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f oneti'c leual

DEVOTED% TO PRONLJNCLATION AND REVISED SPELINO.

2ND YER . PORT HO0PE. CANADA, SePT., 1886. Ný. 17.

YD VOWELS.
The sourid exprest by y in yet can be

h~erd before any vowel1 or glide and is
berd before most of thaim as in Yeiah,
yoke, year, yawn, yon. young. yarn. etc.
Mr Rous at p. 6 of bis pamnflet quite
pertinently askb 'Why shud ew in new
be treated as a difLhong more than the
conibinations of y with other vowels?"
[t shud not. For orthoepic purposes,
it is probably best to denote the sound
by insertinq y ini evry case.

Bpfore the vowels in put and 7-ule, y
is comnonly unexprest in oid speling.
Insertin e it in ordinai v print, especialy
in mid word givs such print an awk
ward look. Comenly ijm, wil be betr to
insert y at begining of a word and in
sorne words. as valyu, at begining of a
syiabi other than first; otherwise use
as a conttraction for y and either of the
two vowels rnentiond.

This q is not an al1fabetie letr at al
but an option-1. contraction. We alredy
use xso5. Xis au alowabl contraction
for ks or gz -sometimes usci ofn not.
Such use of q and X is paraleld by the
way Z is used in Italian and German
viz , as an optiorn2l contraction for ts.

In that teling artici on the Speling
Evil we hav denoted yd u's by either
inserting y; if this wud look awkward,
we denoted it by puting u ini itahic.

Somne redy way to denote when an u
is yd is importaùat to help chek a comon
but glaring mispronunciation, not no
ing when to, giv a yd ut and whennot.
Exampil, stoodent for student, or dook
for duke, or figur, insted of figyur, for
figure, I Worcester, as stereotypt in
1859 and s0 printed unchanged ever
since, ther is no indication when to giv
yd u and when not. It is givn in the
rezently issued suplemnent, but this is

not sold separatly, and, when got, we
must, look ini two places for a word.

D UI'CH, the language of Holland,
has alredy had its speling reviscd and
giva state sanction. Bosworth says:
, The services of Prof. Siegenbeek in

restoring and re'nodeling Dutch bav
been so highly estimated by bis cuntry
that bis systern of Orthografy obtaind
government sanction in 1806. Since,
for sake of yuniformity in expresing
words, iL is required that evry publie
document shud be ritn in strict acord
with his orthogratic systeni. A free
translation of the Sciipture in meodema
Dutch style and orthogi'afy was made
by Prof. van der Palm of Leyden. It
was publisht in 4to in 1825. and tho it,
had not the sanction of the States Gen-
eral, nor is it aclopted in chu'-chos, it is
in great denaand and in general use.
The Establisht Version of Scripture,
madle acording to regulations of Syned
of Dort 1618 to, 1619 and first pubiisht
at Leyden in 1637, had its orthografy
miodernized acordingy to Siegenbeek's
systeni by Rev. H. Cats, minister of
Dutch Refornid church at Leyden. Mr
Cats dying before the work was corn-
pleted, it was finisbt by Prof van Elen-
gel, and publisht in 4to by Thieme of
Arnheim in 1834."1 On ail which let us
r mark that what the Duteb acomplisht
ini erly part of century we shud be able
to acomplish at iatr part. Spanish or-
thografy was revised in last century: se
thi, f Orthografic Revision by a nation
i8 not something holly unherd of.

-Romann Z1jpes with loer case znod-
eld after the cursiv riting of the l2th
century wer tirst redust te symetry
and made a Text type ini 1471 by Nie.
elas j-qon a famus printer of Venice.



TUE SPIIING EVIL.

