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Sunward

A street sign was swinging in the wind.
When a gust turned its letters towards the
western sun, they shone like brightened gold,
but as the sign fell back again, the letters
showed dull and sombre.

To one onlooker, at least, the letters of the
sign, one moment shining in the sun’s level
rays, the next, dimly seen in the shadow,
carried home their lesson. They pointed to
the secret of a life whose brightness falls in
blessing upon others. That secret is ours,
when we turn our faces to that blessed One
who is named the Sun of Righteousness.

) ™
Book Talks

1. “SgsAME AND Liuies ”
By Esther Miller

The long winter evenings, with their three-
fold charm, the fire, the light and something
to read, are on us, and with our Library Cata-
logue open before us, we ask ourselves,
* Which book shall we choose 2"’ We run
our eyes along the bookshelves, and soon find
an answer. Here is just what we want, that
bright-covered book on the lower shelf, bear-
ing the charming title, Sesame and Lilies, and
showing by signs of wear that it is a general
favorite.

Down it comes. When we see the name of
the author, John Ruskin, the great English
painter and writer, we feel sure we are to have
a treat. What is Sesame and Lilies about ?
For the title is a bit puzzling. Well, it is
about many things we shall be glad to know
of. For instance, there is a great deal about
“how to get on in life”, that will stand any
boy or young man of ambition in good stead.
There is something, too, about “ getting into
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good society”, and how to accomplish it.
This society, Ruskin tells us, is quietly
awaiting us upon those same bookshelves,—
kings and queens, heroes and statesmen; and
all we have to do is to call and be entertained.

Sesame and Lilies is made up of two parts.
The first, Kings’ Treasuries, is addressed par-
ticularly to young men ; the second, Queens’
Gardens, to young women. 1ts chief purpose
is tolead its readers into the  treasuries ”’ and
“ gardens ”’ which are made up of good books.
Enchanting glimpses are given into Shakes-
peare, Dante, Milton, Wordsworth, Scott,
Tennyson and many more, glimpses that
lure the reader on to a closer acquaintance.

But the charming little book tells us some-
thing more than what it is best to read, that
is, how to read it. We are all born, Ruskin
tells us, with a right to be kings and queens,
but if we live in an unkingly or unqueenly
way, we cannot enter into these ‘ kings’
treasuries ” or ‘ queens’ gardens’”. TFor it
is the noble-minded alone who can appre-
ciate what the noble minds of the past have
stored up in their writings.

How to be kingly and queenly, then, is the
message of the little book, and being kings and
queens, as is our right, how best to enjoy the
*‘ treasuries " and ‘‘ gardens *’ that lie waiting
for us on the bookshelves.

Orillia, Ont.
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Organizing an Adult Bible Ciass : How To
Go About It
By Rev. J. C. Robertson, B.D.
General Secretary for Sabbath Schools

In the Organized Bible Class practically all
the work of the class, except the toaching of
the lesson, is undertaken by members of the
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Class themselves. The Class is theirs. The
responsibility for its success is theirs, not the
teacher’s.

Such a class may be at once established in
any School by organizing some existing class
or glasses, or it may be made up entirely from
those who are at present outside of the School,
or it may have a beginning in & few from
existing classes who will plan to add to their
numbers from outside. There may be several
Organized Classes in the same School, fol-
lowing one or other of these methods of
securing their membership.

When it has been decided to organize an
Adult Bible Class, as many as possible of the
prospective members should be got together
at the most convenient time and place. It
will usually be better to hold this first meeting
on a week-night, in order to secure the neces-
sary time and freedom for full discussion of
the plans that may be proposed. It may be
a good thing for the first part of this meeting
to take the form of a social gathering. This
will give an opportunity for the members to
get well acquainted with one another.

The standard of organization adopted by
the International Sunday School Association
will prove helpful in preparing a Constitution:

“The Class should be definitely connected
with some Sunday School.

“The Class should have the following
officers : Teacher, President, Vice-President,
Secretary and Treasurer. It shall also have
at least three Standing Committees, as fol-
lows : Membership, Devotional, and Social.

“The Cldss shall consist of members who
are sixteen years of age or over.”

The *Order of Business ” for the organi-
zation meeting will therefore be somewhat
as follows :

1. Approval of the proposal to form an
Organized Bible Class.

2. Adoption of a Constitution (such as out-
lined above, or any modified form of this, as
may be decided).

3. Election of Officers.

4. Selection of a course of study, and time
and place of meeting. (Generally the regular
Sunday School Lessous will be chosen, and the
Class will meet in connection with the Sunday
School.y

5. Consideration of plans for definite work,

‘and appointment of Committees, or Class
Groups, to carry out the plans agreed upon.

It will be well not to attempt too much at
this first meeting ; but provision should be
made by which the members of the Class
shall take full responsibility - for looking up
absent members, and also for increasing the
membership. Business meetings can then
be arranged for at stated periods, generally
once a month, at which additional plans and
work may be considered for the promotion in
any practicable way of the interests of the
Class, the Sabbath School, and the church.

Toronto
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Bible Strong Men
1. JosHuA
By Rev. William Forbes, B.A.

Moses’ successor, Joshua, was one of the
strong, true men of the Bible. His strength
was manifest in two directions,—in character
ond in service, in what he was, and in what
he did. Seven powerful tribes, with their
thirty-one chiefs must be conquered, the Land
of Promise divided among the tribes of Israel,
and the surrounding kingdoms subdued.
This was the work that God assigned Joshua;
and he accomplished it.

Let us try to learn the secret of his twofold
strength. It was not the product of a day,
but the outcome of life’s work. When we
meet him first, he is at_the head of Israel’s
forces which conquered Amalek, only about
two months after they had left Egypt. But
it is when we meet him again, that we learn
the secret of his power : he was in the Mount
with Moses and with God. He next appears
as the young man, who “ departed not out
of the tabernacle”. Moses, that magnificent
man of God, was his companion and chief, and
by his aid Joshua learned to commune with
God in nature’s retreats and in the sanctuary

In this fellowship, he did viliant service.
Nor did he ever grow so strong as to feel
independent of God ; for, after forty years’
training, when, as Moses’ successor, he
entered onhis life’s great work, of taking pos-
session of the land of Canaan, he took God’s
law as his chart, and God’s will as his stan-
dard. By these he was inspired with faith
and courage, so that nothing daunted him :
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he knew that nothing was too hard for God.

In six short years he conquered all the land.
Buthe would be the first to say, * Yet not 17,
for all hig victories were plainly God’s vie-
tories through him. And when his life was
nearing its close, and he said his farewell to
the hosts of Israel, he had no word of regret
that he had early chosen God’s service, hard,
in some respects, though it had been. On the
contrary, he appealed to the people to make
the same choice, and sealed that appeal with
a renewed personal consecration: ‘“As for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord .

Joshua’s way will make any life strong and
noble. Be true to the associations of a godly
home, of the sanctuary, of the Sabbath
School, of all true earthly friendship; for
these are the gate of heaven. They lead
Godward, and bring us into the higher
spiritual communion with the unseen Friend
of sinners. Then, through the channels of
faith, love and obedience, God will work His
perfect work in us and through us, and the
promise so abundantly fulfilled to Joshua, will
be fulfilled to all who take Joshua’s way:
‘ For then thou shalt make thy way pros-
perous, and then thou shalt have good
success”.

Tatamagouche, N.S.
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A Missionary Doctor in Honan
By Percy C. Leslie, M.D,

The missionary doctor is tne only doctor
among three million people, who has been at
college or holds a qualifying degree. Three
million people | Happily, they are not all
sick at one time,and fortunately. all the sick
ones are not williag to come to us ; but they
come, many of them, a hundred miles away.

Firgt comes & man curled up in a wheel-
barrow, the motor car of China; then a
basket load, a patient from the city, carefully
covered with a red cloth to keep the evil
spirits away ; the blind man holding fast to
hisstick, to the other end of which is attached
a man with eyes, leading the blind; here a big
two-wheeled cart, piled up with women and
children, a pilgrimage from afar, all hoping,
hoping, yet having no hope, and without God.
At two o’clock the ‘ Door of Hope ” opens,
the patients who have gathered in the waiting-

room and who have been hearing the gospel
preached for the last hour or two, receive their
tickets, funny little pieces of bambao with
numbers on them. Then, ten by ten, they
enter the dispensary, and the four Chinese
Christian assistants, with the doctor to keep
an eye on all, take them in hand. It is 90°
to 100° in the shade, but there is & man
shivering as though his bones would fall
apart. ‘‘Malaria ’, he says. We try his
temperature. He has a high fever ; we pass
him over to an assistant, who takes a drop of
his blood, puts it under the microscope and
there, among the life-giving corpuscles, are
some unusual ones, full of little black specks
dancing in high glee, the undoubted malarial
parasite doing its deadly work. A few doses
of quinine, and the patient gets the better of
the parasite and is a well man.

But all our patients are not so easily dealt
with, and great care is needed to get at the
seat of their trouble, and there are many
weeks of weary suffering for them, ere they
can leave for home again. But these are our
best patients; they know us after those
weeks, and atre beginning to know something
of the One who is the good Physician. Daily
they are seen with the little Catechism in
their hands, reading away : “ Who is God ?"
“ How many Gods are there ?° ¢ Who is
Jesus 2”7 “What did He do?” “How
does He save us?” Oh,-that there were
more to tell them how He does it, how willing
He is, how ready He is, NOW.

The morning finds us in the operating
room. Come and see us remove this cataract,
—no blood, no ether, nothing to make you
squeamish. The patient is on his back,
blind, a drop of cocaine deadens all pain, in
the little knife goes, and out comes & round
dise. That is the cataract, or the lens of the
eye that has become diseased and turned
opaque, and hence requires removing. The
man who has been blind for years, is made to
see in five minutes. The bandage goes on,
and the stretcher removes the patient to the
ward. He islaid on a brick bed, with a half-
inch-thick mattress under him. Ten days of
it, then up and away. A great privilege it is
to be a doctor in Honan, Would that there
were more of us !

Chang Te Fu, Honan, China



BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST
QUARTER, 1909
[For additional information in regard to certain of
the places, sce Geography Lessons.]

A’-bra-ham. The first ancestor of the
Hebrews.

A-~ne’-as. A man at Lydda bedridden
eight years with palsy, and healed at the
word of Peter.

Al-ex-an’-der. A leading man in Jeru-
salem when Peter and John were tried there
before the Sanhedrin, Acts 4.: 6.

Al-ex—an’—dri-ans. {nhabitants of Alex-
andria, the great commercial city of Egypt.

An-a-ni-as. A member of the early
church, who was visited with divine judg-
ment because of lying and hypocrisy.

An’-nas. The high priest who, with Caia-
phas, tried Peter and John, Acts 4: 6.

A-ra’-bi-ans. Inhabitantsof Arabia, the
most westeily of the three great peninsulas
in southern Asia. .

A’~-sia, A Roman province comprising
western Asia Minor. Ephesus was the capital.

Bar'—na-bas. The surname of Jo’-ses,
a Le'-vite, one of the early converts to Chris-
tianity.

Cai’-a-phas. The Jewish high priest who
took part with Anngs in the trial of Peter
and John, Acts 4 : 6.

Can’-da-ce. Thetitlegivento each mem-
ber of a dynasty of queens ruling in the first
century A.D. over E-thi-o’—pi-a, the region
to the south of Egypt. . .

Cap-pa-do’-ci-a. A province in the in-
terior of Asia Minor.

Ci-lic’-i-a. A Roman province in Asia
Minor. Its capital was Tarsus, the birth-
place of Saul. .

.Cretes. Inhabitants of Crete, an island
in the Mediterranean, now called Candia.

Cy'-prus. An island in the northeastern
part of the Mediterranean Sea.

Cy-re’-ni-ans. Inhabitants of Cyrene, a
Greek colony and city in North Africa. The
country is now known as Tripoli.

Da’-vid. The second king of Israel.

Dor'-cas. The Greek equivalent of Tab’-
i~-tha, a woman of Joppa raised the from
dead at the word of Peter, Acts 9 : 36-42,

E’~gypt. A country in Africa.

E’~lam-ites. A people of ancient Persia.

E-sai’-as. Or Isaiah, the great prophet
of Judah in the 8th century, B.C. .

Gal-i-lm'~ans. The inhabitants of Gal-i~
lee, the most northerly of the three provinces
into which Palestine was divided.

Ga’-za, A Philistine city 23 miles from
the Mediterranean Sea and on the edge of the
Arabian Desert.

‘~saac. The son of Abraham and Sargh.
Ja’-cob. A son of Isaac and Rebekah.
Je-ruw’-sa-lem. The capital of Palestine.

It was destroyed by the Romans about 40
years after the death of Christ.

Bible Dictionary

_Je’-sus, Meaning “ Saviour ”, the name
given to our Lord by direction of an angel.

Jews. The national name of the people
of Israel throughout the world.

John. The disciple whom Jesus loved ;
thecompanion of Peter ; banished to Patmos;
wrote the Fourth Gospel and three Epistles.

Jop’-pa. The sea port of Jerusalem on
the Medi“errancan coast.

Ju-de’-a. The southern province of
Palestine,

/—vite. A descendant of Levi.

Li-ber’~tines. Jews who were ta’«cn pri-
soners to Rome by Pompey, B.C. ., and
who being liberated, returned to Jeruselem.

Lib’~y-a. The name given by the Romans
to the desert west of Lower Egypt and the
strip of coast immediately north of it.

Lyd'-da. A village of Judea near Joppa.

Medes. Inhabitants of Media, a part of
the ancient Persian Empire.

Mes-o-po-ta’-m-ia. A province lying
between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates,
bordering on the west of Media.

Naz’-a-reth. A town in the south of
Galilee, the home of Chrisi’s boyhood and
early manhood.

Pam-phyl’-i-a, Pon’-tus, Phryg’-i-a.
Provinces of Asia Minor.

Par’-thi-ans. A Scythian people on the
southwest of the Caspian .

Pen’-te—cost, Meaning *fiftieth ”, the
name of one of the great Jewish feasts, be-
cause it came fifty days after the Passover.

Pe’~ter. The impulsive disciple who
denied his Lord. But at and after Pentecost
he became a fearless preacher, and proved
worthy of his name which means “ a rock ”.

Phil’-ip. One of the seven deacons. He
was also an evangelist and later lived at
Cmsarea, Acts 21 :8. -

Pi’-late. A Roman governor of Judea
from A.L. 26 to A.D. 36.

Sad’-du-cees. A Jewish sect that denied
the immortality of the soul and hence also
the resurrection,

Sa-mar’~i-a. The central province of
Pslestine.  Its capital of the same name was
knowo as Sebaste in the time of our Lord.

Sapph-i’~ra. The wife of Ananias (see).

Sar’~on. Or Sharon, a plain extending
from Joppa to Mount Carmel along the
Mediterranean coast.

Saul. A zealous persecutor.of the early
church ; but converted, her great champion

Si’-mon Ma’-gus. Simon the magician.
He joined the church at Samaria, but soon
showed his true character, Acts 8 : &21.

Sol’-o-mon's Porch. A splendid. colon-
nade, said to have been built by Solomon, on
the cust side of the temple area.

Ste’-phen. One of the seven ‘‘ deacons ”
and the first Christian martyr.

The-oph’—i-lus,  Probably a Roman
official of high rank,




Order of Service

*AN ORDER OF SERVICE : First Quarter

Opening Exercises
I. SrLeENcE.

II. Reepear 1N ConceErr. Holiness be-
cometh Thine house, O Lord, for ever, Ps.
93 : 5.

I11. Singing. Hymn 107, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this Hymn from the
Supplemental Lassons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)

IV. Repear IN CoNcerr the Lord’s
Prayer.

V. Reap 1~y Concerr. The Seecian
ScrIPTURE REaDING in THE TEACHERS
MoNTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.

VI. Singing. Psalm or Hymn selected.

VII. BiBLe Work. From the Supplemen-
tal Lessons.

VIII. SiNGING.
Praise Jehovah, all ye nations,
All ye people praise proclaim ;
For his grace and lovingkindness,
O sing praises to his name.

Great to us hath been his mercy,
Ever faithful is his word ;
Through all ages it endureth,
Hallelujah, praise the Lord !
—Ps. Sel. 88, Book of Praise

IX. ReEeapiNng oF LESSON PASSAGE.

X. Smveing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked,
“From the PrRiMARY QUARTERLY ’.)

Class Work

[Iet this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s
or Librarian‘s distribution, or otherwise.}

I. Rovy CaLy, by teacher or Class Secretary.

IL. OrFERING ; which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may collect and count
the money.

III. ReciraTion. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-

chism. 3. The Question on Missions from
the Supplemental Lessons,

IV. Lesson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
I SiNemng.
‘Forward !’ be our watchword,
Steps and voices joined ;
Seek the things before us,
Not a look behind ;
Burns the fiery pillar
At our army’s head ;
Who shall dream of shrinking,
By our Captain led? -
Forward through the desert,
Through the toil and fight ;
Jordan flows before us,
Z.on beams with light.
—Hymn 209, Book of Praise

II. ReviIEW TFrOM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of Verses
Memorized, Catechism, Question on Missions,
Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Heads of Les-
son Plan. (Do not overload the Review : it
should be pointed, brief and bright.)

