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The Herald.

DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

5th YEar. ToronTo, CAN

Apa, April, 1889, NE 44,

Conexr®* Lirterarcne.—The Forum for
Dec. has an articl by March on the “ Reign
of Law in Speling.” It is popular in car-
scter, not pretending to make advances in
our noledg, pleads that Law, or regularity,
be alowd to prevail in sp. as slswhere, insted
of present caos. As a first step it urges
that the beter of two curent spelings be chos-
en and used, such choice not to be by cap-
rice but by rule or law. If the articl does
not lay down principls necesary to guide us
in this selection, it gives a list of individuals

UNITE AND AGREE.

‘We shud not fail but thru our own divi-
sions, and this faith inspires us with hope.
Let us giv up the vain desire for absolute
perfection of fonetics of visibl speech, so
fasinating to students of Melvil Bell ; con-
tent with moderat changes carid out at once
by present printing aparatus ;let our watsh.
word be * Union,” and we shal win. * * *
Let us form agresiv partis, and cut into
the falanx of officialism ; leu leading filolo-
gists and teacners leag together and atak

favorabl to amendment of sp. * This jingl of | the speling idol, and at last e wil be carted
names the same riter has givn in Chautau- | away. Then Kintergarten children wil
quan for June, *87. Like letersof introduc- | Jeyn's real system of funetics, and reading
tion and recoplenda.txo_ns generaly, we bel}ev wil ceas to be a trubl; then clder children
such useles in America. The publication | wil translate sounds from one language to
of such names in Canads, ofn givn, has | another, and boys and girls no longer uter
amounted to litl. Authority goes f°.1' 1f1ﬂ the French of Stratford atte Bowe; then
i\‘i clt;-aglantxc cizcls, ‘In th3 Cenhf) y),or 'wxl atruand realy sientific filology become
arch is an e(!ltqf'!&‘ on “The Eng lSh.posxb], not for the few only, but for all
I.:angg. mt Ar'tlxex;xca. giving (l:ertx_x facts ‘im(l \ who‘lmv peen saved from stupefying waste
:(x)g\ ;S.s S; Z‘e;aat.m;.z %ﬁ?éxi.aér:g:xﬁgeg;ic%‘: of time involvd in repeating for cverin
Lang."y;vith its A.mericunisms," forgeting | :gé;liﬁg,ﬂ_mp,fo]lzlgﬁifn _]f,x,l,;-!,l;:]/‘J;“}:"E:’Ct;?}:;l,
g‘f‘ﬁfﬁfhﬁ?‘ﬁ gggl:) lz;.:éﬁr%z]y zal\llrvi\ba;;s‘ 2;’.’!‘; ; T?e chie{ diﬁcult;i in \l\]‘ay “f introducing
ied out there. The 1Hury | a reform that nearly all scolars auree to
gleows;' that on this side isa soil on which recomend as desirabl iy imposibility at
e e i ity A ST Gl AR AN LR i
v . s t . i . § 3 A no: aesirad): o]
bere ; while there (even in the Filologic So- | change the present system for haf o dozen
ciety’s new dictionary)  practicaly its in- others; one general systew in Britun and
fluence is in favor of most conservativ and , another in this cuntry, wul be confusion
%;r?ﬁleyﬁ:gllit?aipelmg datle%t tlslsg;osyd ; , wors c(inflouulded, Reform shud come by
siculus, ed Oct. 1888, of , gradual development as i ~ ¢ owi
the Proceedings of the Canadian Institute éermau, mnﬁﬁ ):(]3“{, :thl:r lll::ufl‘::,lguwnllé
Lvﬂ{‘)e émll;xd axl,xl‘\‘lsfi\rt&?d ar}:‘l% lof Jlt) pages riters and printers of these languuses had
g .1.“ 3 ro;v‘nin,,f:]. A, on dogu xlonmf?l s set their faces resolutc]_y aguinst all changes
b‘;ut in ]\yl)‘l'c\ 110: ls'&l.1 £00! h €a S{lzh of speling, as do English critics of Ameri-
e o Lot ctory to fisig Standnrd ' oo v eatim e proe oA siora]
H 3 B - O refor ere pro ubly., o dunera
vowels by meuns of tuning-forks and.mf‘!tul : tendency to simplifivd sp. shud be weleom.
resonators. In the same number is “ A i ed, not resisted, with this modification,
Contribution to the study of the Franco- | that reform must be Ly comon cunsent, an
Canadian Dialect™ by J. Squair, B. A. Mr. l evolution and not an arbitrary and wrtifi-
8. has givn wordlists made by actual obser- | cial system, one may accept us goold doctrin
vation at Ste Anne de Beaupre, near Quebec | Prof. Swing's aictum : * The hwman race
Cgtf{ Somlld-sluftmg has been going on | that wil from deliberat choic-: spel prograin
gltr ! elfect 3 1;}1 (a\uebechz‘ench lx)md %hn.t o‘f y programme, and tisic phthisic, and, when
isaclxzr:zaév ri f ta.sug; edr. %?e ec qunc; yits folly is poiuted to, proceeds to afirm
cfore not standard. he articl is of | that it prefers the long way, shud be com-
much interest in Comparativ Filology. ‘peld to go bak to canal-boats, puk-horses,
*REVISED SPELING:— OMIT useles lotors; %i!%tgr::nidslsa al;;%vz(;:;r;mg ::WO 0\:;1'5.1011%
— s loters; ovement in a|
CHANGE & to 2, % to f, giito fitchto tsh, it sounded so | things."—Boston Evening Transcript,
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NOI'ES ON PRONUNCIATION.
GRAY'S ELEGY (continued).
“T'he ploughmnan hotneward plods his weary way,

