabs.
Nor is this an empty title. IIe has
tested his power in variyus ways;e. .,
by ordering the restitution of 30 cam-
els, wbich they had jus$ taken from a
caravan. They were sent back at once
to their owners, and the plunderers
were punished in his presence by being
deprived of their horses. o has so far
overcome their strongest hereditary
prejudices as to persuade one of the
triles to commerce cultivating the soil,
which they have been accustomed to
congider a great degradation. The spot
scelected for the new settlement is two
hours’ distance from the Jewish town
of Tadif (the reputed site of Ezra’s
tomb), which is seven hours from Alep-
po. In consequence of Mr. Skene’s
mediation, they now frequent the city
in such numblers, that the trade in
English manufactures is sewsibly in-
creased. But Leis not content with
secking their temporal iaterests. In
his conversations with them on relig-
ious subjects, he hasfound them (though
nominally Mchammedans) without any
religion at all, either indoctrine or form.
They do notobaserve the five daily pray-
ers prescribed by Mohammed, and they
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have no priests or religious teachers of
any kind, whose interests would lead
them to oppose the entranco of truth.
The means which he suggests for ziv-
ing them the saving knowledge of
Christ are—1st, Toaching them to read
the Scriptures, by sending native Prot-
estant teachers to their encampments.
2d, The direct preaching of the gospel
by missionaries, whom he would intro-
duce to them. Ile wishes a commence-
ment to be made at Dir Hafa, the spot
a:luded to above, where they have be-
gun cultivation. IIe suggests that till
a missionary fitted to be specially ap-
pointed to the wurk be found, I might
for a time reside at Tadiff; and whilst
there carrying on the Jewish work,
mightaid him in commencing operations
amongst the Bedouins.

The country of the Nomadic Arabsis
bounded in this direction by the great
curve formed by the cities of Baghdad,
Mosul, Diabekir, Oorfa, (Ur of the Chal-
dees), Aleppo, Damascus, and Jerusa-
lem, and extends into the heart of Ara-
bia. Their numbers, as calculated from
the number of tents they assign to be
various tribes, i1s no less than four
millions. That this is not an ahsurd
exaggeration, is proved by the fact that
the Anisi (Anuesee) alone have seventy
thousand tents. This extraordinary
people possess a deep interest for every
reader of the Bible, because their un-
changed character, language, and cus-
toms illustrate g0 much of 1its history
andimagery. The Arab, hissteed, and
his tent, have for ages enriched the im-
agination of Europeans. But are we not
guilty that we have scarcely thought of
them as real men, living and dying
without the knowledge of Christ, per-
ishing from a thirst more terrible than
what they can ever endure in their
deserts—the want of the water of life ?
Thousands of petitions ascend daily for
Israel; but none pray, *“Oh that Ish-
mael might live bLefore Thee?” The
most distant island of the ocean have
heea visited ; the most savage races of
the earth have been evangelized; hut
the wanderers of the desert have Leen
forgotten. If the idea of a mission to
the Arabs has ever occarred to our mnind,
it Lias been dispetled by such consider-
ations as these:—1st, 'The danger of the
attempt. This is entircly obviated by
the fact that their most hated enemy is
absclutely safe among them if he is their
guest, and by their very friendly rela-

The Missionary Register.

41

tions with Mr. Skene. 2d, The difficulty
of acting upon a wandering people.—
This is decrcased by the new settle-
ment, and dues nct exist at all to 2 mis-
sionary and teachers whe are willing to
accompany them from one pasturage to
another. 3d, The presumption that the
race who imposed the lies of Mohammed
on many nations of nominal Christians
must be inaccessible to the gospel.—
Whatover their ancestors rmay have
Leen, the Bedouing are now very lax
Moslems. If the case were otherwise,
¢is anything too hard for the Lord?”
I will not attempt tho difficult work of
interpreting prophecy, but there are
passages in the GOth of Isaiah, which
would seem to imply that the Arab
tribes—* Kedar” and “Nebaioth”—are
to have some share in the blessings pro-
mised to Israel. The day may be near
when ¢ the desert shall rejoice, and
blossom as the rose ;” when * the Lord
shall make the wilderness a pool of
water, and dry land springs of water.”

