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COLLEGE

BUILDINGS.

I.—The College Buildings, of which, owing to the munificence of David Mornce, Faq, Chainman of the Board, the ongnal stuctire forms bt
a wing, occupy a large extent of ground in one of the most favorable and healthy postions in the aity, and for clegance and completeness are unsur-

nssad by any erectron for the purpoecs of theological cducation an the continent.

They inchinle commudions Ciass-rooms, Convocation Hall, Labrary,

Jmang Fall, Stadies and Dormatories for resdent students, and every conventence and appliane ¢ for study and recreation, health amd comfort,
I —Students are l'upudncd with rooms, heating and Jight free of expense; but the refectory and attendance of servants are in the hands of the
Steward, whose fee will inno case exceed $12 per month, and who is responsiblz 1o the Board of Management for the cfticiency of his service,

Applications for yoems wust be made early to the Principal.

(CRRICULUM.

The Curriculum has been prepared with a view to qualify candidates for the Ministry for preaching the (}os{xcl i the English, French and Gaelie

Languages, all of which are extenavely spoken i the Dominion.  Special Counses of Lectures will be delivered
Beliefs of the inhabitants of the heathen helds of the Chuzeh to students preparing for speaal mission service.

on the Languages, Literawre and
In the Honour Course, to which

scholanhips, medals and fellow <hips are attached, and by which udents may proceed 1o the Degree of Bachelor in ivinity, the lighest standard of
‘Theological attamnmient 1s set forth 3 and w the Lectures on Sacred Rhetoric, Music and Ecclesiastical Architecture, a practical and elevating Christian

culture is opposed to a false religious asthetic.

LBXTERNAL ADVANTAGES.

1.—The city of Montreal, the largest and handsomest in the Dominion, is a great Preshiyterian eentre, containing in addition to the College.
which holds a high position in the cstimation of the community, no fc\\'gr than sixteen Presbytarian Churches, of which thirteen are under the General
Assembly, together with the oftices of the Board of French Evangelizaticn, of the Zrestytersan Ruord, and of other schanes of the Church. Init

alo arc held Presbyterian Anniversary Missionary Medtings of special intereat.

Every facility is thus afforded for hecoming acquainted with Church

work, for the study of pulpit cloqugmc and active Chrisli'an lwtlc\qlcncc. and for the enjoyment of Christian hospitaluy.
11.—Students desirous of acquiring 2 pratcical acquaintance with the French language will find in the eny, and especially in the two French Pres-

byterian Churches, the amplest opportunities.

111.—In addition to McGill University, with ils‘l".‘lcullic\ of arts, Mcdicine, Law and Applied Science, there are in the city three Protestant
Schools of Theology, exclisive of the Presbyterian College, as well as variots Scientific and At Institations, that are available for gener® culture.
Students })rcparing for foreign mission fields will find unsurpassed facilities for the <tudy of Mediane m connections with the renowned Medical Faculty

CALEND.\R. :

of McGill University.

The College Calendar may be obtained on application to the

Or to \he REGISTRAR, at the same address.

REV. PRINCIPAL MACVICAR, LL. D,
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MoON1FEAT..

DAWSON BROTHERS,
Booksellers, Dtationers

AND — ————

PERIODICAL AGENTS,

130, 164, 765 & 16 S8, James o4,

KEEP ON HAND A FULL SUPPLY OF ALL

COLLEGE TEXT BOOKS,

and of Standard Theological works used in the diflerent
Institutions of lcarning in Canada.

They pay special attention to the supply of all
Students’ requisites, and manufacture very superior

STUDENTS NOTE BOOKS,

all of which they scll at the lowest prices.

Their 25 cents Note Book contains 230 pages quarto
of good paper—strongly bound, suitably ruled, and with
rounded cdges.

All New Books in:ported immediately on publication,
and may be inspected on their counters.

DRWSON BROTHERS,

159 TO 185 ST. JAMES STREET.

J859% PERIODICALS. -5JS52.
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Teachery and Scholuy Helpg,  {im
STEDENTS XOTE BOOKS 430 REQUISITES, FULL SUPPLY, the
Theological Works, large Supply. ot -
bre:
SUNOAY SCHO0L LISRARIES, [begi
ausg
We have now the largest assortment of Library Books besg
in the city, and having purchascd the stock belonging to [...4
the Canada S. S. Union can offer great indecements to l, 4
purchasers.  Parties desiring fresh lots have only to send j.. |
a catalogue of books now in their possession, and we vhic
shall be happy to make a sclection, which will be sent on 1
approval; any books decmed unsuitable will be ex- th(i‘”:
changed for others. | hi .im ;
Sabbath-School Tickets, Leaflets, Catechisms, Biblej} eir
Picturcs for Walls, Maps, Blackboards, and a complete oun
assortment of School Furnishings constantly on hand, or i dc"
procured to order at shortest notice. nd i]'
Orders for books promptly attended to. vur J¢
- Book-binding in all styles at lowest prices. hat i
1 - nless
We DRYSDALE & €O |13,
23248t James Street, Montreal. Journ:
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N the kind providence of God, we have bcen spared

- to see the beginning of a new Session, and it is
now our duty to issue the first number of our Journal for
the Session ’82-'83. Many changes have taken place in
the great world since we last met within the college
walls, but it is with deep gratitude to the Almighty Giver
of all good, that we remark that death has made no
break in our ranks, and that we have been all spared to
begin the work of a new Session under such favorable
auspices. In the work of cditing a College Journal, we
bespeak the indulgence and co-operation of all our
readers.  The pages of this Journal will be always open
to the student, the graduate, or to our other friends, and
we hope that we shall have no lack of material with
vhich to fill our columus, but that we may rather require

excercise care in the selection of the articles for publi-

lo
hation from the abundance of our contributions. The

‘1im of the editors is to mal.e this a College Journal, and

eir wish is that cvery student should consider himself
ound to do something to make it a success. Let cach
tudent resolve to contribute some of the fruits of his toil
nd industry, and then we shall all reap a true benefit from
ur Journal. Our aim and desire at all times should be
hat in the columns of this Journal nothing should appear
nless—in the words of Cicero—it is  gerfectum ingenio
aboralum fndusiria” Let this then be our aim, and our

al.Journal must succeed. Having thus shown the desirc on

34246

the part of the cditors, and hoping that we may receive
a hearty co-operation from all our friends, we make our
bow, and hope that the Session ¢ '82-'83 ” may be in the
lifc of Journal and College crowned with abundant
success.

FTEN, upon entering a rural school-house, the eye

is attracted by the simple word ¢ Welcome,” written
upon the wall in letters of cvergreen. No such word
can be seen over the doors that appertain to the domiciles
of the students, No such word is blazoned in letters of
gold over the entrance to the College. Yet, notwith-
standing the secming omission, the cditors in their joint
capacity take upon themsclves the pleasing privilege of
cchoing forth the word welcome to all the students, from
the calm and dignified scniors in theology, to the juniors
who are entering college. Welcome to our midst ye
veterans who have withstood so far ¢ the battle and the
breeze” of the masses of Apclogetics, Church History and
systematic Theology accumulated in such vast heaps in
your note books!!! Welcome, junior men, who are
just starting out prepared to do battle with the weight of
mathematics, that scems likely to crush a man with its
angles, circles, figures and formule!! Welcome, all |
whether you come from the fair west, with its orchard-
covered plains and delectable cities, or from the hoary
cast, or from the provinces lashed by the Atlantic,
Welcome from whatever latitude you have come!l Wel-
come!!

Flontreal as an Eoucational Centre,
EVER, in the brief but eventful history of our college,
did a session open with a more brilliant prospect,
Hitherto the theological classes were largely or solely
made up of Graduates of McGill University and of stu-
dents who had completed their literary training in the
Preparatory Department. Now graduates of others uni-
versities are beginning to sec the great advantages con-
nected with a professional training in the commercial
centre of the Dominion and are coming from the East
and the West to join our classes. TFew cities of the world
present more attractions to the studeat than Montreal.
Apart from its healthful climate, the almost unrivalled
beauty of its scenery, its magnificent churches and beauti-
ful private residences, it has an additional charm to the sta-

dent, from the fact that its population represents two
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nationaltics. He has the opportunity of becoming

familiar with the language, thought and social habits of

two of the most enlightened nations in the world, He

has privileges which students of many other good institu-

tions cannot realize without expensive travel and sojourn

in a foreign land. No doubt, when these things are duly

considered by the yourg people of Canada, the various

institutions of learning in this city will be better

patronized in the future than in the past. Montreal

and the Province of Qucbec are peculiarly adapted

for fostering higher education. There is no reason why

our great city, which has a tuture of indefinite development
before it, should not become the centre of culture and of
education in the Dominjon as it is now of commerce.

There never were stronger indications of the future pre-
eminence of Montreal as a home and resort for scholarly
men, Last summer the “ American Association for the
Advancement of Science” held its meeting here. The
British Association has expressed its intention of mecting
here in 1884. Nature and political results have put Mont-
real in a position, the most favorable of all American
cities, of becoming the Athens of this continent. The
lcaders of our various institutions are confident of a great
future. The Medical Faculty of McGill is full of life and
energy. It now holds a more than continental reputation,
and refuses to occupy a place second to any Medical
Faculty in America. The Scicnce Department of the
University is making steady and rapid progress, and it
will prove one of the great factors in the development of
the resources of the Dominion. The Arts Department
and Faculty of Law are equally vigorous. It is unnecessary
to mention the various schools and colleges alliliated with
our splendid University, all of which are doing excellent
work.

Among them all none shows more cnergy and indica-
tions of progress than the Presbyterian College. The
clanging hammers of the workmen of the David Morrice
Hall, who are hastening to give the finishing stroke to the
splendid edifice, are responded to by the buoyancy and
carnest determination of the students, who have the con-
viction forced upon them that they are students ofa
college which has a big future.  The junior elass
in Theology contains over a dozen members who are, or
will be before graduation in Theology, with one or two
exceptions, graduates in arts. At connected with the
institution manifest the vigor and enthusiasm of youth,
None of our professors is beyond the prime of life and
some of them have not yet attained that period. The
addition to the staff of the professor of exegesis, who does
not come to his chair as a tyro but as one having years
of experience in lecturing upon the subject, will enable
due attention to be given to onc of the most important
subjects in a theological curriculum. The appointment
of the Dean relieves the Prncipal a-d staff of much which
*uterfered with their work in the past.