III. Sineing. Hymn selected.

IV. Responsive SENTENCES. Psalm 119 .
1,23,4,5,8.

Superintendent.  Blessed are the undefiled
in the way, who-walk in the law of the Lord.

School. Blessed are they that keep His
testimonies, and that seek Him with the
whole heart.

Superintendent. They also do no iniquity :
they walk in His ways.

School. Thou hast commanded us to keep
Thy precepts diligently.

Superintendent. O tha my ways were
directed to keep Thy statutes.

All.  (The School rising and repeating in
unison.) I will keep Thy statutes: O for-
sake me not utterly.

V. PRAYER.

VI. Sineine. Hymn 618, Book of Praise.

VII. BenepICTION OR CLOSING PRAYER.

* Copies of the above ORDER OF SEKVICE on separate sheet may be had at soc. a hundred.



6 The Ascension of Our Lord .

Lesson I.

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

January 3, 1909

A Poreword—The six months’ Lessons from John's Gospel which ended last June, closed with the appear-
ance of the risen Jesus at the Sea of Galilee, Jobn 21: 12-23. For the whole of 1909, the Lessons will be
from the Acts of the Apostles. The four Gospels give the story of Jesus’ life upon earth, His death on the
cross, His resurrection and ascension. Before His ascension He commissioned His disciples to preach the
gospel throughout the whole world, Matt. 28 : 19 ; Mark 16 : 15; Luke 24 : 47. The Book of Acts tells how

this commission was carried out.

GOLDEN TEXT-It came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven,—Luke 24: sI.

*Memorize vs. 8, 9.

1 The former treatise 'have I made, O Theo-
philus, 3 of all that Jesus began both to do and ® teach,

2 Until the day in which he ¢ was taken up, after
that he $through the Holy Ghost had given com-
mandments uato the apostles whom he had chosen :

3 To whom %alsv he shewed himself alive after
his passion by 7 many infallible proofs, 8 heing seen
of S\cm forty days, and speaking of the things
2 pertaining to the kingdom of God:

4 And, being assembled together with them,
? commanded+ them that they should not depart
from Jeru’salem, but 3 wait for the promise of the
Father, which, 19 saith he, ye have heard of me.

5 For John 1 truly hxmuzed with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence.

6 2When they thercfore were come together,
they asked of him, saying, Lord, 13 wilt inou at this
time restore 4 again the kingdom to Israel ?

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 1 : 1-11.

Study Acts 1: 1-14.

7 And he gaid unto them, It is not for you to
o kaow the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath_'put in_his own_power.

8 But ye shall receive power, 17after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
13 witnesses unto me both in Jeru’salem, and in all
Judw’a, and 19in Samar‘is, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth,

9 And when he had 2 spoken these things, 2 while
they beheld, he was taken up ; and a eloud received
him out of their sight.

10 And while t.he’i\vx 2Jooked stedfastly toward
heaven as he went 2up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel ; i

11 Which also =aid, Ye men of Gal‘ilee, why stand
yve 24gazing up into heaven ? this »same Je'sus,
which 4ig taken np from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye %have seen him go
into heaven.

on--! Omit have; 2 concerning; 3 to; 4 was recgived up ; Shad given commandment through
the }%)?y(s}eh‘«l)szeﬁe lz:lso; 7many Xmofs; 8 appearing unto them by the space of forty days; ° he charged them

not to depart; 19said he, ye hear

ther, asked nit 1
gzsemy witniesses both, ete.; 1 Omi in ; 2 saic

from me; ! indeed baptized; 2 Ti‘\:ay t,he_regprel. when the,vI wq:e cgmcl to~
im; 3 4 Omil in; 13 know times or seasong; !¢ set within his own authority; 17 when:
e . 2Bl 1; 2 as they were lookix;g; 22 were looking stedfastly into ; 28 Oraut

up; 2 looking into; 2 Omat same; ¥ beheld him going.

Dauy Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—~The ascending Iord, Acts 1: 1-14. T —Parting bless-
ing, Luke 24: 36-53. ~ W.—The last command, Mk. 18 : 14-20. Th.—Victorious! Eph. 4: 1-10. F.—New
Year's song, Ps. 96. S.—Head over all, Eph, 1: 15-23. 8. —Highly exalted, Phil. 2 : 1-11.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tee Lorp’s PRoOMISE.

do and teach. TUnto the

—1, The former treatise;
story or narrative, The author
of the Acts wasLuke,a physician
and a close friend of Paul, Col.
4:14. * Former " points back
to Luke’s Gospel. © Theo-
philus. Both Luke’s Gospel
(see Luke 1: 3) and the Acts
were addressed to this man,
probably a Roman officer. All
that Jesus began. In the
Gospels we see Jesus beginning
His work upon earth. In the
Acts, He is still working in the
world through His Spirit in His
church. To do and teach ;
the two ways in which Jesus
showed God to men. His life
and acts spoke, as well as His
words.

2. Until..taken up; to
heaven. (Compare Luke 24:
50, 51.) Through the Holy
Ghost ; in the power and wis-
dom of the Holy Spirit, Luke 4: 1; John 3: 34.
Given commandments ; as to what they were to

apostles; literally *‘sent ones”,
** missionaries”’.

8-6. Shewed himself alive;
eleven times in all. After his
passion ; His aufferings and
death on the cross. By many
proofs (Rev. Ver.); such as
walking (Luke 24 : 15), talking
(v. 32, eating (v. 43) with them,
and permitting them to touch
Him, John 20: 27. FPorty
days ; the period between our
Lord’s resurrection and ascen-
sion. Speaking ..concerning
the kingdom of God (Rev.
Ver.); the kingdom made up of
those who repent of their sins
and believe in Jesus as a per-
sonal living Saviour. Not to
depart . . but wait ; because,
without the Holy Spirit it was
useless to begin their work. Be-
sides, when they were aftorwards
scattered abroad, it would thus
be seen that their message and power were from the
same Source. The promise ot the Father; the

*The Scripture Memory Passages of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended as o substitute for those

here given Sabbath by Sabbath.

heir recitation leads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certsficatelor Diploma.
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gift"of the Holy;8pirit, Luke 24 : 49 ; John 15; 26.
John (the Baptist) . . baptized with water. Seo
Matt. 3: 1-6. Baptized with the Holy Ghost ;
who can purify the heart, and actually give the new
life in all its fulness and power.

II. Tae Lorp's CommissIoN.—6-8. Werecome
together ; Jesus’ final interview with His disciples.
At this time restore the kingdom to Israel? (Rev.
Ver.). The disciples thought that Jesus would immed-
iately establish the great earthly kingdom for which
the Jews were looking, Not for you to know . .ye
shall receive power ; a far greater gift than the
profitless knowledge they coveted. (Compare Luke
21:15; 24:49.) Holy Ghost is come upon you;
as He had come upon Jesus Himself, at His baptism,
fitting Him for His work, Luke 3 : 21,22. My wit-
nesses (Rev. Ver.); who could tell others about Him
with the authority of personal knowledge. Jerusa-
lem .. unto the uttermost part. From the holy
city as a centre, the gospel was to be spread through-
out the whole world.

I11. THE Lorp’s DEPARTURE.—9-11. While
they beheld ; their eyes still resting upon His fea-
tures, His wordsstill ringing in theirears. A cloud
received him ; the Shechinah, the sign in the Old
Testament of God’s presence, 1 Kgs. 8:10; Isa. 6
1-4. Looked stedfastly toward heaven ; with
their hearts as well as their eyes. Two men, etc.;
angels in human form. Ye men of Galilee. All
the apostles now were Gelileans. Judas (see Matt.
27 : 3-5) had been the only native of Judea. Why..
gazing up into heaven ? Instead of setting about
their work for Jesus. This game Jesus; their
human Friend and divine Saviour. So come in like
manner ; visibly and in the air.

The apostles’ returned

Lo unde’

reached by three paths, the central one leading
straight up the ascen., while those to the north and
svuth make a dRtour to lesson the steepness, The
paths all join together near the bridge over the Kidron
cloge to the Garden of Gethsemane, and go to St.
Stephen's Gate, immediately north of the temple site.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Of what does the Book of Acts tell ? ,

1, 2 Who was the author of the Acts? What
other book was written by him ? Who was Theo-
philus ? Of what had Luke told ia his former book ?
Through whom is Jesus still working in the world ?
Where is the church called the body of Christ?
(Eph. 1: 22, 23.)

8-5 What proofs did Jesus give that He had really
risen ¢ How long was He on earth after His resur-
rection ? Whero did He bid His apostles wait ?
For what ? What Old Testament prophet had fore-
told an outpouring of the Spirit ? (Joel 2 : 28, 29.)

6-8 What power was promised to the disciples ?
Where were they to be witnesses to Jesus ?

9-11 Describe the ascension of Jesus. In what
manner will He come again ?

Whither did the apostles return ? With whom
did they meet there? How did they spend their time?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Proofs that Christ rose from the dead.
2. The gospel intended for all mankind.

A LESSON FOB LIFE
‘When a great building is to be erected, the architect
draws the plans with the greatest care. The work-
men have but to follow the plans, and each has his
part to do. Jesus has given us His plans for the
building up of His kingdom on earth. This will be

c?z'-iugf y from Bethany, on the the best year of our lives if we set ourselves to follow
Y Q,‘h Mount of Olives (Luke His plans, by striviog to become better members
« 24 : 50), to Jerusalem, to  of that kingdom and to bring others into it.
Q% 24 =2 wait for the comingof the

?,?‘ $% 3 | Holy Spirit, vs. 12-14. Prove from Scripture—That Jesus is in heaven.
B\ Bl o ﬁ:;; THE GEOGRAPHY Shorter Catechism—Ques. 1. What is the chief
e AL 50 LESSON end of man? A. Man’s chicf end is to glorify God,

fx 3 [8f&]| Ouwveror TneMouxr and to enjoy him forever.
EI - % [of ., | oF Oraves is therange of The Question on Missions—(First Quarter, A
‘%- ;3}’5 § /. & = | hills facing Jerusalem on  Docror 1x Hoxax.)—1. Do many sick people come
3 N ¥7 o | the esst, and separated to our missionaries in Honan ? Yes, very many,
V""Zl’e < 7 & | from the city by the Kid-  There are only four hospitals for 8,000,000 of people,
‘»,,.‘ 9 . ron Valley. Onthesummit  many of whom suffer from terrible diseases. A doctor
EALTTS stands to-day the Church  will often treat over 200 patients a day, besides per-

hids of the A ion. Thisis forming several operations.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What commission did Jesus give to His apostles 2.c..vvieerenaininiiiccaiaines Cerreresarnnes .
2. Whence were they to receive power to witness for Him ?.....ciieiiiiiiiiiiiereniiiieaninns

............................... ererisestenaeans

3. In what manner did He depart from them?..
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Lesson II. THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT Jonuary 10, 1909
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Ch. 1 : 15-26 tells of the choosing of Matthias to take the place of Judas
amongst the twelve apostles,

GOLDEN TEXT-—I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you forever ; even the Spirit of truth.—John 14: 16, 17.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 2: 1-11

Memorize vs. 2-4.

1 And when the day of Pen’tecost was !fully
come, they were all 2 with one accord in one place

2 And suddenly there came 3a sound from heaven
ag of 4a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting.

3 And there appeared unto them 5 cloven tongues
like as of fire, and it sat upon each ¢of them.

4 And they were all filled with the Holy? Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.

5 8 Aud thero were dwelling at Jeru’salem Jews,
devout men, %out of every nation under heaven.

6 19 Now when this was noised abroad, the mul-
titude came together, and were confounded, because

Study Acts 2: 1.21.

thut every man heard them Mgspeak in his own
language.

7 And they were all amazed and marvellad,
saying 2one to another, Behold, are not all these
which speak Galilweans ? K

8 And how hear we every man in ourown B tongue,
wherein we were born ? .

9 Par’thiang, and Medes, and E‘lamites, and the
dwellers in Megopota’mia, M and in Jude’a, and
Cappado’cia, in Pon‘tus, and A’sia,

10 B Phryg‘ia, and Pamphyl‘ia, in E’g&/\'\t. and

arts of Lib‘ya ahout Cyre’ne, and ¥ stran-
gers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

11 ¥ Cretes and Ara’bians, we ao hear them
1 ypeak in our tongues the 19 wonderful works of God.

. Revised Version-~-1 now come; 2 together in one place; 3 from heaven a sound; ¢ the rushing of & mighty
wind; $ tongues parting asunder like; ¢ one of them; ? Spirit; 8 Now there; ? from every; 1¢ Aud_when this sound
was heard; U speaking: 120mit one to another; ¥ languuge; ¥ Omit and ; 1¥in; 18 Omit in ; V sojourners from

Rome, hoth Jews; 18 Cretans; 19 mighty.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.~The descent of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2: 1-11,
W..—~The prophecy, Joel 2 : 21-32. Th.—The Holy Spirit promised,
F.—The Holy Spirit & Guide, John 16 : 4-14. S.—Spiritual gifts, 1 Cor, 12: 1-13, 8§,—

desc:nt of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2 ¢ 12-21.
John 14: 15-26.
Spiritual life, Rom. 8: 1-14.

T.—The

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

TRADITIONAL UPPER ROOM: Near Mosque of Omar

I. THE SPiriT-FILLED DiscipLEs.—1. The day
of Pentecost ; literally ** fifticth . This feast was
so named because it was held on the fiftieth day after
the Passover Sabbath. In the Old Testament it is
called ** the feast of weeks ™" (Ex. 34: 22 ; Deut. 16,
10), because a week of weeks came between it and the
Passover ; “ the feast of harvest ** (Ex. 23 : 186, first
clause), as being held at the close of the wheat harvest
in May or June; and * the day of the firstfruits "
(Num. 28 : 26 ; Lev. 23 : 17), because it was marked
by the presentation of two loaves baked from new
wheat. The two sheaves presented to the Lord at
the Passover were also called ** firstfruits ” (Lev. 23 :
10, 11), and marked the beginning of the harvest.
‘Was fuliy come ; so that all the visitors were there.
As many as two and a half millions of Jews from
forcign parts may have been present. They were
all together in one place (Rev. Ver.); tha apostles
and other disciples, probably in the upper room, in
which they had been waiting and praying for the
fulfilment of the Lord's promise (ch. 1: 13, 14).

2, 8. Suddenly..a sound from heaven; a
supernatural happening. As of a rushing mighty
wind ; literally, ** of a mighty wind borne along .
The sound resembled that of wind, but it was not
produced by wind. Tongues parting asurder,
like as of fire (Rev. Ver.). There was no actual fire,
as there was no actual wind ; the tongues resembled
flames, It (that is, one * tongue '’) st upon each
of them ; not only upon the twelve apostles, but
upon every one in the company.The new power was
meant not for one privileged class alone, but for
every follower of Christ.

4. * This verse describes a mighty miracle.” All ;
apostles and disciples, men and women. Filled with
the Holy Spirit (Rev. Ver.); the real wonder of
Pentecost, ‘* the promise of the Father ?” (seech. 1: 4,
Lesson 1.). To be * filled with the Holy Spirit »* is
to receive the fulness of His powers and gifts, Began
to speak with other tongues ; languages they
had not known before (see Mark 16 : 17). As the
Spirit gave them utterance, It was theSpirit who
determined which of the many different languages
each disciple should speak.

II. Tae AstoNisHED MuLTITUDES,—5, 6.
Dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men ; God-
fearing men (see Luke 2: 25 ; Acts 8:2), Out of
every nation. Besides the visitors (see on v. 1),
there were many religious Jews from foreign parts
living permanently in Jerusalem. ‘This sound was
heard (Rev. Ver.); the sound of v. 2. Multitude
came together ; eager to know what had happened.
Oonfounded ; confused, perplexed, Every man
heard ., . his own language; a foregleam this, of the
time when the gospel shall be heard in every speech
(see Dan. 7:14; Matt. 28 : 19).

7-11, Al these ; doubtless the twelve apostles,
who were known in Jerusalem as Galileeans(see Matt.
26:69-73). Every maninourown tongue; testi-
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mony not to be gainsaid, to the power just bestowed
upon the disciples, to speak in foreign languages.
Parthiang, and Medes, and Elamites, and the
dwellers in Mesgopotamia ; Jews from the far
East, Judsea .. Cappadoocia, . Poatus, , Asfa (the
Roman Province on the west coast of Asia Minor),
Phrygia, . Pamphylia ; from Palestine and Asia
Minor, In EgyDt, and,, Libya about Oyrene ;
from Northern Africa. Sojourners from Rome ;
Romans dwelling for the time in Jerusalem. Prose-
1ytes ; Gentiles who had accepted the Jewish faith
in whole or in part, Cretes ; natives of Crete, now
Candia, a large island in the Mediterranean Sea.
Arabia ; where large numbers of Jews were settled.
The multitudes included representatives from prac-
tically every country in the then known world.
The wonderful works of God ; wrought by Him
through Christ for the salvation of men.

The multitudes were greatly amazed at what they
aaw and heard. Some, however, explained the new
powers of the disciples bv saying that they were full
of new wine. Peter denies the accusation, declaring
that it was the fulfilment of an ancient prophecy of
the outpouring of the Spirit.

