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QUARTERLY SESSION OF THE GRAND DIVISION.

Victoria and Queen’s Own Divisions’ Room, Liverpool, N. S,, Jan’y 31st, 18489,

Tue Grand Division of the Order of
the Sons of Temperance of the Province
of Nova Scotia assembled, Grand Worthy
Patriarch, Willium Burrill in the chair.

G. C., A.M. Gidney made the usual
proclamation, after which the Grand Di-
vision opened in due form.

Prayer by G. C., Rev. J. McMurray.

Roll of officers called.

Present :—G. W. P., William Burrill;

G. S., John Tooker; G. T., J. B. Dane;

G. C., Angus M. Gidney; G. S., James
Starr; G.C., Rev. J. McMurray; P. G.
W. P., F. W. Redding.
. Absent :—G. W. A., Thomas O, Gced-
des.

G. W. P. declared J. McMullen G. W:
A. pro tem.

G. W. P. declared the Grand Division

xeady for business.

Credentials called for and presented.

G. W. P. appointed the following Com-
mittee on Credentials :—brothers Mec-
Murray, Redding and Tooker.

The comntittee on Credentials made
the following

‘REPORT :

To the Grand Worthy Patriarch, Offi-
cers and Brothers of the G. D., S. of
T,N.S.

The Committee on Credentials would re-
spectfully report, that they have duly ex-
amined and find the following correct:—Jos.
Burnaby, P. W. U'.; Danson Kinsman, P.W.
P.; and W, A. S. Blewitt, W, P.; Stewart
Freeman, P. W. P.; M. Freeman, P. W. P,
and Hiram Freeman, W. P, Albert division;
W_ S. Jacobs, W. P., Queen’s Own division;
Thomas Munro, W. P., Prince of Wales di-
vision; W. V. Androws, W. P., Bridgewater
division; James A. Smith, W. P,, Paradise
division; Joseph Randall, P. W. P, and
Benjamin Gardner, W. P., Roseway division;
J. E. VanBuskirk, P. W.P. Mayflower di-
vision; James Johnston, P. W. P, and Robt.
Meclntosh, P. W. P., Roseway divigion.

W.T. Douglass, no credentials—J. De-
Moliter, credentials incorrect.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
fn Love, Purity and Fidelity,
F. W. REDDING,
J. TOOKER.

Report ageeed to. ;

G. C. introduced the following broth-
ers, who were duly initiated.
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Joseph Burnaby, Danson Kinsman,
W. A. S. Blewitt, Stewart Freeman,
Malachi Freeman, Hiram Freeman, Tho-
mas Munroe, W. V. Andrews, James A.
Smith, Joseph A. Randall, Benjamin
Gardner, § E VanBuskirk, W S Jacobs,

Report of G. Scribe was read and a-
dopted.

G. W. P. appointed brothers VanBus-
kirk, Blewitt, and Freeman, Committee
on G. Scribe’s report. Also on Bye-laws
and Appeals, brothers McMurray, Red-
ding and Tooker.

Grand Division adjourned till next
day at 10 o’clock. .

e

Trurspay, Feb 1, 10 o’clock.

The Grand Division met pursuant to
adjosrnment, and opened in due form.

G. W. P. in the chair.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Credentials report-
ed the credentials of Charles Lordley, W.
P., of Chester Division ; W F Douglass,
W.P.,of Medway Division; George Arm-
strong, P. W. P., of Medway Division as
correct.

The G. C. reported the following bro-
thers in attendance, who were introduced
and initiated :—Charles Lordley, W. F.
Douglass, George Armstrong.

Brotlier Andrews presented a Petition
from Bridgewater division, asking for a
D.G.W.P.

Read, and referred to a committee,
consisting of brothers Gidney, Young
and Lordley.

Brother Gidney offered the following
resolution :

Rsolved,—That a Circular be addressed to
all the D. G. W. P's.in the Province, request-
ing their attendanee at each guarterly and an-
nual session of the Grand Division; and also
to report to them the inconvenience th's G. D,
labors under in conseguence of the Returns of
+ the subordinate Divisions under their jurisdic.
tion not being forwarded in time to be added
to the G. 8's. Report.

Resolution adopted.

The Committee on G. S's. Report,
Presented the following.

The Committee to whom was referred the
Report of the G. S., respectfully report that
they have examined the sume, and exceeding-
ly regret that only forty-two Returns have
been received out of sixty Divisions.

