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CANADIAN EMANGIPATION

AND

COMMERCIAL UNION WITH THE UNITED STATES.

—

APRIL 1880.

————

Proposed Conference between {amada and the
U. 8.—~The all important question of a commercial
union between Canada and the U. S. is being consi-
dered by both Governments, and an agreement has
been arrived at between leading men of both countries
that a conference should take place without delay, to
determine on what basis, mutually acceptable, this
union should take place.

The Journal of Commnerce of Montreal has published
the statement that Mr. Wharton Barker, whose letter
we have inserted in our last issue, has made the fol-
lowing very important declaration : ¢ that both Sir
“ John A. McDonald and Hon. Alexander Mc¢Kenzie
¢ had written to him, and led him tothelieve that the
“ Dominion Government are ready to appoint, on their
¢ side, members of a joint commission.”

Mr. Barker has not confined his negotiations to
Canadian statesmen. After conferring with the Hon.
John Welsh, the late Minister of the U. S. to Great
Britain ; with the President of the National Board of
Trade, Mr. Feely; and with leading members of the
Senate and the House of Representatives, he has put
the matter before the Hon. Mr. Evarts, Secretary of
State, and has discussed with him the mode of forming
.8 committee of five to meet five representatives of
Canada.
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The United States Government will be represented
on the Joint Conference by Mr. Evarts, the Secretary
of State, one Senator, one member of the House of
representatives, and two citizens selected by the Pre-
sident. We have yet to learn who will have the
appointment as representatives of the Canadian Gov-
ernnent. :

We have the greatest cor:lidence in the practical
results of such a conference between representative
men of the highest eminence in both countries. The
absurdity of erecting a Chinese wall between two
countries whose interests are so intimately connected
together is glaring. How it could have stood so long
in this enlightened age and on this progressive con-
tinent of America will be the wonder of future ages.
% The idea of preventing all commercial intercourse
between Canada and 50,000,000 of prosperous Amer-
icaus, conveniently located on three thousand miles of
our borders,is something like madness; but when this
policy is coupled with the determination -to deviate
our trade from its natural channels to seek British con-
sumers of our goods, three thousand miles away across
the Atlantic, then no possible excuse can be found for
our folly.

At last we are coming to our senses,and it is none
too soon, for we are well-nigh driven to bankruptcy,
both public and private, under what has been rightly
termed the lmperial Policy, which consists in building
up the Empire at the expense of Canada. To make
things even, we must now be allowed to reverse the
proposition and to build up Canada at the expense of
the Empire. No true Canadian should be found adverse
to this last proposition.

The N. Y. Berald favors Commercial Union with
(anadia,—The New York Herald publishes the follow-

ing letter from Mr. Wharton Barker, the well-known
Philadelphia banker, and the Executive of the United
States Industrial League, the most powerful political
organization in the neighboring republic.
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Privapereais, March 8.

To the Editor of the New York Herald:

The action of the delegation from Boston, before
the House Committee of Foreign Affairs, brings the
question of a reciprocity treaty with Canada before the
country with prominence. I do not see how any
American, on either side of the border, can help feeling
the relations of Canada and the United States to be one
of the largest questions, for the consideration of each
nation. Neither Canada nor the United States has
any other neighbor so near or so important, and
neither will permanently succeed in any arrangement
to overreach the other, for both are fully awake to the
gubstantial advantages and disadvantages of any
arrangement that can be made.

That Canada is notsatisfied with the present status
of our relations seems sufficiently clear. There is similar
dissatisfaction among those in the United States, whom
either business interests or more careful retlections
have excited to take an interest in Canada. We see
with some concern that every point of contact between
the countries is becoming & point of irritation, and
that their relations, so far from improving by the
closer acquaintance of this age of railways and
telegraphs, are growing distinetly worse. The recipro-
city treaty, the new Canadian tariff, and the fisheries
settlement have all left behind them results ofill
feeling.

Now the state of irritation, even apart from any
worse results which might spring from it in a moment
of political passion, is certainly an unfortunate condi-
tion of public sentiment, and I think all far-seeing and
patriotic men on both sides of the border would be glad
to have matters put upon a footing which would leave
us no open questions to distract our mutual peace and
confidence. Some Canadians and some Americans, I
am sorry to say, look to the renewal of the Reciprocity
Treaty as an adequate adjustment. I regret this,
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because I can see no prospect of the adoption of such a
treaty, or of its permanence in case it were adopted.
No reciprocity treaty could be framed which would
put an end to the necessity of our maintaining a
Customs frontier on our north; nor would any such
measure involve a proper and permanent settlement
of the fisheries dispute. If it were carried in our Con-
gress it would be by a party victory, which any great
change in the political situation would terminate, and
it is not only the manufacturing and naturally protec-
tionist portion of the United States which would help
to terminate it, but also the agricultural States of the
West.

Some few persons on both sides of the border sug-
gest the political union of the two countries as the
only adequate solution of the difficulty. I am far
from agreeing with them that this is necessary, while
T am sure Canada would be welcomed into the Union
as an equal if she came, Without making the two
countries one political sovereignty, perhaps without
even rending those ties to the Mother Country which
are dear to many Canadians, it would be possible to
effect such a union of the commercial interests of Can-
ada and the United States as would set aside all those
occasions of dispute to which I have referred. If the
two countries had a common tariff, with the seaboard
line as a common and only Custom House frontier, and
a distribution of Custom House receipts proportioned
to their population, the question of the purely politi-
cal relations of the two countries might be left to settle
themselves,

Such an arrangement, I feel assured, would not be
effected on our side by any purely partisan vote. It
would be accepted by our v hole people as o finality, .
and carried by universal consent. It would leave no
fisheries question to settle. It would throw open our
coasting trade to the people of the Lower Provinces.
It would remove the line of demarcation across which
capital now refuses to flow but across which emigration
continues. Without infringing on the field of politics,
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it would make us one people in the great work of
developing the resources of a new continent, and build-
ing up free, prosperous, and happy communities in the
New World. When the people of Canada express their
desire for such a commercial union it can be; but the
preliminary steps must be taken over the border,

(Signed,) WHARTON BARKER.

