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LINKS CONNECTING WITH THE LESSONS OF 1805, -

Our last lesson from the Old Testament, December 15th, 1895, told the story of Jonathan’s
loving leave-taking of David (r Sam. 20: 32-42). That was the turning point in David’s
career.  For six years thereafter he was an outlaw. The leading events of these years were :
(1) While at Naioth king Saul in frenzy tries to kill his sor fonathan ; David at Nob receives
sacred bread and Goliath’s sword from Ahimelech the priest (1 Sam. 21 : 1-9). (2) David
escapes to Gath in Philistia, but being received with sullen suspicion, feigns madness and flies
back again to Judah (r Sam. 21: 10-15). (3) He takes refuge in a cave near Adullam, a
little border town only two miles4rom the valley of Elah where Goliath was slain, and thirteen
west from Bethlehem. Ancient wells and caves are here, one cave with ample accommoda-
tions for four hundred men, and the modern Arabic name is identical with Adullam, Here
four hundred adventurers, tired of Saul’s rule, joined the young captain (r Sam. 22: 1, 2)..
They lived by forays on the Philistines, who at this time overran Judah, and by lcvies made on
neighboring towns and planters as the price of David’s protection. In this company were his
nephews Joab, Abishai and Asahel, a young prophet named Gad, and 2 number of Canaanite
warriors, such as Uriah, Zelek and Ithma. (4) It is interesting to note that according to the
inscriptions of Psalms 6, 7, 11, 57, 59 and 142 they were all written after the outbreak of Saul’s
jealousy and before David’s flight to Gath ; Psalms 56 and 34 were written while he was there,
and Psalm 63 after his flight to the wilderness of Judih. (5) When David’s followers had
increased to six hundred men (1 Sam. 23: 13) he marched around the lower end of the Dead
Sea and left his aged parents at Mispeh in charge of the kindly king of, Moab, who probably
remembered that David’s ancestress was a Moabitess, About this time David made the
friendship of Nahash, king of Ammon, also (2 Sam. 10: 2) and according to tradition wrote
Psalm 27. (6) David returned to the forest of Hareth, probably in the Hebron mountains,
near Adullam, where he heard of Saul’s revengeful slaughter of the priests at Nob, and took
Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, under his protection. (Hurlout's Notes).

Hard as these years of exile were for David to bear, yet they were most fruitful years to him
as his apprenticeship for the kingdom, as his ¢ schools and schoolmasters.” (1) By his exile
among other nations he learned their characteristics and how best to deal with them, (2) He
could contrast the effect of their religion with that of the religion of Jehovah, and thus become
confirmed in true religion and patriotism. This led to the marvellous development of religious
institutions and of the service of song under his administration. (3) The exile experiences
preserved him from the dangers to which his sudden elevation to power and popalarity would
expose him, He learned his weakness and need of divine help. (4) He had the best of
opportunities for becoming acquainted with the people, their grievances under Saul, their
needs, their dispositions and tendencies. Ile understood their spiritual as well as temporal
wants, (5) He had practice in the art of governing. (6) He gained experience in war. (7)
1le obtained a knowledge of the country. (8) In this school of fighting men were trained
those generals and wise strategists who in the golden days of David’s rule commanded his
annies, and raised Israel from the obscurity of an ¢ Arab” tribe, who with difficulty held their
own among the ancient Cana:inites, to the position of one of the great nations of the old eastern
world. (Ellicott). (9) He had around him a trained band, like the “‘old guard” which
enabled him to take immediate possession of the kingdom when the time came. (10) Many
of his sweetest songs were wrought out by his long and hard experience for the comfort and
hope not only of his own people, but for God’s children in all ages. . (11) In spite of his few
lapses from faith and perfect truth, he grew in character and manhood, he became strong in
faith and virtue, large-hearled, Wise, noble, consecrated to God.  (Pelonbet’s Notes).
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 Qlotes on the Wessons.

LESSON I—dJuly 5th, 1896.
David King of Judah. 2 Sam. 2: 111,

) (Commit to memory verses 5-7).
GoLpgN Texr: “The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice.” Ps. g7: I
PROVE THAT—The Lord knows our hearts. Jer. 17: 10

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 65. MWaat is forbidden in the fifth commandment? A. The
fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing anything against, the honor and
duty which belongeth to every one in their several places and relations.

LEssoN HYMNs,  Children’s Hymnal-—Nos. 126, 161, 139, 167.

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. David King of Judsh. 2 Sam. 2: I-IL
The first anointing, 1 Sam, 16; 1-13. Wednesday., The death of Saul. 2 Sam. 1: 1-12,
Z%ursday. Lamentation for Saul and Jonathan, 2 Sam. 1: 17-27. Friday. Burial of Saul.
1 Sam. 31: 7-13. Saturday. AXing’shomage. DPs. 21: -7, Sabbatk. TheSon of David.-
Mark 11: 1-1x. (The I. B, R. A. Selections).

EXPOSITORY NOTES.
By Rev. Jas, A. Browx, B, A., Agincourt, Ont.

INTRODUCTORY., In our last lesson in the study of the life and times of David, * David
and Jonathan,” we find an illustration of the spirit of unselfishness in the *natter of true friend-
ship unparalleled in O. T. history. David then became a fugitive and an outlaw. He first
visited Nob, at that time the chief sanctuary of Israel, although the ark was at Kirjathjearim,
Ahimelech the priest believing him to be on a royal mission gave him some of the sacred
““shew-bread” and Goliath’s sword (1 Sam. 21: 6; 22: 10). This act of kindness cost
Ahimelech and 84 otlier priests their lives,led also to the destruction of Nob and all its citizens
save Abiathar who escaped the fury of Saul. David for a season found shelter in Gath, where
he feigned madness in the presence of Achish the king. Driven out he found refuge in the
stronghold of Adullam. There he was joined by 400 discontents. His next act was to rescue
Keilah from the Philistines. Fearing Saul he fled to Ziph. His whereabouts was made known to
Saul by the Ziphites, Pursued by Saul and 3000 chosen men, he generously spared the life of
Saul on this as well as on a later accasion. David and his men nobly defended those districts
from the Amalekite raiders. Nabal a wealthy citizen of Maon ¢ requited” David “evil for
good” (1 Sam. 25: 21). David determined “* to wreak a terrible vengeance,” but his anger
was appeased by the noble Abigail, Nabal’s wife. Deserting Saul, David formed a feudal alli-
ance with Achish, king of Gath, and was given the town of Ziklag, agreeing to pay tribute, and
to render military service-when required. ‘The lords of the Philistines were bitterly opfosed .
to David. Forced to quit the army, he found Ziklag in ashes, and the families of himself and
followers taken captives by the Amalekites. With 400 men David pursued, overtook, routed and
destroyed all the Amalekites save 400 slaves that escaped. Tidings of Saul and Jonathan's
death grieved David exceedingly. The beautiful elegy he composed he bade the men of Judah
Icarn by heart (2 Sam. 1: 19-27). :

LessoN PraN. I. Divine Guidance. vs. 1-3. II. David Anointed King of Judah, -
vs. 4. III. David’s Reign at Hebron. vs. 5-1I.

1. DIvINE GUIDANCE. Im the death off Testament but nowhere in the New.”

Tuesday.

2,

Saul and Jonathan, the way to the throne was
made clear for David. The time for decisive
action had come. After this —The death of
Saul and jonathan, and David’s grief for them
assuaged. Enquired of the t.ord—Through
Abiathar, the high priest, respecting *the
divine purpose he was chosen to fulfil, and the
divine guidance he needed for its accomplish-
ment.”  There is a divine purpose in the life
of every man, which ali should strive to realize.
David would not. choose his ‘own way but
entreated the Lord to direct his steps. Cities
of Judah—The land of his nativity, the people
he had deserted. Go up—Such as wait upon
the Lord, will the Lord strengthen and eucour-
age (Isa. 40: 31). Unto Hebron—20 miles
south of Jerusalem; one of the oldest cities in
the world, ‘‘named about 40 tinles in the Old

His two wives—Bigamy and even polygamy
were permitted, butnotauthorized, inOld Testa-
ment times, contrary to the whole spirit and
teaching of scripture (Matt. 19: 5; Eph, 5
25, 31). 3. And they dwelt in the cities
of He'bron—David and his wives, his warri-
ors and their households settled down in the
districts of Hebron, David making Hebron his
headquarters, the seat of government.

II. Davip ANoINTED KING OF JuDaH.
4. The men of Judah—The tribe of Judah
often stood by itself and resolved, whatever the
other tribes might do, “that they would be
raled by him whom God had chosen.”
Anointed David king—He had been
anointed privately by Samuel (1 Sam. 16:
13). The anointing by the elders of Judah
“was his public solemn installation into the

(}3!) T N
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royal office.”
27th Psalm about (his time. David was
anointed again king over Tsrael (ch §: 3)

_III. DAviD’s REIGN AT FHEBRON. 6.\
The men of Ja'besh-Gil'e-ad—Jabesh- |
Gilead, a city to the cast of the Jordan. Thel
first message David received when made king®
was o report of the kindness shewn to the!

memory of Saul by the valiant men of Jabesh- ' Ma-

Gilead (1 Sam. 31: 12, 13). lessed be ye
of the Lord—David’s first act as king was to
send a message of thanks to the men that
shewed kindness to Saul; assuring them at the
same time that he would requite them well for
it, Their conduct displayed (1) gratitude
towards their benefactor; (2) Fidelity towards
their king; (3) Reverence towards God.

1t is supposed thai he wrote the ‘Saul (1 Sam. 14t 50).

