Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

\/ Bound with other material/
Rzlie avec d'autres documents

/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

I se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas éteé filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lezi a 8té possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/

Pages détachées

\/ - Showthrough/
Transparence

- Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

N\

. Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/

Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de déepart de la livraison

Masthead/

Générique {périodiques) de la livraison

There are some creases in the middle of pages.

2X 26X 30X

12X 16X

20X

24X 28X 32X




PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRLCTION OF A COMMITTLE OF WIISLEYAN MINISTERS AND FRIENDS IN LOWER CANADA,
IN CONNECTION WITH THE BRITISH CONFERENCE.,

————

—

ot

it ———————

“ LT US CONSIDER ONC ANOTHLR TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS.'—HEBREWS X. 24,

PO —

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1840.

No. 5.

s—

DIVINITY.

THE WITNESSING CHURCH.
A SERMON,
BY TUX REV. JOIN HARRIS.

& Ye are my twilnesses, saith the Lord, that 1 am
God.’—Isaiah xtiii. 12,
{coxTinveD.]

First, then, 1 would illustrate the great truth,
that the Church of Gol i3 cxrrc»ly desigzned, in
its relative capacity, and as the depositary of the
knowledge of salvation, to be his wilness to the
world.

Passing b{ all the interesting illustrations of
this truth which might be drawn from antedilu-
vian and patriarchal history, lct us confine our at-
tention to the Jewish and Cluistian churches.
And here, on viewing these churches tofelher, as
patts of a great whole, we are instantly struck
with the different ways in which they concur to
answer their design as witnesses for God. The
Jewish church was a local stationary wilness;
and the duty of the world was to come and receive
its testimony : the Christian church is not local
and stationary, but is to go to the world. The
Jewish church was an oracle, and the world was
expected to come and inquire at its shrine; the
Christian church is an oracle also—but instead of
waiting for the world to come to it, it is command-
ed to gointo all the world, and to testifly the gos-
yel of the grace of God to every creature.

In accordance with this representation of the
Jewish chutch, we find that it contained every
prerequisite for answering its end as a stationary
witness for God ; nothing was omitted calculated
¢o promote this_object; its eatly history was a
history of miracles, to excite the attention, and
draw {o itself the cyes of the wonder-loving world ;
its ritual was eplendid »nd uniquc ; its members
were distinguished in character from those of eve-
1y othetr commupnity on the face of the earth; its
creed, or testimony, was eminently adapted to the
existing state of the world—for it proclaimed a
God, and promised a Saviour; its members pos-
sessed a personal interest in the truth of the tes-
timony they gave; and, what was especially im-

ortant, its gecgraphical position was central.
hat large portion of the carth, whose waters flow
into the Mediterrancan, is the grand historical
rtion of ¢he world, as known to the ancicnts.
udea was situated in the midst of it, like the sun
in the centre of the solar system. Placed at the
top of the Mediterzanean, it was, during each
successive monarchy, always within sight of the
nations ; and its temple-fires, like the Pharos of
the world, were always flinging their waming light
 across the gross darkness of heathenism— protest-
iug azainst idolatry, witnessing for the onc livinz
and true God, inviting the nations to come an
worship befote him, and foretelling the advent of
Une \vgose lizht should enlighten the worll,

Thus studiously adapted, 2nd divinely gualified
to act as a stationary witncss for God to the world,
the Jewish church is called on in the text to ap-
pear in this its official capacity, and the idolatrous
netions are summoncd {0 Judea to reccive its tes-
timony.  Ares had elapsed since that charch had
heen called into evistence, but still the worship
of idols prevailed. Now, therefure, God is su-
blimely represented as determined to bring the
great question to a close; his voice is heand is-
suing his mandate toall the nations of the earth—
toall the idols and their votatics--to appear in
Judea;-and then calling forth the Ismachtes to

ive cvidence in his behalf, « Bring forth the

cars—the senscless idolators ; Iet all the nations
be gathered together, and let the people be assemn-
bled: what god among them can shew us former
things? Let them bhring forth their witnesses,
that they may be justified ; or, if they cunuot du
ity let them hear me, and achnowledge that what
I'say is truth.  Ye people of Israel are my wit-
nesscs, saith the Lord, that I even I, am God,y and
hesides me there is no Saviour.”

As if the Almighty had said—s¢ It is high time
to bring this great controversy to a final decision :
let all my sivals come.”  And we aie to suppose
them assembling : Moloch, ¢ besmeared with 1n-
fant blood,™ and all the cruel gods of the Ammo-
nites ; Rimmon, Ashtaioth, and all the licentious
idols of Syria; Baal, Dagon, ‘Tammuz, and all the
false deities ot Phenicia; Apis, and ail the won-
ster-dettics of Egypt. ¢ Let them come from
their fabled resorts in Ida, from the heights of
Olympus, from the shrines of Delphos and Dodo-
na—irom their temples, groves, and lulls—the
whole pantheon— the thirty thousand gods of hca-
then mytholozy, with all their retinue of priests
and worshippers.  And now,™ saith Jehovah,
t«having asscmbled, let them produce their wat-
nesses to justify thesr conduet 1n recciving wor-
ship; and for this end, let them prove that one of
thesr pretended prophecies was cver fulbiled. 1
am content to rest my claims on that single proof.
Are they silent? Then let my witnesses stand
forth : let the nation of Isracl appear. Descend-
ants of the patriarchs, children of the prophets, ye
are my witnesses. Testily in my behalf before
this assembled and idolatrous world. Read in
their hearing the history of my conduct towards
you, from the day that 1 brought you out of Egypt
to the present moment, and they will be constrasn-
ed to admit the fact of my cxistence, and the
doctrine of my swperintending providence. Tell
them of all the miracles [ have wrought in your
behalf—and thus you will be witnesses to iy al-
mighty power. Inform them of all your aposta-
cies from me, and rcbellions against me, aud of
the way in which I have borne with and pardon-
¢d you—and thus you will be witnesses tomy in-
finite patience. & Tell them of all the predicions
which 1 have caused my prophets to utter, and of
the lteral fulfilment they have reccaived—and
thus you will testify toiny omniscience. Take
them, in solemn procession, to Sinai, and tepeat
the laws which I there proclaimed when the
mountain trembled—and thus yon will attest my
unspoltcd holiness and inflex:ble justice. Con-
duct them to my temple on Sion, hift up the veil
of my sanctuary, let them sec for themselves that
no imagze stands 1n my shtine, no human sacutice
bleeds on my altar, no licentious ntes pollute my
worship—and thus you will be attesting the umty
and spintuality of my esscnce, the purity and
mercifulacss of my character.  Forget not to as-
sure them that I am no respecter of persons—that
there is mercy for thein—that, as Liive, I will not
the death of @ sinner.  Lead theia to the altar of
sacrifice, and, as the victim bleeds, say to them :
¢Behold, in a type, the Lamb of God which tak-
cla away the sin of the world.? Tcll them that
to lum have all my prophets given witness, an
let them heas tic gloious things which they have
watacssad. Lt my servant Isniali stand forth and
dedlarey that upon that sacrifice 1 have laid tuc
iniquities of mankind—that he is wounded for
their teansgressions, bruised for their iniquitics—
that the chastiscinent of their peace is upon him,
and that with his stripss they may be healed-—
that he shall sce of the travail of his souly and be
satisfied : for he shall save out of all nations a
multitude which no one can number. Thus will
You be my witnesses that I am God, and that be-

lind people that have cyes, and the deafthat have

sides me there is 0o Saviour.*?
L]

Now such was the honourable office and the
lofty intention of the Jewish church—it was a
stationary witness for God to the world ; and the
sublime scene described fu conneaion with the
text, is only the figurative realization of that idea.
Through each successive age of that church, ting
divine mandate may be said to have been issued
to the world, directing it to repusr to God's wit-
nesses in Judea. But the world heeded it not.
Individuals, indeed, resorted thither from fus dis-
tant Jands ; but in all the rezions whence they
came, idolatry still scigned.  The leading nations
had, cach i succession, come iuto couluct with
Goul’s witnessis ; but, 50 far frou receiving tuesr
testimouy, they went un worskipping theis sdol-
godls, and ‘even essayed to enshrine them in the
very tunple of Jehovah.  Even the Jens tuea-
selves had lost the high and spiiitual impoit of
their own testimony. Al tlungs proclaimed that,
if the woildis to be enlightened und saved thiough
the instrumentality of the church, enather church
must be set up, and another mude of witnessing
be employ ed.

When the fulness of time was come, the chusch
was set up.  You know its heavenly orizin, its
agaresaive constilution, and its eaily ajostolse
history--all combining to prove that it was 2 new
thing in the carth, a fresh witness for Ged. In
anot%cr‘, and a nobler, sense than before, God be~
came his own witness. The Son of God, in per-
son, assumed the office. In this capacitly he had
been predicted—< I have given Lim,™ said God,
¢ for a witness to the people.” In ‘this capacity
he came; and having traversed Judea in every
direction, and found it hemmed in on all sides by
the grossest idolatry—having found that he could
nowhere step over its fronticrs without entering
the territory of 2n idol-god—having taken an am=-
ple survey of the world—what was his estimate
of its morat condition? He lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said—for he found thet he could ob-
tain no fit andience on carth—#¢ Q, righteous Fa-
thery the world bath not knowa thce!” And
what, under these circumstances, was the course
which he pursied? ¢ To this end was 1 bom,”
said he, «and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness uno the truth?
—to the full manifestation of God. And, accord-
ingly, his acts demanstrated the existence of God
--his humanity embodied the spintuality of God
--Lis character illustzated the perfections of God.
He was the true © tahemacle of witness.”? The
glorious train of the divine perfections came down
and filled the temyple of his humanity. God was
manifest in the flesh.  His character left o atinig
tute of the divine nature unillustrated—his teach-
ing left no patt of the divine will unres ecled—his
Lindness left no fear in the human heart unsooth-
ed - his meritaivus death left no amount of human
guilt unatoned for. Wherever be went, and hiow-
ever he was employed, he was still winniag for
himself that title which he wean in heaven:
¢ The Faithful and Truc Witacss.™  But, cluet-
ly, Calvary was the place of testimony.  Tnere,
when ke could say no more for God, hie bade the
cross begin to speak.  There, when his Iips had

Jd [ uttered their testamony, he opeucd his Seart, and

syakc inblood. Thcre was the ‘summing up of
all the promises, «nd of all the character of God :
and the total was—universal and iaficate love,

And now, if his fist object had been thus to
witness for God, his second was to arrange for the
boundless diffusion of the testimony. No sooner
has he worked out the great truth that God is love,
than he provides that the world shall resound with
the report,  Asif lie Lad been sitting on the cir-
cle of the heavens, and surveying all the possibi~
lities and cvents that could occur down to the
close of time, he answers the oYjections to this
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design before they are uttered, antieipates wanis
before they arise, and -provides against dangers
before they threaten.  Was it neceseary, for in-
atancey that he should first distuctly tegislate on
the subject 2 ¢ Go,** gaid he—and he was stamt-
ing bat one step from the threne of heasen—* Go
into all the worlly aid preach the gospel to every
creature.”  Stilly plan as tes consnend might at
first appear, the daty which it enjuins is so novel,
and the project which it contemplates so vast,
that doubts wre likely to atise as to its import and
obligation 5 he repeits ity therefore, “'ﬁdin and
again—repeats it in other forms, os an ol predic-
tioa that must be fultilled, and as a new prommse
¢ Then opened he theis understandings, that they
might undesstand the seriptures, and said unto
them, ‘Fhus i is wrillen, and thus it behoved
Christ to sutfer, and to rise {rom the dead the
third day, and that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his nama among all na-
tions, bezinninig at Jerusalem.  And ye are wit-
nesses of these things.™  But particutar qualitica-
tions will be necessary ¢ Ye shall reecive power
from on high,” said he, ¢ after that the Holy
Ghost i3 come upon youn; and ye shall be witnes-
ses unto me, both in Jeinsalem and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” Buat peculiar danzers wall assail them :
& All power is mine,’” said heg 2o, and you
shall move uader the shield of Qmuipotence § to!
1 am with vou always, cvea to the end of the
world.”  Thus, making the most comprehensive
provision, and tehinz the whole responsthility of
success on himself, his last word to his witnesses
was, & Go--his Jast act waes to bless and dismiss
them to their work—and the last impression he
left on their minds was, that his church was to be
essentially missionary, or agaressive.