THE GEOGBAPHY LESSON

The Jews who did not live in Palestine, but were
scattered amongst other nations, were called Tur
DispersioN (see John 7: 35, Rev. Ver.). A list is
given in vs. 9-11 of the Lesson, of the countries in
which these exiled Jews were living, They were
bound to the mother city of Jerusalem by two links :
(1) The annual payment of the temple tax of a half-
shekel. It was this sacred coin which foreign Jews
were obliged to get from the money changers in ex-
change for the money ordinarily used by them (see
Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15; John 2:14). (2)
The pilgrimage made to Jerusalem by immense
numbers of foreign Jews at the three annual festivais,
—Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles,

LESSON QUESTIONS

Who was chosen to take the place of Judas
amongst the twelve apostles ?

1.3 What does ** Pentecost ¥ mean ? Why was
this feast so named ? Where were the disciples
when this day of Pentecost came ? What sound
came amongst them ? What sa$ upon each of them ?
Where i3 wind used as a symbol of God’s presence ?
(28am. 5:24; Ps. 104 :3) Whereis fire so used ?
(Ex.3:2; Zech. 2:5,)

4 What was the real wonder of Pentecost ? What
is it to be filled with the Holy Spirit ? What did He
enable the disciples to do ? Where had it been said
that they should speak with “new tongues " ?

6-11 Why were there such multitudes in Jerusalem
at this time ? What did these do when they heard
the “ sound ”” of v. 2?7 At what were thoy amazed ?

How did some explain the digciples’ speaking new
languages ? Who denied this? How did he ex-
plain the wonder ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The * gift of tongues” ; why it was then be-
stowed ; why not & permanent gift,

2. The use of miracles in leading to belief in the
gospel.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

It was a wonderful power that was given to the
disciples at Pentecost, of speaking in new languages
to the multitudes in Jerusalem. But we may do
practically the same thing. The Bible, with its mes-
sage of salvation, is now translated into more than
five hundred languages, and copies may be had for a
few cents each. Wo may all take part in sending the
gospel in their own speech to heathen people in lands
of which the apostles had never heard.

Prove from Scripture—7That the Holy Spirit s
our Teacher.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 2. What rule hath
Ged given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
him? A. The word of God, which is contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
is the only rule to direct us how we may, glonfy
and enjoy him.

The Question on Misgions—2. How do Chmese
doctors treat the sick ? Their treatment .is v._)ften~
cruel as well as useless. They stick needles into afl
parts of the body to let out the disease, and nge largo
doses of such medicines as dried snakes, scorpions,
lizards, tigers’ bones and other lorrible things.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. By what signs was the descent of the Holy Spirit preceded 2....covvieviieiiintieniivine vans
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Lesson III.

The Beginnings of the Christian Church
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN January 17, 1308

CHURCH
BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows immediately upon that of last Subbath,

GOLDEN TEXT-ThLey continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.—Acts 2: 42.

Memorize vs. 32, 33.

32 Thig Jessus } hath God raised up, whereof we
all are witnesses,

33 2Therefore heing by, the nght hand of God
exxlted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 3shed forth
this which ye 4 now sec and hear.

34 For Da‘vid i3 not ascended into the heavens :
but he saith himself, The Lond said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on iny right hand,

35 ¢ Until I make thy foes thy footstoal,

36 7 Thercfore let all the house of Is‘racl know
assuredly, that God hath made Sthat sawme Je'sus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 New when they heard this, they wete pricked
in their heart, and said unto Pe’ter and ? to the rest
of the apostles, 19 Men and hrethren, what shall we do?

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 2 : 32-42.

Study Acts 2 : 2247,

38 1 Then Pe’ter said unto them, Repeat, 2and'
be baptized every one of you in the name of Je’sus.
Chinist Bfor the remission of Ysins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For ¥the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall eall.te

40 And with many ather worde 7 did he tetify
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 1 un-
toward generation,

41 19 Theu they that Pgladly received his wurd
waore baptized : and 2 the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls

42 And they continued stedfastly us the apostles’
2 doctnine and  fellowship, Zand in breaking of
bread, *¥ and in prayers.

Revised Version—! did God raise up; 2 Being therefore; 3 poured;  Omi¢ now; Sascended not ; 6tilt T
make thine enemies the fuotstool of thy feet; ¥ Put therefore ajter Israel; ¥him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom ye crucified; ¥ Qmnit to; 19 Omit Men and; ! Aud Peter; 12 ye; 13 unto; ¥ your; 13 to yvou is the pro-
mise; 16 unto him; 7 he testified, nnd exherted them; ¥ crooked; 19 They then; 2 Omit gladly'; # there were
added unto them in that day; 2 teaching; 3 in the breaking; 2 and the prayers.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Beginning of the Christian church, Acts2: 22-36. T.—

Beginning of the Christian church, Acts 2: 37-47.

W.—David's psalin, Ps. 16. Th.—Christ exalted, Heb. 1.

F.—Repentance and pardon, Isa. 55 : 6-13. S.—Confession and faith, Rom. 10: 1-13. S§,—Christian unity,

Eph. 4: 1-15.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

In) to-day's fLesson, Peter continues his sermon.
First, he points to Jesus as a man proved to have
come from God, by the wonderful works which He
wrought. Then the brave preacher brings home to the
Jews before him their awful crime of crucifying Jesus,
even though in so doing they had been unknowingly
carrying out God's purpose. But Jesus had risen,
thus fulfilling David’s prophecy in Ps. 18:8-10.
(See vs. 22-31.)

1. Tee Carist EXALTED.—82, 83. This Jesus.
David had spoken the words of Ps. 16 : 8-10, not of
himsclf, but of the coming Messiah. "Hath God
raised up. Peter boldly proclaims in the very
city outside whose walls Jesus had been crucified and
buried, that Jesus had been raised from the dead.
He thus challenges denial of the fact. We all are
witnesses ; that is, the twelve apostles, who had
seen Him, and who were now scen to be filled with His
Spirit. By the right hand of God. It was by the
power of God that Jesus was raised up. E<talted.
From Joscph’s tomb, Jesus had gone to tho Father's
throne (see c¢h. 1:9; Heb. 1:3, 4). Having re-
ceived. . the promise of the Holy Spirit. Jesus’
word in John 14 : 16, 17, was now made good. He
hath poured forth this (Rev. Ver.). Inv.17itis
God who **pours forth' the Spirit ; here it is Christ :
20 completely ono are the Father and the Son. Ye
now see. Likely the appearances as of fire (v.3)
still rested on the disciples. Hear; the languages
spoken (v. 4) and what was spoken in those languages.

34-36. ¥or David is not ascended. He went
down to tke grave: “'slept with his fathers™, 1 Igs.
2:10. He saith himself, cte. The Jews admitted
i,hat the Hundred and Tenth Psalin here quoted refer-
red to tho Cbrist or Messiah, Matt. 22: $4-46. Letall
the house (rage) 9 Istael IMOW ; gven thoye who,
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seven weeks before, had shouted, “Crucify Him 1"
(John 19 : 6), many of whom must have been among
Peter’s hearers. That same Jesus, . ye. . crucl-
fled. Like a sharp arrow, Peter leaves the terrible
accusation to rankle in his hearers’ hearts and make
them realize their awful guilt, Lord ; showing the
divine nature and authority. Christ ; tho Anointed
One, the promised Messiah.

II. MuLTITUDES SAVED.—37-41. Pricked in
their hearts; stung with remorse at the sight of
their wickedness. What shall we do 2 To escape
the consequences of our fearful guilt, Repent;
turn from sin to God—a chaug» of heart. Be bap-
tized ; the outward profession of ‘the change. In
the name of Jesus Christ ; recognizing and trust-
ing in Him a3 Lord and Saviour. For the remis-
sion of sins; the forgiveness of sins (sce Matt.
26:28). {(Comparo Luke 24:47; Matt. 28:19;
Acts16: 29-33.) Ye shall receive, . the Holy Ghost.
Comparech.8: 17; 10:47. Peter (in v. 40) assures
his hearers that the promise of pardon and of the
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Holy Spirit is for all (sce Joel 2: 28), and warns
them to save themselves from this untoward (lit~
erally, “‘crooked”) generation ; that is, from the
guilt and doom of those who had so far turned aside
from the right way that they crucified the Holy Son
of God. The result of Peter’s sermon was that three
thousand professed their faith in Jesus by being
baptized.

III. Tee BeLicvers BuiLt Up.—42. Con.
tinued stedfastly ; ~llowing nothing to interfere
with their receiving further training from the apostles.
Doctrine; Rev. Ver., ““teaching”. Fellowship; one
helping the other, as need arose. Breaking of
bread ; the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Pray-
ers ; meetings for prayer held by the disciples.

Those who did not believe were filled with fear ;
many miracles were wrought by the apostles ; the
believers had all things in common ; their religious
services were full of fervor and joy ; and their num-
bers incgeased daily, vs. 43-47.

THE GECGRAPHY LESSON

At the great feasts of the Jews, Passover, Pente-
cost and Tabernacles, Jerusalem was crowded with
visitors. Along with the Jews of Palestine, these
immense numbers of visitors from foreign countries
swelled the throngs that crowded the holy,city. The
people of the city opencd the : guest chambers for the
accommodation of the visitors, but multitudes of them
must have slept in tents or in the open air.  Probably
the valleys and mountains round the city~yere.cover-
ed with tents. The trade of the city was largely in-
creased during these feasts, owing to the requirements
of s0 large a company. At the feast of Pentecost
the people were urged to remember the claims of
the needy (sce Deut, 16: 11, 12). In later times,
especially in the early Christian centuries, Pentecost
came to be regarded as the commemoratlon of the
giving of the law on Mount Sinai, though there

is no authority for this belief in the Old Testa-
ment references to the feast.

LESSON QUESTIONS

82, 33 What did Peter proclaim concerning Jesus?
Who were witnesces to His resurrection 7 By whose
power had He been raised up? Whither had He
gone ? 'What word spoken to His disciples was now
made good ? What signs of the Spirit's presence
could probably be seen on the disciples? What
other sign was there ?

34-36 Show that Ps. 16 : 8-10 was not uttered by
David of himself. To whom did it point ? What
other Psalm is here quoted as referring to Christ ?

87-41 How were Peter's hearers affected by his
words ? What did they ask ? What inward change
did Peter say they needed 2 What was the outward
profession of this change 2 What is it to be baptized
in the name of Jesus? How many persons wore
converted as the result of Peter’s sermon ?

42 Describe the conduct of the new converts.

What further results of the descent of the Spirit
are noted in the Lesson chapter ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Carrying out God's purposes unknowingly.
2. How to be saved.

A LESSON FO2 LIFE

Tho Jews crucified Jesus. That is true, but not the
whole truth. We crucified Jesus. It was our sins,
the sins of all mankind that drove the cruel nails into
His blessed hands and feet. But more than this is
true. God the Father sent Jesus to the cross, and
Jesus went willingly, that we might be saved from
our sins. How we should hate sin, and how, with
all our hearts, wo should love and trust the Saviour!

Prove from S8cripture—That God's Word s
Ppowerful.

Shorter Catechism—Qucs. 3. What do the Scrip-
duree rincipally teach? A, The Scriptures princi-
pslly teach what man is to believe concerning God,
and what duty God requires of man.

The Question on Missions—3. Have the Chin-
ese hospitals of their own ? No, not even for con-
tagious discascs, as smallpox, scarlet fever and the
like. Tho sick and lame and blind arc very often
turned out on the street to beg for a living. The
insanc arc chained at home like wild beasts.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. With what crime did Peter charge the Jews 2.0 ciocivecenneaenianes Sssssissansazsmasssasasases

................................... Tessessersens

3. low did he tell them they might be saved-7. .

..... R R R R R R R R R R PR R Y



12 The Lame Man Healed

Lesson 1V,

THE LAME MAN HEALED

Janvary 24, 19609

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Last Lesson speaks of many miracles (** wonders and signs *) which were
wrought by the apostles (ch. 2:43). This Lesson relates one of these miracles in detail. *

GOLDEN TEXT-—And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and
know.—Acts 3: 16.

Memorize vs. 9, 10.

1 Now Pe’ter and John 1 went “l: together into
;xhc temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth
our.

2 And a certmn man lame from bis muther’s
womb was carried, whom they luid daily at the
3gate of the temple which is called Beantiful, to
ask almg of them_that entered into the temple ;

3 Who seemg Peter and John abuut to go into
the temple asked 4an abng, ) )

4 And Pe‘ter, fastening his eyes upon him with
John, said, Look on us. .

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting tu
receive suracthing 3of them. |

6 8 Then Pe’ter said, Silver and gold have I none ;
but 7such as I have give I thee: In the name of
Je’sus Christ of Naz‘arcth #risc ui) and walk,

7 And he took him by the right hand, and 2 lifted
Aimup : and immediately his feet and 19 ancle bones
received strength.

8 And M he leaping up stoad, and 12 walked, and
entered with them into the temple, walking, and
leaping, and pmising God. X .

9 And all the prople saw him walking and praising

20U 2
10 And they B¥knew that it was he which sat
for alms at the Beautiful M gate of the temple : and

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 3 : 1-16.

Study Acts 3 : 1-26.
they were filled with wonder and amazement at
that which ha«l happened unto him,

11 And ¥as the lame man which was healed
held Pe‘ter and John, all the people ran together
unto them in the porch that i3 called Sol‘omon’,
greatly wondering.

12 And when Pe’ter saw i, he answered unto the
people, Ye men of Is‘mel, why marvel ye at this 62
or why 17look ye so carnestly on us, as though by
our own power or Sholiness we had made 19 thig
man to walk ?

13 The God of A'braham, and of I’saac, and of
Ja’cub, the God of wur fathers, hath glorified hiy
2Son Je’sus ; whom ye delivered up, and denied
him ?in the presence of Pilate, when he # was de-
termined to 3 let him go.

14 But ye denied the % Holy One and the Just,
and desired a murderer to be granted unté you ;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whon: God
Shath raised from the dead ; whercof we are wii-
nesses.

16 And ¥ his name through faith in his name
hath made this man strong, whom ye Fsee and
Inow : yea, the faith which is 2 by him hath given
him thiy perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

Revised Version—! were going up into; 2 that was; 3dour; § to receive; S from; ¢ But Peter; 7 what I have,
that give I thee; 3 Omit r'se p and; ? raised; 19 his ankle-bones; # leapims up, he stood; 12 began to walk; and he;
13 took knowledge of him, that; 1¢ Gate (large G); !* as he held; 18 man; 17 fasten ye your eyes on us; 13 godlineys:
19 him to walk; ™ Servant; 3 before the face of; # had; = release him; 28 Holy and Rightecous One, and asked for;

25 Omit hath ; 2 by faith in his name hath his name made; ¥ hehold; ** through.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The lame man healed, Acts3: 1-11.
W.—The word of power, Lul:e 3: 17-26. Th.—Power to heal, Matt. 10 : 1-15.
S.—Sin and repentance, 1 John 1.

man healed, Acts 3: 12-26.
F.—A vision of joy, Isa. 35.

T.—The lame

8,~—Life by faith, John 3 : 9-21.

1. Tue Cunre.~—1-5.
Peter and John; close
companions before Pente-
cost (John 1S: 16 ; 20 : 3-
10), and to be constamly
together in theearly church
(see Acts S, 14, Gal. 2. 9).
‘Went up ; from the lower
part of the aity to the tem-
ple ll of Monah, Hour

. of prayer . . ninth hour;
three o'clock pan., the
time of the cvening tem-

THE SANHEDRIN

6-8. Gave heed unto
them ; gave attention.
Expecting .. some-
thing ; still thinking of
alms, with the cure just
at hand. Silver and gold
.. none. The apostles
made no private gain from
the common funds (sec ch
2. 43) of the church. 8uch
asX have give I. Peter
was eager to use the
power reccived at Pen-

ple sacrifice.  The third
(9 aamn.), sixth (12 noon), and ninth hours were ob-
served by the Jews us hours of prayer (compare Ps.
55:17; Dan. 6:10), A certaln mman; well
known, both from the place, and from his infirmity :
he had been lame from his birth. At the gate of
the temple, It was u common practice for maimed
beggars to besct at the temple approaches (Jobn 9: 8),
158 still the case in rerard to Mohammedan mosques
in the East, and churches throughout Lurope. Called
Beautiful. Sce Geography Tesson. Asked an
alms; a gift of moncy. Fastening his eyes upon
him ; perbaps to excite in him the expectation of
some greater blessing than the usual alms,  Loolk on
us; the representatives of Jesus. To Him the
man’s attention must be turned, as the Source of
healing from his lifelong . infirmity.

tecost, to bless others.
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth ; by
Hisauthority. It was asif Jesus Himself, the great
Healer (sce Matt. 21: 14), were present again, speaking
through the disciples. Rise up and walk, The
command is o' test of the man’s faith (compare Matt.
12:10-13). FYeet and ancle bones; a doctor's
words : Luke, the writer of the Acts, way » physician.
Received strength ; literally, became firm or solid.
Leaping up, stood .. walked. .'walking, and
leaping. Xame from birth, he did oot know how to
walk ; be began by a jump, then a-walk, and so on.
Praising God ; his heart overflowing with gratitude.

II. TrE CrRowps.—9-11. All the people saw
him (v. 9) .. ran together (v. 11). * Miracles were
the bells by which God drew the peuple together to
hear the sermon concerning Jesus,”” ‘The porch. .
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called Solomon's. See Geography Lesson.

