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THE POWER OF AN ENDLESS LIFE.
A SERMON BY THE REV. K. MacLENNAN, B.A., B.D., HONAN, CHINA.

Who is not made after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the
power of an cndless life.—Heb. vii., 16.

This epistle was written to people who
were on the verge of apostacy. Perse-
cution assisted the Judaizing teachers
in leading the Hebrew converts astray,
and away from the simplicity which is
in Christ, back to carnal ordinances.
It was possible to use very plausible ur-
guments in favor of Judaism. God, they
might say, was the author of the old
dispensation, and hengce there could be
ne barm in adhering or reverting to it
The author of the epistle is of a different
mind. The impending apostacy fills
himm  with anxiety and borror. His
claborate argument is instructive in
many ways. It shows us that a religion
established by the Loxd can become use-
less ahd obisolete.  The Aaronic priest-

hood served its purpose, and then, when
26

another priesthood arose, passed away.
1ts significance was at an end when He
appeaved who was after the order of
Melchizedek. Thus “the old order
changetl, Fiving place to the new-—and
God fulfils Himself in many ways, lest
one good custom should corrupt the
world”” Time was when the devout
worshipper could render God accept-
able service by means of the Lervitical
priesthood and sacrifices; time was
when the neglect of these was judged
an impiety worthy of sore punishment.
All that has been changed. Worship is
only acceptable threugh the Son, and
Hi: sacrifice leaves no place for another.
Continuance in the old religion involves
cverlasting loss, and they who turn
back into it have denounced against
them. with ali the solemmity and car-
nestuess ol inspiration, the wrath of
God. Deatis put the stamp of imperfec-
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tion and consequent insufliciency upon
the Aaronic priesthood, and there arose
the need of a Dbetter order, of & priest
after the power of an endless life who
ever liveth to make intercession for us,
and who by one sacrifice has forever
perfected them who are being sanctified.
Endless life implies the perfection of
the priesthood, and the all-sufliciency of
the Atonement. Had there been imper-
fection in any part of the Mediatorial
work, there would not have been vested
in Him all the fuluess of the Godhead
bodily, and that for us. The contrast
suggested in the verse is one between
life and death, and it holds good if in-
stead of the Jewish religion we think
of any pagan system. The Gospel is a
religion of life. 1t may not always and
everywhere be equally prosperous, but
it can wnever die. There is nothing
essential to it that can perish, or lose its
value to the race. We may not be able
to tell what precise form the presenta-
tion of it may take in coniing ages, still
in essence it will be the same old story
and its effects will be identical with
those wo n6w observe. As a religion of
life, it is of its very nature to adapt
itself to the varying needs of cach age.
The Jewish religion which had led up to
Christianity, was allowed to turn into
empty forms at the last, possibly to
make it evident that there was no in-
herent life in it, and to draw attention
more than ever to the need of the higher
and better order. The apostles realized
that its purpose was served, and hence
their earnestness in warning the con-
verts. They declared to those tempted
to turn back that, in case they did. there
remains ne longer any sacritice for sin,
but a fearful looking for of judgment,
and fiery indignation which would de-
vour them. Apostates were leaping in-
to consuming fire, and failing guilty
into the hands of the living God. Itnced
scarcely be said that, as the apostles
looked upon Judaism as dangerous, they
looked upon heathen religions as even
more so. They could have no hesitaney

in classing them all with Judaism, after
the law of a carnal commandment.
These systems never had Divine sanc-
tion, whereas that of the Jews had. No-
where does it appear that any of the
saercd writers thought paganism suffi-
cient to save sinners, nowhere do they
try to get a mutual understanding cs-
tabiished between these earth-born sys-
tems and tbat which is of God, and
they never hint that paganism was of
Divine origin. They would be indignant
at the very thought of comparving Chris-
tianity with the cffete systems of idoln-
try. Could Christ and Relial be recon-
ciled ?  What concord has the temple

‘of God with idols ¥ Much that has been

suid and written of late about heathen
religions s dishonoring to Christ, detri-

mental to Xlis cause, discouraging to

His servaunts, and damaging to the souls
of men. Missionaries are charged with
giving wrong impressions of the heathien
world, though no modern missionary
has gonc to the root of the matter as
directly as Paul, and yet the state of
the heathen is no Letler now than then.
What missionary could do justice to the
folly and abominations of Paganism ?
Let us for a little time think of China
and its religions in relation to the verse
which heads whis discourse.  Is there
any life in Chinesc religions ? 1If so.
whit are the evidences of that life ?
What are the manifostations 2 What
are the general {ruits of paganism in
China ? To these questons the answer
may be given under three heads.

1. The power of an endless life in a
country means hope and unlimited pro-
gress, and the law of a carnal com-
mandment means stagnation, decay and
disorder. Notwithstanding the advanc-
ed state of the Chinese in many ways
and for a heathen people, it is with the
last part of the above proposition that
their condition harmonizes at the pre-
sent time. It need not be denied that
they are a very courteous and peaceable
y:cople. Perhaps no other people are so
courteous as the Chinese, and it may be
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doubted if any people attach so much
importance to questions of social pro-
priety as they do. In an eminent degree
they are thrifty and industrious. This
of course is a dire necessity where there
are so many depending upon so little.
The degree of perfection to which the
arts of peaceful life have been brought
makes it quite unfair to speak of this
peeple as savages. At the same time
they cannot be called civilized. While
we admire unstintedly many phases of
their character, and much that they
heve accomplished, it is impossible to
be blind to the dark side of Chinese life.
The impression made upon one passing
through the country is that it is half a
millenium behind the time. He will ob-
serve that things are as they might have
been in England in the Tudor times, or
perhaps more correetly, as they were at
an carlier period. Of course there is
much here of a degrading, barbarous
nature that could hardly have been true
of that country at apy time since the
introduction of Christianity, and it must
not be forgotten that there must have
been a large number of learned, refined
and holy men in that lang, even in the
darkest times. As the power of an end-
less life bDecame more and more active,
England moved forward, and her on-
ward march is still unchecked. China
has not during the same period made
any progress, rather has she declined.
One wonders why the one should ad-
vance apace while the other remains, at
best. stationary. Confucianism and the
wretelied forms of religion must be held
responsible for it The Sage tecaches
China to look with u fond gaze to the
past, to find her ideals there. Merit
consists in a slavish, timorous following
and imitation of the past in all things.
Let everything be dore as the Ancients
did. Improvement, invention and dis-
covery are not encouraged, and would
not e r w~arded. XHad there been a
steady stream of life infused into the
people from their religions, the impulse
would have burst the bonds of hoary
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antiquity, and China would bave made
some progress in spite of the sages. A
nation needs more than the memory and
traditions of a venerable past. It needs
a great, elevating hope for the future.
The absence of such a cheering,
strengthening hope has put an effective
brake upon the wheels of progress in
China, and is likely to do so for genera-
tions to come. As an illustration of the
Chinesc habit of looking to the past for
their ideals 1 give a prayer which a
friend at Tientsin gave me. There is a
tradition that the ancients had a self-
going cart, and this prayver has yefer-
cuce to that. The prayer was offered
by a convert who had seen a bievele.
“IWe thank thee, Our Beavenly Father,
that our eyes have this day scen the real
pattern of the self-going cart of the an
cients. YWhat mysterious wisdom is
thine ! How willing thou art to impart
Kknowledge to men ! But our sins hin-
der thy revelations. How stupid we
have become through serving Satan so
long ! Many years have we lived, and
yet to-day for the first time have we
seen this marvel of thy skill. Forgive
our sins. Restore us to thy favor.
Cemmunicate to us also thy mysteries,
and let us share in the wonderful inven-
tions by which Thou dost make thy
name glorious among those who serve
Thee. Let us be entrusted with thy
secrets, and possess the power of the
ancients. So will all our countrymen
come to know that we have found the
right way, and are servants of the true
God.” Very likely Chipa was better in
the past than now. The dilapidation,
squalor and disgusting filth of a Chinese
village or city makes the impression
upon one that the country is fast going
to ruin. The very temples of the gods
are in a tumble-down state as a rule.
There seems to be no publie spirit at all
in the country. Yhat Dbelongs to the
public is allowed to take its course, and
even the government does not look after
affairs that are of general interest
Millions of taels may be spent in re-
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pairing the banks of rvivers, after which
they are not looked after until the coun-
try is once more deluged by the break-
ing of dykes. The worst phase of all
this stagnation is that the people have
become satisfied with it. They are pur-
poscly unprogressive, and vainly think
matters are all rvight. The present war
has made a2 revelation of the inherent
weakness of China, such as may well
make lhier best friends despair of her
future unless  radical  changes  are
brought about very speecdily. Never in
the world's history was a great country
Jaid low and helpless in such a short
time. The Chinese have made 2 total
collapse. The great men seem to hitve
lost mind and heart all at once, and to
have given up in despair. Had China
but adopted the ways and weapous of
more advanced nations, as her clever
rival did, there would have been a
different story to write now. As I
write, soldiers are on thelr way to Tient-
sin. who were summoned four months
<go. They passed by here a few days
ago, cold and hungry, and will not be
very formidable when they reach Tient-
sin. even if their services are wanted.
If there had been decent roads, if the
canal were kept in decent repair, if
there had been a railroad to the heart
of the country, all these might have
been at the seat of war in a few days.
The sons of Ham are proud. prejudiced
and patriotic. Patriotism that shall lead
2 man, readily and bravely and through
love, to serve the country, is unkuown,
or if it does exist, it is so rare that the
above statement is practically true. The
veople here Iaugh at the calamities that
Tave Lefallen their country, and they
<care very little so long as they are left
unmolested.  They mock the soldiers
for their fooThardiness in risking their
Tieads in a losing cause. They evaded
the recent proseription by adopting the
oxtra sons into other families where
there were no sons. Truly the condition
of Ching, from whatever point of view,
is unspeakably sad. The blight of death

N
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rests upon all her institutions. ‘T'he
whole head is sick, the whole heart
faint.  The nation as a body politic

would very soon perish if a more rigor-
ous one were ready to pounce upon it
und undertake to set up a new govern-
ment. Probably Japan will not want to
have anything to do with that, yet sure-
Iy the present status quo will not be of
long duration. The good: in the Chinese
systems was 1ot preductive, its force was
expended ages ago, and there is now
imperatively nceded a power that shall
put such life into e fainting heart of
the natien as shall make the utmost
bounds of the empire feel the throb of
a new life, and then shall there be solid,
satisfactory progress, but not till then.
Alas for the Chinese ! Between poverty
and social and political evil their lot is
a hard, hard one. Those who have
never beeu into an ordinary Chinese
dwelling, and who do not know how
they live, can have ne adequate concep-
tion of their destitution. Many of them
Sct along with one meal 2 day, and that
of a very poor quality. They have very
little fire in their houses, and those not
well clad must suffer terribly. 1t is per-
feetly certain that there is no such
general poverty in any Christian land.
While China has been slecping for ages
a sleep of death, other nations have
wakened up to newness of life. They
have advanced apace. Their progress is
astounding. As we think of the im-
provements made in all departments of
life in Britain during the past century,
we get bewildered, and still the work of
improvement goes on. The condition of
the people has been vastly ameliorated.
The British peasant is not the helpless,
hopeless child of fate that his dusky
brother in the Middle Xingdom is. He
takes an active interest in the affairs of
Church and State, realizing that both
have an intimate bearing upon his wel-
fare. He bas hope in the future, even
if the present be a time of great dis-
tress. On the other hand, the China-
man has scarcely any hope either for
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time or cternity.
to prepare himself by a sullen fortitude
to much years of famine, ruinous law-
suits, unjust exactions, civil and foreign
wirs. In China one misses the many
noble public and charitable institutions
so common jn Christian lands, and be-
ause they are Christian,  In almost
countless ways the living force of the
Gospel secks to alleviate and mitigate
sorrov aund suffering. The poor ave re-
lieved in their distresses. The sick are
minist¢red unto. The insance are ten-
derly cared for. The treatment meted
out to the unfortunate in China can only
be consistent with a semi-civilized state,
and with the barbarous instincts of an
unchristian neople. The Divine activity
of charity is lamentably lacking here,
though the scope for it is infinite. The
intellectual state of the people is equally
unsatisfactory. Of liberal learning they
know nothing. The system of education
has fairly strangled intellectual life.
Reputation for scholarship depends up-
on familiarity with the classics. making
rapid comments upon them. and writing
jejune essays after a set form, and de-
void of any trace of originality. True
it is that they know what they have
gone over very thoroughly. as a rule.
A Chinese teacher cares little swhich
side or end of the character is turned
to him, he recoghizes it just the same.
The whole course of instruction is a
grind for the memory. Limited as is
the course of instruction, only a very
few can make any headway. The ideo-
graph is hard to vrecognize and still
harder to write, sp that only an exceed-
ingly small portion of the men can read
or write. As for other departinents of
knowiedge, they do not pretend to know
aught about them. The Chinese mind
is torpid and turbid in the last degree.
The scholars are not given to extensive
reading as foreigners are. and their
education has not developed their think-
ing powers. YWithout a doubt, one meets
with men of great intellect, and it seems
sad that they should be * cribbed, cab-

The most he can do Is’

M5

ined and confined” by an antiquated
system  which never could have been
very cunnobling and elevating to the
mind. The dawn of intellectual day has
not come to the people of China yct.
They are where the sages ieft them,
and do not desire to go beyond., The
light of the sages has left darkness low
and dense over the whole extent of
China, The great sage was not conde-
scending in his manner of instruction.
e cared not to repeitt his lessons un-
less a pupil were bright enough to un-
derstand forthwith. Such was not the
spirit of the Great Teacher. and such is
not. the spirit that will make an intelli-
gent people. The baleful ignorance and
intellectual death has much to do with
the wretched condition of the people.
The missionaries are diffusing know-
Iedge with all their might. and it is
ciasy to sce how very different the
Chinese mind would have been to-day
had China been under Christian teachers
instead of Confucianists. I have met
some converts who take a refreshing in-
terest in history and geography, as well
as in many other things of which they
have learned from the missionaries.
When we think of the progress made
by the Christian nations in all useful
knowledge, arts and sciences, and re-
flect that this is the outcome of the
Gospel, we see what China misses in
not liaving such a living force working
in it. It ecan scarcely be doubted that
Christianity has fostered education, and
that the cause of education is now fur-
thered and supported best by Christian
men and women. It is of the genius of
the Gospel to foster edueation. to diffuse
knowledge. That which witholds and
retards knowledge and keeps the people
in ignorance is not Christianity. Pag-
anism negleets the minds of the people
who are verily dying for lick of know-
ledge.

I1. The moral condition of the Chinese
abundantly shows that there is not in
paganism the power of an endless life.
If there were power in the religions of
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China, they would have been a support
to morality, would bhave preserved the
ideal of truth and honesty from perish-
ing among the common people. That
was & significant saying of a Chinese
servant whko heard another corrected
for telling a falsehoud. “Of course he
lies.—We all lie—I lie” It is not doing
them any injustice to say that they are
2 nation of liars and thieves. No China-
man need Le depended upon to tell the
truth, and tihe most lionorable among
thiem nceds to be watched where there
is any temptation to stealing. The
difliculty is not merely one of practice,
They do not set a high value upon truth.
They are well nigh liars by conviction
of its superiority to truth. Bribery,
“squeezing ” and fraud are practised by
all who have the opportunity, and thuse
who have not, lament their hard luck,
but do not condemn the others. No
Chinaman expects to make a straight
transaction. He knows that all take ad-
vantage of him, and he does the same
in turn. The common servant steals a
little cach time he is sent to market.
He charges his own commission each
time. The revelation of venality and
corraption made during this war is in-
deseribable and sad. Officers had been
for years drawing pay for whole regi-
ments, but when the war was declared,
the regiments were not forthcoming.
YTorts were, on examination, found sup-
plied with mud cannon balls, hidden
from view by a covering of real ounes.
A General proposed to defer paying his
soldiers until after battle, in hope that
many of them would leave their wages
in his hands. The money sct apart for
surgical appliances and medicines was
never applied to that end. so that the
wounded were not properly treated or
cared for. It is all a story of desperate
corruption, and knowing of it. no one
needs be surprised that China has fared
badly. The revelation of dishonesty
would, to a country with any self-re-
speet, be more humiliating than the
crushing defeat expericnced in every

“important engagement. Now, there is

corruption in the most Christian coun-
tries, in spite of their Christianity. At
the same time, it is not allowed to Tun
wild as here, until it has laid the coun-
tr  ~rvone before her cuemles. "There is
alweys a very large number opposed to
corruption in Christian lands. Dishon-
esty and robbery are looked upon as ex-
ceptional things to be guarded against.
Those who rob the country are punish-
ed. Of course the possibility of corrupt
practices is a serious reflection upon any
country. The wholesale presence of it,
as here, proves that thie people are prac-
tically without conscience. There is no
strong public opinion against the men
whe are enriching themselves to the
ruin of China. They are expected to
eurich themselves, and they do it too.
The memory of integrity and unselfish-
ness is only dimly preserved ; that it is
preserved at all, is not due to the pre-
sent generation of Confucianists and
Buddhists, who are looked upon as es-
pecially venal and avaricious. A pro-
verb, referring to the tonsure of the
latter, says, “He who is a rvillain is
bare-pated ; he who is not a villain is
wot bare-pated ! Much has been made
of the finc sentiments found in pagan
books, and of the fact that the golden
rule, in a negative form, is found in the
Confucian writings. It remains never-
theless true that the sage was not very
scrupulous himself in his regard for
truth, and that his followers are the
most selfish and deceitful people in a
land of selfishness and deceit. Too
much has been miade of the similarity
between Christian and Pagan writings,
and too little of the presence of life in
the ene, and of its absence in the other.
Confucius was no doubt a great, good
man, and he said many good things—
but he could not give what he had not—
he could not give life—could not give
power which would cnable the Chinese
to live a virtuous life, even from his
own point of view, not to speak of giv-
ing power to become sous of God. This
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distinction is fundamental. Judged
from the standpoint of Christian mor-
ality the Chinese have none. They are
polygumists.  ‘They murders their chil-
dren when it is not convenient to bring
them up. Xo oue sericusly interferes
with them for it. A father has the
power of life and death over his son.
He has the same over his wife. A mo-
ther-in-law may beat, maim and murder
Rer daughter-in-law with impunity. All
that can be done is to fine her a little.
Instances of the most revolting abuse
and torture are known to us here from
week to week. The diabolical crueltics
practised in this land proclaims that the
spirit of morality is not present. Cases
of people coming to the foreign hospi-
tals with their eyes put out for trifling
offences are by no means infrequent.
A woman came -to a mission hospital
not long ago to have her eyes ireated.
1t was discovered that her mother-in-
law had put quicklime into them, and
tl:at it was too late to help her, Social
life is anything but ideal where such a
state of things cxists between the mem-
bers of one family. As for vice, it cer-
tainly is present in every form.

The Chinese conception of sin is a
very curious and unsatisfactory one.
Sin to them is a pececadillo, & fault, some-
thing which will cause them to blush
and “lose face,” or which will bring
some trouble upon them. It is not the
wrong-doing that troubles a Chinamaun,
it is the inconvenience of the thing.
Rarely does one of them confess his
error directly. They have no idea of a
persenal God in whom morality inheres,
and therefore they have no adequate
view of sin, and even those who are
converts for years, are often very de-
ficient. in moral insight. Confucianism
aimed at preserving the vital principle
and Taolsm at refining it, and whatever
meaning we take out of that “prin-
ciple.” it is in sore danger of perishing
in this land. These systems have mag-
nified faulls of ctiquette and custom at
the expense of trutk and righteousness

amd the love of God. They have failed
in clevating the people in mind and
heart ; for in spite of many amiable
qualities, it Is impossible to have a high
regard for a nation so much given to de-
ceit and Hes. All the systems of China
have left, as thelr finished product, a
dtlee of  unscrepulous  lHars of whom
there would be more hope if they were
without the conceits inculeated by their
sages. Turning from this to Christian
Iands, we find that at any rate the fun-
damental notions of right and wrong
are clearly understood by the vast mu-
Jority, and that actions are classed into
their proper categories in a muanner
which shows a good degree of moral
penetration.  The immoral are classed
outside of the Church of sod. There
are always vast numbers who live a
good life, and not a few who have near-
Iy become periect morally ; as far as the
affairs of daily life are concerned. there
are many who may be so regarded. All
the institutions of these countries are
founded on moral law. It is undeniable
that the condition of Christinn countries
is incomparably supervior to that of this
peop'e. The struggle in these countries
is after morality, and in spite of dis-
couragements there are great improve-
ments being made. Who ever expects
the dead forms of paganism to produce
the noble specimens of moral character
familiar to us in the home lands ? The
moral forces at work in Christian lands
are many and great. Morality is taught
and exemplified in the homes of the
people, in public and Sabbath-schools,
and in the churches. The example of
so many grzat and good men must also
be very potent. All that is lacking in
China. The power of an endless life—the
Gospel renders a sanction and support
to the moral Iaw that can hardly be
overestimated. 1Its doctrines render it
desirable that men should be moral—its
spirit working in them makes them hate
sin, and love holiness. and above all, en-
ables them to keep the commandments
of God, not indeed perfectiy—but per-
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feet in a good degree, so that thefr
neighbors say of them that they are up-
right in their generation. As its un-
finished product Christianity has pro-
duced among nations such respect for
moral law that their constitutions are
founded upon its principles, has produc-
¢d multitudes who live holy lives, and
still greater numbers whose aspirations
are holy, and who are not without hope
of some day being what they would.
The Gospel has established in Christian
lands righteousness, and that has ex-
alted them. Let us pray God that these
nations may never fall back, but rather
that they may go forward to higher and
more general attainments.

1I11. The religions of China have not
in them the power of an endless life;
they are dead, and merely prove that
the people have religious instinets which
must be satisfied in some manner.  To
say that they are dead is not asserting
that the) have no hold upon the people,
and that the people are prepared to give
them up. They are dead in the sense
that they do not save the people. Pro-
bably the Chinese are as fond of their
own ways now as in other ages. They
certainly do not want the Gospel. There
is no general dissatisfaction with their
own faiths, such as would lead them to
seek a better. Only in a very qualified
sense can it be said that China. is epen
to the Gospel. She is open by compul-
sion : but if she had the power as she
has the desire, we should all he ousted
very speedily. Some say that Chris-
tianity has got such a hold of the
people now, that it would live and
flourish in the event of foreigners being
withdrawn. Whoever refleets upon the
history of the Church in the past, will
not be too sanguine on this point. In
view of the continual struggle that the
best have in order to keep upward and
onward in aceord with the spirit of our
faith, it behoves us to look with sym-
pathy upon the young heathen convert,
to surround him with all the helpful in-
flueneces possible, and to hasten slowly
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in withdrawing dirvection, teaching and
support.