The church owes much to the great liberality of the
Presbyterians of Montreal, who have in the support of the
college shown such cheerful and disinterested generosity.

The Protestants of Montreal and the Dominion are to
be congratulated on having an institution which in its
dimensions and cquipment witl bear fair comparison with
the grand Roman Catholic institutions of the province.
The inception of the college was not auspicious. Its
success was considered doubtful and problematical. Its .
patrons showed a spirit of determination and devotion '
which could not be resisted.  In its development it has
surpassed the most sanguine expectations of its warmest
friends.

R

T is very gratifying to all lovers of true progress to see
the interest the Christian Church of nlmost every de-
nomination, is taking in the progress of the Temperance
reform. When we consider the evils of intemperance, is
it not a wonder that the Church of Christ scems only I
now to be awaking to a sense of its duty in dealing with
this great question? But now there is reason why we |
should hope for better things, as there is seen almost all |
over the Christian world the dawn of better days ; but the E
lovers of reform must not relax their efforts, as the
enemy is strong, and cvils long tolerated and decp-
seated, struggle fiercely cven in death.  Let, then, our
students and gradueates take a firm stand in regard to this
evil, and when an opportunity presents itself to speak on
this subject, let it be handled with no uncertain sound.
We feel very strongly in this matter, and our position is
simply this, that no Christian nor Christian teache" i
should countcnance its use as a beverage. One o ¢ 3
the greatest evils in the world to-day is drinking, anc ) ¥
therefore the encrgies of the Christian Ministry must be
directed against it. Since drinking ruins more souls thar
agnosticim, it would be wiser if the cnergies directec
against agnostics were directed in waging war against in-
temperance. It is one of the hopeful signs of the times
that the majority, in fact nearly all of the students for the
ministry in our colleges, are total abstainers. Let us
then pray that the cause of temperance may prosper, and
that from our Alma Mater many men may go forth to dc
noble work in frecing men from the chains of intemper-
ance, and in leading them to Christ who alone can give
liberty to the captives.

T AN et e agus

Consecration ta Hood.

HE bulwark of the Christian Church is God. He

is her strength and defence, and the servants tha

God blesses in his work, and whose labors are crownec Bf,
with success, are those who are truly consecrated to Hi-
service. The Church to-day nceds a more consecratec
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ministry. It needs men whose whole lives are devoted to
the work of saving souls, To obtain for the Church a
consecrated ministry, we need consecrated students,  We
wish all our young men to realize in their own hearts the
commission that Christ has laid upon them to preach the
cverlasting gospel.  And if our students all realize truly
the importance of their work and their own inability to
carry on that work, they will be led to trust morce to God
and ask Him daily to bless them in their preparation for
the great work to which they are called.  The history of
the Church in the past show that truly consecrated
ministers were consecrated studeats, and careless, in-
different and indolent students make but indifferent
ministers. Let then our college days be days of heart-
burning love for Christ, and days of diligent and prayer-
ful preparation for the battle-fickds in which, if we are
spared, we must yet wage the conflict.  Let not the busy
hours of literary study dampen our ardor or consccration
to Christ. Lect us seck to feel more and more in our
hearts, that the work of winning souls is the greatest and
most glorious in which we can cengage. And may the
prayer of every student be expressed in these beautiful

words :
¢¢ Take my heart and et it be,
Consecrated Lord to Thee.”

Induction of Prof. Scrimger.

N adjourned mecting of the Montreal Presbytery

was held in Erskine Church, on the cvening of

Wednesday, October 4th, for the purpose of inducting

Rev. John Scrimger to the lately endowed chair of

Greek and Hebrew Exegesis, in connection with the

Presbyterian College, Montreal. The induction questions

were given by the Moderator, Rev. Robert Campbell,

M.A., who also delivered an abie and suitable address to

the newly-installed professor. The address of the
Moderator was as follows :—

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,—As I happen to be at present
Moderator, the Presbytery have assgned me the duty of addressing to
you a few words, o the occasion o?your entening upon the duties of
your new office of Trofessor. I could have wished that the task had
fallen to abler hands, and that some member of the court, of maturer
years and larger experience, especially in academic matters, had been
appointed to discharge the office. At the sune time, it a special
gratification to me to be the mouthpiece of the Preshytery to-night, in
welcoming you to the dignified posttion of which you have been called
by the unanimous vote of the General Assembly. 1° .ve known you
longer, probably, than any of my co-presbyters. My mimstry having
i had an opportunity of noting the high
place which you took in the classes of the Collemate Institute, within the
walls of which you had competitors from all parts of the continent. The
eyes of your fellow-townsmen followed you to the University, and it
was to them matter of pride that in this bright arena you achieved
cqual distinction ; your attainmentsin the department of the languages
ancient and modern, especially, cven then giving promise of what
we have this evening seen come to ful. inntionof your fitness tobea
guide to othersinto the mysteries of grammar. It was next my pleasure
to join with others in welcoming you to the ranks of the clergymen of
this city, among whom you have from the first taken a hight position,
both on account of your scholarly attainments and your worth as a
Christian maan. I uced not say in this presence what full proof you
have given of your ministry in St. Joseph Street Church ; it is enough
to remark that your suceess has met the very highest expectations of
your fiicnds. And when the position of Lecturer on Greck and Hebrew

Exgesisin the Pre-byterian College became vacant through the Jamented
removal of our excellent and learned, and now distingushed friend,
Dr. J. M. Gibson, what was more natural than that th - cyes of the
authontics of the Institution should at once have turned to you as his
most fitting available successor 2 ‘The best proof of the wisdom of
their choice that could be given, we €ind in the fact that, after you
have filled the pusition of lecturer for several years, carrying on at the
same time the work of a laborious pastorate, so satisfactonly were the
duties performed, in the judgment of your brethren throughout the
Church, this evening you have been released from your pastoral office,
and called to give the whole of your time and thought and encigy to
College work. .

Itis a matter of much gratification to your brethren, that thoughthe
pastoral tie between you and your congregation has been severed,
you remain within the bounds of the Presbytery, and continue to oc-
cupy a seat at their table ; so that in their deliberations they wilt still
enjoy the benefit of your counsel and ¢o-operation 3 while I feel that
I ‘may in their name assure you that you carry with you,
into your new sphere, their fullest confidence and affection. 1 know
I can pledge my brethren of the Presbytery to accord you all support,
encouragement and sympathy.

You bring to the duties of your office the weight of years, of a ma-
tured judginent, and of a large eaperience.  Your scholarly tastes and
studious habits have met with due acknowledgement; and X do not
doubt that the very congenial work to which you are now to devote
your whole strength, will be crowned with abundant success. Not
that the position of a professor is higher than that of a pastor. No
oflice on carth 15 so honorable and glorious as that of 2 munister of the
Gospel, when he has faith in the powe. of divine truth tovegenerate,
bless and elevate his fellow sinners.  With the Apostle Paul, [
magnify mne otfice.”  The large opportunities offered to a pastor who
may have a thousand souls under hes care, of influencing their destinies
for ime and  cternity, give an importance and dignity to his position,
with which no other office can stand comparison ; and some minds and
hearts are so constituted, that they cannot be content unless they have
a multitude for an audience.  The right place for all « ich is the pulpit.
Others again are students by nature, and prefer an audience “ £ though
Jew"”  The products of ther minds are so concentrated, that only tﬁc
thoughtful and well-trained fully appreciate or profit by their dis.
courses.  Such men are born to be professors, leaders of thought, in-
structors of those who are to be instructors of the multitude. Dr.
Chalmers put the case aptly as between professorship and a pastorate,
when justifying .imself for leaving the immense congregation which
gathered around nim in St. John's' Church, Glasgow, togo to teach
moral philosophy to a score or so of young men in St. Andrews, he
wrote for the satisfying of friends who seemed to doubt the righteous-
ness or wisdom of the step ¢ “ You know that a maching, in the hand
of a single individual, can often dv 2 hundredfold more work than an
individual can do by the direct application of his hands. He who
mrkes the macking, then, is more productively employed than he who,
without it, engages immediately in the word. To produce a steam-
engine, which sets one hundred looms agoing, is a far larger contsi-
bution to the good of the country than to wotk at a single loom. * @
He who does the work is not so productively employed as he who
multiplies the doers.  The clevated office of a Christian minister is to
catch men.  There is, however, another still more clevated, and that,
to0, in regard of Christian productiveness—which is to be cmﬁloycd in
teaching and training the fishers of men. * ® * And should there be 2
fountain out of which there emanated a thousand rills, it would be to
the fource that I should carry the salt of purification, and not to any
of the streams which fozw from & He who manufictures the salt per-
forms a morc important office than he who merely appliesit. Dr,
Chalmers summed up the discussion of the question by saying: “ A
pro_fc}ssgrship is a higher condition of uscfulness than an ordinasy

arish,

Here, then, is a great authority justifying you in the step you have
taken w relinquishing the duty of instructing hurdreds, to engage in
moulding the tasies and habits of thought of a smaller number, since
the influence you exert over their minds and chamcters, is in its tum to
be employed 1n extending their influctice over the spiritual destinies of
the fhousands to whom God may call them o minister.  But you have
2 higher authority still than that of Dr. Chalmers. The Apostle Paul
said to one of the Christian teachers of his day, ‘¢ Meditate on 7&ine
own pecdiar work, give thyself to it wiolly,” The gifts and graces
with which Christ endows His servants are to be employed where they
will be of most service,  Jesus called Peter and James and John and
Andrew from a very uscful employment, tofollow Him-—and with what
view? The details of the ondinary routine pertaining to tue fishers’
craft there were hundreds besides who could attend to, but He needed
them to become fishers of men.

As the College is to be congratulated upon the important addition to
its equipment in the establishment of the new Chair of Exegetics, so

ou are to be congratulated upon being selected as its first occupant.
Not the least of the qualifications which you bring to this office into
which you have been inducted, is the fact that you have had scveral
years' experience in an active ministry.  From actual trial and obser-
vation you have lcamned what kind of a mental outfit is required for the
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sacred oflice,  Some of us find out, when i is two late to remedy it,
that it would have been well for us when at college to have mastered
the dry details and first principles which lie at the root of all esact
scholarship and thinking, and you will not fail to point out to thowe
whom you instruct, lines of study which served you it best stead dwong
your own ministry, and thus put them in possesaion of the advantages
of your expericiice of what is requisite in the way of cquipment for a
suceessful pastorate.

