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Casi Prizes of TEN Donrars and Five
Durrars for the two best Stories for THE
Kiag's Owy, such as willinerease the love of
Luys and girls for God, nature, hoie, coun-
try.  Stories nottv erceed 2000 words i lugth ;
manuseript to be signed by motto, which is
alsu to be endorsed on outside of scaled
civelupe containing name and address of
writer.  Manuscripts to be addressed to Rev.
R. Douglas Fraser, Editor of Tne Kixu’s
Owx, Confederation Building, T‘Z'!runto, and
must be on hand on ordefore September 1st.
The awards to-be annourged in THe Xing's
Owx of Novgmber 3rd. litor reserves
the right tg'use any mén plysent in the
competiti(;z

ofie sees here and
1t the attendance at
Subbath School is declining, seems not to
apply in our Church. The Report for 1899,
lately presentcdfto the General Assembly,
says: ¢“ There are 2,698 ordinary schools
reported, an increase of 260, and 120 Home
Department Schools, a total increase of 380
schools.” Of these schools, 135 sent no
details of attendance, but in the 2,563 schools
which did do so, there are 21,016 officers
and teachers, a gain of 2,025, and 177,698
scholars, a gain of 17,548, Counting the
3,782 in the Home Department Schools we
have a total of 202,496 in attendance, an
increase of 23,353,

The practice of Memorizing is evidently,
also, gaining in favor.  There is an increase
of 27,333 in the number of scholars com-
mitting Scripture tv memory and of 6,630

The st:itement
there, to e

in the number of thouse committing the
Shorter Catechism.  Anything that the
General Assembly can do to encourage mein-
orizing will be well done. The struggle to
find a place for the spiritual in the rush of
our modern life is becoming more’and more
suiere; all the more need, therefore, of
pre-occupying the ground. The words of
Ioly Scripture, and the statements of
Scripture truth which the Catechism con-
tains, once comunitted to memory are a
permanent possession—a silent, but potent
force amidst the drifting currents.

The other side of the story is thdt 639
schools make no mention of the memorizing
of Scripture and 856—one third of the whole
number reporting—no mention of the Cate-
chism. The remedy should not be difficult.
It requires no technical skill to hear
*“verses”’ or the Catechism. A conviction
that it is important, and diligence and faith-
fulness in seeing that the work is done, will
answer the end.

Two Essentials in Teaching
By Rev. James D. Falconer, B.D.

The first of the two is art. 'We are apt to
forget that teaching is an art. Music is the
art of calling forth harmony from the instru-
ment which of itself is voiceless. Sculpture
is the art of bringing out of the cold marble
a perfect image. Teaching is the art of
bringing out of a living nature the harmony
of goodness and the image of a perfect char-
acter.  Agsuch, teaching is the finest of the
arts. The child is of very delicate material,
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like & highly-strang instrument or brittle
marble. The child is at the stage when it
begins to feel the wild joys of living. Now
it ig this living factor in the scholar that gives
interest to our task, We are told that the
cat cannot cab the mouse except she cateh it
alive. The pursuit is the exercise needful
for stimulating the appetite. So it is the
active nature of the pupil—this unexpected
and uncertain element—that gives charm to
the task of teaching. The demand for a
skilled pursuit adds zest to the work.

Some teachers, however, lose much of this
pleasure because they take a mechanical
view of their calling. They find Sabbath
School work a tedium and a drudgery ; all
because they will not look upon the artistic
side of their work. If they would project
more of their brain into the task and exer-
cise their gift of inventiveness and pay out
more of the coin of intelligence, they would
lose this sense of weariness, They would
cease to be artisans and become artists.

Part of the art of teaching is to become
familiar with the child-world and to get an
acquaintance with the habits, aims, pleas-
ures, temptations, hopes, fears, of children ;
and since most of us have forgotten what we
used to like and dislike, we require to make
up for this forgetfulness by means of observ-
ing anew. We need to study our subject in
life-models, associating with children till we
know their ways of thinking and living, and
so get the entree into their world, As a
result of this, we shall be astonished to find
how interesting and intelligent children are.
Their world is a logical oneand full of {resh-
ness. A child's world has no room for the
commonplace. It is only when we get old
that we turn to platitudes. Therefore, in
teaching the young we shall have to avoid the
commonplace. Pray do not ask Frankevery
Sabbath what practical lesson he can draw
from the passage. He probably never did
take to ‘‘drawing lessons.”” Instead of this
formalism, the teacher should cultivate
originality, finding out striking divisions
and illustrations, and so realizing the lesson
of the day that it will live for the ¢hiid and
be an intellectual biograph.

Acquaintance with children will also show
us how religious their world is.

“ Trailing clouds of glory, do we come
From God who is our home:
THeaven lies about us in our infancy !
Chades of the prison-house begin to close
Upon the growing boy.
But he beholds the light and whence it
flows,
He sees it in his joy.
At length the man perceives it die away
And fade into the light of common day.”

How true these lines of Wordsworth are
will become abundantly clear to us as we
study the longings in the child’s mind after
God. We shall discover the seeds of im-
mortal Jove and truth and righteousness
planted in these virgin hearts. To bring
out this best side in their nature, to make
what is possible actual, to develop the image
of God in each child, is the teacher’s duty,
and for the task one essential is the use of
intelligence. We reguire to pause and think
and lay our plans so as to produce the
desired effect. We need art.

The second essential is heart ; and this is
more important still. The first supplies us
with a method, but this furnishes us with
our motive. If it is a fault in the scholar to
learn ““ by heart,” it is most certainly a
virtue in the teacher to teach ‘“by heart.”
One cause of the dearth of resulis in our
schools is the deficiency of enthusiasm and
zeal; for to be half-hearted is to be half-
dead. Paracelsus was the greatest scholar
of his time, being in possession of most of
the knowledge open to men of that age, and
in his lectures he achieved great success by
drawing students from all the countries of
Europe. They admired his skill, and drank
in higinstruction, for a time. But Paracelsus
cared more for his art than for his pupils.
He rejoiced in the brilliancy of his efforts,
and gazed on power till he grew blind. By
degrees his class-room emptied, and this
learned man ended his days amid a cloud of
failure. At his death, he confessed that the
mistake of his life had been that he relied
on art alone without love.



The Land of the Gospels

283

1900]

«In my own heart love had not been made
wise
To trace love's faint beginnings in man-
kind.
To know we hate is bus a mask of love.”

Every teacher will fail who trusts to know-
ledge, and mukes no provision for an all-
absorbing affection. We require to have our
heart kindled at the sacred fire of divine
love, and counstantly to look up to Jesus
Christ, who is the spring of all enduring
power. Man, a teacher needs to pray,
“Create in me g clean heart !’  Dr., Stalker
draws & beautiful illustration of this from
the life of Prof. Tholuck, of Germany, When
he was converted, this famous teacher
decide { that he would strive to influence for
good all the students who came to Halle for
their training. He made himself personally
acquainted with the members of his class,
invited them to walk to his home, and
visited them in theirlodgings. He regularly
spent four hours out of his busy professional
day in this manner. But his reward was
very great, for hundreds of students ac-
knowledged him as their spiritual father.
When a friend asked Tholuck the secret of
his life, he replied, *“ I have but one passion,
and that is Christ.” Thus the secret of this
teacher’s influence was his heart abounding
in love to Christ and all who bore the image
of God. It is the secret of influence for all
of us. Paul said, “I am become all things
to all men . that is, T use art ; he also said,
‘““and this I do for the Gospel’s sake,” and,
‘“the love of Christ constraineth me,” that
is, I put my heart into it.

Truro, Nova Scotia

The Land of the Gospels
By Rev. J. 8. Conning

It is a frequent charge against the teaching
that usually obtains in the Sabbath Schoul
that it is for the most part vague and'
indefinite. In the desire to make the in-
struction distinetly religious, little attention
is given to the study of essential facts. For
lack of this necessary groundwork much of
the teaching fails of its purpose ; it is not

asso. iated in the minds of the scholars with
things actual and familiar,

The lessons of the current year are fromn
the four Gospels. If the facts of Christ’s
lile are to be grasped and retained by the
pupils, some definite instruction must be
given in the geography of Palestine. Geo-
graphy isthe peg upon which we can most
conveniently hang our historical facts. The
reason why so much of our history *falls
in a heap” is because we do not make as
much use as we should of this admirable
help.  Our newspapers, in representing the
events occurring at the seat of war, are
carcful to furnish & map, so that the daily
narrative may be followed intelligently.
There is a similar need in dealing with the
course of events in the life of our Lord.
Every scholar of ten years of age and
upwards ought to be as familiar with the
location of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth,
and Capernaum, as they are with the loca-
tion of Ialifax, Montreal, Toronto, or Winni-
peg. They should be made familiar with the
outline of the land of the Gospels, the posi-
tion of its mountains, streams and seas, and
its political divisions in the time of Jesus.
Ignorance on such matters is inexcusable in
any well-conducted Sabbath School.

In itself Palestine is the most fascinating
of all lands. No country in the world
possesses such remarkable physical features.
Though oniy 140 miles long by about 40
miles wide, its climate embraces every
gradation of temperature from the cold
which crowns Mount: Hernmion with per-
petual snow to tke torrid heat of the Jordan
valley. Asone hassaid: ‘Palestine wears
winter on her head, spring on hershoulders,
summer in her bosom, and the riches of
autumn lie scattered at her feet.”” It is this
wide range of climate that ‘‘sccured that
the revelation which was to go forth from
Palestine to the whole world would embody
a range of natural experiences which would
fit it for all countries and populations; for
its imagery and modes of thonght must
necessarily be colored by its composition
:na land which was, in fact, an epitome of
the habitable world.”
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Tho Dead Sea is not only the most briny,
but also the most depressed body of water
on the glebe, being 1,300 feet below the
level of the Mediterranean, We recognize
the Jordan, or *Descender,” to have been
fittingly named when we remember that in
its turbulent course of only 136 miles, it
falls more than 3,000 feet, The sudden and
severe storms of Galilee are readily under-
stood when we know that i lies 700 fect
below the Mediterrancan, Down itsravines
the winds rush from the higher levels like
air through a funnel, lashing the waters
gpeedily into furious billows. Light is
thus cnst by geography upon the facts of
history.

But our main interest in the Holy Land is
derived from its association with Jesus
Christ our Lord. Its mountains, rivers,
plains and cities are God’s alphabet which
spell out the story of ITis wonderful life,
Bethlehem speaks to us of His incarnation ;
Nazareth, of the silent years of preparation ;
Jordan, of His baptism and divine approval ;
Galilee, of that teaching which has ever
since been the food of the world ; Jerusalem,
of His trial and rejection ; and Calvary, of
that death which is the message of hope to
all mankind, This is what Renan called
“The Fifth Gospel,”” the Gospel according
to Geograph,.

Fortunately, the means for adequate in-
struction in this subject are within the
reach of every teacher,  All the lesson helps
are furnished with carefully prepared maps.
It is better that these should be used for
privato study., In class instruction, there is
nothing so good as a map prepared by the
tencher himself, upon which the places
referred to in the lesson are marked from
Sabbath to Sabluath, aud the journeys of
Jesus ave carefully traced.  For this, neither
artistic talent nor training are necessory ; a
mere outline is quite sufficient for the pur-
pose, A few minutes each day, given to the
study of geography will Iay the foundation
for accurate Bible knowledge, and will
increase buth the interest and profit of the
lesson,

Walkerton, Ont.

Handles

I am o suburbanite—a man of bundles.
One evening I was trudging home with a
particularly awkward parcel. Tho strings
cub into my fingers, When I tried to carry
it in my arms, they at once began to aclhie
from their constrained position.* The bundle
was all angles. It began to tear under my
vicivus shiftings. :

As I was leaving a grocery, after making
some final purchases, the clerk looked pity-
ingly at me.

“That’s quite a load. Don’t you want
me to fix it?”’

“Tix’? is the American’s word of comfort,
and I instantly agreed.

Making my chief foe the basis, the grocer
attached to it all the smaller parceis, passing
a stout cord over and over, and then hooked
into it one of thuse wooden handles that
have done so much to case our lives since
they were invented.

I walked off a new man, It was a much
heavier load, for my purchases there had
been many ; and yet I bore it easily, for I
liad an easy Lold upon it. From shuffling,
my gait became a rapid stride.  From tense
and nervous, my face became placid. Before,
my bundles had blotted out the world ; now,
I actually forgot that I was carrying any-
thing, and fell to planning an essay. It was
all on account of the handle.

And, on the whole, throughout life, there’s
everything in the way youtake hold of what
you have to do. That is why some days go
hitching, rasping, pulling, dragging, from
fretful morn to headachy eve, while other
days, with just the same tasks, are one
delightful scene of easy mastery and smiling
accomplishment. The first day had no
handle, the second had. The first tasks
were grasped by the string, that cut; the
second were fitted with an attachment for
power.

What is the handle for daysand for works?
Ah, you do not need to be told that it is
prayer.—Professor Amos R. Wells, in “Ser-
mons in Stones.”
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Our Publications

Lesson Helps

Tir, TEACHERS MONTHLY—50C. & year ; 5 or more to
one address, 40c. each, .

Enlarged l:y one-fourth; no increase in price.

THE f{om: STUDY QUARTERLY—20c, a year; 56 or
more to one address, 10c. each. Matter increased one
third, by change of type,

Largely used also in the Home Dﬁyarlmeru.

TuR PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With & plcture for each
lesson ; 20¢. yearly ; b or more to one address, 10c. each,

THk HOME STUDY LEAFLET--BC. & year; sent ouly
in fives or multiples of flve.

THE PRIMARY LEAFLRT—8¢. 8 year; sent only in
fives or multiples of five,

Sanyples of above free on application

Illustrated Papers

JEwELS—For the Little- Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single coples, 30c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 20¢. each’; months not broken,

THE KING'S OWN, con\:mulni The Children’s Record
—Every week, instead of monthly as now, and hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 40c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 25¢. each ; months not broken,

Samples of above free on application

Catechisms, etc.

SHORTER CATRCHISN, pet doz., 20¢. ; 100, §1.25.

1 Ogus(;xg%mz CATEOHISN, with proofs, pec doz., 35c.;
, $1.75,

LessoN ScHEME—Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, etc. ; per 100, 50¢c.

PASSAGES FOR MEMORIZING —List of choice connect-
ed and complete Scripture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, 50c.

Other 8. 8. Supplies

CARSON'S PRINARY CATECHISM, per doz., 45C.; per
100, $3.00. COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLLS, 75¢. per
quarter, 82.50 for year, PROVIDENCE LITHO. ROLL,
€3.00, COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS, 2¥c. per
quarter, 10c. for year. Sentonly inlots of 5, 10, 13, ete, ;
no fives broken. 8. 8, CLass REGISTER, Sc. each,
S. S. SECRETARY'S RECORD, 25¢. and 80¢. each. BIBLE
AND PRESBYTERIAN B0oOK OF PRrAISE, Oxford 5
40c. each, PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 8.8,
Edition, 3.00 per hundred ; and ANY OTHER S, S. Sup-
plies that may be required.

Y.P.8.C.E.

Topio CARDS with ¢ Plan of Study,’” $1.00 per hun-
dred. Balance of year, half grice.

BoOKLETS, with * Plan of Study ** and Daily Read-
ings, 81,50 per hundred. Balanceof year, half price.

Special

WO GEMS-BIBLE AND PRESBYTERIAX BOOK OF
PRAISE, complete in one_ volume; from the
famous Oxford press, & perfectly new issue, now

for the first time on the market; Indie paper. The
haundiest possible pocket ¢dition, aud bound in moroe-
co Himp s0 as to last a lifetime. 8ize only 434 in, x 234
in. t w%gléls z‘:)mobout 5 ounces; a besutiful type. Sent
postpaid, 81.50, -

My-CoUNSELLOR—A sweet companion for the Quiet
Hour; from the Oxford press, India paper, pages in
red and black, with readings for every morning and
evening in the year entirely in the language ofScrigturc.
An exquisite book. Sent postpaid on receipt of 75¢.

Nore.~1. It is our rule to discontinue all supplies
at termination of period for which ordered, ¢
inthe case of Standing Orders. Schools are O%ent y
requested to bear this in mind and renew in good time.

2. Orders for less than a year at proportionate rates.

8. Payment should accompany orders in every case.

Appress REV. R, DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LiFE BUILDING, TORONTO

ORDER OF SERVICE: Third Quarter

Opening
1. S1LENCE.

I1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. /
n the ILord

SUPERINTENDENT. Belidve
Jesus Christ, and thot\sh saved.
ScrooL. Fait i works is dead,

being alone.

SUPERINTENDENT.
will of Him that se
work.

My meat is to do the
me, and to finish His

Scuoor. Teach me to do Thy will; for
Thou nrt my God.

ITI. SiNGgiNG.

IV. Praver ; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

V. ReapiNg or LgssoN, in concert or in
alternate verses.
V1. SiNGING,
The Lesson
I. Srupy 1N Crasses. (Let it be entirely

undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions or otherwise.)

II. SineiNG.

ITII. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK,
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Texs and
Heads of Lesson Plan,

Closing

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY’S
LiBRARIAN’S DISTRIBUTIONS.

II. SINGING.

IIT. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SUPERINTENDENT. Be ye doers of the Word,
and not hearers only.

Scroor. To every man his work,

SuPERINTENDENT, Blessed are they that
do His commandments._

Scroor. That they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.

IV. Crosina Hymy or DoxoLoGy.

AND

V. Bexebicrioy or CLOSING PrAYER.
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Bar/-jo’-ne; Bar means “son of’'; a
name applied to Simon Peter, whose father
was Jonah.,

Beth-sa-/i-da Probably Bethsaida Julius,
a town on the north-east shore of the Lake
of Galilee, near the entrance of the river
Jordan,

Owe-sar-e/-a Phil-lip’-1 A city of roman-
tic beauty on the southern slopes of Mount
Hermon, to bo distinguished from Ceesarea
{Acts 8 : 40, ete.) on thesen-coast of Palestine.

