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CONSTANT CHRISTMAS.

BY PHILLIFS BROOKS.
The sky can still remember
The earliest Christmas morn,
Swhen in the cold December
The Saviour Christ was born.

And still in darkness clouded,
And still in noonday light,

It feels its far depths crowded
With angels fairand bright.

No star unfolds itsglory,
Ro trumpet wind is blown,
Bat tells the Christmas story
In mausic of its own.

No eager strife of mortals,
In busy field or town,
But sees the open portals
Through which the Christ came down

O never failing spleador/
O neversilent song !

Still keep the green earth tender,
Still keep the grey earthstrong.

Still keep the brave earth dreaming
Of deeds that shall be done,

While children’s lives come strecming
Like sunbeaws from the sun.

O angels sweet and splendid,
Throng in onr hearts and sing

The wonders which atterded
The coming of the Xing.

Tiil we too, boldly pressing
Where once the shepherds trod,
Climb Bethlehem’s Hill of Blassing
Ard find the Sen of God

A DELEGATES EXPERIENCE.

P

Dzar Cousiy Bessie:—1I have had such a delight,
ful experience lately, that T feel I want to tell you all
about it. It seems such a funny thing for a little gir]
like me to be a delegate to a Missionary Convention-
but such I was Jast month. One day at our Mission
Band meeting our President, Miss Campbell, told us
that the Woman’s Missionary Society was going to
hold a2 Convention in S , 2 town a few miles
away, and she wanted to appoint one of our Band
members as delegate. Well, what do you think they
did? They chose me. I wasso delighted and excited
about it, mamma said she was seriously afraid some-
thing would happen me before I got away, but
nothing d.d, and Tuesday morring saw Miss Campbell
and me safely on the train on our way to S

We went directly from thestation to the church
where the meeting was to be held, and found about
one hundred ladies there before us. We were alittle

2

| late and when we entered two ladies were conducting

the opening devotional axercises. As I listened a
great hush came over me for I felt there was One
there whom we could not see,

There was a sweet-faced lady sitting behind a little
table whom the ladies called * Madame President,”
and when the opening exercises were concluded, she
asked the officers to come upon the platform. Then
she brought ferward and introduced such a dear, old
lady, whom she said had at ons time been President.
She was so sweet I couid not but think of my dear,

old Grandmamma at home and wish I could see her.
I would like to have gone up to' the platform and
Lissed this dear, old lady, bat «f courss this would
not have been in keeping with the dignity of a
delegate,
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I wish you could have scen all those ladies sitting
there so patiently for three whole days with paper
and pencil, trying so hard to take in everything that
was said. I had always thought thet the ladies who
attonded these conventions were ladies who had

nothing to do, like Mrs. Judge Burnham. 3But they |

all appeared to be hard-working women, like my own
dear mamma, and they all did seem tolove the mission-
ary work so dearly. One afternoon they had. an
experience meeting, and it was very interesting to
hear them teil how much good the Woman's Mission-
ary Society had done them. Some said that before
they joined the Society, they had been so taken up
with self they had no time to think of anything else,
but now they felt it to be a pleasure to deny them-
selves all they possibly could. to help forward this
greatwork. Iwould have liked to have told how much
I loved our Mission Band, but I felt ashamed when I
thought how very little I had ever denied myseif for it.

Of course the ladies talked about a great deal of
business a little girl like me could not be expected to
be interested in or understand. But some of these

questions seemed to be of great importance, for often
two or three of the ladies wanted to talk at once.
But I can tell you whenever the word ¢ Mission Bang”
was mentioned I was wide enough awake. OQurdear
Mission Dand Cor.-Sec. gave such anice report of the
work all the Bands had been doing during the year, and
of how much money had been raised. .Aud Oh, Cousin
Bessie! She made special mention of our own Band
and told of somework we had done. I felt my chezks
getting sorad that I wasafraid people would notice me.

But what I liked the best of all the Convention was
on Wednesday evening, when a real, live Missionary
was introduced to us.  She is a trained nurse in one
of our Hospitals on the Pacific coast, and is just my
idea of what a nurse should be.  Her face is so pleas-
ant and kind, and her hands looked so smooth and
sult, I almost wished myself a little Indian girl so
that I could have her wait on me when I am sick.
But when I heard her tell of bow few patients the
hospital would hold, and that the Indians often came
three hundred miles for treatment and medicine, I con-
cluded that if I were a little Indian girl there would
be no room for me among so many other sick ones,
so I thanked God that I had been so fortunate as to
be born in Ontarie.  She said that there was only our
doctor and a doctor sent by another church in an area
of onc hundred thousand square miles. Why papa
thinks it is terrible if he has to drive twenty miles to see
o patient, and when I told him abeut Dr. Smith he
just gave that peculiar whistle of his and never said a
word, but I saw him drop scmething into my mite
box afterwards. Then she told us how ignorant, de-
graded and superstitious the Indians were before they
heard the bleseed story of Jesus, and how changed
they became when they learned to love Him. She
said she had always becu so kindly received by the
people and allowed to read and pray with them,
and when she told of how many of these poor

Indians there were who never yet had heard of Jesus,
1 felt that if God would allow me, when I grew to be
a woman, I would so like to go and tell them of Jesus
and His great love for them.