Coming to the matter of Chinese re-
lizions, let us note the attitude of the
Chinese towards thelr gods. This atti-
tude is certainly not one of spiritual
worship in which the creature is lost
adoring the great creator. There is no
such reverence shown to the gods in
China, as Christians show to the true
God. It seems to be settled that thereis
uo distinet conception of a supreme be-
Ing. Chinese tcachers admit as much ;
but they say that the god named Old
Heavenly Grandfather, approaches clos-
est to our concepiion of Deity, I was
told Iast summer that a man abused
this divinity in the following strain,
during the great rains,—“You are a
quecer old fellow. Have you no sense ?
This is not a rain you are sending us, it
is a flood. Don’t you know ecunough to
stop Dbefore our houses tumble down.,
and our harvest is ruined.” Such a sen-
timent as that Is inconsistent with re-
spect or reverence, and there is not an
atom of adoration in it ; for in adoration
ouc is not in the mood for criticism, far
less sarcasm. There is no submission
to the will of the gods. When calami-
ties come, the gods are judged, con-
demned and chastised. It is no uncom-
mon thing to beat the gods, and often
they are completely pulverized. When
the people long for rain, the gods are
exposed to the scorching rays, so that
their own sufferings may compel them
to send it. There is no trust in the
gods ; for they are often accused of
cheating and betraying the worshippers.
Nelther can there be any love, for if
there were, the foregoing would not be
so. Now adoration, submission, confi.
dence and love are essentials of true re-
ligion. and where they are lacking there
is really no religion. A keen obscrver
has said that the attitude of the Chinese
towards their gods is one of great in-
difference. The mocking and reviling
of the gods, and the irony and jokes in-
dulged in at their expense, not ouiy re-
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veals the hollowness of the people's
faith, it shows the falsehood of idolatry.
Though bound Dby babits of age-long
continuance to these vanities, the people
feel now and again that these gods are
unworthy of respect and confidence. 1
have seen a farmer erowding his grain
into n small temple until the ugly, old
gods were all covered up and there was
no protest cn their part. Chinese reli-
gions do not gladden the people in sor-
row, do not help them in trouble, do not
give them hope in death. Confessedly
they are silent ou what is to us the very
core of our faith, the resurrection and
the life to come. They know not of re-
surection.  They bhave not a solitary
satisfactory word to say on immortality.
These are only brought to light in the
Gospel. The views which the Chinese
have of all matters connceced with es-
chatology dare so unsatisfactory and
vague, that one knows not what to say
of them. After death a man may be a
devil or he may be a god. He may have
three souls, and he may have seven.
The fact that these religions give no cer-
tain sound on man’s destiny, man's im-
mortality, declares plainly that they arve
after the law of a carnal commmandment.
Is it conceivable that a man going from
China to Caaada should find it difficult
to make out what the views and hopes
of the people are on the question of the
future life ? The matter is too dear to
the hearts of men to be left in such an
undefined manner. That such should
be the state of matters in China is sad.
Heathen religions do not then give to
man the strength and joy whick: comes
from faith i immortality. Theyx do not
strengthen wmorality by carrying the
consequences of action into the future
world, and making glory on high the in-
centive to a noble, holy, heroic life here
below. No wonder if the list of heroes
is short in China at this day. Alas for
the country whose religion neither be-
gets faith in an ideal life, nor puts man
in the way of its attainment. To hear
the Chinese wail at their graves is to

saints in the light.
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know that they soirow as those who
have no hope. The dawn of better days
has come in this respeet. Already there
are many thousands whose hearts re-
Jolce with joy uunspeakable in the hope
of eternal life. Supposing the religions
of China did reveal a futuve lite, they
do ot point out the way whereby mau
iy to get it. Maey do not convict of aln,
and do not polit to a sucrifice for si..
They do not couvert the soul dead in
sin  because there is no regencrating
Spirit. Neither do they justify and sanc-
tify. In short, they do not save. The
Chinese are as lost as sinners can be,
and these reiigions cannot save them.
A Mohammedan priest comes to sce us
here occasionally, who says he and the
Christians are about the same in be-
liefs ; but he says that his religion is do-
ing the Clhinese no good. Me is an
honest matn in that matter. It is the
Spirlt that quickeneth, and the Hesh
profiteth nothing. When we turn to the
Christian religion, a different state of
matters meets us. At no time has it
ever been dead as these are. In the
darkest tiies there was life and power
in it for many a soul. In no age has the
Lord been without witnesses to the sav-
ing power of the Gospel. Christ who is
our life has been in the Church all
along. Tens of thousands have obeyed
and loved Him in every age, and pro-
fessed that they were getting life and
help from Mim. It is so still. His
name shall endure for ever, and that
not as the name of a philosopher or his-
torian endures, but as a living presence
with His people always, even to the
end of the days. It is the power of an
endless life that is now at work among
Christian peoples, converting so many
from the error of their ways and mak-
ing them megt for the inheritance of the
In a thousand ways
it seeks to make mankind good aund
happy forever, and in no case does it
fail when men allow themselves to be
permeated by its spirit. Nor need we
fear that the Gospel ever will become
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stich a dead, useless form as paganism.
Its Author lives, and therefore it shall
live. and all who believe it. To con-
clude. let those who know the power of
the Gospel rajoice in it, cling to it
fonder and fresher than ever. Let
them be forever thankful that they
were not born in heathen lands twhere
there is not a ray of hope for the life to
come. While thus glad and thankful,
let them think of the vast multitudes
who are at this day without God and
without hope in the world, and who are
not to be evangelized by any sudden
spurt. It will take the long. sustained
effort of an adequate munber of faithful
men who have absolute faith in the Gos-
pel to make any impression upon the
solid phalanx of heathenism which hasz
searcely taken the alarm yet. As for
talk about the goodness and sufiiciency
of heathen religions, its folly is only sur-
passed by its impicty. The heathen are
haters of God, and so far as they have
hiad eppertunity, despisers and rejecters
of the Gospel. The fruits of the flesh
are painfully obirusive amoang them,
and those of the Spirit are conspicuous
by their absence. In no way can these
systems further the Gospel or be its
allies. As the Gospel advanced by op-
pesition to Judaism, so it must advance
in China by stern uncompromising ap-
tagonism to all the horrid idolatry and
rites of this land. This antagonism need
not be unnccessarily demosirative. but
jt must be there. The Christian faith
can never admit that these have any
standing—not cven such as Judaism
had. and the refusal is not only because
the title-deeds of our faith declare it so,
but also because the comparison proves
them to be of a different origin, spirit
and tendencx. The one makes children
of God and the others do not. Instead
of men putting out their ¢xes, searching
for dricd-up grains of truth in heaps
of rubbish, it wenld be more in the in-
teresis of the heathen te make known
and magnify Him who is the life and
light of the world. ILet His life be
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poured into the lhearts of the people of
China, and this shall be a glorious cm-
pir¢ once more. The sons of Ham will
then be an honest, happy people, reaping
the rewards of their bour-lless industry
in the peace of Messiah's reign, and
contented in their little homes as
they have never been before. The grim
idols and the gruesome customs shall
then Dbe set aside, and the people in the
myriads of villages throughout the
Flowery Kingdom shall assemble week-
1y to praise the mighty God. This may
be far off, and yet it will surely come.
Often walking in the fields and among
the cypress groves which mark ances-
tral graves, the thought of the untold
legions whe have died in this land for
two hundred generations has amazed
me, and I have mused sadly, wonder-
ing at their fate. They are, however,
in God’s haad, and the Judge of all the
carth shall do right. JMeantime the
sune process Foes on, the same capa-
cicus, unsated and unwearied maw de-
vours by the million, year by year, and
shall we look on unmoved and inactive
although in possession of the means ap-
pointed of God for the salvation of sin-
ners 7 He who loved us and washed us
from our sins in His own blood, calls
upon us to preach the Gospel to the
Chinese. If we have any real apprecia-
tion of so great a salvation, if we are
grateful to God, if we love His only be-
gotten Son, we shall not neglect the
heathen, and claborate uarguments shall
not be needed to make the duty plain
to us and to stir us up to its perform-
ance. We may prove recreant, but
China shall yet be evangelized notwith-
standing. The wilderness and the de-
sert shall be lad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose. It shall blossom abundantly and
rejoice even with joy and singing. May
e happy time soon come when all na-
tions shall remember and turn unto the
Lord, when the ransonied of the Lord
shall return and come to Zion with
songs and cverlasting jor upon their




THE POWER OF AN ENDLESS LIFE.

heads, when the kingdom of Christ shall
be established among this great people,
attracting those who now can sce no
form or comeliness in ideal goodness, in
the Son of God, the Saviour of the
world. This is the consummation of tl}e
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ages for whieh we work and wait, and
sometime and somewhere we shall see
it accomplished, and be glad for cver-
mory. Amen.

Pang Chuang, 1Gth Dee., 1S94.

PSALM 120.

In trouble did I call upon Jehovab,
How long, O Lord, how long ?

In my distress 1 cried unto Jebovah
And He doth lhiced my ywrong.

C God of truth. de thou my soul deliver
From the deceitful tongue!

O just Jehoval, take me, and forever,
From lying lips among !

What shall be given to thee, what mecd more weighty,
O thou deceit{ul tougue ?

Thy wound is with sharp arrows of the mighty,
Thy woe as coals of broom !

Al, woe is me, that I have sojourned ever
Rude Mesheel's tribes among !

That I have dwelt beside tite tents of Kedar,
Ficree Kedar's tents, so long !

My soul too long. too long hath had her dwelling
Haters of peace among.

1 am for peace. but whea my voice I utler,
Their souls to war belong.

In my distress 1 cried unto Jehovah,
How long, O Lord, how long ?

Trom lying lips do Thou my soul deliver,
From the deceitful tongue!

JOHN MacDOUGALL.

Beechridze Manse, Holton, Que.
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HARD SAYINGS OF CHRIST.

“And the Lord said, Hear what the
unrighteous judge saith. And shall not
God avenge IHis c¢lect which ery to Him
day and night, and 1le is long-suffering
cver them ? I say unto you that He
will avenge them speedily.  Howbeit,
when the Son of Man cometh, shall ile
find faith on the ecarth ?” Luke xvili,
G-S.

To most readers these queries at the
close of the parable of the unjust judge
probably appear to come in somewhat
abruptly without much point, as if a
fragment of some other discourse had
Treen interpolated here by accident. The
ditliculty as to the connection, however,
arises soiely from mistaking the point
that is intended to be illustrated by the
parable. It is commonly yead simply as
an encouragement 1o perseveminee in
prayer. If by her importunity the poor
widow prevailed upon the unjust judge
to attend to lier case, miich more may
the :zood God be expected ultimately to
hear those who continue to plead with
Him. even if e may seem to delay an
answer. With our division of the chap-
ter, this view of the parable is natural
unough, especially when we take into
account the sentence with which it is in-
troduced. “ He spake au parable unto
them to the cend that they ought always
10 pray and not to fainr” But the
tl:eme is really much more specific. The
wiole passage stands in the closest con-
ncction with the preeeding chapter. in
which Christ discusses the second ad-
vent.  Being asked by the T'harisces
when the Kingdom of God cometh, He
gives in reply a description of His own
coming for judgn ~nt. It would be sud-
den and unexpected like the comiag of
the floed or the overthrow of Sodom
and it would sever between the right-
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cous and the wicked, however closely
linked together. But whetlier it would
be soon or late He gives no hint, beyond
the fact that to the wicked it would
seem all too soon. while to the righteous
it might seem too late. Despised, op-
pressed, and persccuted by the world
they would be weary for its arrival and
pray that it might bex hastened, since it
meant their deliverance. Yet, however
slow in coming, let them not despair
but keep on praying. e would certain-
Iy avenge them in due time. In His
long-suffering e bears with wicked
nwen in the hope of their repentance, so
far that the faith of the righteous might
fail ; but when things should come to
the worst and hope be ready to die, Be
would stretch out Iis Hand to help. As
He puts it elsewhere, “In such an hour
as Yo think not the Son of Man cometh™
The lesson of the parable finds a close
parallel in the words of 1I. Peter iii., 9-
10. “The Lord is not slack concerning
Ilis promise as some count slackness ;
but is long-sufiering to you-ward, not
wishing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentince. But the
day of the Lord will come as a thief.”
The prayer in which they arc encour-
aged 1o persevere, is prayer for the com-
ing of the Lord to judgment and ven-
geance on their oppressors, and so the
rhetorical questions fall naturaily into
their place. The doubt as to the exist-
cuce of faith has no reference to any
possible defection of the Church in the
Iast days, only to the heartsick weuri-
ness of hope deferred until they could
endure no longer.

But if this explanation of the connec-
tion rclieves ong difficulty felt ahout the
passage, it ouly creittes another.  The
iden of praying for the speedy coming
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of the Lord to judgment is one that does
not suggest itself very readily to the
ordinary Christian of the present day.
He rather feels like praying that it may
.be delayed as long as possible. The as-
surance of His speedy coming brings no
joy. ‘The fear is rather that He will
coine 100 sooun, and any suggestion of the
approiching end of the world is apt to
fill him with anxiety, or even disury.
There is hardly any point on which the
modern Church has shifted further from
1hie attitude of the early Christians than
on this. The change is all the more re-
markable when we consider the very
prominent place which the subject holds
in the New ‘Testament. Apart from the
eschatological discourses of Christ im-
self, which are pretty fully reported in
the Gospels, there are irequent refer-
ciees W it in the Acts and in the
Episties. The discussion of it forms the
main purposc of Paul's two letters to
the Thessalopians, and it is almost the
sole theme of the Apocealypse. 1t scems
o have been procliimed constantly by
the Apostles as the greit hope of the
Church, and though they were confess-
edly ignormat of the time, the attentjon
of believers was Kept persistently fixed
on it as an event that might happen in
the immediate future. Needless to sy,
this is no longer the case. Apart from
limited circle holding @t special view re-
garding the time and manner of it, the
subject is seldor referred to by the mo-
dern preacher, and when he does refer
to it, the subject awakens little interest
beyond curiosity as to the side he will
take in the discussion.

It is not cnough 10 say by way of ex-
phuning this changed attitude, hat the
lapse of <o many centuries has natuzally
blunted the keenness of the Chureh’'s ox-
pectaton, and led men to regard it a3
indefinitely postpouned. That is no doubt
frue. but we are at least nincteen cen-
furies nearer it than they were. On the
other hand, it would probably be goiug
too far to say that the modern Christian
is more in sympathy with the divine for-
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bearance towiards cevil-doers than his |
carly co-religionist. The reason for the
altered sentiment is to be found more in
the essential change of the situation.
The Church of the first century wis &
small minority exposed to persecution in
all its forms, compelled to submit to
wrong without any hope of redress, sive
by the direct intervention of God on
their behalf, To-day, Christianity is the
ruling faith of the world. If it does not
lead in numbers, it at least leads in pres-
tige, influence and real power. Individ-
uals may still suifer wrongfully and not
find redress, but there is at least hope'
of obtaining it from carthly powers as
well as from heaven., It were unreison-
able 10 expect that even earnest be-
licvers should long for a radicul change
with the sarie cagerness under such
circumstances. The world is still full of
evil, but it is no longer hopeless evil.
There is always the chance of better-
ment by educating public opinion, by
improved legislative enactments, er by
other methods equally effective for at-
ining  the practical application of
Christian principies. Wherever the ery
for justice is licard, even from the heart
of distant continents, it finds an ccho in
an increasingly large number of earnest
hearts, and it keeps on cchoing until o
remedy is found someliow. Rarely does
such an appeal prove altogether vain.
Now, it is useless to seek the restori-
tien of the early cagerness of expecti-
tion as to the second advent. by present-
ing, as some do, 1 pessimistic view of
the world's progress, asserting that it is
cver growing svorse, and boewailing its
evil as hopeless. It is perfecly true
there is a sense in which it may be said
the world is ever growing worse, but
paradoxical as it may seer, it is equally
true that just Leeause of that the world
is ever growing better. Special wrongs
amd forms of iniquity have their day
during which they flourish more and
more. ever becoming more bold and viru-
Tent, until ther mature and are ripe for
judgment.  But sooucr or later the judg-
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ment comes, and they are swepl away.
To be sure they only give place to other
forms which run their course in turn.
But the world learns something by the
experience, and the lessons of history
are not all lost. ‘The evolution of society
is & slow process, its onward course
strewn with many a wreek :nd failure,
butitisnosc the less surely onward, and
a divine purpose runs through the ages,
not for; evil but for geod. Iessimism is
at. bottom the philosophy of unbelief,
though ometimes avowed by professed
Christinn men. The Christinn faith bids
us look for i golden age n the future—a
new heaven and @ new carth wherein
dwelleth rightcousness. No manipula-
tion of Scripture texts can ever make
the Bible belie the keynote of Christ's
first message fo the people :—* The
Kingdom of Heuven is at hand.”” Like
1lis own advent, it scems to be long de-
Iayad, but it is sure 1o come, nay, is vis-
ibly coming cven now, all signs to the
contrary noetwithistanding.

Nor do I bulieve it necessary to the
permanent revival of imterest in the
Lord’s advent ithat we should make the
establishment of that Kingdem depen-
dent on the fact of Christ’s visible ap-
pearanee again on the carth under start-
ling circwmstances of great splendor.
The effort of a certain school of thinkers
in this direction is well-meant and hon-
ostly made. Nor is it without some good
result. 1t certainly does seem in the
case of some, for a time at least, to
give a fillip to the theme, and one is
bound to respect their assertions that it
invests the thought of the advent with
a charm altogether {resh. But it scems
airr and extravagant. Of course Scrip-
ture can bie quoted in support of it. But
in the Iast analysig it ever rests upon a
liternl method of interpreting apocalyp-
tic passages which is forcign, to their
whole character.  Some find no difficulty
in such interpretations. though they in-
volve the occurrence of a series of inci-
dents out of all analogy with anyxthing
ihat has been hitherto known in history
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—sounding trampets, heavenly portents,
saints and angels tlying through the iy,
with much else of the same character.,
They rather revel in these, beeause they
are so different from anything furnished -
by ordinary experience, and are impa-
tient that any should seem to question
the exact truth of Scripture language.
IBut the sober, common sense of man-
kind, draws back from such a surrcuder
of all the probabilities. From the very
nature of the case these descriptions
must have been intended to appenl to
the imagination, rather than to the rea-
son.  Couched in figurative or poetic
lansuage, it scems i violation of all
sound canons of exegesis to treat them
as plain prose. By all means let them
Kindle the imagination as they werg
meant to do, but do not insist that the
actual faets must correspond it every
point, or cven at many poimts.  The
more precise and detailed the picture is,
the larger must be the margin allowed
fer the play of the seer's fancy. “The
prophecies of the Old Testament were
not literally fulfilled in the first advent,
siive with a2 large  deduction—so larg
that no one could itve told beforchand
how the Messiah would actuslly appear.
There is no greater reason to think that
the prophecics of the New Testunent
will all be literally fultilled in the sccond
advent. The actuad fact, when it comes
about, will differ widely from all our
conceptions of it, witl:out heing untrue
to the essential elements of perhaps any
of them.

It is & further objection to this moie
of presenting the advent, that it appar-
ontdy throws discredit upon the preach-
ing of the Gospel and the energy of the
Spirit, as efficctive means for bringing
about the Kingdom of God wupon the
carth. The progress of the Gospel some-
times.  indeed. secems  disappointingly
slow. but teo much has been accomplish-
ed already to warrant despair for the
future. The Church is so far only be-
ing traized for her work of evangelizing
the world. When that training is finish-
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ed, and she enlers upon this task with
the same energy thit nations display in
going to war, we may look for better re-
sults. lere again the future is bright
with hope. Less and less as time goes
on will be felt the need for a visible
appearing to accomplish the enterprise
which the Churceh bas been set to carry
cut by the Lord MMimself. Lhe cure is
not to be found in that dircetion.
Avoiding a1l such factitious sources of
interest, the one thing needed to create
a genuine enthusiasm over the advent
and a hearty desire for it on the part of
all morally earnest souls is to enlarge
our view of what it rewdly is, so as to
make it embrace all that the New Testa-
went coneeption of it contains. The ten-
dency hitherto has been to rest in par-
tial pragmatic views which are soon ex-

hausted.  The complete view is inspir-
ing. o find it we have only to o back

to the teaching of Christ 1limself.

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat-
thew wo luve @ portion of one of 1iis
discourses on the subject. It is repre-
sented as arising out of three (questions
instcad of one its in the case of this dis-
course reported by Luke. The three
were : as to the time of the destruction
of Jerusalem, tbe sign of His coming,
and the sign of the cud of the world.
But instead of answering these three
questions separately, in order, as if they
were distinet, He is represented as -
swering them all together as i€ in some
sense they were one and the same thing,
as though He were to come at the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and also at the
end of the world. Hence it may be said
that the great judgment which was
poured out upon the Jews when their
city was Iaid waste by the Romans, was
2 coming of Christ to them. If so, then
in like manner every judgment that falls
won men 13 esseatially 2 coming of
Christ. They arc but types and preeur-
sers of the final judgment in which they
teach a climax. This is borne out by
the analogy of Old Testament speech.
In the deluge, at the confusion of
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tongucs, at the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrha, and cn many other occasions,
God is suid te have come down and
visited the euarth. Bvery crisis in which
sin meets with its due recompense and
right is made to triumpb. is 1 coming of
Chirist, and more or less forms a part of
the advent. Just as o war is i1 succes-
sinn of battles that teud to beeome more
and more decisive until the final victory
is reached, so His advent is it suceession
of judgments that become more and
more conclusive, until ¢vil is wholly sub-
dued, and the cause of right vindicated
for ever.

The sume comprehensive aspect of the
matter is presented when we turn to the
other side of the picture. Look at the
fourteenth chapter of Jolm's Gospel
where we have Christ’s consolatory dis-
course to His disciples on the eve of the
crucifixion. What is the consolation lie
offers them 7 1 will pray the Father
and ile shall give you another Comforter
that Ile may be with you for cever, cven
the Spirit of Lruth ;" and then ilmost
immediately adds: 1 will not leave
you desolate ; I come unto you,” as if
in some sense the gift of the Spirit were
1lis own coming agin to the Church.
Following this suggestion, not only Pen-
teeost but every spiritual movement in
history, every religious revival and every
moral enterprise whereby spiritual life
has been guickened and the ciuse of
righteousness promoted his been it com-
ing of Christ. Just as the tide rises by
2 succession of waves, or the storm by
i succession of blasts, until the climax
is reached and there comes a lull, so
Christ comes in a succession of move-
ments until His Kingdom fills the world.
It is & process embracing a multitude of
details rather than an isolated fact, &
climux rather tian a step, an cevoluton
rather than an event.

To some, this may scem like evacuat-
ing the advent of all real meaning, ex-
plaining it away into nothing. But it
dees not follow LY any means that this
exhausts all that is in it, and certainly
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it does not exclude the possibility of a
visible appearing at some particular
time or times, under circumstances of
special solemnity or force. But it is not
necessary that such visible appearing
should be anything essentially different
from the rest of the movement. We
have all many o time looked up to the
sky after sunset, when the dusk was be-
ginning to come on, and have seen there
for the first time the creseent moon al-
ready more than midway in its daily
course. It had been rising for hours be-
fore, but under the sun’s glare was all
1liseen, save it may be by scme astrono-
mer who knowing it was there had
searched for it with his glass and caught
the outline of its face. But now, with
the decpening darkness, every cye can
discern it. So all along Christ has been
coming, but only the eve of faith could
see Him. The day is approaching when
all shall behold Him, and none can mis-
take the vision.

At first sight such a view seems incon-
sistent with the idea of a sudden unex-
pected coming, like a flash of lighming
shining from one end of heaven to the
ather.  But unless literalism is pusied
unduly, there nced be no ditliculty on
that score. Every individual judgment
partakes of that character. TFrom the
deluge on, they have ever come sudden-
1x. and taken the guilty unawares. In
every decisive battle there is a time dur-
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ing which the issuc Is uncertain, and
suddenly comes the break, the rout, the
arnage on one side which they had
lioped to mete out to the other. The
suddenness is  characteristic of the
whole series, and in each case it is none
ilie less unexpeeted because it has been
s0 often repeated. BEach one is & comn-
ing ; all of them together constitute the
coming of the Lord to judgment and
vietory.

Taken in this wide sense, the Church
has never lost its interest in the second
advent, and never can do so, as long as
it remains the Church of Christ at all.
For thus understood, it becomes practi-
cially identical with the cause of truth
and righteousness. Every prayer for the
suceess of the Gospel is a prayer for the
coming of Christ, and every attempt to
spread that Gospel, an effort to bring it
about. When it finally trinmphs Christ
will be here. Lvery petition for the re-
straint of evil and every ciy for justice
from the wronged and oppressed, in
whatever terms it may be couched, is a
prayer for the speedy coming of the
Lcrd to judgment. When the last encmy
of truth is overtlhirown and the last form
of iniquity is swept away in righteous
wrath the world’s judgment will be
completed. Then, and only tlien, the
Tord will have fully come.

JOHX SCRIMGER.

Tresbyterian College, Montreal.

Wear your velvet within : show your-
selves amiable to those, above all, who

live with you.

—Selected.-
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A LECTURE DELIVERED TO THE Y.M.C.A. OF DALHOUSIE COLLEGE, HALIFAX,
BY THE REV. D.J. FRASER, M.A., B.D., OF WOL¥VILLE, N.S.

1t will be my aim in what I am about
to say, to show that the Christian reli-
gion makes special claims upon youth ;
beeause manly strength is the ideal of
vouth, and Christianity is essentially o
strong thing. Now this Is not the
opinion of many young men; indeed,
they frankly tell us that they are not
religionr because religion is a4 sign of
weakness 3 they hold aloof from Chris-
tian Associations beeause the members
thercof are supposed by them 1o be lack-
ing in truc manliness, and that as the
result of their profession of Christianity.
And much of the religion—so-called—
which is cwrrent, goes to justify this
prejudice. Mawkish  sentimentality is
abroad in the land, the self-constituted
representative of religion; and high-
minded and generous-hearted youths
have heen turned against all religion by
such sickly pietism. ‘They have received
the impression that Christianity, how-
ever suitable for effeminate natures, and
for folk who arc dying, is too weak
thing 1o find any place in the pro-
gramme of vigorcus youth ; that it may
appeal to the fears of the timid or to
the feebleness of age, but has nothing in
it which can lay any claim to the
strength of carly manhood. Now, it is
possible that Christian people are large-
1¥ responsible for this erroncous impres-
sion. 1f religion is regarded by young
men as A sign of weakness, the guilt lies
at the door of every minister of the Gos-
pel who appeals mainly to the motive of
fcar in his preaching, of every member
of the church who is not honest or truc
to his profession, of ¢very society which
teaches that abstinence from any of

God’s gifts is a higher Christian virtuc
P
- -l

than temperance instead of an expedient
for those natures which are {oo weak
for self-control ; especially does the
blame rest on the effeminate youth, who,
although he professes to be a follower
of the most manly Man that ever lived,
yet,

“Would be a woman if he could,
And sinee he can't, does all he can
To show the world he’s not a man.”

Goody-goodyism, be itnever so sancli-
menious. can only produce religious nau-
se in young men. They crave health-
ful food for their spiritual natures.
They will never be attracted to Christ
but by the magnet of His perfect manli-
ness. and by the strength of ilis follow-
cers. They admire, and they rightly ad-
mire. only that religion which is un-
affected, healthy, strong in its pnatural-
ness.  And it is the business of the
Young Men's Christian Association to
show that Christanity does not umman,
devitalize, dwarf thosc who aceept it,
but builds them wup into all-round
strength 5 to present the Christian life
as a strong., manly life ; to preach a re-
ligion which is not onc whit better a-
dapted to the death-bed than to the cam-
pus or the countiry house or the social
gathering. If our assuciations give the
impression that religion appeals to what
is timid and shrinking in our natures
rather than to what is courageous and
outspoken, they will only repel the Lest
class of young men. We must make it
clear that sentimental pietism which dis-
gusts o0 many, is only i burlesque of re-
ligion, a caricature of the Christian life,
and that 2 merely prudential religion
lacks the highest elements of Christian-
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ity. Our religion appeals to that which
is highest in men’s natures. 1t asks us
10 be Christians not merely that we may
enjoy certain rapturous emotional ex-
periencees, not merely {0 save our souls
from hell, but in order that we may be
nten. I have known young men {o make
ile boast, after having atlended a scries
of yevival meetings, that they did not
“ et religion,” as people say ; and orne
could scarcely Llame them ; for the ap-
peals had been made almost altogether
to their emotional natures—to their fears
and  selfishness ; and many who pro-

fessed to have “got religion™ were
spoiled ;: they were no longer good

companions, joyful and genecrous, bit
had been counverted into sanctimonious
vloom and religious cant.  Such con-
versions are . poor recommendation
of religion to youth. “The glory of
yourig men is their strength.””  IFeats
of strength in the gymnasium or foot-
ball field : intellectual skill in the class-
room or Gébating society ; moral back-
bone in danger or temptation ; theso
draw forth their cordial admiration.
Manly strength is their ideal ; and Chris-
tianity will never attract the best class
of young men, until they realize that it
is a strong thing—appealing to what is
highest and best in men and developing
nobility of character. Now, the Chris-
tian life, as set forth in the Bible and
in the carcer of Jesus Christ—however
much the followers of Christ sometimes
give the lic to the statement—is cssen-
tally a strong thing. The Christianity
of Christ develops robust manhood
rather than soft effeminacy ; it is a ra-
tional life rather than a sentimential ex-
perience. Too long bave the claims of
Christianity been presented to vouth on
the ground of prudence—as a luxury for
old age or as an insurance against future
hiell-five : but the Bible teaches that our
religion makes special claims upon
youth because youth is vigorous and
courageous. “I have written unto you,
Young men, beeause ye are strong.” We
recommend Christianity to you, because
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manliness is your ideal; and Christianity
develops all-round manhood, requiring
nothing which is against nature, but de-
manding the symmetrical development
of the individual. It aims at evolving
the full-grown man—true to his whole
being, possessing o nature robust in
every part. If any young man, there-
fore, is not a Christisn—in the true sense
of the word—he is untrue to nature—ne
practically refuses to develop perfeet
manhood, and is to that extent ummanly.
His irrceligion is something {o be asham-
cd of rather thin to glory in.

