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The Teacher's adonthly.

Vol. 1.

MAY, 1898,

No. 5.

Rev. Principal MacVicar has kindly prepared
the three middle lessons of this issue, viz: for
the 8th, 15th, and 22nd of May; Mr. Geo. H.
Archibald, of Montreal, the one for May 1st,
and Rev. P. H. Hutcheson, of Huntingdon,
that for May 28th. To these, and to others,
who have helped, teachers and editor are in-
debted.

TO TEACHERS AND SUPERINTEN-
DENTS. .,

Dear fellow workers:

If shere is anything, at any time, in connec-
tion with our S.S. Lesson Helps, that is not
satisfuctory; whether in the way of late arrival,
broken or torn parcels, wrong helps or quan-
tities sent, or any other thing, please drop a
card at once, giving notice. But please do it
without using strong words. Kindly practise
the graces you so earnestly strive to teach.
Simply state the fact and every effort will be
made to rectify errors.

During the past few months, your patience
has been sometimes tried in this way. Some
explanation is due. We would like to make it
full, but briefis best. Suffice it to say :

1. The Editor has felt any such disappoint-
ment, far more keenly than any other, partly
because they all focus on him and he has to
bear the responsibility, but chiefly because he
feels with special keennessthe regret of having
others disappointed.

2. He cannot personally do everything, and
in a sense he cannot control all for which he is
held responsible.  He has done, and is doing,
his utmost to have all prompt and perfect.

3. There have been the difficulties more or
less incident to new work, under new auspices.
These are disappearing. We learn by exper-
ience.

4. There have been in the first two quarters
of this year, delays for which we were in no

way responsible, and which we could in no
way foresee or prevent. We did all that we
could possibly do to make up for these, but in
spite of our utmost efforts, the issues for the
first two quarters of the year were, to our sore
disappointment, later than they should have
been.

The way now seems clearer.
¢ The morning light is breaking.”

This issue goes out about the middle of
April and wo will strive for better things to
come.

The patience, co-operation, and help, of our
8. S. teachers is asked in building up our own
Church Lesson Helps, and so long as they are
under our care we will spare no effort in try-
ing to make them worthy of such co-operation
and help.

PERSONAL TALKS WITH SCHOLARS.

The teacher’s work does not end when the
lesson cluges and the class scatters; heis a
pastor, with the care of souls, and must seek
in every way to bring them into the fold of
Christ.

Class-teaching may be earnest and faithful,
and the divine word may be so presented as to
produce deep convictions and a strong desire
to be saved and to confess Christ ; yet there is
need, in most cases ab least, of private conver-
sation besides, to guide the trembling penitent
to the cross, and to impart to the timid soul
the courage necessary for a public confession.

Many sincere seekers after Christ walk along
in darkness and perplexity for want of only a
few wise words to bring them out into the full
light. Many who have truly given themselves
to Christ and are faithfully foliowing him in
secret, do not for a long time make a public
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confession, and simply because no one speaks
to them the word of encouragement which they
need to enable them to take this decisive step.

But while this personal work is soimportant,
it is also one of very greant delicacy and re-
sponsibility, and requires much wisdom, Itis
not enough, each time n communion is ap-
pronching, to urge & scholar to unite with the
church, There is too much of this sort of per-
functory and mechanical talk in many classes,
which results too often in church membership
without conversion. The true aim in teach-
ing is not to get scholars to join the church,
but to lead them to Christ and to attach them
to him by saving faith.

No rules can be prescribed for this part of
the teacher’s work. Indeed, it should never
be done by rule at all_ or froma sense of duty,
but always from love. No teacher is ever
qualified for such words unless his heart is
burdened with a desire for his scholar’s salva-
tion. Perfunctory appeals will accomplish
nothing. It is loving and gentle guidance that
the young need.

This the teacher can best give by being the
close and intimate friend of his scholars, by
meeting them frequently outside of the school,
by keeping up a constant familiarity with
their life and thought, by conversing with
them whenever opportunity offers, thus know-
ing their state of mind at all times with regard
to religious things, and being ready at any
point to speak the word in season.

If o certain lesson appears to make a deep
impression on a particular scholar, the watch-
ful teacher will take the earliest opportunity,
in a few quiet words in private, to deepen the
impression. This must be done very cautious-
ly, for religions feelings are very sensitive.
Ofttimes a single warm, earnest, word, spoken
as the teacher takes the scholar’s hand at
parting, will do more to deepen feeling, to
start serious thought, or to strengthen good
resolve, than an hour of pleading and urging
would do at another time. Often indirect
influence is better than purposed effort.

But the teacher who is truly interested in
the salvation of his scholars will find ways of
reaching them ; for, after all, it is a heart of
love that is the best qualification for winning
souls. Christ loved sinners into loving him.
He entered into sympathy with them ; he was
moved with compassion for them; he went

down to them where they layin their sins, and
by strength of his affection for them drew
them toward his own blessed purity, as the
sun lifts the soiled water from the gutters and
leaves it on the mountain tops in flakes of
snow as white as its own radiant beams,

The great secret for the teacher is love—
love for Christ and love for souls; far souls
‘must be won, and only love can win.—West
minster Teacher.

———
.

A BIBLICAL METHOD OF MEMORIZING
SCRIPTURE.

So simple and effective is the following
method for memorizing certain portions of
God’s Word, that, when first oue’s attention is
attracted to it, one marvels at the ease with
which certain chapters can be learned by
beart, and how, without effort, the mind is
prompted from verse to verse.

If you wish to know what God thinks of his
own word, read Psalm 119,—every verse of the
whole one hundred and seventy-six, excepting
three, referring to it or singing its praise..
‘“Oh how love Ithy law ! Itis my meditation
all the day.” “Ihave more understanding
than all my teachers : for thy testimonies are
my meditation.” ¢ Great peace have they
that love thy law : they shall have no stumb
ling-block * (vs. 97, 99, 165.)

Let us turn to Psalm 119, and see the bibli-
cal method provided for the Hebrew readers
for memorizing these precious promises.

Having opened your Bible to Psalm 119,
you at once notice its division into sections of
eight verses each, the title of the first section
being A or A-leph, the second B or B-eth.
Call the thivd C. The fourth is D, or D-aleth.
Do you see the English alphabet peeping out ?
Now at verse 73, the tenth section, we have
J-od or J, the tenth letter of our alphabet ;
then the next K or K-aph ; then L or L-amed;
then M or M-em ; then N or N-un.

These odd little titles, solike our A, B, G, D,
etc., are simply letters of the Hebrew alpha-
bet, and, if translated, would be A, B, C, D,
and so on to the twenty-second letter, where
the Hebrew ends. In the Hebrew, every
verse of the first or A section begins with A
(Hebrew, A-leph). Every verse of the second
or B section begins with B (Hebrew, B-eth),

and so on throughout the alphabet. When-
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over the Hebrew reader desires to find one of
these vorses which he does know, he has only
tolook to the B section for the B’s, the M
gection for the M’s, and so on.

Now how shall this God-given method ex-
tend a blessing directly to us through our
English Bibles ?

Select titles for sections or chapters which
shall not only suggest its contents, but at the
same time be a key to its location. To illus-
trate : Take the whole second section or chap-
ter of Genesis, and give it a title beginning
with B,—B being the second letter of the
alphabet, just as B is the title of the second
section of Psalm 119. What is this second
chapter of Genesis ? It is the story of the
garden of Eden, and Eden means ¢ Bliss.”
When once you have read this second chapter
of (ienesis, and connected it with this title
B-liss, beginning with the second letter of the
alphabes, will it not evermore locate it for you
as the second or B chapter of Genesis, while at
the same time it suggests its contents ?

Anotherillustration : Take the third chapter
of Genesis, and give it a title beginning with
the third letter of the alphabet. In this chap-
ter we have the story of «“ C-orruption,” and,
the writer believes, the secret of all corruption
and the devices of the Devil revealed. And
does not, this title at the same time show it to
be the C or third chapter of Genesis ?

Another illustration : The nineteenth chap-
ter of Genesis would need a title beginning
with the nineteenth letter of the alphabet,
which is 8§,—““S-odom.” What a picture this
word presents to the child of God ? And does
it not now tell you just where you may at any
time find the story in your Bible ? Would it
not seem that the title ‘“S-odom” was a
divinely fitted one for this S or nineteenth
chapter of Genesis? In reading these three
chapters, the second, third, and nineteenth,
and connecting them with their titles begin-
ning with the second, third, and nineteenth
letters of the alphabet, ¢B-liss,” *C-orrup-
tion,” ¢ S-odom,” does there not present itself
to your soul a possible familiarity with the
Book of books that you had not even thought
of ? Is it not a delightful and simple method,
and does it not make you hungry to possess
whole books of God’s word ?

Some years ago, while driving with Dr,
William Coburn, an evangelist, he presented

to the writer in a few words this method of
naming chapters of the Bible. With such
power did the thoughi come of the possibil-
ity of thus being actually in possession of the
whole Bible, that, as now viewed, a new and
wide-open door was placed before him.

The following six words give a picture of
the first six chapters of ¢ The Seed-Plot of the
Bible,” Genesis, after attentively reading
them with their titles.

A-lpha and Omega.

B-liss.

C-orruption.
Christ. 3: 15,

Death.

E-noch. A star from this chapter of names.

F-lood. Foretold. Its cause and relation
to us. Matthew 24: 37-39.

Would you like to have the alphabetical hsh
of titles for Genesis complete ? Shall we to-
gether go forward and possess the book?
Take one chapter a day, prayerfully reading
it. The title of seventh chapter will begin
with G, the eighth with H, and so on, ending
with Y, or the twenty-fifth letter. Then it
will begin again with A for the twenty-sixth
chapter (the second series being so different
that no confusion need result.) For the
twenty-fourth or X chapter a word beginning
with Ex may be used, of which there are
many.—A. Winn, in S. S. Times.

(Secret of) and only cure,

THE IDEAL TEACHERS' MEETING.

The question as to the best method of con-
ducting a teacher’s meeting is as old as that
institution itself. It is periodically reiterated
in every Sunday-school convention—a clear
proof that the ideal has not yet been attained,
and that we are still striving after it. A few
thoughts in-regard to this vital parb of our
work may therefore be in order.

Mindful of the old saying, ‘“He teaches well
who well defines,” we may first ask, what is a
teachers’ meeting ? A simple question, but
one whose answer is of vital importance.
Here as elsewhere ‘“ not all are cooks who
carry long knives.” Many a teachers’ meet-
ing is a travesty on the name. In a true
teachers’ meeting the teachers meet for a
definite purpose. This purpose is not, and
may never be, the study of the lesson, but
must ever be the comparison of the results of
such study.
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The teachers’ meeting must be a lens in
which the rays of light are gathered and
focused into one single beam of intense bright-
ness and power. The teachers’ meeting is
necessary because the Sunday-schovl stands
for organized effort, and because it lives for o
principle and with a definite aim. Interde-
nominational, it is none the less denom-
inational, though never sectarian. The
school may never attempt to do its work
atomistically; all its efforts must bear the
stamp of unity, and the possibility of this
unity lies in the teachers’ meeting. A self-
sufficient teacher, who needs no other light
but his own, is rarely a success in the class.

The ideal of the tenchers’ meeting is there-
fore the unification of that which is multiform,
the conversion of the unl'ke into the like, the
broadening of the teachers’ horizon, the quick-
ening of new ideas, and the cultivation of a
common enthusiesm.

When the question is farther asked, how
such o meeting had best be conducted, that
question presupposes that it must be con-
ducted, that it does not conduct itself, that
its success requires leadership.

Ther is a sharp distinction between a nor-
mal Bible class and a teachers’ meeting. The
firat is to be taught, the second is to be led.
Without competent leadership this meeting is
a caricature.

It is no debating-club, no convenience for
hobby-riding, but an hour of earnest and de-
voted preparation for the work of teaching
immortal souls. Whoever ceases to learn can
never successfully teach. Hence the need of
this meeting. And competent leadership is
required to give tone and direction to its
work. It seems, therefore, preferable that
the leadership of this meeting should be a per-
manent rather than a shifting office.

As to the question who this leader is to be,
the answer is, simply, the one who is best
adapted for it. All things being equal, the
pastor of the church is likely to be the most
competent man in the field ; yet not necessar-
ily so, for not every good preacher is a good
teacher. 1If he fails in this respect, the pastor
should have grace enough willingly to make
place for a better man.

The leader should be apt, tactful, enthuias-
tie, sympathetic, a man of some pedagogic
ability. Himself thoroughly prepared, he

must draw out what is best and most origina]
in the preparatory work of the others.

On tlus whole matter we cannot suflicently
recommend to every leader and teacher the
careful perusal of Dr. Trumbull’s ** Yale Lee-
tures on the Sunday-School,” and his httle
monvgraph on ** Teachers’ Meetings,? which
should be in every teacher's hands. The best
-~in fact, the only eflicient-~method 1s the
Socratic method. The leader who harangues
the meeting, and thus monopolizes its time, is
judged by the application of his method to
class work. Such a teacher is doomed to fail.
ure, and so is the leader. This method neces-
sarily cultivates bad habits in the teachers, of
slovenly preparation, and it substitutes the
uniform for the multiform. It 1s supremely
egotistic, and hides the muny pots of view
from which the lesson may be considered. It
endangors the success of the school by the
possibility of creating poor copies of a bad
example.

The teaching method may therefore be smd
to be the only one allowable in the teachers’
meeting. The leader's work 1s not so much
the communication of ideas as the generation
of thought. Its ideal lies in the German
aufzichen, and in the Latin educare. IU aims
to draw one out of one’s self and upward to a
higher level. It stands for growth,

To such an ideal teacher’s meeting each
teacher brings his own store of information,
and it is the leader’s task, by tactful ques-
tions, and apt, suggestive answers, to com-
bine, and to enlarge, and to quicken, and to
unify this varigated information, till, by the
prismatic action of the hour of preparation,
the acquirements of individuals become the
possession of all alike, melting into the one
white ray of truth.