Homeward is homwaord, In it, o is close
o.  In New England they havan o which
exagerations (and most representations of
dinlectic speech ar exagerations) giv as v,
Thus, for «¢ kome yu wil be told that they
say “tu hum” or “to hum” and _that the
whole is “Bo hul.” The scolarly Lowel, in
the Biglow Papers, givs “hum” with evid-
-ent intention to indicate “hum.” Others
apear to teach that this is 1 »t v but haf-
opn o, midway between o and o. Whit-
ney distinguishes it from v, suying:—

. “Inregular and authorized pronunciation ther
is no such thirg, in nccented sylabls, as tru short
o. The sound, however, is n wel-recognized ole-
ment of New Encland uterance, in a very small
number of words—whether and how far outside
of New Eng. and its colonis, and whether atall
among théceducatedon the other side of thoocean,
I canot say. By it, none is perfectly distinguisht
from Anoiwn, ang whole from kole, 88 is fuil from
Sool, and sin from seen: and in these two words
(tho naneis ofn pronounced like snsn, oven in Now
England) the sound in question most clearly and
frequently apears  The list of « ords in which it
isgiva varies, I think, not a 1itl indiferent indi-
viduals: in my own practice, it is nearly or quite
restricted to none, whole, home, stone, smoke, folks,
coaly cloak, toad, threat; [ hav herd most ofh Trom
others, in adition, done and dboat.......Much as or-
thoepists may discard and stigmatize this sound,
& fonologist can hardly help wishing wel in his
‘secret hart to a tondency which wud reliev the
spokn alfabet of such an anomaly and reproach
as absence of a tru short 0."—0r, & Ling, Studies,
‘2d Series, Part 8, §10,

We arsatisfied that we hav herd it from
nativs of Cornwall and Devon. For infor-
mation on this pointand much els we pa-
tiently wait for 5th part of Ellis on Pro-
nunciation. Is not the sound in question
-one imported by Puritans who setid New
Eng.? Isit not an arcaic vewel dying out
-on both sides of Atlantic? Whitney is
about the only American that we no of
who clearly givs the sound, and he tels us:

“My ;l)lnce of residence and education, up to 16
years old, was in Massachusetts, on the Connec-
ticut niver, at Northampton — a shire-town of
long standing, which in my yuth had not lost its
ancient and wel-cstablisht reputation as a home
of ‘old familis,” and scene of special culture and
high-bred society ; the bivthplace «f President
Timothy Dwight, and long the home of Presid-
ent Jonathan Edwards. My father was & mer-
chant and banker, not-himself a college-taut
man, but son of a graduat of Harvard ; my mo-
ther's parents wer from the shoro of Conn., her
fathera clorgyman and graduat of Yale."—/4¢d.