“The glory of young men is their
strength,”"—physical, intelectual, moral
and spiritual.  Now, this all-round
strength which constitutes manliness or
manfulness, is exaetly the aim of Chris-
tianity. Some one has said that * Lrain-
ing which is exclusively physical de-
velops the bully ; mental refinement
alone, the intellectual prig; culture
whiell is only spiritual, the emotional
pietist; but Christianity seeks to pro-
duce the full-growwn man, symmeirical,
perfect. It evolves manfulness ; and,
therefore, appeals to what is highest
and strengest in men—to the loftiest
ideals of youth.” Now, it has often
seemed to me that the reason many
young men refuse to profess Christianity
1s that they have radically erroncous
conceptions of what constitutes manli-
ness. They are not consciously coward-
1y and base in. rejecting Christianity, but
they wish to be and to appear manly,
and 1they have false ideals of manli-
ness.  Although manly strength is the
glory of young men, they often mistake
the counterfeit for the geauine ideal. and
they actually regard something which is
in itself a mark of weakness, as a strong
thing—worthy of their pursuit.

The glory of young men is their physi-
cal streagth. Now, our religion sceks to
promote bodily culture—to develop the
physical side of men’s natures. The self-
control which Cliristianity teaches is the
sign and condition of a healthy body.
Sensual sin is not only injurious to pby-
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sical well-being, but is the sign of a dis-
cased body. This is often lost sight of
by young men ; and there is a stage in
their carcer when they regard * sowing
wild oats” as a4 more manly thing than
virtue. There is o truth underlying
cevery fallaey which meets with wide ac-
ceptance ; and the truth which gives rise
to this heresy is that those natures

which are cuapable of feeling strong
temptation are the natures which are

capable of attaining {o the highest man-
hood; and many men, therefore, who
have sunk deeply into sensual vice, have
afterwards risen to eminent saintliness
in the Chureh, and uscfulness in society.
So much evangelistic advertising has
been done through reformed prize-fight-
ers and reclaimed drunkards, that the
opinion scems actually to have gone ia-
broad that a sinful youth is after all not
i bad training for a saintly manhood,
and that sensual indulgence is the con-
dition of evolving u sympathetic nature.
Dipping into carnal delights, indulging
the animal passions just to learn the
taste of sin, is believed by many to be
the condition of developing robust man-
hood. It is the Devil's lie—the same as
wis spoken at the beginning when he
said : “If you eat, you shall have the
knowledge of geod and evil” Now, as-
suredly there is a knowledge of good
and evil which Tesults from cating for-
bidden fruit, but it is an unhappy and
guilty knowledge—not the healthy know-
ledge, the sound moral consciousness,
which may be acquired by resisting
temptation. Temptation resisted, streng-
thens ; yielded to, it weakens, it cannot
but weaken the whole man. “ Whatso-
ever 4 man sows, that shall he also
reap ” is the universal law in the natural
and spiritual worlds alike. If a young
man sows wild oats, in the nature of
things e shall reap the harvest of a de-
bilitated manhood—a discased body, a
weakened intelleet, a depraved moral
scnse. Vice, instead of developing, de-
stroys the very capacity of manly sym-
pathy ; it blights and blasts all gencrous
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affeetions and lofty aspirations. Sin of
cvery form is unnatural—antinatural—
forbidding the true development of the
individual. Sowing wild o:iats is unwman-
ning and unmanly. Is it a noble thing
1o dethrone reason as the guide of life
and to crown animal passion lord of all?
Which is the conduet worthier of o true
man—to stunt. one’s all-round develop-
ment by sin, or to recognize the require-
ments of Christianity for a robust na-
ture ? Is jt a stronger thing to float like
2 cork with the stream of passion than
like the swimmer to breast the current ?
To yield to every enticement of carnal
last, to be completely dominated by sen-
sual desires, is the meanest kind of sla-
very ; while to hold a firm rein on pas-
sion. and by sclf-conirol to guide the
svhole nature toward the goal of perfect
manhood, is the only frue freedom.
Many young men look forward to ac-
ceptling religion as an insurance for the
future life ; that is the meanest concep-
tion of religion one can possibly have.
Now, is it manly, is it honorable to
spend the vigor of youth in serving self
and the Devil, and to give the wreck of
old age to Christ ? Is that conduct wot-
thy of a young man with any sense of
decency, to say nothing of lofty ideuls ?
Sowing wild oats is the sign of moral
weakness and the precursor of physical
debility ; and is, therefore, something no
young man should glory in.

‘The Christian religion, on the contrary,
guards jealously the best interests of the
hody. Physical strength is God’s gift;
Christianity prizes it and aims at its de-
velopment. It would be a great blessing
to the rising gencration if a magnificent
bonfire were Kindled of all those morbid-
Iy sentimtental Sunday-school books
which teach the heresy that good boys
always die young, and that pious folk
must look weak, and sickly. and heaven-
Iy ! On the contrary, Christ wants in
His army young men with strong arms,
stout lungs. iron muscle. The Bible
teaches us that our bodies are the tem-
ple of the Ioly Ghost. and demands
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that they be kept pure, healthy, weil-de-
veloped. Our religion forbids »n¥'. g
which is according to nature ; it o5y Lor-
bids immorality which breeds disease,
over-indulgence in meat or drink which
destroys health, habits which are injuri-
ous to physical well-being. It requires
nothing which is against npature; but
asks for temperance, cleanliness, syste-
matie exercise, which are essential to
bodily health. It offers no protest
against manly sports ; it only forbids
overtraining whieh endangers life, and
acts of brutal violence which are incon-
sistent with manly courage, but it de-
mands that we observe those habits and
participate in those exercises which pro-
duce robust physical manhood.

The glory of young men is their intel-
lectual strength. Youtlh: takes an honest
and pardonable pride in any achieve-
ments which show their superior intel-
lcets. And our religion encourages intel-
lectual refineme: *s_sound mind in a
sound body ” is 0. vt the aims of Chris-
tianity. Buthere again some young men
grasp at the shadow. They think that
to be religious is to be eredulous, to stifle
1he reason, to swallow in the lump with-
out inquiry certain statements of the
Bible and creeds of the Church. And
because some inquiring men of intellec-
tual power have been led {o reject Chris-
tianity, they think that unbelief is a sign
of mental strength. Skepticism s
thought by some young men to be a
mark of strong-mindedness; and they
who wish to be considered very inteilec-
tual, too clear-minded to be deccived by
the superstitions of credulous folk, often
pose as doubters of God and Revelation.
Now, I readily” admit that honest doubt
has its place in the course of intellectual
and spiritual development. It is the
Dirth-day of the higher life. It is the
outcome of independent thinking and un-
trammelled search for truth. The man
who never thinks for himself, of course
never doubts. Xe is content with a
erely inherited traditioral belief; the
faith of his fatbers is good enough for
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him. But the honest, fearless inquirer,
the man who is dissatistied with a creed
which is other than 2 matter of personal
conviction, the really independent think-
er, can only reach the solid ground of
faith by passing through the slough of
doubt.

“You tell me doubt is devil-born,
L know not; one indeed 1 knew
In many a subtle question versed,
Who touched a jarring lyre at fivst,
But ever strove to make it true :

Perplext in faith, but pure in deeds. .
At last he beat his music out,

There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in half the creeds.

II¢ fought his doubts, and gathered
strength,

He would not make his judgment blind,

He faced the speetres of the mind

And laid them : thus he came at length

To find a stronger faith his own.”

Doubt, indeed, is often the mark of
true tfaith.

“You call for faith ;
I show you doubt, to prove that faith

exists.
The more of doubt, the stronger faith, I
say,

If faith o'ercomes doubt.”

Doubt is not always to be met with
denunciation.

“What matter though I doubt at every

pore,

Head-doubts, heart-doubts, doubts at
my fingers’ ends,

Doubts in the trivial work of cvery
day,

Doubts at the very basis of my sout,

In the grand moments when she probes
herself—

If finally 1 have a life to show ?”

Doubt is one of the marks of the
awakening of the higher manhood.
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“IWaen the fight begins within bimself,
A ma’s worth something. The
soul wakes
And grows. DProloig that battle through
his life !
Never leave growing till the life to
come !"

To many a truthful and truth-loving
man, doubt is simply'an intellectual ne-
cessity. The man who is uncertain of
some of the dogmas of our religion may
be o manly thinker ; but he may be--
alas ! {oo often is—an immoral unbe-
liever. Now, the test I would apply to
the doubt of any man, by which to find
out whether it is manly or not—praise-
worthy or to be condemned—is the ques-
tion of Browning :—

“IWhat think ye of Christ, friend ?
When all’s done and said,
Like you this Christianity, or not ?
1t may be false, but will you wish it
true ?
Has it your vote to be so, il itcan 2"

If a man is in the right attitude to-
ward truth, earnest in his search for it,
open-minded to receive it from whatever
source, hoping in his heart that Chris-
tianity may be the truth, we may have
no fear of such an onc; because his
doubt really springs from his devotion to
truth. But such a man never finunts his
doubts before his fellows. e knows
by sad experience the agony of his pre-
sent sKepticismi, the blessedness of his
former faith; and, if manfully tender,
e will spare the pain of those now
happy in their belief. Blatant skepti-
cism is a eoarse, unmanly thing, indica-
tive of superficiality and want of sym-
pathy. The loud-mouthed unbeliever
who sceks to destroy the faith of others
iz not 2 man of strong conviction ; for
the deep thinker, like deep water, is
never noisy. His unbelief has its root
in sin, in intellectual pride, in presump-
tuous impatience of authority ; nay, it
may even spring—as it oftiimes scems to
do—from. the devilish delight of wound-

irg sacred feelings. safl you that a
mark of strength 7 Call you that a man-
Iy thing ? In this age of scientific dis-
covery, of reseirch into all departinents
of truth, of critical testing, it is inevit-
able that many forms and formularies,
long regarded as essentials of our faith,
shall be swept away ; and in the sifting
process, muny earnest souls are being
berplexed.  Such perplexity is no sin.
Such doubt is the mark of faith, the evi-
dence of disinterested seareh for truth
which will stand the test. It is not un-
belief ; we should meet it not with de-
nuneiation but with kindly sympathy.
But how many young men there are
who simply ape the honest doubter, mak-
ing their unbelief the subject of boast-
ing and wantonly wounding the holy
feelings and destroying the blesscedness
of the faith of others by their pretended
doubt or by their unbelicef, which really
results from immoral living ! Is that a
mark of tenderness, of sympathy, of
strong manliness ?  Such unbelief is
cruel, brutal, diabolical.

Hear the words of oue who knew well
in his own soul the agony of skepticism
and the joy of faith :—* Young men are
prone to consider skepticism a proof of
strong-mindedness, a somathing to be
proud of. Let Pilate be a specimen, and
a wretched one he is. He had clear-
mindedness enough to be dissatisfied
with all the views he knew ; enough to
see through and scorn the squabbles and
superstitions of priests and bigots. Al
well, if from doubt of falschood he had
cone on to belief in a higher truth. But
doubt—when it left him doubting—why,
he missed the noblest opportunity man
cver had,. that of saving the Saviour:
he beeanie a thing for people to despise
and after ages to pity.  And that is skep-
ticism. Cali you that a manly thing ?

. To believe is to be happy ; to doubt is to

he wretched. To believe is to be strong.
Doubt cramps energy. Belief is power.
Only so far as 2 man believes sirongly,
mightily, can he act cheerfully or do
anything that is worth the doing. ¥
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speak to those that have learned’to hold
cheap the threats wherewith priests and
people would terrify into acquiesceace—
to those who are beyond the appeal of
fear and ean only yield, if at all, to
higher motives.  Young men, the only
manly thing, the only stroug thing, is
faith. It is not so far as a man doubts,
but so far as he believes, that he can
achieve or perfect anything., All things
are possible to him that believeth.”
That strong faith which is the mark
of a vigorous intellect, Christinnity en-
courziges. Our religion does not ask for
bLlind judgment or superstitious credu-
lity, but for calm, clear judgment and
cational faith. it challenges investiga-
tion which requires and develops cleax-

mindedness and intellectual vigor. Is
message 1o educated yonng men is:

“Prove all things : hold fast that which
is good. Come now and let us reason
together.” It only asks that we be ra-
tional. “What think ye of Christ 2?7
We are not to rest content with tradi-
tional opinions, with anything short of
convictions ecarnestly and personally
thought out. Christ, Ilis unique person-
ality, His wonderful claims, ITis lofty
teachings. are to be investigated, and
only after careful examination to be ac-
cepted or rejected. That faith which is
blind, which forbids questioning, which
only answers with denunciation the car-
nest secker of its grounds. is not Chris-
tian faith. It is a cowardly thing,
afraid of the light, fit only for the timid
and the lazy. That {aith alone which
seeks the light of investigation. which
is able to give a reason for itself, is man-
1y and worthy of thoughtful young men.
But blind credulity, however weuk, is
no more un. anly than the refusal of
many youths to study the life and teach-
ings of Christ. Religious indifference
indicates mental weakness and indol-
cnce. ¥le who refuses to investigate the
almost audacious claims of this Wonder-
ful Personage who prefessed to give the
true philosophy of life—to do so much to
make existence more tolerable and
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happy—to present principles which, if
applied, would ennoble the individual
and regenerate society—can scarcely be
sidd to be taking an intelligent interest
in human life. Young men, what think
Ye of this thing called Christianity ?
What answer does it give for itself at
the bar of your reason ? What apology
does it offer for its existence and its
claims 7 Does it pay ?  1Is it reason-
able? Is Godliness profitable for the
life that now is and for that which is to
come ? Such are the questions you must
not lazily shirk but truthtfully strive to
aunswer, if you be worthy of the name
of men. Such are the questions the
highest and strongest minds of all ages
have asked, and to-day, as the result of
scholarly research and honest study,
Christianity occupies a higher place and
wiclds & more potent influence in the
world of thought than ever before. Iis
claims simply demand that carnest in-
vestigation which shall evolve intellec-
tual power. Its themes are the loftiest
and most inspiring whieh the human
mind can soar {o and revel in.

The glory of youug men is their moral
strength. Now, moral strength consists
in courage and truthfulness, and devo-
tion to duty. And we must e careful to
distinguish between physical courage
and moral courage. The former is often
regarded as the essence of manliness,
whereas, if we look closely, we shall
find that it is not even a distinetively
human quality. The physical courage
which enines in athletic contests is the
iest of manliness ir the opinion of many
students ; but athletic skill does not ne-
cessarily involve true manliness whose
essence is inoral courage. Now, physical
courage consisis in the determination to
lave oue’s own way, and involves con-
tempt for safety and case, and the readi-
ness to suffer and die rather than yield.
While we recognize the value of such
courage, we cannot allow that it consti-
tutes manliness ; it is not even a peculi-
arly human quality, for we find it in the
iower animals ; the bull-dog exhibits it
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as strikingly as any athlete. Far from
constituting a manly nature, such cour-
age may lead to those aetions of savige
and brutal violence which sometimes dis-
grace our contests on the campus.  Ath-
leticism is . good thing in its place. T
should he sorry to be interpreted as say-
ing anything in condemnation of college
sports—so long as our games ire manly
and our contests conducted honorably ;
but there is a possibility of athletic skill
being unduly exalted in our universities.
The university exists to turn out men,
not athletes. The athlete may he manly
or otherwise.  ¥e may only represent
force and

animal courage — physical
training.  Indeed, a delicate constitu-

tion. incapable of athletic skill, does not
imply the lack even of animal courage.
Nelson was a courageous man ; for when
only fourtcen years of age he attacked
a polar bear with a bhandspike, and,
when scolded by his captain for so doing,
replied that he ¢id not know Mr. Fear.
But with his slight frame and weak con-
stitulion, he could mever have excelled
in many college sports. ‘L'ruc manliness,
100, may be found in a weak body ; for
ils essence is not self-assertion, so loud-
Iy applauded in these days, but self-
sacrifiee, which is too often unrecog-
nized. Thomas Hughes, in his admirable
little work on *The Manliness of
Christ,” has drawn this distinction be-
tween courage and manliness, and has
illustrated it by several incidents yecord-
cd in Napier’s ¢ Pennisular War.” * I cite
some of these to make the distinction
clear to you. At the batile of Coa, the
“Roy " Stewart—nineteen years old and
of gigantic stature and strength—would
not recognize the IFrench as victors.
“ So this is the end of our brag " he said,
“ this is our first battle and we retreat !
The boy Stewart will not live to hear
that said.” Then, although all others
had retreated, he fell upon the nearest
cnemy with his bayonet, and, refusing
the quarter they seemed desivous to
give. he died fighting in the midst of
ithem. What a man he would have been
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on the campus, with his indomitable
will, his intense self-assertion, his defi-
ance of pain and danger and  death §
But was his courage,—valuable and ad-
mirable though it was—was it after all
the highest type of courage ¥ s not the
following an example of nobler courage?
During the siame war, Sergeant-General
MacQuade saw two men level their mus-
kets on rests against a high gap in the

bank, awaiting the up-rising of an
enemy. Brown, a lad of sixteen years,

attempted to ascend at the f{atal spot.
MacQuade — himselt  only  twenty-four
yaears of age—pulled him back, saying
in & calm voice: “You are tov young,
sir, to be killed ;7 and then ofering his
own person to the fire, fell dead, pierced
with both balls. Was not his @ higher
iype of courage ¥ And wherein lay the
difference ¥ The former is an example
of proud self-assertion; the latier of sub-
lime self-sucrifice.  You all know, teo,
the story of the wreck of the * Birken-
head,” when, rather than endanger the
lives of the women and children in the
boats, at the command of their captain,
four hundred men fell in on deck by
companies, knowing that the sea below
them was full of sharks and that the
ship could not float until the boats re-
turned ; but they stvod calmly in line,
and uttered not & word until the ship
keeled over and they found o watery
grave. Napier, admiring as he did phy-
sical prowess which shone in actual
ight, yet gives the palm to these men
when he said @ “The records of the
world furnish no parallel to this self-
devotion.™ It was such an exhibition of
sclf-sacrifice,  self-restraint, in which
rather than self-asservtion all true manli-
ness consists.  Self-assertion is so useful
in the contests which are becoming an
important factor in university life that
many are inclined to regard it as the
essence of manly courage, and to look
upon the youth as lacking in manliness
whose physicai constitution wili not al-
Iow him to engage in the hardier games.
But let us remember that bodily strength
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may be degraded by being used savage-
1y and cowardly ; while a delicate frame
may enclose @ brave, true heart. Con-
tempt of pain and danger, however use-
ful and admirable, is an animal and not
a distinetively human, much less manly,

Cquality. A successful athlete may be
coward and 2 brute, while the traly

manly wman can be neither.

Now, moral courage—which consists in
self-sacrificing devotion to what is right
—it is the aim of Christianity to develop.
Decision of character, the ability to sy
“no” to Satay, and “I will” to the
voice of duty—moral back-boune—is 2
noble guality in any youth. Such Puri-
tanism is the moral product of our reli-
gion ; ror Puritanism is not dead to-day
—never will die so long as God and con-
science live. It scems the fashion in
these days for people o speak slighting-
Iy of the Puritans ; but there was more
moral gristle in the litile finger of the
true Puritan than in the whole constita-
tion of lus aesthetic critics. By the mo-
dern uritan I do pot mean the man
who clings tenaciously to all the opinions
for which the seventeenth century Puri-
tans fought and bled, and which may be
10 us meaningless inherited prejudices,
not worth contending for ; but I mean
by the nincteenth century Puritan the
man who has personad conscientious con-
victions, and the woral muscle to defend
them. The religion of the Bible is the
rcligion of conscience—it sends forth
men with highly sensitive moral con-
sciousness, quick to discern between
right and wrony, truth and falschood,
and resdy to hear and to ohey the un-
conditional commands of duty. Dlea-
sure. convenicnee, expediency. all yield
to right—the “cverlasting yea” The
ceffieminate Christian, {he prudential re-
ligionist, the emotion:l pictist,—how sick-
Iy in comparison with the robust Puri-
tan ! Christianity is the best producer
of mortl strength the world has cver
scen. ’

‘The glovy of young men is their spirit-
ual strength s and this, although the
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highest side of man’s natuve, is the one
which is too often neglected. Our spirit-
wil nature is that part of our manhood
by which we realize tiie things of the
spirituzd world ; Ly which we exercise
faith and gain the assurance of things
hoped for, .the firm persuasion of things
not seen. Now, faith has been well de-
fined as “sanctitied imagination,”—it
consists in sceing what is invisible to
the physical eve, hearing what is inau-
dible to the natural ear, grasping whatis
intangible to bodily sense. It is the in-
tuitive faculty by which we realize God
and spiritual things. It is akin to the
poct’s intuition—for the poet is L seer—
one who sees through the veil of the ma-
terial and grasps spiritual truth—* know-
ledge absolute.” as Browning calls it
and the appreciation of poetry may al-
ways be aken as oue mark of a spivitual
nature. Ilow many there are who give
1o time to the cultivaticn of this side of
their manhood. Many yvoung mecn in-
Qulge in reereiations for bodily culuure,
but seem 10 forget that the spiritual na-
ture needs to be recreated too.  Many
develop clear mental vision, but allow
their spiritual eye to become blind ; they
-~ solve koouty intellecwual problems,
but they fail to find God by intuition. by
spiritual communion.  Their reverence
dces not grow with their knowledge :
they give their whole attention {o mental
culture, and allow their spiriu'ml nawre
to suffer atrophy. Ilow offen do we
find that men. who have devoiel them-
selves exelusively to the study of natural
science, sacrifice their spiritual  man-
Iicod ! Ever looking down at the earth—
hammering its rocks, examining its fos-
sil remains, studying its Inws.—forgetful
that thiey are * thinking Goil's thonghts
after Ilim “—they have no time to look
up and to study the phenomena of the
spiritual Ringdom ; until they lose the
desire and the ability to raise their eyes
and minds from the material.  Seeing
only present existences and handling
only material realities, they lose the
power of sceing the invisible aad of
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grasping future and eternal realities. 1
was told not long ago by a friend who
had for some years been an enthusiastie
and  successful  student of natutal
science, that he was gradually losing all
relish for poetry, and that the spiritual
world in which he used {o believe in
carly life was becoming more and more
an unreality to him. IIe made the frank
confession with sorrow. Charles Duw-
win was too busy in scientific research
to look up—to raise his ¢yes to God and
o the spiritual world ; and what was
the result 7 Ife lost his spiritual recep-
tivity ; he forfeited the capacity to ap-
preciate the beauty and the #ruth of
spiritual things. On his own confession,
Milton’'s lofty poetry was unintelligible
to him, and God was an uncertainty.
Others  there arve, again, who acquire
moral strength—who are truthful,
henest, temperate, energetie in works of
social reform—but they do not cultivate
their spiritual nitures—they do not re-
cognize God and train their hearts to
feel His presence ; and they are really
furiher from the Kingdom of God than
are the publicaes and harlots whom in
their zeal they seek to reclaim.  ‘There
is a very possible danger that men may
forfeit their spiritual natures through
lack of cexercise and nourishment; so
that the appeals of the Bible ave o them
in an unkaown tongue—they cannot: feel
the claims of Christ.  Just as blind Tom
laughed at the descripticn of the sunscet,
because he had not eyes to see it just
as Macaulay  thought mathematics a
senseless study, beeause he had not a
mathematical mind to appreciate it:
just as Darwin could not understand
poctry. because e had lest his poetic
capacily by neglect ; so there are men o
whom God and eternity, heaven and
hell. Christ and the judgment day. have
no meaning—noe existence.  They may
he strong physically. menfadly, morlly,
hat spiritually they are dead. They are
e more responsive to the voice of God.
and to the realities of the unseen world,
than is the oye of 2 corpse responsive to
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the beauties of nature, or the ear of a
dead man to the harmony of sounds.
God calls them, but they hecar not His
“ still small voiece ;' visions of the spiri-
tual world are everywhere about them,
but they have no spiritual eyc to see
them ; eternsl realities press upon them,
but they cannot feel them, for their ca-
paeity te perceive spiritual truths has
suffered atrophy—wasted away for want
of nourishment and exercise. I speakin
all earnestuess a sober fact when 1 say
that there is danger lest in your worthy
pursuits of physical eulture and intellee-
tual refinements and moral strength,
you forfeit your spiritual nature by
simply negleeting it Now in youth is
the time {o nurse it into strength. Never
therefore neglect your prayers, and the
devotional reading of the Bibie, and me-
ditation on spiritual truths. Xeep look-
ing up fo God and heaven ; and your
spiritaal vision wili improve. The spiri-
wl, remember, is the completing side
of your nature—that which crowns and
mifies the whole ; without which you
are not i real man, symmetrieal, perfect.
Rest content with no lower aim in life
than complete nianhood—the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.
From what 1 have said, we must all
realize the responsibility which rests up-
on us who are engaged in relizious offort
among young mwen to present in our
lives a stronyg  Christinnity—attractve
and impressive. Quit yeu like men ; be
strong.  Remember {hat what Christ
asks of s disciples primarily, is to be
men. Set forth religion as an intensely
real {hing—not slavisii adlierence to dead
creeds. but an every day working theory
of life—not make-belief, but personal
convictian—not conformity {o iraditional
opinions. but a living experience.  I€
your relizion consists only in subscribing
to ihcological statements for policy’s
sake,—assenting to the formulas of the
Church., not inquiring what they mean,
in order to save your souls.—it can never
e attractive to truth-doving youth. Only
prefess what you actually believe. O



366

for moral muscle to shatier the brazen
serpent of effede orthodoxy ! O ror hero-
ism to discard the wnreal conventionali-
ties of religion. the lifeless ritualism, the
chilling formalism ! O for reformers {o
smite the shams and falselioods of veli-
gion—to sirip off the artificial trappings
which only conceal its natural form—and
to eall men back to the “eternal veri-
ties ! Ploedge yourselves to undying
warfare agtinst religious  affectation,
sentimentalism, makebelief ; and take
your stand like men upon conviction,
naturaliess. the realities of the spiritual
life.

