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TO THE MEMBERS AND ADXERENTS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIH
OF NOVA SCOTIA.

The Chureh to which, of your own
chaice,you have tlie privilege to helong,
was never in & more prosperous condi-
tion than at the present juncture. Of
this cheeriug trurh you wnust feel gre-
suaded when you advert to the number
of our cengregations ithe sound ergan-
‘| ization by which they are distinguished,;
their zeal and energy in all matters of,
public moment, the efficiency of our
lninisters, andrthe degree of cur una-
'nimity amd co-operntion as a bedy.
For all this, much gratitude is dueto
the Great Head of the Clhurch. lLetit
he our care to culivate increasingly
this hely priuciple, and with all chris-
Hiuan humility and earnestness let us
3 apply ourselves, as calls are wddressed
to us aud opportunities offered, to every
religious service, whether in oue judi-
vidual ar sociul capacity.

Our Church asstmed Ks ywesent form
inthe year 1847, Previous ta this pe-
riod, while in the adjuacent Proviuces
there were few Preshytevinaclergymen,
the limited nandeers resident in Nova
Scetin, together with the congregations
under their iuspection, fermed either
small mdependent sections, or, were
individual niinisters and sheir people,
almost in an isoluted state. ‘These
several parties had came either from
one or other of the two principal dis-
senting hodies at that tiwe in Scotland,
or from the aational Church. At the
period, however, referred to abave,

there was happily effected awmong them,
with only one exception in this Pro-:
vince, a cordial awmaigamation. This
is to be regorded as un important era
in the lstory of Preshyterianisin in
this country.

For seme years valanhle advantages
were derived to our Church from the
Pictou Academy. ‘I'he system of
instruction pursued was of such a]
nature us to prepare young wen for the
study of Theology. Not a few who
received their education in that semi-
nary are at this day cccupying useful
siatians i God’s vineyard. They form
encouraging proofs of what can be
accomplished as regards a native min-
sstry, which, onr Church valuing as
she ought her own stability and in-
crease, cau never with safety, ot con-
sistently with her duty to God,overleok.
Whatever diversities of opinion on
this head niay have at one time existed,
{ helieve that now the sentiments which
pervade our body are in general sound.

T'he civilized world never exhibited
such netivity us at present. ‘1o be]
sutisfied of this we neel ouly tuke a
very cursery view of what is almost
dnily and hourly tenuspiring. This
uctivity ie widely diversified, intense,]
sustained, incrensing, and leads often
to altogether unexprcied and astonish-
ing results. The advances up to the
present point, in skill and culightened
enterprise, in some of the chief de-
partments of human action, have Leen
sradual and steady.  In no former age
was it ever so conspicuously ivdicated
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what the powers of man are capable of
achioving; and very possilly the acqui-
sitions already made in knowledge and
its applications, shall form only the
foundation of further and nobler con-
clusions, which in their turn shall
subserve new and use(ul designs,

But along with this progress in sci-
entific and secular affnirs, the great
subject of Religion, in one or other of
its aspects and connections, has attrac-
ted no small attention. While voluntary
agitation, disraption and disputations
on_poiats of dectrine, have from human
inficmnity and corruption often generated
feelings and given birth to expressions
which are to be unequivocally con-
denmmed, still, in such movements the
intellect of multitudes has been sharp-
aned, perceptions of truth on many
points have become mnore distinct, and
kuowledge has been more widely ex-
tended. ‘I'hese latter are in themsclves
valuable. Let us hope also that vital
Zodliness amony profeasing christians
bas not upon the whole declined; and
that ere long, when the minds of men
shall have become more calm than in
tnany cases they have heen for some:

i

ited States occupy a high rank as to the
isupport which they afford to underta-

we stand more intimately connected,
is taking an honorable part in enterpri-
ses of this nature. Besidles what has
been accomplished in Canada within a
hrief space of time, hear in mind what
has been eflected particularly in Ja-
miaica, together with the auspicious
commencement of evangelical lahours
in Old Calubar, Nor are the other
great religious bodies in Scotland nn-
mnterested inoperations of this descrip-
tion, but are exerting theingelves with
hecoming christian zeal. ‘I'he English
Baptists are well known as the warm
advocates of Foreign Missions, ‘The
vigor and perseverance of the Metho-
dists are widely and justly recognized.
I'he chief religious hadies in the Uni-

kings of this sort. Such is the spiritof
he times, and it is creditable to the
Churches,

‘I'rue, in the view of Him who is the
great and unerring searcher of hearts,
there may be intermixed with all this
uot a little that as 1o motive and reason
of action is impure, and which he must
condemn. This need oc :nsien no sur-

time past, this improved knowledwe prixe, when we keep in mind the morn!
shall exhibit corresponding eftects. {imperfection which cleaves to the best
Oue thing is certain, that from the re-jupon earth., ‘T'he lurking remains of
cent exciterments there has come forth corruption in the heart are ever ready
in unprecedenied power a practical'to give hirth to actions, which. however
zeal in favour of all that is conceived fuir in the eyes of mex, are spurious in
to he subservient to the moral imerests;lhe sight of God. Mere fashion, love

of man.  Winess the many ecclesins-;
ticul schemes, fur example, that are;
now in operation in Scotland, :
Amaug these schemes, while religious;
necessities at home ara ohjects of care-
tul solicitude, Foreign Missions occupy
a distinguished place. These for a
considerable period have excited mucl
interest in the Protestant worid. While!
the London Missionary Society bas
seat forth and supported able and zeal-
ous men to labor among the benighted
heathen, and still continues with suc-
cess its henevolent exertions, a kindred
spirit.has from time to time arisen in
other guarters; und the effect is that
many preachers of righteousness are
devotedly angaged in differeut coun-
tries,—in many instances far apurt
from each other,—in their Master’s
work, and are executing his great comn-
mission, “Go ye into all the world and
|} preach the gospel to every creature,’”:
“I'he Church it Scotland, with which|
- !

of applause, secturiun competition,and
perhaps not seldom a regard to worldly
interest, form no asmall proporiiou,
there is reason ta apprehend, of the
considerations by which many are in-
fluenced. Atthe samne time charity
leads us to hope, nay, firmly to believe,
that motives of u worthy kind, such as
{ove to Christ, anid a desire to extend
his cause and the glory of his kingdom
in the salvation of wmen, vastly pre-
ponderate.  God will accept the good,
and let us earnestly seek that he will
extirpate fromn our minds whatever is
unholy.

A few years only have elapsed since
the subject of Foreign Missiens attrac-
ted especinlly the attention of our
Church. It was imagined the time was
arrived when, as we were supposed to
have the command of sufficient pecu-
niary resources, it had hecome our du-
ty to move as & body in a wmeasure of
this kind. ‘The scheme originated
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principally, if notsolely, with the Rev.}gave us a hundsome donation to our

John Geddie, a member at thot time of}

the Presbytery of Prince Edward Is-
tand. His co-presbyters and the people
under their churge, entered svon and
warmly into his views., In this Pro-
vince, and when the natter was first
brought hefore the supreme court of
our Church, a diversity of view was
entertained. _In the importance of the
object proposed, w1l were found to con-
cur. Doults, however, were expressed
by not a few, whether with due ntten-
tion to domestic concerns, we were able
to support the Mission in question.
But the more the case was sgitated and
exumined, the more extensively was
public opinion indicated in its favour.
Without giviag a history of the differ-
ent mcvements that were made, but
which 1 shall leave to others, it may be
sufficient to say that the committee to
whom it was entrusted te superintend
the buainess, at last engaged the servi-
ces of the Rev. Joha Geddie, and My,
lsaac A. Archibald of Musquodoboit,
in this Province,to proceed as Mission-
aries to New Caledonia inthe South
Seas. As the state of the funds through
the christinn liberality of the people,
seemed to warrant it, 50 it was regard-
ed as of much consequence that Mr.
Geddic should be aceompanied with a
fellow labourer.

