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TORONTO..-MrW. Houston, M A.,
bro t before Canadian Institute a reso
lution to apoint Mesrs Boyle, Browning,
Shaw and himself a comitee to asertain
and report what steps had been taken
by Governments Universitis. Coleges
and Lerned Societis to secure general
introduction of a more simpl Speling.
Mr H. had presented his views on this
in other places. As a rule, speling in
a more logical and simpl maner was
aproved by teachers and those familiar
with the subject. This reform wud rev-
olutioniz> speling inabout 10,000 words
or 3000 of those constantly used, with-
out greatly changing their apearance.

DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND REVISED SPELING.

Porr Hovre, Caxana, Me, 13

S
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tHeilbronn, is publishing two books of
fonetic French one by Mons. F. Franke
the other by Prof P. Passy. A note-
worthy thing is he not only pays cost of
publishing but the authors for their
work. He rekons on a large sale.

Sara is now fashonabl for Sarah.
Did Sara Beranhardt set the fashon?

— ATy ATE' dolars was the amount
: calld for by a chek presented recently
i at the Catskil (N. Y.) National Bank,

| —-Misionaris desiring literature of
Revision of Speling for distribution o't
1 to send us 25 cts. for a large parcel of

Mr Browning in seconding tho't it did , bak numbers. We wil send thoz of any
not go far enuf. He preferd the Inst. particular isue if reguested —so far as
taking more activ part. DrCasidy said | we hav them.

he had alredy gon to trubl of leming! N & ATY— Prof.
to spel and did not wish to lern over |, T A Prof. b Passy

again.. In reading works of great riters
he was aquainted with their tho'ts as
presented in certan speling and change
of that wud to great extent mar efect
of tho'ts. He wud prefer the motion
tabled. Dr C. alone oposed it. After
Dr Workman, Mesrs Livingstone, Ker,
Dnle and others had exprest themsalvs
in its favor the resolution was carid.—
World. [The Can. Inst. 18 a sientifio
body long establisht. It champions the
24 our movement. A like motion at
last meeting of Univ, TorontoSenat was
ruled out of order ---‘an African in the
fence.”’]

FRANCE.—The Asoc'n of teachers
by fonetic methods determin to start a
smonthly the size of Lo printed
holely in & 36 letr alfa! . to be calld
the Funetic Teacher. 1t wil be in Eng

lish - they find the best way to teach

tes from Paris, France, “‘After much
! tho't and study I hav come to yur opia-
| ion that guality enly shud be indicated
by shapes oi letrs. Distinguish quantity
when necesary by diacritics.”

55~ In weight 6 letrs represent 3
I'soundsindicated by w @ t. So therar

in fough 3 letrs for 3 sounds, tof;
in caught, 6 . 3 ‘¢ eca tl
in weave, 5 ¢ 3 ., ¢ waw
altogether 22 ¢ 27 ¢

— Andrew McNally, of the printing
hous of Rand,McNally & Co., Chicago,
says: ‘1 hav workt in all branches of
! printing and no the worry, vexation,
_cost and delay causd by silent letrsand
| bad speling. Any system that leavs out
1

all silent letrs must be of imens, almost
j mesurles, value to printers and book-
ime.kers; & vast relief to the peopl by
i reducing the cost of education; and a

our language is by the sound method. | blesing to children by making aquisi-
Therar signs of progres for French too. | tion of the elementary branches easy,
A German bookseler, Henninger in!rapidand agreeabl.”
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YOWEL SOUNDS & VOWEL LETRS.
By Euiza B. Burnz, New York

The first articl in Heratp for Feh.
interested me. MrGholson has di~cov
erd, perhaps rediscoverd, the true na
ture of those vowel sbunds heretofore
styled difthongs. They ar nota union
of two simplvowels - an imposibility -
hut sounds emited while the organs of
speech change from the positionfor one
simpl vowel to that for another. The
term *‘Glide Vowel’ is therefore more
apropriat than ‘difthong’. The exact
number of Eng. vowels is yet unsetid,
but it wil now be easier to clasity such
vowel sounds as orthoepists ad mit to be
distinet. All mav be clast as Simpt
Short, Simpl Long. or Glide Vowels.