And let it be clearly seen that your re-
ligion is not merely  a restraint—:
straight-waisteoat—a catalogue of prohi-
bitions—but an inspirntion—a producer
of ripe manhood—scending the currents
of manly lifc coursing throuzh your
whole being,  This is what youth craves.
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*Tis life of which our nerves are seant.:
“Iis life, not death. forr which we pant;
Aore life, and fuller, that we want.”

Tresent o Christianity that does neot
devitalize. but which brings with it 2
fuller life—atiractive to liberty-loving
youth. And {o this cend throw open the
doors of your whole nature to the Jife-
giving Spirit of God. Conscerate your
complete manhoad to Christ—your bodies
to bLe the temple of Christ—your intel-
leets to be devoted to the serviee of Him
and His needy brethren—your mord
powers to be used in extending His king-
dom of righteousness—your spiritual na-
tures 10 be made partakers of 1is like-
ness. Fling yourselves unreservedly up-
on Iis aitar, all you have, and are, and
ever hope to be, sayimr: “ Lord Jesus,
receive me: I am thine pow, wholly
thine and thine forever, Amen”

We olider children grope our way.
TFrom dark behind to dark betore :

And only when our hands we Iay,

Dear Lord, in Thing, thie night is day.
And there is darkness nevermore.

Reach downward to the sunless deep,
Wherein our guides are blind as we

And faith is small and hope delays ;

Take Thou the hands of prayer we raise.
And let us feel the light of Thec.

—John Grecaleaf Whitticr.
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INDIRECT TANATION VIEWED FROM AN
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STHICAL

STANDPOINT.

Thie problem of Indircet Taxation may
be viewed cither from a political, from
an cconomical or from an ethical stand-
peint. It really has an ethical or moral
aspect, although from ihis standpoint it
has not, until quite recently. bheen con-
sidered. The time. however. has come
when many politicians and cconomists
are heginning to realize that a system
of taxation must not he adhered 10 sim-
ply on the ground that it is convenient
-—that it ¢an be carried out inm practice
without much irouble. that by it the
largest yevenue can he procured with
the least possible discontent on the part
of the persons taxed. The important
question now is. or ought {o he. Is such
a mode of taxation just, as well as con-
venient ¥ ‘The vindication of any sys-
tem. in oy other light, is inadequate.
Can Indircet Taxation be vinrdicated on
the ground that it is a perectly legiti-
mate mode of raising a revenue ¥ It
would certainly haply much rshuess
to make the swweeping assertion ithat it
is cither just or unjust in every pirticu-
Iar ; hut. to any thoughiful person, there
are many phases of Indirect Taxation
that saver more of injustice than jus-
tice. These it is my purpose to consider
in this ecssay.

Probably there ix no chim put for-
ward more {requently in favor of this
mode of raising at revenue ihan that it
is not felt keenly by the tax-payer : and.
censequently, not followed by as much
discontent as direct methods are. Lot
us consider this plea. Why does the
tax-paver, who contributes, in this in-
direct way. 2 due shate to his couniny’s
revenue, not feel it and conscquently
mauifest discontent 2 No onc. not even
the sirongzest advocates of Indirect Tax-
ation. can say that it is beeause he is

convineed of his moral obligations in
respeel to his action. The only reason
that can be fairly advanced is, that the
person faxed is kept in ignorance of the
fact that he is, in any way, contribut-
ing to the public revenue. From au pure-
Iy ceonomical point of view, this may
be quite satisfactory @ but, {o the mioral-
Ist, it is certainly a vielation of the prin-
ciples of Tight. The transaction is one
in which ihe suceess of the government
is measured by the suceess of its decep-
tion. The govermment, we adinit,. may
have a perfeet right to exact the tax;
while the individual, on the other hand,
may be under a solemn obligation to
pay it So the wrong is not, of neces-
sily, cither in the receiving or the giv-
Ing ; it is rather in the method of exact-
ing—in the deception.

A man may owe me a sum of money,
which I bave a1 right 1o collect. If he
docs not pay when he should. it is my
duty {0 convince him of his obligations
in the maiter by an appeal to his moral
consciousness. If. even then, he fails to
comply, it is perfectly right to compel
him : but. under no consideration. am 1
Justified in obtaining my deserts in any
indireet waoy for thie sake of peace or
the avoidance of discontent. So. in like
manner. the government. that is entitled
to & certain annual sum {rom those who
claim its protection, can never be justi-
ficd in raising that amount in 2 way
calculated to deceive. Iis duty is rather
to mak. its claims frankly and candid-
Iy ; to use cvery legitimate means 1o
convince the subject of his obligations 5
aud. if that fail. to compel him as the
creditor does the neglizent or dishwonest
debtor. From a calm cousideration of
these facts, we ave forced, once for all,
to abandon our defence of Indirect Tax-
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ation on the ground that it is not felt,
and, as a consequence, not foilowed by
discontent.

The tendeney referred to abiove, name-
Iy. that of Keeping the tax-payer in ig-
norance of the amount he contributes,
is manifest wherever this method is em-
ployed : still it is by no means neecessary
that it should be so. When politicians
and cconomists learn to consider what
is right in rezard to taxation rather
than what is expedient. thiere is cevery
reasan to lelieve that they will deal
with the tax-payer in a juster way—
they will no longer strive to deceive,
but unhesitatingly teach the subject his
dutics in respeet to taxation.  Then, but
not till then, will men fully realize that
they are helping to Tule themselves, and
{hat they should take a deeper interest
in publie afinirs.

It bas alse been uwrged in favor of Tu-
direct Taxation, that it is the easiest
method whereby a revenue can be raised
—~—that it causes little or no inconveni-
ence. This is certainly a desirable fea-
turc in any system ; bat, if tlie absence
of inconvenience caxn he iraced, in
large measure at least, to a correspond-
ing absence of justice. will the ease with
which the system ean be carried out
justify uz in adbering to it ?

The man who advocates taxation on
the zround of case rather than justice
will tell us that the best way to raise a
revenmie is by placing a uniform duty
on certain quantities of any particular
article of consumption. 1i= line of ar
- sament will be much as follows (—Every
individual in this country must use teq,
therefore. by imposing a duty of ien
cents per pound on it you will mise a
c¢ertain amount of tax from cverybody,
and thus sccure 2 zood revenue. More-
over, Ly fixing the duty at so inuck per
pound. you will ebviaie the necessity of
custom-house officers perplexing them-
selves regarding the prices of different
grades of 1ca. Such reasening. if in-
tended to prove the ease with which a
syvstem of Tudirect Taxation can be car-
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ried out, is unanswerable. But what
does this absence of inconvenience im-
ply 7 Nothing less than o corresponding
absence of justice. By such a {ree and
casy method. the poor man, who invests
a dollar in twenty-five-cent tea, pays ex-
actly four times as heavy 2 tax as his
rieh neighbor who invests an equal sum
in that which costs one dollar per
pound. The injustice of this is most ap-
parent : and we may ask, whenee docs
it arise ? Is it not from adhering to a
method in virtue of its simplicity ? Re-
move the injustice connected with many
forms of Indirect Taxation, and you will
find their complexity inerecases to such
an extent that ne one would think of
vindicating them. on the ground that
they a-2 more casily worked than direet
methods.

Again. those with a greater regard for
justice claim that. if dutics he imposed,
not according to the quantity. hut se-
cording to the value of all articles of
eonsumplion. the injustice referred to
above is got rid of. and still this method
of rmiaising a vevenue is comparatively
simple. Simple it certainly is : but how
about its justice ? Is it really cquit-
able ? .

Tnder such an arrangement. the poor
man. whoe finds he has to spend all his
income. is taxed on all ;: while the rich
man may not spend one-tenth of his,
and thus be freed from taxation on the
other nine-tenihs. ere: again. the in-
justice is cvident. Why should the man
with an income of $1,000 hie asked to
pay as much iax as he who reeeives
£10.000 ?° This is but another case of
case usurping the throne of justice.

Another phase of Tadireet Taxation.
that is characterized by its Iack of fair-
ness. is that in which a government
imposes a protective tarift for revenue
purposes. S\ hetter example of this can-
not be found tham when a government
imposes 2 heavy duty on imported
goods. with the two-fold aim of raising
a revenue and pratecting home manu-
factures. What are the evident results
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of such & measure ¥ I it proves a real
protection of home manufactures, it
must discourage Importation ; and if, on
the other hand, it discourage importa-
tion, it must, as & consequence, fail to
attain its other aim, namely that of rais-
ing a revenue. By the very nature of
the case, it is impessible to attain both
cnds. One, however, niuy be attained ;
and the likelihood is that it will he the
protection of the manufacturer. The
reason is apparent. The home-manufac-
turer. finding himself thus protected.
cleverly adjusts his prices so as to uu-
dersell the foreign manufuacturer to an
oxtent that will secure the ready sale
of his own goods. Ior exiample, suppos-
ing the manufactured article cost $90.00,
and the duty imposed upon it were
§15.00, then the home manufacturer, by
selling his article for $100.00, could se-
cure a ready buyer. Nor would the pur-
chaser fully realize that, on the $100.00
spent, he had actually paid $10.00 tax,
to go, not into the public treasury, but
into the pocket of his rich manufactur-
ing neighbor. Even lhere, the injustice
is but in its first stage. A year passes
during which the revenue has fallen

short, most appreciably, from the fact
that the fountain, from which it was
expected to flow, was checked at its
source or turned aside to enrich those
who needed it least. And now there is
but one way out of the difliculty. A di-
rect tax must be imposed ; and the pur-
chaser of home-manufactured goods
must be punished for ¢ encouraging
home-manufacetures ” by being forced to
pay another tax—this time, however,
into the public {reasury, not to the
wealthy manufacturer.  We thus see
that a protective tariff for revenue pur-
poses is not only impracticable but in
the highest measure unjust—tending to
make the rich, richer; the poor, still
poorer.

Other objections, from an ethical
stand-point, might be advanced against
Indirect Taxation ; but these will suffice
to show wherein it falls short of the
standard of justice. llowever satisfac-
tory it may prove to the economist and
the political scientist, to the moralist it
displays an array of defeets that de-
mand correction.

J. S. GORDON.

Presbyierian College.

Ask God to show you your duty, and
then do that duty well ; and {from that
point you mount to the very peak of
vision.

—Edward Everett Hale.
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THE FISHERMEN.

QOn the shore of Galilee's sea,
Made classie by divinity,
Walk'd Christ the incarnate Son of God,
Lonely, yet grand, the path He trod ;
Creator of all worlds and spheres,
Heaven's Lord, as man, ‘mong men ap-
pears,
Revealer of God’s boundless grace ;
Great teacher of our fallen race.
His voice creation called from naught,
So vast His power, with wisdom fraught,
And numerous worlds at His command
Cane into being—sea and land.
This wond'rous voice on Galilee's shore,
In words sublime, ne'er heard before,
Ile spake in aceents soft and sweet,
Gentle and loftyr tones to greet
Seme toiling fishermen on the sea,
Whose harvest field was Galilee.
Yo these rough men e gently spake :
“ Follow e, and boats and nets forsake,
» And sishers of men I will you make.”
IVitl: one glad impulse void of fear,
They leave their ships and kindred dear;
Ilis words of life their hearts inspire,
‘Their lives renewed with holy fire,
They follow im wherc’'er He goes,
*Midst kindred, friends or bitter foes.
They saw what Kings desived to see,
And prophets long foretoid should be,
IVho spake in history’s dawning light,
Pat passed away without the sight.

They saw Christ's  wonder-working
power,

They heard His words each day and
hour,

IWith grateful reverence they saf,
Honored disciples at His feet.

Midst days of darkness, doubt and
gloom, .

Hope shattered ip an earthly tomb.

“3IVWe thonght,” said they, “that this
was He.,

“ By whom we all redecmed should be.”

The cross to them was death’s sad dawn,

End of their faith, their hope forlorn.

“1 wo a-fishing,” Peter said,

¢ Now that our fondest hopes are dead.”
“IWe also o along with thee,

“fPo fish again in Galilee.”

And so they went with boat and net,

Aud toiled, and toiled the fish to geat,

And all night long they toiled in vain,

The harvest of the sea to gain.

And when the glorious morn was come,

And in the east the rising sun,

‘The risen Lord ca shore appeared,

With words of joy their hearts He
cheered :

“ My children, have ye any meat 27

The Master's words with which to greet

The dull disciples as they toiled,

Their skill defied, their efforts foiled,

In plaintive words came auswer, “ No !

“IWe've toiled all night ; yes, even so,

< And thougit experienced mel are we,

“ Our nets are empty in the sea”

With wards, divine from off the shore,

From Him whom all Hciven's hosts
adore,

His words who heaven and carth com-
mand,

Spake to the toilers from the laad :

“ Cast in the net, right side of ship,

“And yve shall ind.”  Their nets they
dip,

And lower into the sea's deep trough,

A multitude ! more than cnough

Of fish to fill their nets, they take;

So great the cateh their nets they brake.

With such result from spoken word,

Disciples said : “ It is the Lord ;”

And Peter, as by impulse led,

His fisher's coat, so it is said,

Girt round his loins, in sea did cast

Himself, and to the shere as fast

As his great strength could speed,

Swiin 1o his Lord, in time of need,

An act of penitence and love,

Cutweighs his faults, as it did prove;

For men are weak when sorely tried,

And Peter had his Lord denied.
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The other disciples slowly came,
T'or they were not so much to blame,
Though they had been deserters, too,
Had vot denied their Lord is true.

And now re-union great and strong,
Disciples with their Lord among,
Lasting as time, firm as God's word,
Their faith confirmed by risen Lord.
The great command to them was given,—
The great command to carth, from
heaven,—
“ @Go ye, as fishermen and take,
“rrhe Gospel net, whieh cannot break,
“ And fish for men on every shore,
«rpill all mankind shall Christ. adore.”

This great commission still remains,
Fishers of men seck heavenly gains ;
The sea of life is open wide,

And ebbs and flows-—eternal tide,
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And fish innumerable are therve,
Then, why are Gospel nets so bare ?

Are we like Christ’s disciples dear
Fishing without Christ’s presence near ?
No wonder that we fail to win,

Men from the fishing-sea of sin. .
Christ ever speaks from heaven’s shore,
Clear, gentle, loving, cvermore

“ Let down your net, right side of ship,
“And ye shall find.” Our net we dip,
And lower into the sea’s deep trough

A pentecost ! Yet not enough

Of fish ! Qur net is firm and strong,
Wide as the world, and deep and long.
And while within the tide of time,

Our boats and nets in every clime,
We'll drop our net at His command,
And land our fish on every strand.

GEO. . ARMSTROXG.

London, Ont.

Pleasures are like ponpies spread,

You scize the flower, its bloom is shed;
Or like the saow-flake in the river,

A moment white—then melts forever
Or like the horealis race,

That flit ere you can point their pldce ;
Or like the rainbow’s lovely form,
Evanishing amid the storm.

~—Buras.
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&lonvocation of @Al pril 3rd, 1895.

DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES ; SINGING, READING THE SCRIPTURES AND
PRAYER BY THE REV. JAMES MYLES CROMBIE.

1. Presentation of Prizes, Scholarships and Fledals.

A—-PRIZES.

(1.) PHILOSOPHMICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY’S PRIZES.
Dr. MacVicar’s Bible Class Prizes for Public Speaking, 810 in books, Mr. F. W. Gilmour.

English Reading, ¢ ¢ 3V, Patterson, B.A.
French Reading, « “ E. Curdy.
English Essay, « ‘A, Graham, B.A.

French Essay, « “ E. Curdy.
Presented by Mr. J. S. Gordon, B. 4., President.
(2.) ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE.
The Dr. M. Hutchinson Prize (3rd year only), 210 in books, Mr. James Taylor, B.A.
Presented by A. L. Taylor, Esq., F.R.I.B.A., Lecturer.
(3.) ELoCUTION.

The Dr. . . Kelley Fivst Prize (2nd year), $15 in books, Mr. F. W. Gilmour.
¢ Second Prize (1st year), 10 L ** Angus Grabam, B.A.

Presented by John P. Stephens, Esq., Lecturer.

B-SCHOLARSHIPS, (Special).

(1.) UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS, GAINED AFTER THE CLOSE OF SESSION 1894-95.

The Lord Mount Stephen, 1st year, - 850 - Mr. Hector Mackay.
The Stirling, - - 2nd year, - - 50 - - ¢ J.C. Robertson.
The Drysdale, - 3rd year, - 50 - “ N. D. Keith.
The Xrskine Church, - 4th year, - - 50 - - A, Graham, B.A.

Presented by Sir J. W. Dawson, K.C.M.G., LL.D,, F.R.S., &e.

(2) FRENCH SCHOLARSHIPS.

The Thomas Houston Scholarship, Theological — 340 - - Mr E. H. Brandt,
The William Ross “. « 40 - ¢« P. E. Beauchamp.
The Hamilton (MceNab St.), Literary, 40 - - « E. Curdy.

The Thomas Houston, e 35 - ¢« V. Genova.

Presented by the Rev. C. E. Amaron, M. A.
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(3) GAELIC SCHOLARSHIS.

The Dr. McEachran, . . - 25 - - Mr. Hugh Leitch.

The Farquhar Robertson, - - - 25 - ¢ A, MacCullum.
The Alex. MacLennan, - - - 25 - - ¢ Hector MacKay.
The Alex. MacMillan, - - - 25 ¢ Allan S. MacLean.

Presented by the Rev. Neil MaeNeish, B.D., LL.D.

(4) THE NOR-WEST SCHOLARSHIP.

The James Henderson Scholarship, - $25 - - Mr. J. R. Douglas.
Presented by Professor A. \W. McGoun, B.C.L,

(3) THE LOCHEAD SCHOLARSHIP.

The Lochead Scholarship, - - - $40 - Mr. J. J. L. Gourlay.
Presented by F. W. Kelley, Esq., Ph.D., M. A,

C—-SCHOLARSHIPS, (Theological and General.).

(1) ORDINARY GENERAL PROFICIENCY.

The Walter Paul, 1st year - - $50 - Mr. M. Macintosh.

The Balfour, 2nd year, - 30 - - ‘¢ D. D. Millar.

The Crescent St., *3rd year, - - 30 - ¢ D. Hutchizon, B.A.
The Hugh MacKay, 3rd year, - 60 - - f¢ A, Mahafly, B.A.

Presented by the Rev. Proressor Ross, B.D., M. A.

(2) GENERAL PROFICIENCY IN HONOUR AND ORDINARY WORK.

The Anderson, 1st year, . - 8100 - Mr. A. Graham, B.A.
The John Redpath, 1st year, . 50 - - ¢ \W. Bremner, B.A.
The David Morrice,  2nd year, - - 100 - ¢ J.S. Gordon, B.A.
The William Brown, 2ad year, - 50 - - ¢ Geo. Gilmore.

Presented by the Rev. Professor Scrimger, D.D., M. A.

D—MEDALS.
THE STUDENT'S GOLD MEDAL, BEING HIGHEST AWARD OF THE YEAR FOR ALL WORK,
TASS AND HONOUK,

Awarded to - - - - - - - Mr. A. Mahaffy, B.A.
The Silver Medal - - - - - - ¢ . Hutchison, B.A.
Presented by the Rev. Professor Campbell, LL.D.

2. Conferring Degrees in Divinity.

A—BACHELORS OF DIVINITY.

Rev. W. M. Tuits, B.A. Rev. G. C. Pidgeon, B.A. Rev. J. R. Munro, B.A.

Presented by the Rev. Professor Serimger, D.D., M.A.
28
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B—DOCTORS OF DIVINITY IN COURSE.

The Rev. T. Snyder, B.D., M.A., Ph.D.

Presented by the Rev. Professor Coussirat, D.D., M. A,

The Rev. S. Lyle, B.D. - -

Presented by the Rev, Professor J. Clark Murray, LL.D.

Preston, Ont.

Hamilton, Ont.

C—~DOCTORS OF DIVINITY, (Ilonoris Cansa.)

The Rev. John Crombie, M. A,

Smith’s Falls, Ont.

Presented by the Rev. A. B. Mackay, D.D.

The Right Rev. Bishop Cridge, - -

The Rev. Daniel MacDonald - -

Victoria, B.C.
. - . Efate, New Hebrides.

Presented by the Registrar.

3. Adoresses, eic.

1.—Valedictory Address,

- By Mr. D. Hutchison, B.A.

2.—Presentation of Diplomas to the Graduates of the Year, namely :

Mr. P. E. Beauchamp,
¢ J. J. L. Gourlay.
* D. Hutchison, B.A.
¢ \V, Patterson, B.A.

Mr. A. Mahaffy, B.A.
¢ J. P. Maclnnes. s
‘¢ N. MacLaren.
« J. Taylor, B.A.

Mr. A. MacViear, B.A.
W. I. NMorison.
““ P. D. Muir, B. A,

By the Reverend the Principal.

3.—Address to the Graduating Class,
4.—Closing Remarks -

- The Rev. John Crombie, D.D., M. A,
By the Reverend the Principal.

Bhe Bensdiclion was pronouugsd by e Reu. Dr. Fyle.

—RRRR——

VALEDICTORY.
By D. HurcHisoy, B.A.

Rev. Principal, Members of Convocation,
Fellow-Students, Ladies and Gentle-
nen —

To-night, as we of the class of '05 are
called upen to sever the ties that have
hitherto bound us to our Alma Mater,
we pause for a moment to bid the wont-
ed adicu. We entered college with hope

buoyant aud courage high, but at this,
tlie end of our college life, we have to
confess in the words of Sydney Swmith,
that many of the things we had hoped
to accomplish, were but “ the dreams of
a dreamer who dreams that he has been
dreaming.” Hitherio we have been toil-
ing as collegiate children and youths,
but now the moment has come when we
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are called upon to cast off the dress of
youth, assume the guarb of colleginte
manhood, leave the shelter of our Alma
Mater, and face life as a stern reality.
While in college, we have a large part
of our time been students of the religion
of Christ, but now we must be leaders
and tenchers of Christianity. As such,
we bhave fallen on perilous times. The
age fs one of uneasiness and \mrcst.; an
age auti-degmadic and impatient of tltc
supernatural. The spivit off the times is
essentially that of criticism. Literature,
laws, institutions, forms of ;;ovcrmncul',.
man, society, the ultimate prineiples ot
right and wroug, and all things c]s?, are
being examined and criticized as 1 no
previous age. Old theories, old laws, ol
systems, old ideas of government, have
been critieally examined and relegated
to the obscurity of the past Ana it
-vould indeed be strange, if amidst all
this unrest and transition, and wild
commotion and storm, did not Chris-
tianity come in for its share of examina-
tion and criticism. Curistianity has
been and is being eritically examined
and put to the test in every conceivable
way. Many fear the consequences, but
the Christian should be the last to trem-
ble at the examination of his faith by
science or criticism. 1 he believes in 2
controlling Providence, and believes that
Lis Faith rests on a foundation of ISter-
1l ruth, why should he fear ? Such
fear is an evidence of the absence of
faith, or, at least, of its weakness, for

«pig only the usurper’s diadem,
That shakes at touch of light, revealing
fraud.”

In such a critical age, an age in which
we are so frequently told Christianity is
now 2 useless and dying thing in the
world. we of the graduating class natur-
ally ask ourselves: * What have we to
offer to the world ? Have we a worth-
less nostrum to offer mein, or have we
something of value ? Have we a weak.
dying religion, or have we something

potent and permanent 2 MeGill Col-
lege sends this year from her medical
school, firty-three men to be co-workers.
with the Creator in batling with and
healing discase, and in alleviating the
sufferings which sin has brought into the
world of humanity. I'rom {he Faculty
of Law, men will go forth io assist in
upholding good order and justice i the
state. While these men in their different
professions have something of value to
offer ithe world, have we something of
value as well 2 Such is the question
that comes to us to-night with over-
whelming power. If Christianity is now
powerless .and dying, and the pagan
civilization of Athens and Rome in many
respects superior to our Christian civili-
zation. then what need for us to give
our lives to the work of preaching
Christ ¥ Tor, “breathes there 2 man
with soul so dead,” who would desire to
spend his life in 2 work uscless to carth,
and uscless to eternity ?

wWhat has Christianity done for the
werld 2 Taking a hasty and supevficial
view, and laying aside its higher truths,
let us test its worth by what it has done.

At the time of its introduction into the
world. pagan eivilization had reached
its zenith. Agriculiure, commerce, liter-
ature and art flourished, as in no other
age.  Yet at the national heart lay :
neral canker-worm, slowly cating out
its highest and noblest life.  Matthew
Arnold vividly deseribes the condition of
society in Rome, when he says i —

“ Om that bhard, pagan world, disgust
And seeret loathing fell,
Deep weariness and sated lust
Made human life a hell.”

To purify the world and remove
“man’s inhumanity to man.” Chris-
Uanity met the world’s need by giving
an ideal, moral standard, embodied in
a living person—Christ. Other moral
standards had been set up in codes or
creeds. But a code or creed not founged
on i person, is powerless to lead men
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to virtue. In a moral code of dead rules
is no power to help men. In a crced is
no power to help men, only in so far as
it reveals behind that creed a living per-
sonal helper.

