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A PLEA FOR JAPAN.
(FrOM THE MISSIONARY OUTLOUK.)

WE want God's glorious gospel
- Fur tho islands of the seas,
To give the chiliren gladness,
And the women libenty.
For our Learts are sad and weary
With the women's bitter wail,
And we caunnt chunse Lut weep
To Liear the children's artless tale.

TRAVELLING IN JAPAN.  animal’sneck,while the owner, walking
{EACIIAM.? ten or twenty feet in front, leads him

DY THE REY. DR MEACHAM. Iby a leather thong. These are very
%AVING secured our passport, s'ow ways of travelling. The jinriki-

Of His love that pever dies.
Shall we feld cur hands, and ealmly
It some other take our crown,
Knowing he who winneth souls is wiss
Above all earth’s renown.

ﬂ“*""W”‘”"“f‘““W"W‘»"b“ '
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Of the Saviotr's grace and mercy, }
}
f

let us settle how we shall ska is “a two-wheeled, overgrown
travel into the interior of the baby-carrisge,” drawn by a coolie.
country. Most of the people Two coolies running tandem will whirl
walk, grtting over the ground at the,a single passenger from Kanagaira to
rate of 20 or 30 miles per day, their Odowars, adistance of thirty-five miles,
baggage tied up in a cloth and slung  in seven and a half hours. When we
on their back; sometimes a quiet beifer come to mountain jasses we most
‘i3 used to carry the wayfarer a stsge either walk or usze the Zayo (pronounced

They are slark with superstition,
Frtterad with its cruel chain,
And we loug for oar Messiah
O'er their ransomed souls to reign
To save them fath's clear vision
T see their dear friends rise,
And spurning earth's duminion,
eack their mansion in the skies.
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The deep, deep degradation
01 thisse wko knew not God,

;

4
~
#
»
~

-

&)

Ru'sd by the Prinre of Datkuess,
With his sceptre and his pnd |
With the wicked's tender men ics,

Which are “ruelties unlecld,
O hasten, Lont and Fathes,
These poor lamba iuto Thy fold

They are dwelling, lord, socared for,
Ia the far-off Asian sesx,
Toe woraen and the rhiliren
Of the cultnzel Jarancese.
Tho' learnad 11 art and xieace,
Deft of hand, aud clezr of brain,
Runwing not their great Creator,
Other knowledge all ix vain.

Tbnf are perishing in sadnass,

While God's message with us lies, »¥
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TRAVELLING IN JATrax.

S2. Johny, N'Td.

*Tis forbidden lips to utter.
“Tis forbudden pes to wnite,
Al the homror and the darkness
Of those children of the night.
And we eall upon vou, women—
Muthers, dazghters sisters, wites—
Help* Help! on toike rescuo!
TEcre is fuore at stake than hives,

A little self-denial,
A little saved-up gold,
From a trinket or a trifie,
Would, from all, bo wealth ustold.
Thea, women, bring your offerizg,
Come, children, bring your mite,
And east into this treasury,
Well-pleasing in God’s sight.

l or two upon his way.

—~Ixcbdlc.

A pack-horse
is ofter employed, goods stowed away
upon his back and along his sides,
while the rider perches on the top
with his feet circled under him or
resting in two loops of rops on the

*Dr. MzacHax is & zealous and stecessfal
missiorary of our Church to Japas, now
returned on & short furlough to Candz. He
contributes to tho November and December
numbers of the Canadian Mcthodist Megazine
two exceedingly interesting articles on Lifsin
Japap, illesimted with a large number of
engravingr. Theso articles ahould be widely
read by the friends of our Japansse Missions,

kang-o), which i5 s round flat basket
'of split bamboo sbout two feet in
, diameter and two or three inches in
depth, slung by bamboo supports under
a stout polo eight or ten feet long, and
provided overhead with a little flat
roof of bamboo to keep off the sun.
Two men carry it on their shoulders.
In the unused hand they hold = stort
bamboo cane exactly tho height of
their ghoulder, and every little while
they stop, put the cane under tho pole,
and ehift to the other shoulder. The
bottom znd back of the basket are
lined with a thick wadded quilt.
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PLEASANT HOURS.

These kagos are made for the Japanese,
a people smaller than ourselves.  So
the problem is—Given a space in overy
dimension too small, how to dispose
oneself 80 an to be least uncomfortalle,
It is & problem which each one must
golve for himeelf. A very diminutive
tailor could throw himself into the
posture custom has mado toleruble.
An  excessively small-sized dovotee
accustomed to kneel before his god
several timea per day, wonld find room
enough for prolonged devotion in this
travelling oratory. A young appren-
tico to the saddle business, nnd now
accustomed to tho wooden lorse,
might get astraddle of the basket, if he
will be careful not to interfere with
the frec movement of the coolie in
front. Or one may strotch oneself on
ond’s back, with the head well up
towards the top, while the feet ate
above on the front support. But
whatsoever posture is taken is sure to
bo changed for another, and that for
still another, till at last, worn out, the
traveller gets out to rest himself by a
short walk. The Jasha has been
lately introduced on some of the leading
ronds. It is a four-wheeled vchicle,
drawn by horses, with two narrow
seats running lengthwise of the
carriage. The springs are poor, and
travelling over rough roads, like medi-
cine, you are sure “to be well shaken
before taken " to your destination.

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF
JAPAN,

IV REV. ORRAMEL Y. GULICK.

HE manners and customs of
social life are in a large
degree derived from the
Chinese, though in some

tespects while not equalling their
teachers, in others they clearly excel
them. In true courtesy of mauner
among all ranks of lifs, no people in
the world equal the Japancse. The
most common burde~-bearer in the
atreets, on helping himself to a drink
of water at the shop-door, renders his
thanks to the benevolent shop-keeper
with & grace and dignity unrivalled by
the prince.

Boatmen, steering their crafts pass
each other in a narrow passage, instead
of jeeripg and cursing, xs too common
in many iands, usually exchange com-
plimentary and friendly grectings.
Children at play seldom, very seldom,
8o forget tho usuges of good scciety as
to treat each other with violent and
angry ronghness.  Exhibitions of brutal
violence between man and man, such
as are ofen seen in the most cities of
the world, are seldom witnessed in
Japan. A degree of self-restraint and
an outward deference to some of the
proprictics of life, is every characteris-
tic of the Japauese of every grade of
society.

One very pleasing custom that im-
presses the foreigner most favourably,
i3 that of always expressing thanks
for the smallest favour, and that of
remembering and zgain thanking the
benefactor for any favour on the next
succeeding occasion of meeting. How-
ever small or trivizl the attention,
whether it were shown towards the
head of the bouschold, or to the
youngest member of the family, upon
the next occasion of meeting thanks
for the favour will be expressed. We
held a Sabbath-school pic-nic, enter-
taining for an afternoon a large number
of Sabbath-school children on our

[ W

premises, and in our house with games,
rofreshmonts and magic lantern show.
Tho next day meeting ono and another
of tho prrents, none failed to express
their thanks for the kindness shown
their children. This excellent feature
of native manners we may hope will
not give place to the brusque and
thoughtless manner of our coarser
style,

On receiving a caller at tho door,
tho host bids him enter. The sandals
or wooden clogs are left in the entry,
and the guest in stocking-feet or bare-
footed, steps from his clogs on to the
clean and cushioned mats. The host
leading the way guides the caller to
the inner parlour, where each at once
sits down on the mats, resting on heel
and bended knee. Then commences
the formal salutations. Each with
open palm on the mat before him bows
low to the other, each touching his
forchead to the mat three, four, or five
times, according to the profundity of
respect and the degree of formality
needed or desired to be manifested.
With each momentary uprising of the
head from the floor, the guest and his
nost cjaculate some brief compliment,
as: * I hope you are well;” “1 hope
your family are well,” “Am sorry
that I have not called earlier to express
my regards,” etc. These formalities
over, then follow the brazier of couls
for warming the hands, tobacco, tea
and sweetmeats, and finally the wine
bottle, though with the larger part of
the Christian Japanese this last has
been discontinued. Among some cf
the Christian people band-shaking is
in a measure taking the place of the
profound bows, and doubtless the
whole tendency of irtercourse with
foreigners is to relax the careful atten-
tion to formalities and compliments
once thought indispensable.

Mrs. J. H. Arthur writcer as follows:
—When a woman reachea her house,
sho takes off her sandals, pushes aside
the sliding doors of paper, and enters
in her stocking-feet. ‘The rcoms are
softly matted, but contain no furniture.
The honses are built of woad, and
among the poorer classes have but
two or three rooms. In the kitchen is
a large stone hox with ashes and
burning coals in it. This is called the
hibach, and over it the rice ig coaked.
There is no chimney in the kitchen,
but the smske goes out, either through
an opening in theroof, or imperceptibly
threugh the broad open doore. After
the rica is cooked, it is put into a small,
unpainted wooden tub. At dinnmer
time tho mother brings out a little
table, two feet sgnare and one foot
high, with dishes and food upon it.
The family sit upon the mats, the tub
of rice in the centre, and cach one dips
out into a bowl, from this central dish,
rice suflicient for himself. They often
pour tca over the rice, and always eat
it with chop sticks  Fish, awcet
potatoes, and a pickle made from a
vegetable called daikon, are sometimes
served with the dinner. Japanese
houses often have but one slecping
room, which i3 occupied by the entire
family. When guests come they share
it with them. The beds consist of
heavy comforters. They are spread
out on the mats at night, and put
away in the closcts during the day.
Each person lays his head, in slecping,
on a little wooden pillow, constructed
with a hollow place in which the heed
may rest. In some room in the house
is » closet containing a shelf for the
gods; and upon this ahelf stand all the

household idols, which have come down
as heirlooms of the family from gener-
ation to generation. Ono of the best
tests of the sincerity of the Christian
converts is their willingness to put away
theso idols ; for it proclaims at once to
their friends and the priests that they
have renounced the religion of their
fathers,

MISSIONARY HARVEST SONG.
HY LILIAN 1AVsuM.

