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Forty Wrestlers
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Once, during the early years of the
Christian era, a Roman army was on winter
service in northern Europe. A decree came
from Rome bidding the commanders to assem-
ble all their men and order them to do public
homage to the emperor as a god. The sol-
diers were drawn up, and, at the word of
command, they bowed the knee in worship
to the Cesar—all but forty men who were
Christians.

A terrible punishment was inflicted upon
these heroic followers of Christ. They were
stripped of their armor and weapons, and
were driven out to the middle of a large
frozen leke, and there they were left to
perish from cold and hunger.

But the centurion, to whose commard these
Christian soldiers belonged, was greatly
disturbed. When night came he could not
rest, and so had a fire kindled by the shore
of the lake, and there he paced uneasily up
and down. Over the ice there came to his
ears the shout of the dnomed men : “Forty
wrestlers are we, wrestling for Christ, and
we claim from Him the crown.”

Hour after hour the shout went up, aad
the centurion listened. At last he saw
one of the forty creeping away from the rest
and making his way to the shore that he might
worship Csesar and thus save his life. That
gight decided the centurion. He threw
down his weapons, flung aside his armor, and
went fo join the brave martyrs. And so
the shout still rent the wintry air : “Forty
wrestlers are we, wrestling for Christ, and
we claim from Him the crown,” until, at
last the voices were stilled by death.

Nothing calls for courage like following
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Christ. It matters not what one’s place may
be in His service—it will take a hero to fill it.

Keep on the Higher Level
By Rev. H. M. Paulin, B.A.

Frequently upon the lawn in front of my
manse, I have seen a robin toying with a cat.
The bird would flutter about upon the grass
and chirp in a taunting sort of way, as though
issuing a mocking challenge. It always
maneged to keep the cat excited, but to keep
itself just out of harm’s way, flying quickly
when the cat was coming dangerously close.
After this had gone on for some time, the
robin would fly up into a tree to rest, and
the cat would withdraw, feeling that its
chance of capture was gone.

As long as the bird was upon the cat's
level, it had to be on the alert if it would
escape. There was no rest there, and no
safety. But upon 2 higher level it was safe.
The explanation lics in the formation of the
cat’s eye. The pupil is not round, like the
pupil in the hunan eye, but is so shaped as to
cnable the cat to judge with almost periect
accuracy upon the level. So accurate is its
measurement, that it will spring upon a
mouse or rat, or other prey which moves
upon the ground, and seldom fails to capture
it. But in 2 vertical direction, its mcasure-
ment is defective. It does not spring into
the air with any certainty, and the bird knows
that upon this higher level it is safe.

This is the only way to escape from the
danger of a tewnptation. Staying upon the
level of your temptation, one may be watch-
ful, and escape it for a time, but the moment
he ceases to be on guard, he is lost. Only
on the higher level is therc safety. It is the
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part of wisdom to fly from the region of the
temptation into & higher sphere. There is
peril in even thinking upon the mean and
vile. To think of something noble is to
rise out of the danger zone. He who would
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh must walk in
the Spirit.
Woodstock, Ont.
%,

Getting up the Lesson
By Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D.

It means work, of course, but it is work
worth while.

In the first place, the mastering of the
Lessons is worth while for its own sake.
The Lessons are carefully selected. Every
one of them contains some precious passage
of boly writ, some facts and truths which
enrich life, and which, therefore, it is inex-
pressibly worth while to know.

Then, a well studied Lesson is the scholars’
fair share. The teacher studies his Lesson,
and does his best to teach it to the class.
Every scholar who comes with the Lesson
makes the teacher’s task more cffective.
Besides, good preparation is infectious.
If you learn your Lesson, the others in the
class are more likely to do so also. The
Tesson period is & pooling of the common
knowledge of the teacher and of all the
scholars. It is only a fair playing of the game
that all should contribute their quota to the
common profit.

How is it to be done ? It is not difficult.
It needs only a little time, a little method,
and e little perseverance.

As to the time, ten minutes a day—or, for
that matter, five, will accomplish wonders.

As to the method, there is no one perfect
method. Some will do it one way, some an-
other. Here is one method worth trying.
Turn the Lesson up in the Bible, laying aside
your QUARTBERLY or your LEAFLET for the
timebeing. Readitovercarefully. Thensee
that you understand clearly just where it
lies—read what comes before it, and some-
times, what comes after. That will give you
its proper setting. Then read it over again,
even more carefully than before, looking up in
the dictionary any words you do not under-
stand, and in a Bible dictionary (many good
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Bibleshave a Bible Dictionary) all natues and
places. Turn up all the references in the
reference column of your Bible.

It is time now to shut your Bible and see
how much of the Lesson you know—whether
you can give the substance of it ; and only
when you can do this, should you appeal to
your Lesson Help. You will be surprised to
find how little need there is for it, how much of
it you have .lready constructed for yourself.

When you have mastered all that the
Lesson Help has to give, it is not a bad plan
to put down as much of the Lesson as you
can on paper. You will be surprised and
gratified at the result of this.

If you discover, at this point, that you have
failed, then comes the perseverance. Tackle
the Lesson afresh. Go back over the steps
you have already taken—revise and re-revise.

But when is one to know when he really
knows his Lesson? One pretty sure answer
is—when he feels that he could teach
it to some one else. If you reach this stage,
then will come the joy—and it is a very keen
joy—of feeling that you have mastered your
task,

)Y

Which is Harder ?

“It is hard to be good ; I’'m going to give
it up.”

The speaker was a boy of sixteen. He had
disobeyed one of tbe rules of the athletic
association and had been suspended for three
months, poor fellow. His father had said a
few harsh, critical words when he heard it
and his sister said she felt disgraced. The
boy said he *“didn’t care,” and, as he thought
the matter over bitterly by himself, was angry
with the very thought of goodness and de-
clared he did not want to be good anyway,
that it was too hard work and did rot
pay.

When his chum came up to try to console
him over the loss of his place on the team he
found him still growling over his fate.

His friend was a reasonable sort of boy, a
year his senior, and when he heard him mak-
ing all sorts of threats as to his future be-
havior, he laughed.

“Look here,” he said, “you’re not suffer-
ing now because you've been good, but be-
cause you haven’t. You say it’s hard tr be.
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good ; it strikes me it's a lot harder to be
bad. You're finding it pretty hard just now.
1t's & question which is harder, trying your
best to be good and succeeding a part of the
time or giving up trying and taking the con-
sequences. You don’t look as if you liked
the consequences. What do you say ?”’

The boy had never thought of it just that
way before. But as he reasoned it out, it
impressed him more and more, and well it
might, for it was a rather good philosnphy.
To be gond is hard, and to take tne conse-
quences of doing right is often exceedingly
bard, but it is infinitely easier than to tuke
the consequences of being bad.

Sumetimes we forget at the moment when
temptation to do the wrong thing comes, that
our Gud who aske us to do the right, whose
Spirit in our hearts warns us, and pleads
with us to do the right thing, has not set us
a hard task and then left us without help.
We may ask any moment for help to fight
evil and sin and it will be given to us. Hun-
dreds of boys are proving it every day and
hundreds of girls know it is true. God is the
great Helper. Talk it over with your
pastor some day and ask him to tell you
of some of the fine men and women in our
land who are honored and loved to-day be-
cause they have learned to depend upon God
to help.—Margaret Slattery

A Brave Fight
By Rev. A. S. Morton, B.D.

It was some 1,733 years ago that a great
persecution of Christians broke out at
Lyons, in the country now known as France.

We all know that the bread and wine at our
communion gervices represent the body and
blocd of Jesus, but that we do not eat human
flesh or drink human blood when we cat and
drink them. Yet some heathens at Lyons,
out of hatred of the Christians, said that the
Christians killed children and ate their flesh
and drank their blood. The heathen people
of the city believed the horrible and wicked
lie, and forced the police to arrest a large
number of Christians. According to the
barbarous practice of those times, the magis-
trates ordered the accused to be tortured in

all sorts of terrible ways, in the hope that
some would confess and tell on the others.

A letter of the time tells us, that the
Christians at Lyons expected the leaders and
the mature followers of Jesus to be true to one
another and to play the man ; but, the letter
rung: “We all trembled and feared that
Blandina (a slave-girl), on account of the
weakness of her body, would be unable to
make a bold confession ”’ of her faith in Jesus.
When, however, she was put to torture, she
was filled with such power from above, that
the men were weary and faint who were
torturing her, so that they acknowledged that
they were conquered. Though her entire
body was mangled and broken, the blessed
woman, noble athlete that she was, found
comfort and relief from the pain of her suffer-
ings by exclaiming : “ I am a Christian and
there is nothing viledone by us.” Thus brave-
ly did the delicate Blandina play her part.

The letter goes on to tell us, that Blandina
did more and better than that. She was
able to help the others to be brave and
strong. The police took them all to the
amphitheatre—a place like our football
grounds with seats all round it, so that
thousands and thousands could see the public
sports. Here Blandina was bound to a
stake. The others were made to fight with
wild beasts. As they went to the terrible
struggle they saw her, “as if hanging to a
cross” and they seemed in her form to see
Him who was crucified for them. That
sight and her earnest prayers inspired her
fellow combatants to great zeal. They
went forward to meet the beasts bravely,
and died true to the faith.

Next day the heathen officers brought her
back and with her 2 mere boy named Ponticus.
As the two went forward before the huge
crowd to meet their death, the delicate
Blandina, whose courage some had thought
would quail, was seen confirming and com-
forting the poor boy, so that he nobly endured
every torturc and died. She hersell was
enclosed in a net and tossed to a bull and
killed. So all the Christians died, even the
weak Blandina and the mere boy Ponticus,
without a stain on the Christian name.

In the cowrse of time the whole city of
Lyons became Christian, and many mission-
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aries went out from it to the heathen of
the valley of the Saone and of the upper
Rhone.

Knox College, Toronto

The People of Honan

Probably about eighty per cent. of the
people of Honan are peasants. They work
the land, living the greater part of their
time in the open air. They look strong and
vigorous, sceming to enjoy life, and to aim
at extracting from it as much happiness as
possible. Large numbers of barrowmen
wheel their strongly constructed, squeaking
barrows, with heavy loads, the year round.

Thousands of men and women live on the
boats that carry produce from Honan to
Tientsin and other parts of North China,
returning to the interior laden with variously
assorted cargoes. One often meets men
carrying heavy burdens on the ends of their
bamboo carrying poles. Peddlers hawk their
useful and often showy wares from village
to village. Food sellers are busy disposing
of their stock of life’s necessities.

Certain villages seem to be given up to men
of particular handicrafts, such as workers of
leather, carpepters, makers of pottery, brick
and tile makers, cartwrights, and house
builders. Here we mecet a company of
soldicrs, there a number of Yamen runners,
all professedly desirous of preserving order
and repressing turbulence among the people.
Prowling robbers may often be seen attending
to their unlawful depredations in the broad
light of day. Hardened ruffians, who live
by plunder and terrorism, may be met occa-
sionally. The gentleman in the sedan chair,
carried hurr.edly along by his ragamuffin
attendants, is the county Mandarin going
to investigate a casc of murder just brought
to his notice. Prosperous merchants, am-
bitious students, complacent gentry, and
extensive land-holders, may often be seen
leisurely strolling across the open plain.
Bound-footed women, crippled but bright-
faced girls, healthy and happy boys, sad-
hearted, hopeless sufferers, the aged who are
nearing the close of life’s journey, the help-
lessly blind, the noisy beggar, the itinerant
story-teller, the quack doctor, the fortune-
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teller and the medicine vendor, these ang
many others cross one’s path from day to
day. They make on the observer’s mind an
impression not easily effaced—Rev. Dr.
Murdoch Mackenzie’s, Twenty-five Years in
Honan
T
At Supper in the East

The chief meal time is a little after sunset,
Rest of mind and body are regarded by
O..ontals as necessary to the enjoyment of
food, and the condition of being refreshed and
strengthened by it. This means that the
duties of the day must be over. Farmers
work in fields at some distance from the
village, and tradesmen live gn the outskirts
of the city, aad these cannot well come home
to a meal at mid-day. Also, as the warmth
of the climate seldom allows of meat being
kept for any time in the house, each day
brings its own marketing, so that for men and
women, the evening meal is the time of
family reunion and refreshment.

Cushions are taken from the divan and
placed around the tray that rests on a small
low table. Bread is eaten with everything,
at all stages of the meal. Each guest or mem-
ber of the family has a few thin loaves laid
beside him, three being a common number.

For the reason mentioned, all the cooked
food is usually caten at the evening dinner.
A proverb says, “The evening guest gets
no supper.” He may claim shelter and rest
at all times, but coming unannounced aiter
supper-time, he has no claim on the law of
hospitality for food. But Oriental courtesy
always considers it better to disturb a
neighbor than to disappoint & stranger.

When, at a large feast, all cannot be accom-
modated at one time, they seat themselves
round the table in relays, each party rising
when finished with a salaam of thanks to
the host and making room for another.

When a company of Orientals are to enter
a room one by one, to take their scats on a
divan or at table, considerable attention hes
to be given to the competing claims of
seniority, family dignity and official position.
Some little time is usually spent in protests
of self-abasement, each esteeminy the other
better than himself.

—Mackie’s, Bible Manners and Customs
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+AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Second Quarter

Opening Exe:icises

I. SINGING.
‘Christ for the world’ we sing;
The world to Christ we bring

With loving zeal—
The poor, and them that mourn,
The faint and overborne,
Sin-sick and sorrow-worn,

Whoum Christ doth her?.

—Hymn 439, Book of Praise

II. PrayeRr; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

1II. RespoNsivB SENTENCES: Psalm 19 :
7-9.
Superintendent. The law of the Lord is

perfect converting the soul:

School. The testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple.

Superintendent. The statutes of the Lord
are right, rejoicing the heart:

School. The commandment of the Lord
is pure, enlightening the eyes.

All. The fear of the Lord is clean, en-
during for ever: the judgments of the Lord
are true and righteous altogether.

IV. Singing. Psalm Sel. 68, Book of
Praise. (It is expected that this Psalter
Sclection from the Supplemental Lessons will
be memorized during the Quarter.)

V. BisLe WoRk. From the Supplemental
Lessons.

VI. Reap REsPONSIVELY. Sece SPECIAL
Scrirrure ReapiNg in Tap TeACHERS
MoxTuLy, in connection with cach Lesson.

VII. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked
“From the PriMARYy QUARTBRLY.” See
each Lesson.)

VIII. RpaDING OF LBssoN Passace.

IX. Sincing.  Psalm or Hymn Selected.

Class Work

‘Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or Lib-
rarian’s distribution or otherwiso.]

I. Rowy CaLy, by teacher or Class Secre-
tary.

II. OrrerING; which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may colleet and count
the moncy.

IIT. Reciration. 1. Seripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism.

1V. LessoN Stupy.

Closiitg Exercises

I. Sivaing. Hymn 534, Book of Praise.

II. Review FROM SUPERINTENDENT’S
Desk; which along with the Blackboard
Review, may include onc or more of the
following items : Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
He~ds of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and
bright.)

III. Respoxnsive SENTaNcES @ 1 John 3:
22, 23.
Superintendent. And whatsoever we ask,

we receive of Him, because we keep His
commandments, and do those things that
are pleasing in His sight.

School. And this is His commandment,
That we should believe on the name of His
9 Jesus Christ, and love one another.

IV. SinaiNg.

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

Doth his successive journeys run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
—Hymn 434, Book of Praise

V. BENEDICTION.

*Copies of the above;ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheot may be had at soc. a hundred
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CHRIST’S TABLE TALK

April 5, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson roturns to the feast in the Pharisce’s house already referred 1o 10

Lesson XI,, March 22 (sce vs. 1-6).

GOLDEN TEXT—Every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled ; and he that humbleth himself shall be
exalted.—Luke 14 : 11 (Rev. Ver.).

*Memorize vs. 13, 14. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 17 : 7-24.

7 And be ! put forth a J)arable to those which were
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the
ohief *rooms ; saying unto them, X
.8 When thou art bidden of any man to a3 wedding,
8it not down in the ¢ highest room ; lest $a more
honourable man than thou be bidden of him ;

8 And he that bade thee and him ¢ come and eng
to thee, Give this man place ; and 7 thou begin wit
shame to take the lowest 8 room. .

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in
the lowest $room ; that when he that ®bade thee
cometh, he may say !°unto thee, Friend, go up higher :
then shalt thou have 1 worship in the presence of
1them that sit at meat with thee.

11 For 1 whosoever exalteth himself shall be
u :llmsded; and he that humbleth himself shall be

exalted.

12 15 Then said he also to him that bade him, When
thou mekest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends,
nor thy brethren, !8neither thy kinsmen, nor 17ty
rich neighbours ; lest 8 they also bid thee again, and a
recomgenco be made thce.