And as this was the last indication of his will
on carth, you know how his fisst act in heaven
carresponded withit,  Let thescenes of Pentecost
attest.  The eternal Spirit himself came down—
came expressly 1o testify of Christ--came to be
the great missionary spirit of the church, to ¢4 cou-
vince the world of sin.¥  You know how the wit-
nesses hegan at Jerusalem, when three thousaud
souls received their testimony.  You know Low
their hesitation to quit Jerusalem and Judea was
gradnally overcome—how a Paul was added, fike
ancw missionary clement infused into their spirit
—and you can conceive how they must have felt,
in the tenns of his new commission o be a witnos,
to the Gentiles, as if their own on1:inal commise
sion had been renewed and reinforeed. You hnow
how they weze divinely allured Jurther and fure
ther from Jerusalem—how vision after vision drew
them on to invade 1he norgklionring territosios of
idolatry—and how, at lensth, when evena Paul
evinced a teluctance to pass the ast liait of Jew-
ish restiiction—when cven he scrupled ts leave
the coniines of Asia—you know liow a vision was
seen fur back in the western regions of idolatry—
the emmblem of Latope~in the person of the Ma-
cedonian suppliant, saying, # Com: over end help
us.?  Busting that last eaclosure, the uttermost
citcle of restrictiony hic was not disobedient to the
hicaventy sisten; and the chirch found itself fuily
committed to uts oty olfice of travensing the
world.

But was there no danger lest the chureh shouid

cety ander the inuence of its old attachments,
%.‘.«t back a lingering louk to Judea, lestit should
debase ond jocalise vedigion by regarding Jerusa.
lem a8 its radlving poind, and tae toznlplc as its
Lome? Judair m, and the place whese for ages it
had dwelty e forthwith swept away 5 houce-
forth but two jarties 21 to b 1eft on the carth—
tae missionary witacssing cliuzch of Chiisg, and
the listening werlle  Thus Ju'ea, which had! been
the goal of the old veligiva, the rostinge place atter
its wandennzs, now breome the steting-poi.t of
the Clisistian chuich, for the race of the world,
‘The old ceonemy had eapected the world to be
snissionaty, oud tosctd toit. The nuw ceonany
requires the chureh o be misvionatyy and to send
to the wosld,  And if the wating .l statienary
character of thit chureh had been embien.ati. ally
sepresented by the bending chermtim en the met-
cy-scat, the new missionay ciureh wes hence-
forth to be represented Ly ancther mighty angel,
fying in the midst of hezven, having the ever-
lasting gospel 1o preach to every nation and Lin-
dred, 2nd tengur, and peopley that dwell cn the
c3tite .
And now, we might have thought, the Savicus

has surely made it sufficiently apparent that his
people are to be his toutnesses to the world, No-
thiny more can be necessary to shew that this
great ohject enters wto the very desisu and prin-
ciple of the church,  But not o thousht the Sa-
viour humselfs  Once more dovs he come forth and
reiterate the truth.  When we might bave sup-
posvd that tus voies would be heard no more—
ongce agan does he come forth, and break the si-
lence of the church 5 awl the subjeet on which he
speaks is the mussionary character of his church.
Not that his chuteh had lost sizht of its office.
His witnesses were carrying their testimony inall
directions,  But asaf the angel having the ever-
lasting gospel did not yet speed on his way fast
ciough to satisfy the yearnings of infinite com-
passion, or as il he feared that angel would stop
ere the whole eath, the last creature, had heard
the gospel tesimony=te came forth personally,
and announced— The Spirit and the bride say,
Came 3 and let him that heareth say, Come 5 ond
I+t himy that is athirstycome 5 and whososver will,
et him come, and take of the water of life free-
1y Oht where is the tongue that can do jus-
tice to the bonndless henevolence of this final de-
ciaration of Christ. What isthe comparison which
can adequately illustrate it?  Picture to your
minds a larze company of travellers, destitute of,
water, while crossing one of the vost deserts of
the cast.  For days previous they have had bare-
Iy suilicient to moisten their parched Jips ;3 but
now their stock is quite exhausted. Onwards
they toil for a time, in the hope of finding a re-
freshing spring, But the unclouded sun above,
and the burming sands beneath, render some of
them unable to procecd—they lie down, never te
rise agnin.  The 1est agree to separate, and to
take defferent directions, in the hope of multiply-
ing their chances of discovering water.  After
long wandersng in thic almost forlomn pursuit, one
of then lints himself on the margin of a stream.
Suking his enraged thirst, he immediate’y thinks
of his fellow-travellgrs. l.ooking around, and.
pereeaving one in the distance, he litts up his
voice, and shouts to him, with all his returning
strengthy to come.  He communicates the reviv-
ing signal to another still further off, and he to a
third, till th~ very extremities of the desert ring
with the cheerinz call to cone.

Brothiren, that desert is the moral waste of the
wotld; those perishing travellers, perishing by
inillions, are our fellow-men; that living spring
is the redemption of Chiist 3 the titst that drank
of 1t was his church s that church, cvery member
of it, directly or mdirectly, is to Lft up his voice
to the world, with the divine invitation to come +
wiale the Spirit of Chnst, speaking through them,
gives the call effect.  Every ons that hears the
call is to transwnit it further stitly tall it has reach-
¢d the very last of human kind, and the world]
cchoes with the welcome sound.

Brethren, such is the seripture theory of the
Chiistian choseh,  Its mainbets awe witnesses for
Christ to the world.  Every place to which their
insttumentality reaches is meant to be a centre
for extending it toa pont further still.  Every
individual added to it ic meant to he an additional
agent for propagating the sound of salvation on-
wards, till a ciain of living voices has been car-
ried around the globe, and from pole to pole, and
the carth grows vocal with the voice of the church
witnessing for Christ.

1I.

Now, if the desizn of the Christian church be
essentially that of a missionaty witness, we may
eapect 10 nd that every paue of its history illus-
trates ond corroborates this « uth.  No law of na-
ture cin be obeyed withoui advantage to him who
obeys its nor vielut dy wathout avenging itself,
and vineaceting its auteoiity.  The same is true
of the laws of the Christian church. And, ac-
cordinzly, we find—szcondly, that in every ageit
has jrospcred of declined just in propostion as it
Bas fultilicd or neglected this primary law of ats
coastitution. This mizkt be demonstrated by an
induction of the gzreat facts of its history. Puton
an oceasioa like the present, we must confine on:-
selves ta general remarks, .
And herey need 1 temind you, that the pesiod
ol its first, 112 greatest acuvity, was the scason of

1ts gieatest presperity 2~thatat expanded without
the aid of any of man’s favourite mstrumcntah‘.;
—leamning, cloquence, wealth, or arms 2—that it
achieved its triumphs in the face of it all 7—that

though Persccution ten times kindl.d her fitss,

S

the blood of the church ton times put them out ?
—that it saw some of its bitterest foes become its
champions and maityrs, and new territories con-
stantly added to its dowmains ?—that its prosress
fiom place to place was mauked by the fall of ido
temples—the hanners of the cross floated over the
throues of idolatry——and God caused it to tiiumnph
in every place?  And why all this, but because
the church was acting in character, answering its
end, fullibingitsoffice, us the witness of Christ to
the world 2

2! had we witnessed the activity of its first
days—had we heard only of its carly history, and
trivmphant progress from and to land—how natu-
rally might we ask, ¢ How long was the church
in completing a universal conquest 7—At whut
precise period did India embrace the faith of
Christ 2—How long was it hefore China was evan-
gelised 2—Was thers no. a ycarof jubilee on carth,
when the gospel had been preached to the last of
the spevies; and in what year did it oceur?  A-
las! fur the church, that these inquiries should
sound so strange ! and alas, for the world! and
alas, too, that the most stiiking historical iVus-
trations of the design of the chuich should be
thuse drawn from its neglect of that desizn!

. Need Eremind you that the cessation of its ac-
tivity was the cessation of its prosperity 7 From
the moment the church lost sight of its appiopriate
character, it began to lose ground to the watld,
Its members, instead of witnessing for God, began
to bear false witness against cach other. When
it ouzhit to have been the almoner of Gud to the
world, it became the great extortioner, absorbing
the wealth of the nations. When it ought lo have
been the centre whenee rediated the Jight of life,
it was the focus, diawing to itsclf the learning
and the vain philosophy of heathenism. When it
ought to have been the birth-place of souls, it was
the grave of picty—so that, in order to live, it was
necessaty o leave it. When its members should
have been the peacemakers of the world, it wasa
camp—the great school of war. When it should
have been checking political umbition, it has been
used as the greot cngine of states. When it
should have been furhishing maity1sto the wosld,
it has itself been a great mortysium, in which to
witness for God was {o burn.  And the strenath
of the chuich, which should have been all put
forth in agaressive ellorts, has been wasted in the
strife of internal discords.

What was the history of the Christian church
—what hes been the history of any branch of that
church, when it has once Jost its essential aggres-
sive character, but the closing scenes of Judaism
enacted over again? What do we sce, in such &
case, but the spirit of picty displaced by the spirit
of discord?  Scribes, Phatisces, and Sadducecs—
the proud, persecuting, and worldly, among its
members? The great doctiines of grace supplant-
ed by outward forms? What do we see but the
Son of God rejected, betrayed for money, deseited
hy his professed disciples, delivered into thehands
of his encmies, recciving the mockery of homnﬁ
crucilicd afreshy and put to an openshame ¥ Whaly'
then, do we sce in that church but fearful signs
of approaching judzm-nts? till, ot lenath, when
it ought to have been vanquishing the world—
the world, like the Roman ariny, ddvances, be-
seizes, and destroy's the church.

But'as every depatture of the church from its
agzrescive design is sure to be avenged, 50 every
teturn to that character has been divinely acknow-
ledged and hlessed.  Had we no facts at hand to
ptove this, the calls which our Lord gave to the
seven Asictic churches tovepent their first works
and his promises of prosperity if they did so, weul
lead us to infer it ; the uniformity of the diyine
procedute would vearrant us to cxpectit 5 the ve-
Ty return itselfy implyving, as it would, a divine
influence, would itsclf be a proof.ef it. But facts
are at hand. The history of every protestant
Christian church in Britain, duting the last fifty
years, demonstrates, that every Tetum to spiritaal
activity is, in so far, a retumn todivine prosperity.
Ascertain the measure of holy activity and devo-
tedness in any church, and yon have ascertained
the measure of its infcrnal prosperity. So thata
percon might, at any time, safely say, €« Tell me
which branch of the Christian church is the most
s~ nturally active ond aggressivein i!uyitit; and
I wall tell'you which is the most prosperons.”