Matters having heen thus arranged,
persenal visitations by Mr, Geddie to
many quarters of our Church, deepen-
ed the impression in behalf of the en-
Yerprise. While previous te their
departure, both gentlemen were recei-
ved wherever they wens with much
kindness, it deserves to be stated thar
in the town of Picton, where Mr. G.
was brought up, testimonies of good
will and respect in theic behalf, were
by no means confined to those who are
connected with our body, hut were
afforded by not a few who belong to
other religious denominations. ‘This
speaks sufficientiy for itself. 'I'he sane
oecusred in the city of Halifax, where
a liberal spirit is usually displayed.
Fhe kinduess of His Excellency Sir
John Harvey, Governor of the Prov-
ince, ought particularly to be recorded.
The following is an extract from the
third report of the Board of Foreign
Missions:— :

“His Excellency received them (the
deputation of the Board) graciously,

funds, and granted under the Great
Seal of the Province a document claimn-
ing in name of the Queen, countenance
and protection for the Missionaries,
from all officers of Her Majesty’s army
and navy, all British subjects, and all
the snbjects of such powers as are in
friendly alliance with Great Britain.”
The Missionaries le(t Halifax on the
1st Dec., 1846. During their short
stay in the United|States, they received
from many the kindest and inost chris-
tian attention. ‘T'hey took passage
Jan. 27th, 1847, 0n board of a vessel
from Newhuryport-hound to the Sand-
wich Islouds, which they reached in
safety aliout six months after. Here
they met with a most cordial reception
from the American Missionaries, from
whom they received valuable informa-~
tion respecting their future movements.
Lenving these lslands they had a pros-
perous voyage to the Navigators® la-
lands, where they remained a consile~
rable time, collecting intelligence and
advice from the missionaries withlwhom
they met, and who did all {in their
power to forward their design. Having
applied theinselves in the mean time 10
the study;of the Jangunge in which they
were likely to communicate religions
instruetion, and dissuaded from making
n settlement on New Caledonia, they
repaired 1o the island of Aneiteum,
which it is their intention to make the
centre of their future operations.

‘Fhe reasons which induced our
Missionaries not to locate themselves
on New Caledoniz, may be scen on the
8th page of the fifth annual Report of
the Board of Foreign Missions.

Besiiles feeling it to be our imperative
duty to continue to do all within our
reach to afford encouragement 10 our
Missionaries, especially in fulfilling all
those engagements into which we have
entered, it eertainly becomes us united-
ly 10 commend them to the protection
uml gwidanee of 1he Most High, that
he shicht them from all barmn, whether
from the cruel eaprices of savage men,
the injurious and wasting influences of
climaie, or the storms of the ocean, tc
which in the performance of ilieir sa- |}
cred and benevolent services they may
be exposed; that he grant them imany
increasing and animating facilities for
sowing the good seed of the word, that

they may have the pleasure 10 witnews
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it spring forth, become vigorous, and
flourish, and that in due geason it issne
in a rich harvest.

§ havealrendy adverted to one happy
era in our past history, viz: the union
which was effected about thrity-two
years ago. ‘T'he fact of our having
established a Foreign Mission, forms
another prominent event, from which
in after tizies we mny reckom; and
while it is to be hoped our domestic
interests have sustatned no loss, our
foreign operations may be regarded in
the aspect of so uwuch positive gain,—
or may we not reascnably say, so much
blessing from God. When a Church
has become s0 vigorous as 10 send forth
spiritual provision to distant and desti-
tute regions, this internal rirength
instend of becoming diminishe? by sach
excrtiong. is rather augmented. Under
the good providence of God the remate
oliject of care may be expeeted inore or
less to prosper. Ruports of this pros-
perity periodieally reaching the parent
Church, sustain and enlarge the origi-
nating vigor, so that while 1his secures
all due subsequent attention to fields
of forewzn labur, the same christian
spirit when properly regulated, will not
overlook domestic claime. ‘The truth
of these remarks, viewing the case
generally, may he seen in the history
of Missions, viz: that the influences of
churches, and of the missions swhich
they form are reciprocal. Wouk} the
United Presbyterian Church of Scot-
tand buve secomplished more for Home
Missions than they have, if, as yet,
they had made no iovement in behalf
of foreign lands ? 1 apprehend they
would have done much less. As wmat-
ters therefore netually stand, a double
advantage has beer seeured. ‘The
applieation of all this to ourselves is
evident.

T'he feeting in hebalf of the mission-
ary enterprise continues undiminished.
‘T'he factis cheering; and there is every
prospect, that, under ordinary manage-
ment, accessions of favor will he made.
Accounts have ‘reached us from the
missionaries with tolerable regularity.
‘Fhess have hitherto been of such 'a
nasure as to afford just ground of thank-
fulness to God, and thay, as a church,
we ought to rejuice in our having heen
led to commence operations in so holy
a cause.

I believe that it is but equity
to the Board of Foreign Missions to!

sny, that their conduct has been of that
description as to merit the confitlence
and approbation of these for whotn they
have been called o aet. The amount
of bosiness which they have transacted
fins not heen smanll. ‘Chey have been
solicited to give as much publicity as

relntive to the Mission, which at dif-
ferent periods ihey hnve received.
T'his they reckonesd due to the Church,
and to all those who unite with her in
the present mneasure. At the same time
their facilities for communicating in-
formation were almost entirely limited
to one Provincinl newspaper, and to
the annua! report of their proceedings.
These “they felt to be insufficient to
impart that amownt of missionary mat-
ter which had become requisite. and
which they wer. anxious to give. ‘I'he
future success of the undertaking—the
value attached to the comparatively
scanty communications already made—
the numerous expressions of strong
desire which they had beard, for some-
thing if possibie more ample, as well
as justiee to those who had given coun.
tenance to the scheme,deeply itnpressed
them with the idea that some special
plan must be adopted, with a view 10
tneet in the most effective manuer, the
pressing exigencies of the case. T'hey
felt the weight of their responsibility,
and were eager to perform their ntmost
in the discharge of the duties of their
trust.

fn these citcumstances they have
resolved to cormnence en the 1st day of
Janvary, 1850, a Menthly Periodical,
to be styled “I'he Miasionary Register
of the Preshyterian Church of Nova
Scotin.?? It is intended that there shall
be a copy for about every five families
helonging to the Church. Fhe numbers
for the first yesr, to the exteut of one
thousand monthly, will be distributed
aratis. Besides there will be published
as many copies as will meet the de-
mards of those who inay choose to
hecome subseribers. ‘T'o ench minister
of the Church in Canada, connected
with the United Preshyierian Church
in Scotland, one copy will be sent free.

‘I'he measure, in the meantime, is
somewhat an experiment; but in the
expectation that it will prosper, the
work will afterwarls be sold. It will
contain all the information of import-
ance that can be collected, not merely

their meaus afforded 10 the intelligence |f
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in relation to our own Missionaries, but
also to thosé of other hodies. And in
the hope that the domestic Missionary
Society witl tnke a share in the period-
ical, and furnish such matter as helongs
to its sphere, the title of the public-
ation will be adapted to contribmtions
from both commitiees. It is to be
heped, that all who ean impart any-
thing useful, whether clergymen or
athers, will not be backward in afford-
ing their assistance, 1 mny alzo staie,
thut there is reason to repose every con-
filence in the attention and care of
thuse gentleinen whe are to act as joint
editors,

Asregards the distribution of the Re-
gister for the first year gratis, there nny
be a difference of opinion; some holding
that this is improper; since what costa
us nothing we usually do not highly
appreciate.  As a general rule, I would
admit, that this is correct. But in the
present instance ohserve how the cir-
cumstances stand, ‘I'he missionaries all
along have been paid in advance, and
this last year their saluries have heen
increased. | would here remark, that
these shouid he made aqual to those of|
the other missionaries with whom they
may have occasion to associate and
labour, from whatever hodies they
come. Gtherwise, those whom we
employ are placed in a situation of dis-
advantage. Nor is this honoroable te
us if it can t.e avoided. ‘There isat
present a very considerable balance on
band. We can afford. therefore, to
distribute the Periodical in the manner
proposed, without inierfering with any
other interest, supposring, which we
may reansgonably do, that our income
next year will be equs! to what it has
been duringthelust. But every person
that chooses inay pay, either directly
or indirectly, for the publication; there
is no restriction imposed “upon any.
Althaugh, however, none should pay,
but all simply keep up in point of con-
tribution with the amcunts which they
have hitherto advanced, still no incun-
venience or difficulty can arize. The
cemmittee, by the plan proposed, will
have it in their power profitably to
return a part of their own to all those
who have been contributors to the
funds.

