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Then and Now.

In the far past, the dim, prophetic ages,
When this fair world was young,

When truth was only uttered by the suges,
Or by the poets sung,

Men revelled in their fancy's weird creations,
And in the starry skies

They read the fate of orapires and of nations
And their own destinies.

But when the star appesred, whose glorious shining
Showed where the Christ was horn,

Too pure and deep, bayoend their strange divining,
They turned from it with scorn;

They would notsee in that poor, lowly stranger
The Christ that was to be.

Nor the true secret, hidden in a manger,
Of hbuman destiny.

So the world spurned a heritugge more royal
Than earth could ¢'er confer,

And only the few wise and truly loyal
Brought gifts of gold and wyrrh.

Angd still the star is shining and its glory
Streams wide o'er all the earth,

Still telling to our hearts the wondrous story
Of that mystevious birth:

Still luring to the goeal, the apened portal,
The promised Heaven to faith,

No sleep eternal, but a life itnmortal,
A life that amiles at desth.

And do men yet despise, as in earth’e morning,
Their nobler destiny? .
Huste, haste the time when, grown tos wise for
scorning,
A world shall bow its knee!
St. John. S.ES

Christmas Gifts.

Christine snd Isabel wera not sisters, although
almost cverybody called them so, for they lived
together, and locked very muchalike. Their eyes

were just the samo shade of blue;and their yellow |

hair, brush it 2own as much es they would, turned
up in just the same sort of curls over the head of
each. They were not of the same age, though the
birthday «f eech was the 22d of February, fur Chris-
tine was born a year before Isubel. Grandps
sometimes said they were just as old as George
Washington, but they knew that wag only in fun.
They live together, because Isabel's mother died
when she vas enly two weeks old, and then her
aunt, Christine’s mother, tock her home, and has
taken care of her ever since.  So thelittle cousing
are just like wisters to each other.

This year they ure very happy wetting ready for
Coristmas; for when grandpa came te Thanksgiving
he presented to each of the little girls a bright five-
dollar gold piece. At first Tsabel said she was al-
ways going to keep hers to remember grandp: by;
but Christine said she should always remember
grandps without any guld piece, and she was going
to spend hers for Christmss presents; and pretty
soon Isabel decided to spend hers too. First each
of them bought a five-cent blank-book; then they
wroto in them the names of all their friends, be-
ginning with father and mother; then they wrote
against cach nome whiut they would like to give.
This teok a great deal of thought and planning,
and thore was a good deal of rubbing out ana writ-
ing over; but finally against Mother, Christine had
‘A black silk dress,” and Isabel, *“A gold ring;’
and against Father, Christine had ‘A dressing-
gown with cord and tassels,” and Isabel, “B.”
That meant barometer; for she had heard her father
say he would like one, but she did not knew how
to spell it.

When they carried their books and read them to
mamms, sho smiled, and said they would nced five
hundred dollars, instead of five, to buy all the things
they had written down. As they heard this, the
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little girls looked very much troubled, but muther
saon expluined that their friends would value che
gifts not for the muney they cost. but for the love
thoy shuwed,  And sho aaid slio wonld go out with
them noxt Saturddy afternoon, and help them ge-
Jeet much things aa they could buy for five dollars.
Fheir thie children louked happy ugain,

“PBat,” said their mother, ©Ido not svae the name
of your best friend here.” o h

“Oh yos,” anid Isabel puttivg her arms around:
oy nevk. ¢‘wb have not forgotten you dear mother;
your nawo is first of all, but you know Christimas
presesits aro sucretr nntil the time domes.”

“Oh-yon,” srid mothor, “I did not think I was
forgotten; but I am not your very best friend, you
know.”

Then the childven knew she meant the dear
Eord Jesus, whose birthday Christmins means.

“But Jesus is in heaven,” said Isabel. How can
we give him a Christmas present?”

C‘fwistino said she knew how, fur the lust Bible
verse she learned was, “Inasmuck as ye have done
it unto ono of the least of these my brethren ye
have doue it unto me.” * That means,” said she,
*'that money given to the poor.and the heathen is
just the same as given to Jesus,”

¢ Thon I think we ought to begin oue Christmas
plesents with Jesus,” said Isubel.

«T think so, too,” said both Christine and mother.

So the children went away to write their books
over again, and this time they began with some.
thing for *‘poor heathen children.”

—King's Messengers.

My Offering.