Ca-per/-na-um An important town on
the north-west of the Sea of Galilee, sitnated
in a most fertile plain, It was on the com-
mercial highway from Damascus, had a
custom-house and was a military station, It
was the centre of Christ’s Galilean ministry.

El-i’-as The Greck form of Elijah, the
great prophet of Xing Ahab’s time.

Gal’-i-lee The mnorthern province of
Palestine, about the size of Prince Edward
Island, with a population of between one
and three millions, who were engaged in
farming, fishing and mercantile business.
The people were much more frank and open,
but also less learned, than those of Judea.

Greek The language of the educated
classes and of commerce in the cities of
Syria and Asia Minor, ag well as in Greece.
A Greek would be a Gentile who spoke
Greek.

Ha’-des Theabodeof thedead. Origin-
ally guud and bad were supposed to dwell
there in a shadowy existence; but in the
time of our Lord the Jews had come to re-
gard it as a place of punishment.

Her’-od The name given to the royal
family that had rule in Palestine during the
life of Christ and His apostles. The Herod
of these lessons is Antipas, tetrarch of Gali-
lee and Perea under the Romans ; son of
Herod the Great.

James Son of Zcbedee and the elder
brother of John.

Jor/-e-mi-as The Greek form of Jeremiah,
2 prophet, whose words are preserved in the
book bearing his name,

Jer’-i-cho A city of great age in the rich
valley of the Jordan, irom which a busy

ublic road led up through the mountains to
gerusalem. It wason the caravan route to
Arabia and Egypt.

Je-ru’-sa-lem Originally a Jebusite strong-
hold. David made 1t hig capital. Solomon
built the Temple there. There our Lord was
crucified. Jerusalem has been destroyed
cither wholly or partially seventeen times.

John Son of Zebedee and vounger
brother of James.

John the Baptist Son of Jacharias and
Elizabeth ; the forerunner of our Lord.

Ju-de’-a  Southern province of Palestine,
with Jerusalem as capital. A mountainous
country, inhabited in the uplands by shep-
herds. Its towns, and especially Jerusalem,
were filled with scholars and teachers, but it
was not, iike Galilee, of commercial import-
ance.

Leo’-vites In the time of our Lord an
inferior order of priests who had duties in
the Temple services,

Mo’-ses The great deliverer and law-
giver of Isracl; died on Mt. Nebo.

Pe’-ter Son of Jonah and brother of
Andrew. The apostle of impulse and hope.
'llzgedﬁrst to confess and the first to deny ﬁis

rd.

Phar’/-i-sees Separatists, A Jewish sect
zealous for outward forms, but bigoted and
often of unholy lives.

Phil’-ip Son of Herod the Great and
brother of Antipas, ruler of the country to
the north and cast of Galilee.

Rabbi Hebrew word . neaning ‘‘teacher’ ;
used as & title of respect.

Sa-mar/-i-tan  An inhabitant of Samaria,
the province between Galilee and Judea.
The Samaritans were half-pagan and holf-
Jewish, and their cities had been much
under the influence of Greek and Roman
invaders. A rich and prosperous country,
but with an inferior class of people, who
were despised by the Jews. They acceLted
only the Pentateuch, and built a rival temple
nt Mount Gerizim,

gScribes A class of learned men, nsually
belonging to the Pharisees; authorities on
the law.

8i’-don A city of Pheenicia. (See Tyre.)

8i-lo’-am A pool in Jerusalem at the
foot of Mount Moriah. The name ineans
‘“arush,” as, for example, of water.

Son of Man The favorite titie used by
Jesus of Himse!f to denote that He was the
Head of the Kingdom of Humanity.,

Sy/-ro-pho-ni-cian i.c., a ¥ i:enician be-
longing to Syria. The Phcenicians were a
very ancient people, who traded to distant
lands. Their chief home was on the coast
of Syria, bordering on the Red Sea.

Ti-be’-ri-as An important city on the
west of the Sea of Galilee, very wealthy and
beautiful, the capital of Herod Antipas.
The Sea of Galilee was also called Lake of
Tiberias.

Tyre A city of Pheenicia -on sea coast
beyond the northern border of Palestine,
and neighbor to Sidon. Tyre and Sidon
were busy and rich commercial cities, and,
like Capernaum and Jerusalem, met fearful

slamities for their sins,
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Studies in the Life of Jesus
LEssoN CALENDAR : THIRD QUARTER
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Aungust 26 ...

10. September 2...............The Seventy Sent Forth.

Julyl.....................Jesus Walking on the Sea.
July 8........cviovvi... . Josus the Bread of Life.
July15........ovevvv oot . The Gentile Woman’s Faith,
July 22....................Peter's Confession and Christ’s Rebuke.
July 29............... ....The Transfiguration.
Augustb ..................Jesus and the Children,
. August 12.................The Forgiving Spirit. Matt. 18 : 21-35.
August 19 .................The Man Born Blind. John9:1-17,
vevee....Jesug the Good Shepherd. John 10 :1-16,

Matt. 14 ; 22-33.

John 6 : 22-40,

Marlk 7 : 24-30.

Matt. 16 : 13-26.
Luke 9 : 28-36.

Matt, 18: 1-14,

Luke 10 : 1-11; 17-20,

11. September 9...............The Good Samaritan. ZLuke 10 : 25-37.

12. September 16 ..... ........The Rich Fool.

Luke 12, 13-23.

13. September 23..............The Duty of Watchfulness. Luke 12 : 35-46.

14. September 30..............REVIFW.
Lessoxy VI

JESUS AND THE CEILDREN

August 5, 1900

Matt. 18: 1-14, Commit to memory vs. 12-14. Read Matt. 17 : 22-27. Compare Mark 9: 33-50.

1 1.1t the same time came the diseiples unto Je sus,
inying. qﬂ Who s the greatest in the kingdom of

heaven ?

2 And Je'sus called a little child unto him, and set
him in the midst of them,

3 And sald, Verily I say unto you, Except ye 3be
converted, and become as little children, y¢ shall
4not enter into the kingdom of heaven,

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
Httle child, the same is dgreatest in the kingdom of

eaven,

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in
my name receiveth me,

6 But whoso ghall 6offend one of these little ones
which believe 7in me, it 8 were better for him that a
9millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he
10were drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 Woe unto the world "because of offences! for it
must needs be that 13offences come: but woe to that
man 13by whom the offence cometh !

8 14 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot 16 offend thee,
cut16them off, and cast 16 them from thee : it is 17 better
for thee to enter into lifc 13halt or maimed, rather

than having two hands or two fect to be cast into
l9evcrlnstinx:’ﬂre.

9 And if thine eye15offend thee, pluck it out and
east i from thee: it is17becter for thee to enter into
life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into 20 hell fire,

10 21 Take heed that ye despise not one of these
little ones; for I say unto you, That in _heaven their
angels do ulways behold the face of my Father which
is In heaven.

11 For the Son of man is come to save that which
was lost.

12 How think ye? if & man have an hundred sheep,
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave
the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains,
‘and seeketh that which 231s gone astray ?

13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto
you, he rejoiceth 23more of that sheep, than uf the
ninety and ninc which 24 went not astray.

14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which
is iinlhca.ven, that one of these little ones should
perish.

Reviged Version — In that hour; 21Who then is greatest ; 3Turn; 4In no wise: 6 The; 6 Cause .... to
stumble; 7On; 8]s profitable; 9Great; 10Should be sunk; 1 Qceasionsof stumbling; 12The aceasions;

13Through ; 14 And ; 16 Causeth thee to stumble ; 161t ;

11Good ; 18 Maimed or halt; 19 The eternal ; 29The hell

of fire; Margin, Greek, Gehenna of fire; 21 See; 32 Gueth ; 230ver it more than over; 24 Have not gone.

DAILY READINGS

M.—Matt. 18:1-14. Jesus and the
children,
T.—Mark 9: 3342, The searching
question.
W.—Natt. 20 : 20-28. Ambitionre-
uked.,
Th.—Prov. 16 : 16-253. The humble

spirit.
F.—1 Peter 5:1:7. Clothed with
humility.

S.—Phil. 2 ;: 1-8. Lowliness of

mind.
S.~Mark 10:13-16. The children’s
blessing.

tthe L
disciples from the Mot
Jesug healed a lunatic

1 10Ts Tefurh ot}xe‘

t of Transfiguration,
1d, and on His way

TIME AND PLACE

Same year, A.D. 29, and notlong
after the Transtiguration. Caper-
naum (Matt. 17 : 24), and probably
Simon Peter's house (v.25). Jesus
and His diseiples had come back
again from their northern journey.
CATECHISM,

Q. 83. What isjustificationt

A. Justification isan actof God's
free grace, wherein He pardoneth
all o sing, and accepteth us as
righteous in His sif:ht, only for the
righteousness of Christ imputed to
us, and received by faith alone.

disciples. (W

GOLDEN TEXT

*Suffor the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them
not ; for ofsuch is the kingdom of
God.” Mark1O0: 14.

LESSON PLAN
CHILDREN AND THE CHILD-LIKE
I, The Groatest, 1-4.

IX. The Safest, 5-10.
III. The Dearest, 11-14,

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise—339; 11 (Ps.Sel.);
580 ; 522; 591,

AN r&dict’e\f&s 'dcut.h to lis
: 14-23.) ThLey show how little
they understaod His words by their discus-
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gion as to which of them should hold the
highest office in His kingdom. (Mark 9:
33, 34.) Arriving at Capernaum, He paid
the temple tax (Matt. 17 : 24-27), and then

Journeys of Jesus
TFrom Cresarea Philippi to_Capernaum.—Lesso

1 ns
&'I.. VII. (2) To Jerusalem,—Lessons VIII., IX. (3)
Return to Galilee,—Lesson X. (4) On_the way to
Jerusalem dhrough Peraea,—Lessons XIL, XIiI
Peloubet's Notes,

gave the disciples a much-needed lesson in

humility, which we study to-day. (See
““Tine and Place” above.)
I. The Greatest, 1-4.

V. 1. In that hour (Rev. Ver.). A quiet

moment has come for a lesson that the dis-
ciples much need. Cuame the disciples unto
Jesus.  Jeuus had just questioned them as to
their discussion by the way. (Mark9: 33.)
TFho then s greatest (Rev, Ver.)? They had
been sharply disputing as to which of them
should have the best office in the earthly
kingdom which they expected Him to found.
Perhaps, as Professor Bruce thinks, the
address to Peter (16: 18, 19) and the selec

tion of the three (17 : 1) may have brought
the question to the front.

Vs. 2, 8. Jesus called a little child ; that e
might give the disciples an object lesson.
An idle tradition makes this child the future
martyr Ignatius. Except ye be converted,
which literally means to turn and face in
the opposite direction. Turning their backs
upon vanity and earthiy ambition, and fac-
ing in thedirection of lowlinessand humility,
they were to become as little childien in spirit
—trustful, humble, docile and unselfish.
Ye shall not enfer inta; to say nothing of
being great there. The kingdom of heaven.
Christ’s rule in the hearts of His people is
incompatible with self-sufficiency and pride.
(Luke14: 11; Ps. 34:18) “

V. 4. Whosoever therefore shall humble him-
self » by subduing all of self and pride and
unhallowed ambition. The greatest in the
kingdom ; for after the fashion of such
forgetfulness of self was the ‘‘meck and
lowly Jesus.” (Phil. 2: 7-9))

II. The Safest, 5-10.

V. 5. And whosoever shall receive; in kind-
nessandlove. Oresucl litlle child ; esteeming
them and those like them as fellow-disciples
in spite of their insignificance. In myname;
out of sympathy and loyal respect for Me.
Receiveth me. To appreciate the childlike
spirit and to ““receive’’ the childlike is to
appreciate and receive the Christ.

V. 6. But whosoever shall offend ; literally,
cause to stumble or lead astray. One of thesc
little on-s ; not simply little ehildren, but all
of whom a child is the emblem, all the
insignificant ones. A4 millstone. The refer-
ence is not to one turned by hand (Luke 17:
85), but by an ass, and so very heavy.
About his neck; to make escape impossible.
Sunk in the depths of the sea (Rev. Ver.); a
punishment swift and terrible, showing how
awful it is to lead another, and especially
the feeble, into sin.

V. 7. Woe unto the world; a lamentation
at the thought of the miseries that come
through unbridled passions. Because of of-
Sences; *“ Occasions of stumbling,” (Rev.

Ver.) placed by one in the way of another.
It must needs be. Temptations in life are



1900)

Jesus and the Children

289

unavoidable. But woeto that man who isguilty
of deliberately leading another into sin.

Vs 8,9. If thy hand or thy foot offend. The
reference is to earthly objects such as plea-
sures, possessions, honors, ete., which are as
Jear to us as hand or foot bat which tempt
and lead us into sin. Cut them off; as a
diseased m. mber. Get rid of them at any
cost of pain and sacrifice. Better for thee,
better to sacrifice the things that cause us to
s<in than to enjoy them here and miss eternal
life. Verse 9 repeats the same thought for
greater emphasis. Hell fire; literally ¢ Ge-
Lenna of fire."” Gehenna wasa valley south
of Jerusalem where the refuse of the city
was always burning. It was a symbol of
the torment of the lost.

1. The Dearest, 11-14.

Vs. 10, 11. Take heed; returning to the
thought of v. 6. Despise not ; treat not with
harshness and contempt. One of these little
ones; see notes on v. 6. Their angels; not
their spirits after death, but the angels who
have been given charge over them. (Ds.
34:7; Heb.1:14.) There is neither here
nor elsewhere in Scripture any authority for
praying to angels, but perhaps the words
imply that the Father specially cares for them
throughthe ministrations of angelsand vther-
derine~, Leave the mninely and nire; not
wise. Behold the face of my Father ; having

n the kingdom of heaven ?
v. 1. The kiijgdom of heaven is not like
the kingdoms‘of eurth. Many of the laws
which rule in the kingdoms of earth are]
reversed in the kingdom of heaven. In the
affairs of earth, the men who come to places
of greatness are commonly men who seek
these places, who make the attainment of
greatness the object of their lives and seek
this with their whole heart. In Christ’s
kingdom, it is quite different. Here, if a
man seeks greatness he will never get it;
indeed, if he is controlled by the spirit
which seeks greatness for oneself, he will
not even get into the kingdom. This is a
trath of which many are ignorant and we
see people trying to carry with them into

APPLICATION

free, personal access to Him. The figure is
that of an Oriental court, where only the
favored ones were allowed to see the king.
(1 XKings 10:8.) For; auother reason why
they should not be despised. The Son of
man,; a favorite title applicd by Christ to
Himself, denoting His closeness to human-
ity. To save that which was lost; mankind
that had sinned and gone astray. This verse
is omitted in the Rev. Ver., but is found in
Yuke 19 : 10.

V. 12. How think ye? By a parable He
would illustrate God’s special care for the
erring.  If @ man have an hundred sheep. The
sheep is'the most helpless of animals, and
represents man in his weak and sinful wan-
because he loves them less, but the wanderer
needs the shepherd most.

Vs. 13, 14. He rejoiccth more; again, not
because he cares for it more than for the
others, bubt because he has saved it from a
desperate condition. 12 is not the will of your
Father. It is God’s desire that all should be
saved. (1 Tim. 2:4.) These little ones; not
the children alone, but those weak in char-
acter, helpless through strong passion and
poverty, the down-trodden and oppressed,
all of whomn so easily go astray. And the
true disciple will find true greatness in fol-
lowing the example of the Father in caring
for the woak.

the kingddm of Chfist and’follow
the same self-seceking which obtaing In the
world. There are people who will not en-
gage in the Chureh’s work uuless thiey are
given some position of leaderchip and im-
portance. And nothing is more common
than t~ see those who profess to be followers
of the ‘““meek and lowly ” Saviour struggling
just as eagerly as others for sucial promi-
nence. Now Jesus teaches us that this
conduct is all wrong. His people should
act like alittle child who accepts naturally
his place in his father’s house, not aspiring
to direct the affairs oi the household, It
willing to be in subordination. It is quite
true that some of Christ’s people may come
to positions of prutainence, but they shiould
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not seck this. They should live for their
waik, for what they can do, desiring not so
much to command gervice as to render it.
(Mark 10: 43-45.) Let the servantlook aiter
his work and God will look after his place.

Whosoever shall humbdle himself, v. 4. Self-
secking is 2 form of conduct. But back of
conduct there always lies character, dispo-
sition. Now the disposition that lies back
of sclf-seeking and prompts to it is self-
esteem. Men seek great places because
they have a feeling of their own greatness.
And in order to fulfill Christ’s injunction
here, it is not enough to change our outward
conduct (which is a comparatively simple
thing, and may be done by a hypocrite) ;
we must change our spirit, our disposition,
We must have the spirit of a little child,
who does not think or feel that he is wise
or greab or strong.

Now we can all see the reasonableness of
this up to a certain point. We all agree
that no man should think of himself more
highly than he ought to think (Rom. 12 : 3),
and that a man should not suppose himself
to have talent and merit which he has not.
But if & man has talent and merit, may he
not be aware of it and still be humnble?
Yes, he may be aware of it; but if he is
truly humble, he will not think about it.
He will not be thinking of himself at all.
He will be thinking of others, he will be
thinking of his work. And here is the
secret of how the man who has been la€king
in humility may acquire it. Let him seck
the welfare of others and he will not seek
his own. Let him begin to esteem others
and he will forget to esteem himself.