As the work to which you wre now going to devute all your tune
and energy s not new o you, but scang by special study and cevenal
years® labor as a lecturer you must have become an expert in the
work of your department, and gone far beyond the attamnents m exes
getical knowledge acquired by ordinary ministers m the prosceution of
their studies for the pulpat, T cannot preswie t wstruet you as 1o how
you ought to discharge the dutivs of your office.  Rut perhaps I nay
be pavdoned in drawing attention briclly to some generad pomts beare
ing upon the subjects embraced in your professorshup, which itdoes not
require the shall of aspectabist to understand,  Thee points you have
no doubt long since weighed, yet on this oceasion you will peshaps
suffer we 0 put you in remembrance of them, though you know them,
and be estabhished in the present tewth,

One of the satisfactory features of the work of your Chair is the
detinteness of the field i which your ducies he,  You contine your
attention to the Scri‘»lurcs of the Old and New Testaments. A field
large enough, indeed, to afford scope to your wimost difgzence and
acuteness to the end of your day~; depths ~ull lying unfathaned when
you have laid dewn your grawumar and your lexteon forever. Yot the
domain of revearch in which your investigations wali lie, s bound by
the lids of the Bible, unbhe the test-books in physical science which
vary from year 10 year, as the stinlents i the several depastments push
thuir researches farther, It is within fixed Timits, and souhnow exactly
what you have to deal with, It 15 different with the apologetic theo-
logian who, at a time when many previomly assamed traths have
been relegated to the region of open faith, is not only necessitated to
take a survey of other religions systems than Christiannty, and to know
something of the books in which they are set forth, but also to diseuss
certain previous questions, physieal and metaphysical, such as, Whether
it is profitable to know anything of God at all, or knowing that there is
such a Being, whether the Bible is to be accepled as speaking Fis
mind. The seilement of these points involves the discussion of
historical, philological and psychological matters, with which, happily,
you are not required to concern yourself,  You commence your work
with assunting that God is, and that He has made Thmself known in
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ; and it is your bininess
‘to ascertain and teach what God has spoken in the Word, by.thestudy
of the grammar of the Janguages in which it has been banded down to
us, and by inquiring into the historical circumstances in which its
several parts were compaosed, and the obiects their wiiters had primar-
ily in view.  Your Chair ranks scconu to none in impontance: if
Christianity is the only truc and perfect religion, and if in the Hebrew
and Greek Scriptares alosze we can find the aaterials for forming an
estimate of what Christianity is, then a knowludge of the siguification of
all parts of the Bible shiould be regarded as fundamental. It is a
promising sign that now no theological school is Jdeemed properly
cquii)pcd that has not a Professor of xegetics, who shall devote his
whole tirae and strength to instructing students on the right interpreta-
tion of theword of God, and one result 10 be hoped for iv 1hat in
future we shall have more expository preackhing, and that the taste for
the lecture, rather than for the Jomily shall beravived inthe Church. It
is the application of divine truth, as s foreh in the Sciptures,
1o the hearts and consciences of man, that cifects their salvation 3 not
the subjective conceptions and experiencesof the preactier himself. The
prayer of Jesus on behalf of his disciples, ¢ Sanctify themn though thy
truth, thy word is trnuh” indicates God's method of regenerating and
purifying sinful men.  In cquipping preachers of the Gospel for their
functions, then, the work of your Chair is fundamental.

The very nature of your dutics determines the «pirit in which they
must be conducted, to be successful. You goto your Chair untramauelled
by conditions or traditions, It is your business to find out what the
Spirit hassaid in the Word, irrespective of the Babel of conflicting creeds.
VYou do not walk in the footsteps of the systematic theologian—1t is for
him rather to follow yor, and note and harvest the reults you have
reached. Yeou furnish him with the raw materals of his system. If
your unbiassed investigations into the grammaticaland historical signiti-
cance of the saveral parts of the Word are found to harmonize with the
creeds, all good and well 3 but it is not to be your aim 1o make themn
speak, rightly or arrange, the language of the creeds, This is no easy
task—it s almost like going out of himsclf for one to rid himself of
preconceived notions of the meaning of texts 3 but what it is possible
for man to do in the way of imparuality and fairaess, I am sure you
willattempt ; for your manly independenceis one of the qualities which
your co-presbyters have admired i you.

But while you will no doubt beon your guard against the many
subtle sources of misleading, to which our surroundings neccexsarily
subject us, as to the proper interpretation to be put on the Word of
God, I am equally confident that you will avoeid the opposite, and meore
objectionable, extreme, of striving to find startling novelties in the way
of interpretatien. I weare so imbucd with traditional views, that it is

almost as ey togo out of the body, as to free ourselves entirely frond
their inflaence wpon ourjnulgmcnt, a mere show of reason 15, to the full,
as ' misteading, to the thinker who rashly mistakes free thought for
thorough thinkarg”  Asobet mind will have respect to the convictions
of other  people past amd present. To choose between different con-.
cusions arnved at by those who have preceded you in the busmess
of mterpretatton, will indecd be often perplening to you. Clear insight,
especially the msight whicn caution hom the Holy Spirit’s guidance
contain, sobricty of mind, are qualities indispensable to right exegesis
Lo wahang your way through the ever accumulating mass of commen
which the Tearing of the ages has brought to bear upon the unmvellingg
of the my-tenies of Scnpture —and it is evidence, how deep a hold thd
Wible has taken upon the thought and heart of the human race, that
no other book has excited o much interest as it has, or has called
furth such siores of learning to elucidate it-—in endeavoring to gather
itstrie meaning from the cnormous mass of Bibhical literature lying to
your band, vouwill require to put forth much patientand carest thought.
But we fecl swe your sold sewse wilt stand you in good stead, when |
at a loss atherwise what conclusion to reach, b
Osne thing [ do not fear—that your highest attainments in Biblical -
Jearning ~the profoundest resnhts yon arrive at—are hikely to furnish our -
theorogians with any great store of new materiab for construciing their
sysems with, T am persuaded no serious reconstruction of ottr own 54
creed wall be readered imperative by any new discoveries you make, g
The age which pro-luced our Contession of Faith was one of intelleciunt 7
giants.  The men compostng the Westmimter Assembly were nat
wizeorthy, in poiat of <olid thinking powers, contemporarnies of John
Milton.  They were the elect of England, chosen from all parts of the
country for their scholuly attaiments, their discerning piety, and their
masenline sense, to advise the Parhament what the ereed should be.

I we name Gataker {or his Greek crud.tion, and Sclden for his rab- K

binical lore, it is only because they were the chiefs of a whole band,
who were perfectly familiar with the best thought and leacning which
had heen bioughtto bear in former times upon the right interpretation of
the Word of God.

Finally, in the name of the Presbytery T bid yon God speed
in the very impontant and congenial work upon which you enters and
I commend you to God and the word of His grace, which is able to
keep you and baild you up, and make youa workman who needeth not
to be ashamed, nghtly dividing the woid of truth,

Echoes.
NOTHEIR name for sermons. Ministers in their
preaching should simply ccho the word of the
Lord. This is ali the Prophets did. The burden of
their addresses was—< Thus saith the Lord.” When
John the Baptist was asked, “Who art thou? What
sayest thou of thyself 2 He replied, “I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness,” and what was the voice
but an ccho of God’s Word in Isa. xl1:3. The same of
the apostles also. Their sermons were saturated with
the Word, and their writings abound with quotations from
the Old Testament scriptures.  And Jesus Christ Himself
—the model preacher—** who spake as never man spake,”
said, “ My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me.
The words which I speak I speak not of myself, but of
Him that sent me.”

Yes, whes God calls men to preach, itis to preach
His Word. And the best preachers are they who try to
only ccho the Word of the Lord. The emptier the
building the clearer the echo, and the emptier preachers
are of self the clearer will they echo the Gospel. O, for
more preachers emptied of self and filled with God's *
Word and Spirit. Such preachers will be evangelical.
They will not preach what they should not preach.  They
will give no uncertain sound to the Gospel. Filled with
God’s Word and Spirit they will not give out to their
people their own ideas, or fanciful speculations, or
questionable interpretations.  Again, such preachers will

[




Y;cn
Hiang,
th
that
ded
ther
£ 1o
tht.

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL. 5

be carnest, Empticd of sclf and filled with the Word,
they will have that carnestness which the Word inspires,
Can we be filled with the Spirit of Him who wept over
Jerusalem, and the hardness of men’s hearts, and sinful-
ness of men’s ways, and not be carnest? Can we be
filled with that Word which speaks of a terrible doom,
and an undone eternity for poor Christ-rejecting sinners,
and not be earnest 7 ¢ Is not my Word like fire #  saith
the Lord,” aud can we be filled with that Word and not
be fired with carnestness? Can we be filled with the
Spirit of ** the most carnest of all carnest books,” and
not be carnest 2 Such preachers will be suceessful, too.
Many people have very wrong notions as to what success
in preaching really is,  They think that ministers must be
cloquent and attractive, and that to “ draw crowds » and
“ fill up the pews,” issuccess. But alas, many do this
who are far from successful preachers.  Successful min-
isters are they who win souls for Christ and bring sinners
into the Kingdom. Novw, if a man preaches the Gospel
traly and carnestly, he cannot be but successful, for the
Gospel ‘“is the power of God unto salvation.” The
preacher who just cchoes the Word of the Lord, though
he may not be cloquent or attractive, will be successful,
for God's “Word shall not return unto Ilim void.”
*Then will 1 feack transgressors Thy wayps, and sinners
shall be converted unto Thee.” T. A, N.

Book Reviews,

TnEe Story or NaaMay, by A. B. Mackay, Minister of
the Gospel, Montreal ; Lecturer in Sacred Rhctoric
and Literature, Presbyterian College ; author of
“The Glory of the Cross,” etc. Hodder & Stoughton,
London, England, 188:.