; ¢+ A prince and a great
man” in the army of Saul {ch. 3: 38); ° Cap-
tain of the host,” that was Saul's. Ish-bo'
sheth—This name significs ¢ man of shame.”
His real name was Tosh-ba’al (1 Chr. 8: 33;
g: 39), lle proved a weak and inactive king.
{ndeed he seems to have been little better than
a pugpet in Abner’s hands. (P. Thomson).

a-na’im—** A walled city of Gilead east
iof the Jordan.” 8. Made him king—
Abner was determined to perpetuate the linc
‘of Saul on the throme, notwithstanding the
Lord had rejected Saul from being king over
Tsrael (1 Sam. 15: 265 13t 14). Ishbosheth
was called of man to be king; David was called
of God. The divine callsand appointments in
life are supteme. The Ash'ur-ites—Mem-

(Pulpit Com.) 7. Be ';e valiant—Mer of | bers of the tribe of Ashur in the northwestern

tyalor” or * virtue,”

Tast respects to Saul, and David desired to win
them over to himself as Saul’s successor.
Anointed me king—The men of Judah
through their elders anointed him king. It
afforded the men of Jabesh-Gilead a favorable
opportunity for joining David and acknowledg-
ing him as king. 8. Ab'ner—Cousin of

hey had paid their | part of Galilee. Jezreel was in the southern

part, E hraim in the mountains south of Gali-
lee, an Benjamin, still further south on the
 borders of Judah. (Peloubet). 10, Reigned
, two years—Five years wer€ spent in regaining
, possesssion from the Philistines, M. Seven

jyears and six months—the time of David’s
,reign at Hebron.

———
PRACTICAL LESSONS.

By Rev. R. G. McBerH,

x. The evident repose and serene trust of
David g1 the Lord. 'This is evidenced by his
waiting further instructions before taking fur-
{her action. 'This waiting for orders would not
(humanly speaking) be an easy thing. Events
had been of the most stirring kind in this man’s
life. He had long since been designated to 2
Lkingship. Obstacles had been thrown con-
tinually in his way. ‘But now the coast seem-
cd clear. Saul was dead. David had poured
out his sout in an elegy of magnanimous spirit
for the mighty who had fallen. = Vet the discip-
line through which he had passed had taught
him not to anticipate and precede the purposes
of God, but to wait Patiently for him. Serenity
was his frame of mind, “ my times are in Thy
hand” was his song. SO should we at all
sunctures in life trust in the Lord and wail

. ‘patiently for him.

2. God reveals the patiway of life's duty lo
s one step at a time. He does not open be-
fore s great stretches into the future, or place
above us the numerous steps of ascending stair-
ways., God mercifully vetls the future from us
lest its splendor should dazzle -us,-or its dark-
ness appal us. But one step at a time he will
.open up the way. This method of God’s culti-
vates our patience and testsas well as develops
our faith in him, Qur partis to do well our
present duty. The jssue will never disappoint
Us in the ultimate. He sees the end from the
beginning. Let faith only be strong enoughto
step out into the seeming void and straightway
we shall find the road beneath our feet. Al
history since the days of the pilgrim patriarch
from the other side of the flood who went out

whither he went, proves that.
¢ 100 ambitious to discover the

not knowin
Jet us not

M. A., Winnipeg, Man.
plans of God, rather let us amid the uncertain-
ties be satisfied to cry ¢ keep thou my feet, I
do not ask to see the distant scenc—one step
enough for me.”

 The important thing is to lay our case
before God and take our instructions from him.
It is well to feel that we should consult God
about everything. '

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
0Oh, what ncedless pain we bear,

All because we do not carty,
Everything to God in prayer.

We all love to see the picture of the king in
later days who took a letter received from
another king—a letter which perplexed him
sorely, and spread it out-before God In the place
of prayer and sought his counsel. But we are
too prone to seek the advice and counsel of
our friends and neighbors on such things. We
have some perplexing problem and immediate-
ly we awny to se¢ some friend in whose judg-
ment we say we have every confidence. ~This
is well in its place. There are many we be-
lieve specially fitted by Gud to counsel others.
But God's mercy-seat ought to be the first
place sought. We should ascertain his will,
praying that he may take away all selfishness
and wrong motive and preserve us fromr being
influenced by any considerations other_than
the highest. ~ David perhaps. had been advised
by his followers t0 make some move to. check
any action beiog takenby Ishbosheth and Abner,
but he wanted to know what God’s will was in
the matter.

If we seek in the right spirit God will
reveal his will to us. We cannot tell in what
way he will do this in each case, bul we asc

{i32)




sure he willanswer unmistakeably, We do not
know in what manner the answer came to
David, but it was very clear and definite.
Sometimes God answers us very distinctly
through circumstances, He shuts us up to
taking one of two ways by closing the other
against us. He stops us in the way by obstacles
that we may be led toconsiderour ways,  Some-
times by some passage in the Scriptures flash-

ing its light upon us, even while we speak with |

him, he tells us of our duty. Sometimes he
sends a messenger—a friend or acquaintance at
a critical moment to counsel in his name, and
help us to a right decision. Many of us have
had these experiences, and each can recall his
own, but the point to be remembered is that
God will reveal his way to those who earnestly
seek to know it.

5. We are shown the beauty of a magnani-
mous spirit. David’s commendation of the
men of Jabesh-Gilead, and his invocation of
blessing upon them, because they had given
Saula decent burial teaches this. Thelesson is
all the more beautiful when we remember the
fairness with which David had treated Saul
during his life time. Saul had chosen to show
himself as an enemy, but David had not
retaliated in kind. He had repeated oppor-
tunities of taking Saul’s life had he chosen,
Now that he was dead he displays the mag-
nanimity of true greatness in blessing those
who had performed the burial rites of his
enemy. His spirit is commendable. Let us
not be enemies towards those who may choose
to make themselves enemies towards us. Let
us see their good points and credit them for
these while they live and have nothing spitefut
to say of them when dead.

6. The persistence of an enmity that has
been cultivated.  Abner the gieat general of

Saul refused to be convinced by defeats or any

other evidence of the fact of David’s right to

reign. He confesses (ch, 3: 10) that he had

all along known that God would translate the

kingdom from Saul’s house to David’s house.
| But he had been so trained to ¢ atend against
{ David, and had so cultivated a spirit of enmity
[towards him, that against his own better
1 knowledge he had persisted and made Ishbosh-

eth kinF over Israel. We should be careful
not to feed feclings of enmity and prejudice.
Such feelings will grow into veritable clouds
that will prevent us seeing the real facts con-
cerning those whom we oppose and blind us to
their just rights.

ADDED POINTS.

1. Weserve God at times as well by pas-
sively waiting as by actively working, “‘They
also serve who only stand and wait,”

2. At pivotal points Gad-reliance is better
than self-reliance,

3. It would be a foolish pride that would
| lead a traveller to take a wrong road rather
than .onfess ignorance by inquiring. Let us
understand the limitations of our knowledge.

4. Fair words as to the dead come most ap-
propriately fromthose who havebeen fair tothem
in life. A flower given into the living hand is
better than tons of wreaths on the coffin.

5. Betore we enter on a divisive couyse like
Abner’s, let us think into what civil war and
inter-necine strife we may be plunging those
around us.

requires us to recede from a position taken
openly at a former time,

primo-geniture,

THE BLACKBOARD.
By Rev. R. H. Apranay, D, Sc., Burlington, Ont.

DAVID’S GREATNESS.

Fellowship with God.

Affectionate obedience.

! nquiring the will of God.
Thoughtfulness-of others.
Humble acceptance of trust from God. vs.

Firm trust in God.

vs. I.
Vs, 2. -
vs. I.
vs. 0.

7.

Uniform dependence on God.

L.oyalty to God.

LESSON li—July 12th, 18986.

David King over all

Israel. 2z Sam. 5: 1-12.

- (Commit to memory verses 10-18).
GoLDEN TEXT: “‘David went on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him.”

2 Sam, §: J0. ’
ProVE THAT—The Lord rewards the faithful.

Ps. 101: 6.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 66, Whatisthe reason annexedlothe fifth commandment? A.
The reason annexed to the fifth commandment, is a promise of long life and prosperity
(as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their own good) to all such as keep this

commandment.

(133)
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6. Let us dare to be honest even thoughit °

7. God is not bound by human laws of |



e T

ST :"—:.".“‘x‘vm-f TR TSI TR

e

- wwe

e S e e VAR Y

- T e

-

Lusson HYMNS, Childresi's Hymnal—Nos. 127, 140, 107, 119

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. David King over all Isracl. 2 Sam. §: 1-12, Twes-
day. ‘The ople’s hero, 1 Sam. 18: 5-16. Wednesday, Sceking divine guidance, 2 Sam.
§s17-25. hursday. David’s helpers. 1 Chr. 12:16-22. Friday. Israel’s kingiﬂ 1 Chr.
12:23-38. Saturday. Promises for David. Ps. 89:19-29. Sabbath, The td our
righteousness. Jer. 23 1-8. (Thel. B. R. 4. Selections ).

[
EXPOSITORY NOTES.
INTRODUCTORY. In the civil war that followed, the two armies met for the first timeat
Gib'e-on, midway between Ma-ha-naim and He'bron, Ab'ner commanding the forces of

. Israel, and Joab those of Judah, Abner was defeated—1loss 360 men, while Joab Inst but 20,

his brother As'a-hel being among the clain, Ish-bo'sheth foolishly accused Abner of being
gruilty of treason. Abner deserted Ishbosheth and set to work to make arran ements with
David * to bring about all Israel to him.” Joah, in avenging the blood of §sa.he1, foully

. murdered Abner. In Abner’s death Israel losta great warrior, prince_and patriot. Ishbo-

sheth was cruelly murdered by two captains in the army. David ordered them to be executed.
This leads us to the study of a new era in the gradual unfolding of the kingdom of God in the
lﬁstoryl%f Ysrael, Study the 11th and 12th-chapters of T Chr. Time, 1048 B, C. David 38
years old.

