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EMANCIPATED.
ABBIE MILLS.
I'm free! I'm free! "The Lord unbarred
The prison where I lay,
He sent me forth to sing a song
For Him both night and day.

I'm washt, I'm washt; T'm clean and white,
The cleansing stream I found,

And I'm so glad since I have heard
Salvation’s joyful sound.

I'm kept, the Lord my keeper saves
When joy remains, or goes,

When Jesus’ voice doth still the waves
Or wrathfal tempest blows,

I'm hid within his shadowy hand,
And there content I lie,

My only care my Lord to please,
His name to glorify.

I'm free, O yes, I'm free indeed ;
The Son hath made me free,

And onward moves my faith-winged soul,
My risen Lord to see.

And when my song for Him helow
Is erded, every strain,

T'll praise, in sweeter notes I know,
The Lamb for sinners slain,

—The Banner of Holiness.
Rockford, 11l

HOW TO OBTAIN THE .BLESSING
OF HOLINESS.

Remember our present object is not to
speculate about it, but how to secure as
an experience what is known as “full
salvation,” “the higher life,” or “entire
sanctification.” We are then writing to
those who are ready to start this moment
to seek and to find this great salvation.

Now, in the first place, see that you
are ready to start. Have you on the
garments of salvation? That is, are you
now conscious that you are justified by
present faith in Christ, and can truth-
tully sing:

>y God is reconciled,
His pardoning voice I hear ;

He owns me for His child,

I can no longer fear.
With confidence I now draw nigh
And Father, Abba Father, cry.”

If there is the least rent or soil in
these garnents, attend at once to the
matter, for if you start on the journey
after fll salvation with any lurking
condemnation, the result of actual sin or
unconscious backslidings, you will have
the mortification of having to retrace
your steps, however far you may have
gone when you discover the fact.

But still you are not ready to start
until you secure a suitable guide. But
will not the writer answer this purpose?
By no means. He may be astray him-
self. Many think he is, and so thought
many concerning every teacher on this
subject, including Christ Himself, Even
if right just now he may go astray at
some future time, and so involve you in
trouble. Suppose you take John Wesley
as your guide. Well, there would be
one slight advantage—you would be
thoroughly Wesleyan in your creed. Or
suppose you take Whitfield, or Madam
Guyon, or Fletcher, or Fox. Well, the
same remark may be made concerning
them, you may be orthodox as regards
their teaching. But they do not know
you personally, and cannot be with you
as you live out the experience, to guide
you amidst the multitude of perplexing
questions which will constantly need
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regulating. Well, then, suppose you tale
St. Paul.  Now you come nearer to the
fountain head, for he was acquainted
with Christ and the other apostles, and
speaks with authority on this subject.
But St. Paul is dead, and his writings,
although many, cannot cover all the
ground of your experience and need.
Besides, as St. Peter remarks, in them
are some things hard to be understood.
You need a better guide than even St.
Paul or any of his associates. In short,
you need the Guide; and so before you
start on your worthy quest, or proceed
. further on the way, stop a while to
secure Him, to get well and familiarly
acquainted with Him, so that He may
guide you into all truth concerning the
experience of holiness.

Are you as well acquainted with Him
as with, say, the best human friend you
now have? Have you accustomed your-
self to converse with Him? Do you
realize the fact that He is with you by
night and by day, that you know His
voice, and do not hesitate to submit all
matters for His judgment? Now ifany
portion of the above is strange to you it
simply proves that you are not fully ac-

uainted with the Guide whom Jesus

and the Father offer to every sincere
secker after full salvation. Your proper
plan, and that which appeals to your
common sense as right, is to get ac-
quainted with this proffered Guide into
all truth.

Take now your Bible ard read and
study concerning Him. Especially read
the chuzpters of John where Christ talks
familiaily concerning Him as the Com-
forter, Indweller, and Guide. Then turn
to the Acts to see how all these teachings
were verified in the actual history of
the first Christians. Then, as time per-
mits, follow this line of thought in read-
ing the epistles. Take plenty of time.
You may read through this article, of
course, to the end before you look up
the indicated passages; but then you can
re-read, and then study the Word of
God in its teachings concerning this
office of the Holy Spirit as Guide, until
you recognize in Him just this character,
and then you will commit your way into
this coveted experience into His hands,
in the firm belief that He will most cer-

tainly guide you into all truth in this
vegard.

When you have adopted this course
you will at once be conscious of a won-
derful rest of soul concerning the whole
perplexing subject of entiresanetification.
You may cven admit that there are many
cross paths and by-ways, that there are
many confusing voices in the air saying,
lo, Christ is here, or Christ is there; be-
hold, He is in the city, or, behold, He is
in the desert; but you feel now that you
can, leaning on your Guide, make a
straight path in the midst of confusion
worse confounded. We beseech you,
then, by the knowledge we have of the
many dangers ahead; by the many fail-
ures made, and by the many self-consti-
tuted guides who are on the alert to
capture the unwary, take time to get
fully and familiarly acquainted with the
Blessed Holy Spirit, the Comforter Di-
vine, as your own personal Guide and
friend. Then you will not fail; then you
will most certainly be brought into the
clear light and truth concerning holiness.
“ He will guide you into all truth.”

Thus equipped we are ready to start.
Now the highway of holiness is in the
Bible. Here is a passage of God’s Word :
“Being justified by faith we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
You turn, not to us nor yet to your
reasonings, but to your Guide, and ask
Him if that promise is fulfilled in you.
He replies in the affirmative, for the
Spirit beareth witness with your spirit
that you are a child of God. Moreover,
you have peace in your soul on that
subject.

Here is another text: “Be ye holy,
for I am holy,” and similar to it Christ’s
words in the sermon on the mount, “Be
ye therefore perfect, as your Father in
heaven is perfect.” Now at once you
will naturally begin to reason, as many
do to their hurt, Why that looks like a
command to be as holy and perfect as
God Himself, and that you want to
argue is impossible. And now the temp-
tation, so successful in many cases, comes
in to turn away from it in disgust and
give up the whole thing, or to skip it
and go on to something else, or strongly
maintain that the fulfilment of such
commands is an impossibility. To yield
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to the first temptation is cowardice, to
the second is foolishness, and to the last
is impiety. But all this time you have
forgotten your Guide. Turn to Him in
penitence, for He forgives on the instant
of such turning to Him. But He may
give light through our experience, and
we propose to weave it into our writings.
It pleases God by the foolishness of
preaching, ie. testifying, to save them
that believe. You will find that these
wonderful commands are backed up by
awholeavalancheof seriptural utterances.
Christ teaches you to pray to do the will
of God as it is done in heaven. St. Paul,
praying for converted people, says : “The
very God of peace sanetify you wholly,
and I pray God your whole spirit, and
soul, and body be preserved blameless
until the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Faithful is He that hath prom-
ised, who also will do it.” He also repeats
the words of Christ, “Be perfect,” and
adds, “Be filled with the Spirit,” “Re-
joice evermore,” “ Be careful for nothing.”
Whilst John testifies that Christ’s blood
cleanseth from all sin. “ He that abideth
in Him sinneth not,” “ Ye have an une-
tion from the Holy One.” These are, as
you are aware, dear reader, just a few
bright parts of the full-orbed rainbow of
promises, commands, exhortations, and
references to the subject in hand.

Let us then come back to the first
passage—* Be ye holy, for I am holy "—
with the understanding that the whole
subject is wrapped up in it. Now, then,
does your Guide tell you that whatever
God means that you should be 'n fulfil-
ing these commands that you are just
now. Now, if you have not the same
conscious witness of the Spirit to such a
state, and the same glad peace of soul
concerning them that you had when
abiding the test concerning justifying
grace, then it is evident that you do not
fulfil these commands as God intends
you to do.

But you wish to walk in these com-
mands of the Lord blamelessly. Well,
in the first place, it is possible to obey
them fully—that is, to obey them so as
to fully. please God. Whatever God, not
man, means by “Be ye holy,” that you can
be, for God is Almighty and can enable
you to obey them with an obedience

which is satisfactory to Himself, and
that is all the obedience you are aiming
dt. Now comes the very important
question: Are you willing to obey them?
Here you will instinetively lean heavily
on your Guide. What says He about it?
Ask Him. What about confessing Him
before men in His power to save to the
uttermost and keep pure and holy ?
What about habits, secret or more pub-
lic? What about the past, the present,
the future? You cannot know of these
things and the attitude of your soul to-
wards God in them only as you refer
them to your Guide, and let Him lead
you into all truth concerning these, and
many other things which He will bring
to your recollection. What, for instaice,
about prejudice, fanaticism, the manner
of your future work ?

And here we remark you can accept
His offered help in fearfulness or glad-
ness, just as you choose. You can fight
and be stubborn over every inch of the
ground. You can permit yourself to be
punished by heavy-heartedness and
anguish of soul as the process of pluck-
ing out right eyes and lopping of right
arms goes on, indulging ever and anon
in hard feelings towards your Guide, as
though He was cruel in His apparently
severe method of your treatment, or you
can in glad confidence submit promptly,
and permit God to cut the work short
in righteousness and make an end of sin.
But an end must be reached here that
will satisfy, not you or human teachers,
but your Guide, so that you will have
perfect peace towards God in all these
matters; when, without hesitation, you
can challenge God in the language of
David: “Search me, O God, and try my
reins, and see if there is any evil way in
me.”

Here is where many stop short and
walk no more with Jesus, and, dear
reader, you begin to see why we insisted
on an intimate, confidential acquaintance
with your Guide ere starting. Remem-
ber He is your best friend in all this.
You arg perfectly safe in His hands.
Fight the good fight of faith here. Be
true to your Guide as He is to you, and
never be satisfied until He is perfectly
satisfied that you present your body—
that includes everything—a living sacri-
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fice, holy, acceptabla to God, and admit
not hesitatingly, but cheerfully, that it
is your reasonable service. Rom. xii. 1.

Now what about faith and joy you
are perhaps in a hurry to say. But
don't be ina hurry. “He that believeth
shall not make haste.” This matter of
presenting ourselves to God for holiness
in the consccous presence, and under the
guidance of the Holy Ghost, needs noth-
ing to prop it up or establish its genu-
ineness. You can look at it from every
standpoint. You may be all agitation
over some tremendous conflict which
your stubbornness has evoked, and yet
you will have no more right to speak of
superior genuineness in the work done
than another, who, without any conflict,
submitted promptly to every claim of
heaven. The only essential point to
guard isthis. Does the Holy Spirit now
witness that you are perfectly willing to
be holy, not so much that you consecrate
your all to God? There may lurk in
that some smack of the human. Does
your Guide now tell you that that hill
difficulty has been successfully scaled,
and that you rest, not on its sides, but
on its summit? If so, then you willingly
bear witness to it as a fact, viz,, that in
the presence of the Blessed Holy Ghost,
and under His leadership, you do now
present yourself to God forever as a
complete, whole sacrifice; and that for
you to doubt the genuineness of the aet
of presentation as complete would be
dishonoring to your Guide, on whom you
throw the responsibility of the act being
perfect and satisfactory to the God who
seeth in secret.

Such, faintly portrayed, is willingness
to be holy, to be sanctified throughout
body, soul and spirit, and to be preserved

" blameless until His coming; and any-
thing short of this can furnish no sub-
stential ground for the faith which sane-
tifies wholly and preserves blameless.