The Athenians so runs the myth, had
imoed on thera by Minos the teribi

taxof8 sevn youths and sevnI maidens t?
be sent evry nine years ta feed the mon -
ster Minotaur. enclosed in enclies ma-
zes of a labyrinth in Crete. The third
ship bearing this tribut was about to
sait when yung Theseus betho' t hlm of
posibility of slaying the monster. The
tbolt first, the galant deed folod. But

A MORE TERIBL TAX
is iznposed on Exiglish speaking peopis
by the Minos of untbinking, unreason
abi, and we can now say ignorant fash.
on. The futurs of thousands and tens
of thousands of youths and maidns ar
sacrifist anyualy- law com2pels it-7to
the hybrid cadmean Minotaur of Eng-
glish speling. Taking time absorbd in
home study and scool work in lerning
speling and maecanical reading alone,
li scool life in Nova Seotia, England
and U. S. above time necesary to, mas-
ter sanie subject8 with fonetie speJing,
two years ar lost absotutly-worse than
bat, as more injury than good resuits
froma it. 1Normal scools ail over bav
shouted st it froni norning to evening
with.fonic, fonetic and say method 11
Baal hear us.' Yet speling remains a
task with yung pupils tending to make
scool life repulsiv to many. It is cer
tanly chargeabi witb nearly ail iliteracy
li English speaking cuntris, and with
a great deai of the truancy and

QENERAL DISGUST OP~ LERNING
in elementary scools, and with the znost
mischivus and systema tic craming in
any enlightnd nation. alow canspeIing
li foren languages lesn task of mema
orxzing our derived irregular words? 1It
Ï8 -aur cram with ail mischivus efeots of
that notorius systera intensifled in evil
efeets by its conxanding position at the
very portals of our educational systeni.
After it la cramd, what ia it? Liaxi toi
one of a thonsand teatimonia: Sayoe,
profesor of fi[ology at Oxford, speaks
thus: 'English speling has bocore a
more series of arbitrar-y combinatione,

AN EM5ODUIENT OF WMID OUESES
and ety ologisof apre-sintiflc ae, the
hap-hazard caprice of ignorant priint-
ers-" With a sound syatem, chilciren
cud lecm to spel and read mecanicaly,
roasonably and corectly in few months.

PEOPL BUUD RIZE In THIEIR MJGHT,
dernand that this sacrifice be stopt and
the Miotaur slain. Alredy yung Tne.
seus lias resolvd. The embodinient of
literary lerning in Bngland and Amer.
ica as represented in the filologie soci-
etis lias with yunanioe:ty agreed on a
reyi8ed if flot a complate fonetic spot-
ing. The greatoat names in sience, po..
etry, and councits of the empire hiav
declarod li favor of a reforznd spelige
Yunivorsity corporations, state govern-
menats, even the national governuient
of the U. S.. liav initfated acti-n. The
outy reat diflculty i.ow is

AGiREEMENT
on most practical selemo. Within a fera
years, Gerrnan governnients by edict
coinpleted a (partiatj reforma in their
alredy excelent speling. Take awvay
the forces of gové>rnnaent prescriptions
ard examinations which compel us at,
expens of much time. money and lern-
ing Wo adhore te. aur present unsiexi-
titic and caotic systeni, and a spont.
aneus rush for an îrnproved orthografy
wil be made at an infinit number o£
points. This alioz that the work of ouxn
governnxents must be chieiy the

CO-ORINATION Or TESE FORCES
of deveiopment se as to produce a yu.
niforra ritn language ini ai cuntris. la~
scools of Noya Scotia wo may ye t li v ta
aoe a yusles, a mmnd damaging and a
tirnt> wasting aubject discarded and in
its place, yusfut, mind developing and
fasinating subjeots substituted. Two
years more can lie spent on literiiry,
(not letterary). subjects in the study of
language sience and art. Gi eek and
Roman clasica eau ho comenat two y rs
erlier by candidates for clasie cours, Of
modern languages by candidates for
comorcial eours, while mastery of aur
own language and the flr.t principis of
sience shat be two. years ini ad-isnoe li
ail Student8. The academny anid yuniv-
orsity wil zext feel an impuls as atrong
as the COMOn scool. - -PxuNCIP'AI MA>-
KAT- in lleratd (Hatifax, NV. 8.)

âff "Tu difer woz not crim:
The veriing bdlz med up

the perfect chim."
WM'rxep

aEAL for 1885,bound,postpaid,25 o.



-Tua STA&TEmomr of Prof. Skeat as
givn p. 64 deserv maarkt atention from
their bearing on probleni of obscure
vowels. In efeet they amount to 1 N
rapresents twe varietis of sound: first
that c'alld vocalic or capabl et being
sounded alene, and secondly a sound
purely consonantal. 2. These varietis
naed but oe é3ign, n, in pr -ctice. 3. LI
m aiLd r shud hoev similar treatmnt.