This method is infinitely harder, and re-
quires infinitely more, than that of preaching
to the teachers, but its results will be stimulat-
ing and abiding helpful. It does not extin.
guish, but it accentuates, individuality of the
various teachers, and will spur them on to the
best efforts of which they are capable, and its
fruits will be noticeable in the work of the
school.

No school should be without a teachers’
meeting, and no teachers™-meeting should be
without a correct apprehension of its task and
its ideals.—Prof. Dosken, in S. S. Times.
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THE LUNDAY.SCHOOL AS A FORCE.

It 18 no secret that a considerable proportion
of our prominent educators, as well as many
of our best day-school teachers, have hjtherto
shown little sympathy with the Sunday-school.
They have not only given it the cold shoulder,
but—some of them, at least- have spoken of
1t with derision, not. in most cases, because of
a want of sympathy with the church as a
Christian propaganda or training institution
for Christian character, but because of o real

or supposed pedagogical incompetency in|

the Sunday-school personnel and in its
methods.

There is no doubt about the validity of the
objection that the Sunday-school is so largely

manned by teachers pedagogically ‘“un-

yet be proportionately of small consequence.

1 say proportionately, because, while incompe-

tent teachers diminish the efficiency of the
Sunday-school, they diminish it only as far as
this incompetency goes. An untrained, incom-
petent *‘teacher,” so called, may be a very
competent personal Christian influence and
moral power.

It is at this point that the parallel between
the Sunday-school and day-school ceases. The
Sunday-school teacher may be a poor scholar,
may know very little, either intuitively or by
training, of teaching processes, and yet may
exert an immense personal influence on his
pupils, not only in the class, but out of it, on
week-days as well as Sundays.

Of course, the Sunday-school wants, and
means to have, the very ablest teachers pro-
curable, but it must also be remembered that
some of the pedagogically best Sunday-school
teachers prove to be of little value as an influ-
ence in the upbuilding and strengthening of
the Christian character of their pupils. A
pupil in the day-school, under an uble teacher,
may become a fine arithmetician or a close
philosophical thinker, but he may also remain
a surly companion or a thief. Under a right-
eously influential but pedagegically untrained
** teacher” in the Sunday-school & pupil may
be turned from darkness to light, rescued
from the sway of bad motives, and developed
into an exemplary Christian gentleman. .

Pedagogics is not alone the touchstone by
which the Sunday-school teacher is to befinally

tested, nor is mere moral excellence or *‘piety”
alone the test. The teacher must size up to o
compound excellence not required in so large
a degree by the day-school teacher. That
many Sunday schoul teachers do fall short of
this ideal is nu  to be wondered at, but that
the average is high enough to make the Sun-
day-school one of the greatest and grandest
of our civilizing and Christianizing agencies is
beyond a perudventure. — Patlerson du  Bois, in
N. W. Monthly.

|A LITTLE LESSON FOR A STORMY

DAY.

Have you ever made a special effort for your

| Sunday-school class, studying and prayin
tramned,” but the objection may be valid and. y yng prayte

over the lesson all the week, trying to make
its teachings fit the needs of each individual
scholar under your care, and looking forward
to the lesson hour with high hope and eager
expectancy, only to wake up on Sunday morn-
ing to find it raining® If so, you know just
how great is the temptation to fret and worry
and scold about the bad wenther interfering
with all your plans.

But there is a better way to meet a stormy
day, taught us by a company of little children
who were perfectly unconscious of the impres-
sions they were stamping indelibly on human
hearts.  Saturday afternoon of Christian
Endeavor Convention week at Boston in 1895
was set apart for children, and a rally was
held in the immemse audience hall of Me-
chanics’ Building. The various Junior Chris-
tian Endeavor societies, under the care of
their supermtendents, came, not only from all
parts of Boston proper, but from every town
within a radius of many miles. The children
had been planning eagerly for it many months.

The long-looked-for Saturday afternoon
came at last, and with it rain, —not an ordin.
ary rain, by any means, but a heavy, steady
downpour, that showed no signs of abating.
Disappointment reigned supreme. Early that
afterncon, Old Colony Depot presented an un-
usually busy scene. Inaddition to the regular
passenger traffic, which is always heavy,
trains were arriving every few minutes bring-

« « | ing great numbers of children.

The building could not accommodate them
all, and groups of children were obliged to
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stand outside in the rain, waiting for the strect
cars to carry them to their destination. It
was a pitiful sight. All signs of starch had
disappeared from the smart holiday frocks,
and eager enthusiasm had died out in dis-
appointed hearts. The Sunday hats, with
their gay ribbons and bright flowers, were in a
sorry plight, and the sweet young faces under
them had lost their sunny smiles.

Just then one of the superintendents noticed
two of her little girls holding & whispered con-
ference. ** All right,” she heard one say ;
“I'll start it, if youwll follow.” What were
they going todo? She soon discovered, .for
without delay, they began to sing *There
shall be showers of blessing.” One after an-
other joined the little leader, until the whole
crowd, both inside and outside, werve singing
the wonderfully beautiful and appropriate
hymn. Scarcely had the last notes died away,
when the sweet voice of a sunny-faced lad
began, ** There is sunshine 1n my seul tu-day.”
Once more the old depot rang with the music
of 2 hymn, and echoed and re-echocd with the
glad, sweet, words.

The effect produced upon the crowd was
indescribable. Men passing on the street
reverently raised their hats, and some stopped
ang listened with uncovered heads until the
hymns were ‘ended. A great wave—like an
electric shock —pussed vver the whole com-
pany. Faces brightened, hearts grew light
and buoyant with hope, and enthusiasin reign-
ed once more. Cunditions had not changed,
the rain still kept its steady downpuur, but
the clouds of discourngement had lifted,
showers of blessing were descending, and
God's own sunshine was flooding every zoul
and filling it with gladness.

The next time we wake up to find it raining
on Sunday morning, instead of fretting about
it, let us go to the throne of grace, and plead
that showers of spiritual blessing may be
poured out upon us and our dear scholars.
And then let us leave it all with God, knowing
that. he rules the weather, as he does all else,
and go to our duties as officers and teachers
with bright faces, heartsfull of faith, and souls
full of sunshine. Perhaps the blessing on the
rainy day will be ‘“exceeding abundantly
above " all that we should have thoughtof ask-
ing hadit been a sunshiny day. God is able
to make it so.—Ew.

SEVEN GRACES OF A SUNDAY-
SCHOOL TEACHER.

Some graces are bestowed, others may be
cultivated. The group in question consists of
both classes.

Seven graces of a Sunday-school teacher
may be indicated by the seven letters which
form the word ¢ teacher,” each letter being
the initial letter of one of the seven graces.

1. Taxation.—The first grace of a Sunday-
school teacher is the grace of taxation. The
moment one consents to take charge of a

'Sunday-school class, at that very momenta

requisition is in force, a tax is laid, and the
person who has assumed the task is ¢ under
authority.”

1. Téime.—When you are once enrolled as a
member of the teaching force, your time is no
longer your own. The number of your spare
afternoons and evenings will grow beautifully
less. You will have to study your lesson, you
will have to visit your scholars, you will have
to attend meetings, you will have to be pres-
eut at the sessions of the school, or you will
be disloyal to the cause which you profess tu
serve.

2. Strength.—If you believe that it does not
require muscular as well as mental and moral
strength to teach in the Sunday-school, then
get ridof that idea, or do not enlist in that
army. Solomon said that ‘‘ much study is a
weariness of the flesh,” and while I do not
know that he particularly referred to this
king of acyuisition, his words will fit it very
well. It takes sirength to study, and teach,
and visit, and find out things, and we are all
liable to make heavy drafts on our reserve.

3. Money.—When you take hold of a Sun-
day-school class, you will not have so much
money for other things. You will spend
money simply because you cannot help it. You
will need a Bible, and nothing but a good one
will satisfy you. Then you will buy books for
your class as well as yourself. You will con-
tribute to the support of the school, and also
to its benevolent work, and you will soon per-
suade your scholars to go and do likewise.

II. Eprrrcation.—The second grace is the
grace of edification. How can we edify,
instruct, improve, build up, ourselves and
others ? :

1. Inward.—We must gét knowledge into
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us before we can give it out. Wao must begin
on ourselves, and begin inside, and the place
to plant theseed is in the human heart. Head
religion won’t save souls; and that iy dhe pur-
pose of the Sunday-school tencher There-
fore begin with the heart; first your own heart,
then bhe hearts of your scholars.

2, Outward.—A. lamp is of little use unless
it gives out light, and a lighted lamp (even
though it be a very good lamp, and be well
filled and well cleaned), may be so situated
that, on account of its environment, the light
fails to reach those who need it,—those to
whom it might prove & benefit. If you wish
to improve your scholars, improve yourself,
and let them see your life; for your life will
abide, and continue to mould the lives of your
scholars, long after the history and geography
and chronology of Bible lessons have passed
away. ‘¢ He teaches best who lives best.”

3. Upward.—The aim of Sunday-school work
18 to make both teachers and scliolars, not only
wiser, but better, and the teacher must be
enhghtened by the Holy Spirit, who will make
plain the Holy Seriptures.
the value of secular instruction, the teacher of
spiritual truth exerts the mightier influence
for good. Love the scholar, and love the
work, and do the best you can, and, if it be
your best, then God will bless your study,
and make your instruction tell for righteous-
ness.

I ApminisTRATION. —The third grace is
the grace of administration. Oh, how many of
us fail here ! Yet we are all stewards of Jesus
Christ. Do you remember this passage, ‘“ A
certain nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.
And he called his ten servants and delivered
them tenr pounds”? Ifitread ‘‘ ten teachers”
and ‘ ten scholars,” would the meaning or
application be very different ?

1. Management.—In the ‘‘days when the
judges ruled,” occasions were frequent when
** every man did that which was right in his
own eyes.” This, however, would be a poor

* plan upon which to conduct 2 Sunday-schoool
class. There must be rules and regulations for
school and classes, for teachers and scholars,
and it takes tact and common sense and un-
common patience to govern ¢ wisely but not
too well,”

2. Advice.—I once read in a book that the

‘Whatever may be |

only reason one asks for advice ig *‘to have
some one to blame for having followed it.”
Now the Sunday-school teacher must often
givo advice when asked, but must give it
much more frequently when not asked. The
teacher is, as a rule, older and more experi-
enced than the scholar, hence I hope you will
always advise ina manner that will indeed
prove that ‘¢ experience is n wise teacher.”

8. Visitation.—No Sunday-school teacher can
administer without visiting. This is a grace
thut will pay a hundredfold every time. It is
o safe and sure and profitable investment.
Get it, keep it, use it. Make a firm resolve
that this grace you can and will possess.

IV. CessatioNn.—The fourth grace is the
grace of cessation. There are some teéachers
who get going, and, for the life of them, can-
not pull up. They either have no brakes, or
they do not know how to use them. They
have ‘“steam on” all the time, and simply
wear out or blow up. They cannot stand the
pressui.. ¥We must remember that we are
human, and at times we must

1. Slow uwp.—Sunday-school teachers are not
locomotives, neither are the classes trains.
If they were, they would slow up now and
then, to cross bridges or go around curves,
My dear teachers, there are many curves on
your road, so pray don't go around them too
fast, or you may run off the track. Then we
must.

2. Stop.—There 1s a time to work, a time to
eat, a time to sleep. We cannot study all the
time, or talk all the time. There are times
when perhaps our duty is to be in some other
place than the Sunday-schoul, at the Sunday-
school hour. Then again we must.

8. Rest.—We all need vacations, we all need
change ; but beyond all these, and particularly
in our weekly work, we need rest. With
work every week day and school every Sunday
how are we to get it? This is one way:,
Prepure your lesson, and get it off your mind
(or in your mjnd) early in the week. Don’t
allow your pleasures and your work to crowd
too close to Sunday. If you do, then on Sun-
day morning you will be dull, and on Sunday
afternoon you will be tired. What 2 lifeless
Sunday! Finally, don’t indulge in religious
dissipation. Find out what kind of religious
work you are fitted to do, and how much you
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can do in a given time. Do that well, but
don't attempt to run the whole church or
cover the whole earth.

V. Hueaminiatiox. - The fifth grace is the
graco of humiliation. If you desire to teach a
class sucnessfully, you must

1. et Down.—You must get down to the
Jovel of the dullest member of the class, and
get down to the drudgery of the most un-
attractive work connected with the calling.
All scholars are not bright, so you must not
shoot over their heads. All kinds of Sunday-
school work cannot be performed in your Sun-
day clothes ; nevertheless, do not neglect it.
It is the drudgery that pays best. But you
must also

2. Bow Down.—You must surrender your-
self, you must feel your own unworthiness,
you must gubmit to God’s way and time and
place, you must await his pleasure and his
blessing.. You may sow, you may perhaps
reap ; perhaps you may not reap your own
sowing,—to that you must bow submissively,
and trust yourFather in heaven. But beyond
this you must

8. Kneel Down.--Paul may plant, Apollos
may water, but God alone giveth the increase.
For that we must pray. Do you know the
power of prayer, of personal prayer, of com-
bined prayer ? If not, then put it to the test.

Whole classes have been prayed into the king-.

dom. Why not your class?

VI ELimixation.-—The sixth grace is the
grace of elimination. The question what to
dois frequently decided by what ought not to
be done. Therefore,

1. Leave Qut.—Every lesson contains much
more than there is time to teach, much that
it is desirable for the teacher to know, but
which is not absolutely necessary to com.
municate to the scholar (at that time.) This
is the teacher’s reserve power. Wo to the
teacher who tells all he or she knows ! You
must get full of the lesson, but don’t try to
' :gec it all into the scholars.

2. Drive Out.~In every teacher and in every
scholar there is much that is foreign to the
cultivation of u Christian life. For instance,
there is a sleepy-Sunday-morning feelixfg, a
very-interesting-book feeling, a think-I-am
too-old-for-the-Sunday-school feeling, a would-
like-to-go-coasting or hoating or skating or
driving cr swimming or visiting feeling, which

if not erndicated, will be fatal to the success
of your Sunday-school class.

