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A Clergyman’s Profligate Son.
BY REV. MR. CHICKERING, OF PORTLAND.

- O you see, my old
“ and  steadlast
friend, that it is
better to weep
over a sun i in-
fancy than to
graan over him
1 manhood ?
These were
the words of
father whose son, u
hopeless prodigal.
had wandered to this
cotntry, and was, for
a time
Mr. Wos fannly at the
hillside. 1 said o fpeless
prodigal. It may well he
suppoced that his case
seemed hopeless tu
strangers, when even a father’s
fond heart could cherisiv no more
consolatory fectings than those ex-
pressed in the ! Howing extract
from the same letter:—* Do ol
understand e that § have no bope s
but it is only that faint and theker-
ing hght, by whieh the father con-
ducts the almost despairing heart
to Him, whose gruce isas Almighty
as His will is Sovereign.” 1 quote
from memory and 1 trnst there is
no impropriety in holding up, as a
Warning to young men, and asa

an inmate of

hint to parents, especially those
who refuse to be comforted at the
araves of mfit ehildren, the fol-
lowing sud fragment of the history
of M.

My first knowlelge of him was
soon after his anival, a wretched
vagabond, In this conntry. It was
a beautiful sumwmer evening., I
had tise pleasure, a pleasure which
I often enjoyed, of being one of a
uttinerous eirele around the tea-
teble at the « Cottage.” Mr. and
Mrs. WL had on thus oecusion seve-
ral friends sharing their clegant
huspitality, among whom were
several ladies from London. A
servant agnounced to Mr. W, that
some one desired o see him at the
door, wdding that he refused to
come into the house, but had seated
himsell' on the steps of the piazza,
ipparently mu-h cxhausted.  Mr.

L mmmediately eft the tuble and
found the stranger te be w young
man in a sailor’s dress, whese whole
appearance indicated extrcme po-
verty und wretchedness.  He rais-
od his hand, and fixed his eyes on
the fuce of Mr. W., said, *“1f you
will helieve it, sir, I am the son of
your old friend C—— C—

“ You the son of C Com1?
replied Mr. W. ¢1It may be so,
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but it requires rather more |.ruof
than your assertion, to satisfy me.
that T see in thus wi-erabie olject
the son of my old friend 5 but come
into the house,” he Luully added,
“and a(lcr l(_'l we will look into!
the matter.”

The poor fellow at first refused,

saying he was not worthy to come

under such a roof, but was at
length prevailed upon: and when
we rosc from the tabfe, and entered
the next apurtment, our curiosity
was gratified by a sight of the
strange guest whuse appearance
and pretensions Mr. W. had des-
cribed to us.

The scene was a striking one.
The family instinctively formed a
semi-circle around the sailor boy
who sat at one end of the room.
The lamp upon the centre-table,
which was within the s mi-cirele,
shoune binghtly upon ¢ ach member
of the group. 'Ihe wh.te dresses
of the ladies, and the aspeet of 1the
whole company, were stranacly
cuntrasted with the weuther-heat-
en features, bearing marks of vice
as well as sufforing, and with the
soiled and tattered garments, of the
poor outeust.

le cowered beneath the gaze
whieh was bent upon him, and
seemed to shrink, gulhcring his
hardly deeent covering wmore close-
ly about him, us if he would escape

through the wall and hide himsclf’

from inspection. A few questi 'ns,
to which he gave correct replics,
. together with his instant recogni-
ticn of Mrs. W., remurking how-
ever a slight chunge in heruppear-
ance since he met her in France,
when he was quite a child, esta-
blished the at first incredible fact
of his identity as a younger and
once promising son of Rev. C—
C , an excellent and distin-

pcuished clergyman, a native of

England. His sad history, partly
then given by himself and after-

ward gradually developed by sub-
suguemt confessions, and for the
most part confirmed by letters re-
ceived sooa wlter {ram the Conti-
\noul, where his futher then was,
is, in few words as follows t—

e had been placed by his fa-
ther at an early age, at one of the
best schools 1w France. Iisidle
tand dissolute habits, caused, as it
was hopud, rather by the influence
of evil companions with whom he
unfortunately  Leeame intimate,
then by any vicious disposition of
his own, led to his removal to Ed-
inhurgh. Here he was svon juin d
by some of the sume assuciates who
had first allured him into the paths
of v.ce. Beiug soon disgraced, and
becoming involved in debt, he was
ashamed fo meet his father, and
preferved the tite of a wanderer.
During the few veurs succeeding,
he became, by turos, an inmate of
a wiale ship.a soldier in a British

regiment quartered m tlie north of
\cul)aud and a deserter, finding
his way through scotland and the
greater purt of kngland, on foot,
supperiing himself in part by sign-
puinting, and sontetimes \\oll\m'r
as i cummon liotse painter. Lav-
ing travelled in this way, as he
ass rted, six hundred miles he be-
came tired of wandering, and pre-
sented himsclf to his futher, then
in Friance or Gernmany with his
family, ¢ the variest vagabond,”
toquute again [rom the lettr ubove
referred to, “on the fuce of the
earth.”

A situation was then found for
him in South America, which he
lust by bad behavior on the voyage.
After a while he ubtained pussuge
in a British vessel to Halifax, and
thence to Besten. Yo the last
place he « worked his passage” gs
a common sailor, aud arrived in a
state of destitution. erea trifl-
ing circumstunce brought to his
mind Mr. W., his father’s friend,
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and on inquiry, having learned in
which of the New England ~tutes
he lived, he performed the journey.
mostly oun foot, and in due time
presented himself, as alecady des-
enboed at B.

His whole deportment was at
first exceedingly hinmble. e de-
clined being sent home to his fa-
ther, declarnne hie conid never see
his face again, untit he had some-
thing besides words of penitence
to uffer as a pledge of reformation
He earnestly desired oceupation in
obscurity, if it were even fabor in
a mine, until he could regain a
character. .