13 But when thou makest a feast, 1% call the poor,
the maimed, the lame, the blind :

14 And thou shalt be blessed ; ?!*for they cannot
recompense thee : for thou shalt be recompensed * at
the resurrection of the just.

.15 And when one of them that sat at meat with
him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed ss

Read Luke 14 : 1-6.

he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

16 2 Then said be unto him, A certain man made a
great supper, and ®bade mapy:

17 And @ sent B his servant at supper time to say to
theg that were bidden, Come ; for all things aro now
ready.

18 And they all with one conzent began tu make
excuse. The first said_unto him, I have bought ga
# piece of ground, and I must nceds go % and see it ;
I pray thee have me excused.

19 And another said, I bave bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to prove them : I pray thee have me
excused.

20 And _another said, I have married a wife, and
thereforo I cannot come.

21 3 8o that eervant came, and 27 shewed his lord
these things. Then the master of the house being
angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the
stroets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the
g{gor and %8 the maimed, and 2% the halt, and 8 the

in

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou
hast commanded, and yet there is room.

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into
the highways and hedges, and 39 cornpel them to come
in, that my house may be filled.

24 For 1 say unto you, That none of those men
which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

Revised Version—:spake a parable unto ; 2scata ; ¥ marriage feast ; ¢ chief seat ; 3 haply ; ¢shall come;
? then thou shalt begin ; ®place; ? hath bidden ; ¥ to; 1 glory; all that ; Bevery ono that; 4 humbled;
% And he said to him also that had bidden him ; % nor ; ¥? Omit thy ; 18bid ; 1% because thoy have not wherewith

; ¥in ; ¥ But he said unto ; 22he ; Bforth; * ficld ; 3out and ; ¢ And the servant ; ¥ told ; 28Omit the;

to
% what thou didst command is'done ; 3 constrain.

Dally Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8 C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Christ's table talk, Luke 14 : 7-14. T.—Christ's table talk, Luke 14 : 15-2¢. W.—

The wise man’s counsel, Prov. 25 :1-7. Th.—The Golden Rule. Luke 6 : 27-38.

F.—Humility cxalted, Matt.

23 :1-12. S.—Marriage supper of the Lamb, Rev. 19 : 4-10. 8.—A gracious invitation. Isa. 55 : 1-7.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Cro081NG THE LOW-
BST SBATS.—T7-9. Parable,
Here the meaning is & word
picture with a lesson. Those
. . bldden ; that is, to the
Pharisees's house (sce Be-
tween the Lessons). Chose
(literally, “were choosing'')
. .chief seats (Rev. Ver.).
On a couch holding three, the
middle place was the best,
that on the right second, that
on the left third. Some
couches, too, were more hon-
orable than others, ay being
ncarer the host and chief
guests or placed on a raised

that apes humility.” Goup
higher. A better translation
is ‘‘come up higher :” the
host calls the modest but hon-
ored guest towards himself
QGlory in the presence of
all (Rev. Ver.). The guests
will see who it is that the host
deems worthyof special honor.
Exslteth . . humbled (Rev.
Ver.) .. humbleth . . ex-
alted. The desiro fora high
place in Christ’s kiogdom
i8 right, and to humble one's
self in order to win that place
is to do what Christ Himselt
did (sce Phil. 2 : 5-11 ; Heb.

dais, A marriage feast
(Rev. Ver.) ; a epecially cere-

HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS IN A CITY

12:2).
II. InviTing Lowwry

monious feast, at which notice
would have to be taken of the rank of guests.

10, 11. The lowest place ; not with the thought
of being called up higher : that wou'd be the * pride

GuEesTs.—12-14. A din-
ner; the meal taken by tho Jews at midday. A supper;
tho chief meal of the day, taken about eight o'clock
in the evening. Call aot; *do not bo continually

*The Scri%turc Memory Pa:sages of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommeonded as a substituto for those

here given Sabl

ath by Sabbath. Their recitation leads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certificate or Diploma.
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inviting, so a8 never to have time or room for others.’
Friends . . brethren . . kinsmen . . rich neigh-
bours. It 13 pleasant to entertain frionds, scemly
to entertain relatives, advantageous to ontertain rich
neighbours. But theso are not tho highest reasons
for hospitality. X.est haply (Rev. Ver.), eto. It is
as if Jesus had said half playfully, *Take care lest
you bo invited in turn,”—a result which a generous
host would not be supposed to desire. A feast;
like that made by Matthew (sce ch. § : 20-32). Poor ;
who have no means to make a return. Maimed . .
1ame..blind ; who lack physical strength. Blessed;
with tbo happiness of doing a kindness which cannot be
repaid. Resurrectfon of the just; when the
righteous shall rise to receive their reward.

I11. TaE GREAT SUPPER.—16-17. 8at at meat s
reclined at table. Eat bread ; take part in a feast
or meal. Kingdom of Qod; the kingdom which
the Messiah was to set up and which the Jews believed
would beintroduced by a great feast. A great supper;
a picture of gospel blessings, 8ervant ; the *sum-
moner.”” To s2¥ . « Come . . now ready. This was
the customary second invitation. To declino this the
Arabs regard as amounting to a declaration of war.
The first gospel invitation was given by John; the
second by Jesus (Matt. 4 :17), the Twelve (ch. 9:
1-6) and the Seventy, oh, 10 : I-11.

18-24, To make excuse ; the real reason being
that there was something else which they liked better.
Angry ; naturally indignant at the shower of insults.
8treets and lanes ; where the poor and miserable
are to bo found. These may represent the despised
dasses amongst the Jews, such as the publicans and
snners. Vet . . room ; places for more. So there
is an overflowing abundance in God’'s grace. High-
ways and hedges ; out in the country whence the
very tramps are to be brought. These may stand
for the heathen. Compel ; not by force, but by
urgent persuasion, None . . bidden . . taste . .
supper ; because of their insulting refusal. It is
never God's unwillingness to give, but always man's
refusal to receive, that prevents the enjoyment of
gospel blessings.

LESSON QUESTIONS
7-9 What does ‘“parable” mean in v. 7?7 To
whom did Jesus address this parable ?  What lod Him
wdothis? When did the Twelve engago in a similar
disputo ? (Ch. 22 :24.) How did Jesus rebuke them ?
(John 13 :1-16.) What were the “chief sests?"
To what kind of feast did Jesus refer ?

10, 11 What invitation did the host give to the
one who had chosen the lowest seat ? Is it right to
seck o high place in Christ's kingdom ? How is such
& place to be obtained ? What verses in Proverbs
may Jesus have had in mind ? (Prov. 25 © 5-7.)

12-14 What counsel did Jesus give about the in-
viting of gueats ?  Why would one who followed this
counsel be blessed ? When would he be rewarded ?
With what “sinners” in Jericho did Jesus become a
guest ? (Ch. 19: 5, 7.)

16-24 What led Jesus to utter the pavable of tho
Great Supper ? Tell tho purable. What other par-
able resembles it ? (Matt. 22 : 1-14.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is ambition for a high place wrong ?
2. Should we be influenced by the hope of reward ?

A PRAYER

Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah I Thou art our
shepherd, and we are the sheep of Thy pasture. May
we trust Theo and not be afraid. May we be con-
fident because our lives are in Thy hands. May we
be humble as we think of our sins and our failures,
zealous as we think of the need of others who are far
from Thee, and loving in all our dealings with those
we meet in the homo and outside of the home. May
we find our home with Thee, and may that home
mean all the more to us because we are trying to lead
others to Thee. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—7Thatl salvation is free.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 88. What are the out-
ward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the
benefits of redemption ? A. Tho outward and ordin-
ary means whercby Christ communicateth to us the
benefits of redemption, are his ordinances, especially
tho word, sacraments, and prayer ; all which are made
effectual to the cleot for salvation.

The Quostion on Missions—(Second Quarter, Our
Hoxnan MissioN.)—1. Where is our Honan Mission ?
Honan is a province in North Ceptral China. That
part of it lying north of the Yellow River, comprising
one fifth of its total area, and containing about 14,000
square miles, is called North Honan. Our church is
entirely responsible for mission work in this secction
of Honan.

Lessor. Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68°
(Supple.nental Lesson), 122, 138, 23 (Ps. Sel), 457
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 148.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Jesus teach humility ?2......... e treeteeieenaas teeraetteeenieaae
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Lesson I. THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS—EASTER LESSON April 12, 1914

LESSON SETTING—The ovents of the Lesson took place in the sfternoon of our Lord’s resurrection day.
GOLDEN TEXT-—It was Christ Jesus that d:ed,( ea rather, that was raised from the dead.—Romans 8 : 34

ev.

er.).

Memorize vs. 31, 32. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 24 : 13-35.

13 And, behold, twu of them ! went that 2 same day,
to a village 3 called Emma’us, which was ¢ from Jeru'-
salom about threescore furlonis. .

14 And they & talked together of all these things
which had happened. .

16 And it came to pass, *that, while they com-
muned ?together and reasoned, Jeo'sus himself drew
near, and went with them.

16 But their eyes wore holden that they should
not know him.

17 And he said unto them, What $ manner of com-
munications are these that yo have ono ®to another,
a3 ye 1% walk, and aro sad ?

18 And the ono of them, !2whose name was
Clo’opas, answering said unto him, # Art thou ouly a
stranger in Jeru’salom, and M hast not known the
things which are come to pass thoroe in these days ?

19 And he said unto them, What things? " And
they said unto him, Qouccrgmg Je'sus of Naz’areth,
which was a prophet mighty in deed and word bofore
God and all the people : | .

.20 Aad how the chief priests and our rulers delivered
Egm 18 to be condemned to death, and 37 have crucified
ira.

21 But we!s trusted that it had been he which should
19 bave redeemed Ie‘racl: and beside all this, 20 to day is
tho third day since these things *! were done.

22 2 Yes, and cortain women 2 also of our company
% made us astorushed, which weroe early at the sepul-

chre ;

23 And when they found not his body, thev came,
saym%; that they had also seen a vision of angeis, which
sald that ho was alive.

24 And certain of them * which were with us went
to the 26 se{))ulchrc. and found st even sv a3 the women
had said : but him thoy saw not

25 * Thon ho said unto them, O *{ools, and slow
of heart to believe 2 all that the prophets have spoken :

26 3% Qught not Christ to have suffered these things,
and to enter into_his glory ?

27 And beginning ¥ at Mo‘ses and 3! all the prophets,
he 3texpounded unte them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himse]f,

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither
they 3% went : and he made as though he would ¥ have
gone further. N .

29 33 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with
us : for it is toward evening, and the day is ¥far
spent. And he went in to 37 tarry with them.

30 And it came to pass, 38 as he sat at meat with
them, he took 3 bread, and blessed 4, and brake, and
gave to them.

31 And their cyes were opened, and they knew bim ;
and he vanished out of their sight.

32 And they said one to another, ¢ Did not our
heart 4 burn within us, whilo he ¢ talked with us by
the way, 9 and while he opened to us the scriptures ?

33 And they rose up % the same hour, aad returned
to Jeru’salem, and found the eleven gathered together,
and them that weroe with them,

34 Saying, The Lord is riser indecd, and hath
appeared to Si'mon.

35 And they 4 told w! at things were done in the way,
i\’ng b(&w he was known of them in % breaking of

read.

Reviged Version—! were going ; 2 very day ; 3 named ; ¢ threescore furlongs from Jerusalem ; $ communed

with each other of all ; ¢ Omil that ; 7 and questioned together, that Jesus ; 3 Omit manner of ; % with : 19 walk?
And they stood still, Jooking sad ; 11 Omit the ; 12 named Cleopas ; 3 Dost thou alone sojourn in ;  not know ;
4 The things concerning ; 1% up ; 17 Omit have ; 18 hoped that 1t was ; 19 redeem Israel. Yea and ; 20it iy now
the ; *came to pass ; = Morcover certain ; 3 Omit nlso ; 2 amazed us, having been early at the tomb ; #that
were ; tomb; 27 And he; foolish men; 2?in all ; 30 Behoved it not the Christ to suffer these; 3 from ;
3 interpreted to them ; 3 were going ; 3 go ; 3 And they ; 3 now far ; 37 abide ;: 38 when he had sat down with
them to meat ; 39 the ; ¥ Was; 41 burning ; ?spake to usin the way ; © Omitand ; % that very hour ; ¢ rehearsed
the thinga that happened.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S C. Bailoy, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey:
London, England.)—M.—The journoy to Emmaus, Luke 24 : 13-27. T.—The journey to Emmaus, Luke 21 . 28-
35. W.—Gethsemane, Matt. 26 : 36-46. Th.—The Man of Sorrows, Isa. 53 : 1-9. F.—Calvary, Matt. 27.
33-50. S.—The grave, Matt. 27 : 57-66. S.—The resurrection morn, Luke 24 : 1-12.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tup STRANGE COMPANION.—18-16. Twoof  Ver) ? “ Art
them ; not of the cleven apustles (v. 33), but of the  thou a soli-
other disciples. Emmaus. The site of this village tary stran-

is uncertain. It probably lay to the northwest of  ger?" Surely
Jerusalem. (See Geography Lesson.) Thyeescore  if Hehadtalk-
furlongs ; 7} miles. Communed (Rev. Ver.); talked ed with any

together. All these things ; the death of Jesus and
all that had taken place since. Questionsd (Rev.
Ver.). They wero deeply perplexed, not understand-
ing how Jesus could claim to be the Messiah and have
8o great power, and yet die a shameful death on the

one He would
have known
the wonderful
things which
had happen-

oross, Jesus .. drew near ; having overtaken them, ed.
gince Ho came from Jerusalem, v. 18. 19-24. A
16-18. Byes were holden ; prevented from  prophet; one
recoguizing Him, bécause they were not expecting  whospeaksfor
to sece Him and because Ho had greatly changed in  God. Chief
appearanoco since His rising again. What . . com~  pricsts; men-
munications are thuse, ctc.; literally, "“what are  tiened first be-
theso words which you are exchanging ('throwing cause they 1. THE WALK TO EMMAUS
back and forth’) ?2** Cleopas. Nothing morcisknown had taken

of this man. Dost thou alone sojourn . . (Rov. tho lead in bringing sbout the death of Jesus.
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Wo hoped (Rev. Ver.), ete., but the death of Jesus
had ehattered their confidenco that He was the Mes-
@ah. The third day ; so that there was no doubt
as to His being dead. Certain women, Sce v. 10.
Found not his body ; though it had been laid in
Joseph's tomb, ch. 23 : 50-56. Angels . . said . . he
was alive. Sco vs. 4-7. But tho women's story seemed
to tho apostles and the other disciples ‘‘as idle tales,”
v. 11. Certain of them . . with us; Poter (v. 12)
and John (see John 20 : 2-10).

11. THEWONDERFUL TEACHER.—26-27. O fool-
ish men (Rev. Ver.). Jesus spoke not with sternness
but gentleness.  Slow of heart ; dull of understand-
ng. To believe in all, ewc. (Rev. Ver). Like raost
Jews, these men romembered the glory promised to the
Maessiah, but overlooked the predictions of His suffer-
ings. Behoved it not the Christ to suffer . .?
(Rov. Ver.). See Gen. 3 :15; also such types as the
Passover lamb (Ex. 12 ; 46), the brazen serpent (Num
21:9) ; Isa., ch. 53, ete.

111. Tre RisBN SAVIOUR.—28-86. The two dis-
ciples, with Jesus, reach their lodging place at Em-
maus. Jesus began to move on, but the disciples
urged Him to stay with them. As they seated them-
gselves at the evening meal, our Lord took the place of
hest, and, a3 He broke bread to give to them, suddenly
they knew Him, but suddenly He disappeared. Quickly
the two returned to Jerusalem, to find that after their
departure Jesus had appeared to Petor. Then the two
returned travelers told their wonderful story.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

It is not kuown precisely where Esaus (sce Cover
Map) was situated, but to the northwest from Je-
rusalem lies the little modern village of 'Amwas, the
pame of which closely resembles that of the place to
which Jesus walked with His two discip™:s on the
first Easter Day. The villago consists of little flat~
roofed stone houses, set quite close together on the
side of & broad, low hil The trees of two small
olive orchards rise to the aorth side of the village, and
behind these the top of a low hill shows bare and
brown.

LESSON QUESTIONS

13-16 Whither were two disctples going? On
what day ?  How far was Emmaus from Jerusalem ?
About what were the two disciples conversing ?
What caused them deep perplexity 2 Who drew near

41

16-18 Why did the disciples not recoganiza Josus ?
What question did He ask of them? How did tho
disciples explain their companion's seeming ignorance ?
Find a prayer in the Psalms for the opening of the
oyes. (Ps. 119 :18))

19-24 What did Cleopas call Josus? What had
been tho disciples’ hopn ? How was this shattered ?
Who had first visited the tomb of Jesus? What
tidings had thoy brought? What two apostles then
visited the tomb ? What did they report ?