Trnrthe bleak midwinter,
Frosty winds made moan,
Forth stood hard as iron,
‘Water like a stone;
Snew had fallon—snow ¢ 1 snow, snow an seow,
In the bleak midwinter, lung ago.

Gur God! Heaven cannot hold Him
Op earth contaln,
Heaven and carth shall flec away,
When He cdmes to reign.
In thoe bleak midwinter, a stable-place sutliced
The Lord Sod Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Tnough for Him whom cherubin,
Warship night and day,
A broaat full of milk,
And & manger full of hay,
Euough forr Him whom angels fll down before,
o ox ant ass and camel which adore.

What shall T give Hin,
Pouras I am
1f 1 wors a shepherd
1 would bring a lawh,
1f I weren wise man,
1 would do my part
What I can, T jgive Him

Give wiy heart. o
--Christing Rosetti.
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The Promised King.

SrTaaESTIONN,

Coustruct & Iadder of some light wood, and gover
it with gilt-paper.  Place it upvn the platform,
with ono end resting against the wall.  On either
side and back of the Iadder, avrauge everyreen
tree, so that the upper end of it will be eoncenled
by the branches, Seven rounds must be i sight?
Above the trees place a Inrge light with o refleetor
behind it, and o shade in front, so that the rays of
light will be thrown directly ipon the Iadder.

Prepare seven atrips of eard board, 1§ in.  wide,
and 158} in. Jong(theso should be of the sgame.length
as the rounds of the ladder); cover one side witl

| ilt papor, and have printsd on thom the following:

“Good Tidings,” (No. 1)—“Great Joy,” (No. 2)—
“To All People,” (No. 3)—*A Saviour Bury, (No.
4) -—**On Euarth Peacs,” (No. 5) —““Good-will To
Men,” (No. 6)— “Glory To Gud,” (No. 7). Tho
numbers should be placed un the back side of the
cards, and each one will need two wire hooks, by
which it may be attached to the round, which it is
designed to conceal.

Mottoes, such as—*Kinyg of Glory,” “King of
kings,” *‘Crown Him Lurd of all,” are appropriate;
a crown and sceptre, cut from card-bBoard, and
covered with gilt paper or evergreen and flowers,
placed upon the wall, above the light, will be a
pretty addition to the decoration.

If preforred, this exercise can be used withont
the ladder, ete., any other appropriate decoration
being substituted.

This exercise is arranged for 15 children, but it
can be adapted to a larger or smaller number. To
Nuos. 4, 6, 5, 10, 13, 12, and 14, the cards, already
deseribed, should be given, and placed upon the
ladder, by the Superintendent at the time appoint-
ed: No. 1—*“Good tidings,” upon the lowest round,
No. 2 next and so on.

To musie, let the children march from their seats
to the platform; when they have taken theirplsces
tho music should cease. Immediately, from an al-
joining roum, singing should he faintly heard, and
continued during this exercise. The children must
speak loudly in order to bo heard.

1st child, (listening).

““Hark! what mzean thuse holy voices,
Sweetly sounding thromygh the skies,

Sare th' angelic host rejoices;
Loudest halivlujah’s rise,”

nd child.

“Listen to the wondrous story,
Which they chant in hymus of juy!”
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3rd child.

And t}xere wors in tho same couutry shepherds
ubiding in the field, keeping watch over thoir flocks
by night. Aud, lo, the angel of the Lord cume up-
on thum, #3d the glory of the Lord shune round
about them; and they were sore afraid. And the
angel said unto them —Fear not; for hehold I bring
you good tidings. )
' GOOD TIDINGS.

4th  child..

“The angels now their wondrous tidings brivg.
That tell the coming of their gracivus King.”
[Place curd No. 1}

GREAT JOY.
. 525
I dring you guod tidings of great joy.”
Gth child. '
“Tidings full of greatest juy,
Joy sternal, full of gladuess,

Joy which nothing can destroy.”
{Placo card No. 2]

TO ALL PEOPLE.

Tth ehild.
.. And the Seripture forseeing that Ged would just-
ify tho heathen through faith, preached before, the
gospel unto Abraham, saying, —-In theo shall all
the nutions be blessed.
8k child.
‘“‘Henr the tidings! A Deliverer
Con.es to give the weary rest,
Through His birth shall every nation
Now and evgrmare be blessed.
. [Place card No. 3]
A SAVIOUR BORN.

