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DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

MoxtrEAL, Cirnen Soctery Orrice,
4l March, 1857,
A Meeting of the Central Board of the
Church Society was held this day, in ac-
cordance with the constitution,
The following suins were reported by the
Treasurer as having been recenved since the
commencement of the year :—

SUDSCRII'TIONS.

- MONTREAL CHURCH OF ENGLAND YOUNG

MEN’S ASSOCIATION.

We publish below the introductory lecture delivered
befere this association on Moundsy evening last by
the Lord Bishop of Montreal.

After a foew introductory remarks from Dr. Barn-
ston, tho Chairman of the Lecture Committee, his
Lordship said:—

Beforo we enter upon those particular objects
which bave becn arranged for the lectures to be de-
livered on the Mondays of the following weeks before
this Association, in conncction with which Iam to
address you this cvening, it may be useful at this,
tho commencement, to enter somewhat into a deser-

. tation upon the nature and intent of such associations

in geniera), and tho principles upon which the mem-
bers of this, of which, as the presideat, Inow address,
has been formed. .

THE DIGCESES OF QUEBEC,

TORONTO, AND MONTREAL,

TORONTO, MARCH, 1857.

l Thie ngsocintion is called “The Church of Eugland '

Young Mew's Assacintion,”  This, like many other
socletivs and associntions for benevolent or religious
purposcy, of which we are every day hearing, is an
ingtitution of very recent date; and whilo many
people are too casily interested in auy such matters
by the very attraction of their novelty, others are too
apt to object to any new projects, especinlly religions
associntions, on this very ground of thar novelty;

whereas no valid argument either for or agniust
| them can bo raised on this score; but their merits
or demerits must be argued on different prineiples.
t The first commencement of associations more strictly
of this particular character appears to have been in
the year 1836: in the November of winch year “The
Church of Eugland Working Men’s Bible and Mis-
sionary Associntion” was cstablished in tho Borough
of Southwark, which as most of you no doubt know,
joins tho City of London, being just on the other

side of London Bridge. Tho funds collected by

No. 3.

p-eempia g g

not only to membery of tho Church of England, but
to persons of different conuesions) at the Church of
St. Alban, Wood Street, London, near thoe General
Post Office. It was on Now Year's day, at a quarter
before seven in the morning—nnd the service con-
cluded with the admimstration of the lHoly Commun.
ion of the Lord’s Supper. It ismentioned in the
account given of the servico that tho Bishop, after
speaking approvingly of its orgauization, expressed
hig satisfuction :—

« If any were present who were not membvers of
the Church of Euzland, that they would thus show
their friendly feeling by being present to hear the
Word preached by her ministers, and to join in her
seriptural prayers, and in heariug those portions of
the Word of God which our P’raycer-book scts before
us n¢ this time. Dut added, that as to any approach-
ing the most sacred rite of Communionin our Church,
that it was a matter which they must weigh well with
theroselves.  All, he said, were invited to approach

the association wero at first divided between “The | who were baptised, confirmed, or ready to bo con-
Chureh Missionary §ocicty ” and *The British nud j rmed.  Ho could well understand, ke continued,
Forcign Bible Socicty.” Somewhere about 1840 that those who were members of any other national
the portion of the fuuds devoted to furthering the | Church might rejoice to communicato with the

translation and circulation of the Holy Scriptures,
was given to ¢ The Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge,” the othier portion still buing assigned
to ¢ The Church Missionary Society.” 1In 1842 the
first branch of this association was formed; and i
crossing the River Thames, was located in Finsbury
1 Square.  The cummittee of this branch, thinking that
it would be better to alter the name of the nssocia-
tion, which had hitherto been *Tho Church of
Eungland Working Men's Bible and Misswonary As-
sacintion,” after a long discustion, and a nmmber of
names hiad been proposed, agreed on the following :
«The Church of England Young Men's Association |
for Aiding Missions at Jlome and Abroad.” Up to
this period, as the movement had onginated with the
i Chusch of England, so it had been under the man-
ragement of its members and in connection with its
| Principles. Dut some persons wishing lecturers of
, other communions as well as those of the Church of
England to be engaged, and the management to be
conducted on a different priuciple from that which
had hitherto prevailed, where was » division; and,
while the members of the Church of England kept to
their original organization, and made the City of
London their head quarters, those who dissented
from them appeared in Westminster under the name
of the « Young Mcn’s Christian Ascociation.” What-
ever may bo the merits attaching to them, it appears,
then that to the Church of England is due the credit !

Church of Lungland while sojourning amongst us,
witl. ~oworsaking tho Chursh, of their own country
and home.,  He could understand, also, that many
of our own countrymen, who, from their carly train.
ing had been Lept apart from the Church, might feel
a growing desire to unito with her as the great safe.
guard of Scriptural Christinnity in the ‘and, though
they coald not vesolve to separate themselves entively
from past associatious. Still ho must say that it
seemed to bo an unsound state to hang doubtfully
between one communion and another—not feeling
really united with the Chureh, though loving its
seivices and acknowledging that they did the heart
good. There was always danger, saud tho Bishop
emphatically, in hanging loose between two systems,
and thus failing of the helps which cither, according
to its menng, nfforded for the building up of the
soul.” The Bishop—the account goes on to say—it
must be owned, thus improved the occasion with
great judgment and propriety—without compromise,
and yet in oll charity.  Let us hope that this excel-
lent appeal may have made some of his lhearers
¢ seriously lay to lieart the great danger wo are in
by our unhappy divisions,” and lead them tna banish
**all hatred and prejudice, and whatsoever ¢ 10 may
hinder us from godly uvion and concord.”

Now, for mysclf, L am always anxious to uphold,
with all charity towards others what I believe to be
the truth;in matters of religion, and most fully agreo

yof first originating suck an orgamzation for the 'in tho wisdom of the remarkskiere given, as embodicd
young men of her communica; and since that time in the sermon of theBishop of London—that thero is
similar assOcintions—whether on the priuciples of great danger always in hanging loose between dif-
j the Church of England Young Men's Association, | ferent systems, and thus failing of the helps which
such as the one now formed by several of you present . cither, according to its means, affords for byilding up
this evening, or on the more gencral basis of tho ! the soul in spiritual strength. While, therefore, I
Young Mcen's Christian Association as originated at | honor others who may differ from me, when I ;eo
Westminster—have multiplied both in England and |, them zealously striving to promote what they think
elsewhere; and have, many of thiem, catered upon | the best means of Christian uscfulness, o also at the
various and important religious and useful labors. | same timo I desiro carnestly to Jabor, according to
. There has very recently appeared in the English ' my own ealling in the Gospel, for the furtherance of
newspapers an account of the new Bishop of London ! true religion and the gatherings in of souls of Chris-
having preached o scrmon on the occasion of a|tians. And whatever shall appesr in any way to
meeting of & branch of * The Young Men's Christian | advance tho interests of that Church of which I sam
Association,” (that is, the Association which_is open | minister and chicf pastor, to be a fresh channel of
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communication between any of hLer members, to
afford means of usefulncss fur carnest and active
spirits, sccins n most legiimate field of action in
which I may labor—cndeavoring not merely to pro-
mote union of members, but that full uuty of spirit
whioh mny bo expected nmong those, who profess to
worship together in one kody and in one spiit—to
wait on tho snmmo mimstry, aad give utterance with
tho aame voice to their prayers aud prawes before
the Throno of Graco.

Now, in tho formation from time to time of nuny
such associntions ns this, or any others with kindred
objecty in view, viz., the furtherance of truo religion,
or, as it was stated 1n the distinctive name at fiest
adopted by tho asseciation 1 Loudou~—The Aithng
Missions at Homo nud Abroad,” 1t is very necessary
that we should keop in view certain great principles
of action to guide us: which will scrve to do away
with many oljections sometimes started 1n opposition
to such ussociations, and will bo a useful guido and
rule to thoso who advocate them. Now, ** A Church
of England Young Men's Association,” from its very
name neccsanrily implics its conncction with the
Church, whose name 1t bears; but as I said before,
these associations are new creations, amt there arc

ersons who, on this ground alone, olject to their
jntroduction, and think, because they were hot in
uso in former times, thoy ought not to be allowed
now. It will not be difficult, and may perhaps not
be out of place. to show the fullacy of such an argu-
ment,

Now in all important corporate socicties thero are
certain original principles embodicd in their charters,
which are essential to their existence, and which the
members have no authority over, or liberty to alter.
But in order to carry mto cffect the end of thew
incorporation, they have the power of making and
remaking, amending or modifying, certain rules
and by-lawe, wiich regulate the detail of their
operations; and of dolegating to sub-committees
certain duties, and thus providing for the necessities
of any particalar occasions, or for wmeeting any un