In answer to this most important letter, the New
York Herald completely endorses the views entertained’
by the writer, in the following remarks: “ We print a
communication frow a Philadelphia bankar, advocating
a better understanding between the United States and
Canada in the matters of trade. We should be glad to
see a new reciprocity treaty, but a better measure -
would be a customs union or zollverein, making the
two countries one in commerce, although separated
politically. Canadians might have to pay higher duties
on imported goods than they do at present, but the
advantages they would enjoy in our markets would
more than compensate them. They have uses enough
for increase of revenue in paying their debts and com-
pleting their public works. Both countries would
escape the annoyance and expense of a Jong line of cus-
tom houses, and the evils of smuggling across the
border. Commercially the advantage to the United
States would be equivalent to the annexation of the
Dominion, while either country would continue to
enjoy the form of government which it prefers.?

Our Custom House Revenue under Commercial
Union.—The first objection made to a commercial
Union of Canada with the U. S. is the loss of the
custom house revenue, derived from the American im-
portations, now yielding some $5,000,000 annually.
This would necessarily paralyse the Ottawa Govern-
ment, already short of means to carry out the public
works now in course of construction.

This objection, formidable at first sight, vanishes
away after a short enquiry into the facts of the case. It
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is proposed to abolish all custom hcuse lines between
the two countries, all entries of foreign goods being .
made at the Atlantic and Pucific seaports. The receipts
would be pooled and a division made on the basis of
population. Now, putling our population at ten per
cent. of that of the U, S., what would be our custom
house revenue at this moment ? |

We find that the custom house receipts of the
neighbouring republic for the last year have been $133,-
395, 228. Ten per cent. on thatsum wou!d give Canada
$13,389,622. The trade and navigation returns for
189 give us a total custom house revenue of $12, 939,-
940. So that, assuming that Canada would not contri-
bute a cent, our share of the pooling would give us a
net surplus of $399,982. And admitting that our
importations would continue as formerly, which is quite
likely, the surplus thus obtained would give Canada a
net total yearly increase over present custom house
income of $1,693,930. So that the objection of a
decrease of revenue is not only without foundation in
fact, but it is shown, on the contrary, that a considerable
increase of revenue would be the result of a commer-
cial union with the U. S.

What Kind of Protection we may Expect from
Great Britain,—The Anti-Canadian party is constantly
harping un the great advantages we are called to reap
from British connection. In case of neced, the immense
treasures and power of the Mother Country would be
at our disposal. The Imperial Government would not
hesitate an instant in spending millions upon millions
for our relief, regardless of the cost, however great.

Well! we know that no covntry in the wide world
has the wealth and power which is accumulated in the
British Isies. deveral thousand millions of pounds
sterling are represented by the wealthy population of
Great Britain. 1t is well known that large land hold-
ers have for their private use a higher income than
the whole revenue of the Government of Canada.

Now let us see how much of this great wealth is
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being applied to help the starving Irish, their fellow-
citizens. The private subscriptions in Great Britain
amount to about $500,000, and the Linperial Parliament
proposes to lend money, on easy terms,for farm improve-
ments. In fact, the United States and Canada are
doing more, 80 far, to relieve the famishing population
of Ireland than Great Britain herself, with her nume-
rous millionaires and wealthy classes.

Aithough three thousand miles away from the
heart-rending scenes of the starving Irish people, who
are actually dying for want of food, we feel more
keenly their awful sufferings than their very fellow-
citizens, who are almost at hearing distance from these
famine-stricken districts.

It that isthe kind of relief that Great Britain gives
to her own citizens, what could we colonists, across the

. sea, expect from the Mother Country ? Qur experience

8o far teaches us that the British, Parliament never
gave us a cent when any great calamity visited our
shores. And at this mowment, the very money which
is being wrenched from the poor laboring classes of
America to relieve their British relatives and friends
in Ireland, will ultimately find its way to the coffers
of the British treasury tnrough the government tax-
gatherer.

When the French Parlianment met some weeks ago
their first vote was a preliminary grant of five millious
torelieve their poor. But the Imperial Parliament, more
practical, is only willing to lend money on easy terms,
trusting to the charitably-disposed persons all over
the world to feed Ireland’s starving people. This pass-
ing the hat round, by the wealthiest nation on ear th,
is thL: meanest sight which humanity has conter-
plated for some years. And, when we are told by
gushing loyalists in Canadi that Great Britain would,
in case of need, help us with her hundred miliions in
men and money, we have a right to point to her own
starving people, as the kind of treatment any Cana-
dian in his senses can fairly expect trom the million-
aires and wealthy classes of Great Britain.
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The Uniteq States ape Cur best Marl(et.~Unc1er

€ operation of the Reciprocity Treaty Canada hag
been most. Prosperous, Every article Produced by our
farmers, from an ege to an ox, found aready market in
the neighboring republic at the highest market price,
0 ocean freight, insurance or duties were deducted
from the profits of the farming community, American
dollars and cengs Were to be found ip the pockets of
€very working man in Canada, At one time we

2
that the Canadian farmens have beep obliged to pa

Barley 6,498,444 bushels. §0.15 ber bughe], Duty $914.166
Wheat $88,514 € 0.20 it 197,703
Rye.... " 404,207 ¢ 0.15 ¢ 60,630
Peace . 716,255 c 0.10 ¢ 53,758
AY¥.eiien.. 15,400 tong 20 per cent, 21,575
Maje, 614,199 bughels, 20 « 79,958
Wool., .7 2,264,666 Ibs, 0.10 per Ip. and 11 per cent 303,020
Cheese __ . 1,641,248 « 6.04 per Ip. 65,650
Butter ] 183,650 0.04 31,346
8heep.... .. 223,822 heads. 20 per cent, 121820
Cattle ... 17,650 ¢« 207 61,712
Horses. . ... 12,213« 20 < 197179,
Deals... 333,363 thousapg 1t.2.00 per mi], 667,826
—_—

Daties paid on 13 AL e $2,896,243
\

The few who do not believe in Teciprocity main-

Tepublic amounteq to 552,113,001,889 for fourteen
articles only as follows .
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Wheat........ 420,122,000 buqlle]s Hay....... . 39,608,276 tons.
Corn.......... 1,388, 13 000 Horses. ..... 10 9%8 700 heads.
Oatg...oueaenn. 41% 000 000 ¢« Mules....... 1,713 160
Barley ........ 42,000,000 « Cows..ovues. 11,826,400 ¢
Rye .o .a..e . 23,842,790 “« Cattle....... 21,408,100 «
Buckwheat..., 12,241,820 s Sheep....... 38,123,800 ¢
Potatoes....... 124,126,650 “ Swine..... . 3476L140 <

How can our small exportations affect the price of
these immense agricultural products? It is evident
that, whenever we sell a bushel of corn or a head of
cattle on the other side of the line, the Canadian
farmer has to pay the duty to get his goods there.
Therefore we are now paying nearly $3,000,000 on our
exportations to the United States. The moment we
conclude a commercial union with our neighbors we
are the gainers for the whole amount, and probzbly for
ten times more, for there will then be a demand for
our products, which is now made impossible on account
of the present prohibitive duties.