III. THE SerMoN.—12-16, Peter answered ;
the looks and expressions in the crowd. Why mar-
vel., why look .. on us? * Do you see ", sayy
Chrysostom, ** how clear of all ambition he is, and how
he repels the honor paid to himself 2 The God o
Abraham, etc. These words would gain attention
from the Jewish hearers, who prided themselves on
their descent from Abraham, Besides, God’s pro-
mise to Abraham (Gen. 12 : 3) was fulfilled in Christ.
Hath glorified (greatly honored) his Son Jesus;
not by this miracle only, but by the mighty works
done by Him and in His name, and especially by His
resurrection and ascension, Whom ye delivered
up; to Pilate, John 18:28-30, Denied, See
John 19: 4-15. The Holy One and the Just, See
Matt, 27:19,24, Desired a murderer . . killed
the Prince of life.  They preferred the life-taker to
the life-giver.” CGod hath raised.. we are Wit~
nesses. It was impossible for death to hold the
very Source of life. His name, etc. Peter makes
it clear to the crowds, that it was the power of Jesus
that had cured the man.

Having brought home once more to the Jews their
guilt in rejecting and erucifying Jesus, Peter goes on
to show them how they may obizin mercy through
this same Jesus, whom God has sent first to the Jews,
to bring them to repentance. (See vs. 17-26.)

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The temple built by Sol-
omon was burned in B.C.
536 by the Babyloniansun-
der King Nebuchadnezzar,
and wasreplaced by Zerub~

b babel’s temple, B. C. 536

.3 to B.C. 516 (sce E2r. 3: 8;

“-— R P, 6: 13), which was super-
2 H seded by that of Herod the
3 court & Great, commenced about
4 o i B.C. 20. Herod's temple
o (yentiles P was surrounded by a large

enclosure, with a battle-
u Col g mented wall. Several gates
ledintothisenclosure. One
of these on the ecast side,
was called the Golden Gate. This is supposed to be
the same a3 THE BEAUTIFUL GATE mentioned in Acts
3:2. Inside the walls, round the whole area, were
ranged porticoes with double rows of pillars. All

these porticoes wero covered with a roof of wood.
The eastern portico was called SoLomoxn’s Porci,

LESSON QUESTIONS

1-5 Which of the apostles appear in the Lesson ?
Mention other occasions on which they are found to-
gether. Whither do they now go? At what time of
day ? For what purpose ? Whom did they see ?
At what place ? For what purpose was he there ?
What did Peter bid himdo ?  Where did Jesus heal a
blind beggar ? (Marh 10 : 46-52.) And Paul a lame
man ? (Acts 14:8-10.)

6-8 What were Peter and John unable to give the
man? Whatdid they doforhim ? By what power?
How did the man show that he was healed 7 What
evidence of gratitude did he give ? Where does Peter
contrast gospel blessings with silver and gold ? (1
Pet. 1:18, 19.)

9-11 Where did the crowds gather together ?

12-16 With what crime does Peter again charge the
Jews ? Whom had they chosen instead of Jesus ?

_ How had God glorified Jesus ? To whom does Peter

ascribe the cripple’s cure ?
How, does Peter say, muy the murderers of Jesus
find mercey ?
FOR DISCUSSION

1. Things money cannot buy.
2. Merzy from God for the guiltiest.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

** Have ” and * give " are like the two measures of
a balance. Into the first our loving Father is daily
pouring the rich blessings of youth and strength and
opportunity. A grateful heart will make it our delight
to heap up the other measure with gifts of thought
and work and money for Hie service.

Prove from Scripture~ That we should help the
weak. .

Shorter Catechism- Ques. 4. What is God?
A. God is a spirit, infinite. eternal. and unchange-
able in bis being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice.
goodness, and truth,

The Question on Missions —4. Describe a
mission hospital ward, It is 2 room 12 by 18 feet,
with a brick floor, whitewashed walls and paper win-
dows. The bed is a brick platform 2 ft. high and 6 ft.
wide. On this the patients lie close together cross-
wise on thin straw matting, with a brick or a piece of
wood for a pillow, and a quilt for a covering.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What miracle is described in the Lesson 2. . ..
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Lesson V.

The Trial of Peter and John
THE TRIAL OF PETER AND JOHN

January 31, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Petor and John, while thoy were speaking to the people in Solomon’s Porch:
were arrested by the Jewish authorities, and put in prison. But many of those who had heard them, believed.,

and the number of the disciples was increased to five thousand,

(See vs. 1-4.)

GOLDEN TEXT—And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with
boldness.— Acts 4: 31I.

Memorize vs. 11, 12.

5 And it came to pas< on the morraw, that their
rulers, and elders, and scribes,! .

6 And An‘nas the higa priest, 2and Caia’phas,
and John, and Alexan’iut, and as many as were
of the kindred of the high priest, 3 were gathered
together at Jeru’salem.

7 And_when they had sct them in the nudst, they
$avked, By what power, or $hy what name, have
ye done this ? .

8 Then Pe’ter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said
\Ilnlm }.hcm, Ye rulers of the people, and clders ¢ of
s’racl,

9 If we this day 7 be examined of the good deed
done to 3the impotent man, by what means 9he
18 made whole ;

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the
of 1s’rael, that S by the name of Jo’sus Christ ot Naz’-
areth, whom ye crucified, whom God mised from
the dead, even Sby him doth this man stand hero
before vou whole. i

‘11 10°This is the stone which way set at nought
of you I builders, which 1?is become the head of
the corner, ) L.

12 B3 Neither is there salvation in any other:
for therc is nonc other name under heaven ¥ given

ple

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 4: 5-20.

Study Acts 4 : 1-31.

among en, 135 wherebv we must bo saved.

13 Now when they ®saw the boldness of Pe‘ter
and John, and 7 perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marvelled ; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Je‘sus.

14 Aad 18 beholding the inan which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it.

15 But when they had commanded them to go
uslido out of the council, they conferred among them-
selves R

16 Sayiug, What shall we do to” these men ? for
that indeed a notable miracle hath been 19 done
by them is manifest to all ®them that dwell in
Jeru’salem ; and we cannot deny i,

17 But that it spreal no further among the peuple,
let us 2 straitly threaten them, that they speak
henceforth to no man in this name.

18 And they called them, and = commanded
them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Je’sus. .

19 But Péter and John answered and said unto
them, Whether it be right in the sith of God to
hearken unto vou @ more than unto God, judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard.

Revised Version—! were gathered together in Jerusalem; 2 was there; 3 Omit last five words; 4 inquired;
$in; 6 Omt of Isrue! ; 7 are examined concerning a; 8an; 9 this man; 19 He is; ! the; 12 wag made; ¥ And in none

other iy there salvation : for neither is there any other name; " that is

iven' 1 wherein; 10 beheld; 17 had;

1$geeing; 12 wrought through them; 20 Omit them; 2 Omit straitly; 2 charged ; 2 rather than ; % saw and heard.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The trial of Peter and John, Acts 4: 1-12.
W.—Persecution foretold, Luke 21 ¢ 5-15.

trial of Peter and John, Acts 4: 13-31.
3: 8-1S. F.—The only foundation, 1 Cor. 3: 1-11.
ashamed, 2 Tim. 1: 1-12,

THE LESSON

1. PETER’S
TESTIMONY.
—5-7. Onthe
morrow. It
was  evening
when the two
apostles were
arrested and
imprisoned,
v. 3. Rulers,
and elders,
and scribes;
the three
classes mak-
ing up the
Sanhedrin, or
national
Council of the
Jews. ** Rul-
ors ”’ were the priests; “'elders”, the representatives of
the people; “'scribes”, the interpreters and teachers of
thelaw of Moscs. Annas the high priest ; actual-
ly ex-high priest, Calaphas, his son-in-law, being
high pricst at the time (see John 18:13). But the
title was continucd to Arnas, though he hud been
removed from the office by the Roman governor.
Annasismentioned first,because of his great influence;
he may have continued to preside over the Sanbedrin.
John and Alexander. It is not known who these

T.—The
Th.—God's heroes, Dan.
S.—The rejected stone, Matt, 21: 33-44. S.—Not

EXPLAINED

were. Were gathered together..set them
(Peter and John) in the mdst, Sce Geography
Leseon. By what power, or by what name. .
done this? The miracle could not be questioned ;
but they sought to bring home to the apostles a charge
of using magic, which the law of Moses forbade (see
Deut. 13: 1-5),

8-12, Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, This
freed bim froin the fear of man, and endowed him
with wisdom to answer his accusers (see Mark 13 : 11;
Luke 21: 14, 15). Ye rulers of the people, The
Sanhedrin was the highest court of the Jews. Ex-
amined concerning a good deed (Rev. Ver.); a
hard hit for the judges who would make o crime of
such a deed of kindness. This man is made whole
(Rev. Ver.). The man was present to be scen of all.
In v. 10, Peter declares again that the man had been
healed by the name of Jesus Christ, whom the
Jews had crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. This (that is, Jesus) is the stone ; referred
to in Ps. 118:22 (compure Matl. 21:42), Set at
nought ; despiscd as worthless. "0t you the
builders (Rev. Ver.). The Council are fitly so
called, as responsible for the religious.and civil govern-
ment of the nation. Head of the corner; the
corner stone: on it the walls rest. The church is
founded on Christ, Eph. 2 : 20-22, Nelther, . salva-
tion in any other, The real question before the
Council is not, who healed the lame man's ankle-

-
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bones, but, who can save tho souls of men, their own,

as well as others’? If they continue toreject Jesus. }

there is no salvation for them,

II. TrE RuLER’S THREAT.—18-18. The Council,
unable to find anything worthy of punishment in the
apostles, decided to let them go, forbidding them
with threats, to speak any more in the name of Jesus,

III. THE APOSTLER’ ANSWER. — 19, 20,
‘Whether 1t be right, This, and not the word of
the Sanhedrin, was the supreme rule, In the sight
of God ; whose judgment is true and must be fol-
lowed. We cannot but speak . . seenand heard.
Says Augustine, ** It is the way of lovers, to be un-
able to conceal their love, Those who love Jesus.
must tell others of Him.

Peter and John return to the meeting place of the
believers, and report all that has happened to them.
The whole company unite in prayer for courage to go
on witness-bearing, for new manifestations of God’s
power and grace, and for His help in their preaching.
In answer to the prayer, the place where they were
met was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit, and * spake the word of God with boldness”,
terrified, not the least, of their foes. (See vs. 21-31.)

THE GEOGRAPHEY LESSON
Tee HaiL oF Hewn

Cagtie Srons was the chamber on
the southern side of the

= inner court of the temple,

s in which the Sanhedrin, or

great Jewish Council held
its meetings. At its meet-
ings tho ordinary members
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M o ’: sat in a semicircle, in or-
5 court & < der that they mightsee one
4 of | :% o another. The president sat

in the centre, and accused
persons stood facing the
president, Two,or perhaps
three, secretaries kept a
record of the proceedings.
The number of members was 70 or 71, Various
qualifications of members of the Sanhedrin are given
by the Rabbis, One says they must be good scholars,
modest and popular ; another, that they must be
strong and courageous ; and a third, that thoy must
be tall, of imposing appearance, of advanced age, and
acquainted with foreign languages.
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LESSON QUESTIONS

How did the Jewish authorities treat, Poter and
John? To what number were the disciples now
increased ?

6-7 Of what three classes was the Sanhedrin com-
posed 2 Where did they meet ? How were they
seated ? Where did accused persons stand ? What
question wag asked of Peter and John 2 What charge
did the Sanhedrin thus seck to bring against them ?
What Psalm speaks of rulers taking counsel against
the Lord ? (Ps. 2:2)

8-12 How was Peter qualified to answer his judges ?
What promise of Jesus was thus fulfilled ? How does
Peter address the Sanhedrin 2 Where does he teach
submission to rulers? (1 Pet. 2:17.) To whose
power does he ascribe the healing of the lame man ?
What Old Testament passage does he apply to Jesus ?
How had the Jews treated Him ?  Upon whom is the
church founded ? By whom aiono can we be saved ?

13-20 Wnoat did the Sanhedrin forbid the apostles
to do ? What was their reply ?

Whither did Peter and John return when let go ?
What took place there ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Jesus, the only Saviour.
2. When are rulers to be obeyed ; and when not ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

In the construction of the famous Simplon tunnel,
twelve miles long, through the Alps, for five years two
little armies of men bored their way, the one from the
Italian, the ovher from the Swiss side ; and then, one
day, so exact were the calculations and plans of the
engineers, the two companies of workers met, and the
mountain was pierced through. God’s will forusisa
straight road. Walking in it, we can never lose our-
selves or miss the blessed goal to which it leads.

Prove from Scripture—That the Holy Spirit gives
sirength. i

Shorter €atechism—Review Questions 1-4.

The Question on Missions—5. Describe a mis-
sion outdoor dispensary. Outside is a large crowd of
sick people. Some have come long distances on
wheelbarrows, some in carts. Inside the large dis-
pensary room, the doctor and his assistants are busy
washing, dressing and bandaging wounds and giving
medicines.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What charge did the Sanhedrin seek to bring home to Peter and John ?

2. How was Peter freed from fear and endowed with wisdom 2. ..« oo v iiiinnnat, oo

......................... Seetestsetirirastranans

.' 3 Whst was the Saphedrin’s prohibition, and.the apostles’ reply 2........ Ceeeireteinesetaeaaeaan
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Leason VI.

True and False Brotherhood
- TRUE AND FALSE BROTHERHOOD

February 7, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESS8ONS —To-day’s Lesson follows immediately on the Lesson for last Sabbath.

GOLDEYE (EXT—Lymng lips are abomination to the Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight.—
Proverbs 12: 22.

Memorize vs. 32,33, THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts4: 32to 5: 11

32 And the multitude of them that believed were
of one heart and !of one soul . ?neither said any
of them that ought of the things which he possessed
wag hig own ; hut they had all things common,

33 And with great power gave the apustles
3 witness of the resurrection of the Lord Je'sus:
and great grace was upon then all.

34 4 Neither was there any among them that
lucked : fur as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the
things that were sold,

35 And laid them Sdown at the apostles’ feet:
and distributivn was made unw ®every man ac-
cording as he had need.

36 And 7Ju’ses, who by the apostles was sur-
named Barn‘abas, (which is, being interpreted,
8 The son of cousvlativn,) a Le'vite, Yand of the
country of Cy’prus,

37 Having °laud, sold i¢, and brought the money
and laid ¢ at the apostles’ feet.

Ch. 5: 1 But a certain man named Anani‘as,
with Sapphi’ra his wife, sold a pogsession,

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife alsn
being privy to «, and brought a certain part, and
laid it at_the apogtles’ feet,

3 But Pe’ter said, Anaui‘as, why hath Satan
filled thine heart to lic to the Holy Ghost, and to

keep_back part of the price of the land ?

4 Whiles it remained, " was it not thine own?
and after it was sold, was it not iu !2thine own
power ? 13 why hast thou conceived tais thing in
%hi(rie heart ? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto
:0d.

5 And Anani‘as hearing these words fell down,
and gave up the ghost : and great fear came on all
Mthem that heard these things. 3

6 And the young men arose, ' wound him up,
and 8 carried kim out, and buried him,

7 And 1t was about the space of three hours after,
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in

8 And Pe’ter answered unto her, Tell me whether
ye sold the land for so much ? And she sail, Yea,
or so_much, : L.

9 17 Then Pe‘ter said uuto her, How is it that ?rc
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the
Lord ? behold, the feet of them which have buried
thy husband are at the door, and 6 shall carry thee

out.

10 18Then fell she down stmightway at his feet,
and yielded up the ghost: and the young mern
came in, and found her dead, and, 2 carrying her
furth, buried her by her husband,

11 Aud great fear came r\(:f»un 3 all the church,
and upon #as many as heard these things.

Reviged Version—! Omit of one; 2 not one of them said that aught; 3 their; ¢ For neither was there among
them any; $ Omit down ; 8 each, according as auy one; 7 Joseph; 8 Son of exhortatien;  a man of Cyprus by race;

104 ficld; U did it not remain
heard
carried her out an

Gehazi's punishment, 2 XKas. 5 . 15-27.

15 and ed hi thiml’ (i;v?' v t117)"/1‘3“)‘1‘;0“ . '3 And she fell d d
t; S and wra Jhim round; 18 they; ut Peter; 13 And she fell down iinmediately; 19 gave up; 2 they
{))uned; 2 the whole ch'urch; 2 all that heard. yi T en P i

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—True and false brotherhood, Acts4: 32to 5: 11.
W. --The deceitful tongue, Ps. 52. Th. — Truth and falsehood, Prov.

ow is it that thou hast conceived; ¥ upon all that

T.—

12. 13-22. F.—The unruly tongue, James 3. 1-10. S.—God knows! Ps. 139 : 1-12. 8.—The better way,

Eph. 4: 25-32.

1. BROTHERLY LOVE.—
32, 33. Multitude.. that
believed ; the whole body
of believers. One heart
and, . one soul ; living in
perfect harmony of affection
and thought. NOt one (in
so great a company) .. said
that aughs. . he possessed
was his own (Rev. Ver.) ;
but it was to beheld and used
as a trust for the good of all. Al things common;
** all for » while sharing alike.” With great power ;
gave the apostles witness, etc., backed up as their
testimony was by the proof in the love and liberties of
the whole company of disciples, that the living
Saviour was working in them. QGreat grace; the
loving favor of God.