“forscen difficultics in the way of the action of the

corporation itself,

And this is exactly the stato of tho case with the
Church. There are -cortmn principles connected
therowith which are fixed by the Divine Will—certain
fundamental laws which are esscutial to its exis-
tence—certain ordinances withiout which it cannot
exist, The 19th article of our Church deeluves,
s That the visible Church of Chirist 18 n congregation
of faithful men, in the wilnch the pure word of God
is preached, and the sacraments be duly administered
according to Curist’s ordinanco 10 all those things,
that of neccessity arc requisite to the same.” And
elsewhere sho teaches us in her catectusm, that there
are oply two sacraments -*generally neccssary to
salvation, Baptism aud the Supper of the Lord.” In
the preface to her ordination service she teaches us,
¢ That it 15 evident unto all men dibigently reading
the Holy Scriptures and ancient auttiors that from
the Aposties’ timo there have bicen three orders of
ministers 1n the Clurch, Bishops, Priests, and Dea-
cons; "—who are apponted to servo in the office of
the ministry, to preach the pure wond of QGod, and
daly adnumister the boly sacraments. She teaches
us also from the plain statements of Scnipture, that
it is esscential to the fulness of tho sacrament of
Christinn baptism that thero must be the application
of water, and that it must be performed **1n tho name
of the Fatler, aud of tho Sou, and of the Holy
Ghost,” while the giving and recaving of the ele-
ments of bread and wine are cssential 1u the admun-
istration of the sacrament ot the Supperof the Lord.
And also by the adoption mto ber formularies of the
three great Catholic creeds; the Aposties, the Nicene,
and the Athanasian, she has provided for the pro-
malgation of a pure furth and tor hier umty n doo-
trine with the uutversal Cnurchi: on which Christ
promised that tus blessings should rest, and agamst
whiok the gates of hell should never prevail. But

whilo the Church receives ‘her ministry and Sncrn-l
ments ns of divino institution, and her creedsnsn

sacred trust: whilo the furmer havo been uachanged

from the first and are in their very nature uachange-

ablo; and the latter aro consecrated and endeared

ag the peculine oxpression of the Church's faith from

the carliest ages even until nqw—it has been left to |
the wisdom of the Church in all times according as
1t may seemn necessary to provide means for tho efiiee-
tun] dischargoe of her calling, whether of coaverting
the heathen, or building up her own children in the
knowledgo and practice of pure and undefiled reli-
gion.

Changes of circumstances may certainly produce a
species of necessity, requiring the engrafung of new
institutions upon the Church. And when we look
at tho antiguity of the Church, and the extraordinary
changes of circumstances which have attended its his-
tory from the commencement to our own times, we
must wonder at the manner in which it has been able
often tomeet and provide for the emergencies in which
ithasbeen placed. Thishnsbeeneffected in two ways,
namely, first by completing and carrying out indtitu-
tions founded from the beginning—in n manner filling
up and finishing what had alvcady been chalked out
in a bold simple outline; and secondly, by throwing
out new institutions adapted to the peculiar exigences
which n more advanced state of tho church, or of
civil society, or other eircumstances of the times l
required.

To this power of filling up outlines, and supplying
things wanting in matters of discipline, the learned
Iooker vefers, in Book I, ch. iv, of his ¢ Ecclesi-
astical Polity.” In this remarkable passage he takes
a profond view of n great feature in the cconomy of
the Divine Government: namely, that some things
are dircctly revealed, and others are left to be
worked out by a certain machinery adapted to that
purpose; and there i an analogy in tlus respect
batween the Government of the Church and the
physical constitution of men.

There is n remarkable exemplification of this
theory to be feund, for cxample, i the whole nature
of the relations between the Church and the State,
or civil government, nnd tho great and intrieate
system of ccclesiastical pubhic law ariving out of that
relation.  Such a state of things as we now under-
stand by n connexion between the Church and the
State—such as now exists, forexample in England—
was certainly not primitive, for it did not commence
for 3U0 years after Christ, until the reiga of the
Emperor Constantine.  But when it did take effect
it had uothing to do with the essential existence of
the Church ; no commission derived from any civil
authority could confer ministerial office, nor add to
or take frvm tho sacraments or interfere with those
matters of faith which are entrusted to the Charch,
as the keeper and witness of the truth. But though
it introduced a system before unknown, inasmuch as
up to that period tho anti-christian authorities had
been persecutors of the ckurch ; yet there wasin truth
nothing novel in the priaciple apon which the system
was founded, since 1t sprung froin the duty of the chris

tian prince to obey, to protect, und in every way to
favor the true Clitrch, on the ground that he is bound
by the obligatious of Christianity, not onlyin his pri-
vate, but in his public capacity also.. But whether
thero be this conoexion between the Chureh and the

Cuvil Government, as at first established by Constan- |

une, the first Christian Emperor, and as now exists
w Bagland, or whoether the Church, in ceascquence
of the state of parties, be indepeadent of such con-
uexion, as we sec it on this continent, can merely be
regarded as an accidental circumstance, assisting or
unpeding the working of the Church; but in no why,
by any possibility, affecting that which i3 of the
easenco of the Church atself.,  But t.is was not the
only importaut change that was evolved by tho force.
of circamstancos as ttme ran on; and the Charch,”
sometimes wflaenced by individual ageacy, sometimes

| thony.

!

were imperceptibly led by somo seeret lifo within,
sometimes answering to outward calls, has met, ov
cndeavored to meet, the difficultics which beset her;

cnd like n skilful general jn the day of battlo, has

hanged her front in the face of the encmy, or redis-
posed her forces, or called up fresh troops to check
the advancing foo.

At this distance of timo, and living as we do in an
age when tho principlo of religious toloration so
prevails, as oven to be in danger nlmost of lapsing
into indifference, it is not casy for us, though we
read the bistory of the carly Christians, and the fiery
persecutions that tried so severcly tho steadfastness
of their faith; it is not casy for us, I sny, to realize
tho nctual stato of socicty at that time, or always to
do justice to the principles by which men were then
actuated.

Ilistorinns usually reckon ten general persecutions
of tho early Christinns provious to the reign of Con-
stantino—the first Emperor of Romo who was con-
verted to Christinnity. The first was under the
tyrant Nero, who Laving sct fire to Rome, threw the
odium of the act upon the Cliristians. Multitudes of
them wero in juence ma ed. Some were
wrapped up in skins of wild beasts and torn and
devourcd by dogs; others were crucified, and others
burned alive; and amongst those wbo suffered about
this time, was the Apostle St. Paul. Thesecond was
under the cold-blooded Emperor Domitian, about
thirty ycars after. Then followed, very speedily,
the third under Trajan; and others, with brief iuter-
vals of rest, under the Emperors Adrian, Severus and
Maximiu, till the seventh persecution occurred under
the Emperor Decius, in the year 248, after Christ,
and was more bloody than any that had preceded it.
‘The Christians were in all pluces driven from their
habitations, plundered, and put to death by torments,
the rack aud the fire.

1t does not concern my present subject to go into
any of tlieso details; but I have alluded to this
merely for the purpose of stating that it was at this

i pertod, uud in consequence of the severity of this

very persccution, under the Emperor Decius, that
Chiristians began to betake themselves to the life of
the hermit, the anchorite or the monk: at first
acting by individual impuise, in order v avoid tho
desolating fury of their persecutors, and afterwards
being formed ioto a systematic rulo and order. The
names of hermit aml anchorite are both derived
trom Greek words, signifying that the persons lived
in deserts and retired pluces ; as in also that of monk,
signifying that they lived each alone.

I mentioned that the persecution under the Enm-
peror Decius, which commenced in the year 248, was
the most cruel of any under which the Christians
bad yet suffered; and at this timo a Christian of the
name of Paulus, a native of Thebes, retired, after
losing his pareats in the persecution, into a distant
part of the country. But a relative, for the purpose
of obtaining the property of Paulus, which was
considerable, threatened to accuse him of what was
then go fatal a crime, viz: that he was a Christian.
Paulus, therefors fled into a desert, and for ninety-
two years lived in a cave, where e attained the
great age of 113 years, rigidly practising all the
rules of the ascetic life. Ho is called the founder of
the Hermits, or Solitaries, and was canonized under
the name of St. Paul, the Hermit. In the year 270
—that is, rather more than twenty years after Paulus
commenced his life of solitude,—another great pa-
triarch of the monastic life, and whose fame is more
widely spread, commenced his career, viz: St. An.
f{e is sail to have been moved by those
words of Scripture, 19 St. Matthew : ¢ If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thor hast, and give to
the poor, aud thou shlt have treasure in Heaven;
and come and follow me.” He embraced the ascetio
life, retired into a deseyt in Egypt, and died there in
tho year 83U. St. Anthony, however, did not, like
St. Paul tho Hermit pass his life in solitude A

in her mofe corporate character, sometimes as it l-»great number of persons placed themselves” under
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his government, snd ho mado them livo according to
tho ascotio rules—not in separate lermitages, but
altogethier in o regular community, and ho is, there-
fore, considered tho founder of the Cocnobites: that
is, thoso who jomned with others, and lived together
in & regular community, with all things in commeon ;
gs St. P'aulus was tho founder of tho Solitaries or
Hermits. A short time alterwards a person of the
name of Pacuminus founded in the same country
gEgypt) the fumous monasterics of Tabenna, s