The Grievances of the €olonial System.—Gentle-
men who have never thought of the embarrassing

position in which they stand as colonists ask us what
our grievances are. We will mention a few of them:

1. Canadians are mere subjects, not citizens, of
Great Britain.

2. Canadian goods are prohibited from the foreign
markets of the world, when English goods are
admitted at a ten per cent. tariff.

8. Canadian interests are not represented in the
British Parliament.

4. Canada can at any moment be involved in war
against theunanimous will of her people, by the foreign
policy of Great Britain.

6. Canada has no enemies, and nothing to fear for
herself, but she may have fo bleed and suffer through
the numerous and powerful enemies of Great Britain,

6. In case of invasion, it is the well-known policy
of Great Britain to leave Canada to its own defence
and to the tender mercies of the invaders, at our own
cost in blood and treasure.

. We have to expend year after year millions of
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money for g costly military establishment, fo rtifi-
cations and stores, to provide against the enemieg of
Great Britain,

8. Our railwaysang canals, through imperial infly
ence, are built for military apg imperial purposes,
instead of following the shortest, cheapest and best,
Toute for the trade of Canada,

S Iong as we are a colop Y of Great Britain, we
cannot have the Very important advantage of free
trade and commercisl union with the Uniteq States.

As colonists we are powerless tq attend to our
OWn commercig] treaties with foreign countrieg,

Our Governor-General, Privy Coungi], Senate
and Houge of Commons aye deprived of self-goverp.
ment, being placeq under the immediate control of the
Colonial offige in London, where the solemn delibep.-
ations of the Canadian Government and  Parliament
are submitted to the consideration of g few depart-
ental clerks for approval,

12 Our best military men are Prevented, as ¢olo.
nists, from reaching the higher ranks in the army,
specially reserveq to British officers with ne know-
ledge of the Wants or habitg of our country.

13. As long as we are 2 colony there ean be none
of that nationg] $pirit and freedom of action, so esseq.-
tial to the Prosperity of 4 progressive people.

anada now cap offer no fitting rewarq to the
devotion ang ability of hey Mmost distingnisheq citizens,
by their appointment tq those elevateq Positions, in

the gift of oy independent nation.
15. After o century of Colonial System, we find
ourselves g b:mkrupt people, with 4 huge debt, every
Yyear INCreasing, thyg establishing the utter failure of

erhaps these considerationg will be considered
Sufficient, if not, others wil] pe Presenteq

remp L
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Imperial Federation is a Dream.—It is admitted
by all, who have thought anything about the subject,
that Canada can not long remain a mere colony, but
that in the natural process of development and the
filling up of the country, will come a demand for some-
thing broader and freer than a dependancy. Probably
it will yet be shown that the b2st way to head off
annexation will be to make Canada an independent
nation.

At the same time there are those who look for-
ward to Imperial federation as the remedy for colonial
restlessness, although Tmperial federation would
simply mean that Canada, for the sake of sending a score
or half a score of répresentatives to London, where
their voice would be drowned from the opening to the
end of the chapter, even assuming that they all voted
the one way, must be ready to bear its share of
England’s foreign wars, in which the people of this
country have no earthly interest, and must resign
such .freedom of commercial legislation as it already
pussesses; in a word, Imperial federation would make
this country another knot in the Jingo tail.

That the Canadian tariff does not meet the appro-
bation of the English people is well-known, and we
may depend upon it, that the very first thing the
British Parliament would do would be to repeal our
semi-protective tariff, and make it conform to the prin-
ciplés of free trade. But in addition to this there is
really no community of interest or of feeling between
the various colonies which it is proposed to confede-
rate. They have little or no commercial dealings
with cach other, and the people of New Zealand are
certainly not yearning to be tied up in a bunch with
the people of Australia, nor those of Canada with
either.

We have plenty to do to take care of ourselves,
and no one can consider the extent of the country, the
richness of its soil, the salubrity of its climate, the
unbounded mineral wealth awaiting development, and
the hardy, vigorous races that form and will form its
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Population, Wwithout Permitting: the mind to dwel] in
pleasant anticipationg of its future greatness.” Byt ir
anada is tq tecome grent i will not be by any
scheme of Imperia] federation, which woylqg put the
TePresentatives of this country in the British Parlia-
ment relatlvely in the Position Occupied by the repre-
Sentatives of Prince Edwarg Island 5pq British
olumbia jp the Dominion Parliament, Imperig]
ederation jg a dream iy which some theorists ind ulge,
and a dregp, the realization of which would dwarf and
stint the growth ang Progress of oyuy Country, insteaq
of €Xpanding a5q deve]oping 1t.—Toronto Telegram.

The Pacifie Railway js Puvely Impeyjaj Work.—
If the leaders of the  Opposition had in them
Libera] o Nationa) Principle aggq grain of mustard seed

there woyiq be a field on which, not only night they
give battle with advantage, but it would be glike
their interest and thejyp duty tq fight again and again,
ti they hag thorough]y Impresseq their ease upon

ion Politica]] Y & Province wijz, which it has, geogra-
Phically ang €Conomically, po Connection, js -, purely
Imperia] work, undertaken Solely in the Interest of
the Imperia]ist party in Gregt Britain and here, of
whose ambition it i, the most eXtravagant offspring,

ritish work it ;g not, for of the People in Gregt
Britain, not onein g hundreg thousang have a wish ora
thought oy the subject, and if they understood the pro-
Jject they woulq know that it Was a part of genera]
policy which, Isat thig moment, taking the , ead out of
their mouths, ang 4Zainst which the coming electioy
will see them in arms, T, Canada it means g gregt

Wwithout Profit or advantage of any kind. Hera then,
e repeat, is the battle groung for a patriotje Opposi-
tion,

But the Patriotic Opposition ig not less deeply
Committed to the Pacifie Railway thap the Government,
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though it is committed more by want of moral courage
than by conviction, and has shown its consciousness of
the real character of the undertaking by a halting
feeblencss in the prosecution of the work. The late
Finance Minister has received knighthood virtually for
his co-operation in the Tmperialist scheme.