WARKE! the morning cometh !
The East 1s all aglow !

Gu, join the busy reapers,

Ax forth to the fields they go.
Wake ! for the Lord of the harvest

Hath need of thee to-day,
The fields gleam white in the dawuing light ;

Awake ! aud haste away !

Awake ! the day is breaking,
Revealing woudrons things -

God's glorious sun is rising
** With healing 1 his wings.”

Wake ! for the Lord of the harvest
tath need of thee to-day ;

No longer sleep :—it is tithe to reap '
Awats! and haste away !

In distaut sea girt islands,
In maay a supny <lime,

Where sced was sown with weeping,
*T1s now the harvest time, .

Wake ! for the Lord of the harvest
Hath need of thee to-day,

He aalls again, and the waving giain
Sull beckons thee away.

Artt thou not strong for reaping?
Yet haply thou shalt find,

While sheaves are bound by others,
Some gleanings left behind.

Wake?! tor the Lord of the harvest
Hath need of thee to.day,

Act weil thy part with » willng heart ;
His strcngtsx shall be thy stay.

And you who cannot labour,—
The Lord hath need of you.

Pray for the earnest reapers,
“I'tie toilers faint aud few;

Pray ye the Lord of the harvest
That labourers He will send,

Towark with their mnight in the ficldsso white,
Till harvest time shall end.

Rejoice! a day is cotning
When God’s own Word shall be
Kuown far through all the natious
As tho waters fill the sea.
Pray ye the Lord of the harvest
To speed the zlonions day,
And ight from God shall attend His Word,
Forevermore, alway.

HOW THEY WORSHIP BGDDHA IN
JAPAN.

2") UDDHISM is one of the great
2 religions of Japan, xnd there
aro thousands of people who

give a great part of their tims
every year to religious festivals and
ceremoonies, A missionary writes as
follows of what he saw on a journey :
On the way ho passed through
Zenkoji. There is a-very fine temple
at this place, with a far-famed image
of Buddha. Pilgrims come from hun-
dreds of miles away to vixit this famous
shrine.  Old people, especially women,
store up z little money, and then, set.
ting their house in order, they start on
a pilgrimage to this and other famous
shrines, as a kind of preparation for
death. When the missionary went
into the temple at Zznkaji, he found
both the temple and the approach to
it crowded with worshippers, although
it was late in the day. Several had
brought bedding, and evidently meant
to spend the night there. These men
and women were inside the railing,
nearer the altar and the principal
shrine than the rest. Probably thoy
had to pay = trifle extra for this
privilege. They stay there night and

o r

| looking image, not of their god, but of

amide Butsit ;" which seems to mean
“Suve, eternal Buddha” ‘The side-
shrines and images were much the
samo as in all Buddhist temples. The
principal ido), as is often the case,
could not be seen, but was shut up
mysteriously in the innermost central
shrine, which is only opened on rare
occusions,

Thero was one thing at this templo
at Zenkoji different from other places.
A priest asked the missionary if he
would go down into s kind of vault
under the temple. Ho went a fow
steps ; but as it was quite dark below,
without s light of any kind, he nsked
the priest if there was anything to be
seen.  “No,"” ho said, * there’s nothing
to be seen.”” So they turned back;
but they could hear people moving
about in the dark, intoning, “ Namu,
amide Butsii”  ‘Chis vault was oxactly
under the principal idol. The wor.
shippers think it a special privilege to
seck for the help of their god when he
is inmediately overhesad.

There are a great many religious
festivals in Japan called Matsuri. The
great attraction in them is a long pro-
cession, sometimes four or five miles
in length. The people wear their
bright holiday clothes ; and, with their
gay banners, and music, they make
quite a brilliant sight. In the midst
of the procession is usually a horrible

the devil, whom they pretend they
have captured. They arw supposzd to
be very joyful that he has been caught,
and they show his head in triumph.

Our contnbutions in America help
to send the Gospel to Japan to save
the people from 1dolatry.— Missionary
Kchoes.

FASHION IN JAPAN.
BY SONO HARA, A JAPANESE GIRL.

MUST tell you a little about our
Japanese customs. I sup

53 You have seen how the Jap-

anege have their bhair fixed.
When we fix our hair wo use five
kinds of combs, and put three kinds of |
oil, and tie with tiny strings made up |
of paper; but it's very strong ; some-
times it lasts about a week. Wo do
not fix our hair every day, but once in
three or four days. We do not wash
our hair very often, but about once in
2 month. We have many ways of
fixing hair. There are differences be-
tween married women, young ladies
and girls. When it is done it looks
beautiful. I think I have told you
enough about fixing hair; so now I
will tell you how we have our meals.
We do not have tables like the for-
eigners, but a little stand separately,
and we all sit down on the mats and
eat with chopsticks. 'We do not bave
big plates, but z little cup to put the
rice i, and then a little saucer to put
food in. Ik our achool we eat in lor-
cign way; so when I go home it's
very awkward. OQur custom is that
when any visitor comes we offer a cup
of tea for politences’ sake. If we do
net it is very impolite. When you
come to Japan I will be sure and give
you a cup of tex. Wae sro not allowed
to go into the house with our shoes st
all, for our shoes are very different
trom what you have. They are mado
of wood, and about two inches and &
balf high These we commonly weer
in fine weather. Weo have different
ones for tho rainy day, and they are
very high. I have many things to

day, forever mumbling their * Namu,

write abott our customs.
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THE LUTTLE MESSENGER OF LOVE
n WAS a hittie sermon preachid to me
(‘\
By a sweol unevnsavus child—
A baby girl seares four years old,
Witix blue eyes soft and mild.
It happened en a rany day ;
1, seated w1 a car,
Was thinking, as I neared my home,
Of the continual jar
And discord that pervade the air
Of busy citv lite,
Each caring but for *“ number one,”
Sell-gaiu provoking stnfe.
The gloom weather sevmed to cast
On every "aco a shade,
But on uno countenance were lines
By sorrow deeply laid.
With low-bowed head aud hiands clasped close
she sat, so poor and old,
Nor seemed to heed the scornful glance
g From eyes unkind and cold.
3] 1 looked agamn, O, sweet indoed,
- The sight that met my eyes!
Sittng apon her mother’s lap,
With baby face so wise,
Was a wee child with sunny curls,
Blue eyes and dunpled chun,
Aud a young, pure and loving heart,
Unstained as yet by sin,
Upon the woman poor aud sad
Her eyes in wonder fell,
Till wonder chaugel to pitying love,
Her thoughts, U, who could teil ¥
Her tiny hands four roves held ;
She looked them o'er aud o'er,
Then choosiug out the largest one
She struggled to the floor.
Across the swaying car she went
Straight to the wumau 3 stde,
Ard putting in the wnukled Land
The rase, she ran to hrde
Her Iittle face in mother’s lap,
Feanng she kad dune wrong,
Not kuowing, baly as she was,
That she had helped along
The up-lnll road of life a seul
Cast dowp, discourazed unite,
3] As un the wornan s tace thure broke
] A fload of_luyuus }lg!‘t.
Dear little child ¢ shis was judeel
A messenger of luve,
Seut to that woman's louely heart
From tho Great Heart shove.
Tiis world would be a ditferent plave,
Weze each to give to thase
Whose Learts are sad, as much of love
As went with Laby’s rose.
~Hasper's Youny Pevple,
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OUR MISSION IN JAPAN.
BY REV. GEO., CO Y1RAN, D.D.

Y :I\’“ Wesleyan Mothodist
3 Church in Canada having for
7% soue time contemplated tho
opening of a foreign mission,
in the winter of 18723 solicited a
special subscription of ten thousand
dollars for this purpose, as & test of
good will, & means of equipment, and a
gearantes of future support.  The
wesponse of the people was generous,
more than the sum asked for was
contributed, and the society procceded
at once to begin the mission. The
field chosen was Japan, a ficld in itselt
1| of surpassing interest and beauty; an
'} iland empire with thirty-five millions
Edl of 2 population, goverened by a
bereditary monsichy that has ruled in
unbroken succession through 2 period
of five and twenty centuries, possessing
{ a civilization and culture altcgether
wonderful and in some respects uniyue
in the anaals of the world. Two
{ missicnaries were appointed as the first
contingent, and on the 30th of Juae,
1 1573, they arrived with their families
in Yokohame, and in a few days were
! settled in their own “ hired house ™ on
- tho Bluff and began at once the study
H of the language.
$i In October, 1874, I made my first
4] Journey into the interior, going as far
‘# aa tho city of Shidzuoks, nearly =
] hundred miics eouth-west of Yokobama
4 on the sea coast. Shortly after my
o return I received an invitation to take

.
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preach the Gospel. Unable to accept
the invitation, T handed it over to my
colleague, the Rev. Davideon McDonrld,
AM.D, who in the following April
entered this open door, and laboured
with zeal and succeds during a pericd
of four years, baptizing over a hundrea
converts, and laying the foundations
of the first native Protestant church in
Japan outside of treaty limits,

On better acquaintance with the
country it was tesolved to make the
capital of Yokohaina the head of the
mission, and accordingly I removed
to Tokio in 1874 I preached the
Gospel in my own house, and many
received the Word with gladness and
were baptized, some of whom “sleep
in Jesus,” und some ‘counted faith-
ful” bave been put into the minis.
try. This part of the city proved
unhealthy, and therefore not suitable
for permanent residence. My wife was
stiicken down with aflliction which
resisted all available treatment, and
after two years of painful prostration
her return to Canada becamé necessary
to the preservation of her life.