On examination we find that there are 767
admitted members ; two have been suspended;
six expelled ; 13 violated the pledge; 6 rein-
stated; 1895 contributing members ;—Cash
received, £678, 13s. 3d.; Cash on hand, in-
cluding monies invested, £563 8s. 2d. ; per
centage to G. Division, £33 Ss. 2d.

In consequence of the imperfection of the
Report, it must necessarily fall far short of
the real number of members admitted, and the
amount of the sums received and paid.

I.. E. VaxnBUSKIRK,
W.A. 8. BLEWITT.
W.S. FREEMAN.

On motion the Report was adopted.

The Comittee on G. S's. acct., reported at
follows :—

The Committee to whom was referred the
account of the G S; respectfully report that
they have examined the same, and find a bal-
ance in his hands of £31 2s. 31-4d. .

L. E. VarBUSKIRK.
W._A.S. BLEW!TT.
W.S. FREEMAN.

On motion the report was adopted.
REPORT.

The Committee on Bridgewater Petition re-

ported as follows:

The Committee to whom was referred the
Petitien from. Bridgewnater division, No 55,
asking that a member of that Division
should be appointed to the highly responsi-
ble position of D. G. W, P. in one section
of the County of Lunenburg, beg leave to
report:

That they have taken the petition into
consideration, and are of opinion that in se-
lecting Deputies, care should be taken that
no local, sectienal, or sectarian feeling or
prejudice should be aroused, and that they
are strongly impressed with the conviction
that one efficient Deputy for that County is
quite sufficient. That the petition has ema-
nated from only one Divisipn, and that but
recently formed, and we hope our brethren
belonging thereto will see the propriety of

a
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acting with due caution and prudence in a
m. tter of such vital importance to the inter-
ests of the Order.

A. M. GIDNEY, Chairman.

L. N. YOUNG.

C. LORDLEY.

On motion the Report was concurred
in.

Brother Young offered the following
Resolution :

Resolved,—That the following copy of pro-
ceedings of the National Division relating to
a General Relief Fund be addressed to all
D G. W. P’s in the Province, and request
them to forward to 1he G. S., before the next
Quarterly Session of this Division, a Report
of the decision of each Subordinate Division
under their jurisdiction, relating thereto.

RULE XXV{.
General Relief Fund.

Secrioy 1.—Each member of a Subordi-
nate division shall pay into the treasury, by
the usual course, on or before the first meet-
ing in Japuary annually, the sum of ten cents,
which shall be paid into the treasury of the
Grand Division with the April returns, ac-
companied by a list of members who have
contributed the annnal instalment; and the
sum thus collected shall constitute a General
Relief Fund.

Sec. 2.—This Fund shall be held in trust
by the Grand Division, for the relief of wor-
thy, sick and distressed brothers, who in the
opinion of the G. W. P. or huis Deputy for the
District where application is made, shall
have a claim on said Fund, under such regu-
lations as the Grand Division may adopt.

Sec. 3.—When a brother from another
jurisdiction is assisted from the General Re-
lief Fund, the Grand Division granting such
aseistance, shall, through its G. W. P. and
G, S., forward to the Grand Division under
which said brother held membership, a cor-
rect statement of the case, when the former
Grand Division shall be reimbursed out of
the General Relief Fund of the latter.

Adopted. .

'The Committee on Appeals presented
the following .,

REPORT.

Your Commitiee on appeals bag leave to
report,

That they are unable to agree on the Ap-
peal of Brother George Killam, and would
therefore beg leavo to suggest the propriety

of its being referred to a Committee of the
whole body.

On motion Report adopted.

Read appeal of Brother George Killam,
of Central Division, No 2.

Brother Gidney offered the following
resolution.

Resolved,~That while we are of opinion
that the Brother installed F. S. of Central Di-
vision, for the present quarter, should be per-
mitted to hold office during the present tern,
that we are also of opinion, that in all future
cases, in the event of one of the officers elect
being absent on the regular night of installa-
tion, no other-should be chosen for three suc-
cessive nights, and if absent on the fourth
night of the quarter, another should be elect-
ed, and forthwith installed.

Br. Jacobs oftered the following in
amendment.
Resolred,—That the resolution just read do
lie on the table till the next quarterly session.
Brother Armstrong moved the follow-
ing in amendment to the amendment.
Re:olzed,—That, while it 1s desirable that
the officers of the Divisions should be installed
the first regular meeting of vach quarter, yet,
if absent, it should be left to the ¢ntion of Di-
visiops to eleet another persou to fill said of.
fice or offices, on the first evening of evesy
quarter, or to wait not more than three weeks.
Upon the vote being taken, there ap-
peared—for the motion 15, agaiust it 5.
Adopted.  ° . '
On motion, Grand Division adjourn-
ed for one hour.