The Bystander in the above remarks has exactly
appreciated the situation. Knighthood is invariably
the reward of services rendered not toc Canada, but to
the Empire ot the expense of Canada. And it will be
g0 as long as our public men must look to the Imperial
Government for advancerment, and a fair recognition
of their services. Canada, as a colony, has nothing to
give, either in money or honorific distinctions. An
independent nation alone can have them:.

Sir Richard Cartwright and our Relations to the
Empire.—In answer to the budget speech, Sir Richard
Cartwright, referring to the national policy of Sir John
A. Macdonald’s government, said : ¢ I believe, sir, that
no one thing could have been introduced into Canada
more likely to foster and encourage a spirit of annex-
ation than these hon. gentlemen’s policy. (Hear, hear,
and cheers). I believe nothing could have occurred
which would have given greater leverage to every man
who desires to break the connection between this
country and Great Britain. I say mo possible reply
from an economic staud-point can be made to the
arguments of these people so long as we preserve a
protective system ; and I know perfectly well that not
a few of these hon. gentlemen’s advisers support and
aid them in their course because they believe that will
be the inevitable result. (Tear, hear:)

I warn them thatif the next harvest should prove
to be an unfavorable one they will run a great risk,
for which they alone will be responsible, but which it
will be impossible for them to control. It is possible
that goed may come out of evil. It may be that the
conduct of these hen. gentlemen in excluding British
manufactures, in practically setting at defiance the
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whole policy of the Empire, may lead g 4 considers-
tion of the better termg of our relationg to the whole
British Empire, (Hear, hear.)”

No doubt the question of gy relations to )¢ Bri-
tish Empire 0Ust be considereq without delay. (yqn-
ada has out-grown the colonig] System, ang requires
the fu]] gy unrestricted control of hep OWn nterestg,

he Prevailing imperia] Policy, which has overshg.
dowed the free action of every Canadiay administra.
financia] disaster. What the People will jngigi upon
BOW 15 a vigoroyg nationg] policy, with nq other inte-
Tests to advance than those of this great Dominjon,
As colonists e shall always be the “ whijte trash ” o
free Amerig,,

upon which the Whole of oy commercig] policy ig
based. We assume that the commercia] interegt, of
Canada is Capable of being S€parated from that of the
continent of whjep, she forms Part, and that it i Possi-

€ and desirghle Permanently ¢, treat the People on
the other gige of the line, not only poIiticaHy but com-
mereially, a5 o foreign nation. Thig ig the creeq of
both the Political Dbarties, ang those whe dissent from
it are denounceg by both. We dissent from it pet.
withst:mding their denunciations, believing it to be
at variance with the laws of Rature. Tt ig our con-
Viction thag Canadg, never can hope to enjoy her fy]j
Ieasure of Prosperity. devige what fisca] Systems yoy
Wwill, til] ghe is freely admitted to the markets of heyp

its capital, ti]] jqg Commercial Jife TUnS unimpedeq
through hep veins, Ag t, a system of commercig]
iso]ation, Whether it suits othep countries op not, it
assuredly wil] pot 8uit her. Her climate 18 too Rever,
and unvaried, hey range of Production ig too Jimited,

€I markets are to, Contracted, hey frontier is toq long.
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The United States are not a country, they are a con-
tinent, so vast in extent, and embracing such a variety
of climate, soil and products, as to be almost an economi-
cal world in itself. Manufactures are now highly
specialized, and without a large market they cannot
succeed, while some are so costly and scientific that only
a great and wealthy country can be their seat.

A motion in favor of reciprocity, made by an indi-
vidual member of Congress, has created the impression
that the new tariff has brought the United States to
.their knees. We are convinced that this hope will
prove unfounded. Toa complete measure of reciprocity,
such as would abolish the Customs line and constitute
acommercial union, we believe the people of the United
States are perfectly veady to accede. To a partial
measure of reciprocity, such as has already been
tried and has broken down, we believe that they are
resolved not to accede. But the present experiment
must be fairly tried. It is the logical outcome of the
general principles of policy now established, embo-
died in a tariff framed evidently with care and in
honest fulfilment of the election pledges of the Gov-
erment. If it fails, the main question between Com-
mercial Isolation and Commercial Union will present
itself with renewed force, and any one who pretends
to the name of a statesman will have to be prepared
with a distinct answer.— Bystander.

The Canadian Plantation. —The continent of Amer-
ica has now a total population of very nearly 100,-
000,000-of free people, enjoying the greatest possible
liberty, urder seventeen disxtinct republican govern-
ments. The Dominion of Canada stands alone, the
dependency of a distant land, three thousand miles
away. across the stormy billows of the Atlantic.

As long as Canada is a crown colony, placed under
the departmental administration of the London Culo-
nial Office, it is simply preposterous to claim that our
people are in the full and unrestricted enjoyment of
self-government.



staff of distinguished and costly governors, Ministers,
legislative Councillors apg memberg of Parliament,
Above thege again ig the federy] Organisation it}

trolled powey of the onial Office, Whatever our
Municipa], Provineial ang federa] Magnates may decide
to be in the interest of Canada, they don’t amount to

land on the shores of the Mississipi. Going through
the plantations, We Saw to what state of degradation
the coloreq beople hag been reduced, by the curge of
Ameriean bondage,

1€re were go many fellow-hejp gs of al] ages, clad

With a few Jards of goiJeq cotton, living on the coarsesy

B€parated, never 4, meet again,
nee on the farm, ney associations wepe made



AND CoMMERoIAL UnioN with THE U. S. 81

between men and women, so as to secure the largest
possible increase of the breeding stock, each new head
having a marketable value. They toiled and worked
from early morning to late at night, with no other
prospect than the possible relief of an early grave.
The more intelligent would sometimes conspire to
redeem their liberty, but the distant sound of the
master’s whip would scatter their councils. The most
determined agitators would bow the lowest, smile the
sweetest, and speak the loudest of the blessings of
slavery, whenever the master came in sight.

This was a great crime, perpetrated under the eye
and with the countenance of the government of the
United States. Why ! even the word of the Gospel, in
the hands of unworthy ministers, was distorted with
the intention of justifying the crime of slavery.
Under these powerful influences the colored people of
the South without education, means, crganisation or
brains, remained in their degraded position, till the
war of emancipation made every one of them a free
man. They could not help themselves.