‘There is a great deal more I might tell you, but I
think my letter is long enough. ‘L'he very besl wish
I have for you is that some day you may be fortunate
enough to be a delegate yourself.

Your loving Cousin,

- A.C. V., Ontario. MARGARET.

IN MEMORIAM.

Miss Jennie M. Ford, whose death on the Mission
Field in China, has been so widely deplored, was born
in Ontario, but, when very young, removed with her
parents, first to Chicago and afterwards to Milwaunkee.

Shs very early manifested those qualities which,
form what may be called an inherited tendency toward
the religious life, and tbis was cultivated in a Christian
home and fostered by the influence of church and
Sunday school. Small wonder that when but a child
she consecrated herself to God and began the service
of Tesus. The Seed of the word found fertile soil in
her heart, and itsgrowth wasrapid and strong. Trials
only seemed to make her Christian character more
sturdy and stalwart. She was naturally of a studious
disposition. and she became a diligent student of the
Word of God. That word became the man of her
counsel and the guide of her life. Her familiar ac-
quaintance with it was the sword with which she re-
pelled the darts of evil. She delighted in all forms
of Christian work that came to hand, and in the choir,
Sunday School and Epworth League, she was ever
ready and always heipful. .

It was while she was in I.ondon that her mind was
strongly led out toward mission work, in which she
had slways manifested a keen interest, . It was about
that time that our medical mission in China was
instituted, and a conversation she had with Dr. Hart,
prior to his going out as head of that mission, decided
her to offer herself and prepare for that work. In
proparation for it she spent two years in the city hos-
pitals in London, from which she graduated as pro-
fessional nurse in the spring of 1894. In the autumn
of that same year she hopefully bade good bye o
loving friends, whom she wculd never see more on
earth and set out for her distant mission field in
Chentu, China. Aftera short two years of difficult,
and arduous, and anxious toil, just as the first diffi-
gulties were being overcome and she was beginning
to master the intricacies of the language, she was '
called home to be with God. ,

Across a channel of fierce and fiery pain—conscious
of the pain but unscenscious of the gentle ministra-
tions of loving friendship that would fain have as-
suaged it, she passed to be glorified with Him whom
she had served.

And so she lies in that far-away land, alien skies
canopying her grave and strange flowers blooming
about it to await the day when His own shall be
gathered from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

[From the Paper read by Mrs. Strachan.]
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IN LITILE F4CES.

S————re

¢ In little fares pinched with cold and hunger,
Look, lest ye miss Him ! Inthe wistful cyes,
And on the mouths unfed by mother kisses,
Marred, bruised, and stained, His precious image lies !
And when ye find Him in the midnight wild,
Even in the likeness of an outcast child,

O wise men, own your King !

Befoie this cradle bring

Your gold, to raise and bless,

Your myrrh of tenderness. !

For, ‘as ye do it unto’these,’ saith e,

¢Ye dojtunto me !’ ¥

-

FIELD STUDY FOR DECEMBER.

IN A NEW DRESS FOR THIS OCCASION.
CHuistMas AND MEDIcAL MISSIONS.

Two young girls enter ; one with a branch of fir or
evergreen in her hand, singing sofily to herself one
verse of “ Crown Him Lord of all” or sume other
appropriate Chrisimas hymn. Another approaches
her and says—

.—*T suppose this is some of the Christmas deco.
ration—it is always pretty and fresh, but I have
- sometimes wondered whether it had any meaning.”

IL—*Why, yes, X suppose the use of ike evergreen
means that we are keeping the memory of this
precious season fresh and green in our hearts and per-
‘haps too, itis & fitting type of the mission of Him
whose birth we celebrate.”

III..—*Isaiah says the birth of Jesus Christ was the
breaking forth of 2 root out of a dry ground, the begin-
ning of ‘a growth which shall cover the whole earth
and make the wilderness and the desert place to be
like a garden.”