Lrsson Pran, I David Anointed King of Israel. IL Seat of Government Changed.
III. Development of the Kingdom. ’

1. Davip ANOINTED KING OF IS!‘.AEL.\ into, in which David hound himself to govern
1. Then—Marking the dawn of & new era in! according to certain laws; and the people
the pational history of Tsrael.  While Davidi ledged their allegiance to him. Anointed
regretted the foul murder of Ishbosheth, still David kin%\—'l‘hls was the third time. It
e turned to good account the advantage gained' was one of the greatest days in the history of
thereby. The goal to which Samuel had dir-' Israel. It was made the ‘occasion of a grand
ected his eye was now reached (1 Sam. 10: 1).! national festival of three days _rejoicing in
Al the tribes—The twelve tribes through! Israel (1 Chr. 12: 39, 40). 4. Thirty years
their representatives numbering 339,600 (1! old—David began to reign at the same age 8s
Chr. 12: 23°37) He'bron—The seat o Jesus was when he entered upon his public
govemment during David’s 7}4 years' reign ministry.

over Judah, ¢ Theycame with a perfect heart 11. THESEATOF GOVERNMENT CHANGED,
1o Hebron to make David king over all Tsrael”| 6. Jerusalem—When David was advanced
(1 Chr. 12: 38) Saying—Three reasons given' over the larger kingdom he changed the royal
for this action taken by the tribes: (1) David| residence, transferring it from Hebron to
was of their kindred; (2) He had rendered| Je-ru’sa-lem. This expedition took place soon
valuable services in the past; (3) It was inl after David’s coronation. Jerusalem was
keeping with the divine plan and purpose. destined to become the seat of the Hebrew

nearness and closeness of affinity; one people! ordinary events. It was subject to more
one race. 2. In time past—I'rom the day' strange and awful vicissitudes than any other
that David slew Go-li'ath he became the hero| city in the world, not exceptingRome. ( Mil-
of the nation. Saul hated David, but Jon'a- man). Jeb'u-sites—The descendants ot
than and the nation loved him, Strong char-{ Canaan, the son of Ham, the inhabitants of Jer-
acters ave developed amid the ¢ refining fires”| usalem. Take away the blind and the
of the divine disciplinings. David’s past lame—This seems to be one of the dark sayings
services to the nation were made a ground for| in which the Orientals took great delight. The
their ready acceptance of him as king. teaching of the passage seems to be that it was
Lord said to thee—There is a divine plani a boastful defiance on the part of the Jebusites,
and purpose in every human life. The divine thinking that their weakest men would be a
guidance is right guidance. The words of the sufficient defence against the army of David.
Tord are of supreme importance. Shalt] Not unlike the taunts and sneers of Sanballat
feed—** Shepherd,” feed, not fleece. Not an| and Tobiah, when Nehemiah entered upon the
owner butasteward.  This is the first occasion| work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Neh.
on which we find the occupation of a shepherd! 4: 1-3) The world manifests the same spirit
made use of to describe the office of a king.| of defiance towards the church to-day. Think-
(Pulpit Com.) In Old Testament times the ing—*¢saying,” meaning thereby. 7. Took

roral office was that of the civil rather than| the stronghotld of Zion—The hill on the
the religious ruler. Captain—*¢ Prince,” | southwestern part of the city, known afterwards
{(R. V.) 8. Made a league—* A coven-|as « the city of David.” They miscalculated
ant.” The kings of Israel were not invested| the strength of the attacking forces. ¢ The
with despotic power. When Saul was| Lord was on the side of Israel. 8. Gutter
appointed, Samuel told the people the man- ~ «Watercourse” (R. V.) Josephus thinks
ner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book.”| the_reference is to some underground passage
(1 Sam. 10: 25)- An agreement was entered’ or drain, The meaning of David’s words is,
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¢“Whoever will undertake this dangerous
enterprise, let him_ try this underground pas-
sage, and when he has entered the fortifications
by its means, let him smite the lame and the
blind, that arc hated of David’s soul.”
shall be chief and captain—isnotin R. V.
It is a quotation from 1 Chr. 11: 6. Possibly
David desired some one to supersede Joab;
but Joab, with a few men took the fortification.
There are the blind (R. V.)—This became
a proverbial saying for these poor cripPles. 9.
Dwelt in the fort—*“The stronghold” (R.V.)
The victory was David’s, who made the citadel!
his palace, and immediately took steps to fortify!
theswomit,  Millo—The rampart or entrench-
ment of the citadel. (Bible Dictionary).

III. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE KING-
poM. 10. Went on and grew—¢ Waxed

He| the fact that *“ the Lord

greater and greater” (R, V.) The beginning
of a new ern of increasing naticnal prosperity
and religious progres; and activity. The secret
of all this prosperity and éxogxess was due to

od of hosts was with
him.” 1. Sent messengers—David being
securely established in his kingdom, he opens
up trade and commerce with Hi‘ram, king of
Tyre. Carpenters and masons—IHow
degenerate Israel had become in skilled work-
men, having to import them from Tyre. 12,
Perceived—Whatever doubts and misgivin§s
David may have had in the past, he now fully
realized and appreciated the fact that he had
been divinely called and appointed to rule over
Israel. It is a good thing when men truly
realize that they are in their right calling in life.

4

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. The saying * Evesything comes to him
that waits” has much truth in it. A
great many people precipitate failure by *¢dis-
covering” themselves rather than waiting to be
discovered. The divinest right of kings to
reign is the right consequent on merit and fit-
ness. A long course of training had brighten-
ed and intensified all the splendid natural
powers of David till the whole land came to
recognise his peculiar fitness to be ruler over
it. In the long run men find their level, or
rather the world finds it for them. That being
true, it becomes the duty of people who are
religious patriots and who live under a represen-
tative form of government to see that they
place in power over them only such men as
will command respect, and whose ability and
integrity ensure honest administration of public
offices.  If this were done men would not be
seeking places and offices with the deplorable
results we so often see, but the places and
offices would seek and find the men who ought
to fill them. We can all take part in such a
christian citizenship movement as this. Re-
ligion and patriotism are concurrent, for we
would doubt the religion of the man whose soul
was so dead that he did not love his country.

2. Work well done in subordinate positions
paves the way for promotion. David was now
being rewarded for the toil and travail of his
earlier life. ¢ Thou leddest out and brought-
est in Israel.” Even though Saul was king the
faithful and courageous conduct of his subor-
dinate David was noticed, and ultimately
secured practical and ogen recognition. So in
every walk in life we
higher position by doing conspicuously well
our part in the lower place. This thought
should prevent us from feeling’that any work
however apparently menial is really so in any
true sense.  ** If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross
daily and folldw me.” Life has nothing more
heroic to shew us than the sight of some man
or woman in answer to the call of duty to God

est fit ourselves for a i the blind and the lame could hold it

approval from God and recognition (sure though
sometimes slow) from the best elements in
humanity. -
3. We have here in a figure a noble ideal
of duty set before all in atethority, Thou shalt
feed &Izeplxerd ) my people Israel. The pecu-
liar governmental systen. .f Israel may not be
perpetuated, but what an excellent thing it is
when the rulers of the people in civil affairs
are also competent to be their leaders in re-
ligious life. Such men would realise that
their sphere lies in the direction of this test—
they would not feel that it is their business to get
as much as they can out of the people during
their term of office, but rather would realise
that it is their duty to do as much as they can
for the people. To be a good shepherd im-
plies a love for the flock—a genuine interest in
their safety and welfare. It involves a wlling-
ness to spend and be spent in their service and
to count no work done for them as too arduous.
Especially is it the duty of the shepherd to
look well after the weaker and poorer mem-
bers of the flack. Itis not well for the ruler
either in church or state to manifest great in-
terest in the strong and influential people to
the exclusion of the weak and the poor. It is
more Christ-like to brave the dangerous road
and the stormy night in looking for the one
that is lost than to enjoy ease with the ninety
and nine.
. David’s capture of Jerusalen: was possi-
ble only by the companionship of the unseesn.
it seems quite clear that the Jebusites consider-
ed their position impregnable. In their opinion
inst
the trained soldiery of David, as a child in
certain situations can withstand a mailed
warrior.  But the place was important from
astrategic standpoint, while within the borders
of Judah, it was far enough north to command
Israel. Hence the value of securing it and in
spite of difficulties *‘ what ought to be can be
with the help of God. Many of the prevalent
evils of our time, such as the liquor traffic,

and man loyally treading day by day paths of | seem so solidly intrenched that their support-
apparent drudgery. Such faithfulness wins| ers laugh at all the efforts of God’s people to
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dmlm{ themoutofthe land, butif weco-opente | time apparently helpful, will kill prospects of

«in the nght spirit with God, and fight with thorough and speedy success.

God-approved weapons, Wwec shall become

mightv through Gud to the pulling down of ADDED POINTS.

strongholds.”  Many are the obstacles barring

the way, but if God be for us who can be| 1. *Weare thy bone and flesh,” Blood
instus? Let there be no faint-heartedness | is thicker than water. In Christian work all

in the hosts of the church, for before its steady | men are our blood relations—all made of one

advance in Christ's name the sncering Jebu- | blood.

sites in every Jand must give way. 2, “The Lord said to thee,” In spite of

Conrage and sticcess will command the | enemies end obstacles God’s people will come

. admiration of men and win their alliance. |into their own.