But what can be said of the white population of this
Great Dominion, men of brains, education, means and
influence, the descendants of the two proudest nations
in the world, and who nevertheless have not courage
enough to emancipate themselves from the degrading
bondage of colonial dependency. True,our slavery is
not that of the Black of the Southern States, but 1t is
a moral servitude, and a subjecticn to the dictates of
the colonial department of a foreign country, over
which we have no possible control. Although for cen-
turies we have been proprietors of the soil of Canada,
still, as a people, we are not in possession of our own
territory. Canada does not belong to the Canadians, but
to the people of Great Britain and Ireland.

We, the inhabitants of the Dominion, we are part
and parcel of the chattels of this great plantation.
The master’s whips, placed in the hands of a superin-
tendent, disguised under the pompous title of governor-
general, is heard plainly enough, during the delibera-
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tions of the Privy Council, over which he presides.
And the well-known subserviency of his ministers to
his supreme will, however injurious to Canada, can
only be explained by the fear of its vigorous lashes.

Just as in the southern plantations of old the more
intelligent will sometimes conspire to redeem their
liberty, but the distant sound of the master’s whip will
scatter their councils. The most determined agitators
will bow the lowest, smile the sweetest, and speak the
loudest of the blessings of colonial dependency, when
ever the master comes in sight.

No, as long as Canada will submit to imperial
supremacy over its free deliberations and the best
interests of its people, we cannot pride ourselves on
the noble prerogatives of self-government. We have
seen the emancipation of the Black in the United States,
but we have yet to see the emancipation of the White,
in the crown colony of Canada.

The Rock of Imperial Customs Union.—It is
scarcely credible th:t Sir Alexander Galt can be going
to England to run his financial reputation on such a
rock as an Imperial Customs Union. How can a
Customs Union be practicakle without an identity
both of commercial interests and of financiul ~situation ?
These communities not only are scattered over the
whole globe, but differ from each other as widely as
possible in their productions, their commercial and
industrial circumstances, and their financial require-
ments ; New Zealand, for instance, having the largest
public debt forits population in the world, while other
colonies.have scarcely any debt at all.

Besides this, there would be difficulties of princi-
ple at the outset; Victoria being Protectionist, while
New South Wales is‘ Free Trade. What woul
Canada individually gain by any such arrangement
She would, of course, be called upon to repealher t ri
and to admit English manufactures free. This would
be the very first condition of the agreement. On
the other hand, is it conceivable that the English people
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would consent in the special interest of Canada to
deprive themselves of American food, or even of Nor-
‘wegian pine? What but altercations and misunder-
standings could be expected to arise from such an
attempt ? The bond of nature which connects us with
our Mother Country will remain unbroken for ever, if
the politicians will abstain from entangling it with
their artificial ties.

The Cause of Emigration from Canada,— The
Toronto (l.be in a late article says: ¢ Last Tuesday
morning an emigrant train left Ottawa, and by the
time it reached Cobourg there were four hundred and
forty-seven persons on board bound for Dakota and
only three for the Canadian North-West. Canada is
losing the very ower of her hardy young men.”

The Globe appears to ignora that this emigration from
Canada has only just begun, when it is well known
that for years the older Provinces have been the breed-
ing grounds of the United States. There are at this
moment one million of our fellow country men who
have been driven ont of Canada for want of a patriotic
policy, based on the sole interests of the Dominion,
and irrespective of sentimental considerations for the
empire. Last year 31,000 left for the U.S,

The Globe with its mighty influence has always
been hostile to such a policy, and 18 mainly responsible
for the misery which 1s forcing the people from their
homes, in search of remunerative employment in the
United States.

When Mr. Wharton Barker addressed to the Hon.
Geo. Brown the remarkable letter published in our
late number, and proposed to Canada, in the name of
the United States Government and people, all the
advantages of a Commercial Union, that proud Senator
did not even condescend to insert in his daily paper
this most important document. Instead of manfully
meeting the issue, he had the unfairness of refusing to
this letter the light of publication, so that Ontario
ghould not be perverted by the diffusion of such a per-
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nicious doctrine, as the Commercial Union of Canada
with the 60,000,000 mighty and prosperous people in
the neighboring republic.

But truth’ will out, whether the Globe and its man-
agers like it or not. The people of Canada are not to
be led to bankruptcy by designing men, whose only
ambition is to promote to our detriment the interests
of a foreign country. We waxit and shall have Canada
for the Canadians. Let those who are ashamed to own
themselves as Canadians return from whence they
have come. They have kept us back long enough, and
it is full time we should be left to ourselves, to work
out the great destinies of this proud Dominion, un-
tramelled by its worst enemies. Let the Empire take
care of itself, but we Canadians are bound to look to
Canadian interests alone.

The Commereial Game called Loyalty— We have
sarely not come so far withoutlearning the rights and
duties of citizens with regard to matters of opinion.
We are all bound to render loyal obedience to consti
tuted authorities and existing laws, but we are all at
liberty, and even, to the extent of cur knowledge and
capacity, called upon to discuss established systems
and suggest needful change. Ancient institutions
rested on the divine right of kings, heaven-descended
or priest-anointed, or upon some other superstition
which naturally shrank from the light. Modern insti-
tutions rest on the assent of public reason, and the test
of that assent is free discussion. Decisive experience
has shown that the modern foundation is stronger than
the ancient, and that liberty of thought and speech,
instead of being the promoter of violent revolution,
is, in fact, its surest antidote.

What constitution has been more freely debated
than that of the United States or-is more rooted in the
attachment of the people ?  For what constitution were
greater sacrifices ever made than were made for this
in the Civil War? That people who frankly advocate
change must be bent on bringing it about by viclence



AND Couyerciar Union wite THE U. S. 85

or intrigue is not only not true but precisely the
reverse of truth. Under despotism everybody -is
tongue-tied, and everybody conspires.