34-37. Nelther. . any,.lacked. Theabundance
of the richer supplied the needs of the poorer. Pos-
zes30rs . . 501d .. brought the prices ; to form a
central fund from which all might be provided for.
At theapostles' feet ; who were given charge of the
fund. Distribution..according as..need. Be-

‘coming a Christian often prevented a Jew from get-
ting employment ; hence the need of provision for
the poor. Joses..Barnabas..theson of consol-
tajon. ‘The Greek word for *‘consolation ”” is con-
nected with that for Paraclete (' Helper'’’), & name

A COIN OF CYPRUS

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

for the Holy Spirit. Barna-
bas was full of helpfulness
(compare ch. 11: 24))

II. FALSEHOOD. — Ch.
5:1,2. But. The pre-
tended liberality. of Anan.
iag and Bapphira is put
over against the true gener-
osity of Barnabas and the
other disciples. 8old a pos-
session ; & piece of land
v.3. Kept back part of the price ; while pretend-
ing to put the whole into the common fund. Wife
.. privy to it ; fully aware of it and consenting to it.
Brought a certain part ; to purchase a reputation
in the church for liberality. Laid it at the apostles
feet ; braving the wrath of the all-seeing God (Prov.
8: 16, 17) for the sake of the apostles’ good opinion.

3, 4. Peter said ; speaking as the leader of the
apostles, Why hath Satan filled thine heart ?
* There is an inspiration of the devil 23 well as an
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.” To lie to the Foly
Ghost; proof that the Holy Spirit is a Person.
Only to a person can one lic. Xeep baok,, etc.; a
direct charge of fraudulent concealment (compare
v.2). Remajned..thineown..sold., in thine
own power. Tho sharing of goods (ch. 4 :32, 34,
35) was not compulsory ; it was the voluntary ex-
pression of love toothers. Why ., conceived thig
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thing, etc.? The sin was the man’s own, because
he had deliberately yielded to the tempter. (Com-
paro James 4:7,) Not lied unto msn ; that is,
this was not the worst part of the offence. But
unto God. This was the worst part of Ananias’
offence, that he had thought to deceive God.

6,6. Ananias..fell down and gave up the
ghost ; literally, ‘‘ breathed out his soul”’, died.
Great fear . . on all them that heard ; preventing
others from acting in so unbrotherly and insincere a
fashion. Young men..wound (wrapped) him
up; in the robe he was wearing. Buried him ;
an immediate necessity in that hot country.

7-11. Three hours after. . wife, not knowing.
The dreadful news had not reached her. Came in ;
to the room where the apostles were. Tell me, etc.
This question might have stirred Sapphira to repent-
anceand confession. Yea,forsomuch., Shemakes
the lie her own, Tempt the Spirit of the Lord ;
to put to the test the Holy Spirit dwelling in the apos-~
tles, whether He can be deceived or not. Behold,
etc. Sapphira, too, falls down dead, and is buried
beside her busband. By the awful judgment on
Ananias and Sapphira, the lesson is stamped on the
hearts of the members of the church at the very
beginning, that God requires of them that their love
shall be sincere and self-sacrificing.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Crprus, the home of Barnabas, is an island in the
northeast corner of the Mediterranean Sea. Its ex-
treme length is 145 miles, and its greatest breadth
is 60 miles. In ancient times and during the middle
ages, it was noted for its copper and timber. Indeed
the name Cyprus is from the Latin word for copper,
The timber consisted chiefly of the cypress and the
suniper. The juniper seems to have attained a great
size, and still grows freely in some places. Much
glass was made in Roman times, The island has
always grown grain in considerable quantities, and
exports it in our own day. In some of the lagoons
salt is obtained.

LESSON QUESTIONS

32-37 How is the harmony among the early beliov-
ers described ? To what great fact did the apostles
witness ? How was their testimuny backed up?
Explain * great grace was upon them all”, How was
a central fund formed ? Who had charge of it ?
Who is singled out as an example of liberality ?

Ch. 5 :1,2. Whose conduct is contrasted with that
of Barnabas and the other Christians ? What was
the purpose of Ananias and Sapphira ? Where does
Jesus teach us in what spirit we should give ? (Matt.
6:1-4) Who loved his possessions more than he
loved Jesus ? (Matt. 19 : 21, 22)

3,4 By whom did Peter say Ananias had been
inspired ? To whom had he lied ? Why was he
responsible for the deceit he had practised ? Show
that the Holy Spirit is a Person.

5-11 How was Ananias punished for hissin ? How
did Sapphira make his lie her own ?  Explain “tempt
the Spirit.of the Lord”. What happened to Sapphira?
At whose word ? What would the members of the
church learn from the doom of Ananias and Sap-
phira ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. How far should Christians nowadays follow the
example of having ** all things common ” ?
2. Hypocrisy.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Weights or wings : our possessions, large or small,
may be to us the one or the other, They may drag
us down, a3 did those of Ananias and Sapphira, to the
depths of meanness and deceit ; or they may help
us to rise, as did Barnabas, to the heights of goodness
and generosity that are like God’s, free and un-
grudging. Whether ours shall be the upward or the
downward way, depends upon our own choice,

Prove from Scripture—That we should be sincere.

Shorter Catechism —Ques. 5. Are there more
Gods than one? A. There is but One only, the living
and true God. Ques. 6. How many persons are
there in the Godhead? A. There are three persons
in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in
substance, equal in power and glory.

The Question on Missions—8. What do the
Chinese do for the blind ? Our mission doctors ”
The Chinese sometimes try to cure blindness by dig-
ging it out with a needle, and, of course, only destroy
the eye. Our doctors restore sight to many blind
people by removing the opaque lens in cataract, or by
cutting & little window in the iris.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did the early believers show their love forone another 2. ... covviiiiiie tiiiiiiievianans



18 The Apostles Imprisoned :

Lesson VII. «

THE APOSTLES IMPRISONED

February 14, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Tho apostles continue their preaching, and many miracles aré wrought
by them, with tho result that multitudes were added to the church, ch. 5: 12-16.

GOLDEN TEXT—Blessed are they which are persecuted for rightcousness® sake: for their’s is the kingdom of
heaven,—-Matt. 5: 10. o .

Memorize vs. 19, 20.

17 1 Then the high priest rose up, and all they that
were with him, (which is the sect of the Sad’ducees,)
and 2 were filled with 3indignation,

18 And laid 4their hands on the apostles, and
put them in 3 the common prison. A

19 But ¢ the angel of the Jord by night opened
the prison doors, and brought them #Jorth, and said,

20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the wards of this 8life. .
. 21 And when they heard °that, they entcred
into the temple 19 early in the morning, and taught.
But the ligh priest came, and they that were with
him, and called the council together, and all the
senate of the children of Is‘rael, and sent to the
W prison to have them bhrought.

22 But ?when the officers came, and found
them not_in the prisun, 2 they returned, and tnld,

23 Saying, The U prison: truly foqnd we shut
15 with all safety, and the keepers standing ¥ without
before the doors : but when we had opened, we
found no man within. 5

24 Now whep ¥ the high priest and the captain
of the temple and the chief priests heard these
18 things, they doubted of them whcreunto this
would grow.

THE LESSON PASSAGE -Acts5: 1732, StudyActs 5 :17-42.

25 1* Then came onc and told them, Psaying,
Behold, the men whom ye put in 2 prison are 2 stand-’
ing in the temple, and teaching thé people,” ™~

26 Then went the captain with the officers, and
brought them 2 without violence : for they feared
the people, lest they should "' have been stoned.

27 And when they had brought them, they set
ttllwm befure the council : and'the high priest asked

hem, .

28 Saying, % Did not we straitly command you
that ve should not teach in this name ? and, behold
ve have filled Jerusalem with your % doetrine, and
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.

29 7 Then Pe’ter and the 28other apostles ans-
wered and said, We 2ought to obey God rather
than men. ‘ . :

30 The God of our fathers raised up Je’sus, whom
ye slew 3 and hangéd on a tree. .

31 Him 3 hath God exalted with his right hand
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance
to Is'racl, and % forgiveness of sins, ’

32 And we are ®his witnesses of these things ;
and so 13 Halso the Holy Ghost, whom God hath
given to thern that obey him.

Eevised Version—! But the; 2 they; 3 jealousy; 4 Omit their; S public ward; ¢an; 7out, and said, Go ye and

stand; 8 Life (large L) ; 9 this; 10 about daybreak; ' prison-house; 12 the officers that came; ¥ and; M prison-
house we found shut; 1% in; 16at the doors; 7 Omit the high pricst and ; 18 words, they were much perplexed
concerning them; 19 And there came; 20 Omit saying; # the; 2in the temple standing; 2 but; % be stoned;
2 We straitly charged you not to teach, 2 teacking, Z But Peter; 28 Omit other; 2° must obey; ¥ hanging him on;
3t did God exalt; nremissi(m;"” Omit his; 3 Omit also, B
Daily Readings—(Courtesy, LB.R.A.)—M.—The apostles imprisoned, Aects 5: 17-28. 'I‘.—’I‘h"b
apostles imprisoned, Acts 5 : 20-42. 'W.~-Bold for the truth, Jer. 26 : 8-16. Th.—Fear not ! Matt. 10 : 16-23

F.—Ready to suffer ! 1 Pet. 3 : 8-18. S.—Suffering with Christ, 1 Pet. 4 : 12-19. 8,—Reasons for joy, Matt.

5: 1-16,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED :

I. THE IMPRISONMENT.
—17,18. But (Rev. Ver.)
the high priest; either Caia~
phas, the high priest in name,
or more probably Annas his
father-in-law, and ex-bigh
priest, who possessed the real
power (sce ch. 4: 6). Rose
up; took action. All they
that were with him ; agree-
ing with his opinions and pur-
pose. Sect (party) of the
Sacdducees ; one of the relig-
ious parties amongst the Jews:
the other two wera the Phar-
isees and Essenes, Filled
with indignation. The Sad-
ducees did not believe in a
resurrection (see Mark ,12:
18), and hence were’ specially
bitter against the apostles for
3 preaching that Jesus had risen.

4 v Put them in public ward

ARCIENT PRISON (Rev, Ver.); detained them in

KEYS temporary imprisonment.

II. Tne DELIVERANCE.—19, 20. An angel.of
the Lord (Rov. Ver.) ; a witness against the Saddu-
coes, who held that *‘ thero was neither angel nor
spirit”, Acts 23:8, Opened the prison deors;

4

2 miracle which might have shown the Sadducees
that they were fighting against God. Go,.speak
in the temple. There was to be no thought of
attempting to escape, or of giving up their preaching.
All the words of this 1ife ; the eternal life bestowed
by Jesus.

21-28. Early in the morning; as early as
possible after dawn. The high priest came ; into
the council chamber, Called the eouncil together;
the Sanhedrin. All the senate; either another
name for the Sanhedrin, or for a body of elders sum-
moned to assist the Council on special occasions,
Sent to the prison ; ignorant of the svonderful
happeninga in the night, Officers; the temple
police. They came back with the marvelous tale.

IIT. TEE EXAMINATION.—24, 25. The captain
of the temple ; the chief of the temple grards
Chief priests ; the heads of the twenty-four courses
into which the priests were divided (1 Chron, 24 : 1-
19; Luke 1:5)., The men.. standing in the
temple. ., teaching ; in obedience to the angel's
bidding, v. 20. ‘ .

26-28. Brought them without vioience. Nor
would the apostles resist ; they would welcome the
opportunity to preach their gospel to the Council
Feared the people ; the common people, who had
been strongly and favorably impressed by the mira-
cles wrought by the apostles and by the lives of the
Clristians (compare Luke 19:47, 48:22: 1,2)
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Lest they should have heen stoned. The
“‘people’” were in a mood to resent with violence any
ill-treatment of men whom they esteemed for their
character and good works. The high priest asked.
Perhaps Caiaphas was afraid to ask about their
escape, feeling that God had a band in it. Teach in
this name ; the great offence of the apostles, in the
Sadducees’ eyes, that they should teach that the
crucified Jesus was liviug. Filled Jerusalem with
your teaching (Rev. Ver,); a striking testimony
to the apostles’ zeal and success. This man's
blood upon us. Compare Matt. 27, 25.

IV. THE DEFENCE.—29, 30, Peter and the
other apostles ; Peter, as usual, being the spokes-
man, We ought to obey God ; the former answer
of Peter and John (ch. 4 : 19, 20), now boldly given
by all the apostles. The God of our fathers. The
apostles not the rulers, were really obeying Israel's
God. Rafsed up Jesus. The high priest had not
named Jesus ; Peter named Him, and proclaimed
again that He has risen. Ye slew and hanged on
a tree ¢ that is, the cross. Beyond all others, His
blood was on Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin, Matt,
26:8,4; 27:1, 2, 20.

31, 32. Him hath God exalted,, a Princeand
a 8aviour ; ruling with infinite power and pardoning
with infinite love. QGive repentance to Israel,
and forglveness. Peter charges the rulers with
their sin, only to bring them to sorrow for it and a
change of mind (see ch. 3:10), We are his wit-
nesses, ., 80 15 also the Holy Ghost; a double
witness, of men who had seen.and heard, and of the
Holy Spirit. Given to them that ohey him ;
a reason why the apostles should obey God (v. 29),
and a promise that the Sanhedrin might receive the
same gift, if they would only obey.

The apostles were saved from death by the prudent
counsel of Gamaliel, and after being beaten, they
- were get free, only to con-
tinue their preaching and

teaching, vs. 33-42.

THE GEOGRAPHY
a LESSON
Next to the temple,

Castle
o

te
> Boarts]

I 370N | the most famous building
3 5~ in Jerusalem in New Test-
5 Court s M ament times was the
g of % £ TOoWER OF ANTONIA. This
® Gentiles 5 stood at the northwest

v corner of the temple en-

closure, built on a rock 87
feet high, so that it over-
looked the whole temple

colonnodc
o

area, There were passages from the tower by
which the guards could find access to the temple.
It must have been a building of considerable
size, since it held a legion of soldiers. It was a very
powerful fortress. It was named after Mark Antony,
the famous Roman consul,

LESSON QUESTIONS

What was the result of the miracles wrought by
the apostles ?

17, 18 Who was the high priest iv name? Who pos-
sessed the real power of the office ? Who were the
Sadducees ? Why were they specially bitter against
the apostles? Where, and how, does Jesus show the
error of the Sadducees ? (Mark 12 : 18-27.)

19-23 How were the apostles delivered from prison?
What were they bidden to do ? Who were sent to
bring the prisoners ? With what report did the
officers return ?  Where do we read of Peter's being
brought out of prison by anangel ? (Acts 12 : 1-10,)

24-28 Of what were the apostles accused before
the Sanhedrin ?

29-32 What crime did Peter bring home to the
Jewish rulers ? With what purpose ?

By whose counsel were the apostles saved from
death ? What punishment was inflicted on them ?
‘What did they do when they were set free ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Bible prisoners.
2. Persecution—how it haa helped the church.

A LESSON FOR LIFE
** Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers ;
‘While error wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies among her worshipers.”

No truer words than these of Bryant’s were ever
written. So long as we are in the right, we are sure
to win out in the end. If we are in the wrong, no
power in the universe can save us from defeat in the
long run.

Prove trom Scripture—That God < to be feared.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 7. What are the de-
crees of . God? A. The deerces of God are, his
eternal purpuse, according to the counsel of his will
whereby, for his own glory, he hath forcordain:d
whatsoever comes to pass.

The Question on Missions—7. What isdone for
sick children is our mission hospitals ? Very many
are cured of malarial fever, others of abscesses, ulcers
and other painful sores. Some are cured of hip-joint
disease, or disease of the spine, and many more, of
loathsome skin diseases.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How were the apostles delivered from prison
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Lesson VIII. STEPHEN THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR February 21, 1900
BETWEEN THE LESSONS8—Lesson VIII. follows close upon Lesson VII,
GOLDEN TEXT —And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.—Acts 7: 59.
Memorize 7 : 55,56. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts6: 8-15; 7:54to8:3. Study Acts
6: 1to8: 3.

8 And Ste’phen, full of ! faith and pcwer, 2did  up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
greay wonders and 3 miracles among the people. and Je’sus stn.ndin% on the right hand of God,

9 4 Then there arose certain of 5the synagogue, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened,

which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
and 6 Cyre’nians, and 8 Alexan’driang, and of them G

Stephen the First Christian Martyr

of Cilicia and ¢ of A’sia, disputing with Ste’phen.

10 And they were not able to 8 resist the wisdom
and the 9spint by which he spake. X

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have
heard bim gpeak blasphemouus words against Mo‘ses,
and against God.,

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders,
and the scribes, and came upon Aim, and 19 caught
him, and_brought hum 11 to the council, .

13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This
man ceaseth not to speak 1? blasphemous words
againgt this holy place, and the law : )

14 For we have heard him say, that this Je'sus
of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change
the customs which Mo’ses delivered Bus.

