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THE CHURCH AND THE YOUNG.

By tlle REv. RoîîEîR JoNsos B. A., B. D). 1 .o11(1on, Osit.

If the Preslhvtcrianii Clitircli is truce to lier stanldar<ls she can

never be carcless of the youngz for slie ùeachies. as slie lias ever

tauight, fluai -tIle visible Chulrci conisis of ail ihlose ilîroug-

onit the vorIld tuiai profess the truce falîli, zwiliz Ilîcir clildricii"

To lneglect the vomîi is, thercfore, t0 Ilegleet thlose Wlîo b)y
covcii.-î riglit -are,%itliiii thc Cliiurch., almd to be siiîfillly carc-

les-, of thue sIieler(lig of those lailnbs of 1ulue flock wv1iclîu God
ini covciaîut lias givenl ilio lier care. THie j)roblenli of tlhc rela-

tion of tie Chuircli t0 tu- vomiug is one. tilerefore. wlucli oni-

giulieîs ai a point far ant cdiiugli the tile Nvhicu tuer uhliselves
l)eCOllie Conisciolis of anyv rclaîioiîshil) whli i ey sustaiiî Io
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Ille Clitrcli. 1 believe it was Ruskin wv1îo %vas once asked

~~îna clîild's education sliotul< lie colmniienccd. -\Vithi its

grandirnothcer, sir,"' lie rel)lic(l. So 1 wvould sas', in its care for

Uic %on .tcCuc iutc înele operations anid lier
efforts. whiethier protcctiv'c or aggressive, in thie hearts alnd

hionies of the parceits ili our congrcgationis.

As lyiiig at Ulic vcrv fouiidaitioii of thiis work. shiould be

eliiî)1i;tsize(1 as of essential implortanlce. proper ins!rwIins to

parents respc'ctiing the niatuire and tcacliing of thL' Sacranmeni of
Baptisin.

I'lerc are fem, niatters conulected withi our faitli anid worsliip

mlore caclac o stir sorrow ini thoughitfill souls than tlic

inidiffercilce withi wvhicli evenl Chîristian parents regard itîis

Sacramient, anid tlle low views of it whlichi prevail inii alnv

inids. Tlhat it is a dutv wlhichi tliey owe to tlîeir chiildrcxi ail

%vill conlfess ; Ilat it is soniietingi thiat slîoîîld lie donc parcents

wvill admit, and it wouild bc ulicliaritable to (lely thiat îuanv

look for and claini Godes hlcssing1 for thieir childrcn in Ilhe
sacranicut ; but tliat Presbyterian parenits iii -ecrail have any

clcar conlcep)tion of %vhat, î%'c bclice'e, Scripturc w'arranits uls to

claim, that the rite of I3aptisin conferred on thic grouli(l of Ille

parents' faitli is thic scal of thle grace of God's Spirit, promnised
and in od's own tinie to lie lcstoive( and developed ini Ilie

lîcart of the chiilf, andf thiat. ths grace, wlîinever so (levelol)c(,
is as reallyv the fiflinienlt of tlle ternis of thecir covenant witlî

ýGod as thlouglu it werc bcstowed î%'lien baptisiîî is a(lliinistere(l

-thiat this conception clearly prewails is soiîîetlig that tlle

%vriter lias yet to lcarni. A clear grasp of tliis (loctrine, then,
on tlle part of iiniisters and1 teacliers, thle persistent enuincia-

hiol GfL its great mridhs fron Ille ptilpit on suitable occasions,
anid ilil-. stili furtiier ai(ie( by tlle distributioni anîong thec peo-

ple of poptular tracts explainnîng its privileges anîd obligations,

will (10 luuunch to 1- iulatiouî upon wliicli tlle Cliurclu iiiay
hopel to rczar tlle superstructure of a successful work for lier

Sulcli teaclingi cani onlly be conlsisteiîtly followed by resits
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NvIiichi iced be onuI nîeuntioied. It wvii1 resit in the hionoriug

of the sacranient in its administration. the avoidance of its ob-_

servanlc iri a corner or iii the nîidst of fcstivities andl nierrv-

niakings. but the decorous and senmly administration of a rite
so frauight Nvitli blcssiug- to the Clitrchi it iumist couisistetlyl%
resuilt, furtiier, iii the exercise on thc p)art of the Chutrcli of a

careful andl prayerfill oversiglit of the baptized clîildreii, tliey
wvill often. be made the subjects of special prayer ini private andl
iii public, and as thiev coic to vcars w~heii tuev can be iii-

structed in Divine things, it wvill be miade p)laini to thieni that

tiey hiave been given lun covenant to the Lord and have a righit

to claini for themnselves tiiose privileges of the Coveilaut of
Grace into m.'hichi thieir parents entered for thenii iu thieir

baptisnii.

I lar no claini to the views of a sacramieutariali. I aiii not a

I-Iighi Anglican lior a subscriber to thie doctrine of Baptismnal

Regeucrationi. but I wvould fain sec the tiniie M~'ien we shial

lionor God by entering into our ricli iiiheratalce in this Sac-

rament. Tien 1 believ'e our Clitirchi shahl take to hierseif re-

niewe(l strengthi anîd a richier glory.

Followving such an appreciation of our privileges tiiere nxust

be ou the part of the Clitirehi ain 'mphatic iwislciii-t before par-

ent.ç of the supreinc importanec of home lraiimhzg aind inizfuince.

The very fact tliat the Chutrchi lias to such an extent pro-

vided for the religions instruction of ilie vouung in lier Sabbath

Scliools and Societies ,reniders àt ail thie more imîportant thiat

the dluty of honme training zand the recognition> of p)arenltal res-

ponsibilitv shîould ilot be overlooked. :\ll the organizations

that the Clitirclî canl establislî can liever take the place of the

Divinieir ilîstituted hiome. It aloiie, if faitii iii its work.,

withiout the aid of aurv of the societies whichi arc a fezature of

mlodern life, can acconîplishi nîuich to solve the probicu> thiat

wve are couisidleriiugr but ail such societies togethier Nvithout thie

co5peration of the home w~ill fait iu achieving its solution.

\Vhenl God wvould prepare a youing mîîan to beconie the lh-

v'ercr of a nation, Hie place(1 liiini by a renîarkable p)rovidlence
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iiia homte wvhere lie slîouild learu of Cod. \Vliat %vas it. thiîi<
vou. thit sent M<-...ýes out into the gaiety' and corruption of
the court of the Pliaraobis to live a life iiie nl ly iii the

înidst of SQ, nxuch tha,.t tcnided to iniake hit Seifisbi and ,Sioth-

fui ? \Vliat was it tîxat kept blis lheart tendur and bis.spirit

svitii)atitietic, so that lic was rea(iv to respoiild to the cry:of the

(listresse<l anîd (lowt-tro(ddii ? 1 will tell you, it was the inlul-

e,îce .1biding wvitiî lixit of those boyiîood vears s1 )eft îvith a

iliother îvîo, fearcd God, and the nicmnorv of the lessonls of faiti

leariie(t fron Iiis faithiftl father. The Chutrchi glories iii the

life and labors of a I>aton and a Alackay, but slie forgets. ail too

rcadiiv the soil front wliicl suich lives spring and the influences

tliat inould sticb characters , sli forgets the littie Scotchi cabin

w'ith its -but -and- biii and its rooil %vilitlbcr the father

îvent <lailv to close the (loor tupon Iiîimself andl bis (ao(, ave,
ami, the Saibbathi excrciscs of tvliicb the great iiiissionary bias

Nvrittcni s0 touchligly; forges, too. that humbiille home ini Zor-ea

%viîerc the fniturd.apostlc of Fornosa was tatnglît to **rea(l die

Bible. and believe it, to, listen to conscience ani obev it, to

observe the Sabbatlî and love it, andl to reverence the office
of tie Gospel Miitr. ''ese tvre the fouxîidations ~~
,%vlich lic lieroic lives of our saints have becn reared, and it is

fronti suci homes and sncbi influences tlhat younig mcei and

Vounii g wonîcxî îvîll still conic forti îvitli ighl Conceptions of hife

and i((ltv. and( wvitb humble resolve to, niakec of tbe w'orld a place

for serv'ice andl xot a inere play-lionse for p)lea-stirc-seckiig..
NNWoxinei to-day ini ahuost couxitless nunibers art clarnoring
for riglits and pri--ilegcs, scnrrving throughi the tvorl(l scarcli-

in-g eagerly for a spltere :for mv p)art 1 wvould close nbo door

agiist thieiî, but niviino frec admission to the place of the

aitorncvs*-ý brief, of the surgeon's scalp)el or tbe l)oliticiai s port-

folio. I wvoul( stili p)oint to the cra(lle and the familv circle.
and sav * there is wvoni'is tbironc. there nh îiay %vini and
wvear a croîvti more regal ti ati a ciucexi's.* Could fic Chiurcli

bunt (1111v imilrCss iupon the p)arents of lier famîilies the treni-

(dons implortanice of tlîcir position anlthe inraigcharaicter
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Of t1leir inlfluenice tipon thecir cliildretn aif sQ t*O1t5C thin Io

live for tiîis oile thiiug-tiîcir childrenl-shec nîighît read(il\ atford(
to relax iargelivlier efforts iii oliier dlirections.

Coic, . savs the greatest Scotchi lreaCliler of t-a.fronli
is iîhronle ini lree St. Ge(.orge's-*" Coic, ail ve wh.Io arc

(atliers aif inothers. corne ai(l let ils take counsel logether

as to liow Nvc arc to bring upl our chljdren t0 vir-tue aiid(Io1i
ncess aund c%,erlastiing life. Let uis read ail liol %vrit onl ibis

suhject togetlier. , alter lioiv w'vrit ail othier .rood anid tiuc

boo0ks ilat. ini any way bear uipoii tlîis suprenie subject. L1et
us st ouseivs togaîher to<gethier ail our experielice and ail

our observation, and( let uis comnsci and correct and conifort

one anlotlier conccrning this one tiig tiiat wc (Io, oui- chl1-

dreti. Let uls take lime to il, and( pains and 1)ilsiie il mil

we succecd in il. Let us searcli the Scriptures up to the toi)

andi( (lovii to the bottoni for this peari of great 1)rice. Let us

set on one sîde ail the fatlhers; and îuothcrs ini Israel to w-bon

Giod Ilath ever said - *knmow Iiiinî tliat lie wvili comnand bis

children and hiis houscbioid after Iinii, and( tliat they slial keep

thceva of the Lord to*do justice andf judguriieilt, tluai the Lord

nmay 1rilig uipon Abrahiain that w'hichliHe lias spoken of bn.
And then let uls set on the other sie ]David and ail those
fatliers and inothers on wvboin the Lordl took v'eilgeance and

said, **Now, therefore, the swor(l slhail lever (ielart froîîî thine

biouse." Let ius collect into a secret anîd solenuî bo00k ail such
instances and leciils, hutsbandf and wife, iniister aiil p)eople,
and one anxions p)arent with another, let us mneet together

an(li confer together, andl prav together, saying, This one

tliiig -xviiI -%ve aslk." Why do mien and wonien combiine and
consuit togethier about evcrything cisc but the tbing in which

s0 min are ignorant, so stupid, ani so full of fatal mistakes ?
if sucbi exhortations wvere addressed froin ail our p)ulpits to

ail our peop)le, and if bcing lieard - nd laidl to lieart ail iniis-

ters and parents labored ton-ethier itir the voun«, the first and

miost (liffluilt part of the >rolin of the Chutrcli and the youulg

wvould bce solved.
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I tIte is a work fi. the Clitireil tii doi ror ie im

oiutside ofi andI iii aii .:.)Il ti .1il t liait Ille lhomle cati smecolt-

plisil. anid ini presetît circlîuîstaiîees. wiilic mlie lire ini

geuceral is ai tio far. (roui ideal, the imipor'tantce ofi t1' Iii oik

prcsscs miore andi more ilpontihei Clitnrci fur atteion. Nut
olli arIt Ille voiuuîg people buoni wittluii tlle LCIliirli. lookilii

iii lier foi- religions. instructioniaivesgi but stie is Cont-
frîîîted w~itiî au muliicestg:îîttituide of %-Outits atîd îuaid-

elns \VMo arec but a step) retiived( fronit coîîpieteC itidifferenice

tii ttii 1îgs religious. lit general it titay Uc Said tllie liri

iliust reCcogll7.e lier respoilsilnlity t(0 tenchi Ç-*l.:St ti tlle youlig

p)eop)le ini the coînîuuîîiiity wlîereC lier spiiere of labor lies. Alonîg
wili liues and in plirs511t ce of Nv'hat înletlîods is suie toii uider-

take, thlisý %ork ? T1hie day lias beeti wliei Ille ordinarv Sab-

bath service %viti t1etc î-we lecture was IlI tllat was ris

garded as nlecessary 011 tIlle part o( the Cîci ii lier car-e'for

citiier vouiI1 or 0o(1. Tliese were day's wlieii sterlinîg chiaracter

%vas (leC'eiO1)ed ai tule spirit of truce Carîîestnless an~d zeai Ire-

queîîtly pre'ailed< ini coînuiitiiies wliere to-day tîder cllîaîîgedl
circuuîîstauîces tiiese characteristics séeiîî ti ]lave decliicd.

Buit go'od as thicv w~ere, tlîev arc past aîîd ivhile Nv'e îilay Clcr-

isli their, ineniiories, à is asiuseless to dlreamu of appliitg thleir-

mlethods to Ille work of to-day' as to, propose tii liglit mi1e of

our great factories witli the taiiow-calidle Of oir forefathiers.

Thce spirit of our fathers niist bc ours, ouu* meiwos uîîust bc
ouir owiî.

One aliswer to Ilie question, -WUlat is Ilic Cliurch i d(o for

the yintg pl)el? lias l)e2ii giveii iy Ill a uîguificeîit

institution of mioderni davs, thec Saibbath Schooi. lie awful

charge tiat the Sabbafix Sehiool wvas ail,aigency of tlle cvii Onie

lias long aigo i)eCf dropped, whiie by its splendid work it lias

coile to bc recogniized as onie of tUe nxligliticst ex-.istinig

forces wvorkiiig for the extensionî ioI Clirist's kingdonx anlioig

littie olies both, within and outsidc of the Chutrcl. Its ilîetlîods

and work 1 wili not to-iliglt tiiscuss, but two inattcrs I will

vecnture to mention wvhiclh dcnxiand the attention of the Chutrchi,
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n rdieceî iîîlr NvIiicl ii It mi tiil i s H a it mmi q f Illie ( m ic1

woîrl< w~iII Iecoille stili itutîrcefITtive. lFiri Ille limvd ->f
dotser Iiidl îmore faitlifiîl o~esglîtf Saîiiiseliîaî il w

oi t Ille part of tlhc Sessionis of uii comellt(g;îtîiis. It is <,ii

of1 uIl que(.Stiomîs asc rSessions fît>,,, yeai tqi %geai., I ,n
ilati v eiders are etiga.,rcd i n S.ti)lj;ttl Sc lit îi wo rk . \11m1
I lle .tomvers ret iimcde( frt.i v;î W n ea r 10 0t aqieiitu'>
thai by far moo lar1ge a propoirtion of tlîtse %v1î'> siiomIlld lic eal

ers mi il t Ilc spiritul wvorkz of I lle ctîiugregail .11. acIiegler(ti îîg
thbs îîîost imtportat. mid inlosi friiitil field. I f the SaililI,;tll
St.lui >1 lias Soilietinles dlegeîcrat cd uit0 a sort of Su:,la v ( 'li1ib
witl i ts ellier i cres. ceii rtiý amtnil tli Ite tabilmi sail

execises ini %viichi Ille liieresi. (A Ille litt le otics lias becit
art.:mîtsed alid for %vlliili t hîcir c C(i*pcît tiiI lias l'c eti nibf
tIlle tcdil ig abil itiy Ias liCeti por anid th lllcaiigeî i.It tili-

%vise, it lias offltei ei>cause of Ille filuire tif tliose wlî<, have
.accepted office in tlle Clînircli tu Clitertaiii i iat truc iuttcrest ili

tllie %voric, 10 sustaiti thiat licarty ;m>rItoîi f il s i n weî aid
imiportaunce, and to excrcisc Illeculbiic anid carchill buit rest
iii tIlie Sch3dtool whichîftic Cliturcli lias a righit to expci for every
departînetit of its work fruîn those wlîoiç take the oversiglit.

[Il Ille second place wVe Slioul( claînii for Ille Sallaî l Schioi
a more genlerai iliîterest on tIlic part oi Chiristiani fatlicrs in our
coiigregatioiis. The great coiuplaiiit muade coiîceritig Sab-
bh Seulool %vor< is (liat iniil Otuilaccnuiîablc way it suiffcrs
Ille 3yo1iîg iieti tW drift (ult of a11 0il îeCtîoii vwbtluIlle Ubitîrcl.

Y\ouîlig feilows het.weeîî thic ages of sevetit ccii ;ui Iveltv-two

arc suîffered to lapse, andti tere is tilus crcaedt:( or aliowed 10

forum a place of leakage wlîiclî is disastrous to dic: Cliiurclh's
iittrests. Now, the trrîtli of this is ail ton evident tçi he denbced

amni ontie îans of its cure lies iii the recognitioni on dte part

of Christiani meni in otir congrcgatioiîs of flic duty thiat tlîey
owe tW thc rising genceratiomi. Withi a strolig staff of able and(

efficient and dcvotcd maie tcaclîers, teachers who, wvhile proil-
lciet in the professions and ini buisiness, are flot so al)sorbe<l
in tlîesc as to bc forctfuil of tlîeir profession to he fellow-lalh-

Til 1.4, ( lit tri« lit A X 1) 7'il N ). () 1 '. X(".
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oî'e's %Vill h v isi. 1' 4 îîî 1 eî) \Il\. w th Iis gît 1 f hIltlvetîth

S:1 lit h Shti til andt t1 Cli i-d zllmlte ls tîtd m il Iv hi'vitl i.ai111

Ilte g tetari'iltîetit foi' Ilte ofaiuî ii lier sîeilis i

diii init t lits, wvuik lie'i.tii''l
Ptit \0'le titis tttay lie a1 pttssilîilit v. aitld jerlîips a uei:ll

psiifliî. Ille (at't t*elltuts tht;tt tltire is a wovrtk l'uir' vu ititg. livi'

îîie wvlîtei ,limîill lie doit. Iitt w~htttiis l5Itit t'vet attt'iitil
Il- Ilite e itîi'Sal iblih St-in îîîi. Tlh iis i,, .i mvu irk 1 il S vst et t ta t iv
iWO Siiuie îîdy and t r:tilii g anid its e gfor wtIlle itu îte 111il il47
a il ut, t -arui i i t iif ( hrisî ia; îî wî in ut ''iti ect imi w'ù h tIlle

1 hîîi'ti. li f F%11is .I - t tlis \vov'til t ie lias, al iiii Utut îla

: u Ut t îd uf u ig Ietl'S < teet ivs. tilit wor otl f wtt li

linas sit iiet Ia varîiol v(if foi*i t w a tut, vielu Iitt , t o ti Ite ielt t

I o sý i)'ia li7e tiie'e ItaS COuicl ilit iexilcv wia sntetli t te

.seeýtit lb ie a1 titgesýte(h state oif irg:îtti7.tiuîi. atid su' a grt-ilii
tif u'hjeetiui liasý Iteeti tl ced lv I lie estatllishlttit tif wviat lias
liecti declareti t o lie ttîctur iadlîie'vy. iu vLd I ïMtealily iii onut ti

(if Ilus cssavs.ý 1îîlited uitî thalia: giat eletitiil of tIlile sIiti
oif lNuîtîîe lav- iii liter titori'îiit lýitulviedt..c 'if tlle \\...I iti

w1viil to denti wit hi etlîsas. ''ie ('lîî'lî tif Ruittie, lie,

salut. -' iettiir sUiilils tutethutisî ticir hiersei:itl il. hitt
lises il. Slitecotsd il as a grcta ittuîv'ltî, foi-ce vhiicli ili
ilself. 11kc tflie iltiîtsctlarloi*' o a1 fille Itorse.. ws iteillier gouil
11ot' cvii. blit wvltciî itav bc so tiitecteul as i) îruîulrîce grecat
gtîo1d otru'a cvii alid site as fiiltIe direction ti l htrsehf.
It wvoîîii, be absuI'u.i te '. dowii a1 hîot'se 111wc a Wvolf, il. wvoîîi<

bc sîill moree abirdîît to let liîiii î'utîî wiild. bireakitttg îlowiu fetteces
auici tt'atiliiip (ol0'i pisseuigeis. 'llie tatiuiiiai coltt'5t is 10

sibutaelus w~ili wilholt ittipair-itig hi5 v'igtîr. \Vhictî otnce

lie kiieovs lus ilîaster. lie is 'ai;île iii propor>ttioni t( luis
sIt'en gth anti spirit. fust suîclu lias beeti tlic spir'it of the Utiici
of Ni'nie wvitli reg~ardt 1 tiîiîia 'l'lîeu'e is a lessoit licî'c
foir uts.