26-27 What did Jesus call the two disciples ?
Why ? Where did He find proofs that the Messiah
was to suffer ?

28-36 How was Jesus made known to the dis-
ciples ? Whither did they return? What did they
hear ? What did they tell ?

FOR DISCUSSBION

1. Were Jesus’ disciples blameworthy for
despondency after His death ?

2. Can we converse with Jesus now ?

A PRAYER

Lord God, we want to live. Deliver us, we pray
Thee, from the death of sin. May we not bo slaves
to passion and greed ard all that is unlovely. Make
us like Thyself. As Thou didst conquer sin and
dea h, so may we, by Thy grace given to us, turn from
all that displeases Thee. Teach us to think of the
risen life as something to be enjoyed here and now.
Abide with us, and may we abide with Thee, that this
ideal may become real and Thy name be glorified.
Amen.

their

Prove from Scripture—That the prophets pointed
to Christ.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 89. How is the word
made effectual to saltation # A. The Spirit of God
maketh the reading. but especially the preaching of
the word, an effectual means of convineing and ocon-
verting sinners, and of building them up in holiness
and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

The Question on Wissions—2. What is the
population of North Honan ? It contains about eight
millions of people, nine tenths of whom are un-
educated. The majority are farmers, living in villages.
The soil produces wheat, millet, cotton, beans and other
grains, besides vegetables and fruits of many kinds.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 58, 61, 8 (Ps. Sel.), 61 (from

to them ? PRiMaRY QUARTERLY), 59.
FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1 Whywerethctwodisciplcssad?..................: ....... [N e et e
2. What did Jesus teach them 2. . e uiitiie it ittt iiiiiiiaeiaseaniinerteetorinntses sonnennns
3. How came they to recognize Jesus?......cvviviiiavnianns ereecieees Cerereiieees Cevenes eeeeaa

SIGNNAME HERE.......ccovvimiiiiennenes
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

April 19, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSONS ~Immediately after tho discourse in the Pharisco’s house (sco Lesson I., April
5, ch. 14 : 7-24), Jesus continued His journey through Perea towards Jerusalem.

GOLDEN TEXT—Whosoever would save his life shall lose it : and whosoever ckall lose his life for my sake
ghall find it.—Matthew 16 : 25 (Rev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 26, 27.

25 1 And there went ?great multitudes with him :

and he turned, aud said unto them, .
f any mcn 3come to me, and ¢ hate not his

§fathor, and mother, and wife, and childrer, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple. N

27 ¢ And whosoever doth not bear his ¢ cross, and
come after me, cannot be my disciple.

28 For which of you, ?intending to build a tower,
! gitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether
be have ¥ sufficient to finish it 7 )

29 Lest haply, 10 afver he hath Iaid 1t the foundation,
and is not able to finish 124f, all that behold 121t begin
to mock him, .

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not
able to finish.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 14 :25-35.

31 Or what king, "going to_ make war again
another king, sitteth not down first, and cousﬁltc:ﬁ
whether he 14 bo_able with ten thousand to meet Lim
that cometh against him with twenty thousand ?

32 Or else, while the other is Jret 8 great way off,
he sendeth an ambassage, and ' desireth conditions of
peace.

33 So slikewise, whosoever he be of you that
1 foranketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple. i

34 Salt 1845 good : but if 17 the salt have lost * his
gavour, wherewith shall it be seasoned ?

35 It is M neither fit for the land, nor 2 yet for the
dunghill ; 2 buz men cast it out. He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear.

Revised Version—! Now thers; ? with him great multitudes; 3 cometh unto ; ¢hateth; $own; $0mut
and ; 7 desiring ; *doth not first sit .(iow;n and count ; 9 wherewith to complete it ; 9 whenhe ; Ma; 20mitit ;
13 a8 he goeth to encounter another king in war, will not sit down firat and take counsel ; 4 i3 ; 1 asketh ; 16 there-
fore, whosoever ; 17 renounceth ; 18 therefore is ; 39 even ; 20its; ¥ fit neither ; 2 Omit yet ; ¥ Omit but.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
Londoa. England.)~~M.—The cost of discipleship, Luke 14 : 25-35. T.—The cost to Paul, 2 Cor. 11 : 21-27. W,
—Loss for Christ's sake, Phil. 3: 7-14. Th.—The Disciples' reward, Rev. 7:9-17. F.—Contentment in suffering,

Acts 20 .17-27.

85.—Christ demands all, Matt. 10 . 32-39. 8.—No crose no crown, Matt. 16 . 21-28.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

A WATCH TOWER IN A VINEYARD
1. Toe TrRvE DiscIPLE.—25-27. Went great

multitudes with him. The Greck means that this
continucd for some time. Turned; as a leader to his
followers. Cometh unto me (Rev. Ver); to be
My closc and permanent disciple. Hateth not
(Rev. Ver.) .. {ather..mother. . wife. . children
. . brethren . . sisters. Jcsus requires His followers
to love Him most of all; if those deaiest to them
prevent their doing this cven these are to be hated.
‘This is 8 strong way of gaying that all others must be
loved by us less than we love Jesus. His own life.
True followers of Jesus will be so ready to face danger
for Him, that it looks as if they hated their livea.
My disciple. The cmphasis is on *'disciple.”” He
may be following Jesus, like the crowds of this veree,
but he cannot be a Jisciple, a real leamner of Jesus.
Boar his own cross (Rev. Ver.) ; be ready to dic a
martyt's death. It was the custom tn compel those
who were condemned to be crucifid to bear their
own cross to the place of execution.  Como after me ;
eaving everything for Jesus' sake.

11. Tue Rasg BUILDER.—28-30. Build a tower.
Towers in the East were built: (1) at the end of
houses ; (2) in vincyards as a shelter for watchuen
and laborers ; (3) on city walls. Counteth the cost ;
as Jesus wouid have all those do who wish to be His
disciples. Laid the foundation. The tower of
Siloam (sce ch. 13:4), stood on a steep rock over-
looking the valley that ran through Jerusalem.  Here
good foundations would stand forever, while ill-laid
foundations would drop the building to the bottom
of the valley.. Mock him ; sport with Him as with
a child. Began to build . . not able to finish.
Nothing could be more ridiculous than an unfinished
tower ; height is essential to it.

III. Toe Rase Ki1xG.—S1-33. What king.
At this time Herod Antipss was “king’ of Galiles
He had divoreed his first wife, who was a daughter of
Arctas, a king of Arabis, for the sake of IHerodias
(sce ch. 3:10). Jcsus may bave had in mind the
enmity which, on this account, sprang up betwesn
Herod and Arctas. Ten thousand . . twenty thous-
and. The smaller army may beat the larger, but it
will be a hard fight, and needs careful planning befare-
hand. So the disciples of Jesus must reckon upsn
having powerful cnemies.  So likewiso; like the
builder or the king who sits down and carcfully counts
the cost. Forsaketh ; says good by to it as his own,
looking upon it henceforth as belonging, like him-
sclf, to Jesus, to be used wholly in His service.  Jesus'
{ollowers must be willing to give up sil for His sake.

TV. THE SAVORLESS SALT.—34, 85. Salt. Tle
chief snurce of salt in Palestine is & terraeed hill s~uth-
west of the Dead Sea. A cliff of sclid rock salt, from
30 to 60 feet high, cxtends for 7 miles along the eheae
and salt is also obtained frox pits dug into the sacd
or slimo of tke shore. Good; used by the Jews for




The Cost of Discipleship 43

ordinary purposes and also for tho temple sacritices.
Lost its savour (Rev. Ver.) ; spoiled through being
kept, a3 1t often was in houses with earthen floors.
Tho gonuine salt was washed out, leaving only other

earthly 1ngredients behind.
the dunghill ; uscless even for manure.

For the land, nor . .
So dis-

ciples who are unwilling to sacrifice self aro useless.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

2 Fezareth}

One of the towns east of

s DemesTos | ho Jordan which Jesus
Q}‘; pre probably visited was Rab-
% bah, or, a8 it was called in
3 0ld Testament times, Ras-
B g BATH-AMMON, because it
.""{{ffr belonged to the Ammon-
AN ites. It was situated about
&0° Gano 25 miles northeast of the

north end of the Dead Sea,

.'f m 2 frwtful valley which
"SA”MRM Rebboth forms the upper course of
Ammox’e | the river Jabbok. In the

3rd century B.C. it was

Terichs ead Sea. captured by Ptolemy Phil-

adelphus, king of Egypt,
and was named by him Philadelphia after himself.
The original name, however, was never lost, and still
appesrs in the modern namo "Amman.

LESSON QUESTIONS

$5-87 Whither was Jesus journeying? By whom
was Ho followed ? What did Ho say was necessary
in onder to become His disciple? What was His
meamng ? What is it to bear one’s cross? What is it
to go after Jesus?  What does Jesus promise to those
who forsake all for Him ? (Matt. 19 : 29.)

98-30 What was Jesvs' first illustration of counting
the cost of discipleship? For what purposes were
towers built in the East?  What would result from a
msn's being unable to finish his tower ?  What par
able refers to a tower in o vineyard 7 (Matt. 21: 33.)

81-83 What was Jesus® second illustration? To
what may He have referrod?  What does Jesus re-
quire His disciples to forsake?  What did Ho give up
for ua? (2 Cor. 8:9.)

84, 35 Where was the chief sourcoe of salt in Pal-
estine? For what did the Jews uso salt? How
might salt lose its savor? What might then be said
of it?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is it ever right to hate any ono ?

2. Does v. 33 1equire tho actual giving up of all
property ?

A PRAYER

‘We thank Thee, Father, for the warniogs contained
in Thy word. Keep us from sin, by showing how
hateful sin is to Thee, and how unsatisfying to those
who choose it. May nothing kecp us from “Thee. As
Thou hast chosen us, may we choose Thee, and con-
tinue to choose Thee, that our days may bo filled with
joy to oursclves and with blessing to others, because
they reveal Thee. Through Jesus Chuist.  Amen.

Prove fror= Scripture—7That Christians belong fo
God.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 90. How is the word
to be read and heard, thot 3t may become effectual to sal-
vation? A. That the word may becomo cficctual to
salvation, we must attend thercunto with diligence,
preparation, and prayer ; receive it with faith and
love, Iay it up in our hearts, and practiso it in our lives.

Tho Question on Missions—3. Why should we
carry the gospel to the Honanese ?  Because they have
little knowledge of the true God, and therefore worship
idols. Their religions, Taoisrn, Confucianism and
Buddhism, arc unablo to satisfy their souls’ needs, nor
do they furnish a power whereby they may overcome
sin and live a pure life.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 240, 238, 57 (Ps. Sel), 154
(from PRMARY QUARTERLY), 245.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Jesus teach that His followers must love Himmost ofall 2..... ... ..o iiieiiiiiiiiia .
Vit by g1 SO
. o o i it B T
O

SIGN NAME HERE....ccovvniiaannne
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Yesson IV.

*THE LOST SHEEP AND THE LOST COIN

April 26, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSONS —When Jesus uttered the Lesson parables, He was cununuing His Journey

through Perea towards Jerusalem.

GOLDEN TBXT—There is joy in the presence of the anzels of God over one sinner that repenteth.—Luke 15 : 10,

Memorize vs. 8-10.

1 1 Then drew near unto bhim all the publicans and
sinners for to hear him, .

2 And 3 the Phar’isces and 3 gcribes murmured, say-
ing, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with thom.

3 And ho spake ¢ this parable unto them, saying,

4 What man of you, having * an hundred sheep, ¢if
he loss one of them, doth not leave the mnety and nine
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until
he find it ? . . .

5 And when he hath found s, ho layeth it on his
shoulders, rejoicing.

8 And when bo cometh home, he calleth together
his friends and ? neighbours, saying unto them, Rejcice
with mo ; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 15 :1-10.

7 I say unto you, that 8likewise Joy shall be in
heaven over one ocinner that reponteth, moro than over
ninety and nine ¥ just persons, which need no repent-
ance.

.. 8 19 Either what woman having ten picces of silver,
if gho lose one piece, doth not Eght z? " eandle, and
swoep the house, and seek diligently 2 till she find 3¢ ¢

9 And when she hath found i', sho calloth # her
friends and her neighbours togeth.r, saying, Rejoice
with me ; for I have found the picce which I had lost.

10 “Likewise, I say unlo you, there is joy in the
presenco of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth.

Revised Version—! Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing near unto him ; 2both tha: the:

$unto them this parsble, $a, %and

having lost, 7his ; S¢ven so there shall be joy ; ¥ nghteous ; 1 Ur what ;

Ujamp ; B uetil ; Btogether her friends and neighbours ; W Even so, 1.
Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Cld Iuley:

London, England.)—M.—The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, Luke 15. 1-10. T.—The call of Levi, Luke 5. 27-32.
‘W.—Tho good shepherd, John 10 : 11-18. Th.—Praise of the good shepherd, Ps.23  F.—The Good Shepherd's
joy, John 17 :12-26. S.—The faithful shepherd’s promise, Ezek. 34 : 11-23. S.—The secking Saviour, Matt.

18:7-14.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tun LosT SHEEP.—1. All; that is, in the 4, 5. What man of you. Jesus would show that
place where Jesus happened tobe. “All"is afavorite  He is doing only what every one thinks reasonable
word of Luke's. He loves to think and speak of ges-  in the ordinary business of life. An hundred sheep.

pel blessings as meant for every one.  The publicans ;
the officials in Palestine, which was ruled by the Rom-
ans, who collected taxes for the Roman governor.
Theso officials paid the governor

Palestine is still noted for its sheep. The hill country
furnishes pasture ground for countless flocks of &
broad-taifed breed. Somotimes the tail of such a
sheep furnishes as much as 10

a certain sum for the right to
collect the taxes, and his profit
oonsisted in everything above
that sum which could be squecz-
ed out of the peovle. The pub-
licans were batnd, first because
thoy were agents of a foreign gov-
emment, and also because they
were, /s a rule, dishonest aad op-
pressive.  Sinners; thoss no-
tonious for their wicked lives.
3, 8. Pharisees. The very
namo means, ‘‘the separated
ones,” and marks how this Jew-
ish sect held aloof from all who
did not belong to it. The Phar-
isces prided themselves upon
their strictness in obeying the

pounds of pure fat, which is high-
ly prized. Oune ; only uoe out of
a hundred. Inthe wilderness ;
not a desert, but the usual sum-
mer pasture.  The ninety-nine
were in no special danger.  Lost;
misting when the shepberd at
night rounded up the finck in
some cave or rough stone enclos
ure, and therefore exposed to cold
and rain, to wild beasts and rob-
bers,—a peril to the shepherd
also, but he goes on sceking the
lost sbeep, until ho find it.
Layseth it on his shouldars;
es Jan Ridd. in tbe story of Lo
na Doone, roscued bis shicep from
3 great snow-drift and esmied

law of Moscs, and despised such
people as the “publicans and sin-
ners.” S8cribes ; the rabbis or
teschors of the law. These be-

SHEPHERD CARRYING HIS
LOST SHEEP ON HIS
SHOULDE

them bome, but two at a8 time.
Reojolcing ; as the Pharisces
R should have rejoiced at the pub-
licans and sinners secking better

Ionged mostly to the Pharisces.
Murmured ; talked in & fsult-finding way amongst
themselves. Recelveth ; permits to come near,
welcomes. Eateth ; which the Pharisees would not do,
boeausc about the persun or garments of these outcasts
there might be some ccremonial unclesancss. (See
Matt. 9.9-13.) This parable. The two parables of
tho Lost Shoep and the Lost Coin are regarded as one.

thinge, instead of treating them
harshly and coldly or with contempt.

6, 7. Comoth homo; to the village in which be
lived. Calleth together; to a fcast i bis bouse.
Rojoico with twe. Tbe shepherd's gladness is %
great that ko must share it with others. Joy . . in
heaver. Tho shepherd's joy is a picture of God's
joy when one lost soul is saved. Eepenteth ; changes

* This Lesson bas been aclected to be treated as a Speaal Missionary Leason for the Quarter.




The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 45

his raind and forsakes his ovil ways, like the outcasts
who were coming to Josus. Need no rapentance ; or
think that they need none, like the proud solf-satisficd
Pharisces.

II. Tae Losr CoiN.—8. What woman : not
¢ of you,’ perhaps because no women were present :
but men and women alike should be interested in the
saving of sinpers. Ten pleces of silver ; coins
(Grees drachmwe, each worth about sixtcen cents),
perhaps forming a string worn as a head ornament.
Lose one piecs 3 not worth much, but the zenth of
what the womar possessed. Light a lamp (Rev.
Vec.) ; becsuse the houso is dark : the houses of the
poor in Palestine have no windows. Sweep. The
flour might be of earth, covered with reeds or brush-
wood under which the coin would easily be hidden.
Until she find it (Rev. Ver.); persevering until her
search is successful.