Dear consecrated one, you find no
effort necessary now to believe that
“faithful is He that hath promised, who
also will do it.” There is no difficulty
in believing that, having presented your
body a living sacrifice, it is holy, it is
acceptable to God, that your Divine
Guide becomes now the Radiant One
who seals you, your consecrated self, unto

the day of His coming, that the precious
blood cleanseth away all its defilements ;
and you rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.  You begin to bemoan your un-
wotthiness, but the loving Saviour pnts
His pierced hand on your mouth to
gently stay your words, that you may
look up into His countenance and see
how He rejoices over you, seeing in you
of the travail of His soul and is satisfied.
All the promises now are yours, and are
beginning now to be fulfilled in you ac-
cording to your need. Therefore with
joy shall ye draw water from the wells
of salvation. Rejvicing evermore, pray-
ing without ceasing, and in everything
giving thanks. Thanks be to God for
His unspeakable gift.

PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Another burning question which needs
a regulating hand in this holiness re-
vival, is the above. This movement is
a revival of scriptural holiness. Now
holiness is a spiritual matter. It is a
life. It is the life of God in the soul,
showing itself outwardly in a life of
perfect obedience—walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of God
blamelessly.

“If a man lové Me he will keep My
words, and My Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” This is the true
description of the holy man as given by
Jesus himself—a man indwelt by the
Trinity, and living a life of perfect
obedience. Nothing can be admitted
as a substitute for these in the make-up
of a truly sanctified life.

When, then, any one tells of physical
or mental phenomena in connection with
his Christian experience, they may ex-
cite our curiosity or even wonder ; they
may even excite our admiration con-
cerning God’s condescension in adapting
Himself te the wants of His people, but
it all ends there. The only essential
thing to know is, whether or no he is
now walking with God in glad obedi-
ence. How it was brought about, or
how perpetuated, as regards outward
manifestations, is clearly non-essential.

‘We emphasize this thought for a pur-
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' pose, for it is the failure to properly
classify essentials and non-essentials
concerning a holy life that works so
much mischief in the ranks of profes-
sors of holiness.

Now the essential part in the transac-
tion of becoming holy, is the reception
of God into our being. The manner of
receiving Him is plainly non-essential,
and its relation, whilst it constitutes a
large part of Christian experience, and
gives interest to our religious gatherings
—for as no two experiences are similar,
the telling of how we entered into full
salvation will always, am'ongst other
things, afford the charm of variety—
yet affords no room for boasting, for
there is no scriptural warrant for placing
one above another in this respect.
Dreams, visions, prostrations, shoutings,
tears, awe, silence, all clamour in vain
for precedence here. If the Bible com-
mands us to shout aloud for joy, it also
says, “ Be still, and know that I am
God.” If one would exalt the gift of
tongues, the apostle brings him to order
by showing that it was simply a sign
for the unsaved, and of less value than
simple testimony.

But man is ever prone to undervalue
the spiritual and overestimate the tem-
poral or external, Lence one of the
greatest of all dangers to the holiness
movement is from this source. How
this tendency is indicated in our thoughts
about Pentecost, in magnifying to undue
importance the sound as of a rushing,
mighty wind, the cloven tongues as of
fire, and the gift of tongues, and keep-
ing too much in the back ground the
only essential quality of that blessed
experience, namely, the reception of the
¢« Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,”
into the life and being of the disciples,
in all His glorious fulness, as a perma-
nent indwelling guest !

All these sensible tokens of the pro-
mises fulfilled became a simple memory
when the day of Pentecost was past,
with the exception of the gift of tongues,
and that St. Pavi was inspired to write
about as of small- import; but the gift
of the Holy Spirit remained to every
faithful disciple as a constant conscious
possession.  They were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and remnined so filled,

even as Jesus had promised: “ He will
abide with you forever.” Hence it is
recorded of Peter and John, when be-
fore the council, that they were full of
the Holy Ghost. When the multitude
chose men to administer their charities,
they were exhorted to choose men filled
with the Holy Ghost. It is said of Ste-
phen, he was “a man full of the Holy
Ghost.” This was the crowning blessing
of the mew covenant, the fulfilment of
all prophecy, and its c¢ontinuance in
Pentecostal fulness is the pledge of pro-
mised blessing. And to-day this is the
citadel of our strength; that which, if
preserved, secures all else. Hence, the
hottest contests will ever be fought on
this battle-ground. The Holy Spirit,
received as guide into all truth, is not
necessarily this fulness. The Holy Ghost,
as witnesser, is' not neeessarily this ful-
ness. The Holy Spirit, recognized in
any one or all of His offices, is not neces-
sarily this fulness; but it is the recep-
tion of Himself as a guest, who has
come to take up His abode with us for-
ever, with all the attendant advantages
of such a coming.

This should %)e looked upon as the
simple, normal state of the true Chris-
tian—being filled constantly with the
Spirit, even as the disciples were filled
with the Holy Spirit in the first days of
the Church’s history. This is the pur-
chased possession for all Christ’s follow-
ers. The Father is ever waiting to
bestow it upon all for the simple asking,
and the only condition {o believers is
present faith.

Oh! if Christians would but cease
their cavillings and reasonings about it,
and, as little children, simply receive the
Holy Ghost, and thus know of His won-
drous power to bless, and make us a
blessing, how would the Church become
glorious all within, and to Satan’s king-
dom would become terrible as an army
with banners!

Satan well undaerstands this, and hence
concentrates his attacks against this ex-
perience. One of his chief methods is
to induce Christians to substitute in
their thought aund teaching physical
manifestations for the fulness of the
Spirit.

We were ounce present at a holiness
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gathering where the following incident
occurred. 'The public meeting was over,
but a large number remained, of their
own accord, in the church, for further
waiting upon God. Pretty soon three
persons, at short intervals from one
another, fell prostrate on the floor, more
or less in that rigid state familiar to
those who have had much experience in
revival work. Then a young man, who
was evidently acquainted with them, de-
livered a fiery exhortation to the forty
or fifty people there, intimating that the

blessing of eatire sanctification was one’

thing, but that the baptism of power,
of which this was an exhibition, was
quite another matter, and he urged all
present to look for this identical thing
at once. We noticed that nearly all
present followed his instruetions, and
commenced to strain aftey like physical
manifestation, as theugh it would secure
for them some wondertful blessing.

Well, no one else managed to get into
this psychological state, although the
effort on the part of many was intense
and prolonged ; and although they were
helped by one of the prostrate ones,
who presently came to, and delivered an
excited exhortation on the subject, using
himself as an illustration of the baptism
of power when thus received.

Now many would be inclined to pass
by such an incident with a smile, and
try to think no more of it. But that,
we maintain, is not the part of wisdom.
This incident is but one of a great many.
In fact, it is a part of the tactics of Satan,
and the most to be dreaded of his assaults
against the central doctrine of our holy
Christianity. Trace it back in its his-
tory and it s seen to have its origin in
the prominence given by good and great
men to physical manifestations in their
work—that meeting being called the
best or most powerful where suck “de-
monstrations of the mighty power of
God,” as they were called, have been
witnessed.

Now this subtle method of fostering
a desire after strange physical and
mental phenomena, by calling those
meetings the best where they occur,
cannot bub bear such fruit as the above
incident. There could have been none
of this kind of thing on the day of

Pentecost, for it is said that they all
spoke with tongues—none of them lay
around like corpses—all were able and
ready to speak to the people whe gath-
ered around them of the wonderful
works of God.

But the great error, productive of un-
told mischief, is the substituting, either
in part or whole, these things for the
indwelling Spirit, the promised Com-
forter. Any admixture here, even in
thought or in desire, is fraught with
most serious consequences. The holy
oil of the old dispensation, emblematic
of the promise of the Father, was not
to be tampered with, either by adultera-
ting it or by imitating it, under the se-
verest penalties ; so, under the present
dispensation, all imitations or admixtures
with the “unction from the Holy One,”
secures the saddest results.

But not only is the phenomenon above
mentioned often substituted for the Pen-
tecostal baptism of the Spirit, but other
things are in part, if not wholly, made
to represent it,—such as raising the voice
to a high piteh either in song, in testi-
mony, in prayer, or in shouting; and
many services are considered to be
eminently pentecostal largely because
of such noise. And be it remembered,
that at such times there are peculiar
facilities for making mistakes in this
respect; for there is ever a species of
exhilaration connected with such use of
the voice, as also from sympathetic com-
munion with others in a like state of
mental and physica: activity, which ean,
and often is, taken for the real spiritual
exaltation which is the result of the
reception of the abiding Comforter.
Hunee the absolute necessity of guard-
ing the sacred unction with a godly
jealousy, lest we ourselves, and others
through us, be entangled in the fatal
toils of Satan’s snares. The only safe
course is the scrintural one: to maintain
most persistently that all these things
covnt absolutely nothing in this connec-
tion ; that they always have been, and
forever will ke, outside and separate
from the scriptural baptism of the Holy
Ghost.

One of the evidences of tho human
origin of such imitations is the desire
for their repetition. Being human in
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their origin, they are necessarily ephe-
meral ; as time goes on the original in-
tensity diminishes—thins out—and then
there is & call for fresh baptisms, re-
peated physical manifestations. This is
the prolific mothcer of many modern in-
ventions to bring about the desired re-
sults. Hence the exhortation to get
down and call mightily for a baptism.
Persons who but a short time before tes-
tified to the reception of the Holy Ghost
as an abiding guest, will now pray mos:
lustily that He, the Holy One, may de-
scend down upon them, thus destroying
‘their former testimony as to His con-
tinued presence in His fulness with
them. The fact is, it is a proof that
their former testimony was not correct.
They evidently are not acquainted with
Him as *“the promise of Father,” but
have mistaken something else for “the
baptism of the Holy Ghost.” That
something which they are struggling for
can be repeated, and hence they labor
on until often many are captured in
Satan’s net, and are deluded into imagin-
ing they have had a baptism because
of pleasant sensations from the use of
their lungs, or the awe connected with
some strange manifestations on the
part of a few who are affected by the
unnatural strain upon their nervous
system.

We presume our words seem strong,
and perhaps they take a tinge of indig-
nation to them as we are reminded of
the personal harm received from this
very thing which we combat. How we
have been enticed to accept these things
for what our being craved! How we
have been cheated out of our blood-
bought privilege for many years of our
religious life by these counterfeits! The
glorious gift of God has becn made to
appear repulsive by human devices, and
Satan used them to keep us out of our
heritage.

And he is at his old devices yet. In
this present revival of holiness these
counterfeits are being more and more
industriously put forward, not only to
capture sincere thinking souls, but also
to elarm and perrlex those who have
welecomed the Comiorter inte their hearts.