: 9th child.
- Unto yoy is borp this day in the city of David, a
Savionr, which is Christ the Lord.
10tk child.
*Sing with juy, 'tis Chyistinas morn,
Unto us a child is born;
Christ hath come on earth to dwell,
God with us—Emmanual.” [Placceard No.4]
ON EARTH PEACE.

L1th child.
0 list, a3 sweotly sounds the glad refrain,
Peace now on oarth begins her sacred reign!”
[Pluce card No. 5}
GOOD-%ILLTO MEN. ;

12¢k child.
““And this Christmas time we're keeping
_ Brings to us remsmbrance sweet,
Of the Saviour's birthday blessed
And e, too, guod will repeat.” [Curd No.6)!
GLORY TO GOD.
132h child.

And suddenly there was with the angel &
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, Glory to Guod in the highest, and wn carth
peace, good-will toward men.

| pray for the heathen children an
1 missionaries whe have gone to them,”

BRANCH.

Ldth ckild.

““Ihousand, thousand angols raiso
Songs of glad triumphant praise;
Singing through the starry sky,
Glory be to God on high!’ [Card No. 7]
16tk child.

‘0 never hath sweeter messagu
Thrilled home to the hearts of men,

And the heavens themselves had never heard
A gladder choiy till:then-~

For they sang that Christmas carol
That never on earth shall cease—

Glory to God in the Highest,
On earth good-will and peace.”

Sing—Joy to the world, the Lord iscowe.

A Christmas Present for Jesus.

In drawing your attention to the decision of the
Branch to urge sll our Bands to hold o service #hd
make a Christmal present to Jesus, we cannot do
better than quote the words of *a loved worker."

“T wish I could make you feel to-day how wmuch
you owe toJesus. How all that makesyourChriat-
mag a happy day—the pretty gifts, ' the Christmas
dinnes, the cheerful home, the lovipg friends, 3re
yours, just because eighteen hundred and pinety-
four years ago there lay in & manger of Bethichem
a little holpless babe; a babe jusy as helploss-as wooy
baby brother or sister, tut whose tiny haréts hald;
allunseen, the scoptre of the world,end whesg.caes
ing meant, all unexpected, the redeémption .of the-
whole lost race of man. Oh, I wishI.could mikeysu
feel what a blessing it is that you Jve iu a
land where He is known and worshipped! .Asd
then I wish I could show you the millionsof sther
children who have no Christmas—no happy home—
nothing that little children love-—~whose lives ave
sad and weary and hopeless. And this is not be-
cause Jesusdoes not love them asmuch.as he Joves
you and does not want them to _be 8 happy and
glad as you are. O no, it is only because they do
not know about Him. Wharever good men and
women have gone, from these Christian laads, to
tell the sweet stury to these poox, wretched e,
thoy have grown better, Their lives have taken
on that brightness and gladness that only 8 know-
ledge of the love of Jesus and of the beautiful
Heavenly home oan give. And you ¢an ail bedp.
Not one of you is too young to have a share in this
glorious work, The Lord Jesus Christ is at its
head and all who love Him are His helpers. You
can each give a little money and ‘fiou can each pray,

pray for tha.good

In the old days the first fruits were brought to
God. This is what we want now. Before wa re.
member other friends whom we love and?who have
been kind to us, let us remember

“Phere is one above all others

Well deserves the name of Friend,”
and to Him must the first Chiristmas presgat he
brought! Uther friends may fail ng, but this Friend
never will,

“His love is as great az His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.”
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We have come again to the last month ofanother
year! Weare standing onsolemn ground. Another
milestone of Jife is to be passed! Ere we pass it
lot cach one ask the question, What have I done
with this year which is about to be taken out of my
life and story? Has it been spent for self or for
(God? BHave I tried to please myself unly, or have
Tidought to make this wide world just a little better
beétause T have lived in it?

Qur pepor this month is lugely made up of re-
ports from Branch ax 1 Board. If this does not
satisfy you please remembor that your contributivns
would have made it better.

Contribations must be lhiere by the 10th of the
month, if we would make the “Field Study” avail-
abla for the bands.

PLEASE TAKE NOTIGE!

QOur year hag now expired, the first year of the
oxistence of tho PALy Brarcu as our W, M. S.
Band paper. Wil our subseribers who began with
the year—with the January number—and intend
to renew it, please do so at unce, before December
15th, that we may know how we stand.

After the first of the year subseriptions wul enly
Le taken quarterly, April, July and October.