isciples lived in houses, cach contaiving thirty or
forty persons; and thirty or forty ot these houses
grouped togetler composed & mounanstery. Lach
monastery was governed by anabbot, and each house
by a superior. Al these monasteries throughout
this region acknowledged a singlo chief, and assom-
bled under him to cclebrate Easter, sometitmes to
the number of 50,000, including ouly theso monas-
terics of Tubeuna; besides whicl, there were othiers
in other parts of Egypt,—those of Sceta, of Oxy-
rinica, of Nitria, and Marcotis, St. Hilarion, a
disciple of St. Anthony, established in Palestine
monasteries of a ncarly similar description, and his
institution spread over tho wholo of Syrin. The
great St Basil also acquired his knowledge of the
monastio and ascetic system in Egypt, and toward
the end of the samo century (before tho effects of
the persecution by tho heathien Emperors had ceas-
ed), founded mounasteries in P’ontus and Cappadocia,
giving them a code of rules founded on Christian
morals. From that time tho monastic institutions
spread over every part of tho Bast, in Ethiopia,
Persia; and oven in India. Tho west soon followed
the example of tho East, St. Athanasius intro-
duced monastio life at Rome. His praiscs of the
Oricntal monastic bodies gave great encouragement
to the crection of similar Societies in Italy. St
Simplicianus accordingly crected o monastery ncar
Milan, with the comseaut of Saint Ambrose, the
Bishop of tho Sce. St. Augustin also founded a
monastic order on his return from ltaly to Africa,
where he was Bishop of Hippo. St Martin, (a
disciple and fricnd of St. Sumplicianus) after he
hecame bishop of Touris, introduced monuchism into
Gaul, about the sixth century. And St. Benedict
{from whem the fameus Heonadictine order took their
riso) a noble of Nurtia, who was bora in the year
482, retired from Rome to the desert of Suliaco,
where he founded several monasteries, and gave to
them that code of rules, which was universally
adopted and tollowed o the West, as thoso of St.
Basil were in tho Enst. Now when we consider the
state of the Church during the carly persccution of
the Christisn Emperors—and afterwards the whole
stato of the countries, in which Christianity had
gained any footing, during the period of the decline
and fall of tho Roman Empire—the intestine troubles
~—the irruption of the hieathen barbarians—the tuc-
bulance and ignorance of the various petty chiefs
and barons,—we shall not wonder that carnest and
faithful men were induced te adopt the means offered
by theso systems of Jife for avoiding the desolating
ravages of the persecutor, and for the cncourage-
ment of learning, and preserving a seed of pure
religion to transmit to future gencrations. Almost
the only opportunities at that time for study, snd
specially (which was of the greatest importance) for
the copying and preserving the Holy Scriptures,
were in different religious houses, which were estab-
lished in the different countries whero tho church
was planted. It 1s not that the hermit or the monk,
or tho monastery were any essential part of the

. Church, or knowa in the primitive and apostoho age

~but they wero means of help for that church,
sought out by her faithful members to swmt the
existing cmergencies, and provide for impending
dangers. They were voluntary Societies, composed
for the most part of laymen, and were therefore, of
course, under the authority of the Bishops, like tho
rest of the faithful; but tho Mules by which each
Society was goverened were merely in the naturo of

byc-laws and instructions. Tho rule of St. Augus. [ reign of lenvy VILL  Ilow far Henry, or those that
tino, which is still observed by many societics of! assisted hitn in this work of dissolution, were actue
men and women, was only taken from a letter' ated by pure and sunple motives of religion, or by
addressed to bis sister for tho government of the! the desire to get thew rhave of the plunder which
houso over which she presided, and from his sermons | was thus obtained—may be very questionable. Crans
on the common lifo of the Clergy DBut tho twolwmer, fully alive to the necessity of somo radical
principal rules in tho carly nges of tho monastic - change in the constitution amd hinbits of tho veligious
mstitutions were tho rules of St. Basil in the Enst,, houses, was still anxious that thewr revenues should
and St. Benedict in the West. They were by far the! have been preserved to the Church aund consecrated
most completo and finished of any, and with that of' to holy uses. Ile found that thewr foundations and
St. Augustine, became the fandamental law of all' whole state wero wcousistent with a full and truo
ancicnt monastic orders. Insubsequent times thero! reformation.  For, among the things to be reformed
wero also established tho great quasi religions orders ' were thedo nbuses, which were essential to theie
of tho Knights of St. John and the Temple, intended | constitution ; such as the belief of purgatory, of
to nid in the recovery of the Holy Land from the | redecming souls by masses, the worship of saints
infidels: the celebrated society of the Jesuits, founded | and images, pilgrimages, nnd other simlar supor-
by St. Francis Xavicr; and tho orders of tho medi- | stitious practices.  And therefore Socicties, whoso
cant Friars, tho Dominicans and St. Franciscang, ! interest it was to oppozo thie Reformation, were in
who were mennt to bo ns witnesses against tho too the first placo to bo suppressed;: and then o koped,
luxurious and indulgent rules of tho more ancient! upon new eudowments aud foundations, that colleges

wmonasteries and lives of tho sccular clergy.

Tho ancient mounks were so cssentintly laymen,
that tho desire to becomo a clerk, is mentioned by |
Cassian in his institutes as a temptation, which
they should resist,—for he says that temptation'
arose from ambition and vain glovy. It is clear that!
when n monastery happened to be at so great nl
distance from its proper episcopal or parochial!
chureh, the mouks could not ordinarily resort there
for divine service, which was tho case in the monas-
teries of Egypt, and other parts of the East, where
the monks hived in great deserts, sequastered from
tho rest of maukind, then some one or more of the
monks were ordained for tho performanco of divine
offices among them. Bat what contributed most
towards the clerical character of tho ancient monks,
was the removal, in progress of time, as tho church
began to enjoy rest and freedom, of many of their
communities from tho deserts into towns. That
rcmoval was brought about by the necessity which
the bishops felt upon the increase of their flocks for
the assistance of those nuterous and now finportant

bodies, Monasteries were also founded in and ncnr‘l

towns, as, for instauce, those of St. Augusting at
Hippo, St. Ambrose at Milan, and St. Eusebius at
Vercelli. Tho monks, too, took an active part in
support of St. Athanasius against the Arizus; and
St. Aathony left his desert and went to Alexandria to
labour in fuvor of tho orthodox belief.

But theso institutions, which were thus at first
tho consequence of the emergencies in which the
church was placed on account of the fiery persceu-
tions to which sho was subjected, and the turbu-
lence and iguoranco of the times, and which in their
day did good service, beecame afterwards tho cause
of evils, which led to their suppression in England
at tho Reformation. The church adopted them in
carlier times, beeause they were useful helps; ghe
put them aside when they ceased to be so. I have
gaid that at first they were all merely voluntary
socicticy, and that they were formed with the con-
sent of tho bishop, in whose diocese they were
placed, and were, like tho rest of the faithful,
gubject to his authority ; but in process of time, as
tho bishops of Rome were gradually, but surely,
building up the fabric of their usurped power over
the rest of Christendom, they found these different
religious orders very important allies; and in return
for the support they gave to the claim sct up by the
bishop of Komo to the supremacy, they received
from him promises of certain immunities, especially
exemption from the authority and suporvision of
their own bishops,—thus interfering gricvously with
tho working of tho church in each particular dio-
cese, and concentrating all power in the hands of
the occupant of the Sce of Rome. This, together
with the laxity of disciplino that gradually was
introduced, and the corruption arising from the
cnormous wealth that many of these religious houses
had acquived, led (as I remarked) to their total

dissolution in England at the -Reformation in the

should have heen orected at overy Cathedral, to be
nurserics of Ecclesiastics for tho whole Diocese,
which he thought would bo moro suitablo to tha
primitive uscs of monasteries, and moro profitable
tor the Church. Ile had also ndvised the King to
ercet many new Hishoprics, thut the vastness of somo
dioceses being reduced to n narrower compass,
Bishops might better dischargo their duties and
oversee their flocks, according to the Scriptures and
tho primitive rule. And honest old Latimer earnestly
recommentied to Cromwell, that the priory of Great
Malvern, in the Diocese of Worcester, might be
allowed to stand, ‘““not in monkery, but so as to be
converted to preaching, study aud prayer.” Adding:
‘“ Alas! my good lord, shail we not sco two or threo
in every shive chauged to such romedy.” But such
was not to be. When Heury and his courtiers set
themscelves to tho work of damolition, becauso thess
religious liouses were misapplying their wealth and
not fulfilling the intents of their institution, many
were the promises held out of the great public
works, both religious and usoful, to which their
reveuues wero to be appropriated 3 but, with o very-
trifling exéeption, the whole amount of wealth thus
obtained was cither bestowed on royal favorites or
went into the private purse of the crown,

Wordsworth alludes to this wholesale plunder and
work of destruction in some beautifnl lines in ¢ The
Excursion:”

 Ile had witnessed in his morn of life,

That vivlent commotioa, which o'erthrorw,

In town and city, and segaesteraed glen,

Alar, and cross, and churdh of solemn To0f,
Aund old religious hous+—pilo after piles

And shook tho tenauts out into tho Helds,

Like wild boasts witbout hume i Their hiour was come,
But why un softening thought of gratitude,
No just remembranco, acruple, ur wio doubt?
Benevoleace is mild; nor borrows help,

davo at worse need, from buld impetuous force,
Fitliest alited to anger and revonge,

But humankind refolceain the wmight

Of mutabill y; and airy hopes,

Dancing arotind her. hiuder aud disturh

Thoso malitations of the soul, that feed

Tho retrospectlvo virtues.”

