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" DRCEMBER 2nd, 1894.

Christ's Testimony to John. Lukk 7:24-35.

4th QUARTER,.

13

4

o~ (Commit to memory verses 27-28. )
»

Gol.nEN TENT,

« Behold I send my messenger before thyi
| MonDAY—CHrist’s Testimony to John.

. face.” Luke 7: 27. .

ProveE THAT ) |
We are to be witnesses for Christ.  Acts 1: 8,
SHORTER CATECHISM.

Quest. 104. Hhat do we pray for in the
Sourth petition? A. In the, fourth petition

(which'is, Géve us this day our daily bread), s

Dafi.y PORTIONS,
(The Salections of the I. B. R, 4.)

Luke 7: 24-35.
Turspav—Testimony of the People.
Matt, 21: 23-32.

WEDNESDAY—Terod’s Testimony.

Mark 6: 14-20.

I TiurspAY —Great in the Sight of the Lord.

Luke 1: §-17.

we pray, That of God’s free gift we may re. | Frinav—The Forerunner.

ceive a competent portion of the good things ;

of this life, and enjoy his blessing with them.

LessoNn HywMmns.

Luke'1: 67-80.

. SATURDAY-—The Voice.
1

Matt. 3: 1-12. -

 SaspaTH—A Shining Light.
Cmmmﬁw’s HymRn1 Nos. 7, 218, 27, 31. ¢ ABEA tning 8

John'5: 3138,

HELPS IN STUDYING.

INTRODUC TORY.

About four months before the date of vur fesson, lHerod Antipas had

seized John and imprisoned hin in the lonely fartress of Machaerus, situated about nine miles

Jericho O
Q Jerusalem
O Bethlehem

Wilderness (

O Machaerua
Deud | ¢

Sea
O Hebron l

L b

Jesus bade the messengers tell John what wonders they saw and heard.

east of the northern end of the Dead Sea (see ™
map). The reason for his doing 5o is given in
Matt, 14; 3-5.  During this period Jesus was
engaged in preaching and healing throughout
Galilee. The incidents whichgave rise to the
words contained in our lesson occurred shortly
after the miracle at Nain (ch. 7: 11-17), Pin-~
ing in his:lonely dungeon John seems to have ~
ctaved some reassuring word from Christ, -
and accordingly sent to him two of his disci-
ples to ask him, ** Art thou he that should
come, or look we for another?” In reply,
The recital of these,

more than any mere assurance from His lips, would cheer the discouraged prophet. Parallel

. passage Matt. 11 7-19.
LgssoN Prax.

" People.  vs. 20-3g R
I. CurisT COMMENDING JouN. 24, The
me_ssen§ers—the two disciples (verse 19).
The wilderness — of Judes, where John
preached (Matt. 3: 5). This lay along the
" west side of the Dead Sea. A reed—tell and
" slender, bending low before every gust of wind.
EJM rather a rock than a reed, firm, res-

Christ Commendfgg Tohn. vs. 24-28 1L Christ Cond'emning‘the

olute and courageous. 25. Soft raiment—
tle reminds them of the camel’s hair coat and
leathern girdle which John wore, and the
locusts and wild honey on which he fared.
King's courts .- The Herods palaces
at. Tiberias, Ceesares, Philippi Jerusa-
lem. 268. Much more than rophet
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eous to accept
Children—Jesus must have loved ‘to
children at play.

ohn, was tHe
“been predicted (Mal. 3;
than foretell the coming of Christ, he actu-

has ing y. This is the only place ih the
ally pointed him out (John 1: 20); and his | Bible where any game of theirs is referred to),
preaching prepared the people to listen to They seem to have been p]ayingat"wedding”
_the words of Jesus (John 3: 26-36). 27. My |and ‘‘funcral.” One group complains that, '
messenger—(Luke 1: 15-17, 76; Mal, 3: 13 do what they will, the others **won’t play , |
sa. 40: 3. Sec also Matt, 11: 14). The|right.” Atthe wedding they won’t dance, and =~
prophet alludes to the custom of oriental mon- | at the funeral they won’t wail,  So, Christ says,

.afchs, who sent heralds before them, when
they were about to take a journey, to pro- |
:.claim their coming, and ‘put the roads jin
proper order. 28. Least in the king-
dom of God—We know more about Christ |
- than’John did; we enjoy more of the oly
Spirit, for he applies to us the benefits pur-,
chased by Christ; Juhn was a servant, Chriat
has made us children of God's family (Rom.
8: 14-17); we belong to a new and bLrighter '

era in the history of redemption.

i
|

IL ° CurisT CONDEMAING JHLE PROFLE
29-—This verse and the peat are not a contin-
_uation of Christ’s discuurse, bul a comment
- added by Luke. Justified God—Those of
John’s disciples, including many publicans,
who heard Jesus, declared that God's plan for
-saving men was the right one, and they ac-
cepted Him to whom John had puinted them,
aud for whose coming he had prepared them, |
(Matt. 3: 55 Luke 3: 12.) Read Ps. 51043
Rom. 3: 4. 30. Rejected for themselves
‘the counsel of God—They would not re-
ceive Him whom God had sent to take away
the sin of the world. because they had not
. learned the lesson of repentance that John
-taught.  They were too proud and self-right-

. 1—Why did John send his disciples to Jesus ?

2—In what sense was John greater than all oth

. accept of the salvation offered.
“like the Pharisces and lawyers, ‘“resist the

Jo

the Pharisees disliked the searching rebukes
of John, for they did not feel that they were
sinners ; and they hated still more his own
gracions teaching for it set no value upon
their heartless, formal ceremonies. They said
that John was possessed with a devil, and
that Jesus was a bad man. 33 Neither

. eating bread nor drinking wine —living

a hermit’s life, and dining on locusts and wild
honey.  Every day was a fast-day with him

(Luke 18:12), 34, Afriend of publicans

and sinners——Tt was not true that Jesus ate -

“andyglrank to cxcess, or that he companied

with bad people because he was bad himself,
Bul it £ true that Jesus made himself a friend
aud companion uf all so that he might turn
them from sin to himself. The words they
spoke in scorn are his proudest title now.
35. Wisdom — Divine wisdom. [Prov. 8
and g; 1 Cor, 1: 23, 24. Is justified of—
Z e, **at the hands of " her children.  God’s
children approve of (7ud's plan, whether car-
ricdyout by John -r by Jesus, and gratefully
Those who,

coutsel of God,” show thereby that they are,
not God’s children,

(4)

er pmpf}et;'? (1)

3—In what sense are Christians greater than John? - (3)

4—Why did the Pharisces and lawyers retect C

(4)

hrist ?

§—To what does Christ comypare those w ho rejected both John and him?  (4)

6—Who are meant by the © children of wisdom ™2 (4)

Name

Dear Téacher.—Please excuse my absence from Sabbath School to-day, I cannot

‘come because

«Daily Portions™ and answered the questions as well as I could,
verses in addition to the Gojden Text, and

‘to memory
chism and have recited them to

I send with this my Weekly Offering of

. I have read-the
I have committed .’
Questions in the Cate- =
1 was at church

cents,

e