L—*1tis certain that Christmas season does en-
courage and cultivate kindly feeling, forgiveness of
enemies, love ta litile children and a thousand other
goad impulses and emotions, but tell me, is it not be-
cause we know the story of the wonderful birth and
the lessons taught us by the life and death of our
Saviour?”

II.—* Of course it is! What meaning can the Christ-
mas season have to those who know not the story of
the Manger and the Cross? What meaning does it
have to {he nations who are sitting in  darkness—
the heathen nations?

IIT.—%I'm afraid there are a good many in our own
land who lose sight altogether of the micaning of
Christmas and only think of it as a time for the giving
and receiving of gifts, a time for family re-union and
parties and social enjoyments.”

IL.—* Oh, if they leave Jesus outof the Christmas

season they Jeave out all the beauty and significance
of it. Heisthe gift which gives value to all other
gifts.”

I.—*Yes, I know he came to give gifts unto men,
but then they were spiritual gifts”

I[.—* Not altogether. - opened blind eyes, you
remember ; Ho caused the lame to walk and the dumb
to speak. He gave bread to the hungry multitude
and cured the bodies as well as the souls of men.”

11I.—% It seems 1o me that in doing Medical Mis-
sionary work people are following Christ more fully
than if they only took the Gospel to the heathen.”

1I.—* That is just what our Woman's Missionary
.Society is doing and they feel that the women and
children have special claims upon them, for they
suffer most from the ignorance of the native doctors
who are not doctors at all, but only jugglers who prac-
tice tricks. It is awful to read about them.”

—'*Ien’t it grand that so many young women
have studied medicine and nursing, and gone out,
even from our own land, prepared to minisisr to both
soul and body? ”

IIL.—*Yes, I read in the leaflet how, while
patients are waiting in the Dispensary for their turn
to come, the missionary always tells them about Jesus
and poiuts to Him as the great Physician.”

I—¢Do you know the names of any who have

gone from Canada?”

II.—Dr. Gifford went in 1893—she soon married
but did good service fo. us in China as Dr. Kilborn,
-till the riots came, and indzed since then. She with-
draws from our work in Febreary, but it was decided
at the Board meeting to send another doctor ard
nurse'soon to China. Miss Ford went out thete in
1894, as a trained nurse, but alas, he: work thers is
ended. Isn’t is lovely 1hat the orobanage she wanted
so much is to be built there now and to be called

{ #¢The Jennie Ford Home ¢” .

I1II,—* Lovely indeed! and Dr. Maud Killam went
from Nova Scotia last year and bids fair to do valuable
service. Her letters are so interesting, as indeed all
the Missionary letters are. Then there is Miss Foster(”

II.— Miss Spence, too, has done grand work at
Port Simpson Hospital, also Miss Lawrence and
Miss Stevenson. Oh, they are a grand army of
workers altogether!”

I.—%1 think that idea of the other Candidates
going into training in the Deaconess Home is a fine
one, for they do say that they need to know a little
of.evc’:rything in a foreign land, so many emergencies
arise.”

IL—*Wel}, I should think so-——and I tell you what,
girls, they do need our prayers. I think somore and
more every time I hear them speak! This work grows
upon me.”

II—*I wish it would grow upon the whole
church.”

I.—The Church would grow more if it had more
of the Missionary spirit. That’s what I think about
it,
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HE pretty town of Whitby, Ont., was more than
ugually astir the last week in the month of Oc-
tober, ‘97, because of the presence in its midst
of fifty ladies from ali the Provinces of the Do-

minion, representatives of the W. M. 8§ met to talk

over the successes of the past year, and to plan new
work for the future. The weather was all that could
be desired, as was also the kind welcome given in
hospitable homes, Church and town. Mrs, Strachan’g
report of the various mission fields was, very interest-
ing, and told of good work done by omr faithful
missionaries. The Home Report showed no lack of
interest and zeal in cur home workers. Total amount
raised by Branches, Auxiliaries anl Bands for
last year, was 830,455.32,an increase of §8'73r1.18.
There are 630 auxiliaries in the society—increase 17,
there are 15,071 members, including 843 life members
and 5,833 Band members. §83.20 of this amount
sent in by the Manitoba and North West Branch, was
given through a little crippled boy, Herbie'Bellamy, of
the Moose Jaw Aux. He has no use of his hands and

Mrs. Carcary showed a littleletter written with his

foot. We hope to be able to give this letter next

month to the girls and boys of the Mission Band, and
to tell them a little more about this dear bov who
skows so much love for Jesus.