Whoso shall receive one such litde child, v. 5.
One of the evil things about the spirit of
self-esteem is that it leads to contempt for
others. The man kimself fills the whole
horizon of his vision and he can scarcely see
anyone else. The Pharisee who trusted in
himself that he wasrighteous despisedothers.
(Tuke 1S: 9.) This also is contrmary to the
spirit of Chiist.  Jesus does not despise
anyone.  Ile regards even the weak, the
towly, the little children.  He regards them
so much that He considers a welcome given

to a little child as a welcome given to Him.
self. 'We have abundant evidence to show
with what a loving eye Jesus regarded the
little children ; and we know how He wel-
comed them and blessed them when they
were brought to Him. (Matt. 19: 13.) Here
aleo we should cultivate His gpirit. The
youngest, the poorest, the lowliest are
worthy of our interest. "We should be will-
ing to give what time and talents we have
for their help and their salvation. Those
who do so will not lose their reward. (Matt.
10: 42.) '

Whoso shall offend one of these litlle ones, v. 6.
hen one thinks much of himself and little
of others, he is.apt to be careless or indiffer-
ent as to what the effect of his influence
upon others may be. Thus we see many
whose life and example offend Christ’s little
ones—that is, they form stumbling blocks
for them, they hinder them from entering
Christ’s kingdom or from making progress
in it. There are men, for instance, who, by
their example, are teaching the children and
youth of our country to be profane or to
drink. There are professing Christians who,
by the inconsistency of their lives, tend to
make the undecided skeptical about the
Christian religion. Suchas these are causing
others to stumble. It is an awful responsi-
bility for anyone to allow to lie upon him.

Ifthy hand orthy foot offend thee, cut thrm of],
v. 8. As men may be causes of stumbling
to others, so one may have something about
himself—some habit, some attachment, some
prejudice—which is a cause of stumbling to
himself. If we know of any such thiyg
which is a hinarance to us in the Christian
life, or which is keeping us out of Christ’s
kingdom, no matter how dear to us it may
be, let us get rid of it at any cost. To do s
may be the saving of our sonls.

It is not the will of your Father which 48 in
heaven, v. 14.  Whatever ourattitude may b
towards the humble and lowly, there is ne
doubt about Gud’s,  Fle is not contemptuons,
or indifferent, or careless ahout the litticed
child. He is concerned about them all, and
it is Ilis desire that none of them should b
lost, but that, if possible, all should be saved
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(1 Tim. 2: 4.) To this end He gives them
in charge of the highest angels. Ile secks
them by His Son and by His Spirit as they
wander, straying on the wide and dangerous
uplands of earth.  And when He has brought
one safely home, though it be but a feeble
lamb of the flock, there is joy in the heart of

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

If those who strive for precedence would
bring their strife to Jesus, and speak to Ilim
about it, they would soon become ashamed
ofit. v. 1.

Jesus still calls the little children. Let
them run to Him as readily as did this
child. v. 2.

The gate which leads to life is narrow, and
thuse who are puffed with pride cannot
squeeze through. v. 3.

¢ Before honor is humility.”
12.) v. 4. .

Christ’s love for the child is such that He
counts a favor done for the child as done for
Himself. v. 5.

How great a responsibility we bear for our
daily example and influence ! v. 6.

Those who guard the King’s children
hav~ access always to the Royal Presence.
v. 10.

“But none of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord
passed through,
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.”’

*The Lord is . not willing that
any should perish.” (2 Pet. 3: 9.) v. 14,

“It wag not in His manhood and publie
life that the Master first learned to love
children and became their friend. Between
the children of Nazareth and the gentle
Carpenter there must have been much pleas-
ant traffic as they loitered by His door and
watched Him at work, yet never o Lusy but
that He could fling them some gay, gracions
word, or wandered with Him on the hillside
at eventide, where He would show unto His
yvoung playmates the wonderful beauty of
the flowers and of ali His Father's works.”’
Dr. John Watson in McClure’s Magazine.

(Prov. 18:

the Great Shepherd.

How precious is the uman soul for which
God cares so much ! Iow wonderful is the
love of God which spends itself so on a child
of man! How great our responsibility both
towards our own souls and the souls of
others! Take hepgl!

“Of such is th¢ kingdom of heaven.” It
is of such, observe. Not of children them-
selves, but of such as children. I believe
most mothers who read that text think that
all heaven is to be full of babies. But that
is not so. There will be children there, but
the hoary head is the crown. *‘Length of
days and long life and peace,” that is the
blessing, not to die in babyhood. Children
die but for their parents’ sing; God means
them to live, but He can’t let them always;
then they have their earliest place in
heaven ; and the little child of David, vainly
prayed for; the little child of Jeroboam,
killed by its mother’s step on its own thresh-
hold ; they will be there. But weary old
David, and weary old Barzillai, having
learned children’s lessons at last, will be there
too ; and the one question for us all, young
or old is, have we learned our child’slesson ?
It is the character of children we want, and
must gain ab cur peril.”—Ruskin’s Crown
of Wild Olive.

It is characteristic of truly great men that
they do not despise the “little ones,”” nor
treat them as of noaccount. Readers of TrE
Kixg’s Own will recall the incident of the
children who wrote to Lord Roberts, ex-
pressing their admiration for him and say-
ing that they always remembered to pray for
him. Imagine their joy when they received
a reply from Capetown in Lord Roberts’ own
handwriting.

Among men, those who nurse and rear
the royal children, however humble in
themselves, are allowed free entrance with
their charge, and a degree of familiarity
which even the highest state-ministers dare
not assume. Probably our Lord means (v. 10)
that in virtue of their charge over His dis-

ciples (Heb. 1: 14; John 1: 51), the angels

Ny
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have errands to the throne, 2 welcome there,
and a dear familiarity in dealing with “1lis
TFather which is in heaven,”” which on their
own matters they could not assume.—Dr.
Brown.

Men never appear before God’s sight clus-
tered,in crowds; never like the eountless

i{v& L% lies, as it were, under the mat

7

‘/lt the front door? Take it out and show it
to the scholars.  Here it is, the key to the
lesson.

“ Who is the greatest in the Xingdom of
heaven £’

Speak of the differing ranks in an earthly
kingdom. (You will probably find the
scholars curiously well informed on tuis
point) ; and of how men strive for foremost
places, sometimes fairly, sometimes unfairly.

Then reczll (See Exposition) the strife
among the disciples, as to which of them
should be the greatest in their Master's
kingdom. Now they come to Him—how
little they wunderstood what they were
asking—with the question: which is the
REY ?

Tmagine their surprise at the answer. Tti
a little child (who comes readily, as children
always came to Jesus) ; and the little child
sot in the midst, that every eye might see
and every ear hesr and every heart under-
stand.

Surprise turns to dismay at His solemn
declaration, v. 2—“Ye cannot even enler
the kingdom, except ye become as this
child.” (CompareJohn 3:3.) Jesusalways
goes to the root of things. Besides, He is
no flatterer. It is entrance they should be
thinking about, not eminence.

And now He answers their question
direct (v. 4). The great one is tlic humble
onc. Bring out the emphasis of ““as this
little child,” getiing the scholars to give the
characteristics of the unspoiled, unsophisti-
cated little one.

Another step (v. 5). Christ so identifying
Himself with the humble and the helpless,
that to receive them, in sympathy with their
spirit, is to receive Him. Still another step

HWN‘. 27 A e to
esus? How had they bégn ¥mployed?

pines which on the lower ranges of the Alps
stand undistinguishable, row behind row, iy
thickest, serried masses like a host ; but like
the singled vines of the vineyard, each of
which the husbandman knows and tends
with a care that is all'its own.—Dr. Oswald-
Dykes.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

(v. 6), the aw{ul sin of causing such helpless
trusting ones to stumble. And yet another
(vs. 8, 9), the stumbling klocks that come to
us from ourselves and how to deal with
them.

Then—for He has turned aside from the
ittle ones, only to return to them again—
a warning against despising those whom the
Heavenly Father so cares for (v. 10) and
whom His Son came to save (v. 11).

Very tender is the parable of vs. 12, 13,
and very emphatic its application, v. 13,

The scholars who have followed will now
see three points very clearly: (1) That
Jesus wants the children to come to Him;
(2) That the child-like spirit alone adm¥s
into His kingdom ; (3) That jt is Christ-like

TWhat question now asked? What object
lesson used by Jesus? How did Christ
regard children? (Mark 10: 13, 14.) What
does He think of them to-day?

3, 4. What kingdom spoken of? What is
required if we are to enter it? Whom does
Christ consider the greatest? What coposed
to humility ¢ How regarded by God? (Prov.
6: 16, 17.) .

5, 6. Who receive Christ? In what way?
How will Christ treat those who offend the
little ones? What does ‘“offend’ mean?
What awful saying in regard to them?
What is a millstone?

7. What is one of the greatest sins? How
may we be guilty of it?

S, 9. What members of the body men-
tioned? Why those specially? Give meaning
of “halt” and “maimed.” What warning

here given ?
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10. Who are the ““ little ones’’? How are
angels spoken of 7 (Heb. 1: 14.)

11-13. What was Christ’s mission? How
great is it?  Who included? (Mats. 11:28;
Isa. 55: 1.) What is a parable? Relate
tho one here given. How does the shepherd

.act? How, on finding the lost one?

14. What is God’s will regarding His
children? What the children’s duty ?

For Seniovs—1. What discussion arose?
Among whom? What may have caused it?
Which disciples may have had special am-
bitions? (Mark 10: 35-37.) What idea
of Christ’s Kingdom had the disciples?

2, 3. What further did Christ do with the
child? (Mark 9: 36.) What did thisshow?
What spirit did Christ wish to remove?
What qualities belong to children? What
goes hefore conversion ?  (Aets 3:19.) Of
what is it the result? (Acts11: 21.) i

4,5, Who is the great example of hu-
mility? (John 13: 14; Phil. 2: 5-8.) How
shown on earth? What enjoyed by the
humble? (Isa. 57: 15; Jas. 4: 10.)

6, 7. Against what must care be taken?
How is stumbling often caused? In what
way is the wickedness of it here described ?
Which is the weaker, the sinner or the one

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES M{J

Connection—
Looking upward every day, sunshine on our
faces ;

who leads to sin? What solemn lesson to
be learned ?

8, 9. What do ‘‘hand,” “foct,” and
“‘ve]ye;’ here denote? How to be treated?

iy ? -

10, 11. How does Christ regard His fcliow-
ers? To what extent did He show it?
(Gal. 2:20; John 15: 13; Heb. 7: 28.)
How does the Father regard them?

12, 13. Of whom are the lost sheep a type ?
Why such anxious search? How is our
repentance regarded? (Luke 15: 4-7.)

14. What 1s our duty towards Christ's
‘“little ones’'? What is God’s will in refer-
cnce to them?  What stumbiing-blocks can
we try to remove from their pathway ?

Bible Side Lights—A Litrie CHinp.
Kings5: 14; Isa. 11: 6; 2 Tim. 3: 15.

Tre Kingpox oF HeaveNn—Matt. 3:2; 5:
3; 8:11; 13: 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47.

A MiristoNE—Deut. 24: 6; Judges 9: 53 ;
Rev. 18 : 21.

dk

THEIR. ANGELS—Ps. 68: 17; 91: 11; 104 @97 .

4; Gen. 19: 15; Luke 16: 22; Rev. L: 20;
Luke 15 : 10.

Txe Mountamn—Ezek. 34: 6, 13; Neh.
3: 18; Mark 5: 5; Heb., 11: 38.

Topics for Brief Papers.
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. Jesus and the children.
2. A little child the model for the King-

om?
3. What the Bible saysabout the minj tryy
of angels.

d

Pressing onward every
Heavenly places,

Chorus—
Growing up, growing up

LSTEN

{ Yo W Savior
%\\in%,

* LATTLE CMILDREN
ComeTo Me.”

More and more like Jesus,
Learning from Him every

day

How to grow like Jesus.
(Tune—*‘ Near the Cross.”’)

We may grow like Jesus,
become transfigured. Re-
¢all the Transfiguration
Scene.

The Lesson — Make the
Golden Text the theme of
the Lesson.

Jesus Wants the Litile Ones
—Picture Mark 10: 13-16.
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Teach Golden Text.

Open the gates for the little ones,

The Saviour bids them come ;

His arms shall gather the tender lambs,
His hands shall lead them home.

Jesus told the disciples that big people
car ot enter the kingdom of heaven unless
they will love and serve Him humbly as a
little child. Picture Matt. 18 : 1-6, 14.

Jesus Needs the Lillle Ones—Jesus needs
little workers to grow up in His service
(recruits), to take the places of those who
are big people now, to be teachers and
preachers when the big people bave entered
the Heavenly Kingdom.

The Value of Littlle Things—*¢ When Nature
would make anything especially rare and
beautiful, she makes it little—little pearls,
little diamonds, little dewdrops. Little
words are the sweetest, little books are the
most read, little songs are the best loved,
little voices are the sweetest, little hearts
the most loving. Day is made up of little

sunbeams, and night is glorious with little
stars.”

United Effort—Once there was a littls
snowilake that thought, ¢ O, I can do no
good ; L could not make enough snow fur
one small boy to draw his sled on.”  Dut
the little snowflake joined himself to many
more snowflakes, and they all flew dowy
and spread a pure white carpet on the earth,
So, many little hands and many little full
with hearts full of love for Jesus, can do g
great deal if they try. (Speak of Twentieth
Century Fund or mission work.)

Pyre Lives—When Jesus was baptized,
God’s voice irom heaven said, ““This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaged.”
What a joy it would be to live such kind,
helpiul lives, that we may hear Jesus’ voice
saying, ‘‘This is my beloved little child, in
whom I am well pleased.”

Prayer—Help me, O blessed Saviour,

Thy little child to be,
And in my love for others
Show best my love for Thee.
Hymn 533, Book of Praise.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A L Camp, @.S.D.

Whe lesson has been about Kingdoms and the great ones in them, the titled. ;
The three letters, ““G,”” *S,” “D,” may be written upon the board before the lesson’

egins. The scholars will scan them keenly, wondering what is to be got out of them. At
the beginning of the review the Superintendent may speak a little about titles, such as
.A., D.D., LL.D., C.B., (Corcmander of the Bath), X. C. B. (Xnight Commander of the
Bath), V.C. (Victoria Cross), etc. Here are the letters of a title. 'What do they mean?
Possibly an answer may come from some scholar who has memorized the lesson plan.

There will likely be hesitation. Take the opportunity to write down ** A Little Child.”
It will tend to increase the wond..r rather than lessen it—a titled child. Explain that
princes even from birth are titled, and how titles sometimes fall on quite young children.
Then unravel the mystery. The little child is the G-reatest, the D-earest, the S-afest in
God’s Kingdom ; and all who possess the humble, child-like spirit, are sharers with it.
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LessoN VI

THE FORGIVING SPIRIT

August 12, 1900

Matt. 13 21-35. Commit to memory vs. 21, 22, Read Matt. 13 : 15-35.

of ‘I'hen eame Pe'ter to him, and said, Lord, how
oft shall my brother sin against wme, and 1 forgive
hon? till seven times ?

23 Je'sus sajth unto him, I say not unto thee, Until
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven,

23 Therefore s the kingdom of heaven likered
unto & certain king, which would 1take account of
his servants,

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was
br{mght unto him, which owed him ten thousand
talents.

25 But forasmuch as he had not2to pay, his lord
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and child-
ren, and all that he had, and payment to be made.

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped
him, ixnyinﬁ. Lord, have patience with me, and I will

vy thee all,

1“2.7 Then the lord of that servant was moved. with
(;m)ntptwslon, and 2loosed him, and forgave him the
deht.

25 But ¢ the same servant went out, and found one
of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred

Revised Version—! Make a reckonin,
6What ; 50 his fejlow-servant fell down an

peuce: anl helaid 5 hands on him, and took Ahim by
the throat, saying, Pay ¢me that thou owest.

20 7 And his feliowservant fell down at his feet,
and besought him, saying, Have patience with me,
and I will pay thee sall, :

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into
prison, till he should pay the debt,

31 8o when his fellowservants saw what was done,
they were 9 very sorry, and came and told unto their
lord all that was done.

32 Then his lord, 10after that he had called him,
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee
all that debt, because thou 11 desiredst me :

83 Shouldest not thoy also have had 12 compassion
on thy fellowservant, even as I had 12pity on thee?

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to
the tormentors, until he should ;'ay all that was due
unto him,

35 So, 13likewise shall my heavenly Father do also
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not cvery
one his brother their trespasses.

with; 2 Wherewith; 3Released; 4That servant; & Hold;
besought ; 8 Omit all ; 9 Exceeding ; 10Called him unto him,

and saith to him ; 1 Besoughtest ; 12Merey ; 13 Shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive not
every one his brother from your hearts.

GOLDEN TEXT

Forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors., Matt, 6: 12.

DAILY READINGS

TIME AND PLACE

As in previous lesson, at Caper-
naum in_sutumn of A.D. 293 itve
months - before our Lord’s cruci-

LESSON PLAN
THE LAW OF FORGIVENESS
I. Stated, 21, 22.

M.—Matt. 1§t: 21-35. The forgiving
spirit.

T.—Gen.%o: 14-21. Joseph forgiv-
ing his brethren.

W.—18am.24: 1-12. Davidand Saul,
Th.—Col. 3: 9-17. Forgiving one

another,
F.—Luke 17: 1-10. Repeated for-

iveness.
S.~Mark 11: 20-26. That ye may
be forgiven,

S.—Matt. 6 :\’ﬁ&

Connecting Links—The lesson follows
close on that of last Sabbath. Jesus, having
shown the greatness of the sin of offending
against another, proceeds to instruct His
disciples in their duty towards one who
should so offend. (vs. 15-17.) The law
which He lays down of lovingly trying to
win back the offender from his evil way is a
difficult one for the impulsive Peter to un-
derstand, and he asks for more light. His
question leads up to the lesson of to-day.

I. The Law of Forgiveness Stated, 21, 22.

V. 21. Then; closely connecting this verse
with that which precedes. Came Peter ; the
ever-ready spokesman for the rest. My
brother ; evidently meaning a fellow-disciple.
It was probably a question of practical diffi-
culty in their little band. They were human,
very human, these disciples. But this

fixion.

CATECHISM

free
ceive

sons of God.

Do as ye pray.

Q. 34. Whatis adoptiont

A. Adoption Is an act of God’s

ce, whereby we are re-
into the number, and have
a right to all the privileges of the

In answer to Peter's question.

IX. INustrated, 23-34.

By the parable of the king anu
his servants.

IXI, Applied, 35.