Henceforth in England the Church was left to
depend, so for a3 any actual ccclesiastical organiza-
tion was acknowledged, upon what is known as the
parochial system alone. ‘Fhat is, that whereas the
whole country was divided into Dioceses,—each
Dioceso being presided over by a Bishop—so each
Diocese was sub-divided into Varishes—each Parish
being under tho charge of its own Rector or Minis-
ter—by which provision was mado that in every
place, whether in the citics or villages, or remotest
parts, there was somo Minister on whose scrvices
the people had o claim, and who was answerable for
the dutics connected with the Church. Now this
parochisl system in England las constituted both
the strength and weakness of the Church—its
strength ia that it insures the ministration of the
Church eoverywhero tbroughout the length and
bredth of tho laud: not merely in the great towns
and near the residences of tho rich, but equally in
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the wildest glen and on tho hleakest hillside. While
§¢ has Leen n source of woakuess in that, the public
mind for generations rested satisfied with tho pro-
vision once made, and Liceded not the fact that what
might have boen suflicicnt 300 years ngo hasgradu-
ally ccased to bo ndequate to the wants of the people,
or abie to take oversight of a population which hns
doubled and redcubled itsolf during that period,
The greater attention paid to religion and the cdu-
cation of tho people, and tho increaso in England of
various communitics disseoting from the Church,
has served to act this fact moro plainly beforo us
during the last thirty or forty years; and many
statistical returns havo been published giving painful
evidence of tho Iarge amount of the population, who
have grown up practieally excluded from all access
to tho means of graco, and unprovided with pasto-
ral care, sinco it was manifestly jmpossiblo that
with the thousands, and sometimes perhaps tens of
thousands, who wore nominally under the charge of
& single Mlinister, that Lo could possibly be able,
willing as ho might bo, to spend and be spent for the
gospel, to have any personi! intercourse with more
than a fraotion of them; nor if willing, was there
any room for them in their parochial Churches,
Neither bave the exertions of other rehigious bodies
been in any measuro sufficient to supply the defici-
ency. In tho middle ages, as we have scen, the
Church sought the aud of the monasteries and religi-
ous communities, as then constituted. We do not
want such in these days, as schools of lcarning, for
we havo provision mado for that in & way more
suitablo to tho prescnt ago; nor can wo approve the
mauner in which the members of those religious
orders bound themsclves by vows; but still we want
for the clergy somo co-operation and help to enable
the pavochial system, espccially amongst tho masses
of largo towns, to cope with the enormous amount of
evil and infidehty that has grown up arvound us. In
England during tho last twenty yeurs 8,826 new
churchies have been built, including those which
bavo replaced old ones; while in the same period s0
dificult has it been to provide tho men, and the
means of supporting them, the clergy have increased
only 411; the population however, which before
huf far outrun tho power of the clergy, has been
still increasing at a fearful rate. IHere, therefore,
the evil has been met by no udequate remedy. And
even in the matter of Churches, there are yet cases
where tho disproportion between the accommodation
afforded and the number of the inhabitants is some-
thing quite appalling, For instance, in an appeal
now making for aid towards tha erection of Churches
in Loudon and its suburbs, the following statement is

iven:
given Populatfon.. Church Room.
Parish of Shoreditch .coeeeu.... 110,000 9,000.

s Btepuey «svenecesieen. 81,820 5,200.
s« 8t.John, Clerkenwell 10,000 800.
s Clerkenwell, reat of. 66,000.  5,000.
s 8t. Botolpb, Aldgate 16,000  1,000.
86 Poplar.ccesscseccersenes 30,000  1,700.
¢ Plumstead .eeeeerreene. 12,000 400.

But in order to try and provide some remedy for
the,overwhelming evil which is now acknowledged
on all.hands, and to meet which in .such cascs the
single services of the parochial clergyman, or it may
be of .two or threo in any given district, are power-
Iess, the Church, s few years siuce, adopted a regu-
lar system of Scripture Readers uoder.the sanction
and license of the Bishop of London: and other
bithops; thero are frequently also, District Visitors’
employed by the clergy on a more or less systematic
plan ; and more recently we have, as I stated at the
commencement, the establishment of ¢« The Church
of England Young Men's Association for Aiding
Missions st Home and Abroad.” 'Theae are cfiorts
made by the Church, or by some of her members,
to.aid and help her in the great work of her ealling,
and, may become most useful aud efficicnt agencies
ju_connection with her regular iinistry; and es

such, wo, hero as well as in England, may reccive
their co-operation with thankfuluess, and'endeavour

to give permancnoy and efficiency, and a true ecelo- |
There aro, |

sinstical chnracter to their labours.
liewever, two objects to bo kept in view, I considor,
in this your Association : first, in that it offers
opportunitics of improvement and wholesome recre-
ntion to thoso who nro members of it; and noxt, us
furnishing an agency whereby you may yoursclves be
instruments of good to others. As to tho first, the
very terms of the Association necessitaten more fre-
quent personal intercourso with tho clergy, which,inn
lurgo and populous city capecially, and whera almost
all of you are busily engaged in your several eallings,
it is not casy to keep up on any systematic princi-
ple. Then you have provided the presont course of
lectures for your improvemont in the knowledge of
ecolesinstical history, and tae Bible Class, which,
though only at present attended by a certain number
of you, bas commenced, and will no doubt become
more and moro appreciated, as the good leaven
works its way. Then, at a very trifling cost, you
havo tho use of an cxcel lent library, nng a Jleasant
room, where you can pass your evenings, and asso-
ciato with others, for the purpose cither of recreation
or study, instcad of wasting your time, and means
and health, in haunts of vice and dissipation, as so
many young men are led to do, merely for want of
some better placo to go to, or somo inducement to
employ themselves more usefully.

And, for the sccond object, you are associated
together for the purpose of being uscful to others—
to induce other young mon to join you, and partake
in tho advantages of your association; and algo by
tho help of your funds, as you get moro established,
to aid more directly in tho work of missions, by pro-
viding tho means of supporting onc or more mis-
sionaries, to be employed in cultivating somo of
that spiritual wasto that we seo around us. If you
enter, as I trust you will, heartily into the work,
(and as your thus associating together is & purely
voluntary act, 1 am bound to believo that it is
because your hearts are in it that you have done 80),
there is an immense ficld of usefulness open before
you; and especially in that species of usefulness
which the earnest-minded amoung you may be ablo to
exercise over other young men just entering into
life, whom you will be thrown amongst in fam.liar
iotercourse, and associnted with in business. They
are a most important class in society, aud often the
most difficult for the clergyman to meet with, or to
iofluence by dircct appeal. I trust that, if God
spare us to meet together after the conclusion of a
year's experience of the working of the association,
we shall find that in this and other ways much good
has been.done. And that, though not necessarily a
part .of the Clhurch’s..machinery, not essential to
her beiug, yet we shall find that the effects are so

beneficial that it conduces so. to the well-being. of |.

her work, that we shall almosat recognize it as an
ipseparable adjunct. It ia but a few years since
that Sunday Schools werc first introduced, and then
were thought by many as unnecessary ; now we,Jook
for them as being. almost as indispensable as the
congregation who asseruble to worship in the church..
Thus, too, as we saw;in early times. the. monks and
monasteries and hermits, arose out of the pressing
wants of the church at that period, and being useful,

were adopted, and, as it were, incorporated.into.her .

system; but when found to have become.instruments
of ovil rather than good, they wero sct aside at the
Roformation. May we over keep in view. the great
‘end and o%jects of this association, and remembering
the principles upon which it has been .established,
scek earnestly for the accomplishment of its work —

the welfure of the membery, and, through theiry.

agency and co-operation with the Church,. the fur-
therance of truc rcligion and.the cxtension of .the
Gospe! Kingdom.

His Lordship was frequently cheered. during the

delivery of. the lecture, and.set down amiduhearty.

applauso. A vote of thanks to his Lordship for hia
eloquent lecture, was carried by acclamation.

PR
DIOCESE OF TORONTO.
NOTICES.

The Lorp Bisitor or "T'oroNTo gives no-
tice, that it is his intention, with Divine
permission, to hold Confirmations in the
Ningara District during the first half of May
next, commencing on Friday the first; in
the Gore and Districts west of Hamilton in
the months of Jyne and July; and in
August at the Mahnetooahning Mission,
Sault Ste. Maric and Garden River, &c.,
Lake Huron, &e.

A list of days and places of Confirmation
will be published hereafter; and his Lord-
ship requests, that notice may be communi.
cated to him as carly as possible, of such
new stations as may have been established,
or new Parishes organized, at which Con.
firmations are required to beheld, or churches
and burial grounds to be consecrated.

According to former usage, it will be re-
quired that every Candidate for Confirmation
(unless under special circumstances) should
be of the full age of fifteen ; and the Clergy
will be pleased to have in readiness, and
furnish to the Bishop previous to commen-
cing the service of the day, a list containing
the names and ages of the several Candi-
dates for that holy rite.

Some years ago the Bishop called the at-
tention of his Brethren the Clergy to the ad-
vantage of registering in their Parish books
the names of the coniirmed, to which they
might hereafter usefully refer; and he will
be much gratified to inspect them in the
Missions where this has been done,

The Bishop .embraces. this occasion to re-
new his anxious desire, that Candidates for
Confirmation should be fully instructed in
those solemn obligations and responsibilities

‘which they are in their. own persons about

to.assume ; and that every practicable means.
may be employed to render them fully ac.
quainted with all that pertains to the faith
and practice of the Members of the true
Church of Christ.

ToronTO, March '43th, 1857.

As-the time draws near for-the holding of
Vestry Meetings, and the appointmént of
delegutes to,represent parishes’at the next

Synod,. we request that the Clergy will.
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not fuil to mention the faet, that in only ono
or two instances have the parishes forwarded
their assessments, consequently bills for

rinting, &c., incurred in 1854 have not
{:ccn paid.  That the Synod should request
the preacher to allow his sermon to be
printed and keep the publisher out of his
money for years is certainly very disgrace-
ful. City churches were assessed £5;
town churches, £3, and rural congregations
£1 to 10s..

Whilst on this subject we would again
remind the members of our communion that
a debt of about forty pounds incurred in
printing pamphlets on the subject of the
Clergy Reserve question, and other inci-
dental expenses connected with their dis-
tribution throughout the provinre prior to
tle last election, remains unpaid.

The Annual Collection for the Theological
Students’ Fund is appointed to be taken up
in the month of April. As the books of the
Society close on the 30th of April, it is of
much consequence that the Collections
should be taken up early in the month and
remitted promptly.