The question I have to ask the Com-
mittee is twofold— 1st, Am I sanctioned
in attempting to commence the work
near Tadis till others are prepavel for
it? and, 2d, Would the United Presby-
terian Church be willing and able to
occupy this new field as a permanent
part of its mission operafions? Assured
you will favour me with an early reply.

P. S.—T ought to add that Mr. Skene
has requested me to engage the interest
and prayers of English Christians,
through the medium ot Sir Culling Ear-
dley.

"The preceding letter came beforo the
Conmittee on Foreign Missions at their
meeting on 6th December. They were
greatly interested by the strange state-
ments, that a Scoteman has been chosen
by the Arabs as their Prince; that a
tribe of them has conscated to secttle
down and begin to cultivate the soil;
that, though nominally Mohammedans,
they are without religion and religious
teachers, and that one of our mission-
aries has received an invitation to go
and preach to them the gospel of Christ;
and they felt that it would be wrong to
reiuse to enter this door, which scems
to ho providentially opened. At the
same time, they saw that they could
not give any opinion with regard to
what the church might do for the fu-
ture, till the trial should be made, and
full details obtamned. Ilence it was



42

that they ‘“agreed to authorise Mr
Brown to go to Tadif and make the
trinl of the new field, and to inform
him that the answer to his second
question (namely, whether the United
Presbyterian Church can undertake a
ermanent mission to these Arabs?)
will depend upon the prospeets of use-
fulness and success which trial and
in?:)uiry will open up.”
ur readers are aware that the Ar-
abs—-the Bedouins or the inhabitants
of the desert—Dboth of Asia and of
Africa, are the descendants of Ishmael,
the sen of Abraham. According to
the promise of God, given to Hagar,
they have for more than three thous-
and years “lived in the presence of
their bLrethren ;”” a distinet race that
have not mingled with the nations:
wild and wandering tribes, preserving
unchanged the customs of their ances-
tors, an” dwelling in teots in the wil-
derness. They have been for nges fol-
lowers of Mohammed, that great im-
postor who arose in Arabia, their chiel
home. Long fierce, bigoted, and ani-
mated with relentless batred to all who
bear the Christian name, lut utterly
and criminally neglected Ly the Chyis-
tian chureh, it would seem that some
tribes have forgotten the tenets of their
religious faith, and have sunk down
into a state of most delorable ignorance.
‘The British Consul of Aleppo says that
the Arabs near that town have no re-
ligion, either in decwrine or form, and
ro priests or religions teachers. The
Rev. Dr. Stewart, of Leghorn, in his
intercsting and instructive volume cal-
led the “Tent and the Khan,”” publish-
ed by the Messrs Oliphaut of Edin-
burgh, makes similar remarks with res-
pect to the Tuwerah Arabs, who inhabit
the wilderness of Sinai, and a part of
that very ** Wilderness of Paran’ where
their pregenitor, Ishmael, first erected
his tent. Ile found on conversing with
these Arabs at their head quarters in
“the Wadi Feiran,” that they were anx-
ious to be taught reading and writing,
and that they would willingly receive
and treat with kindness, any European
misgionary who should come to instruct
them. Up to this period it is believed
that no mission bas been attempted to
the Arabs.  But they are a part of the
Fcoplcs that have been given to Christ
or his inheritance, and prophecy as-
surcs us that “the kings of Sheba and
Seba shall offer gifts,” and that “Ara-
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bia’s desert ranger to him shall how the
kneo.” The spiritual blessing of Ab-
rzham shall yet fall on this people, and
they shall have a share in the spiritual
and better heritage of Abraham’s be-
]ieving children. And, ob, it would be
a delightful thing if those singular
events which have occurred near ﬁlep-
po, shall prove the opening of the door
of entrance to the evangelization of the
Arabs, and the commencement of that
work by which they shall be led to be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, the true
prophet of God,—that one sced of Ab-
raham “in whom all the families of the
earth shall Le blessed.” We have ren-
son to think that Sir Culling E. Eard-
ley—for he has heen pleased to open
correspondence with us—is, in accord-
ance with the reguest of the consul,
conveyed to him by Mr. Brown, taking
measures to engage the prayers and the
interest of the Christians of England
in this movement; and we alsn earn-
estly ask our readers to unite with them
in fervent supplications that, as the
Angel of the Covenant pointed out to
Hagar, when her son was dying of
thirst, a well in the wilderness, so he
would render the preaching of our mis-
sionary the means of opening the cyes
of those desert wanderers, to behold the
“fountain of living waters,” at which
they may drick and live for ever.