You will sea we have no “Ficld Study” this
month. The reason is obvivus. Wo wish to
begin the yearright, and have the January “Study”
in the January number. We hope to have our
paper issued in time to satisfy all the bands.

It wae decided at Board wceting that Pain
Braxcr should be 1dets. por single yearly copics,
and 10cts. for clubs of 10 or mare.

All subseribers not receiving paper regularly
will please comwunicate with the Editor.

Will tho new Corresponding Secretaries please
sond names and addresses?

Band Echses from Branch.

On Monday, October lst, a pleasant party of
delegates, representing Auxilisrics and Bands of
New Brunswick, met at Point du Chene to take
the fine steamer “Northumberland? for P. B, Island
where the annual meeting of the N. B. and P. E.
1. Branch of the W, M. S, was about to he held.

After an agreeable pussage ac oss the Strait we
landed at the pretty town of Summerside, where
we were met and cordinlly grected by the Willeting
commiltee who did their utmost to get us all com-
fortably settled in homes where we were most
hospitably entertained.

I have said the protty town of Summerside, but
ts beauty was only sevn at rare intervals during
the very fow hours of sunshine vouchsafed us; for
you must know that the rain, whichso often damp-
ens our zeal or tosts our fuith, oun lesser Mission-
ary occasions, came down with a will every day
and hour of our stay; but for all that we had a
good time!

¥ % % ¥ % % ¥ %

There were sixty eight delegates sltogether, I
cannot tell you how many from hands, but enough
to look after their interests, you may besure. The
reports from the various bands were very intorest-
ing, though many of them spoke of great difficult-
ies in the work to be avercome, cspeeiaily in coun-
try cireuits, but on the whole the outlook is cheer-
ing and we shall loock for still better things this
year. The President’s address was excellent, re
viawing the work of the year, and showing neced
for greater zeal in the future. The Band Cor. Sec’s
report was as follows: 53 bands; 3 names fallen out;
an increase of 5; 1,187 band wmembers; increase 215,
life members 32; increase 8; amount raised during
tho yeuar 81,332.88, increase 30.08. The *‘discour-
aged workers” hour wus ushered in by a very bright
paper read by Mrs. Tursier of Pownal, P. E. L
who is now your Baud Cor. See. She aud several
other hopeful sisters made that hour one of encour-
agement instead. Their bright faces heamed a
benediction. When one of them, after telling us of
the anxiety she felt when most of her older wmem-
hers of a promising ban' went over to unother or-
ganization, smilingly assured us But we kunow
it is all right, all for the best, for we can now turn
our attention more fully to the little ones,” a sym-
pathetic luugh went ronud and we voted hera com-
forter. % L * L3 » % ¥

Band mades of wark werediseussed. Oae lady in
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Frederiction had offered money prizes for goud at-
tendunce and Scripture verses, the money to go to
the band.

The Talent system was discussed and approved.
It had worked well in many bands,

Mite boxes haa proved one of the very best
nizans—a means of grace as woll as of help to the
funds.

There were two memorials, relating to bands
prepured for Board, One, toenable a band having
40 members or ising $100 to sond a delegate to
branch; another, to allow two smaller hands on
country circuits on the same conditions to combine
and send a delegate,

Tho devotional exercises were all helpful and im
pressive, as weli as the cunsecration meeting, led
by Mrs. Lawson. Oue of the devotional meetings
was in the intorests of Bands and Band leaders.
Mus. Dr. Johnson on that oceasion spoke feeling-
ly of the necessity and advantage o bringing the
boys into the work, and the retiring Band Cor. See,
Mrs. Howard, spoke hopeful and encouraging
words. Where oppurtunity for testimony was
given, muny witnessed to the added power and joy
that had come into their lives through this work.

The Editor of Parat Bravew made a plea for it,
showing that offurts must be doubled and redoubl.
ed hefore it can be called a suceess financially,
This led to a discussion and we were glad to find

our little paper so well appreciated, The President )

earnestly requested members to do all they could
to increase the circulation.

Burly in the meeting Miss Blackmore, ourretury.
ed missionary, wasintroduced to us, also Mrs, Hart,
as the Mother of Missionaries—she is the mother of
Miss Sadic Hart,ivhom so many of us know and love,
now Mrs, Spencer, but still a missionary to the
Indians, and Miss Lizzie Hart, just returned from
Japan on furlough. Another daughter is prepuring
to go out us medical missionary to China!