To their own case.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise—44 (Ps.Sel.); 160 ;
131 575 230.

EXPOSITION

primary meaning may be enlarged so that
Christ's answer will apply to all who are
sons of God, the Heavealy Father. Sin
against me; a personal offence, referring to
verse 15. If the personal offence should be
repeated, how often should it be forgiven,
ig what Peter wants to know. Seven times.
The Rabbis, who were the recognized relig-
ious teachers, said three times. (Amos. 11 :
6.) Peter’s limit, therefore, would seem to
himself to be a very great stretch of virtue.
But he failed to catch the true principle of
forgiveness, as we shall see. .

C V.22 I say . . . uniil geventy times
seven; apicturesque way of saying ‘“always.”
There must be no limit to forgiveness. The
spirit of forgiveness must always exist. It
springs from love—a love which will be
exhaustless, if it be truly of God.
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II. The Law of Forgivemess Illustrated,
23-34.

V. 23, Therefore. He will justify the ap-
parently unreasonable demand of v, 22. He
does 8o by a parable. The ZXingdom of
heaven; Christ’s rule in the hearts of His
people (Luke 17 : 21), which is compatible
only with & spirit of forgiveness. 4 cerlain
kang s literally, ““a man, a king.” ¢Only a
great monarch can have such debtors, and
opportunity to forgive such debts.”’ The
action fits an Eastern despotic ruler.  Would
make a reckoning (Rev. Ver.) ; would settle
accounts with, Hisservants ; officers of State
who had been appointed to collect the rev-
cnues from taxes, or to superintend the gov-
crmental departments.

V. 24. One was brought unto him; some
important officer, probably the Grand Treas-
urer, or, as we would say, the Finance Min-
ister.  Qwed him ten thousand talents. He was
in arrears to the enormous sum of $12,000-,
000, reckoning the talent at $1,200; a quite
possible sum under an indolent and indul-
gent despot. The point of thestory isin the
greatness of the sum, illustrating the great-
ness of the debt we owe to God, a hopelessly
great debt.

V. 25. Hed not wherewith to pay. He had
squandered the money. Commanded him to
besold,; a common occurrence at that time,
and even yet, in Oriental countries. Even
the Jews by law could enslave a debtor,
though provision was made for his release
after seven years. (Deut. 15:1, 2, 7, 12.)
Wife and children. ‘They were regarded as
part of the property of theman. Payment tv
be made. This part of the parable is not to
be applied too closely, for Scripture elsew here
teaches that man can never pay any part of
his great debt to God.

Vs. 26,27. The servant therefore ; when he
knew the king’s intention. Wourshipped
him ; Bowed down at his feet in the most
abject way. I will pay thee all; a larggr
promise than he could fulfil. Muved with
compassion; at the humiliation of his official.
And loosed hum ; released him from all obli-
gation to pay.

V. 28. But that servant went out; imme-

diately after hie had been treated so geaer-
ously by his lord. One of kis fellow-serranis;
a suburdinate official. An Jomdred penee. The
penny, or denarius was worth about 17 ets,
a day’s wage. (Matt. 20 :2.) The whale
amount would be about $17.00 ; a petty debt
in comparison with what he himself had
owed. ZLaid hold of him ; choked or throttled
him, using the utmost violence.

V. 29, Fell doun at hisfeet; as he himself had
done before the king.  Have patience, ele.; the
same plea and the same promise ; and with
much better prospect of fulfilling the prom-
ise, asthe sum was so comparatively small.

Vs. 30, 31. He would not. ‘There is nothing
noble or merciful in him. Cast him intn
prison till; a common method with debtors.
His fellow-servants; the court officials asso-
ciated with him in the government of the
country. Very sorry; hard men as they
were, Told unto # ¢ir lord. They laid the
whole matter before the king,

Vs. 32:84. Called him ; into his presence,
Thou wicked servant; without pity or compas-
sion. All that debt ; with special reference to
its magnitude. Shouldestnotthou? ¢ Didnot
common decency demand that you should
have treated him as I treated you?” Was
wroth. The word is a very strong one, To
the tormentors; to inflict punishment upon
him until he found some means of paying
the whole debt.

IIX. The Law of Forgiveness Applied, 35.

V. 35. Sv likewise shall my heavenly Father
God is not a despot, like the king in the
parable ; but it is the principle of His gov-
erminent that the merciless shali not find
mercy. (Matt5:7.) Men are in debt to
Ilim. They cannot pay. He freely forgives
them, but only on condition that they have
a merciful and forgiving heart towards their
fellows. Otherwise He will reward them
according to their deeds and demand pun-
ishment because the debt is not paid. For-
give everyone his brother ; the central thought
of the parable, enforcing the limitlessness of
forgiveness, which is reasonable when we
consider the magnitude of our offenses
against God and how freely and fully He
forgives u-.
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Which owed Him ten thousand talents, v. 24.
v 13 man's relation to God which is here set
forth. Sin is represented asa debt, and as
a debt of infinite amount : the servant owed
the king some twelve millions of dollars.
une of the many views, then, which we
may take of sin is that of a great debt owed
to God. God has made us for His own
glory. He has kept us in life and given us
health. He has bestowed upun us our
powers of body and mind. From these
things He expects a return. What He
eapects is expressed in the commandment,
 Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart and soul and strength and
mind and thy neighbor as thyself.”” In ao
far as we come short of this, we are in debt
to God. Dr. Marcus Dods says, *‘‘Debt’
is a designation of sin which calls to mind a
large class of sins, which we are very prone
to forget in geeking pardon—sins of omission

. + o Wasittodonothingmore than
you have done that God gave you this life
and made you what you are? Have you
done all for yourself that you could, so that
now you are as like to Christ as possible ?
Have you done all for others that you could,
so that none are hungering now who might
have been fed by you; none in sorrow now,
whom a word or deed of yours might have
relicved ; none mistaken as to the character
of Christ and His religion, who might have
known differently had you done what you
could? . . .

“But there is one debt incurred which
fills the soul with new and keener shame,
however overwhelmed it has already been
with a sense of sin. God’s unspeakable
gift has been abused by us . Only
when we can fathom the humiliation of
Christ, only when we can understand what
is contained in that exrression, ‘He emptied
Himself,” only when we can measure the
interval between the throne of God and the
tomb in Joseph’s garden, between ‘the liv-
ing God’ and a dead man, shall we he able
to measure God's gift to us and our debt to
Him . . . . Let us take our stand be-
fore the cross, where we may see the freeness

‘ API’;OATION M Rag “’d a'm

of God’s giving at-its height, and, standing
there, let us say if we have rendered to Him
His due.”

His lord commanded him to be sold, v. 25.
Our Lord here uses for the purpose of His
parable that which was actually the Roman
law. TIt.sthe law in Syria to-day. Indeed
the same principle was recognized, to some
extent, by the Iaw of Moses (Lev. 25: 39,
47) and men might be sold into bondage in
order to discharge a debt. What is taught
is that the debt of sin deserves the full
penalty of the law. If the law of God
should have free course, we guilty debtors
would be exposed to such a fate as is sug-
gested by this part of the parable. What
that fate is in actuality, the Bible nowhere
clearly discloses. It observes a consistent
reticence in regard to the matter. Its
language elsewhere, as here, is figurative.
But i is all solemn, all awe-inspiring, Such
figures as the ‘“ worm that dieth not,” and
the ‘“fire that is not quenched’® must have
back of them some awful reality. This we
do know, that sin is the greatest source of
sorrow, and that it excludes from the
presence of God, in whose .presence and
favor alone life and joy are to be found.

The servant, therefore, fell down and wor-
shipped him, v. 26. *‘Viewed with reference
to the history of revelation, the rigor and
benignity combined in the behavior of the
king represent the relation between law and
gospel . ., . . The one prepared forthe
other ; the rigor of the law, for the grace of
the gospel. That rigor brought the debtor
to his knees, with a petition coming far
short of the grace in store, asking only for
time to pay, for a hired servant's place ; for
men are unable to imagine and dare not
hope for the good which God has prepared
for them. The rigor was meant to lead up
to the merey through the way of repentance ;
it was but & means to an end, for had it
been otherwise the more beneficient dispen-
sation had never come. The law wasbuta
pedagogue to conduct to Christ.”” —Professor
Bruce.

The lord of that servant was moved with com~
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passion, v. 27, It i8 not possible to include
ull truth in ono parable, aud our Lord does
not fully indicate here the ground on which
men are forgiven, He says nothing of the
atonemond, That truth may be found else-
where. DBut He clearly points out the ulti-
mate source from which our forgiveness
comes. The Xing forgave his servant be-
cause he was moved with compassion.
‘Trace redemption to its source, and you find
it viging in the heart of God, the God who
pities His weak and erring children, pities
them even for the misery which they have
brought upon themselves. This is the God
who revenled Ilimself to Moses as *The
Lo, the Lord God, merciful and gracious

.+ forgiving iniquity, and transgression,
and sin.”’ This is the God who reveals
Himgelf to us in Jesus Christ.

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do, v. 85.
The great lesson of the parable isthata man
to whom God is willing to forgive so great
a debt as is invoived in our sin against Him,
should be willing to forgive such smaller
injurics a¢ men may commit against one
another. Indeed, we are taught that the

Tntil seventy times seven means always.
v, 22,

Our debt to God no man can count. v. 24.

How much owest thou thy Lord? v. 24,
Nat the labors of my hands
Can fulfil Thy laws demands’;
Could my zeal no respite knov:,
Could my tears forever flow ;
All for sin could not atone.—v. 25,

Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and
2urse, both in this life and that which is to
come. v. 25,

The severity of God's law is intended to
lead us to humility and repentance, that
God may be able to forgive us. v. 26.

God's compassion moves Him to do for us
far niore than we dare to ask. v. 27.

As seventeen dollars to twelve million
dollars, su is the injury of man to man cum-
pared with man's sin against God. v. 28.

It might be possible for a man to atone for

offer of forgiveness made to us is conditional,
It is conditional upon the presence of th
forgiving spirit in our hearts. (See Matt.
6: 15.)

This is not the doctrine of salvation by
works. God freely pardons the penitent
and believing. But the man of unforgiving
spirit is neither penitent nor believing. It
would be impossible for one of humble and
contrite heart, one who realized what his‘
own sin and forgiveness meant, so to magnify
his petty injuries as to act in the manner
indicated in the parable. As for faith, when
we accept Jesus as our Saviour, we accept
I1im also as our Loxd ; we are to be animated
henceforward by His spirit, And IisSpirit
is manifested in His prayer at the cross—
‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.”” Indeed, this parable drives
us to Christ. We are to forgive ‘‘from our
hearts.”” This is too high for unassisted
human nature, It is only when we come
to Christ and, trusting in Him, obtain His
grace, that we arc enabled to forgive as we
have been forgiven. His grace is sufficient
for us,

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

injury done to his fellow, but it is not pos-
sible for man to atone for sin against God.
v. 29,

L.ercilessness is the quintessence of wicked-
ness; it is an unforgivable sin. v. 32,

Thy forgiveness was intended to be a
means to an ulterior moralend. Why over-
look that end? Why ingulf all favors, as if
thou wert to be their burial-place ?—Morison.

The reverse side of God’s love ig His
anger ; He who i8 moveu with compas-
siun toward tie oppressed must necessarily
be moved with indignation against the
oppressor. V. 34.

If ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes, (Matt. 6 : 15.) v. 35.

Debts, my debts, what am I to do with
them? Let me sum them up. They are
more than ohe hairs of my head ; I cannot
number them. It is plain that I cannot

“finance” them. I have no moral assets
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“no effectz”’ ; I can make no contribution,
Icannot “‘ pay by instalments.” I trace my
own picture in that man in the parable,
who owed his Lord 10,000 talents, and * had
nothing to pay,” I am bankrupt in goul;
I cannot atone for my sins ; I cannot forgive
myself—only the wronged One can do that.
I cannot kill my sin ; I cannot live it down;
I cannotb unsin it. A working man told me
that he was in debt to his master, and that
when his health broke down, he appealed
to his master’s mercy, and said, “ Will you
forgive me that debt?”” His master frankly
forgave him. I am like that broken-down
debtor : I can’t pay my debt.—James Wills,
D.D.

When we confess, we are helped by
viewing our sins as debts; an expression
which leads us to consider not so much the
evil dispositions from which our sing pro-
ceeded, as the relation to God in which they
have left us. This view of sin takes us and
sets us down in our true position before God
as His debtors. And this is just what we
need to see clearly when we pray for pardon ;
that we are debtors, not only miserable
sinners, whose pitiable case may well move
God to compassion, but His servants who,
in sinning and ruining themselves, have
been most grievously wronging and defraud-
ing Him, and whose sins have done as much
injury (so He represents it) to Him as to
themselves.—Professor Marcus Dods,

Though justice be thy plea, consider this,—

That in the coursa of justice none of us

Should see salvation : we do pray for mercy ;

And that same prayer doth teach us all to
render

The deeds of mercy.—Shakespeare.

Conceive an unforgiving rean with a heart
full of wrath against his neighbor, with a
memory which treasures up the little wrongs
and insults and provocations he fancies
himself to have received from that neighbor ;
conceive such a man praying to God Most
High to forgive him his debts as he forgives
his debtors. What, in the mouth of such
a man, do these words mean? That you
may fully understand their meaning, I will

turn them into a prayer which wo will call
*‘The Prayer of the Unforgiving Man :”” <0
God, I have sinned against Thee many times
from my youth up until now. I have often
been forgetful of Thy goodness ; I have not
duly thanked Thee for Thy mercies; I have
neglected Thy service ; I have broken Thy
laws ; I have done many things utterly
wrong against Thee. All this I know ; and
besides this doubtless I have committed
many gecret sing, which in my blindness I
have failed to notice. Such is my guiltiness,
O Lord, ip Thy sight; deal with me, I
beseech Thee, even as I deal with my neigh-
bor. He has not offended me one-tenth,
one-hundredth part as much as I have
offended Thee ; but he has offended me very
grievously, and I cannot forgive him. Deal
with me, I beseech Thee, O Lord, 28 I deal
with bim, e has been very ungraveful to
me, though not a tenth, not a hundredth
part as ungrateful as I have been to Thee;
yet I cannot overlook such base and shame-
ful ingratitude. Deal with me, I beseech
Thee, O Lord, as I deal with him. I re-
member and treasure up every little trifle,
which shows how ill he has behaved to me.
Deal with me, I beseech Thee O Lord, as T
deal with him. I am determined to take
the very first opportunity of doing ™~im an
ill turn, Deal with me, I beseech Thee, O
Lord, as I deal with him.””—Archbishop A.
‘W. Hare.

There is a beautiful picture of forgivoness
in Tennyson's Guinevere. King Arthur nLas
come to the convent where his guilty queen
had fled for refuge. She has fallen on the
floor at his feet, her hair about her face.
The King speaks to her solemnly and faith-
fully, showing her how great her sin had
been and how terrible its consequences.
Then he adds:

“Yet think not that I come to urge thy

‘crimes,

1 did not come to curse thee, Guinevere,

I, whose vast pity almost makes me die

To see thee, laying there thy golden head,
My pride in happier summers, at my feet,.
The wrath which forced my thoughts on

that fierce law,
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The doom of treason and the flaming death,
(When first I learnt thee hidden here) is
past,

* * * * * * * * *

And all is past, the sin isginn’d and I,

Lo I forgive thee, as Eternal God

Forgives: do thou for thine own soul the
st."

Even as I had pity onthee. The comparison
between the two acts, the implied assump-
tion that the pity of the ono act would be
after the pattern of the other, was, we may
believe, designed to lead the disciples to the
true meaning of the prayer they had been
taught to use, *Forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors.” (Matt. 6: 12.)—
Plumptre.

TEACHING KINTS AND HELPS

R{\&l}a senior class the approach may be

made through the verses between the last
Lesson and this, They will have many
questions to ask in regard to Christ’s way of
working out & quarrel with an offended
brother,

‘With a younger class, probably with the
seniors too, it will be well to go over the
points of last lesson, leading up, in closing,
to the question of ‘‘offences” and the for-
giveness of them,

Then comes Peter’s question :

How Orr?

There are two answers. His own and
his Master’s.

His own answer is a great advance on the
rules of his religion at the time (See Expo-
sition) ; which showsthat Peter was learning.
How many, even now, forgive a deadl)r
injury as often as Peter proposed?

His Master's answer was quick and over-
whelming (v. 22). It fairly took Peter's
breath away—*“Until seventy times seven.”’
Seven was the ¢‘perfect number ”’ and Peter
needed no explanation. Itmeant ¢‘always.”

But he needed light as to why he was to
forgive go freely and the light is given by a
parable in which we have—

1. The generosily of the king (vs. 23-27), who
promptly, and freely, and utterly forgives
an enormous debt, and apparently continues
the servant in his position, certainly in his
liberty. Show how much greater is the debt
which God forgives to each of us, and how
frecly and fully He forgives.

2. The churlishness of the forgiven servant
(vs.28-30). Workitout, his ingratitude, and
meanness, and inhumanity, in detail. Itiga
vivid picture and strong. But it finds its

counterpart in everyone who holds a grudge
or refuses to forgive an offence. Hold up
the man, as Jesus holds him up, to just
scorn and contempt.

8. The king's reasoning, vs, 381-33, His
question was unanswerable. ‘¢ Shouldest not
thou also have had compassion . . even
as I had pity on thee#*’ Enforce the motive
of the underlined words.

4, The king’s wrath, vs. 34, 35; which we
feel to have been a just wrath. And like
punishment would be just to us.

Let these facts be impressed—We necd
forgiveness from God; He is ‘““ready to
forgive™ ; our fellowmen need our forgive-
ness—Shall we not grant it? If we do, we
for God’s forgiveneds. If we do
not, We canlgok o juptidispleasure.

; s what time

his didcourse given? AY what place?

By whom recorded? What i§ the Golden

Text? Who was the speaker? What ques-

tion agsked? How did Christ answer Peter?

What did Jesus say on another occasion?

(Luke 17: 8, 4.) How are we to treat our
enemies? (Rom. 12: 20, 21.)