THE GOSPEL IN POLYNESIA.

The older Missions in the Islands of
the South Pacific, exhibit gratifying
indications of stability and progress.—
In Tahiti, the Churches formed by our
Missionaries have, since their expulsion
[by the French], been under the over-
sight of native Pastors, whom they
trained for that service. The Puastors
are disticguishel by assiduity and vi-
gilance, and the maintenance of Chris-
tian discipline among their people ; and
the number of Church Members is
greater than in any former period. The

ahitians generally, notwithstanding
the seductive and powerful influences
by which they are surrounded. evince &
stedfast adherence to those great prin-
ciples of Evangelical Protestantism in
which they were first taught, end to the
Word of Ged, from which those prin-
ciples are derived.

The Rev. William Howe, in addition
to his valuable labours on behalf of his
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couptrymen and other foreigners at
Papeete, continues to employ all the
means which the restraints imposed on
him by French authority admit, for the
benefit of the native Christians; and,
amidst the most trying circumstances,
he has continued to prosecute his varied
labours with unwearied diligence and
sound discretion. |

The several Missions in the Society,
Hervey, and Navigators’ Groups, in-
cluding nearly twenty islands, and
about fifty thousand people, present in
common the most satisfactory evidence
that God continues to attend with his
effectual blessing the various labours of
our Missionaries. In almost all these
Islands the last vestiges of idolatry have
Iong since passed away, and all the
people are avowedly worshippers of the
only living and true God. The Chris-
tian Sabbath is practically acknowledg-
e¢, and the Ordinances of Christian
worship observed.

Many thousands, both of adults and
children, are instructed in the schouvls,
and alithough their natural disposi-
tion and social habits are unfavourable
to persevering application, yet their
gradual improvement is incoptestible.

In the different dialects of these is-
lands, the entire Bible has, for several
years, been translated, printed and cir-
culated ; and the native christians have
manifested the most earnest desire to
possess the Word of God. Several suc-
cessive editions, amounting to several
thousands, sent out by the British and
Foreign Bible Society, have been pur-
chased at their full value, and the
amount returned to the treasury of that
Institution.

The Institutions for training Native
Teachers and Evangelists, in the islands
Tahaa, Rarotonga, and Upolu, under
the superintendence respectively of the
Rev. Jobn Barff, the Rev. George Gill,
and the Rev. George Turner, contain an
sggregate of nearly one hundred stud-
ents; and from these seminaries, many
well qualified agents bave gone forth,
some of whom are placed over the vil-
Iage congregations of their pative Is-
lands, while others have carzied the
tidings of salvation to the other groups
of the Pacific. In these regions of
darkness, several have fallen victims to
the savages whom they sought to save,
while others, by God’s mercy, have been
instrumental in turcing many from
darkness unto light, and from the pow-
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er of Satan unto God. 'These native
Agents arc all sustained by the people
among whom they labor, or by whom
they are sent forth to the heathen ; and
in addition to such support, their eon—
tributions to the cause of Missions,
viewed in relation to their very limited
resources, present an instructive exam—
ple to the Churches of our country.

These free—will offerings for the last
year reported, amounted,

In the Society Islands, to £133 8 10
In the Hervey Islands, to . . 37612 2
Aund in tho Navigators’ Islands to 610 10 0

£1120 11 ¢

Total .

The number of native Christians in
Church fellowship, according to the lu-
test returns, was as follows:—

In Tabiti . . . . . . . . . 1600
The Socicty and Austral Groups . . 1423
The Hervey Group . . . . . . 2087
In the Navigators Group . . . 2568

Total . . . . 7678

In contemplating these rewards of
Missionary toil, it hecomes us to do
honor to the faith of our fathers, by
whom the holy enterprise was commen-
ced, under accumulated difficulties and
discouragements ; and to hold in ven-
eration the memory of those Christian
heroes who labored and suffered through
the long night of toil, many of whom
died in faith, not having received the
promise : but, above all, it behoves us
to render glory to God, by whose pow-
er and grace the midnight gloom of
these distant lands has been dispersed,
and the glory of God has arisen upon
them.

