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CALENDAR OF HOLINESS MEETINGS.

.

Every Tuesday, at 3 p.m., at 207 Bleeker St. A hearty invitation is extended to all to
attend this meeting, Friends are free to come late or leave early when they are not
able to remain during the whole service, which usually continues for two hours,
Strangers in the city will easily find the place by taking any Sherbourne Street car
as far as Howard St., and & very little i mqmry at that point will suffice to find the
place, as it is qulte near.

Brockton Methodist Chuggh, Friday evening.

Every Saturday, at 7.30 p.m., at Dundas Street Church.

Every Sunday, at 4 p.m., at Berkeley St. Church.

Every Monday, at 8 p.m., et Queen St. Church: This is led by Dr. Ogden. Is well
attended, and will well repay strangers visiting the city for attending.

At Summerville, at the residence of Bro. Harris, every Tuesday evening, at 8 p.m.

‘Wilsonville, every alternate Monday evening, at 8 o’clock.

At Hagersville, at the residence of Erastus Hagar, every Saturday, at § p.m

At Galt, at the residence of I. X. Cranston, 3 Oak Street, Sunday, 3 p.m.

THE SO-CALLED «“GALT HERESY CASE.”

Ta18 book, containing a full account of the trial of the Galt friends, with two re-
ymarkable letters writtén by an independent onlooker, can be had by applying to J. K.
-CraANSTON, Galt, Ont. The original price, 25 cents, has now been-reduced to 10 CrnTs

. 'PER Copy, or $1.00 per dozen. Reader, can you not accomplish somethmg in this re-
‘vival by distributing some of them




THE

?ljiaeggm%iim' of %ulinesg

.Vor. VIIL

JANUARY, 1890.

* No. 7.

IN THE SECRET OF THY PRESENCE.

Psa. xxzi. 20,

I need not leave the jostling world,
Or wait till daily tasks are oer,

To fold my palms in secret prayer,
‘Within the close-shut closet door.

There is a viewless cloistered room,
As high as heaven, as fair as day ;
‘Wihere, though my feet ne’er join the throng,
My soul can enter in, and pray.

No human step approaching breaks
The blissful silence of the place ;

No shadow steals across the light,
That falls frora my Redeemer’s face.

And never through these crystal walls,
The clash of life can pierce its way ;
Nor ever can a2 human ear,
Drink in the spirit-words I say.

One, heark’ning even, cannot know,
‘When I have crossed the threshold o'er ;
For He alone who hears my prayer,
Has heard the shutting of the door.
—-Presbyterian.

Ir “holiness associations” develop an
anti-holiness party in the Church, it must be
on the same principle that the Prince of
Peace came to send a fire and a sword, and
to set members of the same household one
against the other; on the same principle
that the entering in of the law causes the
abounding of sin (Rom. v. 20); on the same
principle that God . excites the enmity
of the carnal mwind; on the sawme
principle that holiness always rouses un-
holiness. What a name is that to adopt or
accept, or even to lay under,—* An anti-
holiness party !” 'Who will own he belongs
to it.—Standard.

| fice.

INBRED SIN.

There is much to be written yet on
this intricate subject. Not that the sub-
ject itself is intricate when viewed in the
light of Pentecost, but it has been so in-
terwoven into modern creeds, as a great
unknown quantity, to cover up all forms
of ignorance and excuses for sin, that it
requires much patient investigation and
thoughtful discrimination to untangle
the intricacies which have ensued.

The history of sin, both in its ori-
gin and possible destruction, as por-
trayed by the-Bible, is simple and easily
comprehended. It is that sin entered
into the world by disobedience to the
law or government of God. But provi-
sion was made, by direct revelation to
man from time to time, whereby forgive-
ness and peace of conscience might be
obtained through confession and sacri-
These revelations were made
through individuals, as prophets, until
the final revelation of Jesus Christ.

It is, however, distinctly taught that
perfection of religious character, under
all the dixpensations, consisted in living
up to the possibilities of obedience pro-
vided for in the different dispensations.
Hence men were pronounced perfect in
former ages, who, judged by the possi-
bilities of the present dispensation,
would fall far short of the standard of
Christian perfection. .

This fact is taught in various ways,
not only by direct statement, but it can
be seen in the sense of satisfaction re-
alized by those who lived up to the pos-
sibilities of their times.

True it is that the prophe¢ts predicted
a dispensation of greater privilege and
blessing, and sighed after it, even as the:
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Christien to-day, although satisfied in
God, does not discount that soul satis-
faction when he sighs for the glories
o«f heaven—being in a strait betwixt
the two, having & desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is far better. So
no thought of condemnation found a
place in the conscience of a Daniel or an
Isaiah, because they did not personally
realize these soul experiences of the
coming better day, each was perfect in
his generation.

And yet, as the writer of - e epistle
to the Hebrews shows, it was impossible
for the blood of bulls and of goats to
make them perfect as pertaining to the
conscience—that is, to measure up to
the privileges of the Spirit’s dispensa-
tion, for in them was s remembrance
made of sins every year.

But all this is radically changed in
the present age, & new and better cove-
nant having been originated.

How does all this touch the question
of inbred sin ? it may be asked, and the
answer is, much every way, chiefly in
the fact that there is no trace in all the
former covenants of any distinetion
made between actual sins committed
and inbred sin as affecting either the
guilt or character of the servants of
God, and, therefore, at least the distine-
tion now attempted to be made, as far
as the saints of God were concerned
under the former dispensations, can only
appeal to our curiosity, and had it been
mooted in their day, it could have only
affected them in the same way.

The fact that sin had entered into the
world, and death by sin, and that sin
was in a sense also propagated by gene-
ration, was plainly recognized,as witness
such expressions as, “ They go astray as
soon as they be born, spesking lies.”
“Behold I was shaper in iniquity,and
in sin did my mother conceive me.” And
yet the fact also was clearly taught
that .o spiritual penalty for sin de-
scended from father to son, as is most
clearly argued out by the prophet Eze-
kiel—the son did not bear the iniquity
of the father—it was only the soul that
sinned that died. He further refutes
‘the false doctrine taught in his day un-
.der the convenient creed, “The' fathers
:have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-

dren’s teeth are set on edge,” denying it
in toto.

Hence our argument is, at this point,
that the dogma of inbred sin was not a
part of the ereed of the ancients, as in
any way affecting the standing of the
child of God, nor was any point raised
as to whether it could be cleansed away
or not. -Any Jew who confessed his sin
or sins to God through the appointed
sacrifice could at once say, “ Come and
hear all ye that fear God, and I will tell
you what He hath done for my soul. . .
Verily God hath heard me. He hath at-
tended to the voice of my prayer.” No
thought of some second blessing or sec-
ond spiritual crisis was recognized when
inbred sin might be eliminated from the
soul—the forgiven sinner was at once
eligible to all the blessings and immuni-
ties of earth and heaven. The par-
doned soul was simply told to go and
sin no more, and henceforth he might
walk in all the commandments of the
law blameless.

And, further, we contend that it was
a fact that when the Jew carried out in
full obedience the distinet laws of Moses
he had not that conscious unrest of soul
which has, since the days of Pentecost,
originated the peculiar teachings con-
cerning inbred sin.

God cvidently connected with the per-
fection of obedience to Mosaic law, in-
ner satisfaction, or soul rest, and hence
there was no exciting cause for invent-
ing fantastic ereeds to calm the conscience.

But now that the law of the Gospel is,
walking im the Spirit, He has connected
with failure to carry out this His ap-
pointed way, unrest of soul, a conscious
lack, and this is the origin of all forms

of efforts to secure something as a sub- *

stibute for the law of the Spirit.

Of all these substitutes, the most
elaborate ones are formulated in connec-
tion with the subject of inbred sin,
whether it be used in the hands of Cal-
vinist or Arminian; the ("alvinist using
the doctrine to ease his conscience by
proving to himself that this felt unrest
of soul, this sense of dissatisfaction, is
inevitable and ineradicable, and there-
fore to be endured as a necessary afflic-
tion, and the Arminian proving that it
may be extirpated fully.
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But as, generally, the provision made
in the Gospel for the destruction of
this soul unrest, viz, walking in the
Spirit, has been overlooked or rejected,
these ereeds and recommendations, start-
ing from en unscriptural basis, are con-
fusing, lack clear-cut statement, and
have an unsatisfying result. That is,
they do not in any case secure the result
aimed at, viz, perfect rest of soul con-
cerning obedience to God, and continual
divine approval.

The advantage of the pentecostal
truth is that it fully meets the imperial
cry of the soul for complete conformity
to the law of God, and when acted out
relegates the whole subject of inbred sin
to the non-essentials of creeds, seeing
that, without having solved its ;ayste-
ries, the righteousness of the law is
being fulfilled by walking in the Spirit.

For if I, by accepting the provisions of
the Gospel in the gift of the Holy Ghost,
am walking worthy of God unto all
pleasing, if not only I have the ap-
proval of my conscience in this matter,
and the indireet evidence that I keep
the commandments of God, but also the
clear, unmistakable witness of the Spirit
that what I do is right and pleasing to
Him, how can I possibly attach any
practical importance to the subject of
mnbred sin? It can, in the nature of
things, only appeal to my curiosity.

If the ybet‘ou]ed spgng hasy been
cleansed as a matter of fact, and I
have free access t"iereto to quench my
thirst, it can only interest my curiosity
when investigating the manner of its
purification.

If T have discovered a gold mine on
my property, and there can be no ques-
tion raised as to its ownership, the inci-
dents leading to its discovery are not of
vital importance. '

But if I am scheming to clarify the
life-giving fountain, or contending for a
fortune in the courts of law, then it is
more than a matter of curiosity how I
may clarify the one or secure the other.
It may be a matter of vital importance.

So, if we have discovered that if we
confess our sins to God, through Christ,
He forgives all the past, and adopts us
into His family as His forgiven, regene-
rated children, and that if, as His ac-

cepted followers, we receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost in the pentecostal sense,
that is, to walk in Him as the supreme
law of life, we can and do the Father’s
will on earth as it is done in heaven,
and have His constant swile of approval,
then, we maintain that all the intrica-
cies of theological discussion surround-
ing the subject of inbred sin may or may
not be examined into, it is simply and
only a matter of secondary importance,
and does in no way necessarily affect
our standing with God as His obedient,

 acceptable children.

Having, then, brought our .argument
to this stage, we will take it no further
in this article, contenting ourselves with
a kind of restatement of the conclusions,
thus far arrived at, viz, that under the
Mosaic regime no provision was made
for walking in the Spirit, but the Jew
was not only forgiven by following the
Mosaie ritual for his case made and pro-
vided, but also attained to, or continued
to live a holy life by following minutely
the laws of Moses. When he thus acted
he was liable to no condemnation, the
result of actual transgression,or the out-
come of the inbeing of sin. His obe-
dience being perfect, God permitted no
soul unrest to mar h s peace of mind,
and hence there was no call for him to
exalt the subject of inbred sin to the im-
portance,of a creed. Having no real or
imagined practical value, the subject did
not occupy a conspicuous place in his
theological world.

When David failed to carry out the
Mosaic instruetions minutely in convey-
ing the ark of the covenant from one
place to another God arranged that
trouble should be the necessary accom-
paniment of failure to carry out His
way of- procedure.

But when the king returned to the
simple provisions of the law all went
well, no residuum of trouble in any direc-

‘tion ensued; nay, blessings abundant

fell upon all concerned, uptil David him-
self danced for very joy before the ark.
So God hath ordained that when man
carries oud His instructions, eomplete
satisfaction and abundant joy always
must come to him in so doing. God’s way
in the present dispensation is the way of
the Spirit, and he who walks in Him
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continually as the only supreme Teacher
and law of life, as the one and only way
of access for the believer to the Father,
gecures, necessarily, complete soul satis-
faction in all his doings, and fulness of
Joy, so that there is no residuum of soul
trouble to call for, and cling to, intricate
creeds concerning inbred or any other
kind of sin. Having free access to the
clarified spring, having undoubted pos-
session of the golden treasure, and thus
every want completely satisfied, to him,
comparatively speaking, it is a matter
of indifference as to whether sin is the
result of one act or of many ; whether it
is transmitted through the body,the mind
or the soul, or neither; or whether its
force or virus is increased or diminished
by vicious or godly ancestors, He may
enter into, and take an active part in,
the discussions which have arisen around
these questions, but he does so on the
understanding that they are non-essen-
tials, and any and all results of such
discussions can in no wise affeet him in
his conscious oneness with Christ, his
soul satisfaction in walking with God,
or his abounding joy in the Holy
Ghost.

But if not so walking in the Spirit,
then God has made it necessary that he
should have soul trouble as one who is
not taking God’s method for obedient
walk with Him. And so long as he fails
to walk in the Spirit, no matter how
well fortified with convineing arguments
for not so doing, he must be the subject
of soul trouble; hence to him it is all
but inevitable that he should regard the
subject of inbred sin as of vital impor-
tance, and whether as Calvinist or Ar-
minian, contend for his formulated views
thereof as one contending for his life,
opposing him who walks in the Spirit as
thereby doing God’s service.