A situation was obtaine.l for him,
as a teacher of the French laa-
guage.  Andsolongashe adhered
to the solemn pledae of total abst-
nance, not only from distilled li-
quors, bt « from all that ean jn-
toxicute,” which Mr. W had at the
very outset induced him to sub-
seribe, his prospeets seemed fiur,
Bt inan evit honr o well-meaning
but mistaken  friend, at whose
house he was visiting, offered hin
a glass of eider.  Reeviving it at
such bands, — for it was both o
temperate and a pious man who
hud offered it, the temptation conld
not be resisted.  With that dravght,
his sippetite for stimnlating drink
returned to its old and dreadfu!
strength.  Cider, wine, und ale,
beeame his {r-gquent heverages.
The evil was made worse Ly the
necessity of his boarding at a pubhe
h vse.  Mr. W. and his family
being then at his town residence.
and M.’s conduci having beconie
so arrogant and his habits so bad,
that no private family was willing
to receive him, there was no other
alterenative, ns he at this time had
churge of a2 French class at the vil-
lage of L.

After a fow weeks he began to
avow intentions of suicide, and
somewhat ostentatiously displayed

\J

a phial of latidanum, which he con-
stantly carried about his person.
The eause whieh he assigued for
this detenmination ywas the rejec-
tion of his addresses, by a highly
frespectable voung lady, for whom
he had conceived an ardent, and it
is believed. honorable attachment.
His natural impetuosity and un-
zoverned violence uf character dis-
pltayed itsel , in his endeavors to
terrify aud conpel the young lady
and her friends to allow him an
interview,

Things were 1u this state, when
e cailed on me one evening at
my res denece a few miles from the
village of L. He desired a private
interview  When we were alone,
"he told me that he had come to
bid me farewell, and to request me
to ex:cute some trifling commis-
sions for him, as beforc the next
mortiing he shoult “be a dead
wan.” 1 treated his declaration
at first with indiTerence.  lle re-
newed it in the most sulemn_man-
ner, saying he conld not and would
not hve.  After repeating his form-
er requests with some additional
|vues respeeting his borial, &e., he
begau to arrange svime papers he
had bronght with  him,§and - of
which he wished me to tuke charge,
to prevent their falling into the
hands of the people at the hotel
[ took this opportunity to leave the
room and consult some gentlemen
l\\'ho had called on husiness, as to
the proper course for me to pursue,
Our concluston was, that although
there was sume cause for abxiety,
vet the circumstance « id not war-
rant any atlempt at restraint ar
supervision.  Before he left me I
made a solemn appeul to him re-
specting the nature of the act which
he avowed the intention of perpe-
trating., e heard me through,
and replied thut he did not come
to ask my advice but my assistance.
I parted from him at the door, 1t
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without some apprehensions and
yet with no sufficiently definte
fears, kno “ing as 1 did his boastfut
and at ihe saume time cowardly
charuacter, to make me willing 1o
alarm the inmates of his hoarding
house, or by auny direct efforts to
attempt the {rustration ol hisulleg-
ed purpose.

After an interval of two howrs
or more, as I was about tu retin
for the night, a messenger catne
in the greatest haste from the keep-
er of* the public house v L., desiy
ing me to come instantly amd see
M., who was dyiug by poison. ]
lost no time in obeying-the sum-
mons, and on my arnival found the
house in the greatest confusion.
The passages leading 1o M. s upurt-
ment were filled wath female in-
mates ot the house, extremely ter-
rified. and the chamber wus crowd-
e with men.

It appered on inquiry that he
had drank the landanum from a
tumbler, and then going to his
roon, Joeked the dour, undressed
himself.and fain down to die. The
tnmbler had aceidentaily attractad
attention and led to a discovery of
the dreadful act.  "The duor of the
chamber wasthen forced open,and
atteinpts were made to arousce
him from the state of partial iuseu-
sibility which had already com-
menced.  These wtempts had in
part suceeeddd, and when 1 enter-
ed the rovm two physicians were
standing by his bedside urging him
to swallow a potion which they
had prepared. Thishe wassternly
refusiug to do, beguiug them 1oldet
him die in peace.  When he saw
me, he excluimed, with a demonia-
cal langh—

charge you before you answer i
to think of\your fither and mother
whose grey haits you are bringing
down withsorrow to the gruve, and
o your God, belore whow you are
sashly  attempting to hurey your
wretched soul. My question s
tHus—will you voluntary swullow
tHus denught which Dr. C. has pre-
pared P2 Ilis veply was instant
and firm.

“No! [will nat.”

“Very well)” said T, «if vou will
not do it voluntarily, you must in-
voluntarily.”  “then turningto the
phiysicians | stated my determina-
tron 1o spare no pains and hesitate
at no measures, however violent,
under thew direction, by which his
life, though apparcutly  useless,
might be prolonged, so that his ex-
cellent purents might at least be
spared the wgouy of learning that
their youngest scn had died by his
own hand.  We inmediately en-
gaged in a serics of eflorts of the
most severe and unremitted des-
cription, which bhe resisted fur
hiours with a convulsive strength
that. astonished us all, and m the
cotirse of whieh he was ouce left
strangled and apparemly lifcless,

From this condition, however,
he was aroused by the wost power-
fur stimwlants, aud at lesgth our
endeavours begun to succeed.  Al-
though with ouths aud eurses be
resisted the efforts of nature, yet
s stomnach finully rejected the
deadly agent, and towards morning
[ left him much exhausted and
fevenish, with his mounth much
lucerated by the violence we had
been compelled to employ,—but
out of dunger

The next day I saw him again.

“ Ah, sir, you see that T am not | He was suffering bath from the ef-

S0 great a coward as you took me
for.”