And the reason of this is sufficicntly obvious.
The planct is then moving in its appointed orbit,
the church is then moving in  line with the pur-
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poses of Omnipotence, and in harmony with its
owa principles. Ify before, it had been hampered
with formns, customs, and corruptions, at every ef-
fort which it now makes to mave, some portion of
these old incrustations of evil fall off; a desire to
advance atight sends it to consult the word of God §
a concern to retrieve its past indolence fills it with
a zeal that calls on ¢ all men everywhere to re-
pent ;7 the conversions which ensue furuish it
with the neaus of enlerging its sphere of activity,
‘The existence of all this both proves the presence
of the Divine Spirit in the midst of ity and leads
it to earnest cties for still larger effusions of his
influence 5 and thas, by action and reaction, an
increase of its prosperity leads to importunate
prayer for larger impartations of the Spirit, and
arger impartations_of’ the Spirit nceessarily pro-
duce an increase of divine prosperity.

Brethren, look at the Chiistians and Christian
denominations of Britain at present 3 and say, what
but their activity for God, and the salutary effests
of that activity on themselves, constitute the sign
and means of their visible prospetity? Take
away this, and what single feature would remain
on which the spiritual e%-e could rest with plea-
sae? Theirorthodoxy? That would be their
condemnation ; for, if their creed be seriptural,
activity for Gud is necessary, if only to make
them consistent with themselves, The numbers
they include?  The world outnuinbers them 3 and
it is only by their agsiessive activity, blessed by
God, that they can hope to keep their dispropor-
tion from increasing, ~Their liberality 2 Apart
from this Christian activity, where would he the
calls on that liberality t It is thie which brings
it into exercise, and by exercise augments it,
Their union with each other? ‘T'his activity for
enlarginz the kingdom of Christ is almost the on-
iy bond which, at present, does unite them ; take
away this, and alinost the last ligament of their
cisille union would be snapped. ~Their spirit of
prayer? That has been called into exercise al-
most entitely by means of their Christian activi-
ty ; for, feeling the utterinsufliciency of their own
cadeavoutrs, they have eamestly enireated God to
mabe bare his arm In their hehalf.

Their aggressive spirit, then, in the cause of
human salvation, whether at home or abroad,
forns, at present, the principle sign and means of
their visible prosperity. Amidst scenes of politi-
cal strife, it haa brought to them visions of aking-
dom which is not of this world, Amidst scenes
of ecclusiastical discord, it has provided one stan-
dard, around which all can rally azainst the com-
mon foe. Amidst the icy selfishness of the world
around, it has catled forth warm streams of Chris-

tian liberality. It has given employment to en. |

ergies which would otherwise have been wasted
inthe arena of anzry controversy. 1t has yivena
heart to the chuxaz, stirred its deepest sympathies
for the world, brought large rccessions {0 itsnum-
bers, enlerged its views, and Lrightened its vi-
sions, of the reiga of Christ, illed many of its
m‘:cr_s with a sense of sclf-dissatisfaction of ut-
. dependence on God, of aching want and crav-
desire for something more,and something bet-
ter, than it yet possesses ; so that its loudest pray-
ers are prayers for the promised outpouring of the
Holy Spirit: from all of which we infer, that a
full retum in faith and prayer to the aggressive
design of the Christian church, would be a full re-
tumn to its first prosperity.
(To be conlinued.)

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

Caws, asmall town of Galilee, siluated on a
gentle eminence to the west of Capernaum. This
circumstance distinctly proves how accurately the
writings of the evangelists correspond with the
gogn{hy and present appearance of the country.

ue ruler of Cepernaum, whose child was danger-
ourly ill, besought Jesus to come down and hea!
his son. (John iv. 47-51.) About a quarter of 2
mile from the small and ponr village, (for such it
now is,) on the road from Nazarcth, there is a well
of delicions water close to the road, whence all
the water is taken for the sapply of the inhahit-
ants. At this well, which is supplicd by springs
from the mountains zhant two mircs distant, it s
wsual for pilgrims to halt, as heing the source of
the water which our Saviour, by his first public
miracle, converted into wine. (John ii. 11.) In
consequence of: this miracle, both the Christian
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gular notion that, by drinking copiously of the wa-
ters of this spring, intoxication is produced, This
place is called Cana of Galilee, to distinguish it
from Cana, or Kanah, (Josh. aix. 28,) which be-
longed to the tribo of Asher, and was situated in
the vicinity of Sidon. Here are suewn the rins
of a church, which is said to have been clected
by the Empress Helena, over the apot where the
marriage feast was held.

e ————————————e et
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

{[conTiNUED.]

Tus accession of Constantine the Great to the
throne of the Roman world, in A.D. 306, and his
subsequent conversion to Christianity, {crminated
the pagan persecutions, and brought days of prace
and 3ecurity to the church,  About this time (says
Mosheim,) Comtantine the Great, who had ti-
thetto discovered no religious principles ol any
kind, embraced Christianity, in consequence, as
it is said, of a miraculous cross, which appeared
to him in the air, as he was marching towards
Rome, to attack Maxentius. But that this extra-
ordinary event was the teason of his conversion,
ir a matter that hus never yet been placed in such
a light, as to dispel all doubts and difficulties.
For the first edict of Constantine in favour of the
Chiistians, and many other circumstances thit
might be here alleged, show, indecd, that he was
wc%l disposcd to them and to their woiship, but
are no proof that he looked upon Christianity as
the only true religion: which, however, would
have been the natural effect of a miraculous con-
version. It appears evident, on the contrary, that
ihis emperor consider the other relizions, and par-
ticularly that which was handed down from the
ancient Romans, as also true, and useful to man-
kind 3 and declared it as his intention and desire,
that they should all be exercised and professed in
the empite, leaving to each individual the liber-
ty of adhering to that which he thousht the best.
Constantine, it is true, did not ramain always in
this state of indifference.  In process of tine, he
acquired more extensive views of the exccllence
anuj importance of the Christian religion, and gra-
dually arrived at an entire persuasion of its bear-
ing, alonc, the sacred marks of celestial truth,
and of a divine origin. -lle was convinced of the
falsehood and impiety of all other relizious insti-
tutions ; and, actinﬁ in consequence of this con-
viction, he exhorted carnestly all his subjects to
embrace the gospel; and, at length, cmployed all
the force of his authority 1n the abolition of the an-
cient superstition. It is not, indeed, easy, nor
perha ible, to fix precisely the time when
the religious seatiments of Constantine were so
far changed as to render all religions but that of
Chuist, the objects of his aversion. All that we
know, with cerlainty, conceming this matter, is,
that this change was first published to the world
by the laws and edicts which this emperor issued
out in the year 321, when, after the defeat and
death of Licinius, he reigned, without a colleague,
sole lord of the Roman empire.  His designs, how-
cver, with respect to the aholition of the ancient
religion of the Romans, and the tolerating no other
form of worship butthe Christian, were only made
known towards the latter part of his life, by the
edicis he issued out for destroying the heathen
temples, and prohibiting sacrifices.

The sincerily of Constantine’s zeal for Chris.
tianity can scarcely be donbted, unless it be mzin-
tained that the outward actions of men are ia no
degree a proof of their inward sentiments. It
maust, iniced, be confessed, that the life and ac-
tions of {his prince were not such as the Chaistian
religion demands (rom those who profess o believe
in its sublime doctrines. Itis ggxo cerfain that,
from his conversion to the last petiod of his life,
he continucd in_the state of a catechumen, and
was not received hy baptism into the number of
the faithful, until a few days before his death,
when that sacred tite was administered to him at
Nicomedia, by FEusebius, bishop of that place.
But ucither of these circumstances ave sufficient
to prove that he was not entirely persnaded of the
divinity of the Christian religion, ot that his pro-
fession of the gospel twas an act of pure dissimu-
lation. For it was a custom with man{, in this
century, to put off their baptism to the last hour:
that thus, immediately afterreceiving by this rite

and Tutkish inhabitants of Cana cherish the sin-

the remission of their sins, they might ascend,
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pure and spotless, to the mansions of life and im-
mortality,  Norare the crimes of Constantine any
proof of the insincerity of his profession, sintce no-
thing is more evudent, thou=h it be stranue and
unaccountable, than that many who beliave, in
the finnest manner, the tuuth and divinity of the
gospely vet violate its laws by repeated tiansgres-
sions, and live in contradiction to their own in-
ward pinciples.  Another question, of a ditferent
nature, might be proposed here, viz, Whether.
maotives of a worlilly kind did not contribute, in a
certain measure, to give Christianity, in the es-
teem of Constantine, a preference to all other reli-
gious systems ? It is, indeed, prabable, that this
piince perceived the admirable tendency of the
Christian doctrine and precepts to promote the
stability of government, by preseiving the citizens
in their obedicnce to the reigning powers, and in
the practice of those virtues that render a state
happy.  And he must naturally have observed,
how defuctive the Roman superstition was in this
important point.

‘The doubts and difficulties that naturally arise
in the mind concerning the miracutous cross that
Constantine solemnly declared he had seen, ahout
noon, in the 2ir, ate many and considerable. It
is casy, indeed, to refute the opinion of those who
look upon this prodigy as a cunning fiction, in-
vented by the emperor to animate lus troops in the
ensuing battle, or who consider the narration as
wholly fubulous. The sentiment, also, of those,
who ninagine that this pretended cress was no
more than a natural phenomenon in a solar halo,
is perhaps more ingentous, than solid and convin-
cing. Nor, in the tiurd place, do we thing it suf-
ficiently proved, that the divine power interposed
here to confitm the wavering fuith of Constantine
by a stupendous miracle. The only hypothesis,
then, which remains, is, that we consider this fa-
mous cross 2s a vision presented to the emperor in
a dream, with the remarkable inscription, Mac
VINCE, i, e. In this conquer ; and this latter opi-
nion is maintained by authors of considerable
weight,

After the death of Constantine, which happen-
ed in the year 337, his three sons, Constantine 11,
Conslantius, and Constans, were, in consequence
of his appointment, put in possession of the em~
pire, and were all saluted as empetors and Au-
gusti by the Roman senate. There were yet liv-
ing two Lrothers of the late emperor, viz. Cone
stantius Dalmatius and Julius Coostantius, and
they had several sons. These the sons of Cone
stantine ordered to be put to death, lest their ame
bitious views should excite troubles inthe empire ;
and they all fell victims to this barbarous order,
except Gallus and Julian, the sons of Julius Con=~
stantius, the latler of whom rose afterwards to the
imperial dignity. The dominions allotted to Con-
stautine were Biitain, Gaul, and Spain; but he
did not possess them long—for, having inade him-
self mester, by force, of several places belonging
to Constang, this occasioned a-war between the
two brothers, in the ycar 310, in which Constan~
tine lost his life. Constans, who had received at
first, for his portion, lllyricum, laly, and Africa,
added now the dominions of the deceased prince
to his own, and thus became sole master ofall the
westein provinces. He remained in saion
of this vast territory until the year 350, when be
was cruclly assassinated by the orders of Magnen~
tius, one of his commanders, who had revolted,
and declared himself emperor. Magnentius, in
his turn, met with the fate he deserved; trans~
ported with sage and despaistat bis it success in
the war against Constantius, and :\pgtehending
the most terrible and ignominiouns death from the
just resentment of the conqueror, he lzid violent
hands upon himself. Thus Constantius, who had,
hefore this, possessed the provinces of Asia, Sy-
1ia, and Egypt, became, in the {car 333, sole lord
of the Roman empite, which-de ruled until the
year 361, wiien he died at Mopsucrenc, ou the
horders of Cilicia, as he was marching ‘against
Julian. None of these three brothers 'P;.nmd
the spirit and genius of their father. ey all,
indeed, fol owed hiz example, in continning to ab~
rozate and effuce the ancient supcrstitions of the
Romans, and other idolatrous natioas, tnd to ac-
celerate the progress of the Christian religion
thrdughout the empire. This zeal was, vio dou
laudable; its end was excellent; but, in the
means used to accomplish it, there were many
things worthy of blame.