In September, 1876, we were checred
by the coming of Rev J. L. Meacham,
D.D,, and C. S. Evy, B.A., with their
families, to join the mission, Dr.
Meacham went to Numadzu, a large
town on the sca coagt, within thirty-six
miles of Shidzuoka, and took charge of
an acedemy on & term of agreement for
two ycars.  Here by the aid of inter-
preters, ho was able without delay to
preach the Gospel to largo and deeply
intercsted congregations. The way of
the Lerd bas been alresdy somewhat
prepared ; many had heard a little and
greatly desired to hear fully, and now
that the Gospel bad come to their own
town they received the Word with
readiness of mind, and the heart of the
missionary was confronted amid the
loneliness and isolation of sudden
transfer from the front rank of pastoral
life at home to the very depths of dark
idolatry in a strange land. .And
though Lo found it necessary to witk-
draw before the expiration of his
contract, on account of burning of the
academy, you the plantlug of 2 chureh,
which after sifting and trial still
continues to flourish, is counted fuil
compensation for the toil and eclf-
denial of the missionary. Dr. Meacham
was greatly needed in Tokio, where
ke devoted the next five years to the
training of the native ministry and
the preacking of the Word—a grand
and blessed work which bas borne
abundant fruit. He is now amongst
us on furlough for the benefit of his
kealth, and though fairly eatitled
to rest, he is actively emploved in
telling tho story of our mission in
Japan to interested thousands through.
out these proviaces. 1t is to be hoped
that with improved health he may in
due time be restored to the mission.

Mr. Eby remained with me until
Apil, 1877, when he took a situation
a8 teacher, in the city of Kofu, some
cight miles west of Tokio, delightfully
situated on the northern limit of &
lurge and fertilo plain, completely shut
in by & mwountain wall, beyond and
above which Fuji lifts his solitary and
imperial head.  In thbis place a wide
field *“ white already to harvest” in-
vited tho reaper. In addition to his
school work, Mr. Eby itinerated in
the towns and villages round about,
and planted churches which now, under
tho fostering-care of nslive pastors,
give promisa of a bright and prospercus

future. Alter two years' residenco in

tho interior Mr. Eby returned to
Tokio. Last winter ho delivered a
series of lectures in Japaneso and
English, in s large hall in Tokio, on
subjects connected with Scienco and
Religion, which made a profound
impression on the educated native
mindg.  These leotures are now pub-
lished in both languages, and will have,
we trust, a wide circulation and a long
caroer of service in the cause of Chris.
tian truth.

In 1882, the Women's Missionary
Society of the Mathodist Church of
Canada completed the circle of our
agency in Japan by sending out Miss
Curtmell, who has entered upon her
work with intelligence and zeal, and
already reports encouraging success.

This is the golden opportunity for
Christian work in Japan, an oppor
tunity for which angels might well be
ready to exchange their thrones of
light. The ploughshare of recent
revolution has freshly turned up the
soil ; into the furrows a noble band of
Christian workers are casting the
imperishable seed ; the ecarly and the
later rain of spiritual blessing water it
from on high; the patient sun of
righteousness warms and cheers it to
its ripening, and ‘“he that goeth
forth snd weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come agan rcjoi-
cing, bringing his sheaves with hi.”
I saw the nstive church of eleven
members, the first fruits of Protestant
missions in Jupan, in 1873. In 1883
the company of believers were six
thousand five hundred. .Asmany wero
brought to God last year, as were
converted during the preceding twenty-
five years.¥

S

CHILDREN IN JAPAN.

¥ HE character of Japanese
bouses gaves much trouble
about children. There are
no stairs for them to tumbie
down, no furniture for them to fall
over, no sticky focd with which to
bedaub themselves. So there is sel-
dom need to reprove them. They are
rarely heard to cry, but when they do
break forth, they make a tremendous
racket, yelling with great fierceness.
In his travels through the country
Prof. Morse only once gaw boys fight-
ing, and then they were only alapping
cach other.
Tho dress of the Japanese children
is the same as that of an adult. The
sleeves are open on the inper edge,
with a pocket on the outer side. The
dress is very simple, easy and free,
with tucks to be let down as the child
grows, so that, ag the fashions never
change, and the dress is made of strong
silk brocade, or silk and cotton, it will
last from ten to twenty years.

The children’s shoes are made of
blocks of weod, gsecured with cord.
The stocking resembles 2 mitten, hav-
ing a separate place for the great toe.
As these shoes are lifted only by the
toes, the hecls make a rettling sound
as their owners walk, which is quite
stunning in a crowd. They are not
worn in the house, as they would injure
the soft straw mats with which the
floors are covered.

The Japauese shoes giveg perfect
frecdom to the foot. The beauty of
the human foot is only seen in the
Japanese. They have no corns, no

*Two additional recruits, the Rev. Mr.
Whittiugton and Miss Cartinel have sinco

been sent 2o Japau~Emn.

ingrowing nails, no distorted jointa.
Our toes aro cramped until they are
deformed, and are in danger of extinc-
tion. The Jupancse have tho full use
of their toes, und to them they are
almost like fingers. Nearly every
mechanic makes use of his toes in
holding his work. Every toeis fully
doveloped.  Their shoes cost two cents,
and will last six months.

The babjes are taken care of on the
biacks of older children, to which they
aro fustened by loose hands.  You will
seo u dozen little girls with babies
asleep on their backs, engaged in play-
ing battledore, the babies’ heads bob-
bing up and down. Thiris better than
howling in a cradle. The haby sces
everything, goes everywhere, gots
plenty of pure air, and the sister who
carries it gets her shoulders braced
back, and doubtless some lessons in
yaticuce. It is funny to see the little
ots, when they begin to ran along,
carrying their dolls on their back.
Where we have one toy the Jap-
aneso have a thousand. Everything
in art and nature is imitated in minia-
ture. Toys can be bought for half a
cent, and elegant ones for eight or ten
cents.

There ave stands on the streot kept
by old women where little girls can
buy s spooniul of batter and bake
their own toy cakes, Then comes
slong a man with = long bucketful of
soapsuds, of which he sells a cupful for
the hundredth part of a cent (they
have coins as small as that) to children
who blow soap bubbles through bamboo
recds, The babies muke mud pies and
play at keeping houto just as ours do.

They are taught always to be polite
and say * Thank you!" If you give
a child a peony he will not enly thank
you at the time, but whenever he
meets you again.

CONVERSION OF A PILGRIM
IN JAPAN.

HIS afternoon three of tho girls
g went to pray with one of the
sewing teachers. Before they
lett, she too was praising God. Re-
turning home, they met an old woman,
a pilgrim, who asked them the way.
They gave her the desired info:mation,
and then, improving the opportunity,
began to talk with her, and found she
was from Osrka. They learned some-
thing of her history; that having
buried a child a few jears ago, sheand
her husband were now walkiog over
the land in bope of becoming pure and
holy, so that they might meet this
child agaln. Counting her beads, the
poor old creature was loud in the
praises of her pagan religion.
The girls begged her to go back
with them to the school, and one of
them instructed her in the more
excellent way. A number of the girls
then gathered in the room to pray.
While they wero yet speaking the
answer came, for this wretched famish-
ing heart drank in tho truth, and
sceing her past mistakes, she threw
away her beads and a canvas
received from the priest. Upon this
bag was written in Chicese characters
the number of holy shrines to be visited
befere purification could be accom-
plished, and which she valued above
all her ions. She thusseparated
berself from her idolatry; removing
every obstacle, she opened her heart to
the Lord Jesus, and he cawe, filling
her with joy and pesca.—23fiss Spencer.
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PLEASBANT HOURS.

PLAY YOU DO NOT MIND IT.

s
C2 OME youthful housekeepers on day
RS2 \Were getting supper in a wuy

fhat way delightful, really ;

The grass a velvet carpet mado

Beneath the glowing maple’s shade

No room su charmiug nearly.

Then Flos<y bronght a napkin red 3

“CTwill make a jovay cloth,” she said.,
But whon shie came to try at,

Als- twas ot quite sarge envigh

T Lude the tathe <ghtly rough,
Twas useless to deny it

The rueful looks of blank dismay

Began to chase the smiles away,
So meagre did they find it

"Iu1E outspohe sunny aittie Nell.

SV ] Teave it se, tis Jast as well,
And play we Jo net mind it.”

The jovous smiles returned once more,
Too soan the damnty feast was o'er
And shadons githered thekly ;
A aiar shotie silvery i the west,
Wirnag cach werry little guest
T seck the homefold yuickly.

The lesson is as plain as day ;
A clond may nise above your way
The sunshine is behind it
When things go wrong and others frown,
Jaat put all ramn repunng Jown
Aund play you do not mind it.
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OUGR JAPAN MISSION.

E devote this number of
® Preasaxt Houns largely
to our mission work in
Japan. Tt isthe first and
oply foreign mission of our Church.
1t 15 the only point at which wo touch
the great map of heathenism in the
world. Even in the British Empire
only one man in seven is even nom-
inally Christian. We need to multiply
not to diminish our foreign misaions.
The blessing of God on our Japanese
Mission is strong encoursgement to go
en in this good work. It is one of the
most successful ever planted. If only
the cent s day for which Dr. Sather-
land asks be forthcoming, there will
be plenty of money to carry the Gospel
to the heathen, and we hope that some
readers of Preasast Hours will
vecome mimsionaries of the cross to
. thoee dark lsnda,

A Jaraxesx DocToxn. .