To him, thus leaving God’s metiod of
righteousness, and seeking to establish
another kind, even that of keeping the
written and oral laws, correcthess or
creed on this subject of inbred sin is of
prime importance, and the ery of heresy,
when hurled at one who walks in the
Spirit, has in it in part, if not wholly,
the fierceness and irreconcilable antag-
onism which was witnessed when Jew
and Greek united their forces to prevent

the spread of spirituality in the world
in the times of the apostles.

HOLINESS AND DEBT.

The editor of a leading holiness
periodical was once asked the question
as to the wisdom of one who was in
debt professing holiness in public. The
reply given in his pericdical was that
the brother should bend all his enzrgies
to get out of debt, but in the meantime
avoid being conspicuous as a professor of
the grace of holiness.

That dictum passed without criticism
from the other holiness periodicals.
And, indeed, we have reason to believe
that that editor voiced the general
opinion on this subject. But, as will be
noticed by any who read our financial
story in the last EXPoOSITOR, it directly
condemned our life and conduct, and we
believe its tendency is to work mischief
in the ranks of Christians.

In the first place, we ask, why should
there be a distinction made between
Christians in this matter? Why leb it be
understood that one may, unchallenged,
be conspicuous in Church work, although
in debt, so long as he only professes justi-
fication, but the moment he obtains the
blessing of holingss he should immedi-
ately shrink into a ccrner. The advice,
we maintain, is every way objectionable,
even from the stendpoint of an attempt
to discriminate between Christians in
this respect.

Mr. Moody, when asked, at one of his
conventions, where there was « call for
money, if one who was in debt should
contribute, replied in the negative.
However, there is not the unanimity in
this case thai there is in the other; for
some writers, when discussing the tith-
ing question, take the ground that one
of the results of tithing is the ability to
pay debts more rapidly.

With this last opinion we have much
sympathy, for it tallies closely with the
law of the Spirit as making God’s elaim
upon our resources superior to that of
man’s, even where honest debts are con-
cerned.

But again,the answer given to the ques-
tion by our editorial confrére is faulty,
in that it undertakes to supplement
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Scripture utterance. How constantly is
it iusisted on, by all prominent teachers
of holiness, that the Bille teaches that
they who obtain this grace should let
their light shine, that is, should take ad-
vantage of every public opportunity to
give their testimony for the double pur-
pose of saving themselves from condem-
nation and spreading Seriptural holi-
ness in the world.

Now, if any human teacher has
authority to make one general exception
to this law, there must He human author-
ity somewhere to make other exceptions,
and thus the Word of God would be made
of no effect through the manipulations
of men. This particular editor must
either arrogateto himself divineauthority
for this his deliverance, or recognize the
right of all other teachers to take the
same liberty with the laws of the Bible.
But as he would most likely repudiate
the one, then it follows there is no
human cor Bible authority for thus
limiting the scope of Seripture utter-
ance.

Bat again, the law of expediency is
urged to back ap this holiness rule; ac-
cording tothe teaching of the apostle Paul,
« All things are lawful unto e, but all
things are not expedient.” Well, granted
the possibility of inexpediency in this
thing, who is to be the law of interpre-
tation concerning what is expedient and
what is not ?

Revelation has placed this power in
nd human being or group of men, and
plainly he is an unsurper who speaks

authoritatively concerning-any general-

rule regarding inexpediency. Paul
alludes to the subject simply to explain
his conduct, not as acting out some law
of revelation, or of the Church in its
general or individual capacity, and
plainly implies a like liberty to all in
acting out the law of expediency. What
might be expedient for one uunder a cer-
tain set of circumstances, might not be
expedient for another under-similar sur-
roundings, and so Paul recognized the
universal liberty of the Christian in his
attitude towards this law by not at-
tempting to lay down any dogmatic
rules for the Christian’s guidance. He
simply, in a given instance, examines
the act in its possible bearings on others,

and shows that even acts, in themselves
innocent, become morally wrong when
we know that they connect themselves
with evil results as their necessary con-
sequents.

That it is wrong to commit sin, or to
be the conscious means of sin in others,
is taught of God and admitted univer-
sally by man. Not only the Bible, but
universal conscience pronounces this ver-
dict, with no doubtful voice. Butb the
most that any one can do with the law
of expediency, when another is con-
cerned, is to give them the advantage of
our view of the question when examined
from our own standpoint, with the
understanding that there is not a trace
of dictation or constraint in our advice
—in short, wit: the perfect under-
standing that each must here be p law
to himself as far as the human is con-
cerned. :

It will thus appear that the culminat-
ing thought of this article is that when
s Christian, no matter what are his
experiences or professions concerning
holiness, is overtaken by the misfortune
of deb$, he can look for no authori-
tative utterance from man to guide
him amidst the bewildering perplexities
which are sure to surround him when
urged by conscience or Providence to
engage in any form of Christian work.
And further, he nesed not be perplexed
by any published or silent, although well
understood, rule apparently affecting his
case. That is, he may go to his Heav-
only Father for guidance, and secure
absolute knowledge concerning what is
best for him to do, even if that course
should be opposed to the best judgment
of all others.

The way he is led to take will not be
recessarily wrong because it is opposed
to the judgment of professed Christians
generally, nor necessarily right because
ib harmonizes therewith. It will be
right if he is taught of God, and there is
in this dispensation of the Spirit no
other solid foundation for personal know-
ledge.

And so we end this parbt of the sub-
jeet by maintaining that the Christian
is shut up to the law of the Spirit for
guidance in this thing.
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EXPOSITION.

*If ye be without chagtisement, whereof all are
a.rtalitgs,s then are ye bastards and not sons,"—
£B. 12:8,

The meaning of this verse is apparent
by the comparison instituted in the con-
text between the discipline used upon
his child by an earthly parent and that
used by our Heavealy Father.

The first meaning which strikes the
mind in connection with the word “chas-
tisement” is deserved punishment for
wrong-doing. So here the writer shows
that all wrong-doing on the part of the
children of God secures merited punish-
ment, and that this inflicted pain is used

by Him to turn us away from sin to be’

partakers of His holiness.

But, carrying the analogy still further,
we are to infer that when the end of
cLastisement is accomplished; viz., holi-
ness of life, then it ceases absolutely.

This latterthoughtistoooftenforgotten
by man;, and by a species of confused
reasoning chastisement for sin is as-
sumed to be a sign- of somship with
Christ, and therefore to be borne with
martyr resignation. This evidently is a
serious error. .

What would we think of a child who,
when punished for bad conduct, paraded
the fact of his punishment before him-
self and others as simply and only the
proof of the relationship between him-
self and his father?

Again, any father who really has the :

good of his son at heart always connects
the punishment inflicted direetly with
the fault committed, and sees to it that
the son is fully consciou. of the intimate
relation between the twe. Shall we
look for a less intimate union between
our sins against God and His chastising
rod ? Or shall we fail to know that con-
nection if eager to learn ?

‘Whipping, on general principles, is
execrated by all, and is never indulged
in by man unless blinded by passion.
The absurdity of the thing is indicated
in the fact that it is sometimes said, by

.way of a pleasantry, that the hog is the

only animal which can be justly beaten
on general principles, for, it is added, it
is always safe to assume that it is either
fresh from mischief or on the way to it.

Now when we are challenged by Serip-
ture to compare the chastisements of our
Heavenly with our earthly father, then
it is safe to assume that He does not
chastise on general principles, and, there-
fore, His children can always, if they
will, see the direct connection between
their sins and the chastisement of God
inflicted upon them therefor; and yet
our observaton tells us that this simple
spiritual truth is not very generally ac-
cepted, and so if comes to pass that
often, too often, alas, the efforts of the
Spirit of God to turn away His chil-
dren from sin are hindered by the refusal
to leurn definitely the mind of God con-
cerning the punishment he has inflicted
because of them.

Another error connected with this
subject is in assuming that even afte-
sins have been forgiven and put away,
our Heavenly Father continues His chas-
tisements. This is made to appear by
anglogies drawn from our history here.

The man who kills or robs, even if
forgiven of God, does not escape the
merited punishment of his crime, at the
hand of man. Sins against the body,
even when forgiven of God, genrerally
go on inflicting their punishments on
the body to the end of life; and so of
sins against the intellect, against know-
ledge, and against fortune or wealth.

We frankly acknowledge that here is
2 nice point which’ needs delicate han-
dling. But it will be seen that if we
follow the analogy given us by the apostle
still further, it will shed much light upon
the difficulty. The father does not con-
tinue to punish the child after he has
confessed his fault and brought forth all
proper fruit of repentance, and there-
upon received full forgiveness. In well-
regulated families all chastisement as
punishment for wrong-doing then ceases.

However, this may be noted, often,
even after forgiveness has been given
and received, a judicious parent will con-
tinue to inflict chastisement as a form of
discipline to help the' child or others in
the same family:to guard against similar
faults, Nay, even where no sin against
the parent has been committed, the child
is submitted to a severity of discipline
for the good of all concerned, which, in
the pain caused thereby, is fully as acute
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&3 the chastisement of the rod of correc
tion. But the essential difference be-
tween discipline and chastis ment for
offences committed is understood by all.
In the latter case the act of forgiveness
absolutely ends all chastisement, but
even tearful pleading on the part of the
child does not necessarily end the disei-
pline, seeing its continuance in spite of
the pain connected therewith is essential
for the future well-being of the one
undergoing it.

Hence it can readily be seen that
chastisement, when it means punishment
for wrong-doing, ceases at once when
the wreng is put away by repentance
and forgiveness; but when it means
discipline as a source of improvement
for the forgiven child of God, it does not
disturb the relations of loving compla-
cency between us and our Heavenly
Parent. “Now no chastisement (of this
latter sort) seemeth to be joyous but
grievous ; nevertheless, afterward, it
yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness to them that are exercised thereby ”

WHAT A CHANGE!

“ The doctrine of Christian perfection,
attainable in an instant by a simple act
of faith, was made prominent in Metho-
dist congregatious in 1762, and ever
after it -vas tue chief topic of Mr.
Wesley’s ministry and that of his itin-
erant preachers.”—ZEuntract from Tyer-
mamn’s Life of Wesley.

He would be a bold man who would
write thus concerning Wesleyan itiner-
ant preachers of to-day, and say that
generally in Methodist pulpits the doe-
trine of Christian perfection is the
chief topic. Such a statement would
simply cause a startled smile from min-
isters and members of all shades of
opinion.

That a remarkable change has come
over the Methodist pulpits generally in
this respect is so manifest that it needs
but be stated to secure universal accept-
ance,

Is tb; change for the better? On
every hand it is admitted that it is not.
We do#not assert that there is a un-
animous admission to this effect, but we

do unhesitatingly state that there is a
very general verdict of this ' ind.

In every generation, iilst  this
change was being made appa  at, author-
itative statements were put on re ord by
the representative men of Methodism to
this effect, and no one in open confer-
ence or in editorial chair called them in
question; and even to-day, Presidents of
Conference and Bishops, in representa-
tive gatherings, when they make simiiar
statements, find them wunopposed or
accepted by silent consent.

True it is that in this present genera-
tion the opponents of the doctrine are
making themselves felt in the use of
more than' covert teachings in ob-
scure pu.pits, and are voiced by bishops
and editors in divers places. But this
fact, 1n view of the continued protest
against the gradual tendency to make
this doctrine less and less conspicuous
from the days of Wesley till now, has
but little significance further than to
make more manifest the pronounced
change which has taken place.

- 'The fact, then, of the change must be,
is admitted generally, also the fact of
the conspicuous absence of what Johr
Wesley called the “ Methodist testimony»
from the Churches which he founded,
must be frankly acknowledged.

He would be a reckless man who
would undertake to prove that one in
ten, on an average, of Methodist mini-
sters, were known to possess this definite
experience, or testitied distinctively to
it, either in Canada, England or the
United States; or further, that it was
not exceptional to find a Church where
even one was a clear, definito witness of
this grace. ’

True it is, that the number of wit-
nesses to this experience is considerably
greater to-day in Canads, than it was
ten yearsago. Nevertheless, after group-
ing together all who make any preten-
sions t3 claim this blessing as a present
definite possession, without staying to
weed out from the number all those
whose profession and lives do not har-
monize, it cannot but be admitted that
evew then the number would fall very
far short of a tenth of the whole mem-
bership. =~

From all of which it follows either
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that John Wesley blundered egregiously
when he declarcd that the Methodist
Church was raised up for the express
purpose of spreading seriptural holiness
in the world, meaning by the expresssion
this distinetive experience of Christian
perfection, or, as the only other alterna-
tive, the Methodist Church has conspicu-
ously failed in accomplishing its heaven-
ordained mission.

Tf the fault is in Wesley, then it is a
most serious, a foundational one, and
should secure for him an estimate in the
mind of the devout, thoughtful student
of his life, much lower than that which
posterity has given him.