15 And all that sat in the council, ¥ lovking sted-
fastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face
of an angel. )

Ch. 7: 54 13 When they heard these things, the
were cut tg the heart, and they gnashed on him wit:
their teeth. R

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked

Revised Version—! grace; 2 wrought; 3 signs; ¢ But there; 5them that were of the synago;

od.

57 18 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and
gtopped their ears, and Y ran upon him with one
accord,

58 And 18cast him out of the oity, and stoned him -
aud the witnesses laid down their Yclothes at a
young man’s feet, whose name was Saul.

58 And they stoned Ste‘phen, calling upon 20 God,
and saymng, Lord Je’sus, receive my spirit.

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Ch. 8: 1 And Saul way congenting unto his death,
And %at_that time there was a great persecntion
against the church which was #at Jeru’salem ;
and they were all scattered abroad throughout the
regions of Judm’a and Samar‘is, except the apustles.

£ And devout men 3 carried Ste‘phen to kis burial,
and made great lamentation over him.

3 % As for Saul, he made havock of the church,
entering into every house, and haling men and women
committed them to prison.

e called;

sof the; 7 Omit of ; § withstand; 9§ girit (large S); Wseized; U into; 12 Omit blay hemous; 3 unto; ¥ fastenin

their eyes on him ; 15 Now when ; 16

ut they ; 7 rushed ; 18 they; !9

rments at the feet of & young man name

Saul; @ the Lord; 2 there arose on that day a great; Zin; B buried Stephen; 24 But Saul laid waste the church.

Datly Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Stephen, the first Christim:x r{mrtyr. Acts 6:1-15. T.—
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, Acts 7: 1-16. W.—Stephen, the first Clmstmrf r.nartyr, Acts 75 37-34.
Th.—Stephen, the first Christian martyr, Acts 7: 35-53. F.—Stephen, the first Christian martyr, Acts 7 : 54

to 8: 3. S.—A shining face, Ex. 34 : 29-35.

§,—~The reward, Rev. 7 : 9-17.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Vs. 1-7 tell of the ap-
pointment of seven men,
commonly called * dea-
cons ™,

1. STEPHENACCUSED,
—8,9. 8tephen ; one of §
theseven “deacons”. Full ’
of grace (Rev. Ver.); gifts
received through divine
favor. Power; to work
miracles, the way in which
* grace ”’ was manifested.
Wonders and signs b5
(Rev. Ver.) ; two words %
for miracles. Syna- N
gogue ; a Jewish place of
worship. The Libertines; Jews who had been
slaves in Rome, but who had been set free. Cyren-
{ans, Cyrene wasin North Africa. Alexandrians.
Alexandris was the capital of Egypt. Cflicia; at
the southeast corner of Asia Minor.  Asia; the name
in the New Testament of the western portion of Asia
Minor. Disputing with Stephen ; putting ques-
tions to him (compare Mark 8:11; 9:14).

10-16. Not able to resist. See Luke 21:135.
Suborned men ; arranged with them in an under-
hand way to give false testimony. Stirred up the
people ; crafiily striving to gain these over first,
because they had hitherto been favorable to the

1 7-‘:-"“\":--

o DT

TRADITIONAL PLACE OF STONING OF STEPHEN

EA Christians (see ch. 5: 26,
" last Lesson), and because
the rulers would be more
inclined to take action, if
they were sure the people
were with them. BEilders,
and, . scribes ; already
bitterly opposed to the fol-
lowers of Jesus, ch. 4: 5,
etc. Brought him to the
“~, council; the Sanhedrin.
Set up false witnesses ;
as at the trial of Jesus,
Mark 14: 56-59. 8peak
blasphemous  words ;
irreverent and profane
words. Against this holy place; the temple.
Anything spoken against it would greatly enrage the
Jews. 8ay,..Jesus,,shall destroy this place ;
an, appeal to the religious prejudices of the people,
and to their selfish interests. If the temple were
destroyed, and its worship, those living in Jerusalem
would lose the profit of providing for foreign visitors.
Change the customs ; the law of Moses, and also
the rules drawn from it by the scribes. As.. the
face of an angel ; shining with a heavenly bright-
ness.

Ch. 7 :1-53 contains Stephen’s address to the
Sanhedrin.
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II. STEPHEN MARTYRED,—Ch.7: 64-86. Out to
the heart ; frenzied with rage. Gnashed., with
their teeth ; like maddened brutes. He, , saw the
glory ot God ; some visible sign of God’s presence.
(Compare Ex. 16: 10; 24:17.) Jesus standing ;
ready to help His brave follower. Right hand ;
the place of honor and power. The Son of man.
Compare Matt, 26 : 64,

57-60. Cried out .. stopped their ears,..ran
upon him. The Council and the crowd became a
brutal mob. Stoned him. This was the legal
punishment for blasphemy (I.ev. 24 : 6), but Stephen
had not blasphemed ; hence the sin of those who
stoned him. Witnesses ; who (Deut. 17 : 7), must
cast the first stones. Clothes (their loose outer gar-
ments) at a young man’s feet, , . Saul; as a leader
in the dreadful business. The Acts has much to say
of this Saul later. Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ;
after its departure from the body. Cried with a
loud voice ; that his savage foes might hear his
finul words of love to them. Lay not this sin to
their charge. The martyr freely forgives his mur-
derers, (Compare Luke 23:34, 46.) Fell asleep.
Compare 1 Thess. 4 : 13, 14, 16.

III. SrepHEN MOURNED.—Ch.8 :1-3. There
arose a fierce persecution against the church in Jer-
usalem. The Christians fled from the city, and went
everywhere preaching the gospel. The apostles,
however, remained at the post of danger. Stephen
was buried with great lamentation. Saul continued to
persecute the church.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

In Jerusalem, according
W to some Jewish writers,
there were from 394 to 480
synagogues. These figures
are, doubtless, exaggerat-
ed, but the number was
very large. Tur SyNa-
GOGUE was the building,
found in every Jewish
community, used chiefly
as a place of worship. It
was always erected on an
clevated site, and, like
the temple, was entered
from the east. Besides
its use for worship, it
was used as a school, and in the days of our Lord,

1y Y o n
s T e
2unt ¢ Olives

children were gathered regularly in it for instruction.
There was a synagogue within the temple itself,

LESBON QUESTIONS

How many ** deacons ' were appointed ?

8, 9 What description is given of Stephen ? What
two words are used for ** miracles” ? What was a
synagogue ? In what synagogue did Jesus preach
at the opening of His ministry ? (Luke 4 : 16, etc.)
Who were the Libertines? Who disputed with
Stephen ?

10-15 What charge was made against Stephen be-
fore the Sanhedrin ? What was the penalty for this
offence ? By what sort of testimony was it sup-
ported ? What was Stephen charged with saying
about the temple ?  Why would this anger the Jews ?
What did Stephen look like as he begun to speak ?

Ch. 7. 54-60 What effect had Stephen’s words
on his hearers ? Whom did he see in heaven ? How
was he put to death? What two prayers did he
offer ? ’

Ch, 8 :1-3 What followed on Stephen’s death ?
What did the Christians do who fled from Jerusalem ?
What share in the persecution did Saul take ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Jesus in hepven.
2. May a man be an honest persecutor ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The soldier forgets the toils and perils of the march
and battle, when the war is over and the victory won,
and the leader pins on his breast the medal he hus
won by his courage and devotion. But his joy is as
nothing to that of those whom Jesus receives into His
glory, when, by His grace, they have vanquished all
the enemies of their souls, and have entered upon their
reward,

Prove trom Scripture—That Jesus is with His
acrvants. )

Shorter Catechism—~Ques. 8, How doth God ez-
ecute his decrees? A. God exccuteth his decrees
in the works of creation and providence.

The Question on Missions—8. Do Chinese
patients show gratitude for healing ? Very many
of them do, and speak kindly of the foreign doctor to
their friends at home, and bring other sick people to
him. Many of them give donations toward keeping
up the hospitals. .

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What was the charge made against Stephen ?
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Lesson IX.

THE GOSPEL IN SAMARIA

February 28, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—There is no break between Lesson VIII. and Lesson IX,

GOLDEN TEXT—Tlie people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and
peop seeing the miracles which he did.—Acts §: 6. P opake, €

Memorize vs. 14, 15,7 THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 8 : 14-25,

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jeru’-
salem heard that Samar‘ia had received the word of
God, they sent unto them Pe‘ter and John :

15 Who, when they were come down, Braycd
fur them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost :

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them ;
gn}y tl;ey 1were baptized 2in the name of the Lord

e’sue. .

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Ghost. 5

18 3 Aad when Si‘mon saw that through 4 laying
onewf the apostles’ hands the Iuly Ghost was given,
he offered them monef,, .

19 Saying, Give me aleo this power, that on whom-
soever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.

20 But Pe‘ter said unto himn, Thy 3 money perish

Study Acts 8: 4-25

with thee, bocause thou hast thought ¢ that the gift
of God may be purchased with money.

2] ‘Thou hast ucither part nor lot in this matter :
for thr heart is not right 7 in the sight of God

22 Repent thercfore of this thy wickedness, and
pray 8 God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart

may be fnrﬁlvcn thee.

.23 For I 1 perceive that thou art in the gall of
bitterness, and t{n the bond of iniquity,

24 " Then answered Si‘mon, and said, Pray ye
12to the Lord for me, that none of 4these thingy
which ye have spoken come upon me.

25 B And they, when they bad testified and
1 preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jeru’~
salem, and preached the gospel ¥in many villages
of the Samar‘itans.

Revised Version —! had been; 2into; 3 Now, ¢ the; 3 silver; ¢ to obtain the gift of God with money; 7 be-
fare God; & the Lord; ? shall he; 19sec; ! And Simon auswered; 12 for me to the Lord; 22 ‘They therefore, when;

M spoken; M5 to,

Daily Readings—(Ccurtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The gospel in Samaria, Acts 8: 4-25. T.—Jesus and
the Sumaritans, John 4 : 27-42.  W.——Christ's exhortation, Matt. 10 : 23-33. Th.—The joyful sound, Ps. §9 :
7-16. F.—Good tidings, Isa. 52: 1-10. S.—Preaching Christ, 1 Cor. 1: 18-31. 8,—** The Power of God",

Rom. 1: 1-16.

The disciples who were driven from Jerusalem by
the persecution following Stephen’s death, carried the
gospel as far ag Pheenicia, the narrow plain along the
sea coast, north of Mount Carmel, and as Antioch, the
capital of Syria, near the angle formed by the coasts
of Asia Minor and Syria, and even to Cyprus, an island
in the Mediterranean (compare v. 4 and ch. 11 : 19)
Philip, one of the seven deacons, went to preach in the
city of Samaria (see Geography Lesson). The people
of that city, hearing his words and geeing the wonder-
ful miracles wrought by him, accepted the gospel with
great joy. Amongst those who professed to believe
and was baptized, was Simon Magus, a sorcerer
whose arts had secured for hint.great powervverthe
people, vs, 4-13. RN

1. SmMoN’s REQUEsT.—24-17.* Thé apostles, ,
at Jerusalem ; ‘where they had remained during the
persecution (see above.on vs. 4-13). Heard-that
Samaria had received.the word of-God. The
district round the **city of- Samaria’ (v. 5) is meant
here. The gospel had spread.from the city as a centre
(compare John 4:39-42 and Acts:'1:8): Sent..
Peter and John ; chosen by the twelve for this
work, probably because they had been the most active
in establishing the church in Jerusalem. Come
down ; from Jerusalem, which was situated on lofty
hills. Prayed for them. Not from themselves,
but from God, was blessing to come to the Samaritans,
Recelve the Holy Ghost. They had already re-
ceived the influences of the Spirit, inclining and
enabling them to turn from sin and believe in the
Saviour ; they were now to receive special powers
through His indwelling in their hearts. Fallen upon
none of them. Compare ch. 10:44; 11:15.
Baptized into the name, ete. (Rev. Ver.) ; the
outward sign of their separation from sin and union
with Christ. Laid.,their hands upon them; a
visible symbol of the Gift of the Holy Spirit bestowed
on them (compare ch. 9: 17),

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

HEROD’S STREET OF COLUMNS, CITY OF
: SAMARIA

18, 19, Simon; commonly known as Bimon
Magus, from the Greek word magos meaning a
gorcerer or magician (see v. 9). Though Simon
had professed to believe in Jesus, his was not
saving faith, but perhaps only a belief that Philip's
power was‘greater than his own. Saw ., offered
them money,, Give me also this power. He
wished to buy the power, that he might sell it to
others, to his own profit. His sin is known as simony,
and is repeated whenever men get themselves appoint~
ed to positions in the church, merely to make a living
or gratify their ambition.

II. PETER’S REBUKE,—20,21. Peter said, . Thy
sliver (Rev. Ver.) perish ; a strong expression of in-
tense horror at such wickedness, With thee. Simon
hiraself, as well as his money, will perish, unless he
repents of his great sin. Gift of God . . purchased
with money. Simon had given little heed, surely,
to the apostles’ prayer (seo v. 15), else he had



The Gospel

earned that the powers of the Holy Spirit are not
to be bargained for, but to be humbly reccived
by those to whom God frecly gives them. Neither
part nor lot in this matter ; no real share in the
blessings of the gospel. Heart not right. Simon’s
was no mere error of ignorance, but a sinful purpose.
In the sight of God. A false profession may de-
ceive men, but God, never.

22-24. Bepent ; turn away from his sin, Pray
the Lord (Rev. Ver.) ; that is, Jesus. If perhaps
.. forgiven ; not doubt that Simon would be for-
given if he should repent, but fear that sin had so
hardened his heart that he would not repent. In
the gall of bitterness. The gall of poisonous
reptiles was supposed to be the source of their.
venom, and hence “gall” i3 wused to denote
the poison of sin in the heart. In the bond of
iniquity ; completely enslaved by his covetousness.
Simon ., , Pray ye for me (Rev. Ver.) He was
terrified, but, so far as the story reveals, not re-
pentant.

The apostles (v, 25) returned to Jerusalem, preach-
ing the gospel by the way in many villages of the
Samaritans.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

“SAMARIA isa land of
hills and valleys, with here
and there upland plains
of great fertility. Carmel
and other hills are partial-
lyctothed with dense thick-
ets, and, in places, rem-
nants of former forestscan
be seen. In the plainsand
open valleys the rich soil
‘l yields abundant harvests
of wheat, oats and maize,
whilst on the terraced hill-
sides the fig, the olive, and
-1 the vine bring forth their
fruit in dueseason.” The
modern village of Sebustich, at the eastern end of a
terraced hill repr ts the ancient city of Sam-
aria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel,
which gave its name in later days to the whole sur-
rounding region. Close to the site of the east gate
are the ruing of the fine ecathedral church of St.
John, built between A.D. 1150 and A.D. 1180, over

. I .
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the ‘traditional tomb of John the Baptist. In the
neighborhood of the village are two fine springe
from which small streams flow for a short distance.

LESSON QUESTIONS

How far did the fugitives from Jerusalem carry the
gospel 2 Who went to preach in Samaria ? What
results followed his work? What famous sorcerer
professed to believe in Jesus ?

14-17 What news reached the apostles in Jerusa-
lem ? Whom did they send to Samaria ? For what
did thegse pray on behalf of the Samaritan believers. ?
How was their prayer answered ?  On whom did the
Holy Spirit come, through the laying on of Paul's
hands ? (Acts 19:1-7.) Mention some powers
bestowed by the Spirit in the early church., (1 Cor
12:7-11.)

18, 19 What request did Simon the sorcerer
make ? By what name is his sin known ? How
may it be repeated ?

20-26 What was Peter’s reply to Simon ? What
did he urge him to do? How was Simon affected by
Poter’s words ? What did he ask of him ? Whithe
did the apostles return ? What did they do by the
way ?

POR DISCUSSION
1, True and false profession.
2. How genuine repentance is shown,

A LESSON FOR LIFE

On a clear day, when the water is still, the trees on
the shores of a lake are perfectly reflected beneath the
surface of the water. So should our conduot corres-
pond with our profession., It is only when there is
such agreement, that we can respect ourselves, enjoy
God's approval, or be a real power for good in the
world,

Prove from Scripture—That we should confess
Christ.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 5-8.

The Question on Misstons—9. What oppor-
tunities are there of teaching the gospel to the hos-
pital patients ¢ While waiting for treatment, all
the men meet in the chapel and the women in an-
other room, and there is always some one there to
preach and scll Gospels and tracts. Those in the
hospital wards who are well enough to be spoken
to, are taught every day.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. In what manner did the Samaritans receive the Holy Ghost 2..................... P
2. Of what sin was Simon guilty 2. «evvvrveecrietietttennnnnnnennnnnns TS
3. What was required of him in order to get fOrgiveness 2. .eenceecoiiiitiiiieritreniiaennranann
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Lesson X.

Philip and the Ethiopian
* PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN

March 7, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSON8—To-day’s Lesson continues the story from the point reached in the Lesson

for last Sabbath (Acts 8 : 14-25).

GOLDEN TEXT—Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me.—John §: 39.

Memorize vs. 29-31.

26 ! And the angel of the Lord spake unto Phil‘ip,
saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the wa
that goetk down fromn Jeru‘salem unto Ga‘za, 2 which
is desert.