The floutishing progress of the Christian reli-

gion was greatly interrupted, and the church re.
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duced to thebrink of destruction, when Julian, the
son of Juliug Constantius, and the only remaining
hranch of the imperial family, was placed at the
head of affairs.  This active and adventurous
prince, after having becn declared emperor by the
army, in the year 380, in consequence of s ex-
ploits among the Gauls, was, upon the death of
Coustantius, the year following, confirmed in the
undivided possession of the empire. No event
could be less favouranle tothe Christians. For,
though he had been educated ju the principles of
Christianity, yet he apostatised from that divine
religion, and employed all hisefforts to restore the
expiring superstitions of polytheism to their former
vigour, credit, and Justre.  This apostacy of Ju-
lian from the gospel of Chuist to the worshipof the
ds, was owinyr, patly to his aversion to the
“onstantine family, who had embrued their hands
in the blood of his father, brother, and kinsman
and partly to the artilices of the Platonic philo-‘
sophers, who abused his credulity, and flattered
his ambition, by fictitions miracles, and pompous
predictions, * It is true, this prince seemed averse
to the use of violence, in propagating supersti-'
tion, and suppressing the truth'; nay, he carried
the appearances of moderation and ampattiality so
far, 23 to allow his suljects a full powes of judg-
ing for themselves in religious matters, and of
worshipping the Deity in the manner they thought
the most rational.  But, under this mask of mode-
ration, he attacked Christiznity with the utmost
bitterness, and, at the same time, with the most
consummate deaterity. By art and stratagen he
undermined the church, removing the privileges
that wete granted to Christians, and their spiritual
rulers; shutting up the schools in which they
taught philosophy, and the liberal arts ; encourag-
ing the scctaries and schismatics, who brought dis-
honour upon the gospel by their divisions; com-
posing books against the Christians, and using a
variety of other means to biing the religion of
Jesus to ruin and contempt.  Julian extended his
views yet further, and was meditating projects of|
# still more foumidable nature, against the Chrise
tian church : which would have felt, no doubt, the
fatal and ruinous cffects of his inveterate hatred,
if he had seturned victotious from the Persian
war, which he entered into immediately after bis
accession to the empire.  But in this war, which
was rashiy undertaken, and imprudently conduct-
#d, he fell by the lance of a Persian sol lier, and
expired in his tent, in the 33 yeur of his age,
having seigned, alone, after the death of Constan-
tius, twenty months.

It is just matter of surptise, to find Julian
placed, by many leamed and julicious writers,
among the greatest heroes that shine forth in the
annals oftime 3 nay, esalted alove all the princes
and legisiators that have been distinsuished by the
wisdom of their goveinment.  Such wiiters must
either be ton far biinded by prejudice, to peiceive
the truth § or, they must never have perused, with
any degree of attention, these wotks of Julian
that are still extant 5 or, if n»ither of these be
their cose,y they must, ot Jeasty be imorant of that
which constitut: s true greatness.  The real cha-
racter of Julian has frwv lines of that uncommon
merit that has been attrituted to it for, if we set
aside his geniis, of which his works give no very
high ilea: if we except, morcover, his military
courage, lus love of letters, and his acquamntance
with 1kat vain and funatical philosophy, which
was kuown by the name of noldern Platentsi,
—we shall find nething remaiting, that isy in any
measure, woithy of proisay or productive of es-
tecin. Rosides, the qualitics now mentioned,
werey in him, counteshalanced by the most op-
probiious defects. He was a slave to supessti-
ticn, than which nothing is 2 n.ore evident mark
of 2 nanow souly of 2 mean cud abject spirit. His
thizst of glory and.popular applause wese exces-
sive, even to puenllitys Lis credulity and lovity
sutpass the powers of description 5 a low cunuing,
and a profound Wisskmulption aa duplicity, had
acquired, in Lis mind, the foree of predominant
habits; and all this was accompanied with 2 total
and pericct ignorance of true philosophy.  Se
that. though, in some things, Julian inay be al-
JTowed to have excelled the sons of Constantine
the Great, yet it must be granted, on the other
hand, that ?ne was, in nany respects, inferior e
Constantine liimself, whom, upon 2ll occasions,
hie loads with the most ficentious invectives, and
treats with the utinest disdain,

As Julian zaffccled, in gencial, 20 appeat mede-

tate in religious matters—unwilling to tiouble any
on account of their faith, or to seem averse to any
sect or party—so to the Jews, in particulary he
extended so far the marks of his indulgence, as
to permitthem to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem.
‘The Jews set about this important work; fiom
which, however, they were obliged to desist, be-
fore they had even begun to lay the foundations
of the sacred edihces  For, while they were re-
moving the rubbish, formidable balls of fire, issu-
ing out of the yround with a dreadful noise, dis-
persed botn the works and the workmen, and re-
peated earthquakes filled the spectators of this
astonishing phenomenon with terror and dismay .
This si-,:n.ﬁ event isattested in a manner thatren-
ders its evidence irresistible, though, as usually
happens in cases of that nature, the Christians
have embellished it by augmenting rushly the
number of the miracles that are supposed so have
heen wronght upon that occasion. ~ The causcs of
this phenomenon may furnish matter of dispute 5
and learned men have, in effect, been divided up-
on that pomt.  Ally however, who consider the
matter with attention ~nd parteality, will perceive
the strongest reasons for emhracing the opinion of
those who attribute this event to the almghty in-
terposition of the Supreme Being; nor do the ar-
guments oflered by some, to prove it the effect of
natural causes, or those alleged by others to per-
suade us that 1t was the result of artilice and im-
posture, contain any thing that may not be refut-
ed with the utmost facility.
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BIOGRAPHY.

A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE REV, FRANCIS
ASBURY,

ONE OF THE FIRST GENERAL SUPERINTENDANTS, OR
CISNOPS, OF THE AMERICAN METHODIST EPLS-
CoPAL CHURCH,

Francs Assuny was born near the foot of Ham-
stead Bridge, in the parish of Handsworth, in
Staflordshite, about four miles from Birmingham,
on the 20th or 215t of August, 3745, His parents
being remnarkable for honesty and industiy, were
careful to Wring up their son, their only child
spated to them, in the practice of the same vir-
tues. ‘Thus teught, he, fiom his childliood, wes

rescrved from the sins which abounded around

l:im, and never & dared an oath nor hazarded a

lie.® While very young, at school, where he

wes cruelly used by a churlish master, he was
frequently led to prayy in which excrcise he felt
comfort.

Befure he had attained the age of fourtecn, he
was awakencd, by means of the preyeis and con-
versation of a pious man, whom his mother had
invited to her biouse. He was drawn with the
cords of love, and had pleasure in atlending the
patish church of West Bromwich, where he heard
Ryland, Stitlingflect, Talbot, Bagnall, Mansficld,
Hawes,and Herne.  Reading guod books became
a pleasing part of his employment ; and amongst
the publications which fell into his hands, were
the scrmons of \Whitefield, and Cennick.

The foliowing is his own account of his intro-
duction to the Methodists :—<¢ It was not long be-
fore I began toenquire of my mother, who, where,
and what were the Methodists 7 Shie gave me a
favonrable account, and directed e to a person
who could take mnc to Wednesbury to hear them.
The people appearcd very devout: mcen and wo-
men hneeling dows, saying Amen.  Now, be-
hold they were singing hymns: sweet sound !
Why, strange to tell, the preacher had no prayer~
book; yet hie praycd wonderfully! What was
set more extraordinary, the man had no sermon-
?»ook: thought 1, this is wonderful indeed! 1Itis
certainly a stranze way, but it is the best way.
The preacher talked about confidence, assurance,
&c., of which 2l my flights and hopes fell short.
1 had no deep convictions, nor had I committed
any deep, known sins. At one sctmon, sometime
after, my companion was powerfully wrought on:
1 was excecdingly giieved that 1 could not weep
like him, yet I kiew mysclftode in astate of un-
belief.?

Svon after, he obtained peace with God 3 but,
by the sophistry of his companions, was, for a
season, robhed of-his confidence. ‘This, however,
he soon afterwards regained 3 and being now ha-
bitually happy in the enjoyment of the Divine fa-
vour, which is hetter thun life, he soon began,
though yet astripling, to wany exhost, and en-
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couragf others to flee from the wrath to come, and
to seek that bliss which he himself enjoyed.

At the age of about sixtecn, we find him, alike
regardless or{mscculion emd of toily preaching
the gospel in the countics of Statford, Derbyy War-
wick, Worcester, &c. o8 a Local Preacher. In
the year 1767, he was admitted on trial ; and, af=
ter finishing his twelve months probiation, was re-
ceived into full connexion, In 1771, he.was ape
pointed, in connection with Mr, Richard Wright,
(as Messrs. Boardman and Pilinoor had previous-
ly been,) to assist the woik in Ametica, He
lunded in Philadelplin on the 27th of October, and
immediately conmencd those labours, which
were afterwards so ebundant, unwearied, and suc-
cessful 3 gradually acquiring a great and deserved
influence—which, supported as it was by lis ea-
cellent sense, moderating temper, and entire des
voteduess to the service of Goa}, increased, rather
than diminished, to the end of a protracted life.

The state in which the separation of the United
States from the mother country, left the American
societics, had become a matter of serious concern
to Mr. Wesley.  As most of the clergy of the
chutch of England had left the country, neither
the children of the membets of the Methodist sos
cieties could be baptized, nor the Lord’s Supper
administered aniong them, without a change of
the original plan.  This presented to him a new
case, Jor which it was imperative to make some
novision. Having been convinced meny years

efore, by reading Lord King's account of the pri-
mitive church, that bichops and presbyters aze the
sume order, and consequently have the same right
to ordain, he procceded to incet the case of the
American socieiies, by exercising the episcopal
function, by appointing Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbu-
Iy to be joint superintendants over the societies
in North America ; es ulso Messrs. Whatcoat and
Vasey, to act as cldels among them, by babtizing
aud adwinistering the Lord’s Supper.” In refer-
ence to this p{oceeding, he says, ¢ I tirmly bes
lieve that I am*a scriptural episkopos, as much as
any man in England, or in Europe; for the unin-
terrupted succession 1 know to be a fable, which
no man cver did or can prove,”?