9, 10. Calleth together her friends and neigh-
bours (Rev. Ver.) : women naturally in this case.
In an Easwrn vxllnge, where there is little privacy,
these would huve known about the loss, and rejoice
in the finding. Joy in the presence of the angels ;
Cod s overflowing joy seen by the angels and shared
by them One sinner that repenteth ; so great
13 the value of such an one in God s sight.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

In tho home country of
Amos the prophet, near
Tzxoa, Syrian shepherds
may stil be seen canng for
their flocks. The pasturuge
i8 poor, and in oraer to get
cnough food, the flocks
have to cover a good deal of
ground, pickng out edible

'(\frtﬂcl
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.EnmavS:ﬁ i bits of leafago as they go.
Jeresalom It is a lonesomo country,

=, —all hills and valleys. The
3"""5::: tf‘, hollow:s ave like great bowls
/{‘““ with the blue sky for & cow
er. Ifasheer should stray
out of sight in a country
liko this, it zmg‘ht take hours of ssarching to find it,
for, at a distance, the looso stones and bits of ledge look
puralingly liko sheep scattered over a hillside.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1-8 Who were the publicans? Why were thoy
hated amongst the Jews? Who were the sinnors ?
What does the name Pharises mean? Upon what
did tho Pharisees pride themselves? Who wore th
scribes 7 With what in Jesus did’the Pharisees and
seribes find fault ? What Phariseco did Jesus rebuke
for lack of love ? (Ch. 7 : 36-50.)

4, § What do you know about sheep raising in
Palestine ? Explain * wilderness.” From what would
a lost sheep be ip danger ? How did the shepherd in
the parable show his concern for the ono lost sheep ?
Where does Jesus call Himself the *‘good shepherd 2"
(John 10 : 14.)

6, 7 Whom did the shepherd invite to shars his
joy ? Of what is this joy a picture? What is it to
repent ?  Explain “need no repentanoce.”

8 What did tho woman in tho parabls lose? What
steps did sho take to find it? How did sho show her
perseverance ?

9, 10 Whom did she call to share her Joy ? Ex-
plain “in the presence of the angels.”

FOR DISCUSSIOR

1. Were the publicans better than tho Pharisees ?

2. Is it truo that *‘tho greater the sinner the greator
the saint 2"

A PRAYER

O God, awsken in us the knowledge of our nced of
Thee. Wo arc unsatisied. We crave something, and
wo do not know what it is. Teach us that Thou art
tho satisfaction of all who scek Thee. Creato soul-
thirst for Theo in us, and in others about us. Uso us
to bring them to Thee. And glorify Thy name in us
and in all Thy peoplo overywhere. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—That God loves sinners.

Shorter Catechism~—Review Questions 83-90.

Thy Question on Missions—{. When was our
Mission established in H{onan? Mr. and Mrs. Jona-
than Goforth and Dr. and Mrs. J. Frazer Smith wero
sent out in 188§, and the first tour into Honan was
made that year. In JS§90 tho city of Chu Wang was
opened for missionary rosidence, Hsin Chen in 1891,
and Changte in 1895.

Lesson Eymns—Book of Praise. Ps. Scl. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 443, 439, 68 (Ps. Sel), 134
(from PrIMARY QUARTERLY), 456.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why did the Pharisces and scribes find fault with Jesus ?



46 The Home Study Quarterly

Lesson V,

THE PRODIGAL SON—TEMPERANCE LESSON May 3, 1914

BETWEBN THE LESSONSB-—There io no break between to-day's Lesson and that for last Sabbath.

GOLDEN TEXT—I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against h
nd in thy 8ight.—Lulke 15 :y18 (Rev.Ver.). = & eaven,

Memorize vs. 17-19. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 15 : 11-24. Study Luke 15 : 11-32,

11 And be said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to Ais father,
Father, give me the portion of ! goods that falleth to me.
And he divided unto thom hss living

13 And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journsy into a far
country, and there * wasted his substanoe with riotous

ving
' 14 Ard whon ho had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that 3land ; and ho began to be in want.
15 And ho went and joined himself to 4z citizen
of that country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine.
16 And ho would fain have & filled his belly with the
husks that the swino did eat : and no man gave unto

m,

17 * And whon he came to himself, ho said, How
many hired servants of my father's havo bread enough
and to spare, and I porish 7 with_bunger | .

18 1 will arise anrf go to my father, and will say

unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
$ before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son :
make mo as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. Byt
° vah?::hh% was yet 1% greatdway off, l:lmf fﬁtbor Islaw bim,
and ad compsassion, and ran, and fell on his n
and Lissed bim s eak,

21 And tho son said unto him, Fathor, I have sinned
against heaven, and %in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son.

22 _ut the fathor said to his servants, Bring forth
12 the best robe, and put +¢ on him ; and put & ring on
his hand, and shoes on Ais feet :

23 And bring ¥ hither tho fatted calf, and kill it ;
ond lot us eat, and ¥ be merry :

24 For this mg» son was dead, and is alive again ;
ho was loat, and is found. And they began to be
merry.

Revised Version— thy substance ; *he ; 3country ; ¢one of tho citizens ; ¥ been filled with ; ¢ But when ;
Yhere with ; $in thy sight: I am; 9 while; afar off ; 11 was moved with; 3 quickly ; ¥ Omit hither;

W make merry.

Dailly Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 58 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Tho prodigal son, Luke 15:11-24. T.—The prodigal son, Luke 15 :25-32. W.—
The cry of the penitent, Pa. 51 :9-19. Th.—Turn ye and live, Ezek. 18 : 28-32. F.—The Father's pity, Ps.
103 : 3-18. S.—~The riches of God’s mercy, Eph. 2 : 1-9. 8.—A father's counsel, Prov. 3 : 1-6.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tep DeMAND.—11, 1. A certain man ;
not any very exceptional person ; any true father
would act like the one in the parable. Two 3ons ;
of very different dispositions. The younger ; repre-
sonting such poople as the publicans and Jews other
than the Pharisees, who claimed the first placs in
God's favor for themselves. Give me. Such a de-
mand was not unusual in Palestine, where younger
sons froquently left the land to join one of the many
Hebrew on the Mediter! The portion;
half the elder son’s share and therefore one third of
the father's estate (sec Deut. 21 : 17). Divided . .
his living ; giving, as would be only fair, the elder
son his portion also.

II. THE DESTINATION.—18, 14. Not many days
after. He could not too soen get where he would
bave his full swing. Gathsred ail together ; scling
land or jewels and calling in loans, greedily sweeping
overything in. A far country; the farther the
better ; ho could not, for very shame's sake, run his
avil course near his old homo. Wasted his substance;
spent all his moncy. Riotous living ; living in
which » free rein was given to overy passion. Mighty
famine. Fawmine was & ususl ocourrence in various
parts of the world in the days of Jesus. In want ;
the result of his wastefulness and the scarcity of food.

15, 16. Joined himself ; literslly, *‘glued himself
to,"—"foisted himsclf on. & citizen ; ono of an-
other nation, a heathen as wo may naturally suppose.
Ho gent him ; not that ho was needed, but out of
3 sort of good-natured pity. To feed swine; a
peculinrly hataful t2sk to a Jew, since swinoe wero look-
od upon 83 specially unclean. Husks ; tho pods of
the carob troo or loount troo coramon in Paleatine.
The pods aro vory sugary, and aro used about tho

Mediterranean for swine's food. No man gave ;
not even the cornpanions of his vices. Theso forsook
him as sorn as hie money was gone.

PODS OF THE CAROB TREE

“J1I. Tee RESOLVE.~17-19. Camo to himself,
In his rioting ho was pot himself, ho was *“Yeside
himself.” The sinner bas not only forsakoen Tiod, he
bas loft hus roal self. Rapentance is s return to the
roalself. Hired servants ; chance laborers'~wor than
slaves, liko tramps hired by a farmer for harvosting.
I will arise ; dofinite action without which mera
words of regret would have been in vain, My fathor.
Not cven his sin could chango that relationship.
‘Will say. Open confession flows from resl penitence.
8inned against heaven ; that is against God. In
thy sight (Rev. Ver.), in thy judgment ; he knows




The Prodigal Son—Temperance Lesson

full well what a fool his father must think him. No
more worthy. His sin has destroyved all his claims
to bo treated as a son.

1V. Tap RECEPTION.—20-24. Afar off (Rev.
Ver.), his father saw him ; having been on the
lookout for him and able to recognizo kim at & dist-
ance, oven in rags. Moved with compassion
(Rev. Ver.) ; fuil of pity for the wretched prodigal.
Ran ; regardless of Eustern digunity and advancing
years. Kissed ; fervently and frequently, the son
folded in bis arms. ‘The father said ; interrupting
the son's confession. Best robe; a stately robe
worn on ceremonial occasions. A ring; likely with
a signet giving somo authority. Fatted calf ; pre-
pared for some approaching feast, perhaps the elder
son's wedding. Dead ; gone away apparently for-
Alive ; restored to his old home.
Vs. 25-32 describe the conduct of the elder son.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON -

A picture of 2 house in
Caxa, 8 town of Galilee,
shows the kind of home
which the prodigal may
have left. Standing in a
large space entirely sur-
rounded by high walls, but
open to the sky, wo sce the
various parts of the house
R built of massive gray stone.
3 Two arched openings in one
SAHARTA of tho walls lead to dark
Ammox’s | stables and storerooms.
One small window opening
Tevichd cad Sea | 8t @ higher level gives light
to a room on an upper floor.
A doorway gives access to a room on the same level,
and from the door a stuiicase leads down to the big
sunshiny courtyard.

LESSON QUESTIONS

11,18 Who, in the Lesson parable, takes the place
of the shepherd and the woman in the parables of
last Lesson T Whom does the younger son represent ?
What did he ask? What was the younger son's
portion ?

13, 14 How soor did the younger son leave home ?
Whither did he go? How did he live there? What
calamity occurred ? Why was the young man a

Damascus

"; Fazarethy
Rabboth
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special sufforer ? Where is want likened to an armed
man? (Prov. 6:11;24:34)

15, 16 From whom did the prodigal seck help ?
What work was given to bim? Why was this a
specially hateful task? What was the prodigal com-
pelled to eat ? How did his companions treat him ?

17-19 How is repentanco here described ? What
did the prodigal resolve to do? Show that all sin
is against God. (Ps. 51 : 4) Quote a promise of for-
giveness to those who confess their sin. (1 John 1.9.)

20-24 Descibe the prodigal’s reception by his father.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Wkich was the more undeserving, the younger
or the clder son?

2. Is God's willingness to forgive an cncouragement
to 8in ?

A PRAYER

Teach us the joy of fellowship with Thee, Father.
Give us confidenco in Thee. Keep us ever near Thy
gide. When we wander from Tkee, bring us back,
confessing our 8in, and once more start us on the road
with Thee. Bless with us our loved ones. Be near
those who have been yiclding to the snare of strong
drink. Protect those who may yet be tempted.
Hasten the day when no one shall put a stumbling-
block in his brother’s path. And to Thee shall be all
the glory. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—That all men are God's
children.

S8horter Catechism—Ques. 91. How do the sacra-
ments become effectual means of zalration? A, The
sacraments becomse cffectual means of sslvation, not
from apy virtue in them, or in him that doth adminiater
them ; but only by the blessing of Christ, and the
working of his Spirit in them that by faith rcceivo
them.

The Question on Missiong—5. What was the
attitude of the Honanese towards the missionaries ?
It was at first cordial, but owing to the circulation of
evil and untrue reports, the people became unfriendly,
attacked and looted mission property, and finally, in
1900, compelled the missionaries to flee from the
country. They were able to return in 1901.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praiss: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 151, 161, 38 (Ps. Sel), 169
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 152.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What was the prodigal'ssin?..............0t

SIGN WAME HERE............. PN
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Lesson VI,
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THE UNJUST STEWARD

May 10, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The parablo of the Unjust Stoward was spoken to the disciples, perhaps
immediately after the parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Prodigal Son were spoken to the Phansees

and seribes.

GOLDEN TEXT—He that is faithful in a very littlo is faithful algo in much : and he that is unrighteous in a very
little is unrighteous also in much.—Luke 16 : 10 (Rev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 8, 9. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 16 : 1-13.

1 And ho said also unto ! his disciples, There was a
certain rich man, which had a steward ; and the same
was accused unto him that he 2 had wasted his goods.

2 And he called him, and said unto him, ¥ How is it
that I hear this of thee? ¢give an account of th
stewardship ; for thou # mayest be no longer steward.

3 ¢ Then the steward said within himself, What shall
I17do ? for my lord taketh away from me the steward-
ship : I cannot dig ; to beg I am ashamed.

4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out
of the stewardship, they may receive me into their

ouses.

5 % So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto
him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou
unto my lord ? .

6 And he said, ¥ An hundred measures of oil. And
he gaid unto him, Take thy 1 bill, and sit down quickly,
and write fifty.

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest
thou? And he said, ? An hundred measures of wheat.
1 And he said unto him, Take thy °bill, and write

fourscora. .

8 And !?the lord commended the 3 unjust steward,
because he had done wisely : for the M children of this
world ace ¥in their generation wiser than the children

of i‘ght.

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends
13 of the mammon of unrighteouaness; that, when 17 y¢
fail, thoy may receive you into everlasting habitations.

10 He that is faithful in 1 that which is least is faith-
ful also in much : and he that is 20 unjust in the least
is unjust also in much. .

. 11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the un-
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the
true riches ? .

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is
= nnqzther man’s, who shall give you that which is your
own

.13 No servant can gerve two masters : for cither he
will hate the one, and love the other ; or elss he will
hold to 2 tho one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

Revised Version—! the disciples ; 2 wag wasting ; 3 What is this that I hear of thee ; ¢ render the account ;

Scanst; ¢And the; 7do, seeing that my lord taketh away the stewardship from me ? 1 have not strength to dig ;
3 And calling to him each one of his lcrd's debtors, he said to the first ; A ; 9bond ; ! He saith ; 12 his lord:
1 unrighteous ; 1 gons ; 18 for their uwn generation, wiser than the sons of the light ; 18 by means of ; 17 it shall fail ;
18 the cternal tabernacles ; ? g very little is; 20 unrighteous in & very little is unrighteous also; 2! another’s,
who will give ; 2 Omit the.

Dalily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 3. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—The unjust steward, Luke 16 : 1-13. T.—Faithfuluess required, 1 Cor. 4 .1-5. W,
—*"As to the Lord,"” Col. 3:16-25. Th.—Forgiving an unfaithful steward, 2 Sam. 19 : 16-23. F.—A faithful
steward, 1 Sam. 12 :1-5. S.—A faithful steward honored, Gen. 41 : 35-46. S.—Gehazi, an unjust steward, 2
Kgs. 5 : 20-27.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. TEE PARABLE.—1, 2. Unto his disciples.
The parables of cb 15 (see Between the Lessons) had
been spoken to the Pharisees and scribes.’  Rich man.

ANCIENT OIL MILL AND PRESS

His wealth would consist in land, with its products,
fiocks, herds and slaves. A steward ; the manager
of the estate, whose owner likely lived in a town.
It was the steward's business to admit and dismiss
tenants ; to value their land and produce; and to
fix, collect and sell their rents, for in ths East, in our
Lord's day, as often in our own, rents were paid, not
in money, but in produce. Accused; by somo
enemy. Wasting (Rev. Ver.) ; by neglect and lux-
urious living, not actual dishonesty. Render the
account (Rev. Ver.) ; the final account of all thot
bad been under his care. No longer steward. It

would be impossible for any owner to keep such a
servant.

8, 4. Not strength to dig (Rev. Ver.). In Eastern
farming the hoe or mattock is used instead of the plow
where there is a rocky bottom with only a thin covering
of soil and on the hillsides. Tho steward was not
fitted for such manual labor. To beg . . ashamed.
Beggars were numerous in Palestine, owing to the lack
of any system for the relief of the poor, the prevaleuce
of blindness and the poverty caused by the oppressive
taxes of the Romans. Begging, however, was re-
garded as disgraceful. They; the *‘debtors” of
v. 5. Recoive me ; because of the liberal treatment
to be given to them.