David is scarcely well settled in Jerusalem| 3. Enduring relations must be based on
when Hiram of Tyre sent his congratulations mutual covenants.

and proffered his valuable help in house-build-| 4. Those who enter into covenants ¢¢hefore
ing. The world is not slow to recognise suc- | the Lord” should understand the religious
cessful achievement. 1f we are valiant in our | nature of the obligation.

assault upon evils, we shall find that many of | 5. Maclaren ids us watch the water
the lukewarm and the apparently uninterested | courses—the unguarded gullies through which
will come into alliance with us, Enthusiasm | our enemies approach us.

and courage are infectious. We should not| 6. **Let him that thinketh he standethtake
despise any help roffered unconditionally and heed lest he fall.”

in a good spirit, though we & ould neverabate| 7. “Not by might norby power, but by my
our efforts against evil inany measure to secure | spirit saiththe Lord.”

the assistance of any who desire and attempt| 8. Before the steady advance of God's peo-
cures that ere not radical. Better ten thous- | ple \nountains will become plains and sens
and times to fight on single-handed than to will divide.

make unholy alliances which though for the! 9. Nothing succeeds like success.

THE BLACKBOARD. .
THE GREAT KING.'
DAVID JESUS
CALLED OF GOD. DECREED OF GOD.
CHOSEN OF THE PEOPLE. ANOINTED OF GOD.
ANOINTED OF GOD. CROWNED OF GOD.
TO
. GOVERN GOD'S PEOPLE. GOVERN )
LEAD THEM TO VICTORY, DEFEND HIS PEOPLE.
DEVELOP THE KINGDOM. REWARDI

“Ring of Hings, anfl Tovd of Toxds.”

LESSON Hil—dJuly 19th, 1896.
The Ark brought to Jerusalem. 2 Sam. 6: 1-12.

(Commit to memory xerses 11, 12).

GorpeN TexT: ¢“O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.”  Ps. 84: 12,

PROVE THAT—We must worship God with reverence. Ps. 89: 7.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest, 67. Whick is the sixth commandment? A, The sixth
commandment is, Thou shalt not Kill. 68, Whatisrequired it the sixth commandment ?
A. The sixth commandment requireth all lawful endeavors to preserve our own life, and
the life of others. .

LgssoN HYMNs. Childven's Hymnal—Nos. 1, 28, 116, 104.

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. The Ark brought to Jerusalem. 2 Sam. Gix-12,  Tuees-
day. The Atk described. Exodus 25:10-22. Wednesday. C?turedl;y the enemy. I Sam.
4:1-11.  Thursday. Obedience needful, 1 Chr. 15t 1-3, 11-16, [Friday, David’s psalm of

raise. I Chr. 16: 7-22. Saturday. ‘The )gmlm continued. 1 Chr. 16 23-36. Sabbath,
Acceptable worship. Heb. 12: 1829, ( T( 2 B. R. 4. Selections ). . .
13 )



~ EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. At the time David was advanced to the larger kingdom, the Phil'is-tines
ruled the greatcr part of the country west of the Jordan. They viewed with alarm *¢ the con-
solidation of the tribes under one able ruler.” They resolved to crash David and prevent his
independence, In this they were disappointed, as David proved too powerful a foe, The
Philistines were routed and put to flight. It was probablyat that time that the brave deed of three
of David's he. ses was perforined, in breaking through the Philistines’ garrison at Bethlechem ana
bringing him water thence {ch. 23: 13, 14; I Chron, 11: 17-19). David’s next step was the
restoration_of the worship of {ehovnh. To-day’s lesson begins the study of the revival of
religion. Parallel passages 1 Chron. 13: 15, 16, Time 1042 3. C.

LessoN PLAN. 1. The Ark Sought After Long Neglect. IL The Ark on the Way,
III. The Ark Brought to Zion.

I. THE ARK SOUGHT AFTER LONG NE-|a new cart—Contrary to the Levitical law,
GLECT. 1. Again—Aftcr the great assembly’ which required that only the Levites bear the
for his coronation, or after the Philistine war,! ark (Num. 4: 15). The Philistines handled
“he assembled them again for the peaceful the ark (1 Sam. 5: 1, 2), and no evil seemed to
purpose of bringing up the ark to Mount; cu.ae to them for so doing. Abin‘a-dab—
Zion,” In this he had a twofold object. (1)' The house of Abinadab, called by his name.
A religious—*¢* testifying David’s gratitude to’ The ark lodged there 70 years. The sons—
God;” (2) Political~hoping in that way to bind * Sons” in Hebrew is used in a large sense,
the tribes more closely together as one people.' They were probably the sons or grandsons of
Chosen men—denoting usually picked men, ' Eleazer, the son of Abinadab. It was natural
but here referring to the representative men of' that they should desire to accompany the ark
the tribes. 2. All the people—Having by the way. Uz'zahand A-hi'odrove the new
duly consulted with them (1 Chr. 13: 1).) cart with the ark of God, Ahio going before it
From Ba'al-e f Judah—The old Caananite and Uzzah walking by its side. 5. Played
name for Kir-jath-Je‘a-rim (Josh 15: 9, 60). —Denotes in Hebrew *to dance and rejoice
¢ From > should read “‘to,” as in the parallel| to music, vocal and instrumentalt” (1 Chr, 13:
passage in 1 Chr, 13: 6. Theark of God—, 8). Tt is supposed that David wrote the 68th

¢ The ark of the covenant,” *“the ark of the
testimony,” so called as it contained the two
tables of stone upon which were written the
ten commandments. Italso contained the pot
of manna and Aaron’s rod that budded (Heb.
9: 4). In.the tabernacle it belonged to the
holy of holies. It was a chest made of acacia
wood (Ex. 25; 10). The ark was the_ central
point of religious worship, the symbol of the
true religion, and the sign and manifestation of
the divine presence. After the children of
Israel crossed the Jordan the ark was at Gil'gal
for a season. Thence it was taken to Shi‘loh,
where it remained between three and four hun-
dred years. The sons of Eli carried the ark
into the field of battle, where it fell into the
hands of the Philistines (r Sam. 4). The
Philistines took it to Ash’dod and placed it by
the side of Da'gon. " In consequence of the
severe judgments of God they were compelled
to release the ark to the children of Israel, who
lodged it at Kir~jath-Je'a-xim (1 Sam. 7: 1)
There it was allowed to remain in obscurity
till David, with sacred ceremonies, removed it
to Terusalem. David recognized two things as
beng necessary to the elevation of his people.
(x) **Vigorous, enlightened statesmanship; (2)
fidelity in all things to their covenanted God.”
(Pulpit Com.) hose name—The literal

rendering is, ‘“upon which is called the name,

the name of Jehovah of hosts, Who sits upon!
the Cherubim.” (Bible Com.) Cherubim—I ence.” 10.

Placed on the mercy seat at either end facing|
each other. From between them God was
leased to iﬁwk in making his will known.

ere was the abiding manifestation of his
presence.

IL "THE ARK ON THE Wav. 8. Upon

Psalm on_this occasion, Fir wood—* Cy-
press.” 6. Na'chaen’s threshing-floor—
‘¢ The threshing-floor of Chidon” (1 Chr. 13:
). Took hold of it—An intended precaution -
but an inexcusable transgression. ‘¢ Good
intentions do not justify forbidden actions.
Two things make a good christian—good
actions and good aims.”  The Philistines were
men ““without law.” Uzzah was a man
“under law.” Shagok it—(R. V., -*Kicked,
bLroke loose, or ‘stumbled.” You must
rather leave the ark of God to shake, if it so
please God, than put unworthy hands to hold
it up. (Bacon). 7. The anger of the
Lord—Not passion but righteous indignation.
Smote him—Judgment followed closely on
the heelsof the offender. Error—*‘Rashness”
(R. V. marg.), because he put his hand to the
ark (1 Chr. 13: 10). And there he died—
Suffered the penalty of his disobedience. Uz-
zah ought to have understood the law more
perfectly. 8, Was displeased — *was
angry.” Probably because his plan of proce-
dure, so far successful, was now broken, and
his march intercepted. *“ When we lie under
God’s anger we must keep under our own.”
(Henry). Wrong thoughts about God and his
word lead to acts of disobedience. 8. Was
afraid—Anger gives way to fear. His fear
was a superstitious dread, rather than ‘“‘an
enlightened, submissive and becoming rever-
Would not remove the ark—
He realized that something radically wrong had
been done. Lest another mistake be made, he
will seek to know the right thing to be done.
The house of O'bed-Edom—Uzzah treated
the ark with irreverence, David regarded it
with dread, but Obed-Edom, the Gittite,
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welcomed it into his house, Oh, the courage
of an honest and faithful heart | (Hall). He
was 8 Levite, of the sons of Kor'ah. ¢ The

ark in the house of Obed-Edom may be con-

" sidered as representing religion in the home,

and wherever it truly dwells there is (1) A
consciousness of the presence of God; (2)
Obedience to his commandments; (3) Confi-
dence in his mercy; (4) The enjoyment of his
fellowship; (5) Repose under his protection;
. (6) The reception of a blessing, *‘and the Lord
blessed Obed-Edom and all his house;” {7)
And the promotion of his glory and honor.”
(Pulpit Com.) .
II?. THE ARK BROUGHT TO ZIioN. 12,

it was told—Religion cannot be hid. Like
a mirror, the christian is a reflector of Christ’s
life and character, *from glory to glory.”
Hath blessed—Every blessing is of the Lord,
and those that honor him will the Lord abun-
dantly bless more and more. Brought up
the ark—The noble conduct of Obed-Edom
cheered and encouraged David, and led him
to renew his effort to bring the ark to Zion.
{r*0 the city of David—It was one of the
greatest days in David’s life. It was made an
occasion of great gladness. ‘‘It was the
inauguration of a new and better era in
religion.” Read 1 Chr. chapters 15 and 16.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. No nation or man can longremain with-
out religion and feel satisfied. ‘The exceptions
to this statement will be found only in cases
where there has heen such persistent neglect
and defiance of God that the very voice of con-
science has been, so to speak, silenced. Inthe
present case, one ot the first needs realized
after the country had settled down, was the
want of a settled religious life and practices.
Accordingly the ark which was the symbol of
God’s presence, and the most concrete emblem
of religion, and which had been for seventy
years practically forgotten, was remembered.
Steps were at once taken to bring it back and
arouse the spirit of worship. Thus have we
known people in our own time who carrying
secularising movements to the extreme, banish-
ed the very iame of .God from their educational
system. But the efiect on the national life was
found to be so disastrous that a return to the
religious was sought for in *Le interests of the
general weal. Our hearts and flesh cry out
for the living God. Certain parts of the
nature, mental and physical, may find employ-
ment without religion, but the sounl—the man
as a whole craves for communior. with the in-
finite, and our instincts of wourship will not
down at our bidding without great protest.