Simpl Short Vowels ar free sounds
uterd quikly while the organs of speech
ar in a fixt position. The vowzls of this
clasar Y in pin ¥ in pen, 1 in pan, o
in nof, U in nul. win put. Truae, with
some individuais and in some localitis
these Short or stopt vowels become
lengthend or drawld: but they ar sus-
ceptibl of a short, crisp uterance which
can not be givn to other vowels. The
Simpl Long Vowels ar made while the
organs of speech ar in a fixt position,
and the sounds, if not esentialy lorg,
may be prolongd without producing a
sens of incorrect pronunciation. Try
beet with bit; naught with not; pool with
pull. The Simpl Long Vowels ar ah
in bar, awin ball, ee in beet, oo in boom,
and to these must be aded uk in burr
—altho uhk ocurs before » only—and o
as herd in New England pronunciation
of whole, stone. and some other mono-
sylabls, but also herd when o is unac-
cented, as in the first sylabl of propose,
polemics. ete. The Glide Vowels ar T
oi, ow. ew. also a in fuil, a in fair and
oin . The glidein I1s from almost
any vpen or medial vowel, g, i oreven
& to the close vowel 1. O: glides from
awto 1.  Ow from ak to u in put—not
from oin ox to u in put, asstated p. 45.
Fw begins with 1 and ends with oo, a
in fail begins with ¢ and closes on T;
ain fair beginson & or & and glides
to &t in up; ok begins with pure unac-
cented o, herd in the first s¥labl of propose.

and glides tvards oo, but dees not iuclude co.
The vowels noted stapd thus:

S¥PL
8gorr V.

{ a o 4 u i a
cat cot pet out pit put

SvPL ah aw o uh @ o0
LoNGg V. ! jar jaw whole fur feel foo}
Gmmr.; i oi o oW & a o
VowrLs? file toil fowl few fate fair foe

I do not congider any of the above mentiond
to be “Shade Vowels;” nevertheies it may
not be necesary to distinguish by diferen®
letr the o in whkole from tho o in jo: or the u
in cur from the u in cwt; or the a in jair from
the a in fate. Foneticinus a divided upon
this point, and I think pone but individual
decisions can be arived at, until the ears of
peopl generaly hav been ocultivated to dis-
criminate sounds with much greater exaci-
nes than now. My experience during thirty
years of teaching fonetic print. is that chil-
dren diccriminate sounds easily; and I wud
far rather teach them with an aifebet which
denoted all recognizabl vowel sounds, lthan
with one which provided signs for only a parg,
leaving the remainder to be guest at; especi-
aly if I decired to teack exactand correct
pronunciatjon.

‘With other teachers of fonografy, I find it
very dificult to get pupis to apreciate the
diference betweon ak and oinox. In N.York,
the pronunciation of sush words as not,
waat, was, 13 nakt, kwoakt, wahz; the ah being
cut short; and so when teaching Fonic Short~
haxd, rather than delay, I let s*udents voca~
%i_ze in acordanee with their own pronuncia-

ion.

. Anotber point: Teachers in public scools
nave frequently consulted me as to the real
v.wel sound in God and dog. To cut the o
short in pronouncing God as they do in rod,
seems to them irreverent, while they do not
coneider Gawd in good taste, “Now,” say
they, “what is the irue vowe] sound?”’ I tel
them, the quality of the vowel is aw. but that
tho sound shud be made shorter than whien
pronounsing the word Maud. This shortend
aw, required for God, is, I think, no more un-
certan a sound than the shortend ak in ask
and pass, as_uterd by persens who do net
say dsk and piss, the latr being the
more comon pronunciatien.

Again; in such words a8 Lord and cord,
can we say that the vowel gound is that of o
short as in lot? The sound is &s truly aw in
lord a8 inlaw; and in an exact fonetic pring
poth must havthe same repregentation. For
the present we dispose of the perplexity by
calling the sound of » when folowing & vowel,
& “icorrupting influence:” for 1t is a fact that
the » element is frequently present when any
peculiar dificulty arises in determining the
proper vowel 2ound, or vowel 'etr, to be used.
But s distinct sound is no les .o when it ocurs
before o particular consonant, as the aw
sound in lord (soft, broth,;cross, eto., ar othep
ilustrations); or when it is i:erd only be-
fore one certan consonant, as u in urm,
which sound ocurs only before », Theeain
fair also ocurs only before r,unles drawld
3, herd among native of the Suthern
States in their pronuncistion of past, ask,
basket, (vaast, aask, baasket,) atc., 18 consid-
erd tho yowel in fair. To my ear itis the
same, minus the glide towards » which canot
be avoided in utering pair, care, their, 6tc.