The sound apears o be about identical
with haf-opn ‘short ¢’ of German—not 6—
which cud be represented by Qo while Qe
stood for the opn sound, as we hav urged
repeatedly—for sientific (not popular) use.
This Haf-opn o lingers in regular German
as it does in our tung, a brahch of Low
German. This is tru of other sounds: as
chcomon in Ger. as also in remote districts
of British Iles; just as k before n is fuly
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sounded in Ger. word for boy, Anabe; and
just as peopl in the Scotsh Highlandssay
kng and knaif or knif for nee and knife,
as was general in the Tudor period of Eng,
As none and nun, nun, ar said above to
be diferent, it is plain that v is not ment,
Lowel (pron,, Lo’el)and Whitney apearto
speak of diferentsounds;or is the explan-
ation that the Biglow Papers ar coloyuial,
aproximativ and exagerativ? .
Ward is usualy givn as derived from
Saxon ward or weard, in which it shud he
nated that our printers put e« as substitute
fuo p, Saxon e, named Wen. We ofn ad
final 8, making homewards, backicards, ete,

| This s has z sound. 1ts use is optional—

Gray does not use it in this clasic. The
pronunciation -ward is givn on Murray's
authority who givs “wm‘(!f” in similar end-
ings, a8 «Zrward. Now if a be the vowel
in Ovthoepy, even profesedly liturgic,
what shal be the ideal Orthografy? werd?
ward? wurd? wrd? or what?  Giv us the
solution or work of the problem so that it
can be gon over, verified and endorst if
right. fiu]d, dogmatic statements of bare
result wont do—giv us the work. Nor is
an efeminat, whimsical like or dislike of
much acount. Unles it be puton a firm
basis, it wont stay put, any more than the
gost in Ilamlet.
(T'o be continued.)

VOWEL SCALE.
E i
Z u
i u
Q )
¢ u 0
e e

@ % a . a 0

finite fi'nit

infinite in'finit

gaol, jail jal

goal gol

there (adverb) deer

“  (expletiv) Jor
their, (pronoun) der

gone gon (not, gen)

shone shon

shown shon

breeches britshaz

]fzowdoin L;)od’n ;

igure ig'yur, not figor
barrel b xéel, ot ba"-i‘-al, barl
paragraf pa‘ra graf, not pav-
paraphrase pa'ra fraz o«

EKEY:a ae@ exiieoov u
asin art atale elleelill Inorox no up putvoze

|
|

—
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TIE KIVE RULES.

*1. Omit ¢ from the digraf ca when pronounced
as e-short, as hed, helth, spred, ete,

“2, Omitsilent ¢ nftor & short vowel, as in hav,
giv, liv, definit, hostil, genuin,

“3, Write / for s4 in such words as alfabet,
fantom, camfor, filosofy, telegraf.

4, When a word ends with a doubl consonant,
omit the last, as in shal, clif, eg.

“5, Chango ¢ finnl to ¢, where it has the sound
of ¢, as in lnsht, g‘uprost. fixe,”

The above Five Rules ar, or should be,
wel known. We hav adopted them as our
mintmum of change—all beyond them is
stil open, as we ar satisfied that what we
once said is stil true, namely, “Revision
“of Speling has been injured and  retard-
“ed by answers that ar premature, by fore-
“closure of questions which should hav
“heen left open. Nobody should expect
“to hav accepted an elaborat system of o-
“racular dogmas which ring hollowtothe
“knock of critical inguiry. The ‘common
“sens of most’ must endorse what wil
Sstand.” The Jur. Amer. Orthoepy, in its
April issue, seriously invites all to accept
its solution, supremely unconscious that it
fails in a dozen of ways, The speling in
this paragraf illustrates the effect when
the above rules ar applied so that ther
may be sampls for comparison with an ex-
tension of the rules made by M+ Pitman,
inventer of Fonografy, and inserted-here
at his request. M~ P. calls it his “First
Stage,” manifestly thinking that the rules
above dont go far enough. Some think
them mendeﬁ by the extension; others say
that they ar spoiled. We leave the reader
to compare and judge from this and the
paragraf in our *trial corner.” Ilere ar
Mr Pitman’s “Five Rules for Improving
Speling, as « First Step toward Sp. Ref»":

“RuLg l.—Theletterse, ¢, 1, arerejected as use-

less, and evory other consonant is confined to
the representation of one sound ; as one figure
represents one number.
. “RULE 2—4,¢, 4, o, u,r0present short vowels
in pat, pet, pit, pot, gut: and » represents, in addi-
tion, the vowel in éue, dowdle. Thediphthongs in
bind, boy, bound, beauty, axe written by edy ol on, in;
and the open diphthong innaive,Kaiser,by ai. (1,
in preference to 7, represents tie first person.)

“RuLE 3.—7/ represents the two sounds in
breath, breathe, (called, assingle lotters, i#/, thee),
and the recognized digraphs cZ, sk, ng, (called, as
singl letters, chay, ish, ing,)xrepresent the sounds
heard in muck, woish, sing. 2k(zhee) is introduced
for the voiced isk in wiston (vizhon).