But it Wesley’s utterances on this
subject are correct and will stand the
closest scrutiny, then the leaders of the
Methodist Church, in place of burning
incense to denominational <tatistics, at
centennial and other representative
gatherings, should rather lock for the
robe of the weeping prophet that they
might commiseratethemselves and others
over the desolationy of Zion.
~ Moreover, it requires not much pene-
tration of mind to discover the fact that
this small percentage of professors of
Christian perfection, however permeated
with errors indoctrine in other directions,
are more truly the lineal descendants of
the Wesleys than all the others however
they may boast of orthodoxy in the
main. The very term “these holiness
people” given possibly by way of re-
proach, or at all events as a title denoting
distinctiveness, pronounces upon them
as possioly true Methodists aceording
to John Wesley’s definition of the term,
and at the same time implies that they
who use the epithet make it impossible
for them to claima that position, John
Wesley being judge.

THE TE."DENCY TO LEAN UPON
OTHERS. .

This is very marked in all, and it is
never eradicated until our trust is fixed
on God slone, if even then. Tut be it
remarked that this disposition of soul is
not destroyed when we simply repeat
words of trustin God. Qur willingness
to trust in the arm of flesh may be as

decided after we adopt the Bible ¢reed
concerning this thing as before that
epoch.

How we have witnessed this spirit
manifested toward ourselves on the part
of many since God thrust us out to the
front in this work. We have been forced
to the conclusion that it would not be a
difficult matter to gather around us a
personal following of professed Chris-
tians to whom our word would be as
the very laws of the Bible. And we
believe our experience is not exceptional
in this thing, but must be the experience
of every prominent person in Christian
work ; and we further remark that it is
doubtless one of the subtlest forms of
temptation whereby one can be assailed.

The Church was very young in its
history when this spirit began to mani-
fest itself. I am for Paul, I for Knox,
I for Wesley, and I for Christ,but voices
the very general falling into this uni-
versal temptation. .

But the results of falling before such
well circumstanced temptations are very
sad indeed. “Cursed be the man that
trusteth in men,” is none too strongly
worded to startle us into the terrible
consequences of falling into Satan’s trap,
for it brings a withering blight, both on
him who accepts the position of spiritual
guide to others, as well as on those who
become his dupes.

The professed follower of God through
the Spirit, who permits even the spiritual
denunciations of a brother professor of
holiness to influence him in his obedient
walk with God, has entered the path of
danger; and he who solicits the offices of
another to discover for him the mind
of God in any direction has already
fallen from grace. :

Imagine one in confidentisl friendship
with another, leaving the side of his
friend to seek some one to find out the
mind of his friend concerning any matter
to report the same to him. Would not
a man guilty of such conduct be called a
hypoerite if all the time he continued to
say that his confidential relations with
his friend were not interrupted ? How
much more should similar conduct be
execrated wher it has to do with the
Comforter and Guide into all truth, who
has taken the place of Jesus in confiden-
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tial friendship with all His disciples?
Let us, then, walk in the Spirit, and we
shall not be a prey to such human weak-
ness or court the fearful denouncements
of Holy Writ.

« HE WILL SHOW YOU THINGS TO
COME.”

Yes, but He also is the Judge when
it is best for all concerned that we know
of coming events. Nevertheless, it may
be added that as He is love itself, and is
pledged to carry out His promise that all
things shall work together for our good,
it follows, then, that whenever it is for
our good we shall know things to come.
He who desires more prophetic know-
ledge than this desires that which is not
only contrary to the wishes of his
Heavenly Father, but also against his
own best interests.

The promise then crystallizes to this,
that whenever and wherever any know-
ledge of the future in any form is essen-
tial to our well-being, it is as surely
guaranteed to us as pardon, purity, or
Holy Ghost power.

Does one, because of this positive, un-
equivocal promise, feel an impulse to
tease the Almighty for the prophetic
powers of a Daniel or aJohn? To have
that wish realized might be ruin both to
body and soul.

What further of good can a well-
balanced mind wish to extract from this
rich legacy of Christ than that we shall,
when led of the Spirit, be equal to every
emergency, even when that implies the
necessity of foreknowledge concerning
any matter.

How our hearts go out in thanksgiv-
ing and praise to our great Captain as
we realize how carefully He has guarded
us against all fears of the result when we
commit ourselves absolutely to the Com-
forter Divine, to be led by Him hence-
forth and forever, seeing He has pro-
vided against our fears concerning the

*future, such promises as these. With
what reckless confidence may the child
of God walk the highway of holiness?

5 “The so-called Galt Heresy Case.”
See notice on second page of cover.

IMPRESSIONS.

Tmpressions are very unsafe and unsatis-
factory as motives of action, because they
proceed from so many different sources.
When we talk about being led by impres-
sions, we ought to use the utmost care.
First, impressions are made upon us by the
state of the atmosphere about us. Many
people are despondent, if the weather is
gloomy, er, if not despondent, the nervous
system is relaxed, and becomes a source of
temptation.  Second, impressions from
psychological causes, not yet fully under-
stood. How many striking illustrations we
have of this! Suddenly, without anything
to suggest it, we think of a friend whom,
psrhaps, we have not thought of for a long
time, and remember that he owes us a letter.
We go to the post office and there is a letter
waiting for us, that was penned and on its
way before we thought of it. We have had
this occur again and again. These occult
laws of the mind, that some philosopher will
yet explain, are the occasion of these things.
On the same principle is that surety we
sometimes have of the occurrence of certain
events. We can give no reason for it, but
it comes to pass as accurately as if we knew
it. 'Third, impressions from the devil. He
has it in bhis power to tempt us in many
ways; to suggest thoughts of evil, to per-
suade us to evil and disaster; he can tempt
us to despond, to doubt, and to fear; to make
us morbid. Fourth, impressions from the
Holy Spirit. He is in the world to lcad His
people into the truth. Now the question
will arise, what shall we do amidst such a
variety of impressions? We believe the
following are safe rules for guidance :—

1. To allow no action nor thought con-
trary to the Bible spirit and morals.

2. To act in harmony with good common
sense. God gave common sense as truly as
He did salvation, and both are for use.

3. Never to bie in a hurry in things over
which we entertain any doubt.

4. To remember that if we belong wholly
to the Lord He will allow no evil sugges-
tions to injure us, if we are candid and pro-
pose to walk by His Book. The Lord will
not allow any of His children to be over-
reached by the devil.

5. To be teachable and humble, willing to
be instructed, and not put our impressions
in antagonism with the Bible and the godly
judgment of men of long experience in the
things of God.—Chkristian Witness.

] REMARKS.
We give this article that it may be
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seen, in object form, what confusion of
thought necessarily results, and unten-
able positions have to be assumed when
the Holy Spirit is denied His true posi-
tion with the Christian as guide supreme
into all truth.

The difficulties connected with the
subject are fairly well stated in the first
paragraph, with this exception that the
work of the Holy Spirit and that of the

. devil are put on an equality as far as
making impressions is concerned.

But in giving rules for the manage-
ment of the troublesome matter is where
difficulties chiefly abound.

The first rule would certainly destroy
Abraham as a pattern of obedience when
attempting to sacrifice his son, and,
moreover, it plays«nto the hands of all
those who think that the Bible does
sanction sor:e things which possibly the
writer condemns, For instance, by this
rule a Presbyterian lady would be for-
ever prevented from breaking her silence
in the churches. By this rule, also, an
apostle of the dress question, or of ex-
treme views concerning faith cure, or for
that matter, concerning purity and
maturity, yes, even of Zinzindorfism
would be ruled out of the benefits of
divine guidance concerning these things,
for most of them honestly think they
are scriptural in their beliefs.

As to the second rule, we remark that
it certainly is in harmony with good
common sense to obey God, even as
Abraham did, when that obedience
seemed to set at naught what generally
passes for common sense. Bubt mani-
festly this deliverance rules out all such
extraordinary actions as those connected
with the prophets and apostles. Accord-
ing to it common sense ceases to be
common sensz when it fails to harmonize
with the voice of the multitude. When
Dr. Coke insisted on going to Ceylon in
the face of the common sense of the
whole Conference, according to this rule,
he was sadly astray.

The third rule is & wholesome one
when there is no need for any rule.
PBut what about its application when not
to follow the impression is to act
promptly against it ? For example, an

impression comes to a preacher to change
his text when in the act of rising to

announce it to the congregation. How
would the rule work at such a time?
Would not a rule like the following be
exactly similar yet simpler:

3. Act on no impression whether from
your own mind, the devil, or the Holy
Ghost, which requires promptness or
hurry in carrying it out ? .

But behold how the fourth rule makes
needless all the others! If you belong
wholly to the Lord He will see to it that
you will not be the prey of false im-
pressions. Now this is comforting, and
implies that the one and chief business
nf the Christian is to remain wholly the
Lord’s, then he will need none of these
rules, nay, he may throw them into his
waste basket with supreme indifference
as t0 any evil consequences arising from
his failure to either master their intrica-
cies or retain them in his memory. The
limiting clause is so very mild and in-
consequential that it might be left out
and scarcely be missed, for the very
lotwest form of Christian life 3s founded
on candor and the intention to be in
harmony with the Bible. After this
assuring statement, does not the multi-
plication of rules tend to flood the mind
with doubts concerning their value; and
even awaken the suspicion that wue
writer of them is not very certain of
their soundness ?

But the climax is reached in the fifth
and last rule, when it is admitted that,
after all, infallible guidance cannot be
secured from ourselves, the Bible, or the
Holy Spirit, but rests in {he bosoms of
godly men of lomg experience in the
things of God.

We suggest, however, that another
rule is needed to define the number to
be consulted, and the length of time
necessary to constitute them an authority
in these matters. For without such a
statement the result of consultation
with others will be meagre, as we
have often proved. Again, what pro-
vision is to be made for differing judg-

ments between these men of experience.

Suppose & perplexed one should consult
them concerning the subject of purity
and maturity, would they be certain to
get a unanimous verdict from godly men
of long experience in the things of God?

Examine this rule long emough, and

. v o o p—
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you will find the Pope’s head slyly
lurking underneath. The first general
departure from the infallible guidance
of the Holy Spirit paved the way for
the inmfallible Pope, and wherever the
same rejection of God’s provision for
sure, unerring guidance is witnessed, the
same inevitable tendency to exalt the
human to His vacant throne must take
place. It matters not whether it be in
the form of prominent, dead theologians
or ancient councils; present denomina-
tional or editorial teachings; or assump-
tions concerning long experience in the
things of God, it is the effort to shackle
the soul of man and rob him of the free-
gom wherewith Christ hath made him
ree. .

But are we in all this putting in a
plea for impressional guidance? By no
means. We do not hesitate to put im-
pressions on a par with reason and
common sense, and we deny the agency
of the supernatural in the one any more
than in the others. God the Holy Spirit
can, for aught we know, guide us as
easily through impressions as through
reason or the Bible, and there is no
more perplexity to the man who is ab-
solutely led of the Spirit in knowing the
voice of his Master under one set of cir-
cumstances than another. “My sheep
hear my voice,” said Christ, “and they
follow me,” which means, if it means
anythingsthat they who are led of the
Spirit neither follow impressions, nor the
judgment of men of experience, as ulti-
mate truth, nor aught else. They follow
God and therefore know the things
which are freely given to them of God.

The Christian Witness, of Boston is one
of the very best holiness papers published.
MecDonald, Gill and McLean certainly ought
to make a strong editorial team,and they
do. Their articles are generally able and
timely, and always vigorous. The Witness
antagonizes Dr. Lowrey on the question of
Maturity, and some persons say it makes
small odds, and both may be a little stiff.
Geuerally the truth lies between two such
positively antagonistic controversialists, etc.,
etc. But while there may be some truth in
such a statement, it seems hardly respectful
or appreciative of the real question at issue.
Another suggests,  there is a good deal in

the Witness that concerns only the Metho-
dists, and these brethren appear to be mak-
ing a gallant fight for John Wesley and his
peculiar notions.” No doubt it seems that
way to some, but it is too guperficial an esti-
mate of the work cf men whose real purpose
is to contend for true Scriptural Holiness,
and that concerns everybody. The Witness
is criticised by some, as being a frifle pug-
nacious, but we understand it differently,
and admire its courageous dealing with
recreant preachers and bishops and confer-
ences. Not only so, its peace-loving qualities
are proven by such advice as was recently
given to The Guardian, viz., to let the
Irvine-Burns controversy alone. Some of
the Christian Advocates receive the Witness
with heroic fortitude as a dispensation of
Providence for the development of the grace
of ¢ patience.” Others are not so wise as
that, but they can all get good out of it, if
they will.—I"riend’s Expositor.

REMARKS.

Yes, friend Updegraff, and The Guar-
dian seems to have acted on the peaceful
advice of the Witness, closely following
the worthy example set him by the
editor thereof. That is, it opened its
columns to any amount of misrepresenta-
tion and even personal abuse, and then
closed them against replies from the
parties thus attacked.