23. To whom is the kingdom of heaven
compared? What done by him? Who
represented by the king? Who by servants?

24, 25, Why was the servant brought?
How much did he owe? What sentence
pronounced upon theservant? 'Who suffered
with him?

26, 27. What did the debtor do? What
request did he make? How was his request
received? How greatis God’smercy towards
sinners? (Jobn 3: 18.)

28-30. Describe the second scene. How

much was the debt? What the treatment
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of the debtor? Why such harsh conduct ?

31. Who wereinterested onlookers? What
did they do?

32-34. Whet rule did the servant fail to
observe? How was he punished?

35. What will God do to the unforgiving?
Trom what does revenge proceed? (Ezelk.
25: 15.) Give two most noted instances of
forgiveness. (Luke 23: 34; Acts7: 60.)

Tor Seniors—21. What teaching led to
Peter'squestion ? (vs. 15-18,) What was sub-
ject of the question? What are motives to
forgiveness? (Luke 6: 36; Eph. 4: 32.)
What should go with forgiveness? (Matt.
5: 44; Rom. 12: 20.)

22. What limit to God’s love? (Ps. 50:
21; 2Peb 3: 9.)

23. How did Jesus illustrate Hisveaching ?
Who mentioned in the parable? What part
taken by each ?

24. What does this large amount indicate
as to our offences against God? What is
sin? (8. Cat. Ques. 14.) Who alone with-
outit? (2 Cor.5: 21; 1John 3:5.) What
redeems from sin? (Eph. 1:7.) What
cleanses? (1John1l: 7))

25-27. How might the servant have been
treated? Why treated differently? Why

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Connection—
Oh do you see us children (all standing)
With our eager, restless feet, (framping)

should compassion be shown? (Heb.5: 2.} -
How did God show Hir zreat love and pity ?
(Ps. 130; Col. 1: 14; Isa. 1: 18.)

28-30. Where did the forgiven servant go?
What did he do ?

31-3¢. What is the Christian’s resort
against oppresgion? (Ex. 3:7; Jas. 5: 4.)
How is the servant spoken of? What was
his punishment? Why so severe?

85. What chief lesson to be learned from
this parable?

Bible Side Lights—SrveN Times —Gen. 33:
3; Lev. 4:6; Josh, 6: +; 2 Kings 5: 10
14; Ps. 119: 164.

To BE SoLp—Gen. 37: 28, 36 ; Ex. 22:13;
2 Kings17: 17; Joel 3: 3; Amos 2:.0.

Forcave Him—Luke 6: 873 7: 42; Eph.
4:82;Col.83:13; Ps.32:5

Prison—Gen. 39: 20; Judges 16: 21;
Matt. 4: 12; Acts5: 18; 8: 8; 26: 10.

WROTH—Gen 4: 5, 6 40: 2; Ex. 16:
20; 18am. 18: 8; 2 ngs 5: 11

Topics for Brief Papers.
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. The unforgiving servant.
2. God’s forgiveness of us.
3. Our forglveness of one another.

m

How we patter, how we che
In home and school and steet?
We'll be the men and
wonien (arms folded)

Ty

The Twentieth Century
needs :
First in each good endeavor
And first in noble deeds.
We'll hold fast to our colors,
(point upwards)
With hearts so brave and
true, (hands on chest)

FORGIV

We're recruits for Jesus’
army (all join hands)
And we'll show what we
can do.

Recall last lesson.

Introduction—Draw three
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picture frames. We shall put these three
pictures in the frames or ‘‘make believe’
that we see them.

A Forgiving King—Tell Jesus’ reply to
Peter and picture verses 23-27.

An Unforgiving Man—Picture the meanness
of the unforgiving servant to his fellow-
servant. His gratitude to the king could
not have been sincere or he would have had
more pity for others.

A Forgiving God—-Picture God waiting to
forgive us if we forgive them who do us
wrong. (Teach Matt. 6: 14.) If we cherish
angry feelings and will not forgive other
people, God will not forgive us. (Matt.
6: 15.)

Teach Golden Text.

A Torgiving Boy—*‘Oh look out Mary !
that hurts like sixty 1

¢ know it Charlie, I'll be as careful as I
can,” said sister Mary, bathing his foot very
gently, for she saw by his face that the pain
was very great.

‘“Now dear, tcll me how it got hurt.”

“Oh it was all Willie Moore’s fault. I
hit him in the face with my ball ; but I did

rot mean to. Then he hit me and I hit
back, and he hit back, and then he ran
after me and, as I was climbing over a wall
to hit him again, a big stone fell on my foot.
He’s always quarreling with me,” said
Charlie.

““One boy can’t make a quarrel,” said
Mary.

“Well, if he had stopped, I would.”

‘¢ But you should have stopped first, vou
forgot the Golden Text.”

“T guess I did,” said Charlie in a low
voice.

“Il try vo remember next time-and
Mary—will you please go over to Willie
Moore’s house and ask him to come and
have tes with me?”

¢t A soft answer turneth away wrath."

‘“There’s a knowing little proverb
From the sunny land of Spain :
But in northland and in southland

Is its meaning clear and plain—
Yock it up within ycur heart ;
Neither lose nor lend it—
Two it takes to make a quarrel,
One can always end it.”’

—Child’s Hour

BLAUKBOARD REVIEW

ORGIVE

ORGIVEN

\\ There can be but one duty to be impressed here, the duty of forgiving. Try to draw

out the real opinion of the scholars on the point; for, depend upon it, they have their
own notions and rules, even as society has. The frank acceptance of Christ’s ¢ Until
seventy times seven,” is rare indeed. Urge the duty by Christ’s commané and Christ’s
example. Then complete the second word, ¢ Forgiven.” It is a mere skeleton diagram.
There is o good deal of space left purposely. How shall it be filled in? By either one of
two expressions ; or indeed .y both—* Because you have been » forgiven. A very strong
reason this. ** That you may be” forgiven. Another strong reason; and the two com-
bined should take the sting out of all our enmities.
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Lesson VIIL
John 9: 1-17.

1 And as Je'sus passed by, hesaw a man which was
blind from his birth,

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, 1 Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 3was
born blind ?

8 Je'sus answered, Neither 2 hath this man sinned.
nor his parents: but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him.

4 4T must work the works of him that sent me,
v hi}? it1s day : the night comeath, when no man can
work,

5 8 Ag long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world,

6_When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground,
and made clay of the spittle, and 6he anointed the
eyes of the blind man with the clay,

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of
Silo'am, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
went 1 his way therefore, and washed, and came
seeing.

8 Tﬁeneifzhbours therefore, and they which 8 before
had seen him that he was blind, said, 1s not this he
that sat and begged ?

9 10Some said, This is he: others said, He is like

THE MAN BORN BLIND

Commit to memory vs, 4-7,

August 19, 1900
Read Luke 9: 57-62; John7: 2to9: 41,
him: but he said, I am ke, .

10 Therefore sanid they unto him, How 1! were thine
cyes opened ?

11 lle answered and sald, A man that is called
Je'sus made clay, and anointed mine ¢yes, and said
unto_me, Go 13to the gool of Silo'am, and wash:
13and I went and washed, and Ireceived sight.

12 Then gaid they unto him, Where is he ¥ He said,
I know not. .

13 They 4brought to the Pharisees him that
cforetime was blind.

14 1And it was the sabbath 16day when Je'sus
made the clay, and opened his eyes. 5

15 17 Then again the Phar’isees also asked him how
he had received his sight, Hesaid unto them, He put
clay upon mine eyes and I washed, and do sce.

16 Therefore said some of the Phar'isees, This man
is not 180f God, because he keepeth not the sabbath
day. Others said, How can a man that isa sinner do
.:;xch 19 miracles? And there was a division among

\em. .

17 They say 20unto the blind man again, What
sayest_thou of him, 2tthat he hath opened thine
eyes? Hesald, He isa prophet.

Revised Version—! Rabbi; 3Should be; 3 Did this man sin; $ We; 5 When ; ¢ Anointed_his eyes with
the clay ; 7TAway ; 8Saw him aforetime; 9 A beggar; 10 Others said, Jtis he: others said, No, but he is like

him.

e said ; 11 Then ; 12 Omil the pool of ; 1386 I went away ; 14Bring ; 12 Now ; 160n the; 17 Again there-

fore; 18From ; 19Signs ; 20 Therefore; 2t Iu that he hath openced.

GOLDEN TEXT TIME

One thing Tknow, that, whereas

Autumn of A.D. 29, Some time

TESSON PLAN
I. A Question, 1-5.

Iwas blind, now I see. John 9:25.

DAILY READINGS
M.—Joh};}ﬁ d 1-17. The man bomn

ind.

T.—John 9: 1829, “One thing I
know."

W.—John'tQ : 3041. The eye of
aith,

Th.—Mark %:22-26. The healing
M

touch.
F.~2 Cor, 4:1-7. Blinded minds.
S.~2Kings 6 :8-17, Seeing the in-

visible,
S.—1 Cor. 2:%16. Spiritugl dis-

between the Feast of Tabernacles
{October) John 7 : 2, and the Feast
% uj?% Dedication (December) John

PLACE

Jerusalem, near one of the gates
of the Temple or of the City.
CATECHISM

Q. 35. Whatis sanctification?

A. Sanctification is the work of
God’s free grace, whereby we are
renewed in the whole man after
the image of God, and are ennbled
more and more todic unto sin,and
live uunto righteousness.

EXPOSITION

The disciples ask jor whose sin
the man was born blind.

II. The Miracles, 6, 7.

Jesus gives the blind man sight.

IIX. Testimony, 8-17.

The blind man testifies of his
healer to his neighbors and to the
Pharisees.

LESSON EYMNS

Book of Praise—25; 76 (Ps. Sel.) ;
38; 262; 156.

cting Links—Leaving Galilee, in
which Yegion He had now for some time
been, Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Feast
of Tabernacles in October. (John 7 : 2-10.)
It was six months before His death. Almost
immediately the Pharisees began to attack
Him. In the conversation of chapters 7
and 8 He had laid bare the utter depravity
of their conduct with the result that they
were seeking to be revenged upon Him.

The chief priests sent officers to arrest Him ¥

(7 : 82) and again He was like to be stoned
(8:59). The incident here recorded hap-
pened sometime between the Feast of Taber-
nacles in October and that of Dedication in
December (10 : 22).
I. A Question, 1-5.

V. 1. AsJesus paseed by ; perhaps near the

temple, a favorite resort for beggars. (v. 8;
Acts 3 :2.) Blind from kis birth. Blindness
was, and is, common in the East. *“Pal-
estine ranks next to Egypt, where one in
every hundred is blind.”” Here it is about
one in every nineteen hundred. Butit was
the fact of blindness from birth that inter-
ested the disciples. It isasrarein the FEast
as in the West. This man and his case were
evidently well known.

V. 2. Master, who did sinf The ordinary
belief of the day was that every disease or
deformity was due to some actual sin, either
one’sown sin or the sin of one’sparents. (See
the Book of Job.) In the present case it
could not have been the former, for the man
was born blind, unless, as some held, there

was a pre-evistence of the soul. This spec-
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ulative question they submit to Jesus.

V. 3. Jesus answered; by denying that
their notions were correct. This particular
blindness was not the result of any particu-
lar sin (Luke 13 : 1-5) either on the part of
the man or of his parents, true as it is that
sin brings suffering, and that the sins of the
parents are visited upon theirchildren. (Ex.
20 :5.) That the works of God. Affliction is
not always a punishment of sin. In Job’s
case it was a discipline to bring him nearer
God. In the present case it was a special
providence, bringing salvation to the man
and, through him, to others, thus showing
forth *the works of God.”

Vs, 4, 5. I must work; and not speculate
asg they wanted Him to do. (v. 2.) The Rev.
Ver. says, “We” must work. The Master
thus joins His disciples in the blessed min-
istry of service. Theworks; of mercy and
of love. While it is day; with its fleeting
opportunities. The night; of death, which
closes life’s day. When I am in the world
(Rev. Ver.) ; suggesting that His presence
is temporary. His earthly life was fast
drawing to a close. The light of the world ;
to illuminete its moral darkness (8 : 12). He
will give the man physical and spiritual
sight, that out of the darkness of his afflic-
tion may come light to himself and others.
(See on v. 3.)

TI. The Miracle, 6, 7.

V. 6. Anointedthe eyes, ote.  Salivaand clay
were used as a remedy for diseased eyes, but
not for blindness. But Christ evidently uses
this means to draw out the man’s faith.

Y. 7. Go wash. (For *““Siloam’’ see dic-
tionary for Quarter, page 286.) The stream
was looked upon as an emblem of salvation
and of the source of every blessing. (Isairh
8:6.) TWhich is by interpretation, Sent. The
explanation is John’s, ana no doubt Christ,
in sending the man there, wished to turn hisz
attention from the symbol to Himself, the
Sent from God, and the source of every
blessing. Came secing.  The cure was
instantancous and complete.

III. Testimony, 8-17.

Vs. 8-10. The neighbors. The man had

returned home, and not to Jesus, who had
probably gone elsewhere. Is not this he?
With opened eyes the face is so transformed
that they scarcely knew him. Verse 9 sets
forth the surprise and the comments of his
acquaintances, some of whom are certain,
and others not so sure, of hig identity. How
were thine eyes opened? A question of eager
curiosity.

V. 11. He answered; and “the vivid de-
tails of the narrative throughout suggest that
the man himself reported it. His personal
testimony is everywhere present like the
cvidence from Christian experience.”” (Rid-
dle.) The manthatis called Jesus (Rev. Ver.) ;
implying that they all had some knowledge
of the Christ, though they did not know
His real character.

Vs. 12,18, I know not. He is growing less
communicative. Perhaps he sees evidence
of hostility, as the cure was on the Sabbath.
(v. 14.) They; some of the neighbors.
Brought him to the Pharisees ; to get their
opinion as to the miracle and the healing on
the Sabbath day. The Pharisces were the
guardians of the law.

Vs. 14, 13. It was the Sabbath. The Sab-
bath question was often in discussion be-
tween Jesus and the Pharisees (John 5 : 16)
who had ravherall the world was blind and
remain so, than that the outward obser-
vanc 3s of the day should be broken. The
Pharisees also asked him; being anxious to
get some information to discredit Jesus and
the miracle. But the straightforward an-
swer non-plussed them. He said unto them.
His answer is brief, honest and brave.

V. 16. This man s not of God. They can-
not discredit the miracle, so they fall back
on the charge of Sabbath-breaking, and argue
that He cannot be a good man if He breaks
the law. But others said. They were not all
go prejudiced. There were some like Nic-
odemus and Joseph of Arimathea, who were
secret followers. There were others im-
pressed with the uniqueness of His works,
though they could not explain why He chose
to violate their Sabbath law. (See Christ’s
defence in Mark 2 : 23-28.)

Y. 17. They say therefore. In their help-
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lessness they turn again to the man. There
being a division (v. 16) each sidoe wished to
gain him. What sayestthowof im # ¢ Thou”
is emphatic. What inference dost thou
draw from the miracle? He is a prophet.
Encouraged by the division among them-
selves and by their helplessness, he boldly
staf »s his conviction. They thenseek to dis-
cr.1* the miracle through the evidence of the

parents (vs. 18-23), but failing, they fall back
upon the argument that Jesus is a sinner.
(v. 24) The man, however, shatters all their
theories with the single fact of the miracle.
(v. 25.) They lose their temper and excom-
municate him. (vs. 26-34.) But Jesuslovingly
receives him and he becomes adisciple. (vs.
35-38.) The disciples would now understand
what the® works of God ™ (v. 3) wer

APPLICATION

Master, who did sin, v. 2. The instinct
which connects sin and suffering is o true
one. Anyone can sece how much of the
sorrow that is in the world is the direct or
indirect result of sin and how much happier
the world would be if sin were done away.
At the same time, this view may be pressed
too far. Job’s friends pressed it too far
when they insisted that Job's calamities
were proof that he had been guilty of some
extraordinary iniquity. Jesus checks His
disciples as they fall into the same mistake.
It was not necessary to assume that the
life-long blindness of this man wasg the
punishment of some sin committed either
by the man’s parents or by the man himself
in sume previous sphere of existence. God
sends sorrow into human life for other pur-

!poses than the punishment of sin. In the
‘case of this man, the providence of God
foretaw that his blindness would be the
‘occasion of a great manifestation of God's
'‘power and goodness. It would afford a
testimony to the mission of Jesus and it
would bring to the man himself the greatest
blessing of his life, namely, hisacquaintance
'with the Saviour. So it has often been
-since. Sickness and pain have manifested
the love and power of God. They have
.been the means of leading the sufferer to the
Saviour and as tke Saviour’s grace has
proved sufficient for the sufferer, so that the
affliction has been strongly and paiiently
endured, witness has been borne for Jesus
,Christ.

I must work the works of him that sent me,
'v. 4. What are these works of God? Evid-
;ently such works as that which Jesus was
.about to perform—works of kindness, works

Jesus was devoted to such work. While the
day of life lasted e must be diligent in
such business. As it was said about Him
after He was gone, ‘““He went about doing
good.” (Acts 10: 38) Bt the clause
should read as in the Rev. Ver. : *“ Wemust
work.” Juoug joins us with Himself in this
conception of human duty. For us, also,
life in this world is hastening to its close
and our lesson is, that, while it lasts, we
should do all the good we can.

The night cometh, when no man can work, v.
4. “These words were engraved by Johnson
on his watch, placed by Scott on his dial at
Abbotsford, and sent by Carlyleashisstand-
ing motto for autographs.’*—Geikie.