Wednesday an interesting memorial service was
held by Mrs. Ross, and a tender sketch of Miss Jennie
Ford’s life, written by her Uincle, part of which we
give in our pages this month, was read by Mrs.
Strachan. The meeting adjourned somewhat earlier
than usual, to admit of the aceeptance of 2 kind invi-
jation from Dr. Hare, Principal of the Ladies’ College,
to a reception within its hospitable walls, where two
or three hours were delightfully spens. It 'was really

a delicious break in the midst of details and statistics,
and fully appreciated. This] College .s beautifully
situated and brilliantly lighted for this occasion
made an imposing picture as we drove up'to the
door. We were escorted into various rooms and
peeped into dormitories, in which, here and there,
were groups of sunny-faced young girls. We much
admired the home like aspect of the place. Then
came an invitation to the dining-room, where little
tables for four were invitingly set aud a geunerous te-
past was served by teachers and pupils. Later on,
choice music, consisting of sweet songs and fine organ
and violin rolos, was given by the young ladies.
After pleasant speeches and mutual good wishes, the
guests departed, well pleased with the entertain .ent.

In the Anniversary meeting, held in the evening,
Miss Spence told of successful work done among the
Indians, and of 1he improvement in their lives, and
of work still to be done; and Miss Veasey told of
Japan, of the encouragements and diffienlties in that
field. Both of these faithful missionaries, unconscious-
ly to themselves, revesled their own great adaptibility
to the work. Let us not forget that they are at home
for a much needed rest!

Miss Hattie Jost, of NovaScotia, who has been some
time in the Deaconess Home, was introduced to the
Board, and carried the hearts of all with her, as she

touchingly told of the way in which she had been led -

to devole herse:f to this blessed work. It was decided

that she must go very soon, so as to reach Japan-

before Christmas. Let the prayers of all our young
people go with her as she goes to that untried land
and work. It was decided that a small Orphanage
be buiit this year in Chentu, to bo called *‘The Jeanie
Yord Home,” and it was agreed to ask Mission Bands
and Epworth Leagues to give a * Thank-offering * for
the building of this Orphanage. A new Doctor and
Nurse are to be sent, as soon as possible, to China.
The petition against slavery and ill-treatment of Chin-
ese girls, in British Columbia, is to be seut direct to
the Government. The action of our Japan ladies, ix
opening up work in Nagano, was heartily approved.
In reference to Mission Circles and Bands being
merged in Ep. Leagues, it was earnestiy recommended
that Circles and Bands maintaiz their identity and
work as separate societies. Resolutions of good will
and continued interest were seut Mrs. Gooderham
and Mrs. Large, now in Japan. We give a part of
one of the many Resolutiors passed : '

Resolved,— That the thauks of this Beard be given
to Mrs. Gordon Wright, Editor of the W, M. . de-
partment, of the Out/ovk; Miss Smith, Editor of ThE
Pary BraxcH ; and to Miss Ogden. Sec-Treasurer
of the Literature and Publication Il partmnent, for
their self-denying work ard”labor of love, during the
past year.”

A very happy Chrigtmas to all eur readers !

Do not forget that next month will be the beginning
of the New Year. That % the time, for those who
have not already done so, 1e subscribe for the PALY
Braxcy, ‘

7s
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CANON WILBERFORCE'S PRAYER.
Lord, for to-morrow and its needs
I do not pray ;
Keep me, my God, from stain of sin
Just for today.

Let me both diligently work
And truly pray ;

Let me be kind in word and deed,
Just for today.

Let me no wrong or idle wond,
Unthinking say ;

Set Thou a seal upon my lips,
Juet for today.

From Thy Commandments, gracious Lotd,
May I not stray,

But faithful and obedient prove,
Just for today.

So, for to-morrow and its needs,
I do not pray,

But keep me, guide me, love me, Lord,
Just for today.,

ooy

“ THE LONGED-FOR LEADER."

CONTINUED FROM NOVEMBER NUMBER,

You must be 2 “Leader.” It is not aleader’s place
to do all the work herself. Itis hers to direct, suggest,
plan, control. Therefore, every member of the Band
can be utilized to further the successof the work. In
its spiritual exercises, programmes, visiting, etc., each
member can be made useful. Let the Leader arrange
for ker work and workers, previous to coming to the
meeting, and except for the time and work spent in

organizing, planning and directing, the carrying out of

the work need not altogether devolve upon her. The
members will feel all the more in Inve with and loyal
to the cause, if they find they are needed for its ad-
vancement., But grea’ ‘dre should be taken that the
work be properly distributed, and to do this the
Leader must know the members,