3. Dig Out.—The teacher is mainly inter.
ested in what the scholar knows, not only
about the lesson, but about other things,
How will the teacher find this out ? Dig for
it. Dig out of the scholar all you can about
the lesson, and reject what is non-essential ;
upply what is precious. Dig out of the scho.
lor all you can about the thoughts, tastes,
labors, ambitions, hopes, and fears, of his or
her life, and then, Wwith you better knowledge
and wider experience, help that scholar to get
rid of the dross.

VII. ResioNaTioN.—The seventh and lost
grace is the grace of resignation. I presume
you are all endowed with that, and do not
need to cultivate it. Whatever may have
been done or left undone, whatever the sins of
omission or commission may have been, this
“ city of refuge ” is always left for the'Sunday-
School teacher,—¢‘I will resign.” Why do
teachers resign ?

'1. Tvo Slow.—They cannot keep the pace.
Age creeps on.. Many teachers have worked
while it was yet day, and have done thejr
duty, and are honorably placed on .he retired
list. But people who are not old, and not
honorably retired, resign because they cannot
keep the pace. If they will not progress, and
will not allow the school to progress, then
they should have the grace to resign.

2. Too Quick.—They do not contro! their
tempers. Sunday-school teachers sometimes
allow the * sun to go down on their wrath,”’
and then they resign. Do you wonder at it ?
We are not all angels ; few of us desire to be,
as we hope for something better. But we are
all liable to ‘‘lose our temper,” and because
the pastor or the superintendent or a teacher
or a scholar said something or did something,
or did not say something or did not do some-
thing, we get angry, and then we quit. Folly!

8. Too Lazy.-—They will not do the work
Some people are too indolent to.be in the
Sunday-school. They won’tstudy, they won’t
teach, they won’t sing, they won’t pray, they -
won’t work, they won’ttake any responsibility,
they won’t be punctual, they won't visit ; but
they will occasionally resign,—that is easy ;
and to that kind of a teacher who concludes to
resign the superintendent should say Amen,—
J. A. Haddock, in S. S. Dimes.
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AN ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE SCHOOL.,

Soxu Servick—For fifteen minutes previous
to opening. .

SieNcE—When organ sounds the chord all
will rise and sing :

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

SiLENT PrAYER—AI standing.
InvocarioN of Superintendent.
RrsPONSIVE EXERCISE ¢

Superintendent—O ! how I lovethy law, it ismy

meditation all the day.
" Teachers and Scholars-~Thy word is a lamp

unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

Superintendent—Thy word is very pure, there-
fore thy servant loveth it.

Teachers and Scholars—Thy word is true from
the beginning.

Superintendent—How sweet are thy words unto
my taste, yea sweeter than honey to my

Teachers and Scholars - The entrance of thy
word giveth light. It giveth understand-
ing to the simple.,

Superintendent— Thy word have I hid in my
heart, that I might not sin against thee.

HyMN OF PRAISE :

PRAYER.

RESPONSIVE READING OF THE LESSON.

GoLbEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER.

GoLpEN TEXT ¥orR TRE Day.

Hymn,

LEssoN STuDY.

First Bery —Five minutes before closing Ex-
ercises begin.

Hym~.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

Norices.

REVIEW OF SUPERINTENDENT.

Hymn.

BENEDICTION.

SILENCE,

DistriBuTION of Books and Papers by Teacher.

PROCRAMME FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.

mouth.
I. SIiLeNck.
II. PRAYER.

III. LessoN HYMN FOR THE QUARTER:

I want to be like Jesus,
So lowly and so meek ;

For no one mark’d an angry word,
That ever heard him speak.

I want to be like Jesus,
So frequently in prayer;
Alone upon the mountain top.
He met His Father there. *

I want to be like Jesus,
I never, never find

That He, though persecuted, was
To any one unkind.

I want to ke like Jesus,
Engaged in doing good,
So that of me, it may be said,
*“She hath done what she counld.”

Alas, P’m not like Jesus.
As any one may see,

O Gentle Saviour send Thy grace
And make me like to thee.
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1V. Recirartion.

SurerINTENDENT.—My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my Command.
ments.

TEACHERS AND CHILDREN.--For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add
to thee.

SUPERINTENDENT.—Let not mercy and iruth forsake thee ; bind them about thy neck; write
them upon the table of thine heart.

TEACHERS AND CuILDREN.—So shalt thou find favor, and good understanding in the sight of
God and man.

SUPERINTENDENT. —Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.

TracuErs AND CuILDREN.—In all Thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy
paths.

V. MortioN Soxe.

VI. GoLDEN TEXT ¥OR THE QUARTER. R
VII. SurrLEMENTAL LESSON,
VIII. Birrnpay O¥FERING, (With Birthday Prayer).

IX. INTIMATIONS.

X. CoLLECTION.

XI. Praver Hymn (after collection),
XII. Tracuess’ FirTEEN MiNuTes. (Roll taken, Golden Text, Lesson story taught).
XIO. Moriox Soxa.

XIV. Lessox REVIEw aND ArpLicatios. (By Superintendent, Assistant Superintend-
ent, or one of the teachers).

XV. PRAYER.
XVI., DISTRIBUTION OF PAPERS, ETC., AND PREPARATION FOR DISMISSION,

XVILI. Disuisstox, (By Classes).
: 188




LESSON V.—May rst, 1898.

THE TRIUMPHAYL, ENTRY.

Read Martt. 20, 21.

6 And the disciples went, and did cven gs Jesus
appointed them, )

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, ana puton
them their garments ; and he sat thereon.

8 And the most part of the multitude spread their

rments in the way ; and others cut branches from

¢ trees, and spread them in the way,

9 And the multitudes that went before him, and
that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord ; Hosanna in the highest,

10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the
city was stirred, saying, who is this ?

11 And the multitudes said. This is the prophet,

Jesus, from Nazareth of Gallee,

Matt. 21: 6-16.
Commit ve. 9-11.

cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple,
and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and
the seats of them that sold the doves,

13 And he salth unto the, 1t is written, My house
shall Le called o house of prayer: but ye makeita
den of 10bLers,

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the
temple : and hehealed them,

16 _But w hen the ehief priests and thescribes saw the
wondet ful things that he did, and the children that
were cryving in the temple and saying, Hosanna to
the son of David ; they were moved with indignation,

16 Andsaid unto him, Hearest thou_what these
aresaying? _And Jesus saith unto them, Yea: did ye
never read, Out of the mouth of baha~ ~nd sucklings

12 'And Jesus entered into the temyle cf God, and

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Hosanna to the Son of
David; blessedis he that com-
oth in the name of the Lord.”
—Matt, 21: 9.

LESSON PLAN.

DAILY READINGS.
M. Thlegtﬁumphal entry, Matt, 21%

T, Tﬁia;thumphui entry, Matt, 21
W. Sorrow over Jerusalem, Luke

thou has ycrfected praise?

OATECHISM,

Q. 19. What is the misery of that
estate whereinto man fell

A. All mankind, by their fall,
lost communion with God, are
under .his wrath and curse, and
s0 made llable to all miseries in

1, The Prince of Peace,
2, The Praise of the People.

Pféy%‘xl-l.e purifying of the House o 123 919,
4, The Pride of the Priests, The I. B. R. A. Sel.

T, To4s{we the world, John 12:

2-50,
F. Head over all, Eph, 1: 15-23.
8, Christ is Lord, Phil, 2 1-11,
S. keason for the rejoicing, John

thig life, to death itself, and to the
pains of hell forever, .

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos. 545, 539, 540, 536,

{. Prince of Peace.

The Perean ministry having been finished,
Jesus and his disciples, six days before the
Passover, journeyed to Jerusalem from Jericho.
On the evening before the Triumphal Entry
into Jerusalem, the Saviour arrived ab the
home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.

This home was at Bethany about two miles
from Jerusalem. The city could not be seen
from Bethany because it was situated on the
back side of the Mount of Olives. Here, on
his arrival, & feast was made for him. This
home was d tless the resting place of the
Saviour thronghout the remaining six days of
higlife. From it each morning he went to
Jerusalem and returned again in the evening.

Two of the disciples were sent into a neigh-
boring village, call=d Bethphage, and brought
an ass and its colt, upon which, on Sunday
morning, the first day of the week, the day
after cheir Sabbath, the Saviour was to ride
triumphantly into Jerusalem.

They did as he commanded them, and put-
ting their clothes upon the back of the animal,
instead of a saddle, he rode into the city. His
purpose was to show that he was the Messiah,
the Prince of Peace, whom the Jews were ex-
pecting. Ho wanted to give the people one
more opportunity of accepting him. When the

Saviour was heralded by the angels at Bethle-
hem, he was announced as bringing peace to
earth.

The days of his life, at the opening of the
lesson to-day, were nearly over, and he deter-
mines that he will give the Jews a last chance
to accept him as their Messiah and to -make
him King of their hearts. The horse was a
symbol of war. and the ass a symbol of peace,
and it was in choosing the humbler, that he
typified the meaning of his life and showed
himself to be the Prince of Peace. by taking
this frinmpbant journey upon the colt, the
foal of an ass.

8-7. And the disciples went.—Two of
them to Bethphage, a village on the back side
of the Mounnt of Olives, not far from Bethany.

And brought the ass and the colt.—
The Saviour had prophesied that they would
find the animals, and it tarned out to be as he
had said. Tt was the younger animal the
Saviour rode on. They hoth were brought.

Put on them their clothes.— Instead
of a saddle. This is the only time that we
read of Jesus riding.

2. Praise of the People.

8. And a very groat multltude;—If
was the Passover week, and Jerusalem was full
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of strangers.  Great crowds came at this time,
8o many that Jerusalem could not accommo-
date them all, and numbers lodged outside of
the gates of the city, but close to it.

As the kingly procession approached they
met crowds coming out from the city and also
crowds thronging into it. It was a holiday
time. The people were not in a hurry, and
were in search of pleasure and excitement.
The Saviour was known to many of them, and
when they recognized him They spread
thelr garments.—The loose cloak used for
many purposes, It was an act only performed
in honor of the approach of a king.

Cut down branches from the trees.—
John says, of palm trees. The text would teach
us that they continued doing this, over and
over again. They kept cutting and spreading,
and the multitude kep. erying. David in the
time of his prosperity was welcomed in the
same way.

9. Hosanna.~Thecry of thepeople means
much. The literal meaning of the word is
““Save us, we pray.”’ It is a cry of praise, a
shout of Hallelujah. Mark says, Blessed be
the King who cometh in the name of the Lord;
while John uses the words:—** Blessed is the
King of Israel.?? V. 15 tells us that the child-
ren cried out ‘Hosanna,’ not only in the streets
as the procession moved along, but even with-
in the Temple.

Amoug others in the crowd would perbaps be
Lazarus, Simon, Nicodemus, blind Bartimeus,
the man cured at the Pool of Bethesda, and the
paralytie, all rejoicing in what the Saviour had
done for them. They lead the mighty shout
of praise, the cry of ‘Hosanna,” in which the
peoplo and the children join.

10. Aflthe city was moved.—Was arous-
ed, interested, excited. There were those who
would not cry Hosanna but were displeased
because of his popularity. And there were
those who would not receive the Saviou~.

It was for those that the Saviour wept ashe
approached the city.

‘With prophetic vision he saw the beseiging
force and ruined city in ashes. But it was
more for the sins of the people and because of
those who would reject him, that made him
cry out ‘‘Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem,’ etc.

fl. The Prophet of Nazareth.—Nazareth
in Galilee was the home of the Saviour for

nearly 30 years. He was often called the

¢ Nazarene.”?

3. Purifying the House of Prayer.

12. Cast out all them who sold and
boughtinthe tempte.~This was the se.
cond time that Jesus purified the Temjle in
this way. It probably did not occur on the
same day as the Triumphal Entry into Jeru-
salem, but on the second day of the week.
(See Mark 11.)

The former occaston was on his first visit to
Jerusalem after the beginning of his ministry,
and occurred at the same time as the interview
with Nicodemus. The place occupied by the
money changers was the Court of the Gentiles,
where animals for sacrifice, oil, wine, ete.,
were also $H}d. It was a place of confusion,
turmoil, and much dishonesty on every hand.
‘‘Cast out.’””> Drove them out as on a former
occasion. (See John 2: 15.)

13. 1t is written.—~Three times this expres-
sion is nsed in Christ’s hand to hand conflict
with Satan during the 40 days temptation. So
in verse 13 and 16 the conversation of the
Saviour is saturated with a knowledge of the
Old Testament Scriptures.

14. House of prayer.—The Temple was
much used for prayer. There was the morning
hour of prayer, 9 o’clock, and the evening hour,

|3 o’clock. One of the primary purposes of the

Temple was thus being defeated by the noise
and bustle of the money changers, and the bar-
gainers, and for this reason, the Saviour drove
them out. They were not only robbing one
another, but they were robbing God.

4. Pride of the Priests.

16. They were sore displeased.—Three
things made them so:—

1. The Popularity of the-Prince of Peace.
2. The Praise of the Prince of Peace.
3. The Power of the Prince of Peace.

The popularity of the Savionur was eeen in
the great crowds of people who followed him ;
the Praise, in the cries of the people, and the
Hosannas of the children. The Power, was
displayed by the opening of the eyes of the
blind, and the healing of the lame. (V. 14.)
The priests were envious of this Popularity and
Power. They hated the Prince of Peace, and
he, seeing their disposition tow&rd hxm,
answered them, .
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(6. Have ye never read.—Are ye not
familier with the Seriptures? Have ye not
scen that the praise due to the Lord has not
been perfected in the Temple worship and in
the hearts of his chosen people? Therefore
when these children, from thejr very hearts,
bring a perfect praise to the King of Kings
should ye find fauit ?

-The triumphal procession.

*“Two vast streams of people met on that day.
The one poured out from the city, and as they
came through the gardens, whose clusters of
palm rose on the southern corner of Olivet,
they cut down the long branches, as was their
wont at the Feast of Tabernacles, and moved
upwards toward Rethany with loud shouts of
welcome.

From Bethany streamed forth the crowds
who had assembled there on the previous night,
and who came testifying to the great event at
the sepulchre of Lazarus.