Thus far the similarity is marked.
But there is a slight difference to be
noted ; the one editor professes entire
sanctification, the other only professes
Justification.

But, friend Editor, are you sure you
were justified in publishing the term
“Irvine-Buvns controversy 2° Have you
read what was written on both sides
sufficiently to pronounce on it as & con-
troversy between these two? Is there
not a well recognized meaning attached
to the word controversy that would have
excluded it from such a connection as
misleading ?  Can that be .~ named
where one party distinetly refuses to
diseuss the questions of doctrine raised,
contenting himself with a general denial
of the allegations made ?

‘We thus write, friend Updegraff, for
your good unto edification, reminding
you that the simple fact that a large
number of holiness writers have hurled
the dreadful name of heretic at our head,
will not justify you in departing one
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hair's-breadth from the path of justice
to another, to say nothing of Christ-
taught love for the brethren.

True it is that the habit of meting
out scant courtesy to those who are pur-
sued by the hue-and-cry of heresy is
sanctioned by long practice, and many
do not suspect that any wrong can lurk
therein. Butas all these matters will
be searchingly reviewed in one another’s
presence, it behoves us to deal plainly
with each other now, lest we be found
wanting ab last.

With yourself we have watehed the
controversy about maturity with inter-
est, not so much to see how orthodozy
will suffer between the writers,as to “‘see
how those Christians love each other.”

We notice that Dr. Lowery says that

the editor of the Witness is inaccurate
in his statements concerning his (Dr.
Lowery’s) personal history, and that, in
reply to his private letter, he admits that
they were made on second-hand evi-
dence ; but no word of explanation ap-
pears in the Waitness, no withdrawal of
the accusations, with apology. Alas for
the advocacy of holiness doctrine when
backed by such conduct. There must
be wrong, serious moral wrong, some-
where. .
- IfDr.Lowery’saccusationsare true,then
his opponent is in the wrong,and should
hasten to withdraw his incorrect allega-
tions with suitable tokens of Christian
regret. But if Dr. Lowery is untrue to
facts, surely it can with- ease be proved,
when the opportunity would be afforded
him to give his readers an illustra-
tion of the holiness he is contending for.
The fact that they are professors of holi-
ness does in no wise release them from
the solemn obligation to practise publicly
what they publicly preach; nay, it but
inereases the obligation.

FROM BURMILLER, ONT.

“DEAR Witness,—A standard-bearer has
fallen among us. Dr. John A. Williams
was always true to holiness as understood
and taught by Wesley. Before we made
the call for a convention: to organize a Holi-
ness Associstion for Canada, we consulted
him, and were encouraged to hope that he
would attend. Had he done so, very differ-

ent might have been the history and the
present position of that movement with him
at its head, for we had hoped he would have
been elected to that office.

“The Association would have commanded
a confidence it has never secured, and
achieved a work it never now can do.

“He was a man with a clear head and a
sound heart. Greatly beloved by his breth-
ren, he walked with God, and has' finished
his course with joy.”—7T'he Christian Witnoss.

REMARKS.

What a strange deliverance! It seems
to imply either that the party alluded to
in this excerpt failed in his duty, or that
the Almighty was shorn of His strength
about the time of "the organization of
the Canada Holiness Association.

If the late General Superintendent
was what Bro. Harris describes, and if
his attendance at Brussels, and conse-
quent shaping of the history of the
Association, would have been connected
with such far-reaching spiritual ad-
vantages, and the true antidote against
unmentioned evils, then his failure to be
present and accept the Presidency of the
Assoeiation was either the fault of him-
self or of the God of holiness. If his
own fault, then what becomes, of Bro.
Harris’ statements concerning his Chris-
tian character 2 If the fault is of God,
what becomes of his faith in God ?

Is it not passing strange that the one
who not only was not asked.to attend
with the hope that he ‘would be the
humsan leader, but who himself did all
that he dared do to prevent such & pos-
sibility, should have been chosen, whilst
all those who had been selected in the
minds of others, were rejected? Is ib
nob all an illustration of the proverb,
“Man proposes ; God disposes” ?

But we enter our protest against put-
ting the late General Superintendent in
such a questionable postion. For we
maintain that there is not the smallest
argument to show that Dr. Williams
missed his providential glace by not
attending that, now historie, first con-
vention. Moreover, whilst fully endors-
ing the writer's high estimate concerning
the Doctor's services to the .cause of
holiness, we are glad to be sble to say
that his attendance a$ the gatherings of
the Association was both frequent and
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helpful, and he hesitated not to recom-
mend others to attend. And when we
paid him our final visit, his invitation
given us to lead in prayer at his bed-

-side had in it no lack of warmth,

although we have reason to believe
that he was a constant reader of the
EXrosIiToR.

TRIALS.

There appears to be room enough in
this world for almost everything except
trials.  Somehow or other we have
come to think that trials are prettynearly
all loss. They don’t appear to come to
order; in fact, when they arrive we
almost consider them intruders. We
hardly ever fail to consider them as being
somehow cr other out of place. We
look upon them as though some strange
thing had happened to us; and instead
of accepting them as being very bene-
ficial, we at once commence to fortify
and to nerve ourselves up to the point
of enduring them, thinking that, of
course, as they aré here we must get
through them the best way we can, and
instead of being patient in tribulation,
we are cast down, and see not thée bright
light in the cloud.
“trials” when viewed from the proper
standpoint, are not'all loss, and if accept-
ed as from the hands of God and endur-
ed, supported by the knowledge that
they are for our best good, we find that,
instead of loss, they are all gain.

The Scripture tells us that the trial
of our faith is much more precious than
gold that perisheth, though it be tried
by fire, and we are to count it &ll joy
when we fall into divers temptations,
knowing that the trial of our faith
worketh patience; and James tells us,
“that when patience has her perfect
work, we are perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.” ‘So that when we come to
recognize that no good thing will God
withhold from them that walk uprightly,
we at once accept the trials and tests of
our faith to be good things, or they would
certainly be withheld, according to the

promise just mentioned. It is on this
very truth that we are ensbled to rejoice’

evermore, knowing full well that our
Father’s love, care and interest in us,

But after all;

is such, that if “trials” were not more
precious to us, and more helpful tous
than anything else, they would certainly
be withheld. Therefore, it is our blessed
privilege to recognize that the trial could
not come to us without our Father’s per-
mission, and, therefore, when it does
come, we may look up and say, “even
so Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy
sight,” and actually rejoice in the pres-
ence of the trial, knowing that nothing
else can come to us at this time that
would be so helpful.

Trials and tests are part of God’s pro-
gramme for us. To those who walk
uprightly they do not come too often,
nor out of season, and are actually
necessary to Christian growth, and de-
velopment. If Christian faith were not
tested, its possgssor would be unconsci-
ous of His power, the world around him
would be unconscious of His power.
How are we to know the possibilities of
our being, unless something occurs to call
them forth? How is the world to know
the possibilities of grace, except asreveal-
ed in ourlife? In what other way could
we come in contact with the marvellous
supporting grace of God, if it were
not for trgals ?

Did not Paul discover the great desir-
ability of the wondrous grace of God in
supporting him in trial, in preference to
the vemoval of the difficulty, for which
he besought the Lord ?

Wefind him exelaiming, “ Most gladly,

‘therefore, will I glory in my infirmities,

that the power of Christ may rest upon
me;” clearly meaning, of course, that
more trial meant more grace; and he
hailed with delight anything that brought
him in contact with the abundance of
grace.

Then; again, is not trial one of the
best revealers of human experience?
Who has not been shown by a good
robust trial that they did not possess as
strong faith, or as firm hold of God, as
they really thought they had? Before
the trial came the life looked all right,
but when the trial came, and the life
was stirred to its very depths, there was,
perhaps,in the inability to endure, the
plain revelation that they were not as
strong as they thought they were.

‘We have in our mind now an oceur-

~
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rence of quite recent date, where a most
excellent Christian man and his wife
were the subject of & most severe and
unexpeeted attack coming fromn their
professed best friends in the Church.
We have always, since our acquaintance
with these people, considered that they
were Christians of exceptional faith and
power, but when unexpectedly assailed
with this very strong temptation they
discovered in themselves, and we could
not fail to discover, that after all, there
was in a more or less degree the desire
to take the matter into their own hands,
instead of leaving it to Him who has
said, “ Vengeance is Mine, I will repay
saith the Lord.” They felt a desire, and
" partially acted it out, by endeavoring to
settle the difficulty by the standard of
the world, instead of in the meek and
gentle spirit of the Master. They had
about concluded to leave the Church,
thinking they could not remain there
with any further spiritual enjoyment,
but through the proffered sympathy,
counsel and prayers of friends, and more
articularly by the influence of the good
pirit upon their hearts, they were led
to see that after all this was not really
some strange thing that happened unto
them, but it was rather one of_ the
grandest opportunities God ever gave
them in their Christian life to advertise
the marvellous grace of God. They con-
tinued their connection with the cause,
and their work in the Church. The
Lord kept them sweet in the very trying
opposition, and already their brothers
and sisters in the Church have concluded
that there was one man and his wife
who were Israelites indeed.
We think we have discovered, both

from observation and experience, that’

trials, severe trials, are the greatest
opportunities God gives us in this life;
and if we keep in the spirit of the
Master, amid trying misrepresentations,
slander and innumerable unkindnesses,
we are doing wmore to advertise the
genuineness of the grace we profess, than
could be done in years of calm and sun-
shine. :

Tested we have been, and tested we
shall be while this probation lasts. It
is one of the laws of spiritual growth
and development. It is a law that is

everywliere prevalent in the mechanical
world. Men will not build a bridge of
any importance without thoroughly
testing it before it is thrown open for
publie traffic.

We notice in the immense iron works
where large cannons are cast, that when
turned out the first thing they are sub-
jected to is severe test, and so inven-
tions in machinery, and improvements
of every kind, are simply useless until
it is decided they will stand the test.
And can God’s own people go out in the
world, and stand its wear and tear, and
make exhibitions of His marvellous sus-
taining power, unless they have been
thoroughly tested ?

We often look at lives where there
appears to be no need of trial, and they
appear to be. perfectly satisfactory to
us; and yet it may be thatv these lives
are important channels, through which
ships are to pass, but ntivigation is not
possible exeept the channel is dredged.

We remember a few years ago, stand-
ing on the bank of the Welland Canal,
and seeing, for the first time, a steam-
dredge at work deepening the channel.
Now, it looked to us from the bank that
the water might be deep enough for all
practical purposes ; it did not seem to us
that there was dny necessity for the
vigorous dredging which the channel
was receiving, but it had doubtless been
proven to the proper authorities that

.heavy traders could not pass from one

lake to another unless the channel was
deepened, and hence the necessity of
taking from the bottom those huge
shovels full of deposit, in order to make
the channei navigable. Now is it not
quite possible that while our Christian
life, walk and conversation may appear
to our dearest and best friends to be all
that could be desired, yet the dear Lord,
who knows us so well, sees that unless
the channel of our life is deepened, He
cannot float through many of His desired
enterprises ? and so He permits severe
test or trial to come; and we find by the
disturbance it makes in our life, that
there is an undesirable amount of sedi-
ment which must be rem>ved before our
lives are thoroughly nuvigable for the
blessed purpose of His will.

If we fail in the trial, and object to
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the dredging, the channel will fill up,
and render important navigation impos-
sible. The even current may still flow
on as before, and yet our lives may not
contain more than sufficient of the Water
of Life than will float a pleasure skiff
now and then. Oh, yes, trial is really
part of the plan, for unto us it is.given
in behalf of Christ, not only to believe
on His name, but also to suifer for His
salze.

Paul wished that he might know Him,
and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings be made
conformable unto His death, that if by
any means he might attain unto the
resurrection from the dead. It is really
not necessary for us to sit down and try
to figure out the exaect origin of the
trial, because if we leave it to human
resson, and human investigation, we will
very likely conclude that somebody
along the line has blundered, and we are
innocently suffering on that account,
and had it not been for certain things
that have gotten into operation, this
trouble would never have reached us.
We have®nothing to do with that what-
ever, for dwelling in the secret place of
the Most High, we are under the shadow
of the Almighty, and such beautiful and
réliable safeguards has the love of ‘God

- thrown round us; it is impossible for one

single trial to get past Him, and to us
without His notice and permission, so
that we can at all times, gy loving God
and walking uprightly, exclaim: “all
things are working for my good,” and
pillowing our head upon this precious
truth, we may calmly and sweetly
rest.

