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Presentation in the Temple, Luke 2 25 -38,

: Gowm Text: “A light to hghten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy pe.opk:
- IsmeL” Luke 2: 32,

- CoMMIT TO ’\Imxom* verses 27-32. CHILDREN'S HYMI\AL, 30, 19, 31, 61. .
Prove THAT——dOd answers prayer, Matt. 21: 22,

- SHORTER CATECHISM——Quest 83. Areall transgressions of the law equally
: hemous? R .

. DAILY, PORTIONS. .
( T'he &electmu of the Inzcmatzonal Bille Reading Aseociation.) ‘

MONPAT. Togapar. W:nmnu. ‘THUBSDAY, FRAY. SATII!}])AY. Sarparn,

| 1he 22508 | John 811621 | Tea. ¢9: 612 |1 Pet, 2 1:10'| Heb. 19110 John10:2530 | Isa. 42:3:8
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Five Minutes Openiig Drill. Who Wrote the Gospels®

- MatTHEW or Levi, son of Mpé&ns A pubﬁc:m, or collector. of ‘Roman taxes, One cf th»,
Twalve, ... -

) Marr, the Roman surname of ]Glm, cousin of Bamnabas. Ltvcd at Jemsalem. Mothex =
name was Mary. Supposed tq have been the young man who fled naked “hen, our
Lord was betmyed. Accomp\w)med Peter in his travels,

,th Ammeof‘Annoch 2 gentile. (Cgl 4 u, t4.) Aphysxcxan A cloze cumpanion i
of Paul,  Wrote also the .dcm .

Bmther of]'amc: and son of Zebedie, A ﬁsherman of Belhsmda on the sea-of Gco.I
h:“ robably the youngest of the Twelve, and outhved alt the others. W’rcte,
3J~0 th:gc EP Ltla and the Revelation, g

* NOTES AND EXPLANAT!GNS

- INTRODUQTORY, The ¢ circumeision of Christ is very properly- eppMmﬂ by the °ekcm§

its ammiversary as New Year's day By this tite eur Saviours subjection to the Iaw iz set
borth (Gl 42 4); his descent from Abraham and the falfilment of God's promise to that pats
farch wote certifieds and his course as the ReYeemer of the covenant people officially began. -
Althoogh hevpecded not the circumeision of the heart, }et, becoming in 2l things like unto
bis Lrothren (Hieh, 2 : 173 4¢ 15), in this, as in his Gaptism, he fulm!ed all righteousness
{Mait. 3:15.) As against the heresy that our Lord’s body was & mere appeatance and not
& reality, e fact of the circumcision proves itito have been as real as that of other babes.
1he beautiful costom of the Jews of formally naming the child at circumcision was peenfiarly

ant in the case of Christ.  While undergoing the ceremony which symbolized wiah’s

Iness, he was announcn,d as the Saviour from sin. \
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Forty days after his birth, the law required the performance of two ceremonies. (1) For
the mother.” In order to embody in religious act the truth expressed in Ps. §1: 5 and Eph,
2: 3, every Hebrew mother was sequired to present a lamb fora burnt offering, and a p'geon
or a turtle dove for a sin offering. M too poor to give a lamb, a pigeon or a turtle dove
might be substituted for it.  That Macy availed berself of this provision shews the humble
circumstances of the fymily. ' {2) Fer the ehild, Being a fisst-bon son he was claimed for
the Lord in memory of Egypt {Ex, 13: 2.) The ransom price was five shekels, about $2.75:
{Num, 18; 15, 16.) LT

* In the festivals of the Christian year, ** The Purification of the Virgin Mary  falls on Feb.

2nd and was formerly called ** Candlemas ™ from the Romish custom of consecrating on that

Jay all the candles tKat wezc to be used in-the church d}xring the year. The lighted candle
» was symbolic of Christ, ** the light of the world.” % | o .