The operations of the Society in Wes-
tern Polynesia have been attended with
the most gratifying success.

Messrs, Creagh and Jones commen—
ced their labors in AMare, one of the
Loyalfy Islands, in the year 1854. The
people were at that time, with few ex-
ceptions, (as the great mwjority still
continue,) blood-thirsty caonibals; yet
within four years, so mightily has the
word of God prevailed, that two Chris—
tian Churches have been formed, each
containingnearly onehundred members.
The Sabbath congregations consist of
upwards of seven hundred persons at
the one station, and one thousaad at the
other—portions of the New Testament
are already translated and printed, and
upwards of a thousand children are



44

under daily instruction. The latest
communication from Mr. Jones, dated
October last, contains the following in~
teresting and encouraying statement:—

“Since my last commubication, we
bmve held our May meeting, and for
the first time made a collection, which
amounted to £ in cash. The sum is
little, and it is great, too, wher consid-
ered in connection with the circum—
stances of the people. T trust huwever,
that their humble efforts will have a
salutary effect upon their own minds,
in teaching them the duty of the Church
of Christ, aud not less so upon the
the wealthy Christians of civilized
lands.

*There was a circumstance of great
interest connected with our meeting.
One of our Mare teachers, a few weeks
before, had arrived from the Island of
Were, with a company of natives,
bringing with them their cast away

ods, which were .shibited at the meet-
ing. Speeches, too, were made by na-
tives of Were, and interpreted by the
teacher. A great number of naked,
painted heathen of this Island were
there, listening to and witnessing all
the proceedings; and they were ap-
pealed to by the teacher to refuse the
gospel no longer, but, like the people
of Were, to cast away their foolish and
wicked practices.”

Erumanga, as the death scene of the
martyred Williams, can never cease te
be deeply interesting to the members
of that Society in whose service his
indefatigsble life was spent. The Rey
G. N. Gordon, from the Nova Scotia
Missionary Soc'ety, and his devoted
wife, with humble but beroic trust in
God, settled on this island in June,
1857, and the following communication,
written last December, must awaken
affestionate solicitude and earnest pray-
er on their behalf:

] have of late,” writes Mr Gordon,
“ visited round the east side, which
contains a very large population. and
have found the natives in general quite
accessible. I have no fear to go «mong
the most desperate savages of this Is-
land, who are wretched cannibals, be-
cause I can now speak to them the
subduing gospel of the grace of God’s
dear Sen. Without a koowledge of
their language. it is not very safe to
venture among them, because of their
enormous desire for human flesh.—
Saveral of late have been killed, an
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eaten, and bodies have been exkumed
for fuod. In one harbor we visited, the
natives of Dillon’s bay who were with
me were s0 terrificil lest this would he
their fato if they went on shore, that I
had to anchor my boat nesr to the
beach, frum which I taught the multi-
iude, like my Dlessed master on the
lake of Geneserat, ¢

I have asked the natives here im-
plicated in the death of Williams aund
Harrias—since I have obtained some
correct knowledge of their languago—
to state to e the facts of the case.
They are theso:—it was a feast day
when the first mission ship arrived.
Other foreigners, they state, had on
such ocecasions seized their food and
killed sume of them; five were killed
on one occasion, the names of whom
they have given me. It was not undl
Mr Williams attempted to walk up the
river towards the place where the feast
was holden that they resolved to Xkill
him and his companions, and several of
them mede signs to them to return to
their vessel and not to go up the river.
Oviladon is the name of the men that
killed them, and he is now with his
wife attending to religious instre -tion.
They beheld the deep distress «. ‘ap-
tain Morgan in the boat, as he lament-
ed over the fallen of the Lord, and
spake much about it. They have shown
me the places whero each of their
bodies were carried. The bead of Mr
Williams was earried, with some of his
clothes, two miles off from the river,
where I found the sealing-wax which
was in bis pocket. I can hardly des~
cribe to you my feelings as I returned
from these scenes, having had before
me the men who perp-trated these hor-
tid scenes.”