‘We learn that eight Scholarships, two of
£30 cach, four of £25, and two of £20, arc
paid out of this fund. It must be manifest
to all that these paltry amounts afford but
small assistance to those who stand in need
of it, but there is only to the credit of this
fund at present about £30. Since its
foundation, 34 Theological Students have
matriculated at Trinity College, twelve of
whom have been ordained, and four others
will have completed their college course in
July next.  Out of this number, we believe,
only three have expressed their intention of
not presenting themselves for orders.

CHURCH SOCIETY.
HOME DISTRICT ASSOOIATION,

The Managing Committee will meet (D.
V.), at the Board Room, Toronto, on Thurs-
day, 16th April,at 2 P.M. A full atten-
dance of the Clergy and lay representatives
of the Parochial %rﬁnches is requested, as
the-business will be of an important char-
acter—namely, the application of a portion of
the funds of -the Association to the support
of travelling Missionaries in the Home
District, and the amount of stipend to be
assigned,

In"accordance with the 18th clause of the
Conjatitution of the: Church Socicty, the
Parochial Branches are requested to trans-
mit the whole amount of their several col-
lections to the Treasurer of the District
Association, Henry Rowsell, Fisq., Toronto,
by the 4th of Apri{ :

Reports and' Requisitions for sums to
be expended on local objects, to be sent by
the sume date, to the undersigned.

H. C. Coorer, Sccretary,
Etobicoke,March 13, 1857,

We are happy to learn that the Amateur
Concert and ladies’ sale of work, keld at
Trenton on the 10th ult., reahzed £60 ;
and that the parsonage, which cost £500,
is now only in debt about £35. ‘'This
speaks well for the Iadics of the parish 3
for, about twelve months since, by similar
exertions they raised £71, and three years
since, £200. «

CHURCH SOCIETY OF THE DIOCESE OF
TORCNTO.

The Monthly Meeting was held at the
Society’s Rooms, on Thursday the 12th of
of March., Present—The Reverends Dr.
Crenyn, H. C. Cooper, F. Evans, D.
E. Bfnke, 8. Givins, R. Flood, and Messrs,
Rowsecll and Mortimer.

The Rev. Dr. Cronyn took the chair and
read the prayers. 'T'he secretary read the
Minutes of the last mecting, which were
confirmed ; also a statement of the balances
and income and expenditure of the several
funds during the last month,

Taxes on lands to the amount of £34 4s,
6d., ordered to be paid.

On the the recommendation of the Stand-
g Committee the following grants were
voted :—

Sunday-school Books to the amount of
£1 5s., 10 the Rev. John Carey, for the use
of the children in his neighborhood.

A Bible and Prayer-beok for the use of the
chapel school-house recently crected in con-
nection with the Church of the Holy Trinity,
and also bibles and prayer-books, and
school-books for the use of the children
attending the daily services and the school.

Grant of Books to the Rev. G. A. Ander-
son, for distribution, to the value of £2 10s.

Grant of Service-books for St. Paul’s
Church, Edwardsburg, to replace those
which the Rev. J. Harris states were des-

troyed some twenty months since by
Canaullers.

Grant of £12 10s. to the church in the
township of Brooke, assoon as the funds of
the Society will admit of it,

Grant of £12 10s. towards the enlarge-
ment and repairs of the Church at West
Hawkesbury.

Conditional grant towards liquidating the
debt on the parsonage at Grimsby, which
the Rector states cost £450, of which there
is a balance due of £65, which was urgently
demanded by the party who sold it. The
Committee recommended that when a cer-
tificate is forwarded that £52 10s. has been
subscribed, the deed given and the house
insured, the Society shall contribute £12
10s. Carried. -

The Secretary stated that there were,
previous to this meeting, twelve grants
promised to be paid when the General
Purpose Fund will admit of it.

A Resolution touching' the nature of
investments, recommended by ‘the Trust

Commuittee, was moved by the Secretary,
scconded by II, Mortimer, Isq., and carried,
The Secretary, at the request of the Rev.
Dr. Lewis, gave notice that he would pro-
pose, at the next meeting, Kingsford,
Esq., for election us an incorporate member.
The usual pmycrs were read, and the
meeting adjourned,
Tuoxas Syt KXrENNEDY,
Secretary,

COLLECTIONS APPOINTED TO IR TAKEN UDP IN THR
SEvERAL CHuRouss, Cuarsrns anD Misstonary
STat10583 IN TuE Divckss or Toroxto, I8 TR
MONTIL OF JANUARY, IN BEHALF OF THE GRNERAL
Purrosks op TR SoCIETY.

Collections and Subscriptions received tp to 114k inst,

Proviously announced..eereiiinne vreras .£1056 10 10
ciese e £l 10 6
. o aneene 015 2
Caledonifeeiesesisnnne veesens 014 4
Per Rev. B, C. Hill..oeeees 300
St. Mary Magdalene, Picton, per
Churchwnrden . oeecs eceeniane w 1 00
8t. George's, Guelph, per Church-
WOPdCD coeerees veiririocriccsnesinneeeese 4 2 6
Christ Church, Hamilton, per Rev.
J. Q. Geddes cvvieesensonccnconineces 10 0 O
Orillia Chureh ..... sersnnesens £0E8 O
St. George's, Medonto ...ee, 0 0
St. Luke's, Coldwater road 0 18 °0
St. Mark’s, do, do... 0 6 O
Per Rev. T. B. Readicessy ~——eee 2 § 0
Cornwnll ..cvvecirernecnrsarence 414 0
Christ Church, Moulinette.., 1 3 9
Per Rev. H. Pattontaeiesies ———n— 517 9
Fort Erio, per Churchwarden ............ 01 0
St. Mark’s, Niagara, per
Churchwarden aiiceeecennees sevvisans 10 0
Ganasoque, per Rev.J. W. Carroll.,.... 116 0
Edwardsburg ..vivvcnneenee 0 9 4
Mountain wieenniiiiieniseeenss 0 12 0
Per Rev. Jus, Harris..... 11 4
Fitzroy Harbor ..cevevenrenens 010 0
Oth LINO sivves versrcsieeenes 0 7 2
St. Mark’s, Pakenham ....... 0 6 3
Per Rev. J. A, Morris..... —— 185
St. Peter's, Credit .. 4 4 8
Sydenham Station.. 318
per Rov. E. Deoro 756 6
Williamsburg ........ «. 11010
Matilda cuureesvessesssenrirenns 0 10 3 "
Per Rev. E. J. Boswell... ——e— 210 0i
St. Georgo's, Toronto, per Church- *
warden 10 0 O
St.James’s Church, Paris, per
Churchwarden .oooieeeeeenesernarersane 117 0
St. George's, Grafton..eee.. 1 11 8
Trinity Church, Colborne... 0 18 4
Per Rev. J. Wilson ........, 210 0O
St. John's, Portsmouth, per Church-
WAPAEN cecerrrrinvoroeenensssosans sennns 300
St. Johu's, Prescott............ 516 0
8t. John’s, Maitland ..,...... 2 10 Q
Per ChurchWarden........ 85 0O
00 Colicctions, amounting to £177 8 4

Sve——

COLLECTIONS APPOINTED TO BB TAKEN UP IN THE
SEVERAL CHURCHES, CHAPELS AND MissionAry
Sratioxs 1x Tne DIOCESE, TOWARDS TuE AUGMEN-
TATION OF Tk Winows AND Orruass’ Fuxp, 1n
TUE %OXTIX 0P OCTORER, 1850, Y

Previously announced
Holy Trinity, W. Hawkesbury £4 8 05404 12
St John's, Vankleek’s Hill ... 1 0 ¢

§ 80

Per Rev. R: L. Stephcnson
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oo senneens 017 0
wa 0 8 6

ey ey

Edwardsburg....
Mountain weeeveeans
Per Rev, J. Harris.. 1 6 38

173 Collections, amounting to ...... £111
MISSION FUND,

6 O

|

Previously announced.ineeviniiieeasinee, £262 .
Rdwardsburg ........ “ :
Mountniniueieeessnss e 006 2
5 }'er Rew. J. Harris wovieissisy ———— 1 2 5,
olton Mills, per Rev. 1. 13, Osler fur
Homo District..cererrecesrersssessares } 100 0"
161 Collections, nmounting to vuw.e £273 3 6
PAROCINIAL BRANCIL.
Warwick, per Rev. Smyth e voveins 3 6 0
Lloydtawn, per Rev. H. B, Osler.ccivnnseee 10 0 0!
Bolton's Mills, per Rov. II. B. Osler ...... 10 0 0
ANNUAL SUBSCRIFTIONS,
Rev. J. 8. CIarko wocsiiiainrscsneaneneaes £1 6 0
R, F. Campbell wivvviineciiiiiecsronnanee 1 6 0
R. F. Campbell’s subscrip'on inarrears 10 0 Ol
E. Dearocho 1 6 0
J. Harris.eesinie oen 160
Jas, Heuderson, Bsq. wovvve cevvvivscsreneme 210

tho Parent Society, it having been cloged
before the collection was mave.  The Church
has been comfortably pewed, the expense of
which has been met by the proceeds of a
concert, and funds in the hands of the Church
Wardens, without caling on the congregation
for anything. The debt on the Fout and
Sumday School Library has also been paul,
with the exception of a,gmall balance,

Your Comumtee are glad to learn by the
report of the Pavent Society, that it has pros.
pered during the past year, and that there is
an increase to its funds over previous years,
and would desire to give thanks to the Author

been commenced and nearly finished in tho township
of Mara; and the congregations of the new churches
of St. Lukes, C. . R., and St. Marks, Oro, have
been engaged in removing debts and adding to the
comfort of the buildings.