Therefore, be the Friend of each member in the
Band. A child soon knows who cares for it. Vour
loving sympathy and helpfulness will soon win the
heart of every member in the Band. It does not re-
quire great acts for you to pro\s your love to them.
A visit,if one is ill ; » willing ear to listen to their
troubles;"a kind word of advice or warning; all will
show that each individual is dear to your heart. And
when you have won their confidence, respect and love,

you will find willing feet to run with messages, ready-

hands to perform the tasks, loving hearts to sacrifice
for the cause so dear to you sl

3

Let me here mention a few things that will help in
the closing up of a successful yeat’s work: Aim to
have every member’s fee paid as soon as possible after
the beginning of the year ; keep the mite-box giving
before the members—not that a few cents be placed
in the box at the close of the year, but encourage
thera to small sacrifices on some true basis, sush as
that of the beautiful true story that comes into our
Auxiliary this year. It will do you all good to know it,

Inadingy, back-room, without even the necessaries
of life and none of its luxuries, sits alittle crippled crea-
ture. Deformed <rom birth—without any power to use
hands or feet—f&wo bright eyes look out from 2 mas-
sive head, where, thank God, the reason is clear and
bright to realize God'’s love and care forher. To this
sister was given a mite-box. Some one now and then
would give Nellie a cent for candy, for though a
woman in years she isa child in many ways, She
loves the bits of sweets, but some lady had told her
of her heathen sisters far awhy, and she is bright
enough to grasp the fact, that life without Christ would
be sad indeed, What could poor Nellie do without
the Saviour? . So the poor trembling, shrunken hand
drops the p-mmy into the box, and each mite is.a
golden coin 1.« the Master's sight. Sixty-seven gold-
en coiné ; they will soon be performing their mission.
May we not hope great things from such a source?
Only sixty-seven black coppers, but golden with the
victory over self, that each represents;

¢¢Tis not what we gize, but what we skare,
For the gift without thegiver is bare.”

You, dear Leader, wil! strive to keep up the member-
ship, by visitation, and enquiry after absent members,
You need not always go yourself, your willing work-
ers will often run on such an errand for you.
Having your visiting committee, this work will be
well and faithfully done. ‘

Dear Band Leader, set apart for this year to be the
Leader oar cause has longed for, it means toil and
self-sacrifice on your part, but the reward will be great,
if, at the end of the year, you see God’s blessing on
your labors in the group of earnest, loyal, loving work-
crs for Christ, whose toil and gifts are commensurate
with their love,

How beautifully Whittier expresses the true, loving
service ; :

Hands that ope but to receive
Empty close. They anly live
Richly, who can richly give.

Love that self-forgetful gives,
Sows surprise of ripened sheaves,
Late or soon his own receives,

In closing let me say, that, in order to make your
Band a success for this one year. if it be possible, lay
aside all that interferes with the devoting of yourself
and time to that purpose. The failure of many is
uften due to overcrowded hands and minds,

The yoke is easy, and the burden is light for all
who have with them the Christ of God.  If He is thy
Leader, Teacher, Friend, thou canst not help but be
the Leader “ beloved and longed for.”

M. Louise D’Onsaxys
8t, John, N, B, Sept. ‘57,
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Address—CoUSIN Jov, 282 Princess St.‘St.John, N, B,

When Colsin Joy was at the_Board_meeting this
year, she was very kindly entertained in 2 home where
there was & dainty little twin girl, four years old,
who had come on a visit to her Grandma. This little,
girl chanced to be out with a friend on a night which
would have been very dark but for the shining of the

stars. As she drew near home she looked up to the
sky and said, * You may go in now, little stars, I see
my Gran'ma’s light” Wasn't she a dear lile yirl?
She thought that all those bright little stars had come
out in the sky just to see her safe homo. And if they
had, it would not have been the first time that a star
had proved a guide.

Nearly nincteen hundred years ago, wise men fol-
lowed a star which led them to the home of a litlle
child—za home which aiter all was but *A manper
full of hay,” and yet the home of Him who was to be
their King. Wiwo was the little Child ?

Dear Cousin Joy:—I am a member of the « Day-
spring” Mission Kand, I take the PALu Branch, and
find your Cosy Uorner very interesting. I think I
have found the answers to three of the QOctober puzzles,
1st, Let brotherly love continue; 2nd, Come unto
me and I will give you rest; 3rd, Lavinia Clarke., I
am sending you a puzzle which I hope you will think
worth publishing. Your loving Cousin,

Nappan, N. 8. MINNIE BLENKHORN.

Dear Cousin Jov:—As we have never written to you
before, we thought we would write to you now. We
belong to the Sunbeaw ilission Band; we take THE
Parym Braxca and find it very interesting, especially
the puzzle department. Wo think we have found the
answers to the Qctober puzzles, they are as follows:
1st. Gospel Senders Mission Band ; 2nd, Arthur C.
Borden; 3rd, Charlottetown.