The road soon loses sight of Bethany. It is
now & rough, but still broad, and well-defined,
mountain track, winding over rock and loose
stones. A steep declivity below on the left,
and sloping shoulder of Olivet above on the
right, fig-trees below and above, here and there
growing out of vhe rocky soil.

Aloung the road, the multitudes threw down
the branches which they cut as they went
along, or spread out a rude matting, formed
by the palm-branches they had already cut as
they came. The larger portion, those, perhaps,
who escorted him from Bethany, unwrapped
their loose cloaks from their shoulders, and
stretched them along the rude path, to form a
momentary carpet as he approached.

The two streams met mid-way. Half of the
vast mass, turning round, preceded; the other
half followed. Gradually the long procession
swopt up and over the ridge where first begins
the descent of the Mount of Olives, toward
Jernsalem. .

At this point the first view is caught of the
south-eastern corner of the city. The Temple,

and the more northern portions, are hidden by
the slope of Olivet on the right; what is seen is
only Mount Zion, now for the imost parta
rough field, crowned with the Mosque of David,
and the angle of the Western wall, but then
covered with housesto its base, surmounted by
the Castle of Herod, and on the supposed site
of the palace of David, from which that portion

of Jerusalem, emphatically, ‘‘the City of
David,’? derived its name.

It was at this precise point, as he drew nean
at the descent of the Mount of Olives—may it
not have been from the sight thus opening
upon them—that the shout of triumph burst
forth from the multitude, ‘‘Fosanna to the
Son of David, blessed is he that ccmeth in the
name of the Loxd, blessed is the kingdom of
our father David. Hosanna, peace, glory
in the highest.”” There was a pause as the
shout rang through the long defile, and
as the Pharisees, who stood by in the crowd,
complained, he pointed to the stones, which,
strewn beneath their feet, wounld immnediately
‘‘cry out’ if ‘‘these were to hold their
peace.”?

Again the procession advanced. The road
descends a slight declivity, and the glimpse of
the city is again withdrawn behind the inter-
vening ridge of Olivet. A few moments, and
the path mounts again, it climbs a rugged
ascent, it reackes a ledge of smooth rock, and
in an instant the whole city burst into view.??
~—Dr. Thompson.

BIBLE SEARCH LICHTS.

6. In what other gospels is this lesson
found? (See Mark 11, Luke 19 and John 12.)
What event immediately preceded this lesson?
Matt. 21:1-5; 26: 6-13; Mark 14: 3-4 and John
12:2-8.

7-8. What was customary when a King
entered a city? 2 Kings 9:13. What pro-
phecy was fulfilled by the Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem ? Zech. 9:9.

9. What is the meaning of the word
Hosanna? Psalm 118: 2-6. With what words
was the advent of the Saviour to the world
heralded ? Luke 2:14.

10. What did the Pharisees say about the
popularity of Jesus? John 12:19.

11. Why was Jesus called the Prophet of
Nazareth? Matt. 2:23; Luke 7:16; John
6:14; John 7:4042.

12. What other Gospels tell us concerning
the cleansing of the Temple? Mark 11:12-19;
Luke 19: 45-46. 'When did the Saviour cleanse
the temple before ? John 2:16-17,

13. Why was the Temple called the House
of Prayer? Luke 1:9-10; Acts 3:1. What
did Jeremiah say about polluting the Temple ?
Jer. 7: 11.
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14. On what other oceasion did he cure the
sick in Jerusalem ? John 5: 3-9.

15. Was Jesus the Son of David? Matt. 22:
41-46; Mark 12: 35-37; Luke 20: 41-44; Psalm
110: 1.

16. Whose words did the Saviour yuote?
Psalm 8: 2,

Prove that Jesus loved little children. Matt.
18& 1-6; Matt. 19:13; Mark 10: 13, and Luke
18:15,

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

Central Thought, Jesus honored.~Keep
in mind the Central Truth of the lesson in
teaching its practical application. Who honor-
ed Jesus? .

1. Jesus was honored by his dis-
ciples.—~They honored him by their prompt
obedience. He who obeys the Saviour's word
will never be deceived. If he tells us what we
will find, as Jesus told the disciples about the
ass’s colt, we will never be disappointed.

2. Jesus was honored by the peopie,—
They recognized him as the King, not perhaps
as olearly as we now understand him to be
King, but there was a perception that he was
in very truth a Kingly man. ILike them we

1

should honor him as the Prince of Peace, and
should cast the garment of Praise at his feet.
We should honor him by becoming like him,
Honor him by a life of Humility, Patience,
Gentleness, and Obedience.

3. Jesus was honored by the chil.
dren.—Qur Lord gladly accepts the praise of
the children. While the heart is young,
praise may be perfected. We cannot’ wave
palm branches, and cry ‘‘Hosanna’’ as these
children did, but, we can bring honor to his
name by a lifc of gentleness, kindnessand love.

4. Jesus was honored by his Father
in heaven.—The holy indignation which
was aroused, was so recognized by His Father
that he was able to drive from the Temple all
them who sold and bought in the Temple. If
we, in the humility, earnestness and gentleness
of the Lord, undertake work for our Father, he
will honor us and make us successful therein,

THE BLACKBOARD.

rince of eace
raised by the eople
urified the House of rayer,

For added helps on this lesson see page 155.

LESSON VI.—May 8th, 1898.
THE MARRIAGE FEAST. Matt. 22: 1-14.
Read the whole chapter. Commit ve. 2-4,

1 And Jesus answered and spake again in para-
dles unto them, saying, X )

2 The kingdom of heaven islikened unto a certain
king, which made a marringe feast for his son,

8 And sent forth his servants to call them that
wers bidden to the marriage feast : and they would

1ot come.

4 hesent forth other servants saying, Tell
them that are bidder, Behold, I have made reaéy m
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killeG, and
thln% are ready : come to the maniage feast.

5 Butthey made light of it, and went their ways,
one to his own farm, another to his merchandise ;

6 And therestlaid hold on his servants, and en-
treated them shamefully, and killed them,

7 But the king was wroth ; and he sent his armies,
and destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
8 Then saith he to hisservants, The wedding

ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy,

GOLDEN TEXT,

9 Go ye therefore unto the partings of the high-
ways, and as many as yeshall find, bid to the mar-
riage feast,

10 And those servants wentout into the highways,
and gathered together all as many &sthey found,
bothts ad and good : and the wedding was filled with
guests,

11 But when the king came in_ to behold the

ests, he saw there a2 man which had noton & wed-
ng-garment:

12 And he saith unto him, Friend, Low camest
thou in hither no: having a wedding-gurment ? And
he was speechless.

13 Then the king said to .he servants, Bind him
hand and foot, and cast him it into the outer dark-
ness ; there shall be the weening and gnashing of

DAILY READINGS.

teeth.
14 Formany are called, but iew chosen.

CATECHISM,
Q. 20, Did God leave all man-

“Come, for =2ll things are
now ready.”—Luke 14: 17,

LESSON PLAN.

1, The Feasst,

. 2. The Invitation,
3, The Conductof those invited.
4. The Doom of the disotedient.

M. The marriage feast, Matt. 222
114,
T. The supper of the Lamb, Rev,
19 : 5-10, .
W. The white robe, Rev, 7:9-17,
T. Whosoever will, Rev, 22: 13-21.
F. Wisdom's invitation, Prov, 9:
1-12, .
S. Folly of refusal, Prov, 1 : 20-33,
S. Wickedexecuses, Luke 14: 15-24,
The 1. . 2. 1. Sel.
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kind to perish in the estate of sin
and mxseri? 3

A, God uvmg:oout of his mere
good pleasure, from all eternity,
elec some to everlasting life,
did enter into a covenant of grace,
to deliver them out of the estateof
sin and misery, anad to bring them
into an estate of salvation by o
redeemer,

LESSON H$MNS,
Nos. 456, 454, 146, 457,



Keep in view the fact that the Kingdom of
God exists: First, in the heart where Christ
dwells by his Spirit, Luke 17: 21 : Eph. 3: 17;
1 Cor. 6 19, Second, in the world, Matt. 13 :
38; ¢ The field is the world, and the good
seed, these are the sons of .the Kingdom.”
Matt. 6: 10, ““ Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” ZIhird, in
glory, John 14 : 1-3; Matt. 8: 11.  Olshausen
aptly remarks that the Saviour’s parables are
“like many-sided precious stones, cut so as to
cast lustre in more than one direction.”

In interpreting them care should be taken to
determine to which sphere of the Kingdom
they refer. See Matt. 13. The Kingdom is
not of this world. It is spiritual in its laws,
its subjects, enjoyments, and rewards. Itcon-
sists not in meat and drink; but in righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Jno. 18: 36; Rom. 14: 17. Itisof supreme im-
portance, and should be sought before and
above all things earthly. Matt. 6: 33 ; Luke
13: 24.

. The feast in the parable represents the
salvation of the Gospel. The sumptuousness,
the rich abundance with which the table is
spread—not that-of an ordinary meal but of &
feast—denotes complete provision forall men’s
spiritual wants. What arethese? (1) Forgive-
ness,  Seeing we are all shapen in iniquity
and conceived in sin, Psal. 51: 5, we are
naturally condemned, and without pardon
must perish eternally. Rom. 3, 10-14. Spiri-
tual life is an absolute necessity for creatures
dead in trespasses ard sins, and all life isfrom
God, from above.

To enter the Kingdom we must be born
anew, Jno. 3: 3.

Spiritual life is not the outcome of the care-
ful cultivation of a good germ indigenous to
our sinful nature. Itis the gift of Christ by
his Spirit. He isour life. Col. 3: 34. We
are raised up withhim, Eph. 2: 1and 4.7. In
him we have life abundantly, Jno. 10 : 10,

(2) Purification isincluded in the salvation set
forth by the feast. Without this, pardon would
be a doubtful boon, and obviously not in the
interests of morality. A pure heart is needed
as well as clean hands. Psal. 24: 3-4. This
cleansing is & work of God. He lifts us out of
the horrible pit and the miry clay. Psal. 40:
2. “Oumr righteousnesses are as filthy rags,”

of God in Christ, 2 Cor. 5: 21. His blood
cleanseth us from allsin, 1 Jno. 1: 7.

And so all other wants of men—guidance,
instruction, protection, hope, peace, joy, and
eternal glorification of soul and body, are fully
met in what this feast symbolizes.

2. The Invitation.~This is the outward

call of the gospel. It is unlimited and urgent.
It brings deep responsibility on those to
whom it is addressed—it comes with the ob-
ligation of a command from God, Acts, 17: 30.
It was first delivered to the Jews. They
were the recipients of God’s revelation of the
gospel. **It was preached Lefure unto Abra-
ham,” Gal. 3: 7-8. ) .
The parable indicates that his descendants
rejected it, and then *‘the salvation of God
was sent to the Gentiles,” Acts 28: 28,
The 1act is emphasized that the invitation is
as comprehensive and pressing as possible.
This is the trend of Scripture testimony both
in the Old and the New Testament. Isa. 55:
1-7; Matt. 11: 28-29; Rev. 22: 17; Rom.10: 13;
2 Cor. 5: 20.

3. The conduct of those who rejected the
invitation. This is marked by different de-
grees of guilt. Some made light of the invita-
tion. They neglected and therefore forfeited
the great salvation, Heb. 2: 3. The sinfulness
and ruinous effects of neglect should be illus-
trated and enforced.

Some, preferred other things to what the
King offered them—farms, money-making,
wealth. They were not necessarily disr€put-
able, but they felt no need of God’s great gift.
They did not believe it, and unbelief, which
is deemed by many, harmless, if not even some-
thing indicative of saperior ability, is a damn-
ing sin, Mark 16: 16. It makes God a liar,
1Jno. 5: 10. The indifferent, and those who
cling to what is visible and tangible, are now
prominent and influential classes in the world.

Others went nruch further than cherishing
silent contempt for the invitation. They
manifested murderous malignity towards the
King’s servants. This was the case of old—
‘t They were stoned, they were sawn asunder,”’
etc., Heb. 11: 36, 37. The Saviour foretold
that this was to continume. * Behold, I send
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves,”
ete., dMatt. 10 : 16-17.

Itis a favorite method with the devil and

Isa. 64: 6, but we are made the righteousness

his servants to strike at those who represent

143

TElp o

I

—— A

e

Rt Y N IR I 0 LR e



Christ and his truth, and they often express
their hatred and show their depravity in the
most appalling manner. Jesus said, ‘‘ But
now have they hoth seen and hated both me
and my Father,? Jno. 15: 24-25.

4, Thedoom of Gospel rejectors
haters isinevitable and awful.

‘The King was wroth, aad he sent his
armies and destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city.”” The Great God sent forth
the Romans, here styled his armies, as the
Assyrian is called ‘the rod of his anger ”
(TIsa. 10: 5) to execute his judicial vengeance
upon Jerusalem, and destroyed the murderers
of his Son. Thereafter the messengers were
sent into thehighways and they gathered men,
bad and good without distinotion. So the
gospel call brought in Jews, Samaritans, and
heathen of all sorts.

But the distributive justice of God is especi-
ally manifest in the parable. There is not
only national judgment, but the individual is
singled out and receives just punishment.
The way of transgressors is hard when they sin
nationally in multitudes, (Prov. 13:15), and
when they sin one by one. We cannot escape
the omniscient eye of God. Psal. 139:7-12.
The King detected the one dissembler in the
company of guests. His neglect to appearin
the wedding garment provided by the host was
not overlooked or excused. It proved fatal.
Rom. 14: 12. )

and

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

1.—Give the substance of each parable of the
Kingdom recorded in Matt. 13.

2,~Why did Jesus frequently teach by par-
ables ?

3.—Give additional examples of his doing
s0, and state the specific traths illustrated in
each case.

4,—Indicate the points of agreement between
the parable in the lesson and that in Matt. 13:
47-50.

6.—In what spheres does the Kingdom of
God exist? Supportyouranswer by Scripture.

6.—Explain the nature of the Kingdom.

7—What attributes of God’s nature are get
forth by this lesson ?

8.—How does he deal with sin in this
world ?

9.~How is he to show his mind regarding
it in the world to come?