And yet if men would but take their

Bible in their hands, and try the spirits

by the written word, their true character
would soon be made manifest. Christ is
the true type of a Christian. He says
of us: “As I am so are ye in the world.”
Imagine the Saviour the centre of what
some of those setters forth of strange
doctrines call a modern pentecost, where
all are exhorted to pray long and loud,
and agonize for a baptism, and then be-
side it put Christ preaching the sermon
on the mount and afterwards add the
“ He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause
His voice to be heard in the streets.”
True, some may point to the hosannas of
the multitude when He rode in triumph
into the city. Well, we have no objec-
tion to bursts of enthusiastic joy at times
when His glorious presence is revealed
to individuals or to multitudes; tl.en it
is perfectly in order to triumph in holy
song, or shout aioud for joy. This we
have no quarrel with. On the contrary,
we are ever ready to do our part in mag-
nifying the name of our God in His
assemblies. Our remarks do not touch
such things. What we do oppose is the
attemj:. to get up the hosannas to order,
and substitute another joy for the joy
Divine,

Again, close observation will show this
spirit to be unlike Christ in its arrogance
and unteachableness. 1t does not exhibit
that meekness which in honor prefers
one another. It is impatient of contra-
diction and of restraint. It hesitates not
to despise dignities, and fails to be sub-
ject one to the other in love. It does
not readily obey them that are over
them, but is ever ready to usurp authority
itself. Home duties and quiet acts of
beneficence are looked upon as of second-
ary importance when they secem vo clash
with public work, and therefore have to
give way, Seripture to the contrary not-
withstanding. In short it is not the
spirit of Christ. It may boast of con-
versions, of sanctifications and of bap-
tisms in others; but these are not serip-
tural tests, and should not be admitted
in deciding concerning its character. Its
only test we repeat is Christ-likeness.
This epirit does not show its anxiety for
harmony amorgst Christ’s professed fol-
lowers, by going to those whom they de-
nounce ag wrong, and inviting mutual
conference, prayer, and waiting on God
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with careful, united study of His word,
if by any means uunity in the Spirit
might be reached; but jumps to the
conelusion that all who do not walk with
them are opposed to the truth, and must
be opposed and fought both publicly and
privately to the bitter end.

There is no difficulty in judging
righteous judgment concerning this thing
if we follow Scripture rules; but if we
look for signs and wonders there will be
enough of them to capture the unwary.

But it is not the positive evils result-
ing from substituting physical manifes-
tations for the fulness of the Spirit that
we deprecate most. The indirect evils
resulting therefrom are still greater. The
way of the Spirit is evil spoken of as
these sxtravagances are witnessed, and
thus 4 widespread prejudice is created,
not only against the counterfeits, but
against the thing counterfeited. When
good men lend their name and influence
to promulgate the doctrine that the Holy
Ghost manifests Himself to His people
most readily and most preciously where
these physical manifestations most
abound, it cannot but tend to awaken
prejudice in the minds of many sincere
Christian hearts. This we know from
sad experience. But with gladness that
words cannot portray we can proclaim
the Gospel news that the Comforter Di-
vine—the baptism of the Holy Ghost—
is ready to come in Pentecostal fulness
to every believer who will open up his
being for His incoming. Whether walk-
ing by the way, communing in the secret
place of prayer, musing upon your bed,
or gathered in the assembly of disciples,
He is just now ready to enter in and
dwell in all His radiant fulness. Then
so glorious will be His manifestations,
and s0 wondrous the sense of com-
pleteness in Christ, so intimate will be
your communings with Him, that to
utter a prayer for a baptism of the Holy
Ghost would at once shock your sense of
propriety and appear but an insult to
your ever-present, ever-abiding Guest
and Friend. If at any time you find
yourself sighing for another baptism of
the Spirit, be sure you have sinned Him
out of His habitation, when the only way
to recover the lost treasure is by the way
of repentance and faiih, not by human

device. When genuine repentance, in-
cluding confession of sin and perfect
faith in Christ, are seen, then, and not
till then, will He return to His own. AU
other methods lead to a counterfeit joy,
which may feed the fires of fanaticism,
but can never secure the peace unutter-
able and joy unspeakable, which are
ours when we are filled with all the
fulness of God. :

THE BAPTISM OF FIRE.

EXPOSITION.

““ He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire.” Matt. iii. 2.

The Rev. Dr. Reddy gave a very in-
teresting exposition of this passage at
one of the meetings held at Wesley Park,
wh :h we deem of sufficient importance
to give to our readers as well as our
memory will serve to recall it.

He took the position that the “ baptism
of fire” meant destruction to the un-
godly. John was addressing a mixed
multitude of hypocrites, open sinners,
and penitents ; and the promise of John
was that those who truly repented of
sin would be baptized with the Holy
Ghost, but that hypocrites and the finally
impenitent would be baptized with fire,
to their irretrievable-destruction.

The wording of the verse indicated
this double purpose of Christ’s mission.
The conjunction and separated the two
thoughts. It did not read, “ the fire of
the Holy Ghost,” or “ Holy Ghost fire ;”
but “the Holy Ghost and fire,” and thus
took in both classes before him in its
application. : \

Again, this is the only passage in the
Bible where the expression is found,
and it was unwise to try to establish a
doctrines upon so narrow a basis. To
make the baptism of fire some distinct
gift, and seek for it as such, and exhort
others so to do, was highly improper:
it was, in effect, praying for the destruc-
tion which is due to obstinate sinners.

Then, in the two instances in the same
chapter where the word “fire” is used,
destruction is the plain meaning of
the word. Thus,“Every tree that bear-
eth not good fruit is cast into the fire,”
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means that the tree will be consumed—
utte.ly destroyed. Also, when it is said,
“He will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire,” fire certainly denotes
destruction. Now it would be out of
all regard to harmony and clearness to
make the word in the first and third
places mcan destruction; but in the
second or middle to have it mean some-
thing entirely different, without any ex-
planation given of the fact, and the
reasons of such opposite uses of the word
fire in the same short discourse.

The attempt to connect the use of the
word fire in the description of Pente-
cost with this baptism of fire, was a
hopeless one, for there it is not said that
the disciples were baptized with fire, but
that “cloven tongues like as of fire sat
upon each of them, and they were all
jilled with the Holy Ghost ”"—not with
fire. i

The rev. gentleman concluded his able
exposition by declaring that he never
did pray to be baptized with the Holy
Ghost and with fire, for he did not
wish to court the destruction denounced
against hypocrites and the finally im-
penitent.

And here we remark, that all efforts
to manufactur® some unusual doctrine
as the blessing par excellence, and attach
some peculiar significance to if, is bor-
dering on the dangerous. There is the
baptisa of the Holy Ghost clearly
brought out in Scripture as the privilege
of all believers; and’ any believer who
does not claim by faith, and possess this
continuous pentecostal baptism of the
Spirit — the abiding fulness of the
Comforter—lives beneath his privilege,
whether he testifies to justifying or
sanctifying grace ;—whether he talks of
baptisms of fire, baptisms ¢f power, bap-
tisms for service, or simply to repéated
baptisms. No matter to what they
testify, if they have not received their
personal pentecost—ihe baptism of the
Holy Ghost—they live beneath their
privilege. .

We did discuss this gift of the Holy
Ghost, under the heading of “ The Bap-
tism of Power,” but we had in our mind
the baptism of the Holy Ghost as con-
ferring power ; but not as a distiact gift
or blessing apart from the baptism of

L3

the Spirit. We used the expression
chiefly to meet the case of many who,
by this means, might have their atten-
tion best directed to the gift of the Holy
Ghost as a distinet blessing.

But from what we sawinChicago, where
some teachers of holiness were evidently
trying to prove that certain physical
manifestations were the baptism of
power, we concluded we would be more
cautious in this matter. And, after all,
we suspect it is a secret antipathy on
the part of many to the simple scriptural
term, “Baptism of the Holy Ghost,”
that wants to substitute baptisms of
power, of fire, or baptisms pure and
simple, for the clear, distinet something
which came into the world on the day
of Pentecost, and is now a possible ex-
perience for every heliever.

Henceforth we will more distinetly
than ever teach the baptism of the
Holy Ghost as the crowning doctrine of
the New Testament, and that Pentecost
and the early Church are its illustra-
tions!

This baptism of the Holy Ghost we
not only preach and write about, but
testify to as an actual experiéence—a con-
tinuous baptism of the Spirit, years ago
received and continued with ever-in-
creasing brightness and glory. No dimi--
nution needing repeated baptisms is
realized, but changed from glory to glory,
as by the Spirit of the Lord.

We have long sinece given up any
thought of adequately deseribing the
blessed results in our life: language is
too poor a thing for such an effort. We
can only take refuge in apostolic lan-
guage: “Eye hath not seen, ear hath
not heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things which God hath
laid up for His children, but He hath
revealed them unto us by His Spirit.”

THE ORIGIN OF THE BAND
MOVEMENT.

. BY W. FLINT JONES.

In a sermon recently preached by Rev.
Dr. Talmage, he dwells on the fact that
“events which seem to be most insig-
nificant may be momentous.” He refers
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to the finding of a Bible by Martin
Luther in a convent, and the finding of
a tract by Richard Baxter on the street,
and the great results which followed
these apparently insignificant events.
He also says, “7That casual conversation,
that accidental meeting—you did not
think of it .again for a long while; but
how it changed all the phase of your
life.” So it seemed but an “accidental
meeting” and a “casual conversation”
good Sister Roblin, of Amecliasburg, had
with Bro. Herrington and wite, of Belle-
ville, on a winter’s day in 1884. They
talked of the revival in Belleville and
state of God’s cause in Ameliasburg,
wishing the revival would extend to that
part of the country, in order that their
many friends there might be converted.
The result of this “casual conversation”
was that Bro. Herrington agreed to in-
vite a sleigh load of friends to visit them
the next Lord’s Day and hold three
services in the church. As the Lord’s
hand was leading, the way was opened
up, and a party of some fifteen, including
several members of the Salvation Army,
went over the Bay, and found a large
congregation awaiting their arrival. The
meetings were conducted in the regular
Army manner.
The Lord wonderfully owned and
“blessed the day’s work, many believers
being greatly quickened, and nearly a
score of sinners professed to receive the
blessing of pardon. All the sleigh load
were also much blessed, and returned to
town singing and praising God. The
friends from a neighbouring church, who
were present, invited the strangers to
visit them the next Sabbath, and the
invitation was accepted. During the
intervening week the meetings were
much talked about, and some unknown
person dubbed the visitors the “ Halle-
lujah Band.” At the next meeting the
leader, Rev. Mr. Young, referred to the
load as the “ Hallelujah Band,” and thus
originated the name. The second meet-
ing was far more successful and powerful
than the first one, and as the resalt, in-
vitations were handed in from several
neighbouring churches. To quit was not
to be thought of, and to go ahead would
require some systematic arrangement ;
hence it was decided to form & “ Band,”

with a captain and two lieutenants-
This was done, and thus stepped into
existence the first Hallelujah Band, in
TFebruary, 1884. Ever since this Band
has Leen at work. We have seen up-
wards of three thousand seeking salva-
tion at our meetings, and hundreds, we
believe, have been truly converted. We
have worked entirely in connection with
the Methodist Church, and have, since
our organization, gone vut only on the
invitation of our ministers, or with their
consent. Rev. J. B. Clarkson, of Belle-
ville, wrote a short letter to the Guur-
diui suggesting the banding together of
young Christians for aggressive work.
Rev. D. Savage, of Petrolia, scized the
idea at once, and forming a Band went
to work, and a great revival resulted.
Thus originated the Band movement.
Truly the “accidental mecting ” and the
“casual conversation” have resulted
momentously. Let God have all the
glory. Amen!

THE WESLEY PARK CAMP
MEETING.

The third Camp Meetigg of the Asso-
ciation was held as announced, and, like
the two former ones, was eminently sue-
cessful. The number in attendance was
considerably larger than last year. As
before, all the meetings were seasons of
power and sweet delight; whilst all
who looked for the presence of the
Blesser found Him preciously near,
many testified to the definite reception
of sanctifying grace.

As heretofore the work was almost
exclusively confined to believers, not
from design on the part of the leaders
of the meeting, but as plainly indicated
by our Captain and Guide. Any impa-
tience on our part was checked by
unmistakable signs as te the mind of the
Lord in this respect.