Your loving Cousins,
Louise Duraxr,
Lucreria DURANT.,

Dzar Cousin Juy:—I thought I would write you a
letter, I belong to the Onward Mission Band, of
Cornwall, P. E. I. I take Tue Paim Brancy, and
like it very much I think I have found the answers
to some of the Qcieber puzzles. They are (Second)
“Come unto me and I will give you rest” (Third)
TLavinia Clarke* I think I will ¢lose, _~——=

S Yours truly, MABELYDRAKE.

Dear Cousiy Joy:—We held a meeting of the
Cheerful Toilers Mission Band, Sept. 6th,, and elected
our new officers for the coming year which are as
follows: Mrs. Geo. Calhoun, President; Mrs, Chas,
Hutchihgs, Vice-President ; Lizzie White, Secretary ;
Annie Tyner, Assisiant Secretary ; Anna Cassidy,
Cor-Secretary ; May Johnston, Treasurer. Wo also
take the PALM BrANCH and find it very interesting.

Yours truly, Anna E. Cassipy, Cor.-SEc.

St. John. .

Dear Cousiy Jov:—I belong to the May-flower
Mission Band, of Bloomfield. Iam alittle girl, twelve
yearsold. I got ten subscribers to Tae Paty BRANCH.
I take THE PaLM BRANCH, and like it very much. I
think I have found the answer tothe first puzzlein
the November PaLm BrancH, It is Gospel Senders
Missioit Band. Iwill now close. Your Cousin

Bloomfield, Car. Co. MyYRTLE,

«He came to bringa glorious gift,
* Good will to men!” and why ?

Because He loved us, Jesus came
For us to live and die.

Then sweet, and long the angels’ song
Again we raise on bhigh."

Dear Cousin Jov:—I think I have found the ans-
wer to two of the puzzles for October; they are, La-
vinia Clarke and “ Come unto me and I will give you
rest.” I belong to the Loyal Workers Mission Band,
Montague. Wé have 18 members. We had more
last year but some of them have dropped off. Our
youngest member is only four years. Our Bandmeets
every second Friday after schoo). We take the PArm
Buancu and like it very much. Your loving Cousin,

Sapie MARTIN.

PuzzLES FOR DECEMBER.

1 am composed of 19 letters,

My 2, 3. 13,18, 6, the original pen,

My 4,18, &, is to be sick.

My 14, 1, 9, 10 is what we find on the shore.

My 8, 11, 12, 4, 17, a month.

My 19, is a vowel,

My whole is the names of two devout Jews, whom we have

been studying about in our Sabbath Scheols Iately. - .

Charlottetown,

I am composed of 18 letters,
My 8, 6, 2, is something precious,
My 11, 3, 4, 10, belongs to the [airies, ’
My 3, 13, 9, 2, isa very small particle,
My 7, 15, 13, 1, is & musical instrument.
My 8, 7, 8, 1, is a sticky substance.
My 18, 2, 12, 13, }4, isa not uncommcs: nam 2, .
My wholeis one of the most sacred names: fiven to qur Savioar.
1 am composed of 35 letters,
My 11, 14, 23, 7, is one of the seasons,
My 14, £8, 22, b, 10, is a small passage, .
My 18, 3, 33, 19, 34, is somethiug we use every day.
My 12, 32, 24, 21, 15, is a musical instrument.
My 1, 5. 23, 18, 4, 10, is something gocd to eat,
My 26, 21, 34, 31, is something to held fowers,
My 2, 6, 8, 14, 26, 27, is made of eight.
My 9, 14, 17, 21, is an exclamation,
My 20, 2. 4. 21, 1, 27 is a boy’s name,
My 25, 29, 25 28, 20, 30,32, mcans to that place. -
My 13, is a consopant,
My whole is & proverb.
Nappan. LLIAN BLAIR & NeLuiE CoaTEs,

MABEL.
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BHYUN.

Solo.—Children, can you truly tell,
Dn you know the story well,
Every girl and every boy,
Why the angels sang for joy
|| On the Christras morning ? ||

All—Yes, we kno¥ the story well ;
Listen now,; ind hear us tell,
Every little gltl and boy,
Why the dfigiels sang for Joy
|| On tli& Christmas morning. |f
Shephetds Rt upon the ground, -
Fleeay floths lay scattered round,
When & brlghmess filled the sky,
And & #6g was beard on high
|| Oft the Christmas morning. || ~

Joy and peace the angels sang,
Far the pleasant echoes tang,
Peuacd bh earth, to men good will,
Hatk | the angels sing it still,

‘f On the Christmas morning. ||

For 4 little babe this day
Cradled in 2 manger lay,
Bbn or earth our Lord to be -
I'lis the wondering angels see
|f On the Christmas morning. ||

The music may be obtained from W. H. Boner. 1102 Chestout
Street, Philadelphia, Price fifteen cents. :

. [If the musié cannot be obtained now, this would make a good
dial(l)Fug for 6me large girl and two little girls and two little boys,
or all girls, if preferred.] .