NoNv. il is flot to l)u2 (ieC( thai tiierc tlay bcet-'gii.

tion iii the Clitrcli. just as tiiere mia), bc a fifth \vlieel 10 a

Coach. but it sienis evidetît ilînt ouir Youuîiî l'eOlle's Societies
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iiv'giveti a i't'amai li t (liiu ex t I ll\. Uv he w' il-(Im (lia tlie
hav' ;cc>iiiîislî'I f uî;îi/ Iiuî o''<f a wvige iîî>il aitil fa 'i

NN* 1,1 oi' Itî hii tiere in îiv'>'l. il t'alii i t im' b t'>ill't i 11i>

ili a il v i la 1 g l,) iit'd ( iltle' ,\ 11iiii1it'ai rt i >îî'4 Îîîc tint 'ît 1 lea11v Ç(I

îl'q .plv'idid ui'ga:iai il iîai. .ia It wva' îil (ilîil t wal iîîî't 1 a

co'uiîîtt'î tirgaîîizi <> ag '>iii' Iliai il wag >îiir wi i

diSt'I'Y 11 .ia a ( wii t' ,tvatîi Il% f fut'î' iii tu lit, ii',i iv dircti ill

is j list as ( dt'sî'ail de il Iu t î'li :î I -e s i il t 1Il %v'( iîi . 'Tu t rcit ni1u
ilii' t i g-a i i it il )Il is t ()1i l I' i l Iiiui f1li c pulîl iliîet; 11( f tu Ilv ';ît'r

ii>le ft>pi' tu1e \\.;Il v'r nuIl dyl. l i t> q iesîas )if i i ag ii an''' Pi ) '

strt'iigtii .11It î'i'ii Iî'iîti lit', t iicîinieiiiilg wtiai
Nmv~~. il is iit rt'îîiiit'(ti <> it ' tîe l 'îi iii irtit-iilar alix' 1111Vt

O'f ii'st' si ti.t' a sj''îii siiitabi>it' t> a i' aj'';f îlie nîviil
Ille 'iclvt''a i iiîcli, bu'l-, a a saîilipiî oaf ;III El 'f liii,. and

a's iii suuîiî' sîIi'tlit' gî''nttcst (If ail. i liii; Il' ju'iift' i(e

sîs'a (Il'llillig ahili tIl' ''lliîig i îî;it' u Iev 'f iiii4iiî

i tîis ~nî.'s ii (tiitiIi~rcf a11 c'rigîiial iijiieaaîs
ti Socî'iety, Ill Iil' gradi 1r(t'iii>val tuf tiî;t, fec('Iiîg 8111i t tIl'

;ulîîaissi t, îaf lj adiatio fit FEu it5- %V<iil!, iiifil aitt'i' tec

t1irî1iiit frontî Ille r'îcciît Sail Fr<ii'sct ( 'tîîivet'taii atîidîîr<
iî îg tIlle i îc'as îgnaizatit n a n ît>î g tlit' lta Ii'uf ti lai g'at

ilt ivt'ticli (il i liii' ilve ('ttif Ille. Ilcov p i giii;tivc atîid C'< it-

troc miela idtilt.''ii'I1;irat or Il ict'vtigcl is;iç -,piri 11 pi

t'va;igulistic .au1O îuîîýssî>îi;îrv effort iii tll' uu'g;îuiiatioli. I i'c
f ilit'ieîi coiviic'c. thai ( iii;î l nt;v lias %viiiuî if 11t);q(

celi t tits 5 wiîicli inia he foi* .' a i n î'u1(Ilcy alid po;' weri, a iid %vl liclih
tiler G od. Nvii1 t'nsîut' it a work iii On.~ fîîfîrt' ilu wiiic.Il ail tlîat
lia1, I wî'îi at'couut pflislited ii Iltlt pasf sua 0 Uc bunt as tIlite fi rsf

tluoppligs 0l tu' gu cat shlowvtr.
lis sociel.y lias fr'ont ils iliîctptioiap t' Ve'1' strioiigly

t o tllet i resivtt'rinil 'hr I li IlI remt' inte'rnational (*(?il-
venion 's the i resi)yt'riii (iicli lias >t'tiî niost iargt'iy rt'-

l)rt'SCuitc(i of ail the deîîoiliiiatiolîs. li ('anacla, mnt (If iiît'
lliin(iut't and iii'tcui Yualilg 1 'tolc"es Sot'ictics repJortiiig tii
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th e Genieral Assembly's Conmmittee, eiglit hiundrcd and cighi-
teen arc Christian E ndeavor. The re:ason for this is. found in.

the fact thiat while our Chiurchi lias neyer hiad a definite and
recognizcd forni of organization foi our voting people (otiier,
1 sliould say, thian the Young iPeople*s Homne Niissioniary
Society, whlici lias îlot vet been rcceived wvitli the favor it de-
servecs) thue Chiristion Encleavor Society cornes wvitli a simple
forni of organization, a constitution ready for adoption, a plan.
of wvork and study so, elastic thiat it is suitable for any congre-
gation, and witli a record of successful operation tliat appeals
vcry strongly to ardeint souls, and iiiay 1 not add, wvitli an
initer-deiioinationial flavor that is specially attractive to those
wlio hiave been taughit iii the liberal spirit thiat lias ever beeni
chiaracteristic of the IPresbytcriani Chiurchi.

Now, this very fact thiat a Society wvhicli, apart fromi ci-
pliasizing evangelical truth, lias no distinctive doctrinal or de-
nomnational teachiing, prevails so largely in our congregations

g-ives anything but pleasure to, nîany. It is wvorthy of inote
that at thie recent Convention hield iii San F7-rancisco the Con-
gregational Cliurcli ivas, next to, our own, nîost largely repre-
sented, wvhile next to it stood thîe sect of the Canipbellîtes. Now
the former Cliurcli, 1 think it will be acknowledged, is stand-
ing more and more for union on the, ground of disregard of
distinctive doctrine, wvhile the latter, tliroughi one of its officiai.
organs avowed its purpose of pronioting, îlot initcr-denioina-
tional, but nion-denioiniational feeling. XVithi two of thie
strongest forces iii Chiristian Endeavor, thien, laboring in this,

direction, it is evideiît tliat if our young people's study and
wvork are to, retain a distinctive Presbyterian, charactcr, and
our young people theniselves toi gr.wiN. up iintelligcntly loyal to
tlieir Cliurcli, there niust be cithier the substitution. of sonie-
thing for the Christian Endeavor Society or the introduction

into it of an elemient gencrously and yct strongly denomnina-

tiouai. Somecone nîiay herc suggest tlîat tlîis denomnrational
spirit is the very feature of Clhristian life and work, whiichi we
sliould seek rather to obliterate than to niake proinient; froin,
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sucli a suggestion 1 %'ould enipliatically disnand thlis flot

because 1 \youid ini the silghitest (legree retard or discourage

a spirit cd true Christian chiarity and unity, but rather because

1 w'oul(l seck by cvcry mieans'to cstablishi and develop suchi.

Clîarity is a fruit flot of ignorance, but of knowvledge and of an

e.xercisc(1 jiudgnient. Thie Iîistory of our Chiurcli's past is too

full of glory and of greatness and of God to be carelessly cast

aside, it is too redolent wvit1î the hieroisni of sacrifice ani ser-
%rice to be buried and forgottcn. The distinctive doctrinc,3, the

principles and practices of oui- Chiurcli hiave a message for thiis

age ai so, and it wvill be little less than criminal on the part of

the Clîurchi if she fail tu niake fanîjîjar witli lier richi heritage

the young people whion God lias griven lier.

To do this %'ork and at the saine tiie to train our young.,

people for Cliristian service we niay have cithier a distinctively

denorniational, society or we miay use thxe i.xisting Cliristian

Endeavor Society iii a mianner whichi its elastic chai-acter

niakes easilv possible. Along tliis latter line oui- General

Assenxbly's Conîmiiittee is niow working, and topics and text-

books dealing xvith thle l-istory, Polity', Work and Doctrine

of oui- own Cliturch hiave been, suggested, and to a verv large

nieasure adopted. The introduction of thiese special studies and

coursesof reading is a work just as ad", ntageous to the Chiris-
tian Endeavor Society as it is to the Chiurchi, for it enîphiasizes

its thoroughly inter-denominational chai-acter, and it is inter-

esting and encouraging to know~ tliat Dr. Clar-ke, the foidcr

of the Chiristiani Endeavor Society, lias expressed wvarni ap-

liroval of the sciienie. To securcý the best resuits froxîx tiienii a

perservering and synipathectic interest iii the work of the
Socictyv is required on the part of the uiniister ; but this is

essential to any successful work anîong the young., and this

I wilI sav for oui- Young People's Societies, -I have uîever

knownl one i -wicli tie pastor took suchi an interest, becoîxie

centre froin whiich troubles, such as arc sonietixiies cha-ired

against such socicites, have ariseni.

\Vitli the possiblity, theni, of such conilete control, on the

433



TU4 1E 1>RESJ1YTIR.*N OLG<1UIM

part of the Chitircli, of the Chiristimn Endeavor Society. witli
leave to iintrodutce inito it just as ""'CI' de"ollinatiolnai %vor<

and tcaching as we desirc. 1 fail to sec lw nced of a (listiIIC-

tiv'elv 1*i>rsb.vtcr iani organizatiouî. Exmlsin this direction

WC, lzlno%% have bccii set for us hvy the MN-ethiodiîst and llaptist

Chiurchies, and the niecessitv for snch organization iust have

appearcd ce'ident to thc lez(lers ini these bodies. XVhiat is

liccess-arv. howcver. is thiat the organiization of our younlg peo-

p)le lw Mwhatever maine it inay be knoîvn 5110111( be under the
full recogniitionl and direction of the Cliurchi. It iih lie uni-

fortunate, and eveiitua1l' disastrouls. 1 behcevc. if the vearlv

convention of any societv rcprcsentcd ini our Chiurclh Continues

to be under the auspices of a Connniiittcc wholly indepenldent

and on whicli our Clitrelh is niot ev «n offlcial.ersetd
Last veair and again this year the Baptist Youngc People melt

a1s Ba-ptist. the .Jethiodists as M.ethiodist. and the Prcsbyterîanis

thougli thîev liad a denominatiolial ralIl-, y'et met as Christian

Endeavorers. -Now I wvould have thenli continue so to iieet

if thevy <esire it. a meeting under suchi auspices lias its adv'an-

ages. but I woul<l have thenii ineet also, as Presb)vteriains, an
that unîdcr the auspices andl direction and witli the svnipathy

of thieir own great Chutrchi. I wotIld have establishied a Pres-

hivtcriail Guild îvitli orcranization under Presby tery andl Genl-

cral Assenibir, so l)road ini its charactcr as to inclu<le within

its seî'eral departniients every forîîî of youug peoplecs wvork

%vitliin the Chiurcli. and under thie direction of this Society 1

%vould have our societies work., and at its cal] assemble iii cou-

v'ention for inspiration, encouragenment and conference. L'et

thc youing PeopleC but fcci tilat they ani thecir w~ork liold a place

second to, no other ini the .syin1patI1y anid interest of the Chutrch.,

]et the. work but hec poiluted out -%vhicl tlicy are desire1 to

îundcrtake, and it wvili bc fouind thiat ini our Chiurchi wve have

t'losc whio, in iovalty. love andi heroic service for lier iinterests

are ilot a wilit behiin<l the foreiost of auv land.

Tlicre reinains stili a subject requiring special attention, and

to whichi reiercnlcc bs ilot vet been nmade-it is the relation of
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thc Chutrcli to yoilng ilen ais ai class. It is to bC retreuted
that this subjeet, shouild <iemanld a separate consideration. but

it canniot i)C clinied tiîat cithier 1w otir Sabbathi Schools or

byv Our Younlg Pcoi&s*. Societies ais at present coxxstituted hiave
younlg mlenl to anu great cxtcnt 1)eCn rcachced or tixcir synîipathy

eiistcd. \Ve mnay ini a spirit of hiope encourage ourselves to
behieve thai. Ille estrangvement 1)etweeii voungl menx and the

Chiurci is cxaggcrated., and vet tlle conitinuiai cali of tlle Chutrchi
to, this. class, as tlhoii-aiii thecre niot oîlv otside. but iii a

position antagonistic to îiîings religionis. the e%'er-rectirring«
mlagazinie article on tlle stxbject. ani the inivariabtlle t01)ic s0
iiiicli ili e'idcncce at our conventions of "low to reach VYotng
Meni," ail indicate ani existingi condition of affairs far fromx
satisfactorv.

WVhctlier the spirit of the age wixiclx finds expression nii org-

nization shoul(i tiid expression hiere also and(lziad uls to adopt
somie sucli forin of effort as is founld ini the 44 rotlxerhood of
St. Andrew "'i ll te Episcopal Chur-ch. 1 auxi iot preparc<l to
say. Mie mention of Ille niatter uîav invite (lisCusýsioil and
sig-estion.

Oîîe thing ini tlîis connlection 1 venture to suggest, it is thlat

iu ail] c *r wvork for Young inen thle spiritual shoulld take cmi-

pliatic and absorbinig prcc<encc of cvervtli:î cisc. To miake
a sort of semii-religlouis club) of our Chutrchi andl a lectuire-plat-

forml of our puit is to perpetrate a folly the iniconsistency
andi futility of wliicli nonc wvill mnore qiekîr dletect thanl yomig
menx thenîiselves. ieir v'crv business training andI competi-
lion in the w'orld teachi thymii the nicces-sitv of ficlelitv t0 pur-

pose amid loyalty to onles mîission. Tlhcy. thecrefore. look to,
Ille Clhurchi for spiritulal guidance. ciicoliragememmCilt ami lmelp).
and if, insteaci of these. tuey filnd atteiipts a1t amusement. ci-
terta-imîniienit am-iii social ai political c(hilcalýioi thlcv art. liot
slow to abanldon tlle Chutrchi for places wlhere these c:.i1 be
fournid ili larger mecasurc aid in more congmnia] sulrromminligs.
Thle pulpit lias trie(i too loi-g to %vin voung m ci hrapeain

to thxe hicad. lct ils miake thie trial iiov of upcln tileir
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licarts. Tlhc Cross suitl appeals to NvOuulg ienl . iîagîîify ht.

thenl. alld trust to Ilhe l)i'viuc Suffercr. Nwio tiui. tiiercoti to

ralv to 1] jîniscif Iîcar-ts t ruc and brave for tItle conifict wviltî

cvii iîzîgîi i ili Ille licroisîui of I lie ,acr.ifiqc andi service

%v1icli it teaclies a', \Veil as lii Ille salvatioti tha«t it pruvides

îui;lqFifv it inIll tc aUl tllat. il tter.s to) vonîîl.g inîcu to risc above

Ilicle c rihii of a 11uaîuîuou01 - Nvor-siippiii. agc. and

31)ove hIe elicrvaztiil,- :îîî<1 corruipt lifc of limxurv alud husi

iîîagîîify it iii ils IpuXVcrt hi îalke of îîîefl Sons oI G'od. aîitd tierc

shlall he fouuld Io-day. las ini formuer da\s. tlle cclio rcs poiisivc

Io il, caU iii ouug îucn , souils. 'Hienî. \Viîcîi Ilie Spirit of

Goti for leadership shiah fait 111)011 soUI ii(tO of ttiis age. auid

lie shial biow a1 truliil)ct. Ilc sthaH I)c fournid raltvîigi au lus

souîîd1( Ilic voiut.- mn prepared foi- Ie bat tic.

NIGHT.

i lcvoid cartiis riiutuii ci da'- drifts and sus
.1i1 CxiZ)cctzlut lands lifu uhicir stilied faces il]p.

The Last liouirs <lvii froiin N iglit* t uptiliriied Cli)

ANld uew -,ville siailus lier tîrsas slic drinks.

Wesiern Reserve University.
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TEE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION.

Iiy IR uv. I uuî'. 8u~1î~.tJ

A\s rreetdespeciaiîv inli le 1] ibbert I..ectiurecs. Ille tiew

Science ofl RcigLioîî wiii seeics, to ciassify Ille faitlis of Ilte

worhd accor ding to Iliir Ieadiuig features. Io trace Ille orîgili

and( growti of religiolis idcas, antu dici i5(Ver the~ i.as that:
greveil tlitir (levul opinent, lbas, 111e ail Ille ut lierl sciences.

cuill.. iler Ille speil of hIe evoltition tilcory. Ailiiitiîig Iliat

ni]olot heisutl is Ille Iîighiesî foi-Ill of religion and te otir olne

î.lîat cati be entir clv trile. il is liîid tlua i înonloiîisîîî is tlite latest

develoj>îîîent of religions tiîuugl witih tulait. t1liai il. %vas pre-
ceded lw lteîtotlieisin or thîe vriipof une goi lo Ille exclii-

ston1 of Othevrs. xwlo werc still. iiuwvcr(1. stupposcd to exisî.
Il eîtiteisnî lu i tarîtI girew onit of anl tltece(lulnt iîolytliisiî
wltichi relalceci the stil I carlier iintiisili or fet isisnt. nloi

fouind olnlv anîoîîg thec iovust antd inlost barbaronls tribes. EVen
titis îvas îlot tlue eariiest, foiI of ai, buit ntuist lhave becen pre-
cedcd iw soîne cruder religion stili, iltouigi thte atthrities on1
the S11Ijuct arc bw nu0 tîteans agreced %vlîat, il %vas. Tile originl

of reiio iogttr,îiici 15 lot ticcessariiy c<)ltemlporalte-

ous iviti Ilte origin of Ilte race, is vtoti expiained asa;risiîîg

froîn renî or iiuagînaii;rv gliosts, or Ille rcverenClce for dle-
parted ancestors. 'Maxs Müliler vouild attribilte il to the senise-

pierception of thec iinfiiitt, the incaning~ of 'vhici. if it lias anvy,
nleed tiot.dti lis ilow. Tiîs froin a reigs.ions point of view

nmait started at ai stagre liwer clownvi tian tlle iowest savage aniy-

wiierc fomud to-d-ay, alid lias graduai iy wori<cd lus wav ill,
step) by stel. 10 tlite pitre andc iofîy inlonlotitisini repre.stvdc(
in Ciîrisiaiity-just as il ve-etablt ami aninmal life 'are sup-

posed to 1have risenl step by step froin tlle iowest forins Io tlte

hgîst îtow existinig
It îcd îlot be said that the Jlbible accointît of nîlaili's ti-cigiotus

historv is colisidcr.al differetît froin titis.

VIE ANP
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TIlat ini sevcr-al v'cry imlportanit senlses thicre lias bccn reli-
gions developmient (romn thé begininiig itîînil 11No ks, of couirse,

ad<liitted 0on ail liaiids. Indglýcd 1w alinost anly of thec tests we
can imnagine. the religions c onditionî of thie world is l)etter l110W
tliaîî it lias l)cen at aury previotîs timie iii its Iliîstory. Puire
ilioniotlieisili counits a larger iiumbiler o)f adhlereutis thian ever
before, and< it ex-.ercises a more p)otCnt influence inu linnian
affairs. \Vitlîini our own dav wc have seen wliole nations
raised (romi the gyrossest idolatries aild1 superstitions to a Ili-Il
degree of Chîristian ci\,iliza-ýtioil, and autlîentic lîistorY casi îy
carries us back to a tinie M~ien practicalîr the wh'lolc of present
Cliristeudoin %vas limier the influence of a degrading polytlîe-
ismi. 'livo-tliir<ls of the \vorlhFs popunlation to-day' aIlliere to,
vairions lîca-ýtilin religions. and our aii is to raise tîmein to a
lîlgiier andl purer faitli 1w our iiuissionary exidcavors. \"Jc arc

conifident tliese wvill vet siiccee(l, and1 wilîn tuier do wvc shiah
feel that immense advalîcc lias beeîî made. The proc<ess inust
gyo on unltil the wliole wrorld is raise<l to a lilglier religions

plane. Our ardent hlope is that tiie progyress whichi lias imarl<ed
thec past shiotld be projected inito thic future, andh lrocee(h ev'ei

more rapidlv tlian it lias yet dlonc.
But even wtitini flhc linîiits of ilonotlieisîii itsehf tliere lias

been clevclopicuet ini religions ideas. Thli New Testamient is
anl advance oul the 01<1 :tic Mosaic dispensatioii is ai adIvaicec
on thîc patriarclial ,the p)ost-dîhnivia-.ii on thec ailte-dihiv~iaii.

Mie Bible revelatioii is e!vcrvwlice 5n1)posed to be a progres-

siveC mie, iii wilîîclî nlew coiicej)tloiis on religiouis inatters arc
comstaîîtlr beimg prescnlted I)v accre<lite<l teacliers, anîd old

coniceptiomns made mîore definite as tile proceeded anîd occasion

offered. l'lie truc religion lias ga1iied iii extenision, l)eiig
miore widcly eiirace1 iow tlîaîî ever before, but it lias also
gaziiiîed iii imîtensiomi anîd clcarnless as the resit of tilat iarvel-
lotis providenice 1ywhliclî Godl lias bccen leading the cliuircli to,

a inîller -,pprcIielýSioii of 1-1is chiaracter aind will.
lbut wrle ail tlîis is truc. thic Bible erervwlierc assumies tliat

iroîîî the v-erv outset mîail Ilad soliielîow coic to acquire a

~'Conception of tlhe 'existenice of thie one unei God, and tduit iii
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every agc of the world tiiere. lave been sonie, how-ever few.,
wlio retaine(l tliat knowvlcdg ini their irnin<ls andl gav'e to 1-linn

a3one the biornage of thîcir hiearts. 'Moses is thec great prophet

of ionotheisrn %v'ho flrst gave it elndurincr forinasantol
faitlî. and so gtiaranteed its pptutbut even lie Odîly re-

gardcd irnsclf as continuing thec faitlî of a flne of patriarclis

alid prophiets thiat reached back to the very origini of the race
and joined liauds across the centuries. Thcl verv first mni as

a, knlowledgc of God anthe fi first farnily are re preselite(i as

uniting ini sacrificial. worsbip at His altar. Defection inidced
cornies eariy ani sprcads rapiiy, 1)ut- even ini flhc (arkest days
J ehovah xîever ieft liiinself witliout a seed to serve 1-unii. The

truce religion ilever altogether disappeared froin flhc carth, or

the kinowiedge of it froin anion« men. Tiiere lias been miore

thli enouggh of 1ioltheisni, and of airnisnîi, alid of fetisliisîîî,

anîd eveni of atbieisrni iii flhc world. Bult -io otie of these is the

original religion. Tlîey are ail degradLations frorn a purer

îîîolnotlîisnîi, wvhici foried part of mn's spiritulal outfit at

the beginning of biis carcer. If the rnodern vicw is thec cor-

rect one, wc sbiall hiave to reverse ail tiiese conceptions anîd

Write afrcshi the earliest cIialters of irnan's religions hiistory,
so as to brinng thieni iinto, harnionv with the nlew tlîeory'.