.
AFTERNOON SESSION.
Grand Division met pursuant to ad-
journment and opened in due form.
G. W. P. in the Chair.
Prayer by Grand Chaplain.
‘I'he Committee on Bye-Laws present-
ed the following
REPORT. '
Your Cominittee beg leave respectfully to re-
port on Bridgewater and Lunenburgh Con-
stitation and Bye:Eaws, R
That each of these Divisions desires to make
additions to the Constitation of the Subordi-
nate Divisions, which Constitution having
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been fixed by the Natjonal Division, cannot
be amended by Subordinate Divisious, as
thereby confusion would be introduced, and
the uniformity of the Order be disturbed ; ne-
vertheless, the greater part of the articles re-
terred to may be constitutionally included
with the Bye-Laws of said Divisions. In the
said Bye-Laws, and also the Bye-laws of
Queen’s Own Division, your Committee have
made such erasures as are constitutionally re-
quired, and with such alterations we report
said Bye-Laws correct.
J. McMURRAY, Chairman.

On motion Report was adopted.

Brother Redding offered the following
resolutior :

Resolped,—That a committec of five bé ap-
pointed to prepare Bye-laws for the Grand
Divigion, and that brothers residing in Li-
verpool be chosen for the purpose.

,

Brother McMurray offered the follow-
g in amendment,

Resolved,—That a Committee of five bre-
thren residing in Yarmouth, be appointed to
propare Bye laws for the Grand Division,

Amendment agreed to.

Brothers Gidney, E. Sterns, J.Tooker,
Redding and E. Huestis, were nominated
and appointed a Commiitee to prepare
said Bye-laws.

Brother Armstrong offered the follow-
ing:

Resolved,—That a Committee be appointed
10 prepare a Petition to the House of As-

sembly. . ’
Brother Gidney moved in amend-
nment,

That the consideration of the foregoing re-
solution be deferred till the next Quarterly
Session in Halifax.

Amendment agreed to.

Resolved,—That the thanks of this division
be tendered to Victoria and Queen’s Own
divisions for the use of their Hall during the
present Session.

Agreed to. .

Brother Yacobs offered the foilowing
resolution :

Resolved,—That a Committee of thres be
appomnted to prepare a Circular to be ad-
dressed to each division in the Province.

G. W. P. appointed brothers McMur-
ray, dacobs and Blewitt.

Brother McMurray offered the follow-
ing resolution :

Resolved,—That as n connection with pic-
nies and econvivial parties there will sometimes
arise circumstances painful to the feclings of’
seriously dispased persons, and as it 1s exceed-
ingly desirable to cnlist and retain in our
cause the co-operation of all the wise ard good,
we therefore advise either that such parties of’
pleasure be not carried on under the auspices
of any Division or Divisions in the Province,
or else that they be conducted on sach princi-
ples as shall prevent their being offensive to
the consciences and judgement of pious per-
sons.

On motion the foregoing resolution
was directed to be embodied in the Cir-
cular to subordinate Divisions.

Brother McMaurray, Chairman of Com-
mitteeto prepare Circular to subordinate
Divisions, submitted the following

Grand Division Circular.

To the Subordimate Divisions of the
Sons of Temperance in the Pro-

vince of Nova Scotia

GREETING,

WE, the Grand Division of
Nova Scotia, now assembled in Quarter-
ly Session, deem it advisable to address
the several Divisions under our jurisdic-
tion, on some points connected with the
interests of our Order,

It is with us a matter of thankfulness
to Almighty God, in looking back upon
the shortperiod since the introduction
of our Order into the Province, to see
its rapid progress, its beneficial working,
and the amount of good it has been in-
strumental in effecting. It is not yet 15
months, since Acadia Division No 1. was
formed with 9 members, and although
our statistics for the last quarter are in-
complete, owing tothe circumstance of
one third of the Quarterly Returns not
having been received, yet we are aware
that we have now 60 Divisions in the
Province, numbering but little short of
3000 members, and of these more than
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one third have been added since our an-
nual Meeting in October. Our Divisions
like vo many garrisons of well disciplined
troops, are established in every town, and
very many ofthe rural districts of our
Province, presenting a formidable ap-
pearance before the common foe ; and it
is gratifying to us to reflect, that the
prosperity of our cause in our own land,
isbut in agreement with the history of the
Order wherever it has been established
from its origin to the presenttime. Lit-
tle more than 6 years ago the cloud arose
small as a human hand, and now itspure
white flakes, fill the horizon, giving pro-
mise of spreading over every civilized
country, and of dropping in blessing on
our fellow man of every clime. Nor can
we sufficiently estimate its advantages
“and value by its extent, for the benefit it
has been to a vast number whom other
means have failed to save, and the attrac-
tion it presents before the public general-
ly, thereby winning many, and especial-
ly young persons who but for this instru-
wentality would in all probability have
‘been wandering in the path of dissipation,
bring it before our view, as an institution
designed by Providence for the accom-
plishment ofa great work.