The committee havo the greatest satisfaction in
again noticing tho diligent and successful exertions
of the Lalies' Industrial Socicty. Mc:e than £30
ling been received from sales during the past year,
clear of all cxpenscs, and by this means tho wholo
y remaining debt upon the pavsona e has been removed
at a much carlier period than Jhe most sanguino had
anticipated; aud the society is no.r going on in good
carnest to assist in tho expense of sho new church.

Eugaged in so many local objects, requiring all
the encrgy that can be cnlisted to accomplish them.
The committee rejoice in the oxistence of n branch

and Giver of every perfect gift for this succeas,

while they would lovk in faith and hope for a
'contimlnnce of Lis favour. '

Your Cummittee, in taking a survey of the
Midland District, have to express great Sorvow
of licart, for the spustual desutution wlich
prevails throughout it, amongst the members of

0| our beloved Zion. While all other parts of the

church in this Diocese, show an increase in
the number of clergy, this portion has to

of this socicty in tho parish, as tending to keep alive
the proper unity of the church in action as well as
spirit.  Whiloe the members of this congregation owo
| their best thanks to clhristian friends at o distance
- for liberal assistunco to St. James's Church, it should

bo to them a cause of jious joy, that by tho contri-

bution of their mite to the common funds of the

Church Socicty, they arc permitted to shew their
interest in the Church’s onward progress throughout
jthe land, Under the circumstances alrcady men-
tioned, it would have been difficult to increase the
sum remitted to Toronto, the coinmittee have there-

Axxuat. Mezrixa o Tix Naraser Braxcu oF tug | deplore a great falling off and your Comuittee t fore been content to sond the samo amount £6 10s,

Cuuncy Soviery.
The Annual Meetmg of the Napanee

Branch of the Church Soriety, ok place on Rev. P, Shirley, who for many years had|offertory, £6 of which

Tuesday evening, the 27th of January, in SI.,
Mary Magdaleno’s Church.—There  were
present of the Clergy, the Rev. L. Mulkins, |
the Secretary of the Society for the city of
Kingston, the Rev. Mr. Dobbs, and the Rev.'
Mr. Clark.—The Rev. the Rector in the ch:xir.'
The meetng was well attended, and the several
resolutions were ably spoken to,  The Mis-
sionary objects of the Society were particularly
brought before the Mecting, and the duty of
contribuling, to aid the Church in this work |
clearly shown and enforced.  Thrown, as the,
Church now 13, upon the aflections of hery
members for her extensnn, and seeing 1!101
great spiritual destituton wluch prevails in this
portion of the Diocese, there isa loud call on
all who have the means to contribute, as God
has blessed them, to meet this want. At the
closo a collection was made in aid of the
Mission Fund of the Suciety. The following
is the report of the Committee.

REPORT,

The last Annual Meeting of this Branch of
the Church Society, was held in the summer,
8s, from the inclemency of the winter, it was

thought to be for the benefit of the Association,
to change the time of holding it to that season;

but finding, from its being a busy time of the,
year, that there was not the attendance which | for the cn
have returncd to the|of tho Ch

| though n work of ™ great magnitude to be hastily
j completed, has made -reat progress during the past
The extertor i finished, and it nced only be

was anticipated, we
winter and purpose holding it carlier than we
used, when we hope to have fine weather.
Your Committec have to report that the quar-
terly collections have been regularly made, and
sermons preached, bearing upon the objects of
the Society. The Collectors have also suc-

ceeded in raising £10 17s 94 by subscription,i

which does not appear in this year’s report of

| year.

would here deplore the loss which the church
has sustained in the removal, by death, of the

labored zealously in the townships of Camden
and Sheflisld.—This loss 1s particularly felt, as
our Missionaries are few: however, we would

desiie to bow . th submission to the will ol"

the Great Shepherd, who tries tus pzople for
their good,

Your Committee have to complin that,
considering our great spiritual destitition in
this part of the Dicese, the whole of the
nussion fund should be spent west of Toronto.
They think that, inasmuch as this part of the
Diocese contributes its portion, it should have
a share in the fund. They would entertain a
hope, that, when this is lovked into, by those
who have the disposal of i, a furer distnbution
will he made; and that, when they have to
report again, they will be able to congratulate
you, that a Missionary is not only laboring in
the Townships of Camden and Shefficld, but
that a travelling mnssionary is engaged n
ministering to the poor members of our church
in the Midland District, who are at present as
sheep having no Shepherd.

W. B. Laubper,
‘ Chairman.

Reronr-or zur Quirtia Bravcn or rER-CUURGH
SOCIETX-FOR IUE XEAR GUNMENCING MARCH,1856.
In making tiisreport the commi)(co feel that there
cause for yjorcing and gratitude to Almighty God,

raging progress majle in tho operations
ch since the last me, ..ng of this Society.
Church in this village,

is

The crcction of St. James’s

seated for the perfo manco of divine service. 1Its

golid and ecclesiastic 1 structure will form a beautiful
and substantial mer: rial to many gencrations that
the pure and spirit al worship of our church was
valued and maintain. 1 by obiristians of the present
Within the » me period a small church Las

day.

as on tho two previous years, together with the four

quarterly collections, amounting to £9 1s., making
inall £161s. £ has bLeen taken up at the

as been applied to the Sunday
School and charities, and tho remainder to expenses
of the church, ~mee .
At our Inst annual meeting the chairman expressed
| the hope that the socicty in this district would in
future bo conducted more in accordance with its
constitution Ly the organization of a district branch,
from which some beneficial district movement would
follow, and stated that he had urged the necessity
| of such a step in other places interested ; and accord-
ingly a resolution was passed expressing the desire
of this branch of the socicty to join in the proposed
jmeasure; but the committee regret to learn that
nothing has yet been done to prompte this desirablo
object. i

i In conclusion, the committce wopld carnestly com-
mend the Church Socicty to the prayerful and hearty
support of every meinber of the church in this mis-
1 sion, and implore the blessing of Almighty God upon
its cfforts here throughout the extent of its labours.

Fitzroy Harbour, February 26, 1857.

Drar Sir,—I perceive from somo remarks con-
tained in the last number of the Ecelesiastical Gazette,
that you experience some difficulty in preserving its
lifo for want of pecuniary nourishment.

I believe that the death of the paper, from such a
cause, would bo very discreditable to us as well as
to the lay .embers of the church. Is it possible

| that so little interest is realy felt in operations of
the churel in these provinces, that a paper whick
chronicles her acts cannot, or will not, receive suffi-
j cient encouragement to continue its work? The fate
y of tho ** Church,” paper is discreditable cnough. As
; we permitted the father to dic of inanition, common
shamo ought to induce us to throw a fow crumbs to
sustain tho tottering steps of the child
1 highly value the Gazette as & medium of com-
munication with distaut parts of my misuion, and asa
means of exciting interest in the work of the mission,
and diffusing a kuowiedge of what is doing, and bas
been done. I avail myself of my annual Church
Socicty reports for these objects, In theso I take
care to record any item of local interest, to explain
away misconceptions and to provoke to unanimity
and zeal—as comparatively few persons hear the
report read. I find it to bo an easy and highly
acceptible mode of affording all, without excoption,
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tho benefit of it, by inserting it in the Gazette and
distributing large numbers over the mission; n fow
dollars taken from the Parochial Church Socicty's
collection enables mo to do thig, and at the same
tiino to nid thoe paper.

If this practice wero generally followed the paper
could be maintained in o state of great efficiency,
and the funds of the several branches of the Church
Socicty would he most materally increased.  The
peoplo would soon learn to feel an interest in the
Churcl’s work, and tho Inbors of the clergymen
would bo very much facilitated.

I sincercly hope that the Guzelte will experienco n
speedy nccession of strength, and take o ucw and a
long lease of its valuable life.

I remain yours very truly,

J. Augxasprr Monris,

OPENING OF ST. PETER'S SCIIOOL, STEPNEY,

On Saturday o meeting was held on the occasion of
the opening of the new school-roomn connected with
8t. Peter's Church, Stepney. The building, an un-
pretending but commodivus and appropriate struc-
ture, is situnte in Brsex-street, and surrounded by a
dense and poor population, consisting principally ot
dock labourers and thar fumilics. The Rev. Mr
Rowsell, the zealous pastor of St. Peter's, having
felt the inadequacy of the existing institutions in
the parish to supply its spiritual and edueationnl
wants, resowved on the erection of the present build-
ing, and on Satunlay had the satisfiction of being
surrounded ou the occasion of its opening by the
Bishop of London, Mr, Gladstone, M P, Mr W
Cotton, Rev. Mr, Maurice, Mr. Charringtan, Mr
Gossiot, Rev. Mr. Chinmpneys, Mr. Currie, Revs, F,
8. Barry and 1. Steveasou, carates, and several of the
clergy and kuey of the district,  Besides the uso of
the building for tho purpnse of a sclioul, the Rov
Mr. Rowsell has obtawed the consent ot the bishop
to mako it avarlublo us a place of worship for short
services.  There remmns due on acevunt ot the build
ing n sum of £170, wiich no duabt will soon be
liquidated,

The Bishop of London, who presiled at the moet-
ing, said that ho had been requested to ba present at
the opening ot thisschool; and there were some pecu
liar circumstances connected with it which called tor
some observation on lus part.  He was informed by
Mr. Rowsell that it was to be used for various pur
poses—for a school, nand also for such social und
religious meetings as he hoped would bring him iuto
Tuore intumate connexion with the poorer classes ot
his parishioners. This might seem a departure from
the ordinary principles of the church %0 which they
belonged, but ke thought a feeling had grown, and
was becoming stronger every day, that they must
endeavour to call together for worship, howover they