'Now, it is quitc possile thiat we liave conie to rea1 inito
tiiese cariy chapters of Genesis a Iliglier type of ioiotlîeisîin

thanl the writer iiîtendcd or tlian is wvarralited by aliv of the

staternients miade. \'V are always apt uniconiscioulsly to, attri-
bute our o-wn bighiest ideas to biistorical chiaracters wlîo have

w'on our syrnpatlîv and appreciation iii anv wvay. Thierce is
nîionotlîeisin anîd nîonotlieisiiî. Adani andf Abel, and Seth
andI Enloci, anîd Noali niay ail have been nîionotlîeists, and yct

their conceptions of thec one truc God be vcry' different iin

inany w'ays froin wvat we woid now understand by tliat
naie. Did tlicy for instance understaild thiat God wvas a

1)urcly spirituai leg? Tuie narrative is full of antlîropornor-
ptîiisiis, and -%vou1d be quitc consistent wvith a far lowcr con-

ception. Did tlîcy regard Hinii as beingc more intercsted ini

the mioral cliaracter of luis wvorshippers than in the rituai by
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%vhlicl thiey approachied H mii ? Tlie story of the sacrifices of
Cain and1 Abel is at least a puzzling oue, and( iniglît be consis-
tent with cithcer viw.Iid thiev conceivc of inii as a loving
fatiier or as a ]ust judge offly who resented the breaking of
I lis law. ainl stcrnlv exacted the thireateie(l penalty of dis-
obedience ? In the story of the faîl thiere is uudi(oubltedlly

grace as îvell as justice. But justice )rC(lolninates, and thiere
is a îvîde gal) IetwNeeni the protevauigel to the lirst niother of

aladthe full gospel of grace ini the iiuiiistrvoftevri

But aftcr ail reasouiable or possible (le(uction lias becu
miade fromn the coniplcteness of the mionothcismn attributcd to

the founlders of our race it is (jite evi(lent thiat we arc stili
a loitg wav froni the modern tlheory. Lt seeniis imîîcli more

coic. froin a pretty' ra(lical miodification of the thieory. Lt is

flot iniprobable thiat this wvill take place ini tlhe near future.

To begin withi, the tlieory ini its present forin is but ineagrcly
supported 1w facts. There is no evideuce at ail tliat mîani wvas

ever without a religion of sonie kiud. Tiiere have, of course,
ileel in(lividuals wlio wvere irreligions, ail too inali of tliemi.
ihere haebeen multitudes 0on wliom tlîeir religion exertC(I
little or nu, practical influience for ,Yoodl, and there hiave been a

few l)rofessed atlieists. But no peopule lias miever v'et been dlis-

cover'ed Nwithout religionis ideas and religions rites of sonie sort.

Apart froin the Ue of ju(laisin and its historic afiliates, Chiris-

tiaiiitv andl Mohiauîmiedaiiisiii, thiere is no clear case of a peo-

le rising fronii a loNwer forni of religion to a highier save
thiroilgh outside influence. Thiere have been nunuiierous cases

of degelleraicv fromîî, Ilh highier formls to the lower. If the
thecorv wvere truc, then we wouIld exl)ect to find thiat the wliole

mworld, hecathien as Nvell as Christian, uow stood religiously at a

point far ini advance of wliat it %vas two or four thousand 'ears

rigo. Ilt is liotoriotis that the verv reverse is the case .and

thiat. not onlv anion- savage tribes, but also 1111(er the coin-

pairatively hizh civilizations of Ilidia andl China. If Nve mîmax'
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judge fromi tlieir religions literatture, thcere wvas a tinic wvlin

both of tiiese great 1)CopICs were nionotleists. thotigli thev
have long cease(l to be so. Renouf, one of the Hibbcert Lec-

turers, inîiseif admits tlîat the sublime portions of the Egryptian

religion are dcnionstrably aucient, ani the last stage i>y far

the grosscst, and niost corrilpt. If tiiere is any law at ail ob-

servable ini the religionis hlistory of miankind, it is the law of

(legencratioli. Advance is the exception andl flot the rile, save
as the resuit of outside influence. We niay inot be able to claini

thiat the carliest religion is the highcest type of nionotheisnîi, but

far more certainilv it is xîot the lowest forni of fetishismn. Froni

Soule point between the two thiere hias b)een a double miove-

ment, one ul)wvard ta Christianity and aliother, thius far the

more general of the two, downivard to, more (legrale forms.

TI'ere is littie (toult tliat the strongest recomniiiendation of

the modern theorv' to the mninds of nianv of its advocates is

thîe fact thiat it seemns to mnake the history of religioils progress
fail into line witli the history of ail othier fornis of life as inter-

preted by evolution. TPle thoughit of there. being- one law
rtingiii< throuigh ail nature is an irresistible mne to the scien-

tific mmiid. It seemis almiost ulseless to argule againist it, wl'hat-

ever.the facts înav' seemi to b)e. And so far the scienitiflc mmiid
inay be riglit. B3ut the trouble ini this case seenîs to arise

fromi a partial apprelieilsioîî of the -real lawv of evoltitioii anid

an erroxîcous application of it to, tliis (lelartniient. It is now

conîmgic1 to, be better un(Ierstoo(l thian was fornierly thîe case

tlîat ini no spiiere (locs evolution imcan a constant and universal
advance froni the lower to the lighYler. Thiere lias becxi advance

on tiie wlîole, but not at every point. Eachi ncew type thiat
app)ea-,rs seemis to be at first in a conîdition of ullistal)e C(liili-

briiiii. Sonie of the individuals or sonie of the variant foris
liold thecir owni and(l ltnmatcly iake progress to soiethlîiî

Ilîier. bult alollgsi(le of tlîis there is the (legeneracy and ullti-
mate extinction of thie rest, The relative proportion of the two
classes is by no means a fixed one, but vaisaccordilng to the
conditions at the tinie. The (legeneratilig clemient is awv

largec one. If in thie listory of religion (legeneracy scenîs to
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be the rulle, twvo tluings liave to be borne in mmiid. Ili tlis case
the degeneracy is largely a wviIful one, due to the prevalcuce of
sin. Because of sin men did tiot care to retain the truc God

ini tlieir knowledgc , but inade gods for theniselves, more to

thieir own mmiid. And man's religious bistory is yet incomplete.
Ili the past, dcgeneracy lias been the more h)roiilieIit factor.

B3ut wc are iiot witbout good grounids for hiopingr thiat the ti(le

lias inow turnced, and thiat lienceforth the upw~ardl novenient
w~ill be more marked thirough the energetie prosecution of mis-

sionarv entcrl)rise. MTen the record is finislhed it wvill l)e clear

tliat on the whole the progress lias been <Iecided enoughi.

Our conclusion as to mianes religious startingc-poinit sems

to require an explanation of liow lie attaincd blis lprimfitive reli-

gions conceptions, and( there lias beexi no littie discussion of the

subject. A word or two on that point nias'. thierefore, be

offered iii conclusion. It niust be borne iniii mmd, hiowever,

tbiat a fact' is one thing, the explanation of a fact anotlier, and

(juite different thing. Our statenient as to, the fact niay be

perfectly truc, while our explaxiation inay' be erroneous or de-
fective.' We accept niany things as facts which we cannot as

y'et exl)lain. Thie appearance of every new type is so far an

iinsolve(l problein even to the thioroughîgyoing« evolutionist.

Tlie short ani easy%. answver witli nianv theologians lias, of

course, beexi that mian obtained lus first knowledge of God by'

a primitive revelation fromi heaven. Ini soine sense thiat mlust

l)e truc, God neyer could biave been known by mani tlien 0?~

now unless in soiie -way He hiad revealed I-is presence and

His character. But as an explanation, of the fact, thiat state--

muent neyer satisfies the scientific: mmiid, because it does not go,

far enoughi. Wq, want to know liow God inanifested Hinuiscif

to mani so thiat lie becamne aware of lis existence. We miav

attenilt to block furthier inquiry by sayingc thiat it w~as thiroughi

sonie supernatural niietbiod wliich we cannot understand at ail.

But the Bible neyer semis to take quite that -round. Ini tbe

inctecnth 'Psaliii, at any rate, and ini the first cliapter of

Romans, as well as in Paul's adciress at Lystra, attention is
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called to thec pereiiiial revelation of God iii the %vorks of nature
and ini nian's own conscience. Assiinig thiat man hiad the
religious faculty fromn the beginniing thiat revelation wvas as
openi to imn thil as it is to us ilov. God is iiever far fromi
anlv oneC of us. W\T ail nav' find 1-uni if we wvi1l.

It is truc thiat nmanv generations to, -,vhIoi this revelation
'vas constantlvr present have, nevertheless, alinost %\,Iicllv

miissed Hini. But that bias been inainly because they did not,
re.allv care to find Iinii. God in nature is soinething like a
face iii a puzzle picture. WC seldoni sec it until wve look for it;
b)ut once w~e liave (iscovered it, it seemis so, nîanifest, w'e wond(er
liow it can ever liave escape(l ls. Primitive manî niighit lhave
missed Himi too but it w'ould seei as if biis lookino- lad been
early rcwarle(l.

he poet teachies us

" That heaven lies about us in our infanicy."

Iii cbildliood thiere is an artlessniess wvhîiclî makes faith casier
than to, maturer miin(ls. Thie lieart is rea(hiIv inhlressc(l with
the Divine. So îlot improbably there w~as a directniess of
spiritual vision more niatuiral in the infancy of the race tlian
whvlen later on it becamie pcrverted by passion and self-interest.
It ighyt be, said thiat God indced talked -wî.th mien, s0 plainly
(lid thev hiear His voice and thiat men wvalked withi God , for
they wvere ever conscious of His presence. By bis vers' con-
stitution flhc first mîan found Iimiself at once face to face wvith
the Divine, and as a genuine son of God biis lieart bade ii
worship the Supremie. This simple iionotheismi wvas attailied,
we nîay' say, w'ithiout reflection and wvas as yet wlioIly without
clefinitioiis of ans' kind. It w~as, therefore, tînstable, and soon
corrupted by vain superstitions. As in so miany othier things,
thie world's course is back to its origiinal startilng point, only

non' it brings back wvithi it the experience of failure, conflict and
re-conqucst, enabling it to lîold its lieritacre Ibv a surer titie and

with a nincli keener perception of its wvortli. l'ie recovered
mionotheismn is likely non' to be man's permanent possession.
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BROWNING AS A RELIGIQUS TEACHER.
By J~v AMIES BARCLAY, 1).D1., St. P>a1X1* Chid-i, Montleal.

It is îîot B)rowning as a poct, but Browning iii one particular
aspect, and tbiat only ini the wvay of a suggestive notc, thiat this

paper propo)ses to IisciUss. Browning miust 1>e ju(lge(l of as a
poet, îlot as a phlilosophler, or as a teachier of art or science
or religion, althoughl iii bis wvorks lie (leals witli ail. Bacon
wvas calle1 the -greatest, wisest, meancst of miankind[ and if
%ve ivere to take the verdict of critics, wve inigli t pronounice

BIrowning the strongest and wveakest, the niost educative, and
the miost unintelligible of modern peets. A strauge estimiate

of wl'hat lie is and whiat lie lias donc iiniglit be given by conîpil-
ing thie v'aried opinions of bis critics. Sense is sacrified to

soun(l," savs one, " pages of absolute nonsense," says another,
.obscurity is bis prevailing weaku-iess,e say niaiiy, arising,

one says, froin bis conciseness, another says fromn his garmulity.

And wbat bias biappened to bis mode of expression bias also

hiappened to wvliat lie expresses. One entitles bimi tbe cliam-

pion of the purest love, another represents himi as the advocate

of the rnost uîîrestrained licentiouisiess. XVere one only to

read about Browvning instead of reading Browvningr imiself,

one nîigbt avoid bis writings, on the one liand, as deleterious

poison, and on the othier, as unedifying rubbisli, and one w~ould

lose tliereby one of intellects greatest treats and one of reli-

gion's strongest bulwvarks. It is in bis attitude towards reli-
gion tliat I ani specially to speak of himi iii this short paper,

and ail I caiî undertake is to allude, in a preface, as it w'ere, to,

possibly folIowving. papers, to the underlying current, or, as the

Gernian w'ould put it, the miain " motif "of bis writings.

Browvning is essentially an optiniist iii religious faithi and

teachingy-yet bis optinismi is of sncbi a kind tbiat even a fairly

orthiodox Christian of the old scbiool lias littie reason. for coni-

plaint. Varions views biave beexi taken witli regard to Brown-
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ing's religious teaching and liis own personal faith. One iiTi

cati be.sýafely andl strongiy said, thiat evervting lie w~rote is per-
v'a(1C( bv a dleep, reverenitial, sacre1 sentiment. if lie ever 51)Caks
or niakes aiîy of biis characters speak, disparagingly. sliglîtingly,
sileeringlv of religion, it is oiy of its fictitionis and false fornîs,
and its hypocritical and Pharisaical expressions-the truc spirit
of religion lie treats tlîroughiout witli respect and rcverence.
Jn(ieed, flhe main dlrift of ail lic wrote was reliojoel
rcligious. Howv could a writer lue anytlîîng but religioiis wvhose
miaster tluemc is the huit soul-thie humait souil, wvitli its
iifinite wvaits and its infinite capabilities. rovigis a very
varied writer, lie gocs into ail filds, anid not sniperficially', but
deepiv, into ail fields. and into %vlîatsoevcr field lie gyoes-
nature, iiistorv, scece r-oe d ail lic vicws front the

si(ie of the hunmait soil-its origini, its growvth, its dlevelop-
mîent, its destiny. To give any fair idea of his rel$,ioons teacli-
ing at ail wvouid take not onîe but nmainy luaers. A v'ery goo(l

course miiglit be givèn iin any of our tlieological colleges front
thec works of Browning, and sucbi courses froi the writings

of several muodern prophiets nighlt prove iily hielpfuil. Ail
I propose to do0 in tliis paper is to trv to strike the ke-v note

of biis creed and teaching, an~d that key note undoubteffly is
optimnismn. It lias been questioned, and it is open to question,
wlethcr tiuis optinîisiivis conmpatibule witlh wliat wVC cail sound
Chiristianity. Tiiere is a great tribute paid to 1B'rowingi,,s rel-

gious faitii froin a quarter front Nvbiicli we wold have least
expected it-froni onie wvho (loes not bail %vithi w~elconie. but
wvonders over withi flippant regret, Browvning*s Cluristianity.

He nuiarvels thiat suchi a gyreat indiff eati le Christian, and vet

tliat it is so lie adniiits-thia6 lie is Christian lie says is as clear
as noon(lav, to the miost purblind vision.

Andl is it flot a miatter of profound thankfulniess, wh'len so
niucx to-day is hostile to Cliristianity, to religion, that the
greatest of our nmodern poets is religionis-religionis. certaiiuly,

and Chiristian, thougli not pcrlia)s conforniingr' aittogetler to
the particular teniets of aire one ciîurcli ? Tiiere is scarcely
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one, if any, of the essential facts and the outstanding doctrines
of Chiristiaility, w'hichi lie does Iîot toucli upon, au(i toucli upon
iii suchi a wvay as to carry the convictioni of biis own believing
acceptance. lus faithi miay be soniewviîat diffcrently expressed;
you do not expect a poet to put Ibis creed in. doginatic: tlieolo-
aical form. I-lis hiope niay be larger than that of any church,

or î>erbiaps thian tliat of ail the chutrcbces, biis interpretation of
ceVii and atoncmnit soxncwliat different and biis belief in Divine
forgiveness sonmcwlat l)roader ; but there is a deep, beautiful
rcligîous atinospbcerc breathing througluout ail bis poetry
indccd, you can scarcely get awvay froni religion in aniyting
lie wrote. Religion, in ail its formis, in its darkest bigotry,
and in its miost priestiy superstition, and in its niost rationai-
îstic license, bias becn treated by luirn. Judaismi, M'\obamnie-
danisin, Pagansuxi, Christianity in ail tbieir dcvelopinents, skep-

ticisin ifl2 ail its phases, coarse and rcfinied, xnaterialisin, spirit-
ualisni, bunîanitarianisin, sçientific evolutioni, have al been
tak-cn up and trcated. so inucli so, thiat on1e igbyt construct a
fairlv inclusive Iiistory of religious developineiit and manifesta-
tion froin biis works. I onlv wishi iii this paper to cmphiasize
wlbat runls tbirougbi and is really the deepest ground-work of ail
lie writes. Optiimisin is the key-note, as 1 hiave said, and yet
an optiniisin whichi I feel sure the cliurcbi would lie slowv to
condein. It miav conflict-it does' coiiflict-%writli certain
clierisbied doctrines and traditions of the Christian churchi

but, on 'tbie otlier biand, it is in biarniony withl and 1 )owerfully
supports illany otliers ]3rowvning teaclies, and biave we no
reason to wvelcoiiie sncb tcaching fromi such a source, that
there is a God, tliat H-e is immanent iii nature and in ii hunan

n1ature, tliat tbiere is a Providence, tliat everywbicre are traces
of the wvisdoni and w'atchifuiicss-of the righitcousiiess and
the love of God, tliat thecre is ani iinîmiortality, a life bey-ond this
life. aind wb.licbi exp1ains tbis life, thiat there is Eternal Rigblt-
cousness and, Inifiiite Love, and thiat the wvbole universe is in
the band of Infinite Love. Sp)cakin«g enerally, that is B3rown-
ing's crecd. Ic ixnav seemi to leave out of his creed a persoual
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devil, altliougli thiat is debateable ;lie does leave out ait eter-
nal hieli-eternal punishmiieit can hiave no place iii Optiintismi.
But tlue -whole tendency of his tvritiings is higlîly moral and
elevatingyly spiritual. and withi the ilîi platformi of thouglit and
feeling to wvhichi lie raises us niay be pardoned a few thieolo-
gical anxd ecclesiastical (leficieticies. If a mati eau be considered
a religious teachier wlho believes profoundly in God, ii ?Provi-
(dence, iii the Divinie origin of mnan, inii uortaiity. iii the
sacreduiess of duty, iii self-sacrifice, thien Browning is eniiucintly

religious teachier, and tliat of a very highi order. -No earnest
reader cati risc froin a peruisal of bis works withiout dcepcnied,
if, perhiaps, cliastenied self-respect and iticrease(l reverence.
He is au optinîist, Ibut bis optimîsnt is founided on God, and
leads alwavs to God. Nature itihout God fiuds no place iii

bis poctry. 4*Tlomwh MAaster keeps aloof, sigus of His pre-
sence iiuiltily, froin roof to basentent of the builing l I
lus creed God not on1l' created ail, but is inmmanent iii ail. "He
dwvells iii all. fron lifes minute binnig, p allat t tian

the consumnation of titis scliene of being, the contpletion of
this sphiere of life.'> ' and iii conpleted mtan beginis anew a texi-
dency to God."

Evervtinig in nature reveals to Browning thie effort of Giod,
of the Suprene Intellect, Fron îw'honi ail heing etuanates,
ail power Lrocee(ls,;' ** an ill coticcive(l or felt or known I
recogniize a mmiid, îlot tminte, but like inie-for the double jov
-niakzitg ail tinigs for nie and nic for Hiitt."

\Vitli Browning God is precït alike iii the order anîd beauty

of nature and ii thie world of ivili ani thougltt. 1-e nutakes
l1-'aiitipilia say Let us Ieave Gud aloite--wli- sltould I doute,
IHe %vi1l explaiti iii titîte whiat I feel tiow but faîl to fiud the
wor(ls: 1-is optuttisit miever <iscar(ls ilor discoutttialuce.s
the D)ivine rigltteoulsncss. on thte oneC liad, noi. it-norcs or
iniakes ligltt of humiianit onî Othe otîter. le believ'es inplicitly
it a final reconciliation, but that reconciliation is niot boughit

at the expense of hioliness or thte conidoning of sin. \Vitlt
1B)rowiingi, Goci is all-p)owerftul, allws.ai-righittous. yet
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withial. all-loving; and if biis doctrine of God is Iighyl, so also
is biis doctrine of mail zand of the relation betw'cen God and
mnan. Lov'e is suprenie, the ultiniatc essence and cnd of ail,
the truc nature of God and mnan. Browning nîiiglit inScril)C as
nmotto ovcr biis religions teaching, 44God is ]Love." Tlhere is
no pantlheisin. however, in Drow'niug's tcaching. M'vaxi is
not God, but blathl Gods*. cnd to serve-a miaster to obey-a

course to talze-sonîie%%,i;t to cast oif-sonewhiat to becoie.e

Godl is the Ideal and mnan is ev'er niioviing forward towards
it-nian's life begins froin God and returüs to God.

N o w'riter lias so mîagnified the sacrcdniess of duty, the neces-
sity and significance of effort, of endeavour. Oue of Clhrist4 s
most scathixîg judginents %vas passed on the * nprofitable"
w'ixo hiad buried Iiis talenît ulnused. And the unused talent, or,
as lie pits it, 44the unlgirt loini and the unlit lanîip,e" are anîongyst
Iifc's niost hieinous sins. Not the nunîber of talents, but the
faithful use of talents, niany or fcev is wlhat niakes life truc and

hiigli and acceptable to God. MJai is inade for progress. M-axi

is iniade to w'ork,, not to iniouru, as Burns puts it. To sec and

feel is to, suifer. His is the truest existence wlio ensiaves Ibis
suffcrixî'gs and niakes thecir strcngth bis own. 1-e wlio yokes

tiienii to his chariot shal -%in thic race. 1-e aduionislies youth

to sighi even for the impossible, and if xîeed bce, blunder in, the

exîdeavour to iirnprove wliat is. H-e intimiates frcquently thiat
cvcrv inan's task is to leaven cartx Nvitli heaven, byv working

towards the cnd to whliclî lus miaster points, witliout drcaiingic

thiat. lic caii ever attaixi it. Noue great or small iu the sighit

of God, tliere should bie nothiîg grcat or sîniail iii the siglit of.
mnan. "Ail servic ranks the sainîe wvitl God-whlose pL1Ippts.

bcst and worst, arc wve-tixcre is no0 last nior firs;t.e' Ilou beau-

tifully Browning brings ont this thloughlt iii *4The Boy and thc

Angcl, showvixg liow God miissedl the service of the poor boy
xwho ,,vorke(l at biis d1ailv c raft anîd praised God as lic did so.
Crcation'es choruis wvas wEacakecd I)v the silence of that one
Wvcakz voice.