Miss ®lackmore, who is already a favourite with
us, gave u3 some interesting facts of the work in
Japan. Told us about the Industrial school in
Kanuzaws, composed of girls whose fathers could
notafford tosupport them whilereceiving instruction.
The missionaries had therefore conceived the idea
of making these girls self supporting, by taking or-
ders forwork---embroidery on silk and otlier mater-
inls. They alse depended on Canadian friends to
help them in their pfan. Miss B. quickly soid all
the samples she had broughv. These girls had
not only hitherto supported themselves, but suved
a little of their money to send to China to help the
work there, so they, W their turn, had become
Missionaries.

" All the public meetings wore very intercesting—

-Coburg Ont.

5

the first buing a rocoption aceorded us in the beau-
tiful new chuvch, in which we listenud tu fine,
sweoet music and kind grectings from ministers and
peoplo.

And lost but not least came the Bund public
weoting, presided over by Mrs. Howard. The choir
was composed of little girls, who sy very sweetly.
Miss Blacknmiore told of hor little girls in Jupan.
Mrs. Dr. Juhnson, in well chuson words, presonted
the Banuar to the delegate from Margate band,
one of whose members, Miss Durant, had won it’:
by hor ““Knowledge of our fields and wurkers.”
Another Tsland girl, Miss Large, had won our Pro-
sident's prize for learning the largest number of
hywus in our “Hymual.”

So ended this pleasant and protitable Branch
meeting. Next to be held in Sussex.

Band Echoes from Board.

Ihad e good fortune to be elected a delegate
to the 13th anuual meeting of the Buard of Mana.
gers of vur B, M. S. to be held in the town of
Coburg is a beautiful town on the
northern shore of Lake Ontario. T wish I could
describe to you that luke ns I saw it, on the last
morning of my stay—the sun shining through the
silver mist that overhung its blue waters—itremains
a lovely picture on my memory.

Coburg has long been an educational centre,
having till recently been the seat of Victoria College
now transferred to Toronto.

Qur first session was held in Division St. Church
Tuesday, October 16th. Forty-five delegutes re-
sponded to their names, 7 from the Maritimo pro-
vinces; 1 from British Columbia. Thoere were also
4 young ladies present—returned missionaries from
Japan—home on furlough.

The meeting was presided over by Mrs. Gooder-
ham of Toronta, ably assisted by her lst Vice
President Mrs. Dr. Carman of Bellville. The ro-
port read by our indefatigueable Corresponding
Secrotary Mus. Strachan, was most encouraging.
It showed that we have 271 Mission Bands; a mem-
bership of 6.434; & tutal m=mbership in one society
of over 20,000. Think of it! Twenty thousand
women and children in this Canada of ours, banded
together! For what?! That we may help those
other women and children who ave still groping in
the durk; still suffering physical and mental torture
beeause in their benighted land, they have never
yut heard the joyful sound of the Christmas bell.
Wo are helping them, bat oh, Low slow it seems,
how much remains to be done.  The Church has
asyet, only sentont oneMissionary to overy 400,000
heathen! Suppose there was ouly enc doctor inthe
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world tu uvery 400,000 people, what would bo the
rusult? Whuisrespousible forthislack of enthusiasm?
Am It Are you?

The report from Japan wis very encouraging.
Wu lave 3 buarding schools there. Two thirds of
thogirls are Christions. Many of them do good
work in Sunday Schoeols and wothers’ meotings.
20 of them ge out every Sunday on Sunday Scheol
und ovangelistic work. Thero are 30 Indian girls in
thePort Sipson Home. Good work is being done in
Dr. Bolten's Hospital by Miss Spence, our agent
thero.  We are ehoutsending another traived nurse
thore much needed. To show you that the secular
cducation is not neglevted, while the spivitual s
cared for, I must tell youthat theIndian girlsin the
Chilliwack Homerecently,took the highest standing
mmong the girls of British Columbia of any in that
grado. I visited the French Institute whilein Montreal
and saw somo of the gond wurk being doue thore.
It was Suuday nfternovn aad the Principal, Rev.
Mr. Hall, was giving the International Sunday
Scheol lesson in French and English altornately,
and the anawers tohisquestions would have shamed
some of vur more highly favoured scholars. One
third of the ohildren thereare from Roman Catholic
families. They all looked bright and happy.