- could get them, those masses of the populution who
" Were springing up around them thoughout the king-
dom. Every one who lud to do with them know
how difficult it wasto inducethe very poer to frequent
the parish church (hear, hiear).  People were apt at
times to consider tius difficulty imaginavy, aud tu
suppose—what was true enough in itself, though uot
spplicablein the preseat case—that where there was
» will there would be no difficulty. But the upper
classes were apt to make too hight of tho difficulties
of the poor. It was true that God could be worship
ped n rags as well as in broadcloth; but every one
- 'who know what the feelings of tho poor were—and
" their feelings were ng sacred /s ours—niust be awaio
that thero was a real practical difficulty m tius mat-
ter of dress—(hear, hear)—m addition to which the
poor man when he entered the church did not know
where to turn, and was afraid of occupymg the seat
which belonged t one of the wealthuer classes {hoar)
The difficulty unposed on then the duty of epening
up places of worship where such differences dishp-
peared, and where the poor were encouraged to con-
- sider themselves upon equality with ourscives. As

far as hig opinivn went, he considered this expansion
of the system of tho Chreh, a3 a means of meeting
n growing amd acknowledged want, advisable.  This
was a feeling of which ho need not be in any degree
ashamed.  1{o hoped, when everything unfitting for
worship was removed, that persons might pray to
God in this school-room as fervently as m churches
more especinlly dedieated to {lis worship, and that
by this means the number of s worshippers might
bo increased.  When Mr. Rowsell, theretore, apphed
to him for permission to uso this room as a place of
worship, ho replied that the plan had his kearty ap-
proval, anel he belioved the Inw of the land tuliy
sanctioned that course.  He was anxiony, as far as
hig authority went, that the plan should bo fully and
fairly tried (hear, hear).  And now, as he had the
opportunity of adidressing persons whom he wonld
not sce for o long time again, it might not be inap-
propriate, in one coming trom n distant part of Lon-
don to visit them, to say a few words., It wasa
circumstances ingeparable from tho stato of saciety
in which we lived that the rich and poor diverged
more and mare from each other (hear, hear). As
towns extended and population became dense i one
part, the wealthier classes separated themsclves more
aml more from their poorer brethren (hear, hear).
It therefore beeame their duty to guard agunst this
ten:dency of the age. For tho last seven years hie
lived in n manufacturing town, and there he saw on
a small scale what took place in London on n larger
seale—viz., the wealthy classes and all who could
atford it flying from the smoke nnd Gilth of tho tewn«
to the heaithy and pure air of tho conntry. The very
mannfacturers themselves, who gathered together
these measses of population, retived to their conatry
seats from tho dimngreeablo consequences of the
smoke and impure air wineh ther factories ereated.
This feeling seemed natural, but its consequences
were deploruhle, fur wo camo to this state of things,
that we had two nations instead of one—a nation ot
the rich and 2 nation of the puer, who werssepirated
uot mevely in theiwr feelings, their enjoyments, nnd
wn the wnequal proportion of the good things of this
hife, but by sctuslly distinet localities. The onc
tived in great streets and squares, where tho other
scarcely ever showed themselves (hear).  This phy-
sical isolation must produce bad moral effeets. It
was impossible for men who scldom saw each
other to havo nuch sympathy with cach other;
1t w3 impossiblo tor those who lived in the country
and in fresh air, aud in the midst of good things, to
kuow the grievances the poor suffered in theiwr
wretchied houses in the peat-up lanes and narrow
streets of tho metropolis (hear, hear). It was, there-
fare, of the greatest tmportance that those to whom
God’s providence hud given these worldly ndvantages
should consider it & part of their duty to mix more
than theydid with the poor—~to seo more of their dwell-
ings; to exert themselves more in their bebalf; and
to make them feel that they were one vith themselves
(bear, hear). Thoy all knew that they could get on very
badly without the labouring population (hear, hear)
Lt was all very well to tulk of the advantage of wealth
aud of the advantage of tho respectable middle class;
but where would they all be without the brawny arms
and manly hearts of tho labouring poor? (Cheers)
His lordship reminded tho clergy that it was thew
duty to attend to the puor especinlly, and to tel)
them that though the ¢ was a distinetion between ricl
aud poor fur a few brief years in this life, there was
no distinction in the sight of God (cheers )

The Rev Mr Rowsknu expressed his thanks to
thoso gentiemen, both clergy and laity, who by their
presence countenauced a work iu which ke was per-
sunally so tuterested.  Ho felt deeply indebted to the
l.ute bishop, to M 83 Buarlett C atts, to M« Cotton, to
Mr. Charles Bury, and to the inhalitants of the
parish generally, for the handsome manner in which
they responded to his calls for mid, and assisted m
tha bumiding of the schiowl.  In a poor and populous
dustrict, where many were kept from attending the
church for the reasons stated by the right Rev. pre-

late, thn oxistence of a building Jiko this, whero short
veligious sorvices wonld bo used, would bo n great
blessing.  Io intended that it shiould bo used also as
u place of sucial nmusement aud recreation. The
tabouring classes did not know what to do with thon-
selves when thoy came back trom their work, Thoso
who thought thoy ought to remain at howme did not
know what their liome< were. Mo was satisfied that
the social impravement of these clagses must precedo
their moral improvement It was no use gotting up
in the pulpit to preach purity, modesty, and holiness
of Iifo to persons who were living cight or nino in ono
room, ns was the case in the neighbourhood of tho
school (hear).  Hehaped bis locdshupin the ehinire, and
the vight hon. gentleman uenr hisn (Me. Gludstone),
would put it to the llouse of Commons to solve tho
soctal problem (hear, hear),  Not thirty yards from
this school was a wan il from typhus in aroom
whero lis wife and daughter had died, and when the
cage was looked into thy very bed was found satura-
ted from the cesspool that came in from bohind tho
premises  (hear, hear), Was 1t not necessary that
somethung should bedone to put u stop to such u state
ot things?  He thought the churcels itself was much
to Llamo in this matt.r.  Ways it notn great discour-
agement to tho laity when they saw a largo district
hike Stepuey put under seyuestration and the incomo
pawaed hice a watch ina pawa-office?  (Hear, hear).
I'ho deaduess of the church itself was the reason why
thousinds absented themselves fromit,  Tho bishops
ot the church were much to blame—nos, nos, consules
desumus,  Having spoken of theso things elsewhero,
tie feit 1t would e cowardico in him if ho held his
tongue in the presence of persons who had powoer in
the church and state, but who he belioved were pers
soustly nnxions to apply & remedy (hear, hear).

Mr. Gravstose, M I, moved the following rego-
lution :—+* That separation of rich and poor, by their
several resudences at east and west of lLondoan, de-
mands the activo interchangoe of love and co-operas
{ tton to sustam real church membership, aud that
every work of the Church of England in edueating
and teaching the poor and erowided population has n
claun upon the assistance of the richer members.”
tie sud iy lordsinp dwelt on this proposition in a
mamner which left nothing to be desived.  He enua-
cinted with sad and paful trath the doctring, that
wo were bound together i one body, even as the
body of our Lord, and thatin vi,.ac of that sacred.
velution we wero obliged to officcs of nutual love,
I'hese truths had now begome the common places of
our knowledge, but when they were first proclaimed -
to the falien races of maa they were startling dis-
coveries and revelations (hear, hear). These truthy
had not lost thetwr vitality by repetition, but we had
lost the cnergy, the truth, and tho sincerity with -
which they were received (hear, hear). The wards
came to the ear, but they passed by liko the idle
winl. The day would come, however, when acciety
vequived to be awakened to the fact, that under these
truths, which we heard without attention, thero lay
a meaning which, if not realised and applied to the
acts of daily life, we must, and perhaps vefors long,
rue the consequences (hear, hear). It was an un-
questionable truth, and o necessnry result of the laws
by which societies were constructed, that every house.
which was built for the nobleman, the wealthy land-
Jord, tho banker, or the merchant in Belgrave or
Baton squares, did generate o certain o wount of
population who were cast upon this eastern district,
who were removed out of sight, and therefore une
happily out of mand, of the wealthier cin.s. This
was 1 sertous and appalling state of things (hear,
hear) It was scarcely possible to Lope 1t should
receivo more than mitigation, Lut great mitigation it
might receive  The Metropolitan Visiting Relief
Association, which owed its ovigin to Ins Right Rev,
triend Bishop Bloomfield, was the first recogmtion,
in a permanent torm, of the duty which the west of
Lundon owed to the east (hear). That institution

could not not bo said to contemplate moral or sooial
improvement. It was a duty~and a sacred and

.



Ll e T

24

‘THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE,

solemn duty it was—to heal the sores of Lazarus; | Tho Rev. Canon Citamexkrs eeconded the resolu-

but they hiatt now lived into a time when, through the
raphd multiplication of population, aud through the
various disorganising influences which attended the
rapld creation of population, the povrer classes
had been permitted to full out of the Jinbitual treadi-
tions of religion, and the clergy had, with in.
adequate means, to face a real missionary work, and
to briwg under the influence of religion thoese mnsses
for whom Christinnity exasted only in wame.  Mr
Gladstono contrasted the comparatively lighter work
of the clergymen in rural districts with that to be
discharged in metropolitan parishes and zaid :—In
» district liko that, fubabited by an immense number
of persony, the clergyman is yequired to be the uni.
veranl fatiter of the people.  He has not the Inndlond
or the sqnire to slinre hisx responsibilities and
burthens,  He hag not rimply to preach to the peo-
plo and to recover them to the knowledge of Christ
y n direct ngency, but he must have a concern for

everything that regands tho social amprovement and

intellectual teaiuing of the young and old, aud the
whole of this charge—the offico and interchange of
sympathy and kindness, added to the training and
guiding of his people in religivus truth —the whole
of this charge, in the nbsence of the upper classes of
pocicty, falls almost undivided, on the shoulders of
tho clergy (hear). 1t was o fine and noble saying,
although it was & heathen sentiment, that to see a
bravo man struggling with adversity was a noble
spectacte; and so 1 say it is a noble spectacle
scarcely to be matched in the 19th century, when we
sco o Liruvo clevgyman struggeling in adversity; for
they are all in adversity who labour in these districts.
Thiey may be blessed with health awd sufliciency;
they may, under the Liersing of Divine PProvidence,
Lo blessed with a domestic cirele, aud reap its joys,
but the comlition of thoso pastors who huve to face
an appalling amount of socinl misery and ignorance
is, and ever must be, a condition of adversity.  The
atato of those who, when they look around, sce nothing
tut o gulf of darkness nml despair, is a perpetual

tion, which met witlh tho cordial support of the
meeting.