« M—said I, “I have uot come
to bandy words with you; T have
but one question to ask; and }

fects of the poison and of the reme-
dies which had been used, but
showed no signs of compunction.
His spirit was untamed. He did
not thank us for saving his life,

(4
\
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mnd expressed the wish that welin thy prescuce!”  In the next
f]lad allowed hLim to die. W heun [uext breath, he he uitered a witti-
‘told that at one time lie was'cism upon what he ealled the bung-
thought to be dead, and that if the lling practica of the ¢ Yankee Doc-
effurt to force the medicine down ltors,” and advised them in future
lis throat had been persisted in jto have niore eflicieut means at
another minute, he would never|hand, for similar cases. From the
have breathed again, he excluimed | w ole scene, dreadful aud revolt-
in the most hardened manner, “O ! ing as it was, I endeavoured to ex.
‘why did you ot hold on that other ! tract some good, especiully to the
minute.” imixed cempany who crowded the
He would not promise to abstain | chamber during the greater purt of
from similur attempts in future,ithat fearful night. }
though asa mark of gratitud.- tolns!  In reply to wmy inquirics as to
host and hostess for their kind at-ithe ong of all hus vice and wret-
tentions, he ussured them that he chedness, he assured me that zelle-
would never trouble them i the {ness was the first downward step
same way agzain.  Hesoon left the fre had taken.  “Fhis led him to
place, undertook to teach in the ! various methods of « killing time,?
city of B——, but without suceess. | such us drinking. gaming, und the-
owing to his intemperate habits. atre going, which lead so muny

-and whether yet living [ know not.
If these pages should ever meet
his ¢ye, let him rementber that
God will never refuse to forgive
and save the penitent, to whatever
distunce they may have wandered,
ana however vile and wretched
they have Leen.

But 10 retarn to the scene ol
attempted suicide.  Never have |
beheld so horrid, and at the sune
time so instructive a spectacle.
More than once Tstepped out npou
the upper piazza of the house, that
I might breathe the fresh air of
midnight, aud reassure myself, by
looking at the bright moon and the
beantifel landseape, aud enjoying
again the stillness of a sumnmer
evening, that I was not a visitor
in the abodes of despair., Execrea-
tious, profune jests, prayers for
death, and messages to the object
of his aflections, were intermingled
In a manner of which no descrip-
tion could convey the full idea.

When the clock in the neigh-
bhoring steeple gave out the hour
of midnight, he exclaimed, with
apparent solemunity, “ Great God,
before twelve tomorrow I shall be

young men down to the gates of
death. e was the child of ho e,
of aflluence and prayer.  Yetéd/e-
ness proved his ruiu.  Let the
young man who reads these pages,
remember his sad confussions, made
at a moment when he expocted
soon todie.  Let i shun idlencss,
as he would the outer circles ol a
whirlpool. It diligenee is to be
considered as vue of the “ minor
moralities” of hife, it is no less true
that it saves from some of the gros-
ser vices.  Lor the want of 1t M,
was ruined.  With advaniages

ssueh as few enjuy, he plunged lin-

sell’ to a depth, which few in this
world are suffered to reach.  This
<light sketeh can give but a faint
imprression ol its horrors.

Let the p.rent, o, who finds it
difficult tuo say, concerning a sick
or deceased child, < Thy will be
done,” be reminded that God
knows what is best, and perbaps
inflicts this blow, to save him from
a heavier one.  Light in compari-
son, would have been the agrny of
his parents, if he had died in in-

fancy, to that which wrung their
Lheaits daily for many years of his
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life.

to he Lorne! 1 add but
word, I the Clereym
gate Yon” is yet alive. uny
be oeeasion 1o write another aud o
very dutfereut chapter
tory.

oral Heroism.
AN INTERESTING INCIDENT.
T was harvest
time. There
was a reformed
farmer in

could’ not pro-

harvest hig
arain - without
furuishi- & 742
quor! All his
neighbors and for-
mer friends refused
to help becaunse e
3 was a * Son,? gand
would not employ ehis
key in his ficlds. ™ 'I'heyr
own harvesls woere 20
ing bruvely on wily o d
cheer, und they Liualicd
and made themselves merry at the
expense of the poor « Son,” torling
all wloue in Iy .
ficlds.—Once he was a hail feHow
well met, and could idle away his
hours,and his fields were uegiceted.
and his prospeets for comfort, were
put in perl; his f.mily and all thin

Was sacred to his heart were sus.
pended upon g [ oise over the gulf

By
and well direeted
efforts i the Sons, he was bronghi
to cousider. A moment’s reflec-
tion unmasked the demon destroy-
erin ail jts fearfulness, ust ready
to devour him.

With temperance firmly estab-
lished in the heart asa principle
of action, there was created cheer-
fulness of spirit, & quietand agreea-

of perdition by intemperance,
the well-timed

Yet how often issuch a he-lbic |y
reavement regarded as tuo heavy ldomeste circle,
a single
an’s Proti-
there [t retarn from the

of his bis-;iry

Bivision, w ho them? e asks, winje

cure hands to dependent bubes.

s large and \v:x\finu‘;

i rest with God.

abit, that carried itself to the
and rendered itsely
appy, and prosperous,
that the fields rejorced
i ruiful busorms
[t rich rewsod to the renewed mdus-
and watehfol care of ey re-
Teenerated lord. But, alas! hyr-
Ivest with her golden treusures, her
Haden ficlds—the end wod objeet
rof his tanl aud cure, catie with s
Stern demands ! “Lhe ficlds st
the reaped I—Interest, duty and ne-
ic:«-ssrty all clamuored—s ) hey must
ibe reaped ¢ Bup who shall reap
he stands
“alone before ns attentive wife and
They-pondered
estion and answer » who 1
s neighbors stand ready, on one
feondition, to euter the ticlds and
czather the harvest quickly h me.
I'That condition is, We must hepe
‘ram ! lere p tuciple and Policy
Stand op and look cach other Tl
i the fice.