10.—What are the great spiritual wants of
sinful men ?

il.—What are the most alarming conse-
quences of unbelief ? )

12,~Tllustrate the outcome of neglect in
relation to the best blessings within our reach.

Teachers should rhaster all the points raised
by these questions, and ask as many more as
may be necessary in the process of teaching
and review, and for the purposes of stimulating
thought, arresting attention, and securing con-
viction of the truth on the part of pupils. They
should also be prepared to use apt illustrations
in order to make their lessons plain, convine-
ing and memorable.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. The provision of grace is most amople—it
is a feast. .

2. Men may wilfully perish in spite of this
ample provision.

3. A formal acceptance of the gospel invita-
tion is not enough. Xvery one must have on
the wedding garment of Christ’s righteons-
ness.

4. The church will be sifted in the end.
Every one must give account of himself to
God.

5. The doom of false professors of religion
isawful and inevitable.

6. Men shall not escape by refusing to come
to the feast, or to confess Christ. By doing
so they treat with contempt both the Saviour
and his messengers.

THE BLACKBOARD.

EAST HOSOEVER
ULL FOR
ILY,

REFE

For added helps on this lesson, see page 156.
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LESSON VII.—May 15th, 1898,

WATCHFULNESS,

Read chapters 23, 24, and Romans 14 1-13,

42 Watch therefore: for
your Lord cometh,

43 But know this, that if the master of the house
had known in what watch the thief was coming, he
would have watched, and would not have suffered
hts house w be broken through.

44 Therefore be ye also ready: forin an hour that
ye think not the Son of man cometh,

45 Who then {is the faithful and wise servant,
whom his lord hath set over his household, to give

ye know not on what day

Matt. 24: 42-51.
Commst vs. 44-46.

47 Verily Isay unto you, that he will set him over
all that he hath,
48 Bugif that evil servant shell say in hish
My lord tarrieth ; v eart,
49 And shall begin to beat his fellow-se
shall eat and dﬂnlgiwith the drunken ; ryants and
60 The lord of that servant shall come inaday

when he expecteth not, and in an hour when he
knoweth not,

them their food in due season ? 51 And shall cut him asunder, and_appoint his
46 Blessed {s that servant, whom his lord when rtion with the hypocrites ; there shall be tﬁg weep-
he coneth shall find so doing. ng and gnashing of teeth,
GOLDEN TEXT, DAILY READINGS, CATECHISM.
«Watch, therefore; for ye
know mot what hour your | M. Warning, Matt. 24: 1-14, Gon'? .;Jggf‘ ? Is the Redeemer of

Lord doth come.”—Matt, 24 ; 42,

W. Watchfulness,
LESSON PLAN.
We are to watch for the coming
of the Lord, because,
1. Itis certain.
ill be sudden and unex-

118,

2. Itw

cted, \ 1o
P%' It"will be momentous u its 8. Hold fast and repent,Rev, 8:1-6,
issues, The I. B. R. A. Sel.

Jesus delivered this lesson as part of his
answer to three questions by his disciples.
They bad directed his attention to the solid
and enduring character of the wall of the
temple, when he took occasion to assure them
that the time was not far distant when not one
stone of that great edifice should be left upon
another that should not be thrown down.
They then put their questions, ‘“ Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world ?

The Master declined to mention the date
they asked for; but gave them specific hints
and warnings as to what they were to expect
in the near and the distant future. Perilous
times were coming. False Christs and false
prophets would appear, and seck ¢ to lead
astray, if possible, even the elect.’”” Matt. 24:
1-3 ; verses 24-41.

It was not for them to know the precise
time when Jerusalem and its glorious temple
should be destroyed, and when the great
drama of human history should end. He
could have easily told them this;but their
ignorance should stimulate watchfulness.
Enough for them to know that the dread events
foretold would surely happen. And so we
should teach.

T, Unexpected, Matt, 24: 3241,
T, Ready and unready, Matt, 25

F. Expectiation, 2 Peter 3: 8-14.
8. Watch and pray, Mark 13: 28-37,

A, The only Redeemer of God's
elect is the Lord Jesus Christ,
who, being the eternal Son of
God, became man, and so wa:, and
continueth to be, God and minin
two distinet natures, and one per-
son, for ever.

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 248, 848, 83, 256.

, Matt, 24: 42-51,

{.—The absolute certainty of the coming of
the Lord. This is necessary if we are to be
true to the word, and would counteract prev-
alent and practical unbelief respecting it.
Our blessed Saviour in very manyof his lessons
and parables repeatedly dwelt upon this fact.
The 24th and 26thchapters of Matt. furnish
abundant evidence of it. Teachers should
summarize and explain this portion of the
gospel record as bearing upon the inquiries of
the disciples.

They should also refer, for the same purpose,
to Matt. 26: 64 ; John 14 : 1-3 ; Acts 1:9-11,
and urge their pupils to search in the Bible
for additional instances of the same pature.
Care should be taken to convince them that it
is the great fact of the coming of our Lord,
and not speculations about its being Pre-
millennial or Post-millennial, that received
prominence in the preaching and writings of
the apostles.

And here, too, it is important to keep in
view that the Saviour in answering the ques-
tions of his disciples speaks of three
comings, all of which were then in the
future.

1. For the overthrow of the temple, of
Jerusalam, and of Judaism.

2. TFor the setting up of his kingdom.
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3.~For the final glorification of his people
and the judgment of the world.

These three great events have certain points
of analogy or resemblance, and so with their
attendant circumstances. The state of the
church and the world preceding the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem wasa repetition of what
had occurred in the days of Noah, and resem-
bled also the condition of things to reappear
before the last judgment. The past has made
sure of existence, and what is yet future is
equally certain, There is no ground for dis-
pute, conjecture, or uncertainty, about the one
any more than the other.

2.—The coming of our Lord is to be sudden
and unexpected.

This was the case at the destruction of
Jerusalem and the setting aside of Judaism.
The people could not be persuaded that such
things were at hand. The plain prophetic
warnings ‘of Jesus fell without power upon
their dull ears. His parables and direct state-
ments failed to produce in them a sense of the
inpending danger. They fortified themselves
in the thought of safety and the belief that
things must continue as they were, until the
army of Titus invaded their city and they
were overwhelmed with indeseribable horrors
and ruin.

This judgment upon Jerusalem was a first
coming of the Son of man. It was referred to
by him, Matt. 16:28, when he said,  There
be some of them that stand here, which shall
in no wise taste of death, till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom."’

It was typical of his next coming in the
power of his Spirit to set up his visible king-
dom among the nations, and also of the final
judgment of the world.

The scene on the day of Pentecost took the
people by surprise. The disciples *‘were all
together in one place’’ with a great multi-
tude of many nationalities, *‘ Parthians and
Medes and Elamites, and the dwellers in
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, in
Pontus and Asia, in Phrygin and Pamphilia, in
Egypt and the parts of Lybia abcut Cyrene,
and sojourners from Rome, both Jews and
Proselytes, Cretans and Arabians.”” Such was
the congregation assembled in Jerusalem,
when *‘ suddenly there came from heaven a
sound as of the rising of & mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting.

Anud there appeared unto ¢nem tongues part.

ing asunder, like asof fire; and it sat upop |

each of them,’’ eto.

* An@ they were all amazed, and were per-
plexed, saying to oneanother, What meaneth
this?’’ Aocts 2: 1-13 R.V.

!
i

Thus it was at this coming of the Lord, in
fulfilment of his promise, to endue his am. !

bassadors with power from on high to publish
and teach the gospel of the Kingdom mnong '

all nations.

Equally sudden, unexpected, and surprlsmg
to an ungodly world, will be his final coming,
Immediately preceding that great day, we
know not for how long—human history will
repeat itself, and bear the same general
character as in the days of Noah and of Lot,
and of the downfall of Jerusalem. The same
follies and vices will prevail. Men will reck-
lessly cast off the fear of God. Matt. 24:3%
39. Luke 17: 28-30.

3.~This final commg of the Lord will brmg
about momentous issues.

This is clear from the words of the lesson
and the panssages just cited. Two classes of
persons are concerned in these issues, faithful
and wise servants who are set over their Lord’s
household, to give them their food in due
season.

"The food is the truth of God. Matt. 4:4,
This is to be honestly and prudently given to
the members of the household. The servants
who show fidelity in this respect can look for-
ward to the appearing of their Lord with joy ;
they can ardently long for it, because they
will then receive promotion and full reward
of all their works of faith and labors of love.

‘“He will set them over all that he hath.”
V. 41.

What an inspiration to well doing the sure
and certain hope of such recompense. It was
this that made Moses a self-sacrificing moral
hero at the court of Pharoah, Heb. 11:24-27,
¢ He looked unto the recompense of reward.”’
And Jesus for the joy set before him endured
the oross, etc., Heb. 12:2, ‘‘Therefore God
highly exalted him, and gave unto him the
name which is above every name.” Phil. 2:
9, R.V.

The lot of the faithful servant in the engd
will thus be glorious.

But there is a second class to be considered,
“the evil gervant,"” )
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The term “‘ evil’’ is very cumprehensive. It
embraces all that is hateful and injurious to
God and man. It is a name of the devil.
He is called the Evil one ; and Christ desoribes
him as & liar and a murderer from the begin-
ning. It is & summary of everything that is
in the unrenewed heart of man, which is ¢ de-
ceitful above all things and desperately sick.’’
Jer. 17: 9, (R. V.)

The evil in the neart of the servant men-
tioned in the lesson showed itself in several
ways. For suspecting and dishelieving his
master, acting deceitfully. towards him in
his absence ; in dealing unjustly and cruelly
with his fellow- gervants, in gross self indul-
gence, in gluttony and drunkenness.

Nothing but concentrated and unending
woe awaits such an one at the coming of our
Lord. We dare not empty his own terrible
words of their full force. ‘‘Inaday when
he expeoteth not, and in an hour when he
knoweth not, he shall cut him asunder and
appoint his portion with the hypocrites ; there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Thus the loving Jesus makes use of motives
of hope of reward and fear of punishment to
send home with resistless power to the hearts
and consciences of all, his gracious warning—
“Watch.”

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

1. What was the occasion of Jesus deliver-
ing this lesson ?

2. Why did he withhold some of the infor-
mation sought by the disciples?

3. What were to be the signs of his coming ?

4. Mention the passages in which this event
is referred to as certion.

5. What aspect of the coming of our Lord
is mainly insisted upon in the preaching and
writing of the apostles?

6. Who are meant by the faithful servant in

7. What is ths source of evil conduct?
8. How is it desoribed by Jeremiah and by
Jesus? Quote the passages.

9. In what forms did the wickedness of the
evil servant manifest itself ?

10. What are the true servants of Christ
entitled to expect at his appearing ?

11. How will: he deal with the unbeliving
and deceitful servant ?

12. Should we be influenced by hope of
reward and fear of future punishment ? Prove
your answer from scripture.

13. What is the main duty insisted upon
in the lesson?

14. How can this duty be successfully per-
formed ?

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
1. We are all called to service of some kind.
2. It is not the place we hold that is im-
‘portant but the spirit and manner in which
we serve,

3. 'We should aim not at the least, but at
the largest service we can render.

4. Our fidelity and our lack of fidelity will
be taken into account in the last day. Matt,
6 : G-16.

5. Outward condact is the expression of
what is in the heart ; therefore if we would
walk in newness of life we must seek a new
heart, and keep it with all diligence. Prov.
4:23.

6. We are now either laying up treasures in
heaven or heaping up wrath against the day
of wrath, Matt. 6 : 19-21; Rom. 2: &.

TEE BLACKBOARD.

ATCH HRIST'S
AIT FOR ERTAIN
ORK OMING.

the lesson ?

For further helps on this lesson see page 157,

AL

147



LESSON VIIIL.—

May 22nd, 1898,

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. Matt. 25: 31-46.

Read Matt- 25, Rev. 20: 11-15,

81 But when tho Son of man shall come in his
glorlv]. and all the an{gels with him, thenshall he sit
on the throne of his g or¥l:

82 And before him shall be gathered all the na-
tions : and he shall separate them onc from another,
as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats :

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand,
but the goats on the left,

84 Thenshall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
klnqdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world :

85 ForIwas an hungtred, andye
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ;
and ye took me in s

86 Naked,and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye
visited me : I was fn prison, and ye came unto me.

87_ Then shall the righteous answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee?
or nt.f)hst, and gave thee drink ?

88 And when saw we thee astranger, and took
‘hee in ? or naked, and clothed thee?

ve mo meat : I
was a stranger,

GOLDEN TEXT.

¢ He shallreward every man
according to his works.”—Matt,
16: 27,

LFESSON PLAN,

1. The Judge,
2, The Judgment,
8, The Eternal Issucs,

8. True
The I.

Attention should be given to the two para-
bles which precede this lesson. That of the
ten virgins teaches the.duty of watchfulness
and the danger of a false profession—the lamp
without oil. The parable of the man travel-
ling into a far country illustrates the import-
ance of active gervice, and of using to the best
advantage the talents with which we are
entrusted, the rewards which follow this
course, and the awful doom of the unfaithful,
‘We have both to watch and to work for the
Master.

These ‘two parables prepare the way for
considering the last judgment.

I. Thejudge.—He isspoken of as the
Son of Man—s title full of meaning. It was
often used by Christ in speaking of hiiself.
It identifies him in nature with our race.
Heis the crown and glory of our race. The
title isused, too,where his divinity is declared
or implied. ‘‘He has authority to execute
judgment because he is the Son of Man.”

DAILY READINGS.
M. Reward and punishment,Matt,
25 : 14-80,
T. The day of judgment, Matt. 25;
W. Equal judgment, Ezek, 18:
T, mi;hteo%s judgment, 2 Thess.
F, Known by fruit, Matt. 7: 1323,
8. Res}Ponsxbmty of knowledge,
eb, 10: 23-31,

wdgment, Rom 2: 1-11,
“R.A. Sel.

Commit ve. 34-46.