T am the light of the world, v. 5. (See also
8:12.) We can all see how true thisis of
Christ, who not only restored sight to the
bodily blind, but has revealed to men the
truth about God and life and cternity. But
we should not forget that Christ has said to
His disciples (Matt. 5: 14), “Ye are the
light of the world.”” While He was in the
world it wasday. The sun was in the sky.
Now the sun has set, but the Church of
Christ is the moon, reflecting the light
borrowed from her Lord. Jesus depends
upon His people to let their light shine,
to continue to give to the world, as Hebegan
to do, the knowledge of God and the gospel
of Iis kingdom. There is a message also
for each individual Christian. (Phil. 2: 15.)
““Ye shine as lights (luminaries) in the
world.” Each of us may be—not the sun,
perhaps not even the moon—but at leasta
star-point, helping according to his ability
to enlighten the darkness, until the sun
shall rise again.

fof help, works of deliverance. The life of | He anointed the eyes of the blind man with
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the clay, v. 6. ** Qur Lord here made use of
means, which, in part at least, were natural
and found their place in the ordinary pre-
scriptions of the day . The Great
Physician, then, by using the ordinary
means, will teach men that the healing
powers of nature are His gracious gift and
that they are increased at the Giver’s will.
. The loss of a channel of com-
munication between the individual man and
the outer world is compensated by some
special means which way help to assure him
of the presence of the true Healer, and may
furnish a foundation for hig faith and hope.
The blind man cannot see the look of com-
passion which others can see, but the saliva
or clay applied to the eye gives force to the
word which is heard by the ear. The mecans
is chiefly moral, preparing in the sufferer a
mental condition, which can receive the gift
of healing, and the physical gift is itself
regarded as a stage in the spiritual edu-
cation.””—Rev. H. W. Watkins, M.A.
Iamhe,v.9. Yes, it was the same man.
But how different! What a changed thing
his life was! He had known nothing of
the appearance of the world about him.
What ideas he had were probably wrong.
Now he sees, for the first time, the beauty
of sky and tree and grass and flower. He
had been a blind beggar, a burden and an
encumbrance upon society. Now, with sight

OW
Themm&& ty of the

disciples and the compassion of Jesus. v. 2.

Suffering is not to be regarded in every
case as special punishment for particular
sin. v. 3.

Blessed are they by whose suffering the
grace and power of God are manifested. v. 3.

The works of God are works that bring
men blessing and life. v. 4.

In such works we are partners with
Christ. v. 4. (Rew. Ver.)

Night brings remorse for the idler, rest
for the worker. v. 4.

‘T heard the voice of Jesus say,
Iam this dark world’s light ;

bestowed, he can take his place among those
who contribute to the well-being of the
world.  Such is the change that takes place
when Christ imparts to men the light of
life. The man is the same, yet he iy a
““new creature: old things passed away, all
things become new.”” (2 Cor. 5: 17.)

How can a man that is a sinner do such
miracles ? v. 16. The miracles of Jesus afford
strong evidence of the genuineness of His
divine commission and the truth of Chris-
tianity. The character of the miracles (for
they were all works of love and mercy)
show that they could not have been delu-
sions wrought by some conjurer and deceiver
of men. Then, if they were genuine works
of power, they show that God was at Christ’s
back, and by these miracles God is saying to
men, *‘This is my beloved Son : hear him.”

He 3 a prophet, v. 17. The miracle had
exercised its evidential power in the case of
the blind man. He had already come so
far as to believe that Jesus was a prophet—
a true messenger from God. Thisisnota
complete view of Christ’s person, butitisa
most important step. For when we believe,
with Nicodemus, that Jesus is a ‘““teacher
come from God,” we must surely listen to
what He tells us and believe His word.
Then we shall soon learn from Him deeper
truth as to His relation to God and His
mission to the world.

PAl* RAPHS
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.’—v. 5.
Christ honors the use of means. v. 6.
If we obey we are sure of a blessing. v. 7.
One whom Jesus has touched is the same,
yet not the same, as he was before, v. 9.
It is lawiful to do well on the Sabbath
day. (Matt. 12:12.) v. 14,
By His works we know Jesus. v. 16,
We know that He is a teacher come from
God, for no man could do the miracles

which He did except God were with Him.
(John 3: 2.) v. 17.

Dr. Moon, of Brigl.lton, at the very height
of all his mental powers and acquisitions,
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became totally blind. At first there was
constant rebellion against God. He could
not and would nob submit. * What are all
my acquisitions? What are all my powers
worth now, when I am shut up here, and
the whole world shut out?”” But Dr. Moon
began to ask himself if it was possible that
he might help blind men to read the Word
of God ; and while his own eyes were sight-
less he invented theMoon system or alphabet;
and that has now gone into twenty different
countries, and has assimilated to itself the
langnages of those countrizs; and from three
to four millions of blind people all over the
world are reading the Word of God in their
native tongues because Dr. Moon’s eyes
became blind.—Dr. Arthur T, Pierson.

And who art thou that braggest of thy life
ofidleness ; complacently showest thy bright
equipages ; sumptuouns cushions; appliances
for folding the hands to mere sleep? Look-
ing up, looking down, around, behind or
before, discernest thou any idle hero, saint,
god, oreven devil? Not a vestige of one.
In the heavens, in the earth, in the waters
under the earth, isnone like unto thee. One
monster there is in the world: the idle
man.—Carlyle.

There is intense joy in work when it is
done and well done. The humblest me-
chanic feels this pleasure, when he sees the
article he has been making passing out of his
handsperfect. The poet surely feels it when
he writes Finis at the end of the work into
which he has poured. the full force of his
genius. What must it haie been to William
Wilberforce to hear on his death-bed that
the cause to which he had devoted the toil
of a lifetime had triumphed, 2and to know
that, when he died, there would not be a
single slave breathing in any of the depen-
dencies of Britain !—Dr. James Stalker.

*The night cometh when no man can
work.” Remember this, O ministers, asyou
preach ; O teachers, as you ply your pupils
with the truth. Remember this, O rich men
who feel generally that you should do good,
but put it off. Remember this, O ye men
and women unready to die, dreaming per-

haps that some day you can begin and work
out a righteousness for yourselves. The
night cometh. No working there, nosecond
probation. It is, as to this life, “Now or
never.”’—Dr. John Hall.

All the light that there is in wood, or coal,
or candle, or in anything else that makes a
light, is derived from the sun. The light
that comes from the burning of the wood is
simply the releasing of the light that has
been accumulated from the rays of the sun
shining upon the tree while it was growing
year after year. And so with all the truth
and righteousness in the world. Whatever
goodness is manifested by men to-day has
come from the Sun of Righteousness, from
the ¢ True Light, which lighteth every
man.” (John1:9.)

Sin is my blindness, Lord ; sin my disease ;

Sin veils my heart ; sin robs my soul of
peacs ;

Sin keeps ne back from loving sight of Thee ;

Have mercy, Lord | Fromsin, Oset me free!

My cry is heard! Thy mighty, loving hand

Hag touched my inner eye; at Thy com-
mand -

The darkening scales have fallen from my
heart,

And now I see Thee, Jesus, as Thou art!

Amen.
—Dr. John Jenkins

It was the belief, in antiquity, that the
saliva of one who was fasting was of benefit
to weak eyes, and that clay relieved those
who suffered from tumors on the eyelids. It
may be that Jesus thought of this; at any
rate, stooping to the ground, and mixing
saliva with some of the dust, He touched
the eyes of the blind man with it, and then
sent him to wash it off in the pool of Siloam.
It was impossible that the clay or the water
could restore the eyesight, but Jesus had
once more asserted His right to do works of
merey on the Sabbath, in opposition to the
narrow pretences of the Pharisees ; and the
faith of the man himself was put to the test.
e forthwith did as commanded, and his
sight was at once made perfect.—Geikie.
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Rev. W. Ewing says of Jewish Sabbath
obscrvance : ¢ Wine might not be injected
into the eyes on the Sabbath, but the eye-
brows might.be washed with it. Onthatday,
however, m \n might not even touch the eye:

-

i

mt 1@ Lesson before the last, Jesus made @
plea for the humble and helpless. Here He
puts Iis words into practice. This may an-
swer foran introduction and the juniorclasses
may be led through the narrative of to-day,
step by step, until the blind man who sat
begging (vs. 1, 8), looks joyfully out of his
newly-opened eyes into the face of the Lord
who had healed him and reverently wor-
ships Him (v. 38). Let the details of the
story be well imbedded in the minds of the
scholars, It will need little application. It
will apply itself.

An older class might be invited to

The Srupy OF A PrOBLEM.

1. The Problem is—the man born blind.
Tt was unusual (See Exposition). Wherefore
this man born blind?

2. The disciples’ effort lo solve the problem. A
very futile one it was; no wiser than the
efforts of Job’s friends to unravel the mystery
of his afflictions. ¢ He has sinned,’”’ they
say, ‘“before his birth; perhaps in some
previous state of being,”’ or ‘‘his parents
have sinned.” The disciples are notsatisfied
with their own explanations. They are
mere guesses. We have good eyes, bubafter
all, we can see but a little way into the deep
things of God’s ways with men.

3. How Jesus deals with the problem.

(a) By a plain statement, v. 3, which
penetrates, like a shaft of sunlight, into the
darkness. It is God’s way of showing
Himself and His marvellous power and
grace—to the man, and to all men who
should hear of it.”” Jesus, Himself, ‘“the
Light of the world,” was about to let the
light in upon these blind eyes, that the
man’s soul should sce the light and that
many through this work of healing might
be led to the light.

(b) In a practicil way. Tle gives the blind
man his sight, thus showing forth God’s

lids with spittle.”” The Sabbath had become
a fetish to the Pharisecs, as Italian brigands,
reckless about human life, are careful not to
take it on a Friday. That ig a day for fast-
ing, a sacred day.

TEACHING HINTS ‘AND HELPS

mighty power and coumpassion. He leads
the blind man, through this new experience
of blessing, through the haterful jealousy and
unreasonableness of the Pharisees, and
through a fresh revelation of Himself (vs.
35-38), to a full knowledge of his divine
Saviour und Lord.

‘We may learn from the lesson (1) To seek
the solution of life’s mysteries from God;
(2) To realize how full of might and mercy
Christ is ;' (8) To imitate our Lord’s example
in giving practical he]Q, not mere talk,, to

the suffering, W
Questions for Junmors—Count the mirdples

connected with blindness recorded in the
Gospels.

1. Where may Christ have been? Whom
does He see? What was Christ’s fecling
towards Him ?

2, 8. Who spoke to Jesus? Whatquestion
asked? Whatdid Jesusreply ? Wno allows
suffering? For what purpose? (Heb. 12:
6,7; Rev. 3:19.)

4, 5. When did Christ say He must work ?
Why, then? How does He speak of Him-
self? (v. 5.) Where are there references?
(John 3: 19; Rev. 21:23.)

6, 7. What means used by Christ in the
miracle? Did Healways usemeans? (Mark

*110: 51, 52.) 'What command did He give?

With what result? Where was the pool of
Siloam ?

8, 9. What said by the man’s neighbors?
How did blind men frequently make their
living? (Acts3: 1.) What was the opinion
of others? What did the man himself say ?

10-12. What three steps in the cpening of
his eyes?

13, 14. Before whom was the blind man
brought? By whom? What day was it
when he was healed ?

15-17. What was the complaint of some
of the Pharisces? What did others of them
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say? What was the man’s own opinion?
1low was he treated ? (v. 3+.) Whoreceived
him? (v. 35.) To what was he led? (v. 38.)

For Seniorsy—1, 2. What was the three-fold
affiiction of the man in to-day’s lesson?
Why was blindness so common in the East?
What false insinuation made agdinst the
man? What was the common opinion about
suffering? (Job 4:7; 8:6.) Who thought
the same? (Acts 28:4.) What are the
different uses of affliction ?

3, 4. What was Christ’s verdict? When
did He teach the smme truth? (Luke13:
1-5.) What had Christ said when Lazarus
was dying? (John 11:4.)

5. Who had prophesied about Christ?
(Isa. 85: 5; 42: 7.) How wag it fulfilled?
(Luke 4 : 18-21,) In what sense is Christ
the Light of the world ? (2 Cor. 4: 6.)

6, 7. What virtue in the clay? Why
used? Where was the man sent? Whatis
the meaning of Siloam? Of what was the
command a test ?

8-11. What change noticed in the blind
man? How can a greater change be effected

FOR TEACHERS OF

Connection—Repeat ¢ Blessed are the peace-
makers” also the ¢ Peacemaker’ verse of
last Lesson. Have we tried to be forgiving
with sisters, brothers and playmates? Re-
call Lesson.

Introduction—Let the children place their

in boys and girls? What investigationinade
by the neighbors?  How did thisstrengthen
the man’s faith ?

13-17. What were the chief pointsin the
procedure before the Pharisees? On what
did they disagree? How did some reason 7
How, others? What did they do to the
blind man? Iow was he blessed WI y

Bible Side Lights—Branp—Deut, Wh‘
Job29: 15; Ps, 146: 8; Isa. 29: 18; 42: 7.

Licur or Tne WorrLp—Ps, 27: 1; Matt.
4:16; Luke 2:82; John 1:5, 9; 3:19;
8:12; 12: 35, 36, 46.

Tue SasBaT—Ex. 16: 23, 25; 20: 10;
31: 12-17 ; Isa. 5S: 13, 14; Mark 2: 27, 28.

A Division—Luke 12: 51 ; Jo}m 7:48;
10:19; 1 Cor. 11: 18.

A Proporr—Deunt. 18: 15; Acts 3:22;
Matt. 13 : 57, 58 ; Luke 13 : 33 ; 24: 19.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

S_1. The Connection between Suffering and
in. .

2. The Pool of Siloam.

3. How the blind man cane to beyéve.

hJ

fingers over their closedveyes while you talk
of the sadness of being blind, not able to see
all the beautiful thingsaboutus. How sorry
weshould feel for those whoare blind ! Men-
tion may be made of the way in which blind
boys and girls are taught to read. If pos-
sible, show a sample of the
raised printing fortheblind.

THEE LITTLE ONES

N P
PN .
&= &=

EYES
MIND

HEART

‘Tell the story of Dr. Moon.
(Points and Paragraphs.)
% Blind Man — Jesus
had been preaching in the
Temple. TheJewsgot very
angry at Him, and would
have stoned Him, but He
withdrew Himself from
them. Tell of the little
baby that was born blind,
growing up to boyhood and
manhood. Picture the
scene. Here he sits at the
gate of the Temple, begging,

0cAMy mmnn o~ UM Zmyd

not able to earn money,
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holding out his hand for coins from passers-
by. It was Sabbath and crowds were enter-
ing the Temple gates. Jesus came along.
Tell the rest of the story. Speak of the
prompt obedience of the blind man. How
wonderful that he could trust Jesus sol
Who gave him his trust?

Eyes Opened—Ile was now able to sce.
Picture the surprise of the neighbors when
they met the man walking and seeing. Re-
late how simply and bravely he told what
Jesus had done for him. Teach Golden
Text, and tell how, afterwards (vs. 85-38),
he came to ¢‘ see Jesus.”

Olher Blind People—Many people who can
see with their eyes have ““blind minds?”
and ““blind hearts.”” Many pcople have
never * scen Jesus.”’

We have & ‘Picture Book’ where we
can see Jesus, (Show Bible.) We read
what He did and we know just what a kind,
loving face He must have had. This is
seeing Jesus “‘with our minds.” Many
girls and boys have never had this  Picture
Rook of Jesus.”  Seeing Jesus with our hearls

ig just loving IIim and learning from Him,

Practical  Thoughts—Send this ** Picture
Book '’ to little heathen boysand girls. Tell
others of the blessings we have, because now
we ‘““‘see Jesus.”

It is well to encourage children who have
any physical deformity. God has work for
them to do, perhaps greater work than they
could have done if they had been perfectly
formed. Dr. Matheson, who wrote Hymn
185 in the Book of Praise, is blind and a
great preacher and writer, Fanny Crosby,
who wrote that sweet hymn, ¢ All the way
my Saviour leads me ”’ {Book of Praise, 320),
and many others, is blind.

In lands full of darkness across the blue
wave

Are many dear children the Lord died to
save, )

Poor, blind, heathen children far over the sea,

For light they are pleading, that shines here
g0 free. i

No kind Christian parents to show them the
way,

To tell them of Jesus, or teach them to pray.

BLACEBOARD REVIEW

ONE THING | HNOW

Try to get the scholars to talk a little. They sce on the blackboard—* ONE THING
I KNOW.” Before they are asked what the one thing was the blind man knew, ask them
for some one precious thing they know (are perfectly sure of) concerning themselves. One
will perhapssay, ‘“Iknowthat Iamalive’’ ; another, I know that I can hear” ; another,
Y know that my mother loves me, and my father’’ ; and so on. Show how doubt or
ignorance on the points named would spoil their whole life ; and how blessed it is to be
able to sayin regard to such things, ¢“I know.” Now for the experience of the blind man.
Even the youngest will be ready with thestory. ¢ What was it that made him so happy ?*’

He knew that his eyes had been opened and that he could now see.

Tell how happy

those are who are sure that they can see Jesns. No one grown person or child should
be content until able to say,‘ One thing I kirow—1I see Jesus, my Saviour.”
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Lissov IX,
John 10: 1-16.

1 Verily, vcrili', I say unto you, He that entereth
not by the door into the 1sheepfold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth ; and the sheep hear
his voice: aud he calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out.

4 And 3when he putteth forth his own sheep, he
goeth before them, snd the sheep follow him: for
they know his voice.

5°And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him: for they know nct the voice of strangers.

8 This parable spake Je'sus unto them: but they
understood not what things they were which he
spake unto them.

7 3 Then sald Je'sus unto them again, Verily, verily,
Isay unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

8 All that4ever came before me are thieves and
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them,

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he

JESUS THE GO0OD SHEPHERD
Commit to memory vs. 9-11,

August 26, 1900
Read Ps. 23; John 10: 1-21.

shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find

pasture,

10 The thicf cometh not, but s for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: Itam come that they 7might
have life, and that they 7inight have it 8 more abun-

dantly.

11 f' am the good shepherd: the good shepherd
9giveth his life for the sheep. -

12 But he that is an hireling, and not 19 the shep-
herd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf
coming, and leaveth the sheep and fleeth: and the
wolf 1 eatcheth them. and seattereth 12 the sheep.

13 13The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling,
and careth not for the sheep.