Lrinciple triumphed gloriously
I the heart of the son! . e cust
s eye to the motto un the bauuer,
and read with renewed delight,
]"“Love, Purity, aud Pidelity,” and
[felt his heart grow strong 1 faith
Land lope at thut moment.
With a glad beart vur hero en-
Hered the field alone '—alone Lie
threw the eradle in s circling
,'Q\\'eop into his whited field, aud
Jaid at bis feet the long swath of
Mown grain. Al every sweep of

hl(‘:l(‘t‘“ll, h
[ Nuwon der

“the gn

fthe cradle, amidst the Jeers and
rseofls of his merry dram-loving

incighbors, his heart grew lurge
with the sentiment that 1f am to
osea port, God will g@ive me com-
Hort with what my own arm will
fsave.  Yea, it s hrcanse 1 have
tucted on principle that these rieh
Hields wave aw plebty before me,
ynd God forbid that this should be
the occasion of my fall or offence !
I will do my duty and leave the
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| } Thus alone, laboring and mus-|mained but to make a quict ~nd
Hug, the todsowe but p(\tu,n‘. hours! secret” retreat to their respective
wore awiy.  Satunday eveningihomes, bearing off’ each their sue-
drew on, and our honest and un-'cesstul se yties, sickles and ralkes,
flinching Son had left his field !o;and be found in bed before the
seek repese morhe peaeeful cirele sacred Sabbath shonld arrive,
‘of his thriee blessed funily, w huv,! But for the trickish thought of
vwith peaccful heart, quict con-ithe signal and bloudiess vietory
science, and wearied limibs he agave, that had been so sitently won—the
;hm\di to the embrace of natare’sigreat surprise of tie Jone Son, when
ssweet restorer.  Hiy Division wasihe showld awake and find all his
Fsome miles distant. -—I!:shnthrvn.‘onun ' shocks —the  chagrin,
‘ho\ve\cr, had heard of the « ﬂoodxlsu‘unu and mortification of those
that were lifted up agminst ham;’ L lusky-loving  neighbours, who
ssecking to overwhelm him, .md[shuul(l winess Inumphs of virtue
i forthw Tth called a me ting. They iand principle over them .n spite of
imet in secret, and see-et/y banded ' whisky, jeers, or scofis; hut for

itogether to arm themselves for.
Fand to go to the field ol action in’
a hudy, and  work their way
through !

1t wasnight.aud the moon shone;
calmly and bright upen the secne.
Our heroie Sons sallted forth, and |
armed themselves with cradles.
houks ai.d rakes, they moved inan
unbroken co.umn towards the sil-
cutfield. Ateverystept e bonnd-
ing heart filled with glee and jov.
all joined in singing their favorite
chorus—

* Pledge, brother, pledge, should e’crafflic-
tion eravey
We'll 1y to succor and tosave.”

On, on they went, il soon ar-
rived at the voreaped field.  Here
it lay in silent lonehiness, with a
slight impression made e one bor-
der. by the ¢loue Son  ‘They
~ stealthily shpped into the enclosure.
- stole a march upou the nususpect-

ing hour, and one alter another led
ofl—staving cach a broad swath,
followed by rakers and binders
The action thus begun was cheer-
fully kept up until there was not a
i standing spire of grain in the field.
- The next dui y was to gather up
' the well banded sheaves and ar-
range them in neatly formed hand-
stachs, setting upon each a crown.
This accomplished, nothing re-

- TN @R e it mn.sm“nm.,,«'yu‘m

Hhese busy thoughts, we suy, our

"noble boys w ould have fallen into
L re [u'b..m“ steep after their night-
Iy toil. But the wspirine energies
ol & Loge’ to the brethern, « Puri-
h/ o purpoxe, and © Ldel.1y” 10
i1he caunse of its votaries, had tilled
their hearts to overflowing.  Over
such a feast the heart must tarry
jand regale itself o the full! It s
truly a lu\ury t¢ relieve oppressed
virtue, and admiwster to the pro-
tection and support of the wan of
principle and intc grity.  On these
dainties the Sons of Temperance
s least upon Lidden manna.

The night pussed vil' i quietness,
and the hu.n of the subbuath morn
had agam made visible the unsur-
tpassed beauties of’ those praivies
raud woodluunds, now in a state of
cultivation, wlone the burders of
the beautitul Wabash.,  Never did
the sun look dvwn upon rizher
i Ids of grain than adorn this
BBaypt of the West. The man of
toil and of principle arvse from his
couch with tae cherishea unticipa-
tion of a swect day of rest—rest to
the wearied himbs and anxious but
unbending miod.  He walked
forth upou the portico to catch the
morning breeze, and cast his eye
o'er flocks and fields, as he was
wont to do, to see if all was right.
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IIis eye lit upon his reaped field!
He started, as if he had lost his
reckoning, and it was sume other
field. « But, no, that’s my field
certainly ! But these shocks—
what ! how can thishe?  Aumaze-
mentovere une him—he paused.—
“ Wile,” he eried, @ came here 5 do
you see that field, reaped, bound
and shocked — the whole of 1t?
Do you see, my children 2—"Tell
me who huarvested thi  erain so
neally — who, wife?  Clnldren,
who ceme tn the wight and et my
grain and put it up so handsomely
for me into shocks? Al stood in
specchless wondor for a moment,
when he exclaimed : < Tne Sons—:
THE SONS OF TEMPERANCE
have done it !l—God bless the Sons
of Temperance,” he exclaimed.—-
ach heart responded. * God bless
theny” winde tears of gratinute
stood 1n the eye of every member
of the family circle.— Kentucly
Lra.

An Hoaest Boy.
FRHE Auasusta Aze gives the
s foliowmg  gouwl story. It
don’t appear to be published as
origiral, but itisno stated whence

it s taken s |

“That isright,my boy.” shid the
mercaa .U sunhn  approvingly up-

do right, because God approved it,
without tlhunking what man would
Slly~”

‘The merchant turned abraptly
towards the desk, and the thought-
ful fuced littde lad bud resumed
his dutics.

In the course of the mornine a
rich and influential citzen culled
into the store.  While conversing
he said, « | have no children of my
own, and T fear to adopt one. My
experience s, that a boy of twelve
(the age Lshould preter) is fixed in
his hubits, and if they are bad—"

“ ~top” siid the merchaut, “do
von se- that lad yonder 7

T« With that noble brow ?—7yes,
what of him ?°

“He is remarkable—"

“ Yoy, yes—thats what every-
hody ieils me who have boysto dis-
pose of—no doubt helll do well
enough  b-fore your face. Tve
tried U gowd many, aud have been

.deceived more than oneel”
i

“ T was going to sa_ > replied the

fmerchaut calinly, « that he iIs re-

warkable £ priveiple. Never
hove I kunown him to deviate from
the rieht, sir—pnev r. He would
restore a pin—indeed (the merch-

ant continned) hesa attle too hon- .