39 And whensaw we thee sick, orin prison, ana
came unto thee.

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily 1 say unto you, Inusmuch asye did it unto one
of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto

me,

41 Then shall he say also unto thcm on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal
fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels:

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me nomeat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink :

43 Iwasastrangerandye took me notin ; naked
and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye
vxﬁiw'}‘l? o nolt;. 11 th ) i

en sha ey also answer, saying, Lor
when saw we thee }e;n hungred, or n{hh%t ordi
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and dia not
minister unto thee?

45 Then shall he answer them saying, Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these
]equzt, ie glghit nothm]xlm me, into eternal I

nd these_shall go away into eternal punish-
ment : but the righteous into eternal life, r

CATECHISM.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the
Son of God, become man?

A, Christ, the Son of God, be.
came man by taking to himself a
trucbody and a reasonable soul,
being conceived by the power of
the Holy Ghost, in the womb of
the Vll‘ﬁ'hl Mary, and born of her,
yet without sin.

LESSON HYNMNS,
Nos. 324, 89, 425, 332,

John 5: 27-29 ; Matt. 16: 27 and 19: 28 ; Mark
8: 38.

The works ascribed to him in these passages,
and in the lesson, aresuch as God alone can
perform. Pupils should be shown this in
detail.

He isto gather all nations before him from
the beginning to the end of the world. This
involves the resurrection of the dead, small
and great, which requires the exercise of
omnipotence.

Then ae is tosit as king and separate the
wicked from the righteous with unerring
accuracy. This can only be done from a per-
fect knowledge of all the thoughts and deeds
of these countless millions.,

No mere man or creature, however created,
could accomplish these things, The voice of
God alone can call the dead out of their tombs,
The eye of God alone can see the secret of all
human heartsand lives. His memory alone can
tecall the minutiz of all history.
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The unspenkable majesty and glory of the
jndgeshould be impressed upon the minds of
pupils. This is in accordance with the teach-
ing of Christ himself and his apostles. Notice
the clnims he advanced before uunbelieving
Jews. He existed before Abraham—He was
greater than the temple—Lord of the Sabbath
—One with God—the resurrection and the
lite, ete.

His apostles declared him to be the creator
of all things, John 1: 3 ; the brightness of the
Father's glory and the express image of his
person, Heb. 1: 3 : worshipped by all the
angels of God. v. 6: ‘‘Who is over all, God
blessed forever.” Rom. 9:5. Theredeemed in
glory cast their crowns before his throne
saying, *‘ Worthy art thou, our Lord and our
God, to receive the .glory aud the honor and
the power : for thou didst create all things,
and because of thy will they were, and were
created.” Rev. 4:11, R.V.

0ld Testament prophets spoke of him in
gimilar terms. Isa. 9: 6, 7. And his surpass-
ing glory as the judge is most vividly set
forth in a passage which pupils should read in
their classes. Rev. 20: 11-15.

2, The Judgment.—Here take into ac-
count, (1) The assembly—*‘ All the holy
angels ’? around the judge. What & retinue !
The number and the glory of them we know
pot. These are his attendants to execute his
commands—To *‘ bind the tares in bundles to
burn them.” Matt. 13: 30. *‘ Before him
shall be gathered all nations *>—civilized and
uncivilized, christian and pagan, from the
boginning of the world to the last day. Such
an assembly as never before met and never
will meet again. They are gathered for the
first and last time. Where ?  Before Him."”
Where can there be room for them ? We
need not trouble ourselves or our pupils about
this, beyond remembering the fact that space
is infinite, and he *‘ filleth allin all.” Eph.1:
23. The God who creates all worlds and
keeps them moving in space, can make room
forand manage this innumerable company. If
we believe in an Almighty God, we can with:
out perplexity entrust him with the manage-
ment of this august scene.

‘What is of deeper personal interest to us,
(2) The separation which is to take place.
Men are now herding together, good and bad,
godly and ungodly, virtnous and vicious. And

it is difficult to know the one class from the
other. Hypocrites have attained to such skill
in their cunning craft that they often pass for
honest men. The servants of the devil, like
himself, are sometimes taken for angels of
light. 2 Cor. 11: 14, 15.

But now the final sifting, the process of
Divine discrimination, begins. Men are clas-
sified according to what they are, not accord-
ing to what they pretend or seem to be. The
sheep are brought together on the right hand
of the judge, the place of honor, of high dis-
tinction, and of true safety ; and the goats are
made into a disreputable herd to his left, the
place of disgrace and rejection.

Of what little account in this hour of eternal
adjustment will be rank and standing for
which men contend and struggle in this life!
What profit to them now to have belonged to
the most fashionable and luxurious *set.”” To
have been known as ‘‘society people,”” as the
upper, or lower, tens, if they must take
their place eternally among the goats. Life is
worth living, trnly and righteously, seein,, it
inevitably leads up to this dread assize.

And what is of intense personal interest to
every one ig, (3) the principle upon whioh this
separation and eternal classification are made.
Everything turns upon our relations to the
judge—our treatment of him. He is mean-
while represented in the world by those he
2alls his * brethren,’? as truly by the least and
greatest of them,

He is so intimately related to them, so truly
united with them in convenant and in life, that
he counts what is done to them as done to
himself. He is the vine, they are the
branches. John 15: 5. He is their head, they
are the members of his body. 1 Cor. 12:27.
He is, in a most sacred sense, one with them.
John 17-21. He is their life, Col. 3: 3, 4. To
touch them either by rendering them service
or the opposite is to do the sawe to him. So
Saul was told by his own lips, Acts 9: 4 jand
50 he says both to those on his right and en
his left band. ‘¢ Inasmuch as ye did unto one
of these my brethren, even these least, ye did
it untome.” V. 40, R.V. ¢ Ihdsmuoch as ye
did it not,”? ete. V. 45. K

‘While we are saved by grace, (‘‘By grace
have ye heen saved through faith.? Eph. 2: 8.
R.V.) we are to be judged-according to the
deeds done in thebody. Rom. 2:6 ;2 Cor.5:10.
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3. The eternal (ssues—There are (1)
unutterably joyous. To those on his right
hand the judge shall say, ¢ Come ye blessed of
my Father.” Their's are all the blessings pro-
vided by his infinite love and redemptive work
through the Son and the Holy Spirit.
¢ Inherit,” otc. They are now to enter upon
the full realizatiou of what is meant by their
being heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.
Rom. 8: 17; 1 Cor. 3: 22, 23.

What a contrast to the lot of many of them,
indeed, of all of them, on earth. The inherit-
ance which ig incorruptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, the joy of our Lord, our
Father’s house, to be forever with the Lord, to
it with him in his throne—these are infinitely
better than the best things here enjoyed. Oh
to be of the number who are **blessed of the
Father”! This is one issue to be desired
above all things.

But there is another, (2) woeful beyond
comprehension. The judge shall say to them
on the left hand, ‘‘Depart from me, ye
cursed,” ete., v. 41. This will be a last and an
awful departure from the face and favor of
God, and from Christ, the infinitely compas-
sionate Saviour—a departure from all that is
good and pure and lovely ‘in the universe, a
departure along with and into all that is
impure and vile and hateful, and hated of God
and saints and holy angels! Is not this hell,
outer darkness, where there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth ?

(3) And all this—the bliss and woe—to be
eternal.  ‘‘And these shall go away into
eternal punishment ; but the righteous into
eternal life.” Both are equally eternal, the
death and the life ; and both transcend in their
full significance our finite comprehension.—
Let us, by the grace of-God, do our utmost to
flee from the wrath to come and lzy hold upon
eternal life.

As to the forceof theterm “‘eternal” seeRom.
16: 26 ; Heb. 9: 14 ; 1 John 5: 11; Jude 7;
2 Thes. 1: 9.

———

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

1. What are the chief lessons of the two
parables which immediately precede the ac-
count of the judgment day ?

2, What is the specific force of the title
Son of Man?

3. What proofs of his dwimby are furnished
in this lesson ?

4. What other pnssages consplouously furn.
ish similar evidence ?

5. What New Testament writer dwells
specially upon the divinity of the Saviour ?

6. How do you meet difficulties arising from
the vastness of the company to be brought
into judgment?

7. What is to be the principle of the awards
of the judge ?

8. Enumerate and characterize the issues of
the judgment.

.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. The awful solemnity of the present life as
determining our eternal state.
2. The utter failure of hypocrisy and un-

-belief in the end.

3. The certainity that God will abt last
avenge his own elect,
- 4. Works of faith and labors of love, as
well as the lack of them, are taken account of
by our Saviour.

5. What we do to Christ’s people he counts
as done to himself.

6. No hint is given of a purgatory, or a
gospel in eternity, by which the lost may be
saved.

THE BLACKBOARD.

A choice may be made of either of the fol-
lowing designs, emphasizing the Now, or the
ETERNAL, or the two may be combined.—Ed,

COME

versza N W

ETERNAL

For further helps on the lesson see page 158.

¢ GOD
FROM GOD

LIFE
OEATH
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WITHOUT oD
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LESSON IX.—May 2qth, 1898,
THE VORD'S SUPPER. Matt. 26: 17-30.

Read Matt. 26 and parallel passages.

17 Now on the first day of unleavenced bread the
disciples came to_Jesus, “saying, Where wilt thou
that we make ready for thee to eat the passover ?

18 And hesaid, Gointo the city tosuch a man,
and say unto him, The Master saith, My timeis at
h{;sm‘l' 1 keep the passover at thy house with my
disciples.

19 ! And the disciples did as Jesuse  pointed them;
and they made ready the passover.,

20 Now when ecven was come, he was sitting at
meat with the twelve disciples.

21 And as they wetbe eating, hesaid, Verily Isay
unte you, that one of you shall betray me,

22 ‘And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began
to say unto him every one, Is it I, Lord ¢

23~ And he answered and sald, He that dipped his
hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me,

24 The Son of man goeth, even asitis written of

GOLDEN TEXT.

“As often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye

do show the Lord’s death till e 22

DAXLY READIN.S.

M, Preparation for the Passover
Luk : 7-16,
T. The Lord's Supper, Matt, 263

Commit vs, 26-28,

him: but woe unto that man through whom the Son
of mon {8 betrayed! good were it for that mon if he
had not been born

25 And Judas, which betrayed him, answered and
sa%g. Is 161, Rabbi? He saith unto him, Thou hast
sa;

26 And ag they were eating, Jesus took bread, ad
blessed, and_brake it; and he ggve to the dlsc{ples,
ana said, Take, eat; this is my body.

27 And he took & cup and gave thanks, and gave
to them, suyin;z, Drink ye all of it ;

28 For thigis my blood of the covenant, which is
shed for many unto remission of sins,

29 But I say unto you,I will not drink hencefcrth
of this fruitof the vine, until that day when I drink
it new with you in my Father's kingdom,

30 And_ when the}/ had sung a hymn, they went
out unto the mount of Olives,

CATECHSM.
Q. 2. Vvhat offices doth Christ
2eXxcute as our Redeemer?
A, Christ, ps our Redeemer, exe-

he come.”~1 Cor, 11: 26,

LESSON PLAN. Matt, 26 47-56,
1. The Lord’s last Passover, 17-20.
2. "The Lord’s Betraynl, 21-25.

3. The Lord’s Supper, 26-30.

T, Betmycd,

F. The llvin

S. Life laid

S, Til k¢ come, 1 Cor. 11: 23-28,
The I, B. R. A. Sel.

W. Gethsemane, Matt, 262 3646,

bread, John'6: 47-66,
lown, John 10 : 11-18.

cuteth the offices of a prophet, of o
priest, and of & king, both in his
'e'state of humiliation and exalta-

ion,

LESSON HYMNS.
4 ‘Nos, 87, v, 9-12 (Psalm), 419, 421,
iz,

In this lesson we have an account of the
institution of the Lord’s Supper, the most
solemn and suggestive service in connection
with the Christian Church. The subject
ought to be approached both by teachers and
scholars with a deep feeling of its importance
and solemnity.

Time: A.D.30. Place: Jerusalem. Thurs-
day, the 14th Nisan. Legally the 15th Nisan
- was the first day of the feast, and some author-
ities hold that our Lord observed the Passover
a day before the time, in order to anticipate
the Crucifixion.

All leavened bread was carefully removed
from every Jewish house before the Passover.
(Ex, 12:15.) The absence of leavened bread
reminded the Jews of the haste with which
their forefathers fled from Egypt; they had
not time to wait for the bread to rise. (Ex. 12:
84-39.) It _also reminded them of the fact that
they were 8 consecrated nation, leaven being
a symbol of impurity.

The following table shows the events of the
Last Supper as related by the four evange-
lists:

MATT, MARK. LUKE. JOHN.
1. Preparation for the Pascal Supper, - -  26:17-19 | 14:12-16 | 22: 7-13
2. Christ washes the disciples’ feet, - - - - - - - 2430 13: 1-20
3. Jesus sits down with the Twelve, - . w90 ¢ 17 1418 - - -
4. Annéuncement of the traitor, - - - - ¢21.25 | ¢ 18.21 | ¢ 21.23 | <¢ 21-30
5. Institution of the Supper, - . - - . 2620 | 2225) 1920 - -
6. Jesus forewarns Peter, - - - - - 3035 ¢ 26-31 ) ¢ 381.38| ¢ 33-38
7. After singing a hymn, they go out to the Mount i
of Olives, - - e . W . 30361 “26-32 ¢ 39118 1

i8. To such a man.—The Greek word | This secrecy is probably observed for the pur-
signifies that the writer knows, but does not|pose of preverting Judas from anticipating
wish to mention, the name of the person. ! events.
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19. The Passover.—Omittingdetails, the

Passover was celebrated somewhat as follows:
Firat, the head of the house pronounced the
benediction; after which the first cup was
passed round. Secondly, the bitter -ins
were eaten, dipped in vinegar or si . water,
to signify the sorrows of Egypt. After this
they sang the first part of the Hallel, or song
of praise. (Ps. 113,114.) Thirdly, the feast
proper was proceeded with, ending with the
third cup, called the ‘“cup of blessing.”
It was probably with this third cup that our
Lord connected his own supper.

20.—~The accompanying figure will give an
idea of a table scene in the time of our Lord.