IJR WJYC .lSA JWLJOIOUS ECI. 49

î?NIau niust iiok-auiîst gyroiw-uîan nîuist aixîî, and *bis
reacli niust excecd biis gyrasp.2"

"Wlat is left for us, save, in growth of soul, to rise up
From. the gift, looking to the Giver,
And frorn the cistern to the River,
And from the finite to lnfinit.v,
And fromn man's <lust to God's Divinity."

DBrowninig lias a Iofty idea of wl'hat mian is in hiisclf ini bis
relation to otiiers, in Iiis relation to, God. No oie eau rcad
biis works tbroughi and self- coin placently or sel f-excusingly
ask, " Ain I iny brotlicr's kccper ? Tlicrc arc fcw more

powerftul liues in literature than those iu wvbicli Brownuing
iiiakes David risc iii Iiis song, to the truc conceptions of God

and nian:

"Have 1 knowvledge ? confounded it shrive]s, at 'vîsclon laid bare;
Have I forethought ? how purblind, bow blank, to the Infinite care;
And. thus lool<ing within and around, me I ever renew
(With that, stoop or the soul, whicb. in bending upraises it too)
The subnxission of mxan's nothing-perfect to God's ali-complete,
As by each.new obelsance of spirit, I climb to His feet."

1 do not allude liere to the beautiful passage inu* Sauil," in
wlbichi lic nliakes David lu loftv inspiration auticipate thie In-

carnation, because 1 arn ixot even toiuching in this paper on
I3rowzniing's special. vicws of Chiristianitv. God and iiaix-
God's revelations, xuiai's gropings aiter and graspiuigs of these,

is one of our autlbor's favoritc theuxies.
Souvello, w'akc, God bias concecd twvo sigbits to a ii-

one of ilien's wlioIc work, tiimc's coiiplctcd phln-thec other,
of the uîiuutc's wvorIC ,11a1% first stelp to tbe )lIscomplute-

uicss,:: ,aud lie liolds tliat iiîaus life is zidvaiucecl byv every expcri-
ence that coics iii bis wav. \Ycry clcarly and vcry frequcnitly

the poct iintiiai-tes tliat in every hkIssiuig wbicli attaches a
111ali to this carflb, lic iuîav lbear the Div'inc v'oicc w-vhicli bids

hiiiîî renlounice it.
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B3rowning teachies strongly what wvas taught to Peter, and,
throughi Peter, to the jews, tlat God is no respecter of per-
sons. "Ail servicè ranks the saine withi God."

"So ]et hiiii w~ait God's instant-niien cail v'ears, nicantinie
hiold liard by trtith and his gyreat soul-do out the duty.
Throui-i such soulls alonie-God stooping, shows sufficicut of
Bis lighlt For us i' the clark to risc bv-anid I risc." Yes,
Browninga is a religious teaclier, at wl'1osc feet it wvill clevate
anivone to sit. Righiteouisness, dutv, sacrifice, chiarity are
arnongst Iiis thernes. but, as I saici before, wl'hat nus thiroughi
everythilig. w~hat explains aIl. aspect.ftr-God, mail,

tinie. Eternitv-is " Love."

"There shall neyer be one lost good-
What wvas shall live as before;
The evil is nuil-is natight-
Is silence implying sotind.
WVhat wvas good shall be good,
WVith, for evil, so nnich gooù more
On the earth, the broken arcs
In the heaven a perfect rouind."

Browning never igniores wretclhcdnciss, neyer ignores sin.

niom coes lie caîl thern 13v, othier ilais. but del clown ili the

hceart of the deepcst huniiiani wretchiedncss, and the deepest
huni wickecless. lie ses the loviig touchi of God, anid ii
that is ]lis faith, hlis hiope, hlis interpretation of the world and
life. Evil is part of the Divine scïcic.e anid the wliole sclienie

is " lov'e." Gain is cnhlaniced 1wv loss, ignorance leacîs to hlighier
knoicdgc, truth spmings froni error. Thiat life hlere s1lould

end ail would be a t1louglit absolutely imîpossible to Browning.
for it w'ould nican injustice to mien, zaild injustice wvith God.

Soig far beyonci this carth and tirne. lie Nyeavcçl his song of
hop1c righit aiid the wail and w~oc oi wvretclhednclss, ancd si,
,aid in flic love of God foulnd assuranlce that 44Heavcn'es shiah

be comiles froi"Ert' lias b)eie. I-is crcc(l is optiniiisi.i
falig l)erllaPs in imalny a solution, judncllaving. thiough

grca-,tly swcectenle., nîanu a difflculty unexplainecl but if luis
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creed errs, it ccrtainly does ilot err ini w~alt of reverence ta-

w~ards the Infinite Love, or ini w~ant of clîarity to mian. Let

nme close witli a chiallenge whichi it lias neyer beeîî easy satis-

factorily to answer, save as the poet answers it iniseif

"Wherefore should any evil hap to mnan
From ache of fiesh to agony of soul,
Since God*s aIl-mercy mates all-potency?
Man's sin accounted such ? Suppose a wvorld
Purged of ail pain, with fit inhabitant,
Man. pure of evil thought, word, and deed-
XVere It flot mell ? Then, wherefore, otherwise ?

Ail tliat is, at ail,

Last ever, past recali

IEartli chiangeys. but thi seul and God stand sure

Whiat cntcred inta the,
Tizat ,v'as, is, and shI; b

Tim&'s wheel runs b)acl or stops ;Potter and clay eildtrc.'"

BazowvNzxGC, Rabbi Ben E.-ra.

--- C:306 ý44
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REPORTER'S FOLIO.

A regular meeting of thec Philosophical and Literary Society

wvas hield on Feb). 25thi. Thiis meeting wvas a strictly business
one, thxe reports of the Treasurer, etc., bcing received. The

Auditors reported flic books as being correctly and neatly
kept. The report of the Society's Treasurer, Mr. Fraser, wvas

given, and proved a very encouragring one. He showed a sub-

stantial balance ini the treasury. Mr.. D. N. Coburn, Treasurer
of the " Journlal,«" subnxitted lus report, which wvas also encour-
aging. Both of these reports were adopted.

The awarding of Mr. Baîkie's prîze of $5.oo w\as thien put
to the vote of the Society, and. althoughi the vote wvas nuch

divided at the first cast, the prize wvas finally awardcd to M\,r.

S. M.\,cLean., B.A.
The election of officers for the ensuingy vear resulted as

follows

For the Pliilosopuical and Literary Society
Prcsideiit-'-Ir. J. C. Robertson, B3.A.
xst \ 7 ice-Presidet-(To 1e elccted).

:2nd \'ice-Presidenit-M-\,r. J. B. McLeod.

Rccordingy Secretar-M..-r. Geo. W. Thxomu.
Secrctary of Conumiiittec-M\r."N. 'V.MLod
Treasulrer-M\'r. J. L. Join ston.

Corresponding Secret-,ry-M\r. Don. Stewart.
Coillcillors-Mecssrs. D>. M. M\cLeo(l, DI.A. H. H. Turner,

P. M-\athiiesoni, H. G. Crozier, WV. P-. Tanner.

For thc "journal "staff:
Edior-u-Cief--2Lr.J.T. Scriimgcr,.BA

Associate E ditoirs-.M\essrs. R. J. Douglas, B.A., Geo.
McGrcgor, H-ector \IacKay.
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Frencli E ditors-\Iessrs. L. Abrani and Ag. H. Tanner.

Local and Exchiange Editor--M\r. H. H. Turner.

Coresponding E ditor-Mr. G. W. Tiioni.

Reporting Editor-Mr. Don. Stewart.

Treasiurer--Mr. W. D. Turner.

Associate Managers-Messrs. A. G. Camneron and N. V.~

McLeod.

Mr. Canieron wvas appointed to audit the books and to

report at first meeting next session. A vote of thanks wvas

tiien ten(lered to, the present " journal " staff, and to the retir-

ing officers of the Society, for their efficient services, during

the session now ended. The mneeting, adjourned with the

singing of the Doxologry.

NMIONARY SOcIETY.

The last ineeting of this Society wvas held on M\,arcli i ath,

The nominations by thec Executive of appointients for the

coniing sumnmer in the mission fields -\vcre reccived and

accepted by the Society. The appointmnents are as follows

1\r. L. Abram, Cacouna, Que.

A. G. Camneron, Rockliffc. etc., Ont.

J. B. McLeod, Ruthergien, Ont.

. T. B. Croinhie. B.A., Lochaber Bay, Que.

F. J. Wortlh, Killaloo, Ont.

1-lector Ma:.-cKav, Portileuf, Que.

Hugli 1L ergulsoîi, Conmmanda. Ont.

The sing-ing of the ])oxolog brouglit the proceedings to

a1 close.
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OUR GRADUATES.

Thie Homie M--issionl Coiimiittce lias appoiîitcd Mr. J. A.
M,\acGerrigrle B.A., to a fieldl iii the West.

MNr. G. D. Ircland, B.A., lias becnl studfving, at Clîicago Uni-
versitv% (turing the witer, takinig uJ) B.D. work iii New Testa-
nment E.xegcsis.

Thie French Board lias giveni Rev. P. E. i3eauclianip charge

of our work in:(ii dmudston., N.B. '.\r. Beauclianp (li(l good
w'orlc for the past few v ea-.rs, botl iii Frechl andl Englisli at
Perkin's MNills and L'Ang-e Gardien.

Mr. Ilanibartsooin Dseroiiian continues lis travelling anîd

lecturing iii Western Ontario, w~liere lie lias met wvith colisi(cr-

able success. His desire is to get l)ac< to Armnîia, his native
laii(l, as a Missionary.

'\r. WV. B3. Brcnînier, L.A., B.D., lias acccpted a cail to.

Sonya and( Cresswell ini the Presbyterv of Lind(sa-ýv. WVe con-

gratillate botlh Mr. Brenîxiier and the congregation. b',loiiý

a edsonietling- of the estimable qualities of Mr. Brenînier.

we l)re(lict large tlîiiugs froin tlîis settlemient.

Encouragcement and prosperity are evidentiy followiîi« thxe

labors of Rev. J. J. L. Gourlay. A few welcs ago lus cong«re-

1gation ini Dauphin, M-\,anitob)a, prcsented liiiî witlî an adIdress,
acconipanied] w'itli a puirse couîtainiîg s eventy-five (lollars.

Under the guidance of" Mýr. XV. \V. M.\acCuiaig, the Mdissien

Cliurcli of St. Pau's, at Point St. Chuarles lias becix niaking
steadly progYress.

On a recent Sabbathi, during thec absence of the Pastor thxe

?Rev. Dr. Barclay, Mr. '.IacCuaig, conducted nioringi and

cvenling services ini St. Paiul's Chiurchi.

-Nr. 1-I. T. MNurray lias accepte(l a unainiiiotis caîl extcnded
10 inii froin the congregation of B1irtie. M-\aniitob)a. Birtle is
ani iliteresting town wvitli briglht prospects alîead. Our cause
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is in a hiopeful condition tiiere. Withi a leader w~lîo lias cnergy
and perseverance, suchi as bas been inanifested ini\IMr. i\'urra,
we wvill expeet ta hiear of stili greater things froin thecir unitcd

labors. iMr. Murray follows Rev. R. Frew, a graduate of '91.

Rev. E. A. MacKelizie, B.A., B.D., of Chcsley, Ont., is fat'-
ore(l,%vithi the joy of secing inarked success attending bis labors
in tliat congregation. Durinig 1897 tbiirty-five newv nienibers

were added to the chutrcli roil. LJnder bis charge are four
huniidred Sabbathi School schiolars and fortx' teachigrs. In the

iour years that Mir. MacKcnzie bias labored therc the contribul-

tions liave (loublcd, and the outlook along c-very liue of work

is rnost proniiisiing.

Rev. M. L. Leitcli, of Knox Chutrch., Stratford-a graduate

of '85-is perrnitted ta sec bis congregatiolial -%ork flourish

abundantly. In 1897 thiere were seventv-five uiew, iienibers ini

bis cliurchi ; forty-eigbit of thiese -were adniittcd 1w' certificate
a(l twenty-sevenl ou profession of faitbi.

Tlie Sabbatbi Sebiool is in a flourislîing, condcit»ioni, and their
contributions ail througbi are niost satisfactory.

Preparations are being nmade for enilargingç their clitrcli at a

cost of about $6,ooo.
D. J.S.

THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.

Tlhe regular meeting of the Aluiniii Association wvas licld in

Class-rooin No. i on the niorning, after Convocation, with
the \T ice-Presidcnt, D. MacVicar, ini the chair.

Initeresting reports wvere received froiîî the various Commnit-
tees, and wcere a(lop)te(l I)y the Association.

Tlie election. of officers for the ensuing v'car resulted as

follows

Prcsiîdent-R\'ev. J. A. M\acFarlantie, 'M.A.
ist Viicc-Presidlent-Rev. C. E. Amiaron, D.D.
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21( iccPcsdn--Rv J. R. i)obsoii, 13.1).

Scc.-reasrer-R j. )ouiglas, B1.A.

Nccrologist-J. C. Robertson, 1B.A.

B1ibliogr0aphler-Rev. Professor Scriîniger, D.D.

Exetutive Comîniiittec-Rcev. S. J. Taylor, B.A., Rcv. I).

MacVicar, B.A.. Rev. \V. T. Mforison

?\Ieînibers of the Seuiate-Rev. J. R. 1)obsonl, 13.1)., Rev. 1).

Cuirrie. B.D., Rev. R. Wlhillaiis, B.A.

'FIie cquestion of tl.-e Aluinii takzilig steps to secture sciiolar-

shiips foi- the College wvas discusscd, anid it wvas dcîded to lecave

the ilnatter in thec bands of Rcv. Dr. Amiiaroni andi the othcer

iCiI)Cibrs of the ExCctutive resi(lent ini\I oiltreal, withi a viewv

to îialkiing (lCflfite arrangements wvhichi coluld be puibhslicd ini

the College CaMendar for iiext session.

'J'lie Inistituite anîd Re-Uniioni to, be lield iîext October thien

caxie upl for a fuili dliscussion. The programmue as far as conii-

pleted at liresent is as followvs

Monday. October 3rd, 189S. S p.m.-Rev. Dr. Mackay or Rev. Dr.
Toirranice.-" The Sabbatu Question."

'I ýsday, October 4th, 10 a.nî.-Rev. Prof. Coussirat, D.D.-"Modlern
Frenchi Theology."

2 p.n.-Rev. R. Frew.-" Indian Missions."
S 1p.n.-Rev. W. D. Reid, B.D.-" The Sernitic Question."
Wedniesday, October 5th. 10 am.-Rev. Professor Canmpbell, LL.D.-

"The Evolution of Theology."
2 1).ni.-Rev. Professor Seriniger, D.D.-" The Tlîeology of

Browning."
S p.ni.-The Opening Lecture of the College.
Thursday, October 6th, 10 a.nt-D. Hutchison, B.D.-(Subject to

lie seleeted.)
2 l).flL-Professor J. Clark Murray, LL.D.-" The Poetry of

Teiiiysoni."
S 1).ii.-Rev. J. R. Dobson, B.D.-(Subject te lie selected.)
Friday. October 7th, 10 a.ni.-Rev. G. C. Pidgeon, B.D.-(Suibject

to be selected.)
2 ;î.ni.-Rev. Johin MNacDougali, B.A.-ý" The Ritscblian. Theology."
S p.-ni.-Rev. Principal MacVicar, D.D.. LL.D.-<' Fundarnental

Principles of Sociology."
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Mitun[ cnvocation,
WEDNESDAY, 6th AJ iL, 89.

OPENING DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

Singing (Led by Organ and Choir), Reading the Scriptures and

Prayer by the Rev. T. W. Winfield, of Westmount.

1. Presentation of Prizes, $cho[arships anb Mfeàats.

A-PRIZES.

1-11 J~1LUO'I[ICA L AND î.ITE1RARY qOCIFTY'. S 11UZS.

Tite Senate 1>rize~ f or-

p>ublic Speaking, $10 i

Eîiglisli Readinig,

Frenich Iletdùatg,

Englisli Essay,

French Esstty,

Mr. ]3aikie's Special 1>rize

PrcseiiLcd by Mr. J.

ii books, Nir. N. 1). Keith, B.A.

il H. Mackay.

"C. F. cruchon.

S. Nicceaii, Bl.A.

C. Robertson, B.A., Prc84idcnt.

(12) ECCIEMSIASTICAL ARCH1ITECTURE.

Tite Dr. M. Huteliison Pri,.c (3rd year only),

$10 ill bookS, Mr. N. J). Keith, B.A.

Tite Lcctturcr*s Priz~e. 8 "4 4 J. Mi. Wallace, B.A.

I9resented by A. T. Taylor, Esq., F.R.I.Il.A., Lecturer.

(3) EI.OCUTION.

Tite Dr. F. W. Kelley First Irize (2xid year),

$1.5 ini bookS, MI\r. M. Mackay.

Tite Dr. F. W. K-elley Second Priz.e (lat ycarj,

$10 in books, Mr. G. 'LIqGregor.

]?rcscuitcd by Johni P. Stcphlcni, Esq., Lecturer.
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B-SCHOLARSHIPS (Special.)

(;AiNEI) AFTER CLOSE OP~ SESSION 1896-97.

The ord oîît.Stplîcî, st year, - $50 Mr. C. Ilftrdy.

'lie Stirlinîg, '2ndl y'cir, )o i'I'J B. Nliteleod
IlNN. Brown.

'l'lie Ai'ieancii Chutrech, 3rdl ycftr, - 0 ''Il. IL Tuîtiier.

The Evskiîîe Chutrcli, 4thi year 50 R . J. D)ouglas, B.A.

1>îcseîîtcd by the 11ev. Professor Miirraty, LL.D1.

('2) iaNuî cîî.sî'.

Thei Knox Churiicli (Perthî) Scliolarshiip, ilîcologicalI, $5i0 INr. E. Ciîrdy.

TJhe W'illiaiu Ross 40 ''V. dli Getova.

The Hamuiltoni (MNaib St.) Litcrary 40 "Ag. 11.1%humer

1>rcseiitcdl by Ulic Bev. Professor (:oissirat, DA.)., B.A.

'Thi Ostîabîiîek, M.Hcctor Mý\ackaly.

'l'le Ronahlsoîî, ''F. 'Machineîs.

Prsîîc y the Rcv. Robert Camupbell, ]).1., M.A.

(4) TUEb Nolt'-WF.>T SCii0LAiLS11i1.

'1'iî Jamies Henciîdrsoîî Sceholarsliip, $25 À i. R. .1. Douglas, I. A.
Nli-. F. Wvorth.

Prcseiitcdl by 1rofcssor 2dcoî,B. C. L.

(5) TUE IF AES SINCLAitM iOLUIi'

For Essay on the Evidleuces, $25 Mr~. D. N. Cobitun, ]I.A.

Plrceîtedl hy D)r. F. \V. KclIcy.

Awitrd(ed to Mr. A. WV. Loclîcad.

Plrescîîtecd by the 11ev. J. A. Macfarlaîie, B3.A.

C-SCHOLARSHIPS (Theological and General.)

(1) ORI>IN.UV (REEAL PRiOFICIEN\CV.

he Walter 1Pau1, . Ist ycaî', * 50 - Mr. D). 'M. MacitLcod, B.A.

St.. Audfrcws, T..oidoii, 1211d year, - 50 - ''Sainuc Maccan, B. A.

'fle Crescet treet, 3rtl ycar, - 50 - J. M. Wallace, ]I.A.

The Hugh ML\cK-zy, 3rdl year, - 60 - N. ]). Kcithi, 1B.A.

1reseutedl ly the 11ey. I>rofessor Ross, B.D., 1M. A.
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(2) (lENEIRL PRIVNCY IN IIONOUIt ANI) 0ILIINAILY WOILK.

The~ PtCr Ucdl(ptttli, .lat yctr, -$70 MNr. Geo. MclGregoir.

The D)avid Mlorriee, .2nd ycftr, - 100 - "J. C. PRobertioî, Il.A.

Thc, WNilliamn Browvn, - 211( yclLr, - 50 . "W. T. Il. Cronibie, B. A.

I>rc3cItod hy the Rov. Jamîes Barcly, 1). D., M. A.

D-MEDÂLS.

TIIE STtJI>INT.S' 0MA.DMEI>AL, IIFING 111GIIEST i'IUZE OF TIF YEAIL FORt AI.! WOIIK.

I>iss and liouuour,................r. N. 1). Keith, B.A.

The Silver MedalI for sucronadst.andinug iii tho saine, Il J. M. Wallace, Bl.A.

I>rcscutcd by the Rev. 1rofes4sor Serirnger, 1). D)., M.A.

2. iEonterring IJegrees in Diuinit-Q.
A-BAOHEL0RS 0F DIVINITY.

11ev. D). Hutehisou, B.A.............. r. N. 1). ICeiLli, B.A.

Preseuîtcd by t.he Rtegistrar.

B-DOOTORS 0F DIVINITY (Honoris 0ausa.)

The 11ev. J. L. Murray, NI. A. - . . Kiuxcardinie, Ont.

Pre3ented by the Rev. Robert Campbell, D. D., M. A.

Thle Rev. P. Wrighut, B.D)., P . 1ortage La1Prairie,.IMan.

Prcseuutedl by the 11ev. Profesqor Scrinuger, 1).D., M.A.

Tlue 11ev. W. (3illies, M.A.,..............ingston, Janmaica.

1resented by the Rev. D. Patersonu, D.D., MN.A.

3. Aôàresses, &c.
I.-Valedictory Address, .By Mr. N. D. Keith, B.A.

*2.-Pres:utation of I)iplomuas to the Graduates of the Year, uanîcly:

Mr. Luuughliu Beatou. M r. S. D. Jauuiesouu. NLr. D. J. Scott.