DON'Tluse complete fonketie spelirig
in documnents jntended to be red by the
geiieral public. The present genaral
publiocan't read compIrâte fonetiospel-
ing and wont try. Yu might as wel
begin the conversion of the (Jhinese hoy
distributing arnong themn copis of New
Testament in Greek. Secondly, DeN"r
use even aznendedi speling excapt ao-
ording to defini> mies. Oapricius spei-
ing is bad, whethar petrified As in the
dictionary, or shitting acordinDg to the
taste and fancy of the speler. In doc-
um.ents ment te ha reci by the genera,'
public, a certan amnount of amended
speling, acording te detinit rules, ex-
cites interest, shoz the iter te--bav tbe
curage of his convictions, and is yusful
in breaking down prejudie; but if the
changes ar se numerus as te maka the
reading diticuit te- unpractist eyes, the
«'im is defaated. the artici gees unred.
-S. R. A. Ruletin, May 1886.

- Mr. H. SWEET, 14. A., in a paper
before the Education Society, teaches:
"&Gemman short o. which is distinct frein
our o in not, is the first element eof our
dîfthong oi.' [Yes. and is net such
sound or a. vary close aproximation te
it the genemal short o of Eùirepe? la
0e net the very hast shape for a sound
in such. gexieral use? As confirmawery
of' the viaw that e in EUrope ïs used
(hesides its ordinary sound in n ol with
a value which ofh coincides with that
in our word ner, and in genaral cornes
very near it, we quota frein Webster-
" Froperlyspeaking,the sound aproach-
as o in no, and is inx thet intermediat
betwean o in noi and o ini note. This
at leat is true eof French, German and
Italian.1" The artici. i Webster was
ritn by Dr Tomnas and wil be found on
page 1683 eof the edition et' 1880. The
o's i Italian Liveo (Leghorn) ar ex-
actly those i nor and no.-En.J

LI'ERA TUBE-.
Pua.ýroea LIVRE DE LEctuRr, (Méthode

Fonétique) parPaul Passy, profeseur
de langues vivantes. Paris, Hachette.
79 Boulevard St. Gèrmain.

KLEi-z m LESEaucu fuer Rinder von 7
bis 12 jahren. Gesammeit von Prof.
Paul Passy. London, F. Pitinan, 20
Paternoster Row.
The first i8 a pr.mer for teaching

French ohildren te read by the sound
method, tha latr a siai elevantary
reading book for German oidren for
like use. Each is useful aise to teach
the pronunciation of aither tung. As
such they u.r valuabi te, the student of
Goniparativ OrtUioepy. We 8aa get.
thera for thoz-who wish.

-Practice is the noua. fïo practise
is the verb. The distinction is ofn ov-
ertookt; In Revised Speling the verb
is practtis past participi, poractist.

-In goneral we spel by the foloing
rules which ar on trial but believwteV
be worthy of adoption:
A. Oit evry iiseles letr.
B. Ca&s.GE Çd, ph, ghz

if soundedue 0 te t, f, f
-Italie Types wer first made by AI.

dus Minutîuas at Venice about 1501. fr
the exclusiv. use eof which. ia Italy he
obtaind~ a brief from Alexander VI.-
This neat Ietr was modeld after the
handriting eof Petrarch.

JA PANY.-A "RomA-I RAI" (Roman
Aiabet Asoo'n> propoz te uze 22 eut of-
present 26. Romn letrs, emiting 1, q, y-
and x- They accept theconsonants &t
their usual English values, anda voweW8
at thoz of Italian, German or Latin.-
Chine.se ideegrafs ar said te be ne betr
titel te expres Japanese than. te expres.
Ls.in or English, and it is estimated
Ghat use of the Roma-ji Rai system wil
reduce by fine tenths (soe say by
forty nine fiftiethsý, the labor incurd
hy a Japanese lad in lerning te read.
Alredy the Roma ji Rai bas bagun to
print a nawspaper;, prominent jurnals
ar devoting a colum a day teniatr print-
acf ini Roman letrs, and dictiontaris, text
books, nativ literature and cinajo texte
ar te ha thus set ferth as oportunity
offers.-American Bookmaker.