That the ccwmercial policy of Canada must be
discussed nobody will deny, and it is impossible to
discuss her commercial policy to any purpose without
taking into corsideratipn her external relations, actual
and prospective—trying, in a word, to forecast her
destiny. The policy which is being pursued by the
present government in extending the Pacific Railroad
to British Columbia assumes at every step the truth
of a hypothesis as to the ultimatedestiny of the country
which very few 1en in private maintain, which some
men who a”- .t to maintain it in public, in private
very frankly discard,

In the debate on this point the Canadian press of
all shades of opinion has, on the whole, been faithful
to liberty, though the traces of a long reign of literary
terror have not disappeared. The results of Liberal
effort would not be very grand if the prejudices and
the interests of any self-constituted censorship were to
be the rule and the limit of our debate on the subjects
most deeply concerning the public welfare. Whenever
one of these ridiculous attempts to gag a nation is
made we are sure to be told, with more or less distinct-
ness, that some commercial enterprise requiring British
capital is on foot, and that Canadians must hold their
peace about their own destinies for fear of frightening
away the birds. Let people play their commercial
game and call it loyalty if they please; but they will
not be allowed, for their selfish ends, to prevent the
consideration of any policy which may seem likely to
bring wealth, happiness, and the virtue which is their
attendant, into the homes of the Caradian people.

Must Annexation follow Commercial Union.—.
What are all the far-fetched and super-subtle reason-
ings in favor of an artificial system compared with
the solid fact that Canada is economically a portion
of this Continent, and can look ultimately for a full
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measure of prosperity only through free participation
in its trade, its resources. and its commercial life?
Does not this irresistible argument pierce the 9imsy
tissue of sophistry at every point? Where can be the
wisdom of putting us, laboriously, and at the cost of
immense sacrifices, on a track which no man of sense
imagines that we can permanently pursue.

We are told that the abolition of the Customs line
must be followed by Annexation. Would the abolition
of the Customs line between France and Spain, between
Holland and Belgium, be followed-by any consequences
of the kind? Did the Reciprocity Treaty, which was
a partial aholition of the Customs line, produce any
effect whatever on political relations? *If Canada 1is
drawn politically towards the Union, it is by the
identity of the people, and of all their fundamental
institutionsin the “wo countries; by the interlacement
of the territories and the absence of any natural
boundary ; and by the apparent advantages of a conti-
nental union which would give freedom of internal
traffic, and immunity from war. Nothing can contend
against the force of these attractions but mnationality;
an dto kill nationality with poisoned weapons, if fair
weapons would not do it, has been the special aim of
those who now charge commercial unionists with
plotting Annexation. The two nations are being
actually fused by the constant flow of Canadian migra-
tion into the United States; and what causes that
migration but the commercial atrophy to which the
policy of Imperialism, extended to economical ques-
tions, condemn-~ this country ?

America for the Amerieans.—Latest despatches
indicate the possibility of complications between Great
Britain and the United States, arising out of the claims
made by the latter in conformity to the provisions of
.the Monroe doctrine. The following resolution has
been introduced in the United States House of Repre-
sentatives, and referred to the Committee on the
Inter-uceanic Canal:— “ Whereas a Special House
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Committee on the proposed Inter-Oceanic Canal have
agreed to resolutions affirming the declarations of the
President’s message; now therefore be it resolved,
That the President be requested to inform the Gov-
ernment of Great Britain that the convention between
the Governments, commonly called the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty, under which the Government of the
United States admitted Great Britain to a joint pro-
tectorate with itself over any canal, water way or
communication to be thereafter established over or
through any States of Spanish America, between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, has ceased to be binding
or obligatory on the United States.”

We notice in the leading English papers the bold
pretension of Great Britain ha,vmg the control of the
Panama Canal, in opposition to the United States.
This intervention of Europe in American aflairs is
rather cool. We on this continent have no ambition
to be embroiled 1in European complications. We are
willing to let England, France, Germany, Austria,
Ttaly, Russia. and Turkey, with their 8,000,000 of
armed men, have all the fighting they like. But we
are well determined not to allow any one of them to
play the rowdy on this side of the Atlantic.

We have no love, no disposition, no time or no

menay for war. We are busy in the peaceful devel-
opment of the wild lands and boundless resources of
the new world, and woe to the European nation that
would attempt to introduce bayonet rule in America.
‘We wish to be let alone in the settlement of our own
affairs. If France had to withdraw from Mexico at
the bidding of the United States, if Great Britain was
not a match for 1,200,000 colonists during the war of
independence, where is the power on “earth to dictate
to the mighty American Republic on its own continent ?
Luckily our big brother is a match for the whole of
them ; and we may rest assured that he will not be
scared by any amount of braggingifrom the other 31de
of the ditch. Let us have peace.
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There are two Commereial Policies for this
Country, of which every statesman, if he wishes to
have firm ground under his feet, and to be consistent
in his utterances, must chose one. You may either
determine to keep Canada economically apart from the
continent to which geographically she belongs, and to
connect her artificially with England, and with more
remote countries; or you may determine to follow the
conrse of nature, and identify Canada economically
with her own continent.

In the first of these policies, mingled with economi-
cal element, there is a large measure of social sentiment.
It is closely connected with the desire, cherished by
the aristocratic party in England and its allies here,
of erecting the northern part of this continent intoa
great outwork of the English aristocracy, so as to pre-
vent the final triumph of democratic institutions in
the New World.

The second policy, on the other hand, is congenial
to those who either are democratic in their own
sympathies, or hold that the triumph of democracy
in the New world is inevitable ; and that Canada, if
she is made the instrument of a desperate struggle to
prevent it, will herself be brought to ruin. The first
policy is pursued by the present Government, in perfect
consistency with the antecedents of its leading members,
though it is already involved in the perplexity and
incounsistency caused by the expensiveness of the
Imperialist system, which compels its champions to
cross and compromise t' _r own main purpose by levy-
ing duties, for the sake of revenue, on English goods.

The second would be the policy of the Opposition,
and the flag under which it would march to attack its
enemy, were its Liiberal element predominant and able
to direct its movements as a whele. But, instead of
this, the ruling element is one, if not more anticon-
tinental, more violent and vituperative in the expres-
sion of that sentiment thanthe Tories themselves, who
have not gone to Washington for a Reciprocity Treaty
and come back forlorn.
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By the ravings of the leading Grit organ against
American connection, which of course are daily
scattered over the States, the door of commercial
negotiation with American statesmen is being fast
closed against the party. It would be easier at this
moment for Sir John Macdonald to approach the
American Government on the subject of reciprocity
than for the lieutenants of the Globe.—Bystander-.