. “RuLE 4—In monosyllables, and sometimes
in polysyllables, » represents »g before £ and g,
as think (thingk), anger (ang-ger.)

“RULE {—The spelling of the LoNG vowels is
not altered, excopt in cases of gross irregularity,
such as lean (L0), cocoa (ROKO), recesve (Yeseov), be-
lieye (beleey], because any system of digraphs
that lm{,']nbc‘adgpted torepresent the long vow-
¢ls would prejudice the reform. Every letter of
the old alfabet is used-uNIFORMLY, ONLY for the
reprosentation of consonants, short vowels, and
diphthongs. .

“No change iz &t prezent propozed in speling

roper namez, whether ov personz or plasez.

his department ov orthografi, ov reit, belongz
tu tho ownerz ovthe namez,and the inhabitants
ov the plasez.”

Trial corner.]

Wiy Nor we? - Hou kumz it that when
most nashons ov sivileizd Europe hav rek-
tified their speling, English speling, bei
far in greatest need ovreform, stil remainz
in kaos? Italianiz almost perfekt: Spain
[and Holland] long ago reveizd its orthog-
rafi bei guvernment authoriti; Peter the
Great, the autocrat ov Russia, perjd the
alfabet; onli resentli Germany korekted
sum ov the anomaliz in their speling thru
the Prussian Minister ov Ediukashon;
wheil Wales, poor despeizd Wales, thru
the Eisteddfod, haz kept riten langwaje
az nearaz posibel in harmoni with spoken
langwaje. After strong kondemnashon
from eminent authoritiz—W.E.Gladstone,
Bishop Thirwall, Max Miiller, ets.—~iz it
not a wunder that the thing iz stil toler-
ated? Whot iz the reazon?......Welsh
orthografi iz perfekshonand simplisiti it-
self kompared with English, Az far az
Roman ka.akterz permit, it iz in harmoni
with filologik seiens, in that it proveidz :
leter for everi sound in the langwaje, and
theze leterz ar konsistentli uzed: so that
lerning tu read simpli meanz lerning the
namez and soundz ov the leterz. The Ei-
steddfod haz performd the funkshon ovan
Akademi for all materz literari in Wales,
inkluding orthografi—E. JoNes in Pit-
man’s Jurnal, .

Druxky 8 —Whisky afects locomotion
and so gets calld ‘tangl-leg.” It afects the
tung too. &, no mater whether sounded
as in sin, vision, or as z, is changed by the
drunkn into sh—at any rate that is fairly
inferd from:—

“A STRICT REGARD FOR TRUTH.—Vy/vwe. ‘Hold
up. uncl! . eopl’l think you 're screwed.” Uncl.
‘No, no, § eorgsh!no ’'sh’ bad ‘sh that! ‘shawe
time—~don’ le' sh be' —(lurching hewily) — ‘osht'n-
tash'ly shober: can't bear osht'utash’'n.' "—Ilus-
trated in Sunck tor 9th March, 1859,

Now, what ar the facts?

SLEND A Haxp.”—Many supose inven-
tion of diferentiated leters a main object,
anxius to display inventiv skil in efecting
solutions that no one els acccepts. Much
beter wud it be if such time and talents
wer givn to geting over diicultis a long
way short of this. Ther ar many such
dificultis. If yu, reades, ar not aware of
them, yu ar in such blisful condition that
twer almost “folly to e wise,” Lend a
hand in solving whag lies at hand and not
chase rainbows after promist pots of glit-
ering gold. Solv simpler questions: other
dificultis wil then vanish.

Tue HERALD, 4_pages monthly texcept July-
Aug.) is devoted to Pronunciation and Amended
Speling. SuBscRIBE: Terms, 25¢. & year; 5y'rs, 31
7 copis, to one adres, 50 cents; 15 copis, ditto, 31,
Foren stampstaken. Bound nos.,any pastyr,25c.
Adres THEHERALD, 125 Harbord St, Toronto,Can
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Teacher—Spel one, main uncorrupted. If words ar to presery
Boy—Oh-en.ce—one. their purity of pronunciation, symbols that
T.—Wonder, represent them must no longer deceiv, We
B.—Oh-en ce.der—awvonder. therfore clai that movement for speling
T.—Rong. Try fwo reform 18 one that shud enlist suport of
B.—Tee-doubleyou-oh—{fqo evry man who desires to save our noble
T.~Do. language from corruption. Aud who ig
B. - Dee-doubleyou-oh—do. ther among men capabl of apreciating the
T.—Ancther mis. Laugh, rich music of that language, that does not
B.—(Proudly)--L-eh-you-jee-aitch--laug/i | desire to save it from corruption ? A great
T.—Calf. . German scolar once said, * The care of the
B.—Kay-eh.you-jee-aitch—calf, national language I consider s atall timeg
T.—Rong agnin.  Enough. a sacred trust, and a most important privi.
B.—Ee-en-oh-you-jee-aitch—enough. lege of higher orders of society. Evry man
T.—Stuff. L [ of education shud make it the object of hig
B.—Ess-tee-oh-you-jee-aitch—stuff, unceasing concern, to preserv his lauguage

. pure and entire, in ail its beuty and perfec.
Syranrs.—A sylabl consists of one vowel [ tion. . . A nation whose language be.