1>6IUNISSl N

At midsuner examinations held ail
over ()ntsirio certan exam. papers wer
conîiplaind of as too dificult with gret
edlucatio,'al row as result. Thoz iii or
thograf'y and orthoepy ar among thez
especialy coniplaiiid of. We giv thezin
pronnciation.
3D CLAS . . . . Examiner, J. Dearness.

Pivide the foloing words into sylabîs,
accentuate, indicate the sounds of' tihe
vowels and italicized consonants --*
epicurean, finanres, amenable, levee,
chivairous, pedagogy, usury, defrit,
Mogul, misanthropic, posthunious,
lei,;urely.
21) CiAS... Examiner, J. Dearness.

Divide into sylabls, accentuate. mark
the sound of the voweis and of' the
it,.liciz,,ýd consonants-
accoulireci, plunqjed. chicane, palanquin
A.Yiatic, complaisant, allies, incognito,
indiscernible, erison, horizon, iutanist,
column, sepals.

Spel foneticaly mesne. îvh(,o, ghoul.
[*In indics rang sounds, flânetic. spel-

inir is recomended, If diacritic marks
othler than long (-), short (v), and ob-
scure (.) ar useci, a key must be givn.]

fNt5~MDIÂ. .Exam'r, J. Seath, B.A.
Indicate fully thse pronunciation of'

tremendous, ravine, .z3oitèri nio, hoverîng
Notre Dame, tieroine, violent, Munich
masculine, cowardice, Ardennes, alien
bayonets. sanguine extraordinary.

Accent the foloing:
harassed. peremptory, exigencies, area
G-enoa, traversed, discipline, preced.
ence, decorous, contemplating."

The reot of thse trubi lies in our or-
thografy being (1) se exceedingly irreg-
ular. and (2) not corresponding with
pronunciation. Bot wud be remedid
by speiing by Sound. Without change
ef ortbografy thse evil cud be mitigated
by adopting a s impl mode of indicating
orthoepy, and having if bofis taut and
in use in scools. Unfil then, the trubi
must be ef anuai recurence. Thse fauit
lies between teachers and the Educa
tional Department in net having bro't
such simpi mode into use. Tru, Ayer's
Orthoepist is recomen-led but is flot in
general use. The few who use it corn-
plain that ifs eystein is tee comples; ît
givs 7 sounds te a, and 9 to o for ex-

ampi. Its markings ar Webiiterian in
accenteci sylahîs; in unaccented enes
lie com;tq Worcester s great fault of
marking evrytiiig obscure and se l'a-
voring a slovenly orthoepy. When to
\Vebster's complexitvtheris buperaded
Worcester s obscuirity thse 14ults of
hoth -we ar not astonishit that it is
fbund impracticabl in scools. TIhe key
is got by the simpier and eider yet betr
systemi ef Walker iniproveci by denot-
ing dilerences of' soutid-quality by al-
terations ini tise ietr shape. wisile the
accent mark is an ail suficient guide te
quantity. Ilere is ansr, accent beingen
lirst sylabi unlAs state(f othervrise.

K E y (aIiaILe E 11 a0 01 U ilu
az ini art at ale cil eel it 1 or ox no up, put do

ep i ky u'rE-an fi nan'sez a-
mE'/na bi lev E sýhiv ai rus
ped a goj i yujuri de fis'
it Mo gui' mis au fhrop'ic
post hyti'mus lE j ur li a eu"
trd pluinj ed ýbi ean' pal-
an kiEn' (1~ ýhi at'ic cern pla-
zaut alîz' incog'nito in-
di zern'i bi or izon horî'zon
lyri'tan ist col'um sep'lz.
mrnn hup gal tremen'dus
ravE-ni Solf«rL'no huver
.Not r Dctrn hcr o in vi o lent
Munie mas ky u lin cou ad
is COr den' al1 yen ba on et
sag'gwin eks tror'din er i.

The mnetre of thse vers from which
plunged is taken requires it as two syl-
abis. AJi without dot givs the French
Sound of 'j. In Scool Orthegrafy, yd u
is givn by q. In tise above we giv, thse
deliberat, or what WValker catis oi ato-ic
as distinguisht froin colo 1 uiai orthoepy.
Words harassed te confemplating ar ail
preperly enuf accenfed on flrsf sylabi.
Pee)oery, preceden.ce and decoi-ous ar
aise accented on thse second.
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