But as the gratis distribution is to
continue only one year, so it is coufi-

dently trusted, that afterwards, the

periodical will maintain ite2lt—that the
general contritiutions will stand s high
ns on any foriner uccusivn—and that
thus there will be a sufficiency to meet
all exigencies. ‘I'his, however, is
adopting the lowest estimate of the
matter. Moy wa not expect that, even
during the ensuing year, 1850, an in-
crease in the fuuds will accur, and this
occasionea by the ampler missionary
mformation afforded?  In afier years, |
we are not to suppose,that the increased
advances will convist only in the pay-
ment of the Register. but that along
with this,higher pecuniary aid in behalf
of inigsious will be-realized, We must
not be too sanguine, but such results
under wise management, correspond
with the natural course of affuirs. h
1s what oceurs in other Churches, and
why may it not happen in ours.

‘The suhject ns a whole presents
itself thus, Here is a measure on which
the Church has agreed. 'Yhere isa
general and sustained feeling in its
favour. This is showa by the numerous
contribations annually, both in incney
and other articles,—this, too, in the
absence of much useful information,
which it is desirable to impart, and to
which the people have a just claim.
It is' fairly rensoned, that when such an
extent of interest is displayed when iu-
telligcuce is so scanty, how much more
might be anticipated, were that intelli-
gence more extensive, 'J'he committee
justly take you on your own ground,
when you urgently request miore en-
larged details relative 1o missionary
operations; and have come to the con-
clusion in order to meet all valuable
purposes as tnuch as they are able, to
publish a Monthly Register. ‘Yhey
trust that this wil! meet with your de~
cided approbation and support, as they
would be mueh guided in the perform-
ance of the duties of their trust, by your
candid and deliberate views.

Brethren, the cause is vour own;—
contemplate it in this hght. ‘Lhe
manner in which you pave already
supported it, reflects upon you nosmall
credit. . Regard it as your duty and
privilege 1o persevere. You have the
honor to rank among the means of en-
larging the kingdom of Christ, who is
to have “the heathen for his inheritance
ard the utterinost ends of the earth for
his possession. ‘They thac dwellin the

wilderness shall bow before him, and
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his enemies shall lick the dust, T he'richest iucrease. “I'he wilderness and
kings of ‘F'archish and of the Isles shall the solitary place shall be glad for them,
bring presents; the kings of Sheba and,and the desert shal! rejoice and biossom
Seba shall offer gi%s. ‘Fhe isles shulljns the rose. it shall blossom abundant-
wait for his law.” To do your part inly, and rejoice, even with joy and sing-
arder 10 expedite these lofty and glori-jing.  ‘T'he glory of Lebanon shall he
ous issues, cast in your inites ax pro-|given unto it, the excellency of Carmel
yidlence shall prosper 7 ou into the trea-jand Sharon, they shail see the glory of
sury of the Lord. tThere is that scat-the Lord and the excellency of our God.
tereth and yet increaseth. ‘I'he liberal{As the rain cometh down and the snow
soul shall e made fat; and he that from heaven, and returneth nat thither
watereth shall be watered also him-;but watereth the earth and maketh it
self.” Show that you are Ubrist’s by {bring forth and bud, that it may give
doing his work. seed to the sower aud hiread to the eater,
But with these offerings conjoin ear-(so shall -y word be that goeth forth
nest supplication 1o God, that he give out of my mouth; it shall not return
efficacy to your exertions, and to ali;unto me void, batit shall accomplish
such now made throughout the Chris-;that which 1 please; aud it shall prosper
tinn world. Pray fervently, that hisin the thing whereto I send it.? God
word may have free course and bejgraciously goes along with his own
glorified wherever it is made known.—.word.  “Inall places where 1 record
Inspire your chitdren and the young,;my name, I will come unto thee and
as you linve opporiunity, with a strong biess thee,” . .
and sacred regard for such things.—: Do lllel_l your part to a}lsﬁelplxlale the
!'l'encl: thewn, while in other forms, in,word of life. Let nothing discourage
tthis, the fear of the Lord. What has;you. The Lord of Hosts ison your
 lntely been accomplished by our youxh,|sule, who shall cause you to fear? “The
[in relation.to the boat for our mission-.arm of the Almighty is your shield, let
|aries, indicates a noble and hopeful despondency and doult le sirangers to
isplrit. If justice, ns ta instruction, is;your hearts. ~God will bless you and
done them, we may confidently rely makeyoua hlessing; and when you are
upon it that this »hail not form their about to leave for ever the present
last effort in the Missionary cause, but;scene, it shall prove joy to your souls
;lhat it shall prove the precursor ofjthut you in any degree however hum-
higher exertions. Whatever their fa-{ble, have been instrumental iu forward-
thers shall have performed, let it beiing the holy cause of your Father who
our nim that they be better than theiris in heaven.

fathers. The generous and christian Yours truly in the Lord,
conduct of the Rev. John Jennings, of] Jonx McKinzay,
‘Toronto, in behalf of our Mission,| Picton, December 21, 1849.

merits our w;’arxnest x}pprobation.

Surely as & small triliute of our esteemn

!lomr{k him, he cught to be conatituted ‘TO OUR READERS.

‘an honorary member of our Board of] OQur leading article hasfully present-
Missions. ed before our readers the views of the

Brethren, the enterprise in whichForeign Mission Board, in pnblishivg
{You are engaged, if you con:inue faith-the Missionary Register. A few words
iful to yourseives, cannot fail. it has{farther may he necessary as to the man-
the high sanctuion of heaven, aml toiuer in which it is proposed to he con-
what greater encouragement can youjdueted.
aspire? While multitudes of mere| Our nrincipal object, as nlready sta-
human specnlations are destined tolted, is to cherish the missionary spirit,
come to nothing, this shall assirediy]so happily prevalent among the nem-
prosper. Itis theiwill of that Spirit{hers-of our church,and 10 deepen their
who superintens the preciousconcerns|interest in her missionary operations.
{of the Church, thatthis own wonrd, in| To accomplish tbis, we propese pub-
:due season, shall take full possessionilishing such details regarding the oper-

jof the earth, remove from it the dread-|ations of our own amd other churches,
ful 'curse by which it has heen longias may appear to us calculated by the
afflicted, bless it aud fertilize it inte thejdivine blessing to secure this ead. But?