The progress of the gospel in Western
Polynesia, as compared with the earlier
efforts for its extension im the islands
previousiy enumerated, has been rapid.
This may be ascribed, instrumentally,
to various causes which will, bappily,
continue to operate with increasing
force in coming years, on other Islands
yet unblessed.  The striking improve-
ment in civilization and social happiness
produced by Christianity among the
people who have embraced it, has be-
come known to the wretched savages of
the west, and the fact has at leass
abated the’r emnity against its teachers.
The exemplification, too, of this blessed
system in the lives and teachings of the
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native Fvangslists, who, for the sake of
the Lord Jesus, have hazarded their
lives among them, has not failed to con-
voy, even to the darkest minds and
hardest hearts, an influence tending to
cnlighten and subdue : while the re-
peated visits of the Missionary ship
have given status and influence to these
devoted men. Beyond these, the carly ef-
forts of the white Missionaries who have
settled on these islands, to acquire the
language, to translate the Holy Secrip-
tures, and to make known intelligibly
to the peoEle the blessed object of their
mission—have powerfully contributed
to facilitate the progress of that happy
change which is no less wonderful than
it is delightful. But, above all, the
Spirit of God has been vouchsaled in an
unusual measure to hig devoted ser-
vants; and as they have prophesied in
his name, the dry bones of the vallley
have been quickened, and a living
army has arisen to serve and honor the
Redeemer.—Miss. Mag., June, 1859,

OLD CALABAR.
SABBATH VISITS TO THE VILLAGES OF ?HE
KWA COUNTRY.

Iipu Revels.—The Rev. A. Robb
gives the following jottings from his
journal :—ZLord’s Day, Gth November
1859.—Went in the morning to the
Kiwa villages called Big Kwa town and
Akim. The Kwa people are msking
Tkpu, or, as it is gencrally called, devil,
for their queen, who died some time

The office of queen was hereditary
among theso people, and is said to ex-
ist also among other trifles, as, for in-
stance, in the Kodop or Orodop coun-—
try. This queen is said to have been
a kind of despot—whatever she ordered
was done; whatever she wanted she
got. It isnot likely that she had itin
her power tc do much barm, even if so
aisposed ; for, unless backed up by
something weightier than the force of
an old custom, she could not have levied
vory heavy contributions smong her
sabjects. ? understand that she bad
to carry her own calabash, and work in
har own form, like other black women;
and I have heard a Kodop man speak
rather contemptuously of the Akin or
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the Akin people will some to manage
matters more and more as they do in
Lfik. The King of Benin—that coun-
try so famous in the history of ecarly
discovery in Africa—is now only a
shadow of what he was, in power and
splendour, in the palmy days of the
Benin kingdom. And so, perhaps, the
Akin royalty was the last meagre
shade of something that was once pow-
erful and dreaded.

The ikpu revels are carried on daily
during the period of its contiunance.
And althongh this was the Lord’s day,
and the people knew that the God of
heaven forbade such things, they aba-
ted nothing of their “exzcess of riot.”
About thirty full grown men were ca-
pering in the market-place to the sound
of various drums and tinkling instru—
ments, shouting and brandishing na-
ked swords, or other cutting weapons
of npative manufacture, and flring «
musket at intervals. One big man—
who on other occasions secems really a
decent man—was conspicwous u the
group from his well-fleshed figure, his
air of supreme enjoyment and self-com-
placency, and the flaps of white and
black cow’s skin with the hair on it
with which his legs and arms were
adorned. The crowd was looking on
with great delight ; and the missionary
had less chance of a hearing among
these revellers than one would have in
the streets of Edinburgh when the
Queen is passing in state.

—.Went on to A{iim, aunother Kwa vil-
lage abont two miles farther, 2nd had a
small meeting in the headman’s house.
The evil influences of the revellings
are felt yonder also. Went back to
the big fown and called at several yards.
In one, found a young man with his
wife and several children, who showed
more than usual interest in what was
said. The woman was busy at her
needle, which was better than to gaze
at the sceme going on i the market-
place. The young man bad an Efik
book, and to show what ho knew, began
to spell ; but it disturbed one's gravity
a little to see the seriousness with
which he went to werk, with the book
upside dowr. However, it was some—
what refreshing to see one listen with
even g little attention, Auwnother party,
bent on something very different, secem-

Kwa queen as compared with the ruler ed to be much annoyed at having hig

of bis people. It seems that this roysl
family is now extinct4 and, probably,

attention called to the fact that this
wes the day of God, and that this God



46
had somethiug to say to him. Ie
rather sharply requested to be let

alone, and Ieft the place. llowerver,
we did not mean to let him off thus;
and, having found out his heuse, went
in without asking leave, and came to a
Letter understanding w.th him.