I cannot speak teo highly of the ladies of Cuburg.
Besides the kind hospitality extended to usin their
homes they gave us a delightful reception in the
Church, One of the vory best teas I ever had the
gaod fortune to parlukeof. At the public meeting
in the evening tho Pastor presided and gave us
muny kind words.  The meeting was addressed by
threo of the returned Missionaries:—Miss Black-
nmovre, dliss Hargraves and Miss Nellie Hart of
Ontariv.  One told us of the Industrial school in
Kauawazs.  Another of the goud work among the
soldiers in Kofu. All the adresses were interesting
and showed that agood grand work was being done.
Who krows the influence that will radiate from
these five great contres in Jupan whore school and
evaugelistic work is being brarely carried on, amid
difficulties and dangers, work that wmust tell, not
only in time but in eternity. These young ladies
seem to vally round Mra. Lnrge and regard her as
a mother, T was more and mors conviuced as I
heard of her in connection with the work. that she
is a grand womsn and deing 8 grand work. May
she long be spared to thum and to the church in
that foreign land. All the young ladies showed
the efivet of thuir five years' vesidence in Japan,
aud a resolution was passed that_they should not
be asked or urged to do any home work until thuy
felt perfectly able to do it

It was decided that a new Home should sovn be
vpened up the Skeona River. This is where Miss
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Sadio Hart, now Mrs. Spuncor, has gone to make
her home, —away from all white faces and all com-
munication. even with home and friends, till tho
spring comes again.  Let us pray for her. A
grant was made to the Literature and Publication
committee, which has dvno such geod work, and
Miss Ogden received a standing vots of thanks.
Also Mrs. Dr. Parker and Mrs, Platt, for their
services in Outlook and Onward. The FEditor of
PaLy Brancn was wost kindly received. The
receiptsof theyenramounted to over $39,000,andap-
propriativns wers wmade to all work now on hand,
beside new work, A new Medical Missionary,
teacher and nurse are to be sent to China. Roports
to bo 10 cents and names of members continued.

What most struck a stranger at that mesting was
the great amount of voluntary work being done—
and well and methodically done—by the gifted wo-
men of the Board. Their hearts wore in it and
while they were dving so much for the work, the
work was doing great things for them. You could
see it in their faces and hear it in the tones of their
voices as they gave their noble testimony in the
Thanksgiving mecting as to the persunal benefit
derived from it. This meeting was.combined with
a memorial service for Miss Hannah Lund, the
dear young missionary whose loss is so deeply ue-
plored, and for another who had been accepted for
service here, but called up higher before she had
entered upon it.

N. B.and P. E. I, Bands, Attention!

Will all the Cor. Sec’ys of Bands in above named
Branch take note of the fact that the new Brauch
Cor. Sec. of Bands is Mrs. ¥, C. Turner, Pownal,
P. E. I. This lady takes up the work with.an en-
thuslastic heartand large experience in mission band
work. T earnestly ask for her your hearty co-op-
eration. A. J. Howarb.,

[This introduction of onur new Band Cor. Sec. by
her esteemed predecessor should have been insert-
ed last month but arrived a little too late. Wp
tako plessure in giving it now and fully endorse it.
Meantime Mrs. Turner has introduced herself.]

—Shall souls redecmed by Me refuse
To share my sorrow in their turn?
Or sin-forgiven, ny gift abuse
Of reace with selfish unconcern?
Has seintly ease no pitying care?
Has faith no work, aud love no prayer?
While sin remains and souls in darkness dwell,
Can heaven itsclf b. heaven, and luvk unmoved

on heul?
— Whitticr.
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Address.—Cousln Joy, 282 Princess St., St John, N. B.

Luther's Cradle Hymn.

Away in & manger,
No crib for a hed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the sky
Looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing,
The baby awakes

But little Lord Jesus
No crying Ho makes.

T love thee, Lord Jesus,
Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle
Till morning is nigh.

Now isn't that & sweet little hywn for any mother
to sing to her baby boy or girl? How very close it
seets to bring the dear Lord Jesus to us all, to
think that He was once alittle babe on this earth
of ours. Your mother may not be very rich, but
there isn't one amongst them all that has to put her
dear little buby in the manger of a stable where
the cattle are, because there is noroom for it in the
house. No room for the baby! Why baby has the
best'room in all the house. There is nothing in-
the house, nothing in the world ton good for the
ba}'»y. .
“Stay by my cradle”’
why of course He will stay by your cradle little
dnrling, and ler me whisper it dear lituie cousin,—
if you ure too big for the cradle or crib.and have a
liitle bed all by yourself now or share it with sume
little brother or sister and if you are just a little
bhit aftaid in the dark (I used to be myselfonceand
sv know all about it)just remember that Jesus is
cluss beside you too, though you do net ses Him
—smiling down upon you—and oh, such a smile!
Ho grew up ns we all grow up and went about do-
ing woud to the people and then He wentto Heaven:
to geta beautiful Home ready for us if wo have