.
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{our own Home and Forecign Missions!must apologise for the want of these in
*will engage our first attention, lour present No., as the shortness of
| Under our Home Missian departmnentitime at our disposal has prevented us
"will be given notices of the labors of from obtaining the periodicals, with
our missionacies, and of the effuris which we shall in future be regularly
maude by our church for supplying lhelsuppli‘ed. . . ) .
gospel to destitute quarters of our! Busides Missionnry intelligence, itis);
own land. Other iutelligence bearing purposed to insert occasionally articles|.
upon Home Evangelisation willalso irejof & more_general nature, exhibiting
!given, and the claits of this depurt-jthe obligations and the encouragements |,
“ment of missionary labor enforced upon or the results of the missionary enter-
the attention of our readers. ‘I'lie oper-|prise, and expounding the great laws of
ations of our own hody will of course{benevolence, which Christ has enjoined |
be considered as having the first claimjupon his church, and which itis our
upou our attention; but references will duty as well as our privilege to abey.
bie made from time to time to whatmay! ‘Fhe contributions of correapondents
be deemed important in the labors ofitending to further our ohjects will be
othie hadies of Christians, whom welthankfully received. Communications
shall always be ready to welcome na!couminiug information as to missions,
fellow lahourers in the cause of the either at home or abiroad, or suggestions
Redeemer. [t is proposed nlso occu-ifor the better working of our mission-
{ sionally to refer to the past misuimmr_v!qry schemes, will reccive allthe utien—
' opecations of our church, and to pub- tion that our space will permit. But
lish notices of the lnbors of the fathers.{as this is limited, our (riends wmust
Information regarding the early historyjallow us a large discretion asto the
of our church, particalarly of the mis-ldisposal of their favors. We would
sionary labors of the Rev. Dr.McGre-jnlso hintihe propriety o condensation,
oor and his associates, will he tlmnk-las the very length of articles must
fully received, and published from tiine!someiimes render their rejection neces-
to tine, ns opportunity is afforded. sary. We would al<o intimate that
Our Foreign depnriment again will.commuuications should he forwarded
‘of course be chiefly occupied withto the editors kefore the 13th of the
1 Messrs. Geddie’s and Archibald’s let-lmnmh preceding pablication.
‘ters and jouruals. ‘To these a large] Some space will be given to the
‘_porlmu of our space will ke devoted; reports of cougregational societies. aud
Tand when in possession of recent intel-jour early attention will be directed
higence from them, they will have the towards the better argaaization of con-
preference 1o every thing else. Asigregations for syslemalic benevolent
wany of our reailers may not be as welljexertion.

e R T R T S L I T T TR IS

iacquai.ned with the past_history and

{prescut state of our ission, as they

would desire, we propose publishing
in some of our early numbers a history
of our past aperations. Surely it be-
comnes us to utter abundantly the mem-
jory of the goodiiess which has fullowed
tus hitherto, and the providence which
thas guided us on every side.

l In the absence of journals from
Messrs Geddie and Archibald, a consi-|
deralile portion of our space will be

roccupied with missionary intclligence

lfrom other quarters. As mary of our

!readers may not have access to any

‘other missionary periodical, we shall}

{endeavor to give a summary as comnpre-
"hensive as possible of the missionary

Special nttention will be given toa
department for the children and youth
of our church. Every month we shall
endeavor to furnish matter for the in-

youug friends, who have already made
such a nohle commencement of their
ahors in the mission cause,

At the conclusion of each number
will be publishcd acknowledgements of
moneys antd other articles, received for
the use of the missionaries, notices of
meetings of missionnry Boards, &e.

Such, then, ix the ohjeci we have in
view, and the inode in which we pro-
pose accomplishing it. How far we
shiall succeet in our purpose i will be
for the church to decide. With this

operations of the prinzipal Religious bo-;
idies aud unssionary aisociations, botk:
-of Britain and the United States. We‘

explanation of our intentions, we com-
mend our unidertaking to the blessing
of him who ‘¢ chooses weak things of

struction and encouragement of our|

preyry
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this world to confound things that uel
mighty,” and who often employs the;
feeblest instrumentality io promnote his;
glory.

———

A FEW THOUGHTS FOR THE
NEW YEAR.

Another year has passed nway. Is!
opportunities for guod are gone, atd
the conduct of each of us has passed
under the seal of the Recording Angel,;
uutil the time when every sccret thing|
will be brought into judgment. Let us,
in n few words nolice some of the con-;
siderations, which the season presents;
before Christiaus, to induce greater;
devotedness to the cause of God. espe-;

cially to the work of Gospel diffusion.,

Should we not he exeited by gratitude!
to our heavenly preserver 1o abound in!
godly deeds. During the past year,
the pestilence which walketh in dark-:
ness, has been stalking in his terrible
might like an armed man through other
countries, hut to our heloved Innd it
has not once come nigh, How any
have fallen around us in every period
of life—what numbers
Firmer in health, and greener in their age,
Ang stricter on their gourd, and fitter far
To play life’s sabiter game,
have heen cut down as the flower of the
field, while God in tercy has spared
us. He is continuing to us our oppor-
ranities of usefulness. Should not this
excite us to devout thanksgiving and
praise; and our feelings of gratitade
should be mauifested by doing that
which is well pleasing in his sight—
Heb. xii. 15, 16.

But how loudly doesthe passing of]
time sununon us to redoubled activity.
How swifily our years pass. How
short & period does it seew siuce the
Inst New Year. ‘Then we looked for-
ward to the beginning of this year as
yet far distant—with many days inter-
vening: yet how soon are they gone;
and gone forever. Nothing can recall
them. All the wit and wealth of the
universe cannat recaver one wmomnent of
the past. And how wany precious
opportunities unimproved—how much
time misspent —have each of us to
reflect upon. Should not all thewe
things stir us up to diligence to redeem

the termination of our career. ‘Time
moves on with silent, ceaseless rapid-
ity. Asleep or awake, our hours are
passing away so rapidly that
We can scaccely say they’re hers,
But only say they’re past.

And at every step our time for work is
diminishing. Kvery year,every month,
every week, every day, our time is so
much shorter, and our oppertunities
for usefulness are proportionally
abridged. And what remains may be
very swall. With many the shadows
of evening are lengthening. ‘Fonone of
us will it be very lung till our sumnmons
arrives, aud then our opportunities for
sending the gospelto the periching will
have passed away irrecoverably.—
¢t Whatsoever therefore thy hand find-
eth to do, do it with thy might, for
there is no knowledge or device or
wisdom in the grave whither thou

oest.”® hen it will be too Iate to
help. Now is the tune for work; and
unless we rouse ourselves it may be too
late. Before aunther year many of us
now in the sprightliness of youth or the
vigor of mankood may have the cluds
of the valley sweet about him. How
urgent then is the call, < Work whileit
is called to day, for the night cometh
when nc man can work.”

But, ah, look also at the state of the
heathen. We are reminded that they
too are dying. Yet there are five hun-
ired millions of heathen, and they are
daily, hourly, momentarily, passing off’
the stage of life. Of this immense
multitude, only one here and one there,
through the labors of Christian mis.
sionaries, as their spirits wing their
flight to the eiernal world. can sing the
Chiristian’s trinmphal death song, O,
death, where is thy sting ? O, zrave,
where is thy victory # while the vas.
majority, as they descend unwarned to
perdition, raise the heart-rending cry,
« No wau cared far my soul !

0, Christians, do you truly sealize
this 2 Maore than five thousand hea-
then dying every hour, Seventy mil-
hous of heathen since the beginning of
last year have passed inte eternity, and
their destinies have Leen zealed for-
ever.
them ?
word of life. We should bave carried

the time !
But weare still horne onward toward

them the gospel—pointed them to the
cross, and toll them of the love of

And what have we done to save |
We should have sentthemn the§
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‘{our laborers inn the Home Mission field_tructors, o o out and in umeng them, :

Dy

| with encouraging prospects of useful- Congregation of Cazendish and New !
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{Jesus. But they ure gone—-lost-—-lost’nwful gulf of perdition. Father of
£0 happivess andto Gold.  And yet this/mercies, wpure us another year, and
is going on continuously. Seventy|grant by thy grnce thut it may be & year
millions more of ignorant fieathen will|of greuter devotedness—grenter liber-
die hefors the end of 1850. Every ulity—greater prayerfulness !

hour thousands reach the brink of thel

Hlome Alissons.