2. [n succeeding ages God laught religious
truth by symbols and types suited to the capacily
of the race lo understand. The world of
humanity'was God’s kindergarten, and nothing
is more characteristic than the loving and, so
to speak, the painstaking way in which he led
men on from step to step to behold spiritual
truths, The ark of which we here read is an
evidence of that. Its several parts as con-
structed as well as its contents all spoke cer-
tain truths in so simple a way that they could
be understood in the very childhood of the
race. As time advanced and fuller revelations
of God were made by law and prophecy, the
need of symbols and object lessons became
les: pronounced, till finally when Christ came
the ceremonial law was abrogated, and all pass-
ed away fulfilled in him. The hcur came
when the world no longer needed a central
shrine of pilgrimage or some one place ot wor-
ship, but when men everywhere might in the

name of the great Antitype, worship in spirit
and in truth without theseaids. The need for
this method of teaching had is seat in the fact,
that while we are still in the flesh we need the
help of some visible signs to convey through
the senses a clearer perception of spiritual
truth. Hence we find that element in the
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
instituted by Christ. Apart from thesein this
dispensation we need-no elaborate ceremonial
in church service, and these who demand it
thereby confess a spiritual childhood, and
:}}eir need of mechanical aids to the religious
ife.

3. Thelarge number of people from thewkole
land bringing the ark was a recognition of the
unifying power of a common religion. Likea
wise ruler David did not go with asmall body-

guard, or one tribe, but apparently with a-

body representative of the advance parts of
the nation, so that the movement would be a
national one and have a unifying influence.
This ten is quite clear in God’s training of his
ancient people. Amid prevailing_polytheism,
he retained the purity of monotheistic faith,
largely through the influence that meeting at
one common altar had upon them. The same
thing obtains in our day. . The unifying factor
in the presentage is Jesus Christ, through faith
in a common Lord people of the most diverse
cast in race and country, and education, meet
on a common platform. Itis because of the
Christ element we have in common that so
many churches of different outward form can
unite in using the same hymns, studying the
same sabbath-school lessons, and belonging to
the same great non-denominational organiza:
tions. It is also evident from recent events
that faith in 2 common Lord is the strobgest
factor in maintaining *“peace on earth® be-
tween the nations.

4. Our emotional nature allowed filll play
in religion may produce enthusiasm af the ex-
pense of reverence. This seems to be taught
us here in the case of both David and Uzzah.
The former in well-meant hurry being led to
adopt inconsiderately & wrong way of trans-
porting the ark, and the latter being so carried
away thathe thinkshemust interpose hishand to
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save theark of Godfrom destruction. It wasex-
pressly commanded that the ark should be
carried by the Levites, and there was a direct
prohibition even against those who carried it
touching it on pain of death (Num. 4). Per-
haps as one says, the ark had been so long in
the house of Abinadab, that Uzzah had become
very familiar with it and forgot its awful sanc-
tity as representing the presence of God. We
should guard against emotional enthusiasm
leading us *o over familiarily with holy things.
Amid the enthusiasm of conventions we have
heard people speak of God and pray to God in
excéed.ngly familiar and colloguial terms. We
should "not forget as Uzzah did the supreme
holinessand majesty of the Almighty. Neither
should we essay by unscriptural methods (how-
ever well-meant) to support the church and
the work of God. )

5. Thke house of Obed-Edom blessed through
the presence of the ark, is a standing argument
forveligion in the tome. Evidently the house-
hold had appreciated the privilege they enjoy-
ed, and hence had reaped the benefit. As
there is no mention made of the household of
Abinadab profiting by the ark having been
with them, we have another illustration of the
way in which privileges may be made good use

may look well, but if it is not used in the right
way it brings no blessing to the home. What
'a blessing family religion is! It unifies and
solidifies the household—it makes the joys of
life brighter—it makes the sorrows easier to
bear—it sanctifies all trial and all  able, and
ennobles the whole round of living. Let us
seek to have the presence of God bless our
homes as it blessed the house of Obed-Edom.

ADDED UOINTS.

1. Augustine prayed : ¢ we were made for
thee O God and our souls are restless till they
find thee.”

2. Religion overflows into music. Infidel-
ity has no _song.

3. Severe diseases require severe remedies.
Grave offences bring great punishments.

4. David got into a better frame of mind
when he confessed personal unworthiness.

5. It was wise to leave the ark until the
law of God concerning it could be learned and
followed.

6. Religion ennobles wh

7.
Obed-Edom it was good for all Isiael.
is good fur others it is good for us.

8. Only the religious soul can understand

I

atever it touches.
If religion was good for the house of
If it

of or not. A family Bible on the geritre-table | the religious joy of others.
THE BLACKBOARD.
THE ARK oF GOD A SvaBoL OF TRUE RELIGION.
NEGLEZCTED— . OBSERVED—
. BROUGHT
DEATH | BLESSING .
to
UZZAH. | OBED-FDOM.
‘ Brings
SORROW. . oY.
SADNESS. GLADNESS.
DwATH. LIFE.
OME.

RELIGION A BLESSING TO THE

EART.

LESSON IV—duly 26th, 1896.

God’s Promises to David.

2 SaMm. 7: 4-16.

(Commit to memory verses 12,18).
Gorpex TexT: “Ip thee O Lord, do I put my trust.” Ps. 71: 1.
PrOVE THAT—The Lord’s kingdom is everlasting. Ps. 145:13.

SHORTER CATECHISM QOuest. 9.

What is forbidden in the sixth commanduent?

A

The sixth commandment forbiddeth the taking away of our own life, ox the life of our

neighbor unjustly, or whatsdever tendeth thereunto.

LessoN HYMNs. Childyer’s Hymanal—Nos.

129, 179, 91, 167.

DATLY PORTIONS. Morday. God’s promisesto David. 2 Sam. 7: 1-16. Zuesday.

David’s response. 2 Sam. 7: 18-20. Wednesday. The promise remembered.

1-10, Thursday. The promise fulfilled. 1
Ps. 132. Saturday. A firm covenant. Jer.
Heb. 1: 1-12.  (Zhe L. B. R. A. Selections).

\

1 Chr, 28:
Kings 8: v2-21. Friday, Precious promises.
33: 14-22. Sabbatk, The established throne.

(r39)



EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY, After the ark had lodged three months in the house of Obed-Edom it was
taken to Jerusalem. On this occasion it was carried, not on ‘‘a new cart,” but on the
shoulders of the levites, David was dressed in a priestly robe called the ephod. The ark

was carried a]ong
art.

with, song, music and dancing, in which David took a2 most enthusiastic
When Mi'chal, David’s wife, who had been brought up in a court where heart-religion

was little cared for, saw t..e procession, and what she ‘considered David’s undignified conduct,
¢¢ she despised him in her heart.” David was in no way discomfited, but with solemn and

befitting ceremonies set the ark up in a tent prepared for it on Zion.
that Ps. 24 was written for ¢ is festive procession.

“ Place, Jerusalem. Time, 1043 B. C.

Lesson Praw.
vs. 12-16.

1. A ForBIDDEN PURPOSE. When David
thought of the lowly abode of the ark of the
Lord, a frail tent, in comparison with his own
stately palace of cedar, he resolved to build a
splendid and desirable temple ‘¢ for the name!
of the Lord, the God of Israel” (1 Kings 8:
17, R. V') With this noble purpose in view
he, took counsel with Nathan the nrophet.
4. Thatnight—** The same night” (R.V.)
that David had been speaking with Nathan.
The word of the Lord—In a night vision
(v. 17). Came unto Nathan—It is evident
that not ail the words spoken by the prophets!
of the Lord were inspired. It was only on
great and solemn occasions that they spoke
under the direct influence of the spirit or God.
Nathan's words, as recorded in v. 3, were
spoken rashly and unadvisedly. How differ-
ently did he speak of the same purpose when
under the direct influence of God’s spirit, as
seen in our lesson. ‘‘Nathan spoke the words
in v. 3 not in God’s name but from himself;
not as a prophet, but as a wise and good man,
but God soon rectified the mistake.” (M.
Henry). Nathan—A distinguished pr.phet
that lived in the reigns of David and Solomon.
5. Go and tell—Nathan was divinely com-
missioned to bear a message from the Lord to
David. Thus saith the Lord—Whatever|
advice men may give, it is the Lord’s word
that bears the stamp of authority and is of]
supreme importance. Shalt thou build me?
~—~The zanswer implied is * Thou shalt not” (1
Chr. 17: 4). The reason why is given in 1
Chr. 28: 3. David’s pu?ose was worthy but|
unseasonable (1 Kings 8: 18; 2 Chr. 6: 8).
6. | have not dwelt—In any fixed place!
‘because of the unsuitableness of the times, and
the unsettled condition of the nation. | have

walked in a tent—Literally, I have walked|

continually; that is, I have ever been a wan-
derer, first in the wilderness, and subsequently|
at Gilgal, Shiloh, Nob and Gibeon.” (Pulpit
Com.) Inr a tent—referring especially to the|
the outward coverings of skins. "The tabernacle
had special reference to the framework of]
boards and its gereral structure. 7. In all
the places—*‘In all places® (R. V.) During|
their wanderings in the wilderness, as well as
the period of their unsettled condition in the|
promised land in the time of the Judges. Any|
of the tribes of Israel—In 1 Chr. 17: 6 it
reads ““the Judges” for ¢“the tribes.” The

meaning of the passage seems to be that from

It is generally believeu
Parallel passages 1 Chron. 17: 1-27.