SOUL HARVESTING IN JAPAN. he could not get the ferryman up to
HE news from Japan continues take him acrose t}x.e river, he was
to be of great intercst. The constrained to wait till morning.
work extends, characterizzd | A littlo beyond lives a young sake
by deep spiritual experiencos brewer, of considerable wealth. Ho
and rich anuwgmp to prayer. Dr., has been an earnest Bible student for
Gordon, of Kioto, under date of May

§, writes:

«In the April number of the Herald
is & brief account of a visit I made to
Tamba, about the beginning of the
year. Some of our young men have
been over there recently, and the work

by the same blessing. He will prob-
" ably give up his business ; indeed, it is i
pow a matter of family consultation.
He bas put a younger brother in the
home of Pastor Koki, of Osaka, and
be himself is now studying theology of
continues. The Goma Christians are the Bible in our vernacular theological
still more joyous in their faith. ,class. Heisone of themen I had in !
«But the greatest change has been miad in my letter in t‘he Herald when
in Funaida and vacinity. lere were T spoke of men being ‘loth to take up
several achool-teacherswho haveseemed the cross when that means c’htnge of
interested in the external results of buzmeu, with pecuniary loss. .
Christianity rather than in Christ asa . Lo believers in Goma, Funaida,
personsl Saviour. Indeed, their per- and Kameoka held a praise meeling a |
sonal intercst has spparently been week or two since. In the latter place:
waning. The words of the experienced thero are eight or ten church members
Japanese Ohristian teacher, a8 well as (of the Third church, Kioto), who have:
those of the foreign missior;u—y, halteq becn the means of converting more
on their heart's threshold. But, when thad thirty, in the two former places,
one or two of our most experisnced WhO Wist baptism. Their hope now
men went over with their fresh baptism 18 that a church, embracing the be-
from above, the doors were thrown lovers in the three places, may be:
open and & now joy and peaco took o-ganized at an early day. But where
ion of them, One ot them, the « will they find a pastort If our class:
principal teacher, & man of years and of twelv_e, to graduste next month,:
considerabla reputation in the commu. ¥ere twice as large, there would be,
nity, was greatly moved. The mext. places for them all without taking up,
day, when the young men had gone to #0Y new work.
another village to see another tescher
who was filled with doubts and atheis- and eag
?o‘l:l‘:wedl th::?m’Et:::ﬁ;?e:h;c:};ﬁ* too, are filled with cnthusiasm for
where they were, he ssid his joy was | WOrK and with hope snd expectations
80 great that he could not stay at home, , Of reatand nearsuccess. —Missionary
and told the doubter that he would not | & erald
return till he, too, had received s
blessing. S> the day sud a good part  Oxk cent a day for missions from
of the night were spent in argument, - each member of our United Methodist ;
exhortation and prayer; and the young Church, wculd enable the Society—1.;
aceptic is now a rejoicing believer. To reach every new settlement in the
“A teacher in auother village went | Dominion; 2. To quadruple the
home from the meeting of the firat ;number of misslonaries among the;
night under deep conviction of sin and ; French in Quebec; 3. To double the|
his need of & Saviour; spent the night | force among the Indian tribes; 4. To
in prayer, till about 3 a.m., when, 8 he | employ 25 foreign and 100 native
believes, the answer of blessing came. | missionaries in Japan; and leave a
He started at once for Funaida to tell | surplus nearly as large as our present
the news of his new-found joy, but, as ' income, wherewith to enter new doors!

A JAPANESE DOCTOR,

APANESE physicians generally

d‘ follow the Chinese practice.
)} They rely in serious complaints
upon the spplication of severe

some time, and has now been touched external yomedies, ;,;i\.ring internally
the powder of tigers'liver and rhino-

ceros-horn !

In Chioa, Miss B'rd heard a great
from native physicians of the

virtue of these strange remedies ;

while at Malacca she witnessed a
curious scene after the death of a tiger.
A number of the neighbouring Chinese
flew upon the body, cut out the liver,
!eyes and spleen, and carefully drained
"every drop of the blood, fighting with
Jeach other for the possession of things
The centre of & tiger's
eyeball is supposed to possess nearly
miraculous virtues. The blood, dried
at & temparature of 110° is the strong-
est of all tonics, and gives strength
and courage; aud the powdered liver
and spleen are good for many diseases.
The governor of the province cléimed
: the liver, but the other parts were all
sold at a high price to the Chinese

80 precious.

doctors. A little later she saw

noceros-horns sold at a high rate for
the Chinese drug-market—a single
horn fetching fifty dollars.—Outlook.

A 1Ay member of the Church Con-

“ Qur work is everywhere encourag- | greas recently held in this city, pays 2
ing. Thero never were so many ready | high compliment to Methodist Surday-
er to hear. Ounr Christians,{school methods. He said he bad gone
into a store to buy a magazine to show

to the Congress. Hero it was.

held it up.) It was a magazine pub-
lished under Methodist auspices. They
kopt a Doctor of Divinity specially for
this work, and the magarine contained

many peges of instruction upon

leasons to be taught, and (according to
a good Methodist principle) enough
sdvertisements to pay for the paper.
The Church of England bad two
religious papers, one having no Sunday-
school column, and the other s column,

but no instruction in the lesson.

BE & lamp in the chamber if
cannot be a star ia the sky.

and

rhi-

(Be

the

you

P

-

mCEFEIFLEEaIRE



ok - . o A — — oo —rim—— i, b i o

PLEASANT HOURS.

181

NO TIIE Fuk HALING.

=2
42 Our human hearts unmating !
et us be Inends again ! Tias Iife
1s 21l too short for hating !
So dull the day, so dim the way,
So rough the road we're faring—
Far better weal with fasthful friend
Thaa stalk aloue uncaring !

The barren fig. the withered vine,
Aro typres of selfish hving ¢

Bat sculs that give, hike thwee and mine,
Kenew thar ute by giving.

While f{presa waves o ¢T carly gmves,
On ali the way we're going,

Far better plant, where seed is smant,
Than tread on frnt that's growing.

TR

fr'eis oy TEs teed 0o h G

o o s Aot st

Away with scorn ! Stuce die we must
And rest on one low pillow ;

There are no rivals 1 the dust—
No foes bencath the willow.

So dry the bowers, 80 few the flowers,
Our carthly way discloses,

Far better stoop where datsies droop
Than tramp o'er broken roses !

b ag i oo A

Of what are all the joys we hold
Compared to jogs above us !

Aund what are rauk, and power and gold,
Compared to hearts that love us ?

So fleet our years, so full of tears,
So closely death 13 waiting;

God gives as space for losing grace,
Bat leaves no time for Lating.

B A LAMENTADLE tragedy was enacted
@2t the Grigg house, in London.

Jti boy shot himself with a revolver while
Bicrazy from drink. Not a week passes
Fhthat does not record some awful ex-
@IS0t Act would assuredly prevent
} The habjtual incbriate may be
ji{ready to skulk into any callar to get
ibis dram, but it is at the open bar

Bithat the deplorable habit is acquired.
B0 fathers, who ave voters, help us to
¥ ‘8ave the Boysl”—Canada Citizen.

EGONE with fend ! away with strife,

i
1

[g2aplo of juvenile intemperance. The,

Jaraxese Temree

| JAPANESE TEMPLES.
BY THE REV. DR MEACHAY.

HE people of Japan flock in

. great numbers to the tewple,
eapecially old peoploend very

young children. Imposing ceremonies

take place. Considerable money falls

into the hands of the priests: therefore

there are thirty-five Buddhist sects in

Japan, differing widely in ritual, in

mugic, in metaphysics and in the degree

in which they havo assimilated Shinto-

ism, Confucianism, and Taonism. Badd-

hism holds under its inflacnce more

buman minds and hearts than any

roligion beside. It is unquestionably

" the purest and best of all fulse religions
of the world. I: has room forextreme

rationalism and the mildest fanaticism.

Buddhism knows nothihg of 2 Saviour.

. All that Buddha pretends to do is to
show men how to save themselves.
Its salvation, such as it is, is not into

an ennobled, conscious future. Budd-

hism is losing its hold on tho people

+ Many aresceptical. S:hool-boys laugh
.it to scorn.  Scholars show upits folly.
-Shrines are decaying. Temples in
some regions forsaken. Second-hand

1 gods are for sale in the shops. Native
preachers declave that Christianity will

occupy its termples in the near future.

StiLr another victory has crowned
tho efforts of the promoters of the

'Scott Act. Inthe counties of Dundas,
'Stormont and Glengarry the majority

in favour of the Act is over 1,700,
which is moro than double the number

!‘anticipawd by the most sanguinoe of

the temperanco party.

PLAYTHINGS OF THE CHIL-
DREN OF JAPAN.