SETTLEMENT OF £REACHERS. :loug waiting and severe trinl, they are
Since the meeting of Synod, most of nt length supplied with religious ing-:

'have been withdraw, to occupy stated aud break the bread of life: unwe thew;;
spheres of usefulness; and our ""E‘“’hl“?d‘ E:hat 1hey‘no“:‘};eh_tﬂd :!xe fu&hhnm,t ;
is agrin_left nearly destitute of the,of tae preuuse, ‘I will give you pus- |
means gf gumnlgll'ug yac.::;_cl;s. RA: the :!,):Sl ;{::sl;(gg,‘;;v‘:hwk;?:w ll'::'a'rt. l\vrlh:::h
time of the publication of the Report, e y wledge and un- |
we had five missionaries unemployed.!’;lerstm!dm;,!.” May their teachers nut
GY these, three have been settled, and be removed to a corner any nore, and
a fourth will in all probability he senlc:‘d!:ﬂay they liyx}!)l.vme‘g.rnce be enu‘l;le:’l;
during the presest wmonth. The Revd.to centinue their ministrations. An

Mr. Sedgewick, after supplying the'nnw that they are supplied thewselves, |
‘Fruro c;ngregminn fora few weeks, \;le trusthll!atlthe{ will think ;_»f a'lu;t i8;
in Mr. M°Culloch’s absence, was ap-jdne to their brethrea not so fivored.—
poeinted to the pastorat chnr;-,e of rhejtlaving to some extent felt the priva-
congregntion of Musquodobeit, on xhe‘timl of being withuut the ordinances of
12th Septemsber. Mr. Ebenezer E.religion,—none saying to them, “Let!
Raoss, after supplying the vacant con-!us go up isto the House of the Lord,” .

1

gregatious in Prince Edward Istand for|—they should be taught to feel for the;
a short time, and preaching in Truro destitute, and should show their grati +
for a few subbaths, was ordained hy the,tude 1o the Great Head of the Church, i
Presbytery of Truro, te the pastoraliby their etforts to send to thew his-gos- .
icharze of the congresation of Upper pel.
Londanderry, oun the 30th October,—

Mr. George Patterson, afier a Mission-] Cavexprss axp New Loxnos.—In:
ary tour in the eastern section of thejnddition to these settlements, which!
proviuce, a few weeks supply to Trura, fhave already taken place, we have |
and n few weeks missionary labour in[much pleasure in xunouncing, that Mr. }
Parrsbora® and its ucizhborhood, was Isnac Murray, probationer, afier sup-;
ordained by the Preshytery of Pietou, pving the vacancies in Prince Eedward j
over the congregationjof SulemChurch,{Island, and a missiovary teur <o Guys-}
Green Hill. on the 8ist of the samejbore® and Little Cansa, in this pro-i
uouh. vinee, has seen it kis duty 1o accepr the }

All these brethren have been setided. Tl addressed to him from the United |

weeges

———

ness ; and it is our earnest praver, thai| Londen, and that he will in all proba-
the Great Head of the Church may{hility be erédained during the pesent:
crowa their labors with abundunt suc-{month.

- nq

B
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cess, and render exach of them a bless-
ing to the section of country to which
they have severally been direcsed by
His allwise Providence, as well as to
the chiurch at large. !

We congratulate each of these con-!
gregationy, that, in answer, as we trust,
1o their fervent supplications at the
Iheone of Grace, scme »f them, after

Thiz will e the foxrih fnduetion in !
our cliurch since the mecting &£ Syned, |
within a periad of a IRtle over three}
months; hut the civeamstances eonnec- 5
ted with it deserse especial remark,— §|
Our readers sre gencrally wware that f
this i3 the conpeegation over which Mr. |
Geddie presided, and which he left 1o
undertake our mission to the soulixf

T=2
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sens. Kight years he labored among labors amang them, und though no-
them with his charactoristic nrdour aad thing would aftord them greater sntis-

dovoteduess, il we believe also with!fuction than that Mr. Gedidie should

l(l)l; hlt;ssull)g of xhtI)‘Gron.t l;]'e;ul of thesee it his ;lutly to conunu: amo‘x;g t?e:‘n,

urch. During this period,ithe warn-lyet in obedience to the call of the
st attachment had grown up on hoth church, and as they believed the
1sides.  Mr. Geddie had toward lhcm'church’s Head, they would, raise no

5:\1! gh‘e nrd;‘ngl OftnﬂCCtlol; whitf:‘h ::le-olppositiou to :;xs ;wf.aul)\'u!. 'l'hou\sl.rh
minister of Clirist must have for theithey saw not how his loss was to be

| peaple, among whom he had laboredisupplied, they bhelieved that he who

i;m(l pruyexll, and many of whom he hadihad the hearts of all men in his hands,
wegotten thr 3 rec ]

lwé)uld ’h lr;n?':,g‘hhuwl gospci,‘ and ;\}l::at[';m.xld" ?}ll'u'ffh"!gy .re:mnpf&tlf»e ll;;s::;

lwoul erenflter be his crown and hisifor all the sucrifices they were callec

rejoicing, in the duy of the Lord Jesus.'upon to muke for his cause, and they

He could say with Paul, **God is my resolved to trust in the faithfulness of

;ccord how greatly¥l long after you nll Him, who is able of the stones to raise

in tt'i!.oa b(;)\v::l;.ot i’esugx Chlrl:;l.”t Atnlull'nlp ch{l(!r!on l'l.ll.t(; tf"lbmbmn, to supply

uothing but his burning love to the.them with a fuithful pastor.

souls of men, and his strong sense of:  This resolution relieved the Board

«duty, and a'strong conviction that he (rom a serious difliculty ‘Fhe church

I\vns (‘rn!le:l to the nissionary work _by;lm:l laid liberally to the bands of the
xlhe (;o;l. of lmssuox;s, c.oluld have iny Foreign Missionary Board, and were

ing, which ho Fogaried na tho hardest'm the el But 1t wan. then foand
of his earthly trinls. “Eight happy'itnpossible to supply all the demands
years, ”l he says hnmst;zli‘, ¢ ¢« spent for ministerial lnbor at home. Under
among that people, and could have these circumstances, it hecame n very

i\;;ishtull to Iln;ve emle};l wmy days nnwng:"sorious matter, to reniove a minister
them; but 1 heard the stern voice of fra:mm lus congregntion to go abrond,
duty saying, ‘Go far hence uunto the,when there sezmed so little prospect of

Geatiles,” and that I dare not resist.— his place being supplied. ludeed, it

”n. 03 H - *

“The greatest trial that ever I encoun-'has ever since seemed to many of the

!mre«l or ex[}ect to}encc:l'u’ucrA, \\ius ;ny'best i"ne;n}‘« ]nf our mnssxoét, :!; lslep of

igeparation from them, nd what very doubtful propriety. Had the con-
rendered the parting more trying was, zremation  opposed  itis removal, it

ithat ke saw not the wayin which hislwouldl scarcely have heen ventured

;pl:g.e \;':\s tx;‘l;chsm)!pixgd. . f,‘;llllolil. mu’l our chulrch wm.xlg inall pro-

! n the other hand, the attachment of bability have yet been without a mis-

ithe congregation was most de\'otell.'«ionar_g ngeunt in foreign lands. But by

‘and ‘tlo part with 'h'ml was therefore no this resolution, the congresation relie-
small sacrifice. It was, too, no small,ved the Board aud the Church firom

!xrini of their faith, as they saw no im-their perplexity, and set a noble exam-

:mediate way of obtaining a substitute.; ple of self denial and faith.

INone of the students of our church} ‘I'he Rev. Mr. Handyside, on the
were ready for license, and there was very eve of hix settlement among them,
little prospect of supply from Scot-;was, in the inscrutable counsels of the
glmul. Other congregations had heen;Great Head ot the Church, called

ifor some time vacant, with litde pros- hence by death.  For more than four
pect of obtaining ministers.  And:vears they have suffered the miseries
gwhcre were they to look to have Mr. of hope deferced; and their eyes began
Geddie’s place supplied, should he to fail for the looking upward, But at
cembark ou the enterprise to which the length their prayers are answered :

! Providence of Gad seemed to sununon, nccording to their faith it is done anto

‘him ?  Butsceing Mr. Geddie’sdevot- thern.  God in his providence has sent

tetiress to the canse of Missions, and them an active, energetic, and pious

ithe call in Providence there was to him,;young man to he their pastor. Weare
jto undertake the work, they resolved,sure that every friend of our Fareign

}to declare, that though their attachiment! Mission will rejoice in this event, and
to bim was unabated—though they still will raise his heart i thankfulneas

‘emertajned; & grateful sense of his.to the great Head of the Chureh, who!