D. N. Cobturn, B.A. "N. D. Keith, B.A. "E. J. Shaw.

E. Cuirdy. "M. J. Leith. "J. M. Wallace, B.A.

J. R. Elmnhurst. "J. E. MNenancou. '<H. Young, B. A.

V. di Genova. "James Nairn. <'S. Young, Bl.A.

]3y the Revcreuid the Principal.

Address to the Graduuating Glass, - The Reverend J. L. Murray, D.D., M. A.
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VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

By N. D. Kiuii, B.A., B.D.

]Reverenid Prinicipal anid Professors, Memibers of Convocationi,
Fellow-Students, Ladies and Gentlemneni

It falîs to rny lot to; bespeak the thoughits and feelings of
myv classnates-niot altogrether an uiîpleasant task, you inay
say, for is not this the day to whichi you have been looking
forwvard wvitl ainxious eye, and, nowv that it hias corne and the
groal lias been reachied, your feeling-s doubtless are those of
uinnixed joy, and, as such, pleasant to express ?But, sir, I
hold iny lot a liard onie, and I have been at a loss to, know
-%vliy the fates should have beeiî so cruel, for duriing tlîe last two
or tlîree days, since the ordeal of exaniinations passed, and
others have been enjoying a well-earned relaxation aind dis-
portinig thernselves at will, I have found it necessary..to turui
tliîi grindstone stili. I awvoke at the dawvning, it was vaie-
dictory ; I 'walked, abroad at nooniday, it wvas valedictory ; I
lay nie down at niglit, it wvas valedictory.

And naturally I cast about to find tue reasoni whIy iiîiie
should be so, liard a lot. Thîis one caime aiid tlîat, but I wvaved
mny hîaid and tlîey lîad gonie. At last I tliouglit I lut it. The
reason %vas fournd in the class itself. We conie froîîî far and
îîear ; froin east and west, froin north axîd south:. \'e have
the geiiial son of fair Italy, and aîîotlîer froin rugged Swvitzer-
land. France, thiat gave us an esteciiîcd professor capable of
conversiîig with Adain or Abraliain in their nmother-tongue-
nlot the Gaelic, sir-lias also giveni us an estcned studenit.
Scotlanid, thiat gave us Jolin Kiuox axîd Georg,çe Buchanan--
pardon nie, genitlemnen, tliese are niaines i Clîuirchi Histor"-

ttalogave us our beloved Principal, lia*s also griven usa

sturdy student.
In aur own land, ait roads lead to Ramone, and so ý%Ye have the

cannyiv GaeI froin Cape Breton, and to balance thiat off, our
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fricnd froni Scotland coines to us by' the round-about %%-av af

Britisli Colurnbia. Thus, you sec, wc arc hiere fraîin the ecuds

of-the carth, and it would seein that the class wishced the centre

of the carth reprcscnitcd, aild so the) chose voulr humnble ser-

vant, for -who, lias not hieard it said the centre of the earth ai

the capital of the wvoild are in. Ontario?

Mr. Principal, it is a far cry froin Sept. 215t, i891, ta April

6th; i898. Seveni years is a long tinie, and if WC have beenl
faithful ini the duties that have corne ta aur hiand, wc should

have our girdie, by this timie, fairly wvell tighitenced for the race

before us.
Nor, sir, have we faundc the tinie toa long« it wvas ail but

tao short. Nay, mare, now that the illustriaus chiass of *98
lias safely passed beyond ahi danger ini this regard. vou niav,

l)ercliance, find sonie ai us advocatingy an. extension af tuie
course. We are railier inclined ta think- that another sessioni

igh-lt be of vast benefit to soine of aur successars ;alud, ilu

tinie ta corne, they would risc up ta call uls blesscd.

The. students af this callege, coiniing fronii the east, ironi

Prince Edwvard Island and N'\'ew Brunswvick, froin Ný\ova Scotia

and Cape Bjretoni, and those of -us, lilze the speaker, corniig

froin Westerni Onitario, are nfteîî ask -cd the question, \Vhy go

so far as MAontreal ? Tlie rcply is easv, without castiingM rellec-
tions an any other institutions, for, as- a Caniadian peop)le, we

should lie proud of aur collecs-%woe wvorth the (iay wlvhen we
hase out pride ini theni-the answver, I sav, is casv, we xvant
the best. Montreal, we liclieve. offers educational advait-ages,
second ta nouie on this conitinent. Thiere is ani education that

is nlot inîparted iiu class-roorns, and is inat founld in books. alid
thîis Montreal is singularly wclt fitted ta 1)C5tow.

As lias 0 'ftecn: beeni pointed out, the situation ai aur citv is

uniique. It stands on the divi(img Une betivcen the ieast anid

the Wvest. H-ere two types7 of civilizatian adtwo types af the

Christian religion nmeet. Wvitlià onc hiand Montrcal receives

the \Vest, wvithi its broad expanses. its great passibilitics, its
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spirit of progyress ; witli the otiier slie wclcoxnes the East, witlî

its 01(1er civilization, its tinie-tried institutions. its less buoyant

conservatisni, borni of wvider experience. Here tiiese icet

and1 lleld.

D-ýfontrcaI, inoreover, is a conmnercial city, and its comîmerce

is of a dlistinctiv'e type. îlot the jostlingc, butstliiiîg, bargaili-day

type, thiat lîurries and scurries, and to-xnorrow invcsts ini
wliirlig-igs and mierry-gyo-rounds ; liot the kind, I arn told,

thiat speculates in whicat pits -, nay, it lias a dci(led prcferciîce

for B'ank of M.\-ontreal bonds. Tlhat is to, say. tiiere is a solidity

ani a stability and a pernianency thiat, like lier architecture, is

cliaractcristic of 'Montreal and lier commnerce. Would you sc

a specirnien ? Go dowiî St. Jaines, or* St. Francois Xavier or

St. Paul Street and meiet ail unassuilling man-hlis face tells

vonl hc's of 13ritishi brccd-hce titined over $20.000 tbiat iiiori-

ing. andi tbiougbIt it ain ordinary hite of businiess3.

Sir. 1 biold tilat tbese tbings hiave thieir influence tîponi the

stuldent %vilo lias the eve to> sec thein. Tliev fornli no incon-

siderable p-art of lis educational equipient. F7or, living ini a

cit l ike thlis, solidlv bit architccturally, an(1 flrnuly estabhisbed

coniniercially, nlo stlent will lbe content unless biis education

ami the Iro(hicts of blis education partake of those saine qulali-

tics. Jt nîuist lic SOli(l. firi. truc, foursquare.

.Anotbier point :Our city is large enougili for a student to

feel tliat lie counits for oiiv one-no more. M.\ost studeiîts

couie fronii countrv lionics or suiall bianîlets, wliere the chances

aire ten to oneC tbiat lic lias been panipcred andI spoiled by over-

attention, until, perlialis. lie coilies to believe tlhat blis existenice

is anl e.sseiltial part of iodcrnl society.

1-le wvas tbe priffe of blis; parelts andl tilcy foolisbily told linî

so. At thic public sclîool lic was a iîarvel at the lîighî schîool,

a1 pro(ligy. His tcacbiers. too, wce indiscreet. and tîiîîgs

have corne to sucbi a pass tliat tbe little town, can scarcelv

hiold liiirn aliv longer, ile bias outgrown it. Hle cornles to

Montealandlie lcarnls that there are otiier peopile iii tbe wvorld

besîdes linîiseif, auld tlîat tlwre are a few thinçs ilhat lie does
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liot know. In othier words, lie cornes to iniseif, and becoies
a student. His education. 1egiins, ani, once begun, it tiever
ends.

This, tlien, is our aiiswcr to those %vho say, " \lvh go to
Molntreal ? Wc îirobqbly could get -as nmch book kniow-
ledge elsewvhere, but wve are giad to have breathied M.\onitreal's
cosmiopolitani air. In a prov'incial town one iinay touch the

puise, but iii the mcetropolis we feel the great hieart-throb of
the Doiniion, and, throughi the great arteries of commerce
centring here, wc fiind ourseives ini touch alid sympathy wvîtI
the grcat world beyond.

B~ut, enough. To-nigh t, as a ciass, w'e step out froni our
coilege home. We have no apology to miake to the worid as
we Icave thiese lialls and enter upon otir profession. We shial
endeavor to reahize the subliniiitv anid grandeur of that pro-
fession. It shial be the lot of smle of us to %wvork side l)v side
w'ith the doctor, and the lawyer, and the eniginecer, and if tlhev

i)e lionest mnen, thecir work wvill, with ours, tend to thc advancc-
mnent of mcen and the glory of God. And yct we feel thiat our

%vork goes deeper aind reachecs farther. It lias to. do not witli

i)assiIig sup)erficials, but %Y.itli great fundanientals ; it touches
etermial. verities. Thie worl( ibas beconic very î>ractical ;this
agre is nothing if it is not utilitarian. Even judged front thc

standpoiint of utility, listen to, what an authoritv says. Dr.
Robertsoii, supt. of -Missions in the Nortli-W~est anid I3ritishi
Columbia, quoting the remiark of Major \Valsh,. sai<1 tlhat one
iiister iii the Yukoni gold fields %vas as prornotive of iaw and

order as ýseven mioiiitcd police, * andi. a(ided the 'Major. "I
alii a policeman imuvseif."

It reniaimis for me to sav% the customarv fari-cvehs. If von

have tears. preparc to shed themii uow."
Wc take our leave of vou, the i)astors amid the p)eople of

Montreai. You gave us a Nveicomte to your chiurchecs vou

prcachecd sermons to ils you i)raycd for us. 'You gave us
a welcoile to your homes i your firesides we fomid ~ar

alnd l)rig it. Y7ou o-,ave us a weicomci to you hecarts. For aili
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we' thlik yoil. Our tliaiks aie csinere iii prop)ortion to tlheir

1)revity.

\Ve take our 1eav'e of votU, our principal and professors. -You

have gyiven uls ricll of your best thoughit. Youi strengtheîîed

our faith and broadeîîed our view. W\e have seen your love

for trutli and devotion to, duty, and it set us thîinking.

'Ne take our leave of you, fellow'-studcnts whio reniaixi. It

%vas nîo lighît task we undertook, but now we thiink we have

your education fairly well under waye Follow otir lead. Stand

by the " journal " and write for it, if v'ou cani. The twvo col-

lege Societies, the MAissionary and the Philosophical and Liter-

ary, are wortliy of vour best support, but you only get out of

thleml w'h.at you, put in.

'Ne takze our Icave one of another, fellow-graduates. WeV
have journeved long together, and our intercourse w~as sweet;

nlow wve hiave couic to the parting of the ways. And ere we

separate wve would wvave a united farewell to the past, and w~el-

couic the future with hiope and courage.

It is ours to labor ini critical tinies. The powvers of evi *1are

inassing their forces ; wc lieed to, put on the wvhole arnîour of

God, that w~e inay 1e able to withstand and overcomie. Thie

probleins of life are beconîing, mnoe perplcxingc. 'Ne go forth

convinced thiat Christ and I-is, Gospel alone can solve theni.

Tie Larnb siain, thc Lion of the trîbe of Judali alone can

break the scals.

:\gaini, farewell ! Let ils chcerishi the high ambitions and

noble aspirations of our collegiate and boyhood days. Thev.

cornie, at tilies. to us, stealiiug ini likc truanit schîool-hoys-
\\oiîlc that Nvc could ever reccive thrni and welconic themnl,

aild liold thellu, unitil thley grow up, iinto the strou)ger inanhiood

of IligIl a-ýchii(!enent.
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REV. DR. J. L. MIURRAY'S ADDRESS.

Genitlenîieni-It is xvithi pleasure, and yet withi diffidencc, thiat
I venture to address a fewv words to vou on this intercstincr
occasion. The occasion itself is cloquent withi pathcetic sug-
grestions, and your hiearts are now deeply stirred with themn.
You view the close of your college life withi iuiglcd feelings
of regret and hope. It is wvith deep emnotioni you conteniplate
your separation froin eachi othier and froin this distinguishied

college, with its happy and hiallowed associations ; and especi-
ally fron y-oulr gifted, cultured, Christian professors, wvhoni vou
have learned to love and revere.

In lookingç back on the happy ycars whiich. You have spent
together here, you, sec miany causes for joy and gratitude. and,
perhiaps, sorne causes for regret. Mvost of ail, froin the con-
sciousiiess, perlhaps, thiat you did îîot take full advantage of
vouir opportunities for tile dcepening of your owvn spiritual

life and thiat of your fellowv-studenits. In futfdre vou %vi1l sec
more clearlY than yon now (Io wvhat a spiritual powver one
sigrnally consecrated voung muan iruay beconie aniong hiis coinî-
Paluions.

Enoughi about regrets. Tlie past is past ; and it is irrepar-
able. 'lie future is before you ; and you righitly look forwvard
to v,.oiii life w'ork w'ithi the ardent hiopes of devoted Christian
volungr Men. May suchi hopes be realizcd in fulli nîcasure.

he (lcpartnîcent of service ini the chiurchi of God to wliich
you feel you are calledl is of the hiighiest importance. A coin-
mission froiî Godl to preachi the gospel of salvation is the

gDcreatest chiargre rcccived bv mian. It is froni the lighcist source,
and it is relatcd to the hiighcest iintcrests-God's message of
mcircv to imani. Thiere, in the broadcest sense, it is the p)rivilege
of ail to, receive the message, and it is the privileIge of ail to
carry the miessage to, othiers. Let inii thiat learcth say,
corne." Yet the hiistory of the Churchi clcarly pro0ves thiat ail
,%vlo receive the muiessage are miot to take the rcsponsibility of

1)ublicly preaching it. It lias been thc ivili of God froin the
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beginning to eall a sinall percentage of the limnan fanuily to
teaci 1)ublicly and officially the wvi11 of God for man's salva-
tion. The preachier of rigliteousness lias alwvays been a * roiii-
rient factor ini the chiurchi's progress and in flhc general ad-
vancemient of society ; and, as years pass, hie is becomning niot
less, but more important and influential. If lie is God's accre-
dited niessenger, liow could it be othierwise ?

Soon the Cliurchi wvi1 soleninly and officially set you apart
by the imîposition of biands as Chirist's mnisters ; but the

Churcli wvill do 50 only on the presunîption tliat you have lonig
ago set yourselves apart as sucbi, aiid tbiat, long before your

personal decision, the Holy Spirit set you apart as separated
for the service. Wbien you properly appreciate the cali froni

Chirist hiniseif, you wvill not despise the imiprinmatur of Chirist's
Churcli, wvhichi solenmnlv ordains you iii His naine. This nieeds
to be emipliasized at the present tinie, siiîce many in the pulpit
and iii the pew liglitly regard an ordination service suchi as
you ail liave iii prospect. Ordination to the gospel iniistry

lias special significance because it lias, divine sanction. Wlien
stripped of ail the barnacles of superstition wliicli cleave to, it
in certain quarters, the ordination of a gospel minister still
imcans more than a decent, conventional, timie-honored initia-
tion cereniony. Thie nman whiose one supremie end iii life is
soul-winning and soul building, and wl'ho is ordained to tbat
one supremie end, is not to be regarded niierely as a niemiber
of one of flhe ""learncd professions."

As niniisters of Christ you are to serve botli as preachiers and
as pastors ;anci iii botli capacities v'on anticipate pleasure and(

success.
\Vlîen the tinie is judiciously divided and the energies are

judiciously expended, tliese twvo dei)artineits are fouind to be
so inter-related as to be îîîutuallv lbelpful. Tlie pastor aids the

preaclher and the lireaclier aids the pastor. Tlie 1 )reaclier

wliose chiaracter and message niiove bis becarers wvill bc wel-

conîed to bis liearers' homues ; auîd tbe sy'nipatlietic, spiritually-

inided pastor wl'bo w'ins the liearts iii the biornes -w'ill be doubly
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effective in nîoving tliese liearts wlien, as a pastor, lie appeals.

to, thiem in thieir pews.

0f niecessity, the gospel iniister is first estimated and ap-
praiscd according to hiis efficiency as a preachier. Can ihe

speak to e(lificatiOn ? Is lie mentally anîd spiritually qualified

to proclaini luis Master's message ?he first essential, to his.

success is thiat lie be convinced thiat it is Iiis Master's message

and not luis own. God miust speak to ils before we speak to

nien. Wh'len we are diilv impressed witl the thouglit thiat the

Lord Ahnigh,-Ity lias laid luis message on our hcearts and on our
lips, we shial speakz out anîd cannot keep, sulent. Mienu

we shall speak w'ith a note of earnestness w'hichi canniot
be miistaýkeni and whiichi calmeo be counterfcitc(l. Then wc

shall be like Jerenuiahi of old, whio said that the word of God iii

lus lieart wvas as it were a l)urning fire shiut up iii his boues..

It niust find expression. The trùthi of God is the message;

and the w~liole mani of the speaker niust be open to truthi until
the whiole man is vocal with truth. Our earnestness thien

wvill be self-evidlencingy and our hiearers wvill feel it. But if

we look on our work as irksoine or professional, or as a per-

functory service, hiowever w~eII simulated, we wvill not lonig

deceive our hearers. The sermon whose composition and

delivery indicate deep, strongy heart-cries, is usually the ser-

mon tliat inoves and tiplifts, and that is instrumental iii soul-

awalzenii, n--and chiar acter--bu ildiin«

Wleek 1w' weekz the recurringc question ,vitli niany a iniister-

us. \Vhat next shiall 1 preach fronm ? " should first be,

\Vhat shiah I preaclu for \Vluen the soul is alive to that

question, it soon finds wliat to I)reachi froni. Thil the mes-

sagre of God, uttered with the crs' of mian's hieart, is apt to touchi
the hecart of the lhearer. 'Menu w~ill listenl, alnuiost in spite of*

thîcxîisclves, to those convictions w'hichi thley feel to liave beei
gcxierated, or at least clarificd anîd couifirnied, iii the laboratorv-

of the spcake-r's own sou!i. he hecarer is intluieii-cd by' the

preachier as wel as by the prcachîing for the prcachier's 1,cr-

soniality speaks to imii as w~ell as the i)reachier' s voice.
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But is iîot personal piety iu the preaclher the first requisite
to be considered ? Certainly. A regcnerated hieart and a

life of piety are taken for granteci. The absence of suchi would

rule hini out of consideration as a preaclier of tlie gospel. But

thiere is also wanted a wceiglit of persolial chiaracter, togrether

withi a hieart aglowv wit1î fervor iu secking the betternieut of
his fellow-nîen and the glory of bis Lord and Master. Luthier's

hieart hielped the Reformation as well as Luthier's hiead.
li thus, emiasizing flic necessity of hieart preparation, thiere

is, no intcuded reflection on the mental discipline and schiolastic

attaii ients and prof essional equipiuelt wvhich you liave
soughit and found ini this, college. To be a properly furnishied
gospel minister one necds ail the inst 'ruction w'hich eau be

inîparted to hiim during the few ycars of a college course. Both
you and your professors feel that the time and curriculum. of
study should be cxtended lu order thât the preacliers of the

future should be nien of God more " thoroughly furuishied

unto every good wvork."
Nor is, the knowledge iniparted iii a college iutended to 1e

the stock-in-trade for thie whiolc iniisterial career. Thiere is,
and thiere always Nvill be, an extensive course of readîngy and

study before you to reveal to you the thoughits of others and

to stimiulate you to thougylits; of your own. he truc studeut

îîced not fear senility-need îîot fear " the dead liue of fifty-
for lie wvi1l be always intcllectually young and always abreast
of the age. The late Chias. Spurgeon shircwdly reniarkedl that
4;vacant congregations are iiot afraid of grey hiairs lu the hiead,

but of grey liairs in the sermion."
The preseut age is impatient of miere repetitions, of the tradi-

tional impatient, too, of niiere verbiagre and of jugglery,ý w'ith
Scripturc' and inaccuracies of interpretation. But this, age
delighits iu the mian of hionest convictions, especially Nvlhen bis
convictions hiave mianifestly passed throughl the crucible of his
ow'n investigations. Further, this agre dclighits iu heariiig con-
vicions expressed xîot in a tinîiid, apologetic niiaiuner, but iii

thie positive tone of one %v.lo knows w'hercof lie affiris.
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But to teachi positively we mnust believe positively ; anid to

believe positively we nîlust be more thani the incre ccho, of tradi-

tioni. Vie must be, and 6e kiiowni to be, fearless iinvestigators

who are confidenit of our grounid.

Thli tenîptationis to ignore flhis waring wvill be iny and

strong. Temporary popularity of a certain kind can be cheaply

secured otiierîvise ; anid nîany a young-c clergymian is not proot

against the bewitclîing attractiolis of popular applausc. Vihen

kidl l)arisliioliers chanit his praises and swing their littie

censor-botties of flattery before his face, he is apt to beconie

initoxicated w'ith vaniity anid to grow more anxious to please

thani to profit. Certain pulpit mîountebaniks pursute the glitter-

ingi 1)ubble of clîeap popularity, ; but oni seizing it they find

that àt suddenly disappears aiid leaves nothinig behinid it but flie
clammny drop of disappoinitnîc-t. "Verily, they have their

re\'ard."
Let, it be takeni for granted, that iiot one of you, nîy dear

younig brethrein, wvill yield to these base teinptations. Let it be

vours oni ail occasions to corne freshi from tlic presenice of the

Lord inito thie presenice of your hearers, carryinig flic aronia of

the (uviile presenice with you theni, 'otur soulls beimy chiarged
îvith the Lord's messagre, your eloquence wvi1l bc k-idled wvith
a fire flot of this w~orld, anid, by God's blessing, it ivili touch

the deepest cuiotiotis of the lieart. Thus, with the I-oly Spirit

%workig ini and througi \-ou, you -%vi1l becomc trul\. fisliers
of niieni."

"So, the AIi-Great w'ere the Ai!-Lovinig too-

So, throughi the thunider cornes a liumin voicc
Sayig, O 0 heart I nmade, a.heart beats here
Face, nîv liauds fashionied, sec it iii nivself!