est { iy employ. e points out
fl:ows on the wouds, and | eanuot

on the brizli fuce of his hittle shop teach b pradence in that respect.
boy.  Ee had brought hima dellar, Commuon prudence, you know is—
thatlay amongstihe dust and paper common—connmon  prudence— a-
of the sweepings. them 17
“That is neht” hie said again,l  The stranger made noassent and
“alwuys be honest, it is the b st the merchant hurried on to sny—
policy.” « e was a pansh orphan—taken
“siould vou say that 7 asked: by an okl woman out of pity, when
the boy tuudly. yet a labe. DPoverty has been his
« should Lsay what? that hon- lot—uo deubt e has suffered from
esty is the vest poliey ! Why,: hanger and cold uncounted times—
it’s a time-tonured old sayi. g—Ijhis hauds have been frozen, sv have
dow’t know about the clevating ten-{ s feet. Sir, that boy would have
deney of the thing—ihe spimt is died rather than be dishonest. I
rather narrow Pil allow » can’t account tor it, upon my word
« So grandmother tanght me re- |1 can’t.” )
plied the boy ; “she said we should! « Iave you any claim on kim %
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« Not the least in the worlil, ex-
cept what common benevolenee
ofters. Indeed the boy is entirely
too eood for me.”

“Then T will adopt hime:and it
T have [und really one honest boy
thank God.”

The livle fellow rode home in
in the carrinee, and, was ushered
into a luxnrious home jand hie who
sat shivermgin acold corper list-
ening to the words of a poor old
pionsereature who had been taught
of the Spirit, beecame one of the
best and greatest divines that Eng-
land ever produced.

““Yhey that honor Me, I will
honor.”

The Frost-Work Yesterday.
Give me my dews, oh clouds! the carth
had cried,
When, fiom empyrian heights cast coldly
dwe
A vapory mist fell a%er he landscape wide,
Chiling the heart of country and of
town.
But like the grudging gifts of men to men,
W iere selhish rule bolds ucbitrary sway,
That]. changed by powers unseen by mortal
ken,
Become rich biessitgs scattered in our
way.
The dews were gathered, crystaliine and
bright,
And; molded by the spiiits of the air
Within the siill alembic of the night,
Grew gems of purest water everywhere.
Each tree and shrub shone in the morning's
beam
Wiithmore than earthly glory in its gleam.

The Teetotal Butcher and his Horse.

. FLEW duys since as 1 was

» distribnting temperance
tracts on the road-side, to parties
of Irish and English harvest labour-
ers, a man on horseback came up,
andl resolved to pass him by, judg-
ing that he was no labourer; he.
however, asked for one, and after
reading it deliberately, he said:
“1 was once a Jabourer six months,
but became a teetotaler in conse-
quence of the pressing custom of
obliging men to drink in the bar-
vest field ; T have been a teetotaler

three years: when 1 first took the
pledge, 1 bought a fat pig aud be-
cine a butcher; pow I can say
that T wm worth £100, and can
take £30 with me any thoe to
"market”—adding, “T am new come
i from Northamptoushire, und gomg
jto t. Ives’ muarket on my own
horse to buy stock.”

Wrilten for the Life Boat.

Water.
WATER, sparkling water, the pure
.g(: the fiesh the free,
o Is there aught upon this joyous earth
so beautiful as-thee.

Shall I liken thee to dizmonds bright, that
sparkle in the mine,

Or all the richest gems of carth how bright
soe’er they shine ?

Shall these or any such as these be likened
unto thee ?

No, no, clear sparkling water, it may not,

shall not be.

I love thee when in winter time, in fuiry
flai es of snow,

Thou fallest on the mountain tops, or on
the valleys low,

Like pearls on oceans foamy wave, or
down on swan's white crest,

Or hike angel’s wings upon the carth thou
lovingly doth rest.

Oh! water, beautious water, the pure the
fiesh the free:

Is there anght upon this joyous earth so
beautiful as thee.

I love thee when tempestuous adown the
rock’s steep side

Thou dashest like an untamed thing, in all
thy natve pride;

Or whether in thy calmer moods thou glia-
est gently on,

Bearing .ipon thy heaving breast, the rich,
the brave, the strong :

From ocean’s wide nfatho:ied depths
down to cach tiny rill,.

Q! water, sparkiing water, thou'rt king of
beauty still.

Nor is it on the earth alone, thy beauty
may be seen,

For where would heaver's tinted bow but
for thine aid have been ;

And from the very threne of God, where
sin can never go,

Do rivers pure and crystal-like of living
waters flow.

There in thine own fair native clime thou
still shall wander on,

When hushed is every mortal sound, and
closed each mortal’s song. MAary.

Moatresal, Dec. 14th, 1855,
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The Boa Constrictor.

4 HE booa con-
} strictor is com-
mon in the Phi-
lipines, but it is
rare to mect
with a speci-
men of very
large dimen-
tions. 1Itis pos-
sible, nay pro-
bable, that centuries
of time aie necessary
for this reptile to at-
tain its largest size
and, to such an age,
the various accidents to
which animals are expos-
ed, rarely suffer it to at-
tain. Full-sized boas are
- consequently to be met
with only in the gloomiest, most
remote, and most solitary forests.

T have seen many boas. of ordi-
nary size, such as are found in our
European collections. There were
some, indeed, that inhabited my
house, and one night I found one,
two vards long, in possession of my

hed. Several times, when passing
through the woods with my Indians
I heard the piercing cries of a wild
boar. On approaching the spot
whenee they proceeded, we almost
invarably found a wild boar, about
whose body a boa had twisted its
folds, and was gradually hoisting
him up into the tree round which
it had coiled itself.