The doctrine of Divine guidance, which
as an Association we teach and em-
phasize, we profess to illustrate in all
our gatherings, and so the meetings took
the form which He, our Guide, not we,
planned for. And how Hishand was seen
in all the work from first to last! Every



AND BAND WORKER.

75

meeting was a unit, and differed from
all previous ones; indeed, they were
a suceession of glad surprises. The work
to be done was done, although in a way
different from the preconceived notions
of many. For example, there were very
few altar services; but when they did
take this form there was no hesitancy,
for the people were ready in the day of
God’s power. This was conspicuously
50 in the morning meeting of the second
Sabbath, when, after the Love Feast,
the invitation was given to seekers
of full salvation to come forward, the
invitation needed no repetition, and, in-
deed, was not repeated, for a large num-
ber at once gathered around the altar,
and God was present in mighty power
to save to the uttermost. None who
were present on that auspicious Sabbath
morn will forget that crowning meeting
of all the series.

The teaching power of the camp meet-
ing was perhapsits chief feature. Under
the direction of our Teacher Divine we
were led to explore new fields of spiritual
lore. Some of our American friends, of
large experience in camp meetings, bore
testimony to this character of the meet-
ing as remarkable. No subject seemed
too deep or too perplexing to keep us
from its consideration. We felt'we were
in the school of Christ, sitting abt the
feet of the all-wise One, and therefore
anight question Him on any subjeet how-
ever difficult. Thus we were led into
the consideration of the faith-cure move-
ment at one of the meetings, during
which a very interesting and profitable
Bible reading was conducted by Miss
Prosser, of Buffalo, and althougl there
were differing views held by the friends
present, and some of them very extreme
in their character, nevertheless we were
led through the service with little or no
friction, and secured the blessings within
reach. We have the conviction that
health of * body will be the result to
some from that meeting.

The presence of a number of American
friends proved a great benedietion to
the gathering. They represenied many
remote noints and differing interests.
Several were ministers. One brother,
belonging to the Free Methodist Church,
did us yeoman service. Bro. Leonard

is a diamond, we were going to say in
the rough, but that would now scarcely
be correct, although a true description
somewhere in his early history. Con-
verted whilst managing a liquor business,
without any apparent human agency he
at once went to work for his Master, was
soon instrumental in the conversion of
parents and brothers, and gradually
emerged into public ministerial work.
He possesses that rare quality-—distinet,
clear-cut individuality—there is only
one Bro. Leonard. He frankly confessed,
like many others, that at first he had
serious misgivings as to whether the ser-
vices were properly conducted, but like
8 wise man he suspended judgment un-
til he should have ample time to judge
righteous judgment; finally he gave his
unqualified approval, entered with zeal
into all the services, helping very
materially to secure their success; an
example well worthy of imitation. We
would welcome his Christian experience,
so thrillingly told by himself, to the
pages of the EXPOSITOR any time he may
feel disposed to favor our readers with
it. .

Rev. Dr. Ives, of Auburn, looked in
upon us during one of our afternoon
services, and gave us a delightful and
instructive discourse. His address will
long live in the mcmories of those privi-
leged to hear it. It showed him to be a
worker fully committed to teaching and
enforcing the blessing of holiness as a
distinet,definite experience subsequent to
regeneration. The Doctor spoke not as
one who talked about it, but as one. who
knew it as an experience, and gloried in
it. Many other workers in the Lord’s
vineyard were present who added in-
terest to the meetings, and testified to
definite blessings received. We were
favoured with a short flying visit from
Rev. Dr. Williams, the General Superin-
tendent of the Medchodist Church, but
want of time and press of other duties
prevented him taking a preaching
service.

As we anticiputed, at the close of the
last camp meeting, and even expressed
it as our conviction concerning the mat- .
ter in the EXPOSITOR, public criticism of
the work and methods of the Associa-
tion was a thing of the past: there was



76

THE EXPOSITOR OF HOLINESS

sufficient unity on the part of those
gathered together to secure the presence
of the Master in power and blessing
from the very first meeting. As hereto-
fore it did not require several meetings
to elapse ere warring elements were
brought to the surface and then united,
or eliminated, before unity in the Spirit
could be secured and sanctifying power
witnessed. Now there was unity in the
Spirit from the beginning to the end,
and any latent divergence in thought
or feeling in vain strove to reach the
surface. Hereafter, we believe, hostile
criticism can only reach us outside our
Association gatherings.

The weather was, on the whole, favour-
able. At the beginning, it is true, we
bhad much rain, but the commodious
tabernacle was available and brought us
closer together—a needed arrangement,
doubtless, at the first services. The last
Sabbath was a delightful day, and we
were enabled to hold out-door services
during the entire day in the magnificent
auditorium which nature and art has
perfected to be the battle-ground be-
between the foes of light and darkness
during the coming years.

We missed many old and familiar faces.
During the meeting, or since, we have
heard of their being prevented from
coming by ill-health or other legitimate
causes, but their places were filled up
by fresh ones and in greater number.
The new friendships made at this third
Holiness Camp Meeting will be to us
a source of inspiration and strength
through life.

Our Holiness Camp Meeting glided
into the International almost imper-
ceptibly ; for many of the friends who
came to the first lingered a few days to
the second, and many who came specially
to the latter anticipated the time by a
few services.

In this second camp meeting the work
was chiefly confined to believers, that is
as far as outward visible tokens showed,
although doubtless seeds of truth were
sown in the hearts of the unsaved which
will bring forth fruit in public profes-
sivn of faith in Christ in coming years.
- However, owing to want of space we
defer a more lengthened-account of this
camp meeting to the next number.

INCIDENTS BY THE WAY.

Incidental illustrations of sanctifying
grace arg, as might be expected, drawn
from Wesley Park. How we should like
to reproduce very many of the thrilling
experiences we heard during the days of
our attendence there.

How t0 GET TO CAMP MEETING.—
One brother told how he had a con-
troversy with himself and friends about
going. Desire and friends said go, bus
pressing business was in the way
Finally, after a few days of delay, he
asked the Lord if he might not decide
the matter by lot, and £€lt that it would
be both seriptural and proper on the
present occasion. The first lot was in
favor of going, but to make assurance
doubly sure he concluded to cast three
lots and let the majority rule. The next
lot pointed to camp, and then with all
haste he took the cars and reached us in
time, not only to receive blessing himself
but also to prove a blessing to others.

A sister from Buffalo did not see her
way clear to attend, although much de-
siring it ; bubt when she read the recom-
mendation in the EXPosITOR, to make it
a subject of prayer and follow the de-
sires given whilst at the mercy seat, she
at once acted ¢n this advice, took it to
God in prayer, and whilst so doing ob-
tained the Divine conviction that she
should go. This settled the matter, and
although the difficulties in her way still
remained, she resolved to go. According
to her faith it was done unto her. As
she proceeded, all obstacles gave way,
and she, too, whilst receiving blessing
proved a benediction to the meeting.

But others who “took it to the Lord
in prayer” found that His way for
them was not to the camp meeting.

A MISTAKE, AND WHAT CAME OF IT.—
About a year ago we missed the train at
the bridge which we had decided to take,.
but by taking the next train we made
the acquaintance of Sister Gordon, a.
missionary to fallen women in Buf-
falo. She was going to her home in
Montreal to recover her health, she hav-
ing over-worked herself so much as to
make it necessary to rest for a time.
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Our conversation and the reading of the
ExposITOR during the year, the result of
our meeting, were used of the Lord to
show her her privilege of rest in Christ
-—the rest of faith—as she had not seen
it before. It brought her to the camp
meeting, where she testified to the great
blessings which had come to her and
others from that chance friendship in
the Lord. Her address abt one of the
afternoon meetings, touching her work
amongst the lost daughters of Eve, will
not soon be forgotten. Of course this
was all a mistake, but then e incline to
the opinion that there was a trace of the
Divine in it. Indeed, to tell the truth,
we have long since ceased to trouble
over mistakes, seeing all things work
together for good to them that love God.

TROUBLE, AND HOW TO GET OUT OF
1T.—The leaders of the camp meeting
were a source of no little treuble to some.
A sister from a neighboring American
city told us with becoming ingenuous-
ness how she came to the meeting to get
power in her work for God. Bub instead
of obtaining at once the desire of her
heart she found herself carrying on a
secret quarrel with the president. She
criticised this, and she criticised that,
then she tried to converse with him
about her spiritual state, but his words
seemed only to awaken stronger antagon-
ism. He secemed to think that she was
in a worse spiritual state than she was
prepared to admit. And so the battle
went on, she making it a personal issue
between herself and a fellow-mortal in
place of between herself and God alone.
But finally she was crowded by one of
his tests into a place where she must
either step out upon the simple promise
of God for the blessing she sought, or
give up altogether. Shewas enabled to go
forward, and now that she had obtained
all, and more than she had dared to hope
for, she could look back on the days
spent at Wesley Park, and see how God
had been leading her in His own way.
It was all right. She thanked God for
all she had learned at the camp meeting,
and would now return to her city home
feeling that she could do all her God-
appointed work, and perform it in the
strength divine, and with complete satis-

faction to herself. Reader, if at any
time you find yourself antagonizing the
leader of a meeting, suspect something
wrong with yourself, no matter how
much astray the leader may be. We
once found owrselves antagonizing a
minister. Every now and then we got
hit from the pulpit. We grew restive,
and showed fight even to the extent of
sending a letter of complaint to the
obnoxious party, and meanwhile suf-
fered much anguish of spirit in the con-
flict. But when we, frightened by the
dark outlook of the future, went to God
in honest desire to know His will to
do it, He showed us where we had failed
to carry out all His instructions towards
our pastor. In rectifying mistakes, ac-
cording to the Spirit's guidance, it in-
volved some humiliating confessions,
where our spiritual as well as our na-
tural pride was trailed in the dust, but
at once all personal antagonism was
over, and man no longer interfered with
our relations to God. .The Lord could
still use him as a channel of blessing to
us, although we differed very widely
from him in our views of some truths.

A Cayp MEETING INCIDENT.——Brother
J. E. Hunter, evangelist, came to the
camp meeting, as he told us publicly, to
secure still better preparation for his
important work. He frankly took the
meeting into confidential relations con-
cerning his Christian experience, and
stated how he had been living a con-
secrated life, but had hesitated to take
a decided stand in his testimony con-
cerning the distinet experience of full
salvation. This, he felt, was a serious
fault which he was desirous of giving
up. He proclaimed himself a definite
seeker of the great salvation. Now the
day of the Lord is near to all who are
openly decided in their seeking. And
very soon he could tell with glad speech
of all his desires being met. We re-
joiced together, not only on his account,
but because of the many who, we felt
sure, would receive like precious faith
through his agency.

He left us shortly after to attend
Grimsby Camp Meeting, where he had
important work to do in preaching and
leading prayer-meetings, followed by

~
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10any carnesi prayers for success in his
work. We were delighted to know
from himself that he was enabled to
raise and keep raised the standard of
holiness there, and that many testified
to sanctifying grace received this year
on that old historic camp ground.

BAND WORK AT CENTRALIA.

BY REV. E. FESSANT.

I had heard of the wonderful work of
God through Bro. Savage’s Bands at
Parkhill, Ailsa Craig and Forest. A de-
tachment came from Parkhill to Lucan
Circuit, where I attended some of the
meetings, and saw for myself displays of
Divine power in the conversion of large
numbers of young men, among them
two from Centralia. I called my people
together and asked if they desired a
Band, They did so, when we waited
prayerfully and patiently for the set
time to favor Zion.