APAN has beon called the
« Paradise of Babies,” for not
only do the childrea have &
great number of toys, but many |

persons get their living oy amusing

them. Men go about the streets anu |

Llw soap bubl'es tor them with pipes |

@

'
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OUR MISSIUNS.
BY THE EDITOR,
IL
FREN! Il CANADIAN MISSIONS,

LIITLE over a century ago, on
the plains of Abrabam, was
won that decieive victory
which transferred the greater

.

s

that have no lLowls as ours have. portion of the North American con-
These young Japs huve tops, pop-guns, Unent from the French to the Enghsh.
hlow,guna, magic ]an[u;ng, kaleido- A.B tWP stieams descending from oppo-
scopes wax figures, terra-cotta animals, site sides of a valley might meet
flyingfish and dragons, musks, puzzles | together with wild shock of waters,
and games, bLatteifles and bectles that | and then peacefully blending  their
flutter about , turtles that move their , forces, flow together on, fertilizng the
legs and pop out their heads; birds  Plain; so these ‘7o races motin the
that fly about, and peck the fingers | shock of batt and when the first
aad whistle ; pesteboard targets that, tomult bad suc.ded, blended their
when hit, burs: (pen and let » winged | diverse nationalitivs into one flowing
fignre fly out, and —most wonderful _8tream, peaceful and quist ever since.
of all, perhaps—1litle ballgllooking like  Withio iwenty years after the con-
elder pith, which, thrown into balls of  quest of Quebec, the French mulitis-
warm wr..t, slowly expand into the ,men fought side by side with the
shape of . buat, or a fisherman, a tree,  Dritish redcoats, against the revolted
flower, crab or bird. _American colonists. We know of no
The girls of Japan have dolls’ furni-  instance io history in which, thanks
ture acd dishes, and, of course, dulls. , to the generous concessions of the
They have dolls that walk and dance, . victors, all the bitterness of conquest
dolls that put on a mask when a string , 80 scon pafised away. Never wuas a
is pulled ; dolls dressed to represent | more striking contrast to the cruel
nobles, ladies, minstrels, mythological | Fe victis !—* Woe to the conquered !
aod historical personages. Dolls are —of the ancient Roman conqueror.
handed down for generations, and in There eaists to-day no more loyal por-
some families are hundreds of them. tion of the Queen’s dominions than the
They never seem to get broken or fair province thussternly wooed at the
worn out, as yours do; and, in fact, bayonet's point.
they cin bardiy bo the dear playmates  But while thus blended into one
that yours are. They sre kept as a Dation, these two races are separated
gort of show, and, though the lttle religiously by a vast gult. There is no
owners play with them, they do not more compact and consolidated-system
dress and undress them and take them Of Romanism in the world than that
t> bed, as you do. A good deal of of the old province of Quebec. It is
the time they are rolled up in silk ruled by a vast and thoroughly organ-
paper and packed away in a trunk., ized hierarchy of priests, and possesses

Onu the great festival day of the Jap- immense landed property in the very
anete girls—the Feast of Dolls—there heart of our crowded cities, from which
is a great show of dolls and toys, and : 8 yearly increasing revenue is derived.
it is tho event of the year for the little It exerts a predominant influence on
black-eyed maidens. The Feast of . public instructicn and local legislation.
Flags is the boys’ great day, and they Tbis vigorous and energetic system
have banners, fl :gs, figures of warriors , already holds in fee & large portion of
and great men, swords and other toys our country, and is =acking to control
for bojs.

Bus the finest toy of Japan—as
2o doubt you youngsters will agree
~ig carried about the strests by a
msan or woman, for any child to play
with who is theowner of a hundredth
part of a cent, or one * cash.”

This is a small charcoal stove,
aco iddle, spoons and cups;
and gll))i:g:ll ready-made batter and
sauce. The happy child who hires
this outfit, can sit down on the floor
and cook and eat ¢ griddle cakes”
to his heart’s content. Could any-
thing be nicer?

JAPANESE RAIN CLOAK.

ARHLE Japanese have a queer
B8 fashion of making rain

B2 closks out of closely woven
or plaited straw. They look a ga:d
deal as if they were thatched when
they wear them, but they keep tho
rain out very well. Insummer the
people working in the fields wear
very littlo clothes, buy in winter
they wrap up warmly. Observe
the queer hat this man wears, and
the wooden blocks under his shoes
to keep him up out of the enow
and mud. .

A Bap man shows his bringing
up when he ig brought up by a

policeman,
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the religions future of those fair and
fertile provinces of the \West, The
religious and political difierences of
Protestants have too often provented
them exerting their duo influence on
the destiny of the country. But
Romanists, at the dictates of an astute
and far-secing hieraichy, have acted as
a unit to muke their political influence
the servant of their religious zeal. To
enlighten that spiritual darkness, to
instruct the ignorance, to overcome
the prejudice, to carry the regenerative
power of the Gaspel w hearts and
homes that are barred against it, is
the glorious but ditlicult task of the
united Methodism of Canada.

FRENCH ROMANISTS.

The French population are also
largely isolated from the Protestants
by ditference of language, and are
attached by national and filial senti-
ments to the religion of their fathers.
Theso are grave obstacles in the way
of Gospel eflort. But, on the other
hand, there are also remarkable facili-
ties in its favour. The missionaries
have not to go to a distant land or
unhealthy climate, nor to propitiate a
forcign and piobably jeslous Govern-
ment. These people dwell in our
midst—at our very door. Thoy walk
in the game streets, traflic in the same
marts, travel in the same public con-
veyances, work in the same shops and
at the same trades with our own
population, They aie associated in
the same civic and legislative oflices,
are united by a thousand social and
business ties, and dwell togother in
peace beneath the protecting folds of
the same broad banner of freedom.
The French Romanists, though attached
% their ancestral faith, by no means
share the intense bigotry often mani-
fested by some of their co-religionists.
They are a courteous, kindly, docile,
and agreeable race ; hospitablein their
homes, and generally free to converse
on ditputed religious points withcut
passion and with candour and a toler-
ance of antagonistic opinions. Vet
they are deplorably ignorant of Scrip-
ture truths, and wultitudes have never
seen a copy of God's Word. On one
occagon, when the present writer
wished to appeal to the Romish ver-
sion of the Scriptures, as authority
concerning a point in dispute with a
French lady, she introduced a well-
worn copy of an English dictionary as
the nearest approach to s New Testa-
ment in the house.

The Protestant element has of late
years relatively increased in numbers,
and still more in weaith and influence.
Still, nearly a million and a quarter of
our fellow-subjects are the victims of
the anti-Christian errors of Rome. It
seems as though Providence had com-
mitted the work of their evangeliza-
tion especially to the care of Canadian
Protestantism. Nor has our own
Church, together with the other
Churches of Canada, been unmindful
of the heavealy call ; although, for
lack of suitable agents, the work bas
not been so vigorously prosecuted as
its importance demands. But God is
opening the way, and raising up in-
strumentalities, especially of an edu-
cational character, that will greatly
assiit this department of missionary
effort.

GERMAN MISSIONS.

But the Teuton as well ag tho Gaul
isin our midst ; and we gladly welcome
the increasing numbers swarming from
the old Teutonic Fatherland across the

o

sea. But in that immigration is an
element of danger. Unless it be
evangolized, it will leaven our national
life, in its very infancy, with the in-
fidel virus of the corrupt civilization
of Europe. In the United States the
German population has in many places
abolishod the Sabbath, or destroyed its
sanctity, and diffused an intidel spirit
through society. A similar danger
menaces our own land, unless we im-
bue this foreign element with the prin-
ciples of morality and religion. Meth-
cdism owes much to the land of Bohler
and Zinzendorf, and of the Palatine
emigrants by whom its doctrines and
institutions were introduced into Can-
ada. It can best repay this debt by
administering its consolations to the
pilgrim strangers from Vaterland, by
teaching the lessons of the beautiful
Saubian song, “ The soul’s true Father-
land is heaven.” The doctrines and
usages of Methodism are especially
congenial to the simple, home-loving,
and sunny-souled Germans, and thoy
readily embrace its teaching.

OUR EASTERN MISSIONS.

In the proviuces of Eastern British
Americs, missionary work is vigor-
ously prosecuted, and with remarkahle
guccess. In Newfoundland, itself the
first colony ot Great Britain, and the
first foreign mission of Methodism, the
membership of the Methodist Church
has been greatly increased, and this
notwithstanding the exodus from the
island to the more westerly Confer-
ences of the Methodist confederacy.
Among the hardy toilers of the sea,
who enrich the world with the spoils
of ocean, the Gospel, whose first
apostles left their nets to become
fishers of men, has had tome remaik-
able trinmphs, All along the far-
extending coast of that great island,
as well a3 on the French island of St.
Pierre—the sole remaining dependency
of France, once the mistress of well-
nigh the whole continent—our Church
is erecting moral lighthouses, whence
the light is streaming into the sur-
rounding darkness. Our missionaries
also extend their labours to the bleak
shores of Labrador, where adventurous
industry plucks a subsistence from the
stormy bosom of the deep. The lonely
and storm-swept island of Axnticosti is
also visited by our missionaries, who,
perpetuating tbe apostolic zeal of
Wesley, go not only to those who need
them, but to thogo who need them most.

Beneath skies of sunnier sheen, amid
fairer scoues, and surrounded by the
sapphire-shining seas, our missionaries
in the Bermudas—important as the
winter station of Her Mzjesty’s North
American fleet—Ilabour among an in-
telligent white and coloured popula-
tion. At Hazwilton and 8St. George's
are commodious and elegant churches
and prosperous societies.

In Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward’s Island, among
the fishing, lumbering, and sgricul-
tural populations, are vigerous Home
Missions, and a spirit of missionary
cothusiasm exists not surpassed in
any part of our far-extendnd work.

On tho Pacific Slope Methodism is
endeavouring to mould, after a Chris-
tian type, the institutions of the
voungest member of the Canadinn
Confederacy. And ovur brethren in
still more remote Japan ate achieving
unparalleled  missionary  triumphs
among the idolatrous races of the Old
World. To these latter missions the
greater part of this paper is devoted.

SUPIOSE.

SUPI'OSE, my little lady,
2 Your doll should break her head,
Could you make 1t whole by erying
Till yeur eyes and noso are red 1
And wouldn’t 1t be pleasanter
To treat it as a joke,
And say vou're glad **"T'was Dolly’s
And not yourl}wad that broket™

Sapposo that you're dressed for walking,
And the rain comes pouring down,
Will 1t clear off auy sooner
Because you scold and frown ?
And wouldn’t 1t be nicer
For you tosunle than pout,
And so make sunshine in the houso,
When there 1s none without

SuPposo your task, my little man,
8 very hard to get,
Will it make 1t any easier
For you to sit and frett
And wouldn’t 1t bo wiser,
Thau waiting like a dunce,
To go to work 1 earnest
And learn the thing at once?