I. A Forbidden Purpose. vs. 4-11. IL A Kingdom Promised.

the time they entered the promised land, when
first one tribe and then another held ““a tem-
porary ascendency,” to none of them did God
give command to provide a settled place for
his worship, nor did any one of the Judges
conceive the thought of making his tribe per-
manently the chief by providing a fixed abode
for the ark and for God’s worship within its
borders. (Pulpit Com.) To feed my peo-
ple Israel—The shepherd was the ruler, and
to feed was to govern, yet in a kindly way like
a sheperd, leading the way. 8. |took thee
from the sheepcote—‘‘The meadow.”
Observe the gradual unfolding of the divine
plan and purpose, and his direct and absolute
control.  “‘I brought up the children of Israel”
(v. 6). ‘I have walked in a tent” (v. 6). *‘I
commanded to feed” (v. 7). **I took thee
from the sheepcote” (v. 8). **I wall appoint
a place” {v. 10). Nothing could be clearer
than that these strange and mysterious muve-
ments were fulfilling the divine purpose. To
be ruler—David was divinely called from
being a shepherd lad in the pasture fields of
Bethlehem-Judah, to be a “shepherd-ruler”
over the chosen people of God. 9, | was
with thee—Many a time David had been in
great peril, he suffered many a privation,
experienced bitter trials, yet he was spared and
sustained because the Lord was with him (1
Sam. 18: 12). All thine enemies—Because
they were the enemies of God and of his
kingdom. A great name—One of the great-
est names among Old Testament worthies is
David’s. ¢“The fame of David went into all
lands® (1 Chr. 14: 17). 10. | will appoint
a place—Some read ‘‘have appointed.”
This became an accomplished fact, when all
the tribes were consolidated into one kingdom.
Dwell in a place of their own—They were
now t enter into their rightful possession of
the promised land. H-nceforth the royal
palace and the tabernacle were to continue in
a fixed place. Jerusalem was to form the
grand centre of the national and religious life
of the people. Afflict them—Oppression
and conquest were impossible so long as they
remained loyal and obedient unto the Lord.
11, Since that time— Referring. to the
troublous times and servitudes of Israel during
the period of the Judges. Caused thee to
rest—After the times of war and disquietude
came times of peace and rest.  After the storm
comes the calm.,
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I1. A Kingpom ProMiseD. 12, When
—From recounting past mercies, the prophet
proceeds to speak of one of the most important
prophecies in the Old Testament. Thou
shalt steep—Death is often spoken of in the
Bible as a sleep. David, in common with all
.rue believers, was to enter heaven through the
portal of death. Thy seed—In one sense
referring to Solomon, David’s son and succes-
sor, and the builder of the temple; but in 2
deeper and grander sense does it refer to Christ

finds its true explanation in Chuist’s kingdom.

The temple says Kiel, was a symbol of Christ’s
incarnation. 14, His Father . . . My
Son—The oneness of Christ with the Father
(Ps. 2; John 17: 21). Commit iniquity—
refers to Solomon, but in no sense to Christ.
16. Before thee—Not in point of time, but
in thy presence. The sceptre did not quatt
from Judah till Shiloh (Jesus) came. 16. Thy
kingdom—The kingdom of Christ is an ever-

lasling kingdom that cannot be shaken (Ieb.
and his eternal kingdom (Acts 2: 30, 31). 138.| 12: 28).

Establish the throne—Solomon’s temple

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. Tkere are apparently times when it #s anxious spirit to appeal to the xsthetic is not
necessary to have conflicts to gain peace. In commendable. Our worship of God is not
the opening words of this chapter that lesson dependent on our surroundings in that sense.
emerges. Electrical storms are violent and, 3. Z%e desire to honor God is commendable
oftimes dangerous, but they clear the atmos- , whether we are able to accomplish it in the way
phere. In that view there have been wars on , we intend or not. Some one has well said
which God has unmistakably set the seal of  that it is a beautiful thing to see a son in such
his approval. The ideal is peace, and God  harmony with his father that he is always de-
would have us keep that as a goal before us, sirous of doing something to please him, yet
but toreachit we have some times to passthrough | the father while greatly pleased with the son’s
conflicts, Let us be careful however that we | desire, might not think it wise for all concern-
do not seek conflicts to gratify our own pride, | ed that the son should carry out that desire in
or feed our own vanity. But we are not tothe particular way he wished. That was the
shrink from them if we realise that the cause | position here. It was pleasing to God to
of God requires us to enter upon them in order ; know that David was desirous of doing every-
that the world with which we have to deal may | thing that would honor him, but he did not
become °¢ first pure, then peaceable.” David  desire David to build the temple then and
had contended valiantly for the truth amid  there. A move opportune time would come,
many discouragements, but now the din of , and even a more fitting instrument. We
fight was becoming less distinct and ‘‘the,should not think that when God thwarts our
Lord gave him rest round about from =ll his, desire to do some special thing for him, that
enemies.” No one who fights for God will , he is therefore displeased with us, He may
fail of reaching the ultimate rest. , be and is always pleased with the feeling that

2. The contrast, wherever seen, between ¢he | prompts our desire, but_he may judge that it

magnificence of private residences and the 1s best to have it carried out by someone else’

poverty-strickenn appearance of God’s lkouse  at a more fitting time,

should affect us. In the second verse we see, 4. Euven those who are near to God may
how it affected David. It made him feel K misfake kes mind in special cases.  Nathan in
ashamed to think of his living in a cedar, the third verse seems to have spoken asif on
palace erected by the skilled workmen from impulse from his general knowlege of the fact
Tyre, while the ark of God was resting only , that God was with David, and that David was
under the shelter of the curtains in the tent of striving to be in harmony with the purpose of
meeting. There are many people who do not God. But Erdmann says that by the con-

seem to be affected in_that way. They want | versation held with David during the day, -

upholstered furniture in their own homes, but , Nathan’s soul with all its thoughts and feel-
think that cheap wooden chairs are good,ings was concentrated on David’s great and
enough for the house of God. The contrast | holy purpose ; this was the psychological basis
above spoken of when seen ought to move us  for the Divine inspiration” which appears,
cithertoreduceour own luxurious surroundings, . when on the followingnight Nathan returnedto
or make the house of God morein keeping  David with a special message in the form of a
with our own. This opens up the whole  question, whose form requires a negative™an-
question of church buildings—what degree of swer. Yet the sequel proves that those who
elegance, comfort, etc., should, they have? are loyal to God, and who wait in the hush of
We cannot enlarge here, but a safe general | their spirits for the command of God will have
principle seems to be that the church ought to  his way made clear to them, even though it
be in keeping with the rest of the district in , may come in some way that will tum them
which it is situated. We do not honor God by | away from cherished "and (in the proper
leaving his house neglected and shabby.  time and place) good purposes. ¢ He that
Haggar’s great question was: *“Is it time for  believeth shall not make haste.”
you,oh ye,todwellinyour celledhouses andthis , 3. When God blocks our gvod aspirationsin
_ house lie waste,”” At the same time an over- | one way, ke opeis up some ntore
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to their realization,  David sought with the] 2. But we are not toanticipate God's lead-

best motives to build a house for God instead | ing and go before his plans.

of the tabernacle. God blocked his way, but . .

opened up to him in the promises made an in-| 3 David’s promotion from the’ sheep fold

infinitely greater vista filled with more glowing to the throne was a warrant of God’s presence.

visions of a kingdom's glory. To build a tem- The past isa guarantee of the future in this

ple for God would have been a great privilege way.

and honor, but to becomc“the grent head of o The servants of God win eternal fame.

housejn which the greater Son of David” was | «¢ | have made thee a great name.”

to appear was an Infinitely larger honor and

mark of God's favor. Qur prayers are not| § [Even righteous wars may become 2

always answered in the way and at the rime | barrier t0 participants in them being made

we ask, God’s ways are not our ways always. | workers in the temple of the Lord. David

He sees the end from the })eigfimiing, ant(‘l with | had shed ‘‘much blood.”

the Divine conceptions of hfe nows how to "y

bestow the best things. Inour own experi- 6‘{ "Thel\)v og)({l,wxl. 8o on thogghk;he work.;

ences we shall realise that however our desires ?rs 2 d avid’s successors would carry !

ceem to be unnoticed, they are not so in | oY 1é.

reality. ¢ Think not you the father hath| 7. Itisa mark of true righteousness to ac-

not heard your prayer. Vou shall have your | cept the fact that we cannot see the victory

desire sometime, somewhere.”’ soon and at the same time cheer with one last
ADDED POINTS. word our surviving comrades to win it.

1. David’s anxiety to perfect religious re-| 8 Victories are won by the occupants, of
forms was good.  Let #s not be weary in well unnamed graves as much as by the surviving
dJoing. hero whom the nation decorates.