A ypowerful, instructive and entertaining little book just
from the press. The author's former work—of which we
are glad to note a second cdition has lately been issued—
led us to cxpect something well worth reading in the
volume under notice. We have not heen disappointed.
From beginning to end the readeris held in rapt attention.
There is an earnest, manly ring thrcughout, which stands
out in pleasing contrast to the flabby, sentimental style
usually adopted in works of this kind. The design, as
stated in the preface, is ““to present the truths of the
Gospel embedded in the Old Testament story of Naaman,
the Syrian, in such a way as, with God's blessing, to
arousc and convince the careless, guide the anxious in-
quirer, and instruct the servant of the Lord.” The book
opens with a very realistic description ¢f the most ancient
city on carth, and then proceeds to deal with the story of
Naaman in 2 manner entircly original and entertaining,
The points are well made, and the appeals to the sinner
very direct. Mr. Mackay is sometimes peculiarly happy
in expressing himself. Thus, on p. 77, he says Naaman
wished to %¢ dealt with “as a great man who happened
to be a leper, not as a leper who happened to be a great
man.” Turther on he refers with keen satire to those
people whose chicf aim in life is to gf on. This is the
positive, and when it has been mastered, ** There will be
no harm in adding to it ¢» and &/ to form the comparative

and superlative, and thus your life will be summed up by
the words gef on, gt konour, gel honest.  The addition of
the last two will, at a late stage of life, be found useful
and attractive, though at the beginning they would have
been a hindrance.”  The chapter devoted to ““ The Cap-
tive Maid,” breathes a spirit of tenderness and pathos,
mingled with manliness, which one cannot but admire.
The “ parable " on the Human Programme, (pp. 57—359),
is thrilling in the extreme, and we only regret that space
forbids an extracting. Altogether, “The story of Naaman"
is a volume of great merit, and we trust it willreceive an
unlimited circulation, and be instrumental in winning
many souls to Christ. . VARIETAS.
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Opening of the Session,
UR Session opened in Lrskine Church, on the 4th
inst. It was an occasion of unusual interest.  The
Presbytery of Montreal, under instructions of the General
Assembly, inducted the Rev. John Scrimger, M. A, into
the chair of Hebrew and Greek exegesis.  The charge to
the new Professor was delivered by the Muderator, Rev.
R. Campbhe’y, Al. A, in the course of which strong testi-
mony was borne to the personal worth, nipe scholarship,
and eminent success of Mr. Scrimger as a student and
pastor. He had gained high distinction in his AA/ma
Aater, the University of Toronto, and he had already
given abundant evidence of his skill and power as a
teacher while acting for seven years as a Lecturer in the
College.  We publish clsewhere Professor Scrimger's able
and lucid Inaugural address.

The Principal in a few appropriate words welcomed the
Rev. J. W. Dey, MLA, to his oftice as Dean of Residence.
He sroke of lum asa Gold Medallist in Arts and Theology,
a graduate of McGill University and of our own College.
He had also valuable experience as a Teacher and Pastor.

The number of students this session will exceed the
accommodation provided, notwithstanding the large ad-
dition furnished in the David Morrice Hall, and there-
fore the Principal luoked for sull more room and celled
for cndowments for all the chairs now founded and others
to be established. Who can tell what may be announced
in this respoct at the public opening of the “ Morrice
Hail ” which is to take place shortly. \We have just now
heard of a legacy endowing another Scholarship, but the
name is not yet to be divulged, We are always glad c¢f
such incidents, but confess a preference for the way
adopted by Mr. Morrice, Mr. E. Mackay, and others of our
liberal benefactors, who do their generous deeds and let
their light shine before men in their life time.

FTER the induction of the new professor, the Rev.
Principal Macvicar addressed the large and at-
tentive audience concerning the present condition of the
college. The Principal alluded to its increasing pros-
perity, and the large influx of new students, but refrained
from an cxtended specch, pending the opening of the
mag nificent *Morrice Hall.”” The Rev. Professor Scrim-
ger then delivered the opening address of the Session
on “The Prophets and their Work.” This difficult ard
interesting  subject was handled with extreme tact and
ability. We have much pleasure in submitting the lec-
ture in full to the rcaders of the JourRNAL (—

THE PROPHETS AND THEIR WORK.

A LECTURE DELIVERED BY REV. PROFESSOR SCRIMGER AT THE
OPENING OF THE SESSION, 1832-3, OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CoL-
LEGE, MONTREAL.

To most readers of the Ol Testament Scriptures, the rrophctical
books, which forin about one fourth of the “hoFc, are ve :\qﬁcl un-
inlcui[iiblc with the cxception of a few pourtivns which rightly or
wrongly have come to be regarded as Messtanic, and which the pious

instinet of the Chwieh Las seized upon for purposes of edification, they
are practically given up a5 hopelessly obscure, and_consequently they
receite far less attention than they descrve both from ministers and
prople.  The causes of this obscunty are not very far to seek.  Inthe
fist place they are matueally more or less obscure becanse of their
poetic structure and furm ; and the highest poetry is always obscure.
Nether Shakespeare nor Goethe will yield up their meaning to the
idle reader, wh merely seehs o while anay a vacant hour in their
persal. - Norwill the prophiets of the Old Testament.  They must be
studied and that carefully, or they witl continie to be the despair of
the prous in the Charch,  Unfortunately the difticulty of studying them
has been very greatly aggravated hatherto by the defects of our English
versiot, which s perhiaps less «atnsfactory here than many othier por-
twon of the Bible. It is to be hoped that when the revised version of
the Old Testament appears, matters will be considerably improved in
this respect.  Another cause of obseurity 1 to be found n the fact that
these books are not arranged in chronological order, hence they are
apt to be utterly dislocated from the histonieal circumstances that gave
e to them.  The motive that prompted them is ignored, and they
are read inan uttely fabse light. This defect of arrangement is one
which we have mhented from the Hebrew Canon, and probably will
never be set right in any version intended for common use.  Indeed
we are not yet in a position to set st nght in every case. Much of the
critical discussion of toese buoks tins upon this very question of thar
date and historical oceasion.  Many points must be admitted to be
stll doubtful, and unti they are et at rest, it would hardly be wise to
disturh an arrangement that has become vencrable from its great an-
tuguity.  But it would be well if some means could be devised for
finmg m the popudar matid of the Church something ke an approsimate
idea of the chionolomical order of these prophictic books and of bring
mg them ato cleaer relatton to the parllel hstory.  Until this s
done, there s noser Likely to be any higher degree of intelligent ap-
preciation of them than that which now unfortunately prevaits.

Underlying this gnorance of the historical settmg of prophecy,
there is, however, another canse fur difficulty, viz: a common nus-
apprehension of the position which was filled by the prophets in the
Jewish Church, and of the work which they were sent to perform.
There is a mistahke as to thair objects, and as to their point of view
which naturally prevents from seeing thar work in ts true relations,
and .wrrccnaung s true salue. The common 1dea current among the
mass of Christian people is that the great distinctive feature of these
men was thar power to predict the future, that therr chief work was
foretelling the course of events in Iozacl and surrounding nations, es-
peaally the coming of the Messiah, and that the chief value of their
wrtings is 1 furnshing an argument for the inspiration of the Seniptures,
and for the truth of the Chnistian religion.  Yrophecy, in the popular
mind, 15 stmply synonymous with prediction, and as the tme for the
fulalinent of all, o1 neatly all, the predictiuns has lung since passed by,
almost the only interest taken n l’lcm is to show that they Y\:wc been
accurately fulfilled.  Now there can be no doubt that there 1s an
clement of truth in this popular view. The books of the prophets do
contam predictions, and many of them. They do fumish an argument
for the inspiration of Scripture, as many of them ase of such a hind as
to shuw a supernatural ongin, and they do help to prove the truth of
Chrsthamty.  But while they providentially serve this purpose for us
1t s quite evadent that this cannot have been their own idea of ther
work or the object they had in view.  To represent them to ourselves
in this way is to change their front and marshal them agrinstan enemy
quite different from the one they were actually sent to meet.  And the
question still remains, what were these predictiuns meant for, and what
place dud they have in their real work 2 We st try and put ourselves
aslfnr as possthle in their place, and see their work as they saw it theme
selves,

The simplest way to do this is perhaps to look into the origin and
history of the order. That they du‘ constiiute a separate order and fitl
an office which was pretty well understoo o, thuugh perhaps never very
clearly defined, is tolerably clear from the many allusions to them in
the historical books. It s true thenspared prophets, as we count them,
number only some sixteen, and as these cxlcn\r over a period of about
450 years, it might scem as though there could hardly be more than
onc at a timic in either Judah or Ismael, and that they would therefore
stand isolated and alone, solitary figures in socicty, distinguished from
others only by the fact that they received revelations from heaven, and
bound tu cach other only by the fact that they spohe in God’s name and
delivered somewhat unwelcome messages to men.  But in reality these
inspired prophets were only selected individuals out of a large number
of men who held the same office and went by the same name. Frequent
allusions arc made to them as forming a numerous body. Some idea
of their number may be gained from ﬁuc statements that when Jezebel
persecuted them in [sracl Obadiah hid a hundred of them from “her in
caves, and that a few years later Ahab had no difficulty in collecting
four hundred of them together at one time.  In morc auspicious days
their numbers would be proportionately much larger.  But not only
were they numerous.  They seem also to have been pretty thoroughly
orgamized and to have formed a sort of guild or fraterty, with certain
well-known places as their headquarters, where they had houses in
common and ate tegether.  We find such for example at Ramah, Gil-
gal, Bethel and Jencho ; and 1t 1s quite likely there were others. We
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(ﬁnd that in Elisha’s time tuey had ontgrown their accommodation, and
' new premises were erected.  Itis not likely, however, that the prophets
' were permanently donnctled in these semi-monastic nstitutions 3 for
¥ many of * . had families of their own, and their duties must have
taken them elsewhere. It 15 more probable that these were the centres
where they were trained or fitted for there work, and where they after-
wards met at occasional intervals for conference ot fellowship.  Some
such arrngement must have been necessary to grve umty and cohesion
to their woik in the nation.
Their orgamzation into schools is commonly attributed to Samuel.
In his day we find a schuol of the prophets at Nasoth or the mculows
near Ramah with Samutel himself at their head.  After the elzvation of
Saul to the Kingship he seems to have devoted Ins attention almost
entirely to the work u} training and guiding them 3 and there can be
no doubt that he did much to put them on a firmer basis than before.
But he cannot really have done more than _consohdate, extend and
¥ modify an institutition of far older standing.  In the book of Numbers
we find therr enginal foandation: attnbuted 1o Moses.  When he com-
plained to the Lurd that the burden of govenung and directing the peo-
2 ple was too heavy for him, he was told to select seventy of the elders
as s esnecial assistants, and orgamize them into a body of Councillors.
upon whom the Spirt of the Lord descended so that they prophesied.
Individual prophets such as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Moses himself
there had of course been before that tme, but this must have been tireir
first appearance as a recognized body. L
And just here we get at what seems to have beea the original idea
as to the functions of the order.  Weare not told what the prophesying
of these seventy comsisted in, though it must have been some form of
];ubhc address. But whatever it was, 1t was associated with a share
i the government of the people.  They were a sort of Ingher magis-
tracy whose work would be partly exccwtive and partly judicial. In
. an amsettled community such as Israel then was, these functions would
demand unusual gifts, the greatest practical wisdom and the keenest
insight into characters 3 and they would requie to be clothed with all
the dignity and authority that a sacred oflice and a divine consecration
. could confer. ‘This idea of the governmental function of the prophets
is further burne out by the assumance which Moses gave the people
before his death, of a prophet or line ot prophets to succeed ham.
“ The Lord, thy God, wall misc up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of these of thy brethren ke unto me."  This was the lofty ideal
vhich Moses had formed for the government ol the theacracy, that its
acknowledged leaders should be prophets speaking i Ged's name and
not in their own, using their power and influence as he hunsell had
done for the realization of dwvine ideas, not for self-aggrandizement.
And, as a matter of fact, this zontinued to be the only governmamt n
Istael for 400 years, until the estabhishment of the monarchy. Jushua,
the immediate successor of Moses, was a man of like mind, who placed
himself conscionly under diviae direcuion and enjoyed divine gurdance.
He held his anthority ncither by inheritance, nor by right of the strong-
cst, nor by popular clection, but by the fact that the Spirit of the
Lord was upon him. And so with all the judges until Samuel.  They
were commissioned and sent forth by Jehovah him«elf, having to revive
the national rehigion and the national spinit, to dehiver the people from
their encmies, and to admumster affairs for the general w. Webeing. Of
Othniel it 1s sud that “ the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and
he judged Isracl and went out to war.”  Deborah 1s distinctly called a
prophetess.  Gideon went forth to battle with the Midianites, only
after several distinet revelations from God. The Spirit of the Lord
came upon Jephthah when he led Isracl to victory over the Am-
monites. Samson was a Nazante consscrated to God from his birth, and
j though, perhaps, the least wise and the least spuntual of all the Judges,
+ he performed his marvellous feats of strength and prowess when the
. Spirit of the Lord came upon him. Samuel, who consolidated the na-
{  tionaud prepared the way for the kingdom, was at once the far seeing
statesman and the head of the prophetic order.  And when the pro.
phetic line reached 1ts grand culmnation i Jesus of Nazareth, it was
again linked with the higtest power. IIe being king as well as
i prophet.
‘ It can hardly be said that the government of the nation by a hne of