Suppose that some boys have a horse,
Aud some a coach and pair,

Will it tire you less while w-lking
To say, ** It isn’t fair 1"

And wouldn’t it be nobler
To keep your temper sweet,

And in your heart be thank{ul
You can walk upon your feet t

And suppose the world den t please you,
Nor the way some people do,
Lo you think the whols creation
Will be altered just for yout
And 1sn’tat, my boy or girl,
The wisest, bravest plan,
Whatever comes or doesu’t come,
To do the best you can?
—Phabe Cary.

o

CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN.

BY REV. T. J. 8COTT.

HERE are many indications
E| that Japan, containing thirty-
seven millions of people, is
to be the first of the great modern
pagan nations to become Christian,
In a recent visit to this charm
ing country, as we steamed into
Nagasaki, . past the pineclad little
island of Puappenberg we wero shown
the cliff from which the last of the
Catholic converts of thres hundred
years ago were hurled into the ses;
and it is recorded that men and women
died like true martyrs. The Jesuits
had come in peace and were kindly
received. Christianity had spread til)
more than a half million were num-
bered in tho now faith. Then Jesuits
and Dominicans and Franciscans quar-
relled among themselves, and political
intrigue soeking to grasp the reios of
empire aroused the hostility of the
Japanese and the Christians were per-
secuted to the death and tili the last
vestige of the faith that had made itself
detested was swept from the country.
An edict was issued saying that ** the
evil sect called Christians is strictly
prohibited. Suspected persons should
be reported to the proper officers and
rewards will be given.” Japan was
closed to foreigners for nearly three
hundred years till in 1853 Commodore
Perry came and by threats and per-
suasion tho gates of the empire were
again thrown open to a measure of
foreign intercourse. Then came the
Protestant missionaries with a better
spirit of propegondism. The govern-
ment edict against Ckhristians was
renewed after a time, The represent-
atives of foreign governments pro-
tested, and finally in 1876 all edicts
againgt Christianity were re-called, and
since then it has spresd with rapidity.
Many societies have entered the field
and the missionaries are full of heart

—

and hopo. The reader will recall how
that within a dozen years Japan hang
aroused from her pagan slumber and
is putting forth every encrgy to acquire
civilization and stand abreast of the
onlightened nations. Her efforts aro
truly heroic. As light has poured in
the old superstitions have let go their
hold of the learners, While the mis-
sionaries have been teaching Christi-
unity other foreign instructors invited
in, have been teaching materialism
and evolution. As a consequence
many Japaneso are sceptical or indiffer-
ent. They are for progress at all
ovents, IRecently upwards of a thou-
sand young men held a social gathering
in the Chiba.Prefecture, where flags
were displayed bearing the mottoes:
“Hurrah for liberty,” and “Sweep
away the humiliating customs of the
East.” Many of the beat young men
in tho country are hecoming Christians
and are finding in Jesus the only irue
hope of morality.

Tho government puts no obstruction
in “the way of Christianity, There
seems to be an impression among some
leading Japanose statesmen that Chris-
tianity as a form of civilization is
needed to put their country abreast of
the great nations of the world, and all
this not because Christianity is divine.
These men see that the great powers
of the world are nominally Christian,
hence this as a national fashion must
in somo way be an advantage to Japan
also. Infidel teachers in Japan have
told the people that in reality the
leading minds of these great nations
have abandoned Chrirtianity as among
the superstitions. But a profound
counter impression was recently made
on the mind of Mr. Ito, one of the
leading Japanese, who had gone to
Europe to study the constitutions of
various countries. Well, in conversa-
tion with Bismarck Mr. Ito was sur-
prised to find him a firm believer in
Christisnity, and also that the great
Gladstone is loyal to the faith. Since
his return it is said that Mr. Ito, him-
self not an avowed Christian, has in-
duced the Mikado to study the Bible.
It is a notable fact that the Gregorian
calendar has been introduced into
Japan, and that Sunday iz made a day
of rest, It is affitmed by those best
prepared to know that there is a wide-
spread impression among the Japanese
that the OChristian civilization and
morality are the best in the world

“The battle is the Lord’s.” The
hour is a most important one. 'The
missionary societies should stand by
their missionaries with full support of
money and men. The best educated
and consecrated intellect of the Church
should be laid on tho altar of Japan.
The missionaries are much encouraged
in their work. There is in the main
a fino esprit de corys among them.
Denominations of the same type are
assisting, and there is not the slighteat
reason why the Canada Methodists
and the Methodist Episcopal Church
should not unite their forces—somnec-
thing desired by the missionaries in
the field.

It is pointed out as suggestive of
the influence of the gospel om the
condition of women, that in Turkey,
where a few years ago men yoked their
wives with oxen, and treated them as

beasts of burden, the education offered
to females in some of the colleges i
compares favourably with similar in- %

stitutions in Christian lands.
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THE BARK CANOE.
(FROM LONGFELLOW'S RIAWATHAL)

s (R IVE me of your bark, O Birch-Tree !
R®A  Of yuur yellow bark, O BirchTreo

Growing by the rushing niver,

Tall and stately i tho valley !

1 a light canoe will build me,

Buid a switt Chieemnann for 1 iling,

That sliall float upon the rniver,

Lake a yellow Jeaf in Autuin,

Like a yellow water-Jily !
“Lay aside your cloak, O Birch-Tree!

Lay nstde your white-skin wrapper,

For the Summer-tims isscomtng,

Aud the sun is warin in heaven,

Anl you need no white-skin wrapper !
Thus aloud cried Hiawatha

In the solitary forest,

Aud the tree with all its branches

Pustled o the breeze of morinug,

Saving, with a sigh of patience,

# Take my cloak, O Hiawatha ***
With his knife the tree he girdlod ;

Just beneath 1ts lowest branches,

Jast ahove the roots, he cutit,

111l the sap eame oozing ontward ;

Down the trunk, from tep to bottom,

Sheer he cleft the bark asunder,

With a wooden wedge he raised it,

Stripped it from tho trunk unbroken.
‘'Give me ot your boughs, O Cedar!

Of yonr strong and phiant brauches,

My canoe to make niore steady,

Make more strong and firm beneath me
Through the summit of the Cedar?

Went a sound, a cry of horror,

Went & murmur of reststance ;

But it whispered, bending downward,

sTake my boughs, O Hiawatha **
Bown he hewed the boughs of Cedar,

Shaped thet straghtway to a framework,
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Like two bows be forwed aud shaped them,
Like two bended bows together,
“Give me ol your roots, O Tamarack !
Of your fibrous roots, O Larch-Treo!
My canoo to bind together,
S6 ts bind the ends tugether,
‘That the water may not enter,
That the river may not wet me
And the Larch, with all its fibres,

g0

&8 Shivered 1n the air of mormng,

Touched its furehead with 1ts tassels,
Said, with one long sigh of surrow,
“Take them all, O Hiawatha!”
From the earth ho tore the fibres,
Tore the tough roots of the Larch-Trec,
Closely sewed the bark together,
Bound it closely to the framework.
**Give me of your balm, O Fir-Tree!
Of your balsam and your resin,
So to close the seams together
That the water way not euter,
‘That the river may not wet me!"*
And the Fir-Tree, tall and sombre,
Solbed through all its robes of darkuess,
Rattled like a shore with pebbles,
Answered wailing, answered weeping
** fake my bals, O Hiawatha!”
- And hie took the tears of balsam,
% Took the rosin of the Fur-Tree.
Stieared therewsth each seam and fissure,
Mage eachi =revive sato from water.
“*tave me of your quills, O Heagehog !
All your guilly, O Kagh, the Hedgehog?
I will ake a necklace of themw,
Make a girdle for my beauty,
And twe stars to deck her basom 1™
From o hollow tree the Hadgebog
With his sisepy eyes looked at him,
Shot his ahimng quiils hke arrows,
Saying with a drowsy marmur,
Through the tangle of his whiskers,
“Tzke my quills, U Hiawatha 1
From the ground the quills he gathered,
All the littlo shining arrows,
Stamed them red and blue and yellow
With the juice of roots and berries ;
Inta his canoe ho wrought them,
Round 1ts waist a shimng girdle,
Round its bows & gieaming necklace.
Oa its breast two stars resplendent.
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Thas the Birch Canoe was buided

§ I tho valley, by the niver,

In the Losom of the forest ;

And the forest's ifo way 1 it,

% All its mystery and its magic,

Al the lightnoess of the birch-tree,

Al the toughuess of the cedar,

All the larch’s supple sinews ;

And it floated on the river

Like & yellow leaf in Autumn,
Like 2 yellow water-lily.

e e e b ke s e gy

¥ Tne Empress of Russia has jusi
#8 ordered a cloak of sable fur, trimmed
with gold and enriched with precious

stanes, the whole cost being placed at
43,000,

MISSIONARY EXERCISE ON
JAPAN.

BY SOPHIFE 8, S8MITH,

Drayer—By Pastor.

Seripture  Reading—1 John Gth
chap.

Singing—Good Tidings. (No. 47in
Missionary Songa.) * Shout the tidings
of salvation,” etc.

Talk on Japan—By the Superin-
tendent and scholars,

Surr.—Bertie, can you give us some
facta concerning Japan ?

Berrie—Japan consists of nearly
four thousund islands, situated in the
Pacific Ocesn, east of China. The
country is mountainous, the climate is
mild and the scenery is besutiful.
The people call it “ The Sunrise King-
dow ;” the name, Japan, being derived
from the Chinese word Jipangu,
which means, The Kingdom of the
Rising Sun. The population is about
thirty-six willions.