5-8. Debtors ; probably tenants in arrears with
rent. Deasures (the Hebrew ‘‘bath’ containing
from 8 to 9 gallons) of oil. Olive oil was one of the
chief products of Palestine, and the rent of an olive
yard producing 1,000 measures might be 100 meas-
ures. Bond (Rev. Ver.) ; literally, '‘writings,” the
documents containing the tenant’s agreement, perhaps
with a statement of the rent paid and that still due.
Measures (the Hebrew ‘‘cor” equal to about 10
bushels) of wheat. A {arm yiclding 1,000 measurcs
might pay 100 mecasures in rent. His lord (Rev.
Ver.) ; thatis, the “richman' of v. 1. Commended;
not the steward’s dishonpesty, but his wisdom. Sons
of this world (Rev. Ver); worldly people. For
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their own generation (for the present life) wiser
(Rev Ver) : more skilful and prudent. S8ons of the
light (Rev Ver) ; those who belong to the kingdom
of God.

II. THR APPLICATION.- -9, 10. Make .. friends;
of tho poor whom you can help. Mammon; a
Hebrew word for monoy or other ecarthly possessions.
0f unrighteousness ; so called beeause thoy are so
often used in sinful ways Receive you; welcome
you when you enter, Eternal tabernacles; a
de.cription of heaven. Falthful in . . little . .
faithful . . in much. Character is revealed in the
uso of earthly goods, however small or great these may

11-18. Unrighteous mammon. See on v. 9.
True riches; the riches of the character which
belongs to the kingdom of God. This character we
can get only by using worldly wealdh in the night way.
Another’s (Rev. Ver.). We are only stewards of our
possessions : God is the owner. Your own; the
character won by faithfulness. V. 13 declares the
impossibility of having both God and the world as a
master.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

BeTturEmEM, the birth-
place of Jesus, is still a busy
centre of trade. Here, in a
large, open market-place,
business people and their
customers have congregated
for centuries on certain days
of the week to make bar-
gainsand to settle accounts.
Jexlc Donkeys and camels bring

g goods to the market-place
for sale. Sheep and goats
are driven hither to find
purchases. Grain is poured
out of heavy sacks to form
A great heaps ready for a
buyer's examination. The grain is_sold at retsil
oris used as a sample to get orders for Inrge quantities
held in storage. Olive oil is brought in flasks of
carthenware.  Other articles on sale are rugs and woven
stuff for clothing, dishes of wood, metal and earthen-
ware, lamps and all sorts of household furniture.

<
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LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 To whom was the Lesson parablo spoken ?
In what would tho rich man’s wealth consist ? What

was the business of a steward ? How wero rents paid ?
What accusation was mado against tho steward in the
parable ? What demand was made upon him? To
whom must all men give account ? (2 Cor. 5: 10.)

8, 4 What was the steward unfitted for? What
was he ashamed to do? What did he plan for ?

5-8 Who were the *‘debtors?" How many gal-
lons were there in a8 “‘measure” of oil ? How many
bushels were there in a **measure’ of wheat 7 How
did toe steward deal with the debtors ? Why dud the
owner commend him? Who are tho *‘sons of this
world ?'* Who are the *“sons of the light ?”

9, 10 Of whom were Jesus' followers to make
friends ? By what means were they to do this?
‘What would be their reward 2 Show that faithfulness
is the condition of reward in the kingdom of God.
(Matt. 25: 21, 23.)

11-18 Explain * unrightcous mammon” and * true
riches."”

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is dishonesty ever successful ?

2. Are riches a help or a hindrance in the Christian
life ?

A PRAYER

We thank Thee, our Saviour, that Thou art the truth.
Teach us that only the true can claira Thy friendship.
May we bo true to the trust Thou hast committed to
us. Show us how to make the most of life, and teach
us huw to inspire others to follow Thee with all their
hesrt. Forgive our half-hearted servies, aad make us
faithful and loyal to Thee. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—72hat Christians should de
wige.

Snortar Catochism—Ques. 92. What 38 ¢ Sacra-
ment? A. A sacrament is an holy ordinance, insti-
tuted by Christ: wherein, by scnsible signs, Christ,
and the benefits of the ncw covenant, are represented,
sealed, and applied to believers.

The Question on Missions—-8. How is the regular
evangelistic work conducted ? There are 18 pastors,
with their wives, and 12 single ladies engaged in this
work., They tell the gospel story in the Mission com-
pound, in rented places, on the willage street, at the
market, at theatres, religious festivals and wherever
they can reach the people. .

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 252, 240, 90 (Ps. Sel.), 535
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 245.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What is the right use to make of wealth?..... e iaeeseeetreactennctnnsnnenanareranananan PO
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Lesson VII.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

May 17, 1914

BETWEEN THE LRSSONS-—The last Lesson is fullowed by a rebuke addressed by Jesus to the Plariswes

and then follows to-day's Lesson.

GOLDEN TEXT—Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, be shall also cry, but shall not be heard.—Pro.
verbs 31 : 13 (Rev. Ver)).

Memorize vs. 30, 31.
15, 19-31.

19 3 There was a certain rich man, ? which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, 3 and fared sumptuously
every dng' : B
20 And ¢ there wag a certain beggar named Laz’arus,
$ which was laid at his gate, full of sorcs, .

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs & which
fell from the rich man's table :. ? moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores. .

22 And it came to pass, that the beﬁgar died, and
§ was carried by the angels into A’braham’s bosom :
9 the rich man also died, and was buried ; |

23 And in 1 hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor-
n;enlt’s, and seoth A’braham afar off, and Laz‘arus in

osom,

24 And he cried, and said, Father A'braham, bave
mercy on me, and send Laz’arus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongus; for I
am ! tormented in this flame, .

25 But A’braham said, Son, remember that thou in

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 16 :19-31. .Study Luke 16: 14
Read Luke 16 : 16-18. !

thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 1 likewise
Laz’arus evil things ; but now 13 he is comforted, and
3% Ned Teside st this, bet a

nd beside al i, between us and you there i
a great gulf fixed : 1880 that they whichywould pasL;
from hence to you 18 cannot ; neither ean they pass to
us, that would come from thence.

27 V" 'Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that
thou wouldest send him to my father’s house :

28 For I have five brothren ; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of
S “NAbrabam saith unto him, They b

roham gaith un im, They have Mo's
and the prophets ; let them hear tbem? ©

30 And he said, Nay, father A’braham : but if one
" went unto them from the dead, they will ropent.

31 Aund he said unto him, If they hear not Mo'ses
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
20 though one rese from the dead.

Revised Version— Now there; *and ho was clothed ; 3 faring ; ¢ Omit thore was; 8 Omit which ; ¢ that
fell : 7 yea, oven the ; 8 that he was carried awai by ; ®and the; 10 Hades he Dhfted : 1in anguish ; 12 Lazarus

in like manner evil things ; ¥ here ; 1¢in anguis!
from thence to us; 17 And

; B Omitso ; 1*may not be able, and that none may cross over
he ; 13 But Abraham saith, They i 1go to; if one rise.

Daily Readings—By courtcsy of I B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailoy, Hon. Sccretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—The rich man and Lazarus, Luke 16: 14, 15, 19-31. T.—An Old Testament command,
Deut. 15:7-15. W.—The rich man wurned, James 5:19. Th.—Heavenly treasure to bo desired, Matt.
6:16-23. F.—Christ’s blessing upon the poor, Luke 6 : 20-26. S.—*'Fret not thyself,” Ps. 37: 1-11. 8.—Faith

and works, James 2 : 5-17.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

J. ON EARTH.—19, 20. A certain rich man.
His name is not given, the common title ''Dives”
being simply the Latin for “a rich man.” Purple;
a costly material used for the outer cloak, colored
with a dye obtained from the trumpet snail. Fine
linen ; “byssus" made from Egyptian flax, used for
the undergarment or tun-

paradise. Abraham’s bosom ; one of three Jewish
names for the future home of the blessed, the other two
being “Parsdise” and “The Throne of Glory.” The
rich man algo die< ; after the most skilful physicians
bad doue their best for him. Was buried; with
great pomp as was the custom when rich men died.
II. In HapEs.—23,

ic, also verv costly. Far-
ing sumptuously (Rev.
Ver.) ; living merrily and
in splendor : life was a
daily feast. Beggar ; ono
of a numerous class in
the Gospel age (see Matt.
20:30 ; Acts 3 :2). Lag~
aru= ; Hebrew Eleazar,
meening “he whom God
helps.” Lald at his
gato ; a common custom
in the East. Full of
sores ; covered with ul-

24. In Hadcs (Rev.Ver);
the abode of all the dead,
including both paradise
and Gehenng, the place
of punishmeat for lost
souls.  Here, however,
the word is limited to
Gehenna. In torments;
suffering punishment, not
for being rich but for ne-
glecting the poor. Afar
off. Paradise was dimly
visible, yet within gpeak-
ing distance. Fatber

cers, supposed to be a

leper. EASTERN STREET OR BAZAAR DOGS

31, 22. Desiring to be

Abraham The rich
man, being 8 Jew, was,
like Lazarus, a son of

fed; but left to gohungry,

8o heartiess was the rich man. The dogse ; counted
as unclean beasts in the East. Licked his gores ;
ar added torture. The dogs would also scramble
for o ghare of the “crumbs.”” The beggar died.
Notihing is said of his burial : it would be poor and
mean enough. Angels. It was a common Jewish
belief, that angels carried the souls of the righteous to

Abraham, and hoped that
the patriarch would do something to relieve him. Send
Lazarus. He was willing now to reccive help even
from the beggar whom he had treated with such in-
difference. This flame ; not literal fire, but the
torture of sin with the plesure gono and the sting left.

25, 26. Bon; Iliterally, “Child :” the reply is
gentle, though it is frm. Remember. The rich man
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must soe the reasonablenocss of what has come to him.
Rocelvedst ; ‘‘didst receive to the full.” Thy geod
things. He had nover sought any good things other
than those of eurth, and these he had kept to himself.
Lazarus evil things. Thess were not his,—brought
on by himself—but he had accepted them from God.
He is comforted . . thou. . in anguish (Rev. Ver.).
This reversing of oconditions is clearly fair. Great
gulf ; a cleft or ravine, vast in depth, breadth and
length,—a picture of the complote scparation between
paradise and Gehenna.

):27-81. Five breturen . . testify unto them ;
testify urgently, %olling them what had coms to their
brother in the world beyond, with the authority of one
who has ecen. Moses and the prophets ; the
Jewish scriptures in their two main divisions. One
.. from the dead . . repent. This is as muoch as to
say that the rich man himself had not had a fair
chance. Neither . persuaded, ete. 'The man
who is not persusded by the gospel will not bo per-
susded by a ghost.”

A VILLAGE SHELEH

A picture of an Oriental sheikh or head man of a
village shows a man of dark complezion and medium
height, clothed in long flowing garments of the same
fashion as those worn in Palestine in the days of our
Lord. A loose undergarment 2f white cotton reaches
pearly to the ground, visible at the neok and hem, but
covered elsewhere by a robe of woolen stuff, woven
in stripes, A short jacket is worn over the striped
robe, and holds the xobe in place with a broad belt or
girdle. Over the whole is thrown a very long, full
cloak of beavy wool. The head is protected by the
swathing folds of a turban, a long strip of white cotton
or linen wourd 80 as to make a big soft cap of many
thicknesser. an admirable guard againat sunstroke.

LESSON QUESTIOND

19,20 What is the “.ich man" commonly called ?
What does this name mean ? Explain **purple and
“fine linen.” What does the name Lazarus mean ?

} 21,92 How aro dogs regarded in the East 7 How
did they add to Lazarus’ misery ? Why is nothing
said of Lazarus' burial ? Explain ** Abraham’s bosom."”
How would the burial of Dives differ from that of
Lazarus? Where are the poor called *“heirs of the
kingdom 2" (James 2: 5.)

\

23, 24 What two places does the term Hades in-
olude ? To whioch does it specially refer here ? By
what title did Dives address Abraham ? What is
meant by *this lame ?"" Who will be condemned to
everlasting fire ? (Matt. 25 : 41-43.)

28, 26 What did Abraham call Divesa? What had
Dives received on earth? What had Lazarus re-
ceived ? How had the conditions of the two men been
reversed ? How is the separation botween paradise
and Gehenna pictured ? .

27-31 What did Dives ask Abraham to do? What
did Abrabam reply ? What did Dives next say ?
What did this imply concerning himself ? Give
Abraham's final reply.

¥OR DISCUSSION
1, Was Dives responsible for taking care of Lazarus ?

2. Would people be more likely to heed an angel
than a human preacher ? |

A PRAYER

Fathor in heaven, our hearts aro filled with gratitude
when wo think that we are heirs of Thine, co-heirs of
Thy Son Jesus Christ. May our joy, as we realize
this, be so great that we will forget privation and diffi-
oulty and danger. May we be content and cheerful,
and may our lives show that we really believe that only
thoso can be happy whoso lives are yielded to Thee.
Amen,

Prove from Slcripture—:l'hax @od cares for the poor.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 93. Which are the sacra-
ments of the New Testament? A. The sacraments of
the Now Testament are, Baptism, and the Lord's
supper.

The Question on Missions—7. How is the
medical work carried on ?  Hospitals have been opened
at Changte, Weihwei, Hwai King, and Wu An, where,
in dispensary, chapel and hospital ward, tho gospel
messago i8 proclaimed. There ave at present only
5 doctors,—4 men and 1.woman, for Honan's eight
millions of people.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praiso: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 313, 320, 57 (Ps. Sel.), 455
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 306.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Describo the condition of Dives on earth.......

....................... B I I
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UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS

May 24, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSON3—Tho Leason, in Luke’s narrative, follows close upon that for last Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT-—He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.—1 Corinthians 1 : 31.
Memorize vs. 3, 4. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 17 :1-10.

1 ! Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible
but that ?offences will come : but woo unto him,
through whom they come | .

2 It were 3better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and he ¢cast into the sea,
$ than that he should ¢ offend ono of these little ones.

3 Take heed to yourselves : If thy brother 7 trespass
ageinst thee, rebuke him ; and if he repent, forgive

him.

4 And if he 3 trespass against thee soven times in ®a
day, and seven times 1in a day turn again to thee,
saying, I repent ; thou shalt {orgive him.

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our

aith.
6 And the Lord said, If ye !t had faith as a grain of
mustard seed, yo 12 might say unto this sycamine tree,

.Revised Version—! And he said unto his disciples ; i J
& millstone ; ¢ were thrown ; & rather than ; ¢ cause ono of these little ones to stumble ; 7 sin, re
the day ;: 19Omit in a day ; thave faith ; !2would ; B rooted .
there of you ; ¢ keeping sheep, that will say ; 17 Omit by and by ; 18in;
servant ; 3! Omit four words ; 2 Even s0 ye also ; ¥ the things ; % that ; %it.

Be thou 3 plucked up by tho root, and be thou planted
in the sea ; and it ¥ should obey you

7 But 1 which of you, having a servant plowing or
18 feeding cattle, will say unto him ¥ by amy by, when
he is comr3 18 from the field, !* Go and sit down to meat ?

8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready
wherewith I may sup, and i"d thyself, and serve me,
till I have eaten and drunkeu; and afterward thou
shalt eat and drink ?

9 Doth he thank 0 that servant because he did the
things that wore commanded % him? I trow not.

10 2 So likewise ye, whon yo shall have done all
2 those things # which are commanded you, say,
Wo are unprofitable servants: we have done that
which ¥ was our duty to do.

2 occasions of stumbling should come ; 3 well for him if

buke him ; 8sin;
up, and ; ¥ would have obeyed you ; ¥ who is
19 Come straightway and sit; the

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Unprofitable servants, Luke 17 : 1-10. T.—The sacrifice of thanksgiving, Ps. 116.
‘W.—* But now profitable,” Philemon 10-21. Th.—Saul and David, 1 Sam. 26 : 13-25. F.—Confession in prayer,

Dan. 9 :4-17. 8.—A forgiving brother, Gen. 50 : 14-21.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tee MiLL-
STONE.—1, 2. 8aid
unto his disciples
(Rev. Ver.) ; when and
where we havenomeans
of knowing. Impos-
gible ; because of the
&in that is in all men.
Occasions of stum-
bling (Rev. Ver.). The
Greek is a single word,
which means literally
the stick in a trap on
which the bait is placed
and which springs up and shuts’}.he trap at the touch of
an animal. Hence the word came to mean a snare or
stumblingblock. Ia t ‘law it was a crime to
put a stumblingblock before a blind person or cause
him to wander out of the way. Woe unto him.
A curse will come upon him. A millstone. Matthew
(Matt. 18 : 6, Rev. Ver, Margin) and Mark (Mark
9 :42, Rev. Ver. Margin) say ‘“‘an ass millstone,”
that is, one so large as to require an ass to turn it,
instead of tho smaller millstone mentioned here, which
wsas turned by women. Thesge little ones ; children
or wesk disciples. It is an awful sin to lead one of
these astray.