27 And he arose and weut : and, behold, a man
of Etuio’pis, an cunuch of great authority under
Can’dace queen of the Ethio’pians, who 3had the
charge of all her treasure, tand had cuine to Jeru’-
salem for to worship, )

28 5Was returning, and sitting in his chariot
Sread Fsai‘as the prophet. o

29 7laen the Spint saxd unto PhilYip, Go near,
and join thyself to this chariot.

30 And_Phil‘ip ran 3thither to Aim, and_heard
him 2read the prophet ksai‘as, and said, Under-
standest thou what thou readest ?

31 And he said, How can I, except some man
should guide me? And he #desired Phil’ip that
he would come up and sit with him.

3% 12The place of the scripture which he Bread

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 8 : 26-38.

Study Acts 8 : 26-40.

was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter ;
and ¥ like a lamb dumb before hiy shearer, 0 > open-
ed he not his mouth ; .

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away : ¥and wao shall declare his gencration 2
for I)x’iq life is tuken from the earth.

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said,

pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this ¢
of himself, or_of svine other ¥ man 7 *

35 18 Then Phil‘ip opened his mouth, and 19 bogan
at the same seripture, and preached unto him Je‘sus.

36 And as they went on 0 their way, they came
unto a certain water: and the cunuch ¥ gaid, See,
here is water ; what doth hinder me to bo baptized ?

37 2 And Philip said, 1f thou helievest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he angwered and
said, I believe that Je’aus Christ is the Son of God.

he commanded the chariot to stand still :
and they 3 went down both into the water, both
Phil‘ip and the eunuch ; and he baptized him,

Revised Version—! But an angel; ? the same is; 3 was over; ¢ who had; $and he; ¢and was reading the
gxiquheL Isaigh; 7 And the SPiriz; 80mut thither; ? reading Izaiah the prophet; 19 one shall guide; " besought
i

ip to come up; 7 Now; !

was reading; 14 as a lamb before his shearer i< dumb; 1* he openeth; 6 His gener-

ation who shall declare ; ¥ Omit man; * And Philip; 1? beginning from this scripture, preached; ® the way;

21 ggith, Behold ; 20mat v. 37; BLoth went down.

Dally Beadings—(Courtesy, . B.R.A.)—M.—Philip and the Ethiopian, Acts S: 26-40.
W.—Prophecy of Ethiopia, Ps. 68: 26-35.
8.—Jesus baptized, Matt. 3. 8.—Baptism and the new life, Rom.

prophecy, Isa. 53.
The scriptures opened, Luke 24 : 13-31.
6: I-11,

T.—Isaiah’s
Th.~—Spiritual sight, Ps, 119 : 9-18. F.—

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. A ConmmaND.—26. An
angel of the Lord (Rev,
Ver.). Luke, both in his Gospel

Jews, came to worship at the
holy city (see ch. 2:10). Was
returning, . in hig chariot.

and in the Acts, frequently ___f’:ﬁf&'%’s‘:ﬁh] o e A chariot was a mark of high
mentions appearances of angels 5%‘”*—,1_( F’.&"{", rank. Was reading (Rev.
(see Luke 1: 11, 26; 2: 9; = Quragl) o P Ver.) ; aloud, as was the East-

24 :4; Acts 1: 10; 10: 3,
30; 2. 17). 8pake unto
Philip.. g0; a command
which the Holy Spirit gives to
every follower of Jesus, bidding
him carry the blessed gospel

~l

ern custom. Isaiah thepro-
phet (Rev. Ver.) ; from a roll
containing his writings, prob-
ably in the Greek translation
from the original Hebrew,
which was made at Alexandria

to some other person, near or
far away (compare Mark 15
16). Toward the south;
on the route a traveler would take from Jerusalem to
Egypt. Unto Gaza ; about sixty miles southwest
of Jerusalem. The same is desert (Rev., Ver.).
There were at least two, perhaps three, roads from
Jerusalem to Gaza. The ** desert road ’’ may have
been the one by Hebron through the hills of southern
Judea,

27,28. A man of Ethiopia; now Nubia and Abys-
sinia. Of great authority ; like Joseph in Egypt,
Gen. 41:39-45. Under Candace. Ethiopia was
ruled by queens, not kings, and Candace was a name
for all its sovereigns, like Pharaoh in Egypt. Over
all her treasure ; finanoe minister of tho kingdom.
Come to Jerusalem for to worship. He was a
Gentilo, who had become a ** proselyte ™ or convert to
the Jewish religion.  Proselytes, as well as those born

A ROMAK REDA OR TRAVELIRG
CARRIAGE

in Egypt between B. C. 280
and B. C. 130.

29, 80.” The Spirit sald
unto Philip. Thoe angel (v. 26) had disappeared,
but the Holy Spirit was always present, according
to the Lord's promise (ch.1: 8), to guide and
strengthen. Joln thyself to this chariot ; keep
nearit, followit. Ran thither; eagerly obedient to
tho Spirit’s command, as we should be to spread the
gospel. Heard him rxead ; listening for a time
unobserved. Understandestthou ? The question
expects the answer, ** No”. The eunuch did not
know that the prophecy pointed to Jesus, but pos-
sibly he had heard in Jerusalem about the death of
Josus and thedeeds of His disciples and their teach-
ing that He was the Messish promised in the Old
Testament., His mind was like cultivated soil, ready
to receive the truth.

II. A CoNVERSATION.—31-33. HOw can I, ctc.?

*This Lesson has been selected by the Sunday School Editorial Association and the Young People’s
Lesson.

Missionary Movement, as a special missiopary
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The man was an inquirer, anxious, bewildered, but
teachable. Besought Philip to.. sit with him
(Rev. Ver.) ; a request showing both humility and
earnestness. The place (section) of the scripture.
The Jews divided the Old Testument into sections.
which were read in regular order in the synagoguc
services, Asasheep..like alamb ; comparisons
pointing to Jesus’ silent and uncomplaining submis-
sion to His enemies. In his humiiiation his judg-
ment was taken away. He was robbed of His
rights of justice and humanity. Who ghall declare
his generation ? Who can describe the injustice
and cruelty of the people of His own time who put
the Saviour to & shameful and agonizing death ?
His lite is taken from the earth; by u violentdeath.

34, 86. Of whom speaketh the prophet this ?
The Jews did not see in this passage a description of
the Messinh ; the Messiah they thought of was a
conquering king, not a suffering Saviour. Philip. .
preached unto him Jesus. The prophecy was &
portrait, corresponding, feature by feature, with
Jesua, the Original. This Philip showed.

III. A CONVERSION.—36-38, What doth hinder
me to be baptized ? Philip had doubtless explain-
ed that those who believe in Jesus are admitted to the
Christian church by baptism. Baptized him; a
sign that he accepted Jesus as his Saviour and Lord.

The Spirit now bade Philip depart. The eunuch
went on his way rejoicing, for he now knew Jesus.
(Sez vs. 39, 40.)

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
GazA wasthemostsouth-

It is situated about 2%
miles from the Mediter-
ranean, on the very ecdge
of the Arabian Desert. The
modern town, known us
Ghuzzeh, has some 15,000
inhabitants. To the north
are immense olive groves,
7l the finest in Palestine, and
the chief industry of the
place is the manufacture
of soap {rom the olive oil.
One road from Gaza to
Jerusalem was by way of
Hcbron. Between Hebron and Gaza was a lonely
territory, hence the name Deserr for this road.

LESSON QUESTIONS
26-30 \Who spoke to Philip ? Whither did he bid

erly city of the Philistines. *

him go? Name some other places in which Luke
refers to angels, What great man was travelliog to-
wards Gaza ? Whero had he been ? For what pur-
pose ? What was he reading ? What did the Spirit
bid Philip do 2 Where did the Holy Spirit command
Barnabus and Saul to be set apart for foreign mission
work ? (Acts 13:1-4.) How did Philip show his
eagerness to obey 2 What did he ask the eunuch ?

31-35 What was the eunuch's answer ? How did
the eunuch show his humility and earnestness ?
Where had he been reading ¢ Why was the Saviour
likened to a sheep and a lIamb ¢ Of what rights had
the men of his own time robbed him ? How ? What
sort of Messinh were the Jews looking for ?  Of whom
did Philip say Isaiah had spoken ?

86-88 What did the eunuch ask Philip to do ”
Of what was his baptism a sign ?

Whither did Philip go after he left the eunuch ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The missionary command—the various ways
in which it comes.

2. The missionary command—the various ways
in which it may be obeyed.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

David Livingstone was ready to go as a missionary
to China, But war broke out between Britain and
China, and he could not go. Livingstone heard of a
thousand villages in Africa where no missionary had
ever been, and he said, ** Why should I wai% for the
end of the war ?” So the Spirit of God took Living-
stone to Africa instead of China. And the same
Spirit will show each of us his work for missions, if we
seek His guidance.

Prove from Scripture—7That the scriptures are a
means o salvation.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 9. What s the work
of creation? A. The work of, creation is, God's
making all things of notbing, by the word of his
power, in the spece of gix days, and all very good.
Qucs. 10. How did God crealc man ® A. God created
man male, and female, after his own image, in know-
ledge, righteousness, and holi with domini
over the creatures.

The Question on Missions—10. Do many of the
paticnts become Christians ?  Of the outdoor patients,
who come and go away the same day, not very
many are reached ; but of the patients who stay n
the hospital for some time, many become Christians,
Qur first convert in Honan was a patient cured of
blindness,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How was the meeting of Philip und the cunuch brought about 2. .. vvveveriniieiiiieniieennans
2. About what was the cunuch perplexed 2. .. voveiiiiriiiians [ Ceeveeesonatesnsonnas

3. How did he show that he believed in Jesus ? .
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Lesson XI. ZENEAS AND DORCAS March 14, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The story of the conversion of Saul {(ch. 9: 1-30), the fierce persecutor
of the early church (ch. 8: 3), is passed over, to be taken up in Lessons III. and IV. of the Second Quarter.

. i

GOLDER TEXT And Peter said unto him, /Eneas,, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole. arise, and make thy bed.
And he arose immediately.—Acts g: 34.

Memorize vs. 40, 41.

31 ! Then hal the churches rest throughout all
Juda’a and Galilee amd Samar‘ia, 2and were edi-
fied ; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in
the comfort of the lloly Ghost, 3 were mulurlwd.

And it came to puss, as Pe’ter $ passed through-
out all $quarters, he came down also to the saints
which dwelt. at Lyd-da.

33 And there he found a certain man named
LEue’ay, which Lad hept his bed cight yecars, © and
was sick of the palsy.

34 And Pe’ter said unto him, ‘Ene‘as, Je’sus Christ
7 maketh thee whole : anse, and imahe . thy bed.
And She arose imimediately.

35 And all that dwelt at Tg'd'da and 9Sar‘on
saw him, and turned to the Lord.

36 Now_ there wag at Jop‘pa a certain disciple
natned Tub’itha, which by interpretation is called
Dor‘cas : this woman was full of good works and
almsdeeds which she did.

37 And it came to paxs in those days, that she
10 wwps sick, and died : M whom when they had

Revised Version—! So the church thmughout,
ho was palsicd; " healeth theo; Sstraightway he arose;

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 9: 31-43.

washed, " they lail her in an upper chamber.

38 And Wfurasmuch as Lyd’da was nigh to
Jop’pa, B and the disciples had heard that Ie‘ter
was there, & they sent unto him two men, desiring
hem that he woudld not deday to come to them,

39 % Then Pe’ter arose¢ and went with them.
18When he was come, they brought him into the
upper chumber . and all the widuws stuod by him
weepiug, a.d shewiug the cuats aul gartnents whick
Dor‘cas made, while she was with them.,

40 But Pe’ter put them all forth, and knecled
down, and mayed ; and turmng 39 kun to the body
20s5atd, Tab’itha, arise.  And she opened her eyes:
and when she saw Pe‘ter, she sat up.

41 _And he gave her kis hand, and 2 lifted her up,
and =2 when he had called the saints and widows,
2 presented her alive. -

42 And it B wag known throughout all Jop’pa;

and many believed #in the Lord. .
43 And it came tu pass, that he 3 tarried many

days in Jop’pa with one Si‘non a tanner.
2had peace, being edified; 3 was; 4 went; S parts; © for
Yin Sharon; 19 fell sick; ¥ and wacn; 2 her; 35 Omat for-

asmuch I‘ Hanto; ¥the disciples, hearing; 6 sent two men unto him, intreating him, Delay not to come on unte us;

17 Agd Peter;

poor, Deut. 15: 7-11.
—*"Unto Me", Matt. 25 : 31-40.

13And when; 1 Omit him; he; 2 raised; *calling the saints; Zbecame; 3V on; 3 abode.
Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Eneas and Dorcas, Acts 9 : 31-43.

T.,—Care for the

\W.—Helper of the poor, Job 23 : 1-13. Th.—Rich in good works, 1 Tim. 6: 9-19.
S.~—DBurden b2aring, Gal. 6 : 1-10. S.—Carist’s example, 2 Cor. S : 1-0.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

JOPPA, FROM THE SHORE

1. PeETER AND ENEAS.—31. The church (Rev,
Ver.) ; the whole body of Christian believers, made up
of various congregations. Hadrest ; partly because
Paul, their chief persecutor had been converted (see
Between the Lessons,) and partly because the Jews
bad to use all their cnergy in resisting the order of
Caligulsa, the Roman Emperor, to have his statue set
up in the temple at Jerusalem. Jud®a and Galilee
and Samaria ; the three provinees of Palestine : the
gospel bad spread over the whole land. Edified ;
built up in faith and Christian virtues (compare
I1Cor.8:1; 14:45; 1 Thess.5: 11.) Walking ; a
common cxpression for daily life and conduct. In
the fear of the Lord ; ruled by a loving reverence
for"Christ and His will. Comfort of the Holy
Ghost ; strengthened and cheered by His power.
Were multiplied ; increased in numbers.

32-35. Peter went throughout all parts; like
the commander of an army inspecting the ranks,
to sce that cverything was in good order. To the
saints ; holy persons, a common name for the early
Christians (sce 1 Pet. 1:15). At Lydda ; a town
twenty miles northwest of Jerusalem in the Plain
of Sharon. A certain man named Zneas; pro-
bably a Greek-speaking Jew, whether a belicver or
not, we cannot tell. Xept his bed eight years.
Clearly, therefore, he was incurable by human power.
Sick of the palsy; a helpless paralytic. Peter
said. . Jesus Christ healeth thee (Rev.Ver.). It
is still the Master who is workiog, though it is the
disciple who is heard and scen. Arise, and make
thy bed ; spread out thy slecping mat (used by the
poor). Others had lorg doue this for him, now he
was to do it for himsclf. Arose immediately ;
proving that he was completely healed. In Shayon
(Rev. Ver.) ; a beautiful and fertile plain stretching
for fifty miles along the Mediterranean, from Joppa
to Mount Carmel.

II. PETER AND DORCAS, —36-88. At Joppa; the
seaport of Jerusalem, thirty-five miles distant, now
calied Jafia. A certain disciple named Tabitha ;
meaning * antelope™ or “gazelle”. By interpre-
tation . . Dorcas; the Greek translation of her name.
Full of good works ; entirely occupicd with them.
Almsdeeds ; kindnesses to the poor. Died. . lajd
her in an upper chamber ; instead of burying her
at once. Perhaps they hoped that the power of Jesus
might bring her back to life.  Lydda was nigh to
Joppa ; only ninc miles distant. Heard . . Peter
was there, . sent . . desiring him _ . to come; asif
they had said, ** We have heard what mighty works
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Jesus has done by thy hands; come and help us,
for we are in great need”.

39-41, Peter arose and went ; doubtless know-
ing by the Holy Spirit, that it would please God, if he
should do sumething to help the people at Juppa.
Upper chamber, . widows stood by ; helpers of
Dorcas in her good works. Weeping., It is the
house of Jairus over again (Mark 5 . 35-43), only with
real mourners, instead of hired ones. Coats and
garments ., ., Dorcas made, They place her good
deeds far above their own. Peter put them all
forth. prayed.. said, Tabitha arise. Peter, in
raising Tabitha, cupies his Master’s actions in raising
Jairus' daughter. The only difference is that Peter
prayed, while Jesus did not. The Master's power was
His own, that of the disciple must be got from
Him,

42, 43. Known., many believed in theXLord ;
whose power had been so wonderfully shown. Tar-
ried . . with one Simon a tanher ; a proof that
DPeter's Jewish prejudices were giving way: a tan-
ner’s trade was held to be disgraceful amongst the
Jews.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Between Mount Carmel
and Joppa, and extending
back from the sea coast to
the hills of Samaris, is the
fertile plain of SHARON or
Saroxn. Itslength is about
50 miles, and its breadth
9 or’10. Itisnotflat, but
agrecably undulated, with
here and there groves of
'l eak, and with excellent

pasturage, except that in

places thorns and thistles

are somewhat too abund-
.ant. Among its flowers,

lilies and anemones are
prominent. LTppa %asa village of considerable size
at the southern extromity of the plain of Sharon and
not far from Joppa. :

LESSON QUESTIONS
What story is passed over between the Lessons X,
and XI. ?
81 What were the three provinces of Palestine ?
How far had the gospel spread over thisland 2 Why

had- the persecution of the church ceased ? Explain
‘' edified”. Through whose power did the church
grow ? Where does Paul pray that Christians may
bo strengthened by the Spirit 7 (Eph. 3: 16.)