Surt ~—~Mary, can you tell us some-
thing about the people and how they
live§

Mary.—The Japanese were sup
posed to have originally come from
Ohina. But they regent this idea, and
consider it a disgrace to be compared
with the Ohinese. They are a refined
people, very pdlite, and exceedingly
clean. Thuy are intellectual, indus-
trions, and ingenious, Japan women
have an easier and pleasanter life than
those of any other Asiutic country, aud
are treated more like companions than
slaves. Their houses are bult of light
wood, generally ons storey high, and
divided into rooms by folding screens,
which can be changed at pleasure.
They have neither chairs nor beds;
but git and sleep on thick mats, spread
on the floor, with a block of wood for
a pillow.

Sppr.—Jennie, what can you tell us
of the children of Japan ?

JexNiE—Japan is the * Paradise
of Babies.,” The people are very
domestic and pay much attention to
the amusement of their children. The
girls have a * Feast of Dolls,’ onco a
year, when they bring oat all the dolls
that have been preserved in the family
for years, dressed as lords and ladies,
and go through all the forms of court
life, The boys have a * Fesst of
Fliags” when they tie a huge paper
fish on the top of = high pols, and let
it float in the air, while they play
around the pole and amuse themselves
pretty much as American children do
on the Fourth of July. They receive
a great many toys, have various games,
and lead a very happy life.

Surr.—Harry, what are the religions
of Japan?

Harrvy.—The most ancient religion
of Jspan, is Shintoism. They have s
great many gods called Kami; and
each god has a temple, where the
people bring their offerings of rice,
fruit, meat, and living birds, and say
their prayers. They have no images
or idols, but keep a mirror and a strip
of white paper on the zltar of the
temple, to represent their god. The
prevailing 1eligion of Japan is Budd-
hism. They have one hundred thou-
sand temples, each containing a status
of Buddha. The greatest Buddhist
idol in Japan is Dia Butz. He is
made of bronze, fifty feet high, is
hollow, with a chapel fitted up inside,
where thousands of pilgrims go to
worship and pray. The Japanese also
have praying machines, which consists
of a stone wheel set in & post, with

numeorous letters and figures written
on tho sides. When a man wants to
say his prayers, ho gives tho wheel a
turn, and every time it revolves, &
prayer is recorded to his credit in
heaven.

Surr.—Susie, what have missions
done tor Japan 9

Susie.~The first Protestant mis.
sionaries went to Japan about twenty-
threo years ago. At first they did not
meet with much success, but during
the last ten years Ohristianity has
mado rapid progress. There are eigh-
teen religious societies now in Japan,
with one hundred and seventy male
and female missionaries. There are
moro than eighty churches, over 3,800
communicants, and a Christian com-
munity of ten thousand. Schools and
dispendaries have been established, the
Bible has been translated into Jap-
anese, religious books and papers are
printed, education is compulsory, and
the Ohristian Sabbath is recognized as
a legal holiday ; and still the good
work goes on,

SinginG.—* I love to tell the Story.”
(No. 58 in Mission Songs.)

A RecrraTioN,—By thiee boys and
three girls.

First Boy.

“In due seison we shall reap, it we
faint not.”

Furst Girl.

He that goeth forth and weepeth,
‘Lrusting n the Lord,
Lot him know that all he soweth
Of the precious word,

That he'll reap.

Second Boy.

¢“There shall be one fold and one
shepherd.”

Second Girl

And is the time approaching,
By prophets long foretold,
When all shall dwell together,
One shepherd and one fold §

Shall overy idol perish,
To moles and bats be thrown,
And every prayer be offered
To God in Christ alono ?

Third Boy.

‘“ He shall have dominion also from
sea to ses, and from the rivers unto
the ends of the earth.”

s Third Girl.

The whole wide world for Jesus !
Once more befors we part,

Riny out 1he joyful watchward,
From cvery grateful heart;

The whole wide world for Jesas !
Be this our battle cry ;

The Crucified shall conquer,
And victory is nigh,

+

LETTER TO THE CHILDREN
FROM JAPAN.

@R EAR CHILDREN : thousands
of wiles from your happy land,

5% on the bosom of the great
ocean, lie four large emerald

isles. The heauty with which God
has clothed hill and dale, mountain
and valley, bes given the people a love
for nature and ber simple pleasures.
«If it were as easy ¢ hers’ for the heart
to be true, as for grass to bs green and
skies to be blue,” the Japaness would
be a happy people. This love for the
beautiful things God hascreated makes
them kind and gentle to one another,
The way they live enables one to see
that this is true. Their low, wood
coloured houses, shut in on three sides,
stand with open front on the street.
Here, one sees the inmates oooking,
eating, -buying, selling, and doing all

'

of an artistic vage to'the making of a
child's toy. The street is both the
public highway and the playground to
the children. You would be delighted
to see the harmony and kindness
among the mouley crowd of men, women
and children, and horses that throng
the streets. Dut thesad neglect of the
children would soon attract your notice.
They scem left to care for themselves
and one another. The baby is tied to
tho back of mother, sometimes, but
oftenor to that of a little brother or
sister. Asleep or awake, for hours its
uncovered, shaven head is exposed to
the hot sun, Many of the children
become blind or grow up with such
sickly, feeble bodies, that they cannot
be good, useful men and women,

The sick are often taken to Bindzurn,
the god of medicine, to be cured. One
day at the temple Asakusa in Tokio, I
saw an old mun lead a blind girl to
this wooden idol. She rubbed her
hand over the sightless eyes of the idol,
then over her own. Any part of the
body that is digeased is treated in the
same way. So constantly are these
idols resorted to that some have nose,
ears and arms quite rubbed off. Only
the people thai have learned of the
Great Physician, Jesus, know how to
take care of the body and soul.

Japan is called the “ Land of the
Rising Sun.” While you see the sun
setting we see it rising. Will you, a
millien and a belf of Sunday-school
children, daily, at sunset hour, ask our
Heavenly Father to bless the children
of Japan with a knowledge of the Sun
of Righteousness? With this petition
in your heart, as the years go by, you
will learn this lesson of our Saviour:

Not what wo give, but what we share—

For the gift without the giver is bare :

Who gives bimself with his alms feeds three,
Himself, his bungering neighbour and me.

LORD CHESTERFIELD ON THE
LIQUOR fRAFFIC.

N 1743 Lord Chesterfield thus
§| addressed the House ot Lords on
the license question : “ Luxury,
my lords, is to be taxed, but
vien prohibited, let the difficulty in the
lav be what it will. Would you lay a
tax pon a breach of the Ten Com-
m~ dients? Would not such a tax

1+ ich »d and scandalous? Would it
n0u mp~ an indulgence to all those
who , i paythe tax? It appears to
me, 17 lwrds, that since the sapirit
which the «istillers produce is allowed
to enfecble tae limbs, vitiate the blood,
pervert he heart, and obscure the
intellect, the ~umber of distillers should
be no argumeny in their favour, for I
never heard that < law against theft
was repealed ordelayed because thieves
were pumerous. It appears to me, my
lords, that really, if so formidable a
body are coofederate against the vir-
tues or thelives of their fellow-citizens,
it is time to put an end to the havoc,
and to interpose whilst it is yet in our
power to stop the destruction.

¢ Yot us crush at once these artisisin
human slaughter who have reconciled
their countrymen to sickness and ruin,
snd spread over the pitfalls of debaun-
chery such a bait as.cannot be resisted.”

<t

¢ THERE are people who live behind
the hil,” i3 an old German proverb,
which means that there are other folks
in the world beside yoursolf, aithough

kinds of handiwork from the fashioning

you may not eee them.
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MOTHER’S ROOM.

"VE wandered long and wandered far,
By land and sea, in perilous ways,

And vivid lights of later years

Have cast 1 shade o’er youthful days ;
But in the palace or the tent,

In Arctic snow or Tropic bloom,
My loving heart remembers well

Each trifle in my mother’s room.

In Tartar tents, at midnight hour,
The Asian moon high in the sky,

I've seen the crimson curtained room,
The coal tire blazing merrily ;

The red geraniums, tuchsias, musk,
That made the southern windows fair ;

The basket full of needle-work,

7 The gaily cushioned rocking chair,

And often, to, the brilliant halls,
Among the beautiful and gay,
A sudden silence o’er me falls—
I see the room so far away,
The white-haired mother in her chair,
The singing bird within its cage,
The open Bible on the stand,
The sunshine streaming o'er its page,

Oh, mother ! mother ! mother, dear!
Within thy room so sweet and calm,
To think of thee is almost prayer,
Thy memory is like a psalm,
When I was but a little lad,
With Dick aud Janet at thy knee,
I did not love thee half so well, -
I did not seem so close to thee. .

Now little Janet dwells afar,
And Dick has made another home ;
While I, in eager, restless life,
Far over land and ocean roam.
But O ! how oft in dawning’s calm,
And in the evening’s tender gloom,
We meet again, in loving thought,
By mother’s side, in mother’s room !
—Lillic E. Barr.

-
GAME OF ONE HUNDRED
THINGS.

(: APANESE children have a

singular amusementcalled //ya-
) ku mono-gatar:, or “ The One
Hundred Things.” A hundred
tapers are put into a large saucer of
oil and lighted. The children sit
quietly down in the dark corner of the
room, at some distance from the lights,
a1d begin to tell ghost stories, with
which Japanese literature abounds.
Then one child is sent to extinguish a
light. When this is done the story-
telling again begins, when ‘another
light.  The stories become more and
more frightful in their character; the
child is sent to put out a second
room becomes darker as light after
light is extinguished ; the imagination
of the children becomes more excited,
until the room seems to them filled
with hobgoblins and demons; and at
last the screaming little ones rush from
the house and the game is over. The
girls play with small bean-bags—a
game similar to our childish one of
jack-stones.  These bags they call
te-da-na, and they are very dexterous
in managing them. They have also
games with little cards, matching them
and playing “grab.”