In the middle of the villago stands a
small shed, and this was crammed
with voturies of strong drink, as merry
as people engaged in such work can be.
They were obviously singing in the
praise of the min mbakara, or rum,
which several of tem were holding
in their hunds.  One jolly person stoud
in the centre—a hottle in one hand, and
a glass in the other. Ile was chanting
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in the Akin tongue, and the chorus
was rung out with great spirit by all
tho rest sitting or standing around.
Plainly they were practised haods.~—
How like al! men, white and black,
are to one another! Really one’s con-
ceit of our civilization is somewhat
lowered, whon one sees all its vices so
closely acted out in the dark places of
the earth. These poor men, thus loud
in the praise of the white man’s rum,
care less than nothing for the Bible

which the white men has to give to
the world, and for the God whom it
reveals as the ¢ Maker, the Monarch,
the Saviour of all.”

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

TRURO PRESBYTERY.

The Preshytery of Truro, according
to appointment, met at Great Village
on the 29th November, 1859.

Mr. dJacob M‘Lellan, Student of The-
ology, appearing, delivered the discour-
ses assigned and was examined on the
various subjects prescribed as trials for
license. These were all cordially sus-
tained, and, the vote heing taken, was
passed unanimously that he he licensed
to preach the gospel, which was accord-
ingly done in the usual form, the Mod-
erator putting the questions of the
formula and engaging in prayer, and
the Rev. W. M‘Culloch addressing the
licentiate in words suited to the solemn
occasion and the great work which was
before him.

Rev. W. S. Darragh, of Goose River,
being present, requested to be heard in
esplanation of a statement made by him
on applying to be received, with his
session and congregation, into the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Sco.ja and
Presbytery of Truro. He at that time,
on being asked for his certificates, stated
that the Northern Reformed Presbyte-
rian Church of New York, with which
he was connected, would not give certi-
ficates until informed of the use to be
made of them, and then only if satisfied
and jastifying the object in view. It
had since that time Leen reported that
there was no such rule in connection
with the Reformed Presbyterian Church
or course followed by that denomina-

tion, hut that members and office-bear-
ers were furnished with certificates
without any enquiries respecting the
intention for which desired. Mr. Dar-
ragh said that he had founded the as-
sertion on a similar assertion made in
his own Session by the Rev Dr M’Leod
of New York, Clerk of the Synod. Mr
Burns, Elder frun Goose River, men-
tioned that it was he that had asked
Dr. McLeod, and that he had distinetly
explained such to them as being the
rule and proeedure of the Church.  Mr
Darragh said that be had also founded
the assertion on statements appearing
in the Banner of the Covenant, and read
estracts setting, forth such as the prin-
ciples of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church. The Presbytery, having heard
these explanations, were fully satisfied,
and expressed their sympathy with Mr
Darragh in the attempts made to injure
his character and destroy his usefulness.

Mr McKay, of Parrshoro’, tendered
his demission of the charge of that con-
gregation. It was resolved that the
demission lie on the table till next
meeting of Preshytery, and that the
congregation be cited to appear for
their interests.

A moderation was granted to the
congregation of Old Baras.

The Presbytery again met on the
7th instant at Truro. A call was laid
on the table from the congregation of
Old Barns, addressed to Mr. Thomas
Sedgewick, preacher of the %ospel. The
call was sustained, but the farther con-
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sideration of it deferred till next meet-
mg.

{;A petition wag presented by Mr. S,
Morrison, commissioner from the con-
gregation of Economy and Five Islands,
praying the Court to appoint vne of
their number to moderate in a call. o
stated that the congregation were unan-
imous respecting this object, that they
had resoived on £150 as the salary, and
that the subscription was ahead at least
ten per cent beyond that sum. The
prayer of the petition was granted, and
the Rev. A. L. Wylie appointed to mod-
erate on Tuesday, the 21st inst.