The moral snd philosophical codes
and creeds said to men : *Be good.”
But men struggling against sin know
that command is but a mockery of their

weakness.  They neced one who is
“mighty to save.” Christianity came

ideal standard and said:
«ippere is your ideal. Be God-like.”
And along with this command, there
comoes a subtle, persuasive, energizing,
all-inspiring foree to help man on to-
wards that ideal—the force of love. The
love of God for man, which evokes the
love of man for God. A man never can
de the right unless the right is sympa-
thized with and loved. Christianity pro-
claimed Christ as the one great object
of loyalty and love. If Christ is loved
Dby the subjeet, that subjeet will be loyal,
anad if he is loyal, that is loyalty 1o right,
for right is Christ, and Christ is right.
Phis has given the very highest type of
character the world has seen. Chris-
tianity forms the highest kind of charac-
ter, and character is power. A man’s
greainess is not in his wealth, on learn-
ing, or culture, but in his character.
Again, Christianity has created 2 pub-
lic sentiment antagonistic {o vice and
<in in every form. TFormerly, a man
might be guilty of fraud, or injustice, or
cruelty, or commit the most heinous of
sins. or be false to the most sacred, pri-
+vate or public trust, and yet have his
conduet approved, or even culogized.
But Christianity has actively inculeated
principles of truth, and justice, and hu-
manity.  And now, who dares to ap-
prove or culogize crime or sin? Who
dares to approve or culogize cruelty, or
injustice. or fraud, whether individual,
social. political or national ?  Look, for
example, at the outburst of public indig-
nation which swept over the civilized
world when the press reported that the
Japanese had sunk the Chinese traus-

with  its
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port steamer ‘ Kow-Chung,” and had
shot the defenceless soldiers while strug-
aling in the water., Mark again, the ex-
pressions of horror and indignation over
the recent Armenian outrages. In both
cases the resentment shown was the
creation of Christianity. This sentiment
has made nations more humane in their
treatment of foreigners; and has led the
nations to co-operate in crushing out
crime and bringing wrong-doers to jus-

tice. Itor the criminal there is now no
eseape.  The law follows him to the

world’s end. “ Justice,” said Burke, “is
the common cause of the nations.”
Christianity has revoiutionized govern-
ment. The Greeks and Romans placed
the State before the individual. So
long as the State was prosperous and
powerful, it mattered not whether the
individual subject, and the homes of the
country were purc and happy. The sub-
Jeet existed for the good of the State,
not the State for the good of the subject.
But Christianity reversed this, and
taught that government has the right to
exist, only for the highest well-being of
the subject. No ancient nation ever held
such a conception of government as this.
Christianity aims at the abolition of
every inhuman or unjust law, and at
the establishment of laws and. institu-
tions on a just and moral basis. In
principle, it is opposed to all anarchy,
political corruption and despotism. It
fills the ruler with a sense of his obliga-
tion to the subject, and his responsibili-
{y to God, and fills the ruled with a
spirit of true patriotism, virtue and loy-
alty. And whether the government be
i monarchy, arvisteeracy or democracy,
Christianity tends to promote peace, to-
leration, humanity, justice and liberty.
When we look at the map of the world,
we find that in those countries where
Christ’s religion is the purest, there the
people enjoy the greatest liberty and
happivess.  While on the other hand,
where there is an impure Christianity or
a false religion, the people live under a
curse, civil and political. Christianity
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is the mighty principle to which we owe
our {ree institutions, and all the civil
and political liberty we enjoy.

1t was Christianity, too, that inculeat-
c¢d active charity, so that for the first
time in the history of mankind, the sick,
the unfortunate, the suffering, and those
afllieted with hideous discase, became
objects of sympathy, compassion, assis-
iance and ecare. The result of this is
seen in the ercetion of hespitals, alms-
Liouses, orphanages, ragged schools and
other institutions of the kind. Before
Christ, these did not exist. Rome and
Athens had no hospitals. That magnifi-
cent building, the Royal Victoria Iospi-
1a], is but the crowning work of this
spirit of charity given to the world by
Mim who “went about doing good.”
This, too, is the spirit that lies at the
root of the advance of medical scicnee,
and the consequent blessings it has
brought to suffering men.

To Christianity. too, we owe the eleva-
tion of art and literatuve. for she gave
to men new ideals and new inspiration.
Dante, Pope, Milton, Shakespeare and
Tennyson were steeped in Hebrew and
Christian thought and ideas, and owe to
these the inspiration that produced the
creations of their noblest genius.

This is but the least conceivable frac-
tion of the influence of Christianity on
the world, and greater than all, is what
I have not mentioned, its cure for sin.
‘Phis is what we have to give the world.
Christianity ! that which has given to
the world the highest possible moral
ideal, and the highest moral life, assu-
aged human suffering, ameliorated the
world’s wWrongs. relieved human waats
and woes, made men morce manly, so-
ciety more humane, subjeets more loyal.
more happy and more prosperous, and
rovernments less despotice, and more use-
ful and more just.

And Christianity has not lost its
power. It is more potent to-day than
ever. It is progressive. It must be un-
true to its ‘principles before it can be
stagnant like Oriental religions. It is
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evolution of the highest kind. The char-
acter of the Christian must be progres-
sive. The Christian nation must be pro-
gressive ; progress towards a  higher
civilization, a higher type of national
character, a more perfect society, and a
more perfect government; for the end
and aim of Christianity is to make a per-
feet individual, a perfect Society, o per-
fect nation and a perfect world.

Christianity is a spiritual force, and
that is the greatest of all forces. Rail-
ways, steam and eleetric power, fac-
tories, workshops and commeree ave not
ihe world’s elemental civilizing powers.
Behind these lies soul.  Behing these
lie ideas, and these wmaterial things are
but effects or consequences. It is the
soul that controls the world for good or
ill, and not wealth or military power.
Our work is with soul. We present a
living Christ who gives to men the
highest type of soul. This must tell on
the nation, and on the world, and on cter-
nity. Is our work not then important ?
Is what we offer not of the highest
value ?  Christianify is the mightiest
power for good that has ever touched
the world, and may God help us to so
teach it in its purity, that it may ac-
complish through us God's purposes in
the world.

And now comes the sad duty of say-
ing our farewells. Our class numbers
cleven., Its characteristic feature is that
it is the most modest class that has
graduated for some time. T'wo things
we have learned in coilege. Our own
ignorance, and how to work. Two of
our number, taking Greeley's advice, go
to the far west, where they bhave deter-
mined by preaching the Gospel. to lessen
the expenses of government, by bring-
ing about a state of things in which the
mounied police force will be banished
from the country, because no longer ne-
cessary. Four of our members will, in
all probability, settle in the vicinity of
the Dominion Capital, where they will
do what they can to keep the politics of
the capiial pure. One of our number,
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we think him the nobiest of the class,
has olfered himself for service in a hea-
ithen Lind. During his college career, he
Iiis never so much as mentioned his
cherished wish fo any, but at the end
he gives himself.  Should he o, our
prayers amd best wishies for his success
will fellow him fo the lonely land in
which e may labor.  The remaining
members of the class will in ali probi-
bility settle in the older jrtris of our Do-
minion where heir influence will be-
come i factor in moulding ibe life and
character of our young nadon.

With deepest gratitnde 16 our profes-
sors, we suy farewelll.  We trust you
have imparted to us your fearless spirit
in denouneing wrong, your spirit of 1ib-
cerality and tolettion, your manly and
itidependent love of truth, and above 2l
your nerfect teust in the infinite love
and resources of your God, and your un-
wavering faith in the power of His Son
to save and bless the world. Our obli-
gation to you is of an intellectual and
spiritasl Kind, and can never be repaid.
Yet we trust, that in years to come, you
may be gladdened in heart by seeing
vour infiucncee werking through us in
deepening the hold, and extending the
work in the world of the Master whom
vou love and serve.

Lo you, the citizens of Montreal, we
say favewell. We sincerely thank you
for the kinduness shown in welcoming us
to xour churches and homes. And if L
times you found us slow to respond to
your invitationsy, it was not, we assure
you. throuzh any lack of apprecintion
on our part, hut hecause of the incessmt
t0il of college life.

I saying good-bye to the wndergradu-
ates, we have lttle to say.  We have
had mdvice given ourselves on, similar
occasions, but it went for naught. We
did as we chose, and you will do the
same. In o short time you too will be-
come so learned, that you

“Could a hair divide,
Between the west and north-west side,”
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and will form the graduating class. We
hand you over to the tender mercies of
the second year men, and can only hope
their tender mercies may not he cruel
Make the most of your college life.
Vain regrets at its close are uscless, for

“The moments we forego,
Bternity itself cannot retrieve.”

Now, fellow-graduites, we have to say
rood-hye to one another. In @ short
time we will be sceattered across the
Iength and breadih of our land. A life
of toil lies before us. But work is the
law of success, and the human being
who does not engage in work of some
kind in this world, lives a life uscless to
carth and heaven.  Let us with uo-
wavering faith in the omnipotence and
love of our God, unite in batile against
the common foe of munkind, and our
lives must be 2 blessing to the world
tlivoughout all time, and throughout
clernity. Longfellow teils us in the ro-
nuinee of “ rlyperion,” how Paul IFlem-
ing. while wandering in despair in Swit-
zerlangd, one day entered o chapel and
reid this inscription © “ ook not mourn-
fully into the past, it comces not back
again. Wisely improve the present, it
is thine. Go forth to mect ithe shadowy
future without fear and with a manly
heart:”” Young Fleming said, “ 1 will be
strong,” and went farth determined to
live au usceful life for his fellow-creatures
andd for his comntry.  So, like Paul Flem-
ing. it is uscless for us to look mourn-
fully into the past.  There may to-
night he vain regrets of time wasted or
carelesness in work. but the past. is gone
forever. The future may he ours. The
present is ours. Let us wisely improve
it in working for God and for men, and
not ,

“ Deem the irrevocable past
As wholly wasted, wholly vaiu,
If rising on its wrecks, at last,
Lo something nobler we attain”
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ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS.

By e Rev. J. Cronmg, D.D., Smiti’s Fants, ONT.

Gentlemen of the Graduating Class.

1 have been asked by the Senate o
address you on the completion of your
theological course, and in  prospect of
soon entering upon the more inmediaie
and active work of the Christinn minis-
try. I do so with considerable hesita-
tion, as I have never been present at
such i meeting befors, or addressed
gentlemen in the position you occupy to-
night. In consequence, I am very much
at aloss to know what line of thought to
pursue. so as to say something that
might be helpful {o you as you bid fure-
well to these halls where you have spent
the past years in preparation and are
now ahout t{o go forth to your chosen
work. If spared, you expect soon to re-
ceive the imprimatur of the Church as
Licentintes and Irobationers ror a call
You are about to close the life of the
student and to begin the life of the
preacher. Permit me, then, my young
friends. at this particular stage of your
professional career, to bespeak vour at-
tention for u short time to the special
need in the present day of i pious and
an educated minisiry. The Presbyterian
Churel, in common with all other cvan-
gelical Churches, expects znd requires
that ihose who would undertake the
work of her minisiry be men of God,
men who have themselves felt the power
of Divine grace in their own hearts, and
who. on reasonable zrounds, have come
to the conclusion that they have been
called of God to preich the Gospel.
Personal piety must lie at the founda-
tion. and form an essential clement in
the character of ke Gospel messenger.
As an ambassador from God to a wehal
world. he must himself be the friend of
God and in full sympaily with the mind
of Christ. whose message of reconcilin-
tion he proclaims. There was a time in
onwr DPresbyterian Church when the
oflice of the Christian ministry was
Tooked forward to and entered upon as

i highly respectable profession, one to
be desired on account of the position of
respectability and influence it gave and
the muderial income it secured. Sons
were edueated by their parents with ihe
prospect and promise of 2 church (as it
wis then called) whether they possessed
the essential  qualdificadons of @ heart
filed with ihe love of God, and the con-
sciousness that they had been ealled by
Hix grace 1o the work of the ministry.
Happily such u state of things does not
exist among us, where we have no State
Churels, or State endowments to tempt
men {o enter the minisury for the world-
Iy posiiion it gives in the community. or
the stipend it secures. But while such
a state of things may not exist among
us to the same extent as in the lands
where Preshyterianism is recognized by
the Slate. or its ministers niore liberally
supporied thar in this Canada of owrs,
at the same time we are not attogether
delivered from the possibility of men
sceking the office of the ministry and
thrusting themselves forward from mo-
fives of a more or less worldly charcter
cven in this land, and in our own
Church with its limited but assured
measure of income, and the respectable
pesition in the community it carries with
it.  Such. my young friends, I have no
reason to believe has led you thus far
in your course ; but as you have reached
to-night 2 point in your official training
which calls for close Qealing with your
own hearts, it were well to pause and
answer 1o yourselves the question which
must soon he aunthoritatively put to you
hefere you receive the charge of  con-
gregation, “ Are zeal for the glory of
God. and 1 sincere desire for the salva-
tion of souls your great motive and chief
inducement: to enter the Christian minis-
try ?7  Better stop now, and proceed
no further, unless you have a clear call
1o preach the Gospel, and are impelled
By an carnest desire to save souls, other-
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wise the work of the ministry will soon
become an irksome duty, and vou wili
have no satisfiiction and no comfort in
the discharge of it.

To persomil piety there must be added
a certain amount of educational wain-
ing. The Presbyterian Church has al-
ways insisted on w high standard of
literary gualification in these on whom
she Iays her hands in ordination, and
while the raining in the university and
in the theological hall may have been
perhaps too much insisted upon in cer-
tain cases, to the overlooking of the
fundamental qualifiecations of o heart
changed by Divine grace. and a life con-
secriated to the serviee of the Redeemer,
at the same time i€ ever there wias &
period in the Church's history when
men of culture, men fully abreast of
the times in sacred and sceeular learning
were needed to oceupy our pulpits, it is
surely the days in which we live. You
do not need to he reminded that the pre-
sent are sifting aad trying times. \When
formeny undguestiotred beiieds are heing
questioned, and every part of revelation
put into the crucible to be tested aud
tried, and it would surcly be a deplor-
able state of things were the aceredited
defenders of the truth found to waver
and he unable to give a reason for the
faith that is in them, unable to meet the
opposers in their chosen ficld, whether

of literary or scientific rescarch. Gt b
firm grasp of the truth yoursvlves

Have strongz convictions if xou would
produce  stronyg convictions in  others.
The Gespel minister reproduces himself
in hig stated hearers; and i€ he is 2
waverer or is accustomed to express
doubts himself, he need not be aston-
ished if he soon find v plentiful crop of
doubicrs amony his heavers. Bver speatk
as men who have examined awd heen
established in the truths you proclaim,
if you would carry conviction to the
licarts of your hearers and see the re-
sults of it in their daily lives. A pious
and a learned ministry is what the pre-
sent times require. . The first of these
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s0 essential that it can in no circum-
stance be dispensed witlh, the other ex-
ceedingly to be desired at all times, and
in the present day so necessary as to
be almost in all cases insisted upon from
those who would be invested witih the
oflice of the ministry.

Did time permit, 1 would like to say
something which might be of service to
you when you have been sent forth as
preachers of the Gospel. I must content
myself with few words. Pirst, let me
say. be prepared to o wherever you are
sent. Refute the accusation that has
become somewhiat commmen, that the
youny ministers of the present day arve
anxious not only for an carly settlement
but must choose the best vacancivs with-
in their reach. Be prepared to take the
first opening the Mead of the Church
presents for your service. Be it @ mis-
sion ficld, or a weak and supplemented
charge, or  charge in a remote and
hackward setilement Do not seck to
carve out your own lot. e ready in
the spirit of scelf-sacrifice to =ay, * Here
am I, send me.” If the dord has a high-
er field and higher work for you, ldis
Providence will indicate XIlis purpose,
and e will in due time call you up
hizher.

Amuin let me say, Be not over-anxious
about results.  T.ong for. and be not
satisfied without sceing some fruits of
your labors, but be not impatient should
you notgather them il at once. Be not
in haste to leave the ficld where you have
bheen dlaced in the Providence of God,
exeept yYou have clear proofs that Your
work is done.  Remember some sceds
are slow {0 germiindte, sand some soils
take 2 long tme to bring to perfection
thie seeds committed to them. I you do
not see immedinge results, wait patent-
iv. you may need the training. Results
are God's not yours—the harvest will
come in due time, the sowing must go
before the reaping. After nearly hadfa-
century in the miaistry, we are only now
and again hearing of bienefit received
long yecars ago.
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Nor would it be out of plice if I should
finally say to you, Cherish a Kindly re-
membrance of your Alma Mafer, and as
you have opporumity do what you can
to promote its interests and inerease its
efficiency. 1t were not too much to sk
you to adopt the words 1 was taught to
us¢ on receiving my fivst degree, and
individually to =ay, *“ Deinde huic acit-
demiae cui ingenii culturam debeo bene-
volentiam quam potero me relatmrum

sanete promitto.”  Go forihr then, my
young friends, in the strength of the
Lord and in the power of His might.
Give yourselves wholly to the work of
the ministry, and may the Great 1fead
of the Church own and bless you, and
make you able and successful ministers
of the New Testument, in gathering in
wanderers into the fold of Christ and in
edifying  and comforting His folded
sheep.

S Yy Y/ S—

STATEMENT BY PRINCIPAL MacVICAL

Two hundred and sixty-three volumes
were this session added to the Library,
chiefiy through the kindness of Messr
David Morrice and A. C. Clark, to whom
we tender cordial thanks. I am glad to
say that the library has been more fully
used than in any previous year, about
one thousand volumes having been tiaken
out by professors and students.

Eighty-four students were curolled
with us during the past winter, and
their general health, diligence and suc-
cess were highly gmatifving.  Eleven
have completed ihe curricnlum and re-
ceived their diplomas.

We now close the twenty-cighth secs-
sion of tiis college, and the record of
this pesiod is one of marked progress.
We began in 1867 with iittle or nothing.
our only property being a1 few pliin
desks and book-cases containing the nu-
cleus of what has already become
valuable library of over Lwelve thousind
volumes.

Our bhuildings, libruy, scholarships
and  endowments testify to the Jarge
hearted liberadity of the founders and
hencfactors of the institution, and the
ountconte of the work of the class-romns
has Kept pace with this menerosity.
With the additions made to-night, we
have upon the voll of our alumni over
two lmndred and thirty nanies, and of

S.

1liese, more than one hundred and fifty
are serving the Master within  the
YHouiis of the Synod of Montreal and
Ottawa. )

At the time of the incention of the
college it was found, for various rea-
sons. well-nizh impossible to provide
missionaries and ministers for Eastern
Ontario, ithe Valley of the Ottaws, and
the Province of Quebec. This was
very serious state of things, aad if al-
lowed to continue would have weaken-
cd the Church. checked her growth. and
led to many dixastrous consequences. It
wis urged by our founders, on the floor
of Synod and Assembly, that the ditfi-
culty could be removed and these cvils
could he averted by {raining men
for the ficld within its hounds in this
metropolitan city and in alliance with
our zreat Protestant University. 1t
was contended that loyal Preshyterians
woulid not fail to respond to the call of
duty in this matter, and the soundness
of the arguments thus advanced, more
than a quarter of 2 century ago, is
shrown to-night hy the £acts which I have
just stated. We have, by the grace of
God. more than met the destitution then
50 clamant, and we have done so, and
mean to coatinue to do so. in a way
which sccures general apprebation. In
L true patriotic and cosmopolitan spirit
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Ave unite various races in our class-
reoms—men speaking five or six differ-
ent languages—and thus seek to bind to-
other in Christian harmony {he diverse
clements of our youtbful nation. It is
well known that the pepulation of the
Dominion is heterogencous; and no oune
will deny the vight of all to hear in thejr
“own tongues the wonderful works of
God.” Lo sccure this, we have lectures
in English, French and Gaelic. There
are in Ontario alone, I am credibly in-
formed, at least twenty congregations
in which o knowledge of Gaedie is in-
dispensable to the ministers, and it is
anNecessAry to =y how extensive the
demand is for Freneh,  In view of these
facts we aim at heing thoroughly praeti-
cal. keeping in all respeets abreast of
tlie needs of our country and age, aud
fitting ourselves into our environment
Ly preparing men 10 minister effectively
10 the people in the languages which are
dear to their hearts.

Rut while this is the e¢ase, I do not
wish to conveyr the impression that the
college is in any sense provineial or local.
The very opposite is the fact. Its FFac-
uliy, Senate and Board of Mamiganent
breathe a healiy spirit of true catholi-
chiy. It is as broad as the Word of God
in its views and aspirazions. While be-
Zinning at home, and giving special at
1ention to paris adjacent, it sceks to ex-
tend its Christian intluence and useful-
ness 10 the ends of the carth, and thus
to act upon the Saviour's declarition
that “ihe field is the world”  To us.
Ilome and Foreign Missions are one—
only wtwo departinents of the once greit
enterprise- We therefore rejoice in be-
ing faithfully represented by our alwni
in England, the United States and ail
tli¢ provinces of the Dominion, as well
as in foreizm countries. Our students
are drawn from this wide area. and our
graduates are pasiers in chief cities and
towns., sueh as Quebee, Moutreal, Otta-
wa. PPembroke, Perth. Peterhioro, Brock-
ville. Bowmanville, ‘Toronto, Brampton,
iIamilton, London, Chatham and Vie-

toria on the Pacifie coast, as well as
vigorous missiomaries in some of the
roughest and bardest fields in the Do-
minion east and west. A large number
of onr most energetic men are scettled in
the North-West, and no fewer than four-
teen of our students were last week ap-
pointed to Manitoba and British Colum-
bia. to act as missionaries during the
summer, while two of our I’rofessorial
staff are to leeture in the Manitoba Col-
lege at the sune time, without drawing
their salary from that institution. Thus
it scems to me that we make a con-
siderable contribution to the enlighten-
ment and spiritual ood of that great
and growing country.  And we must
never forget those of our number who
have borne the Gospel to forcign knds,
1o .\sia, and India, and China.  Their
faith and seclf-sacrifice deserve commen-
dation upon all occasions.

Dut while thus pre-cminently mission-
ary in our activity, we have steadily
Aised the standard of theological ledrn-
ing by our onor Courses and exacting
examinations.  To this fact many can
bear witness.  These examinations are
in part conducted by distinguished gen-
tlemen who are not members of the
teaching stafl.  We have {aken udvan-
taze of cvery modern improvement in
P’cdagogics ovr the science and art of
teaching, and have not disregarded hints
and suggestions coming from friend or
fee, from the pulpit the pew or the
press. I oonly qualify this statement by
the remark that, while we teach very
much that cannot he reported, and 2
great deal that was not taught in theo-
Icgical seminavies twenty or thirty
Years ago, it is obhviously impossible to
compass every ficld of theology, churceh
Iaw, practical godliness, pastoral over-
sight, training of the young, cte., in
three brief sessions of six mouths each,
but, in order to success, we count upon
zood men continuing to Lie hard students
as long as they live. One other word in
this conuection. I respectfully remind
you that it belongs to the teachers of
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public schools, Iligh Schools, and the
professors in Faculties of Avts, to train
voung men in Lnglish, Latin, Greek.
Y.ogic, Philosophy, and so forih. 1t
there are defects in these 'dop:mlnonts,
let the responsibility rest where it be-
longs. Our work bhegins with students
after they have passed through these
branches and enter upon higher studies,
and it goes without saying that the more
thorough the enlture in all that is ele-
mentary and preparatory, {he  greater
will be our pleasure and success.
Finally, the results of the past session
and of our past history are such as
should inspire us with thankfulness and
conrage. But we camiot stand still
We must go forward. With such a re-
cord as we have already made, why
should not ihe college rise {o far greater
eminence. It may bhe said that this mo-
ment is not opportunc to vroject nNew
undertakings, and yet those who are
sustaining the work in its present posi-

tion, and who are possibly contemplat-
ing greater things in future, might just
Iy find fault with me did I not inthmate,
from time to time, that much remains
to be done in order to place the college
in the position which it deserves to
oceupy.  Many of our seholarships ave
not: endowed, and they are not as large
or as numerous as they should he. Our
zeneral endowment is quite inadequate
for the purposes of annual revenue. We
should have endowed foundations for
speciad lectureships, enabling ns to take
advantage of the talent and learning of
the Church and of the gifts of spucialists
beyond Canada.  We should have tra-
velling fellowships by which distinguish-
ed students might visit other seats of
learning for post-graduate studies.

In 2 word, we should have all the ap-
plinnees by which to meet the universal
denand for thoroughly equipped men in
the ministry.  May the Lord constrain
and c¢nable his people to provide these
things in due course. Amen.

The petition, * Lead us not into temp-
tation.” is the prayer of Christian hu-
mility, conscious of its own weakness.
1f this prayer is truly offered, it may
supersede the necessity of temptation.
If we are already conscious of our own
weakness, we may not need the trial
which is sent to show us our weakness.

—James Freeman Clarke.
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SAILING SONG.

Oh, the ship sails east. and the ship sails west,
And the wind comes, and the rain;
But the storm will die
When the clouds drift by,
And the sun comes back again, brave hearts,
And the sun comes back again! .

Refrain —So what cave we

Tho’ winds blow free,

And the waves roll mountains high !
Well trim our sails
As we meet the gales,

And when calm comes we'll lie by,

b.\.» b.\‘:’-
When calm comes we'll lie by !

Ob, the sun wheels west as the earth turns east,
And tbe night comes, and the day;
And change will back
O’er the world-old track,
Till our young heads grow gray, brave hearts,
Till our young heads grow gray!

Refrain :—But what care we

Tho’ winds blow froe,

And the waves roll mountains high !
IWe'll frim our sails
As we meet the gales,

And when calm comes we'll lie by,

by * by D
When calm comes we'll lic by !

So sing we still, let chance what will,
While the cloud comes, and the sun;
Till the anchor drops,
And the good ship stops,
And the long sea-trip is done, brave hearts,
And the long sea-trip is done !

Refrain :—For what care we

Tho’ winds blow free,

And the waves roll mountains high !
We'll trim our sails
As ‘we meet the gales,

And when ealm comes we'll lie by,

by, by,—
When calm comes we'll lie by !

R. MACDOUGALL.
Cambridge, Mass.
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PSATLM 107.

“ Praise our God, for He is good,
TFor His mercies, ever sure,
From cternity have stood,
' N To eternity endure.”

Let the ransomed thus rejoice,—
Gathered out of every land,

g Whom He hath, O gracious choice !

Plucked from the destroyer's hand ;

. From the east and from the west,
From the north and from the sea,—
‘ Offer thanks, ye greatly blessed,
To our God, for good is He !”

Wandered they a pathless waste,
Found no city where to dwell ;
Hunger tried their soul and thirst,
All their courage, fainting, fell.

In their strait they cried to God.
And He saved them, sore distrest,

Led them by a perfeet road,
Brought them to a Jand of rest.