proplicts was a success.  The ideal was too high 2 one to be realized.

The mass of the people was too selfish, scctional feehng was too strong

to ve readily controlled by purely moral power. And there were
wanting men of sufficiently high character to supply a continuouns suc-
cessicn of effecuve leaders.  In some cases too, the power must have
been abused, and there was no cffective check on it.  Consequent-

ly the period of the Judges was a period of ever recurring anarchy

’ and disaster. It was necessary that tlus form of government should,
sooner or later, be replaced by somcthing more stable, and in the
nature of things it was almost nevatable that it should be replaced by

~ a military despotism, which, at first intended to be supreme only in
, time of war, soon usurpe? all power in time of peace as well.  Samun?
foresaw the change coming :\n(l)slrovc aganst 18, by punlymg the order

of prophets and giving it a better organization. e also sought to
secure a higher degree of efficiency by training them for their work.

It was to this end doubtless that he cstablished the schools of the
prophets.  And so far as his own adimmistration was concerned. it
scems to have been highly successful.  But cven with him the system

. broke down, just where 1t always had broken down, viz. ¢ in the difs

ficalty of obtaining a worthy successor. His sons, from whon 1.
expected the choice would be made, gave no promise of ‘hee,
qualities that would have fitted them for the office. A popular mo -
ment began in favor of a military leader, which proved too strong for
Samuel to resist, and, somewhat reluctantly, he consented to the
change. Even then, however, an cffort was made to preserve the
ancient torm of government by the prophets ; for before Saul was
crowned as king, he was imtiated into the prophetic order, somewhat
to the surprise of those who were not in the secret.  And the strong
hLold which this idea had upon the popular mind is shown by the ready
recognition of propheuc gifts in the persons of King David and King
Solomon, even though they no longer formally held the prophetic
office. Itis in all probability owing to the persistence of that iecling
that_we owe the ready acceptance of their wortks as inspired.

One would naturally have expected that as soon as the prophets
were superseded in the government of the nation, they would quictly
have disappeared from view, and that nothing more would be heard of
them. Rut it was not to be so by any means.  The change had not
been of their secking and they were not prepared to step aside and
have no further voice in the conduct of public a&:irs. They felt that
they were still the representatives of the divine idea in the nation. In
a peacelul revolution otd forms and old offices are apt to survive even
though the functions may be changed  “They might be deprived of power
but they could not be deprived of their moral influence. And it was not
long before the course o} events opened up asphere of activity to them.
In the case of Saul, it soan became appirent that the spirit of his
government was a purely selfish and worldly one, utterly at variance
with the traditions of the prophetic order.  And at a very early period
of his reign he came into collision with Samuel, who was still” too in-
fluential to be reacdily overridden. At fird a perce was patched up ard
an open rupture avouled 3 but the spirit of the one was irreconcilable
with the sprrit of the other, and the result was a struggle that Iasted as
long as Saul lived,  But it is important to_observe the practical effect
which it had upon them and their order.  First of all it gave them in-
creased vitality and secured the permanence of the office. It atonce fur-
winhed them with an ohject to work for and stimulated their activity,
whle their success showed the real extent of the power that remained
to them and made them necessary for the support of the monarchy.
Again it must have changed very largely the composition of the order.
Previotts to thns tiine the idea was that the prophets should be as it
were the picked men of the elders.  “Ihus they were almost necessarily
drawn from the raling classes.  But the moment they came into con-
flict with the king, the ruling classes would naturally take his side and
thiey would be glad to welcome those coming from any social grade who
were in sympathy with their ideas and had the necessary qualifications.

"1t undoubtedly the chief effect which it produced was a change
in” their work and sphere of activity.  Up to this time, as we have
seen, they were occupred with the responsibilities of government.  They
had been the judges of Ismel.  Now they became teachers and preach-
ers of religion.  ‘The change seems to be a radical one, and it was;
but the transition from the one to the other was made easily enough.
Even as judges ana magistrates they must have done much towards
the cducation of the people in matters of morality and religion. In
a primiuve community justice is not administered in the strictly
legal and technical <pirit that is so apt to be found at a higher
stage of civilimtion.  ‘The magistrate is mather an  arbitrator
and adviser than a judge, in the modern sense, and he would as
frequently be found seeking to prevent wrong-doing as punish.
ing it. He is the sort of social head ¢ the community, the
leader and guide of public opinion, to whom the people naturally look
to take the initialive when any good work was needing to be done, or
any growing evil checked.  When, therefore, they were deprived of
their official dutics, and found themselves in a position of antagonism to
the government, it was the most natural thing in the world for them to
take the role of educators of public opinion and to scck to spread
abroad their ideas among the people.

They did not, however, become mere political propagandists. Tt
arose indeed from the very nature of the case, that the great subject on
which they would first be led to influence public opinion was a political
one, the general policy which Saul was pursuing at home and abroad.
But their own feehings, and the traditions of their order, led them to take
a wide and far-sighted view of the case.  In their view the one
essential feature of a sound policy was fidelity to Jehovah and obedience
to lus law.  In secking, therefore, to bring the nation to adopt what
they considered a <ound policy, they were naturally led to remind the
people of their allegiance 1o God, and to instruct them in the require-
ments of his law. In this sense the work of the prophets never ceased
to have a political hearing, and they always interested themselves in
the great political questions of the day. In fact, they scem to have
done more to make and unmake dynastics than any other class in the
nation. As we have already seen, they removed the family of Saul
from the throne in favor of that of David. It isnot very clear how
far the revolt of the ten tribes was due to them, but they certainly scem
to have favored the cause of Jeroboam, and helped him to success.
The various revolutinns in the northern kingdom, by which the families
of Jeroboam, Baasha and Ahab werc successively dethroned, were
cither encouraged or headed by prophets.  They never shrank from
the logical consequences of their opinions, cven though they ine
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volved a revolution.  But all the while they were necessarily
veligious teachers, simply beeause theie politics svere based upon
religions principles, and not upom cconomics or ordinary state-crft,
It followed, too, that as political issutes were contantly changing, they
should more and more come to be regarded as religions teachers fiest,
and politicians afterwards.

It would be to misunderstand the position in anather way,
however, ta suppose that they became in any sense the recognized
and ostablished clergy of the nation,  “That they never became,
at least not uatil long after the captivity, when the symgogue
system arose, and the prophet was transforme!d into the abbi,  In
the meantime that position was occapiel by the pricsts. In
the original institution of the priesthood evidemly expected of them
that in addition to their sacnticaal functions they should be the regular
expomndess of the law to the people. To enable them ta be o they
were largely set free from other dnties, their maintennce beingg pro-
vided from the offerings of the peaple 3 their homes were saattered at
Aifferent points thronghout the had where they mighe be easily accesi-
bles and the people were bronght segululy to titem on the great
feasts,  They were the ones, therefore, held respansible for the
in~truction of the nation i religivuy matters, and o them bhelenged all
the emoluments.  Batit is_dowhtfal of they everat any time realized
the expectations of their office in this respect The priesthaad being
hereditary and therefore ap? to degenerate s time pased o, it is likely
that they were more and more mchined o exalt the rital pant of ther
functions and to neglect the intellectual. Had they been active and
camest in the discharge of icalutios, the prophetic order, which, afier
the otablishment of the monarchy, had nether legal recognition e
Tegal provision for its suppaort, miight probably bave disappearad, secing
the only ground left to 1t was aleeady oecupivd. Bot as it was there
was roowt and work cnsugh for I-2d, and the prophatic orler cone
tinued to flourish alengade of the pricsthood as asort of drregular
clergry, corcesponding samewhat 1o the stvvant preaching friars of the
middle ages.  They had neither chureh, pulpit, nor salary, but tavght
witerever and whenever they had oppertuaity and rehiad upos: the
generosity of their hiearers furauch sappont as they ueeded.