—Mr 8. Crare rites from Toronto
that he wud pot like tosee alfabet of
S.R. A. adopted—he is not alone,
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THAT $50 000 BIL.

Heus Bil 303 proposes to apropriate
$50 000 to TEsT AND TRY the Nience of
Speling for a year in a scool in Chicago
whero all street car lines converge so
that evrybody can visit it day oreven
ing. 100 children and 7 teachers atter
being traind ar to be employd and paid
to spel, rite, use, aply and handi the
same and continue doing so for a year
in & room large enuf to seat [000 vis
itors. The Bil has been red ‘wiza iu
the Houns of Representativs and referd
to a comitee of thirfeen members and
by them referd to a subcomitee of four
by whom it is now being considerd. 1
spent thirty days at the Capitol. using
blak board and charts, demonstrating
to the comitee the simplicily. acuracy
and great yutility of the Sience. The
gentlmen of both comitees lisnd aten
tivly. § am satisfied that » majority of
them think favorably of the Bil and wil
soon report it bak to the ful comitee
who wil then report 1t bak to Hous of
Representativs for pasage. [ apeard
before the Senat comitee also and am
asured ther wil be litl trupl in pasing
it thru both Houses. It must wait its
turn which | think wil come erly. It
wil then become law. This wil giv the
Sience of Speling naticnal sanction af-
ter which it wil go on its own wel.atest-
ed merits.

The comitee and evrybody els under-
stands that wise men, deep thinkers.
ripe scolars, in fact anybody interested
shal hav chance to visit the scool. see,
hear, examin, and offer sugestions for
improvement. to be carefulyeonsiderd.
If & betr form be peoposed forany letr,
one more easily or rapidly ritn by the
children themselvs, it wil be changed;
if we need another letr it shal be aded,
if one is not needed it shal be erased.
We shal hav by & year'send if not al
redy, a plain. simpl, easy and comgléte
alfabet and a system of speling | aprox-
imatly] perfect which yung children
can redily lern and aply to all words of
all languages and hav the same tosted
by a year's practice and expesrience.
Chicago, 5 May. Caas. A. S10RY.

SHAKESPERE is comonly printed
in modern speling and in modern type.
This is not done with other old worthis

Saesimile.

like Spenser or Chaucer in which a fair
atempt is made to folow the original
orthografy. As to typografy they ar
mostly put in a garb calid by printers
‘modernized old style, now muchused
in books. Yu can tind sampl at p. 14,
Such old style is but an aproach to a
Ther ar several [acsimile
editions of the 1623 quarto. The New
Shakspere Society has in hand an Old-
Speling edition of Shakespere. 'This
wil render the criginal orthografy more
redily accesibl. It is very desirabl to
hav & general restoration of such ola
Tudor and Stuart spelings as ar pattic.
ularly good. Shakespere and Milton
furnish exampls in multitude in works
esteemd clasic and so familiar. ‘I his
is very important.

—Mr H.M.Clark rites from Miargar-
etsvil, N. S.: ~'T hav been waching the
movement for some years and now wish
to take a more activ part—to become
a worker. Yu may expect ocasional
orders for copis for distribution as I
intend to travel thru varius parts of
this province this sumer.”

g2y Revision of Speling has been
injurd and retarded by ansrs that ar
premature; by foreclosure of questions
which shud bav been left open Nebody
shud expect to hav accepted an elab-
orat system of oracular dogmas which
ring holow te the nok of critical in-
quiry. “‘The comon sens of most’’ must
endors what wil stand.

Hr H. H. McCaig, Wingham. Ont.,
rites Bengof s Shorthander, Toronto, to-
the efect that he noz from years of ex-
perience in teaching what & benefit it
wud be to hav Speling by Sound so as
to render needles the laborius task of
lerning by hart such multitudes of
word-forms. He hopes to see the Ont.
Parlament move in the matr.