O that men would praise the Lord,
For His goodness and His grace,

TFor his works with wonder stored
To the children of our race !

For He doth the longing soul
From His fulness satisfy ;

He doth fill the hungry soul
TWith all good abundantly.

JOHXN MacDOUGALL.
Becchiridge Manse, Holton, Que.

—RRR——

The means that Heaven yields must
Le embraced and not neglected.

—Shakespeare.
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OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

By A. MacVicar, B, A., PRESIDENT.

In the last issue of the “Journal™ we
promised our readers an outline of the
work which the Missionary Society had
undertaken for the sumier.

Tror some years the cnergy of the so-
cioty has been concentrited mainly on
one mission, St. Jean Baptiste, Montreal,
which entailed, auring the last five
years, an annu:al expenditure of nearly
$1,100. This year the society concluded
to hand over the mission and the pro-
perty connected with it, valued at $6.000,
1o the DPresbytery, and undertake new
work. ‘The Presbytery met in Januwary,
and after hearing the representatives of
the socicty, agreed to free it from far-
ther responsibility in regard to the work
at St. Jean Baptiste, thus leaving the
society at liberty to undertake work on
a2 more extensive scale.

On April 1st the mission passed under
the parental cave of the Preshyiery of
Afontreal, and 1he society now under-
tahes all three kinds of missionary work,
viz., Foreign, French Lvangelization and
English mission work in the North-
West and other portions of Western
Canada. ’

The plan hitherto followed, of appoint-
ing onc of our number to collect funds
has been abandoned, and the amounts
necessary to the financial suecess of our
new undertaking must be raised through
the individual efforts of the students
and the liberality of the city and neigh-
boring congregations, some of which
have never been forgetful in forwarding
handsome contributions to the society of
that college with which they are more
immediately coneeted.

To all who have assisted us in the past,
we take this opportunity of expressing
owr sratitude for their thoughtful liber-
ality. and trust, as now we have extend-

ced our work, maany more will follow

their example and heartily support us
in our new effort.

Lhe society's foreign work will consist
in supporting several native teachers in
the New IHebrides. Two Frenchb fields
will be supplied, viz, Monte Bello, to
which Mr. Jean Baptiste Sincennes has
heen appointed, and South Indian. which
will be oceupied by Mr. Louis Abram.

In addition to these, two fields in the
west will be undertaken. Tarbolton in
the Presbytery of Brandon. will be un-
der the care of My, . W. Gilmour, and
Mr. Samuel McLean will take charge of
West Carlyle. In Western Ontario, Mr.
A Graham, B.A., wili look after the
spiritual interests of North Ekfrid mis-
sion field, London Presbytery. Mr.
Douglas will have the care of Day
Mills, Algoma., and Mr. Jamieson, of
Lochaber Bay, Quecbee, Presbytery of
Ofiawa,

The number of fields to be taken up
is not large, but when we consider that
sixty-two students undertake to bring in
$750 from {heir own earnings and other-
wise, it would, perhaps, be too great
venture, from a tinancial standpoint, to
undertake mwore, for the first year, at
least. It is estimated that we will re-
quire about $350 in addition to this, and
for this sum we rely, chiefly, upon the
liberality of the city congrezations and
other chavges to be visited on behalf of
the society during the session of "95-"9G.

We trust each student will begin early
in the holidays and canvass his friends
and neighboring congregations, that he
miay, on returning, bear to the society
not merely his owan subscription, but 3t
sum far in excess of that amount. that
the Kingdom may be extended by addi-
tional work in 1896, and the name of
Jesus be magnificd among the people.
All contributions to the society's fund
should Ve forwarded to Mr. D. T
Grakam, 2 Tara Hall, Montreal.
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T®artie FErancaise.

LE POVERELLO OU SI. FRANCOIS D’ASSISE.

Cet article n’est pas une étude ; clest
tout au plus un compte rendu souvent
dans le langage de lauteur d'un ou-
vrage de 400 pages bien pensées, bien
éerites, dues a Vélégante plume de M.
Sabatier—L'impartialité dans ses juge-
ments, Pampleur dans les détails et la
laxgeur dans les idées font honneur
ala cause qu'il représente.  Cet ouvrage
est d’'un bien grand intérét pour nous
protestants. Il nous présente l'une de
ces tentatives de Réforme qui essaient
& se faire jour de temps en temps au
sein de IEglise de Rome. St. Fran-
cois est né 400 ans trop tét—au 16iéme
sitele il eut été d'un grand secours au
mouvement que Luther imprima & son
temps.

Comme Lui, St. Frangois avait congu
la nécessité d’une réforme au sein de
PEglise; lui rendre une vie qui s'éteignait,
¢épurer une morale qui était devenue im-
morale, telle était son ambition. Mais
jamais il ne lui vint & Pidée de le faire
par une réforme dans le dogme, oubliant
que la vie et la morale ne sont que les
manifestations de la foi, et de Ia foi aux
dogmes; voild ce que Luther comprit mais
que TFrangois n’avait pas méme entrevu.
Ses tentatives de réforme (choubrent
parcequ’il n'avait pas compris que Rome
se forme dans le cours des sitcles, mais
ne se réforme pas.  Secondement, parce
qu’il voulut séparer la morale du dogme,
ne comprenant pas que si la morale est
le fruit, le dogme en est Parbre.

Frangois marque une transition et une
date dans I'histoire de la concience hu-

maine ; c’est la fin du dogmatisme et de
Pautorité ; ¢’est Favénement de Vindivi-
dualisme et de U'inspiration. Aviénement
précaire, suivi de réactions opiniditres.
D'une taille audessous de la moyenne,
Frangois avait la figure gaie et bonne, les
yeux noirs, la voix douce el sonore, il y
avait dans toute sa persomne quelque
chose de fréle et de gracieux qui le ren-
dait infiniment aimable.

Il naquit en 1182, & Assise, petite ville
de YOmbrie qui a résisté & Yinfluence dun
temps. Ses petites maisons construites
en pierres rouges, adossées au flanc de la
montagne Iui donnent une apparence
d'une originale gaieté. Pierre Bernar-
done, que son commerce de tissus appelait
4 Pétranger, ¢tait en France quand lui
naquit ce fils unique. Cest i cette cir-
constance et 2 son admiration pour la
France que le nouveau né diat son nom.
A cette époque, les idées religieuses
étaient & peu prés les seules qui avec les
1égendes du temps occupaient les esprits
des chatelains et du peuple.

Bernardone, dans ses voyages, recucil-
lait avec soin ces récits, les rapportait
dans sa ville au grand c¢tonnement de
Penfant, et jetait & son insue dans sa
jeune ime des germes qui devaient plus
tard produire des fruits inattendus.

Sa tendre jeunesse fui sans doute celle
de la plupart des enfants méridionaux,
qui passent la journée dans les ruelles et
lc soir s’en vont dansant et chantant sur
les places publiques. §'il faut en croire
les historiens du temps, I'éducation de
cette ¢poque ofite un effrayant tableau.
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Non senlement Frangois Ia subit, mais il
se vit grfice & la fortune et & Yorgueil
paternels, entouré de jeunes seigneurs
trop contents de festoyer aux dépens du
riche marchand. Il est difficile de djre
jusqu'onr il se laissa entrainer, mais il
parait assez certain qu'il s'acquit une cer-
taine célébrité par ses singularités, ses
bouflonneries, ses farces et ses prodiga-
lités. ISt pourtant tourmenté par le be-
soin de viser loin et haut, il tichait de
sortir de ses banalités.

Des troubadours parcouraient Y'ltalie
& cette ¢poque, Frangois s'éprit d’'une
sorte de passion pour la chevaleriec et
crut voir daus la dissipation un des traits
distinctifs de la noblesse. Il s’y livra
sans frein, ce qui ne empécha pas de se
coudoyer souvent avee la misére aflamée
et en guenille:

A la vue de ces pauvres, avec sa na-
ture impressionable, il oubliait quelques
instants tous ses plaisirs, et plus d’une
fois il Iui arriva de tout leur donner ce
qu'il avaif, jusqu'a ses vétements.

Un jour qu'il était oceupé dans la bou-
tique de son pére, quelquun vint lui
demander la charité au nom de Dieu,
impatienté, il le renvoya durement, mais
il se reprocha bien vite sa dureté, que
n'auraisje pas fait, pensa-t-il, si cet
homme était venu me demander guelque
chose au nom d’'un comte cu d’un baron ?
laissant ses clients il courut aprés le
mendiant.

Pendant quelque temps, il montra de
grandes aptitudes aux affaires, & la satis-
faction de son ptre. Malheureusement
la mauvaise compagnie exergait sur lui la
plus pernicieuse influence.

Le vent était aux réformes, la soif
de liberté se faisait sentir dans toute la
péninsule, lesévenements politiyuesse pré-
cipitaient, les républiques alliées avaient
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forcé I'empire & les reconnaitre. La
ligue Lombarde, avait, par ses armées, en
1183, et la paix de constance, arraché i
Fréderic Barberousse presque toutes les
prérogatives du pouvoir, de tout c6té on
enbrevoyait des visions de liberté. Le
mouvement commereial qui ¢branlait le
Nord de la France se répercutait au-deld
des Alpes. Assise y prit sa pat. La
population se précipitait & Vassaut du
chiitean et dlevait des murailles mena-
¢antes autour de leur ville. Frangois
4g¢ de 17 ans comptait parmi les plus
vaillants de ces glorienses journées.

Au milieu des luttes de la bourgeoisie
et de la noblesse, il étonnait ses compa-
gnons par sa gaielé, gardant son franc
parler avec les habitants des chiteaux,
comme avec habitant de Phumble chau-
miere. Il leur communiquait ses réves
chevaleresques, et leur disait souvent;
vous verrez quun jour je serai adoré par
tout le monde. Etait-ce une vue pro-
phétique 7 Ltait-ce vanité?

A la suite de ses fétes et de ses dé-
bauches, Frangois tomba malade. Clest
durant sa convalescence que le vide de
sa vie lui apparut.  Le souvenir de son
passé Yassaillait avec une insupportable
amertume. Il se prenait en dégoit ; les
ambitions lui paraissaient ridicules, il se
sentit accablé scus le poids de ses souf-
frances nouvelles. Dans ses heures d’an-
goisse il chercha un refuge dans Pamour
et lafoi. Hélas! la victoire n'était pas
compltte, et cédant & ses idées chevale-
resques, il disait & ses amis dans ses mo-
ments d'épanchements: “Je sais que je
deviendral un grand prince.” Xt pour-
tant les réflexions faites au Jandemain de
sa maladie lui revenaient, il cherchaié
vaguement quelque chose pour laquelle
il vaut la peine.de vivre, c'était la lutie
nocturne mystérieuse et solitaire de Bé-
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thel. Il y a dans le flane de la mon-
tagne sur laquelle Assise est adossée, une
grotte—NErangois s’y rendit pour s’y re-
cueillir et y répandre le trop plein de
son cceur en longs gémissements, Il
cherchait fitvreusement une vérité, la
vérité & laquelle il pit se donner.

Un jour que ses amis le raillaient sur
sa tristesse, I'un des convives dit: ne
voyez-vous pas quil songe i prendre
femme ¢ Oui, répliqua Frangois, je songe
4 prendre une femme plus belle, plus
riche, plus pure que vous ne sauriez vous
I'imaginer.

L’homme intérieur n'¢tait pourtant pas
encore formé. Llisolement qu’il cher-
chait lui ali¢nait bien des coeurs.  Si les
jeunes gens de bonnes familles lui échap-
paient, les pauvres par contre lui restaient
fidtles. Ils étaient nombreux ceux que
la guerre et non le vice, avait appauvris,
ce qui leur fallait, c¢’était moins les se-
cours matériels gue la sympathie. Tran-
gois la leur accorda franche et sincére,
tout en les consclant, il se demandait s’il
saurait supporter la mistre, on ne sait la
lourdeur d'un fardeau quapiés Pavoir
porté. Il Pessaya.

Un jour, empruntant les haillons d’un
mendiant, pendant tout une journée il
tendit la main pour assouvir sa faim. Il
4tait dans ces dispositions d’ames quand
il entendit le prétre d’une petite chapelle
lisant ’Evangile du jour. 1l entrevit le
charpentier de Nazareth pauvre, travail-
lant pour gagner son pain. .

Une vie de renoncement lui apparut
comme le but de ses eflorts.

On peut g'¢tonner gu’avec une dme si
droite et si sensible, il n’ait pas entrevu
les diverses phases de la vérité.

Noublions pas que Frangois comme
tous les réformateurs, entrevoyait bien
les abus dans I'Eglise, mais ne pouvait

29

concevoir idée d’en sortir, peut &tre,
qu' ses yeux, les excentricités et les di-
visions des cathares et des pauvres de
Lyons ne justifiaient pas les idées de
réforme en dehors de I'Eglise. Il ne
concevait de réforme que dans I'Eglise et
par P'Eglise. Ce mouvement interne
rendait inutile ou moins utile les tenta-
tives de réforme abbigeoise, et fit plus
pour sauver la barque de St Pierre
que les perséeutions et Pinquisition. Ii
était temps, car un écrivain du temps
rapporte que les ofiiciers de la curée ro-
maine d¢taient trompenrs comme des
renards, que pour établir leurs batards,
les prétres avaient recours-aux moyens
les plus vils pour accumuler les hénéfices
et capturer les héritages. Les ordres
monastiques n’étaient pas plus respec-
tables, le viol, Pinceste, Padultére étaient
choses communes, et on se demandait
d’olt viendra le reméde? .Ce ne pouvait
ttre du culte, tant de cérémonies ne pou-
vaient faire appel ni & Pintelligence ni au
ceeur.  Aussi, dés quune voix s'élevait,
préchant l'austérité et la simplicité, elle
réunissait des laiques et méme des
prétres, c’est ainsi qu'un certain Pons
put, dla fin du 13itme siécle émouvoir
tout le Périgord. .

Deux grands courants se manifestent
alors : d’un coté, les cathares ; de Pautre,
les sectes légtrement nuancées des Albi-
geois, des Vaudois, qui se révoltent par
fidélité au christianisme primitif.

A coté de ces tentatives de réforme
par la prédication de la doctrine et la
dénonciation des abus, Irangois en inau-
gure une en développant ia vie du ceeur,
il ne veut pas Soccuper de doctrine, sous
prétexte que la foi n’est pas du domaine
intellectuel, mais du domaine moral,—
qu'elle est la conséeration du ceeur.

La puissance de Frangois lui venait de
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ce qu'il sabstenait de polémique, qui est
souvent une forme de Vorgueil spirituel,
sous prétexte de vouloir ralier, elle divise.
Frangois avait-il découvert que la vérité
s'impose ¢t ne se prouve pas? pas pro-
bable, il s'abstenait de polémique par
instinet, comme il préchait par goit la
sainteté d'une vie pleine d’amoun.
L'Ttalie lui doit la disparution sans
secousses et sans inquisition du catha-
risme, parcequ’il le remplace et il le rem-
place, parceque sa pensée mirie dans un
milieu tout imprégné des idées Vaudoises
ot Lvangéliques, il soupire apris une
réforme. .
Une certain Moine Prophete, Joachim
de Tlore, trés populaire & cette époque
“par ses prétentions i vouloir expliquer
les passages obscures de la Bible, exerga
sur Trangois une influence profonde.
Son exégse Pamena & une sorte de philo:
sophie de I’histoire dont les grands signes
étaient de nature a frapper les imagina-
tions. La vie de I'humanité se divise
en trois périodes :—
lo. Régne du Pére olt I'on vit sous les
rigueurs de la loi.
20. Le réegne du Fils ou régime de grace.
30. Le régne de PEsprit et de Pamour.
ou bien
lo. Obéissance servile.
20. Obgissance filiale.
3o. Liberté.
ou bien encore :
Dans le ler on vit dans la crainte.
Dans le 2me on vit dans Ja foi.
Dans le 3me on vit dans P'amour.
ou enfin :
Le ler a vu briller les étoiles.
Le 2me a vu blanchir I'aurore.
Le 3me verra Péclat du jour.
Frangois entrevoyait ce jour en com-
mun avec les groupes de chrétiens évan-
géliques.

Au nord, et surtout aun centre de
PAllemagne, les mémes causes avaient
produits les mémes eflets; de Pexceés de
souffrance et du désespoir des dmes reli-
gieuses était surgi un mysticisme pro-
phétique semblable & celui qui agitait la
péninsule.  Mémes vues d’avenir, méme
attente anxieuse, méme perspective d’une
¢glise rajeunie.

L’apparition de Fran¢ois attira I'Em-
blée les regards des dmes pieuses vers
Assise comme vers une nouvelle Beth-
léem, et plusicurs purent divent : Nunc
dimettis, laisse maintenant aller ton ser-
viteur en paix. On peut discuter- la
forme que prit sa piété, mais on ne niera
jamais la pureté de ses intentions.

Parmi les nombreuses chapelles des
environs d’Assise, il y en avait une que
Francois aimait visiter de préférence i
bien d’antres. Iile n’était desservie que
par un vieux prétre; d’ordinaire le cruci-
fi¢ Jacéré de blessures sanglantes semble
ne vouloir inspirer que la douleur et la
componction. Celui de St. Damien, au
contraire avec une expression de douceur
inexprimable, au lieu de clore les pau-
pitres pour s'abandonner sans retour sous
le poids de ses douleurs, il regarde, il
s'oublie et son regard pur et clair ne dit
pas : Je souffre—1I1 dit : Venez & moi.

" Un jour, devant cet autel, Francois
gécria dans Paccent de Ia pritre : ¢ Dieu
“orand et gloricux et vous Seigneur
“Jésus faites jaillir, je vous prie, votre
“Jumiére dans les téntbres de mon esprit,
“faites vous trouver de moi Seigneur,
“afin qu'en toutes choses je n’agisse que
“suivant votre sainte volonté.” Fran-
gois sentait quelque chose de merveilleux
se passer en lui, la sainte victime s’ani-
mait et dans le silence il entendait une
voix iIntérieure lui parler un ineffable
language, Jésus-Christ aceeptait son of-
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frande, Jésus-Christ voulait son travail,
sa vie, toute sa personne, et en retour
son coeur s'inondait de lumiére.

Cette vision marque le triomphe de
Frangois, son wnion au Christ est con-
sommée, désormais il peut dire dans le lan-
gage mystique de Ecclésiaste: mon bien
aimé est & moi et je suis Lmon bien aimé.
Le souvenir du crucifi¢, Pamour qui tri-
omphe en s'immolant devient le centre
de sa vie, ’ime de son dme, il éprouva
un contact personnel, intime avee Jésus-
Chuist, il venait de passer de la croyance
4 la foi que Vinet & défini: « Croire
¢’est regarder, regard attentif, prolongg,
plus simple que Pobservation ; regard qui
regaxde, rien de plus, regard naif, regard
d’enfant ot I'ime se porte, regard de
I'ame et non de Yesprit, regard qui ne
prétend pas décomposer son objet mais
la recevoir tout entier dans Pime par les
yeux.”

Ce regard de TFrancois jeté & St. Da-
mien sur le crucifié ne devait plus §’in-
terrompre, ¢’est lacequi caractérisela piété
du Poverello, c’est 4 qu'il commenga son
dépouillement de toute chose, d’abord,
au profit de la chapelle qui avait besoin
de réparation.

Passons sous silence les sciénes de bru-
talit¢ dont il fut la victime de la part
de son pere.

I1 manquait & ses fiangailles mystiques
la sanction eccclésiastique, il Yobtint.
Son évéque Iui conseilla purement et
simplement de renoncer & tous les biens
paternels ; grand fut I'étonnement de la
foule, quand on le vit entrer dans une
salle de I'évéché pour en sortir aussitot,
absolument nu, tenant & la main le
paquet de ses vétements qu’il déposa
devant P’Evéque avec le peu d’argent
qu’il avait encore. * Ecoutez, dit-il,vous
tous et sachez le bien, jusqu'ici j'ai appe-

1¢ Pierre Bernardone mon pére, mais
maintenant je veux servir Dieu, cest
pourquoi je lui rends cet argent pour le-
quel il se tourmente, et ces vétements
et tout ce que j’al regu de lui, car désor-
mais je ne veux plus dire que notre
Pére qui es aux cieux.” 'Un long mur-
mure s'¢leva de la foule lorsqu’on vit le
ptre ramasser ces vitements et les em-
porter sans un mot de piti¢ pour son fils,
tandis que PEvéque n’eut rien autre chose
i faire qu'i prendre sous son manteau le
pauvre Frangois tremblant de froid et
d’émotion. Cette sctne déconcerta les
rieurs et lui assura une place dans bien
des coeurs.

Aprés ces émotions, il avait besoin de
solitude pour savourer sa joie ¢t sa liber-
té nouvellement acquise. Sortant de la
ville, il s’enfonga dans les sentiers déserts
du Mont Subasio. On était au printemps.
Au milieu de cette harmonie mystérieuse
et troublante, le ceeur de Frangois vibrait
déliciensement, tout son é&re se calinait;
Pame de la nature le caressait doucement
et lui versait Ja paix, un bonheur incon-
nu envahissait, les émotions trop douces
ou trop profondes pour é&tre exprimées
dans le langage ordinaire, Phomme les
chante. Francols se mit & chanter
aspirant A pleins poumons les effiuves
printaniers. TLa fordt qu’il traversait
¢était la retraite de ceux qui, daus les
environs avaient des motifs pour se
cacher. Quelques vagabonds éveillés par
ses chants le saisirent: qui es tu? lui
demandérent-ils.  Je suis le hérault du
grand roi : Eh bien, pauvre hérault, re-
prirent-ils voila ta place, Iui 6tant le seul
mantean qu'il possédit ils le poussérent
dans une fondriere de neige que le prin-
temps trop tardif n’avait pas encore fon-
due. Laissé¢ seul, il secoun la neige et
sortit de la fondritre transi de froid,
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heurcux de mieux comprendre les paroles
du erucific. Dans ce pays de brigands,
il y avait un monastére tout prés, i
Gubbio, il gy dirigea et trouva un ami
qui lui donna une tunique pour jeter sur
sa chemise.

Peu auparavant, pour dompter sa chaire
et vainere certaines répugnances, il avait
visité et soigné des lépreux duus ce voi-
sinage, il voulut les revoir et leur racoa-
ter & eux aussi sa grande victoire et leur
promettre de les aimer plus et mieux que
par le pass¢.  Imstallé au milien deuy,
il leur prodigua les soins les plus tou-
chanis, lavant et essuyant leurs plaies,
dautant plus doux ev radicux que les
plaies ¢taient plus repoussantes.

Dis son arrivé & la léproserie, Frangois
sentit que les liensde Pamour pur étaient
plus forts que ceux de la chaire ¢t du
sany, et gue s'il avait perdu sa vie il al-
lait Ia retrouver. Nous avons dit qu'il
avait tout donué it la chapelle St. Damien
en ruine, il en entreprit la restauration,
aidé des gens de bonne volonté, travail:
lant de ses mains, égayant tout le monde
par ses chants, et les encourageant par
son enthousiasme ¢t la chaleur commu-
nicative de ses discours.

Ce sucges Ini inspira Fidée de réparer
les sanctuaires des environs, et surtout
celni de la Portioncule, qui devait deve-
uir le berceau et le centre du mouvement
franciscain. Cette chapelle qui a survécu
i toutes les révolutions et & tous les
tremblements de terre, est encore un

3éthel un de ces rares poinis du monde
ot s'est appuyée la mystique échelle gui
relie le ciel 2 la terre, 1x quiont été fails
les plus beaux reves qui aient bereé les
douleurs de Phumanité.

Frangois ne préveyait pas encore ce
quil ferit et deviendrait, et pourtant il
pensait s'y établic en crmite et y passer

sa vie dans le recuecillement, non dans
Poisiveté car il était sans cesse tourmenté
du besoin de faire plus et mieux.

Un jour que le prétre célébrait la -
messe dans sa chére chapelle, Frangois
se sentit saisit d’un trouble profond. 11
ne voyait plus le prétre ; c’était Jésus le
crucific de St. Damien qui lui parlait :
“préchez sur votre chemin, disait le
prétre, et dites le royaume des cieux est
proche ; guérissez les malades, rendez
nets les I¢preux, chassez les démons,vous
Yavez regu gratuitement, donnez le gra-
tuitement, ne prenez ni argent, m or, ni
sac, ni deux tuniques, ni sandales, ni
biton, car Pouvier est digne de sa nour-
riture.

C'était une révélation, une réponse du
ciel & ses préoceupations. Voili ce que je
veux, s'éeria-t-il, voili ce que je cher-
chais.

Dés le lendemain il commenca it pré-
cher; cetie prédication simple dans la
langue du peuple, appuyée de son ex-
ample eut un retentissement immense ;
Jlest qu’il parlait de ce qu'il éprouvait,
annongant Ia répantance, la rétribution
future, Ia nécessité d'arriver & la perfec-
tion; on sentait dans la foule que le
nouveau prédicateur avait le droit de
demaunder un renoncement absoln.  Ils
s’en trouva qui consentirent i ce dépouil-
lement de toutes choses.

Le premier, fut un jeune homme riche
d’Assise, auquel Frangois appliqua Ia
regle du maitre : si tu veux élre parfait va,
vends tout ce que tu as et le donne aux
pauvres, puis vieus et me suis.  Si quel-
qu’un veut venir aprés moi, qu'il renonce
i lui-méme, charge sa croix et me suive.
Malgré Ia rigidité de la régle, le nombre
des disciples augmentait.

Frangois n'avait pas prévu toutes les

difficuliés. Quand les fréres mendiaient
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de porte en porte, beaucoup refusaient
L’Evéque d’Assise, Ini dit un jour:
“Votre manitre de vivre sans rien possé-
der me parait bien dure et pénible.”
“Secigneur, répondit Irangois, si nous
possédions des biens, nous aurions besoin
d’armes pour nous défendre, car c'est 1i la
source de toutes les difticultés et de tous
les progés.”  L'Evéque était trés embar-
rassé; sans étre ouvertement hostile aux
nouveaux fréres, il les regardait avec d¢-
fiance ; il Ini conseilla d’entrer dans le
clergé ou, silascétisine lattirait, dans un
ordre d¢ji existant. IL’Evéque pressen-
tait quelque innovation ou quclgnes te-
formations inquittantes. Le bas cle.gé
ne pouvait cacher ses inquidtudes aun
sujet de ces convertisseurs laiques qui
provoquaient chez les dmes pieuses 'éton-
nement d’abord et Padmiration ensuite.
I} lui était pénible de voir ces hommes
sans préparations préalables réussir dans
la mission qui lui ¢tait officiellement
confice, quaud Iuj, le clergé échouait si
piteusement.