Lesson Pran. L Simeon's Song. vs. 2532 Simeon’s Prophecy. vs. 33-35. Il
. Anna'’s Testimony.  vs. 36-36.

f. SiMeoN's Sonc. 26. A man in Jerusalem—The words do.not suggest that he
was famons, although, since they were-written for ;i‘cntiles, they may metely denote that the
readers were not expected to be.aware of his Jewish reputation. Even Gamaliel is called
“gne® “a pharisee.” (Acts 5: 34.) _Simeon—Same pame as ““ Simon.” Some suppoze
that he was the-son of Hillel, and thelfather of Gamaliel. (Acts 22: 3.) His sayings arc
rever quoted by the rabbis, 2s are those of less famous men. Perhaps they boré testimony
t5 Jesus as the Messiah,  Just—R. V. “righteous.” A man of blameless life, Devout
—Consciencious in the performance of his religious duties. Micah 6: 8. Waiting for—
1With expectancy, as-athers-also were (Mark 15. 43.) The consolation—Conmpare Acts
28120, The same:word is applied to the Holy Spint, ! the Paraclete,” **comforter * (Johu
142 16; 15: 26, (and:to Christ in i John 2: 1 ‘“advocate.” This was a.common name among
tha Jews for the Messiah, and is based-upon-such passages-as Isa. 40: 1; 49: £3.

26, It has-been revealed (R. V.}—-i. e. supernaturally, as to an inspired prophei,
Compare David’s inspiration Matl. 22:.43. The word means fisst * to do pusiness with,”
_, then * to answer-afier deliberation,” then **to give response as an oracle.” It is translatcd
“spake ” in Heb. 12: 25, Mosesntteréd the divine responses, etc.  See-death—But “sce
Jesus” first, Compate * taste death ” in Matt. 16: 28; Heb. 11; 9, experiepce: death as, the

- vent dreaded by all men. Contrast Phil. 1: 23; 2 Cor. 5: 8. The Lord's Christ—

~

« Jehovah's Messiah” or ‘* Anointed One,” There were many false Messiahs at that time
but Simeon-espected that the true one would be-pointed out-to-him, ashe was afterwards to
John the Baptist, John 12 33 :

. 27. He came-in theSpirit-(R. V.)--He was under the influence of the Holy Spirit
and divincly prompted toigo-into the temple just-at that moment to recgive the ﬁ{ment of
_the promise mven tohim. _While in-this spiritual state his'words were inspired. Compare
Rev, 1t 10; Matt, 4: 1. Parents— This was:thelight in which-they would be degglg}'
the priests befure whom they appeared. Josephywas:the Zga/ father of Jesus. The cus-
tom-of the law—See Introduction. . ~

28, Thereis'o evidence that Simeun was a p;iesg. He suggests ather the pmp};etic
office,  This episode 1s must naturally imagined as distinct from’ the ceremany befure the
priest, and immediately on-the entrance of the child.  See Mal. 3; 1,

20, Lord—R. V. marg. “‘master.” Depart—lit. *‘now loosest thou.” He speaks
Kke a servant who has been in-attendance and-is nuw dismissed with his reward. The pat-
urakinference from the whole narrative js that Simeon was a very-aged man whose life had
heen prolonged:that he might-have the happiness-of beholding the Christ.  He now expects
that hisleng vigil is ended, but he may have lived for some timelonger. Compare Gen. 4:
30, From thefirst two words in the Latin versiun this.song is called the Nunc Dimattis.

30, Salvation—Nut ** Saviour,” but the means by which salvation is Lo be accomplished:
His mind is full of the glonous results to be obtained.  The-samie ides occurs in Luke 3:6;

Aets 28: 28; Isa, §2: 10: Acts 4: 12, . .

31. Before the face-of all people (R, V.) ~Nut \.he Jews only, but all mankind, are

" {avited to-behold and receive Christ,

»

32, A light for revelation to the gentiles (R. V.)--Isa. 46: 2; 49: 6; 9: 2; Ads 1
47, The heathen are represented as situng under a thick cluud which cavelopes them in
dachness (Ia, 23: 7.)  The light of the guspel dispels the datkaess of ignorance aud sin

Y

Christis the *glury ” of Jssael, the culmmation of thelr history, the veiled “shechinah ” now
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hurstingMarth from them to irradiate mankind. For his sake the nation was called into ex-
istence; the hope of his coming was the inspiration of its patriots and prophets; and the
whole world naw looks for salvation to One who was born of the tribe of Judah and the
- house of David, . ‘ .
. . 3
IL . SimeoN’s PRoenecy. 33, Joseph (R. V.)—His father,” sce on verse 27.
Christ did not give kim thisname, sce vs. 49, Marvelled—Every newincident increascs
their astonishment, They did not clearly understand what kind ofa Saviour Jesus was to be
. and Simeon’s words-perplex themystill more. In him they hear the ancient prophets speak. .