The Formation of a Naval Reserve force in Canada
for the protection of the Canadian mercantile marine is
suggested. The suggestion is mnot one likely to be
adopted, although, in the event of war between England
and Russin, the North American squadron would be
withdrawn, and the Canadian mercantile marine, which
is the fifth in importance in the world, would be at
the mercy of Russian cruisers. But the truth is that
Canada could not afford to go to the expense of support-
ing a naval force, nor, so far as Canada herself is
concerned, is there any need of such a force. There
would not be the remotest danger of any foreign power
interfering with Canada if Canada were a nation by
herself and minded her own business. The only
danger to which this country is exposed is on account
of England, which may involve Canada in the conse-
quences of a bloody war without a day’s notice. It is
probably fair to say that England must be prepared to
abide by the consequences of her own acts, and that, in
event of her becoming involved in war with a naval
power, if she desires to retain Canada as a colony she
must be ready to defend it.

Since Confederation the whole burden of the defence
of Canada against the enemies of Great Britain has
been thrown on our shoulders. What with repairs
of fortifications, the late purchase of 200,000 Ilbs.
of powder for Quebec, an order for $50,000 of rifled
guns being now excuied in Montreal, clothing and
stores of all kinds, millions of the people’s money
are being uselessly spent for the defence of Greai
Britain in America, and still the anti-Canadian party
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will pretend that the greatest advantage derived from
our colonial position is the defence of the country by
England, without cost to Canada. Why! the reverse
is the plain fact. Canada is actually spending millions
for the defence of the Empire.

The Commicreial Policy of the British Nation is
to keep for herself the whole trade of her colonies, and
to discourage rather than foster colonial manufactures.
And that is the only sensible policy for the people
of England to adopt. Looking at the exportations of
manufactured goods from Great Britain to her colonies,
where is the man of business wbo will be blind enough
not tosee that her best customers are to be found among
her 250,000,000 of colonial subjects ?

Why shouid the people of England develop manu-
facturing interests in the c(»lomeb, to compete against
their own goods? How can we expect a sensible and
practical community like that of Great Britain to give
up all business considerations to rush in a sentimen-
tal policy, which would necessarily bring ruin to
her home population ? Why ! the whole history of Eng-
land is there to show that the Imperial interest has
always been first cousidered, and that the colonies
have always been sacrificed to the Mother Country.
Take our own experience; every treaty with the
United States has been paid with Canadian rights or
territery, And so it should be!

The people of England would at once fall from that
high pinnacle of sound judgment in which they stund
in the eyes of every nation in the world, if they acted
otherwise ; if they gave up their characteristic business
way of dealing with matters of State, to adopt the sen-
timental policy of ruining their own trade and industry,
for some high-toned philosophical or other considera-
tion;a pohcy, by the way, which has been pretty much
in favor with Canadian politicians of all parties, but
which, under the present state of depression and bank-
ruptey, is fast dying out in Canada. How far have we
got since the last five years in our negotiations with
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the French Government with regard to ship-building
alone? We have not advanced a single step. and at
that rate how many centaries will it take the whole
influence of the British Kmpire to get through the full
list of our prohibited articles, not ouly with France,
but with every nation in the world ?

Let us not be deluded any longer by what we will
politely call diplomatic delays, which are nothing else
than an imposition on the innocence and good nature
of a confiding people. Let usremember that the com-
mercial policy ol the British nation must be to keep
for herself the whole trade of her colonies, and to dis-
courage rather than foster colonial manufactures, for
she knows full well that, under the most favored nation
clause, our foreign trade would be a serious competition
to her own, in a number of Canadian specialties. In
the interest of the Kmpire, as well as of Canada, poli-
tical and comiercial independence is the only practical
solution to the situation. It isnot in the interest of
the Empire that ruin and depression should reign su
premwe through thelength and breadth of the land, that
every Canadian interest should be jeopardised through
our colonial position, till every man in the country
should look to annexation to the United States as the
only remedy to existing evils.

Canada for the Canadians.—If you look over the
Parliamentary Companion you will see that the major-
ity of the members of the Dominion Parliament, as
well as of the Local Legislatures, are Canadian born.
As the years lengthen and the older members go over
to the great majority, the young men of to-day, who
are coming to the front and taking an active part in
the discussion of public questions, will fill the places
occupied by men from over the water, and by-and-by
the Canadian Legislatures will be truly and thoroughly
Canadian, and will look at all matters affecting this
country from the national point of view. Asitisat
present, there are in the House of Commons men from
another continent, who cannot be expected—nor would
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it be fair to ask them—to lay aside all feeling for their
native land, and who therefore cannot look at questions
affecting the colonial tie in the same light as Canadians
look at them.

So, too, there are a number of aged Europeans in
the Senate, imperial pensioners in semi-public life, and
commercial adventurers in the press, and, so long as
these people can restrain Canada from becoming any-
thing greater than a mere lrnot in the tail of a Euro-
pean kite, just so long will they put forth all their
efforts to thatend, But they caanotlive forever. They
will have their day, such as it is, and then they will
pass away and malke room for men who are racy of the
soil, men who would have Canada something better
than a mere cow pasture, and who believe that the day
must inevitably come when Canada will cease to be a
mere appanage of the British Crown and take her pro-
per place among the nations of the world.

Already, as we have said, the great majority of our
representatives are natives of the soil. The number
will go on increasing; the political parties will be led
by Canadian statesmen ; the public journals will be
written by Canadian writers, and the feelings, the as-
pirations, the senuments, of the whole people will be-
come Canadianized. Theidea that Canadamust always
remain a mere dependency of the Mother Country isa
dream in which none but foolish old men indulge. They
live in a past age; they do not see that the country is
expanding, that it has come of age, and that the great
bulk of the people of to-day are not immigrants and
foreigners, but native born. No sane man, either on
this side of the Atlantic or the other, believes that
Canada has no future save that of a mere colony. The
sevcrance of the colonial tie must come sooner or later.

It may not come this year, it may not come in
the next; but come it must. And then ? This is the
question, of all others, Canadians are most concerned
in discussing ; but it is also the very question of all
others that they are, by strongest warnings, forbidden
to discuss. Surely it is better to know if our course
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tends to the sea than to drift languidly with the
current, heedless of what may be our destiny.