Clest un supplice que certains cléricaux
ont éprouve & Papparition des salutistes.

Frangois le sentait sans doute, car plus
il se trouve en contradiction avec le
clergé, plus il professe de soumission
Péglise, taut i1 a peur de tomber dans
Phérésie tout en lu cotoyant.

Gependans chaque jour le nombre des
fréres augmentait, il devenait nécessaire
d’avoir des réglements, une constitution.
Frangois les prépara, n'étant an débu
que les quelques passages de PLeriture
qui Favaient frappé, supplementés de
quelques préceptes sur le travail des
mains et les occupations des nouveaux
freres.  Pour rester dans I'Eglise, i1 fal-
lait que cette regle fut soumise an pape
et approuvée.

Innocent III. venait de monter sur le

tréne pontifical, jeune, énergique, plus
roi que prétre, réprimant les désordres
plus par haine du mal que par amour
du bien, ce pontif ne comprit pas I'éveil
de Pamour, de Ja poisie et de la liberté
dont son sitécles avait soif ; & cet homme
de forte voloni¢, d’une haute intelligence
il manquait un cceur pour aimer.

Les pélerins arrivérent & Rome. La
pritre de Trancois était fort simple, il ne
réclamait d’autre priviltge, que le pape
approuvit son initiative de mener unc
vie absolument conforme aux préceptes
évangcliques.

Le'pape n’avait pas & approuver puis-
que cette régle émanait de Jésus-Christ
Ini-méme. Il ne pouvait que censurer
pour avoir agi sans missions, ou bien lui
enjoindre de laisser au cleraé Poeuvre de
réformer IEglise.

Ie pape ne fit ni Pun ni Pautre. In-
nocent III. pressentait dans cet homme
vil et mdépnsé, vilis cf dispeclus, une
¢trange puissance qui menagait PEglise
dans son ¢état actuel.

Le pape savait mienx que personne,
que le grand obstacle & Ia réforme, ¢'était
les biens ecclésiastiques et que Pune des
causes de sucgis des Albigeois venait de
ce qu'ils préchaient Ia simplicité ¢vange-
lique. Il approuva la mission des péle-
rins, espérant arracher i Yhérésie son
drapean, et ainsi la désarmer, mais il ne
leur accorda cette faveur qwi la condi-
tion qu’ils regussent le sceau de 'Liglise,
la tonsure. La création essenticllement
laique de Fraugois devenait malgré lui
une institution ecclésiastique.

Le prophtte abdiquait dans les mains
du prétre, beaucoup devaient pleurer
leur libert¢ perdue, beaucoup devaient
mourir pour la reconquérir.

Lors qulon apprit & Assise Papproba-
tion de Ia régle, la foule se sentit attirée
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vers lui, on voulut Pentendre.  Le clergé
dut lui ouvrir les portes de la cathédrale.

Il n’y avait rien de bien nouveau dans
sa prédication, mais il y awvait ce qui.
partout s'empare des cceurs ; une convice-
tion brulante.

Quand on I'entendit vappeler les hor-
reurs de la guerre, les crimes du peuple,
les lacheiés des grands, la rapacité qui
déshonorait PEglise. Chacun se sentit
renris dans sa conscience.  Le sucgés fug
éelatant, les pauvres sentirent qu'ils
avaient trouvé un ami, un défenseur,
presqu'un vengeur. Les idées qu'ils n’o-
saient murmurer qu'i voix basse dans
Pombre, Francois les eriait bien haut et
osait dire @ tous sans distinction: de faire
pénitence et de S'aimer, ¢'était un cri du
ceeur, un appel i la conseience qui rappe-
lait les accents passionnés des prophites
QIsraél.  Les résultats farent predigieux,
la population entitre saisie, subjuguce ne
voulait plus vivre que conformément aux
conseils du prédicateur.

Les faibles (minores) et les grands
{majores) dans Ia ville ¢taient au prise.
Frangois prit la part des minores, ce fut
comme unc inspiration, sa famille spiri-
tuelle n'avait pas de nom, il venait den
trouver un, son institut s'appellera Fordre
des jréres mineurs. Le saint avait parle,
I reconciliation allait s'opcrer, la paix se
rétablir, Tamour triomphait, Frangois
¢tait heureux.

La mission des fréres mineurs consis-
{ait surtout i étre les ¢poux de la pau-
vreté, de ceite pauvreté qui n’a rien de
commun avee Pascétisme.  Elle fui pour
cux unc fiancée, quelques privilégics
virent parfois Ia belle et pure dame des-
cendre du ciel, mais visible ou non, clle
se tint toujours aux colcs de son amant
comme clle s’était tenue & cote du Gali-
Iéen dans Pétable, sur le gibet et dans le
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tombeau d’emprunt.  Frangois renongait
i tout pour mieux tout posséder, il ya
une erreur généralement répandue que
plus on posstde plus on jouit. Nos k-
bertés extéricures et civiles augmentent,
mais du méme pas nos libertés intérieures
s'en vont; combien n'y en a--il pas qui
sont possidés parcequiils possédent.

Ces hommes pleins d’espérance et de
Jjeunesse, avide d’espace et de grand air
¢taientétrangersicetterecherchemaladive
d’un comfort inutile, c’est de 1 que leur
est venu ce sentiment si vif de la nature ;
comme I'alouette i laquelle il aimait & se
comparer, il nétait & Paise qulen plein
ciel.

Pour comprendre les franciscains des
premiers jours, il faut oublier ce qils
sont devenus.  Si la Portioncule éiait un
monastire, elle était aussi un atelier ol
chaque frére continuait le métier qu'il
avait auparavant, il leur arrivait méme
de s'engager comme domestiques. Parmi
Jes travaux dont ils pouvaient Sacquitter
Francois recommandait suriout le service
des lgpreux.  Pendant quelques aunées

- les freres mineurs ont en quelque sorte

voyagt de léproscric en léproserie, pre-
chant de village en village, se relirant le
soir dans ces sortes d’hopitaux ou ils
rendaient les services les plus repous-
sants aux “ mlades dw bon Dicu’*

(StE. Cramrke.)

I1 y 2 une page de Fhistoire francis-
caine qui ferit le sujet dun intéressant’
travail, c'est le dle que joue Ste. Claire
dans la vie de Fraugois.

Claire plus jeune que Fraugois, appar-
tenail it la noble famille des Scilli, elle
avait 16 ans quand Frangois précha dans
Ia Cathédmle d’Assise. Il lui apparut
comme P'ange de Ia paix, ses appels furent
pour elle une révéiation, il lui semblait




PARTIE FRANCAISE. 303

que Francgois parlait pour elle, qu'il devi-
nait ses secrétes tristesses et ses préoccu-
pations iniimes et tout ce qu’il y avait
d’enthousiasme dans ce sein de jeune
fille, se précipitait comme un torrent qui
trouve un issue dans la voie indiquée
par lui.

Pour les stints comme pour les héros
le cordial par excellence est I'admiration
de la femme.

M. Sabatier répudie le jugement du
vulgaire qui ne peut comprendre ancune
union entre Fhomme et la femme, o
Pinstinet sexuel n’ait pas quelque part,
ce qui fait de Funion des sexes quelque
chose de divin, c'est quelle est la préfigu-
ration, le symbole de I'union des dunes.
L’amour physique n’est qu'une ¢tincelle
¢phémére destinée a allumer dans les
ceeurs la flamme d’un amour plus durable,
cest le parvis du temple, cc n'en est
pas encore le lieu tris saint, clest i le
Dieu inconnu auquel sacrifient les deé-
bauchés, ces patens de 'amour; et ceite
emprunte sacrée, méme effacée, méme
salie, par toutes les souillures, fait que
I'homme de plaisir n’inspire pas toujours
antant de dégouit que Yivrogne et le cri-
minel.  Se rencoutre-t-il des fmes si
pures, si peu terrestres qu'elies entrent
d*Emblée dans le lieu trés saint pour les-
quelies une auire union ne serait pas
seulement une chute mais une impossibi-
lite? C'est I un probléme intéressant &
¢tudior, on serait tenté de le résoudre af-
firmativement quand on se place en face
de ces deux belles individualitds.

Le pape ne voyait pas sans inquictude
ces freres qui n'ctaient pas hérctiques,
mais qui troublaient 1'Eglise autant que
des hérctiques en voulant Iui inspiver
une vie nouvelle. On avait représenté
i Frangois qu'il devait assurer son exis-
tence par quelque possession, guiune

grande association a besoin pour subsis-
ter, de réglements précis, peine perdue.
11 vouliit étre un homme évangélique.
Par exces de condescendence on Pavait
laissé faire, mais les résultats étaient un
avertissement pour la curée romaine.
Elle para le danger en transformant la
fraternité des pénitents en un ordre mo-
nastique. Irangois sentait que I'ancien
idéal était le vrai, le hon, mais i foree
d’entendre parler d'obéissance, de sou-
mission, *humilité, un certain obscurcis-
sement s'était fait dans cetle fdme si
lumineuse. L’inspiration ne Iui venait
plus comme antrefois, le prophtte se
prenait & trembler et i douter de sa
mission, c’est ainsi que des hommes ex-
cellents, pour éviter de aftirmer, tra-
hissent humblement leurs convictions.
11 résolut de transférer 4t un autre la -
rection de Yordre.

Comment le légat du pape, llugolin
réussit i oblenir cet concession, que
Frangois eut regardéc quelques iemps
auparavant comme un reniement, c'est Ia
le sccret de Phistoire.  On peut plus fa-
cilement deviner que décrire les tempétes
qui s'agitérent dans son dme et les meur-
trissures de son pauvre ceeur.

Frangois ¢t ses freres ont voulu étre
les apétres de leur temps, leur vie était
la vie apostolique suivie au pied de la
Iettre.  Liidéal qu'il préchait était Ia
vie évangclique que Jésus-Christ avait
annoncée. Pas plus que Jésus-Christ,
Trancois n'a comdamné la famille ou Ia
propricte, il a simplement vu en clles des
liens, dont Papoire, mais Iapbtre seul,
doit cire dégagé. Si des csprits ma
¢quilibrés ont cru interpréter sa pensée
en faisaut de P'union des sexes un mal,
et de tout ce qui constitue Iactivit¢ hu-
maine, une chute; si des ¢époux se sont
imposés le ridicule martyr de Pabstinence
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conjugale, il ne faut pas en rendre res-
ponsable le poite qni a chanté . la nature
et sa fécondité, qui faisait des nids aux
colombes, les invitant & se multiplier
sous le regard de Dien.

Frangois n'apportait pas une doctrine
nouvelle ; la nouveaunté et Foriginalité de
sa mission était tout entitre dans son
amour, dans son appel directe & la vie
évangélique, & un idéal de vigueur mo-
rale, de travail ct d’amour. Accomplir
avec joie les devoirs de son état, donner
aux moindres actions une inspiration
sainte, retrouver dans les infiniment pe-
tits de Lexistence, en apparence les plus
banales, les parcelles d’une ceuvre divine,
rester pure de toute préoceupation avilis-
sante, user de toute chose comme ne les
possédant pas, comme les serviteurs de
la parabole, qui auront bientdt & rendre
compte des talents qui leur ont été con-
fics, fermer son cceur & la haine et You-
vrir tout grand aux pauvres, aux malades
2 tous les abandonnés, tels détaient les
autres devoirs essentiels des fréres et des
sceurs de la Pénitence.

Les nombreux biographes ont attribug¢
a Frangois un grand nowbre de miracles.
Si toutefois il en a fait, ils paraissent avoir
été des actes d’amour : suriout dans la
guérison de maladies nerveuses. Ses
regards si doux, si compatissants et si
puissants pouvaient bien suftire pour faire
oublier la souffrance, cette puissance
du regard, la civilisation Pémousse.
Méme de nos jours, le magnétisme a
opéré des gucrisons de maladies nerveuses
qui ressemblent & des miracles. Mais,
Fopinion populaire exagéra bient6t sa
puissance miraculeuse ; parmi les incm-
brables miracles que ces biographes lui
attribuent, on rapporte celui d’une femme
en couche.—Elle ¢tait au paroxisme de
la douleur lorsqw’il lui vint une idée lu-

mineuse, si seulement elle pouvait tou-
cher la bride du cheval que Frangois
avait monté¢ quelques jours auparavant !

on Ia lui apporta et A peine l'avait-elle

touchée que I'enfant naquit sans douleur.

Trangois touchait & su fin. I était
tourmenté¢’ de douleurs qu'il supportait
avec une patience presque joyeuse. Un
Jour qu’on eut recours aux cautérisations ;
il s'agissait de promener un fer chauffé &
blanc sur son front. Lorsqu'il vit appor-
ter le réchaud avec les instruments, il
eut un instant de frayeur, mais aussit6t
il fit le signe de la croix sur le fer:
“frére feu, ditdl, tu es beau entre les
créatures, sois moi propice & cette heure,
tu sais combien je t'al aimé.

Ses dernitres semaines furent troublées
par la pensée que sa famille spirituelle
abandonnerait Phumilité et la pauvreté.
Il redoutait P'implacable travail de la
destruction. Quant & lui ses regards
¢talent fixés vers la sainteté parfaite. Le
respeet dit au sacrement de lautel lui
apparaissait comme le salut de Pordre.
A la transformation eucharistique opérée
par les paroles du prélre, il en ajoutait
une autre, celle du coeur; reproduire dans
sa vie celle du martyr de Golgotha, souf-
frir avec lui, s’unir & lui par la souflrance,
telle était son ambition.

On approchait de la féte de Pexaltation,
(supprimée aujourd’hai) il redoublait ses
jetnes, i} passa la nuit qui précédait la
fite, en oraison.  Au matin il cut une
visien, dans les chauds rayons du soleil
levant il distingua tout i coup une forme
étrange, un séraphin, les ailes déployées
volait vers lnl et Pinondait de voluptis
indiscibles. Au centre apparaissait une
croix et le séraphin éiait cloué dessus
quand la vision disparut, il sentit, aprés
les ddlices des premiers moments, de poi-
gnantes douleurs, bouleversée jusqu'au

A
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plus profoud de son étre, il cherchait le
sens de cette scéne étrange, lorsqu’il
apergut sur son corps les stigmates du
crucifié.

Avant de mourir, Frangois désira re-
voir son amie, Ste. Claire, lui fit écerire
de venir, mais elle avait devancé son
appel. Elle arriva 4 la Portioncule et y
resta avec sa suite jusqu’i la mort de son
ptre spirituel. 11 était prét, il avait
achevé son ceuvre, voulant finir sa vie
par un acte symbolique qui rappelle la
scéne de IEvéché. 1 se fit dépouiller
de ses vitements et demanda qu'on Ié-
tendit par terre, car il voulait mourir
entre les bras de sa Dame Pauvreté.
“J’ai fait mon devoir, dit-il aux fréres,
que le Christ vous enseigne le votre.”
On le remit sur son lit, voici, dit le mou-
rant, Dieu m’appelle. Je pardonne &
tous les frires, présents et absents, un
frere Jut IEvangile. ¢ Avant la féte,
Ante diem festum Pasche. Le soleil
venait de dorer de ses derniers rayons la
cime des montagnes, le silence se fit au-
tour du mourant. L'ange de Ia mort
s'approcha. Le Samedi, 3 Octobre, 1226,
4 la nuit tombante, sans douleur, sans
combat, il rendit le dernier soupir.

R. P. Dycros.

SUR LES RIVES DE L’ILE MISCOU.

Connaissez-vous la fameuse ile de Miscon ?

Clest I que Do trouve plus d’un brillant
caillou.

La rive sablonneuse en contient d'innom.
brables

Et la vague écumeuse en foule de semblables.

Sur la plage déserte dirigeant mes pas

Je cherche des perles ¢t ne les trouve pas,

Et portant mes regards sur Yeau vaste et
profonde

Je miarréte réveur et les plonge dans 'onde.

Ici c’est un oiseau qui s’abat sur les flots

Ou qui prend son cssor vers de lointains ilots ;

Lit-bas, c’est un héron qui cherche sa piture

En plongeant son long bee olt 'ean monte et
murtaure.

Les flots harmonicux de la mer qui mugit

Me font chercher le Dieu qui pardonne et
benit,

Misérable et pécheur devant Lui je m'incline,

Quand je vois duns son wuvre une main qui
domine.

Puis je t’écoute, § mer, ct tentends soupirer
Et parfois il me semble t'entendre pleurer,
Si le vent déchainé soudain frappe tes ondes
Tu ¢leves ta voix, tu rugis et tu grondes.

Mais que le doux zéphir, d'un baiser amoureux

Vienne en te caressant t'embraser de ses feux,

Tu murmures tout bas, comme une humble
captive

1t de flots limpides tu inondes la rive.

L. R. BotcHARD.
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STUDENT LIFE.

An unwonted quiet has sueeeeded the
stir and anxiety of the last fow weeks.
Tixawms are over. The results have been
posted.  Home mission  appointments
are all made. They who were humhle
suitors after knowledge during the last
six months, have donned their clervieal
attire. and for the e¢nsuing half-year will
enlighten the congregations in their mis-
sion fields, by the presentation of the
higher truths.  The college session of
*04-93 passed away peacefully ander the
mild influences of an April sky, and yet
in its closing hours there were times
when quickening interest almost rose
into excitement. The erowd about the
bulletin Loard was less interested in the
China-Tapanese war iban in the local
prizemen. The general elections were
of small concern at that special mo-
ment when ihe summer appointments
were made publie. It has all passed in-
to history now. But, gentlemen in the
junior years, there is that in it which
you would do well to learn.

The students in the Arts Faculty of
the University have clected Mr. J. C.
Robertson as their representative on the
cditorial staff of “'Che Fortnightly.”
Mr. J. A. Clelland, also of this college,
has been chosen as one of the business
managers. We congratulate the “ Fort-
nightly ¥ on their accession to its stafl.

Among our visitors of the last few
weeks, we have had the Rev. D
Suyder, of Treston, Ontario ; the, Rev.
. Tufts, of Iawkesbury, and an alum-
nus in the person of the Rev. JMr
Munro, of Antigonish, N.8. All of these
zentlemen have been renewing their stu-
dent experiences in that most interest
ing of college exercises—writing exami-
nations.

The turbulent anarehy existing in the
North FFlat has received a merited re-
Duke.  The private rights of property
holders there have never been too well
respected. But the man from the lleb-
rides claims to have been specially per-
secnted.  After the most painstaking
carefulnes, e eould never be sure of
finding his apartment in order on return-
ing after brief absences, nor trust his
harometer to determine when it would
rain. 1le conncets his misfortunes with
the movements of @ neighbor whom he
says is ““an up-turner of beds and
general disturber of the peaee.”” Ile ap-
pealed to local justice to restrict the
offender’s liberty to the boundiwies of
the tower.

We congratulate Mr. Stephen Young,
of 1st year Theology. on his winning the
medal for physical culture in the gym-
nasium competition of the university.
What's the matter with the theologs ?

Last monthh was a harvest for the
photographers. All sorts and combina-
tions of student faces have been pre-
sented to the camera for a snap shott
As a result, there are portraits of a
number of local celebrities in the win-
dows down town. It seémed good to the
“Journal 7 staff that a picture of their
conclave should be handed down to
enerations yet to be, so tl:e.\" posed in
Walford’s studio, with results which
might be expected.  The patriarchs of
the graduating class also thought that
the world might lose an inspiration if
the recollection of their features passed
away. so they donned their professionad
garbs, and climbed into military collars
in a way that thoroughly tested the
camer.  Several other groups have been
{aken. which we bave not had time to
examine.




REPORTER'S FOLIO.

The ordeal is past for the theologues.
There are no more lights to be seen after
midnight. No longer do we hear the
iramp of the ecarly riser who wakened
everybody else.  The alarm  clock is
silent, and most men are thankful. More
attention to toilet and less sloping of
prayers are among the signs of 4 better
time. The busy man of the last few
weeks wilks leisurely along the strect,
and there is o reason for it. ISxamini-
tions are over and the mind is relieved.
The artsman knoweth not of these joys
4as yet. but shall know hereafter. Mean-
time, he deserves sympathy.

The national spirit sometimes flames
up in the old building. The trouble is
generitlly among the Celts.  That race
possesses a remarkable power to discern
hostile interests, however carcefully they
may be veiled. Very confident was
McL—. that the cooling torrent that de-
scended out of the darkness above, had
come, every drop of it from Wales.

e wrote his last honor paper on Sat-
urday morning. At 2 pan. all trace of
care had vanished, and he warbled 2
strain in a soft low {one as he turned
his face cityward. Sunday saw bim not,
though a junior strongly atlirmed he
had beheld him with a feminine escort.
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The shades of evening decpened and
darkened, his chum grew interested, and
his townsman, who presides over the
student constituency of the dining hall,
was bothered. “ Oh where is my wan-
dering boy to-night.” Bright and cheer-
ful came Monday morning, but Wander-
ing Willie came not back. At noon an
advertisement for the lost was contem-
plated, but along towards evening the
wanderer returned, on his countenaunce
was @ satisfied look, and in his heart
was peiace. A long-draswn sigh of relief
came from the anxious ones.

A pew and representative reading-
room cominittee has Dbeen appointed.
They have charge of important interests
and will, we hope, be supported by the
co-operation of all their fellow-students.

Finally, gentle reader, we promised to
show you college life as students see it
We are conscious of the imperfection of
our work. We beg leave to present to
you i nittive of the old town of Glasgow,
who enjoys the confidence of his fellows
to the extent that he succeeds the pre-
sent writer in the duties of Local Editor.
The term is ended, and the volume of
*94-°05 is completed.

H. T. MURRAY.

Presbyterian College.

—RRRR——

REPORTER'S FOLIO.

Lhalosophical and Literary Society -—

The last regular miceting of {his so-
ciety was held on Friday evening,
March 1st. After the preliminary cxer-
cises and reading of the minutes of the
previous mecting, the task of cleeting
oflicers for the “ Journal ” staff of 1S95-
906, and also for the Literary Socicly, was
proceeded with. The following were the
results =—

Oflicers of Philosophical and Literary
Society.—President, Mr. J. S. Gordon,
B.A.; 1st Vice-President, Mr. Brandt;

2nd  Vice-President, Mr. 1. A. Sadler,

B.A.; Recording Sccretary, Mr. II.
Young; Corresponding Secrelary, Mr.

W. Turner ; Treasuver, Mr. Crozier:
Sceretary of Committee, Mr. S. Young;
Councillors, Messrs. Akitt, Pocock,
Thompson, McGerrigle and A. Grahan.

The following comprise the “ Journal ”
staff :—

Editor-in-Chief, Mr. G. D. Ircland,
B.A.; Associate Editors, Messrs. M.
MaclIntosh, H. ‘L. Murray and Geo. Gil-
more ; French Editors, Messrs. Braudt
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and Curdy ; Corresponding Iditor, Mr.
T. A. Sadler; Local Editor, dMr. A. Me-
Callum ; Reporting Bditor, My, A. Mac-
Gregor ; Lreasurer, Mr., J. M. Wall:lce;
Business Managers, Messrs, . Young
and J. Ervine.

A special meeting of the society was
lield on Friday cvening, Sth of Mareh,
for the annual contest in reading and
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publie speaking, the result of which ap-

pears in another column, The interest
manifested in this competition this year
was much greater than usual, as was °
shown Dy the increase in the number of
competitors, as well as the marked im-
provement in their style.’
GLEO. WEIR.
Presbyterian College.

—RRRR——

OUR GRADUATES.

We are pleased to bear ihat M.
Giroulx is doing good work at Grenville,
Que.

The Rev. W. D. Reid, B.A., B.D,, has
received o call to the Congregational
Church. Danville, Que.

The Rev. W. Clark, of Brampton,
has raised a considerable sum for our
Missionary Society. Most of our gradu-
ates are faithfully remembering us.

The Rev. R. Johnston has received
and accepted a call to St. Andrew’s
Chureh, London, Ont.  April 12th is the
date set for his induction.

The Rev. A. D. Fraser, who has been
in Oniario since graduation, visited his
alma mater on his way home. Mr. Fra-
ser is one of the boys still. It is pleas-
ing to find that graduation does not take
away the old spirit that characterized
the boys when with us in the college
halls.

The Presbyterian Church. Alberion,
P.E.I. has had a season of great spiri-
tual blessing. Sixty new members have
been added to the communion roll re-
cently, while the spiritual life of the
whole congregation has been deepened.
The Christian Endeavor in conncction
with this congregation, takes up @
monthly collection in aid of our Mission-
ary Society. We feel that this work is
largely due to the zeal and earnesiness
of the Rev. J. K. Fraser, B.A., and we

trust that his labors may still be owned
and blessed of God.

The new Taylor Church is situated in
. portion of our city where the influ-
ences of 4 place of worship are much
needed. The building preseuts a very
imposing appearauce, it is one hundred
and thirty feet by sixty-seven. The
foundation is built of limestone; the
walls of Scoteh firebrick of grey and
russet color. The roof is a steel frame
covered with slate. The tower rises
ninety feet high, covered with slate, sur-
mounted by an iron wrought finial.
There are two entrances to the churceh,
one by the tower and the other by the
side. On entering the church, one seves
a finely proportioned room, sixty . feet
square. The platform is raised three
feet above the floor, with 2 small desk
as the pulpit.  The pews are circular,
and slope upward as they recede from
the platform. The gallery is quite large
and serves to ormaument the building as
well as to furnish more sitting accom-
modadon. In the gallery and body of
e church. there are sittings for ecight
hwndred, but by folding back the doors
that separate the school-room from the
main body of the church, room would
be furnished for ten or fourteen hun-
dred. The site on which the building
stands cost six thousand dolla~s, the
structure itself twenty thousand dollars.
The success that has attended the efforts




OUR CRADUATES.

of the congregation in securing this con-
venient house of worship, is due to the
kindness of the leading Presbyterians
of. Montreal, together with the arduous
efforts on the part of the present pastor,
the Rev. Thos. Bennett, under whose
cire the congregation is in a flourishing
condition. The number of members on
the communion roll at present, is three

hundred and thirteen. The Sunday-
school numbers  three Dbundred and

twenty-five. We hope that Mr. Bennett
will be long spared to continue the work
‘1 that part of the city, and that the
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Holy Spirit  will needed
strength.