LET4ER FROM REV. W. J. KIRBY.

. DuAx CBILDREN oF THE PALM BrancH: I amwrit-
ing o1 the fifth of November, and I amreminded that
that i just twenty days from Thanksgiving Day—and
that again just one month from Christmas Day, and
thit once rore, one week from New Year's Day, and
then don’t forgetito head your letters 1898,

Have you anything to be thankful for? “ Why
yes,” I almost hear some child say, “I am thankful
for Christmas Day.” Well, why? ¢ Because we al-
ways have a good time, plenty of fruit and candies,
and presents, and lots of things.”  Well, is that all ?..
I am thankful for what Christmas Day commemorates;
thankful for a lovely little baby born o that day
hundred of years ago.

I’s ¢:1e He had a very strange cradle, but he had a
choir which came all the way from Heaven to sing
about Him. He had a2 wonderful Star which guided
some very wise men a long way across the desert to
see Him, and worship Him. He was with the cattle
in a stable, but such company as he had did not often
come to see a little baby,

In our city 2 mother had

h three little babies come |
to her house at one tims.and cverybodyaanted to sve |

these little triplets, but when one baby comies to our
homes ouly a very few are anxious to come and see
it. Bub here was a baby born, and very wise mon,
very good men, and even Angels, came to see and
celebrate the event, , - } .

Now it appears to me that if there was so much in-
terest tuken in the little babe.in Bethlehem it must
have been an important event, I‘read in the Bible
that « Angels deslred to look into it and then I
think of what the great Apostle Paul said, ¢ Great is
the mystery of Godliness, God manifest in the flesh,”
then I think again that when they found a name for
this baby it was a name which meant a good deal.

He was called * Jesus,” and that means “ Saviour,”
and explanation was given that He was called divine
because He should save from sin. ‘Then I notice He
had another name, * Immanuel,” and that was said to
mean ** God with us,” and now I seem to hear some-
body saying, “why, of course, Jesus was a Saviour and
being God as well as man, He was able to save to the
uttermost all that cams unto God by Him.”
~ Now I haveit, I am tharkful for Christmas because
it celebrates the coming into this world of one who
can save me from that awful thing, sin. All the time
I am enjoying myself on Christmas day I wantto re-
member that if Jesus had not come to our earth as
our Savieur, we should not have had a Christmas day
to be.thankful for. While we thank God for this
happy day, let us not forges there are millions of
people who know nothing of Chtistmas day, because
they know nothing of the Oneé who was born to save.

A happy Christmas and & happy New Vear toall
the Mission Band childrets {11 the world. ,

Yours, &c.. ,
o W. J. Kirpy.

4 LADy.

[N

REEIFATION,

1 know a lady in thisTasd

Who carries 2 Chines# fiiss in her hand,

But in her heart dotd she carry a thought

Ofher Chinese sister; Who carefully wrought
. The dainty, delicaté silken toy,

For her to admire afd enjoy ?

This lady has on bet parlor floor

A lovely mg, frors Syrian shore;

Its figures are woven with curious art—

1 wish that my Iady had in her heart

One thought of lg}e for those foreign homes,
Where the light of the gospel nuver comes.

Tao shield my Iady from chilling draft,

Is a Japanes¢ freeh of curious craft..

She takes thé somfort its presence gives,

But in her liektt siot one thought lives—

Not one litt1é thought—ab, me! sh, me!

For the comfoftless homes that lie over the sea,

My lady in gown of silk is arrayed,
The fabric s3oft was in India made, )
Will she think OF the country whence it came 7
Will she make & offering in His name,
To send the perfett, heavenly dress,
The mantle of Christ’s own righteousness,
To those who are poor and sad and foxlom,
To'thuse who know net that Christ is born 2
. Weim oy Weklthc
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. LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Miss J.M. McGeary, Brantford, writes—Dear Miss
Smith: At the Hemilton Conference Branch meetiug,
held last week in Guelph, 2 resolution was most un-
ammously carried, expressive of the appreciation in
which your most efficient services as Editor of the
Palm Branch ars held by the officers and members of
that Branch of the Woman's Missionary Society, and
of the value of your paper to Band and Cirole work,
It was ordered, that 1, as the newly elected Mission
Band Corresponding Secretary for the Branch, forward
this rasolution of thanks to you, and at the same time
assure you of the heartier sympathy and co-operation
of this Branch this year.