1 4
2 T 3
Al 2 |C
4 1
RN EE

B

The couch A was termed highest, B middle,
Clowest. The couch A was considered the
most honorable, B the second, C the lowest;
and the numbers 1,2, 8, 4, indicate the pre-
cedence of the different places on each couch.
The space in the centre, T, was for the table,
and one end was left open, as in the cut, for
the convenience of the waiters. The guests
reclined, leaning on the left arm, their feet
stretching diagonally outwards. It will thus
be seen how easy it was for our Lord to wash
the disciples’ feet, and how John, who was on
the divan next Jesus, could speak to him
more easily than the rest. Sometimes there
were three tables, one at each couch, and the
centre T a hollow square, open ut one side.

21-25. Dippingthe handinthedish.—
This refers to the Oriental custom of each one
helping himself with his fingers out of a com-
mon dish. The same custom prevails still in
the East. See Thomson’s ¢ The Land and the
Book.” Our Lord, therefore, did not openly
point out his betrayer, but simply said, ‘“ One
of you now eating with me shall betray me.”

The solemn events of this Passover do not
seem to have made any impression upon
Judas, nor to have weakened his determina-

on to betray his Master. The gentleney
with which Jesus, who knew his purpage,
treats him at this time, is altogether lost: upon
him.

26.—Jewish bread was made in thin cakes,
and was not cut, but broken. And blsssed it
There is no 4 in the original. The trans.
lation in the R. V. here is the correct one;
¢ And as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and blessed, and brake it.” The meaning is
not that he blessed the bread, but that he
blessed the giver’ of it. Luke has ‘“gave
thanks,” and it is from the Greek word thus
translated that our word *¢ Eucharist” is
derived.

*‘This is my body.”"—Jesus at this sacred
moment uses a beautifully simple. pathetic,
and poetic symbol of hisdeath. (A. B. Bruce.)

27.—The account of the institution of the
Lord’s Supper given by Luke, which agrees
with that of Paul (1 Cor. 11. 23 sq.), differs
from the accounts of Matthew and Mark in
stating definitely that the giving of the bread
was separated by a certain interval from that
of the wine. (Neander.)

28. ‘This is my body—This is my
Blood.”—If the bread was literally changed
into Christ's human body, and the wine into
his blood, the disciples were commanded to
eat and drink thereof. But that body was
standing before them, and gave them what
they did eat and drink, and remained with
them visible and entire, and afterwards died
onthe cross. (Wordsworth.)

“Of the new Teostament,—literally
covenant. The blood of the covenant suggests
the covenant with Israel ratified by sacrifice.
(Bx. 24:8.)

29.—What Jesus says here is, ‘¢ This is the
last time ¥ will drink the Paschal wine with
you. Tc morrow I die.” The second half of
the sentence is occupied with the thought of
meeting again, introduced to brighten the
gloom of leave-taking. This is no final separ-
ation.

30.—Jesus went direct to the garden
Gethsemane.

2. Significance of the Lord’s Sup-
per.

Emphasis must be laid upon the fact that
the distinct teaching of the Lord’s Supper is
that the death of the Lord was sacrificial in
its character. The death of Jesus was more

of
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than a martyrdom ; it has more than an ethical
meaning ; it was a sacrifice for sin.

The New Testament teaching is unqualified
on this point. Peter says (1 Peter 2: 24)
“Who his own self bore our sinsin hig own
body on the tree.” And Paul (Gal. 2: 20)
speaks of ** the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me,” Vicarious sacrifice,
the taking upon ones self, voluntarily, as Christ
did, the sins, sufferings, and sorrows, of others,
is the highest form and expression of love.
Robert Browning in one of his poems ¢ The
Spanish Gipsy,” says that 1f we deny that God
in Christ suffered on Calvary for the sins of
the world, we refuse to God what is univers-
ally considered the highest form in which love
can express itself.

We know too from the history of Christian-
ity that this Gospel of sacrifice is the only
Gospel that has any power ever the hearts and
lives of men. What we need is not merely a
great teacher, or an eminent example of right-
eousness, but a Saviour. If Christ has not to
begin with doing something for us, he can
not do anything in us.

3. Names applied to this service.—~

There is a good deal at times in a name.
Some of the names a,pplied to the Lord’s Sup-
perare specially suggestive. )

1. It is spoken of at timesas a memorial ser-
vice. Christ said, ‘¢ This do in remembrance
of me.” This service is one of the means of
keeping alive in our own hearts and in the
world what Christ has done for us by his
death.

2. 1t is called the Supper. The body has
need of food to strengthen it, and keep it in
order for work. The soul must have food too,
and this service is part of the soul’s food. The
Lord’s Supper is one of the divinely instituted
means of grace, and whoever keeps away from
it is wilfully depriving himeelf of spiritual
nourishment.

It would be good if young people could be
brought to look at the matter from this point
of view, and thus be led to connect themselves
with the Church at an earlier age thanis
generally the case. We do not require to be
perfect before we partake of the Lord’s Sup-
per ; indeed this supper is one of the means of
helping us towards perfection of character.

3. It is sometimes termed the Communion.
In it we hold communion with God the Father,

with his Son, Jesus Christ, aud with our
fellow-christians. (1 Cor. 10:16, 17.) The very
act of uniting with the people of God in the
celebrating of the'Lord’s Supper is an acknow-
ledgment of them as brethren (Gal. 2: 9,) and
involves the acting towards them in every
relation in a brotherly spirit.

4. Itis called a Sacrament. This word is
derived from the Latin ¢ Sacramentum,” a
military oath. In taking the communion there-
fore we take an oath of allegiance to Jesus
Christ. If we wounld have Him for our Saviour
we must have Him also for our Master.
Obedience in all things is not a matter of
choice with the christian. It is a duty; he
must obey.

Judas.

This man affords us a tervible character
study.

We learn from him how often a man’sadvan-
tages become his disadvantages.

We learn from him also the evil of covetous-
ness, Nopassion will sooner and more com-
pletely destroy every trace of human feeling
in the heart.

We learn anotherimportant lesson from him,
viz., that it is possible to be deliberately and
intentionally bad. Apologista’ have been
found in the present day even for Judas. We
cannot agree with-their estimate of his charac-
ter. Weakness often leads to wickedness, but
both Scripture and human experience teach
us that there may be wickedness without
weakness. Milton makes Satan say, ¢ Better
to reign in hell than serve in heaven.”

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

In the Lord’s Supper we have a simple and
beautiful symbolic representation of the pro-
cess of salvation. For the sake of brevity and
convenience, leb us express the matter in the
following form.

1. As they were eating the Passover. Com-
pare the Passover (Ex. 12) and the Lord’s
Supper: the bondage, the deliverance, the
first born, the blood sprinkled, ete.

2. Jesus took bread,—the gift of God,—to
signify himself and his doctrine. John 6: 51.

3. Blessed—Thanked the Giver of all good.

4. Brake—To signify his sufferings. Matt.
27: 35.
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6. Gave it—To signify the freeness of the
Gospel. Rev. 22: 17.

6. Take—This is ouract. The Gospel must
be received. Taking denotes faith.

7. Eat—It is not enough merely to take.
‘We must cat ; we must assimilate it ; we must
make it a part of ourselves.

8. This is my body—a sign or figure. John
15 ; 5.

9. Took the cup to complete the feast,
making the sign perfect.

10. My blood of the New Covenant—Gospel
confirmed by death. Heb. 9: 16.

THE BLACKBOARD,

CHRIT

For additional he.ip on this lesson see page
159.

Remembrance of
Nourishment from
Communion with
Obedience to

CHARACTER IN THE TEACHER.

In hig very interesting and instructive Yale
lectures the late Phillips Brooks defines preach-
ing as consisting of truth and personality.
Precisely the same definition may be given of
teaching. It may not be possible to deter-
mine how large a part, in either case, consists
of personality, but it is beyond question that
it is not inconsiderable.

There is, no doubt, a sort of vitality in the
Word of God, but strictly speaking, truth is
only vital in a figurative sense. It is only
vital, or living, as the life of the Spirit or the
life of man is infused into it. Doubtless the
Spirit, to whom all methods are easy, may
cause the word to become living in the heart
of the student when alone, but he more often
makes use of the ordinary ethods and em-
ploys the human teacher in the application of
the truth to the life of the scholar. In other
words, it is well-nigh essential that there shall
be a living teacher to communicate truth to
the heart of the pupil.

What, then, shall be required on the part of
the teacher? Mamfestly a fair measure of
knowledge of the truth to be taught, and some
skill in the practical use of the methods and
appliances of teaching, but chiefly a noble,
beautiful, Christian character.

The life of the teacher is continually impress-
ing itself upon the life of the scholar. Itis
not only true of great teachers such as noted
college presidents ; but is is true also, in a
larger or smaller way, of every man or woman
who fills the place of teacher in the most
obscure class of any humble Sunday-sehool.
The words that break from the lips are of
some significance, but they are easily spoken
and hoyv soon forgotten ; the life, however, is
constantly bodying itself forth, and its in-
fluences are straightway wrought into the lives
of the scholars and there become living forces.

If the teacher is gently, gracious, Chrisilike,

& man or woman of radiant and saintly person-
ality, it does not matter so much what the
teaching, so-called, is, for this gracious and
heavenly personality infuses it with beautiful
and noble and divine meanings, and insures
the highest and noblest resnlts. For so
The Word had breath, and wrought.
With human hands the creed of creeds
In loveliness of perfect deeds. . . .
‘Which he may read that binds the sheaf,
Or builds the house, or digs the grave.
TFor the teaching of life is unconsciously learned
even by the simplest minds.

It is aiso the teaching of life, not of 1ip,
that makes the deepest and most permanent
impression upon the profoundest minds.
Truth wrought into life becomes thus power-
ful in the teacher, and powerfully affects the
pupil. Tt is vital because it is embodied in a
living being. It speaks when mno voice is
heard, and moves when nomotion is perceived.
It shines on the faee, it gleams in the eye,
it thrills in every movement of him who is
enthralled by it. The truth has thus been
transformed into character, and so is enabled
to transform character.

First of all, let the teacher be a good man, a
ood woman ; one who often enters into com-
munion with God ; who knows thus the mind
of Christ ; who speaks true and beautifal words
because no others will express the high char-
acter which lies behind the formal expression.

If the teaching be good, such a character
will enforce it, ennoble it, vastly improve it.
If the teaching—from the schoolmaster’s view
point—be poor, such a character willneverthe-
less make it good.

There can be no poor teaching where the
character is great and beautiful and divine,
for such great character insures great teaching
and the teaching process goes on continually.
The teacher of noble character teaches in the
home, on the street, everywhere.—Rev. Q. S.
Ricker, in Pilgrim Teacher.
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Primary Department.

Hewes ¥orR TeacHERS oF LiTriE FoLks, BY

Mn. & Mrs. G. H. ARCHIBALD, MONTREAL.

LESSON V.—May 1st, 1898.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY. Matt. 21: 6-16,

I. GoLpeEN TExT. ‘‘Hosanna to the Son
of David. Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” Matt. 21: 9.

II. Preview THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
TER: Jesus, our Loving Lord.

I1I. Preview THor <+t FOR To-paY’s
Lessox: Jesus, our He. -..ed Lord.

IV. Review:

Who was Jesus teaching ?
What was He teaching?

What makes it hard to forgive?
What makes it easy to forgive?

INTERVENING EVENTS AND SYNOPSIS
oF LEssoN. A period of more than six months
intervenes between last lesson and this one.
After the last lesson the Saviour instructed
and sent out the seventy, and then took His
final departure from Galilee. The whole of

< oW

‘THE PEOPLE

"PA.,LM 'BRANCHE.
CARMENTS :.

the ministry in Perea has been omitted from
our studies. Among others, the incidents as
related in the 19th and 20th chapters of
Matthew are left out.

After the Perean ministry, Jesus arrived at
Bethany six days before the Passover.. A feast
was prepared for Him by Mary and Martha,
which probably took place on the Saturdny
night previous to our Lord’s triumphal entry
mto Jerusalem, as recorded in to-day’s lesson.

When Jesus, in company with His disciples,
drew nigh unto Bethpage, He sent two of His
disciples to bring an ass's colt to Him, upon
which He was to ride into Jerusalem. Great

~

multitudes had assembled, and came out to
meet Him. Spresding their garments and
branches from the trees in the way, and ery-
ing ““ Hosanna to the Son of David : blessed is
He that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
The whole city turned out to meet the pro-
cession, and joined in the shouts of praise.
Entering into the temple, the Saviour for the
second time overthrew the tabies of the money
changers. The blind and lame camne to Him,
and He healed them, and the children joined
in the cry, ** Hosanna to the Son of David.”
Note. Here 1s a story that could well be
told, usmg the Kindergarten blocks as an
illustration. About the middle of the table
build a representation of the walls of Jerusa-
lem, and then picture the people coming out
to meet Jesus, who approaches, seated on an
ass. Have the arched gate, high enough to
allow all to pass through, and with some
pieces of green, and representations of gar-
ments cast in the way, you can make the story
vivid indeed. If you use the blackboard, per-

.

haps the gate of the city and a crown will be ~

as good a representation as anything of the
scene. - o

V1. Suceestivi STEPS IN TEACHING THE
LEsson. .

1. Begin teaching with the lesson story.
Draw upon the blackboard before the lesson
begins, the wall, as suggested in the cut.
Write the word *“ HOSANNA™ and explain
the meaning of it. Now tell the story of the
triumphal entry, writing the words as sug-
gested in the left-hand side of the cut, as the
points of the story are brought out.

2. Tell me the names of those we have been
studying about lately, who honored Jesus.

(1) Paul

(2) Stephen. °

(3) Daniel.

(4) Pierre, ete., etc.

How did they honor Jesus?

.3. How can we honor Jesus? Here bring
out, the steps as suggested in the cut.

(1) By praising Him, as the people did,
but better than that, by giving Iﬁm our
heart.

(2) By making Him the Lord of our lives.

(3) By doing that which in the Bible He
tells us to do.

(4) Yf I give Him my heart, and make Him
the Lord of my life, I will gladly give Him my
wmoney, my time, and thus will I honor Him.
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LESSON VI.=May #th, 1892,
THE MARRIAGE FEAST. Malt, 22: 1-14.