34, Blessed them—Invoked God's blessing upon them. He addresseshis words to
Mary whose pecnliar relation to the:Child he knows by inspiration. He js speaking “ in the
-Spint.” Is set—lit. ““lies™ “‘is appointed.” ‘The same word isused in Phil. 1: 175 1
Thess. 3: 3, “apgoim,ed.” The falling (R. V.)—The reference hereis to two classes of
pérsons, one of whom should reject Christ to'their destruction and the other veceive him 1o
their spiritual exaltation. Tsa, St 14, 15;28; 16; Matt. 21:.44; 1 Cor. 12 23, 24; 2 Cor.2:
165 1 Pet. 2: 7, 8. If we take the-words as referring to the same persons, they mean that
those who-are-humbled for sin will rise-again through the pardon he offers. (Luke 142 11.)
A sign—A divine token. S Joken'against—'rhé'op sition to Chnst culminated in the
crucifixion, and-the offence of the cross-is:not yet-ceased.  Acts.24: 5, 145 28: 22;°1 Pt 2:
12; 41 14. C . c

86. ‘A sword shall-pierce—The common view of this:clause 15 the simplest and most
natural.  Mary would experience the ‘bitter sorrow of witnessing her Son’s rejection. The
words.of Simeon found_their fulfillment when she saw him on the cross (John 19: z35.)
Others, who understand the previous verse as referring to.but one class of persons, say, “the
sharp pangs of sorrow for sin.must pierce her heart also,” (Alford.) Others say that it ye-
fers to the martyr death of Mary, or to-donbts regarding his messinhship which would trouble
her. But on the whole we préfer the old view. ** He gives the name *sword’ to that most
plercing and bitter pang, which.went through the heart of Mary, when herson was nailed to
the cross.”  (Euthymius Zigabenus.) Painters and poets have nghﬂy named her, as she
gazes in angwsh-on her crucified Son and Saviour, *“Mater dolorosa” *“mother most sor-
rowful” Thatthe thoughts — This was God’s purpose when he “set” or appointed
Christ.  ** What think ye-of Christ ?* {5 the test question for everyone. He brings out all
the best in the hmrts\ofy thosa that receive him,and the evil in the hearts-of evil men shews
itself when he is offered to them. Read John 9: 39; 3: 19; 1 Cor, 1: 23; 2. Cor. 2713, 16.
Neutrality with regard.to Christ i3 impossible, Luke 1i: 23, ) - .

. . - - i - e
IIL. * ANNA’s TesTimony. 86. Anna—Same as Hannsh. Phanuel— Same as
Penuel, Gen, 32: 30. Asher—This was one of the:tri carried away by Shalmanezer, (2
Kings 12:-6.} Many of these returned at:the.close of the capuvity when the tribal distinca
- ‘tions were obliterated and the nation became consolidated.  Isa. 153 133 Ezek. 371 22; Ezra
6:17. A prophetess—She was known to-be such by previous.utterances **in the Spirit.”
Compare Ex. 157205 Acts 2829, . R o T .
_37. Fourscore years—The exact age of Anna is not a matter of much consequence,
Lithez she was eighty-four years old, or she had been a widow eighty-four years. Constancy
in widowheod was very highly honored inthe East, Compare 1 Tim. 5t 3,5 9 How
often Queen Victoria i praiséd for cherishing so sacredly the memory of Prince Albert.
Night and day—Women were not permitted to reside in the temple, but she lodgred near
, 2nd spent her whole time in the duties of religion. Nighit is mentioned first to *“make
e fervency of %:'pious temple service-the more prominent,” (Meyer.} Acts26: 73 1 Fim.
IR . . - ?
38. Coming up-at that very hour (K. &)—1It is implied that she came suddenly and
unespectedly, while they were stll wondering at Simeon’swords. Likewise gave thanks
—The words suggest responsive singing. She took up the theme of Simeon’s song, but the
wordsare not given, To the-Lord—R, V. “To God,” both mean the same, “Lord”
sadds for “ Jehovah” Spake of him—Of whom? It ismot necesspry to-say. Looked
orredemption—~The news«does pot scem to-have made a lasting impression.  Perhaps
- these were but obscure persons like the disciples afterwards, or their prejudices may have
 juenched their faith.and zeal, or the departure into Egypt and subsequent residence of the
e Wmily in o distint Galilean village may have disﬁ?aﬁed the'impressionmade.  When Herod
made his enguires. of the priests.and scribes they do not seem to have been aware of these
- adests, of they were.purposcly silent regarding them. Redemption in Jerusalem—R.
;‘{;‘pef:edemptian of Jernsalem.”  ft is.more likely that the expectations of pious Jews
K Lnis form, - - { . . .
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SUMMARY AND REVIEW.
By I\% . James Bedl 'Tc»mﬁtt:. (8 Iﬂté B 3