By this provision, Mr. Wesley gave to the so-
cielies in America the form and character of a
church, having in itself all the ordinances.of
Christianity.  For this proceeding he was severe-
ly censured at the time; but the result has shown
that hv was guided by & sound discretion, and
formed a just cstimate of the religious necessities
of that countty. The measure has already been
attended with the most important spiritual bene-
fits to millions of people ; 2nd unborn generations
will, doubtless, detive from it the bighest advans
tages.

In the capacity, then, of a scriptural bishop,
the venerable Asbuty is chicfly ‘o be viewed, for
thitty-one years: a vigilent, se'f-denying, plain,
(in dress and manners,) holy, laiorious, apostolie
man of God. He travelled through seventeen of
the United States, sometimes upon crutches ;at'
also thmuﬁp some of the territories.  During
yeats of his episcopacy, he zttended about two
hundred and seventy conferences, and ordained
about three thousand ministers, and preached a
great number of sermons.  When he was appoint.
cd to Ametica, there were in socicty three bun-
died and sizteen mncmbers—and, previous to his
death, they amounted to upwards of fwo Aundred
and_eleven thousand /! And, although the Lord
made usc of a number of instruments in carrying
on this great work, yet was Asbury jooked up to
as their father and lcader, through the whole of
his excemplary and eminently useful life.

The Rev. Nicholas Snethen, in a fuveral ser-
mon for Mr. Ashury, represents him as a
Max ; and manifesting, in an eminent degree, the
religion of the Holy Bible. A PreacHEn:
having acquired very ample stotes of solid biblical
learning—which he poured forth in torrents of
powerfuly, manly eloquence, to the awakening,
comfoiting, and edification of vast multitudes. A
good Bisuor: being fitted, in o very high degree,
by nature, religion, habit, and concurring circam-
stances, to take the oversight of those infant, but
"nl"idly growing socicties, including their vatious
* cflm hott ill this greatly honour-

After a very shott illoess, atly
ed servant of the Loid died in ::at peace and
triumph, at the house of a friend, of the name of

Atnald, near Fredericksburg, in Virg‘innil, in the
71st year of Lis age, and the 49th of his itinerant
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ministry, ¢ Mark the perfect man, and behold

the uptight, for the end of that man i3 peace %
Watson—Ward.
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1840,

We were not aware, until after our last number
had gone to press, that Mr, Hatis’s sermon, to
which we have ealled the attention of our read-
ers, had been republished at the office of the
Christiun  Guurdian, Toronte. We are glad to
find that it hus been reprinted, and at a very low
price ; and we hope that it will hove an extensive
circuation,

We also take the opportunity of informning our
readers, that a depot of Wesleyen publications,
has been established in Montical, consisting of
flymn Books—Meiroirs—the standard works of
the Connexiony &c.: any of which may be ob-
tained on application to any of the Ministers in
the district.

Taz following is a list of the Stations of the
Wealeyan Ministets in Lower Cunada, as appoint-
cd by the Annual Confercnce, held in Newcastle-
vpon-Tyne, July 29, 1740. ‘These appointinents
are prospective, and will take place after the next

Annual District Meetings.

Quebec—Rev. R, L. Lusher, Rev. J. B. Sclley.
Montreal—Rev. W, M, Harvard, Rev. W. Squire.
Three Aivers—Rev. T. Tumer.

Wesleyville—One to be sent,
R s Tt heai—Rev. 1. Raine and
T. Campbell, Assistant Missionaries.

Odell Town—Rev. J. P. Hetherington,

8t. Armani—Rev. R. Hutclinson, and M. Mac-
donald, Assistant Missionary.

Dwnham—Rev. J. Tomkins.

Shefford—Rev. E. Botterefl.

Stanstead—Rev. R. Cooncy, Rev. H. Lanton,

Hatley and Compton— Rev. J. B. Brownell.

Melbourne—Rev. J. Borland,

New Irelund--Rev. E. 8. Ingalls, Assistant Mis-
sionary.

C’ldml‘{;l, .
+ M. Hawvarp, Chairman of the District.

HaviNG concluded in our last numher the Me-
moir of the Rev, John Wesley, with which is
blended the history of his brother Charles; we
shall occasionally publish such ficts and anec-
dotes of the brothers as we may be in possession
ofyand as may serve further to illustrate their
characters, and the adorable providence of God in
the great work of moral reformation in which they
were employed, and in which they were so emi-
nently successful. A remarkable and most event-
ful circumstance in the life of Chatles Wesley,
not mentioned in our memoir, is recorded by Sou-
they, in his life of John Wesley—which, we doubt
not, will be intercsting to our readers, to th.se es-
pecially who have not met with it before. It is
as follows :—

“ While Charles Wesley was at Westminster,
under his brother, a gentieman of large fortune in
Ireland, and of the-same family name, wrote to
the father, and inquftred of him™ if he had a son
asmed Chatles s for if so, he would make him his
&eir.  Accordingly, his school bills, during seve-
u!'rem, was ducharged by lus unsecn namesake.
At length, a gentleman, who is supposed to have
been this Mr. Wcsley,callcd upon him, +nd after
much conversation, asked if he was willing to ac~
ocompany him to Ireland: the youth desired to
write to his father before he conld make answer;
the father left it to his own decision, and' he, who
was satisGied with the fair proapects which Christ
Church opened to him, chose to stay in England,
John Wedley, in his account of his brother, calls

tited the property intended for Charles Wesley,
and who took the name of Wesley, or Wellesley,
in consequence, was the first Earl of Mornington,
grandfather of Marquis Wellesley and the Duke
of Wellington. Had Chartles mude a dilferent
choice, there might have been no Methodists—
the British Empire in India might still have been
menaced from Seringapatam—ani the undisputed
tyrant of Europe might, at this tiine, have insult-
ed and endangered us on our own shores.”

Leap Year—The present year being called
Bisscxtile or leap year—some explanation of that
astronomical eycle, may not be unacceptable, at
least to our juvenile readers:—The solar year
consists of 365 days, 5 liours and 49 minutes,
which is the time during which the sun is said to
go through the twelve zodaical signs, each sign
comprising 30 degrees of the ecliptic. [t should,
therefore, be observed, that those 5 hours and 49
minutes, which the sun’s annual revolution re-
quires above 365 days, willy in four yeats time,
amount {0 nearly a whole day. Therelore, every
fourth year has 366 days in it, and is called leap-
year, The superadded day in that year is the
29th of February, throughout the British Empire.
it may be futther remarked, also, that the odd 11
minutes, which in this account are wanting ycur-
ly to make up a complete day of 24 hours, are
accounted for in the new style, by leaving out a

whole day once in 133 or 134 years. And it is]

the neglect of accounting for these odd minutes
in the old style above a thousand years backwards,
that has made the difference between the old style
and new 1o be at present eleven days. This arrange-
ment was conttived by Pope Gregoty, in the ycar
1582, in the following manuner:—Since three
times 133 years make nearly 400 years, he order-
ed the additional day to be omitted at the end of
three centuries successively, and to be retained at
the 400th year, or fourth century. Butin thisre-
formation of the calendar, he looked back no fur-
ther than the Council of Nice. This order, almost
all foreign nations observed. Great Britain did
not obsesve it till the year 1752, when it was in-
troduced by Act of Parliament,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

TO TUR EDITOR OF THE WKSLEYAN.

Quesic, September 22, 1840,
Rev. axp Dgar Sia,

Having, per Brilish Queen, received a letter
from one of our General Missionary Secretaties in
London, I beg to send for insertion in your valua-
ble journal, the following extracts, for the infor~
mation of our brethren and friends throughout the
district :—

« Yon will be glad to leamn -that the increase to
the Socictics during the year, in Great Britain
and Ireland, and on the Foreign Stations, is up-
wards of fwenty-two thousand five hundred. The
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Conference, which has just
conclnded, has been & very happy onc.

¢« The Centenary General Treasurer will close
his accounts at the ensuing Conference of 1841
it will, thercfore, be necessary that the contribu-
tions and lists should be sent tous without delay.”

The Misslonary Reports for 1840 bave just ar-
tived, with the magazines, noticcs, tickets, &c.,
and will be scat as carly as possible to the seve-
ral stations. The quarterly. papers contain a gra-
tifying statement respecting our promising mis-
sion in Hayti, (St. Dolbingo,) with a view of our
chapel at Port-au-Plaat in that island, fom‘g‘l{t
s0 much dist‘mgyished by oppression and blood-
shed, and to which the first protestant mission hes
been sent by onr society.

The success which, in the pest year, has at-
tended our favoured xion, in the conversion
of sinners to the faith of Christ,isa Pleuinﬁproof
that ¢ the Lotd God of our fathers” is still with,
us! To him alone be all'the praise! And when

this a fair escape ; the fact was more remarkable
then he wag aware of : for the peison who inhe-]

we remember that 8 portion of the aggregate in-

crease hias been vouchsafed to us in this district
surely we shall ¢ thenk God, and take courage.’

My information on the subject is exceedingly
hmited ; but it appears that the Union beiween
the Dritish and dp er Canadian Confercence has
been dissolved, aad both parties are left to resume
the positions they sevesally occupied previously
to their combination, in the year 1833,

It was the wish of the British Conference that
there should be a fiiendly arrangement as to the
details of the dissolulion ; and a sub-committee
was appointed to assemble in London, for the pur-
pose of conferring with the Rev. Messrs. Egerton
and William Ryerson, on those subjects. The
Committee met, accordingly, on the third of this
month ; but found the Messrs. Ryersons had left
England, in the British Queen, two days before,
leaving a reply to the proceedings of the Confer-
ence ; and a two shilling pamphlet, to be publish-
cd the day after their Jepartuie, by Mr. Tegg.

The entire Wesleyan Committee for Canada
was expected to assemble in a few days, in order
to reccive the result of the appointed Conference,
and to determine on the course to be pursued by
their Missionaries for the future. l}:rhaps, by
your next number, we may be in possession of
their ultimatum, whiech shall be immediately for-
warded to you, ‘

1 am zure you will, with the fiiends of the Re-
deemer in gencral, unite in praying that all this
tnay tend to ¢ the furtherance of the Gospel.”?

Dear Sir,
Yours very truly,
W. M. Hirvarp.

P.S.—The Rev. M, Richey has retumned to
Halifax, N. 8., and the Rev. Joseph Stiuson is
oxivectcd out by the Great Western, which was
to leave England on the 12th instant,

[FOR THE WESLEVAN.]
METHODISM IN HATLEY——OPENING OF A NEW
CHAPEL,

Osg township only lies hetween Hatley and
the province line. The first setilers were from
New England, and, to the present, very few per-
sons ftom the United Kingdom have settled in it.
Great part of the township remains uncultivated :
though, on its principal roads, the clearings zre
large, and the soil is productive. Hatley belongs
to what isnow designated ¢ Hatley and Compton
Circuit.,”  The notice of Methodism contem.

lated in this atticle, refers exclusively to the
ormer place.

Upwards of twenty-five years ago, Ministers of
an Ametican Conference, petiodically, visited this
patt of Canada, and formed socicties.  If any re-
cords exist from which the state of Methodism in
Hatley, at that ime, could be ascertained, they
are nct accessible to us; no authentic information
concerning it can, therefore, he given.