Thou hast no powcr nior nîayest coxîceive of inie,
But love 1 gave the, w'ithi myiseif to love,
Andc thon nmust love nie Nvlio have died for thc

BaoîvxNc,, u Epistie.
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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

The Flemingy H. Reveil Company, of Toronto, Chicago and

Newv York, contributes four volumnes this nionth. 0f thlese

the foremnost ini theological intercst is ' The Ritschilian Thiea-

logy," by James Orr, '.\.A., D.D., Professor of Clitirch His-

tory iii the United iPresbyteriani College, Edinburgli, pub-
lislied 1) 1-1(1(er & Stougbiton, Lonudon, foolscap 8vo., pp.

:276. An excellent article on 'e he Religions Factor in Rit-

sclil's Tlîeology, froin the 1)Cfl of Professor F7alconer, of

Halifax, appeared iii the '4Jouirnal" of Febrtiarv of last year.

Dr. Orr's volumie is naturally a nmuchi fuller review of the

doiiant Protestant thieologyv of G cians'. Albrecht r\i tschil,
the son of a General Superintendfent of the Evangelical or

Luthieran Chiurcli iii Ponierainia, wvas born at Breslian 182:
ai)(I (lied il] 1889, professor of theolog.v at Gôttingcn. He lias

thius been ten vears iii bis grave, buit the schiool wbichi, w~itli

mîanifold variations represents bis teaching is a nimerous one,
the best known exponents of w'vhichi are Herrmnan and Kaf-

tani, Harnack, Schultz, WVeiss and \Vendt. A born theologiani,

Ritsclil mvas influelice( b%- Xanit Sclclierniaclîer atid Heg-el, anid

fell for a tinue under the speli of the historico-critical school of
Tübingen. Like I-ofnian, lie nîaintained that "if wc hav'e

righitlv <lesigynated the essence of Christianitv'. we iiiav. conifort

ourselves byv saving thiat the nearer the systemn of a svstematic

theologian approïaclics to a mietaphysic. the fiarther it reiovcs

itself fromn Chiristiantlitv.ee He accused the evangelical theology

of bis (lav of scliolasticisin. in doing wbîch lie did niot stand
alone ;nevertbecless, Ritschil distinctlv philosophizes an(d thiat

oftenl. He refuses to regard natural thieololyv as a God
reve.a-ler. but alloivs Xaints Iractical or ethical proof of the
divine existence to set forth an ethlical as distinct fromn a relig-
ions endl of Christianity. Wha.-t is bis religions eind ?ý



Dr. Orr says, "Mie (lcrivatioli of religion froinii manis rela-

tion to thue world is on tl-e following lines. Mdai, it is held,

as a spiritual being, a personiality, caniiot but niake the claimi

to be of lighclir wvortli tlîan the whlole natural world, on wvhichi,
in miumberless ways, lie yet feels imisclf dependent. J-le ouglît
to, mIe the \yorl(l; yet, on bis physic-al sie, lie is part of nature,
and feels hiiisclf contînuiallv thwarted, opp)oscd, hindered,
by natural (incltudingy social) conditions ini the attainnuent of

his spiritual ends. Hence the fundamiental problem of bis ex-
istence-to find a solution of this contradiction whicli will
enable ihlmi to, realise wl'bat lie feels to be biis destins'. Mit silcl
a solution lie can only find ini the thouglbt of a Higlier PoNver

w-hbo lias created and now g-overuîs the worl(1 for the end1s of
the spirituial life, i.e., ini the idea of God.e' Such is iRitscliles

geniesis of ail religion amnong ail l)eopleS, but in Christ and in'

the kuugdomn of God establisbied by 1-ni the idea becomes

objective, andl appeals to, the consciousness of the Chîristian.
Dr. Orr, quoting Iilmi freelv, says,* Christ is, to, begin xwith,

the perfect "Revelation ' of God to, nuen-the Revelation, -above

ail, of grace and truth,' flhc spccificaliv divine attributes.

The inid. Nviil, purpose of God are mnanifest in I-Iimi. Know-
ingy Hlmii, we knowv the Father. So insep)arably are tbe know-
ledge of Christ andi the knowledgye of God relate(l, thiat witiot
flhc one w'-e cannot bave flhc other. In this respect Christ bias to,

ius the religions value ' of Ciod." Christ, then, is the centre

and substance of the Ritscbilialn theolog, a? i urmc
over the world ev en at hast, tbrougli death, is the imans of

man1 atainnfrthe k-iiogýluip or dominion thiat flhe religioiîs end
of Godl lias in view for Iiimi. Now, the miiracles attest Cbirist's

suprenîacy and the casting ont of (levils andi raising the dlead,

andl especially 1-is own resurrection ; but RitsclIill bave no

inrcll wiich -lue is. foIiowed bv Herrmian, tlugl K,,aftani
dissents. The xuiracnllous conception and tbe resurrection lie

passes by, and fails ta explain the incarnation.
Ritsclil nuiagnifies the love of God, and deniles His punitive

justice ;nevertliehess, lie believes lu the annihilation of flhc
133
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finally inupenitent. Hîe refuises ta alloiv that calarnities shouild
be regarlecl as divine judgm-iients, and in so doing lias Chirist's
auithoritv ; but neitlier lie nor Dr. Orr tells ils wliere tiiese
calamities corne frorn, nor hints at tlic kiiigdorn of wratli, wlîose
angels, priiicipalities and powers would. fain separate the soul
froi the love of Christ. Iii his anthiropoiogy, lie dexiies ori-
ginal sini, an<I docs ilot allude to conixon grace. Mucli of s1in
lie regardls as inornettb no imcans ail. bioac, u 'uil lie inakces

ptureiy subjective. he atoneiiient is tue revelation in Christ
of a forgiving God, the sighît of wlion eits the lîeart axîd
leacis to the acceptaxîce of His iaw of love. The sigxîificaxîce

of Clirist's (ieatli is found as the perfection of His obe(icnce
ta the Fatlieres will, axîd xîot as a bloody sacrifice, wvlich couid

xîot be 1)ieasilig ini axiy way to, the Godlîcad. In fellowvsiiip

îvitlî Christ sinners hiave access ta God, and are received into

commxiuion with 1-uni. Yet, feliowvs1iip wvitli Christ lias oniy
to dla with 1-is lîistorical mniifestation. " To seek a mîore

iiiiiiie<hiate relation, or direct commurnion, w~ith the exaited

Christ is, ini Ritscii's eyes, ' nîysticisnî ' and ' faxiaticisrni

(Scliw,-iriierei)-soiiietliiing to be abhiorre(l ahiiiost as the

plaguie !"In likeï nianner lie esteenis prayer as of subjective
value only, and. as ixica)alP of exercisingy any influence on

tue mîind and w~ill of God. Ritschil does not understand flic

divinie imîitationîs consequent on tue existence of cvii, and few

thleolLrgians,- do, flue limitations set forth under the figure of

the unjust judge witli mioin iniportuxîity prevaiied, tue bonds

of which are yet ta be broken by the vowvs of Cliristendoni.

The gyreat Gcrxîîan lias nîo theory of inspiration at ail, but re-

ceives the 01<1 Testatient as slîcdding niuclî lighlt on the Newv.

H.-e leaves a great niany reiigious problins iii uxîcertaixity,
anid touches otiiers wvith disappointing vagrucness. Stili, lie

enipliasizes niany important trutlîs, anîd lus doctrine of the

kinigdomn is especiaiiy valuable,

Dr. Orr lias prepared thuis boolk with <great carad uns

of referexice, as lus iany quotations testify. His work is verv

comiplete. eiuîiently fair andc appreciative, and lus criticisis
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as a rule are just. Yet one feels painfully that, iii connecting

the worl(l of wvrath andl con(lenunatiofl witli God's hioly nature,

save in a secon(lary way, as Christ stated it, the p)rofessor loses

sighit of an imiportant truth. "The wvages of sin is (leath " is

truc ; or, as Christ said, " He that conmmittetli sin is the ser-

vant of sin." Patul again puts it thus - '4 Know ye flot, that

to whion ye yield N'ourselves servants to obey, his servants yc

are to wl'honi ye ol)ey ; wvhether of sin unto death, or of obedi-

ence mito righiteousness ? " This is 1aNv indeed, but it is

niatuiral, not arbitrary nor even moral lawv apart fronii tue

naàtural. I)r. Orr is iniclinied to, conservatisnî in theology, and

ini his case it cannot be callcd the conîmon conservatisin of

ignorance, for lie is an acconilislied divine. Probably the very

license of the German theoloIgians drives inii back to whlat lie

deemis inore scriptural grouiid. 1 (do not wîshi to delude

anyone into the belief that, save to the critical theologian, " The

?Ritschilian Tlîeology " wvîll prove very entertaining readin)g. It
is too inuch broken up %vith conmnent and reference, ý.Iich

give it scientific value, to please one w~ho enjoýys the sniooth

flow of language. Those, however, whIo desire to kn-iow the
forni of religions thoughit that fills Protestant Gernîany, and
affects iiiore or less the students of thec saine faith in other

landls, wvill willingtly avaîl theinselves of Dr. Orr's compicte

statenient and judicious criticisin. I nmiist not onmit to meni-

tion that the price of the bool, is inety cents.
The Fleming H. ReveIl Conipany's secondl volume belongs

to the Intermiationial Theological Librarv, publîslc(l bv T. &
T. Clark, of Edinburgh. It is entitled " Christian Inistitu-

tions," and its autlior is Alexander V. G. Allen, D.D., Professor
of Ecclesiastical History in the Episcopal Theological Schiool

iii Canmbridge, Mass. It lias 57;7 large octavo pages, and its

price is not indicated. Dr. Alleni's wvork covers to a certain
extent flic crecd and dloctrine, as weIl as the organization and
ritual of the Chuirchi, and its nîiethod is historical. The first
book, on the " Orgranization of the Chiurch," lias tw'clve cliap-
ters, of wnicli the first is an liistorical survev of tlic Divine

PAVLKS ABOUT BOORS.47 413



4 74 TIIE -PRESBrlIVzRJV VOLLEG.RJOURNAL.

.Righit of Episcopacy. flie second deals ivith Aposties, Pro-

phiets, Teachiers ; the third withi Prcsbyters, ]Iisliops, Dca-
Colis. Thien fol1ow~ the Agre of Transition ; The Ig-natiani
IEpiscopate ; hoisrgrigte Origin of the E--piscopate;

'flic Christian Ministry ini the Second Century ; The Age of
Cyprian Mýoiiasticisili in relation to the Episcopate ani the

C-atholie Cliurchi Tlie Grcek Chiurchi-\.atioiialit\p and the

Episcopate ,The Episcopate and the Papacy ; and Tlie Or-

ganlization of the Chuirchies in the Ag-e of thec Reforniation.
Tie second book treats of 'fMie Catiiolic Crecds aiI iC

Developient of Doctrine," undcr fi ve cliapters :The Catholic

Crccds : hie Doctrine of the Triuitv '[le 1-listorical Signii-

ficance of the 'Miracle ;The Lifc of the Spirit-Tlie Doctrine

of the Atonenient-The Relation of the Divinc to the H-unian;

and The Persoîî of Christ ini 'Modern Thecology. Tlie third

book is conceruîed w'idih Chîristian WVorshiip," in four
chiaptcrs. wlîicli set forth l3aptisiîî Th'li Developnîcunt of
Principles wilîi affected the Cultuls 'flic Christian Cultus
ani the Lord's Supper.

Chîristianî Institutions" is a large book, so tlîat I have
not been able to rcad it ail, but whazt I lhave rcad lias plcased
niie vers' muchi. To begini witlî, it is the work of a schiolar
familiar w'ith the work o! the Fa,-tthers and( later tlîcologrianis,
suiclia h e cliias weIllas w'itlî modern Eniglisli, F-rencli
and Gernian writcrs on cccle.siastical an(tld Iiistorical thienes.
Next, its author is p)rc-euîiiicltiv fair and iiodcratc ilu lis
views as a Iliistoriali shîould ije,- and recogniizcs iiu the p)rimiitiveC
bishiop a simple I)arisli iiniistcr. Flow thic Coulicil of Trent
ini its Decrees, ani the xxxix. Articles o! the Clîurchi of Eng-
band could, ini the face o! thec Corpus Juris Canounici, iniainita-iin
thec existence ili the cliurchi froin the beg<iin gii of tlirc separ-

zitc orclers o! bisliops, l)riests and deacous, lias always been

to ilue a ivstery. to l)e accomuted for onîry by the perpetulation
iiu the Chiurcli of the spirit o! Annand ajpia Finalh,
Dr. Allen has a pleaisilig style, well fittcd to attract otlicr

readers beside professcd thecologiails wio ,take ail iliterest ilu
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the developmnent, of present religions institutions. W-ere it at al

I)ra-icticable;" it would be .greatly to the advantage of students
to hav'e sucb a 1b00k as this soniewliere ini the Arts curriculum,
so that ail profcssing to 1e possesscd .of a liberal cducation

igh-lt know soictiiing definitc about the greatest force ini the

%world. I cordlially reconiniiend Dr. Alien"s worz .as one of

permanent value, bis inumierous rcfcrences and fulil quotations
taking its nmatter out of tlie rcalmn of inere .passîon. argumient

and opinion into that of genuine science. It is withial the

prodluction of a iiialiNvlosc spirit is as reverent -and earnest as
àt is full of chiaritv.

Tie ilcxt voliinie froin the saine pulislicrs is.' The \Linlistry

of thie Hioly Glost.!" by the Rev. Johin oraof \Viewforthi

Frc Chiurclh. Ediliburghi London, .1-o(lder &Stoughiton,.

évo.. PP. 123, price mie dollar, seventy-five cents. It consists

of twenityg«ood solid Sermons, dledicatedl to the aitlior*s con-

gregration. \Vii 1 %vas a stlident ini 1Ediinbuirgh, more than

thiirt% N-ears ago, I preachied one nlighit at Viewforth, iin a smlali
hiall or large room to a congrregato ofhii Mr. Mra'

is ino doubt the outcoime. Mvsermion %vas w~eiI receive(i. b>ut

I shiould hiardlv comp-are it %vitli those of the presènt incunii-

1,ent. Thiere nuiist be a in 2Ii r. ?~lrafor Dr. Robert-

son Nicol wvoulc1 liardly encourage an iinferior man to corne

Iefore the Public withi sermions. Thec rcalitv of the 1-oir

Ghiost's w'ork in mîan and iii the worid, and the v'aricty of thiat

Divine Personi's iniistrations, constitute the author's themiies,

Nvhiichi are subdivided in oldI-fasliionled stvIe, yet linhtencied11

by livelines-, of diction and frequenit illustration. Hie admiits

thiat lie lias nothing iieiv' to say, and thiat his teacingl, is

"rathier old and severe and cons£ervative." The latter is truc-,

lie presents the extreinest view of total depravity an( divine

sovereigntv. as if God -were nlot miagnified more by' conîmiion

graice and the Kenosis. But the old doctrincs, thougli false

to fact, arc logically casier. He1re is a chiaracteristic pice of

harshincss :"Quec day the saintly johin 17iavel prcaclhcd fromi

the te\t, 'If any mn love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let hlmii
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be Anlathenia Maranatha.' 1-e disinissed lus congregation
Nvithiout the benediction, aftcr 'holding Up Ilis hiands to gi ve it.
'How can I bless thosc ,' lie sa'id, ' w'honi God nuav' have

curscd ? ' " This is horrible ! Even at the last judgméent, the
righitcous are called " blcsscd of miv Fathier,"' but. the wicked
are siiuuply called * ctrscd.-" If tis be nlot wvounding God ini

thec house; of 1-lis fricnds, it is liard to, give it a naine. Anid
tliis is the dear 01(1 ortiiodox thieology thiat sonie people lainent
the (lecav of. To tli 1 recomnnîd M1r. M-organ'es tastefully

Igot up v'oluic. Let tiienu, liowvever, renlieniber. the iircceit,
iBless andi curse iiot."' Do you, tlinik God clainis exemption

froin Ilis own laws, like a despot ? Are tliey niot the rescript
of I-is lîolv nature, unlike that of mcei, conccrniîîg wlioil it
15 said. Out of the saine ioutlî proccedctli lleSSing and

cursinig. î%Ty bretlîren tlhese thiixîgs ouglit niot so to be.", Yet
Flavel anîd i\,orgaii waul(1 lave muen ini tlîis reslpect better

tlîani God. It is sin tlîat curses ! 1 coîîfcss tliat I lose al
colifidence ini the ability of a mnî ta guide nie ini spiritual
tlîings wîo, lias a low conception of the nature of GOc. H-ow~
caxi sucli an anle ac ailotiier ta a Bcixîo wvhoni lie does îlot
oll iîot kxîow, but wvlîaî lic ignoranltlv nîlisrcpresents ? God

and Ilis Clîurclu are wonderfullv- loni<rsufferixîcr ta, tiese crea-

turcs. ta, wlionli Goc slîcws l-liîîîself froward, as a iîcccssary
result of tilîir frowarchîcss or inabililitv ta undcrstalîd 1-uni.

Finallv, thîe F-lcîiinlg I-. ReveIl Conîpalîy send a publication

of thicir oivi. ciltitlcd "'Christiailitv and the Procyrcss of Iî.
It -*s a neat snîiall octava af 25o, pages. thîe pricc of whichi is
a dollar aild a quarter. andi its authaor is W. Douglas Mackeni-
zie. Professor ili th e Clicago Tlîcological Scnîinary. Thue

v'olunîce is cldctec taJalîî anid Elln M-'ackecnzie, xîissiaîîaries
iii -.Southî Africa for the past forts' ycars, alid parents of the

writr. hisis îîîs~iuar bok, but of a distinctive cluarac-

ver, its object bcing ta slic% w liat great things arc bieing

:ruLt taghi nissions. he ilntroductory cluapter dis-

poses of thec aniti-tlîealagical bia1s ini the philasaphyv af social-
ogy, and rcvcals thîe iniglîty force af living Cliristianity. Next,

4 "6
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Mr.Mackenzie trcats of the liiiversalisîîî of Cliristiaiixt, or

its adaptability to the wvants of thie whole huinan race. The

M-ýissioniary as Pioneer exhibits Iinii as opening up dark places

of ihie earth to thc knowicdge of the civilized wvorid. The
Miissioniary as Transiator nlot only sets forth his grcat services

to the cause of phlîlogy, but, throughi the subject of his

translation, nancly, thc Bible, the elevation lie brings to Ian-

guage and thoughit, withi consequcut wvorldl-\idle unification

of moral and religious ideai. Thl issioliary and Education

enters inito the 1)articuiars of the nuiovenuient tlîus inaugrurated,
and wlhichi coîninon secular phiiantlhropv wvoulci neyer lhave

undertaken. Mfic 3-Missionary and Self-Sacrifice is a most imi-

portant chapter, as it miirrors the huniiian reilection of the heart

of the Etcrnal. 'fie Missionary and Civilization tells of thec

debt whIichi iot oiily commercial intcrests but hiumianity gener-

ally owves to the subduiing o; savagre instincts by the power of

thec Gospel. The Missioinary and Otiier Religions is a

thoughitful chapter, whichi regards othier faithis as a founida-

tion for thiat -whicli is truc,, and without the existenîce of

whichi the iiissioniaryl>s wvork %vouid bc hiopelcss. Thle mis-

sionary rejoices ini cvcry good fcature in lheathien religions.

Best of ail is The M-\,issioiiaryv as Saviour. His wvork is to seek

and save thc lost, and this lie can onlly (Io tliroilgh personai

cliaracti!r as an cpfistle of Christ. This is wvcii fittcd to w'akc

so-called Christian workcrs; up wvitii the question, Whlat is the

saving powcr of your life ?Never ii vour words. for witlî-

out your character beind thenii, -lc arc sou ndiîîg brass and

a tiniiîîig cynibal. Mfic 1)o\v'cr of sontie 1iistv:r&' lives is

danuii<ii flot saving", rci)claiit liot attractive and soine niomii-

nal îiissionarics nîiay live like thicm. iuusav'cd froin selfisliess

antld poiicy, and so unisavilug. Bult, ats a ie, the nuiissionarv

exhibits the sclf-dcvotiou and hceroisiin of the Clitrch., and thuls

the M dof the Mite.'1le înissiomarv c.-ii't afford to b)e

Coici, cenisorious, i)irsia.I-le uuuust of liccessitv be kind,

self-dcninig, chuaritabic, lovilig, or lic Nvill acconuplishi nothili.

Milin, iii thlis scnsc, canti xv'c niot ,ill be iiussonarics ? ht w'ould
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bC \w.orthi whilc to try. Pr-ofessor M-ackeinzie concludes his

thouglitful and inspiring- volumie Nvith a cliapter bearing the

naine of its titie, suii ngii up resuits, and giving promnise of
victories iii the near future, yet hardly of a tinle of perfection

on earth. This lie relegates to another sphiere, tlue Kingdoni of

HeIaveni. 1 hiave been aliiost inscnsibly led into a longer thani
ulsual analysis of his 1b00k by, as it seenîs to nie, its gfreat mlenit

as a picture of vital Chiristianity.