When the wild hoar had reached
a certam height, the snake pressed
him aginst a tree with a force that
crushed his bones, and stifled him.
‘Then the boa let its prey fall, de-
scended the tree, and prepaied to
swallow it.  This last operation
was much too lengthy to await its
end. Tosimplify matters, Isent a
ball into the boa’s head. My In-
diars took the flesh to dry it for
food and the skin to make dacger
sheaths of. It is unecessary to say,
that the wild boar was not forgot-
ten, although it was a prey that had
cost us so little trouble to secure.
One day an Indian surprised one of
these reptiles asleep, after-it had
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swallowed an enormous deer. Tts
size was so great, that a buffalo
waggon would have been neces
sary to transport it the village.
‘The Indian cut it in pieces,and con-
ten*ed himself with as much as he
could carry ofl. IHaving heen in-
formed of this, I sent after the re-
mains, and my people brought me
a piece about eight feet long and
so large in circumf{erence, that the

eround. This done we crossed to
the other stde of the ravin, and
threw another noose over him,
which we secured like the first.
When he felt himselt thus fixed at
hoth ends, he coiled, und writhed,
and grapled several little trees
which grew within his reach along
the edge of the ravine. Unluckly
for him, everything yeilded to his
efforts; he tore up the young trecs

skin, when dried, enveloped the | by the roots, bruke of the brunches,

tallest man like a cloak.
ted it to my friend Hamilton Lin-
dsay.

I had not yet seen any of these,
largest-sized serpeats alive, when
one afternoon, crossing the moun-
tains with two of my shepherds,
our attention was drawn to the
constant barking of my dogs, which
secmed to be assailing sume ani-
mal that stood upon its defence.
We at first thought that it was a
buffalo that they had roused from
its lair, and approached the spot
with due cantion. My dogs were

dispersed along the brink of'a deep!

ravine, in which was an enormous
boa constrictor. The monster rais-
ed his head to a height of five cr
six feet, directing it {rom one edge

[ presen-|{and dislodged enormous stones,

round which he sought in vain to
obtain the hold or point of resis-
t: ce he needed. The nooses
were strong, and withstood his al-
most furious etlorts,

To convey an animal like this,
several buffuloes and a whole sys-
tem of cordage were necessury.
Night approached ; and confident
in our nouvses, we left, proposing to
return next morning and complete
the capture ; but we reckoned with-
out our host. In the night the boa
changed his tacties, got his body
round some huge block of basalt,
and finally succeeded in breaking
his bonds and getting clear off.
When 1 had assured myself that
our prey had escaped us, and that

to the other of the ravine,and me-'all search for the reptile in the
nancing his assailants with his fork- { neighbourhoud would be futile, my
ed tongue; but the dugs, more ac- ' disappointment was very great, for
itve than he was, easily avoided |I much doubted if a like opportu-
his attacks. My first impulse was nity would ever present itself. It
to shoot him ; but then it aceurred 'is only on rare occasions tha* acci-
to me to take him alive and to send ' dentsare caused by these enormous
himto France. Assurdly he would {reptiles. I once knew of a man
have been the most monsterous boa , becommng their vieum. It hap-
that had ever been seen there.  To'pened thus:—

carry my design into execution, we| This man having committed
manufactured nooses nfcane strong ‘ some ofience, ran away,and sought
enough to resist the ctiorts of the {refuge in a cavern. Mis father,
most powerful wild buflalo.  With who alone knew the place of his
great precaution we succeeded in ' concealment, visited him oceasion-
pussing one of'our nooses round the ally to supply him with foud.  One
boa’s neck ; then we tied him tight- day he found, in place of his son,
ly to a tree, in such 2 manner asan enormous bea sleeping. He
to keep his head at its usualikilled it, and found his son in its
height, about six feet from the!stomach. The poor wretch had
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been snrprised in the night, cmsh-l
ed to death, and swallowed., The
curate of the village, who had gone
in quest of the body to give it
buriai, and who saw the remains
of the boa, described them to me,

as bemnga an almost ineredible size. !

Cadets of Temperance.
i :  From the Proceedingsof the last
Uufortunately this circumstance ¢ o
happened at a considerable dis-

“Annual Session of the Grand Divi-
tance from my hubitation, and J sion of Cinada West, we lcarn
was oily muade acquainted with that the Cadets of Temperance in
the particulars when it was t00 Canada has ceased to exist us a
late to venly them muselt; but 3040 0 that the order is in-
still there is nothing surprising thut P e

2 boa which can swallow a deer dehted to Mr. Nixon, their Grand
should us easily swallow a wan. Secretary, to the amount of £45
Several other feats of a similor 956d. ‘L'he lauduble efforts of Mr.
nature were related to me by the ! Nixen to sustain this order deserves
Indians. — They told me of their: oyqy praise, and should only be

cowrades, who, roaming about the:l_ 1 16 be appreciated by all 1l
wouds, had been seized by boas,, S1OWN {0 b€ appreciated by all the

crushed against trees, and” after- friendsof Temperance. The Grand
N t . . . .

wards devoured 5 but Twas always! Division of C. W. is not at present

on my guard against Indmn tales, ip funds to aid him, but the subject

and {am only able to verify posi-|
tively the instance I bave justeited, |
which was related to me by the,
cutute of the village, as well us by
many other witnesses.  Still there
cowld be nothing surprising that a
similar accident should vecur more
than once.

The bua is one of the least to be
feared among the Philipines. Of
an excecding venomous descrip-
tion is vne which the Indians call
diwjon-paluy (rice leaf) Burning
with a red hot ember is the only
antidote to its hite; if that he not
promptly resorted to, horrible suf-
ferings are followed by certain
death. The alin-morans is another
kind, eight or ten feet long, and,
if anything, more dangerous still
than the “ rice-leaf,” inasmucn as
its bite is deeper and more difficult
to cauterise. I was never bitten
by auny of these reptiles, despite
the slight precaution I vbserved in
wiandering about the woods by
night as well as by day.—Twenty
Years in the Phitipines,

was luid on the table to be taken
up and acted on at their next ses-
sion. In the meantime, we are of
opinion the Divisions of the %Fons
of Temperance, and more especi-
ally these in the localities where
sections of Cadets existed indebted
to the Grand Secretary, should
take the matter immediately in
hand, and send in Contributions in
aid of the liguidation of this debt.
And we are still farther of the
opinion that siich Divisions are in
duty bound to act thus; for these
Sections, whilc they existed, were
nnder their cure, and to their
neglect and want of proper atten-
tion, in too many cases, is to be at-
tributed the downfaull of this most
interesting order. Brothers of the
Order of Sons see to it that our
Brother does not suffer any pecuni-
ary loss from his devotion to the
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Cause of the Cadets of 'l‘empr:r-!ra]ly, and they wonder who the
ance. kind old fellow is.  Well, to grati-