A body comstitnted as this was, and engaged in such an irregnlar
kind of 2 work, with <o little o offer ta its tmembers, might seem at finst
sight to be in constant danger of extinetion through Lick of new tee
crus.  And there ean be htle doult that thar nunbers did vary
greatly at different times accarding 1o the fluctuations in the moral and
spirituzl life of the people.  But, on the other hand, the possibilities

- which it opened up ta exert aninuence over men and its frecdom
from conventiopality would mahe itattiactive to the most activeminded
and intelligent. In fact, the order seems to have cicbraced within itself
the main intclectual life of the nation, aud alw its culiure. The pro-
phets are the nationd bistorians anl seribes. Music was ane of theic
ordinary accomplishments, and the sublitnest poctry knona in Hehzaw
Jiterature is to be found in their writings, We can wudesstand, too, how
they would atract the most eartiest nundad to their ranks.  Every one
whose soul bumica within hin for the sins of his time and who Jonged
to tedtify for Gad, wauld natunlly ally hinvelf with them ag atfording
bim the readicot hiearing andd the easizst aceew tu the people. So long
asthere was nead for them men would not be wanting to fill the office.

It arase oqually from the nature of this work and the character of the
men whom it atteasted, that the teaching of the prophicts praceeded
along different lines and was chamcterized by a dificremt spini from
that of the priests.  The latter were responsible lor the comduct of
public worship and 5o woull natumlly concern themselves about its
details,  “The particular¥precepis of the law as things v e alneeved,
would fall within the line of their vision and form the ubject of their
insruction.  Nice questions as to things clean aud vachean, would bz
continually brought to them for deciston, and s would be suggest-
ol to them as matters on which the public shoull be ealightened.
Ritualisn and Cacagistsy have alwavs e hand in hand in religious
teaching,  And these subjects would be apt to be discussed in a some.
what namrow and Jegal sprrit. \While, ou the wher hand, the prophets
wauld more maturally tumn ther attention to e bmad questtons of
monality anid to the spiritual side of religion, as hAng masters that lay
very much nearer the haans of the people. Maving abwut from place tn

lace they woull have a better opprriunity to know what was pawing
in the community, what ewruptions were grawing up, what cvils were
Ginding countenmance , and they wauld seek to correct these.  Ever
addeessing fredh audicnces therr ann woull be ant w0 much tn indiuct
indetails, as to mave and arouse ta action,  As their aim way thas to
produce immaolhate results, they cultivatod popalar mcthodls of addeess,
and used cvery form of appeal that was likely to gain tacie end.  They
appealed 1o the intebects of their hearens, cndeavonng 10 shoaw the
reasonablencss of the course they urged, and the folly of any other.
They appealed to ticir imagmations, frecly using fizures of every kind
to give vividacse to therr reproventations  They appealad to their
fears, warmning them of the tuis which they would surcly bring upon
themsclves and the nation, by continuance in sin. “They appcaled to
their patriotism, reminding them of the glories of their past history,
and holding up ta them the glonens desuny yet in store for them if
they should be faithful.  Aboveall, they appealeV 10 their conscienees,
secking 1o make thein hicar the voice o (;:)-‘ within their own heans.
And when words falad them they would make use of other means,

such as strange actions and fantastic dress, methods bordering on
the sensational 0 arowse attention and awaken serious  thought.
When the priest gave msteaction men might hear or forbear 3 he had
done his duty, as he thousht, and his living was sure.  \When the
;r)rflrphcl spoke he must make men listen or his work was necessarily a
ARire.

Of course it is ot to be supposed thatall the prophets were equally
camnest and futhbal in doing this work.  “There must have been many
Kinds of men among them. Selfish men wall find theie way into any
order, however highits ideal or severe its discipline ; and here, then, was
the prospect of power, if not of wealth.  "The use of popular methods
iy always beset with the temptation 1o scek populiity, and it is ever
easier to gran the popular car by Nattering them, than by telling them
the homest truth and by rehuking them for their »ins, As the nation
degenerated, the people would iore and mre encourage those who
prophesic’] smooth things to them and were disposed to deal tenderly
with their indulyences. A wonderful and horrible thing,* complains
Jeremialy, iy conunitted in the land : the projphets prophesy falsely,
and the priests hear rle by theie means : amd wy people love to have
it so: and what will be the end thereof 2 But there were always some
who rose superior to these temptations and were Lithful to their ission,
who boldly denounced  the wrong they saw, aud refised to be silent
cven inthe presence of the ks, And though ther contemporaries
might treat them with scorn, posterity wonkd not fail to da them justice.

Thus far, noaccount has been taken of what may be called the super-
natural element in prophecy. It has been purposely omitted, just be-
cause it was necessary o get a true idea of the ordinary prophetic work,
and the geeat mass of the prophets received no divine revelations whate
cver.  IUis true they spoke in God’s name as filling a sacred office,
and gave authority to their preaching by quoting the reveated wond of
God as already known to the people. Bet in most cases there was no
need of spacial revelations, and none were given. 1 they were men
of pure mind and single aim, the Spirit of the Lord would be wpon
them o give them cleamess of discemment and insight into Jdivine
truth.  This, however, is a diffecent thing from the revelation of
new truth and may exist independently of i,

Bt if new revelations were 1o be made, it is obvious that men who
were already engaged in the work of religious instruction, and who
were already authorized to spaak in God's nune, woull form the natural
chanaels of communication. It was indeed the fact that God had
already spoken unmistakably throagh some of theie number as in i
cave of Mases, and might do so again at any time, that gave them a
Iaegre share of their intluence with the peaple.  Everybady understood
that a prophiet might be 2 deceiver, but then there was the possibility
that his messagie might bie one truly from God. And such messages,
direct revelations from the Most High, undonbtedly were given from
time o time 28 occsions demanding them arese, and the need for
than was felt.

The frequency with which they were given is not very easil
determinal.  Some of them scem to have been of a private or semi-
private nature, and so have nat been preservel. But 8o far as we aan
Julre they mmxl{ related to public affairs, aued were given when great
crises arose, and ordinary measures proved insuflicient 1o meet the
case.  When, for example, there was gross defection fram the wor-
ship of Jehovah, or mnk mormal sorruption that hade defiance to the
undinary wamings that were given, then God himself intervened,
asmed one of His prophets with a special revelation, and sent him
fonth to prophecy.

In one respect these special messages were matked off by a very
sharp line from the ordinary work of the prophet. e himself would
know the ditfereace ; for, theugh they came in a varety of ways, there
was always somcthing to amhenticate them to him, and distinguich
them fram the workings of hic own mind.  The peaple, too, who
heasd them, would have no difficulty in recogmizing them if they really
cared to hnow whether they were of divine anthonity or wot.  "For if
a prophct of known charmcter for honaty and integrity claimed to
be making a divine revelation, that was prama facie evidence of iis
genuincness, while in most cases o further authentication was affonded
by the fullilment of smine well definad prediciion.

But in another respect thete revelations were preciedly in the lincot
the prophet’s ordinary work,  As we have sec. that work was
imparting religious instruction with 2 vicew to immadiate practical
seubtse  Nosw cverytling in the warks left by these praphets tands to
the sunc great end. A large portion of these writings is actually made
up of denunciations of sin and cxhortation ta rencwal obadicnce. The
predictions wiuch balk o largely in our otdinary ideas of them, are
eatircly sulisidiary to monal cuds.

Nor is it difficult for us 1 see how they become so.  Take for
example the predilections regarding the captivity. These were very
frequent, and they gradually beame mare definite as the time drew
near.  They were nat given certzinly to satisfly any vain curiosity
with regard to the future, bat to lead the people tu repent of their sins
while yet they had time, an?d avert the coming ruin.  Or, take again
the pradictions as to the destraction of surrounding nations.  These
were not outbunts of national resentment, but were intended to il
the attention of Ixracl to the judgments of God upon others, that they
might take warning by their fate.  Or, still {urther, take thatlarge and
impertant class of predictions known as Messianic.  These were not
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intended to prepare the minds of the people to reccive him on his
coming, but to L-:ul them to repent of theirsing, and so make ready for
it.  When ata later time John the Baptist preached saying, ¢ Repent,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” he was simply catching up
the spirit of all the prophecics regarding Christ, and continuing their
work,  And if it be objected that they could hardly with much force
¢ " the people to repentance in view of an cvent that was to take place
hundreds of years after, the reply is casy ; they did not expect that it
was going 10 be delayed <o Jong.  “They believed it 10 be near at hand.
In fact once and again they scem to have centred their hopeson persons
actually living and coming into promiunence, such as David and
Solomon and lezekial, perhaps, also, Jusiah and Zerubbabel,  Great
cxpectations were formed for them, and musingly they asked as John
did afier them ““ Art thou he that should come, or lovk we for

nother 2 And it was only after the character or achievements of
these one after the other disappointed them, that they openad their
cyes and lovked wistfully forward again into the future.

When we look at their work in this way we sce that it all possesses
a real unity and centres around the one point of moral cifectiveness.
And it is just here that we must place otrselies i we would under-
stand them.  They were teachers for their own people and day, and if
we wonld follow them intelligently we must reproduce these con-
ditions for ourselves in imagination.  We must ask ourselves what are
the evils that they were secking 1o remove, and then inguire what
meaning we can naturally put upon their wouls that will meet the
case — what was the message meaat toimply 2 If we apply
this method paticatly and carefully, we shall find them everywhere fu
of ineaning, and weshall not be exaspenated and confused by those
swlden and unaccountable tmnsitions which some commentators scemn
ahways bound to intraduce in order to make senmse out of itatall,  Of
course in saying that the prophets spoke and wrate with :lrrimary refere
ence to their own stirroundings, it docs not by any means follow that they
did not speak and write for [ater times, and even our times as well.
Owingto the fact thatmany of the predictions were not futfilled neatly so
soon as the prophets expected, the zation toak camfart 1o them cens
turics after those who uttered thet.. were in theie graves.  Jnd ascome
of them never were literally fulfilled at all, we may be sail to have a
Teversionary interest in them.  “The principles underdying the prophet’s
work are everlasting, and we may find many a uscful lesson and many
comforting prumise, that fits our case as well as theirs.

Iut they were sent as prophets to Iamel not to us, and any applica-
tion they can have to us must be in the line of their prmary
application 1o them.  The hivtorical method of interpretation has been
rightly cmployed in all other portions of Scripture. It only remaing
that it should be employed here as well.

Dur Graduates.