Fromi the Riverside Press of ïMcssrs. H-oughiton, M'-ifinii &
Co. of Boston and New York, cornes an elegant volume of
2o5 pages and elevecn etclingis by the author, called Gondola

Dav-s." 'Tle author and artist is J. l-opkinson Smith, with
wh'ose versatile pen and1 pencil the readers of thc * Cenitury

are familiar, as tlue creator of Colonel Carter of Cartersville
and otixer notable cliaracters. A i)refatory inote infornis tlic

reader of " Gondola Days " that it contains the text of 44Venice

of le-day, a subscription 1b00k inî large qiiarto and folio

fornu, -withi over two hundred illustrations by the author, ini

color and ini black and wh'1ite. Th'le eleven illustrations iii the

sinaller vbolume are reductions from some of thec latter, and are

genuiine works of art. Most readers of highi-class literature are

familiar wvithi Ruskin's "Stones of Venice," and have hiad thieir

attention called to the city by the sea. Mr. Hopkinson Smîith

ini bis preface wvrites :-If 1 have given to \T enice a proninient

place anmong the cities of the earth, it is because ini this selfish.,
miaterialistic, nmoney-gettîng agre, it is a joy to live, if only for

a day. wliere a song is more prized than a soldo ; whiere flie

poorest pauper laughinigly shares his scanty crust ; wvhcre to
be kind to a child is a hiabit, to 1)e iieglectful of old age a

sliuanuie a citv the relics of wîhxose past are the lessous of our

future whose every canvas, stonie, and bronze hear îvitness

to a rnerluxury and taste that took a thousand vears of

energy to perfect, and will take a thousaud years of nceglect

to dlestrt)v."e Ii fourteenl 1riglit dlescrip)tive chapters, redolent

of culture(l enjovniient, and illustrated îviti 1i0grap)hical and

hiistorical incidenit, MNr. l-opkinson Smuith guides his readers,
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whlo are ten thausand, throtigh the quaint old city, introducing
theml ta scelles, N'orks af art, ani ail sorts and condlitions of
nien, until thiey feed tliat thcy kiuow 'V\7cice, and are thankfull

ta tlieir cicerone for the (leliglhtful mauxier iii whichi lie lias
enaI)Ie( theni ta slîare bis l<uow'iedge and appreciatian. Onie
is often at a lass ta knaw whiat sort afinlexpenisive volunme
ta, give ta a friend who possesses culture without, any defluite
literary taste. For silcli a purpose " Gondola Davs "wotild
be v'ery apprapriate. ht is a brio-ht, yet restful book, thiat could
be taken Upl at any mamnut, and confer the luxury af Eura-

pean travel i11)01 the rca(ler witli none af its discauîfarts and
anuavances.

Thie Proceediligs af t'le Rayai Sacicty af Canlada is a large

actava of i93 pages. inicluding iialiv illustrations, giving ýan

accouint af thc Cabot Gclebratioil, lheld last ,.car ini Halifax,

1111(er the p)atron1age af the Governar-General and the presi-

dencv af Arclibisliap O'Brien. Tlo this is addcd the Arcli-

bishiop's Address on Cabat's Lanldfall, and thiereafter follow~

paper*s by two B3ristol delegates, "-Modern B-ristol,"' bî' W.
HoweIl Davies, and B']-ristol ili the Davs af the Cabots," by
W.T R. Barker. The Proceedings are thius af mare than usual

intcrcst. thaugli canitaining iiiere abstracts of the athier papers
rcad. w'hichi iill l>c publislied later ili the Transactions. Pro-.
fessor MIN. ÏM. Curtis ta wliose attentions 1 have been intro-

duced by- aur ancient alumnuiis, Dr. Robert M-\-acDoiigali, senis

Ile two Bulletinis of the \Western Reserve University af Cleve-

land, Ohio. Thecir contents are very varied. Professor Curtis

iniiseif contributes "An Outîliii of Philosophy in Amierica,"

whichi is a valuable nianograph, together wvitli "A Select Biblia-

graphy for the Study af Locke," and a paper on "'The Inîtel-

lectual Developmient of Cleveland." AUl sorts af subjects,

l)lilasal)lical, scientiflc anîd literar". are (lealt witli ini the
B3ulletins, w'hicli are well-l>riitc(l sniall quarta brochures af

au average af -o pages. Froni nîyv friend, ,\r. Jailes Croil,

I liave received " The Continental Presbyterian " for the cur-
relit year, editcd l)y the Rev. J. E. Sonierville, B.D., F.S.A.

479
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Scot., of Metn.It contaills 71 Svo. pxages and fotur illus-

trations. 1\1r. Somierville rcminds biis readers thiat seven vears,

biave passed since the " Continental Prcsbytcrian" first

appeare1, and, after somne interesting editorial niatter, proceeds

to sct fortli " France anxd Scotland ini the 01(1 Days," and a

review~ of fihe wvork of the Reformied Chiurchies iii France and

Belgium, Austria, Italv, Spaiii, Greece, Turkev, Algiers,

Egypt. Syria and P'alestine, eîxdling withi a list of Presbyterian

Services iii Englishi on the Continent. in the latter, Berlini

is vacant, but this is surely a miistake, silice the Rev. Dr. J. F.

Dickie, foriiierly of Berlin, Ont., and Detroit, is minister there.
The Editor adds variety to this nunîber of biis Annual by
inserting a paper on " Love and LoVe of Nature iii the Song

of Slonin,"by the Rev. T. Johinstonie Irving, M. A., of

Naples, wlio seems to be a good Hebrew scbolar and a lover

of Scotchi songys. By sone oversiglit, sncbi as will occasionally

biappen wvlieî a study table is tbiicly covered, a Lecture on
.Cbristian Patriotismi," delivered before tbe Sir William Wial-

lace Societýy, Victoria, B.C., by the Rev. W. Leslie Clay, bias

beeni deprived of mention hitberto in, the pages of thue "4jour-

nial." E--xteriially it is a meat 8vo. twvelve-page pampblet, and

internally it is a mnanly. reasonable, cloquent, and above ail,

Chiristian address uponi its important subject. Mr. Clay is
doingr yeomnan work iin Victoria.

A friend lias lent mie "" \ee Willie WViinkie," by Rudyard
Kipling't. Now, this is a clear piracy, so far as namne goes,.

froin Lady Marjory Gordon, but neitbier slue xuor bier contri-

butors Nvould be capable of writingg tbhe last story iin the book,

wliici incapacity would no doubt be to thieni a iatter of pro-

found gratituide. -.-\r. Kiplingc says it is liard to draw babies

correctly, yet lie lias writteni four capital juveniles. Wee
Willie \'ilikie, wbio l)roke bis arrest auud saved a youiug lady

fronui thue Affgîaxs, is goodl but the B3lack Shieep, wlîo wvas

nmade sncbi or very necar it, fronu being a «ood litesoul, 1w

ultra-evaîgehical and( vincegary Amnt Rosa, is better. Thue

Drumis of the Fore and Aft, w~lîicli is fihe îainîe of thue hast storv
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above alluded to, abounds iii lanlguage, sucbi as rarely assails

ears polite, and that somewvbat smnirchies the valour of tlue lads,

whio, wvith druni and fife., rallied thieir broken reginient, theii-

selves to, fail. The nominally pions person, w'bose self-iniposed

dutv it is to, frigliten littie chidren by picturingy God as a

policeman ever on the watch for their offences, is hiavingr a

liard timie of it in popular literature just now, but not a particle
more than such an -,,uxiliary fiend deservcs. As for -The

Drumis," they niay be true to nature, but they do flot mak-e a
pretty story, eitlber froim a eupliemistic, or fromn a temiperate

stan(lpoint. Profaniity and drunkenness are poor tings to,

briiîg face to face with deatbi, even' in a story.

Miss Cornelia Horsford, datnghlter of the late Professor
Horsford, of Canmbridge, MNass., and bis literary executor, bias
favored mie with a twelve-page illustrated extract froin the
National Geograpbic Magazine of Wasliington, enititled

"Dwellings of the Saga-Tinie in Iceland, Greeiilaiid and Vine-

lanid." L\iss I-orsford engaged the services of several explor-
ers, iii particular of Dr. Gudinundsson, of Copenhiag-en, to
exainie ancient Norse structures and report on the resuits

of their cxamination. Of such resuits the pamphlet before
mie is a brief sumimary, and tends to, shiew that the reniains of

ancient biuildings iii the vicinitv of Boston arc of flhe saine
character as tbose of Iccland, thus denoting that Bostons site

lay witbin the Vineland of the Sagas. I hiave quite an extensive

collection of treatises on the Nortbnîen i Anierica, froni îhich

I cullc(I tbe possible records of tbose wh'o, fled before thecir
persecutionl, and iincorporated theni into an article callcd

"Cnldce Colonies i flhc N.\ortlb and WTest," pnblishcd( ili the

British and Foreign Evanigelical Review for Jnlv, i8Si, îny

copy of -\vbich lias iysterionsly, disappeare(l.

Tlie follow'Ying notices of books contributed by M.\essrs.

Drysdale & Co. were crowded out of the last nuniber of the

"Journial," and non', by a seeming paradox, do appear ini the

Iast nunîlber. Here is an illustration of Abelard's Sic et lKon,
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and of nîany antinomies of -languiage ini the Engiclish, Bible
somietimies even ini the Hebrew andc Grcek.

"At the Siege of Quiebec," 1»y Jahies 1Otis, is -a 362 page
121110., illustrated by F. A. Carter, and Publishied by the Pennl

Publishixng Co. of Phiiladeiphia for ia dollar and a-quarter. 2\r.

Otis's style is simle hiistorical Englisli, or rathier autobiogra-

phiical Englishi, thazt is, of Conîan Doyle, Stanley \Veynian,
et hoc geis o>nc. It is.not Aicrican, althoughi the story

lie tells is Anliericani, being anl accouint given by a -Maine boy

of Arnold's marchi to Quiebec in 1775. 'hie hiorrors of the ex-

1 ieditioii, wliichi N%.as wvithout commissariat, are chiefly dNvelt

on1, and, in connection therewithi, the treachiery, of a river-

driver engagred as a guide, wio, fromn envy first seeks to mur-

d1er thic teller of thie storv, and finally perisiies after beîîîo conl-

victeci as a traitor to thie cause of the Colonies. Thie failure

of M\,ontgyoniery and Arniold's invasion is w~ell known. Thie

former fell belore flic walls of Quebec, and, wh1ile somne of

the commnand of Arnold fouind thieir wvay into the city, tlîey

did îîot find thieir w'ay out. Aniong tiiese w~as thie ,larrator,
Jason Bartlett, -%vhose story purports to, have- been written ini

thie Quebec jail. As aimatter of -fact,. flhe Amierican prisoners

liad fairly free quarters ini thie Sinîinary of the Recollets, aloncr

-%vith Du'Calvet and othier doubtful Canadians. ?M-r. Otis ,lias

told ain interesting, tale withiout ainy of the Anglophiobia thiat

inanv, Amnericanl authiors dccin it .patriotic and financially pr-o-

fitable to indulge ini, so thiat a Caîîadiailn ay read it w'ith plea-

sure anid benefit. I have tried to read " Weepingy Ferry and

Othier Stories," by IMargarct L. Woods, a 307 p)age 121110.

in Loiiniaii's Coloniial Library, 1)ublishied at one dollar .by

the Copp, Clark Co. of Toronto. Thie chief story, wliichi

covers 226 pages out of thie.307, is placcd sonîew'li-cre ini Eîg-

land (it inliglît hiave been placed anywliere tlie bigil-ai

guage is spoken), anîd it is suicli. tailre of sxiiall talk as feniale

Anierican authors indulge ini in feeble imitation of Rosa Nou-

cliette Carey, witliout lier obviaus moi-ais. Onie lias sonie-

tinies .to listeil to tlîis sort of tliingr w'itlîout tuie possibility of
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escape ; to scekz it out i a book and rcad it bctrays vacuity
of intellect, suchi as îîiit corne over a Klon(lykCr .after cx-
liausting thec Bible and Shîakespeare, and finding nothing cIsc
to exercise flot bis mmdii( blut bis eycs on. Tliere arc miany

people of more leisuire tlian thic Taiker, perliaps of greater
cliarity and larger darixîg; but, like the Aniericans in Qucbcc,
lie lias toi silrrend(er to, "\Veeping 1?errvN.." It is too nmuchi for

J olin Kendrick Bangs lias al)leare(l at lcast twice ini the
Talks. "Coffec and Repartec " and "A H-ouseboat on1 the
Styx " have beeîî notice(l %vith applrobationl. I-is present wvork
is "Paste Jewels," aîîd is a 166nîo. 'of 2o2 pages, publishced by
Harper & Brothiers, of New York and Londonî, at .a dollar
and( a-quarter. Ini seven 'chapters. 11r. B aîîgs tells thîe story
of Tlîaddeus anîd Bessie .(lie savs it is a truc story) and thecir
(lomCstic servants or liire(l licîl). Sonie of tiiese lîad bccnl
recommended, by emloyers, aîîxioîîs to get ri(l of thicmi, as

j*wcîs, but thcvy turn out to be paste of the w~orsi (descriptioni.
1 did inot find the book vcrv cntcrtaining. but iicuibers of my
houselîold werc îîîovcd to mîirtlî by' it. M\ost (loistic cstab-

lislincnts arc the scenes of sucli 1)'cuiliar experiences in-. con-
nection wvith thec servant quecstion tlîat it w'ould require a pou?-
cdiii imîaginîation to bcgga,,r thcîîî. Yet, E lcu, anîd ýMary, thc
Eîiglislh nurse 'Arriet, anîd Jane arc vcry' amsi cliaracters

to, contenîplate. tliougli tiresonie cîîouglî ini real lifc. Thîis
wvou14, be a good 1)00k for a sewviîîg, or simîilar circle, not too
evangelically supcî*ior to vaîîitics, to hiave rea(l to it. in or(lcr
for a liaif-hour to convert the Willilig Workers into the Chiccr-
fui Clierkers. Thiere is soincthing explosive ini flîe vcry mne
of B.-aîigs. Good stîîdcits (loI't care for b)angs, wlîctlicr in
the foruîî of slaîiingii- (10ors or of any otlier îîoisy dcuionstra-
tioîi. Nieand thionghît cauînot work togetiier favourablv.

Slîrewsbury, by Stanley WTeynîanî lias 4io i21110. pages

andl 24 illustrations by Clatîdc A. Siiepperson, and is pub-
lishied iin Longrnan's Colonial LibraryrpectdiiCnd

byr thîe Copp, Clark Co. of Toronto. This book teaclies the
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uniinitiated tlue genesis of the historical novel. Take Macau-

lay's History of England, Vol. IV., axid read up chap. xxii.,
so far as it relates to the Earl of Slirewsbury, Sir Johin Feiu-

wick and IlvIatthiew Sinith. Add tiiereto the sanie author's

description of tliat picturesque Scottishi villain, Robert Fergyu-

son, and suppleinent the story of Slhrewsbury wvithi wvhat his-

torNi lias to say, regardiiig luis abandoned nuother, and you

have ail v'our nmaterial, save the actual liero aiid lieroine. M r.

Weynian finds lus liero iii a farîiier's son called Richard, Price,

wvlo liad received education enougli to be a scliooliiiaster, and

xw'ho by xîîere accidenît wvas ludicrously like thie Eanl of Slirews-

bury, save iii the quality of his courage. This Richard Price,

falliig, nder the speli of an artful Abîgail, afterwards the wife

of MIattlîew Snmithu, becouîîes a tlîief, and would have gone to

the gai lows .but for the Fanl of Shîrewsbury. Gravitating to

London, lie fails uiider tue power of Fercruson, and Sm-ith,

and of tlîe w'icked old couiîtess. Yet, abject as lie is, lue saves
Shrewsbury fron ,Ferguson at an interview iii the latter's
lodgyiigs, andc tlîereafter beconies a depexident of tlîe Duke's

liouseliol1. He is muade a tool of by Smuith axîd the countess,

iii persoxîating lus xîîaster, w~lereby accidentally lue reaclies
Duuukirk. There lie fiuîds the lueroine, Ferguson's niiece

AIarv -, wlionu lie luad kxîown iii London, anîd win lie lîad

onice exuabled to, escape justice. Suie puts lîeart iiîto the cra-
Veiu, whlo returns to Fuucriland iii tinie to justify tue Duke be-

fore Kinug WTihliaiîî aiid luis couiîcil. Thîereafter lie lives as the

Duke's secreFary at Ey%,ford ini tue country, wvith Mvary Fergru-

son for huis wvife. IIow sue, a wTonuani of spirit, camue to niiarry
sucl an. abject coward as Richard Price, is aniong the matri-
uuuoxial xivsteries of tlîe world. Perlîaps lier uncle Robert's

diab)olical texîuper luad disgrusted lier Nvitli braNvlers, and muade

lier siglu for w'huat a certain masculine literary.lady of to-day
souglit and fouîud, "a iîuild nuian." The reader is annoved

witli the cow'ardice of Price, a .talh, (istiiuguisliedI-looking.y
lusty fellow,' yet cowerixug iii cluatterixug terror before every ncev

tyraxýiit, bellowing out his laxientatioxus likze a bull-c-alf, anud
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wveeping whieii lie is looked at a littie liard. Yet, don't con-

denin lim too liastilN. Wait tili you hiave l)een thiroughi thie

niiil vourseif. I-owv nany nien hiave resisted unto blood ?
In Nvliat proportion (I0 the cowar(lly bulies standl to thie.patient

long-suffering bullied ? Carlyle said somethiing about thie

population of Britain consisting of sorte thiirty ,millions,

inostly fools. 1-vy personial experience of mien is thiat thiey are

nîostly cowvards, and often tlie bigger thie blusterer thie I)igger

thie coward, because lie is destitute of thue uîîiscifisliiiess thiat

îîîade even Richiard Price, on more thati one occasioni, brave.

Sonie inisters are valiant ixien, tliaffk God, anid l)y (linit of
liard miîssion fields more oughit to be so ; but iiiost are not.

Tliey are tlie cratures of tyrainical circumnstanice, cringers

axîd paiîderers to wlîat tlîey deemi public opinion, pot valiaxît iii

a big crowd aîîd terrified,to standI aloiie. Let sucli meni read

their owvn nioral portraiture arighit before tliey conldenîîî Ricli-

ard Price. Take liini ail thiroughi, hiis miay hiave been thue

stouter hceart. "Shireý%vsbutrv." likze ail Staiîlcv Wevîîan 's

books, is weIl wrîttexî, anîd it is a valiabie l)syscliological

study.

For life witli ail it yields of joy aiîd woe
Aîîd hiope aîîd fear,-believe thie agcd frieîîd,-

Is just our chiance o' tlie prize of learingii love,
How love iîîiglit b c, hiathi been iiîdeed, aîîd is

And thiat w'e hiolci thieilccforthi to tue uttcrmost

Suchi prize despite the ciivy of thie %vorid,
.Aîîd, liaviigç gaiîied truthl, lcccp trutu thiat is ai."

BRo~'NsGA Deatz iii the Dcscrt.
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i&'itoriaLc'.

XVitli the printing of this nuîniiber of thc "journal " thc Col-

legre session cornes to, a close, and the editorial staff lay aside
pen andl inkstand, synibols of thieir authority, andi enierge froni
the slielter of tliat ulysterious andi poteîît pronounl, ;i"eý

Our work is (101e, and xve bowv ourselves froi your îprescîice

ini our true characters. Yet, before doiing so, -xv wishi to thank
yoii ail for your support duriîîg thue past session, and to, express

a hope thiat youir support xviii not end"withi us, but be given to

those xvho next year shial takze up the -work whiere xve hiave laid

it doxvn.*

Thie tinie to separate lias corne, and a fem, (ays w~ilI find us

widely scattered. Our practical work now begins. Tlie stu-

dent of Applied Science lias his practical 'experinients and
tests, the stu(lent of Medicine lias hiis clinics to, attend, and
the Tlieo1ooical studciît luis work ini the mission field. In our

case the xvork is nîo less practical, and it is mîore lastiing.,
Sorne of our iîuniber go to begiîî tileir life wvork aîîd othiers

go to trv whletlîer wvhat tlîev have lcarned is whiat men, need

to know, anid wiether thec trutis tiîey hoid are sucli as Nviii

stand the proving.

You -viii undcrstand, thierefore, flîat the vacation. xvhich

begins xviii îot be a tiîîîe of i(11C1iC5. Tfli lectures cease, the

class-rooms are deserted, yct this is more t'ruly a begiîîingiic
than an ending.

Tiiose w~lo, xvere assenîbled, îîow go forti xvith the truth thiev

hiave gathiered ini the past nuouîths, to teachi it unto, otiiers.

Ilînis wliat xvas spokeuî unito the fewv is miade knovn, unto, the

iiianv.

And thiat trutli Nvill b)e prescnted ini the xvay mîenî îîost need

it, earnestiv an(i svnuiathicticaily.

XVe hiave xuot gailîed fromî the xîîontlis beliiind us niîerely an
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accumulation of notes - the gain w\otil(1 I)c littie cnough if

that w'ere ail-but we have gaincd necw zeal. Wc have a.fuller

knowledge than \ve hiad, andl w'ith it a greater povcr of know-

ing God. Our cyes have been opened to see more clearlv his

w'orking iii the wvorId. Wc have learned fromi those above us

the mcanixig of faith and its fruit, whîch is true Christian

nianhood.

.Now wve arc bidden go forth and carry unto ail at this E aster

season that message which is the foundation of ail IEaster hope.

It is a message instinct withlich gla(lness and peace for

whicli mcin yearn.
No tinie is .morc fittiiig to proclaini it thaxi nowv, wh'1en in

thie wvorId about us the Creator reveals to us the Coniforter and

Redleemner.

he stainless wh1ite of the E aster lily is to us a synîbol of the
purity of nianlîood -%vlich is fouxîd in-Jesus Christ alone. And
the ncw springîng life on earth a sign of the life whiclî shall
be in licaven.

The promise of the season is a seal to a promise yct more

dear wvhic1î seenis ta bring clearly to uls across the years the
voice of thie ?.Master saying, " I ami the resurrectioxi and the
life. Go ye and preachi it unto ail nmen, anid iii your gyoing-

kixow~ tixat I an-i xvitl you."

THE COLLEGE OUTLOOK.

Thiere is an old sayiîîg that the darkest hour is just before

the dawvi, anid frecjuently it is strikixxgly verified iii everyday

if e.

When it hiad been decided by the Governors of MvcGill Uni-

versity to increa-se the fees of Arts studerits to $6o per session,

it was feit tlîat our college had received a severe blow, for

even the special indluccieits to study at Montreal would

scarcely couxîterbalaxîce such an extra tuition fc r;.specially
34
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wlien. no sinijiar change hiad been macle by gthier leading
Un iversiti es.

'l'le "powcrs tliat be" at McGill evidentlv also, realizcd
this. and hy increasing the nuniber of schiolarships for students

cnitering Arts to tivcnt, tivelve of whlîi are open for coin-
petition onlv to students outside of Montreal, thiey lhave iii a
vcrV practical way offereci free education to those whio are iii a

p)osition to take adIvantiagc of thieir grenerosity.
Tuie Senate of the Presbyterian College lias supplenicntcd

tlîis by offcring tvclve additional sclîolarsluips to Arts students

preparing fot flhc iniiniistry, whlicli, w'ith the four more being
a,.rrangçedl for 1w' the Alumni, wvill place our College on a better

footing iii regard to drawing the best students fromi ail parts

of Canada thian at ans' timie i the past.