Trials will very largely cease to ter-
rify even the timid when they learn to
count more on the grace and less on the
trial. You see it is just a question of
grace ; where trial abounds grace can
much more abound, for it is just as easy
for God to give tons of grace as it is
ounces, as there is just as much grace
left unused in the one case as in the
other. ’

We were trying to encourage a good
brother and his good wife to hold on to
God, and keep sweet during s time .of
great temptation. Our Brother replied,
“I know what you advise is right and

best, bub it takes an awful lot of grace
to do it. We replied, “ Yes, Brother, it
does, but then, you know, there is an
awful lot of grace to take. Don’t
spare the grace & bit; use all you want ;
you need not economize a farthing in
this direction.” He saw the point, and
got grace enough to balance the account.
His good wife, later along, made about
the same remark; that it took a wonder-
ful amount of grace. We said, “Sister,
there are whole oceans of grace; help
yourself—grace everywhere.” You see
we are all right as long as the grace
lasts, for God has promised that it shall
be sufficient to balance our difficulty
every time. Thank God, we have enough
Seripture about grace to render harmless
any trial that may come. Sad, indeed,
would be our. plight had we nothing
better to fall back upon than the Secrip-
ture of the old lady, who said that she
had one passage that supported her
under life’s soresb trials. For instance,
said she, “I am much troubled just now ;-
just think, John won't work, but just
galivants around the neighborhood doin’
nothin’. Sall has run off with the hired
man, and, the pigs have got in and eat
up all the garden truck. But, after all,
I get great comfort from this passage:
‘Grin and beéar it.’” Now, while all
this is amusing, is not that about as good
support as many people will take to
themselves in time of trial? But, surely,
if we get one good look at the immen-
sity of grace, we will cry out: “ Most
gladly, therefore, will I glory in my
mfirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

We have read somewhere of pearls
being made by a grain of sand getting
into an oyster shell; the oyster, after
trying in vain to expel the intruder,
throws over it a soft substance, which
gradually rounds off the sharp angles,
and moulds it into an oval shape, so that
it does not so\pain the sensitive body.
The graiu of sand is there all the while,

-but it has been made endurable, and

when the oyster yields up its life, you
have a pearl. Now, if God sends or
permits trials that refuse to leave us,
does He not thus give us an opportunity
to manufacture pearls ?

J. GALLOowWAY.
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ALL THINGS.

BY REV. A, TRUAX.

He shull teach you all things.”
‘*“He shall guide you into all truth.”—Jrsus.

What is the meaning and scope of the
“all things” and “all truik” ia the above
passages? Widely different answers are
given to this question. Some holding
that there can be nolimitation whsatever,
while others maintain that the words
must be limited in some way.

Some are disposed to give the Holy
Spirit a large place in spiritual matters,
but no voice at all in things secular.
But here they find a difficulty in defining
Just what matters are purely secular.

Nova few refuse to allow Him supreme
control in anything, but limit His opera-
tions to the interpretation of the Bible.
So, according to these persons, God is no
longer in the world and dwelling with
His people to teach, guide and comfort
them, but simply to point out to them
the finger-boards already set up along
the way. As though a friend, who had
written us many beautiful letters in the
past, in which he told us, among other
things, that e was coming some time to
dwell with us and talk with us, should
finally come to live under our roof, but
still refuse to converse on any matters
save those mentioned. in the letters, or
confine his intercourse to the interpreta-
tion of said letters. How sad, how dis-
appointing it would be to the members
of the household. Even so God the
Holy Ghost dues not come to abide in
the- human temple merely to interpret
letters —no matter how beautiful and
important they may be—which were
written to the race hundreds and thou-
sands of years ago.

_ Now, according to the teaching of
Jesus, ti.e work of the Spirit is, broadly
speaking, fourfold : ,

1. The Holy Spirit was to convince
the world of sin and of righteousness, or,
in plain English, to convinee men when
they do wrong and show them when
they do right. Most persons grant that
the Holy Spirit convinces of sin, but
they are doubtful about His convincing
of righteousness. The one, implies the

other, however. If a man can always
know when he does wrong, he must also
know when he does right, because every
act of life must be either right or wrong,
4.e., either pleasing or displeasing to God.
So that if conduct is right, it is not wrong,
and if wrong, it is nob right.

Some people seem to find a place for
conduct which is indifferent, in the sense
of being meither right nor wrong—
neither pleasing nor displeasing to God
—but there is no warvant for this either
in Scripture or common sense.

2. The Holy Spirit was to be the
Comforter, and as such He was to abide
forever. It isclear, too, that the abiding
of the Comforter implies the indwelling
of the Father and the Son. The prom-
ises of Jesus, to the effect that He
would not leave the disciples comfort-
less, but would come to them, and that
He and the Father would come and
make their abode with them, were ful-
filled on the day of Pentecost. The
coming of the Comforter was also the
coming of Christ in Spirt to abide in
His temple, the body of the Christian.
Hence, “the kingdom of heaven is
within you,” and it is a singular fact in
our own day that, no matter how clearly
one may apprehend Christ as his Sa,viou{',
he may still sigh for the fulness of the
Spirit, and ery out for his personal
Pentecost; whereas any one who receives
the Holy Spirit in a definite, personal
sense, and abides in Him, will experience
no such hunger for Christ, but, will rather
rejoice in that now his body has become
a “ habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Mark the language. Itis a clear appre-
hension and reception of the Spirit which
brings God into the being in a soul-
satisfying manner. Now, of course, the
kingdom of God abides within while the
laws of the King are obeyed, and
those laws are “written on the heart
and in the mind” by the indwelling
Comiorter.

3. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit
should be Guide and Teacher to His
people, not, as we have said, going before
to point out finger-boards already seb
up, or merely to explain the meaning
of such boards, but to dwell with the
believer at all tinues (on condition of
obedience), taking possession of all his
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faculties, and so guiding, shaping, man-
aging, checking, stimulating, or control-
ling, that the ono so guided may make
the best possible use of his powers for
his own highest good and for the glory
of God, learning as fast as his faculties
wilb allow, growing as rapidly as pos-
sible, and doing the best and most work
possible for God and humanity. Mind,
doing the best possible for this one man,
with, it raay be, his one talent, though
another with greater natu~al or acquired
ability might do ten or twenty-fold more.
No sane person ought to raise the ques-
tion as to whether one so guided will
have a knowledge of all the facts of
natural or other science, so laboriously
acquired, immediately revealed to him.
Jesus would not stop to explain that He
did not mean such nonsense as this by
divine guidance, and He does not expect
His followers to do so. That man is
being taught all things and guided into
all truth who knows the will of God con-
cerning himself every moment, and
gladly walks in obedience to that will.

4. The Holy Spirit was to give power
to the saints of God. The Christian is
to be 'a man of power as well as a man
of grace; a man of war as well as a
man of peace. He is to be strong as
well as good. To be a man of deeds as
well as words. He has not only wisdora
from above to know the will of God, but
also “power from on high” to “do His
will on earth as it is done in heaven.”
The chief power of the Christian is his
witnessing power. “Ye shall receive
power, the Holy Ghost coming upon you,
and ye shall be witnesses unto Me.”
What mighty witnesses the disciples be-
came (the disciples, mark, such as
Stephen, as well as the apostles) imme-
diately the Holy Ghost fell upon them.
Behold Peter, the late denier of his Lord,
and John, the shrinking, modest one,
before the great Church dignitaries.
How fearless, how bold, how confident
before those whocould hail them toprison
and perhaps to death by a word. And
how they turned the world upside down
wherever they went! The world has
little to fear from such witnesses at the
present day. The race of such “sons
of thunder” seems to have become well-
nigh extinet.

The teaching of Paul and John har-
monizes with that of Christ, “ Walk in
the Spirit and ye shall not tulfil the lust
of the uesh.” “The righteousness of the
law is fulfilled in those who walk net
after the flesh but atter the Spirit.”
Now what does it mean to “ walk altter
the flesh” and “towalk after the Spirit?”
What did it mean for Zacharias and
Elizabeth to “ walk in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the law blame-
less 27 Did it not mean that they obeyed
the commands and observed the ordi-
nances of God? Of course, it did. And
50 walking after the flesh means yield-
ing to or obeying the flesh rather than
the Spirit, and walking after the Spirit
means yielding to or obeying the Holy
Spirit rather than the flesh. And let it
be observed that one is either walking
after the flesh or after the Spirit every
moment, for it is manifest that the flesh
here stands for everything which is op-
posed to the Spirit, or at least, if » man
walks in the Spirit every moment—as
he certainly may—he will be saved from
every forim of sin while so doing. The
righteousness of the law cannot be
fulfilled in a man while he is still
sinning.

In strict barmony with this is the
teaching of John, that the common be-
lievers, to whom he wrote, had an “une-
tion from the Holy One,” through whom
they knew all things. Now it will be
seen that all these great blessings are
enjoyed by the Christian as the simple
outcome or result of receiving the Com-
forter—the Personal Holy Ghost prom-
ised by Christ.. Receiving the Com-
forter is the same thing as receiving the
Father and the Son into their temple, the
body. Obeying the Holy Spirit is obey-
ing God or His law written in the heart.
Being guided every moment simply
means being obedient all the time to the
laws of the King who dwells within.
And this is the same thing again as
walking in the Spirit and having the
righteousness of the law fulfilled in us
moment by moment. And just as a man
must walk in the Spirit all the time, or
fall into sin, so he must be guided every

.instant, no matter what ke is doing, or

he will inevitably fall into sin, and con-
sequently intc condemnation, and so be,
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compelled to repent and do his first
works over again.

How, then, are the *“all things” and
“all truth” to be limited or restricted in
any way? Does the Holy Spirit guide
in matters small, secular or scientific?
Certainly, if it be right for a man to do
anything small, to engage in anything
secular, or to study any science. If it
can be shown that these things are
wrong in themselves, of course God will
not give teaching and guidance, save to
enable us to avoid the evil. The object
of guidance is to enable the believer %o
do right, whether in spending five cents

- or five million dollars; whether in dig-
ging a ditch or preaching a sermon,
talking politics or relating his Christian
experience.

A Christian who is guided in small
things, will be faithful in small or few
things, and so “ will be made aruler over
many things.” One guided in secular
matters will do business for the glory of
God and for the highest good of human-
ity. And the man who is guided in the
study of natural science will see the
glory of God in that science, and will
learn just as fast and just as much as is
good for him and for all concerned.
How absurd, then, to suppose that one
cannot “walk in the Spirit ” whilst en-
gaged in any legitimate business, seeing
that if he does not he must inevitably

walk after the flesh ” or “fulfil the lust
of the flesh.”

THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE OF
THE LATE REV. ASA MAHAN,
DD, LLD.

In regard to my early experience as a
Christian, I would say that that experi-
ence had two prominent characteristics—
a desire, inexpressibly strong, to be
freed from all sin in every form, and to
be entirely consecrated to the love and
service of God, in all the powers and sus-
ceptibilities of my being. Nor ean any
one conceive the gloom and horror that
covered my mind when older Christians
assured me, and, as I supposed, with
truth, tha t that was a state to which
should rever in this life attain ; that mI

- e

lusts would not be perfectly subdued or
subjected to the will of Christ, and one
of the brightest evidences of my con-.
version and growth in grace, was new
discoveries of the deep and fixed cor-
ruptions of my heart—corruptions from
which T was never to be.cleansed till
death should deliver me from my bond-
age. Notwithstanding ell the impedi-
ments thrown in the way of my pro-
gress in holiness, I continued to press
torward for a number of years, 6ill 1
could say, in the Janguage of another,
“I do know that I love holiness for holi-
ness’ sake.”

In this state I commenced my studies
as a studeut in college. Herel fell, and
fell by not aiming singly at the “ prize
of the high calling,” but at the prize of
vollege honors. I subsequently entered
a theological seminary, with the hope of
there finding myself in such an atmos-
phere that my first love would be re-
vived. In this.expectation, I grieve to
say, I was most sadly disappointed. I
found the piety of my brethren ap-
parently as low as my own. I here say
it, with sorrow of heart, that my mind
does not recur to a single individual con-
nected with the “Sehool of the Prophets,” ¢
when I was there, who appeared to me
to enjoy daily communion and peace
with God.

AWARENING TO THE UNSAVED CONDITION
OF THE MINISTRY AND CHURCHES.

After completing my course under
such circumstances, I entered the min-
istry, proud of my intellectual attain-
ments, and armed, as I supposed, at every
point, with the weapons of theological
warfare, but with the soul of piety chilled
within me. Blessed be God, the remem-
brance of what I had been remained,
and constantly aroused me to a con-
sciousness of what I was. I looked into
myself, and over the Church; and ab
what I felt and what I saw. Two facts,
in the aspect of the Church and the
ministry, struck my mind with gloomy
interest ; scarcely an individual within
the circle of my knowledge seemed to
know the Gospel as a sanctifying, or
peace-giving Gospel. .

In illustration of this remark, let me
state a fact which I met with in 1881 or
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1832. I then met a company of my
ministerial brethren, who had come to-
gether from one of the most favored
portions of the country. They sat down
together, and gave*to each other an un-
disguised disclosure of their hearts ; and
they all, with one exception—and the
experience of that individuai I did no
hear-—acknowledged that they had not
daily communion and peace with God.
Over these facts they wept, but neither
knew how to direct the others out of the
thick, impenetrabie gloom which covered
them ; and I was in the same ignorance
as my brethren.