ROFESSOR Scrimger relates that one day last sum-

mer, when in Paris, he came upon a crowd on one
of the streets, and, thirough curiosity, approached to learn
what was going on. Judge of his surprise and dclight
when he found Rev. ], S, Taylor, B.A., ’7a, proclaiming
the unsearchable riches of Christ in their own language
to an cager French audicnce. Mr. Taylor was at that
time labouring in connection with the MceAll Mission, and
has since been appointed to India by the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. He goces thither, followed by the
carnest prayers of many who knew him as a student, and
as a successful missionary amoung the lumbermen in the
Mattawa regions. Ile is the first of our graduates to
enter the foreign ficld  day more follow in  his foot-
steps |

Jonx A. Mokrisox, ‘Sz, is cngaged in pastoral and
missionary work in connection with Crescent Street Church,
this city.

J. Mircngrr, B.D., 81, cx-managing cditor of the
Jourxar, after {ulfilling several engagements to occupy
the pulpits of various leading city churches, crosscd the
great pond to his native land carly in August. \Weexpect
him back in January or February.

Rev. D. L. McCRaE. '79, late of Woodlands, Ont, is
now scttled over an influcntial congregation at Cobourg.
His former people scem to be delighted with graduates
from this scminary, for Rev. J. K. Bailey, ’79, is soon to
be their pastor.

David Horrice Hall.

Ye carnest hearts of Canada,
Who love your native land,

And in the proud trivmphant march
Of progress take your stand.

Join now with us in praising God,
‘The giver of all good,

Who oft has blessed our College dear,
And to Ler faithful stood.

God has raised friends to help her,
In days of sorest need 5

And now bright days are dawning,
Her dark days 1o steceed.

A noble building, wondrous fair,
Rears now its steeple tall,

And Peesbyterians now rejoice,
In the David Morrice Uall.

On storiad marble dressed with care,
The names of fricnds we trace,

To keep their name alive when they
Sleep in death’s resting place; -

Rut this proud noble monument,
Far better will toall

Kcep freh the name of him who gave
The David Morrice 1all.

Q in this noble College Hall
May glorious work e done,

In tmaining men to preach the word,
Wherever shines the sun.

May studemts here be fired with zeal
Far Christ the world to gain,

And hasten on that glerious time
When rightcousiess shatl reign.

O Morrice Hall, may wards of truth
Witlun thy walls be taught,
Aud ucer may crrar lurk therein,
In deed, or wond, or thought :
But may thy fame be bright and fair,
Throughout the coming days,
And may thy teachiers then as now
Be wanihy of truc praise. A.L.

Dur TLocal Note Book.

TE cditor is impatiently calling for “copy.” How
shall we begin 2—Hal pass the scissors this way,
please? * ¥ ¥ There, gentle reader, by way of
preface to our third volume, just read the following lively
paragraph from the Canade Preshyterian :—

Or coursc 1oz could conduct a religious newspaper (or
a college journal) better than any living editor—of course
you could. You could write the most sparkling cditorials
and pungent paragraphs ; you could tcll at a glance what
to publish and whut to put in the waste basket. You
could usc the scissors with alinost infinite wisdom and
taste, and satisfy cvery correspondent and subscriber.
There is no doubt about it. You could cdit a paper,
though you have never tried. One word, pleasc—how
do you do yeurmen svork?  \Wasyour last sermon perfect ?
your last speech a model of platlorm oratory 2 Did you
conduct your last prayer-mecting as Paul would have done
—tcach your class in an absolutely perfect way, or super-
intend your school with perfect temper and taste? Do
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your theological lectures far eclipse those of Hodge or
Cunningham or Chaliners 2 Brother, how do you do your
own work ¢

Our new buildings are near completion, and exceed in
cvery respect even the highest anticipations. A grand
formal opening will be held some time in November. It
is whispered that the muses have been hard at work during
the summer, and that the much-dreamed-of dedicatory
anthem is assuming tangible form.

IF daily newspapers are ever to be relied upon, an im-
pression was abroad at the last General Assembly that
“the Montreal College is going ahead too fast¥”  Non-
sense !

A rEw weeks ago, two oil-paintings cxhibited in the
window of our colicge bookscllers, W, Drysdale & Co.,
attracted considerable notice. They were by Rev, T.
Fenwick, Metis, Que. One was a portrait of the Marquis
of Argyll, painted for Queen’s College, Kingsten; the
other was a likeness of John Knox, intended for the walls
of our new hall.  Both are well eseeuted, but the picture
of Knox undoubtedly carries off the paln,

PROFESSOR SCRIMGER spent a portion of the summer
travelling in Europe for the benefit of his health.  When
he returned home again he was warmly welcomed by his
late congregation at a special entertainment, when an
originitl poem was read expressing the people’s best wish-
es for his future welfare.

Our Mcthodist fricnds are to be congratulated upon
the handsome appearance of their new Wesleyan Colicege
building on University street. The base of little Mount
Royal is truly becoming noted for the many fine academic
structures there situated.

WE have infinite satisfaction and pleasure in welcoming
back to the old halls—or rather the new!—Rev. W, J.
Dey, M.A, *76, in his capacity of Dean of Residence.
Mr. Dey is a distinguished scholar and theologian, and
cvery way fitted for the position he has accepted. 1is
warm missionary spirit has alrcady been manifested in
many directions since he undertook his duties. He is
highly respected and admired by all.

For the first time in the history of McGill College,
last April the Lome gold medal for modern languages was
successfully competed for, and awarded to a theologue—
Joscph L. Morin, B.A.,"S5. Mr. Morin reccived congratu-
lations from His Excellency in a note to Principal Daw-
son.

TuEe American Scientific Assaciation held a convention
here in the Iatter part of August. The mecelings were
held chicfly in the class-rooms of Mc¢Gill and in Molson
Hall. In the Iatter place one Sabbath afternoon the As-
sociation held a largely attended prayer-meeting, in which
scveral prominent members took part.  Leigh R. Gregor,
B.A,, 'S5, acted as onc of the Sccrctarics of the Local
Committee.

Tission Work in Manitoba.

I.

It is perhaps safe to say that, to Caradians at lcast,
there is no country in the world in which they are more
interested, no topic of conversation more attractive and
absorbing than Manitoba and the North-West generally.
The rude beginnings of that portion of our Dominion,
giving little promise of future greatness, her growth in
population now being swelled by fresh accessions every
day, the development of her vast resources—all these have
been watched with cagerness not unmingled with specu-
lation and curiosity. Not a few suspicious of the mar-
vellous stories from that quarter, and loath to accept state-
ments circulated through the columans of the not too
painfully truthful press, have sought to satisfy themselves
by making a journuy thither, and to arrive at a definite
estimate of the country by personal obscreation, By far
the greater number, however, who turn their eyes and
their steps nosthwards, are prompted by other and more
natural motives, whether it be to repair or increase their
fortunes, to gct beyond the reach of a complicated society
with its conventional restraints, or to while away part of
a lifetime in a vagabond fashion. All these influences
have been, and are still at work, and thus it is that the
territory which, within the memory of the present genera-
tion, was all but unknown save to the Indian, the trapper
and a few bold spirits, has now become the home of hun-
dreds; and not only so, but she is daily adding to the
number of her sons from the ranks of cvery class, and
from the people of almost cvery civilized land.

To the students of this college, and the readers of the
journal generally, it may not be uninteresting to read a
short sketch touching some features of a sojournin Mani-
teba, and of mission-work in which the writer was there
engaged during the past summer. To speak about the
wonderful resources and great arca of Manitoba and the
adjoining provinces to the West, to give some idea of the
strcam of cmigration now flowing thither, to depict the
struggles, privations and rude life of the pioncer settler,
to sketch the different types of men and women met with,
this were a delightful and tempting task. In the present
conncction, only an incidental reference can be made to
these. To us, the chicf interest in the North-West must
centre in the state of our missions as there carried on, in
the advantages which it offers as a ficld for missionary
cndcavor, in the lethargy or enterprise displayed by the
Church in introducing and cstablishing gospel ordinances,
and cspecially in the present prospects and future status
of the Presbyterian Church.  Thesc various points will be
touched upon in the course of this cursory sketch.

It was after midnight, in the carlier part of last May,
when the writer arrived in what is now the city of Brandon.
At first sight the general aspect of things was dreary and
uninviting cnough. To the view appeared an irregular
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array of booths, tents and canvas hotels, bearing most
pretentious names, The gencral impression was that, if
the place had advanced beyond the stage of a * paper”
town, it was at best but a “cloth” one. A more careful
cxamination improved, if it did not remove, this unfavor-
able estimate. Here, civilization as marked by railways
had reached its limit, and the trail had henceforth to be
followed. A weary tramp of twenty-five miles was a suf-
ficient conviction of the immense benefits conferred on
mankind by railway facilitics, and even the huge syndicate
monopoly was transformed in imagination into a most
beneficent institution. The destination of this trial trip
on foot was marked by a few scattered houses and tents,
built or pitched on a most picturesque site on the high
and rugged banks of the noble river Souris, This was
thetown. Asmay beimagined, the arrival ofa “ preacher”
gave rise to much conjecture and aroused not a little cur-
incity among the irhabitants, of whom only four belonged
to the fair sex. The general conclusion was that such a
personage wac sad.y needed, and it was not nccessary to
go far to find confirmation of this. Some saw with regret
that a death-blow wasaboutto be dealt totheirSunday-craft,
Armangements were soon made for the holding of scrvice
on the succeeding Sabbath.  In the kitchen of a plain log
house, scrving the quadruple purposc of a post-office,
general store, boarding-house and stopping-place, the
first regular service was held It is unnecessary to say
that a crowded house greeted the speaker.  The audience
was of a very mixed character, both in point of religion
and nationality. Amonyg those present, were to be found
men drawn from England, Scotland, Ircland, and cvery
part of Ontario. The proceedings were listened to and
watched with a critical attention.