II. Tap SiNNING BROTHER.—S, 4. Take heed ;
& warning to the disciples against the sin spoken of in
vs. 1, 2. Thy brother ; not mercly a fellow disciple,
but any one. 8in (Rev. Ver.) ; do some injury or
wrong. Bebuke him ; not barshly or contemptu-
ously, but in love as a fellow sinrer, trying to make
him hate the sin. Repent; be sorry for and give
up his sin. Forgive him ; treat him as if the sin
had never been committed. Seven times. Compare
Matt. 18 :21, 22. Seven is the Jowish number for
completeness, and Jesus here teaches that there is to

PLOWING IN THE EAST

S.—~Humble confidence, Ps. 143 : 1-10.

be no Limit to forgive-

ness,

III. Tre Svea-
MINE TREE.~5, 6.
The apostles; the
““sent ones,” the title
given to tho twelve
chosen disciples of Je-
sus. Increase our
falth ; hterally, “add
faith to us.” Faith 1s
trust in Christ. It ac-
cepts and acts upon
what Christ bas eaid
simply because He has said it. Paith as a grain of
mustard seed ; one of the smallest of secds, * Small
88 a mustard seed"” was_a Jewish proverb for the most
diminutive objects. {Sycamine tree ; probably the
same a8 tho sycamore (Luke 19 :4), o fine tree, grow-
ing from 25 to 30 feet high, with wide-spreading
branches. The leaves are heart-shaped, while the
fruit resembles large blackberries in size and shape,
and has a pleasant acid taste. Rooted up (Rev.
Ver) . . planted in the sea. Even the smallest
faith can do great things, if only it is used.

IV. Tep UNPROFITABLE SBRVANTS.—7-9.
‘Which of you. Jesusmakes His appeal to the common
scnse of His hearers. A servant; s slave. Plow-
ing or keeping sheep (Rev. Ver.) ; the two kinds
of farm work in Palestine—plowing in the valleys
and the keeping of sheep on the hills. Come straight-
way and sit down (Rev. Ver.). Yet Jesus pictures
Himself as doing this very thing, 8o unusual amongst
men, for His disciples (see ch. 12 :37). Make ready;
got mo my supper first. Gird thyself ; catch up the
long inner garment as high as the kaces, fastening
it with the belt or girdle.

)




Unprofitable Servants

10. 8o likewise ye ; who are God's slaves. Done
all . . commanded you; not, indeed, with the
gpirit of slaves, but willingly and cheerfully, yet
working as hard for God as slaves are compelled to
work for their masters. Unprofitable servants ; not
“worthless,” but having no claim for payment There
is no contradiction here of Jesus' gracious promises
(sce, for example, Matt. 25 :21) ; but what He gives
is & matter of grace and generosity, not something
which can be earned.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

‘The PLAIN OF SHARON ex-
tends along the Mediter-
re ranean Sea {rom Joppa to
Mount Carmel. In this
very fertile district may be
seen broad fields, in which
men are plowing, sometimes
with 8 yoke of oxen and
sometimes with a single
camel. The plows used are
curiously small and primi-
tive, hardly more than

Damascus

Hediteryanean
Sca

Rabboth

Ammon’e | orooked sticks, and the
work done by them is poor
Yevich® ! pead Sca compared with that of our

plows. The plow is held
with one band, instead of both hands as with us.
Farming implements now used in Palestine are prac-
tically the same as those used nineteen hundred years
ago.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1,2 To whom were the words of the Lesson spoken?
Ezxplain, “ occasions of stumbling' (Rev. Ver.). Why
was it impossible to prevent these ? What kind of
mill stone is mentioned here ? What other kind was
used ? Who are the *little ones 7" Where does Paul
warn sgeiost placing a stumblingblock in another’s
way ? (Rom. 14 :13.)

53

3, 4 To whom does ‘'brother” refer? In what
spirit should sin be rebuked ? 'What is it to repent ?
What does forgiving *‘seven times'” mean? What
is the great motive to forgiveness ? (Eph. 4 :32))

6, 6 Who wero the apostles? What request did
they make ? What degree of faith did Jesus describe ?
What did He say that even such faith could do?
‘Where does Jesus call His disciples men “of little
faith 2 (Matt. 6 : 30.)

7-9 What were the two kinds of farm work in
Palestine ? What were servants required to do after
a day’s work ?

10 In what respect are Jesus' followers to be like
slaves ? In what respects unlike ? On what does the
reward of Christ’s servants depend ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1, Are we responsible for the sins of others ?
2. Is the service of Christ too hard ?

A PRAYER

We praise Thee, O God, that Thou hast set such a
high ideal before us. May we not be discouraged aa
we think of it, but may we make up our minds that,
in Thy strength, we will conquer the evil that opposes
us, and that we will do nothing to hinder others in
coming to Thee. Make us Thy helpful servants.
Live in us and work through us, to the glory of Thy
holy name. Amen.

Prove from 8Scripture—7That Qod requires faith.
8horter Catechism—Review Questions 91—93.

The Question on Missions—8, What is the edu-
cational work of our Mission ? Boarding schools for
boys and for girls, the children of Christians, have been
opened at Changte, Weihwei and Bwai King, and in
theso are enrolled 243 pupils. There are 35 young men
at our High and Norma! Schools,

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 116, 272, 69 (Ps, Sel.), 41
(from PRiMARY QUARTERLY), 293.

FOR WRITTEN-ANSWERS

1. What did Jesus tea ch regarding stumblingblocks 7. ce i vuiit ittt it iei ittt et teiiia e

3. How did Jesus illustrate the power of faith 2. v v ittt ittt otiiereeenennnnnnnsesenns
4. What value should we sct on our own work for Christ 2. .iveeiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnns

SIGN NAME HERE.....cvciereennrresncnanss

.............................. teecsetctettevrrranes
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Lesson IX, THE GRATEFUL SAMARITAN May 31, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESS8ONB—Aftor the instructions of last Lesson, Jesus, with His disoiples, wont to
Bethany, where the raising of Lazarus took pluce, John 11: 1-46. To cscape the malice of the Jewish leadors,
who sought to put Him to death, (John 11 : 47-54), our Lord then retired to Ephraim (John 11 : 54-57), a city in
the hill country, probably 14 miles north of Jerusalem, whero He remained for some woeks until near the time of the
Passover in March-April of A.D. 30,

GOLDEN TEXT~—Were there none found that reh(x}xined {9 give glory to God, save this stranger ?7—Luke 17 : 18
ev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 17-19. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 17 :11-19.

11 And it came to pass, as L he wont to Jeru‘salem,
g‘:l""]he 3 pasgsed through the midst of Samar’ia and

iloe.
.12 And as he entered into a certain villago, thore met
him ten men that were legors. which stood afar off :
13 And they lifted up thesr voices, 3 and said, Jo'sus,
Master, have mercy on us. .
14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go
¢ shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass,
S that, a3 they went, they wero cleansed.

15 And ono of them, when he saw that ho was healed,
turned back, ¢ and with a loud voice ? glorified God,

16 And ¢ foll down on Ais face at his feet, giviog him
thanks : and he was a Samar’itan.

17 And Je’sus answering said, Were ? thore not ten
oleansed ? but where are the nine ?

18 19Thore are not found that returned to give
glory to God, save this stranger.

19 And hoe said unto him, Ariso, ¢ go thy way : thy
faith hath made thee whole.

Revised Version—! they wero on the way to ; ? was passing ; 3saying ; ‘and ; 3 Omit that; ¢Omit and;
7 glorifying ; % he fell upon ; 9not the ten; ! Were there none found.

Dally Readings—(By courtesy of I.B.R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Tho grateful Samaritan, Luke 17 : 11-19. T.—The law of the leper, Lev. 14 : 1-8. W,
—Naaman the leper cleansed, 2 Kgs. 5 : 8-14. Th.—Christ’s willingness to heal, Matt. 8: 1-10. F.—Through

faith, Mark 5 :21-36. S.—Mercies forgotten, Ps. 78 : 32-42.

8.~The thankful heart, Ps. 30.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

ONE LEPER RETTRNED TO GIVE THANKS
TO GOD

1. Herr IMPLORBED.—11, As he went; as He
was on tho way. To Jerusalem. The scction of
Luke’s Gospel (ch. 9 : 51 to oh. 19 :28) to which the
Lesson belongs, may be called Jourpeyings to Jer-
usalem. Here, for the tkird time (compare chs. 9 :
51, 62 and 13 : 22), Luke tells us that Jesus was on
His way to that city. Through the midst; liter-
ally, “through what lies between,” that is, along the
border. Samaria ; the middle province of the three
into which Palestine was divided. It i3 mentioned
first &8 being on the right whilo Jesus was going east-
ward toward Perca, across the river, to avoid passing
through Samaritan territory on His way to Jerusalem
(se0 ch. 9:52-55). Qalileo; the northernmost of
the three Palestinian provinces.

12, 18. A certain village ; on the road to Beth-
shean or Soythopolis, where there was a ford or bridge

over the Jordan. Across the river a road led south-
ward to Jericho. Ten. . lepers ; some Jews and some
Samaritans, & common misery having broken down
the barrier of race amongst them, and all horribly
disfigured by the dreadful disease. Btood afar off ;
forbidden to approach passers-by nearer than 100
cubits or 150 feet. ‘‘The leper was to go with his
clothes rent, bis head bare and a covering on his upper
lip ; and 23 he went was tocry, ‘Unclean ! Unclean!'"
(See Lev. 13 .45.) Master ; not the Greek word
commonly used, which means *teacher,” but a word
pointing to authority iike that of the master of a house.
Have mercy ; which would surely show itself in one
of such power by working a oure.

II. HeaLiNG BESTOWBD.—14. When he saw
them ; directly He saw them. There was no delay
in the cure when Jesus saw the need. Qo ; before
there wae any sign of healing in their bodies. Thoy
must show their faith in Jesus by doing exactly what
He bade tbem. Shew yourselves unto the priests.
The law of Moses required that a leper should get a
certificate from some priest before he could be regarded
as cured. As they went; each to the priest nearest
his own home. The Samaritans would go to pricsts of
the temple on Mount Gerizim (ses Geography Lesson).
They were cleansed ; not before, nor after, but as
*they went.” Their obedience proved their faith and
ibeir faith brought healing.

III. TEANES RENDERED.—16, 16. Ono of them;
only one out of all the ten. Saw that he was healod ;
knew this by the stirring of new health within and tho
change in his body, before so ugly and foul. Turned
back ; at once: he did not need the priest to tell
bim that ho was healod. With a loud voice ; heard
at a distanoce : there was no fear or shame in declaring
bis heartfelt gladness. Glorified God ; from whom
alono such a cure could como. Fell upon his face ;
in adoring worship. Giving him thanks ; render-
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.
ing tho gratitude to the ono through whom, as well
a8 tho one from whom, healing bad come. A Sumnr{-
tan ; and therefore hated and Jdespised by the Jows.
But Jesus never despises any one.

17-19. Were not the ten cleansed ? (Rev. Ver.).
Jesus knew this, without seeing or hearing, by His
divine powers of vision, Where are the nine?
Perhaps going to tho priests, but gratitude was their
highest duty. This stranger; or “foreigner,” one
of the mixed races which dwelt in Samaria, Thu rest
may or may not have been all Jews. Thy faith.
Jesus saw that the man believed in Him and would
prove his faith by a life of loving obedience. Hath
made thee whole ; bringing not the healing of_his
body, but the salvation of his soul.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
Mounr GentziM  and

,( MounTEBALin Samaria are
f »'ﬂ}fﬂﬂtﬂal the mountains respectively
: ﬁf?&'ﬂeﬁlzim of blessing and cursing

(see Josh. 8 : 33). Standing
on the slope of Mount Ebal,
one sces at the foot culti-
vated ground divided into
many small fields,—most

SAMARIA

Emmavs. . of them quite unfenced—
m""“‘."g the crops of different kinds
o L giving the effect of an ir-
Bf@f""‘ %, regular patchwork quilt.

Beyond the fields are
several orchards of olive
trees. At the right of the
orchards the houses of a little Samaritan wvillage stand
huddled closely together in Oriental fashion, with a
dusty highway passing near. At the farther side of
the road the barren slopes of Mount Gerizim begin to
rise.

LESSON QUESTIONS
11 Whither was Jesus going ? What may the
section of Luke’s Gospel from which the Lesson is
taken be called? Between what two provinces
was Jesus passing ?  Towards what province was He
going ? Find an account of our Lord’s meeting with
s woman of Samaria. (Jobn 4 : 1-26.)

12, 13 By whom wans Jesus met ? Explain how
Jews and Samaritans came to bo in the same company.
Why did the lepers stand “afar off 2" What warning
were tho lepers obliged to give to passers-by ? By
what title did the lopers address Jesus ? What appeal
did they mako ? Where, in tho Old Testament, is a
group of lepers mentioned ? (2 Kgs. 7 : 3-11.)

14 What did Jesus bid the lepers do? Why were
they to show themselves to the priests? What hap-
pened as they were going? Find the'story of a man
with a withered hand whose faith was similarly tested.
(Ch. 6 :6-10.)

16, 16 How would the lepers know that they were
healed ? What did one of them do? To what race
did he belong ?

17-19 What question did Jesus ask? What did
the man receive besides bodily healing ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Hos any ono race the right to consider itself
higher than another ?

2. Are we saved by faith or by obedience ?

A PRAYER

Lord, unless Thou help us we must die. And
we want to live. We want Thy life. We would be
pure. We would be useful to Thee. Make us over,
fill us with Thy Spirit, give us Thy grace. Empty us
of self. May we rejoico always in Thee, and share our
rejoicing with others whom Thou hast placed around
ng. And this we desire for Thine own honor and
glory. Amen.

Prove from Scripture——That thankfulness is a duty.
Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 88—93.

The Question on Missions—9. What other
methods are used for reaching the people? Work
among students and young men has been opened up,
using Y.M.C.A. methods, and an attempt is being made
to reach the Government Schools in Kaifeng, the pro-
vincial capital. Industrial work for women is also
being conducted at Hwai King.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: Ps. Sel. 68

(Supplemental Lesson), 36, 43, 77 (Ps. Sel.), 518
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 100.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How were the ten lepers healed ?............
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Lesson X.

The Home Study Quarterly
THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM

June 7, 1914

BRTWEEN THE LESSONS—Thero is no break between last Lesson and to-day's.
GOLPEN TEXT—Lo, the kingdom of God is within you.—Luke 17 : 21 (Rev. Ver.).
Memorize v. 33. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 17 :20-37.

20 And } when he was demanded of the Phar‘isees,
when the kinédom of God ?should come, ho answered
them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation :

21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, 3lo there !
for, bebold, the kingdom of God is within yoi. .

22 And he said unto tho disciples, Tho_Jdays will
come, when ye shall desire to sce one of the duys of the
Son of man, and ye shall not see it.

23 And they shall say to you, ¢ See here ; or, see
there : go not ¥ after them, nor follow them.

24 For as the lightning, $ that lighteneth out of the
one part under ¥ heaven, shineth unto the other part
undgr heaven ; so shall #also the Son of man be in
his day.

25 gut. first must he suffer many things, and be
rejeated of this generation. .

28 And a8 it ® was in the days of 19 No’e, 8o shall it
be also in the days of the Son of man. )

27 They 1 did cat, they drank, they married 2 wives,
thoy were given in marriage, until the day that 13 No'o
entereg‘ ‘into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed
them all. . .

28 Likewise ¢ also as it was in the days of Lot ;

they ' did cat, they drank, they bought. they anld,
they %lnntcd, they builded ;

29 But #the samo day that Lot went out 18 of
Sod’om it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and
dostroyed them all. ; .

30 17 Even_thus shall it be in the day % when the
Son of man is revealed.

31 In that day, he which shall be ! upon the house-
top, and his 20 stuff in the house, let him not * come
down to take =it away : and 3 he that is in the ficld,
let him likewise not return back.

32 Remember Lot's wife .

. 33 Whosoever shall scck to % gave his lifo shall lose
it ; 3 and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.

34 T 3stell you, in that night there shall be two
men 1?in one bed ; the one shall be taken, and the
otl%cr,ah%ll bo left. hall be srind "

5 3* Two women § e grinding together; the
one shall bo taken, and tho other *3left.
3 Two men shall be in the field ; the oae shall
be taken, and the other left.

37 And they ¥ answered and said unto him, Where,
Lord? And he said unto them, 3 Wheresoever the
body 1s, thither will the cagles 3 bo gathered together.

Revised Version—!beiny, asked by ; ? cometh ; 3 There! for lo, the; ¢ Lo, there ! Lo, here ! 8 away, nor

follow after them ; $ when it lightencth ; 7the ; 3 Omast also; ? came to pass ;

10 Nogh, even so ; Mate ; 2 Omit

wives ; 8 Noah ; Meven as it came to pass in; Win the day : 18 from ; 17 After tho same manner shall it bo;
1$that; Won; ¥goods; 3 godown; = them ; 2lot him that isin the field likewise ; * gain ; * but whosoever;
2 gay unto you ; 37 Thero shall be two women ; 23 shall be ; 2* Omst whole verse | 3% answening say ; 3 Where the;
talso.