14 Tam the good shepherd, and know 14my sheep,
and am known of mine,

15 15 As the Father knoweth me, 16even so know I
the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep,

16 And other gsheep I have, which are not of this
fold : them also I must bring, and they shall hear my
;ok(:le; and 17 there shall be one fold and one shep-

erd.

Revised Version—! Fold of the sheep ; 2When he hath put forth all his own, he goeth : 3 Jesus there-

fore said; 4 Omit ever; 6 That he ma;

steal and kill and

destroy ; 6Came: 7May ; 8 Omit mor.; ¢ Layeth

down ; 10 A 5 11 Snatcheth ; 12 Them; 13 He fleeth; M Mine own and mine own know me; 13 Evenas; 16And T

know ; 17They shall become one flock.

GOLDEN TEXT

The good shepherd giveth higlife
for the sheep. John10: 11.

TIME AND PLACE

Following close upon the last
Lesson, Autumn of A.D. 29, and

LESSON PLAN
I. A Parable ofthe Sheepfold, 1-6.

in or near Jerusalem, c'tl“he mbb%t[; dtlml;i"gd intsoime

DAILY READINGS OATECEISM ?) er way ; the shepherd entering

. y the door and leading forth his

M.—John 10 1-16. Jesus, the Good mQ,-,,gg(;g%a;ggg;be:;g&;;”%ﬁg own sheep who knuow’ his voice

Shepherd. Srom justy ation, adoplion.and sanc. and follow him,

T.-Johnl 10: 17-30. Safety of the | Zification a 1T, The Door, 7-10.

sheep. A, The benefits which, in this | st is the d £ the sl .

W,—Ezekiel 34: 1-10. False she ife, do accompany or flow from wist 13 the door of the sheep;

? herds. 0 P ustification, adoption, and sancti- entering in by Him they shall ge

Th.—Ezekiel34:11-19. Deliverance.

F.—Ezckiel_34: 20-31. One shep-
erd.
s.—--Psulim 23. Guiding and keep-

ng. .
S.—1 Peter 2: 1925, Fot us,
Ay s

ecting Links—The Pharisces cast
the blind man out from the synagogue, and
excluded him from all religious privileges
because he persisted in his belief that Jesus
was a prophet. Jesus, however, received
him into His kingdom, and at the same time
passed judgment on the Pharisees, who,
assuming to be the religious leaders of the
people, were utterly blind and self-gsecking.
(See Lesson of last Sabbath and vs. 34-41.)
Jesus in the parable of this Lesson contrasts
their false guidance with His own.
I. A Parable of the Sheepfold, 1-6.

V. 1. Verily, verily; ‘‘ Amen, amen,” an.

emphatic way of beginning an important
statement. Unfo you; specially to those
spoken of in chapter 9: 40, 41, but through

fication, are, assurance of God’'s
ove, peaceof conscience, jog in the
Holy Ghost, increase of grac
perseverance therein to the cud.
LESSON HYMNS

Book of Praise—182; 134; 456
522; 14 (Ps. Sel.).

saved. Through Him they have
nourishment and life,

IIX, The Good 8hepherd, 11-16.

Christ is the Good Shepherd, giv-
ing His life for the sheep, known
of them, and whe will gather all
His sheep into one fold.

e, and

EXPOSITION

them to all false and self-seeking teachers.
e that entereth not by the door. Shepherds
in the East gather their flocks into an en-
closure surroundéd by a wall. The entrance
is guarded by a doorkeeper or porter, who
opens the door for the shepherd in the
morning. Some other way; over the wall,
not through the door. Thief; one who
steals by fraud. Robber; one who plunders
by violence.

Vs. 2, 3. Entereth in by the door. Every
evening each shepherd brought his sheep
from the pasture and delivered them into
the safe keeping of the porter, and every
morning came again for them. The shepherd;
better ‘“a shepherd.” The expression is
general, agthere is usually more than one
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flock in the fold. The figure applics to all
true shopherds of God's flock. (For “the
door'* gseoon v. 7.)  The porter. Seeonv. 1.
Hear his woice. 'They recognize him when
he calls then.  Culleth his own sheep by name.
In the Last ench sheep has, and knows, its
own name, and it is his own only that the
shophord calls.

Vs, 4, 5. Pulleth forth ; literally meaning
that he may have to urge some unwilling
sheep to leave the fold; implying ‘‘that
even true disciples must be urged to leave
the fold of Judaism.” (Riddle.) Goeth
before them. The Eastern shepherd never
drives, but leads. A sfranger ; not necessarily
a thief, but any one whom they do not
know. A Scotch traveller changed clothes
with a Jerusalem shepherd and tried to lead
the sheep ; but the sheep followed the shep-
herd’s voice and not the clothes. Verses
5and 6 set forth familiar facts of shepherd
lifo in tho Tast. Christ is contrasting the
false guidance of the Pharisees with His
own guidance. They drove, but He led, as
illustrated in the case of the blind man.

V. 6. Thisparable ; not the usual word for
parable. It literally means an out-of-the-
way saying, or proverb. Unio them. See
9: 40, 41,  But they undersiood not. The
terms were pliin enough (See Ezek. 34: 1-
19), but they would not make the applic-
ation.

IX. The Door, 7-10.

Vs, 7, 8. Jesus thercfore said wnto them ; in
explanation of the parable. I am the dvor ;
through which all may pass to the fuld of
salvation. Jesus is the only means of en-
trance into the kingdom of God. (Acts
4:12) AU that ever came before me; not
the prophets, but all who claimed an
arbitrary authority over God’s people, as
did,the Pharisces over the blind man. Did
nat hear them ; the truly spiritual—the sheep
of God’s pasture—did not recognize them as
their guides.

V. 0. Twm the door ; repeated for emphasis.
Any wman, . Mow wide open the dour is
thrown! Sared.  Iow rich the blessing
offered!  In and out; implying familiar
fellowship and perfeet freedom. (S: 82.)

Find pasture.  Christ’s sheep have an abun-
dant supply of food. (6: 35. Read alsu the
Shepherd Psalm, Ps. 23.)

V. 10. That he may steal (Rev. Ver.). The
false religious teachers had no care for the
sheep. Thoroughly selfish, they would help
themselves at their expense. That they might
have life,; in striking contrast with the mo-
tive of the false shepherds, “‘Life’ includes
every human blessing and virtue. Abun-
dantly; wave upon wave.

III. The Good Shepherd, 11-18.

V. 11. I am the good shepherd. The Greek
word for ‘good’ means literally * beauti-
ful,” ¢ brave.” Loyeth down his life; the
highest quality in a shepherd. Jesus gave
His life as a ransom for His people. (Matt.
20: 28.)

Vs. 12, 13. The hircling ; the teacher who
works for his pay and not for his Lord.
Seeth.  He observes the danger, but he does
not care. Thewolf. This includes all that
threaten the sheep. Fleeth. His interest
being purely selfish, he will risk nothing
when danger threatens. Catcheth; the indi-
vidual sheep. Scatlereth ; the whole flock.
Carcth not.  Jesus did care. It was through
love He died. (Gal. 2: 20.)

Vs. 14, 15. Tam the good. shepherd ; repeated
(v. 11) for greater emphasis. And krnow mine
own (Rev. Ver.); the sccond mark of a good
shy sherd.  (Seeon v. 11.) Jesus reads the
hearts of His disciples and knows their
wants, their sorrows and their sins. Afine
vwn know me (Rev. Ver.) ; and are willing to
trust and follow His lend. Fuven as the Father
knvweth me.  This is closely connected with
verse 14, and shows that ‘“ this reciprocal
knowledge (between Christ and the believer)
is su sure and profound that it can only be
compared to the mutual knowledge between
the Father and the Son.” (Dods.) I lay
down my life; to redeemn His people. (Gal.
2:20.)

V. 16. Other shecp I have; a plain reference
to the Gentiles. Not of this fold. Sheep
were sometimes separated for the night in
different folds.  Jesus says that, when the
night of division is over, He will gather Jew
and Gentile into one flock. I must bring;

0y
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through the preaching of the gospel and by
the power of the Spirit. They shull become
one flock (Rev. Ver.); not ‘““one fold,” as

in ordinary version. Th ion oin one
W APPLICATION

The sheep did not hear them, v. 8. What
is true of the sheep and the voice of the
stranger is true also of man and of every
voice which is not of God. The heart of
the child answers to the voice of the father;
it trembles at any voice which is unknown.
The conscience of mankind knows the voice
of God ; but it will not hear the voice of the
devil, nor the unreal voice of men claiming
to speak in God’s name. It will not call
bitter sweet; nor sweet bitter; darkness
light ; nor light darkness. It will not accept
the false, the impure, the wrong, foritisthe
God in man which ever is and ever must be
true and holy and right. So it was that the
teaching of the scribes and Pharisees never
really influenced the masses of the people ;
for it was concerned with the externals of
matter and form, and they wanted the living
truth, So it has been that systems of error
have had their day, but have had no prin-
ciple of life, because they were not the vcice
of God speaking to the heart of man ; and
in so far gs they have lived at all it has been
because the error has been but in the form,
or hag been in part only of the substance,
which hagalso contained some germ of truth.

I am the door, v. 9. Let all teachers re-
member that he who would be anacceptable
and successful shepherd of the flock must
first himself come to Christ, and through
Christ Himself enter into the fuid of salva-
tion. Thither, too, he must continually
resort and by heavenly connnunion refresh
his soul. Thus, as he goes in and out from
the divine presence, he will be able to find
and furnish pasture for his fluck.

The thief cometh not . . Zamcome .
. v. 10. The contrast heve set forth still
stands. It is a contrast not only between
Christ and the false teachers of His day, but
between Christ and the false teachers of any
day, between Christ the Master and Model,
and all false teachers, between the Good

Church of all believers isimprobable. Their
growing unity of spirit and purpose and effort
such a mecting as the Ecumenical Missionary
Conierence in April last wakes manifest.

Shepherd and the great thief, between Christ
and the devil.

(1) The thief takes; the Shepherd gives.
We can see the spirit of the devil in the
world which he rules. Apart from: Christ
the world is ruled by the spirit of selfishness,
the spirit which takes. Into this selfish
world Christ came. He came asking for
nothing for Himself. He came to give. He
taught that it was more blessed to give than
to receive. Aud Hc said of Himself, ¢ The
Son of man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give Hislife a ransom
for wany.”

(2) The thief takes life; the Shepherd gives
life. 'When Christ speaks of life, He does
not mean mere existence, but the active,
useful, happy exercise of man’s highest fac-
ulties. The devil tries to take away from
man the possibility of such a life. He
comes to kill. He tempts man to what is
selfish, sensual and false, until the nobler
life slips from his grasp and he is no longer
a man in the highest sense, but only a
“ beast who takes hisg license in the field of
time.”” But Jesus, by leading men to God,
and bringing them into communion with
Him, gives them that eternal life which con-
sists in knowing and loving and serving God.

(3) The thicf takes life eternally ; the Shep-
herd gives life abundantly. The thief comes
to destroy. The saddest and most awful
thing about the work of the evil one is that
it does not stop ®ith this life. Tt leads to
the second death, the death which does not
die. In contrast with this, Jesug ushers us
into a life of boundless outlovk. We are

. |changed into His image, *‘from glory to

glory.”

And am known of mine, v. 14. Christ’s
people know Him somewhat as Te knows
Ilis Father. They know ITim when He calls
to them. Something in them responds to
His voice and they come to Him Then
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they get to krow IHim better. They learn
that He is a good Master. Others may
think of Him as hard, but His people know
that in His service there is rest. Because
they know Him they are not afrrid to
follow Him. They know that He is wise
and kind, and they know that what He
wants them to do will be the best thing to
do, and that where He wants them to go
will be the best place to go. So they fulluw
Him in the dark, as well as in the light, and
where the way is rough and steep, as well as
where it is smooth and easy.

Sad buttrue, that many who have occupied
placcs of spiritual trust have thought only
of fleccing the flock, not of shepherding it.
v, 8.

He who teaches men what is false or
tempts them to what is wroeng is robbing
then of their most precious pussession. v. 8.

Nothing will widely and permanently
attract and hold men but the truth asitis
in Jesus, v. 8.

Satan is a thief, a liar and a murderer.
(John 8 : 44). v. 10.

Goodness can go no farther than laying
down its life. v. 11,

1f Christ can love us much whom He
knows well, should not we love Him much
though we know Him but a little? v. 1.4

That which Christ foretold and that for
which He prayed (17 : 20y must surely come
to pass; and we and the many nations who
were outside the ancient fold shall haved
place in the flock when the Shepherd
gathers all Hisown. v. 16.

The sheepfold of the Eas®is an enclosure
made of high stakes or palings, As the
evening closes in, the shepherd comes from
the pasture land leading his flock of sheep.
It is a small flock always, such as he can
oversee easily ; and he knows every sheep
by nature and by name. He leads the flock
into the fold. Another shepherd comes
with hig flock. And when all the flocks
are housed, the porter shuts the door (each
shepherd having gone home to his cottage

Other sheep I have, v. 16, It is a precious
thought for us that Jesus, when in the world,
was interested not only in the immediate
circle of His disciples and those who were
His kinsmen according to the flesh. Among
the Gentiles, also, there were those who
were dear to the Shepherd’s heart. And, as
in John 17 : 20. He looks across the years
and prays for *‘ them also which shall believe
on me through their word,” it gives heart
for missions and ground for widest brother-
hood. The Good Shepherd will rest not
until they all are gathered in.

%NTB AND PARAGRAPHS

in the neighiboring village), and stays beside
the flock till morning. In the night a thief
comes stealthily, climbs over the palings,
and slips down noiselessly into the fold.
He lays hold of one of the sheep. But the
porter hag seen him. There is a struggle.
If not the porter himself, at least the sheep
he has seized, is killed, and probably
destroyed. He escapes before the shepherd
arrives in the morning. With the early
dawn the shepherds come. Each shepherd
knocks at the door of the sheepfold; the
porter opens. He calls his own flock by
name, and they follow him away to the
pasture ground of the day.—Expository
Times.

There are degrees of physical life. Some
are born into the world with a low vitality,
and life is a burden to them and a perpetual
struggle. They have just sufficient vital
energy to hold body and sou! together, but
none to spare for aught beyond. Limp and
inert they are borne along by whatever cur-
rent of circumstance they happen to be in,
with no power either of work or of resistance ;
whereas others possess such a redundancy
of life and animal spirits that they must be
ever pouring forth their superfluous energy.
They toil laboriously and then expend as
much vital force -in recreation as would
suffice some people for a day’s work. They
have *‘ Life abundantly.”” To these, exist-
ence is a joy, and effort a delight. There is
a corresponding difference in men spiritually.
With regard to the higher part of their
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nature some persons can hardly be said to
be alive at all; they may be deseribed as
snbsisting, vegetating, rather than asliving ;
while there are other God-intoxicated souls,
who may be said positively to riot in the
display of spiritual energies, and who devote
themselves ceaselessly to the conquest of
life’s highest possibilities.—J. Halsey.

How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnish’d, not to shine in use
As tho’ to breathe were life. —Tennyson.

There are various kinds of knowledge.
As I go down street T meet 2 man. I know
him by sight ; I know his name ; thatisall.
The knowledge which T have of a little
child in my home is of a very different

kind. Now Jesus eays, ‘T know mine own,
even ag the Fatber knoweth me.”  There is
a knowledge which one gains by reading,
another which one gains by experience. 1
read about Lord Roberts in the newspapers
and think I know n good deal about him.
But my knowledge is quite different from
that of the soldier who has fought under
him, who has been subject to his discipline
and whom he has led to victory. So there
is a knowledge of Jesus Christ which we
may get from books, but when He says,
¢ Mine own know me as I know the Father,”
He includes the deeper knowledge of ex-
perience, the knowledge which we gain as
we subject our lives to His discipline and
Iis guidance.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

¢

T@aim in every lesson should be to get
at its central truth and drive it home. The
central truth here is vital. The Golden
Text contains it. It is the fact of the atone-
ment. It leads directly to the cross of
Christ. Accepted, it is the gateway of life.

The central truth is got at the most
certainly and .usually the most swiftly by
searching for it, exactly as the Spirit of God
has set it in the passage. This process in
the present case lends itself to the pictur-
esque and is not above the comprehension
of the beginners,

Jesus had given a blind man his sight.
(Lesson of last Sabbath.) The Pharisees
were jealous and angry. Jesus rebuked
them (9: 39-41) and He speaks the words
of this passage to thex and to the Jews to
reveal Himself as the true Guide and Life-
giver. It is not by way of boasting, but
that they may be saved.

First, there is the parable of the sheepfold.
The téacher will be careful to explain the
construction of the fold (a picture is useful)
and to make these four scenes vivid: (a)
The robber getting access to the fold; (b)
The shepherd entering by the door ; (¢) The
shepherd leading forth his own sheep; (d)
The sheep follewing because they know him.

Next, there is Christ, the Door. Putina
way that the scholars can understand it the

three-fold promise of v. 9, safety, freedom,
food. Bring out the contrast between the
great thief and destroyer, the devil (See
‘ Application’’) and the Great Life-giver.
The incoming tide is the illustration fo.
*“abundantly.” (v. 10.)

Finally, put your whole soul into display-
ing the Good Shepherd, who (a) Gives His
life for the sheep (Calvary) ; (b) Xeeps close
to His sheep and keeps the sheep close to
Him; (c) Plans to gather His owx:-igm

every nation. y A

Questions for Jum-g Zggm%e ect
of the miracle recorded in the last Lesson?
(John 9: 40.) Where was the discourse of
the present Lesson spoken? In what form?
(v.6.) Why was that form of speaking so
often used by Jesus?

1, 2. What is the Lesson Topic? Give the
divisions of the Lesson Plan. Where do
Eastern shepherds gather their flocks at
night? Describe a sheepfold. How many
doors? What use do the shepherds make
of the door? How do thieves and robbers
getin?

8-5. Who opens the door? To whom?
What follows? How do the sheep recognize
the voice? Does the shepherd lead or drive
his flock? Who is the true Leader of boys
and girls, of men and women? (Heb. 12:
1, 2.)