To onc ecngaged in mission-work in Manitoba, almost
the very first impression received, is, that the standard of
morals which obtains in the older provinces has here de-
generated not a little.  This is especially the case in new
scttlements such as the onc to which reference has just
been made.  Pushing young men with whom the country
is filled, freed from the restmints of home and of friends,
have come here with the avowed object of amassing
wealth casily and speedily, and to this end cverything is
made subservient. In view of this fact it is not strange
that the observance of the Lord’s Day is wantonly disre-
garded. Stores and post-offices are kept open every day,
and Sabbath is considered a favorable and most opportunc
time to drive home a load. Whether this statc of affairs
is compatible with what are called “works of necessity
and mercy " alone, there is grave reason to doubt. At
any rate that expression is interpreted in the broadest and
most liberal manncr, being uscd as a convenient pretext
to justify almost any breach of the Divine Command,
however flagrant.  Notwithstanding these and many other
drawbacks against which he has to contend, the laborer
in the missionary ficld will find in them only a stimulus to

diligence and hard work. Indeed it may be said that the
whole spirit of his surroundings will form a powerful, or
rather an additional incentive * to spend and be spent”
in his Master's service. He is thrown, for example, into
contact with men and women who, by their removal into
this new world, have turned their energies into a new and
wider channel of action, who are manifesting 2 hardy vir-
tuc and fortitude in the cffort to carve out for themselves
a home. He will find everywhere a sense of mental
freedom, marked by a disregard of the past and an eager
anticipation of the future. The old sober and staid
ways of thinking are laid aside and the mind is filled with
new hopes and aspirations.  Everything indicates pro-
gress and continual movement onwards. To stand still
is to fall behind in the race.  This spirit of wholesome
rivalry and advance, of strong resolution to succeed, will
exert its contagious influence, and unless the missionary
also is possessed with it he will most certainly be out of
harmony with his surroundings. In proportion as he can
take advantage of it, and utilize it in a religious way, so
far may he look for success. To onc who has personally
visited and had abundant opportunitics of observing the
way in which Manitoban scttlers “live and have their
being,” it is not a little amusing to recall the strange ex-
periences passed through. Totoil through sloughs knee-
deep ; to scck repose on the hard floor of a shanty after a
wearisome day’s journcy; or, what is worse, to be dis-
turbed in the hours of slumber, not by the stings of con-
science but by a far more palpable enemy to bodily com-
fort; to enjoy hospitality while scated on a molasses keg
listening to the profuse apologics of the hostess, or more
usually the host, that things are not yet arranged but
promising improvcment * next time”; to find onesclf on
the level prairic without a single living object being
visible for miles; to be obliged to cling with desperate
cnergy to the rear end of a Red River cart while the
driver, under the mistaken idea that he is giving you a
ride, goads on his slow-paced ox; to sce the never ceasing
string of teams wending their way to the Far West, draw-
ing heavy loads of utensils and materials of every descrip-
tion—all this is incidental to mission work in newly-
scttled districts.  To a zealous and camest worker there
is no reason for discouragement in all this, but rather the
reverse.  His opportunitics of doing good are many and
ample. The people, irrespective of creeds, welcome the
preaching of the Gospel and feel a pardonable pride in,
and attachment to, that church which has shown its in-
terest in them by sending some onc to look after their
rcligious welfare. This, of itsclf, cannot fail to insure a
hearty reception to the missionary wherever he may go.

A. S,

ALL non-resident members of the Alma Mater Socicty
are respectfully requested to send their subscription fees
to the Sccretary-Treasurer, Mr. D. Curric, B.A,, Prcsby-
terian College, Montreal.
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Coin des Lecteurs 3¢ Tangue Francaise,

Chers compagnons de lrazail, — C'cst sous P'empire d'un
vif sentiment de reconnaissance envers le Pére de tout
don parfait que nous reprenons, aprds six mois d'inter-
valle, la direction du cun des bheleurs de langue framgaise,
Incapable de vous serrer la muin & tous, dispersés comme
vous I'étes sur tous les puints du pays <t d Pétranger, nous
vous adressons dans ces lignes nus salatations chréuennes,
nos vaeux les plus sincdres ¢t assurance de notre mnalté-
rable amitié. Puisse le Scigneur multiplier vos forces,
rallumer votre z8le, sanctificr vos épreuves et féconder vos
labeurs! — Nous saluots avce un sualagement ct une joie
que nous ne pouvons cacher arrivée de notre collégue,
M. Amaron, comme rédacteur-adjuint de nos quatre co-
lonnes. Il nous enléve une partic d un taval et d'une
responsabilité que la multiplicité de nos ovcupations nous
rendaient déjd difficiles A porter,

LES SIGNES DES TEMPS,

Pour peu que l'on interroge la presse du jour, ou que
Fon préte Porcille au bruit des discussions de plus en plus
vives qui agitent presque toutes les classes de notre
société, on reste convainen qu'elle est travaillée par des
passions ct des besoins qui menacent de Tentrainer &
Yincrédulité, mais dont le cours, bien dirigé, pourrait Ia
porter vers le protestantisme. Ce travail des esprits ¢t ce
malaise croissant des consciences me semblent &tre le
résultat de I'action de cinq causes morales qui, du dedans
ct du dehors, battent en bréche le catholicisme romain
dans notre province.

L= cléricalisme—~11 n'est pas rare d'entendre de bons
catholiques dire hautement, ou écrire dans les journaux,
que les cléricaux de la province de Québee sont plus ca-
tholiques que le pape. Les lecteurs superficiels ou peu an
courant des menées du clergé ne voient 11 que expres-
sion acerbe du mécontentement de quelques esprits tur-
bulents ou impatients du joug religicux. lls se trompent.
C'est par cette formule qu'une fraction croissante de notre
population caractérise le despolisme intolérable du prétre
ct exprime le besoin d'affranchissement spirituel qui la
fait soupirer aujourd’hui et qui demain !a fera rugir.
Depuis quelques années le clergé semble avoir pris A
tiche d'éouffer tout essai de libre recherche, de faire taire
toutes les consciences ¢t de courber toutes les tétes sous
un joug de fer. I1 a échoué. Comme s'il était possible
d'enchainer Ia pensée, de détruire tout besoin de lumidre,
de liberté, dexamen individucl! Mais, tounjours A l'affut
des révoltes de la conscicnce, il a frappé d excommunica-
tion ceux qui ont ¢levé la voix pour protester, ¢t tenté
d'acheter ceux qui menagaient de le faire. Qu'en est-il
résulté ? Forcés par les néeessités de I'existence d faire
acte dec soumission extéricure, la grande majorité des
hommes de pensée ct d’¢étude ont micux aimé se taire que

‘¢tre privés du pain quotidicn, frappés d'ostracisme ct
obligés de prendre Ia route de l'exil, mais ils ont cessé de
fairc partic de I'Eglisc qui voulait les mutiler. Cependant
leur silence a ¢été celui du recucillement, de la méditation,
des foutes résolutions inspirées par 1a haine qui précddent
I'action. Dec proche en proche i'esprit de doute et de ré-
volte s'est propagé parmi cux, ils sc sont comptds, ils ont
mesuré leurs forces, ils s sont préparés aux Juttes collec-
tives ¢t ouvertes. En sorte que le clergé, pour avoir voulu
domincr lcs volontés ¢t gouverncr absolument les con-
sciences a travaillé & la ruine des convictions religicuses
et A I'accomplissement de cette parole de Jésus-Christ :
“Toutc maison diviséc contre clle-méme nc subsistera

.

pas.” On I'a bien vu dans Vaffairc de l'université Laval,
qui a non sculement fourni une Lelle occasion aux libres-
penscurs de harceler les cléricanx, mais svulevé parmi cux
une tempdte de réeriminations et de révoltes qui a abouti
A Ia retraite de M. Houde comme rédacteur du Momde, A
Ia publication de deux pamphlets par le Dr. Paquin, porte-
parole et bientdt bouce ¢missaire des jésnites, gui ont jeté
I'épouvante dans I'ame des dévots ct fait ricancr les scep-
tiques. Le dernier de ces pamphlets dit assez clairement
Ia grandeur du mal, la profondeur de ¥ blessure, Lisez
plutdt. “Clest un mal social. Un peuple qui en est atta-
qué ne peut pas vivre longtemps. Non sculement la con-
science catholique est outragée, lessor de a science en-
chainé; mais les protestants sont scandalisés et les hibéraux
triomphent. Or ces scandales font un tort considérable 2
Ia religion, et ce triomphe est un coup mortel porté contre
tout ce quiil y a de plus vital dans P'organisme social du
Canada” On a peine A croire que c'est un clérical qui a
éerit ct fait imprimer celal A.B.C.
(d suizre.)

DIPUIS LE MOIS IAVRIL,

— Six de nos pasteurs de langue frangaise ont porté Ia
parole au Synode national, cctte année. Cela ne s'était
jamais va,

— Nou est bonum esse hominen solum. C'est ce que croient
fermement nos colldgues et amis les pasteurs Allard, de
Québec, et Cauboue, de Joliette, puisqu'ils ont pris femme.
Bonne prise, cn vérité, et qui prouve bien qu'ils sont bons
pécheurs de. ... femmes vivantes. Voild ce que c'est que
de prendre son ministére au séricux ! Souhaits sincdres de
bonheur aux nouveaux époux.

— Jos. Martel a renoncé, pour cet hiver du moins, A
ses ¢tudes; il travaille an Grand Tronc.

— Albert Groulx a vendu plus de deux cents Nouveaux
Testaments pendant I'¢été dans les paroisses qui avoisinent
West Farnham.

— Il s’est produit, A Acton Vale, un mouvement reli-
gicux qui a abouti A la conversion de cing ou six des
meilleures familles de Yendroit qui ont acheté au prix de
$1,500 ¢t payé un terrain en face de I'église catholique
pour y bitir unc chapelle protestante. Le contre-coup de
¢c mouvement s'est fait sentir A St-Jude — A 13 milles de
St-Iyacinthe — o0 wings-frofs familles se préparent A
quitter Rome pour 1 Evangile. La vérité progresse.

— M. le pastenr Pelleticr a quitté St-Hyacinthe pour
se rendre dans le Kansas, laissant de vifs regrets au scin
de ses nombreux amis qui déplorent sa perte.

— AL lc pasteur Duclos poursuit avec énergic 1a con-
struction d'une fort belle déglise A West Farp' am.

— Le troupcau de I'église du Sauvenr,d lnontréal, y fait
des amdliorations pour la somme de §300.00.

— Tout lc monde sait maintenant que J. L. Morin a
remporté la médaille.d’or, A université, dans le cours de
langues modernes.

— La société¢ littéraire de Péylise Si-Jean a repris ses
sc¢ances le samedi soir, 14 courant. Elle promet de faire
unc weuvre séricuse pendant Phiver,

— M. le professeur Coussirat a ét¢é nommé chargé de
cours ) I'universit¢ McGill, cn remplacement de feu le
rabbin De Sola, professcur de langues orientales. Nous
faisons des veeux pour qu'il soit nommé professcur titulaire
I'année prochaine.

— M. L. Lefebvre, qui a obtenu la médaille d'or dans
le cours de droit, fait son cours de théologic. Il ne saurait
micux faire. La théclogic est la science royale.