The -children who play about the
streets are merry little people. They
have sparkling eyes and bright, intelli-
gent faces, and seem to enjoy their
sport as much as little ones at home.
Tne mission of the little street children
has been very sweet to us. When we
first came here the people seemed like
inhabitants of another planet. The
only way we could gain any feeling of
kinship was by shutting our eyes to
their strange customs, snd letting the
sound of the children’s voices in their
happy laughter or grieved crying
enter our ears. It was then that we
heard familiar sounds, and realized

that these strangers are indeed our
flesh and blood.

And so we pray God to bless the
little childien of Japan.—Anon.

JAPAN'S NATIONAL FLOWER,

N HE cherry blossom is the
national flower of Japan, as
] i theroseis of England, the lily
of France, thethistleof Scotland, and the
shamrock of Ireland. On the Mikado’s
flags, papers, and carriages and on the
s~ldier’s caps and uniform, you will
te3 the open chrysanthemum. But
the flower of the people and the nation
is the flower of the blossoming cherry-
tree. The Japanese cultivate all over
Japan, by the millions, the sakura tres,
which is valued only for the beauty
of its blossoms. From an entire tree
you could not get ripe cherries enough
to make a pie; but the blossoms are
massed together on the boughs like
clouds, atd the blooms are often as
large as a rose.

Picnics in Japan are called, “Going
to see the flowers,” In June, millions
of the people go out to sing and sport
and laugh and play under the cherry
trees, or to catch “the snow showers
that do not fall from the skies.” There
are tens of thousands of starzas of
poetry about the cherry-tree. Some of
the people become so enchanted with
the lovely blossoms under them, as to
even worship the famous old trees.

SiMpLICITY of manner is the last
attainment. Men are very long afraid
of being natural, from the dread of
bsing taken for ordinary.

“DoING a good thing, and then
feeling big over it,” is a little girl’s
definition of the spirit of the Pharisee,

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON VIII.
PROVERBS OF SOLOMON.,
Prov. 1. 1-16.

B.C. 990.] [Nov, 23.

Comvmit to memory vs. 8-10,
GoLDEN TExT.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge. DIrov. 1. 7,

OUTLINE.

1. The Ajm of the Proverbs, v. 1-6.

2. The Beginning of Wisdom, v. 7.9,

3. The Enticements of Sin, v. 10-16,

Tme.—B C. 990.

ExXPLANATIONS. — Proverb — Short, pithy
sayings of wisdom. To know wisdom—The
object of the Proverbs is stated in the first
six verses. Judgment—Righteousness. Subd-
tility—Wisdom and cunning. The simple—
Here meaning those who are open-hearted
and ready to receive instruction. The fear
of the Lord—A reverence for God from a love
for him, Beginning of knowledge—To know
God’s will and follow it is the best wisdom.
Fools—Here meaning those who despise God’s
law.  Ornament of grace—Obedience will
make the life beautiful. Entice thes— Per-
suading to sin. Let us lay wait for blood—
Inviting a young man to join a band of rob-
bers, who were always numerous in the
mountain passes of Palestine. The pit—
Here meaning death.  Without cause—Those
whose innocence is of no avail to save their
lives,  One purse—Robbers holding their
gains in common. Refrain thy foot— Avoid
their company.

TEACHINGS OF THR LESSON.

Where in this lesson are we taught, that the
truly wise—
1. Will seek to know God’s word ?
2. Will strive to honour his name ?
3. Will honour parental instruction?
4. Will avoid evil company ?
THE LEssoN CATECHISM.
1. For what are the Proverbs? *“To know
wisdom and 1nstruction.” 2. What will a

wise man do? ¢ Will hear and will increase
learning.” 3. What is a mark of the fool ?
To despise wisdom and instruction. 4. What
is the beginning of knowledge? The fear of
the Lord. 5. Against what are we cautioned ?
Against consenting to the enticements of
sinners.

DocrrINAL SvcaesTION.—The knowledge
of God.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

122, What commission did Christ give to
His apostles before His ascension into heaven?

He said unto them: *‘Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I command
you; and lo, I am with you always, even
unto the end of the world.” Matthew xxviii,
19, 20. -

128. What is repentance ?

Repentance is true sorrow for sin, with
sincere effort to forsake it. Ezekiel xviii. 30;
Luke iii. 8; Acts ii. 37,

124. Can we repent of ourselves?

No; it is the grace of the Holy Spirit
which gives the sinner to know and teel that
he is a sinner. Acts. v. 31; Acts xi. 18.

{John xvi. 7-11; 2 Corinthians, vii. 9, 10;
2 Timothy ii. 25.]

LESSON IX,
TRUE WISDOM.

B.C. 990.] [Nov. 30.

Prov. 8. 1-17. Commit to mem. vs. 10, 11,

GoLDEN TEXT.

I love them that love me; and those that
seek me early shall find fle. Prov. 8. 17,

OUTLINE,

1. The Call of Wisdom, v. 1-9.
2. The Worth of Wisdom, v. 10-17.

Time.—B.C. 990.

ExpLANATIONS.— Wisdom—Wisdom here
means also religion, and is represented as a
person calling upon men to receive her and
the benefits she brings. High Places—Where
she can be seen by all.  Places of the paths—
By the way-side where people are passing.
Ye simple—Those who need instruction.
Fools—Those who are ignorant, especially not
knowing God. [Excellent things—Knowledge
of the highest importance. Speak truth—No
true wisdom can have falsehood in it,
Froward or perverse—Evil and stubborn
against right. Knowledge rather than choice
gold—Bccause knowledge is of more value
than money.  Witty inventions—Meaning
wise thoughts. By me kings reign—Because
kings are supposed to be wise. Love them
that love me——Those who really desire wisdom
and knowledge of God will not fail to find.
Seek me early—Those who begin life by seek-
ing after God will find not only truth but
true success.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That all men are called to God’s service?
2. That the truly wise will heed the call?
3. That the free gift of wisdom is beyond
all price.
4. That early search for it is acceptable to
od

THE LEssoN CATECHISM.

1. To whom does Wisdom put forth her
voice? ‘“To the sons of man.” 2 What
should we receive in preference to choice gold?
Knowledge. 3. What is said of wisdom and
rubies? ‘¢ Wisdom is better than rubies.”
4. What is the fear of the Lord? ‘¢ To hate
evil” 5. What does Wisdom say concerning
those that love her? *“Ilove them that love
me.”

DoctriNaL SucGESTION, —The value of
God'’s word.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

125. What have we then to do in repent-
ance ?

We must think on our transgressions,
confess both our sins and our sinfulness to
God, and strive to amend our life by the help
of the Holy Spirit. Psalm cxix. 59.

[Psalm li. 8, xxxviii. 18 ; Isaiah i, 16, 17 ;
Mark i. 5.]

#126. What is conversion ?

The turning to God in repentance and faith.

[Ezekiel xxxiii. 1}; Matthew xviii. 3;
Acts iii. 26, xi. 21 ; 1 Thessalonians i. 9.]

127. What is faith, in general ¢

Faith, in general, is a conviction of the
truth and reality of those things which God
has revealed in the Bible.

[2 Corinthians iv. 18, v.
xi. 1, 6.]
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ALDERSYDE. -

A Border Story of Seventy
Years Ago.

BY ANNIE S. SWAN."-

12mo, cloth extra, with Six Original IlW¥
trations. Price $1.25.

The Authoress has received the followith
Autograph Letter from Mr. Gladstone
““I think it beautiful as a work of art, and lt
must be the fault of a reader if he does B%
profit by the perusal. Miss Nesbit and M#*
get will, I hope, long hold their places amov
the truly living sketches of Scottish characte”
[ remain your very faithful and obedient, ,

“W. E. GLADSTONE

Opinions of the Scotch, English, and
Irish Press.

Sir Walter Scott himself never delineﬂ”’g
a character more true to life than Jan®
Nesbit ; eloquent of character and well told;
full of quiet power and pathos; has brou o
us into the presence of a pure and no
nature ; this cleverly constructed story;
tale of deep interest; a work of true gem“"’
Hurrah! our good Scotch stories are B
going to die out just yet; have not resl
fresher, livelier, or wholsomely stimulati®
story for many a day ; Janet Nesbit is a 1%
portrait of a noble woman; the Dorl(}‘1
pure and cultivated, while the descriptio?
of Border scenery are admirable; written
a style that cannot fail to interest ; tells ¥
with much literary grace and variety, a ma®,
sided story.

JOCK HALLIDAY:

A Grassmarket Hero; or, Skewhas
of Life and Character in an
Ol1d City Parish.

By ROBINA F. HARDY.
Author of *‘ Nannette's New Shoes,” e

12mo, cloth gilt, with numerous illust™®
tions. Price 65 cents,

Opinions of the Seotch, English, and
Irish Press.

‘‘Full of lights and shadows; iof
with much ability and feeling : a fascin““n;
story of humble life ; a very effective stor! b
will assuredly tuke its place beside ‘X
and his Friends’ and Professor \v,‘!sqi“)
Tales; a tender-spirited story of ml‘?sleg
work among the slums; a capitally writté
sketch ; should find a place iu every Sund?
school or temperance library; never 8 H
better of its kind; a good and racily toba
tale; the Christian heart yearning over i
fallen and lost will find in'it much to %)%,
and much to learn ; graphic and wholeso®
the story is capitally told. it

“The narrative is swift and ﬁowi”g’eet
up with flashes of humor; a very SYvﬂ,
little story; a simple idyll of everydry ldo
naturally and pathetically told ; fitted ¥
good service alike in connection with tem®
ance and general mission work; @ pob
stock of healthy, mischief-making o ¥
generous good nature about the lad, h]ind
tl.le1 very soul of tenderness to the little b
girl.”
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