7

learned to love Him very much aud want to be with
Him.  Whilo he wns yet a little Babo the Shep-
herds sang His praises and the wise mwen brought
Him gifts- —we can sing His praisesand we can bring
Him gifts.  Our gifts may bo vary small but if »
heart full of love goes with them it is all Ho wants,
Hu will accept thowm and they will go to tell ot r
littlo chilbren who have never yet heard of His
great love for thom,

Puzzle Drawer.

—

ANSWER TO (CTOBER PUZZLE,
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We have been asked to explain this puzzle and
therefore give the explunation in this way. As will
be soon the answer is Mission.

And now the answer to November Puzzle comes
fromMiss Bessiv L. Locke, of Summerhill, Toronto.
Thank you, Bessie.  “Shizuoke,’

PUZZLES FOR DECEMBER.
ENIGMA,
My first is a trensure for mother to hold,:
She counts it more value than silver or gold;
My second a word in itself very small '
Is & word that wo could not dispense with at all:
My third is a town in the far away Enat, ’
But the Bible has calléd it by no means the least;
My whole is the nume of the Ove undetfiled '
And should always bz dear to the heart of s child,
Cousin Jay.
2

. Tam composed of 13 letters, My 9, 2,7, 1.6 2
i8 correct; my 8, 11, 12, 10, is a part of the f;ody:
my 2, 1, 9, is to tear;my 5, 11, 1. is a covering fm’»
the head: wy 8, 13, 4, 12, 6, is a dividing line; my
7,4, 5, 13 is one time; my whole is another name
given to tne Savior, :

Leaves from the Branches,

Dear Band Workers:—At ouf recent Branch
mecting our attention was called to the need of
making some special effort at Christmas time, by
way of expressing our gratitpde to our Henvenly
Father for “‘His unspeakuble gift —the gift of His
own Son. We wish, through the Paxy Bravcy
to call your attention to thiswnatter.  Allthe b)ess,-
ings we enjoy, all the comforts of this present lifo
come to us through this unspeakable gift. In no
way can we better manifest our gratitude to God
for His gift, than by presenting to Hiwm our gifts,
that may he the means of bringing to the little hoys
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and girls of heathendom a knowledge of God and of
His Son.  Wu should begin at once to make a pre-
paration for a public Christuus survice and if we
find this Beyond our ability, have a parlor servies,
and lovingly and prayerfully presout our gifts ta
Josus. ‘Think the matter over and act upun the

. buest promptings of yoar heart and make the com-

iny fostive season precious by ndding to your trea-

sure in Heavon. Iresk TurNER.

NOVA SCOTIA DBRANCH.

In looking over the year's veports from our
Buauds one realizes how much there is that cannot
be given in figures, nor yot in words. We beliove
the majority of our members have worked bravely

. tho past yoar, aithough many could not show great

results from their efforts, We are sure that all are
determined to do their part toward making the a-
mount raised this year, exceed, not only last year's,
but that of any former year. May the effortsmade
be such as will not only increase our funds, but

ed to their treasury, ten cents being charged for
tea, ' '

It is with plensure that we record the organiza
tion, since Branch, of “The Kings Own” band, st
Avondale.  May it provo worthy of its nwme!

Will our workera kindly take notice that for the
winter, the addressof their Corresponding Seeret-
ary will bu 35 Carleton St., Halifax.

A. F. Brownriao
Nov. 3 18%. Cox. Src.
TORONTO (ONFERENCK BRANCH.

The action of the late General Conference at
Londou, apportioned to our Branch tho districts of
Owen Sound and Uxbridge, which brings us the
additions of a Circle and & Band in Owen Sound;
a Band in Markdale; a Circle-and & Band, in Ux-
bridge, a Band in Stouflville and one in Unionville,
7 new Bands. Whitney District has been ceded to
Bay of Quinte, by which we lose & Band in Clare-
mount, and one of onr fruitful workers Mrs. Geo.
Browne, which we very deeply regret.

New Bands have been organized at West Toronto
Juanction, President Mrs, Jackson; at Weston,

also our love for the Master, and our interest int President Mrs. E. J. Irvine; at Woodford, Presi-

arrying on His work.