Entered upon the consideration of the
Yroposed Union with the Free Church.

Read the Basis of Union and other
documents appearing on the subject in
the minutes of last meecting of Synod.
After lengthened discussion, approved
of the whele as there set forth.

Mr McKay’s demission being again
read, the Clerk stated that he had, as
directed, written to the Secretary of the
Home Bission Board enquiring if the
Board would supplement Parrshoro’
£25 on condition that the congregation
would raise £100, and that a fayorable
answer had been returned, the Board
consenting to do as proposed. Mr Me-
Kay, notwithstanding, still desiring to
leave his demission, was accepted, and
his connection with Parrsboro’ congre-
gation dissolved. The Rev James By-
ers was appointed to preach to the con-
gregation vacant on the following Sab-
bath.

Next meeting of Presbytery appoint-
ed to be held at the Folly, Upper Lon-
donderry, on Tuesday, the 20th of
March.

P. E. ISLAND.

The Rev. Robert S, Patterson returns
his sincere thanks to the members of his
congregation,and other generousiriends,
for the handsome ift of a horse, of the
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value of £30, which they have pre.ented
to him, As he has been subjected to
gome loss and pecuniary outlay, but
more especially to a domestic affliction,
the expression of their sympathy in
those circumstances, is pecuharly en-
couraging to him. He earnestly desires
an interest in their prayers as they have
in bis. Remembered by each other at
the Throne of Grace, he trusts that both
will be enabled to perform their duty,
50 as that the glory of God may be pro-
moted, and their own spiritual interests
advanced.—1rolestant.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

A Pro-re-nata meetnig of ths Pres-
bytery of York was beld at Prince Wil-
liam «n Wednesday last. Present—
The Rev. Charles Gordon Glass, Rey.
Alexander Smith, Rev James Salmon,
and the Rev. Alexander Sterling. A
suitable sermon was preached on the
occagion by Mr. Salmon and thercafter
a call {from the congregation uf Prince
William was put into the hand of Mr.
Smith by Mr. Sterling, the muderator.
Messrs. Grieve and Hood were heard as
commissioners for the congregation of
Harvey, who stated in strong language
the affection the people there entertain-
ed towarcs Mr, gmith, and the great
lus3 bis removal would be to the whole
district. Mes-rs. Adam and Rosbor-
ough likewise appeared for the cungre-
gotion of Prince William. Parties hav-
ing becn heard, the moderator requested
Mr Smith to give his views on the sub-
ject who at once stated that he had
made up his mind to close with the call
to Prince William. Thereafter it hav-
ing been moved by Mr. Glase, seconded
by Mr. Salmou, and unanimously agreed
te, that Mr. Smith be loosed from his

-present charge, Mr. Sterling preacheda

suitable sermon on the following day,
and Mr. Smith wag inducted into the
congregation according to the rules of
the Church.—Com.

i

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, &c.

Monies received by the Tressurer from
20th January to 20th February, 1860.
Foreign Mission.
From Yarmouth congregation,
per Rev G. Christic,

00

Mrs Jacob Hatfield,Yarmouth,perdol 0 0
Miss Isabella Jackson, 03 0
¢ Bary Catherine Grant, 05 0
Religious Society, Salem Church,
additional, 2 6
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One that the Lord has blessed, per

Rev D. Roy, 010 0
John Ferguson and Rankine Fergu-

son, Bathurst, N. B., per Rev

J. McCurdy, 010 0
Ohildren of Mr A. Rainey’s, Bath-

urst, for the proevalence of Rev

Mr Matheson, 10
Collection taken Primitive Church,29 15
Prince Street Sabbath Sschooy, for

missionary schooner “John

Knox,” per Mr Hattio, 819 2
Mr and Mrs James McDonald,

Barney’s River, 010 0

Home Mission.

From one that the Lord has blessed,
per Rev. D. Roy, 010

James’ Church, N. G, per do, 4 14

Robert McDonald, Cape George, [0 10

Seminary.