The Rev, Dr. Hessey, master of the Merchant
Taylors' School, moved,—* That the cfforts which
are being made in this district, consisting of 13,600
prrsons, mostly of the poorer classes, deserve con-
fidence and help.”

Mr. Linnky scconded the resolution, which was
carricd, and, after n voto of thanks to the right Rev.
prelate for presiding, the meeting separated,

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN
KNOWLEDGE.
67, LINCOLN'S 1NN FIELDS,
- Tuesday, & muary Oth, 1857,

Tho Lord Bishop of Loxvox in the Chair.

A letter which had been printed i the Report for
December from tie Lord Bishop of Rupert’s Land,
respecting his proposed cathedral, was again lnwd
vefore the Meeting, .

The Standmmg Committee, in pursuns ce of notice,
recommended that n grant of £600 Le :nade towards
a cathedral at Rupert’s Land.

This grant was then wade.

A letter from the Lord Ihishop of Toronto, dated
; Torontu, Canada, Nov. L9, 1830, supplyng the in-
formation required by the Svciety on the subject of
_the subdivision of this diocese, was laid before the
| Mecting. .

1t appeared that the whoie sum collected, with
gome stuall additious since obtained, nmounted to
ten thousand five hundred currency (£10,600), or
eight thousand fouv bundred sterling  (£8100),
and that the sum onginally contemplated, as the
minimum cuodowment for tho Bisopric, was ten
thonsand pounds sterling, or twelve thousand five
; hundred  pounds currency. The defisiency, there-

fore, nmounted to £1600 sterling, ov £2000 currency.
!A paper of statistics on the proposed Division of

sffiction, Iere is n man of no comuton energy, und ! the Bishopric of Toronto into three dioceses was Iaid
yet he does not geruple to tell yuu that there are ), before the Meetiug,  This statement showed that in
times, nud times not rare, when the exhaustion and | the diocese of London there sre 13 counties 3 in
discouragement cntailed by his labour drive him | Toronto (nccording to the proposed division), 14

. the efforts of those who have reccive
. education than thimsclves.”

almost to despair (hear). 1t is haed, but T will not } countics in Kingston 15 counties.

say too hard—for there is auather side to every xpee
tuacle of trinl and suffering.  This is thelaw by which

Besides the clergymen who are at present in full

[cmploymcnl, there are 10 cmployed in cdueation

the highest results are worked out; this is the way | and partially in wissionary work, nand 6 retired, from

by which the loftiest stages of Christian heroism are
attained; aund 1 will not say that those who achieve
them are to be pitied, bnt 1 will <ay that they are to
be sympathized with nnd nsusted T trust the time
has come when it has pleased God to maltiply the
tlass of pnstors to which Mr Rowsell Lelongs Shcnr)

The lev. . D. Mawaes: seenmded the resolution.
Tho Rev, gentleman observed that, althougl he he-
longed neither to the east nor to the west, he could
not help feoling there was a burden placed on the
west which it could not shake off  He believed the
rich would reccive a Vlessing, the extent off which

thiey could searcely estimate, if they were tocome and '

mix with the working classes, for he considered they
necded tho contact far more than the poor. The
west would derive as great a blessing from the enst
as the east could desire from tho west, for it necded

to bo refreshed with the manly strength of the strong !

and brave clusses who fogned the working mwillions
of tho land. The most distinguished men the country
ever preduced were born in tho east af London, and
in tho cast would still bo found the best elements out
of which a great nation could be formced.

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.

age or infirmity, making a total of 170 clergymen in
the whole diocese ng at present constituted.

A wmemoriad from the Bushop, the clergy, and the
Lay Representatives of the diocese of Toronto in
synod assembled, vequesting the Socicty’s aid to-
“ward tho extension of the Episcopate in Canada
West, was brought before the mecting.

A Map of Canada West, exhibiting the several
areas of the three proposed Bishopries, was also
brought under the attention of the Society.

The Standing Committee gave notice that they
should propose at the February Meeting a vote of
£500 towards the diocese of Kingston ; the amount
to bo paid us soun a8 the rest of the sum required
shall have been ralsed.

The Lord Bishop of Toronto lorwarded a letter

! thanking the vencrable Society for their donation

towards crecting tho cburches in the townships of
Rugsell and Osgoode. **It will bo to them (said
the Bishop) a seasonable belp, and I shall take care
"that sufficient progress bo mado in the buildings to
insure their completion before payment is made,”

! His Lordship inclosed a petition, from the Rev.
James L. Alexander, in behalf of a few families in

Mr. W. Corrox moved tie next resolution:—+The ' Saltficet on the Mountain, who have beguun to Laild
vitality of church membership should be expressed 'a small brick clhurch, and who require a small graut
by active brotherhood: and the Iabouring classes, | towards finishing it.

while they 8o largely contribute to the strength and

Tho Board agreed to grant £25 towards this small

happiness of the country, need the sympathies and | church.

a higher

The Bishop also forwarded a letter from the Rev.|

Dr. 0'Meara, upon the subject of his translations

into tho Ojihwa language of the New J'cstament and
Book of Commen Prayer.

SL'BS-(‘l-Hl’TlO.\'8 RECEIVED TO MARCH 16.

To end of Vol. 1L —M. II. G.. Montreal, 1s. 3d. on
account of Vol I11; Rev. M. K. Osnabruck, 2s. 6d,
on account of Vol. IIf.

To end of Vol. HL—Major W., Kingsey; W. W,
8., London; R. J., llamilten; N. G. G., Quebee, 2
copics.

7o end of Vol. 1V.—J. P, Montres!, Mis. E,
Kingsey; Rew. A. I, Kingeey; Rov. J. P. W,
Chambly; Rev. J. B., Chambly: Rev. R, G. G,
©arleton Place; W. H., Carleton Place; Rev. S-B.
A., Barrie; Rev. D. E. B., Thornhill; Rev. A. F. A,
St. Catharines: Rev. B. 13, Toronto, Rev. ¥. D. ¥,
Huntingford, 12 conies; Mrs. M., Quebee; Rev. J.
W, Grafton; Rev. A, 1., Paris; Rev, JI B., New-
eastle s Rev C. L. FUIL, Galt; Re.. Al ML, Adelaide;
Dr. A. F H., Montreal; I’ D., Montreal; Rev. T.
B. R., Orillia (2 copics Vol, 1V, muking 4 copies in
all): Rev. Dr. B., Toronto, 2 copies; Rev. J. B. W,
Smith's Falls; Rev. F. W. D., Ringston; Rev. J. W,
M., Tngersoll ; Rev. I B, 0., Lloydtown; J. IT,,
West Hawkesbury 3 Rev. J, D., Papincanville; J. B,
Thorahill; Geo. ., Thornhill; J. 8., Vaughan; Rev.
B. D, Credit; Rev. J, K., Bury; Lev. J. G., Huetly;
Rev. E. J. L., Montreal- C. D., Niagara; Rev. G.
A. B, Darton, 4 copics; W. K., Dundas; M. N,,
German Valley ; Rev. T. L., Drampton; Rev. J. L.
A, Stoncy Creek (2 cpies); Rov. R. W., Phillips-
bury.

76 end of Vol. V.-=Rev. J. M., Port Stanley; Rev.
T. C., Dudswell.

PROVIDENT

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY,

TORONTO, C. W.
LIFE ASSURANCE & ANNUITIES.
ENDOWMENTS FOR CHILDREN.

PROVISION FOR OLD AGE.

ital « « « « « = £100,000.
dup -~~~ 1,600,

HE PROVIDENT LIFE ASSURANCE AND

Investinent Company is now ready to receive
applications for Life Assuranco in all its branches,
and for granting Annuitics.

The Dircctorsof the ¢ Provident” are determined
to conduct the businessof the Company on equitable
principles; and, while using every necessary caution
in the regulation of their premiuns, will give parties
assuring cvery legitimate advantage to be attained
by a local company. Having every facility for in-
vesting the funds of tho Company at the best possible
rates of intercst, tho Directors have full confidence.
that, should the duration of Life in the British North
Amecrican Provinces beascertained to be equal to that
of the British Isles, they will be able at no distant
day, to make an important reduction in the Rates
for Assurance. Till that fsct is sscertained they
consider it best to act with caution.

The attention of Clergymen is particularly called:
to the tables of Rates for Endowment Assurance,
snd for Deferred Annuitics, by adopting either of
which, parties may for a small annual outlay secure
a comfortable provision for old age.

Tables of Rates and forms for application may be
obtained at the Office of tho Company,

61 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,
or at anv of the Agencies.

Ca
Pa

Hesry Rowsery, Prisrer, ToronTo.