WHY ar our terms so framed as to
multipl copis? In order that anybody
so disposed can hav at cheap rate a faw
for distribution. Individualism —very
rampant ip our day — prompts each to
selfish motivs only. Hence not many
take advantageof our offerd terms. not
enuf anyway. Recolect yur neighbor
as wel asself. Marktparagrafs ar sure
toreceiv atention,




Foxg 1c Teacuer for 1850 81, 82 one
volume bound ir boards. $1.63.
(Gosrer. 8Y Marviagew printe ! in Inter.
national Alfabet. 1883, cloth, 30 c.
The Fonetic Teacher was issued as a
monthly for three years which bound
makes a vol. of over 301} pages quarto.
Its pu lication ceast in 1883, 1t isa
tresury of much that apertans to the
Revision of Speling especialy from an
Awmerican standpoiné. It shud be posést
by evry one who considers the many
points involvd in the general question.
{ts object was largely experimental as
to alfabetics and radicaly so. It was
also mistonarcy and newsy. Of the si-
entifc work of its editor the Inlernat'l
Alfubet was the outcome or conclusion
to that time. Acordingly, the Matthew
givs a comital on many points involvd
It has 69 large pages wel printed from
new type specialy cast we supose. An
apendix of xvi other pages treate of
voca! sounds their mode of production
and kindred subjects. [tdeservsaten
tion as the work of an ernest advocat
who has givn much tho't and trial to
mos" fases. We aproach and examin
it as such. C'and kar used as ejuiv
alents. 24 consonants ar distinguisht
by 18 old tetrsand these 6 new ones:
g o A K .
thine thin ckin shin vision sing
Sin vision, or French j, has a j shape.
That for ¢k may be held as ck corjoind.
It is probaul that a c-shape wil merit
adoptioa for this sound. The shape
givn above is used in German Reform
for the gutural in Ger. nachf, Scotish
loch, 1t apears betr to res'gn the shape
to them for that sound. The difthongs
I, oi, ou, ar each represented by 2 letrs.
12 vowels ar distinguisht thus

g a@geelieoe Ou U U
art at ale ell eel it or ox no up put do
We shal speak of the shapes for o in or
and 2 1a do s indented o and uw. The
shape for vowel of eel is ie conjoind in
Siamese twin fashon - too hermafrodite
to be acceptabl. We hav not found it
in use simce 83. Altho holding that
the sound shud hav a letr of i shape in
any international alfabet we cud hard-
iy tavor this one. Time wil giva betr.
Chapter xxv, vers 8, reads

—an

And @i fulif sed untu &
waiz, Giv us ev yur eil; {or
aur lamps ar goin aut.

We wud expect oil for «il. This we
canot interpret otherwise than equal to
a confesion that indented o is «» bad
shape when its legitimat use is shund
s0. We no of no one using & but shirks
it more or les. FPitman, for exampl,
goes so far as to put ‘wor for wur in
place ot v'or, and this not in an isolat-
ed word but by the hundreds.

Most of those who aproach alfabetics
malke use of . As it is not used here
it is intere~ting to observ how cestan
dificultis ar met f v. in coze be yd
and begin a word the y is exprest. In
mid word, y is changed to ¢ and u, as
in put. is used where we wud expect an
indented % —a bad shape shirkt, thus:

yunuc, ciubit, hiun, rebiukt.
Pitman chooses y for v. in ooze. Wken
such becomes yd is it exprest by yy?
O no! [u is chosen, a being his choice
for the put vowel! This iu is also made
do duty f .r two sounds yd u and yd y.
In Muthew the latr dificulty is met thus:
If v. in puf be yd, the y is comonly ex-
prest. If ¢ (or d?) precede yd nwor v 4
certan variety of pronunciation is givn:
valyu, stat vur, peraivenfiur,
sancfiveri. scripfiur, ewesfion.

Iixpletiv there, adverb there and pro-
noun fkeir hav the same vowel a:and
it too is used in words like carefu’, as
And e went flar we. Prar,
cartul, bar (bear), har (hair).

Is it not wel to alow @ to represent
this vowel at least temporarily until its
quality is setld? Exampl, cerful.

We hav examind it from an alfabetic
standpoint. We wish space permited
examination from an orthoepic one as
evry page brisls with points of pronun-
ciation, ofn questionabl mostly com—
endabl. The reader shud get both the
Teacher and Matthew and study them.
He wil then no more orthoepy than
before. Both ar edited and publisht
by T.R.Vickroy. Ph. D, 2333 Dickson
Street, St. Louis, Mo. Our readers ar
privileged to get Matthew at haf price
until .July --a slaater price considering
the expens of new types. (et both,