SN
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"has in this, as in 50 many instances in
the history of our mission, ¢ mude
darkness light before us, and the créok-
cd things straight.” Wo are suve, also,
ithat they will join usin the prayer, that
Mr. Murray mny be long spared among
them, and that he may prove as faith-
ful, ns lnborious and as successful us
his predecessor.

To Mr. Geddie, this intelligence will
be moit checring. ‘I'he state of his
Inte churge has ocenpied much of his
thoughts ever since he parted from
thew, and has caused hkim mach anx-
riety.  Many and enrnest have been the
Iprayers he has offered ut the throne of
|grace for their welfure, especially that
1 God would pravide a pastor for them.
His mind will now he relieved from
anxiety, He will behold in this event
the answer to his prayers, and the re-
ward of his fuith. His heart will be
encouraged to firmer trust in the goo:l
providence of God, aud his hands

denying work.
By Mr. Murray’s settlement, Mr.

POSITION AND 'ROSPECTS OF OUR
MISSIONARIES.

‘The first No. of the Register will be
read by many who have seen few or
perhaps noue of the communications
!from our Missionaries, whith have
tappeared in the Eastern Chronicle.
i For this reason it seems advisable now
'to give ashort statement of the situation

the dnte of the latest intelligence recei-
ved from them.

By the information which was ob-
tained at the Samons, and by the advice
of the missionarics stationed there, the
attention of our missionaries was di-
verted from New Caledonia and direc-
ted to the New Hebrides, the nearest

roup to New Caledonia on the north.
I'hey accordingly visited this group
in the Mission Ship “John Williams,”
in company with a deputation from the
Samoan mission; and after visiting se-
veral of its islands, on some of which
native teachers bad previously been
siationed, fixed on Aneiteum, the most
southern island of the group, as the

strengthened in his arduous and self-!

and prospecis of our missionaries, at,

Roberi}Grant will be the only preacher
in the field. He has since the meeting
of Synod heen for a time on a mission-
ary tour in Cape Breton, sinte which
titne he has been Inboring within the
bounds of the I'ruro preshytery: and
we_understand, will spend the winter
in Prince Edward Island, where there
is still an urgent call for ministerial
lahor,

Upon the congregations that are still
vacant, we woulu still urge the propri-
ety of earnest prayer to the Great
Head of the Church, that the Lord of
the vineyard would send forth laborers
into his harvest ; and instead of giving
way to despoudency, let them wait
upon him in persevering confidence.—
‘The God of Zion still reigns, and let
them «still put their trust in him : he
will supply them in his own good time
amd way with pastors according to his
own heart. “For the vision is yet for
an appointed time; but at the end it
shall apeak and not lie: though it tarry,
'wait for it; because it will surely
lcome, it will not tarry.”

Soveign filissions.

centre of their future operations. On
this island accordingly, M. Powell of
the London Missionary Society, Messrs,
Geddie and Archibald and their fami-
lies, and seven native teachers, were
stationed, in August 1248, to form the
nucleus of a mission 10 these hitherto
dark and neglected tslands.

‘The island of Aneiteum is only 80
to 85 niles in circumference, and its
population is estimmed at S600 sonls.*
It appears to be of voleanic origin,.and
is girdled by coral recls. Being in 20°
south latitude, the climate is warm
though agreeable, the heat being mode-
rated by the trade winds; but it is not
considered healshy, especially in the
rainy season. Like mauny other islands
i those seus, it issubject to violent
gales or hurricanes. lis priacipal cul-

——n

* Few ot the maps of the Pacific, or of
Australasia,contain the name of Aneiteum.
Most of them however have Tanna, which
is only 35 miles dictant. In the charts and
maps which contain Anciteum, it is usual-
ty spelled *Anatom.?
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fruit, yams, and the sugar cane. San-
da) wood appears to be & #t; and
at the time of our missionaries’ arrival,
a European establishment for coliecting
and shipping this wood existed in the
be comnmenced. Our missionaries were
€apt. Paddon, the proprietor of the
frst M‘eminneff’;s&ndul wood establish-
ment, appeared disposed in overy way
in his power to favor the introduction
of the gospel, Though Aneiteum pre-
senls in itsolf a very limited field of
missionary labour, both our missiona-

the whole New Helridean group,
*hroze pogulation is cstimated at 150,°
000 souls. ‘These favorable cireumn-
stances appear also to have attracteel
the attention of the Romish mission in

were preceded by several priests, whe
however seem to have made ne im-
pression on the natives,

‘I'he people belong to the Awustral
negro race; and are described as heing
| rather dimtoutive in size, and slightly
| made, ‘I'hey huve eurled hair, and ave
of darker complexion than the Samo-
|ans, ‘I'heir disposition is said to be on
| the whole mild and inoffeusive; but
they are evideutly not destitute of” the
warlike habits common among savages.
‘T'hey worship deities culled nat masses,
supposed to reside in the hills aud in
certain saered stones of peculiar form,
collected in or near their villages.
‘There i3 a priesthosmtl or order of “*sa-
cred men,” appointed to attend on these
deities, snd to present them with offer-
ings of taro, bread freit,”’ &e. Lhey
also ascribe supefnatara}l powers to
particular persons, who are supposet
to rule the winds and the sen. These
superstitiens had already occasioned
some trouble to- the missionaries; who
Mowerver Believethat they see evidence,
that the confilence of the natives in
1their falve gods, is heginning to be sha-
‘ken. ‘T'he natives also freely admit
that the power of ‘these deities is infe-
aior o that of Jehovah. Asin alt the

heathen islands of the Pacific, the mo-

thrated vegetudles are taro, the brend;

rality ofthis people is of the very low-
est description.

After having visited differens parts
of the island, Messrs, Geddie anit Pow-
ell determined to fix their head,quarters

at St. Patrick’s Bay, the prineipal}
islandl, and another was likely soon 1o harhour of the izland, where they have |

erected n house,the frame of which was

highly favored in tie circumstance thatjhronght by them from the Samoas; and

a building to serve as a chapel and
school house. ‘Y'he frame of this last
is n donation frem Mr. Paddon. ‘These
hoildings are wattled and plastered,
Mr. Archibald was stationed at Epege,
a point seven or eight miles distant
from the priveipal station by land, and

ries and those of the Lomdon Societyjtwelve :iles distant by water.
represent it as well fitted, by its posi-|Mr. Arclubald had, with the assistance
tion, accessibility and comuercial con-|of some of the teachers and natives,
nections, for the head quarters of ajerected a honse. ‘I'he native teachers
mission to be uhtimately extended over!were distributed ia various parts of the

the South Seas; since our missionuries,

Here

island, where the natives hud expressed
their willingness to receive thew; and
arrangenients were made for visiting
them once in two or three weeks,

Oar missionaries were, soon after
their arrival, actively engaged in pre-
paring for the work of preaching the
gospel.  In Nov. 1849, Mr. Geddie
writes—

*Mr. Powell addressed the people
in their cwn language on the fourth
Sabbath after our arrival, and 1 made
uny first attempt on the sixth, Ever
since we have preached regalarly to
the people in their own tengane. Our
knowledge of the language is of conrse
very limited, yet we can tell this be-
nighted people some of the simple
truths of the gospel in their own tongue.
‘T'his is an object to which [ have look-
ed forward for years, and 1 thank God
that 1 have been spured to see the day
when 1 ean rell perisking sinners for
the first time of a Saviour”s love.”

At the latest accounts, there were re-
pular Sabbuth services atthe various
s:atione, beside much itinerant preach-
ing. ‘T'he attendance at the principal
station was fluctaating, varying from
six or seven to ninety, but on the aver-
age the gospel was preached to one
hundred souls every Lord’s day. The
mission press was in full operation, in
priniing sheets of letters and words,
At the schools the attendance was irre-
gular; but a few of the scholars had
been taught the alphabet, Much in-
difference and a little opposition to the
gospel had been manifested; a few in-

ot
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dications, howerer, appeared, of a
desire to inquire after the truth. ‘I'he
latest letter from our mission is dated
Feb, 21, 1849,

In connection with the position of
our mission, it is worthy of notice that
the race of men to which the inhabi~
tants of the New Hebrides belong, has
as yet received comparatively little of
the attention of christians. 'he large
missionury stations in the South seas
are located nmong the great Polynesian

!erpug aid of the London Society, our
'mlmonaries could not have effected »
seitlement at Aneiteumn; and without
many additional lahourers, the preach-
ing of the gospel cannot he extended
even over the New Hebrides group.