Religious Socioty, Salom Church,
additional to former collection, 0 14 0

Pieton Ladies Seminary Society, 5 3 4

L=

DM O

The agent acknowledges the receipt of the
following sums for Instructsa and Register:

Thomas McColl, £0 5 0
Rev George M. Clarke, 317 6
Mr John Henderson; 050
Rev Samucl Wyllie, 05 0
Robert Trotter, s 05 ¢
Rev H. Crawford, 316 9
Rev. R. Sedgwick, 10 5 0
Neil McKay, 117 6
Robert Stewart, 126
G. K. for gratuitous distribution, 015 0
Rev. John MoCurdy, 05 0
Mrs George Oliver, 05 0
Mrs Davidson, 05 0
Samuel S. Morrison, 210 0

arles S. Sterns, 710 0
Robert McDonald, 0 5 0
James Hunter, 06 0
Hugh Dunlass, 300
George C. Lawrence, 05 0
M. H. Goudge, 6 6 9
George B. Johnston, 100
Prusia Birch, 16 3
Teaac Douglas, 010 0

The Receiver of Foreign Mission Goods
acknowledges receipt of 24 yards Woollen
Homespun, from Mrs James Rae, Dalhousie;
value, 10s.

Pictou, 27%h February, 1860,

BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMIP-
TEES, &c.

Board of Home Missions.—Rev. Mesars
Padterson,McGilveray, Walker and Thomson.
together with Messra. Anthony Collie, Jehn,
McEKinnon, David Fraser and Lawrenco Mil-
ler, Ruling Elders. Rev. &eorge Patterson,
Sacrotary.

Committee of Bills and Overturds—~Rov
Messrs. Bayne,Roy aid Mc@ilveray, and Mz
James McGregor. Mr Beyne, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions.—~Rov. Mesrzs
Baxter, Roy, Bayne, Waddell, Roddick, Wat~
=on, and McKinnon, ard Messrs. Kennoth
Forbes, James Stalker, John McKeonzie and
Poter Ross Ruling Eldors. Soerotary—Rew.
J. Bayne.

Seminary Board.—The Professors, ex offi-
cio. Rov. Messrs. MeCulloch, Baxter, B,
Ross, Wylie, Cameron, McKay and Currie
and Messrs. Robert Smith, David McCurdy,
Isaac Fleming, William McKim, Fleming
Blanchard, and Adam Dickie. Mr McCal-
loch, Convenor; Rev. E. Ross, Socrotary.

Committee on Union withthe Free Church——
Rev. Messrs. McGrogor, (Convener,) Mur-
doch, Sedgewick, Cameron, McCulloch, J.
Ross and Bayne, and Messrs. C. Robson apd
D. McCurdy, Ruling Elders.

Committee to Audit Accounts.—Rev. &
Walker, and Messrs. Roderick DcGregor
andAlex. Fraser of New Glasgow. Rev. G.
Walker, Cozvener.

Receiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.—James McCallum, Esq.,, P. E.
Island, and Mr R. Smith, Merchant, Truyo.

Recetver of Goods for Foreign Mission
and Agent for Register.—Mr James Patter-
son, Bookseller, Pictou.

General Treasurer for all Synodical Funde
Abram Patterson, Esq., Pictou.

Committce on Colportage—Rev. Dr Smith,
Revds. Jobn I Baxter, A. Cameron, Currie,
and Messrs. Isaac Logan and Jasper Crow.

TERMS OF THE INSTRUCTOR AND
REGISTER.

INSTRUCTOR AXD REGISTER, single copies
5s. each. Any person ordering six copies or
more to one address, and becoming responsi~
ble for tho payment, will receive one free for
every six so ordered, or to state the matter
in another form, for every seven ordered ho
will only be required to pay for six, wnless
addressed singly, when the whole number
will be charged.

For Register, single copies, 1s. 6. each,—
gix copies or more to one address at ls. 3d.
each, and one additional for every twelve or-
dered. In all cases when addressed singly,
1s 6d will be charged.

Communications to be addressed to the
Rov. George Patterson, Green Hill, Pictom,
and it is requested that they be forwarded by
the 10th of the month previous to thaton
which they are to be inserted. Small rotices
may be sent to the Publisher up to the 24th.

Orders and Remittances to bo forwardwd
to Mr James Patterson, Bookseller, Picton.
Remittances may also be sont to the Synod
‘Treasurer.

Wo respeetfully request & prompt raxit-
tance from Agents. Those who have Bot
eollectod the whole, will oblige by forward-

ing the sums they may have on hand.