Pcrliaps the iost cnicouragiixîg lessotis w.hiluc this crisis lias

taughlt us are the sturdv lovalty of the Presbyterians of Mý\.ont-

real to, tlîeir own Collegye, and thîe increasing interest of the

Alunnîiiii lier we1'are. Tlie citizens of Montreal hiave ixîdeed

frcquently provcd tlîcir interest in our w'ork, but it is a special

sourcc of gratificatioîî tliat thiey sliould now be s0 hieartilv and

nimiiiiously. agrreed to place our College iii a positioni second

to none iii Canada iii the advantagcs wliicli shie can offer to

iiîtending students.
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PHÉDON, OU DE LÂME.

Par M. LE PROFESSEUR COUSSIRAr, Officier d'Acadéinie.

(Suite).

L'immortalité de l'âme, d'après Socrate, tel est le sujet du
Phédon.

N'y ,cherchez pas un exposé didactique, à la manière des
modernes, ou même des anciens, comme dans les Tusculanes
de Cicéron. C'est sous forme de dialogue, au milieu de di-

gressions assaisonnées de plaisanteries d'un sel attique, mal-

gré le sérieux de la situation, que se déroulent des preuves de
valeur inégale, dont la plupart reposent sur des .théories par-
ticulières à certaines écoles de philosophie, mais qui ne

trouvent plus- créance depuis longtemps.

Au lieu (le les mettre en forme, à la suite de Victor Cousin,

dans l'Argument qui précède le livre, j'aime mieux reproduire

en abrégé la discussion qui s'engage entre Socrate et ses
amis, sans toutefois le suivre dans tous les méandres où illui

plait de la prolonger. Le résumé y perdra le charme de l'ori-

ginal ; mais qu'attendre d'autre d'un résumé ?
La mort, dit Socrate, est un voyage. Ce voyage qu'on

m'a ordonné me remplit d'une douce espérance, et il fera le
même effet sur tout -homme qui croit que son âme est pré-

parée, c'est-à-dire purifiée. La mort est donc un bien. car
nulle part que dans l'autre monde le philosophe ne rencon-

tre la pure sagesse qu'il cherche.

A cela Cébés répond : "Il semble que lorsque l'âme a

quitté le corps elle n'est plus : que, le jour où l'homme ex-

pire, elle se dissipe comme une vapeur ou une fumée, et s'é-
vanouit sans laisser de traces.
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" tVeux-tu,'" reprit Socràte, " que nous examinions dans
cette conversation s'il est vraisemblable que l'âme survive à
la mort de l'homme, ou si cela ne l'est pas ?"

La première preuve qu'allègue le philosophe est tirée du
dogme pythagoricien et même orphique de la métempsy-
chose. Les âmes reviennent dans ce monde et retournent à
la'vie après avoir passé par la mort. Si tout ce qui vit ve-
nait à mourir sans survivre, toute production cesserait, toutes

choses finiraient à la longue.

La deuxième preuve se fonde sur la théorie de la réminis-

cence qui elle-même suppose celle de la préexistence. Ap-
prendre en effet n'est que se ressouvenir, et il l'établit longue-

ment. Il faut donc dle toute nécessité que nous ayons appris

dans un autre temps les choses dont nous nous ressouvenons

dans celui-ci, et cela serait impossible si notre âme n'existe

pas avant que de venir sous cette forme humaine. L'âme
vit donc indépendamment du corps.

Les amis <le Socrate .lui accordent que notre âme existe
avant notre naissance Mais, dit Simmias, qu'elle soit après
notre mort, c'est ce qui ne me parait pas à moi-même assez
prouve.

Les vivants, répond le maître, naissent des morts, ce qu'il a
montré précédemment pour tout organisme ; l'âme doit ex-

ister après la mort, puisqu'elle retourne à la vie.

Ce qui se dissout, c'est le corps composé de parties qu'on

peit voir, toucher, percevoir par quelque sens. Les choses
qui sont toujours les mêmes et dans le même état ne sont pas

composées elles ne peuvent être saisies que par la pensée,

car elles sont immatérielles.et on ne les voit point. Or, c'est

là le propre <le l'àme ; elle est invisible, immatérielle et n'est

donc point sujette à la décomposition.

L'âme en outre commande au corps ; elle ressemble ainsi à

ce qui est divin, immortel, simple, indissoluble, toujours le
même et toujours semblable à lui-même.

L'âme donc, qui est immatérielle, à peine sortie du corps,
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se dissiperait et.périrait ! Il s'en faut de beaucoup. Si elle

est pure, elle se rend vers ce qui est semblable à elle, immaté-

riel, divin, immortel et sage, et là elle est heureuse, délivrée

de l'erreur, de la folie, des craintes, des amours dérèglés et

de tous les autres naux,des humains.

Mais si elle se retire du corps souillée et impure, entrainée

de nouveau vers le monde sensible par l'horreur de l'immaté-

riel et de cet autre monde, elle va errant, à ce qu'on dit, parmi

les monuments et les tombeaux, jusqu'à ce que l'appétit natu-

rel de la masse corporelle qui la suit la ramène dans un corps,

et alors elle rentre vraisemblablement dans les mêmes moeurs

qui ont fait l'occupation de sa première existence. Elle anime

des loups, des éperviers, des faucons, ou des abeilles, des

guepes, des fourmis, ou même un corps humain, suivant les

circonstances.

Mais oour arriver au rang des dieux, que celui qui n'a pas

philosophé et qui n'est pas sorti tout-à-fait pur -de cette vie,

ne s'en flatte pas ; non, cela n'est donné qu'au philosophe.

C'est pourquoi le véritable philosophe s'abstient de toutes les

passions du corps, leur résiste, et ne se laisse pas entrainer

par elles ; et- cela, bien. qu'il. ne craigne ni la perte de sa for-

tune et la pauvreté, comme les hommes vulgaires et ceux qui

aiment l'argent, ni le déshonneur et la mauvaise réputation,

comme ceux qui aiment la gloire et les dignités.

Socrate confesse que ces preuves donnent lieu à beaucoup

de doutes et d'objections, si on vient à les examiner en détail,

et il invite Cébès et Simmias à exposer franchement leur opi-

iion.

Simijas :Nous désirerions bien t'entendre résoudre nos

doutes, mais nous craigno#s que cela ne te soit désagréable

dans ta situation.
" Eh ! mon cher Simmînias," reprit Socrate, " vous me

crovez donc bien inférieur aux cygnes, pour ce qui regarde le

pressentiment et la divination. Les cygnes, quand ils sentent

qu'ils vont mourir, chantent encore mieux ce jour-là qu'ils

n'ont jamais fait, dans leur ijoie d'aller tiouver le dieu qu'ils
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servent. Et moi, je pense que je sers Apollon aussi bien

qu'eux, que je suis consacré au même dieu, que je n'ai pas
moins reçu qu'eux de notre commun maitre l'art de la divina-

tion, et que je ne suis pas plus fâché de sortir de cette vie.

Fort bien, Socrate, repartit Simmias, je te proposerai .donc

mes doutes, etCébès te fera ensuite ses difficultés.

C'est à quoi ils s'appliquent avec tant (le succès que les au-

diteurs se sentent tout perplexes.
Socrate résume leurs objections dans les termes suivants
Simmnîias, je crois, craint que l'âme, quoique plus divine et

plus belle que le corps, ne périsse avant lui, comme l'harmo-
nie avant la lyre ; et Cébès a accordé, si je ne me trompe,
que l'âme est bien plus durable que le corps, mais qu'on ne
peut nullement savoir si, laprès qu'elle a usé plusieurs corps,
elle ne périt pas en quittant le dernier, et si ce n'est pas là une
véritable mort qui anéantit- l'âme. N'est-ce pas là ce qu'il
faut que nous examinions ?

Ils en tombèrent d'accord tous les deux.
Socrate n'a pas de peine à dissiper les doutes de Simmias en

s'appuyant sur ce qui avait d'abord été accordé. Si ap-

prendre n'est que se ressouvenir, comme vous ci convenez, et
que notre âme ait existé quelque part avant d'avoir été ren-
fermée dans le corps, elle n'est pas semblable à l'harmonie, qui
n'existe pas avant la lyre.

Si, (le plus, l'âme est une harmonie, il n'y a pas d'âmes
vicieuses, car le vice est désaccord.

Enfin, l'harmonie est un résultat nécessaire (le l'arrange-

ment les cordes 'e la lyre, mais l'âme résiste au corps et le
domine, elle n'en est donc pas le produit.

La réponse <le Socrate à Cébè, encadrée dans de longs et
beaux développements, peut se condenser ainsi : Qui fait que

le corps est vivant ? C'est l'âme. L'âme apporte donc

avec elle la vie partout où elle entre. Mais la mort est le
contraire de la vie. L'âme n'admettra donc jamais ce qui

est contraire à ce qu'elle apporte toujours avec elle, c'est-à-

dire à la vie. Elle est donc immortelle.
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Ses amis n'ayant plus rien à dlire, bien 4tue Simmias avoue
que la grandeur du sujet et le sentiment de la faiblesse naturelle
à l'homme lui laisse toujours malgré lui un peu d'incrédulité,
S'ocrate continue son discours en les exhortant à prendre soin
<le l'âme, non seulement pour ce temps que nous appelons le
temps de la vie, mais encore pour le temps qui la suit ; et

peut-être trouvera-t-on, ajoute-t-il, que le danger auquel on
s'expose en la négligeant est très grave. Car si la mort
était la cessation absolue,'de toute existence, ce serait un
grand bien pour les méchants après leur mort d'être délivrés
à la fois de l:ur corps, de leuriâme et de leurs vices, mais

puisque l'âme est immortelle, elle n'a d'autre moyen de pré-
venir les maux (lui l'attendent, et il n'y a d'autre salut pour
elle, que de devenir éclairée et vertueuse.

Et là-dessus il explique la cosmologie enfantine de son
temps, une belle fable, dit-il, qui mérite d'être écoutée. Il
montre comment la terre, de forme sphérique, est au milieu

du ciel et soutenue de tout côté uniquement par le ciel ;-
comment nous croyons habiter le haut de la terre, à peu près
comme quelqu'un qui, faisant son habitation dans les abinies

de l'Océan, s'imaginerait habiter au-dessus de la mer ; -

comment est fait le séjour des morts ; -où se rendent les

âmes après la vie, le jugement qu'elles subissent, le système

de punitions graduées qui est en même temps un système

d'expiation et de purification ; -le retour des âmes à la vie

sous des formes plus ou moins parfaites.
Ce que je viens (le vous dire suffit, Simmias, pour nous con-

vaincre qu'il faut tout faire pour acquérir de la vertu et de la

sagesse pendant cette vie; car le prix du combat est beau et

l'espérance est grande.

Soutenir que toutes ces choses sont précisément comme je
les ai décrites, ne convient 'pas à un homme le sens ; mais

(lue tout ce que je vous ai raconté des âmes et de leurs de-

meures, soit comîmelje vous l'ai dit ou d'une manière appro-

chante, s'il est certain que l'âme est immortelle, il me parait

qu'on peut l'assurer convenablement, et que la chose vaut la
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peine qu'on hasard'e d'y croire ; c'est un hasard qu'il est beau

de courir, c'est une,espérance dont il faut comme s'enchanter

soi-même : voilà pourquoi je prolonge depuis si longtemps

ce discours.
Qu'il prenne donc confiance pour son âme, celui, qui, pen-

dant sa vie, a rejeté les plaisirs et les biens du corps, comme

lui étant étrangers et portant:au imial ; et celui qui a aimé les

plaisirs de la science ; qui a orné son âme, non d'une .parure

étrangère, mais de celle qui lui- est propre, comme la tempé-

rance, .la justice, la force, la liberté, la vérité ; celui-là doit at-

tendre tranquillement l'heure de son 'départ pour l'autre

monde, comme étant prêt au voyage, quand la destinée l'ap-

pellera.

I\V.

Ne sont-ce pas là de fortes et belles paroles ? Et ne pa-

raissent-elles pas plus belles et plus fortes encore quand on.se

souvient qu'elles ont été prononcées 4oo ans avant notre ère,
dans l'étroite enceinte d'une prison, le jour même où une exé-

cution injuste, éternel opprobre de l'Aréopage, allait mettre

fin pour jamais aux doux chants du cygne athénien ?
Que toutes les raisons de Socrate en faveur de la vie future

aient la même solidité, nul certes ne le prétendra. Ils sont

peu nombreux de nos jours, en pays civilisés, ceux qui
croient à la réminiscence et à la préexistence des âmes, et par

suite aux,argunmients qu'on en tire. Il est clair aussi que les

preuves tirées de la simplicité de l'âme, 'de la distinction de

l'âme et du corps, établissent plutôt l'immatérialité .de l'âme
que l'immortalité personnelle. S'il .réfute victorieusement les
matérialistes, par cette considération surtout que l'âme est
maîtresse du corps qu'elle anime, et que par conséquent elle
n'ien est pas le produit nécessaire, il ne mon.tre pas assez
clairement qu'elle 'subsiste douée de mémoire, de sensibilité,
de volonté. Néanmoins son argumentation est le plus noble
effort de l'esprit humain dans les siècles qui ont précédé
Jésus-Christ.
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Il n'entre pas dans mon plan de .compléter les preuves de

Socrate par celles des philosophes postérieurs. Rappelons-

en seulement quelques-unes. En traitant cette question, on
invoque le consentement universel, ou témoignage unanime

de l'humanité, et cet argument, bien compris, .ne manque pas
de force.

On constate le voeu du coeur. Nous avons soif d'un bon-
heur infini dans sa durée. Cette soif ne sera-t-elle point apai-

sée ? Comment l'être infiniment bon, infiniment juste, infi-
iment sage nous aurait-il. laissé voir le vide et les imtperfec-

tions de cette vie, si nous ne devions pas en trouver une autre?
Aurait-il allumé dans nos. coeurs l'amour de l'infini et l'espé-
rance de l'immortalité, pour nous laisser, après quelques jours
d'angoisses et de misères, retomber tout entiers dans le néant ?
(Ad. Franck).- Notre âme aspire à l'infini; or, cette aspiration
n'est point satisfaite sur la terre ; notre âme doit donc trou-

ver cette satisfaction au-delà de la vie présente, dans une vie

future. (T.i. Jouffroy).
Ecoutez un poète exprimant la même idée

... .J'aime, il faut que j'espère;

Notre faible raison se trouble et se confond.
Oui, la raison se tait; mais l'instinct vous répond.
Pour moi, quand je verrais dans les célestes plaines
Les astres, s'écartant de leurs routes certaines,
Dans les champs de l'éther l'un par l'autre heurtés
Parcourir au hasard les cieux épouvantés;
Quand j'entendrais gémir et se briser la terre;
Quand je verrais son globe errant et solitaire,
Flottant loin des soleils, pleurant l'homme détruit,
Se perdre dans les champs de l'éternelle nuit;
Et quand, dernier témoin de ces scènes funèbres,
Entouré du chaos, de la mort, des ténèbres,
Seul je serais debout: seul, malgré mon effroi,
Etre infaillible et bon,. j'espérerais en toi;
Et, certain du retour de l'éternelle aurore,
Sur les mondes détruits je t'attendrais encore!

(Lamartine Premières Méditations.)
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On s'appuie .sur le caractère obligatoire du bien. Le bien
est ce qui doit être, dit M. Er. Naville. La nécessité que ce
qui doit être soit, nous garantit l'existence au-delà de la
tombe. En effet, le premier. de nos devoirs, c'est de devenir
bons, afin de pouvoir faire le bien. Or, sur la terre nous
n 'arrivons jamais à réaliser le, bien dans sa plénitude. La
conscience nous tronperait donc si tout finissait à la mort,
puisque le bien qui doit être ne,serait pas.

On fait surtout appel, avec Kant, à l'intérêt de la morale.
Il faut à la loi morale une sanction proportionnée au mérite
ou au démérite de chaque homme. Or, sur la terre, ni l'o-
pinion publique, qui s'égare souvent ; ni les lois, qui n'at-
teignent que les crimes commis contrë la société, qui frappent
quelquefois les innocents et laissent échapper .les coupables ;
ni la conscience dont on peut étouffer la voix et qui ne ré-
pare pas le mal qu'on a injustement souffert ; aucune (le ces
sanctions terrestres n'est suffisante pour satisfaire notre
instinct de justice. L'immortalité personnelle, consciente,

accompagnée de peines et de récompenses est donc un pos-

tulat nécessaire de l'obligation morale.

Voilà pourquoi un autre poète s'écrie

Oui: vous qui, de l'Olympe usurpant le tonnerre,
Des éternelles lois renversez les autels,

Lâches oppresseurs de la terre,
Tremblez, vous êtes immortt.s!

Et vous, vous, du malheur victimes passagères,
Sur qui veillent d'un Dieu les regards paternels,
Voyageurs d'un moment aux terres étrangères,

Consolez-vous, vous êtes immortels!

(Delille, L'Immortalité de l'âme.)

Toutes ces considérations forment comme un faisceau imi-
posant, fortement lié, solide. Bien les esprits, et desmeil-
leurs, s'en contentent. Mais nous'avons mieux encore.

Socrate, prisonnier à Athènes pour avoir enseigné une
morale plus pure que celle (le la mythologie païenne, me fait
penser à Saul de Tarse, prisonnier à Rome pour avoir prêché
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une doctrine plus excellente que la religion judaïque. Le
philosophe, au terme dle ses,raisonnements sur la vie future,
n'aboutit qu'à une espérance dont il faut comme s'enchanter
soi-même. L'Apôtre exprime une certitude inébranlable :
"Je suis assuré .que la mort ne me séparera pas de l'amour
de Dieu en Jésus-Christ. J'ai combattu le bon combat. ..la
couronne de justice m'est réservée ; le Seigneur, juste juge,
me la rendra. ..J'aime ,mieux déloger de ce corps pour être
avec le Seigneur.... Nous savons que si cette tente où nous
habitons sur la terre est détruite, nous avons dansle ciel un
édifice qui n'est pas fait de main dl'homnme."

D'où vient cette différence d'accent et de langage ? Saul,
que l'Eglise chrétienne appelle saint Paul, n'ignorait pas les
idées grecques. Il cite des vers d'Aratus, d'Epiménile, ce
Ménandre ; il discute sur l'Agora d'Athènes avec <les philo-

sophes épicuriens et stoïciens. On peut supposer qu'il con-
naissaitles idées de Platon ; peut-être; avait-il lu le Phédon.

Mais il ne tente pas de prouver par la raison la vie future.
Quand les Corinthiens émettent des doutes ou des négations

à cet égard, il en appelle à un fait : la résurrection de Jésus-

Christ. Et ce.fait, il l'établit par le témoignage des Apôtres,
par celui <le plus de cinq cents personnes dont plusieurs vi-
vaient encore, et enfin par son propre témoignage : . Jésus,
<lit-il, m'est apparu et m'a parlé sur le chemiir de Damas. De
sorte que son argumentation en est bien simplifiée : si Jésus-
Christ est ressuscité, les morts ressusciteront aussi.-Et il
voit-second fait-un autre gage de la résurrection les cro-
yants dans la vie spirituelle que le Sauveur communique par
son esprit <lès ici-bas et <lui s'épanouira en- vie éternelle.

Les chrétiens d'aujourl'hui,-sans repousser les preuves
philosophiques,-trouve it encore, comme saint Paul, dans le
double fait de la résurrection de Jésus-Christ et de leur résur-
rection spirituelle avec Jésus-Christ, la plus ferme base de leur
foi dans l'immortalité personnelle.

Le philosophe Platon m'a conduit à l'apôtre Paul, la sa-
gesse païenne à la science chrétienne, le dialogue moral à
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l'épître religieuse, la spéculation rationnelle à la révélation
divine. C'est la croissance de l'aurore à la pleine clarté du
soleil à son zénith.

NOTES DE LA REDACTION.

Nos corridors ont répercuté le refrain : "Tu t'en vas et tu
nous quittes ! " La séparation distille son ennui. La cloche
ne tinte plus ; les salles de classe sont solitaires : un morne
silence plane sur le collège.

Ouinze d'entre nous avons achevé les premières études. A
cette étape de la vie, il est presque impossible de ne pas s'exa-
miner. " Si notre individualité se modifie successivement par
tout ce que nous éprouvons, si nos pensées sont une partie de
nous-mêmes, si pour chacun de nous sentir d'une manière
c'est être d'une manière," jusqu'à un certain point, nous ne
sommes plus les mêmes. Notre foi n'a pas changé mais,
comme celle d'un chrétien bien connu dans l'Eglise, elle s'est
déplacée.

En quittant cette belle ville de Montréal où les étrangers de
toutes les nuances se sentent chez-soi, nous emportons plus
d'un regret. Nous remercions les familles hospitalières qui
ont bien voulu nous inviter à leur fcvers, et nous implorons la
bénédiction du Père, du Fils et du Saint-Esprit sur les maitres

savants et pieux quilnous ont communiqué, nous l'espérons,

chacun une parcelle de leur individualité.

A quel dégré notre vie, objet de tant de calculs, sera-t-elle à
l'humanité ? Nous l'ignorons, mais notre devoir n'a rien de

douteux ; puis la victoire n'est ni indécise ni incertaine, car

elle appartient tout entière au Dieu des armées, qui emploie la
perversité des uns et la vertu des autres à l'accomplissement de

ses desseins.
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Avis aux rimeurs ! -Un des gradués de l'année crayonne
des vers à ses heures, non pour le public, mais par délassement.
Dernièrement le vent e îporta une de ses productions, qui se
trouvait être signée en elle et due forme. La pièce tomba
entre les mains d'un inconnu qui la renvoya à l'auteur en l'ac-
compagnant de la critique fort peu grammaticale que voici

Dans le second vers il y manque une syllable, tous les
noms terminés en ier comptent pour une seule syllable. Ceux

qui font des vers devraient savoir les règles avant."

La critique doit se sentir à l'aise dans une tête si vice.
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