The first Monday in March the Rev.
R. Davey came from Lucan with about
forty of his people, all on fire for the
salvation of souls. Under the first ser-
vice souls were converted. Bro. Davey
spent three nights with us, and large
numbers of his people came several
nights, but he left Bro. Callender and
about a dozen of the young converts
from Lucan. The meetings increased
daily in interest. In about three days
the church was full at the afternoon con-
secration services,and fromthe beginning
the church was crowded at the night
serviges.

Meanwhile a young sister died happy
in Christ. Her unecle, Bro. Richard
Hicks, told the story of her devoted,
though suffering life, and triumphant
death, when Bro. Davey followed it up,
by asking those who had a sister in
Heaven and wished to meet her there to
manifest it by raising the right hand.
A number of hands went up, when they
joined in singing, “ We shall meet our
sainted sister over there;”’ then a brother,
a father, a mother; then an appeal to
come forward. Numbers came and ful-
filled their pledges, by giving themselves
to God, among others, one, if not two of

the brothers of the deceased that had
just gone home.

On ¥riday night Bro. Davey made a
powerful appeal to the unconverted,
parents and young people.

The Spirit came down in such mighty
power that some climbed over the seats
to get to the altar, and that night we
could not close until after twelve o’clock.
Sunday was a glorious time, commencing
with a Hallelujah breakfast. At the
afternoon service, an address was de-
livereq from the words, *“ And when they
had prayed, the place was shaken,” &e,
when an appeal was made to the large
congregation to make a full consecration
to God. About a hundred rose to their
feet, when Bro. Dixon and others wrestled
with God in prayer, and we had a most
powerful time. Some five young men
entered into the liberty of God’s people.
And at night such a scene for about three
hours! The altar was crowded, as the
Band workers brought relay after relay
forward, from the aged man of seventy
to the boy of twelve, and before the
meeting closed twenty-five professed to
be converted to God. The meetings con-
tinued in great power for over a week
longer, when some 120 professed con-
verting grace, while others trusted God
for full salvation. The leaders, local
preachers and members did grand ser-
viee, and never felt more of God’s pres-
ence. One night a load came ten miles
from Kirkton, Bro. Callender’s home,
when six came forward and went home
saved through Jesus’ name. A local band
Wwas formed of seventy persons. The
first meeting after this was held at Eden,
when some sixty professed to find
peace. Then they went to King’s and
found the members united, waiting for
their coming, and some forty were
brought to God, and a band was formed
ab each place.

Our May Quarterly Meeting was a
precious time. Bro. C. Teeter came and
preached from “Babes in Christ,” a ser-
mon unique and powerful. We never
had such a Lovefeast before, as about
150 spoke of Christ as a present Saviow.
and sometimes twelve were standing at
the same time.

A young lady converted at the meet-
ings took sick and died in twenty-three
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hous, trusting in Jesus' blood, happy in
His love. We had the funeral service at
the house, which closed by our singing,
“ We shall meet our sainted sister there,”
and the band in procession headed the
funeral cortege through the village. The
father,mother and two brothers promised
to meet that sister in heaven. One
brother was converted at the funeral;
the cther at one of the Band meetings
since.

I bave attended many special services
the last thirty years, but this seemed to
surpass the whole in continuous power.
I never saw it easier for persons to find
salvation. Secveral married people were
saved,but the largest number wereyoung
men—several youny ladies also, sons and
daughters of our members—the largest
number from the Sablath School. It
was a beautiful fulfilment of Matt. xviii.
19, which James Turner, the Scotch re-
vivalist, said never failed in bringing
about a revival of God’s work.

The revival was attended, as in apos-
tolic times, by a consecration of sub-
stance to the Lord. With a membership
of about 150, $29 was given to embar-
rassed ehurches, $21 to the Educational
Fund, $34 to the Superannuated, $219
to missions, the removal of an old stand-
ing debt from the church, towards which
Bro. Murray gave some forty dollars.
And never did they find it easier to meet
ministers’ claims; and when the annual
festival took place on the 1st of July to
raise the annual instalment of $100 for
the parsonage, God honored the faith
of His people, and the receipts weré
nearly $300.

AUGUST NOTES.

With a memorable service in the Pres-
byterian Church at Arthur, which Bro.
Sherlock reports elsewhere, we closed
our temporary campaign in that village
on Sabbath evening, August 2nd. We
were full of thankfulness for God’s deal-
ings with us during the few days of our
sojourn theré; and among its points of
pleasant remembrance will be the broth-
erly spirit shown throughout by the resi-
dent Presbyterian pastor, the Rev. —.
Thom, as also the hearty co-operation of

Miss Maggie H. Scott—a gifted, conse-
crated young lady, also of the Presby-
terian Church, the story of whose re-
markable recovery from what seemed
almost hopeless sickness is one of the
most thrilling narratives to which we
have ever listened.

We must not forget to make mention
of an interesting service conducted by
the Band on the morning of the above
day at Mount Pleasant Chureh, in the
township of Luther. This is one of the
appointments belonging to the Rev. J. J.
Noble’s charge. A kind friend conveyed
the Band there in his three-seated rig
on Sunday morning. A pleasant drive
of seven miles brought us to the place.
The ordinary congregation was rein-
forced from an adjoining neighborhood,
quite filling the church. ~ A tender, tear-
ful service, with indications of a general
break among the people could the blow
have been followed up. After dinner
we were conducted to a hill a few rods
from our host’s dwelling, which claims
for itself the greatest elevation of any
point in the Ontario peninsula This is
the watershed from which the flow is
northward one way to the Georgian Bay,
and westward and southward the other
way by the depression of the Grand
River valley. The air was singularly
fresh and bracing. Near us was the
famed huckleberry marsh of Luther,
covering an area of some two thousand
acres, and near it an Indian encamp-
ment, which we would have visited had
there been time.

Monday we were to have left for
*“Goshen,” a neighborhood some eleven
miles distant, within the bounds of Stir-
ton Circuit; but it was a day of drench-
ing rain, and travel was impossible. Ou
Tuesday Brother Fydell drove the writer
to his destination, a comfortable billet at
the house of Mr. J. Heritage, while later
in the day Mr. E. Walsh conveyed the
balance of our company, five in number,
over the same route. Evening wet, but
the church was full, and from night to
night it continued full. Revs. R. H.
Hall, A. M. McCullough, E. Teskey, A. W,
Tonge, J. Kennedy and G. Smith were
with us at an early stage of the services.
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Some of these brethren left during the
following week for attendance at the
Wesley Park Camp-meeting.

From the first we had blessing in this
place. Quite a number of the dear peo-
ple were walking in the light of holy
living, and so were ready for work.
Others were soon at the altar, seeking
this grace; and seeking they found.
But during the next week there was a
lull. Burning truth was dealt out from
night to night, and agonizing prayer
went up for Divine help. And not in
vain. We were to have transferred the
services to the neighboring church of
“Olivet” after Friday, but that evening
the break among sinners came. About
twenty penitents crowded the commun-
ion railing, including some of the finest
young men of the locality. So we just

ave two services to “Olivet "—Satur-
ay night and Sunday morning—return-
ing to Goshen for one more week.

And a memorable week it was. On
Monday evening an old gentleman of
sixty-five came for the first time to the
services. He had been prejudiced against
revivals, and held aloof from them; but
he went home wounded and could not
rest in his bed. Returning to the after-
noon service of Tuesday, he gave himself
up to God and found peace through be-
lieving. Several other middle-aged and
elderly people were saved through the
week. The attendance was overflowing,
harvesting though it was. From far
and near the people came, and the in-
terest continued to rise. But our pro-
gramme was peremptory, and on Sunda
morning, August 23, we held a closing
service. It will never be forgotten.
Extra seats in the aisles, but still the
accommodation was insufficient. The
presence of God filled the place. Ring-
ing testimonies from the converts, fare-
well words from the Band, an address
by the writer from Rev. vii, and our
campaign at Goshen was over. Some
twenty names were handed in that morn-
ing for membership in our church there,
with more to be heard from.

This is the only rural church in which
myself and Band propose 4o hold ser-

vices this season, as calls from villages
and towns are so numerous. But we
found the change a pleasant relief. The
hospitalities of the neighborhood were
cheerfully and heartily extended to us.
Busy though the season was, there was
no lack of attentions to the strangers.
Fresh air and country living did us all
good, and we parted from our dear friends
with feelings of mutual regret. Dear
Brother Fydell, the pastor, stood by the
workers and the work in a spirit of
vigorous and efficient co-operation, and
he feels with ourselves that the revival
in that locality is only well begun.

Early in the week Brother Moody had
gone across the country to Blythe to meet
his family for & few days of intercourse.
Here he was joined by Brother Sedweck,
fresh from home and the harvest field.
Our dear brother, at considerable per-
sonal inconvenience, is giving himself to
Band work for the fall and winter, The
two drove fifty miles from Blythe on
Saturday, joining us at the evening ser-
vice, and receiving a hearty welcome
from their comrades and a cordial greet-,
ing from all. That evening Brother
Moody had word from the Band now
working in Richwood that his help was
needed there at once. After prayerful
consultation, we concluded that the call
was from God. So on Monday morning
our brother took the train at Drayton
for the south. Such is the life of a Band
Worker.

¢“We part in body, not in mind,
Our minds continue one,
And each to each in Jesus joined,
We hand in hand go on.”

OnI10.—Brother Lamb writes from the
Camp-ground near Lancaster: This is a
grand meeting. Bishop Mallalieu, Dr.
Baker and others have been dealing out
to us the deep things of God. A great
many are getting the baptism of the
Spirit. O but these are godly men! and
the subject of holiness is presented with
such plainness : and God is wonderfully
blessing His own truth.

On Sabbath evening we were passed
over to Stirton. Opened a week’s cam-
paign there with a crowded service and .
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much blessirg in it. One dear man,
whose wife had just been saved in the
neighborhood we had left, came out as a
seeker and went home trusting in Churist.
Monday night, house fuil again and good
service. Tuesday night the altar was
well surrounded with seekers, some for
holiness, some for pardon; one of the
latter an intelligent, gentlemanly gifted
man, who many years ago was & scholar
in my Sunday school in the city of
Hamilton. Great power rested on us in
this service, and in more cases than one
the exhortation was obeyed, literally as
well as in its spirit: “ Cry out and shout
thou inhabitants of Zion, for great is the
Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.”

On Wednesday evening we were
«cheered to see the faces of Rev. S. O.
Irvine and wife, from Brooke. They are
visiting friends who reside a few miles
from this place. Bro. Irvine gave us an
interesting account of the revival at
Woodslee of last spring, and also re-
ported favorably of the results of Band

. Work among the people of his present

charge. Rev. Wm. Cross is also with us
occasionally, and Rev. Geo. Buggin, with
a nunber of his people from Drayton.
We continued to realize much blessing
Thursday night, Friday night, Saturday
night, and closed with a ecrowded serviee
on Sunday morning. Some thought we
had missed an opportunity in not con-
tinuing the services longer, as the inter-
est was deepening and spreading. But
our programme was imperative.

That evening we began a campaign in
Moorefield, which is only some three
miles from Stirton. The people followed
us. It is impossible to say how many
scores, and it may be hundreds, were
obliged to leave the church door without
obtalning even standing room in the
building. We were in danger at one
time of a general panic, for the floor gave
way slightly. But _quiet was soon re-
stored, and the service went on without
further interruption, and was marked
by much power. There are some good
earnest Christian workers here, and the
pastor, Rev. A. M. McCullough, has been
looking with an intense longing for a
work of Divine grace among the people

of this bright live village. Prayer is
going to %e answered On Monday
evening the church was f-*], and several
started for heaven. Praise God. D.S.