Now, I would like to say farcwell to
the readers of this column, and to all
who are interested in our graduates and
are watching with a kind interest their
different careers.  Mr., I Sadler is to
fill this important position on the staff
for the ensuing session. I ean assure
onr readers that his reports of the gra-
duittes will not he behind those of other
years in interest and variety.

A. MACGREGOR.

Presbyterian College.

supply all

PSALM 131

Lord. my spirit is not haughty ;
In my heart nor lies
Overweening pride, nor lofty -

- Arve my eyes.

Neitlier do I in great matters
Find my vain employ,
Nor in things that are beyond me

Take my joy.

Surely T have stilled my spirit
As a wean d child,

Childlike is my soul within me,
Meek and mild.

Wait. O Isracl, on Jehovah!

In humility,

On Him henceforth, even for ever,

Do rely.

Becechridge Manse, Holton, Que.

JOHAXN MacDOUGATLL.
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Edjtorials.

Folume XTIV :—

This issue of the “ Journal ¥ completes
volume fourteen, and as we send it forth
we cannot do so without thanking all

who have helped us in our work. We
are very much obliged to them. 1t is ¢

matter of some ditticulty in the midst of
studies to conducet 2 magazine the size
of ours in a satisfactory manner, but
our duties have been made lighter than
they might have Leep by the kind and
prompt manuner i whieh many, who
were asked to contribute, responded.
We are indeed grateful to them, and
herewith tender thiem our hearty thanks.

When we entered upon our cditorial
dutics, we determined to make our ma-

gazine useful, our wateh-word was *do .

zood,” and we believe that we have sue-
ceeded to a certain extent, and though
some have been displeased with parts,
yety, all in all, we Dbelieve that the ma-
jority of our readers have heen pleased
with the tone and matter of the aricles
that were presented to them.

As we look over our 1able of contents
a feeling of pride comes to us over the
comparatively large number of articles
that have been contributed by the stu-

dents of our colleze. We have not timer

to look over back volumes to make com-
parisons, but, speaking from the impres-
sions left upon our memories, we believe

that this volume stands very high in
this respeet, and our hope is that our
fellow-students will advance in this, and
that the coming volume will have more
from their pens than any preceding has
ever had. This is how a students” jour-
nal should be, but alas ! is too often not.
We recommend every student, for his
own sake and the sake of his college
magazine, to prepare during the coming
summer something that ean be offered
for publication. 1If students will not do
this. we believe their magazines should
cease to exist. A students’ magazine
filled with the avticles of outsiders is a
misnomer and a farce.

To those who sent us articles which
we rejected or were unable to publish,
we wish to say not {o despair, and they
will probably fare betier next time. It
is always a disagreeable thing to refuse
to publish anything upon which a good
amount of time has been spent, but yet
v is necessary., We thank those triends
also, and trust that their next experi-
ence will be better.

"olume XV. is already being prepared,
and we trust will be the best that has
vet appeared and that it may come up
to the most sanguine expectations of
those who have it in charge. We be-
speak for-them from friends and fellow-
students a hearty co-operation..

VRRR '

The highest culture is to speak no ill ;
The best veformer is the man whose

oyes
Are quick to see all beauty and all
worth.
And by his own disercet, well-ordered’
life

Alone reproves tlie crring.
—Seclected..
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TALKS ON BOOXKS.

I am not quite sure as to whether it
is o violation of confidence or not, but
qan havdly forbear to tell, that a book,
which has copic my welcome way, has
g0 come with pleasant memories of the
Talker and Yoho on the part of the au-
thor. Now, Yoho is the TLalker’s summer
abode and mission field, *a poor thing,
but mine own,” Shakespeire would say,
and an island that yields the palm to
no other of its size in Canada for the
numbers of distinguished men and wo-
men that have graced it with their pre-
sence. When an honored guest s kind
enough to say hie has pleasant memories
of his backwoods’ host, and of the woods
themselves, the result may be as varvious
as the constituiional temperament of the
host. If he be a vain man, it will con-
firm him in his foolish conceit ; it un-
duly humble, it will remind him of all
his shortcomings ; if a conventional be-
ing, he will regard it as a prettily turned
compliment ; and, if a sincere man read-
ing a true friend’s hand, he will be
erateful for the appreciation that all the
world loves, whatever it may say.

The cyniec might suggest that I am
hardly a fit person to review i hook by
Trincipal Grant, becanse I am preju-
diced in his favor. The beeause is quite
true, and there is reason for it. When,
apparently, I stood almost alone, and
every ‘Tom, Dick and Harry, Episcopali-
an, Mecthodist, Baptist, and Congrega-
ticnalist, was canvassed against me,
Principal Grant and one or two others
wrote Kind, brotherly words in public,
that, as God lives and I live, shall never
fade from my memory. They are fixed
in my heart as with a graver’s tool. But
Irincipal Grant knows, aud all who
really know the "Talker, know, thav if my
worst enemy did a meritovious thing I
would give him credit Lor it, and that it
my best freind failed to put forth good
work, I would, even though it wrung

my heart, not stamdd between that work
and just criticism.  Also, it I know any-
thing, I know the ficld which the Prin-
cipal has made his own.

The title of Dr. Grant’s book of 137
duodecimo pages is the ¢ Religions of
the World,” and it is onci of the series of
Clrurch of Scotland Guild Text Books,
cdited by Drs. Charteris and McCly-

mont. The great religions it deals with
are  Mohammedanism, Confucianism,

Hinduism, and Buddhism, and all of
these it views in relation to Christianity.
The history of their rise and progress is
interestingly told with fulness of inci-
dent ; their peculiar doctrines are set
forth philosophically ; and their merits
are candidly acknowledged.  Nowhere
in the review have I found the author's
pen slipping, even though no less an an-
thority than Professor Max Muller mis-
1akenly  called Buddhism an  Arvyan
creed. The chapters that deal with the
suecess and  failure, the strength and
weakness, of the four gentile religions
are invaluable to the theologian, as they
bring into prominence the real essentials
of Christianity. which are neither Divine
sovercignty nor human morality. What
they are the Talker endeavored {o set
forth in the opening lecture of the ses-
sion. and with it Principal Grant’s hook
is in general accord. No more concise
yet comprehensive treatise on the sub-
ject is known to me ; and I am glad to
find that its merits are universaily re-
cognized.

My brother-in-law, J. S. Ewart, Q.C,
of Winnipeg, sends me, not for review,
a. large octavo volume of 400 pages com-
piled by him, and entitled “The Mani-
toba School Question, being a compila-
tion of the ILegislation, the Legal Pro-
ceedings before the Governor-General in
Cowncil.—An Historical Account of the
Red River Outbreak in 1869, 1S70, its
Causes and its Success, as shown in the
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Treaty, the Manitoba Act, and o Short
Summary of Protestant Promises.” 'Lhis
useful volume may be said to contain
cverything relating to the vexed ques-
tion of the Separate Schools of the North-
West, including lectures,  sermons,
speeches, addresses, letters and news-
paper articles by  Avehbishop Tache,
Bishop Machray, Principals King and
Grant, Rev. Drs. Bryee. Duval and
Laing. Hon. Mr. Laurier. Messrs. Dalton
MeCarthy, James Fisher, Joseph Martin,
Le Sucur, the editor of the Toronto
“aveek,” and Mr. Bwart himself. Al-
though the author is the counsel for the
Roman Catholie party at law, and dedi-
ciates the book to the memory of his
client and friend, Alexander, Archbishop
of St. Boniface, he has very fairly set
forth the views of those who have dis-
sented from his arguments and presen-
tation of facts, as the above array of
names will alone indicate.  One rvises
from the perusal of the volume with the
impression that the Roman Catholie ad-
vocate has made a strong case, not so
much for the justice of Separate Schools
in general, as for the guaranteed privi-
leges in respeet to them of the Mani-
tohan minority. Though generally seri-
ous in tone, there are oceasional flashes
of wit and humour with mingled sar-
sasm in the Manitoba question, and the
controversy between the author and Dr.
Bryee is quite amusing.

While on the subject of polities, T may
say that the Editor-in-Chief has handed
me © Canadian DPolitical History,” out-
lines of a course of ten lectures deliver-
ed in counection with the educational
work of the Y.M.C.A., Montreal, by Her-
bert B. Ames, B.A. This 64 page bro-
chure I have read from end to end, and
have done so with pleasure. Mr. Ames
very simply, but concisely and ably,
rives sketehes of the Old French Re-
gime in Canada, of the Constitutions of
Britain and the United States, and then
proceeds to trace the development of
the Canadian Constitution. to analyze
the British North Amwerica Acts, to ex-
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bibit the Dominion Parliament in imo-
tion, while the three last lectures arc on
“Canadian Political Parties,” “Canada’s
Future Destiny,” and “The Right
of Dominion Suffrage.” LTwo invaluable
appendices are “ A Young Maw's Duty
in reference to Iolitical Parties,” and
“he Christian Young Man in Polities.”
N, Ames is christian and loyal, a true
friend of British connection, and an ad-
vocvate of pure government. Fis synop-
sis of lectures cannot fail to be beneficial
to all who take a real interest in the
welfare of the country, and will, 1 trust,
findd many readers, especially among our
youny men.

A little work of a very different type
cones to me from Bayomne, in  the
Freneh Pyrenees. 1t is in Freneh, but
its author ix an English Chureh clergy-
man, the Rev. Wentworth Webster. Its
title translated is “ Concerning some
works on Basque made by forcigners
during the years 1892-94.” 1t is interest-
ing to find that a language and people
which a few years ago were almost un-
Kknown, have engaged the attendion of
scholars in all parts of Europe. There
is a Basque society in Berlin which pub-
lishes a journal ealled ** The Iuskava.”

Dr. Schuchardt of Vienna, Professor
Rhys of Oxford, Julien Finson of
Paris, M. Uhlenbeeh of Amsterdam,

Don J. Costa of Madrid, and M. Topo-
lowek. a Selav, with many other writ-
ors, have contributed during the time
specified, to Basque literature, philolo-
gy and cthunology. The vaunable infor-
mation collected by Dr. Webster, cannot
be had elsewhere in any other form
than by procuring the many volumes
anad articles that have passed through
his hands. It is well that there are
learned men in the quicet places of the
world, removed from its oft childish and
wprofitable din and strife, who ean
calmly gather for our delectation and
instruction the lore of ancient and mo-
dern times. To their retreats one looks
with the wish of the psalmist, “ Oh that
1 had wings like a dove.”
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The Rev. W. D. Ballantyne, B.A., edi-
tor of the * Canada Preshytevian,” sends
the I'resbyterian Year Book for the Do-
minion of Canada. and Newfoundland,
1895. I'o those who have not the min-
utes of last Assembly this book of 135
neatly printed pages will be exceedingly
handy, and even those who have the
minutes, will find in it much that is new
and of permanent interest. It contains
the Rev. John Murray’s sketch of Dr.
Mackay of TFormosa, the Moderator,
with a good portrait; Dr. George Pat-
terson’s ¢ Rise and IEarly Progress of
the Foreign Missionary Movement in the
Presbyterian Churceh of Canada ;™ Mr.

Traser’s  “ Presbyterianism  in New-
foundland ;” our Mr. W. L. Clay’s
Church in  RBritish Columbia. My

George Simpson, of Chicago, formerly
editor of the “ Canada Treshyterian,”
on “The I’resbytleriun  Church in the
United States;”  “Summary of t{he
Home Mission Report,” by the IEditor ;
and “ Skefches, with IHlustrations, of St.
Gabriel’'s, Montreal, the Paris Presby-
terian Church, and $t. Andrew's Chureh,
Niagara,” by Dr. R. Campbell, a name-
less writer, and Miss Jean Carnochan.
The minutes of last Assembly are re-
sponsible for the few mistakes in the
statistics ot the Year Book, which I pro-

posed the publication of twenty years |

ago to the late Mr. Cameron of Chals-
worth. Tong may it continue to appeat
under as able an editor as Mr. Ballan-
tyne.

“AMeClure's Magazine,” for March, has
an article by the versatile and veteran
Mr. Gladstong on “The T.ord’s Day,”
accompanied with portraits of the states-
man from his sixth to his cighty-ithicd
year. His plea for the Lord’s Day is o
veory sirong one, as he sets it first in op-
position to the Jewish Sabbath, sccondly
utilitarian theory of a day of rest, and
thirdly to the concessions of the reiaxa-
tionists. Mr. Gladstone’s idea is that
the day should be wholly given to the
clevation of man’s spiritual nature, and
that not by constraint, but spontancous-
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Iy, so that the Christian’s spirit ot devo-
tion, impeded or dammed back by the
secularities ol the wecek, may flow freely
through its entive channel, to the well-
being of the soul and the glory of God.
He makes less allowance than his Di-
vine Master did for the weakness of the
flesh, and regards the old Scoutish Sab-
bath as an ideal.  If the old man elo-
quent errs atall with his model, St. Au-
sustine, his failings are to virtue's side.

Julian ITawthorne has written tor Feb-
ruary’s number of the “ Cosmopolitan,”
a gruesome article, entitled * Salvation
vi the Rack.” It is an amply illustrat-
cd sketeh of instruments of torture em-
ployced by the inquisition and other in-
stitutions of persecution for foreing
confessions and abjurations.  Public
opinion has put an end to the out-
ward and visible use of such in-
struments, but the spivit that prompted
the hellish invention and employment of
them is very far from dead. We little
know in what seeret chambers cruelty
is being wrought in the holy name of
religion, not ncceessiarily among Roman
Catholies. Many a narrow soul, luy and
clerical, mourns that it has not the
power to gag, inearcerate, punish, put
out of the way, all who will not do hom-
age to his lack of thought, and dare o
exercise the right of private judgment.
In spirit, and therefore in God’s sight,
there is little to choose between the old
persecutor and the new. Evern that libe-
ral class of heings called stndents, when
they are cock-sure that they arce quite
right, regard cocrcion as a perfectly le-
gitimate method for the good of their
fellows and the world at large. Blessed
is the man who will not be coerced, for
his shall be in time truce manhood.

In the English “ Review of Reviews ™
for February, Mr. Stead reviews what
he calls the book of the month. It is
Grant Allen’s “The YWoman Who Did.”
The cffect of this ook, especially of its
preface, will be to excite wide distrust
of Cint Allen as a moral {eacher.
“The Woman Who Did,” is one that ran
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amuck with all religious and social in-
stitutions, obstinately refusing, in the
falsificd names of love amd purity, to
submit {o the terrible fetters ot the mar-
riage ceremony, even before i registrar.
This she did with Mr. Grant Allen's
commendition ; but, as Mr. Stead shows,
the novelist's ideal is @ boomerang that
breaks his own head, for he is compelled
10 malke an illegitimate daughter, grown
1o wonnn's estate, the obstiziate mo-
ther's bitter cup, compelling that mis-
suided female to ermmit suicide like the
ancient Pagan Romans.  The whole
book is i moral suicide. If a handsome
voung fellow, a gay Lothario of lordly
mien. had written the trash, one would
not have wondered much: but M. Stead
kills the book dead. by prefixing fo his
very full analysis a portrait of its very
plain-looking author, <mirking over his
microscope. and dressed in a quite ple-
Beinn cut of @t tweed suit. His proper
place is Salt Lake City and the chatir of
Prigham Young,  Ar. Stead isa little ioo
fond of unastiness himself. His rebuke
10 Grant Allen is. therefore, all the more
severe, stnd calenlated to make Canada
blush for her prurient offspring.  The
United States are 100 near us o admit
any weakening ot the suered marriage
tie in Canada. The deceased wite's Sis-
ter prohibition is nonsense. hut we have
here 210 oo many  marringes of first
cousins.  wuich indicate unwhelesome
socizl exclusiveness or timidity. and the
resulix of which are tendencies 1o in-
ity and physical deterioration. God's
well-defined  social  Iaws  cannot he
hroken with impunity. .

AMr. Macaskill of the Free Church
Hizhland Hoest is out upea Professor
Drummonds  * Ascent of Man.”  le
writes to the “ Glasgow Ierald ™ of
Fehrury cighteen i —

Nir—In my veply to, the discussion
on Professor Drummond’s ¥ Ascent of
Mant reported in yvour issue of the Hth
inst.. 7 am made to iy “ thay any man
who hield these views could neither be a
Christian nor a professor of the Free

Chureh.” I never used these words.
What T did say was—* 1 hold that Pro-
fessor Drummond cannot Liold one doe-
trine of Christinnity if he believes all

the nonsense he has published in this .

bhook.” I am, &,
M. Macaskill.

A Free Church Elder replies by quot-
ing St. Augustine and  St. Athanasius
amainst the rotundity of the earth and
the antipodes, as inconsistent with Scrip-
ture. They had not searched the Scrip-
tures. or they would have found, St
John (Rev. v., 3.) speaking of men that
are = under the earth.,” Ilowever, it ap-
pears ihat Mr. Macaskill's stricture is
fully as severe :is wis reported. though
the words be different. I confess to i
litte sympathy with the Highlander on
e war-path this time, not that 1 would
join in any hue and cry against an ex-
cellent. man, because on an important
matter he and 1 do not agree, hnt. 1 re-
serve my right to express dissent :d to
wive reasons for it.  That is not the
same thing as the rack.

A neat littde prospectus in black and
1ed lies beside me, its title, =\ Half-
Cenfury of Service, Knox College, To-
ronto.  ISH-INY, The  Jubilee  Me-
norial Volume, an  Historical Sketely,
with Complete Academical and Diogra-
phical Imata, by the Reve d0 AL Macion.
ald. of Knox Church, St Thomas.” This
haok. to be resdy sometime carly in ihis
year. is preparing nnder a committee of
Kunox College Board, of which the Rev.
L. 1. Jdordan, B.D., 28 Jarvis street.
Toronto. is sceretary. It is to consist of
200 pages of letterpress and many illus-
tsttions, aand wilk be sold to subscribers
at the moderate price of one dollar. Mr.
Macdonald's name is sullicient gaaan-
tee for a good hook, and he has abun-
dant material in the accumulations of
the past fifyy years. 1€ he only dared
use it all, the * Half-Century” would be
one of the wmost amusing hoaks ever pub-
lished in Canada or out of it. Why, he-
fore the generition  that Rnew  Drs.
Willis and Burns. with M. Willing the

e d et st Mo
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steward, the College Hebraists, Poets,
Dandies, ‘Lricksters, Mimics, et al., dies
away, does not some collector furnish
the world with a IXnoxoniani, redolent
with acadenie mirth of the rarest Kind ?
Hundreds of anccedotes are lying away
in many memories, that have never seen
paper, such as would make Dean Ram-
say wurn in his grave and laugh.

I have yet another document, 2 manu-
seript copied by some multiplying pro-
cess. entitled “ New Hebrides Mission
Synod. Mission Church, Anclgauhat,
Ancityum, April 28, 18947 It consists
of twenty foolscap pages, writien in
Jarge. legible hand, and contains much
information that to us scems curious.
Unhappily. many of the resolutions come
10 in the Synod. commemorsite severe
loxses sustained by the varions missions
through the deaths of prominent mem-
bers of them. Otlrers have reference to
the mavitime service of the Dayspring
and other mission vessels,  Slanderous
YEPOTIS coneerning certain missiomiries
circulited by unscruapulous tiaders were
met and refuted, and the evils of the
Inbor traflic were considered.  One of
the chicf ftems of business wis the os-
tablishuiens of 2 Native Teachers” Train-
ing Instituiion. of which 1lie Itev. Joseph
Annand, MoAL was appointed Principal.
with almost absolute powers.  In our
Canadian Theological Colleges, all pro-
fessors possess equatl authority, the pre-
Ssiding oflicer heing simply primos inter
but Principal Annand, while ve-
sponsible for all his actions to  the
Synod, has absolute power to dismiss his
Assistams and cashier students at will
e is untmmmmceled hy Faculiy, Semate.
or Board. Under ceriain circumstances.
the paternal government of one veally
zood man is e hest Kind of govern-
ment. but. expericince off nEny years
tells wme that veally Zoad men are very
are in this world,  The progress of civil
fustitutions. vead in the lizht of the Di-
vine governmment of our humaniy, silso
shows il it is Goad™s design to main
onr world, throuzh all s vicissitudes of

Jrares,
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wood and evil, in the direction of self-
direetion, according to this model of per-
feet manhood, and by the free working
in us of Ilis Holy Spirit. No authority
of vested rights, or power that savors
of compulsion, in whatever holy name
1key may be exercised, will long prevail
with free and reasonable creitures.
The moral and spiritual influence of holy
example in word and deed, and of i lov-
ing Christian characier, is the attractive
power that will unconsciously make
men and women good and great. and fit
to govern themselves.

The Session of 1894-95 is over, and the
Talker's work for the time-being is done.
Four books have been sent to the - Jour-
nmal ™ for review, by Messrs. Houghton,
Mitllin & o, of Boston., Messiso WL (.
Bryant & Co. of Brooklyn, and by the
'reshyterian Board of DPublication of
Philadelphia. Messrs. Drysdale & Co.
of Montreal have contributed five vol-
unes @ and two members of the *“Jour-
mtl 7 s<tafl have each furnished one. All
the rest. and it tkes a1 good nrmy treat-
ixex to il Sx monthly Talks., have come
from the stores of the Talker and his
fntmates. 1t is hard work, this making
bricks without staw.  Of course, like
Andrew Lang Zangwill, Bok., and the
literary mmhlers of such Saturday pa-
pers ax the “Gazetie ™ and * Herald,”
and the Toronto ™ Globe,™ aud = Matil-
Empire.” the Talker might restrict him-
self 1o one volume at at time, and view
it by wordy pangraphs from  every
point of the compass, bhut this is 1ol
ctlucation ; it is doing 10 death the houk
ad the reader of the review. The con-
stitueney of i colleme mazmizine is neces-
sarily limited. <o that we can hardly ex-
pret publishers to lavish their new books
on us: but in a college st has five
professors. three lecturers, mud not far
from 2 handred students, there should
hie opporiuniiies of plicing on  record
somewhere in the “Journal”™ not neces-
sarily here. our acquaintancee with many
features of the litersiture of the day.
May the year o come exhibit as zreat
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an advance in this as in other depart-
ments of college work and thought.

1 am compelled somewhat to modify
the preceding paragraph by a post-scrip-
tum, for the Editor-in-Chief nas just
placed in my hands a book sent to thie
“Journal” for veview, by the Fleming
H. Revell Company of New York, Chi-
cago and Toronto. It is the work of
a graduate of this college, the Rev.
Franecis R. Beattie, D.D, MLA., Profes-
sor in the Louisville Presbyterian Theo-
logical Seminary. With 323 neally
printed and bound octavo pages, Dr.
Beattic compresses what he has to say
on Radical Criticism, an cxposition
and examination of the Radical Critical
Theory concerning the literature and
veligious system of the Old Testament
Scriptures. Most of this work appear-
ed in the form of a scries of articles in
the “ Christian Observer,” which ac-
counts in part for the popular style and
cminently readable character of the
book. As a history of the Higher Criti-
cism, I do not kuow any treatise that is
more lucid, orderly and comprehensive.
When the author becomes a critic, his
criticism is very searching, and he cer-
winly shows up the lack of internal and
external evidence for the Jehovistic and
Elohistic documents, the various codes,
and the late dates believed in by the
distinctive higher critics. I do not kuow
that he was called upon, save by the
uluz-orthodox public opinion of South-
ern Presbyterianism, to say  whether
radical critics should be disciplined and
put out of the pale of the Church or 1o,
and cannot but regard his coming over
this more than once as  radieal defect
in an otherwise calm and moderate
book. Dr. Beuatlie and his introducer,
Dr. Moore, seem to say, go on and apply
the Higher Criticism, so as to confirm
every jot and titde of the Church's ra-
ditional belief in the Scriptures, but
know assuredly that, if You find any-
thing to invalidate that belief in the
slightest. you are wrong. you are a radi-
cal critie, and must be cut off from the
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fellowship of the Church, root and
brauch. I remember a most excellent
minister of our own Church who regard-
ed the Song of Solomon as a piece of
very doubtful erotic verse, whom nobody,
dreamt of subjecting to ccclesiastical
discipline. The Free Chureh of Scotland
is excecdingly sorry she ever laid a de-
stroying hand on Professor IRobertson
Smith. It is & dangerous thing still to
touch the Lord's ancinted and do His
prophets harm. As a rule, the finest
spiritual characters, the kind of men the
world is better for, don’t do that sort of
thing, ecither in the North or in the
South. Every science has its blundering
stage, and no such thing as progress is
possible without mistakes, but the
waters of auy rivulet, however full of
obstructions, is Letter for drinking pur-
poses than a stagnant pond. If safe
punting about is your purpose, the poud
is preferable. But what serious man
thinks of punting on the Water of Life ?
Dr Beattie is quite right in rebuking
the radical eritics for their arrogance, =
although it is doubtless begoiten of the
cqually unjustifiable arrogaace of conser-
vative ignorance. TPoor St. Paul was
compelled to Loast by Apolles and the
proud preachers of circumeision. Dr.
RBeattie does not do s0 ; he is too genuine
a2 man and thorough scholar to indulge
in anything of the kind. His criticisms
on the whole are just, his apologetic very
foreible. and 1 have not come across any
indefensible definition of inspiration by
which his reasoning might be marred.
Iis defence of supernaturalism in the
Bible is very ithorough and convincing,
and he turns the tables on the subiec-
tive emendators of Holy Writ. yet there
is a tendency towards a levelling of all
&Scripture, which is perhaps the result of
circumstance. Taking it all in all, Dr.
Reattie’s * Radical Criticism ™ is a valu-
able contribution to the discussion of 2
very important subjeet, and I should
like to kuow that it is largely purchased
and widelx read, as from its authorship,
matter and style, it deserves to be.

Z
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