SECRET OF HOLY LIVING SOUGHT.

I state these facts as a fair example
of the state of the Churches, and of the
ministry, as far as my observation has
extended ; and that has been very ex-
tensive. I here affirm that the greab
mass of Christians do not know the
Gospel in their daily experience, as &
life-giving and peace-giving Gospel.
When my mind became fully conscious
of this fact, I was led to compare my
own, and the experience of the Church
around me, with that of the apostles, and
primitive Christians, and with the “path
of the just,” as portrayed in the Holy
Scriptures. I found the two in direct
contact with each other. . Hence, the
great inquiry arose in my mind, what is
the gramd secret of holy living? How
shall I attain to that-perpetual fulness
and peace in Christ, which, for example,
Paul enjoyed. Till this secret was fully
disclosed to mind, I felt that I was, and
must be disqualified, in one fundamental
respect, t0 “ feed the flock of God.”

‘While the Gospel was not life and
peace to me, how could I present it in
such a manner that it would be life and
peace to others?

I must myself be led by the Creat
Shepherd into the “green pastures and
beside the still wabers,” before I could
lead the flock of God into the same
blissful regions. For years this one in-

Jjjuiry pressed upon my thoughis; and
“6ften, as I have looked over a company
of inquiring sinners, have I said within
myself, I would gladly take my place
among those inquirers, if any individual
would show me how to come into pos-

session of these riches of the glory of
Christ’s inheritance of the saints. Bub
clouds and darkness covered my mind
in respect to this, the most momentous
of all subjects.

NOT SATISFIED YET, AND THE CHURCH
AWAKENED.

In this state of mind I becaine con-
nected with the Institution at Oberlin,
and continued to press my inquiries with
increasing interest upon this one subject,
till the fall of 1836. At that time, dur-
ing a sories of religious meetings held in
the Insfitution, a large number of the
members of the Church arose and in-
formed us that they were fully con-
vinced that they had been deceived in
respect to their character as Christians,
and that they were now without hope,
and appeared asinquirers,to know “what
they should do to be saved.” At the
same time the great mass of the re-
mainder disclosed to us the cheerless
bondage in which they had long been
groaning, and asked us if we could tell
them how to obtain deliverance. I now
felt myself as one of the leaders of the
“flock of God,” and pressed with the
great inquiry, above referred to, with
greater interest than ever before. I set
my heart, by prayer and supplication to
God, to find the light after which I had
been =0 long seeking.

THE DAY DAWNS,

In this state I visited one of my asso-
ciates in the Institution, and disclosed to
him the burden which had weighed down
my mind for so many years. I asked
him if he could tell me the secret of the
piety of Paul, and tell :me the reason of
the strange contrast between the apostle’s
experience and my own. In laboring for
the salvation of men, I observed that
my feelings often remained unmoved
and unaffected, while Paul was con-
stantly “constrained” by the love of
Christ. Our conversation then turned
upon the passage, “ The love of Christ
constraineth us,” ete. While thus em-
ployed, my heart leaped up with an
ecstasy indescribabl.-. with the exclama-
tion, “I have found it” I have now,
by the grace of God, discovered the
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secret after which I have been searching
these. many vears. I understood the
secret of the piety of Paul, and knew
how to attain to that blissful state my-
gelf. Paul's piety a}l arose from one
source exclusively—a sympathy with
the heart of Christ i His love for Jost
man. To abtain to that state myself,
I had only to acquaint myself with the
love of Christ and yield my whole beir -
up to its sweet control.

MAKES CONFESSION.

Im:zediately after this, I came before
the Church and disclosed to them what
I then saw to be the grand defect of my
ministry. 1. Christ had been but as
one chapter in my system of theology,
when He should have been the sun and
ceutre of the system. 2. When ) thought
of my guilt and need of justification, I
had looked to Christ exclusively, as I
ought to have done, for sanctiecation ;
on the other hand, to overcome “the
world, the flesh and the devil,” I had
depended mainly upon my own resolu-
tions. Here was the grand mistake and
the source of all my bondage under sin—
I ought to have looked to Christ for
sanctification as much as for’ justifica-
tion, and for the same reason. The great
object of my being now was to know
Christ, and, in knowing Him, to be
changed into His image. Here was the
“victory which overcometh the world.”
Here was the “death of the body of sin.”
Here was “redemption from all iniquity.”
into the glorious liberty of the children
of God. '

At this time, the appropriate office of
the Holy Spirit presented itself to my
mind with a distinctness and interest
never understood nor felt before. To
know Christ has been the life of the
soul ; fo “take of the things of Christ,
and show them unto us;” to open our
hearts to understand the Seriptures; to
strengthen us with might in the inner
man, that we might comprehend the
breadth, and depth, and length, and
height, and know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, and thus be
“filled with the fulness of God;” is the
appropriate office of the Spirit. The
highway of holiness was now, for the
first time, rendered perfectly distinet to

my mind. The discovery of it was, to
my mind, as “life from the cead.”

PUBLIC TESTIMONY MAT% A BLESSING.

The disclosure of ‘that path had the
same effect upon others who had been,
like myself, “ weary, tossed with tompest,
and not comforted.” As my supreme
attention was thus fixed upon Christ;

23 ib became the great object of my being

to know Him, and *o be transformed
into His likeness; and as I was per-
petually seeking that divine illumina-
tion by which I might apprebend Him,
a0 era oceurred in my experience which,
I have no doubt, will ever be one of the
most memorable in my entire past ex-
istence.
THE BEATIFIC VISION.

In a moment of deep and solemn
thought, the veil seemed to be lifted,
and [ had a vision of the infinite glory
and love of Christ, as manifested in the
mysteries of redemption. I will not at-
tempt to describe the effect of that vision
upon my mind. All that I can say is,
that, in view of it, my heart melted and
flowed out like water. The heart of
stone was taken away, and a heart of
love and tenderness assumed its place.
From that time I have desired to “know
nothing but Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied” I have literally “esteemed all
things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ my Lord;”
and the k~owledge of Christ has been
eternal life begun in my heart.

—Divine Life.

»

ABOJT RIGHT.

A lace manufacturer, in showing Capt.
B——, one of our officers, through his
factory, gave to the Captain's little girl a
large piece of costly lace. Whereupon Mrs.
B said to the little B “ My dear,.
you are a Salvationist; you cannot wear
that.” The little one's eyes filled at once
with tears, and her face wore a look of de-
spair, but all of a sudden it brightened, ang.
she said, “ Mamma, I know what I can dg,
put it away in my trunk till I backslide.”
I trust this is not your case, but that you
have had a clean sweep, for those who play
with the fire are sure to be burned. All for
God.—X. Y. War Cry.
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THE MONEY IDEA OF CHRIS-
TIANITY.

BY MARE GUY PEARSE.

Let us turn again to the little com-
peny of men and women into whose
hands has been put this great work of
restoring the kingdoms of this world to
Christ. We cannot pretend for a mo-
ment that the conditions which have
been suggested as essential to such a
work, would be the only conditions
named—not even the first. There are
needs very much less lofty and very
much less spiritual than would cecur to
most of us if we were enthused with a
work so vast and so far-reaching. The
first thought of our practical nineteenth
century would be this: we shall want a
great deal of money.

And if we were as poor as that little
company of men and women to whom
Christ spoke, what consternation and
desire would come upon us as to the
money! Where can it come from? If
we open a subscription list we might
get Joseph of Arimathea to head it, but
as for us, we can do nothing.

“We shall wanta great deal of money”
—what a familiar phrase. How natural
it seems and how necessary. We
measure our possibilities for the world’s
conversion by our money. It isthe sum
of our wants. The cry of the Churech is,
Give, give, give; and the dream of the
zealous is, what wonders we could do if
we only had the money.

Now let us ask ourselves earnestly,
why is it that in the beginning of this
great work mnot a single word about
money was ever spoken, either by the
Master or the disciples? If money is
essential to this work, why did not
Jesus Ohrist secure it for Himself when
He went forth; and in turn secure a
vast endowment for His disciples at the
commencement of their work ? Did He
not know how much of ths energy, and
heart, and time of the Church would be
taken up in 1aising the necessary funds ?
Did He not know that the Church would
be crippled and hampered, and her work
scmetimes actually given up for the
want of money? And yet He does not
say one word about it. And wher a

very rich man came to Him one day, He
quietly bid him go and get shut of his
money and then come, and follow Him.
What does it mean ?

There is a vague impression that in
those days of intense spirituality and
sweet simplicity, they somehow managed
to get along without money. If that be
so, then in the name of the Lord Jesus,
let us strive to get back again such a
blessed condition. But, of course, they
needed money as much as we do, and
had a great deal less of it; how is it,
thep, that the early Churech does not
seem to have felt the need of that which
is the extreme requisite of the Churck
to-day ? Christianity, as we see it in
the New Testament, has no more to do
with tithes than with incense ¢ ephods.
Jesus Christ gave no commandmens or
promise concerning money, except, in-
deed, that He told His disciples to pro-
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass
in their purse.

“ But we must have money of course,”
says everybody, as if sbat ended all
question,and as if everything must star:’
still until the money is given. Faith,
heroism, enterprise for the Lord Jesus,
are all to be suppressed until the tithes
are in the storennuse ; then go forth and
be as heroic as you please, only be care-
ful not to step beyond the funds in hand.
It is, of course, very easy to sneer at all
this as sentiment and sublime theory;
that is a very little matter. The ques-
tion is, did the Lord Jesus Christ intend
the success of the Church to depend in
any degree upon money ?

“Ye shall receive power after the
Holy Ghost is come upon you.” Is this
condition dependent, in the slightest
degree, upon the income of the Church ?
And yet we all declare, we must have
money. Do we really mean to asserb
that we believe in a system designed for
the conquest of the whole world, and
believe that its great Founder and Head
has all power in heaven and in earth,
and yet that His Church is perpetually
on the point of failure for want of
money ? If we must have money; if
money is essential to the triumph of
Christianity, let us have the confidence
to go to God and ask for it, and let us
have. the assurance that it will be given,
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- Better give up all faith than to believe

that God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, and then
that He should let the world’s conver-
sion stand still for want of money.
“The gold is Miue, suith the Lord of
Hosts” He needs no beggars. He de-
pends apon no man’s gifts. The faet is,
there is not money enough in the world
to hire men to do His work, and there
never will be. When the Lord Jesus
laid the work upon the whole Church,
He arranged it in such a way that no
other method ean ever succeed, Noth-
ing, surely, can be farther from Christ’s
idea of Christianity, than that the
triumph of the Gospel should be more
dependent upon the rich men than upon
goc 1 men.

Are we not off the lines which Christ
laid down? Give every man a chance
to give for his own sake, but not as if
either God or the Gospel were in any-
wise his debtor. Make it a man’s
privilege to give; bub.it is other than
that, be bold enough to count that God
will not accept it, and the Church is
better without it. We are off the lines.
We have departed from the great
foundation truth of Christianity. In-
stead of every Christian seeking and
claiming the power from on high for the
subduing of the world to Christ, we
have come to think that Christianity
means the safety of our own souls, and
as for everything else, it can be done by
money. And the Church cannot get
money enough to do the work, and
thank God it never will. That is the
first terrible mistake.

And the second grows out of the first,
and aggravates the mischief a thousand-
fold. Since Christianity is an arrange-
ment for our selfish security, the next
step is to arrange for our selfish grafifi-
cation in everything that has to do with
it. Huge sums of money may be lavished
upon luxuries and elegances w ith which
to malee the house of God the rich man’s
club, where a poo~ brother is an in-
truder. If we ought to lay down our
life for the brethren, can we dare make
the very worship of our crucified Re-
deemer that which ministers to our
luxarious selfishness. Will-Christ ever
come and consecrate this kind of ex-

penditure? There is no command to
give money to the Church ; but that the
Church care for the poor is commanded
again and again, and yet again. This is
made the very test and proof of our re-
ligion. We want that outspoken apostle,
St. James, in our midst with his strong
words. “My brethren, have not the faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory, with respect of persons. For if
there come unto your assembly a man
with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and
there comes in also a poor man in vile
raiment; and you have respect to him
that weareth the gay clothing, and say
unto him, sit down here in a good place;
and say to the poor, stand thou there, or,
sit under my footstool; do ye mnob
make distinction awong yourselves, and
become judges with evil . thoughts?
Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not
God chosen the poor of this world rich
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which
He hath promised to them that love
Him? But ye have despised the poor.”
No, there is no such word in the Serip-
tures as that which we quote so compla-
cently and with such authority. “Must
have money, you know.” It is written,
Ye shall receive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you”—that, and
only that, is the grand necessity. The
fact is, that Christ'’s idea of Christianity is
the idea of every Christian being conse-
crated to Him. Its arrangements are all
set and adjusted to that principle, and if
we fry to work it on any other, we are
beset and bewildered with failure. And
for this let us devoutly thank God.
Only & holy Church can ve a conquering
Church. Thereis no other way to subdue
the world. When “she looks forth as
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as
the sun,” then is her victory assured ;
then is she “terrible as an army with
banners.”—=Selected.