Dally Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secrctary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—The coming of the kingdom, Luke 17 : 20-30. T.—The coming of tho kingdom, Luke
17 :31-37. W.—"In tho days of Noe,” Gen. 7:11-24. Th.—Lot's deliverance, Gen. 19 : 14-26. F.—The
disriples’ enquiry, Matt. 24 :3-14. S.—The Christian's hope, 1 Thess. 4 : 13-18. «—** Behold I como quickly,’
Rev. 22 : 6-14.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tee UNSEEN
KinGpoa—320, 21
Being asked by the
Pharisess (Rev. Ver.).
Perhaps the purpose of
the question wes to test
Jesus. When the
kingdom of God

Not seo it ; not thst
it will never come, but
that it will not comein
those days of longing.
V. 23 warns against
false rumors of the
Lord's return. As the
lightning, ctc.; as sud-

comoth (Rev. Ver.).
Both John the Baptist
and Josus had declarcd

AN EASTERN HOUSETOP

den and as everywhere
vigible.  Such will be
the future coming of

that this kingdom was

at hand (sce Matt. 3:2, 17). Now the Jews were
looking for a great carthly kingdom with the Messiah’s
throne and a conquering stmy. But, though Jesus
bad been preaching for two years, this kingdom had
not boen sct up. Hence the Pharisee’s question.
Not with obsorvation ; not so that it can be watched
with the eye. It was a common expectation that
there would be s wonderful appearance in the sky and
a visible descent of the Messish. Lo hore! or, There!
(Rev. Ver.); pointing to some marvelous happening.
Within you; or *‘among you;:" wherever people
sro faithfully following Christ as their king.

II. Tap SoN oF MaN.—22-25. Unto the dis-
ciples ; when the Pharisces, perbaps, bad retired.
The days will come; when Jesus has leit them
amidst trisls and dangers. One of the Gays, ectc.;
a singlo day of the heavenly glory whick was to come.
*Ch for & day of heaven in this timo of trouble I"

the Son of Man, the
king of the kingdom. First..suffor..and be
rejected. The cross must be cndured before the
glory is reached.

26-30. In the days of Noah (Rev. Ver). See
Gea,, cha. 6, 7. Ate (Rev. Ver.) . . drank . . mar-
ried. They were wholly given up to the things of this
world, regardless of Nosh's warnings. Dayzs of Lot.
Sce Gen., ch. 13. Bought . . sold . . planted . .
builded ; not said of Noah's time. The people in
Lot's time were mote highly civilized, and had there-
forc more to absorb their attention. Rained fre
and brimstono. See Gen. 19 :24.

YiI. Tae CALL TO SAFETY.—S1-33. On the
housetop (Rev. Ver.) ; taking a midday sesta o
the flat roof surrounded by a balustrade for protection.
Stufl ; houschold goods. Not go down (Rev. Ver),
cto.; because this would csuse delay. There would
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be a staircase outside the house. Remember Lot's
wife, Seo Gen. 19 :20. This woman perished be-
causo she was unwilling to forsake her property.
Seek ; like a fugitive hunting for a place of shelter
in danger. ‘To gain his life (Rev. Ver.) ; to preserve
his life in case and comfért. X.ose it ; miss the real
purpose and highest blessedness of life. Lose his
life ; make sacrifices for Christ's sake. Preserve
it ; literally, ‘save it alive,” that is, win the true life
which death cannot touch.

1V. Tep FINAL SEPARATION.—34-37. Two
men on one bed (Rev. Ver.) ; assocaated as closely
as possible, like the “two women' (v. 35) and the
“two men,’”’ v. 36. One .. taken ; that is, saved.
Other . . left ; to judgment. The body ; a dead
body representing the wicked who must be destroyed.
Eagles. Griffon wvultures arc meant,—birds which
feed upon carrion. Tho meamng 1s that those belong-
ing to the kingdom will be saved, while those outside
of it will be destroyed, wherever they are.

WOMEN GRINDING AT A MILL

Tho hand mill for grinding grain used in Syria is
formed of two stones, each with a fiat, circular face,
one of which is laid upon the other. Tho upper
stone is picrced by & hole a few inches in diameter,
through which an iron pin get in tho lower stone sticks
through. This pin makes a sort of axle on which the
upper stone can bo pushed round and round, while
the lower stone remains stationary. A second stout
iron pin is set in the upper stone near the edge, and it
is by taking hold of thia that the workers turn tho
stone. Grinding is women’s work, and the weight ‘of
the stonc is too much for one to keep moving, so that
two always work together. Tho grain is dropped,
handful by handful, into tho holo besido the upright
axle. As the upper stone is pulled slowly round and
round, it drags the kernels beneath itself and they are
crushed into a coarse flour or measl, which falls into a
trough kopt besido the mill.

LESSON QUESTIONS

20, 21 What may have been the purpose of the
Pharisces’ question? To what teaching of Jesus did
it peint ? For what sort of kingdom were the Jews

looking ? Explain, ‘‘not with observation.” How
did Paul define the kingdom of God ? (Rom. 14:17.)

22-236 For what did Jesus say His followers would
long? What would His second coming be liko?
Where is His coming likened to that of a thief in the
night ? (1 Thess. 5:2)

26-30 How would the timo of Christ's coming be
like the days of Noah ? To what other period is it
likened ?

81-33 What was an Eastern housetop like?
Mention one purpose for which it was used. What
did the command not to go down into the house mean ?
What lesson may be drawn from Lot's wife? How
is life surc to be lost 2 What is the only sure way to
save lifo? Where does Jesus say that He came to
give life “more abundantly 2"

84-37 What three illustrations are here used of
the separation between the righteous and the wicked ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is drunkenness an excuse for any crime ?
2. Who are responsible for the sale of strong drink 7

A PRAYER

When darkness gathers about us, Father, may we
sce the light of Thy countenance and rejoico in the
knowledge of Thy love. When faith is weak, may wo
bo strengthencd by Thy prescnce. Always may we
scek to pleass Thee, to make Thee our compsanion, to
dwell with Thee as our fricnd. Forgive our wandering.
Bring back to Theo those who are straying. Hasten
the coming of the kingdom. For Jesus' sake. Ameon.

Prove from Scripture—7That Christ will come again.

Shorter Catechisma—Review Qucstions 39—S50.

Tho Question on Missions-—10. What have been
the effccts of mission weork in Honan ?  Suspicion has
been disarmed, the people have becomo friendly snd
hear the Word with gladness, thousands of sick have
beer bealed, thousands of lives have been changed, and
the church of Christ is being built up.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 64, 67, 2 (Ps. Sel.), 538 (frem
Prisanry QUARTERLY), 83.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What question was asked of Jesus and what was His answer?.....o... e ereiacereatieianane ceeeeee
2. How did Josus illustrate the suddenness of His sccond coming ?......... ceeeen eeeereratecnariennn .ee

Teeelsestete ettt tationntntenn aseseesee Sesseessetettre ettt erteetetst ettt Tt ere s arraut

3. What did He say sbout lesing liferand saving it?....... Cierenee .
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Lesson XI.

The Home Study Quarterly
THE FRIEND OF SINNERS

June 14, 1914

LESSON SETTING—Tho Lesson sclects the parable of the Pharisce and Publican and tho story of Zacchious
from the narrative of our Lord’s journeying through Perea towards Jerusalem.

GOLDEN TEXT—I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.—Mark a 3 17.
Memorize ch. 19 :10. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 18 : 9-14 ; 19 : 1-10.

9 And ho spake ! this parable unto cortain which
trusted in themsclves that they were righteous, and
2 despisod others : A

10 Two mon went up into the tomple to pray;
the one a Phar‘isco, and the other a publican. |

11 The Phar’iseo stood and prayed thus with him-
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 3 other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or oven as this
publican. .. L

%2 I fast twice in the week. I give tithes of all that

possess,
.13 ¥ And the publican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as ks oyes unto heaven, but smote
$upon his breast, saying, God bo merciful to mo a

sinner,
. 14 T 7 tell you, this man went down to his house
justified rather than the other : for every ono that
cxulteth himself shall be 3abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.
3 gh.hw :1 And? Jo'sus enterod and 10 passed through
ericao.
2 And, bohold,! there was & mar 8 named Zaccha'us,
which was the chief among the publicans, and he was

rich.

3 And he sought to see Je'sus who he was ; and could
not for tho 1 press, because he was little of stature.

4 And ho ran 1 befora, and climbed up into a syco-
moro tree to seo him : for he was to pass that way.

5 And when Jo'sus came to the place, he looked up,
#and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchm’us, make
haste, and come down; for to day I must abido at
thy house.

.6 And he made haste, and came down, and received
bhim joyfully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying,
18 That ho was gone to be guest with a man thatisa
sinner.

8 And Zacchm'us stood, and said unto the Lord ;
Behotd, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor ;
and if I have 17 taken any thing from any man by false
accusation, I restore !3Asm fourfold.

9 And Jo'sus said unto him, 1% This day is salvation
come to this house, 2° forsomuch a3 he also is a son of
A’braham, .

10 For the Son of man ¥ is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.

Revised Version——!also; 2sot all others at nought ; 3 the rest ot men, extortioners; 4get: $But the

¢ Omit upon; 7say unto; $bumbled; but

ho; "he; °ivas passing ; ¥ Omi! thore was; 1

called by name

Zaccheeus ; and he was a chief publican, and he was ; 3 crowd ; 1¢ on befora ; 13 Omit and saw him ; !¢ Heis gone
in to lodgoe ; 37 wrongfully exacted aught of any man ;I ; 13 Omit him ;19 To-day ; ¥ forasmuch ; ! came.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—The fri>nd of sinners, Luko 18 : 9-14. T.—The friend of sinners, Luke 19:1-10 W —
“He is our peace,” Epb. 2 : 4-18. Th.—"Bo clothed with humility,” 1 Peter 5 :1-7 ¥.~The merciful Saviour,
Matt. 9 : 1-13. S.—A prayer for merey, Pa. 79 : 8-13.  S.~Tho sianer's Saviour, 1 Tim. 1 : 12-17.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tee PrARI-
SBE AND PUBLI-
CAN.—9, 10.
Trusted in them-
selves ; instead of
trustig in God.
H Righteous; good
4 cnough in their own

esimation.  Des-
pised ; Rev. Ver,
“set at nought,”
treated 89 of they
= were of noaccount.
Went up ; to the
temple hill, Mount
Moriah, approach-
cod by a magnificent
flight of steps. In-
to the temploe;
that is, ono of the
temple oourts:
only the prests
might enter tho
templo itwelf. To pray ; probably at one of the regu-
lar hours of prayer, such as the sixth hour, 12 o’clock
(Acts 10 : 9), or tho ninth hour, 3 o'clock, Acts 3:1.
A Pharises. The Pharisces laid special stress on their
separation from others. Publicar - ono of the hated
tax oollectors for the Roman gove.ament.

11, 12. Stood ; the usual Jewish posture in prayer

(sco 1 Sam. 1:26; Mark 11:25). Prayed . . with

JEW'S PRAYING SHAWL

himself ; in reality praising himself, while pretecding
to worship God. God, I thank thee. God is
named by way of compliment, but therc is no thank-
fulness for something reoeived, only boasting for some-
thing achiecved. Not as the reat (Rev. Ver.) ; the
whole Jewish world outside of his sect. BEven . . this
publican. * This is no longer to exalt, but to insuli.”
Fast twice in the weeok ; on Monday and Thursday,
whilo the law of Moses required fasting on only one
day in the year, Lev. 16:29. QGive tithes of all ;
of small gerden produce (eco Matt. 23 :23), as well
as farm crops, to which tho law of Num. 18 - 21 was
limited.

18, 14. Publican . . afar off ; from the Pharisce,
too humblo to pray so near the holy man. Would
not lift up . . his eyes ; dared not be bold or familiar
in speaking to God. Smoto (“'kept smiting"). e
was striking his breast again and again in agony be-
causo of his sin. Be maerciful. His ono great need
is parden. To me. Tbe publican blamed only him-
sclf. A sinner ; literally, *the sinne:,’ as if he wero
tho ono sinner in tho world. (Compare 1 Tim. 1:15.)
Justified ; his sins forgiven, his prayer answered and
himself treated thereafter as righteous beforo God.

IL. JESUS AND ZACCBEUS.—Ch. 19: 1-4. Pass-
ing through Jericho (Rev. Ver.) ; having crossed
tho Jordan from Peres. Jericho was about 17 miles
from Jerusalem and 5 or 8 miles from thc Jordsn.
Zacchous; a Jewish namo meaning “pure” A
chief publican (Rev. Ver.) ; & supervisor of the tax
collectors. Rich; perbaps through dishonesty (sco



The Friend of Sinners

v. 8). Sought to seo Jesus; doubtless with 2
desiro after a better life. Sycomoroe tree ; a tree
with a fig-like fruit. Its short trunk and wide-spread-
ing branches wonld make it easy to climb.

6-10. Zacchesus. Jesus may have heard the name
from the people. To-day . . at thy house. Jesus
had supernatural knowledge of Zacchmus' goodness of
heart and s0 was suro of being kindly reccived. All
murmured ; oven the Twelve, shocked at some-
thing which they thought improper. To lodge (Rev.
Ver.) ; literally, “to loose one’s garments and rest
from a journey.” A sinner; regarded as such
simply because he was a publican. Half of my goods;
not only hslf his income, but half of all his property.
Taken . . by false accusation ; exacted unjustly in
his office a3 a publican. Restore . Tfourfold; all
that Moses' law required of a thief caught and punished
(Ex. 22 : 1) and twenty times as much as was required
jn a case of voluntary restitution, Lev. 6:5; Num.
5:7. Salvation . . to this house. What better
proof could Zacchzus have given that he was saved ?
Son of Abraham ; more like than the faultfinders
to tho great ancestor of the Jews, V. 10 describes
Jesus’ mission.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
On the hill in Jercsa-

%] rEM thero now stands a

=% beautiful building of on

2 }Ei unusual design,—it has

oEB by _cight sides, the outer walls

of XT3 W 3] "being faced with slabs of
o8 | 2¢Q] marbles and beautifully
Ié,: colored tiles. The central

@7‘9,?;; \3 N section of the building is
David ¥ <w | carried up in the form of

%

.o
't

A
4
[c)' of Hinnom

AMeSgve of Omar
3chorch of The Holy Servlchre

a cylinder-shaped tower,
capped with a magnificent
dome. The building is
called the Dome of the
Rock or the Mosque of
Omar. Directly under

the dome there is still to be scen the rock on which,
in Jesus' time, the aitar of burnt offering stood. This
Mobammedan mosque has taken the place of the tem-
ple to which the Pharisee and publican, in our Lord's
parable, went up to pray.

59

LESSON QUESTIONS

9, 10 To whom did Jesvs speak the parable in
tho Lesson? Who, in the parable, went to pray ?
Whitber did they go? Where is the temple called
‘‘an house of prayer for al! peoplo 2" (lIsa. 56 : 7.)

11, 12 What was tho usual Jewish posture in
prayer ? What was the prayer of the Pharisce ?
Whero is it said that ‘ God resisteth the proud 7"
{(James4 :6; 1 Pet. 5:5.)

13, 14 Where did the publican stand? Why ?
How did he show his sorrow for sin ? Why would he
not lift his eyes to heaven ? What was his prayer ?
What was the result of it 2 What does *justified”
mean? How are we justified ? (Rom. 3 : 28.)

Ch. 19 :1-4 Through what city was Jesus pass-
ing? Who wished to sce Him? What wero Zac-
cheeus’ difficulties? How did he overcome them ?

5-10 What proof did Zaccheus give that he was
saved ? Whose son did Jesus say Zacchmus was 7

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Can any one truly call himself righteous ?
2. Is it difficult to come to Jesus ?

A PRAYER

We thank Thee, Lord, that Thou dost inspire us to
thoughts that arc uplifting, to words that are true,
to deeds that sre helpful and loving. We piaise
Thee that thou dost give us strength to do the things
whose possibility Thou dost make known to us. For-
give us when we come short. Give us courage to try
again. And may we prove by our deeds that we are
Thy children. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—That all men are sinners.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 51—60.

The Question on Missions—I11. Tell about the
present state of the church in Honan. About 3,000
Christians have been corolled and are beiug trained in
Christian truth, church officers have been appointed,
and 8 self-supporting congregations established under
Chinese pastors. A Chinese Presbytery bas been
organized, and a Theological College is being cstab-
lished.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praisc. Ps. Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 150, 155, 23 (Ps. Sel), 151
(from PRIMARY QUARTERLY), 168.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Give the prayers of the Pharisee and publican respectively covniviiiiiiiiii it ittt e e

SIGN NAME HERZ............. v

........ TeessissrieavetaTeret et e sty



60

Lesson XII.