The. firat part of thisdesson: PICDCHI& a picture ofun- a,ga.d .,a.m& Sm\ggn a Jus} and devout
man, : , '

B __-Notice Wt he. was oot only Just, & man of upnnht cha.mcl'ez obacrving: tb.e Taw By in«f
moral life, “kﬂsmb circumspectly befére men, but lha(. he wasalsw.a Jevout min, a min of
pi :ty, possessing deep-religious feelmg, a godly man. o «

" 1n the 25th versg, s1s stated thal the llu‘iy Ghust was upun !um in .he zﬁthumc, that he.
-was tanght of the Holy Ghust, vethat it was revealed wntohim by the Holy Ghost: inthe a7th.
Yurse, that he was led- by the Holy Ghust. . In other words, Simeon fived in the spirit, o
rather the spirit hved'n hun. this was the seceetof hisholy agpd'beaatiful character.  Simeon
was ?ltlnglu: the cunsvlatun uf Tsates, wailing tv weloome the Sav four.  Ask your scholar.
if thiy are prepared o weicue Jesus when e womes agpin,  Unless they are lving for God
25 Simeoen-did, they wall-nut Le teady to &\clyumt. the King of Kings when He comes agaln
in ‘Glmry with His holy angels. .

. The secund pos"t the lessun qbnbﬂb L,he \Iwon of the Saviuut R as outlmcd by_ Sxmcr-n"é
Song, the Nunc Dimtees g e)etu,have seen:thy saliation,” vs. 3o, Jesus our Salva-
tion, our only hope, the vnlp\Savious, the unly way frum.sin to Hollness. Jesus the Light
of tha.World, vs. 32 Just &s-ihe wurld was a-darh, and Jifcless chaos befors God creled

_ Hght ; so are our sinful bearts- alii, Jesus-the Sun I Righteuusness beam.s in- and gxua 5
S !ﬁ‘ht “In Him was:life, andxhe light was. the hgh"{ of men.” John1:

- Thc third dn'mon of the lessun cunsists-of: the I‘xuphemcs of Simeon and Anna “e
,hold this child i is-sey for the falling:and rising, again,” etc., vs. 34 Before e can fise
the positionof a child of Ged we must fall befute out Saviur’s feet asg “pendtent sinner
Ve raust suffer humiliation befure we'can en_;u) eaaltation. _ “ That the thoughts of man
heartsmuay be' ‘revealed,” va. 35 Itis only God who can see our hearts’ and read ou
secret thoughts, Al tungs ate upen toghe eyes of Him with whom- we have todo. T

. 21l them that luohed-fur redemption,” vs. 38, Jesus has-redeemed us, i. e, brought

back, He-paid the price wath His ewn-life-.un-Calsary and vpened up a new and liviag wa

LW hezabyalﬂxnenftnaybesaved. ‘ . ) . C e
» - ¢ . T .
" An Aged Saint. - - The Saviour's Mission. -
. st and Bevout, gpusaaton
. Wiiting for.Christ, i | Thg Lightofthe World-
‘ N /_ . . ) ~ o . . - 'ﬂs‘,;f b ,(*‘ -
R R Ty
\ Prophecies of Simeon and Antl,la, B

— §
Set' for the Faumg and msmg of many
Reyeals our he:srls. ’ I A
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