After the American sreachcxs withdrew {rom
Hatley, and until the British Mis.ionaries went
there, it was wery inadequately supplied with
Ql’eaching. The carliest visit of any English

Veslcyan, was in the year 1825. The Rev. Mr,
Turner then resided in Barnston, and came, on
week days, to the neighbouihood of what is now
Charleston Village. He preached, oftea, to 2s
many as could be accommadated in the houses: of
those worthy persons, whose door was opened to
admit the scrvant of Christ, and such o5 were de-
sirous of heating the gospel from his lips. The
actual benetit of these cflorts cannot he correctly
known. Though no such results followed the
word then yeachied, as were surprisingly seen at
the first Pentecost in Chiistian times, we cannot
deny but it might have beca as the seed of bread
cast upon the waters, which is found, and frutful,
after many days. Subscquently, the Wesleyan
Missionarics generally, who were stationed in the
Stanstead circuit, came to Charleston village and
its vicinity.  The first class was formed in 1831,
by the late Rev, John Hicka, It consisted only of
a small number: but its formatien gave to these
¢¢ two or three” the form of a church, to which
the Lord’s Supper was administered quasterly.

In 1835, tie Rev. Mr. Rain regulatly preached
in Hatley; mt, from vericus causes, glelhodi;m
bad retrogradads the members-of society were
scatteredy anat the classteguired o be reorganised,
This being dutic, its fird plase of meeting was in
the village; but, for the convenience of those

members whe resided in the north pait of the
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town, it frequently assambled in that locality.
The Lotd having sent forth more fabourers, and
the prospects in Hatley being encomaging, m
1836 My, Rain was stationed in the township.
He tabouted farthfully, but amid many discou-
ragements,  However, the society had sv increas-
ed by the fall of the yenr 1847, as to remler it ne-
cessary to divide the classe  The division was ju~
diciously accomplished § one portion has continted
to meet in the village—the other, and larger, ut
about two miles to the noith of its  About three
years since, another class was foimed at the head
of lake Massiwippi, which ot first consisted of only
six persons,  Fortnight preachime, on a week day.,
has been given to a small congiesation in that
lace 3 and, thiough the blessing of God, the num-
er an society has been raised to seventeen.

In the fall of 1838, a_camp meeting was held
in Hatley, which Jasted five days, and was at-
tended by at least three thousand people.  Imme-
diately upon the close of its scivices, political
distmﬁanccs atose—by which the country was so

reatly agitated, that the society teceived no ad-

ition at that time. Very recently, Almighty
God has vouchsafed to the township an unusual
degtee of the gracious influence of lus Holy Spi-
rit.  Some, who have long had a name among
the people of Giud, have consequently been quick-
ened to greater diligence in Chnstian duties, and
have attained to a corresponding degree of Clinis-
tian holincss and comfort. gA few, who were
backslidess in heait, have been restered to the joy
of God’s salvation 3 while sevetal have been une

uestionably « twmined from darkness to light, and
rom Satan unto God.,”?  These funush scriptural
evidence that they $have redemption through
the blood?* of Christ, “even the forgiveness of
sins.”  ‘The congiegations, also, have been larger
than usualy and have mamtested gieat attention to
the word of hfe.  ‘The members have enzaged i
all our meetings with exemplary zeal and encon-
saging profit.

40, that all men might know
His tokens Lelow,
Our Savivur confess,
And embrace the glad tidings of pardon and peace.”?

A few wecks since, a fourth class was formed,
consisting chiefly of those who, about that time,
hecame desitous ¢ to flee from the wrath to coine”
In general, they now profess to ¢ have obtained
like grccious faith,” ond are sceking ¢to walk
worthy of their vocation.”  Six years ago, there
was no Methodist class in Hatley—now. there are
four clusses, comprising eighty-two members, in-
cluding those who live in the south-west extre-
mity of Compton, but whose place of worship is
the old niceting-house in Hatley ; and for that
reason are reckoned as above. “There are two
Sunday Schools, in which there ate seventy chil-
dren; and a Ladies? Missianary Society, whose
contributions last year amounted to £4 16s. 3d.

The Wesleyan congregation in Hatley have not
until now been privileged with any convenient
place in which to mect.  Being unanimous in the
apinion of the desirableness of crecting a chapel
for themselves, they readily offered of their ability
towards it ; but soon found, that without pecunia-
ty assistance from beyond the limit of the town-
u{ip, their wishes could not be realised.  Appli-
cation was made 10 several persons in the swr-
rounding parts, and in Montreal, who very gene-
rously afforded their gratefully eppreciated help.
The building was soon conmenced, and for some
wecks it advanced rapidly. Hopes were enter-
tained that it would be finished last winter, but it
was not; now, however, it is completed. The
neatness of the structure, and the excellence of
the work, compensates, i some messure, fo. pro-
tracted expectations,

The dimensions of the chapel ave 40 fect 6 in.
by 31 feet, with an end gallery for the chuir. It
is sufficiently large for ordinary purposcs, is justly
admired by persons of architectural taste, and isa
deautiful omament io the village in which it
stands. ..

This clegant chape! was opened for Divine ser-
vice an Friday the I1th instant. The dedica-
tory Seimons were rreuhcd by the Rev. Mr.
Lusher, of Montreal, and the Rev. Mr. Cooncy,
of Stanctead. The scrmons were exceedingly
appropriate, tichly cvangelical, and truly Wes-
feyan. ‘The attendunce was good: every part
of the chapel being crowded to excess. The
interesting audicnce listened with evident grati-
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fication to the discourses—from which, it is
hoped. they will derive abundant profit.  In the
evening a prayer-meeting was held, which proved
a season of good 1o those who were present;
and thus closed a day which will be long and grates
fully temembered by the Methodists of Hatley,
E. DorTERELL,
Charleston Village, Sept, 12, 1810,
e ]
LITERARY NOTICE.

Sreetas Evionts von Tux Sovis or Mun, Jus-
TIFIED, AND OBSERVLES 0F SLCI BFFORTSy AD-
MosisuEDy~—in a Discowmss dedvered in St
Ame Street Chapel, Quebery by W, M, Han-
varp, Wesleyan Methodist Minister.  (Pub-
hished at the request of the Quarteily Meeling.)
Second Edition.—Quebee : Frinted and sold by
W. Netlson, Gazette Office 3 and e, be biad
ot the Wesleyan Ministers, or thiough any
Bookseller, i Upper and Lower Canada Price
one quarter of a dollar,

We are glad to find that a second edition of this
wmwst seasoneble and excellent discourse has heen
called for.  Although we eannoty perhaps, quite
agree with the respected author when ke states,
that, ¢ T'o more than threc-fourths of the human
family, even the idea of a Supteme Creetor, is
perfectly unknown 3 the view which he hes gi-
ven of the actual and unquestioned state of man-
kind in all ages and in all parts of the world, os
well in what are called Chuistian, as in literally
hieathen lands, taken in connection with the na-
ture and immortal destiny of the human sou ; ex-
hibits, most scripturally and impressively, the ne-
cessity which eaists, especially on the part of the
ministers and members of the Church of Chiist,
for the diligent use of means, ordinary and extra-
ordinary, and for ¢ efforts,” strenuous and spe-
cialy to promote the conversion and salvation of
men.  On this subject Mr. Harvard says i—

“ Bat to return to our melancholy review, of
the deplorable state of the unconverted pait of
mankind,  Making a due allowagce for the lovely
exceptions of virtue and morality ; which, by the
unsohicited restrzints of Divine Grace, are found
among them ; how unconcealable, and how fla-
grant, are the abominations, of the general rule!
Let us spare you, any more than the mete enun-
meration, of their pride, venity, and frivolity—
their deception, falsehood, over-reaching, fraud,
and dishonesty—their drunkenness, gluttony, and
debauchery~—their vatious descriptions of unkind-
ness, cruelty, unmercifulness, and murder !'— thear
irreligion, dnlidelity, ungodliness, cnd impiety!
(Ephes. vo 3-6.) "Can you conceive the vast
amount of provocation, thus offered to ¢ High
Heaven PP—from ane single town only— fiom one
single habitation—fiom one individual human
heait 7 < Ihewrath of God is revealed from heg-
ven, ogatnst’® them. (Col. iii. 63 Rom. i. 18.)
Very olten, a transgressor, the most hateful, dies,
to use a coimmon expression, ¢ like alamb.? This,
thercfore, however fondly chosen, cannot be safe-
ly taken, as 2 just critetion, of the ctetnal portion
of a departed sonl! But, how frequently do the
mental agonies of a dying sianer, but too probably
betoken the approximating runishmcnt, of bis fi-
vingsins! 1t is computed that more than six hun-
dred human beings, leave this wasld, evesy hour!
Aud if men, generally, die as they live—fearful
must be the eternal consequences, of the mortali-
ty, cven of one single day !*?

\Who can read this, and believe what he thus
reads, himself enlightened and converted, and nat
oniy ¢ justify,” but recommend and co-operatein
those ¢ special efforts” which the zealous and coa-
sistent part of the Christian Church are making,
by foreign and domestic Missions—Bible, Tract,
and Sunday School institutions—special religious
services and ordinances for prayer and exhorta-
tion, &c.—to call the attention of thoughtless
multitudes to the great concerns of salvation and to
the dutics 2nd obligations of religion 7—who would
not be willing to be regarded and denounced dy
the scoffer and wmere formalist, as an enthusiast

.
»

e ey

and a fanatic, if by such co-operation ond exers
tions, he may promote the conversion of but one
“sinner from the error of his way—save a soul
fron death—and hide a multitude of sins

‘T'o those ¢ observers of such efforts,?” as object
to the eumest manner in which certzin religious
meetings and services are conducted, because, ac-
carding o their views, they do not compart with
the apustolic ingunctiony ¢ Let alt things de done
decently and in order,’*—this discourse will fur-
nish afictionate admonition ond seasonable ad-
vice: shewing, that «“mcay have been,” and
many more may be, “snatched from the mouth
of the liony by an uncommon, though not unlaw-
ful way 3 and furnishing ample ¢“justification,
at least, in behalf of an oceasional, and unforbid-
den variation, from the ordinary method of placing
the remedy Divine before the sin-diseased chil-
dren of men.??

We cordially recommend this pious and able
discourse to our readers genetally, and to those
especially whose love of Christian order may lead
them to doubt the propriety and usefulness of those
mectngs end services which are denominated
s special ctforts.?

e ———————————————

WESLEYAN INTELLIGENCE.

WESLEYAN CONFERENCE,
1840,

Arour a century has rolled away, since evane
gelical Christianityy as preached by the Wesleysy
visited, among other places in the noith of Eng-
land, the important town of Newecastle-upon-
‘Tyne. Many were ¢ the colliersof Newcastle,”
who were “ghe scals of their ministry?? on earth,
as they will be “the ctown of their rejoicing in
heaven. Vast changes in our secial and political
condition have swept over the land since thoss
days, revolutionizing the fice of nature and of 50~
ciety. But fostered by no: a few congenial influ-
ences, and tiunphing over such as have obstructe
ed its expansion, Wesleyan Methodism hassur
vived cvery vicissitude, and is, at this moment,
rekindling the attachiment of its disciples in those
large and influcntial districis of the north, which
are enjoying, for the first timne, the benefits of tha
General Conference. €It is certainly,” as on
correspondent remarks, ¢¢on interesting coinci-
dence, that the first Confercence of the second
Centenary should have been convened, for the
tirst time, in a place-which, next to London and
Bustol, was among the very first to teceive and
profit by the evanglglical labouts of the founders
of Methodism.”® The gratifying account which
we are enabled to furnish, of the cordial welcome
which our Neweastle and other friends have given
to the members of the Conference, as well as of
the deep interest felt in its proccedings, cannot
fail to convince the entite Wesleyan family of the
wisdom of the arrangement which included News
castle-upon-Tyne in the list of towns distinguish+
ed by this mark of confidence teposed in their
loyalty, and devolion to the interests of the bedy.