We also observe, from the same | fy such curiosity, as fur as we can,
proceedings, that in view of the:we will tell you all about him.
order of Cadets having ceased to|Santa Claus is the patron saint of
exist, the G. D. is strongly im-|children, and especially  school
pressed with the importance of boys; of poor maidens, of sailors,

Juvenile Tewmperance organiza @ of traveliers, and merchants. He
tions, as & means of preserving the is of all pat ron(saints, perhaps, the
youth of this Province from the!most popular and interesting.
baneful effects of the use of all in- i Throughout all Catholic Europe,
toxicating drinks. To give as ex-|[children are still taught to rever-
tended publicity as possible to the lence St. Nicholas, and to consider
Resolution passed by the Grand:themselves as placed under his
Division, recommending the orga-|particular care. If they are good,
nization of Juvenile 'l‘emperance‘docile, and attentive to their stu-
Associations by the Sons, we re-!dies, St. Nicholas, on the eve of
peat it here, as follows :— his festival, will graciously fill

Moved by C. H. Van Norman,|their cap or their stockings with
G. W. A.,scconded by Rep. J. W.|dainties, while he has as certamly
‘Woodall. a rod in pickle for the idle and un-

That iuesmuch as the Order of ruly. The following is the legend
Cadets of T'emperance has ceased |of St. Nicholas, or Sauta Claus,

to exist as a body, thercfore re- :
solved,—That the several Subor- as he is more popularly termed,

dinate Divisions be authorized|®nd if his early history seem won-
aud recommended to organize|derful, all we can say is, that it
in localities where it may seem jcannot be more so than the won-
desiruble, Juvenile Branches simi-! jerful feats he is reputed to accom-

lar to the Cadets of Temperance,| ;. i
to be entirely under the jurisdic- plish every year on the eve of his

tion and management of the Sous | festival :-—

of Temperance ; and that a suita-] Nicholas wasborne at Parthera,
ble password be furnished them |2 city of the province of Lycia, in
from uine to time by the Grand |Asia Minor. His parents were
Scribe, and the Officers to be 1n-|Christians and of illustrious rank,
stalled by the Deputies of ‘this|and after they had been married
Grand Division, or such other Bro-|many years, a son was granted to
ther as may be appointed by the|them in recompense of the prayers,

D.G. wW.p. an! alms which they offered up
—_— continually.  This extraordinary
Santa Claus, chi.d, on the day he was burne,

CHrisTMAS has come and gone, stood up in his bath with his hands
and, we doubt not, many of our juined in thanksgiving that it had

. . . pleased Gud to bring him into the
young friends has enjoyed the fes-|\y511d.  He no sooner knew what

tive season to their hearts content. | it was to feed than he knew what
Santa Claus has treated them libe-! it was to fast, and every Wednes-
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day and Iriday he would only take !
the breast once. As he grew up
he was distinguished among all
other children for his gravity and
his attention to his studies. l-Iisi
parents secing him full of these
holy dispositions thenght that they
could not do better than dedicate
him to the service of God ; and ac-
cordingly th~y did so. !

When Nicholas was ordained
priest, although he had been before
remarkable for his sobriety and
humihty, he became more modest
in couuntenance, more grave in
speech, more vigorous in self-de-
nial than ever. When he was
still a youth, his father and mother
died of tiie plague, andi he remain-
ed sole heir of their riches ; but he
looked upon himself as merely the
steward of God’s mercies, giving
largely to all who needed.

Now in that city there dwelt a
certain nobleman, who had three
caughters, and from being rich he
became poor—so poor that he could
scarcely obtain food for himself and
his daughters, and saw no means
of disposxing of them in marriage
as became their treeding and their
good dispositions. Oftentimes it
came into his mind to tell them he
could no longer maintain them,
and they must find some work
however servile, or die of hunger;
but shame and sorrow held him
dumb. Meantime the maidens
wept continually, not knowing
what to do, and not having bread
to eat; and their father became
more and more desperate. When
Nicholas heard of this he was
moved with compassion ; therefore,
one night, when the maidens were
asleep, and their father aloue sat
watching .and weeping, he took a
handful of gold, and, tying it up
in a handkerchief, he repaired to
the dwelling of the poor man. He

considered how he might bestow
it without making himself known ;

and while he stood irresolute, the
moon, coming from behind a cloud,
showed him a window open. So
he threw in his parcel, and it fell
at the feet of'the tuther, who when
he found what it was, returned
thanks, and with it portioned his
cldest daughter.

A sccond time Nicholas provided
a similar sum, and again he threw
it in by night ; and with it the no-
bleman married his second daugh-
ter. But he greatly desired to
know who it was that came to his
aid ; therefore he determined to
watch, and when the good saint
came for the third time, and pre-
pared to throw in the third portion,
he was discovered, for the noble-
man seized him by the skirt of his
robe, and flung himself at his feet,
saying, “ O Nicholas, servant of
God! why seck to hide thyself?”?
But Nicholas made him promise
that he would tell no man. And
many other charitable works did
Nicholas perform in his native city.

The Officer’s Son.
~ LAVE one lit-

tle fact torelate
to you on the
subject of chil-
dren’s useful-
ness. Children
can be useful by
consisten ¢ y—
conscientious
consistency. I
was going into Can-
ads one time, and
while on the St.
Lawrence, a gentle-
» man who was one
of a very pleasant num-
ber of passengers came
up tome, and said :

« Mr. Gough, I be-
lieve.”
« Yes, sir, my name is Gough.”
“ You probably do not know-me;
am -’ Captain , of the rifl
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brigade. Do you remember when
you, were lecturing at Niagara, a
gentleman in uniform passed the
pledge ¥’

I said that T did, distinctly.

« Well, I am the mon. When
you appealed to the people toadopt
the prineiple of total abstinence, 1
happened to be present in uniform,
and, Lo enconrage others, I under-
took tbhe task I have mentioned.
My boy signed that pledge, and on
coming h:ome, he said :

«s Pg, T have signed the pledge ;
will you help me to keep it? -

«¢ Certainly,’ T said.