-
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6-8. What is a parable? Why did they
not understand? What does Jesus say of
1limeelf? What of their religiovs lenders?
What proof 1. ¢ these were not true shep-
herds?

9, 10. Why is ‘I amthe door?’ repeated?
What ismeant by ““ being saved ”” ? “finding
pasture”? Tor what does the thief come?
For what did Jesus come?

11-13. Distinguish between the good shep-
herd and the hireling.

14-16. What great act of love did Jesus
dc? Whomeantby ¢ othersheep’ ? Have
they all been brought to Christ? What is
our duty towards them?

Jor Seniors—1-56. Upon what did Christ
found His parables? What seven objects
uged in the one of to-day’s Lesson? Picture
an Oriental shepherd’s ways with his flock.
What do Christ’s followers hear in His
voice? How should they follow it ?

6-8. How is Christ the door of the sheep ?
Who represented by thieves and robbers?

9, 10. Through whom does Christ bestow
spiritual life? How may we obtain it? In
what measure? What was Jesus’ crowning
act of love? What blessings has that act

procured for men ?

11. By what Old Testament writers was
Chirist referred to as the Good Shepherd?
(Ps. 23; Isa. 40:11; Zech. 13:7.) By
what name is He called in the Hebrews?
(ch.13: 20.) By Feter? (1Pet 5:4.)

12, 13. What difference in the conduct of
the good shepherd and of the hireling ?

14-16. What was the extent of God’s love
to the world? (John 8: 16.) . Why should
Christ be loved supremely ?  "What are the
chief marks of Jesusas the Good Shepherd?

Tue Porrer—2 Sam. 18: 26; 2 Xings 7:
10; 1 Chr. 9: 21 ; Mark 13: 84.

Tiieves AND Roppens—DMatt. 6: 10; 24
43; Luke 10: 30; Ex. 22: 2, 7.

Tue Hirerine—Job 7: 1, 2; 14: 6; Isa.
16: 14 .
The Goop SmrpPHERD—Ps. 23:1; 80: 1;
Tsa.40: 11; Amos 3:12; Zech. 11: 16, 17;
Heb. 13: 20.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The price of redemption.
2. Christ’s purpose for the heathen.
3. The increase of unity amongst,Chris-
tians. /

FOR TEACHERS OF TEE LITTLE ONESrnhard ™

Connection—Recall the story of the Blind
Man. Have we told anyone about Jesus?

The Sheepfald—A sand-tray orablackboard
sketch may be used to illustrate the Eastern

sheepfold. This may be tnade very real by
the use of little lambs made of cotton batting
or Turkish towelling covering the figure of a

Jamb cut out of cardboard. Ifa sand-tray is
used, these lambs may be
mounted on little sticks

FOLLOW H E E N
LITTLE .
FEET

’N

/
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JESUS

MAY
CLIMB

THE

PATHWAy

which can be stuck in the
sand. The fold may be en-
closed by a wall of stones,
an opening being left for the
door. Grassandsmall trees
may be scattered around
the hillside. A figure for
the shepherd, with two
crooks, o figure for the thief
coming to steal the sheep,
also the wolf coming to
devour. Describe the care
of the shepherd who would
fight both the robber and
the wolf and die, if need be,

What is the teaching of v. }2? N 3’ WUA
Bille Side Lights—T e SHMWYY| D——I\ﬁ/m.
32:16; Judges5: 16; Ps. 78: 70.



1900]

Jesus the Good Shepherd

317

to save the sheep. Show the hireling shep-
herd who would run to save his own life not
caring for the sheep. Tell of the tender
care of the good sheplierd, who knows every
lamb by name and gently leads them into
green pastures and by still waters, who helps
the sheep out of dangerousplaces and brings
back the wandering ones.

The Gaod Shepherd—When the shepherd
idea has been thoroughly impressed, put out
of sight all your illustrations, while you tell
them of Jesus our Shepherd, who watches
over and leads us with the gentleness and
care of the good shepherd. His sheep are
scattered all overthis big fold. (Draw world.)
There are wo' ‘es (sins and wicked persons)
who would take the sheep away from Jesus
and one great wolf, Satan, always ready to
destroy.

The Heavenly Fold—God has a beautiful
fold ready for all who follow the Good
Shepherd. A fold where Satan cannot enter,
where no wolves (gin, sickness, trouble,

death) can enter. Jesus gave His life that
we might enter this heavenly fold. All who
follow Him and keep close to Him will be
led safely in. e is the Door. No one can
enter except through Him.

Teach Golden Text. Repent the 23rd
Psalm.

Under Shepherds—-Tell the children that
the ministers and teachers are Jesus' under
shepherds.

Great Shepherd of the sheep, who all Thy
flock doth keep,
Leading by waters calm, do Thon my foot-
. steps guide,
To follow by Thy side, make me Thy little
lamb}
Oh, from the soil of sin, cleanse and make
pure within.
Blest Jesus, whoseI am ;
Then bring me in Thy love
To Thine own fold above,
A little snow-white lamb.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A @real Giver

HE GIVES

life for
life to

US

The classes will be pretty familiar with the sheep-fold and the shepherd and the other

details of the parable. It will present the truth from a slightly different angle to make
the theme of tlie review—** The Great Giver.”” The review might begin with the singing
of Hynn 509, Book of Praise. Then advance from this another Great Giver, God’s Son,
as great a giver as the Father in Heaven. What is the greatest thing one can give for
aniother? There can be but one answer. This Jesus gave for us. (Sing Hymn 46, Book
of Praise.) What is the greatestgift one can give another? Any child who has been
rescued from peril of death by the brave act of another will have a ready answer. How
we love our deliverers—the doctor who cured us, the mother who nursed us in sore sick-
ness! Christ gives life in a deeper sense, in a sense that no man can give it. (Explain,
and ask two questions—Shall we not accept His gift? Shall we not own this Life-giver as
our very Lord and Master?) Sing Hymn 50, Book of Praise.

/

G
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These Teachers

With Three Capable Assistants,
are respunsible for the excellent
work being done this yearin the

Central
Business College

of Toronto. This School offers
the best advantages obtainable.
The Typewriting Department is
eqmp})ed with sixty machines.
Four Teachers give their whole
time to the teaching of Short-
bhand and English, and every
department of the School is up
to the highest standard of per-
fection.

Pupils received at any time.
No vacations. Write for Cal-
endar.

W. H. SHAW,
Principal,

‘Ottawa

Ottawa, the captal of the Dominion, and its snost beaatifal city, has pecuilar advan-
tages as the location for a Ladies’ College.

The situation is an ideal one.

The College building is commodious.

The grounds ample. .

All the departments—ACADEMIC, MUSIC, ART, ELOCUTION, etc.—under
teachers carefully chosen for enlture, character and professional efficiency.

The Conservatory of Music is under the care of Mr. H. Puddecombe, who is
unrivalled in this country as director and teacher of the piano.

The Home Department is under the careful supervision of a lady of wide experience
wnd crlture.

Send for Calendar, giving full information, to

REV. DR. ARTISTRONG,
Managing Director
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The Biography of a Grizzly, and
Soventy-five Drawings. By Ernest Seton-
Thompson, Author of ‘**\ild Auinm‘)s 1

Have Known,”” ete. The Co : .
2es, profusely 1llus-

r, T 67
trated; price $1.50.

Rudyard Kipling did a good evening's work in
listening to the story of the Grizzly and then
persuading the narrator to write it out ; for Kip-
ling himself has not produced a better picece of
literature.  Besides, Seton Thompson is in a ficl]
all his own. Ilc has lain close to nature's breast.
The wild wood is familiar to him I{ke the streets
to a city man. He knows the griZzlies and, for
that matter, all the other denizens of the flolds
and forests —as we know our friends. The “Bin-
graphy of & Grizzly » is a veritable blography.
The four little grizzly cubs diving for ants under
the éreat flat stoi.2, which the old mother lifts up
with her great paw, take your eye, and your
heart, too, at the very start, and then poor little
Wahb, “limping along, leaving a bloody spot
each time he tried to set down his hind paw ;
whining and whimpering, ¢ Mother ! Mother ! Oh,
Mother, where are you?’* when the 1other and
the other three cubs had been killed at one

shooting. How he weathered all the hardships

savage grizzly, the terror of the whole range, how
he outwitted his Indian pursuer, and cased his
theumausm in the hot sulphur spring in the
mountain, and how, finally, when his strength
waned, aud lis great limbs began to fail him he
creptinto the clult in the wountalus where the
deadly vapurs gave him a painless release—no
fear of any oune laying down the book till he has
seen the last of its shaggy hero!

Mechanically, the * Biography of a Grizzly ' {s
unusually inviting, and one ¢ould wish that every
Loy wight bave it o bds shelf or within reach in
a library.

Wesley and Methodism. By E. J.
Snell, M.A. (Uxon.) (** The World’s Epoch
Makers ' Series.) Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark.
Toronto : The Publishers’” Svndicate. 243
pages ; price gI.0U.

““Wesley was not precisely a saint. He was*too
active, too full of fight, to merit that deseription. But
he was pre-cminently a man.” So Mr Snell writes
in the closing sentences of his book. And it is this
Wesley that he pictures. It is no stercotypad biog-
raphy, much less an apotheosis of a saintly hero, but
@ keen, discerning, sometimes almost acrid, account
of o great man. “Wesley was a glorious belng,”
cries the author—and a great Christian leader, with

of hisorphanhood und grew iuto the great, lonely, | great faults, butgreat in spite of these. Those familiar
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TORONTO CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
- College Strect

DR, EDWARD FISHER,

[ ] WMusical Director

(]

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO AND WITH TRINITY UNIVERSITY
The Oldest and Lergest Music School and Strongest Paculty in Canada .
Students prepared as Teachers and Performers, atso for positions in Colleges, Schools,
Ohurches and Concert work.

Fourteenth S p

with September, 1000

CALENDAR AND SYLLABUS SENT FREE

Conservatory School of Elocution—Maude Masson, Principal

Reading, Recitation, Omtor)i;

Voice Culture, Physical Culture, Rbetoric, English Literature, Orthoepy,
sychology, Pedagogy, Class and Private Lessons.



‘\
'
1
i
!
H
:
|
e

|

.
s 0
.
Iy

920 The Buol: Paqge (continaed) [ August, 1900

with Tyerman's life of Wesley, will find here a new
pointof view. Itisnotthe conventional John Wes-
ley whois presented to the reader. His faults and
failings are perhaps rather too carefully brought into
relief, his tactlessness, his tyrannous ways, his unfor-
tunate love adventures and matrimonial experience ;
butside by side with these, the great qualities of the
man,—*‘that kingof men ' who, under God, trans-
formead the coarse, infidel England of his time and set
going one of the greatest religious movements of any
age.

The different stages in the development of thut
movement, from Wesley's Oxford days and the
* Holy Club,” to the final organization of the ** Con-
nexion " all are carefully traced out, frum the sty d-
point of the not unsympathetic, but somewhat
caustic critiec, an altogether wholesome and
entertaining process,

Acurious ghmpse or two 1s given of boy hife in
Wesley's time.  ** From tento fourteen,’ \Wesley says
of himself —he was a pupil at a Public (Boardiny
School—*I had little but bread to eay, and not plenty
of that.” The bigger hoys made a point of helping
themselves to the smaller boys’ allowance of meat.
In the Boardng School which, in his later days, he
himself instituted for the children of his travelling
preachers and other Methodists, * the pupils were to
risent four, and spend one hour in private reading,
singing, meditation and prayer. From the age of
§iX to twelve they were to be exercised in reading,
writing, arithmetic, English, French, Latin, Greek.

Ilebrew, history, geography, chronology, rhetorie,
logic, geometry, algebra, physics and " —almost the
only redeeming feature—* music, There were to
be no hours of recreation and no holidays."

A Manly Boy: a Series of Talks and
Tales for Buys. By Rev. Louis Albert
Banks, D.D., Author of “The Christian
Gentleman,” cte. Toronto » William Briggs.
144 pages ; price 50c. ey

** Next to a sweet, womanly girl, the best thing
God has made Is & wholesome, manly boy,"
Herein Dr. Banls speaks truly, and his “Talkg
and Tales,” which were originally spoken to large
Saturday morning audiences of boys, are nnw
printed to reach a wider circle of them. The
titles are right—Vim ", ' I'ush ™, * Pluck",
“Fuss", *“Fidget, “Fury™, * Politenuss',
*Pulish *, and ascore of others —and the ¢hapters
are short and bright, “Don’t fret. If you do, it
will spoil your beauty. I know it is easy enough
for & buy to say, "1dun't care how 1look, Itsa
girl's business to be pretty.” That's all very well,
but any boy who has any snap in him at all,
wants to 1ank well, and wants other people to
think he looks well. Nothing spoilsaboy's coun-
tenance, and makes it look disagreeable quicker
than fretfulness,” Sabbath School librarians will
be safein trying ** A Manly Boy.” The boys will
take it out and, better still, read it.

TWELFTH YEAR
Presbyterian Ladies’ College
Toronto

The cleventh session of the Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Toronto, will open on September 6th,
when new students will be enrolled, *

The Aim of this College is to provide the best

cducational advautages for young women in all}

branches of & liberal ~education, under the refining
influences of & Llhnstian hotue.

The Standard of the educational work is as high
as that of the best collegiate institutes, and at the
University and Departmental Examinations for 1895
the full list of eighteen candidates were suceessful.
The students who were not candidatesreceived the

same thorough and efficient traming enjoyed by

those who were fiting themselves fur a Uiuversity
course or for the t.aching profession.

The Special Departments are all under the)

direetivn of specialists,  Stuclents desiring to dovote

Mvusie, with w

REV. PRINCIPAL CAVEN, D.D., LL.D.. Toronto
REV. W. 4. WALLALE, M.

. B, Torouto

+ M AL Q.C, Toronto
JOHN A. PATERSON, M.A. Toronto

WILLTAM HOUSTON, M..\., Toronto

for Uy M~ Madlutyre,

specinl attention to Music have at this College the | 1or in & young lady's education and §

unlqucadvuutn;ggoftull‘lunb‘the(;o.\’sl-m\'.\TmL\'m-"is given to it
vhich this College is aflilinted. Dr. ' students.

-ADVISORY COUNCIL——

REV. D. C. MACINTYRE, Pu.D., Beamsville
REV. R. N, GRANT, ID.D., Orillia

REV.D. CURRIE. M. A
REV. P. WRIGHT, M.J
REV 1. CANMPRELL, M.\., PR.D., Victoria, B.C.

Edward Fisher is Musical Dircctor, and all students
may compete fur the scholarships and inedals offered
by the Conservatory. Last session two gold medals
wore wun by students of this College,

Students of Elocution will, duringthe coming

session, enjoy the advamage of affiliation with the
(‘nnscr'\'atory School of Elocution, which has been
thoroughly reorganized.

Students of Axt will continue to enjoy the high

oppertunity ¢ f incaruetion from Mr T, Mower Martin
R.C. A ’

The Home Life of the students is specially cared
! Tlis is & very finpurtant fac-
cinl attention

he residence is imited to fifty

B.D., Perth
D.D., Portage Ia Prairie

REV. PRINCIPAL MACVICAR, D.D,, LL.D., Montreal

For 40-page Calendar, address,

Mrs, Tv M MaciNtyre,
President.

Rev. J. AL Macpoxann,
Principal.



$t. Andrew's College
s¢ Chestnat Park,” Toronto

A PRESBY TERIAN Residential and Day SCHOOL FOR BOYS

The School has been in full operation for some months. Already there are fifty-six
pupils on the roll, Tull collegiate work is dune. Boys are prepared for matricalation at
shc “niversities and the Royal Military College. A Commercial Department has been
intodaced, and will be made still more effective next term. There is a Preparatory
Form for Junior boys. The Staff is large and eflicient. In addition to the Principal
there are six masters, of whom four, with the Principal, live in residence. The College is
beantifully situated, with Jarge grounds surrounding it, combining the conveniences of the
city with the advantages of the country. :

The aim is to develop boys morally and physically as well as mentally.

The Autumn Term commences on September 10th, 1900. See Home Study Quarterly.

Write for Prospectus and further information to )

. Rev. D. Bruce Macdonald, NML.A.,
- PRINCIPAL

.

St l\/[\grgqfe’t’s College

Toronto

(Cor. of Bloor and Spadina)
A Collegiate School for Qirls in the finest Residential part of Toronto

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A., D.D., Toronto, President. ) '

J. K. Macdonald, Esq., Manager Confederation Life Association, Toronto, Vice-President.

Rev. Louis H. Jordan, M. A., B.D., St. JTames Square Church, Toronto.

George Dickson, M.A., late Principal Upper Canada College, and Hamilton Coll. Inst.

J. D. Courtenay, M.D., Ottawa.

Alexander D. Bruce, Isq., Gormley.

MIrs, George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s College.

13 teachers in Academic Department, 17 in Musical and 4 in Art Department ; 7 reside in
CoHege. Thorough supervision of studies. Modern methods. Complete equipment.
Large grounds. No teacher is employed who is not fully qualified for & similaY posi-
tion in any Collegiate Institute or College. For circular, apply to—

G. Dickson, MA. .
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Y Head Office: -  Toronto, Ont.
THE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this
Association is absolutely free from conditions from
date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a
Paid-up Policy after three years, or a Cash Value after
five years. .
Pamphlets and full particulars will be sent on application to the
Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Association’s Agents.
W. C. Macdonald, J. K. MACDONALD,
i Actuary. " Managing Director,

Ontario Medical Coil'lege'
For Women, Limited Toronto

Opposite the Toronto General Hospital

The Sole Canadian College of Medicine

for Women

The eighteenth Session opens September 18th, and continues for thirty-two
y weeks. Students are fully prepared for the exaniinations of “e Universities and

&

gl’roviucial Boards. .

M Apply for Calendar, giving all particulars, to o
g . JEAN CRUICKSHANK, M.B,, Registrar,

M 366 Bathurst Street, or at the College
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