The Prize Banner for incresse in Circle or Band
membership in our Bra'xch was this year captured by
the Woodstock Mission Circle, which, at the be-
ginning of the year, had a membership of seven
av,. reported eighty at the close, an increase
ot seventy-three! Mrs, Hoare, the President,
said, in receiving the Banner, that it was only by per-
sistent, continuous.sffort and hard work they achieved
their success. I was also encouraged by receiving
news of 2 new circle started at Nassagarvey, only
three days after the Branch meeting. Mrs. Gayfer;,
our Recording Secretary and an indefatigable Band
worker, read us a most hielpful paper on ‘“ Suggestive
Hints for Band Work ” which, at the request of the
Branch, will be printed in leaflet form, and which I
am sure every Cucle‘and ‘Band or Junior League
worker ought to have in their possession as socon as
possible. Would you mind stating this through your
paper, or rather, ask all such to b= on the look-out for
it, as soon as pablished.

MoNTREAL BRANCH.

Miss E. S. Bailey, Cor. Sec, Mission Bands, writes—
Itis with much pleasure that I forward the enclosed
copy of a resolution passed at the annual meeting of
the Montreal Conference Branch, held in Cornwall,
in Qctober: o

Resolved—That this Branch authorize the Cor. Bec.
of Mission Bands' to couvey to Miss Smith, Editor
of ParLx Braxck, their appreciation of the value of

the Parm Branch, as an educational force among
our young people. Carried unarimously.

Bay oF QUINTE BRaNCH.

We are pleased to report a year of fair progress for
the Circles and Bands of this Branch. Five new so-
cieties have been orgavized, two of which have not
been reported in this paper, viz: Dalrymple and
Courtice, The former remitted §28,50 to Branch
Fréasurery the latter $25.000  Qshaway Bimcoe Stedes

Mission Band has the honor of being the Banner Band
of the Branch, having contributed the Jargest amount
to the funds of the Branch, Lindssy Excelsior Circle
takessecond place in this respect, and reports one new
life-member, Miss Tillie Rogers. Albert College Miss-
ion Band takes third place in regard to finances,.
baving returned $52.00 to Treasurer. Tweed, Sun-
beam, has done. good work during the year, anumber .
of conversions having taking place in the Band, the .
subJects of which are now taking part in prayer meet-
ings, ‘Che President, Miss Eunice Wilson, is one of our
new life-members. ‘The latest and youngest life~em-
ber of the Branch is Miss GeOrglanna B. Walt, a baby
girl of two months.
- M, G, HawLEY.

. LoNDON BRANCH.

Derwent, Ont.——On Wednesday afternoon, °°pt '
2gth, the Auxiliary of the Methodist Church, Derwent,
held its annual meeting. One of the most interesting
features of the mieeting was the address given to the
achool chxldren, who have recently formed a Mission
Band, which is to be known as the Salem Mission’
Baud, Mirs. Evans, of London, District Organizer,
gave a pleasing and profitable sﬁdress, and also ably-
questioned the children as to the duties of theirseveral
offices, Mrs. Boyd, of London, also entertained the .
little people for a short time, after which refreshments
were served. - Our officers are as_follows: President,
Maud Beattie; Vice-President, ].‘.dmn Hare Secretary,
Oliver McCallum ; Treasurer, Ethel Dibb. The out-
look for our Band is bright and promising, and we
pray that we all may ever have the presence of the
Divine Guide, and that-we may do what God m!ls,
hasten the coming of our Master's ngdom e

N B . AND P B L .BRANCE

Mission Bands pleasetake note: The basis of com-
pentmn for the Banner this year will be the greatest -
increase of subscriptions to Paru- Bnmcn in pmpor.
zmn {o the memberslup

Questzon Drawer will be open next montha--please )
take advantage of it.

NOVA SCOTIA ISRAI\CH

The Lone Star Band, Bermuds, reports: ' The out»' N
look for the coming year is promising. - Quite x pum-
ber of new members will probably join ovr band- -

The officers for 18g7- 98, are : President, Mrs, A, A -
Abell; Vice-President, Mrs. A. D. Hollis; Treasutcr, .
Miss Rosxc Moore ; Rec.-Secretary, Miss Iutﬁe J ones; -
Cor.-Secretary, sts Ruby Siggins, ,
Mazrcia B, Braing, ’
144 Tower Ruud Halifax. Mission Bagd Secy.