JOTTINGS.

The month of Angust has been exeep-
tionally cold and wet this year. On the
whole this has favored Band work. Not
many services in this northern section—
Drayton and Arthur—have been unfa-
vorably affected by the wet, while the
coolness has been most acceptable where
the buildings have been at times packed
to overflowing with people. The farm-
ers, too, have not been rushed with their
work, and have been able to attend the
services from night to night with but
little inconvenience.

The prospects for an extensive out-
pouring of God’s Spirit over this north-
ern part of the Ontario peninsuia during
the coming fall and winter are very
cheering ; and in so far as Band work
may contribute to this result, the good
ofiices of Brother Sherlock, in securing
the services of the Bands at present work-
ing in this section, are to be gratefully
recognized.

Some of our more experienced Band
Workers are already passing into the
initiatory stages of the Methodist itiner-
ancy. Bro. Gilbert C. Brown is likely
to get an appointment in Michigan. Bro.

|'W. H. Barraclough is at present asso-

ciated in circuit work with Rev. H. A.
Cook at Wellandport. Bro. Duckworth
is called to fill a vacancy in the North-
West. We know of no better prepara-
tion for the active work of the ministry
than a few months spent in Band service.

Attention is called to the advertise-
ment of the Band Hymn Book, which
will be found on page 96 of this maga-
zine. This Hymn Book is passing very
rapidly into circulation. It has been
compiléd with care, and contains the
very newest selections of revival song.
In time we are hoping to have a music
book prepared to accompany the hymnal.
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We are prayerfully concerned that our
“ Band Testimony Department” may fur-
nish reading that shall prove a blessing
to many souls. We do not claim for its
expericnces anything of literary finish
in the forin of their presentment; but
they are intensely realistic, artlessly nar-
rated, and will be found withal to have
at times a raciness of style, an originality
and piquancy that will redeem this eol-
umn from all approach to dulness, and
make it as readable as we wish it to be
profitable.

The editor of the Christiun Standard
gives a very earnest recommendation to
all persons enjoying the experience of
heart purity to possess themselves of a
copy of “Upham’s Interior Life.” We
heartily endorse this recommendation.
The reading of this book, more than
thirty years since, was a valuable forma-
tive process in the religious life of the
writer. It can be had at our Book Room.

A kindly invitation came to us from
the Rev. W. B. Osborn to attend with a
few of our Band Workers the Interna-
tional Camp-meeting at Wesley Park, It
would have been a pleasure to have done
s0, bub imperative engagements prevent-
ed. Seme of the American clergymen
in attendance at the Camp-meeting were
particularly wishful to get acquainted
with Band work.

Perhaps the most helpful conditions
for learning the points of interest and
efficiency Lelonging to this movement
will be found in eonnection with what
we hope will new be our annual Camp-
meeting. Such a meeting as that lately
held at Delhi must have been a surprise
to those attending it who had no pre-
vious aecquaintance with Band werk;
and to all who came as learners the fa-
cilities for testin;, and grasping the
merits of this remarkable current of re-
vival influence and power were excep-
tionally favorable.

Brother Handley Bird, whose father
is a clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land, resident at Bristol, after an absence
of some three years in this country, is
returning to visit his parents and friends,

Brother Bird is one of our most honored
Band Workers. He will be followed in
his run to the old land by the loving
sympathies and earnest prayers of his
comrades. We hope to have our dear
brother join us again by the time our
winter campaign has set in.

At this writing calls for help are com-
ing in very fast, embarrassingly so. Two
invitations to the city of Hamilton have
been reluctantly declined, and othor
places east and west and north and south
are putbing in applicavions 1or serviee.
In Band work :t is quite in order for us
Jjust now to “pray the Lord of the har-
vest that He would send forth laborers
into His harvest.” D.S.

PERFECT PEACE.

Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of
sin !
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within !

Peace, perfect peace, with thronging duties
pressed !
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest.

Peace, perfect peace, with sorrow surging
round !
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found.

Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far
away !
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they.

Peace, perfect peace, our future here un-
known !
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne.

Peace; rorfect peace, death shadowing us

and ours !

Jesus hath vanquished death and all its
powers.

It is enough; earth’s struggle soon wilk
cease.

And Jesus call to Heaven’s perfect peace.

—Bickersteth,

~

TALKING WITH JESUS ABOUT IT.

BY REV. DR. MAHAN.

When John was beheaded, “his disciples
took up his body and buried it, and went
and told Jesus.” Let us for a few moments

 refer to the conversation which must have
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occurred between those sorrowing disciples
and their Divins Counsellor and Friend. The
circumstances of the visit were special and
peculiar, and so vere their necessities. A
great sorrow rested upon their hearts, and
great darkness clouded their future.  Their
great want was consolation and counsel.
What they told Jesus we can readily appre-
hend. It was simply thie great and crushing
calamity that had just happened to them,
and what ¢ hey regarded as the irreparable
injury that had been done to the cause of
truth.  Very probably their thoughts were
too wmuch occupied with that one event to
ask counsel in regard to their own future.
However this may be, their conversation was
special, and related exclusively to the wants
and circuastances then present. Equally
special and specific, as we must suppose, was
the reply of Jesus to what the sorrowing
disciples had told Him.  The first event of
which He spoke, very likely, was the more
tragic death that awaited Him in Jerusalem.
The revelation of this event had 2 strange
effect in lightening the pressure of the great
sorrow which pressed so heavily upon their
hearts. No sorrow can long abide in the
soul when it -has such apprehensions as the
Spirit alone can impart of Christ as the
world-sufferer—Christ in Gethsemane, in the
Judgment Hall, and on the Cross. Then the
Saviour revealed to them, as ihey had never
uunderstood it before, the mission of John, its
relations, as introductory to the New Dis-
pensation, and showed them the full meaning
of John’s utterances in regard to Himself.
John, He showed them, ¢ had finished his
course,” and God had taken him to Himself.
He then, no doubt, spake to them more
particularly of this Dispensation, and especi-
ally of “ the glory that would follow” His
death and resurrection. Nor was their mis-
sion, as was that of John, ended. Christ, as
He assured them, had a work for them, such
as the Father had given Him, and when this
work should be finishtéd He would take them
to Himself in the Kingdom of Light. As
our Saviour thus spake, « their hearts burned
within them.”  The black cloud which had
hung over them tarned upon them its heaven-
illumined face, and * everlasting consolatioxs,
and good hope through grace,” supplanted
their great sorrow, .¢“Their joy was full.”
These individuals were, in all probability,
among the seventy whom Christ sent forth
to preach His Gospel, and among the one
hundred and twenty who “ reccived the first
fryits of the Spirit’ at Pentecost.

Such are the certain results of going to
Jesus, and telling Him all particulars about

what particularly concerns us in any of the
specialities of our experience. He has re-
vealed Himself to us as our Counsellor and
Advocate. What He expects and requives
of us is, not that we speak to Eimn about our
duties and wants in general, but that we tell
Him, as we would an earthly advocate, about
our specific and particular cares and neces-
sities as they arise in our varied experiences.
We must go and tell Him about our specific
experiences, cares, and necessities, just as
the disciples of John told Him of what had
happened to them, and of their great sorrcw
and perplexities on that account. I will
give another example illustrative of my
meaning.  The truth in this case is indeed
stranger than fiction. When the possibilities
of faith, however, shall be fuily known, such
cascs will be of every-day occurrence. The
caseis that of a child about five yearsof age,
and the account may be depended on as a
perfect verity. )

The dear child’s name is Charles. His
father and mother are rich, end live neur
London. When Charlie was five years old
he was very passionate, and was often cor-
rected. One day he became so angry, and
kicked and screamed so violently, that the
nurse put him in a room alone, and said,
“Now, Charlie, I shall leave vou alone to
think over your conduct.” He remained
away so long that the nurse became alarmed ;
but che would not go to the room, as she
wished him to come tc her of his own accord,
and say how sorry he was for his naughty
behaviour. .

At last thé dear little fellow opened the
door; every trace of temper was gone, and
he went up to nurse and told her his grief
for the past, adding, “ But I shall never be
angry again.”

“ But what were you doing so long a time,
darling?” the nurse said.

“Oh,” said the child, “Jesus and I were
talking together. I told Jesus that I did
not want to get angry, and yet I could not
help it, and I asked Him never to let me get
angry again, and,” said the dear boy, “I
don’t think He ever will.”

Five years later the nurse who was so
gentle and patient with him said, ¢ From
that day he has been the sweetest of children
—quite a marked boy for his gentleness and
love.” Such, we doubt not, he still continues.
- I will request the reader to mark carefully
the particularity of that child’s prayer. He
did not, when shut up in that room. +eel
down and repeat the ord’s Prayer, which
would be very proper cn ordinary occasions;’
nor did he offer a prayerof a general charac-
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ter, alluling to his temper as one of the
items. There was one single olject that
pressed upon his mind, and occupied for the
time his whole being: this he made the ex-
clusive subject of desire and prayer. He
told Jesus all the particular facts of the
specific case just as they were, and sought
from Him the deliverance which He alone
could give, and was ready to confer. The
result was, not only the obtaining of the
specitic good sought, but a total and per-
manent revolution of character.  So it will
be in all cases. Go and talk with Jesus
about any one specific want that for the
time presses upon the mind; wait before
Him until that want is fully met, as it will
be, “if your faith fails not,” and you will
find that you have, in addition to that one
form of good, received a renewal and revita-
lization throughout every department of your
moral and spiritual being. Permit me to
elucidate this great truth still further by a
reference to other subjects.

I will suppose that you have become con-
scious of having sinned in some particular
form, or have become oppressed with the
conscious sin-inducing power which some
particular propensity has over you. You
have now before you one specific, and, for
the time being, exclusive object of heart and
closet prayer, namely—the conscious forgive-
ness of the sin, and a consciousness equally
distinet of full deliverance from the power of
the cause of that sin.  Christ will now listen
to you, and “talk with you,” on this one
subject, and will be offended if, for the time
being, you, in your heart and eloset prayer,
speak to Him on any other subject. Let all
such prayers take form from that of David
in the 51st Psalm. ~ All his petitions there
circle exclusively about th at sin, its crimin-
ality and forgiveness, and its consequences
and their remedy. Copy that exam >le, and
your whole being will soon be pervaded with
a divine sense of forgiven sin, and with the
blissful consciousness cf full deliverance {from
the power of that evil propensity. Further
than this, you will be conscious of a renewal
and revitalization of your whole moral and
spiritual nature; and with strength and
freedom which you never felt before you will
recommence, as it were, your life-mission
and work. When we thus come unto God
by faith, we not only obtain what we ask
and think, but “exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think.” It is by mak-
ing some one present want the exclusive
object of present faith and prayer that many
individuals enter fully, and that for life, into
the rest of faith,

You have, we will suppose once more,
come to apprehend “the promise of the
Spirit,” and of your need of an “ endvemént
of power,” such as you have ndver yet
received, for *the inner life” and visible
service to which you are called.  You have
before you now one, and for the present
time only one, present necessity, and that is
this great, all-c- cishadowing want of your
being and life. What shall now be done?
One thing, ar.d only one. In the sanctuary
of your heart, in your closet, and in thought
everywhere, * talk with Jesus” on this one
theme, and this or’y.  In your intercourse
with Him speak of this one blessing, of all
else as connected with promised anointing.
Let nothing else have place in your heart or
closet until you find yourself “full of faith
and of the Holy Ghost.” When you thus
press your cause before your God and Saviour,
you will not  tarry there many days” before
“ the Spirit will be given to you as He was
to the disciples at the beginning,” and you
will go forth to your life-mission and work
“under the power of the Spirit,” as Christ
went out of the wilderness to His.