Vast and varied are the moral and spiritual he-
nefits accruing to 2 district, from the religionssey-
vices, and other highly interesting meetings con-
accted with the annual 1evasion of the entire pro-
ceedings of the Conneaion at home and abroed,
To the preachers themselves, the discussions,
which are wont to arise on a vatiety of questions
of the deepeat interest to the Christian patriot and
philanthropist, cannot fail t prove edifying and
instructive, by 2¢ once reanimating the purest zeal,
and enlarging their acquaintance with < the th
pertaining to the kingdom of God.” The spint
thus enkindled, quickly propagates itself from one
social circle to another—leavening, hy degrees,
the entire mass of the people,  Scarcely less vae
luable are the advantages accruing to those intel-
ligent and puhlic-spitited laymen, from all parts
of the kingdom, who make it a point of J:a.ty,
pleasurable though it be, to give the mecting an-
nually to their esteetned ministers, for the mutual
benefit of conversational intercourse with them,
end mote especially for the more formal inter-
change of thoughtand speech at those open Com-
mittee meetings, designed to render lay influence

co-operative with ministerialy in the promotion of
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the common good. There is one impression of
surpassing value forced on the mind of preachers
and people, at these annual sittings for the care-
ful supervision of the system of Wesleyan Me-
thodism in all its operations : and that is——a per-
fect conviction, not unzccoxpanied with a saluta-
Ty sense of awe, that, as 2 disciplinary system of
Teligion, its true moral and spiritual purposes are
{aramount to every other consideration, and are
ept steadily in view by an adaptation of means
to ends, such as few religious communities enjoy,
and such as human wisdom, aldne and unaccom-
panied hy the guiding hand of Provideuce, could
never have suggested. .

The sketch of the Committce of the Auxiliary
Fund wiil be read with interest, as showing an
increased disposition on the part of the Connexion
to do justice to the strong claims of humanity.
It is gratifying also to be assured, that “a very
considerable increase has taken place in every de-
partment of School oyerations among the Wesley-
an Methodists.” Debts on chapels have, it will
be seen, been happily etinguished, through the
j}({)int efforts of I'rustees and the Centenary Chapel

elief Fund, to the amount of £37,139 8s. 8d.
The augmentation of our foreign Missions, with a
corresponding increase of expenditure to, and even
beyond, the point of our present available pecu-
Riary resources, gave rise to an animated discus-
sion, and an emphatic appeal by Dr. Bunting to
the liberality of the Connexion——an appeal, which
will, ere long, we trust, be effectively responded
to. The integests of the Theological Institution
may be safely confided to the growing conviction
every where felt of its supreme valuc.

The Conference, we observe, have expressed
their affectionate sympathy and condolence with
their esteemed ex-President, the Rev. Theophilus
Lessee, on account of his unavoidable absence
through indisposition. Few minds would have
shared the hallowed joys of the present Confer-
ence with a more infense relish than his. They
have also done themselves honour by their choice
of the Rev. Robert Newton, to preside over their
deliberations—2a man, whose fair fame an entire
nation has stepped forward to place beyond the
reach of calumny ! Into what abler hands, we
may also ask, could they have devolved the du-
ties of the Secretaryship, than those of Dr. Han-
nah, and his associate, the Rev. John Bowers 2—
London Watchman.

Froym the ¢ Minutes? of the Irish Conference,
which have just reached us, we heve great plea-
sure in selecting some additional particulars.

‘The number of members in Society, in Ireland,
is 27,047 ; and the emigrations during the past
year, have amounted to 600. The total amount
of the Yearly Collection is £794 2s. 2d. ;—the
contributions to the Preachers’ Auxiliary Fund
are £292 18s. 9d.;—the collection towards the
Education of the Preachers’ Children is £357 53.
10d. ;—the Chapel Fund Collection, £432 6s. 5d. ;
and the Missionary Collection, £4,809 17s. 6d.
~TItid.
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
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STATE OF THE JEWS.
{concLUDED.]

4. Posen.—During our late mission, we visited
Mmany counttics of more romantic beauty, and link-
ed in with higher and holier associations than the
dreary plains of Prussian Poland ; but we do not
think we visited one spot, which called forth from
us a deeper interest in the lost sheep cf the house
of Isiacl. There are upwards of 73,000 Jews
scattered over the Grand Dutchy of Posen, for-
merly part of unhappy Poland—now more happi-
ly situated under the sway of the Protestant King
of Prussia. 1In the town of Posen itself there are
ahout 8,000 Jews; and in all the towns and villa-
ges of the country, there is always a considerable
portion of Jews. We never stopped at a village,
even to change horses, without inquiiing after Is-
rael, and always hcard that there were some find-
ing a shelter there.

The King of Prussia is most favourable to the
cause of the conversion of Israel. He and the
Royal Family are annual subscribers to the funds
of {he missionary schools there ; and there is no
doubt, that if pcrmission were granted to minis-
ters of the Church of Scotland to labour among

the Jews, they would be authorised to preach in
the parish churches on the Jewish sabbath.

The state of the Jewish mind is peculiarly in-
teresting here. Twelve years ago we were as-
sured that the Jews turned away from the gospel
with hatred and conternpt. But now they seem-
ed convinced that the Talmud is false, and that
Christianity is probably true. They have nospi-
ritual conviction of sin, and of their need of 2 Sa-
viour ; but they are willing that their children
should be brought up in Christian schools, and are
themselves willing to hear the preaching of the
gospel. Let them alone for twelve years longer,
and they will rush forward into the deep pit of
German infidelity.

The London Society have put forth most suc-
cessful efforts in this province. There are seven
missionary schools under their care, maintained in
different towns, where Jewish children receive a
common Christian education. It is, indeed, a re-
markable providence that the Jews should be wil-
ling 1o send their children. The number of schools
could easily be doubled, if funds were provided.

A still more remarkable door is open to us in the
way of preaching the gospel. There are three
excellent missionaries of the London Society ;
and the one of them, who is a licentiate of the
Prussian Church, has the privilege of preaching
to hundreds of the Jews and Jewesses in the pa-
rish churches. If the Prussian ministers were
faithful men, and their flocks really Christian, the
end might be attained without inissionaries, The
plan proposed by Cappadose, of throwing open the
churches to the Jews on certain intimated days,
might then be adopted. But as long 2s the pure
truth of the Reformation is despised and unknown,
the light must come from another quarter; and
who can tell but, in bringing light to Israel, we
may bring light and life to the dead churches of
Prussia also. We feel deeply persuaded, that a
man of faith and of apostolic spirit would find a
noble field for exertion among the Jews of Prus-
sian Poland ; and, in his hours of depression and
anxiety, he would find a sweet solace in the.bo-
som of the few believing families who love the
Lord, and love his servants. We found ourselves
more than once in the genial atmosphere of those
affectionate believing families of which Krumma-
cher speaks; and we found them bomes indeed.
Another important fact is, that the. gualifications
for the Jewish missionary bere are far from being
of a formidable character. To be an accomplished
missionary in Palestine, a knowledge of Hebrew,
Arabic, Geyman, and also Spanish and Italian,
are almost imdispensable ; but in Prussia, a res-
peciable knowledge of pointed Hebrew, and the
ability to speak and preach in German, are all the
absolute requisites. A knowledge of rabbinical
lore is not so needful as in other places; what is
chiefly wanted is, a lively, affectionate preacher
of the searching law of God, and the blessed Gos-~
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Such a man, cast-
ing aside the controversial style altogether, and
speaking plainly and directly to the consciences
of the Jews, might, we are persuaded, be the in-
strument, in the hand of the Spirit, of awakering
and converting the great mass of the Jews in that
interesting province.

5. Smyrna.—This station, from the mercantile

character of the people, is of easy access, and has
regular intercourse with Europe. An English
Consul and many English families have their re-

sidence in the town, or in the neighbouring viila- | P

ges. The white stones of the Jewish 'urying-
ground, on ihe face of the hill, as you sail up the
gulph and approach the town, indicate that this
has been a residence of Israel in many a past ge-
neration. From the earlicst ages till the present
day there has been a race of Jews in the city.
"The importance of the place, as a missionary sta-
tion, consists in existing circumstances—quite in-
dependent of the interest which every Christian
naturally attachces to-the site of one of the seven
churches, and to the grave of Polycarp. A mis-
sionary would here have freedom to labour among
a population of at least 9,000 Jews, and this an
increasing population. The state of their minds,
too, is interesting : for a considerable number are
already aware of the peculiar doctrines.of Chris-
tianity, and have shown a desire o inquire into
them. There is but one labourer on the spot—and
he is not a regularly ordained minister, but only a
missionary—to converse with, and show kincness
to, his brethren of the house of Izruel. There is
a constant influx of Jews from aii parts of Asia
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Minor, and the coasts; chiefly in the course of
business—sometimes in the course of a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. In this manner there might
be access to the 1000 Jews of Rhodes; and even
something done for the vast population of Saloni-
ka, the ancient Thessalonice. The qualifications,
also, of a missionary to this station would not re-
quire to be very great ; and the expense of living
is much smaller than at Constantinople. A house
rent here is £40 at an average ; whereas in the
latter place, £100 annually is very commonly de-
manded for the most moderate-sized dwelling.

The only formidable obstacles are,the difficully
of supporting converts ; and the power which the
Jewish body have from the government to excite
persecution aiainst any of thedr brethren who re-
ceive the truth.

6. Constaniinople.—The vast importance of this
station is, its immense population of Jews. They
are so spread throughout this amazing city, and
so little visited hitherto, that their exact numbe
has not been ascertained; but the general belie
is, that they amount to about 80,000 souls—aly
sitting in ¢ the region and shadow of death,” and
never visited by the great Light that has arisen
on us. This field may be said to be quite unoc-
cupied; for though there are two labourers on the
<pot, one from England, and another from Amer-
ica, yet their efforts have scarcely been aggres-
sive. This mass has not been penetrated by a
single missionary : no Jonah has gone through
this city of dense multitudes, to tell them of the
¢ Son born to us.” ’

The general state of mind can scarcely be as-
certained ; but the sponfaneous visits which not a
few have paid to the missionaries, (many of them,
it is true, moved only by worldly motives,) prove
that an opening among them would be a very
probable event: and thus, too, acccss would bo
obtained to alarge and scattered population on the
Dardanelles, and the adjoining region: such as
Bruse, where are said to be 6,000 Jews ; and Is-
mid, (Nicomedia,) where 1000 reside. The mass
of this population is Spanisk Jews ; but it is inte—
testing to know, that, as it were on the skirts of
this field, there are about 1000 German Jews, and
some hundreds from Italy, who really seem to
welcome the visits of a missionary, because quite
separated from the influence and society of their
Spanish brethren. We were repeatedly assured,
that s€hools might be established among these with
every probability of success. 'Not least interest-
ing are the Caraite Jews. There are of these
tabout one hundred heads of houscs. They are
disliked, and often persecuted, by their Talmudi-
cal brethren ; and on this, as well as other grounds,
have rather a kindly feeling to Christians. In-
tercourse with them would, in all likelihood, be-
come free. They are far less ertificial in their
character than other Jews. Their worship is sim-
ple. They sit on the ground during most of the
service, having cast off their shoes on entering
the synagogue ; only standing up at particular
parts of the service. Before they dismiss, their
rabbi gives them an exposition, or discourse upon
a passage of scripture—pointing out its bearingon
their duties in life. Though not learned in gene-
ral, yet they have less superstition than their
other brethren ; and as they reject the traditions
of the fathers, and appeal to the simple word of
God, there seems, in their case, every thing that
might invite the approach of the messenger. of
eace.