¢ gﬁr ngxew Bands for 1893-94 weve as follows:—
“Wayside Gleaners” Circle, Annapolis; ‘‘Golden
Rule” Circle, Dartmonth; *“Lone Star” Band, Ber-
muda; “Evangeline” Wolfville; *‘North Sydney”
North Sydrey, C. B.; ¢Jubilee” Sydney; “River
Jordan” Jordan; and Barton and Lockport Bands,
We hope to hear from all beforelong as we have
not yet received names of the new Corresponding
Secretaries, nor the names given the bands at the
two last mentjoned places.

The *Lone Star” band at Hamilton, Bermuda,
recoived ita namein consideration of the fact that
it is the only mission band on the Islands. We
cannot bub hope tiut the name will before long
conse to be appropriate. This bund is composed of
twenty-two members,nnd has,since its organization,
contributed $36.76 to our funds. The Cor. Sec'y
writes.—*We take twelve copics of the Parw
Braxcs,” and cannot say too much in jts favour.”

“North Sydney” band organized by Miss Burns,
Supt. of Cape Breton District, on July 6th 1894,
holds fortnightly meetings, and has 26 members.

The “*Golden Rule' circle of Dartmouth held a
very successful enteatninmnent and Floral Drill in
June, and realized therefrom 832, At their fivst
meeting in Jan'y they numbered 10 and at the
close of Branch year 32. Both this circle and
“Buds of Promise’” band, proved very helpful at
timo of Branch meeting.

We shall all be interested to hear sometiung of
the ““Missionary Cuntest” which was carried on by

" the “Royal Workers” of Berwick. last summer.

Wo are olad to learn that the ““Willing Helpers”
of Hansport, who wereidle some time, owing to
unavoidable causes, were re-organized onJ Wy 7th
with & mewmbership of eleven. .

“Cunningham” band, Canso, held a sale just be-
fore branch meeting, the proceeds of whichamount-
od t0:828.33, but we regret that the affair was too
Inte to be reported last year,

“Hillsburg’ band, Bear River, was entertained
recently by a ¢“pay tea” at the home of Mrs. L. D.
Vyoom, a very plensant evening was spent, a club
for Parar Branew was started and about $2.00 add-

{dent Miss L. Williams.

A very interesting and helpful mecting was held
un one of the ovenings of our Bramch meeting,
presided over by Miss McGufftin, it was an Open
Conference of Mission Band workers. Difliculties
encountered were stated, questions asked, and
suggestions given as to modes of work. If District
Conference for Mission Band workers to meet guar-
terly could be arranged for, they would surely be
productive of much good. A. M. B

N. B. AND P. E. L. BRANCH.

Wesley Mission band, Charlottetown, P. E. L
has now fully entered upon its year's work. With
Mrs., (Rev.) Campbell as its efficient president,
the members hope that this year will surpass all
.others in good work done for the Master. Sub-
scribers to Pary Bruxch 40,

Acting upon a suggestion _given at Branch, the
resident of the “Lavina Clarke” mission oand,
ownall, P.E. 1. invited the members to her home

one evening last woek, tea was served and » socinl

time was enjoyed by all. Three new members

were enrolled and ten new subscribers were secured

for Parm Braxch. I. TurNER, Cor.-Sec.
LAY OF QUINTE BRANCH.

The autumn work has secured to this Branch the
following new Mission Bands: Springbrook, mem-
‘bors 21, Miss O. Gunter, Pres,, Miss E. Burkett,
Cor. Sec.; Claremont, opens with 40 mewbers,
Murs. Brown, Pres., Miss A. Hutchinson, Cor.Sec ;
Hastings,lead with 27 mewmbers, Miss Daisy Jewett
Pres., Miss Ida Granger, Cor. Sec. On Oct. 22,
the Epworth League of Queen 8t. Church, Liud-
say. organizod & Mission Band with 28 members.
They have selected the name “Wayside Gleaners.”
Miss Minnie Fees, Cor. Sec. Baltimore Junior
Band, organized by Mrs. Wilson, will be known as
‘the *Pansy’ Mission Band in future, Mrs. (Rev.)
Wilson, Pres., Miss Ethel Ball, Cor, Sec, The
“Jubilee” Circle, Bridge St., Belleville, has been
greatly energized by the intercsting report of their
delegate to Branch meeting. They huve 71 an.
nual and 7 life members, mest twice in the month.

M.G.H.