Nor are we to overlook the fact that
previously to the introduction of the Or-
der into the Province, the Temperance
societies were very generally in a weak
and depressed condition; but wetrust that
‘by our operations,new life has been in-
spired iuto the true friends of the cause.
‘We are aware however that to this some
exceptions are to be taken, that some
who are very warm friends of Total Ab-
stinence Societies, have not thought pro-
per ‘to unite with s, and in some instan-
<es, are led to view our efforts and our
progress with jealousy and distrust—but
for this we are not to blame, nor would
we censure such, for the ‘course they pur-
sue, but wenld strongly hope that, wheu
they become better acruainted with our

principles, and sec the working ol our
organization, the most of them will feel
it to be their duty to come up to the help
of the Lord against the mighty.

Let it be our care to encourage Total
Abstinence Societies, to attend Total Ab-
stinence meetings and to labor harmo-
niously with Total Abstinence men whe-
ther they are “Sons” ornot. “The en-
couragement of every right Temperance
effort under whatever name it may pre-
sent itself, is but policy and duty, inas-
much as all are parts of a great common
whole, and each may contribute to swell
the tide which is destined to bear us on
to a great common triumph.” And
while we justly regard our order as being
the must complete and efficient form of
the Temperance movement, we will show
that ours is not a rival 1nstitution, or at
all events, not intended immediately to
supersede the Societies previously in ex-
istence, but that there is work enough for
all to engage in, and that we are with them
fellow helpers in a great and glorious
cause. And we would carnestly recom-
mend to all our own brotherhood, the
exhibition of those principles of good
will towards all classes of men, by which
we professto be governed; not denoun-
cing any who stand aloof from us, or who
bitterly oppose us, but endeavoring by
a courteous and kind demeanor, to win
them to our ranks.

The Grand Division have viewed with
extreme satisfaction, the excellent ten-
dency of our institution, in allaying poli-
cal feeling, party excitement, and sec-
tarian differences, and doubt not but that
by a strict maintenance of our principles
on these points, we shall be the means un-
der the blessing of God, of uniting very
-generally thescattered elements of soci-
ety together, and thereby of greatly less-
ning those differences on vexed ques-
tions, which have to'a very wide extent
divided aud injured our happy Province.
While we maintain individnally our dis-
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tinctive character and opinions—our feel-
ings towards those who differ’ from us,
have become widely changed by our as-
sociatiou in this ‘‘fraternal bond,” and
while all expressions of a party nature
are strictly prohibited in our Division
Rooms, and while our intercourse out
of doors with our brethren cf all parties
is affable and brotherly let us at the same
t..ne, as Sons of Temperance, carefully
avoid identifying ourselves with any po-
litical movements or sectional difference,
either by public address2s or otherwise,
und let us studiously guard, in all pub-
lic meetings connected with the Order
against all allusions that might tend to
excite party prejudices. If any of our
Duvisions or brethren have inconsiderate-
ly acted, or expressed themselveson ques-
tions of this nature, the Grand Division
would take (his opportunity of disclaim-
ing in the name of our Order in the Pro-
vince, all sympathy with such actions or
sentiments.