*sound, or two vowel sounds immediatly | comes rude and barbarus, must be on brink
folloing each other ;2. and one or more con- | of barbarism i regard to evrything els, A
sonants. The vowels require for their carac- | nation which alows her language to go to
teristic tones a larger space in the mouth | ruin, is parting with last haf of intelectual
than the consonants, and while the mouth | independence, and testifies her wilingnes
is tuned and untuned for the vowel of a{toceastoexist.” What Schlegel thus indi-
sylabl, the parts of the mouth on their, cated as a privilege of the * higher orders
way forward and bakward form the con- | of society,” is the duty of all men, and par-
sonants belonging to the sylabl. In other ) ticularly so now, when the term * man of
words, a sylabl is a group of speaking!education™ is no longer synonymus with
sounds produced by one puls of breth, with ' one belonging to what is calld * higher
varius quikly sncceeding movements of the | orders of society.”

speaking mecanism, the mouth opning and ; The tendencis that favor spred of cor-
closing 1n tuning and untuning for the rupt habits of x-{peeoh ar stron 2 and never
vowel. It is on this acount dificult to pro- entirely absent. DBut agencis that counter.
nounce two’consonants, similurly formd, act them ar numerus, and may berelied on
coming close together in samesylabl, as, for if strenuusly nplied', to neutralize th en;

:lusﬁ» nee, dn a:xtd 3?’ t?;;dsnl,l]m;)?f});b? fo_r;? ' altogether. While, however, corrupt spel-
ubl consonants 1 1e sylabls, 88 I, | iy gurvives among us, itsclf sugesting cor-

pp: but it instantly becvies easy when:m t modes of speech, e formidabl ob-
they ar separated })y a lwlwcl s If]af, ﬁap{ i strPcl standsin theway. That which might
ete. When, for exampl, the sylabl nux 8] powerfuly asist in preventing mischivus
pronounced, the tung-tip forms x while the hanees, actualy asists in producing them !
mouth cavity sets itself in tune for ¢ ; a})d . %}f“:" fil'ture w}il " ai) <;1i s]upthu.t anom a,ly:
B ot Mopawlie eury fndividunl s et
ed an e.\v opuing of th.c) mouth nn.d a new ' ])est he can, those litl inacuracis Wl_uch creep
coth.—M SpiLk Voi "into our speech, sometimes so lmpercep-
puls of the breth.——Mapsy Srun. (V0ice 11,14 that no one noz how ; and which, trifl-
in Speaking, chap. iii./ l ing perhaps in each instance, nevertheles
i amount in agregat to serius changes in the
« ENGLISH UXDEFILED.” ; language. :
The speling veformer is ofn depicted as  Corruptions ar product of ignorance and
a dangerus revolutionist, redy to disfigure  indolence, propagated chiefly by unconsecius
langnage for sake of fanciful consistency.  imitation. Wehav noticed with regret thag
No ‘description cud be farther from truth. , some debased pronunciations hav reccivd a
The speling reformer is esentialy conserva- sort of guasi-sanction in cextn cheap pro-
tiv. Exempt from the comon eror of con- nouncing dictionaris. The public shud be
founding the word itself with the form in, wnrnd against evry dictionary not edited
which it apears in print, he is indeed. by o man of scolarly atainments. The
anxius to supersede evry faulty form of  mischif that sanction of a dictionary may
capricius construction, by a perfect form & do in this way is very considerabl. But it
bilt up in a sientific way. Thismay fairly is mainly by what we hav calld unconscius
enuf be termd radical change, and as far ' imitation that litl triks of speech, ofensiv
as the form is concernd, the description 'to a refined ear, ar aquired. How many
wud be strictly acurat. But its purposis,, of these objectionabl litl corruptions ar
in best sens, conservativ. Form must be, curent, wud suprise anyone who has not
corrected in order that substance way re- I paid special atention.—Pitman.