32-85 What tour did Peter make ?  To what place
did he come ? Who was sick here ? What was his
discase ? What did Peter say to him ? What effect
bad his words ? How widely did this miracle become
known ? Whero do we read of ** the rose of Sharon'?

86-38 Where was Joppa ? What disciple lived
here ? What happened to her 2 Who was sent for ?
Why ?

89-43 Whom did Peter copy in raising Dorcas ?
What did he do that Jesus'did not do? What was
the reason ? \What effoct had the raising of Dorcas ?
At whose house did Peter stay in Joppa ?  What does
this show ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Miracles in the Acts,
2, Notable women in the early church.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

To the great, generous sun, shining in the heavens
and sending his blessed rays down upon the earth, is
due all the life on our planet. Plants, animals, and
men live by his unfailing bounty. And so from Jesus
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, comes the life of the
soul and all power for holy and useful service. Filled
with the joyful energy that comes from Him, each
of us should become & centre of blessing.

** For the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake
Do sll the good you can,
To all the people you can,
In all the ways you can,
As long as ever you can.”

Prove from Scripture—That Jcsus saves com-
pletely. .

Shorter Catechism—Qucs. 11. What are God's
works of providence? A. God’s works of providence
are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving
‘and governing all his creatures, and all their actiona.

The Question on Misstons—11. What special
need is there of women doctors in Honan? In
Honan, as in other Eastern countries, women come
much more readily to 2 woman doctor than to a man.
Women, 00, are allowed to enter many homes where
young women and girls are kept secluded.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Why did the persecution of thc} church cease 2. «.veevvencviannnenn.n .

2. Show that Eneas was incurable by human power. How did he prove that he was healed by Peter ?..

3.  What muracle of our Lord's did Peter's rmsing of Dorcas resemble 2 What difference was there 2. .
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Lesson XII.

heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Iesson Plan, as given below,

Quarterly Review—UFirst Quarter

REVIEW
TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW-—Read over each Lesson carefully, and see that you know

March 21, 1909

Review Ques. 9-11, Shorter Catechism,

(As the Quarterly Review comes one Sabbath in advance this Quarter, the Review of the Supplemental
Lessons will be given with Lesson XIIIL for next Sabbath.)

GOLDEN TEXT —They that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the wotd. —Acts 8: 4.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B,R.A.)—M.—The ascension of our Lord, Acts 1:

descent of the Holy Spi

rit, Acts 2 ; 1-21,

W.—The beginning of the Christian church, Acts 2 : 22-47.
The trial of Peter and John, Acts 4 : 1-22. F.—The apostles imnprisoned, Acts 5: 17-33.

Samaria, Acts 8: 4-25. 8.—Philip and the Ethiopian, Acts 8: 26-40.
Prove from Scripture—7That God overrules evil for good.

The Quettion on Migsiong—12, What new hospital work should be begun ? OQur hospitals should
each have at least two doctors ; better wards should be built, and nurses should be trained ; schools should
be built for the blind and for the deaf and dumb, and an asylum for the insane.

1-14. T.—The
Th.—

S.—The gospel in

Review CuarT—TFirst Quarter

STUDIES IN THE ACTS

LessoN TrrLe

GovrpeN Tax-r

LessoN Pran

I.—Acts 1:1-11,

IL.—Acts 2 : 1-11.

IIL—Acts 2 : 3242,

IV.—Acts 3: 1-16.

V.—Acts 4 : 5-20.

VI—Acts4:32t0 5:11

VIL—Acts 5: 17-32,

[The Ascension of our Lord,

The Descent of the Holy
pirit.

[The Beginnings of the
Christian Church.

IThe Lame Man Healed.

[The Trial of Peter and
John.

True and False Brother-
hood.

[The Apostles Iinprisoned.

Q4 arnh

the First Chrisd

VIII—Acts 6: 8-15;
7:54108:3,
IX.—Acts 8: 14-25,
X.—Acts 8 : 26-38.
XI—Acts 9:31-43.

.

XIIL—Prov. 23:29-
35.

tian Martyr.
ITho Goepel in Samaria.

Philip and the Ethiopian.
Encas an Dorcas.

[Temperance Lesson,

It came to pass, while he
Ilessed them.—Luke 24:

[ will pray the Father, and
he will give you another
wmforter ~—John 14:

They conunucd steadfast
ly in aPmam' doc]
trine and ellowship.—]
Acts 2

His name through faith
m his name.—Acts 3:

They were 2ll filled with!
&hc {'Ioly Ghost.—Acts]

Lying lips are abomina
filé)n to the Lord.—Prov.

Blcssed are they which are
persecuted.—Matt. 5 ¢

They stoned Stephen, call]
_z]ngsgupon God.—Acts,

The. people with one ac-
goné gave heed.—Acts|

[Search the scnptums—
John 5

And Peter said unto hlm
ZEneas, —.\cLs 9:

At the last it blteth like a

1. The Lord's promise. 2. The
Lord's commission. 3. The
Lord’s departure.

1. The Spirit-filled disciples. 2.
The astonished multitudes,

1. The Christ exalted. 2. Multi-
tudes saved. The believ-

ers built up.

1. The cure. 2. The crowds. 3.
The sermon.

1. Peter's testimony. The rul-
ers’ threat, 3. "‘he apostles’
answer,

1. Love. 2. Falsehood.

1, The imprisonment, 2. The
deliverance. 3. The exam-
ination, 4. The dcfcncc

1. Stephen ax:cuscd 2. Stephen
éndsrty Stephen mourn-

1. Simon's request. 2. Peter's
‘rebuke.

1. A command. 2. A conversa-
tion. 3. A conversiun.

L Peter and [Eneas. 2. Peterand
Dorcas.

1. The dmnkmd’s photograph.

serpent,—Prov, : 2. The drunkard's warning.
3. The drunkard’s sufferings.
4. The drunkard’s bondage.
Going Forth to War

** The Son of God goes forth to war'’, we sing in the splendid Hymn 250, Book of Praise, and the Lessons
for the Quarter tell us how the fight began.

The Leader— we know Him well —appears in Lesson L., giving the marching orders.  This done, He ascends
to heaven, not that He is to forsake His followeis, but that He may the more surely lead them on to victory.
Lesson II. tells us of the power that is to win, the might of tho blessed Holy Spirit.

And then the little army goes marching out, adding thousands to its number in a single das; (Lesson IIL),

bringing the blessirg of hraling and strength to helpless victins of diseaso and even death (Lesson IV. and VIL),
its soldicrs standing loyally by one another (Lesson VI.), ready to suffer death rather than prove unfaithful
(Lesson VITI.), extending its conquests far and wide (Lessons IX. and X.).
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This leaf, with Record of Study, Offerings, and Attendance on page 32, may, if so desired, ba detaehed
gmt\l“;m(:::ied iln to Hc:mc Depar;,glent, Vnsut[:':r or Superintendent by Members of the Home DEPARTMENT.]

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

L

I

IIL

Iv.

V.

VI

VI

VIIL

X

Why were the disciples commanded to wait at Jerusalem for the coming of
the Holy Spirit ?

By what signs was the coming of the Spirit accompanied ?
What was the result of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost ?

In the healing of the lame man at the Beautiful Gate, what part had Peter ?
The man himself ? The Lord ?

What did the Sanhedrin command Peter and John not to do ?  Why did
they refuse to obey this command ?

How did the early Christians show their love for one another ?

In what way were the apostles released from prison ?

What prayer did the dying Stephen offer for hix;)sclf ? For his foes ?
For what purpose did Simon Magus seek the gift of the Holy Ghost ?

How was the meeting brought about between Philip and the Ethiopian
cunuch, and what was its result ?

On what account was Dorcas so highly esteemed in Joppa ?
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Lesson XIII.

Temperance Lesson

REVIEW, SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS

March 28, 1909

TO MAKE READY FOR THE BEVIEW —Ravise your Supplomontal Bible Work, Soripture Memory
Passages, Shorter Catechism (Questions 1 tw 11), and the Question on Missions for the Quarter.

TEMPERANCE LESSON

LESSON SETTING—Solomon, the thurd king of Israel, who succeeded David about B. C. 970 and
reigned until about B. C. 930, was famed far and near for his wisdom. He gathered together a large number

of proverbs, that is, short, pointed sayings relating to human life and character.

Many of these were written

by Solomon himself. His collection of proverbs, along with some others, make up the Book of Proverbs, from

which the Lesson for to-day is taken.

It gives a true and vivid description of the evil effects of strong drink,

which show it to be one of the worst foes of the human race.
GOLDEN TEXT—At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.—Proverbs 23: 32.
Memorize vs. 29, 30. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Prov. 23 : 29-35.

29 Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? who hath
contentions ? who hath } babbling 2 who  hath
wounds without cause ? who hath reduess of eyes ?

30 They that tarry lung at the wine; they that
go to seek ?mixed wine. .

31 Tonk not thou upon the wine when it is red,
when it giveth 3his colour in the cup, when 1t 4 mo-
veth itself aright. . 5

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder.

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange *women,
and thine heart shall utter % perverse thungs.

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he thau licth dowu in
the mudst, of the sea, ur us he that lieth upon the
top of a mast,

33 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and
was not 7 sick; they have beaten me, and
felt 3¢ not : when shall I awake ? 1 will seek it yet

again. .

Revised Version—!complaining; 2out; 3its; ¢ goeth down smoothly; 5things; ¢ froward: 7 hurt.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Temperance Lesson, Prov. 23: 29-35.
W.—~—A source of woe, Isa. 5 : 11-24,
S.—Shut out ! Gal. 5: 13-23.

to poverty, Prov. 23 : 15-25.
F.—Avoid bad company | Matt. 24 : 42-51.
51 6-20.

T.—The way
Th,~—Drink and defeat, 1 Xgs. 20 : 13-21,
8.—~Works of darkness, Eph.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

TrE DRUNEARD'S PHOTOGRAPH.—Look at the
photograph of the drunkard, from life, feature by féa-
ture, in vs. 29, 30. He is full of pains, so that he cries
out, “Oh 1" (woe) and *“Alas 1" (sorrow), Some of
his pains are in his body, for everybody knows that
drink makes those who use it sick and miserable. But
far worse are the pains in the mind of the.drunkard.
He is tormented by the thought of what a fool he has
been, to waste his time and morey and strength onthe
abominable stuff that is destroying him, body and
soul.

The drunkard is a quarrelsome man (contentions),
for the fiery drink goes to his brain, and robs him of all
control of his temper. He is ready straight off to
speak the hot word and strike the hasty blow, and
often he gets back what he gives.

One frequently hears complaining (Rev. Ver. for
“babbling”) from the drunkard’s lips. He has not
enough food, his clothes are poor and ragged, his house
is often without a firc in the winter, because he has
spont all his money on drink. He cannot get work,
for no employer can depend upon him ; and he loses
the respect of all about him;—no wonder the
drunkard complains,

The drunkard hath wounds, and not honorable
wounds, either, such as men receive in fighting for
their country, but hurts and bruises resulting from
brawls, when the wine was in and the wit was out.
“ Darkness of oyes” (Rev. Ver. Margin for redness
of eyes) is another of the drunkard’s troubles.  Dis-
sipation robs him of his keen eyesight, and makes
him unfit for work.

And the drunkard looks like this photograph be-
cause he will tarry long at the wine and go to
seekk mixed wine, He has the cure in his own

hands. It isto turn hisback on the accursed drink,
never to usg it again.

Trae DRUNEARD’S WARNING —Manya warning
bell is ringingin the drunkard’s ears to keep him from
shipwreck through drink. These bells are ever say-
ing to him, Look not thou upon the wine, v. 31.
History tells him of ruin that drink has brought to
nations and to individuals. Science tells of the harm
that drink does to the body. Law passes sentence
on the multitude of crimes caused by drink. Exper-
ience declares in its loudest tones, that drink is the
source of untold suffering and misery. If the drunk-
ard would be saved, or if we would be kept from be-
coming drunkards, these warning bells must be
heeded.

Tae DRUNKARD’S SUFFERINGS,—The drunk-
ard's sufferings are terrible, and they are sure to come
upon him, unless he gives up hisdrink. V.32 of the
Lesson Passage likens these sufferings to the bite of
a serpent or the sting of an adder. As these ven-
omous creatures lurk in some secret place and dart
out on the unwary passer-by, so does drink pour its
worst poisen into the very blood of its victim. There
is another picture of the drunkard’s suiferings in v.
33. He secs strange things (Rev. Ver.)). He is
sometimes scized by delirium tremens, in which he
beholds visions of all sorts of hosrible creatures ready
to take hold of him.

TaE DRUNKARD’S BONDAGE.—Thedrunkard is
a slave, and drink is his master, and a cruel master at
that. It makes its poor victim do all sorts of foolish
and perilous things. Under its influence he is like
one who lleth down in ., the sex, or upon the
top of a mast (v. 34), as if these places were a bed.
Foolhardy thiags ta do, surely, are these, hut not more
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risky than many of the things that drurkards actually
do. 8o completely is the drunkard in bondage to
drink, that when he lias been beaten during a carousal,
he makes light of it, saying, I was not hurt (Rev.
Ver. for “sick”), I felt 1t not (v. 35), and when he
awakes from his drunken sleep, he says, I will seek
it yet again, This is what we are in danger of be-
coming, if we begin to use strong drink,—its willing
slave. If we would be free, we must be total abstain-
ers.
LESSON QUESTIONS

29, 30 What is the cffect of drink upon the drunk-
ard’s body ? What is the effect upon his mind ?
Mention the four features in the drunkard’s photo-
graph ? What is the cure for his sad condition ?
Show that drunkenness shuts out from heaven.
(1 Cor. 6: 10.) Where does Paul class drunkenness
amongst the works of darkness? What does he bid
us do with these works ? What would he have us
puton ? (Rom 13: 13, 14.)

81 From what four sources does the drunkard
receive warnings ? What do these warnings bid him
pot to do? What happens to those who despise
warnings ? (Prov. 20: 1) Find a warning which
Jesus gave against drunkenness, (Matt. 24 : 48-50.)

32, 33 To what are the drunkurd’s sufferings
likened ? With what horrible discase is he some-
times seized ? What visions does he then behold ?

84, 35 What kind of things does drink make its
slaves do? What two foolhardy actions are here
described ? Do drunkards do as risky things as
these ?  What does the drunkard say after he has
been beaten during a carousal ? What does he say
he will do again? How alone can we be sure of
avoiding the slavery of drink ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Canada’s drink bill.

2. Drink and crime.

Prove from Scripture~7That we should havc self-
control.

WHY ABSTAIN?
By Rev, John Neil, D.D., Toronto
Five "years ago, & gentleman seventy-nine years
of age slipped, while getting off a street car. He
fell on the hard pavement, and was severely injured.
The writer called on him a few hours afterwards,
and said, * I hope you will soon be all right again .

31

‘“ Oh, yes ", he said, * in a few days 1 will be myself
once more. When I was thirteen years of age, I
gave myself to the Saviour, and He kept me from
forming any habits which would have weakened my
body, and therefore I am strong to-day.”” That
was five years ago, and he is still in perfect health.

When he beeame a Christian, one thing he deter-
mined to do, was not to touch intoxicating liquor
in any form, as a beverage.

1 do not say that all boys and girls thirteen years
of age will live as long as my friend, or be so hale
and hearty, if like him thoy become total abstainers ;
but I do know they will have steadier nerves, a strong-
er heart and a clearer brain, because they abstain.

More than that. This man, during his long life,
has come in contact with many who were weak and
ready to fall. Because he had promised himself
and promised his God, that he would not tamper
with strong drink, he was able to help these; and
many & man who, otherwise, would have been a
wreck, has been saved by his example. 1t is always
easier for us to resist temptation when we are beside
one who has taken his stand on the side of right.

Again, 1T know a home in which there are three
young women and one young man. When little
more than children, they signed a pledge that they
would be total abstainers. Since that time, they '
have been much in society, for they belong to a family
of culture and position. They have kept that piedge,
and have found it easy to keep it ; for when people
find we have given our word, they respect us’ for
keeping it. The mother of these young people gaid
to me not long ago, ** I have no fear of them, My
boy was for a time obliged to leave home and go to a
distant part of the country, where he was exposed
to temptation. I can trust him anywhere, for 1
know he is safoe. He has pledged ‘himself, and he
will not take the first step in the ‘wrong direction 3
there is, therefore, no fear of his taking the second.!’

In these two instances I have cited there are four
reasons why young people should take a firm stand
on the side of temperance :

1. They will have a stronger body and a clearer
brain.

2. They will be safe in the midst of the temp-

" tations which beset the path of all.

3. They will give happiness and assurance to
those who love them.

4, They will be able to give a steadying hand
to those who are in danger of falling.

.FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Mention five features in the drunkard’s photograph. ««euveveeeetiiiiiaeiaiiiiieiniens RFTORERS
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Sv. ANDREW'S COLLEGE

TORONTO

A CANADIAN RESIDENTIAL AND DAY ScHoolL
FOR BOYS

COLLEGE BUILDINGS FROM THE SOUTH
SXTUATED in the beautiful Rosedale district. Upper and Lower School.

Separate Jumnior
Residence. Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College.

|7 SPRING TERM COMMENOES JANUARY 26th, 1909 |

For information, write to

1036 REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D., Principal
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