The obstacles here would be, the inteiference
of the government, if the bigoted Jews chose to
complain of converts : which they did some yeais
ago with too great success. The dillicully of sup-
porting converts would also be felt here. But
with these exceptions, there is every thinz to in-
vite. Of course, there might arise bitter opposi-
tion on the part of friends, if any converts were
made ; but this is an event which takes place
wherever there arve sou®s converted, and is not
peculiar fo this place. ¢ Henceforth there shall
five in one house be divided, three against two, -
and two against three: the father shall be divided.
against the son, and the son against the father.”
e __

MARRIED,

On the 7th Scp‘ember, by the Rev. Thomas Tumer,
Mr. Arthur Dulmege, of Bherrington, to Miss Jane
Boyd, of St. Valentine.

At Inverness, L. C,, on the 8th September, by the
Pes. E. S. lnéuus, Mr. George Davidson, t:: l{diu

Eliziocth Hoggae
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MATERNAL AFFECTION IN THE GUAHIBO
MOTHER.

(From Humboldt’s Travels in South America.)

A ceraniTic rock on the western bank of the
Atabipo, called the Piedra de la Guahiba, or Pie-
dra de la Madre, commemorates one of those acts
of oppression, of which Europeans are guilty in
all countries, whenever they come into contact
with savages. In 1797, the Missionary of San
Fernando had led his people to the banks of the
Rio Guayiare, on a hostile excursion. In an In-
dian hut, they found a Guahibo woman, with three
children, occupied in preparing cassava-flour.
She and her little ones attempted to escape, but
were seized, and carried away. The unhappy
female repeatedly fled with her children from the
village, but was always traced by her Christian
countrymen. At length, the friar, after causing
her to be seyerely beaten, resolved to separate her
from her family, and send her up the Atabipo, to-
wards the Missions of the Rio Negro. Ignorant
of the fate intended for her, but judgingﬂ)y the
direction of the sun, that her persecutors were
catrying her far from her native country, she
burst her fetters, leaped from the boat, and swam
to the left bank of the river. She landed on a

. rock ; but the president of the establishment or-
dered the Indians to row to the shore, and lay
hands onber. She was brought back in the even-
ing, stretched upon the bare stone, (the Piedra de
lai\’ladre,) scourged with straps of mantee leather,
which are the ordinary whips of the country, and
then dra to the Mission of Javita, her hands
bound bebind her back. It was the rainy season,
the night was excessively dark—forests, believed
to be impenetrable, stretched from that station to
San Fernando, over an extent of eighty-six miles,
and the only communication between these places
was by the river ; yet the Guahibo mother, break-
ing her bonds and eluding the vigilance of her
guards, escaped under night, and, on the fourth
morning, was seen at the village, hovering around
the hut which contained her children. On this
journey, she must have undergone hardships from
which the most robust man would have shrunk;
was forced to live upon ants, to swim numerous
streams, and to make her way through thickets
and thorny lianas. Aund the reward of all this
courage and devotion was—her removal to one of
the Missions of thie Upper Orinoco : where, des-
pairing of ever seeing %er beloved children, and
refusing’all kind of nourishment, she died, a vic-
tim to the bigotry and barbarity of wretches blas-
phemously calling themselves the ministers of a
religion which inculcates universal benevolence.

MUTUAL DUTIES AND‘RESPONSIBILITIES OF
THE CONJUGAL STATE.

(From Dr. A. Clarke’s Commentary.)
Ephesians v. 22-25.

Wives submit yourselves wnio your own hus-
bands.]—As the Lord, viz. Christ, is the head or
governor of the church, and the head of the man :
sp is the man the head or governor of the woman.
This is God’s ordinance, and should not be trans-
gressed. The husband should not be a tyrant,
and the wife should not be the governor. Old
Frahcis Quarles, in his homely rhymes, alluding
to the superstitious notion, that the crowing of a
hen bodes ill luck to the family, has said :—

1l thrives the hapless family that shows
A cock that’s silent, and a hen that crows:
1.know not which live most unnatural lives,
Obeying husbands, or commanding wives.”

Husbands love your wives.}—Here is a grand
rule, according to which every husband is called
to act: Love your wi{c as Christ loved the church.
But how did Christ love the church? He gave
himself for it—he laid down his life for it.  So,
then, husbands should, if necessary, lay down
their lives for their wives; and there is more im-
plied in the words than mere protection and sup-
port: for, as Christ gave himself for the church
to save it, so husbands should, by all means in
their power, labour to promote the salvation of
their wives, and their constant edification in right-
eousness. ,

Thus we find that the authority of the man
ever the woman is founded on his love to her—and

this love must be such as to lead him to risk his
life for her. As the care of the family devolves
on the wife, and the children must owe the chief
direction of their minds, and formation of their
manners, to the mother—she has need of all the
assistance and support which her husband can give
her; and if she performs her duty well, she de-
serves the utmost of his leve and affection.

TEMPERANCE.—Cyrus, king of Persia, was so
temperate in his youth, that when Astyages, his
grandfather, urged him to drink wine, he answer-
ed, “Iam afraid lest there should be poison in
it—for I have perceived, that when you have
drunk of that liquor, you have talked you knew
not what, and could not stand upon your legs.”
The director of his household asking him one day,
what he would please to have for his dinner :
¢ Bread,” said he—=¢ for I intend to encamp near
the water.”” This shows the power he had over
his appetite, as well as over his soldiers ; and
that he was fit to command others, who could so
well command himself.

The people of Rome complaining to Augustus,
¢ that wine was dear,” he sent them to the foun-
tains of water, telling them, ¢ they were cheap.”

Ruins oF BarLsec.—We measured two of the
stones near ithe south-west corner, in the south-
west wall, One of them was sixty-seven feet
long, nearly fonrteen feet broad, and nine feet
thick ; the otner was sizly-four feet long : we
could not measure the breadth and thickness.
There i8 a third stone, apparently of the same di-
mensions. These are, Kerhaps, the most ponder-
ous masses that human hands, or human machine-
1y, ever moved into a'wall: and here, they are
between twenty and thirty feet above the founda-
tion.—Dr. Richardson.

SpiLLING THE SaLT,— Some have supposed that
the popular superstition of its being unlucky to
overturn the salt-dish, originated from the circum-
stance of Leonardo da Vinci having represented
Judas as spilling the salt, in his celebrated picture
of the < Last Supper.”” Thia superstition, howe-
ver, was derived from Pagan Rome, where the
salt-dish was a holy platter,in which the firstlings
of the feast were offered to the gods, and which
was actually ornamented with the figure of some
divinity. Hence, to overturn the altars or ima-
fes of the gods, was naturally esteemed ominus.

n proef of the accuracy of this account, the tes-
timony of Livy, Horace, and Stotias, might be
produced.

DeatH’s Door.—The ancients believed that
the soul, when it was about leaving the body,
made use of the mouth for its passage. Whence,
Animam in_primo ore, or in primis labris tenere,
is to be at Death’s door.

Tue Emperor Severvs died at York, Februa-
ry 5thy 212. In his last moments, turning to his
attendants, he said—¢ I have been all, and yet
am now no better for it.” He next called for the
urn in which his ashes were intended to be depo-
sited ; and earnestly looking at it, said, ¢ Thou
shalt hold what the whole world could scarcely
contain.’””> Soon after, he calmly breathed his
last.

Dr. Jonnson’s Opinion oF Lorp BoLINBROKE.
—&——A scoundrel! who spent his life in char-
ging a pop-gun at Christianity ; and a coward !
who, afraid of the report of his own gun, left half
a crown to a hungry Scotchman, to draw the trig-
ger after his death.”

SELECT MAXIMS.

THe Christian does not pruy to be delivered
from glory, but from vain glory. He also is am-
bitious of glory, and 2 candidate for honour; but
glory, in whose estimation ? honour, in whose
judgment? Not of those, whose censures can
take nothing from his innocence—whose approba-
tion can take nothing from his guilt—whose opi-
nions are as fickle as their actions, and their lives

es transitory as their praise—who cannot search

his heart, seeing that they are ignorant even of
their own. The Christian, then, seeks his glory
in the estimation, and his honour in the judgment,
of Him alone, wha

% From the bright empyrean, where He sits,
High thron’d above all height, casts down hiy eyc,
His own works, and man’s works, at once to view.”’

Murmur at nothing :—if our ills are irreparable,
it is ungratefnl ; if remediless, it is vain. But a
Christian builds his fortitude on a better founda-
tion than Stoicism; he is pleased with every
thing that happens, because he knows it could
not happen, unless it had first pleased God, (at
least to permit it to happen,) and that which
pleases him must be the best. He is assured that
no new thing can befall him ; and that he is in
the hands of a Father, who will prove him with
no affliction that resignation cannot conquer, or
that death cannot cure.

He that can please nobody, is not so much to be
pitied, as he that nobody can please.

A perfect knowledge of the depravity of the
human heart, with perfect ypity for the infimities
of it, never co-existed but in one breast, (that of
our Saviour,) and never will.

If men have been termed pilgrims, ané life a
jonrney, then we may add, that the Christian pil-
grimage far surpasses all others, in the following
important paiticulars :—in the goodness of the
road—in the beauty of the prospects—in the ex-
cellence of the company—and in the vast supe-
riority of the accommodations provided for the
Christian traveller, when he has finished his course,

We are ruined, not by what we really want,
but by what we think we do. Therefore, never
go abroad in search of your wants: if they be
real wants, they will come home in search of you;
for he that buys what he does not want, will soon
want what he cannot buy.

This world cannot explain its own difficulties,
without the assistance of another.— Colton.

EXTRACT FROM MELANCTHON.

In necessariis unitas.—In things necessary let
there be unity.

In dubiis hbertas.—In things doubtful let there
be liberty.

In omnibus caretas.—In all things let there be
charity.

e ______]

POETRY.

SUN-RISE.

In customed glory bright, that morn, the Sun
Rose, visiting the earth with light, and heat,
And joy; and seemed as full of youth, and strong
To mount the steep of beaven, as when the stars
Of morning sung to his first dawn, and night
Fled from his face; the spacious sky received
Him, blushing as a bride, when on her looked
The bridegroom : and, spread out beneath his cye,
Earth smiled. Up to his warm embrace, the dews,
That all night long had wept his absence, flew ;
The herbs and flowers their fragrant stores unlocked,
And gave the wanton breeze that, newly woke,
Revelled in sweets, and from its wings shook health,
A thousand grateful smells ; the joyous woods
Dried in his beams their locks, wet with the drops
Of night ; and all the sons of music sung .
Their matin song—from srbourcd bowers, the thrush,
Concerting with the lark that hymned on high.
On the green hills, the flocks, and in the vale,
The herds, rejoiced ; and, light of heart, the hind
Eyed amorously the milk-maid as she passed,
Not heedleas, though she looked another way.
. POLLOCK.
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