THE BLACKBOARD.
GOD’'S FROMISES

TO
DAVID. ] HIS FOLLOWERS.
GREAT NAME. GREAT HONOR.
TEMPORAL KINGDOM. SPIRITUAL KINGDOM.
RESENCE. .
DIVINE . . . ROTECTION.
EACE.

e .

\VEIGHTS AND WINGS.—A Christian physician, whose career had been full of faith and
noble ministry, gives this experience: Ie was a poor boy, and a cripple. One day he was
watching some other boys on the ball field. They were active, strong and wealthy. As he
looked on, his heart grew bitter with envy. A young man who stood beside him noted the
discontent on his face, and said to him ¢ ¢ Youwishyou were in those boys’ place, don’t you? s
«Ves, I do,” was the answer. <« reckon God gave them money, education and health,”
continued the young man, ‘‘to help them to be of some account in the world. Did it never
strike you that he gave you your lame leg for the same reason—to make a man of you?” The
boy gave no answer, and turned away ; but he did not forget the words. They stayed in his
heart until they kindled hope and courage there, helping him to rise above his deformity. He
soon learned that what was true of his lame leg was true also of all the difficulties, hindrances
and hard conditions of his life—they were all God’s gifts to him to help him to be of some
account in the world—to make a man of him.—S. S. Z3mes.
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Beimezy Degortment.

Edited in connection with the Primary Quarterly for Little Folks, by MR. & MRs. GEORGE
H. ARCHIBALD, Montteal, P. Q.

PRIMABY PREVIEW—THIRD QUARTER, 18%. )

The lessons of the Third Quarter are all about David. They may be grouped in a very
interesting and attractive way, as suggested in the cut. For this purpose use & spare biack-
board and have drawn on it, with yellow chalk, an outline of a crown, and with brown chalk
o shepherd’s crook, This, with the words ¢ David, the shepherd-king » printed with red
chalk, may be made ready for the 1st lesson and kept in view throughout the whole Quarter.
As each lesson is taught one jewel should be added to the crown. These may be made of
pieces of tin or gilt foil crumpled up and roughly shaped and pinned to the crown, with the
hame written over or under each one. They should at least be one and a-half inches square
and might e larger. Asd help to attract and keep the attention of the children in review,
and on Review Sunday it might be well each week to prepare an abstract from the past Sun-
day’s blackboard lesson. Put the abstrac on an ordinary piece of plain white writing paper
about six or cight inches square, fold it up and pin it underneath the representation of the
jewel, so as to be hidden or nearly hidden from sight. For example : Lesson I—the abstract
might be a pen and ink sketch {no matter how roughly made) of a Bible, with the words “1
will enquire and obey.” Lesson II—a sketch of a crown and a cross, with the words ““I will
grow like Jesus.” Review each Sunday as time will permit, occasionally unpinning the jewel
and showing the picture. On Review Sunday review the whole,

TWELVE JEWLELS



LESSON I—duly bth, 1896.

David the King of Judah, 2 SAm. 2@ I-1L

N

1. Goupen Textr: *The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice.” Ps. 97: I.

11, PrEVIEW THOUGHT: David, the Obedient King,

1IJ. ReviEw. How many times did Jesus appear to his disgiples on Resurrection day?
How did he prove to them that his body was not that of a spirit? What did Jesus do before
he left his disciples? From what mountain did Jesus ascend into heaven? ~What was my
prayer last week? (See Primary Quarterly for Little Folks).

IV. LESSON STORY : David, the shepherd, is made king in our lesson story to-day. All
this Quarter we are going to tearn about him and call him the shepherd-king. In the last
Jesson story we had from the Old Testament we learned about the parting ‘between the two
Joving fiiends, David and Jonathan. For six years after this David wandered about from place
10 place to escape and hide from the wicked Saul, who was trying to kill him. Sometimes he
had no better hore than a cave, and often found it hard to get enough to eat and drink, but
all the time God took care of him., Saul and Jonathan both died in battle, When David
heard of this, and knew that he need not hide any longer for fear of Saul, he asked God where
he should go. God told him to go to Hebron. He cheyed God, and with his family and men
who were with him went and lived in Hebron, There the men of Judah came and made him
their king. After the death of Saul the men of Jabesh Gilead cared for the body of Saul and
buried it. When David heard this he sent kind messages to these men, blessing them and
wishing that God would chow kindness to them, as they had shown kindness to their king,
Abner, the captain of Saul’s host, took Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, who was then forty years
of age, and brought Him to Mahanaim snd made him king over all the rest of Israel, except
Judah, and he reigned for two years.

V. How 10 TEACH THE LessoN STORY: Drawan outline of the map of Palestine on the
blackboard, Mark Bethelem, Jerusalem and Hcbron.  Speak of David’s home, Bethlehem,
the place where Jesus was born, then something ahout Jerusalem,as 1t 15 the centre of so many
N I , . — " lessons. Tell how, after
AR PR e the death of Saul, D:vid
AL GUWE.  « DRNI\DS GOWR-| ¥ s did not know where to
R 777220 IR, ° and asked God what
SRR - e he should do. David
N |8 8 obeyed God and went
IR oY b 7 A to Hebron. Have pre-
SRS R pared a shepherd’s

S crook and a crown
i . B (inade of cardboard and
N >4 SR N A\G ST gold paper). Firstshow
A L R B the crouk and move it
;ﬁ.\\&\\}&\ﬁD . : i&Q\};&‘é’ SR from place to place
N %gé.‘{iﬁ R : B until Hebronis reached.
- i 8 \When he 15 made king
: M show the crown and
. R fasten the two together,
5% PR ETE a}r;d telllthe c?ild:}t‘:p
OREN TWE GO\DE. . ORI that our lessons for this
e N ae L ] S Quarterare about David
L NENER B% 3"‘QS“ : B - the chepherd king.”
It would be well to explain tere very clearly that every time ‘‘the crook and the crown
symbol” is shown it means David, *‘the shepherd kiog.” Be sure that the children know
something about David, do not take too much for granted, Perhaps it would be well to
repeat the 23rd Psalm together and speak of it. Indeed it would not be amiss to repeat it
every Sunday for the Quarter. -

VI. How To TEACH THE APPLICATION: David did not ki what todo or where to go- |
Once upon a time a man came 10 & lace where two roads branched. He did not know which |
way to go, but he saw 2 guide post like this one. (Here pin to the board or draw roads and 2
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ide post), When the man saw the wzg the guide post directed him he obe?;cd it, and it

rought him safeli( to his journey’s end. So Pavid enquired of his guide, wha was ¢ the
Lord,” and when he was shown where to go he obeyed and was made king.  We, too, have
a guide (pin symbol-of Bible to blackboard). We read it very often, but if we do not obey it
we will not keep on the right rond, as the traveller did, nor be made truly great as David.
Obey the Guide, never be lost ! : .

LESSON li—July 12th, 1896.
David, King Over all Israel. 2z Sam. 5: 112

1. GOLDEN TExT: David went on and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts was with
him.” 2 Sam. 53 IO

11. PREVIEW THOUGHT: David, the Loving King.

1. ReviEw: Who are we Jearning alout in our lesson stories this Quarter? By what
name are we calling him ? After the death of Saul where did God tell David to go?” What
took place there? What was my prayer last week? (See Primary Quarterly for Little Folks).

1V. LESSON STORY: David, the shepherd, was crowned king of Judah in our last lesson story.
In to-day’s we learn that he was made a still greater king, for after the death of Ishbosheth,
all the tribes of Israel came to Hebron and made him king over all Israel. Now he was a

eat king. He and his men went to Jerusalem. This city David wanted for his capital, for
§ was well suited for that purpose ; but some enemies, the Jebusites, lived there. So David
and his men had to fight against them and drive them out. Mount Zion, the highest part of
the city, was a fortress surrounded on three sides by deep valleys. This fortress the Jebusites
held, and thought there would be no fear of David and his men taking it; but he did, and
drove them all out, and lived there himself and called it the city of David. He afterwards
build round about it and made it a beautiful city. iram, king of Tyre, sent messengers to
David with cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons, and they Duilt David a beautiful house.
David grew greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts was with him.

V. How 10 TacH THE LESSON STORY : Reproduce the map used last week, Show
{hat David had been made king only of a small part of the country.  Din *¢ the crook and the
crown symbol ” and mark out The tersitory he reigned over.  Now tell how the people came
from the other parts of the country from all the tribes of Israel, and made him their king.

vi. How To TEACH THE ArprLi®iTioN : When Jesus was a boy we are told he grew
wise, strong and lovable. (Write the three words with red chalk. Pin the symbol o the
cross and crown w he araooereercsemer e SRR SR
blackboard). What T
made Jesus grow wise ’
He loved nature. he
read good buoks, he
studied the scriptures.
Go should we, {D’in or §
draw Bible). What §
made Jesusgrow strong ? B
tsood food, plenty of B
sleep, exercise and [N
cleanliness. What |
made Jesus grow
lovable? He was
toving, he was obliging,
he was obedieri, he B
was kind. Although
David, *‘the shepherd-
king,” lived a great
manyyearsbeforeJesus, FEEES
he too grew wise, and RS -
our golden text tells us he also grew great, ard we kn
What made him grow like that? Our golden text says
the Lord of-hosts was with him,” -
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LESSON Il—July 19th, 1898,
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem., 2 Sam. 6: r-12.

1. GoLpeN Tgrxt: ¢ O, Lord of hosls, blessed is the man that trustcth in Thee,” Ps,
84: 12,

II; PreEviEW THOUGHT : David, the Worshipping King.

III. Review: Where did we find the shepherd-king in our lesson story last Sunday?
What took place there again? Where did David and his men go? What took place there?
What was my prayer last week ? (See Primary Quarterly for Little Folks).