To be sure, it is the habit among the aged Euro-
peans in Parliament, the imperial pensioners in semi-
public life,and the commercial adventurers in the press,
to denounce every man who thinks about the future of
his country as an annexationist and a traitor in dis-
guise. But the vapid mouthings of these senile old
men cannot sweep back the rising tide, nor choke off
the aspirations and ambitions of the people. They
may trouble the waters if they will, and stir up the
mud from the bottom; but the stream will flow on as
before and the tide will come in just the same. Per-
haps, while they are with us, we should use these old
men kindly, for they have done the country some ser-
vices which it would be ungrateful to forget. But at
the same time it is too much to expect that the people
of this age will tamely submit to a limitation of their
right, not merely of free action but of free speech—a
rizht which has come to them as a heritage bought with
blood.

Whatever the future of Canada may be we should
be prepared for it, and we cannot be prepared for it
unless we discuss it. The viewsof the aged Europeans
are naturally European rather than Canadian. But
the aged Earopeans have almost had their day, and
the day of the Canadians is dawning ; and when it
comes, we may rest assured that whatever is bast for
Canada will prevail, despite the efforts of fossilized
politicians or the mud-throwing of libellous journals.

The Adjutant-General calls on Canada to Protect
Great Britain,—Those who believe in the eternal
connection of Canada with Great Britain indulge in the
extravagant idea, that in case of war, the whole British
army would at once be marshalled out of barracks to
fight our battles, and, says Sir Francis Hincks, without
the expenditure of a cent on the part of Canada.

Well! General Selby Smyth,aBritish Major-General,
sent here by the Horse Guards, as the Commander-in-
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Chief of the Canadian forces, slightly differs from Sir
Francis Hincks’opinion on this defence question. And,
although we must have the greatest respect for the
gall‘mt knight's opinion, on all financial questions, alter
his brilliant career as a bankerand a finance minister
in Canada, still, on military matters, we beg leave to

refer Major-General Selby Smyth’s opinion to hisown.

The Major-General’s report, now before Parliament,
distinctly affirms that, not only must Canada prepare
for her own defence, on a most costly and expensive
scale, but the Dominion is called upon to protect Great
Britain abroad, in her luropean wars, with our men
and money. What will the loyalists of the Globe say
to this proposition ? The absurdity of our present
position is fully illustrated in this official report to Par-
liament by our military authorities.

The Toronto Jowrnul of Commerce refers to the
report as follows:

«“The Adjutant-General of Militia, Lieutenant,
General Selby Smyth, in his report for 1879, sketches
more than an ambitious scheme of national defence
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific.  The office of
Adjutant-General of Canadian militia can only be held
by a British officer; and it is natural that this func-
tionary should look at the position of Canada in the
Empire from an Imperial point of view. It is within
the recollection of everybody that one Government
- lost power iri the endeavor to increase the militia
expenditure, in accordance with Imperialideas.

The Adjutant-General is of opinion that the with-
drawal of the Imperial troops has devolved on Canada
the duty of providing for ¢ the efficiency of the mili-
tary establishment.” Has the Imperial government,
then, no longer any duties in this connection ? Among
the means of forming an efficient military establish-
ment, the Adjutant-General ranks a Canadian army,
‘men whose businessitis tostudy the art of war as pro-
fessionals.” To facilitate this study, he would have us
establish three training schools for cavalry and infantry.
The people of Canada will, he thinks, rise gradually
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from the militia stage, and ¢ shortly accomplish entire
self-reliance for defence in arsenals and manufactories
of their own’ When that state of things arrives
Canada will be an independent nation.

A government establishment for the manufacture
of small arm ammunition; the construction of an
arsenal of the second class, under the guns at Quebec;
the covering of Windsor with an efficient battalion ;
the creation of three permanent battalions of infantry
to be employed alternately in Canadaand Great Britain ;
the affiliation of the Canadian with the royal army;
the enrollment of a considerable portion of the ten
thousand men engaged in the seal fishery of Newfound-
land into a naval reserve, and their engagement in drill
during the idle time of winter; the construction of a
graving dock on the Pacific, are recommended. ¢ There
is an impression,” we are told, ¢ that every dependency
of the Crown that has responsible government and is
in a position to have defensive forces, ought to be
moved to take part in the military and naval defences
of the empire at large; and it is added that Canada
is expected to take the lead and set the example.
Canada is urged at once to form an imperial reserve.
This reserve the Adjutant-General wants formed of
¢ farmers’ soms, farm laborers, mechanics and trades-
men’s fami:es; he will have none of the ¢loose and
nomad population of towns, whom he prouounces
¢worthless,” Canadian farmers’ sons will probably
think they can put their time to better use than in
holding themsclves ready to fight battles with which
they have no concern,in any part of the world.”

That is also our opinion, and British officers who
look upon Canadians as a lot of hirelings, ready to
fight Kngland’s batiles abroad at a shilling a day, ave
badly mistaken. If the 36,000,000 of the British Isles
have not pluck enough to fill the ranks of their small
army they need not look to Canada for substitutes.

We are all ready to shoulder a musket in the
defence of Canadian interests, but no amount of money
will ever induce a true Canadian to play the part of a
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pigsticker in European quarrels, with which the Cana-
dian people have nothing to do. During the Crimean
war men from Quebec and Ontario were enlisted and
formed a Canadian regiment. A few years later not a
single man remained in the ranks; they soon found out
that their position was a false one, and they retired.

Let the recruiting sergeant pass through the Domi-
nicn now, and we doubt if he would enlist fifty recruits
for service in a British regiment. On the other hand
we have no doubt that any amount of loafersand dead-
beats would be glad to accept the position and pay of
a British officer, as a fair compensation for their distin-
guished and valuable services to the Empire.

Public Opinion on Emancipation.—We receive
from a Belleville leading citizen the following expres-
sion of opinion on Canadian Emancipation.

The time is fast approaching when we should have
a nationality and be relieved from the degrading posi-
tion of colonists. If a general wish is expressed by
the people of the Dominion for independence, the
people of England will not oppose it. Of course
we never contemplate a resort to violent means to
accomplish our purpose. Our object in forming clubs is
to discuss the subject in a fair and peaceable manner.
I am of the cpinion that we have a right to do so. To
be sure the old political hacks and vampires from
abroad, who have so long monopolized the lucrative
offices in this country, whilst the native Canadians
have been excluded and treated with contempt, will
undoubtedly oppose the movement. No matter for that ;
they are as a class worshippers of mammon, and will
cease to be attached to monarchical institutions as soon
as they cease to be paid for it. It is time that the
whole subject should be most thoroughly ventilated.
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