D)

| LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS

SEXT BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF FO-
REIGN MINSIONS TO REV, J, GEDDIE.

Belle Vue, N. 8., Aug. 14, 1849.

race, inhabiting the numerous groups
of islands lyingg enstward o!g New Rev. and Dear Brother—

Caledonia and the New Hebrides.~! In the instructions with which you
‘I'he last mentioned islands, as well us were furnished hy our Board, previous
the Queen Charivtte’s, Solomon, and to your departure, it was intimated that
Louisiude groups, the large islands of ,we would add’to them, from time to
New Britain, New lreland, and New time, as occasion might ru}uire. We
Guinea, nnd the mainland of Austra- have not been hasty in redeeming this
lia, are propled by the Austral Ne-'pledge, feeling that we conld spy.\ittle
groes, u race different in langunge and that would aid you in your xrelunmnr
physical conformation from the Poly-jarrangements, about which you well
nesians, and including some of the knew our views and wishes in genernl;
wost burbarous and degraded tribes of und we had confidence that you would
the human family; though the natives do what appeared best in the case, We
of the New Hebrides and the neighhor- have been much gratified from time te

ing groups are considerably above the
standard of the aborigines of Australia,

and approuch more nearly to the Poly-|

‘time at the journals you have sent us,
lall of which we believe have come to
hand except those which record your

nesians. lvoyage from Sandwich Islands t¢ Sa-

‘I'be countries inhabited by this race
have already, by their extent, fertilicy,
and commercial advantages, attracted
largely the uttention of European ad-
venturers; and in soine regions, asin
Tasmania, the natives have already
disappeared hefore the inroads of colon-
ization; in others, as in Erromanga and
the Isle of Pines, their original bar-
barism has,by intercourse with unprin-
cipled Europeans, bheen heightened
into fiendish ferocity. 'I'he mission at
Aneiteun is almost, if not absolutely,
the ouly effort at present being made
to plant the standard of the gospel
among this race. May we not hope
that,, by the blessing of God, this litile
spark may be kindled intc a flood of]
light, which may chase away the long
night of heathen darkness that has
brooded over these lands; and that ma-
ny ransomed souls of this neglected
race, may he added to the mnultitude
that shall be gatkered out of all nations
and peoples und tongues. ‘I'hatjit may
be so,we inust not only exert ourselves
to maintain and strengthen our Mission
band, but must endeavor te enlist
others in the work., Without the gen—

'mon.  'T'hough we might not perhaps,
|in every instance, have concurred in
'your arrangements, we have reason to
believe that you were influenced by the
best motives in the course you adopted,
and the jssue we think has proved that
vou were directed hy counsels from on
high; and though your route was cir-
cuitous, and your delny considerable,
we are constrained to beliave that by a
way that you knesw not, you have heen
ledd most dirsetly to a most promising
fieid of future operations and useful-
ness. Weare glad 1o find that gour
intercourse with the London Society’s
Agents has been just what we anticipa-
ted, and that you are associated with
them in your present field of action.
We would have preferred, of course,
that you had found New Caledonia
accessible, as it had always been asso-
ciated with our missionary enterprise;
but we cordially approve of your choice
of Aneitenm, vnder the circumstances
in which you were placed. We will
hope that God has work for you there,
to do which will redound to his glory
in the salvation of many souls, Your
association with the London Missiona-
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ry Society’s Missionaries, wa helieve
eszentially hmportant; and wetrust your
co-pperation witl ever continue larmo-
nious and effective.  We can never
think of assuming the Mission asour
own,while our resources are so limited
und there remnins ko wuch land to be
possessed. We are digposed to consi-
der vurselves us entering into their
Inbours, and spending on the same
ground such missionury resources as
the Graat Heud of the Church may
place within our reach. We are most
grateful for the kind and efficient man-
ner in which they have tuken you by
the haud; but it is our desire and our
intention to bear all your expenses.

resuming that your expenditure for
houses, lauds and boat nccommodation,
&e., have been necessary and economi-
caly we have transmitted money to meet
your drafts for these so far as we hav?
been advised. We have added £35 st’d
to your salary, and provided for the
expenses of freight ot your supplies.
Your mode of instruction and inter-

make your interconrse less frequent
than could he desirable; but we trust
yoll ave to-operating in the best man-
ner for accomplishing the best ends.

Irtelligence of all kinds from you, is
most eagerly songht by friends and the
Church atlarge; and your jonrnal we
will {eok for,both for eur cwr informa-
tion, and as n means of stimulating our
peopie to shnze exertions which, under
God,are indispensible for your mainte-
nance and support,in the great work in
which you are engaged.

Commending you anew to God, and
assuring you that we do not cease to
pray for you, and that at all titnes you
may rely upon our hest exertions to
promote your own personal and do-
mestic interests, as well as to further
the great olijecy of your mission,

1 amn, Rev. and Dear Brother,

Very Sincerely Yours,

In name and by ovder of the
Board of Foreign Missions,
Jaymes Wapbperz, Cor. Sec’y.

The Rev. John Geddie, &ec., &ec.

conrse with the natives, is of ﬂnCi(’{ll' P. 8. We would like that your jour-
and honorable origin, and we hope inlpals should contain reference to Mr.
due time it will be abundamly success-! Archiliald’s labors,and frequent notices
tul, Qaur blessed Lord \\'entabomdomg‘(.rymu- wives and little ones. Our
good, and you eannot be too earnest in!Church do not wish you to be less do-
season aml out of season in following!mestic in your feelings, less intimate
his example, A land familiar in your personal inter-

We have no prospect in the mean!course, or less communicative in all
time of being able to send out_another!that concerns you as men, women and
laborer to your assistance. We arelchildren, because you are our repre-
anxious, however, thatas soon as pric-lsematives in higher aud holier spheres,

{|ticable, Mr. Archibald may be ordainedOQnly * Jet your couversation,” .,
Has a missionary, and placed in asitua-; Phif. i. 27; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5, 19, 22,

tion 1o he as extensively useful as he{Offer our fraternal salutations to your
can be made. Lrother Powell. Phil. iv. 21, 28.

We have applied to the Synod, and J. W,
received instroctions to take the neces-{
sary steps for his ordination, hut Xhﬁy NoTeE.—A letter was sent at the same
have restricied us to Preshyterian ordi-{time 10 Mr. Archibald: but as its tenor is

nation, We reguest you therefore to
take such steps, in conjunction with
Messrs. Nisbet and Turner, to whom
we have written upon the subject, or
any other Preshyterian brethren within
reach, as will enable you assoon as

practicable,to secure 1o yourself a bro-;.

ther of your owu in full standing, to
ghare with you in all the responsibilities
as well as inall.the counsels,which your
trying situat on may require. We will
expiect you to report your progress in
this matter.with all diligence. 1t has
appeared to us that your distance from

each other, so fur as twelve milea, must

almost the same with that of the above, it
is mot thought necessary to pablish it,

RECOLLECTIONS
OF THE ForeleN Missron ENTERPRISE
1 THE PressyreERIAXN Cnurcn of
Nova Scoria.
BY THE REV. J. WADDELL.,

Early, individual and detacked ope-
rations.