All the above examples and illustrations
bear, as they were intended to do, upon one
great and important secret of the divine life
—the fixed habit of “talking with Jesus”
about all that concerns us— and making
special exigencies, as they occur, and at the
time of their occurrence, the main and ex-
clusive theme of thought, and of heart and
closet prayer. Everyone that thus seeks
and asks receives “according to God’s riches.
in glory by Christ Jesus.”— Nivine Life.

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ONE
OF BISHOP TAYLOR'S
MISSIONARIES.

It is wonderful how the Lord prepares
the way for the work of saving the nations
and people, sometimes long years in ad-
vance of the time. This was shown in
many instances in the history of the Church
as seen in the Old Testament Scriptures.
‘Witness the call of Abraham, the preserva-
tion of the infant Moses, the promotion of
Esther in the queenship, with other things
of like import. The same may be seen now
by those who have eyes to see it. An in-
stance of this is seen in some of the hereto-
fore unseen preparations made in the minds
and leadings of some, culminating in the
going out of the missionary expedition
under the lead of Bishop Taylor to Africa.
We give an instance in a personal sketch
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of Dr. T.evi D. Jobuson, one of his mission-
aries. Dr. Johnsui. is a Quaker, and goes
unde: the sanction of his Church. This
sietch is taken from che Friends’ Missioi-
ary Advocate, in whick: ho says:

*1 was born near Muscatine, Muscatine
County, [owa, June 24th, 1855. My pa-
rents were ooth Christians, and members
of the Fiiends’ Church. Among my earliest
recollections is that of going to meeting,
and my mother gathering my sister and
myself around her Sabuath evenings, read-
ing Bible stories and praying with us. My
mind was very early impressed with a be-
lief in prayer. I cannot remember a time
in my life when I did not wish to be a
Christian and live such & life that God
would use me for the advancement of His
kingdom. Although I had so many Chris-
tian influences around me, and the tender
words of a loving mother, yet I failed to
give my heart to God until I was eight or
nine years old. One day, when at school,
I did some mischievous act, for which the
teacher kept me in at recess. A young
lady student, whose heart was filled with
the love of God, asked permission of the
teacher, who was a Christian, to come and
talk with me. The request was granted,
and she spoke to me very kindly and plainly
about sin and its consequences, and of
the great love of God manifested to the
sinner through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
She urged me to repentance, begged me to
give my heart to God, and ask Him to for-
give my sins and,keep me from sinning.
She told me all my resolutions to do better
would amount to nothing. They might be
made in good faith, but the devil was
stronger than I, was intent on my ruin, and
would cause me to break them.

“ With tesrs flowing down her cheeks she
bowed her head. upon the desk and prayed
for me. Her words made a powerful im-
pression. After she left me I buried my
face in my hands and asked God to forgive
me, make me His child and keep me from
doing wrong. I believe the Lord in His
infinite love at that moment converted my
soul. Although I did not understand it at
that time, I knew a strange relief and peace
came to me.

«Instead of the sorrow and turmoil
which had filled my bkeart, everything was
serene. I was happy. God gave me the
victory over sin. That evening when I
went to the pasture for the cows I knelt and
asked God t> keep me from sin and help
me to be His child. My heart was so full
that some evenings I would have several

seasons cf prayer before i -would return to
the house. I said nothing about my feel-
ings to any ome, not even the young lady
who so kindly talked with me.

“T did not know the importance o
God’s words, ¢ With the heart man believeth
unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” Within
a few woeks after I gave my heart to God
we had a lesson in primary geography on
the map of Africa At that time nearly all
of the continent was outlined as the ¢ Great
Desert,” and south of that, ¢ Unknown.’
Our teacher in aiding us to understand it
said : ¢ Nobody but heathen live there, so
we cannot know much about it I did not
exactly understand who heathen were, and
why we could not know about the country
if they were there.  On going home I asked
facher who the heathen were, and he ex-
plained the matter to me. That evening,
as I was walking, I was constrained tc turn
aside from the path, kneel in a clump of
bushes and pour out my soul in prayer.
God wonderfully manifested Himself to me.
As T started again on my way. heaven and
earth seemad to meet. Very soon a cloud
of light appeared to envelop me, and =
voice said: ¢ Thou shalt be a rainister, ai, 1
thy home shall be mostly in Africa.’ This
overwhelmed me. A halo of glory appeared
to accompany me for a few rods, and the
occurrence produced such an impression
upon my mind as can never be -Taced.
Though I was then so young, and so much
has intervened, it is present with as much
distinctness now as though it had occurred
yesterday. .

«“ As I walked along God laid upon my
heart such a burning love for the poor
heathen in Africa, that with tears coursing
down my cheeks, and with broken utterances
I asked Him to spare my life and make a
way for me to go there and tell them of a
Saviour’s love. My mother was very sick
at this time. And while I was in the pas-
ture I was impressed with the belief that I
should go and tell her that evening what I
had experienced, and if I did she would be
restored to health, and if I did not she
would be taken from me. This was a try-
ing place for me, as T had never spoken to
any one about my feelings. Just before
going to bed I went to her room, and find-
ing her alone, asked her if she thought she
would get well. She replied: ‘I do not
know. The doctor spoke discouragingly
about it this morning, but I have been feel-
ing this evening that perhaps this sickness
is not unto death, but to the glory of God,
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and if you all are faithful to do what you
think is right God will spare my life to my
family.’

“T could withhold no longer and told
her all. She talked very encouragingly to
me and said she had consecrated me to God
and wanted me always to follow Him closely.
If He would lead me to Africa when I be-
came a man it would be all right. I retired,
feeling greatly relieved, and from that time
mother began to recover.

«] lived in this joyous experience for
some time, but never gave my testimony.
Several times in meeting I felt I ought to
confess Christ; but such a thing was un-
known then in one so young; and the
enemy told me people would not accept it,
and it would be better to keep still and let
my life testify. I did keep still and soon
failed to live it. I fell into temptation,
backslid, and led a sinful life until I was
eighteen years old. During that time the
Spirit of God often urged me to repentance.
1 wanted to turn from sin, but did not
know how to lay hold upon salvation by a
definite faith. The matter of confessing
Christ also stood in my way.” I felt if I
did make a start I would be called to
preach, and T had not the courage to come
out before my sinful associates.

“ No one knew of the fierce conflict within
me, and I suppose my friends had no idea
I thought or cared about such things. Dur-
ing all these years my mind would many
times a day revert to God’s dealing with
me in the past, and the remembrance of
His call to the work in Africa was con-
stantly before me. It made me unhappy.
I realized that my time was being wasted
and nothing done as a preparation for that
work. In these years of sin God many times
revealed Himself to me in mighty power.
As I look back over these seasons, when the
Spirit strove with me and I rebelled, my
heart is humbled and I tremble at the
thought of the fearful risks I took, and won-
der that God did not cast me oft or strike
me dead. One winter I particularly re-
member the Spirit of God was very active
with me. I was fifteen years old at the
time. Union meetings were held every
Ssbbath evening at the school-bouse in our
neighborhood. The services of the.e meet~
ings particularly reached my heart. One
evening as 1 went out for the horsés to go
to meeting the Spirit met me and said, ¢ You
have felt for a long time that you ought to
Le, and wanted to be a Christian. Why
unot make Ja start to-night? Now is the

<casiest time you will ever have. God will

help you’ I went into the barn, threw
myself on my knees, and told the Lord I
wanted to be His child and would try to
serve Him from that day forward. I felt
that I ought to publicly confess Christ, and
that an opportunfty would be given me to
do so that evening. The very words of
Scripture were given with which to make
this confession of faith in Him. I went
fully determined to be faithful to God. A
large number of my associates were assem-
bled, some of them scoffers at religion. A
terrible fear of man came over me, and a
conflict between the Spirit and my will that
threw me into an intense perspiration. 1
will not stop to give all ihe details, but sim-
ply state that the devil turned his whole
force upon this point: ¢Now you don't
know that this is really of the Lord, and it
would be a terrible thing to make a mis-
take, and in public make such a confession
if the Lord has not called you. At this
point T began to look for signs. The meet-
ing closed that night and the Spirit of God
leit me. I do not remember that He again
strove with me for three years. They were
years of gross darkness to my soul. At
length I became alarmed and feared He had
left me forever, and that I was sentenced to
the regions of despair. In a state of wretch-
edness I cried to God to again manifest
His love to me and let me feel there was
still hope for me. In great love and mercy
He did; and on the evening of June 5th,
1873, sitting on my father’s door-step, God
helped me again to accept Jesus as my
Saviour. From that day to this my face
has been Zion-ward.

“I can say with Nehemiah, ¢ The good
hand of the Lord is upon me.” Soon after
my restoration to the favor of God I was
again impressed with the belief that He
would still call me to vhe work in Africa.
I was desirous of being as well prepared for
it as possible, and prayed God to direct my
thoughts and studies to this end. I felt it
my duty to study medicine to better pre-
pare for the work. For awhile the way
seemed entirely closed ; but in His own time
He opened it very plainly.

« After graduating in medicine I saw no
other way of entering into the missionary
work and made arrangements to settle in
Tows Falls, Iowa, for the practice of medi-
cine. But my Father called me in another
direction, and it seemed very clear His will
was for me to locate in Oscalooss, although
my own choice at that time would have
been decidedly to remain where I was.
Here He has blessed me spiritually and
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temporarily more than I could have asked
or thought, and surrounded me with loving
sympathy and faithful counsel which have
been of iner imable value. A few months
since, while reading of Bishop Taylor’s pro-
posed work in Africa, I very clearly felt that
it would be in accordance with the mind of
the Spirit for me to tell some of my friends
my feelings on the subject, and e<press a
willingness to go if the Lord opened the
way. This He has done marvellously.

“ At times it has been extremely hard to
think of leaving my beautiful home, my
lucrative practice, and above all my dear
wife and little children, to enter upon a
work in the accomplishment of which I
may never sec them again ; yet my Heavenly
Father has given me grace to commit the
whole matter into His hands, and leave re-
sults with Hlim. I do bless His dear name
for ever calling me to this work. I cannot
feel that I am making a sacrifice, but an
investment in heavenly treasures, which are
enduring. Ttis indeed a privilege to be a
co-laborer with God in the'African work
for the salvation of thousands, and we will
nope millions of those who have never heard
the message of salvation through Christ.”—

Selected.

THE ACTION OF FA1TH—NOTES OF
AN ADDRESS ON LUKE VI. 16.

BY REV. COLIN CAMPBELL.

The Lord Jesus was teaching in the Syna-
gogue on a Sabbath day, “and there was a
mangwhose right hand was withered.” That
hand cried silently to the Lord for healing:;
He heard that cry and put forth healing
power.. Was this all? No. There was,
further, the appropriation of that power by
the man’s faith, as evidenced by his stretch-
ing forth his hand. He did not simply
believe that the Lord would heal, he be-
lieved that the Lord had healed, and acted
upon this belief ; his will, the moment
the Lord spoke, dealt with the withered
hand, as if it were whole as the other; he
stretched it forth, and its healing became at
once true in his experience. A great prin-

‘ciple, running through all things pertaining

to the Life of Faith, is here. May the Spirit
of God help us fully to grasp that principle !