IV. LEssoN STORY : When David, the shepherd-king, made Jerusalem his capital and
did so much to make it beautiful, he did not forget to have a place there for God’s worship,
He set up a tabernacle and thought it was now time that the ark of God should be brought into
his house again. The ark was a chest of wood about four feet long and two and a-half wide,
piated within and without with gold. The lid, or cover, was of solid gold and was called
¢ the mercy seat.” Upon it two golden figures of Cherubim faced inward and covered it with
their wings. Seventy years before this the ark hqd been taken from Shiloh, had been captured
by the Philistines, then given back by them again to the Israelites, who took it to Kirjath-
jearim, where it had remained ever since, David gathered the people to%ether and went with
them to Kirjath-jearim to get the ark. They set it on a new cart and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab. The two sons of Abinadab, Uzzah and Ahio, drove the cart, and David
and the people played on musical instruments. When they came to the threshing-floor of
Nachon, Uzzah disobeyed God’s command and took hold of the ark and God smote him and
he died. David was afraid and said, *“ How shall the atk of the Lord come to me?’’ and
would not bring the ark into the city, but cartried it aside into the house of Obed-edom. ‘There
it remained for three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his house. When
David heard this he went up and brought up-the ark of God from the house of Obed-
edom into the city of David with joy.

V. APPROACH TO THE LESSON : Our lesson story to-day is about a great procession. For
the sake of system and order in our teaching, suppose we divide our lesson Into three parts,
and say to the children that we want to tell them to-day about three processions. 1st. Who-
ever saw & procession ?  As the children tell you, or as you tell them, or perhaps both, make
some rough marks on the board to represent men, and horses, and wagons, and chariots, etc.,
ete. Anything seen in a procession. .

VI. How 10 TEACH THE LESsON STORY : 2nd. Show a picture of the ark and pin it to
the board. Tell about it. Make some marks in the déstance on one side for Kirjath-jearim ;
Sa—— — _———. . e then on tl]le c;pther some

. Lol : 2 U more marks for jerusa-
P K\\?\EE‘%OCR.%S\Q\\\S s g lem. Now picirure as
R ey B S B vividly as possible
1 L TR W David, the shepherd-
- T AW R P . . king. and his lhil’(y
s - } thuusand men, march-

¥ ing from Jerusalem to
Kirjath-jearim, and re-
§ turning with the ark.
Make an Oriental ox.
: cart vut ot paper and
B8 pin it to the board,
under the ark. Now
g move hoth along to
BN zbout the centre of the
B blackboard.

VII. How 710
_ ) TrACH [HE APPLICA-

. P e A S 1ON : Tell of the
thoughtlessness of Uzzah and his punishment.  Also of the blessedness of Obed-edom and his
house, making the lesson & warning against irreverence and thoughtlessness. As you speak of
these two men, draw below the two hearls, and as a concluding thought, speak ‘of the third
procession, men and women, boys and girls, some thoughtless, some blessed. To which com-
pany in the great procession do you belong ?
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LESSON IV—J.ly 26th, 1886.

God’s Promises to David. 2 Sam. 7: 4-16.
I. GorpeN TeXT: *“In Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust.” DPs. 71: L

II. PreEview THOUGHT : David, the Trusting King.

III. Review: What did David not forget to do when he made Jerusalem his capital? What
do you know about the ark? Why was Uzzah smitten by God? What did David do with the
atk? What was wty prayer last week ?  (See Primary Quarterly for Little Folks).

IV. LEssoN STOrRY: When David, the shepherd-king, brought the ark to Jerusalem he
placed it in the tabernacle on Mount Zion. From the time the Israelites left Egypt, as they
wandered avout from one place to another, they could not have a temple or a church as we
have to worship God in, but had to have a large tent or tabernacle, so that they could ¢ pitch
it” or put it up when they stayed at a place and take it down and carry it with them
when they left for another. It was in such a tabernacle the people worshipped
God in Jerusalem, and there the ark of God was placed. As from his* own
magnificent palace of cedar David looked upon this tabernacle, he perhaps thought to himself,
Why should my house be so much more beautiful than God’s house? Then he purposed to
build for God a beautiful temple made of gold, silver, brass, iron, timber and stone, where the
people could worship him instead of worshipping in the tabernacle as they did now. Although
this wish of Davld’s was good and right and pleasing to God, yet God did not see fit to grant
it just as David had purposed. He told David that he could not build his house, for he had
been a man of war, and much blood had been shed in’his reign. Beside this he waned him
1o do many other things for him, and told him that he could get all the materials ready for the
temple and that Solomon, his son, who should come after him, whose reign should be one of
peace, should build it. God also made many other kind promises to David and said, * Thy
house and thy kingdom shall be established forever,”

V. How 1o TEACH THE LESSON STORY : As we tell of David wanting to build the tem-
ple, show picture of the ark (used last week), the tabernacle and the temple. Dwell upon the

difference between the two places of worship. Tell of Nathan’s visit to David, and his message
that it was Solomon, and not he, who shouid build the temple,

VI. How To TEACH THE ArPLICATION : Our object to-day is to teach * trust in God.”
Show a shield and speak of truth as being a shield from dangers Tell how God reminded
ll\)a;:it.}l that in tl;‘e}rast : T~ — : —

e had been with him, - .
and taken care of him, VRE%ENT ) ?“X“V\E
and shiclded him. The S BRI o B P c
reason of this 1s shown [ - W / )
in the words of the
goblentest, ** In Thee,
O Lord, do I put my
trust.” Make a picture
of the sheep-fold, put §
the chield of trust over s
. Ify whasea picture (RTINS
of a livn and a bear pin
them to the board.
Make a long stroke for

a giant. As cach one §
of these is pinned on [ AR - , o
the board cover them SRS e R .
with the shichl and SR HPRQUERY RPN YR i
Mol - G ODSTROMISES HRESURE.
trusted in God so God L Lo i . -
shielded him from each danger.  As in the past so in the present. David, the shepherd-king,
was shielded from his cnemies, Cover ‘‘the crook and crown symbol ” with the shieid, As
in the past and present, so in the future, as with David. God will shield us if we trust in
him. Trust in God, his promises are sure !

: _ .t



Teaches Teaining.

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES.

Trx1-Book: REDFORD's *‘ PRIMER OF CHRISTIAN EvIDENCES.”

ANALYSIS, NOTES AND ADDITIONS, by Rev, Professor Ross, B. D., Presbyterian College,
Montreal, Quebec.

THE EVIDENCE OF THE SOCIAL EFFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY.
( Continued. )

III. CHRISTIANITY TRANSFORMED SOCIETY BY EXEMPLIFYING THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD
OF MAN:

1. Xt made every Chaistian the guardian of his brother’s welfare. By serving others
he can most acceptably respond to the redeeming love of Christ. (1) Itis his duty to
make every man a sharer in his own spiritual heritage. (2) To help those Iess fortunate
than himself. (3) To warn the tempted, strengthen the weak, and reclaim the fallen.
2. It caused new intevest o be taken in the swufering andthe poor. (1) Charity in the
proper sense is the child of Christianity. (2) All hospitals and asylums are fruits of
the Christian spirit. (3) Even the criminal classes are now recognized to have claims
to good treatment and ceaseless efforts for their reformation, 3. ¢ changed the legal
and social status af the slave. (1) It did not preach a crusade against slavery, but it
everywhere recognized the slaveas a man. (2) It gradually mitigated the severity of
slave laws, and very much bettered his condition wherever it had influence. (3) The
growth of the Christian spirit finally made slavery impossible in every Christian land.
4 It gave a new emphasis to the social rights of the freeman. (1) His right to an
equitable share of the profits of his labor. (2) His right to the utmost opportunity
possible for developing all his faculties. (3) His right to enjoy the social and political
privileges which ought to be common to all. 5. /2 kas lifted some of the lowest tribes
lo a fair position of civilization and morality. As examples, the natives of wae Fiji
Island ar:id of the New Hebrides, as well as a number of African tribes, might be
mentioned. -

IV. THRISTIANITY HAS CIVILIZED THE RELATIONS OF NATIONS :

1. 2t created the modern obligations of one nation lo serve another. (1) It furnishes
the clearest evidence of the uunity and solidarity of the race; so that the injury of one
nation is the injury of all. (2) Therefore the strong are bound to help the weak and
the civilized to develop the savage. (3) The citizens of one nation must be protected
in anotherand the interests of justice in all nations furthered. 2. Jis spirit s profoundly
opposed to war and kas done much to soften its horrors. (1) Prisoners of war are now
generally well treated, instead of being tortured and massacred. (2) The persons of
ambassadors, heralds, and of women and children are now always held inviolate.
Generally before bombardment warning is given that the weak and defenceless may be
removed. (3) It is now generally held that all differences between civilized peoples
ought to be settled by arbitration. 3. 2 las géven to the world a new hope of the
untfication-and progress of the race. (1) There wasa constant, haunting fear of anarchy
in ancient times. Nations had prospered through force; by wrce they might be over-
thrown. {2) In contrast to this every Christian always believed that Christianity would
be finally victorious, and that its victory would be an unspeakable blessing to the world.
{3) The vision of universal peace an1 holy brotherhood, although still unrealized, seems
much nearer realization than ever before. Some may say *‘Many of these things are
the results of advancing civilization.” It may be asked in reply ‘¢ What are the forces
underneath civilization and what causes it to advance?” .

The admirable outline of CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES by Professor Ross, which is concluded in
this number will be repeated in monthly instalments during the remainder of the year, It
should be read in conjunction with the text-hook, Redford’s ¢* Primer of Christian Evidence.”
The price is 50 cents and copies may be obtained through any buokseller, or by remitting the
money Lo the convener, or the vice-convener, Rev. W. Farquhuarson, Claude, Ont.
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