It will not he supposed, that, in a

Church possessing & regular organisa—

tion, and enjoying the advantages of n

|
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| fuithful inistry, the importauce, the thing to disseminate a knowledge of'the
duty and the privilege of endeavouring Saviour, among those who had never
to extend the goapel beyoud its own heard of the salvation which he has
l‘)onuds, would not he frequenly m'c‘ul-”yr(wuletl. While praying, “'Ihy king-
t',.utled, xux:‘l cordially entertained. ‘The,dom come; thy will be done on earth,”
athers af our church were preeminent- &c., they telt that more than this was
ly men of missionary spirit : While tlle_\"requiretly at theiv  hands; and  they
had their local and speciul charges,they sought for chanuels through which they
extended their labours to the desti-might convey some small tokens of
;tute on every hand, nud taught those regard for their hlessed Lord’s com-
to whom they ministered to remember.mand, “Go ye into all the world, and
;lbe xuulmx:uyl \\‘i_uchl snid “‘s“rc‘»\ly(ye prcl:wlx the gospel to ?‘vexriv crfnlﬂtﬁ;f’
ave received, freely give, “ith ajand some expression, feeble though it
Wurhl.of(lesmu.tion nrquml them, lheirigniglu be, of theiz: interest in the per-
nuenuonh\vns directed n;a great wen— ishing heathen being tuught the things
sure to the occupancy of the ground injwhich belong to  their peace.  For
their inmediate vicinity, and while they inany vears, individoal donations were
| toiled themselves, they also most'stren- vegularly transniitted to the friends of
Juously exerted themselves to provide the London Missionary Society, as well
| the services 01‘; additional lahourers, to as t5 some of the organizations i the
aid them in their work. Foreign as- United States, engaged divectly in the
sistance was occasionally alitained, and,work of evangelizing the heathen.
‘| afterwards, from internal resources, o From individuuls, the leaven entered
more almndmnsupplylof missionary la- our congregations, and there extended
bhour was secured. Missionary labours its influence; but Tso detached were
were followed inmany instances hy the their operutions, and so unobtrusive
organization of congregations, aud the their movements, that it is not easy to
t){ev.l Dr. .M’Greglgor lived (;: sge’ im"u,descnl;o with any pretension to accu-
reshyteries, at least, on the ficld in racy, the order or exient of their res-
which for atime he had laboured alone pective contributions.  Onslow, it is
'.\llean\-.lhile‘hsimil_:lr t!ueastu]'us ;vca'etl).clw\:ed,lwn:t;ruunm;.;’llselﬁrstcuu‘;t.rrega-
adopted ta the regions heyond, aud our tions in the ‘Vruro Preshytery that or-
church assumed the character of a self- sanised a foreign mission agency; and
istustainiug and self-eatending body .— trom the West and East River congre-
But. while she continued to enlarge iger;gmiom, 1 l)elieve,. were the first contei-
gnorderiﬁ, sll:g ;:e:;er rs.gxu;hed l'mumluneslh*:m;ms u;mle.u;) (();(-ign funds, within
eyoind whieh she might not have pass- the bounds of the Pictou preshytery.—
fed.  Could she have provided men and What was first done by ndividun!
| means, to meet the necessities of ull;memhers of the church, or by separate
within her reach, her sphere of oper-cangregations Tin the Presbytery of P,
ations might havej beenfmueh wmore E. Island—if | ever knew—1 have no
extensive th:.m itis. Under these cir—}disﬁnct recollection, and | have at pre-
cumstances, it will not be thought won-'sent no means of reference. ‘This,
derful that the idea oF maintaining a however, i3 beyond dispute—that the
m‘issiou abroad, is hut of recent on.gm,;brethren. in those bounds first acted in
within our bounds. Our congregations concert inthe matter, and formed com-
needed to struggle hard to give their bined Bible and Foreign Missionary
. 4 . SRS . . 2 .
mninisters anything like a comfurtable Sociedies, in all their congregativns,

mainicnance; and when they thought of
extending their christian liverality, they
naturally directed it to the destitnte
near home. But while the sympathies
of our people were directed to those
around them, who possessed their
bibles, enjoyed their sabhaths, and had
occasional opportunities of “assem-
bling themselves together,” for the
public worship of God, individuals
began Lo feel that they could not {ulfil

and transmitted their joint missionary
coneributions. at one timne, to the Lon-
don Missionary Society; and at another,
partly to that society, and parily to the
foreign ission fund of the United
Secession Church in Seotland. ‘Iheir
first preshyierial contribution to the
London Miesionary Soeiety was made
in 1840, and amounted to seventeen
pounds, eleven shillings, sterling. Al
that was contemplated at that time by

all the will of God, while they dik no-

any of our people, was to furanish sour

[ J——
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slight tokeuns of interest in the ev:mgc-rfolmd, nor by what ngents their bounty
lization of the heathen, hy ussisting|wus conveyed. Since the Church has
the funds of whick other parties haditaken up a field of her own, und sent
the thanagement, without exercising|ott missionaries from her own hosom,
any right, or possessing uny opportu-lit is not wonlerful that her incipient
nity, to direct or investignte the manner|resources have greutly incrensed. The
of their expenditure, So they sent the|measiires which fed to these arrange-
gospel to the heanthen,Vthey were not ments will furnish subjects for future

coucerned in whut country they werels‘Recollections.”

[We had preparell an introductory
article for the Youth’s Department;
but have been obliged to Mdefer it till
next month.]

‘I'o THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH OF THE

Prespyreriax CuurcH oF Nova
Scoris, New Brunswick axo P E.
IsLAND.

My Dear Young Friends,— !

When I lnst addregsed you through
the  Eastern Chronicle,” (1l rejoice
that 1 ean now do it through the present
¢« Register,” a more appropriate anc
efficient medium) [ eoucluded by say-
ing, that | hoped soon to have the plea-
sure of announcing that you had rea-
lized the sutn necessary to complete the
object in view. ‘I'bat time hus nrrived.
I have now the pleasurc of announcing
that 1 Rave no doubt the £100 proposed
to put the Marine depurtment of onr
Mission on a respectadle footing, is
rexhized. ‘The unexpected absence of
our Treasurer prevents me, at present,
from giving the exnct sum from each
congregation, and the whole amouny;
but it will not be forgotten Inthe mean-
time § hear of others who, though a
little tardy, arestill exerting themselves
to share in this honourable euterprise;
and I think we must give themall ample
time and opportunity. Here, at least,
there i3 no room for jealousy; and mo-
derate ambition is comwmendable.

youthfal compc.y of owaers of our
Marine departmeai, Stock will comein
to the amount of £130, oriperhaps,
£150; especinlly if some, who seew to

decide to allow their children an oppor-
tunity of joining in this labour of love
and good-warks.

autlys Depaxtment.

as we camnot think of exeluding any he-
cause some huve reatized nll we asked,
before others had an opportunity of
joining.  Let ull enmne forward, there-
fore, nud unite with this noble young
bumd, who are contributing so hand-
somely to the cause of the poor
heathen in the ¢ lsles of the sea.’~
When all this is accomplished, I have
it it view, and 1 hope to be able, to
pluce in the possession of every collec-
tor, and consenuently within the reach
of alinost every cantributor n tangible
evidence of his or her proprietorship in
the Marine department of our Foreign
Mission,
1 remnin,
My dear young friends,
Yours, &c.,
Jonx 1. Baxzer.
Onslow, Dec. 5th, 1849

We ohserve with much pleasure,
that the leading churches in Halifax
have entered. with zealinto a projectfor
establishing a Mission amonyg the Mie-
mac Indians of this Provinée and
Prince Edward Island. Want of
space prevents ux from inserting, in
the present No., the proceedings of the
meetings which have been held in Ha-|
lifax. We shall, however, ns opporm-’é
nity offers, report the progress which

My,

pragent impression is, that in this, . —
A list of the Contributions in elothing |

1&c.. for the use of the Foreign Mission,
‘and particuises of their shipment, will
‘be given in the next No.

be halting between two opinions, shouldg
. ‘receive the work (rom the commence-
In this case we must|{ment, should make early application,ns
enlarge the number of Shareholders;ofjonly n sinall number of extra copes have
which I hope none of you will complain, heen, printed.

may be made iu this good work.

Intending subseribers who wish to ||

Rt mam