«“Stretch forth thy hand.” This word of
Christ tacitly implying power, enjoins ac-

_ tion, without which that power would be of

no avail. This action is the operation of a
true faith, distinguishing it from mere in-

tellectunl belief. To each of us the Lord
speaks thesame word, and from each Heex-
pects the same action.

Let us explain this by illustration, first
taking the case of an anxious, seeking soul,
desiring salvation. You are made willing to
cease from sin and self, and to let Christ
cleanse and occupy the temple of your heart
as your Saviour ; He is more than willing to
save you, you know it; a.l power is His to
cleanse you from all sin, and to rule in the
high places of your being, you believe it.
Then are you saved? Not yet, unless you
have got one step beyond this point. “Stretch
forth thy hand,” and take Christ as your
Saviour.

Again, some have taken Christ, and know
that they are saved, who yet go heavily be-
cause of constant falls before temptation,
and the non-fulfilment to them of the pro-
mise, “Sin shall not have dominion over
you.” Why is this? Has not Christ con-
quered all our spiritual foes; are not all the
fiery darts of temptation shot from a broken
bow by a captive archer? Yes. The power
of the world, the flesh, and the devil, i1s not
in them so much as in the weakness of our
faith—its withered hand. Stretchforth that
hand ; take the laurels of the Lord’s victory
ever your enemies, and place them on your
own brow. So, strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might, you shall be more
than conquerors in the fight of faith. The
power of temptation shell be broken ; sin’s
dominion taken away, though its life be pro-
longed for a season and time.

Then there are timid Christians whom the
Lord is calling to service, and let their light
thine (the only way to keep it burning) to
testify for Him in the home circle and in
wider circles, to take up some definite
spiritual work, and there is a shrinking
from obedience to the Lord’s call, asking
with Moses, “ Who am I?” (Ex. iii. 11);
saying with Jeremiah, “I cannot speak™
(Jer. 1. 6). Obh, Christians ! away with all
such apologies for disobedience. God never
calls without giving power to obey; don’t
sit 4t home and brood over your supposed
incapacity for service; don’t complain of
your stammering lips ; don’t keep looking as
your withered hand. The word of power
bas been spoken, the Lord’s command is
upon you, Stretch forth thy hand.” “Go
stand aid speak to the people 2all
the words of this life. Be not afraid, but
speak and hold not thy peace.” In the direc-
tion of the Lord’s will for you nothing is
impossible. Many of the most honored ser-
vants of Christ can testify that while once
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they nursed the withered hand of supposed
inability to speak and work for Him, and the
whole body of their spiritual life seemed
withered with that hand, yet that when they
stretched it forth at the Lord’s bidding, there
was o marvellous restoration of power not
only in the hand of service, but also through
their entire spiritual being.

Once more. Many believers are longing
to be full of the Holy Ghost. Why is that
longing still unsatisfied 7 You have yielded
up to the Lord to be wholly His; the con-
sent of your will has been given to the abdi-
cation of self and the rule of Ohrist; and
you have asked for the Spirit’s indwelling,
you have prayed to Him and said :

¢ Descend with all Thy gracious powers,
Oh, come, great Spirit, come.”

And has He not come? Has He not con-

- sented to make his abede with you? Surely

He has. Why then are you not  filled with

the Spirit?” Because your asking, though

not with God’s giving, has not been followed

by your receiving. There must be the re-

ception of faith on your part. Only believe

that you have the Spirit, and let Him have

you; “Stretch forth thy hand” and greet

Him with the welcome He expects, and He

will indeed fill you with His great presence
and mighty power.

I hope that I have sufficiently explained
the principle on which the Lord deals with
us—that of demanding from wus, not the
credence of faith only, not the expectation
of faith only, not the prayer of faith only,
but also the action of faith in concert with
the working of His mighty power. The
band of faith must not hang helplessly by
our side while the lips of faith are asking
from the Lord, while the eye of faith is look-
ing for the Lord’s answer, while the ear of
faith is listening to the Lord’s gracious pro-
mises. No. That hard—waiting for no
feelings, no guidance of the scises, or of
experience—in simple obedience to the sim-
ple Word of God, must be stretched forth,
and must take all that the Lord gives; then,
and then only can we say to Him—

‘ My need and Thy fulness meet,
And I have all in Thee,”

—The Life of Faith (London, Eng.)

A Methodist bishop related ¢ that an old
class-leader in New York City opened class
one night, and, looking around, saw that one
boy was absent. He laid down his hymn-
book, took his hat, and with streaming eyes
:said, ¢ Brethren, sing and pray, while I go to

Y

find that lost lamb.’ Soon he returned,
beaming with joy, with the absent youth.
That lost lamb became the bishop who told
the incident,” We will get into this line of
things again. The current sets that way
more and more.—Nash. Adv.

AN EXPERIENCE.

. BY REV. JOHN WALTON.

I have not hitherto taken Divine Life,
but a friend lent me the March number. I
was profoundly stirred by the inquiry of the
Rev. N. C. Alger about the gift of power,
knowing by sad experience what it is to live
and preach without the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, and also knowing, thank God, what
it is to preach with the Holy Ghost' sent
down from heaven.

I entered the ministry in 1869, before I
was nineteen years of age, having had only
a common-school education. After a few
years’ work on domestic missions, I was sent
amongst the Indians and Half-breeds of the
North-West, in the Saskatchewan. During
these years God granted us frequent revivals.
I often got wonderfully blessed while engaged
in revival work, and once or twice exercised
faith for heart-purity ; but not having any-
one to help and instruct me further in the
life, I lost it again. During a revival in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, under the labours of
E. P. Hainmond, I again received the blessing
o a clean heart, and received the conscious
assurance of full salvation. Tmmediately a
great change was manifest in my ministry.
Many sinners were convicted and convelted,
and in my pastoral work I found that a few
words spoken to individuals resulted in their
conversion.

Two years later, from overwork, my health
broke down, and I was obiiged to give up
the one work of my life, that of saving souls.
Conscious that without Divine healing my
work was done, I went to Red Rock camp-
meeting, June, 1882, and heard Thomas
Harrison tell how he received the * baptism
of the Holy Spirit,” and the anointing for
work. T knelt for it. The Spirit suggested
my praying and believing for an entire heal-.
ing of my body, as well as for the baptism of
power. T felt that, without a cure of my
bodily infirmities, it would be impossible to
tell others as I could wish of the transform-
ing power of the Holy Ghost. When the
Holy Spirit asked the question, ¢ Believest
thou that T am able to do this—heal thy body
and anoint thee for service?” I said;, “ Yea,
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Lord, I do believe it,” and immediately the
Holy Ghost fcll upon me. I wes ealso healed
of all my bodily infirmities, so that I was
enabled to preach and work incessantly for
the salvation of souls. I realized a wonderful
increase of spiritual power, so much so that,
in speaking to sinners privately, there seemed
to be a penetrating influence accompanying
the word which seldom failed to melt them to
tears and to soften their hearts. Hardly 2
sermon has been preached since from which
there have not been direct results; occasion-
ally from twenty to forty conversions have
taken place in one service. In the hardest
fields in this great North-West constant vic-
tory has been granted, so that, after twenty-
four weeks of constant preaching during the
past winter, over 350 have professed to be
converted, and many have testified to cleans-
ing from all sin by the blood of Jesus. “ Now
thanks be unto God, which always causeth us
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest
the savour of His knowledge by us in every
lace.”

Before this baptism came, a few weeks of
revival work would exhaust all my energies,
and I had to rest to recruit, sometimes for
months. Now God so wonderfully sustains
me, that I feel no weariness after six months
of such work as I have never done before.
Answers to prayer are frequent and remark-
able, for the Spirit dwelling in the baptized
soul suggests only those things to be prayed
for which are according to the will of God.
Thus there is “ contidence toward God, and
whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, because
we keep His commandments and do those
things that are pleasing in His sight.”

In closing, I would say to Brother Alger
and all who, like him, have tarried apparently
in vain, this blessing is received by faith, just
as we take pardon and purity. It came to
me suddenly whilst I was exercising faith for
healing and the specific baptism of the Holy
Ghost. The results in my life and ministry
have been glorious. In the last three years
more souls have been saved and believers
sanctified than in the previous thirteen years
of my ministry. O that all ministers would
receive this blessing! ¢“Then he that is
weakest among us would be as David, and
David would be as the Lord.”—Divine Life.

CALL FROM NEW BRUNSWICK.

One of our ministers of the New Bruns-
wick Conference, writing for information
about Band Work, says: We need some

such work in this Province ; my next neigh-
Yor, Bro. D desires to do something at
once to meet this need. God has blessed us
around this country of late, and we have a
number of young men and women who would
be very useful if we could get them wholly
consecrated to Christ and working for Him.
Would your Band, or a part of one, come
down here if the way was open ?

Band Wark,

‘SUMMER WORK.

BY HANDLEY BIRD.

On Saturday, July 18, Brother Moody,
with a few workers, went from Princeton to
Etonia, which is a country appointment
three miles off. Harvesting had begun, and
the ¢ Little-faiths” and “ Faint-hearts” pre-
dicted failure. But all things are possible
with God. The following day, Sunday,
Brother Savage being with us, he preached
in the afternoon to a crowded congregation,
and before there was time for testimonies
the altar was full of penitents. Tea were
saved that afternoon. The campaign went
on over two additional Sundays, and the
interest continued. Some eighty names were
taken of those who professed conversion.
The work was marked by much of the Holy
Spirit’s presence and power. The Christian
people of the locality worked zealously and:
well, and that promise was fulfilled for them,
“Them that honor me, I will honor.” While
there was a plentiful harvest of grain saved,
there was as well a blessed ingathering of
souls. Then we went- to Canning. This is
a secluded village lying in the valley of
Smith’s river. The pastor of 'the only
church in the place, which belongs to the
United Brethren, had several times come
over to Etonia to help us. On the evening
of Sunday, August 16th, we commenced-
work under circumstances of considerable
discouragement. A terrific thunderstorm
greeted our arrival Then for the first week
the pastor was absent. The church, too,
had but ten members, and the people
seemed unwilling to have their quietness
disturbéd. The weather also was ¢ catch-
ing.” But the Lord triumphed over all the
difficulties. The work began at once. We
could not stay long, but the pastor on his.
return took hold of the meetings and has
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pushed them since. We left behind us
many trophies of Divine grace, and carried
away with us precious remembrances of
scasons of power and blessing. We thank
God and tale courage.

BAND WORK IN THE SIMCOE
DISTRICT.

The winter and spring of 1885 will long
be reinembered in church circles in this sec-
tion. The many societies so wonderfully
quickened, the pastors who were toiling un-
der heavy discouragement, the hundreds of
converts who ¢“tasted that the Lord was good
and gracious,”—all these will have a de-
lightful and lasting remembrance of those
months. When Bro. Thompson of Lynedoch,
with burdened heart, wrote the Macedonian
cry to Bro. Savage, he represented the ex-
perience of many of his brethren on the dis-
trict. On every circuit meetings had been
held or were in progress, but the results,
with the exceptions of Bro. Russ at Lyn-
ville, and Bro. Deacon at St. Williams, who
were each entering upon a good work, were
very meagre and discouraging. Still the
faithfyl few were continuing instant in
prayer for the conversion of souls: they
little knew how near the answer was or with
what abundance it would come,

At Lyndoch, where Bro. Sedwick with
Bro. Moody and two or three devoted
workers began operations, there were 450
professed conversions in two weeks. We
werc always happy 