I. Goubeny Texrt: *Come, for all things He says in His book, ** Come,’for all thingsare

are ready.” Luke 14: 17.

II. PréEview THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
TER: Jesus, our Loving Lord.

III. Preview Tuovenr vor To-DAY'S
Lesson :  Jesus, our Inviting Lord.

IV. Review:

1. Upon what did Jesus ride into Jerusa-
lem?

2. What did the people say ?

3. What did they cast in the road for the
animal to walk on?

4. What did Jesus do when he went into

the temple?
V. INTERVENING EVENTS AND  SYNoOPSIS
or Lessox: Ourlesson to-day forms a part of

Christ’s teaching in the temple. It is one of
the many parables spoken by Him on the
Tuesday of Passion week. The parable is the
picture of an Eastern feast, and shows forth
the customs of the people. It isthe picture of
a Gospel feast. The feast of love, joy, peace,
" which God has prepared for those who will
make His Son the Lord of their lives. Those
who were invited at first made excuses and
would notcome. Then the servants were sent
out into the highways and hedges, and all sorts
were gathered, both good and bad, and the
feast was furnished with guests.

The parable was ended with an account of
the man who came in without 2 wedding gar-
ment, who, when the King found, commanded
that he be bound hand and foot, and cast into
outer darkness.

VI. SvaeesrivE STeps 1x TEACHING THE
LEssox:

1. What is this I hold in my hand? An
invitation to a party. Show an envelope and
write an invitation to a children’s party. Pin
the envelope to the board, and write over it the
words “an invitation.”

2. Look at the Golden Text. It also is an
invitation. Instead of putting the Golden
Text at the Top of the board, put it in the
space suggested in the cut, and write over it
the words ‘“an invitation.” Show the picture
of a Bible, and speak of it as an invitation toa
great feast. Whose book is it? Our Lord’s.
He has sent us an invitation to a great feast.

now ready.”

3. Tell thestory of an Enstern feast, ending
as our lesson does, with that part of the story
which tells about the man who came in with.
out & wedding garment. All who would
accept the invitation from Jesus, our King, to
sit down with Him at the great feast, must
have on a wedding garment. Explain here
that the King who made the feast furnished
garments free of charge, and that our King
Jesus gives to us a wedding garment to put
on, ete., ete.

4. I want to write four letters upon the
blackboard, R. S. V. P. I find them ‘on this
invitation to the children’s party. What
do these letters mean? They stand for
French words which mean **Please send an
answer.”  We [must all answer the invitation

RS
Comer .
LL.THINGS

of our Golden Text. If we say, I will, we
mean we are ¢~ ‘g to allow the Saviour, -our
Lord, to put on us the wedding garment, by
making us more loving, gentle, and patient,
than we have ever been.

5. The bridge over between our lesson story
and the gpiritual application, is the most ditfi-
cult part ef the teacher’s work. Careful study
will be necessary just at this point of the
lesson. We must teach here that the wedding
garment with which we must, be ciothed, is
that of character. The Golden Text which is
our invitation says: ‘*Come, for all things are
ready,” but the man in the story was not
ready. Are you putting on the wedding gar-
ment of love, gentleness, and patience, ete.
Our loving Lord will give us this wedding gar-
ment if we will accept His invitation.
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LESSON VIL—May 15th, 1898.
WATCHFULNESS. Matt, 24: 42-51.

1. Goper Texr: ‘“Watch therefore, fot
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
Matt. 24: 42.

1. RevVIEw THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER :
Jesus, our Loving Lord.

III. Review THouauT FOR
LessoN : Jesus, our Teaching Lord,

IV. REVIEW:

1. Who made a feast ?

2. What message did He send to those who
were invited ?

3. Who came without a wedding garment ?

4. What did the king do?

V. INTERVENING EvVENTS AND SYNOPSIS
oF LESSON : Our lesson to-day, as last week,
is taken from the teaching of the Saviour, on
the Tuesday of Passion Week. Last week’s
lesson, however, was taken from His tesching
in the temple, but in the meantime, our Lord
had taken His leave of the temple, foretold its
destruction, and then passed out of the city,
and up to the Mount of Olives, where among
other things, He spoke the words of our lesson
to-day.

It is a call to watchfulness illustrated.

1. By the reference to the good man of the
house, and the thief.

2. By the comparison of the good servant,
and the evil servant.

The lesson closes with the Lord’s descrip-
tion of the awfulness of the fate of the evil
servant.

V1. SvucGesTIVE StErs IN TEACHING THE
Lrssox :

I Begin the lesson with a story of a girl,
whose mother told her to watch two things:

1. The baby.

2. For her return.

She wanted to piay very much, but her
mother had bhidden her to watch, and she was
faithful, and so was rewarded on her mother's
return with the very kindest words of appre-
cintion. =~ This is a positive story but it may be
necessary, as it is in some cases, to tell, asa
warning, a negative story, so as to gain the

To-pAY’S

point of the teaching. There can be no harm
in doing so.

2. Tell thelessson story of the two servants,
one who weatched, and one who did not.

3. Our Loving Lord bids us to be watchful.
Tell me some of the things boys, and girls,
should watch.

Worbps, Acrtions, TEHOUGHTS, COMPANIONS,
Haszrrs.

4. Why should we watch ? Because Jesus is
coming to reward boys and girls who watch,
Why did the little girl watch? Because she
knew her mother was coming. Here tell the
story of Jesus, going away as is described in
the first chapter of Acts, emphasizing the words

e~

of the two men who told the disciples that
‘“this same Jesus should come again in like
manner,”

2. Because He sees us, although we cannot
see Him. Some day, when He comes again we
will be able to see Him. He can see us now,
and therefore we should be watchful. With
red chalk, write in capital letters the word
Watch, as suggested in the cut, and emphasiz-
ing the thought of watching our Words,
Actions, Thoughts, Companions and Habits.

5. Close with the thonght I will watch be-
cause Jesus is the Lord of my Life and he bid<
me do so.
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LESSON VIII.—May 22nd, 18¢8.
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. Matt. 25: 31-46.

I. Goupbkx Text: * He shall reward every
man according to his works. Matt. 16: 27.

II. PrEviEw THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER:
Jesus, our Loving Lord.

III. Preview THovocnr ror To-pay’s Lks-
SON: Jesus, our Rewarding Lord.

IV. Review:

1. What was our Golden Text last Sunday ?

2. To whom was this spoken ?

3. Why were they to watch?

4. In what ways should we be watchful ?

V. INTERVENING EVENTS AND SyNoPsis
oF LessoN : Our lesson to-day is a continua-

tion of the teachings of the Saviour on the
Mount of Olives, on the Tuesday of Passion
Week. The lesson consists of a description of
scenes of the Judgment Day.

1. The Son of Man shall come.

2. The angels will be with Him.

3. He shall sit upon’ the throne of glory.

4. All nations shall be gathered to Him.

5. A division will be made. Sheep from
goats.

Now the teaching changes from the figura-
tive to the spiritual. .

1. The reward of therighteous. Because of
actions, prompted out of unselfish hearts.
(Verses 34 to 40.)

2. Sentence upon the unrighteous (42to 45).
These shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment, but the righteous unto life eternal.

VI. SvGarstive StEPS IN TEACHING THE
LEssox.

Tell the story of Phil. Smart. Phil. Smart
was one of five boys who belonged to a club.
Each was the owner of a sail boat. Every

year during holiday time the boys greatly on.
joyed their sail boats, and onc Saturday after.
nnon of each summer was given up to a race
that the boys called ¢* The Championship.”

The bishop’s daughter had made a beautifyl
silken flag, on which was embroidered the
word ‘‘ Champion,” and the winner was to fly
it at the top of his mast for the rest of the
summer. .

The eventful Saturday afternoon came. The
boats were all ready. Phil. Smart and his
crew were on board their boat, which was
called the ‘‘ Fla h,” and all was ready for the
start. The Bishopstarted the race that Satur-
day, and crowds of people watched from the
shore. Phil. Smart was determined to win,
There was one other bont he was particularly
afraid of, but he was bound not to be beaten,
and when the race was half over he wasas
much as twenty lengths atead. Just then,
one of the boys on board the ‘“ Flash,” looking
toward the mouth of the harbor, saw a kitten
upon a rock. The tide was rising, and in a
few minutes the water would cover the rock,
and the kitten be drowned. Phil. said,““Boys,
we must save that kitten.”

““You will lose the race if you do,” said the
other boys. ‘I don’t care,” said Phil., I
am not going to allow that kitten to drown
for half a dozen races,” and turning the boat
round he rescued the kitten.

That night in the boat house the prizes were
distributed. Ralph Jones, the captain of the
¢ Dreadnot,” won the flag. Afterward Phil.
Smart’s name was called, and the Bishop
handed him the booby prize, as it was called,
given to the one who came in last—a large tin
medal. As the Bishop handed the prize to
Phil., he touched a spring, and between the
two pieces of tin lay a beautiful gold watch,
inscribed as follows :—

““ Presented to Phil. Smart, captain of the
yacht ¢Flash,” for nobly rescuing a kitten
from a watery grave. Presented by the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.”

The Bishop’s brother had come from the
city that morning, and unknown to the boys,
had put the Kitter: upon the rock to test them,
and to find out which one of them was the
most worthy of the reward.
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As this story is told, sketch it as suggested
in the cut, and write over the text the words
«A REWARD.”

2. Teach the Golden Text. YWho will re.
ward every man according to his work ? Jesus
our loving Lord.

3. How are werowarded ? According to our
works. Was the gold watch the only reward
Phil. Smart received ? Was the gold watch
the best reward that Phil. received? Teach
thut the best reward was that his heart was
more loving, kind and true because of his
action. Draw a heart, as suggested, and put
the word LOVE in it, and show that his re-
ward, o little love, grew to big love. Teach
that every kind action done from a loving
“heart is rewarded by more love in the heart.

There may be great dangerin rewards, but to-
day’s lessons gives us the opportunity of
teaching the true principle of rewards as we
find it in the Golden Text.

Asa point of contact, the story of Phil
Smart is a good one, but we cannot emphasize
too strongly the thought that kindly actions,
though unrewarded at the time, bring their
own reward with them,

4, Close with the thought that those who
have taken Jesus as their loving Lord, are
luoking for every opportunity of doing good
not: for the sake of & physical reward, but for
the joy of heuring the Saviour say to us day by
day, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto Me.”

LESSON IX.—May 29th, 18¢8.

THE LORD’S SUPPER.

I. GoubeN TEXT: ‘ As often as ye eat thi
bread, and drink this cup ye do show the
Lord’s death till He come.” 1 Cor. 11: 26,

II. Revikw THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER:
Jesus, our loving Lord,

I11. REview THoucHT ¥OR To-DAY’S LEs-
sox: Jesus, our Remembered Lord.

IV. REeview.

1. What was last Sunday's Golden Text ?

2. Who, are we told, rewards us ?

3. How does He reward us ?

4. Name some works that we can do.

V. INTERVENING EVENTS, AND SYNOPSIS

or ™1E LessoNn:—The third day of the week, |-

Tuesday, was spent by our Lord teaching in
the temple, and on the Mount of Olives. It is
probable, that at the close of the day he re-
turned to Bethany, and remained there,
throughout Wednesday. During the day,
the rulers conspired to have him put to death,
and the bargain was made with Judas.

On Thursday, the preparation for the Pass-
over was made and on that eveningthe Passover
meal, and the last Supper were partaken of,
Afterthe Passover meal wasfinished,'the Lord’s
Supper began, As they were eating together,
he told them thatone of them was to betray
him. Each one cried ““Is it I,” and in reply
he gave them the sign which pointed out the
betrayer.

Matt. 26: 17-30.

Judas left the room, and then the Saviour
blessed the bread, and brake it, giving it with
the wino to his disciples. The solemn meal was
partaken of, and when they had sung a hymn,
they went out unto the Mount of Olives.

VI INTERVENING EVENTS, AND SyNopsis
or THE LESsoN:

1. Begin the lesson by asking the children
how many parts are in the Bible, and draw out
from them the division, Old and New Testa-
ment. I wantto tell you twostories, one from
the Old Testament, and one from the New
Testament.

2. Here tell the story from the Old Testa-
ment, of the appointment and celebration of
the first Passover meal, as found in the 12th
Chapter of Exodus.
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1. The Reason. disciples. When the name of Judas is reached,
(a) God was setting them free. tell the part of the story relating to him.
Note. Milton, Bradley & Co., Springfield,

b) Th 1 of tl th
(b) The angel of death was to pass them Mass., will furnish a model of a table which

by.
will be found very helpful for the teaching of
2. The NM’“':‘" . this lesson.
(a) Alamb without blemish. As the story proceeds, emphasize that this
(b) Killed in the evening. was to be their last gathering “ogether before
(¢) Blood sprinkled on the door posts. the death of Jesus. That after thisevent, the
(d) The unleavened bread and herbs. followers of Christ were to celebrate, not the

fact that the children of 1srael were setfres,

8. The manner of eating. but that everyorle in the world who will take

(a) Loins girded. Jesus as their Lord was to beset free from sin,
{b) Shoes on the feet. 4. AsJesus asked His disciples to remember.
(¢) Staff in the hand, etc., etc. Him, so He asks us His children to remember

Liken this Passover meal, to a great holiday, , Him, not only when we celebrate the Locd’s
and compare it toonc of our National holidays. | Supper, or see others dving sv, but every day,
Thus, lead up to the story of to day’s lesson, 'o.t home, at school, at work, or at play, we
emphasizing the idea that this Passover meal | should remember Him.
was eaten every yesr, as a reminder that God, 5. Sometimes boys and girls forget the .
had set them free, aud that they should never | Saviour. How can we tell when the boys and
forget to be thankful to Him for doingso. =~ |girlsdosv ? By their actions, Let us remem-

3. Here tell astory in the New Testament. ber this story in the Old Testament, and this
Perhaps the best way to teach thelesson stury, | story in the New Testument, and all through
is to draw a table similar to the one in the cut | life keep in mind Our loving Lord who asked
and get from the children the names of the | usto remember Him.

~
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