«< Well, I have brought home a
copy of the pledge, will you sign
it, papa ¥

« <N onsense, nonsense, my child;
—what could I do when my
brother officers called, if T was o
tectotaler ¥

«¢But do try, papa.’

«¢Pat, tut ; why you are quite a
little radical’?

« ¢« Well, you won’t ask me to
pass the bottle, papa P

“«¢You are quite a fanatic, my
child ; but T promise not toask you
to touch it.

“ Six weeks after that, two offi-
cers cane to spend the evening.

“¢ What have you to drink,’ said
they, ¢ have you any more of that
prime Scotch ale ?

“« No, I'said, I had not, but would
get some.

“¢« Here, Willy, run to the shop,
and tell them to send some hottles
up.’
“'The boy stood there respect-
fully, but did not go.

“<Come, Willy; why, what’s
the matter? Come, run along.

“ He went, but come back pres-
ently without any ale in his hand.

“¢ W\ here’s the ale, Willy ¥

“¢T asked them for it, pa, at the
shop, and they put it upon the
counter, but I would not touch it.
Oh, pa, pa, don’t be angry, T told

0y

them to send it up, but I could not
tounch it myself? ‘

“I could not but feel "deeply
moved, I stood up and said :

“ Gentlemen, you hear that ? you
can do as you please; when the
ale comes, you may drink it; but
not another drop shall be drunk in
my house, and not another drop
shall pass my tongue. [Cheers.]
Willy, have you your temperance
pledge 7

“¢Oh, pa! I have.

“< Bring it then, and the boy
was back with it in a moment. I
signed it, and the little fellow clung
around my neck in almost a frenzy
of delight.”

That officer is one of the noblest
and most self-denying advocates
the temperance canse possesses—
doing more good than any half
dozen men in hisvieinity. Tt cost
him something to be a teetotaler.
He met at first with much -ridi-
cule ;-but as he said to me :—

" «“1 have the best of it. Some-
times after a mess dinner, they will
be rubbing the head, and I'say, tap-
ping my forehead, ¢ Ah, perfectly
clear ;” and they reply, ¢ Well, Cap-
tain you certainly have the best of
it.” ?—Gough.

Prohibition in Rhode Island.
FyHE Providence Daily Tri-
< bune says, that two thirds of

the present General Assembly of
Rhode Island are uncompromising
advocates of the prohibitive law,
and that no « outside pressure or
inside influence” could induce
them to vote for repeal. Tt says:
If more stringent legislation is
deemed advisable—-if the efficiency
of the law can be increased, and
its enforcement reached more cer-
tain by any legislation within the
bounds of the constitution, the le-
gislature is prepared to give it to us
* « * * Wedo not know ofa
man in this city or state, who is
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not, in some manucr, interested in
the traffic in intoxicating hquors,
or who is a victim to apjelit, or
who is not endeavoring thereby to
make political caputal for his party,
who advocates a license system,
We should ss soon expect cur
manuficturcrs te advocate the pro-
pricty of guing tack to the spinming
wheel and hand loom, or tosee our
railroad ecrporations tearing up
their rals aud putting on vur horse
teams with which to convey pass-
engers and freight.

Tobacco v#rsus Education,

(i}i;i} HE writer of an e:\'co)lent

< tract, addressed to Chris-
tians, speaking of the expences ut-
tending this senseless indulgence,
says: “ I know a circuit in the Pri-
mitive Methodist connection, in
which there are upwards of 500
members: of those ut least 200 are
smockers of tobacco, setting shufl’
aside. If they smoke on an aver-
age 6d. each per weck, their quar-
terly expenditure amounts to £65,
almost £20 a quarter more than
the circuit ordiary gives fur the
support of their miuisters. ) know
a lamily of noi more thun six indi-
viduals, and they expend 4s. 6d.
per week on tobacco. Iknow a
place where six families live, and
a few years ago they were giving
for tobacco on an average £2 per
month—and they could not edu-
cate their children.”

YouTH writes its hopes upon the
sand, and age advances like the
sea, and washes them all out.

DEeLBERATE with caution, but
act with decision, and yield with
graciousness or oppose with firm-
ness.

A coop education is a better
safeguard for liberty than a stand-
ing army or severe Jaws.

Laziness travels so slowly that

poverty soon overtakes her.

Charades.

I
Oxehalf of mo is a puwder much in vogue ;
One Lalf what nian dees when he isa rogue
My whale is used most trequently by night
To expel darkness and assist the sight.

Sorel. R. H.

1t
Nothing than mc, is more generally used,
By menof all stations, 'm prized or abused;
I assist to enlighten all maniind,
To enlarge their Ideas —expand their
mind
You scarce can find in a civilized coun-
try,

A man who never needs the use of me
Three-cigthths of me stops at Inkermann,
Three-eigthths of me at Sebestapol,
One-foirth of me s found in Heligoland,
I've told you now where to fird the whole.

Sorel. R. I

.

My first is found in calf *s or calibage head s

My second in poor men when captive led

My third in parrot whenour veice heapes;

My fourth in cats and caps and cheese and

cakes;

My fifih in the last eafable is found;

In almest every house you hear me sound.
Sorel. .

.

My first in serpents may be found ;
My second in stranded ships when aground;
My third in a laboring comypany find;
My fourth with artillery is combined .
My fifth in Shrapnel Shells delights ;
My sixth in trouble, strifc and fights;
My seventh in paddle boats is found g
My eightk in propellers docs abouna;
My nineth likes very well to go l.ose;
Whilest my tenth is found a flying goose:
Altogether 1 form a place of renown,
Where battles were lost and battles were

won.

Sorel. R. H.

Rebus,

A flower; a Christian name; a fruit,
part of a circle; a scabbard; an irstru-
ment denoting time; a kind of glue; a
species of cherry; a musical insttument;
and an ornaumental covering for a lady.
The inzlials will give the name of a manu-
facturing town in Scotland : ard the finals
the name of another in Eungland.

.

Arthmetical Question.

If it takes 30 seconds for §t. Paul's clock
to strike six, how long does it take tostrike
twelve ? .

A.D.