«THE HOLINESS BEREAN.”

This is a new publication by Rev. J.
MeD. Kerr, pastor of one . the Meth-
odist churches of this city. Itisaneight-
paged paper, to be published mont%ly,
atb fifty cents per annum.

We welcome it to the ranks of holiness
periodicals, and wish its publishers and
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contributors all proper success, albeit we
are indebted to an outsider for a copy of
the first number.

THE SOUL'S RESTING PLACE.

I would not e’en outstretch my hand
To save one pang of pain ;

The things 1 cannot understand
‘Will soon be all made plain,

Meanwhile I rest—I trustin Thee—

Thou art enough, O Lord, for me!

I only crave Thy will. Thy way
I would not have mine own ;
For Thou hast taught me, Lord, to say
“ Thy will be done” alone!
Sweet pillow, where my soul can rest
In knowing that Thy will is best.

Yes, pillowed is my weary head
Upon Thy glorious will!

The knowledge sweet that “Thou hastsaid”
Keeps heart and mind so still !

Oh, wondrous is the rest I find

In that assurance, *’Tis Thy mind !”

Though shadows creep and changes come,
And day is turned to night,

And all around is dark with gloom,
‘Wighin my soul there’s light.

One hallelujah I can raise,

And Thy sweet will is all my praise !

FROM BISHOP TAYLOR.

THE DAY DAWN OF DELIVERANCE.

In the montia of August, 1845, on my
way to a camp-meeting on Fincastle Circuit
of the Baltimore Conference, of which I
was a member, travelling along on horseback,
I saw thap, in connection with an entire
consecration of my whole being to God
(which I had been trying sincerely to render
from the day of my restoration), I was to
attach no particular importance to my
emotional sensibilities, nor to their changes,
nor to the realization of “a great blessing,”
but as a basis of faith “accept the second
blessing of God concerning His Son,” and
conceraning His provisions and promises, and
on these credentials to receive and to trust
the Lord Jesus for all that He has engaged
to do for me, nothing more nor less. Thus
was I, by the power imparted by the Holy
Spirit, enabled to establish and maintain
two facts—first, to be true to Jesus; and
second, to receive and trust Him to be true

to me. So as I sat in my seddle I said, «“I
am wholly my Lord’s. I abandon forever
whatever I know or think to be wrong, and
submit to His will every right possession
which He may allow me to retain, and I
accept Jesus Christ as my present and per-
fect Saviour.

The accuser of the brethren said,  There
are reservations that you don’t think of.”

¢ I surrender everything that I can think
of, and everything I cannot think of I
consent to a principle of obedience that
covers all possibilities in the will of God.
¢ His service is a reasonable service,” His
will is the right thing exactly, and the very
best thing, and the only safe line of life for
me.”

¢« Well, you don’t feel anything differing
from your ordinary experience.”

« No matter, the Word of God issure. 1
receive and trust Jesus Christ for all that
He has provided for me, and pledged His
word to give me.”

Thus maintaining mv facts, by the power
of the kind Holy Spirit, with but little joy-
ous emotion, I went to the camp-meeting.
1 travelled the Fincastle Oircuit the last
preceding year, and was glad again to greet
and cheer my dear people in their heaven-
ward journey. I also met my dear father
at the camp, full of cheer and fervent zeal,
as usual with him, but my struggle within
was so fierce that I had but little enjoyment
of any sort. I did my share of the preach-
ing with fair success, for the Lord used me
to make the way of salvation plain to others,
though in part so obscure to my own vision.

One afternoon, in conversation with Aunt
Ellenor Goodwin, & saintly mother in Tsrael,
speaking of my poor experience, I said,
“Through the years of my apostasy, and
unbelief, I acquired so strong a habit of
doubting that I have never yet been able to
conquer it.”

«“No,” responded the tempter. ¢ No,
and you never will, you can’t do it; you
can’t, you can’t.”

I said, “ Aunt Ellenor, I see that I have
erred in saying I have not been able to con-
quer my old habit of unbelief. It is a con-
cession that pleases the devil too well, and
the Lord helping me, I will never make such
a concession again. God don’t require im-
possibilities of us. Whatever He commands
us to do, He will enable us to perform. So I
revised my spiritual vocabulary, and struck
out from the line of obedience and faith all
the *ifs ” and “buts” and *‘can’ts,” and re-
ceived light and strength, but no full reali-
zation of entire cleansing within.
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I was at that time in charge of the Sweet
Springs Circuit, and returned to my own
work from the camp-meeting, steadily main-
taining my facts, and then led on in a
blessed soul-saving work that spread through
its mountains and valleys in the majesty of
grace divine. In the midst of this advance
movemnent, all along the lines of my circuit,
I found inyself, by a miscalculation, an-
nounced for preaching at the same day and
hour at two different places, twenty miles
apart.

It was a rough, mountainous country, and
all my travellmnr was on horseback. There
was no time nor opportunity to withdraw
one of the appointments, so I was in a
dilemma that gave me much trouble of
mind. My conscience was very sensitive,
and very severe in its inflictions. To pass
my word to a man and lay myself under an
obligation, and not fulfil it, was to my mind
criminal and grievous; my word passed to
a congregation of men and women involved
an obligation even more solemn and im-
perious. In this dilemma I was passing a
slevpless night, not knowing what to do,
and I said to myself, ¢ How can I preach
in two places at the same time, twenty miles
apart? That is impossible ”

These words went through me like an
electric flash, *“ All things are possible with
God.”

Isaid, “Yes, all things are possible with
God. He can arrange for two eppointments
at the same hour. I don’t know how. He
may have a dozen waysof doing it for aught
I know, but one is enough for me, and I
will let Him do it, and do everything clse
He has engaged to do for me. I nestled on
to the bosom of Jesus, and laughed and
cried, and sweetly rested my weary spirit on
His great heart of love and sympathy, and
saw spread out before me an ocean of avail-
able resources in God, and overheard my
heart-saying, < He saves me; He saves me
from all sin; H-. saves me now ; Halle-
lujah !”

The tempter replied, * May be He don’t.”

“Y know He does, and it is the easiest
thing possible for Him to do it. I can’t dc
any of it. J tried hard for years, and
utterly failed, but it is His business, and I
will let Him do His own work in His own
way henceforth.”

I was frelting about my two colliding
appointments, and thinking specially about
being sanctifird whelly, but God was using
that very small thing to let me entirely oub
of self, and into complete urion with Him-
self. T realized that instead of receiving a

great blessing, I was united in the bonds of
perfect fidelity, confidence and love, with
the bridegroom of my soul, and learning to
“live by faith in the Son of God.” I have
ever since dwelt with Jesus, and daily
verified the truth of *the record of God con-
cerning His Son.” He has allowed me,
with motives pure, to make some grievoue
mistakes, and to suffer the consequences
which they legitimately entail, but He has
incorporated them in His disciplinary
programme, and overruled them in mercy.
By the adjustments of His providence the
greatest achievements of my ministerial life
have ‘hinged conditionally upon the greatest
mistakes of my life, ¢ the eye benw single,”
meantime, and “the body full of Iwht "
shining along the lines of religious life and
duty.

I claim no exemption from the tempta-
tions, trials and tzibulations in their variety
to which the people of God, for His purposes
of discipline and development, have been
subject through all the ages. I don’t want
any exemption from, nor mitigation of any
hard discipline that God sees needful for
character-building for eternity.

No better man than Paul ever lived.
He was so Christ-like, that he could safely
say to others, “TFollow me as I follow
Christ,” yet his sufferings, in number, variety
and depth, amounted to an aggregate equiv-
alent of the possible dxsclp]mary suﬁ'ermgs of
all men’ for the purpose which he thus
states, “Thab in me, first, Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering for a pa,tbem
for them which should hereafter believe on
Him to life everlasting.” One pattern of
that sort was enough. One chart drawn
from such an experience was sufficient for
the safe navigation of the sea of Christian
life from Paul’s-day to the day of judgment.
‘While, therefore, no child of God is required
to endure all, or even a hundredth part of
what Paul, the pattern, suffered, yet every
one is liable to any nuwber or variety of
Paul’s agaregate of suflering, as God may
apportion and appoint to each one.

Therefore, I ash no less, and desire no
more, vhan such as come exactly withia the
range of God’s will. It is my busiuess to
keep in line with Him, which requires me
to . “walch, and pray without ceasing.”
When sunshine and stars appear I take my
bearings ; when these are veiled by clouds
and storms, I “work up my dead reckoning,
and by all means keep on my course. Thus
in harmony with the will of God, and grate-
fully recognizing His immutable promises,
and exhaustless provisions, all available in
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the personal Son of God, who abides with
us, and in the Holy Sanctifier, who dwells
in us, our prayers become, to a great extent,
psalms of praise and thanksgiving, and ex-
pressions of the faith by which we daily and
hourly receive Jesus, and receive the Holy
Ghost, and partake of the divine nature.

The innumerable changes in our emotional
sensibilities are not allowed to infringe upon
the immovable principles of our covenant
with God.

Any assumed trust in God, outside of
these lines of loyalty to Him, is a sin, the
gin of presumption, which ends in death and
perdition if not abandoned.

Our supreme loyalty to God must be
maintained under all conditions or circum-
stantial changes. We may go with the
suffering Son of God into the garden and
behold His bloody sweat, and hear Him say,
“ Now is my soul troubled, and what shall
Ysay?” shall I say, ¢« Father, save me
from tlis hour?” Nay, ¢ For this cause ”
to drink man’s cup of death and hell, and
give to man God’s “ cup of salvation,” came
1 to this hour. Father, glorify Thyself.”
We may in our extremity of suffering say
with Him, ¢ Father, if it be possible let this
cup pass from me; nevertheless not My
will but Thine be done.”

I grew in grace and in knowledge lefore
I was “ purged from all iniquity,” but grew
more rapidly and healthfully afterwards.
‘When the obstructions to growth, such as
ignorance, remaining carnal nature, formal-
ism and legalism +were removed, and my
union with the infinite sap sources of the
“True Vine” was completed, why should 1
not “grow up into Him in all things?”
Holiness, therefore, does not set a limit to
spiritual growth, but removes the obstruc-
tions, and adjusts the conditions essential to
a rapid, symmetrical, felicitous, ¢ growing
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
Saviour Jesus Christ ” which will be im-
measurable and eternal.— Witness.

Tuis is pre-eminently the dispensation of
the Holy Ghost. He, not ¢, is now poured
out upon God’s children to an extent end a
degree which were not known in former dis-
pensations. He. is in the world to convince
or reprove the world of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment. He is in the Church and
in its membership to sanctify—to comfors,
to guide, to keep, to testify of Jesus. Obh,
beloved, honor the Holy Ghost, get well ac-
quainted with Him, talk to Him, commun+
with Him, worship Him. Ask Jesus to bap-

tize you with the Holy Ghost. Do every-
thing under the direction of the Holy Ghost.
Preach with the Holy Ghost sent down from
Heaven, Pray in the Holy Gho.t. Sing
with the spirit and the understanding. Have
all the joyous liberty that is present where
the Spirit of the Lord is. * The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with
you all.  Amen —Dr. Dougan Clarke.

3 ——
A GREAT MOVE FOR A PENTE-

COSTAL BAPTISM OF THE
HOLY GHOST.

Baltimore is being stirred perhaps as never
before, uy »n the subject of Christian holiness,
in nearly all the evangelical churches. The
outcome of this wonderful movement is the
result of the late Special Union Convention
on the Glorious Person and Manifold Minis-
try of the Holy Spirit, held in the Mount
Vernon Place Methodist Episcopal Church.

This Convention had been arranged for,
and its success prayed for months ago. Rev.
Geo. C. Needham evangelist, seems to have
been the prime mover, who carefully arranged
for the meeting in the selection of some
eminent men as speakers. The Convention
continued four days, and was presided
over by Mr. Needham, and seems to have
had & most marvellous and wide-spread influ-
ence over the Protestant churches of Balti-
more. Large congregations where held
almost spell-bound, without any apparent
weariuness, during three long sessions evary
day, in listening to the addresses from the
devoted men of God, whose subjects may be
condensed under one topic, * The Personality
and Ministry of the Holy Ghost.” Quite &
large number of city pastors, inclnding a
fair proportion of Methodist preachers, were
among the hearers at all the sessions.

Unity, harmony and good feeling seemed
to pervade the hearts and minds of all the
hearers. No adverse criticism has been
heard of from any source. The atmosphere
was spiritual and heavenly. One of the most
scholarly men’of the Methodist preacher’s
meeting stated before that meeting last
Monday, that several addresses hs heard in
the Convention were the ablest he had ever
listened to.