Many objections are urged against our
order, by these who do not understand
our principles. Let us ¢ndeavor to an-
swer them in mildness, and to live them
down by a strict and practical adherence
to our professions; and while some op-
pose us as antagonistic to Christianity,
and as founded on an unscriptural basis,
let us rebut such insinuations by faith-
fully exhibiting and maintaining the cha-
racter of our institution, as growing out
of, and being auxiliary to, the Gospel of
Christ, acknowledging our entire depen-
dence upon the Divine blessing for suc-
cess in our good work. The Grand
Division have observed with much plea-
sure, the introduction in the By-Laws of
some of the Divisions, a formal recogni-
tien of evangelical principles, in cou-
nection with a regulation for the perfor-
mance of the duties of the Chaplain, nor
is it difficult to see that such a law could
be framed, as would be in entire keep-
ing with our position of neutrality on sec-

tarian grounds. We would earnestly re-
commend to all Divisioas to have the

" reading of a short portion of Scripture,

and prayer to Almighty God, by the Chap-
lain, as a regular part of the proceedings
of our Division meetings, and that in tle
fitting up of Division Rooms, a .stall or
stand with a desk for the Chaplain be put
up on the right side of the room, half
way between either end, agreeably with
the plan of many Division rooms in the
United States, und which' will thereby
render such rooms the more convenient
for the ‘holding of Quarterly Sessions of
the Grand Divisions.

We would also bring before your con-
sideration the following resolution intro-

‘duced by a member ofthe Grand Divi-

sion during the present Session.

“ That as in connection with public
pic-nics and convivial parttes, there will
sometimes arise circumstances painful to
the feelings of serious and piously dis-
posed persons; and as it is exceeding de-
sirable to enlist and retain in our cause,
the co-operation of all the wise and good,
we therefore advise, either that such par-
ties of pleasure be not carried on under
the auspices of any Division or Divisions
in the Province, or else that they be
strictly conducted on such principles, as
shall prevent their being offensive to the
consciences and judgment of pious pers
sons.”

The Grand Division would recommend
to all the Divisions, a strict regard to e-
conomy in the mangement of their funds;
as a course of extravagaut expenditure,
would prevent the carrying out of one of
the great designs of our institution, in af-
fording rvelief to afflicte ! brethren, and
if Divisions fail in this particular, their
energies and capabilities of doing good
in other respects uiso, will be cramped,

-and our order proportionably. cramped.

The National Division have in con-
templation the establishment of a fund,
1o be entitled the General Relief Fund,”

L
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for, the benefit of worthy, sick, and dis-
tressed members, especially such 2s may
be in necessity at a distance from home.
This fund is to be sustained by the pay-
ment bv eacl. member of a Subordinate
Division ofa small sum not exceeding Gd
annually, sach Fund to be held in trust
by the several Grand Divisions. The
National Division however, before the es-
tablishment of such a Fund, have refer-
‘red the subject tc the several Subordi-
nate Divisions under the jurisdiction for
their approbation or rejection. Your
votes are regisiered on this question and
the returns of the same are required to
be forwarded to the Grand Scribe Zuring
the present quarter.

The Grand Division regret to have to
say that there exists a great degree of
negligence in forwarding the quarterly
returns to the G. 8. in making up the
quarterly statistics. We would therefore
recommend the careful consideration of
this matter, to the several Divisions of
the Deputies throughout the Province.

As the youth now rising up are “the
men of the future,” and it is of vital im.
portance to check immorality in the
young, to enlist and secure them in the
cause of Temperance, and to prevent the
foundation of evil habits during that in-
teresting and susceptible period of human
life, the Grand Division would therefore
cordially recommend the opening, in eve-
ry community where it can be done, 2
Section of Cadets of Temperance, that
institution being, in our estimation well
calculated to benefit in every sense, the
youth of our land.

In conclusion, the Grand Division
would urge upon all the memsers of our
orderin the Province ever to keep pro-
niinently in view the great object of our
union. The cause in which we have
embarked is good, the work lying be-
fore us is great, and the call for exertion
isloud. Letus be faithful and zealous,
relying upon Jehaveh for strength and
wisdom. Our order is aggressive. We
should advance to do good. All our
members should be active in promoting
our glorious cause. Ifeach one would but
wisely and kindly exert himself to bring in
even one during each quarter, how rapid
would be our march and how great our tri-
umphs. Weare, by God’s blesssing des-
tined to achieve mighty results, and al-
though, the most sanguine expectations
of the most ardent desirers and support-
ers of the order, have been greatly exceed-
2d, yet we remember that we are but in
our infancy, and that our future success
depends upon a strict regard t. Consti-
tutional rule and usage, and a faithful
maintenance of those great principles
upon which our institution rests—*Love
to our brethren in sickness and health—
Purity of intention, strictly to carry out
the object for which we are united, and
Fidelity to the solemn and binding obli-
gation, we have voluntarily taken upon

a M

ourselves.
On mction the Circular was adopted.

On motion to adjourn the closing ode
was sung, and the Grand Division ad-
journed in Love, Purity, and Fidelity.

Joun Tooken G. Scribe,