The Home Study Quarterly
THE GREAT REFUSAL

June 21, 1914

LESSON SETTING—The events of to-day's Lesson, like those of last day's Lesson, took place dunng our

Lord's journeyings through Peres.

GOLDEN TEXT—Ye cannot serve God and mammon.—Luke 16 : 13.

Memorize vs. 25-27. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 10 : 17-31.

17 And ! when he was gone forth into tho way, there
*came one rupning, and kneeled to him, acd asked
him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit
aternal life ? i .

18 And Je’sus said untc him, Why callest thou me
good ?_ 2 there 35 nono good but one, that is, God.

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not
¢ commit adultery, Do not ¢ kill, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, * Defraud not, Honour thy father
and mother.

20 And be 7 answered and said unto him, Master,
all these 8 have I observed from my youth.

21 % Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said
unto him, One thing thou lackest : go 1¢thy way, sell
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven : and come, ! take up
the cross, and follow me.

22 12 And he wassad at that saying, and went away
grieved : for he 1 had greut possessions.

23 And Je'sus looked round about, and saith unto
his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God !

24 And tho disciples were ! astonished at his words.

Read Matt. 19 : 16-30.

But Je'sus answereth again, and saith unto them,
Children, how hard is it for thom that trust in riches
to onter into the kingdom of God !

25 It i3 easier for a camel to go through ¥ the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God.

26 And they were astonished !®out of measure,
saying among themselves, Who then can be saved ?

27 17 And Je‘sus looking upon them saith, With men
12 18 impossible, but not with God : for 1 with God ali
things are possible.

28 19 Then Pe’ter began to say unto him, Lo, we
have left all, and have followed thee.

29 20 And Je'sus answerod and said, Verily I say
unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or ¥ father, or motber, or wife,
or children, or lands, for my sake, und = the gospel's,

30 But he shall receive ® en hundredfold now in
this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions ;
and in the world to come eternal life.

31 But many that are first shall be last ; and the
last first.

Rovised Version—!as he was going forth ; *ran one to him ; 3 none is good save one, even God ; ¢kill ;
&

3 commit adultery ; ¢ Do not defrau

7 Omut answered and ; $things ; ® And Jesus looking uypon him ; 1° Om

thy way ; 11 Omit take up the cross and ; 1 But his countenance fell at the saying, snd he went away sarrowful ,

U wag one that had ; ¢ amazed ; ! a needle's oye ; '% exceedingly, saying unto him,

Then wbo can be saved ;

1? Omit And ; ! all things are possible with God ; 1? Omit then ; 2 Jesus said ; 2! mother, or father, or children;

2 for the gospel's sake ; S a

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey

London, England.)—M.—The great refusal, Mark 10 : 17-22.
The Commandments, Ex. 20 . 8-17 Th.—Wisdom better than gold, Prov. 16 : 8-16.
8.—Rich in good works, 1 Tim 6 :12-21.

1 Tim. 6 :1-11.  S.—"Which 2" Matt. 6 : 19-24.

T.—The great refusal, Mark 10 -23-31. W.—
F —The danger of riches,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. A GreaT TEST.—17. As he was going forth
(Rev. Ver) ; from the house where He had blessed
the little children, vs. 15, 16. Ran (Rev.
eager and breathless. One;
a*“young man’’ (Matt. 19 :
22) and a8 “ruler” (Luke
18 : 18) either the chief offi-
asl of a synagoguein some
town or a member of the
great Jewish council called
the Sanhedrin. Kneeled ;
as was customary before an
honored teacher. Good
master (iterally * Teach-
er”) ; a title of great court-
csy and respect used quite
sincercly. What shall 1
do. The questioner did
not know that the first
step in pleasing God is not
trying but trusting In-
herit otermal life; the
life of blessedness, regarded
as endless, to which the
Jews looked forward at the Messiah's coming.

18-20. Why . . good ? none . . good save .
God (Rev. Ver.). Jesus' meaning is : "God alone
is good, that is perfect. You call Me good. Are you
willing to call Me God ?”" Tho commandments.
Those named aro from the second table (sco Ex. 32 :

Ver))

CHRIST AND THE RICH YOUNG RULER

15-19 : 3% - 1), which are all included in the grest
command, ** Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,”
Matt. 19:19. Jesus thus tests the young ruler's
carnestness in secking eter-
nal hfe. Al these .. ob-
served from my youth.
He had tried that way, and
vet was not satisfied

21, 22. Jesus looking
upon him (Rev. Ver::
with 8 searching gaze, ser-
ing into s very soul and
discerning the hero he might
become if only he would
pay the price Loved
him ; for the noble and
beautiful character showa
in his reply. One thing
thou lackest; to prove
yourwillingness to do what-
ever might be required.
8ell . . give; and thus
prove that you love God su-
premely and your neighbor
as yourself. Tako up the crosa (live a seli-denying
lifc). and follow me ; giving up al) for Christ's sake
and thus proving himself to be really in carnest about
cterpal life. His countenance fell (Rev. Ver)
The gloom in his heart cast its shadow on his face.
Went away ; beeauso Jesus' demands wore too grest.



The Great Refusal

Grieved ; at not having received what ho sought.

II A GREAT SAYING.—25-37. How hardly,
etc.: an exclamation full of disappointment, and of pity
for the young man. Children ; an affectionate titlo
which softened the sadness and sternness of our Lord’s
wurds. Camel . . through & needle’s eye (Rov.
Ver.) ; an Eastern proverb for something impossible.
Other like proverbs speak of an clephant passing
through the eye of a ncodle and a camel dancing in a
very small grain measure. Astonished exceedingly
(Rev. Ver.). The Jews regarded riches as a sign of
Gud's favor. If the rich are saved with difficulty,
who then, ask the disciples, can be saved ? With men
. . impossible . . possible with God (Rev. Ver.).
Salvation is God's work, and can vever be too hard for
Him.

11I. A GrREaT REWARD.—28-31. Peter ; al-
says foremost of the disciples in speech. Lo, we have
left all ; the Jewish religion, their homes and their
daily work (see Luke 5 :11). For my sake, and the
gospel’s. Tko sacrifices which Jesus values must be
made for His sake and for the f{urthering of His king-
dom. An bhundredfold mnow ; in the gladness of
plessing Jesus, in daily growing stronger and wiser,
in the love of fellow disciples and in the hope of cternal
joy in heaven Flrst . , last; as was the case,
for a time, with Peter, when be denied Jesus (ch. 14 :
66-72) ; and finally with Judas when he betrayed
bis Lord, ch. 14 : 10, 11. Last first ; as when Saul
the persecutor became the greatest apostle.

A BEDOUIN SHEIKH ON A JOURNEY

A photograph recently taken at the village of Both-
phage, on the side of Mount Olivet, near Jerusalem,
shows how men of importance in Palestine go on a
journey. In the picture six or eight horsemen have
made ready for riding out in state. The saddles are
decorated with tasscled fringe, and the horses’ coats
shine with careful grooming. Long, loose robes of
white are worn by the horsemen, but dark-colored
cloaks largely cover them. A voluminous scarf of
white lincn or cotton is laid over each head, and is
held in place by a coil of camels’ hair, arranged like a
bandeau. The fluttering folds of the scarf below the
bandeau keep temples and neck protected from the
burning sun, and frame, in a most picturesque way, the
face of the rider. Each of the riders in the mpicture
carries a long spear, moro for ornament ihan service,
though in olden times such spears did cruel service.
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LESSON QUESTIONS

17 What had Jesus just been doing? Who came
to HHim? What was the young man's age? What
position did he hold ? How did he show his respect
for Jesus ? What form of address did he use? What
question did he ask ? What did he mean by * eternal
life 2" Whero is eternal life srid to be *‘the gift of
God 7" (Rom. 6 :23.)

18-20 What resly did Jesus make ? Explain our
Lord's meaning. What did He bid the young ruler
do? What was the answer given? Where does
Paul say that he had been blameless as to the law 7
(Phil. 3:6.)

21, 23 How did Jesus feel towards the young
ruler ? What did He ask him to do? What is it to
““‘take up the cross ?” Tell about some people who
gave up all their possessions for Christ's work. (Acts
4 :34, 35)

23-37 What did Jesus say to His disciples? What
did they ask ? Give Jesus' answer.

28-81 What did Peter ask ?  Give Jesus' reply.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is it required cf all Jesus’ followers to give up all
their property for His cause ?

2. Is it harder for a rich man than » poor man to
be saved ?

A PRAYER

We pray for a true sense of proportion, our Father.
May we know the things that are worth most, and
roay we earnestly desire Thee. Teach us to seek first
the kingdom of God. May we lay aside every hind-
rance, and press on to the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God. Let it be our chief joy to revel
in the ounly true riches, Thy word, Thy spirit, and
fellowship with_Thee, our king. Amen.

Prove from Scripture—That money brings temp-
tations.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 61—72.

The Question on Missions—12. What are the
needs of our Honan Mission ? It nceds immediate
reinforcements of 11 pastors, 7 doctors, 4 men and 3
women, and 6 single ladies for cvangelistic work. It
needs constantly our intelligent interest, sympathy and
prayer. It needs the abiding presence of the Holy
Spirit.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise. Ps Sel. 68
(Supplemental Lesson), 200, 210, 116 (Ps. Sel.), 235
(from PriMARY QUARTERLY), 205.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did the ruler treat the requircraent of Josus? . ...

2

2 What is Jesus' promise to those who make sacrifices for Him?.. ..... . ... oo iiiiiiiiiien..
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Lesson X111, REVIEW—THE SEEKING SAVIOUR June 28, 1614
TO MAXKE READY FOR TEE BREVIEW—Rcad over each Lesson oarefully, and see that you know by
heart the Lesson Tltle, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, as given below. Revise your Supplemental Bible Work,
Soripture M v Passages, Shorter Catechism (Queations 73-81), and the Question on Misaions for the Quarter.
GOLDEN TEX'T-—The Son of man came to seck and to save that which was lost.—Luke 19 : 10 (Rev. Ver.),
Read Hebrews 4 :14 to 5:10.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailoy, Hon. Secrotary, 56 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Lessons by the way, Luke 13: 18-35. T.—The cost of discipleship, Luke 14: 25-35. W.
—The lost sheep and the lost coin, Luke 15: 1-10. Th.—The prodigal son, Luke 15: 11-32. F.—Tho rich man and
Lazarus, Luke 16 : 18-31. S.—The coming of tho kingdom, Luke 17 : £3-37. 8.—The friend of sinners, Luke
19 : 1-10. Proveo from Scaipture—That Jesus was tempted.

A PRAYER

Increase our joy as we read the word which Thou hast prepared for our instruction.  Bring to our remembrance
the messages we have learned, 80 that in times of need they will be our strength. Teachustolove Thy law. Make
it our meditation. And in the meditation may we be transformed into this image, and our homes become abiding
places of God. Awmen.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Ps. Sel. 68 (Supplemental Lesson), 122, 129, 69 (Ps. Sel.), 549 (from
Primary Quarterly), 148,

Review CHART—SECOND QUARTER

s?;‘»f?p‘ifccc’.’é’s‘ﬂié Lesson Time GoupeN TEXT LEssoN Passacx

I.—Luko 14 : 7-24. Christ's Table Talk. Every ona that exnltcth 1. Choosing the lowest conts 2.
himself.—Luke 14 : Inviting lowly guests. 3.

. ‘The great supper.
II.—Luke 24 : 13-35. The Journey to Emmauslt is Christ Jesus that died.|1. The strange companion. 2
(Easter Lesson). —Rom. 8: 34. The wonderful teacher. 3

The risen Saviour,

III.—Luke 14 : 25-35. |The Cost of Discipleship. [Whosoever would save.~|1. The true disciple. 2. The
Matt. 16 : 25. rash builder. 3. The rash
king. 4. The sm'orle&s salt.
1V.—Luke 15: 1-10. {The Lost Shecp and theThere is joy.~Luke 15 : 10./1. Tbe Iost sheep. 2. The lost

V.—Luke 15: 11-24.  |The Prod:ﬁsSon (Temper-I will arise.~-Luke 15 : 18. |1. Thc dcmand 2. The destins-
tion. 3. The resolve. 4.

ance
The reception.
VI.—Luke 16 : 1-13. The Unjust Steward. Heo t}:&xt }1(1) faithful.—Luke]1. Tge perable. 2. The spplica-
: . on.
VIL.—Luke 16 : 19-31. |The Rich Man and Lazarus. Who;o stogpctl;shis cars.—{1. On carth. 2. In Hades.
rov.

VIII.—Luke 17 : 1-10. |Unprofitable Servants. He that glonetb —1 Cor.J1. The millstone. 2. The sin.
ning brother. 3. The syca-
mine tree. 4. The unprofit-
able servants.

IX.—Luke 17 : 11-19. |The Grateful Samaritan. [Were there none found.—{1. Help \mplorcd 2. Healing
Luko 17 : 18. bestowed. 3. Thanka ren-

ered.
X.~~Luke 17 : 20-37. The Coming of the King-Lo, the kingdom of God.~—{1. The unseen kingdom. 2. The
dom. - Luke 17 : 21. Sonof man. 3. Calltosafe-
The final scparauon
XI -—Luke 18 : 9-14 ;The Friend of Sinners. I came not to call.—Mark]|1. Thc Phansec and publican.
2:17, Jesus and Zacchxous.
XII. —Mark 10: 17-31. [The Great Refusal. Ye cannot serve.—Luke 16:{1. A_gmat test. 2. A great ssy-
13. ing. 3. A great reward.

A Review by Golden Texts

Recall the Golden Text of each Lesson and answer the following questions :
Lesson —XHow did Jesus, in tho Lesson, teach humility ?
Yesson II,—To whom, in the Lesson, did the risen Saviour sppesr ?
Lesson 1I1I.—What was the purposs of the two illustrations in the Lesson ?
Tesson IV.—Tell the two parables in the Lesson.
Lesson  V.—How did tho father in the Losson reccive the prodigal 7
Lesson  VI.—For what was the steward in the Lesson praised ?
Lesson  VII.—How did Dives and Lazarus respoctively fare after death ?
Lesson VIII.—Why can we claim no reward frora God as our right ?
Lesson IX.—How was tho Samaritan leper saved ?
Lesson X.—How sudden will Christ’s sccond coming be ?
Leeson XI1.—Whst two illustrations of the Golden Text aro in the Lesson ?
Leseon XII.—What was “the great refusal” desoribed in tho Losson ?
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

' his leaf, with Record of Study, Offerings, and Attendanco, on the othor side, may, if 8u desired, be detzohed
and E:ndcd to the Home Depsartment Visitor or Superintendent by members of the HomMs DEpARTMBENT.]

Lesson I. What does the parable of the Great Supper teach about the gospel offer ?

Lesson II. How did Jesus reveal Himself to the disciples going to Emmaus ?

Lesson III.  Why is it 8o important to count the cost of following Jesus ?

Lesson IV. How is the saving of even one sinner regarded in heaven ?

Lesson V. What do we learn from the prodigal as to what repentance is ?

Lesson VI. What is the best use to make of money ?

Lesson VII. What was the sin of Dives and how was it punighed ?

Lesson VIII. What did Jesus teach about forgiveness?

Lesson IX. Mention some of our reasons for gratitude to God.

Lesson X. Show that Christ’s second coming will be unexpected.

Lesson XI. What does the parable of the Pharisee and Publican teach about prayer ?

Lesson XII. Why is it hard for the rich to be saved ?
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SCHOLARS’ REGISTER

APRIL-JUNE, 1914
{This Record, with questions for Written Answers on the other side of the page, may be detached for
Quarterly Report by members of the Hoxe DEPARTMENT.)

e ——— - - S e g e

Name... .............. ... ... Address................... ... Class. . ...
> A } .
g § { “E‘g[ .S ! o,
Date o, 8 I' § g% 3 Log .
S E @2 58 PREACHER i Texr
1914 Sid1 8 oeg 3 58 !
w8 g 5_5'2! ,g 23
RS 5...3|- < O«
!
|

g
&
»
bl

E
«
w0
S I

B
&
5

May17..........0 | |

June 21......... ;

June 28..... ... i :

ST. ANDREW’'S COLLEGE
TORONTO, ONT.
A RESIDENTIAL and DAY SCHOOL for Boys.

Preparation for the Universities, Business and Royal
Mifitary College. UPPER and LOWER SCHOOQLS,

Calendar seat on Application, Summer Term commences April 2ist, 1914

REYV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D. " 1" Headmaster