The first address delivered before the Con-
vention was by Bishop A. W. Wilson, of the
Southern Methodist Church. Dr. T. A.
Hoyt’s sub_]ecb was, “The Holy Spirit
Personal.” Rev. Julius E. Grammar, D.D.,
Episcopal minister of this city, addressed
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the Convention on the ¢ Enduement of the
Spirit.” ¢ The Spirit the Revealer of Christ,”
was the subject of Rev. George S. Bishop,
D.D. “Manifold Ministry,” by Rev. A.
W. Pitzer, D.D. “The Spirit for Worship
and Witnessing,” by Rev. D. M. Stearns.
«The Spirit’s Relation to Scripture,” by
Prof. J. M. Stifler, D.D. ¢ The Spirit of
Prophecy,” by Bishop W. R. Nicholson, D.D.
«The Spirit and the Christian,” by Rev.
Dr. F. M. Ellis, of Baltimore Baptist Chyrch,
formerly of Boston. ‘The Spirit of Son-
ship,” by Rev. W. J. Erdman. ¢ Threefold

Conviction of the Spirit,” by Rev. Geo. D.-

Boardman. “The Heavenly Unction,” by
Dr. L. W. Munhall. “The Spirit and the
Preacher,” by Principal H. G. Weston, D.D.
«The Spirit and Jesus,” by Rev. J. T.
Beckley, D.D. “Grieving, Tempting, Re-
sisting the Spirit,” by Rev. James Morrow,
D.D. “« The Spirit and Inspiration,” by Rev.
James H. Brooks, D.D. Rev. M. D. Bab-
cock, Presbyterian pastor of Brown Memorial
Church of this city, made an address. Rev.
A. H. Tuttle, pastor of the Mount Vernon
Place Church, owing to sickness, failed to
deliver the address assigned him.

Bishop Wilson in his opening address
spoke on the importance of the subject be-
fore the Convention.
apostolic times was, “ Have ye received the
Holy Ghost since ye believed?” And that
is the question to-day. To give the Secrip-
tural statements of the Holy Spirit’s practi-
cal effect is of great importance, but too much
neglected. Among the errors of to-day,
there are so many substitutes provided for
the Spirit of God. You may fill your
Churches to overflowing, but without the
Holy Spirit there is no life, nor power, nor
efficiency. The great question is, “ What
that Spirit can do and shall do.” The Spirit
is available for every man and for every
church.

Devotional exercises were held every
morning at an early hour, before the public
sessicns, consisting of special prayer, thanks-
aiving, confession and consecration. Special
?neetings are being held in the Presbyterian
and Baptist Churches, at which the pastors
declare that since they have attended the Con-
vention they have been wonderfully meved
on this line of seeking the baptism of the
Holy Ghost. They have been searching the
Scriptures and giving Bible readings, and
preaching on the subject with marked
success.

These ministerial brethren seem to have
discovered what the fathers in the Meth-
odist ministry preached and practised a

The test question in |-

hundred years ago: that there can be no
substitutes for the agency of the Holy Ghost
in the churches. That the baptism of the
Holy Ghost a1 consequent enduement of *
power is absolutely necessary to success in
preaching the Gospel. That the Church of
Christ should be a witnessing Church. That
the testimonies of both ministers and laymen
are as essential, or even more so, in giving
success to the spread of the Gospel than
preaching. That Christians must be separate
from the world, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost for service work. Hence they are
already denouncing fashion, fairs, festivals,
etc., in the churches. Some among our
ablest ministers in the Baptist and Pres-
byterian Churches are already counting
the cost, and publicly declore that the
steps they are taking may cost them
the loss of their pastorates. Well, bless
the Lord! We believe God is in this
movement, and we pray that He may give it
abundant success.— W. Z. Munro in Chris-
tian Witness.

BavTIMORE, Nov. 7th, 1889.

GUARD YOUR WORDS.

It is mentally and morally impossible. to
speak good things out of the abundance of
an evil heart. The tree must be good, or
the fruit will be evil. The tree is known
by its fruit (Matt. xii. 33-35).

God’s special disapprobation rests upon all
speeches against the Holy Ghost (vs. 31, 32).
If it be sometimes difficult to determine
whether the presence and power, the guid-
ance and will, of the Holy Ghost is mani-
fest in certain persons and things, words
and doings, all the more reason why we
should be careful how we speak ; lest what
we intend as censure for man may be really
against the Spirit. If even “idle” words
(v. 36) shall be brought into judgment, and
if we shall be justified or condemned by our
words, we may be running greatrisksin freely
expressing our hastily formed opinions.

The demand for confirmatory *signs”
(v. 38) may be as censurable as our deter-
mined opposition or our ill-considered and
ill-tempered words. God has often granted
signs. He prefers, however, that we should
walk by faith, not by sight. Above all will
He grant no sign to a bigoted, captious,
quarrelsome, jealous formalist. He is judg-
ing after the flesh. He does not want to
see the Holy Ghost in what is transpiring.
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His personal ambitions, perhaps, are at
stake. His official position may be en-
dangered. Forsome reason it may impolitic
for him to admit the truth of what is said,
or to yield to what is being done.

So the very seeking of signs is a charac-
teristic mark of an evil and adulterous
generation. Doubtless it would be equally
evil to overlook or ignore, despise or reject,
any truly providential or gracious sign that
may be vouchsafed to us by high Heaven.
Nevertheless, the language of true faith
always is, ‘“Speak the word only. Thy
naked word is enough for me. I ask no
confirmatory sign.” Tt is to such persons,
even though they may have been very far
gone in error and sin, to whom God, in

ost unexpected and condescending ways,
grants all needful signs of His presence and
power, of His favor ard salvation. -

I we desire to be upon the most intimate
relationship with God, we must put our-
selves in hearty accord with His will, no
matter how nor by whom that will may be
manifested tc us (vs. 46-50). ‘hose who
are standing so near to Christ, whom He
counts among His immediate family, will
never be found making any spcech concern-
ing the Holy Ghost that is rot truly Christ-
like. Christ testified to the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost, in turn, takes of the
things of Christ, and testifies of Him. He
must be amazingly out of harmony with
Christ who can flippantly (or from any un-
worthy motive whatever) allow himself
readily to fall even into mistakes in dealing
with the Holy Ghost, whether as revealed
to himself or to others, through himself or
through others. A calm, judicial, carefully
observant, tenderly conscientiousand frankly
candid state of mind is pre-eminently needed
in all cases where spiritual discernment is
required ; for none can be more sensitive to
anything in the form of a slight or a slur
than the Holy Spirit.

‘We have in verses 43-45 an awful illus-

tration of the extremes to which a once
.cleansed, but still restless, and much mis-
guided, person can reach, whose spirit yet
cleaves to those other spirits more wicked
than bimself, who consents once again to
assoclate with them, whose last state is
therefore worse than the first.

The fact that the account of such a person
is here presented in the same discourse by
Christ in which He has been speaking of
light treatment ol the ¥oly Ghost, shows
that the connection "between the last state
and the first are much closer than might be
at first imagined; for we must granbt a

logical connection in all the teachings of
Ohrist ; if one thing suggested another to
such a mind as His, it was because they
doctrinally, experimentally, practically, es-
sentially, belong together. :

And, as a matter of biography and history,
of telk and practice, has it not always hap-
pened that he who parts with the Holy
Spirit is, sooner or later, linked up by his
own restless spirit with a gang of other
spirits who perpetually conspire or contri-
bute to bring him down to that last state
which is so much worse than his first? No
man can trifle with the Holy Ghost, much
less that man who has once experienced
His cleansing power ; yetit is an awful fact
that none tallk so strangely, controvert so
loudly, oppose so Dbitterly, colleague so
quickly with unclean spirits, mistake so
egregiously, and sink so low, as those who
have pone out, walking through dry places,
seeking rest, and finding none.

Surely, the last place, as well as the last
state, of that person shall be worse than any
in which &e has ever yet found himself,
miserably situated and helplessly mired.

‘What difference can it possibly make
whether we misunderstand, misrepresent, or
slander the Holy Ghost as manifested in thé
most ignorant, the most humble, the (ap-
parently) most insignificant, of his followers, .
or as manifested in the ineffable person and
peerless words of Him who spake as never
man spake? It is the same Holy Ghost
against whom we array our vanity of person,
our prejudice of doctrine, our pride of in-
tellect and learning, our bigotry of ecclesias-
ticism, our pomp of position, our lust of
power, our ambition of popularity, our con-
temptible greed for the foremost placesin
the synagogues, for obsequious greetings in
the markets, and for the reverent calling by
the name of rabbi, D.D., or what not, and
(however it may be covered up by millinery,
by ritualism, by an excellent order of cere-
monies) for our huge churchianity.

It may be in the storm ; it may be in the
still, small voice; it may be in prophetic
foresight ; it may be in the sacred person of
Jesus ; it may be amid the wonderful out-
pourings of Pentecost ; it may be in miracu-
lous apostolic gifts ; it may be in some one
for whom you cherish a supreme and
haughty contempt ; it may be in Him who
casts out devils, but who considers it a
waste of time to follow you in casting out
none,—it Taay be against this temple of the
Holy Ghost that you are raising your mis-
taken and impious and (eventuelly) self-
condemning voice.—Standard. :
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HARDENED IN A BELIEF.

The man whose opinions are fixed and
unalterable is embedded in a rock where
the possibilities of growth and expansion
are s0 limited that practically, for this life
at least, he has come to a standstill; or,
more correctly, he is slowly disintegrating
and going backward to a point where he
may begin anew, Whoever hardens in any
beliefs which he at present holds, certainly
misses the divine influence of a power that
would keep us, as it keeps all nature,
malleable, and subject to perpetual renewal
and advancement on higher planes. In
God’s world nothing is so complete that it
does not incessantly strive toward comple-
tion; and no trath may be so entirely
grasped in our limited human sphere that
we shall not see it in & broader light on
the higher, bolder promontories of under-
standing.—N. C. Messenger.

SOURCE OF THE DIVINE PER-
SONALITY.

—— )

BY F. L. THOMPSON.

In Bishop Foster’s *“ Prolegomena, Studies
in Theology,” pp. 248-50, he discusses the
source of the idea of God. After conclud-
ing that the divine existence can be affirmed
by the reason, he advances to the question
of the divine personality. He says: “ Is He
personal or impersonal? On this point na-
ture, including the moral and reasoning con-
sciousness of man—that is, including the
human mind—again becomes the oldest and
primary source of light. But the ray that
comes to unaided reason from nature upon
this poins is so dim, and in some aspects so
utterly absent, that reason finds herself be-
wildered, and declares that the light is not
sufficient to enable her to render her a satis-
factory verdict.”

In other words, Bishop Foster would teach
us that reason is unable to affirm the per-
sonality of God. We had supposed that
there were two arguments, or perhaps two
forms of the same argument, demonstrating
upon a basis of reason the divine person-
ality; one from external nature, and the
other from the existence of .the individual.
The argument from nature may be stated as
follows: The universe exhibits thought.
There cannot be thought without’a thinker.
The cause of the universe, therefore, is a
thinker. And a thinker is 4 person. (See
Cook * On Conscience.”) The urgument from

individual instance differs somewhat, but is,
after all, substantially the same. It goes
back to causation as its foundation.

Bvery effect must have a cause. That
cause mush be adequate. I am an effect. I
am a thinking effect. I require, therefore,
a thinking cause. A thinking cause is a
thinker. A thinker is a person. The vol-
ume is exceedingly valuable and suggestive
on every page, and has been greatly helpful
to the writer. The argument requiring a
revelation to apprehend the character of
God will not be questioned, neither the
argument Jdemonstrating the ability of rea-
son to group the idea of the existence of
God, but we do question whether reason is
not also able to offer us the idea of the per-
sonality of God.—Sel. &

—————_

MR. CAUGHEY AT DEADMANSTONE.

The lesson for the morning was Revela-
tion ii. When reading the fifth verse—
“ And will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repent”—power came
upon me to exhort some backslider present.
1 did so, with an extraordinary assurance
that there was such an one present ; talked
to him as if he and I were alone with God;
described what he was, what now ; what his
house once was, a place of prayer, its state
now; that he was once a *candlestick,”
giving light in his household, but now he
was like an empty and lightless one. My
appeals became sharper and sharper, that
God was about to remove the candlestick
out of his place into the grave, into perdi-
tion, unless he repented.

My gestures became violent ; “not sawing
the air, thus and thus,” as Shakespeare de-
precated—that would have been well in this
instance; “spreading themselves abroad”
did the mischief with the brass candlestick
to the right. Out of its socket it went, voli-
ing to and fro till it fourd  resting-place
far enough from the pulpit, but happened
to hit nobody, though theé chapel was full.

Surely it could not be helped. Did not
design it, for certain. I seized it as an
illustration of the lightless backslider, that
thus and thus, he should be removed out of

his place suddenly, unless sudden repentance-

prevented the terrible catastrophe.

My soul was strangely moved. The back-
slider was present, came forward to be
prayed for, and the Lord saved him. Re-
lighted the candlestick, and sent him home
to his house with his heart all flaming with
the love of God.—Farnest Christianity.
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